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John L. Lewis 
Urges Defeat of 
Anti-Labor Bills

John L. Lew is, president 
of Am erica, called fo r defeat 
in troduced in  Congress under 
to  curb racketeers and guarantee 
union democracy. The idea of 
governm ent re form  o f the un 
ions, Lew is said, comes from  
“ people w ith  axes to grind, peo
ple w ith  motives, s in ister or 
o therw ise”  who “ represent sup- 
po rt by the rich, the w ea lthy 
and the pow erfu l against the 
poor.”

The 79-year-old M ine W orkers 
leader spoke May 13 before an 
overflow  audience at the House 
labor subcommittee. He tim ed 
his b lis te ring  attack at the labor 
“ re fo rm ”  b ills  to counter an 
adm in is tra tion  d rive  to get the 
House of Representatives to add 
new un ion-cripp ling  clauses to 
the K ennedy-E rv in  b i l l  w h ich 
was greased through the Senate 
las t m onth by the Democratic 
and Republican an ti-labor coali
tion.

Referring to the policy of 
A FL-C IO  officials, who support
ed the original Kennedy-Ervin 
bill as a "compromise" measure, 
Lewis described this as "trying 
to compromise with the head
man's axe."

He credited th is phrase to N a
tiona l M aritim e  Union President 
Joseph Curran and added, “ I 
w ish  to associate m yse lf w ith  
th a t statement. . . .  I t  is terse, i t  
is expressive, i t  is b ru ta l and 
i t ’s to the po in t.”

The K ennedy-E rv in  b i l l  in  its 
o rig ina l fo rm  opened the door 
fo r governm ent contro l o f the 
unions. Before the Senate got 
th rough w ith  it, however, the 
b i l l  had been beefed up by labor - 
ba ite r Sen. M cC le llan  w ith  even 
more onerous measures to s tifle  
the independence o f the unions.

“ The M cC lellan com m ittee,”  
Lew is charged, “ is a re-estab
lishm ent o f the p rinc ip le  o f the 
star chamber o f the Tudor and 
S tuart kings, w ith  a s ligh t touch 
of the Spanish In q u is ition .”

The leg is la tion promoted by 
th is  com m ittee w ou ld  fasten “ a 
cast-iron chastity b e lt around 
the waists o f 16,000,000 men.”

He called Rep. Graham  A. 
Barden’s b i l l  “ e igh ty-e igh t pages 
of m isery; w e ird  m utte rings and 
ram blings.”

of the U n ited  M ine W orkers 
last week of an ti-labor b ills  
guise of “ re fo rm ”  legislation

JOHN L. LEW IS

M eanw hile the Teamsters Un- 
ion, a fte r m aking a close study 
o f the fina l Senate version o f the 
K ennedy-E rv in  b i l l  has w ritte n  
Teamsters locals th roughout the 
country sounding the a larm : If  
"this b ill is passed . . .  it w ill 
convert the American labor 
movement into one large com- 
pany-dominated union that w ill 
make it an adjunct of the gov
ernment to be run - by an all- 
powerful labor czar."

The In te rna tiona l Teamster 
magazine draws sharp attention 
to the “ hot cargo”  clause of the 
b ill w hich invalidates union con
tra c t provisions th a t ; pe rm it 
tru c k  drive rs  to refuse to cross 
p icke t lines.,  ....

The “  ‘ho t  cargo’ ban w ould  
make every team ster an in v o l
u n ta ry  s trike-breaker,”  declares 
the M ay issue. “ The fact is, the 
‘hot cargo’ amendm ent repre
sents the a tta inm en t o f the ma
jo r  goal o f the w orst an ti-labor 
elements in  the country. I t ,  un 
masks the tru e  m otives o f most 
o f the sponsors o f the b i l l  —  to 
cripp le  the labor movem ent.”

In  an ed ito ria l, Hoffa scores 
“ the A F L -C IO  top leadership”  
w hich “ chose to sell the A m e ri
can labor movement down the 

(Continued on Page 4)

Socialists Step Up Pace 
In $16,000 Fund Drive

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Manager
As I m entioned in  last week’s colum n when I  reported 

some of the ideas tha t seasoned socialist financiers were 
com ing up w ith  to pu t the $16,000 Socialist W orkers P arty  
B u ild in g  Fund over the top, I*- 
though t tha t Johnny Tabor of
the N ew Y o rk  Local had made 
a unique con tribu tion  w ith  his 
proposal fo r  a BO O K FA IR . 
You donate some o f the books 
you ’ve accumulated so tha t 
students of socialism get an op
p o rtu n ity  to  p ick  up some rare 
items, and then the proceeds 
help bu ild  socialism. W hat could 
be more unique than that?

B u t the financiers out in  the 
old Northw est, nam ely, the 
T w in  Cities, came up w ith  an 
idea ju s t as unique—if  no t iden
tic a lly  unique. This is a RE
D IS TR IB U T IO N  T H R O U G H  
SALE of books contributed 
from  socialist lib raries, p ro 
ceeds to help b u ild  socialism. 
H ow ’s tha t fo r p roving how a 
certain k ind  of m ind runs?

W h ile  I ’m on these tw o lo-

cals, Fannie C. says' the check 
fo r  $92, w hich raises the Twin  
Cities to ta l to $980, “ is some
w hat short o f the .m ark ;”  bu t— 
and I  like  the beau tifu l w ay she 
puts i t  —  “ We w il l  de fin ite ly  
make i t  by  the deadline of 
June 15 one w ay or another— 
or ra ther, I. should say, one way 
and another.

The New York Local was the 
genial host to a ' graduating 
group o f M a rx is t students last 
Saturday. I t ’s fo r  sure tha t 
somebody had a good tim e be
sides me lis ten ing  to those in 
sp iring  ta lks about the power of 
socialist ideas and how certain 
i t  is th a t socialism w il l  fina lly  
w in  out. When H edda M., in 
charge of the social, gounted up 
the net proceeds, they amounted 
to $122. This, added to the 
$76.85 contributed ea rlie r in  the 
week, gave New Y ork  a boost 
o f ($198.85 tow ard the goal.

Boston made news th is  week 
w ith  $55, the largest single con
tr ib u tio n  in th e ir campaign. 
Sa lly Conti reports th a t the 
comrades are “ d igging in deep
er and w il l  keep p lugging.”  
That means a lo t because these 
seasoned veterans appreciate 
how much the success o f so
cialism  can depend at tim es on 
w hat is sacrificed in the way of 
money.

I don’t  know  i f  the New E ng
land insp ira tion reaches down 
as fa r as Connecticut, bu t tha t 
big commotion at the top of 
the scoreboard was the Nutmeg 
State pushing in to  firs t place 
w ith  109%. The representative 
o f the arom atic area to ld  me 
personally: “ We’re not going to 
stop at th a t!”  He believes tha t 
those who made up the $217 

(Continued on Page 2)

Negroes Press for Action 
In Mississippi Lynching
Jockey at Geneva Meet 
For Diplomatic Position

By Daniel Roberts
The Geneva conference of “ B ig  F our”  .foreign m in 

isters to date serves to illu s tra te  the contrad iction  tha t 
faces U.S. big business po licy makers. They are dedicated 
to restoring capitalism in East
Germany — and beyond that,
th roughout the Soviet o rb it. 
T he ir aims lead to W orld  W ar 
I I I .  A t the same tim e  they are 
stalemated in  the cold w a r and 
find themselves obligated by 
an ti-w a r sentim ent here and in  
Western Europe to re lax in te r
national tensions to some degree.

The Western plan fo r settle 
ment of Germ any reflects th is 
contradiction. I t  re iterates re 
fusal to  recogn ize  the East G er
man regime (the U.S. and other 
Western powers recognize on ly 
the West German governm ent 
w h ile  the USSR recognizes both 
regimes.) I t  calls fo r reun ifica
tion o f Germany through “ free 
elections”  in  w h ich  W ashington 
and Bonn hope capita lism  w ould 
be restored in  East Germany — 
and a ll Germany in tegrated in to  
the N ATO  alliance.

Thus the Western “ package”  
remains geared to  U.S. b ig  bus i
ness’ long-term  objective^. B u t 
i t  contains clauses such as crea
tion  of a m ixed commission of 
25 members from  West Germany 
and ten fro m  East Germany to

Castro Regime 
Passes Law to 
Divide Estates

A  revolutionary agrarian re- 
form law was passed by the Cu
ban government May 17 strip
ping United States-owned sugar 
mills in Cuba of their cane plan
tations. The announcement has 
been met by consternation 
among American capitalists with  
large investments in Cuba.

The new law  p roh ib its  the op
eration of a cane p lan ta tion  u n 
less every stockholder is a C u
ban citizen. I t  also provides tha t 
on ly  citizens can purchase land 
ar.d fo rb ids foreigners from  in 
he riting  land.

The U.S.-owned sugar m ills  
were giyen 90 days to com ply 
w ith  the law. A fte r th a t the ir 
p lantations w i l l  be expropriated 
i f  they have not m et its pro
visions. The law  also sets a l im it  
of 1,000 acres th a t any person or 
company may own. A ny th ing  
above th is  am ount w i l l  be ex
propriated and d iv ided among 
the landless. Thus the law  is 
aimed at both the im pe ria lis t in 
terests and the large landow ning 
class.

Compensation fo r the expro
priations w il l  be based on va lua
tions w h ich  the press claims is 
fa r below  the real value.

d ra ft an electoral law  fo r a ll- 
German elections. This js  de
signed as a concession to the So
v ie t proposal w h ich  calls fo r the 
"B ig  Four”  (U.S., England, 
France and the USSR) signing a 
peace trea ty  w ith  both German 
governments and leaving u n ifi
cation to fu rth e r negotiations be
tween the two.

WESTERN D IV IS IO N S

Divis ions among the Western 
‘powers at the conference reflect 
the contrad iction in U.S. big 
business policy. The French and 
West German governments fa 
vor no fu r th e r concessions as 
long as the Soviet governm ent 
refuses to accept the princip les 
o f the Western plan. They w ould 
especially bar recognition o f the 
E a s t  G e r m a n  government. 
(France and West Germany are 
linked  economically by the 
Common M arke t plan, and big 
business is f irm ly  in  the saddle 
p o lit ica lly  in  both countries fo r 
the tim e  being.)

The B ritish  governm ent favors' 
disarm am ent negotiations w ith  
the Soviet U nion and a West 
European settlement. The B r i
tish cap ita lis t class is excluded 
from  the Common M arke t agree
ment and confronts s tiff German 
business com petition. F u rth e r
more, the Tory governm ent w il l  
soon be facing a close election 
contest against the Labor Party  
in  w hich the an ti-w a r sentiment 
of the B ritish  w o rk in g  people 
w il l  come fu l ly  in to  play.

W ashington mediates between 
the Franco-German and B ritish  
positions. I t  appears th a t the 
Eisenhower adm in is tra tion  now 
favors a “ sum m it,”  heads-of- 
state meeting, such as Prem ier 
Khrushchev has proposed d u r
ing the past year and a half. 
Washington hopes tha t i t  w ould 
ease the Tories’ position in  Eng
land and also help the R epubli
cans in  the 1960 elections. Thus 
Eisenhower declared at his M a y  
5 press conference tha t the fo r 
eign m inisters’ conference had 
on ly  to hold out a ray o f hope 
fo r a sum m it parley to take 
place. To tha t end some m in i
mum agreement m ay emerge 
from  Geneva.

However, no basic settlement 
appears lik e ly  e ither at the fo r
eign m in is ters ’ conference or at 
a sum m it gathering i f  i t  is held. 
In  Europe, the firs t steps to las t
ing peace requ ire  w ith d ra w a l of 
a ll U.S. troops from  the con ti
nent plus d ip lom atic  recognition 
of East Germany so as to leave 
the question of how  Germany is 
to be reunited up the the G er
mans themselves.

Mother's D ay on Picketline Angry Appeal to Meet 
Violence with Violence 
Stirs Nationwide Debate

By George Lavan
Determ ined tha t the lynch ing  o f M ack C. P arker in  

P op la rv ille , M ississippi, rem ain the num ber one issue 
before the country, the Negro people are demanding action. 
Expressive of th is  mass mood
was the call by M a rtin  Lu the r 
K in g  and 80 Southern Negro 
leaders fo r P resident E isenhow
er to go personally to Mississ
ipp i to spur the h un t fo r the 
lynchers. Rejection of th is re 
quest, the message inform ed 
the W hite House, m igh t b ring  
an appeal to the U nited Nations 
to do something about lynchings 
in the U.S.

Rev. K in g ’s call was issued 
at the conference of the South
ern C hris tian  Leadership Con
ference in Tallahassee, F lorida. 
The conference also congratu
lated students o f the Negro u n i
versity there fo r th e ir m ilitancy  
in s tr ik in g  and dem onstrating 
to force the ind ic tm ent of fou r 
w h ite  men w ho raped a Negro 
co-ed. A ll  fo u r of the rapists, 
who were arrested w ith  the 
bound and gagged Negro g ir l in 
th e ir car, have pleaded not 
gu ilty . T he ir tr ia l scheduled fo r 
May 27 has ju s t been pu t off 
u n til June 10.

From  Mississippi rum or ‘ is 
tha t the F B I is ahput to make 
some arrests. The F B I has said 
noth ing b u t reporters in  the 
lynch tow n, w atch ing the 40 
F B I agents’ activ ities, deduce 
tha t they are about to arrest 
possibly seven local men.

That such a reversal of the 
F B I’s lorig record of “ in a b il ity ”  
to find  the perpetrators of 
crimes against Negroes in  the 
South may occur, is fu r th e r in 
dicated by the sharp change in 
the a ttitude  of M ississippi o f
ficials. O rig in a lly  M ississippi 
Governor Coleman t h a n k e d  
Eisenhower fo r the “ coopera
tio n ”  o f the F B I agents w ith  
the State Police and D is tr ic t 
A tto rney  W. E. S tew art opened 
his office to them.

SOUTHERN JUSTICE
Now he calls them  “ the en

em y”  and boasts tha t no one 
in  tow n w il l  help them. In  ’an 
in te rv ie w  w ith  the Scripps- 
Howard newspapers (M ay 20), 
S tew art averred tha t his case 
against the lynched man was so 
“ a ir - t ig h t”  tha t he w ou ld  have 
been convicted “ by noon”  the 
day o f the tr ia l.  " If  a federal 
judge had ordered him ’released, 
that's what we would have 
done right here in Poplarville. 
Then we would have sent his 
body to that judge and we 
would have said, 'We did all we 
could. This is your fa u lt.'"

The great debate over suspen
sion of N o rth  C arolina N AA C P  
leader Robert F. W illiam s fo r 
advocating th a t Negroes arm

Defense Squadrons 
Urged in London

The Socialist Labour Lea
gue, a new ly form ed M arx is t 
group w ith in  the B ritis h  L a 
bour Par ty, has called fo r the 
fo rm ation  o f N egro-w hite  de
fense groups to pu t an end to 
anti-N egro attacks in  the 
N o tting  H il l  and N orth  K en
sington sections o f London. 
The League charged tha t 
fascist elements were behind 
the attacks th a t en’ded in  
k ill in g  of a Negro there last 
week.

Peter F ryer, ed ito r of the 
S LL  paper, the Newsletter, 
to ld  the press th a t fa ilu re  of 
the police to act made such 
defensive action necessary.

The M ay 19 D a ily  Tele
graph e d ito ria lly  castigated 
the League’s plan as “ disas
trous”  b u t conceded tha t 
“ There is something in  the 
com pla in t tha t the police 
were slow to take notice of 
w arnings o f troub le  b rew 
ing.”

and defend themselves in  areas 
where the law  give's them  no 
protection continues. For ex
ample, the M ay 23 issue o f the 
N.Y. Am sterdam  News features 
on its fro n t page a le tte r from  
a Negro p h y s i c i a n  tak ing  
N AAC P  Executive Secretary 
Roy W ilk ins  to task fo r  sus
pending W illiam s. A  leng thy 
ed ito ria l concludes: “ This is no t 
violence. This is self-preserva
tion .”  In  a column in  the Same 
paper, J im m y Booker predicts 
that the N AA C P  N ational Board 
w il l  not uphold the suspension 
of - W illiam s because “ many 
board members in w a rd ly  be
lieve some sort o f violence is 
necessary to defend oneself in  
the South.”

A cartoon in the M ay 23 
Afro-American shows a hus
band and wife in conversation: 
Mary —  "That 'meet violence! 
w ith  violence' remark of a 
N.C. NAACP official was unfor
tunate, wasn't it?" John— "Yes, 
but so was his suspension. We 
have too many enemies lo be 
wasting lime fighting e a c h  
olher."

The intense in terest in  the 
po licy  question p u t before the 
Negro people by W illiam s is 
shown by the le tters in  the 
Negro papers and the phone 
calls to radio stations serving 
the Negro com m unities.'

Socialized Medicine — The Modern Health System
By Alex Harte

" I get paid $32 a week," the 
nurse's aide told Ihe patient. 
"Th irly -two dollars!" Ihe pa
tient exploded. "Then where 
the devil does all the money I'm  
paying go to?"

This conversation, w hich took 
place in  New Y o rk ’s Beth Is
rael H ospita l ju s t before the 
s trike  there, epitomizes A m er
ica’s medical care problem . We 
pay staggering medical and 
hospita l fees and the b u lk  of 
the hospita l w orkers are among 
the w orst paid in  the country.

Can anyth ing  be done to im 
prove the situation th is side of 
socialism? A  b rie f look at the 
socialized medical p lan estab
lished in Great B rita in  in  1948 
shows tha t a lo t can be done. 
Under the B ritish  N ational 
H ealth  Service, hospitals, doc
tors, and a va rie ty  of services 
are available to everyone w ith 
out charge and the cost of the 
plan is a fraction o f the annual 
Am erican medical b ill.

The s itua tion  in  th is  country

has been eased somewhat w ith  
the spread of health insurance 
plans. B u t these plans are ex
pensive and bare ly scratch the 
surface of the problem . A  sur- 
vpy published by a group of 
drug firm s in  1955 showed tha t 
57% of Am erican fam ilies had 
some k ind  of hospital insurance 
and that 48% made added pay
ments to cover surgical and 
doctor’s fees. S tiff prem ium s 
barred 59% of those w ith  in 
comes under $3,000 a year from  
pa rtic ipa ting  in  any plan.

AVERAG E IS $207

O nly 15% o f a ll medical 
charges incurred were covered 
by the various insurance plans. 
The .average fa m ily  had a 
medical b ill of $207 fo r the year. 
H a lf the fam ilies  in  the U.S. 
spent 4% o f th e ir incomes on 
illness. A  m illio n  fam ilies lost 
ha lf a year’s pay on such b ills  
and a ha lf m illio n  had expenses 
tha t equalled or exceeded th e ir 
income. A t 'th e  end of the year 
7 1/2 m illio n  fam ilies had medic
al debts averaging $125 each

and a m illio n  fam ilies owed a l
most $200.

Lack of cash means lack of 
care fo r many people. Th irteen 
out o f every 100 persons cov
ered by insurance w ent in to  
hospitals during  the year. B ut 
only ten of every 100 uninsured 
did. Seven of every 100 insured 
persons underw ent operations as 
against fo u r of every 100 un 
insured. Since no reason exists 
to believe th a t insured people 
need more operations than un
insured, the conclusion is ob
vious.

Contrast th is  to B rita in . Here 
is how the N ational H ealth Ser
vice operates, as described in a 
B ritish  In fo rm ation  S e r v i c e  
pam phlet:

“ The hospital and specialist 
services provide a ll forms of 
medical care and treatm ent, fo r 
both in-patients and o u t-pa ti
ents, in  every k ind  of hospital 
. . . A ll  these services are ava il
able to every member of the 
pub lic  w ith o u t any insurance 
qua lifica tion whatsoever . . .

“ The m a jo rity  o f patients are 
accommodated in  general wards,

but certain hospitals have p r i
vate rooms or w ings; w hich, i f  
not required fo r patients need
ing privacy on medical grounds, 
may be made available to pa
tients desiring i t  . . .  In  such 
cases the hospita l makes • a 
charge representing the addi
tiona l cost over the cost of 
maintenance in a general ward, 
bu t the pa tien t pays noth ing 
tow ard th e  cost o f treatm ent nor 
towards . the norm al cost of 
maintenance . . .

“ A  num ber of new diagnostic 
ear clin ics have been establish
ed and hearing aids . . . are 
supplied to patients referred 
from  the clin ics . . . These aids 
are serviced and m ainta ined 
w ithou t charge.

“  . . . the professional a tten
tion o f a fa m ily  doctor is made 
available to everyone. Patients 
may choose the doctor they w ish 
. . . They may also change the ir 
doctor w ith  a m in im um  of fo r 
m a lity  . . .

“ The doctor . . .  is free to 
trea t his patients exactly as he 
treated them  in  the past. There

arc no regulations as lo  w hat 
drugs or treatm ents he may 
prescribe . . .  I f  a serious i l l 
ness develops or diagnosis is 
d ifficu lt, he may call in  a con
su ltan t and secure hospita l 
treatm ent w ith o u t reference to 
any outside a u tho rity  . . .

D EN TISTR Y, TOO

“ Through the Dental Service 
patients are provided w ith  a ll 
form s of trea tm ent necessary 
fo r the restoration o f denta l f i t 
ness . . . Patients are no t re 
quired to register w ith  dentists, 
and the o rd ina ry  practice pf 
v is iting  by appointm ent is 
m aintained . . .  In  May 1951 
charges were introduced fo r 
dentures whereby the patient 
has to pay an am ount corres
ponding to about h a lf the cost 
. . . In  June 1952 a charge of 
1  ($2.80) was introduced. No 
charge is made fo r  the c lin ica l 
exam ination of a p a t i e n t ’ s 
m outh at s ix -m on th ly  intervals., 
Charges fo r dental treatm ent 
. . . are no t made fo r  anyone 
under 21 years o f age, or to  ex

pectant mothers, o r m others 
w ho have hacl a ch ild  du ring  
the preceding 12 months.”

O ther services described "in 
the b u lle tin  include free eye 
exam inations. Glasses are fu r 
nished at runn ing  from  approx
im ate ly  $3.50 to $6. There is no 
charge fo r  ch ild ren ’s glasses. 
Each drug prescribed costs 14 
cents. As w ith  other charges un
der the health plan, hardship 
cases may apply fo r re im burse
ment.

Each employed man con tr ib 
utes about 30 cents a week and 
each employed woman about 22 
cents to the N ational Insurance 
fund  fo r th is  care. The entire  
cost of the program w i l l  ru n  
to less than 1% b illio n  fo r the 
cu rren t fiscal year. W ith  . a 
population of 50 m illio n  th a t 
comes to about $35 a person.

In  th is country, the to ta l 1953 
medical b i l l  was $10 b illio n , an 
average of $65 per person. The 
increase in  fees since then 
means tha t the cost today is at 
least double the $35 figure fo r  
Great B rita in . C learly, socialized 
m edicine is a sound proposition.

Taking a moment out from picket duty at Mt. Sinai Hos
pital, Mrs. Irm a Colon pins a corsage on her mother, Mrs. 
Mercedes Gardner, as they celebrated Mother's Day by fight
ing for a wage sufficient to support a family. W ith pay checks 
of $32 a week for kitchen, laundry and housekeeping w ork
ers, many have to get supplementary relief from the city. 
The struck hospitals claim they can't pay a living wage be
cause they are "non-profit." But hospital directors draw up 
to $30,000 a year.-

Hospital Strikers Veto 
Union-Busting Proposal

. N E W  Y O R K , M a y  21-—S tr ik in g  em ployes o f s ix  p r i 
va te  hosp ita ls  las t n ig h t re jec ted , b y  a near-unan im ous 
vote, D em ocra tic  M a yo r W agne r’s proposal th a t they
re tu rn  to w ork  w ith o u t union- 
recognition. The union-busting 
proposition was voted down 
1,784 to 14. Announcem ent of 
the resu lt o f the secret ballo t 
was greeted w ith  a roar of ap
proval.

The strike, now in  its  fo u r
teenth day, includes a ll' groups 
of employes except doctor's and 
nurses in  the s ix hospitals. The 
•settlement plan, p u t fo rw ard  
by the hospitals and pushed by 
the “ p ro -labor”  mayor, w ould 
have raised the present ou t
rageous m in im um  wage of $32 
up to $40 and perm itted  union 
representation to w orkers only 
in the fina l stage of grievance 
a rb itra tion .

W ith  announcement of the 
w orkers’ vote, spokesmen fo r 
the struck hospitals declared 
the situa tion  ■ w ould now “ get 
nasty”  and indicated they w ould 
push fo r enforcement o f a n ti
p icketing in junctions w hich the 
s trikers have been defying.

U nion offic ia ls rep lied tha t 
the s trike  may spread to other 
vo lun ta ry  hospitals where a 
m a jo rity  of the w orkers have 
jo ined the union, Local 1199, 
R eta il D rug Employes, A F L - 
CIO. S trike  votes have already 
been taken at F low er and 
F ifth  Avenue H ospita l and 
P o lyc lin ic  Hospital.

Meanwhile, olher unions step
ped up support to the strike 
which has the backing of the 
city A FL-C IO . A food contri
bution, valued at $2,500, was 
made yesterday by residents of 
Elecichester, a housing develop
ment of Local 3, International 
Brotherhood of Electrical W ork
ers. Other unions are contribut
ing food and cash and their 
members are joining the picket- 
lines.

Yesterday a': scab at M ount 
S inai Hospita l claimed he had 
been beaten up and tw o strikers 
were arrested on charges of 
felonious assault. They were 
held in  $10,000 and $5,000 bail. 
A t Beth Israel H ospita l a scab 
to ld  cops she had been struck 
by a p icke t and the woman 
who a llegedly h it  her was a r
rested on a simple assault 
charge. Ten other s trikers had 
been arrested there the firs t 
day of the s tr ike  when they re 
fused to accede to a rb itra ry  de
mands by police to cut down 
the size of the picketline.

The strikers are presenting a 
single demand to the hospitals— 
recognition of th e ir union. They 
have also proposed tha t add i
tiona l pay and other im prove
ments offered them  since the 
s trike  be included in  the settle
ment.
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Why Workers Aren't Dazzled by the Boom
By Henry Gitano

They Camped on the Street

During the 1953 recession these men camped for five 
days to apply for low-paying New York C ity laborers jobs. 
The experience of three recessions since the post-World War 
I I  "reconversion" layoffs has become deeply etched in the 
minds of American workers who don't want a perpetual threat 
to their security.

Among fink agencies, "hook
ing" is a technical term mean
ing transforming an honest 
worker into a spy.

H ow  is i t  done? The F B I 
technique is money, threats, 
b lackm ail. This can be seen in  
some ins truc tive  cases in w hich 
the technique fa iled :

In  A p r il,  1954, John Lupa, a 
m em ber o f U AW -C IO  Local 
1200 was fired from  his job  at 
the D e tro it Arsenal on “ secur
i t y ”  grounds. He was to ld  to see 
a M r. C liffo rd  at the D e tro it 
F B I office.

The F B I agent, according to 
Lupa ’s a ffidav it, threatened: “ I f  
you don’t help us, you w il l  have 
troub le  getting a job  in the 
fu tu re , and you r ch ildren, when 
they grow  up, also w il l  have 
troub le  find ing  jobs.”

Lupa was fu r th e r to ld  in  the 
presence of his w ife : “ W hat we 
w ou ld  lik e  fo r John to do is go 
in to  the shop and get some in 
fo rm ation  on subversives. I  can 
get h im  in to  e ithe r Packard’s or 
Ford ’s im m ediate ly. He could 
help us get some in fo rm ation  
. . .  As i t  is, John is in  qu ite  a 
jam  and i t  w i l l  be qu ite  d if 
fic u lt fo r  h im  to clear h im se lf.”

Lupa rep lied: “ I  don’t  lik e  the 
idea o f spying on people. I ju s t 
w an t to make a good liv in g  . . . 
and go m y own w ay.”

Among Lupa's attorneys was 
U AW  counsel Harold Cranefield 
who declared: "We want to 
know, and we think the Am eri
can people want to know, if  the 
)FBI makes a practice of falsely 
accusing loyal Americans in 
order to force them to act as 
stoolpigeons." W ith the UAW's 
aid, Lupa was reinstated after 
15 "hellish" months.

R E IN TH A LE R  CASE

E ric R einthaler, a Cleveland 
fac to ry  w orker, reported th a t in  
1956 a fte r the local in w hich he 
■was a shop steward le ft  the 
U n ited  E lectrica l W orkers and 
jo ined the Machinists union, “ I  
was approached by F B I agents. 
The gist o f th e ir rem arks to me 
was: ‘We know  you’re OK, bu t 
w e ’d lik e  to know  about some 
o f you r friends in the labor 
m ovem ent.’ ”  A fte r  repeatedly 
re fus ing to stool fo r the F B I, he 
was indicted fo r  “ conspiracy.”

Bernard H o rw a tt to ld  the 
press in  Ju ly  1954 tha t he had 
been questioned fo u r times by 
the F B I, b u t pers is ten tly  re 
fused to tu rn  in fo rm er. Then 
the F B I asked h im  to re jo in  
the Com m unist P a rty  and pro
v ide  them  w ith  in form ation. 
•‘I ’m not the person who can 
p lay a tw o -life  personality,”  is 
how  H o rw a tt explained h is re 
fusals, “ I  ju s t couldn’t do it . ”

D enatura lization proceedings 
fo llow ed. I t  was alleged th a t 23 
years prev ious ly  in  1931, he 
fa iled  to  m ention in  app ly ing  
fo r  his na tura liza tion  papers 
th a t he was a Communist. H o r
w a tt, a Falls Church, Va., 
e lectrica l contractor, to ld  re 
porters tha t he had beeh a 
Socialist and then a Communist 
in  the 1930’s, leaving the CP in 
1938. (Reported in  I. F. Stone’s 
W eekly, w hich has provided in 
valuable docum entation a n d  
leads fo r  m ateria l used in  th is 
series.)

The F B I got a taste o f its 
ow n m edicine in  January 1952 
a fte r tw o  F B I agents, James 
Condon and R ichard B urrus  ap
proached D avid  Thompson, edu
cational d irec to r in  H aw a ii fo r 
the Longshoremens U n ion  and 
asked to ta lk  to  h im . Thom p
son arranged a meeting at his 
home, where the un ion officia ls

A d v e rtis e m e n t

Recessions
A ND  HOW  TO 

PREVEN T TH EM

By H arry  Kelber
W ritten in an easy, every- 

day-talk style, this pamphlet 
is for socialists and non-so
cialists. Have it w ith you 
when you disduss it with  
your friends and shopmates. 
Send 25 cents w ith your 
order.

P IO NEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 

New York 3. N .Y.

Gitano Needle 
Draws Yelp 
From Cultist

A no the r F B I cu ltis t, who 
considers i t  s a c r i l e g e  to 
look at A m erica ’s ch ie f cop 
from  any other position than 
down on a ll fours, has, in  
his own way, indicated w hat 
sting there is to  H en ry  G it- 
ano’s series in  t he M ilita n t 
exposing J. Edgar Hoover 
and his p o lit ica l police.

James C. G. Conniff, w r i t 
ing in  Columbia, a K n igh ts 
of C o l u m b u s  pub lica tion  
w h ich  claims to be the 
“ largest Catholic magazine in 
the w o rld ”  (w he ther in  c ir 
cu la tion or num ber of pages 
is not specified), had th is  to 
say in  the M ay issue:

“ The an ti - F B I barrage 
continued w ith  increasing 
savagery v ia a s ix -pa rt series 
w hich began ea rly  in  De
cember, 1958, in  The M ili
tant —  offic ia l w eek ly  p u b li
cation o f the Socialist W ork 
ers’ P a rty—and ran through 
m id-Februa ty , 1959. A  sam
p ling  o f title s  ( ‘J. .Edgar 
Hoover, C h ie f o f Thought- 
Police,’ ‘F B I’s F iles: 75 M i l
lion  U nder W atch,’ ‘J. Edgar 
Hoover’s F lock of Stool P ig 
eons,’ ‘The F B I Is Persecut
ed’) w i l l  g ive some fa in t 
idea of the devotional tone 
adopted by w r ite r  H enry 
G itano.”

W rite r  James C. G. Con
n iff lin ks  G itano w ith  “ ro 
bots”  like  Cyrus Eaton, Fred 
Cook, and James A. Wech- 
sler, who are also c ritica l of 
the F B I’s role, and he ends 
up w ith  the fo llow ing  spine- 
c h illin g  thought:

“ For every Special Agent 
o f the F B I, however, a re 
cent count shows there are 
at least five Communist 
P a rty  members in  the U n it
ed States, and an estimated 
50 fe llo w  travelers. H ow 
about that, Cyrus? Fred? 
Henry? James? Get r id  of 
Hoover and the F B I and who 
do you th in k  w il l  be tak ing  
over who?”

h id  a microphone. The union 
made a recording o f the conver
sation and played i t  on an 
is land-w ide hookup.

The snoopers had shot th e ir 
mouths off. I f  Jack H a ll, top 
IL W U  man in  H aw aii, who was 
ind icted under the Sm ith  “ Gag”  
A ct, w ou ld  lead a secession 
move at the island convention, 
and break away fro m  Bridges, 
the agents w ould  p u t h im  in 
touch w ith  the person who 
could “ la y  i t  on the lin e ”  and 
have the ind ictm ents dismissed.

THE JUDAS T R A D IT IO N

J. Edgar Hoover w ro te  (Syra
cuse Law, Review, fa ll 1956) tha t 
the “ confidentia l in fo rm an t is 
more than a valued a lly  of the 
modern-day la w  enforcement 
agency. He is an ins titu tion , an 
indispensable p a rt of a ll walks 
o f life . W hile  i t  is a sim ple m at
te r to  trace the usé o f in fo r
mants back th rough  the A m e ri
can R evolu tion and in to  B ib li-  
cal times. . .”  The tra d itio n  
from  Benedict A rn o ld  back to 
Judas Iscario t is being carried 
fo rw a rd  by Hoover.

In  the same artic le , Hoover 
notes th a t in fo rm ers “ frequen t
ly  are men and women w ith  ex 
tensive records o f past offenses 
who have come to  respect the 
F B I because o f fa ir  and courte
ous trea tm ent accorded them 
and members o f th e ir fam ilies 
by Special Agents.”  T ha t is 
somewhat delicate phrasing fo r 
w ha t others ca ll “ o ffic ia l b lack
m a il.”

D u ring  the H aw aiian  Sm ith  
A c t tr ia l, H enry S. Toyama, 
who previously had sworn he 
was not a m em ber o f the CP, 
conceded from  the witness stand 
th a t he was m aking a “ reason
able assumption”  th a t he w ould  
no t be prosecuted fo r  p e r ju ry  
because of his cooperation w ith  
the prosecution.

John S tew art, a seaman who 
testified in  deportation proceed

ings against .longshore union 
president H a rry  Bridges, has 
given an a ffid a v it ind icating 
tha t he had repeatedly been in 
duced to give false testim ony 
concerning Bridges “ under the 
th rea t th a t proceedings w ould  
otherw ise be taken against me.”

Frank Donner in the Nation 
(April 10, 1954) notes: "While 
it is obvious that political in 
formers, like other types of in
formers, are not likely to be 
paragons of virtue, the number 
who have good reason to fear 
the l aw or ingratiate themselves 
with law-enforcement officers is 
disturbingly large/'

A  Boston dispatch to the New 
Y ork  Times (Nov. 19, 1953) te lls 
of a man who stooled fo r 12 
years: “ W illia m  H. Teto testified 
today tha t he was an F B I under
cover agent who had been 
counterspying o n Communist 
cells in  General E lectric  Com
pany plants since 1941. . . Teto 
identified tw o GE workers. . . 
M r. Teto said he had jo ined the 
CP at the request of the FB I. . . 
He said he had been employed 
at the tim e in  the F itchbu rg  
p lan t o f GE.

“ Accord ing to D is tr ic t C ourt 
records in  F itchbu rg  . . .  he 
had been absent w ith o u t leave 
from  the arm y . . .  he had 
been arrested several times fo r 
larceny by checks, and tha t in  
1938 a three months ja il  sen
tence had been suspended . . . 
GE sent telegrams to M r. M ills  
and M r. Goodwin in fo rm ing  
them  they were suspended 
pending our fu r th e r investiga
tion .’ ”

Fred L. Gardner, a Hod C ar
riers Union organizer in the 
Western States who was ch ie f 
governm ent w itness in  the re - 
c e n t C leveland T a ft-H a rtley  
“ conspiracy”  case, d e s e r  te d 
from  F o rt R iley  in  M ay 1926. 
Desertion, w h ich  carries a 20- 
year penalty, is not subject to 
the statute of lim ita tions . D u r
ing cross-examination, Gardner 
said he was never in  the A rm ed 
Forces. F B I agents swore they 
d id not know  about thèse con
tradictions.

Dewey Price, another in fo rm 
er, has a record tha t includes 
three c rim in a l convictions. Jo
seph Mazzey was ja iled  on 
charges o f fa ilin g  to meet pay
ments fo r  support o f an ille g i
tim ate  child.

The La Fo lle tte  hearings were 
to ld  by  an operative w ith  14 
years experience tha t i f  a 
“ hooking”  prospect “ is financi
a lly  hard up . . . you offer h im  
th is  extra  money.”  A nd then 
the labor spy can’t get unhook
ed. “ You have his receipts . . . 
You have his h andw riting  
where he w rote in  his o rig ina l 
reports.”

H arvey Matusow, a man in  
the know, to ld  reporters: “ This 
is a good racket, being a p ro 
fessional w itness.”  The late Paul 
Crouch, who was regarded as 
the Dean o f “ Witnesses fo r 
H ire ,”  and M anning Johnson 
averaged $4,500 a year in  ta x 
payers’ money. Rowena Paumi, 
w ho testified about alleged com
m unist in filtra tio n  in  the Mine, 
M ill  and Sm elter Union, rece iv
ed $9,198 fo r  he lp ing  the FBI. 
Louis Budenz has cleared $10,- 
000 a year as a professional ex
pert on “ subversives.”

M atthew  Cvetic (“ I  wàs a 
Com m unist fo r the F B I.” ) earn
ed between $10,000 and $15,000 
annua lly  fro m  his “ anti-com 
m un is t”  activ ities. D avid  B row n 
of Los Angeles ranged between 
$65 and $250 a month from  the 
F B I fo r  spying. M ary  M a rk- 
w ard, was employed by both 
the CP and the F B I; he r F B I 
wages were over $24,000 be-, 
tween 1943 and 1952.

L lo yd  H am lin  earned $13,182 
between 1946 and 1952. Daisy 
Van D orn was given $125 a 
month fo r  tw o years, s im p ly to 
keep herse lf in  readiness as a 
witness. John Lau tne r squealed 
fo r  $4,000 a y ear plus per diem 
expenses.

W hen Paul Crouch was ex
posed as a lia r, he fough t back, 
com plaining th a t he was h ired 
“ as a fu llt im e  consultant w ith  
a guarantee of 18 days a month 
and maybe more,”  at $25 a day 
plus $10 expenses.

The Department of Justice 
has a cynical attitude toward 
the use of stool pigeons. Assist
ant Attorney General Tompkins 
put it  like this in commenting 
about the FBI's stable of in
formers for hire: "You use the 
best you have."

The Ugly Senator
Sen. F u lb r ig h t (D -A rk .), cha ir

man o f the Senate Foreign Re
lations Committee, takes issue 
w ith  fe llow  congressmen who 
acclaim the novel “ The U g ly  
Am erican.”  The book depicts the 
arrogance, callousness and in 
eptitude of U.S. d ip lom atic  pe r
sonnel in  Asia. F u lb r ig h t re 
m inded the legislators th a t a 
book could be w ritte n  en titled  
“ The U g ly  Senator.”  Congress 
has its m isfits, too, he said.

• By M urry  Weiss
"It's amazing how fast even 

the memory of recession has 
faded . . .  A t the moment, there 
really are no clouds on the eco
nomic horizon." So write the 
editors of U.S. News and World 
Report May 11.

However, fo r 3,627,000 unem 
ployed, the figures o ffic ia lly  ad
m itted  by the government, the 
recession is not a fad ing  mem
ory; i t  is a p a in fu l fact. As one 
unemployed packinghouse w o rk 
er p u t i t  in  the M ay issue of 
Butcher W orkm an, “ H aving six 
dependents and collecting $42 
a week U nem ploym ent Com
pensation, the m axim um  w eek
ly  benefit in Wisconsin, isn’t a 
problem ; i t ’s a catastrophe. I t ’s 
even worse when sickness 
strikes as i t  d id in m y fa m ily .”

Taking  in to  account the de
pendents of the 3,627,000 cu r
re n tly  jobless, New Y o rk  Post 
co lum nist S ylv ia  P orte r is ab
solute ly r ig h t in  observing tha t 
“ at least 10,000,000 of you r 
neighbors and m ine are find ing  
today’s ta lk  of prosperity  a 
cruel m ockery.”

I t ’s a cruel mockery, too, fo r  
m illions  who have fin a lly  ,.got 
back on the payro ll. Even the 
boom-happy U.S. News, con
cerned' about the “ spending”  
pattern, quotes a fac to ry  w o rk 
er in  H olyoke, Mass.: "You're 
darn right people are watching 
their spending. They're worried 
about their jobs. A lot of us 
found out what it's like to be 
out of work."

A nd  an appliance dealer in  
H am ilton , Ohio, where unem
p loym ent is runn ing  10% o f the 
labor force says, “ People are 
more cautious about buying. 
Some are consolidating th e ir 
debts and paying o ff faster than 
they add new obligations.”

H A PP Y DAYS AGAIN?

A no the r im portan t fact is the 
length o f unem ploym ent among 
those who are jobless today. 
More than 38% o f the jobless 
have been out o f w o rk  fo r  at 
least 15 weeks. And of these 
about h a lf have been looking 
fo r w o rk  fo r  more than 26 
weeks.

S till another reason w hy 
w orkers w ith  jobs are no t sing
ing “ happy days are here 
again”  bu t are occupied instead 
w ith  paying o ff debts and w o r
ry ing  about the next economic 
disaster, is the fac t tha t they 
remember tw o  previous reces
sions —  1953-54 and 1949-50. 
T ha t’s ' fo r the younger genera
tion. A  s lig h tly  older age group 
remember thè mass unem ploy- 
m e n t  im m ediate ly fo llow ing  
W orld  W ar I I  during  the so- 
called reconversion crisis. And 
the age group o f 40 and up re 
member the great depression of 
1929-39.

In  other words, unemploy
ment has shaken the working 
class repeatedly for 30 years. 
That's why it can't be removed 
as a political issue with a stat
istical whitewash.

M oreover, since the great de
pression o f the th irtie s , the 
Am erican w orkers have begun 
to recognize themselves as 
w orkers and not as po tentia l 
capitalists. They have learned 
tha t they can im prove th e ir lo t 
through unions and through 
struggle. The scourge o f unem
ploym ent is no longer taken as 
a na tu ra l and uncontro llable 
phenomenon—lik e  bad weather. 
Even a l it t le  increase in  unem 
ploym ent goes a long way now 
to arouse ind ignation  and heat.

There is something comic 
about the way the b ig  cap ita lis t 
press sputters over the fuss un 
em ploym ent is s t i l l  s tirr in g  up 
despite the fact tha t the figure 
is “ alm ost”  down to the “ no r
m a l”  leve l. They can’t seem to 
understand w hy  i t  remains a 
ho t p o lit ica l issue.

The answer is simple. U nem 
ploym ent v ita lly  affects m illions 
o f w o rk ing  people. Even i f  un
em ploym ent were down to  the 
a rb itra r ily  declared “ norm al”  of 
three m illio n , th is w ould  s till be 
so.

Despite the recovery, how 
ever, unem ploym ent w il l  aver
age at least fo u r m illio n  th is  
year— a m illio n  above the so- 
called “ norm al.”  This is the 
considered opin ion o f the au th
o rita tive  U n ive rs ity  of M ich i
gan professor o f economics, Dr. 
W illia m  Harber. D r. H arber a l
so points to a “ hard core”  of 
perm anently unemployed in ma
jo r  indus tria l centers.

WHERE ARE THEY?

N ew Y o rk  Post co lum nist 
S y lv ia  P orte r has asked a ques
tion  o f considerable in terest: 
“ Where aj-e A m erica ’s 3,627,000 
unemployed today?”  H er an
swer helps to exp la in  w hy  the 
issue has made such a sharp 
im pact in  politics.

Using the b i-m on th ly  surveys 
made by the Labor Departm ent, 
she shows th a t 74 out of 149 
top indus tria l centers reported 
more than 6% of th e ir labor 
force unemployed at m id-M arch. 
This, she observes, is fa r above 
the “ norm al”  level. F u rthe r, in  
11 o f these areas, w h ich  in 
cludes D etro it, unem ploym ent is 
runn ing  at 12%. She points out 
th a t even gran ting  im provem ent

since m id-M arch, in  these areas 
ten out o f every one hundred 
w orkers are looking  fo r  jobs. 
In  another 17 areas, w h ich  in 
clude cities lik e  P ittsburgh  and 
Bridgeport, Conn., between 9 
and 12 w orkers were unable to 
find jobs in  m id-M arch.

From these figures Miss Por
ter draws a significant conclu
sion: "A first vital point they 
dramatize is the extent to which 
joblessness has been and still 
is centered in basic industries. 
This is hot just a hangover of 
the 1957-58 recession. The con
centration o f unemployment 
emphasizes it also as a result 
of machines replacing men and 
wiping out some jobs forever."

This can be confirmed from  
numerous sources. For instance 
the O il, Chemical and A to m ic 
W orkers paper, U nion News, 
reports A p r i l  27: “ A lthough

(Continued from  Page 1)
purse are w illin g  to chip in  a 
few  more dollars fo r  socialism. In  
lig h t of w hat they ’ve accom
plished, I  th in k  “ w illin g ”  is an 
understatement.

The Chicago comrades, old 
hands at financing the struggle 
fo r  socialism even i f  some of 
them are p re tty  young, h it  a 
stride early  in  the campaign 
tha t has kep t them  successfully 
on schedule. Th is week Ray 
F o lle t w ro te  of m any th ings in 
his “ ca tch-a ll”  le tte r; and— most 
im portan t of a ll—he “ enclosed”  
the w eekly con tribu tion— $50.

W ayne Leverenz was tempted 
to ju s t w r ite ' “ enclosed find 
check fo r  $52”  w h ich  w ould  
b ring  Milwaukee's to ta l to 
$124.50. B u t he decided not to 
“ le t i t  go at tha t.”  B y  w a iting  
u n til Monday, he w ou ld  have 
tim e to th in k  up something 
good. “ I t ’s usually la te  in  the 
evening,”  he explained, “ before 
I  get a chance ,to send the 
money off, a fte r our w o rk  is 
through; i t ’s usually a h u rry -up  
th in g .”  Came M onday and w hat 
happened? You know  w ha t hap
pened; i t ’s tha t w ay in  you r 

.town, too, isn’t  it? In  the rush 
he could on ly  say, “ You w ould 
probably be interested in  know 
ing  tha t $19 came in  from  so
cials and the rest from  pledges 
and donations.”  We ARE in te r
ested and I  hope personally 
tha t I  can someday enjoy an 
evening at one o f M ilw aukee ’s 
socials where they always make 
sure to p u t a few  do llars in  the 
k it ty  fo r  socialist p a rty  bu ild ing .

On the West Coast the fou r 
m ain socialist centers between 
Puget Sound and T ijuana  a ll

116 University Place

chemical production  now  is 6 
percent above the pre-recession 
high early in  1957, em ploym ent 
o f production w orkers is down 
7 1/2  percent— a drop o f 41 thou 
sand.”  F u rthe r: “ C u rren tly , pe
tro leum  re fin ing  ou tpu t is above 
pre-recession levels. N everthe
less, we find  production w o rke r 
em ploym ent 11 percent under 
the high o f 1957. Fourteen thou
sand jobs have been e lim in 
ated.”

H ITS  K E Y  SECTOR

The concentration o f unem 
p loym ent in  the heavy indus
tr ia l areas has h it  a key sec
tion  o f the unionized w o rk ing  
class. These w orkers have also 
been w atch ing autom ation w ipe 
out th e ir jobs. They lis ten to 
the cap ita lis t sermons about 
autom ation eventua lly  produc
ing even more jobs. B u t they

got in to  the act th is  week. 
Seattle m ailed in $59.35; the 
Bay Area sent in  $73; Los A n
geles chalked up $134 and San 
Diego made $35. N ot much was 
said about ac tiv ities  and plans 
in any of the letters. I  can ap
preciate that, being fro m  the 
West m yself. The strong, s ilen t 
type is lik e ly  to be the fastest 
on the tr ig g e r when the show
down comes.

In  Philadelphia the w raps are 
now being taken o ff P ro ject 
Chicken D inner. I  le ft  th is  to 
almost last because even th in k 
ing about southern fr ie d  makes 
me so hungry I  have to get an-

don’t  see the capita lis ts re lin 
quishing th e ir profits u n til these 
jobs, appear.

A u to  w orkers have th is  k ind  
o f close-up p ic tu re  o f the re la 
tion between increased produc
t iv i ty  and jobs. Every tim e a 
technological change is in tro 
duced, the line  is reevaluated. 
The company, in add ition to a t
tem pting  to squeeze w orkers off 
the job  w ith  labor-saving ma
ch inery, uses every change in  
p roduction to step up speed and 
in tensity . The w orkers figh t 
back. They don’t  w an t to w ork  
themselves ou t o f a job  and 
they don’t w an t to w o rk  them  
selves to death.

Thus u n e m p l o y m e n t  has 
aroused special bitterness among 
key sections of mass production 
w orkers in basic industry. This 
sector of the w o rk in g  class is 
fa r more pow erfu l than even 
the great size o f its forces 
w ould  indicate. These are the 
w orkers who put so much pres-, 
sure on un ion offic ia ls tha t 
A F L -C lO  V ice-President W alte r 
R euther fe lt  compelled to at 
least voice the idea of a March 
on W ashington and the A F L - 
C IO Executive Board fe lt  fo rc 
ed, fo r  the firs t tim e  in  the h is
to ry  o f the Am erican union 
movement, to  ac tua lly  call a 
conference in  W ashington on 
unem ploym ent.

Three questions require close 
examination: (1) Did the reces
sion Of 1957-58 show greater 
signs than the two previous 
postwar recessions of a break 
in the over-all capitalist boom?.
(2) What lies ahead for the 
economy? A  fourth recession 
after a short-lived upswing?
(3) How do these economic os
cillations affect the prospects of 
a radicalisation of the A m eri
can working class?

The economic specialists of 
the cap ita lis t class are concen
tra tin g  th e ir a tten tion  on those 
features o f the economic recov
e ry th a t tend to show a new 
upsw ing in  the over-a ll boom, a 
boom th a t is based on astron
omic governm ent expenditures 
fo r  m ilita ry  purposes. This 
boom is real. There is no doubt 
about that. B u t M arx is ts  take 
the w hole re a lity , in  a ll its 
facets and connections and in 
its  in te rna tiona l and h is to rica l 
setting.

We m ust begin by ca re fu lly  
studying the evidence th a t has 
been amassed by economists 
close to labor. Th is shows th a t 
the 1957-58 recession produced

other conta iner o f coffee and a 
ro ll to  keep going. They’ve got 
“ the w o rld ’s second best cook”  
fo r  the pro ject. I  couldn’t  figure 
tha t ou t u n til I  remembered 
that, the w o rld ’s best is Escof- 
fier. The advance notice came 
fro m  L . M orris , w ho sent in  a 
“ modest” — th a t’s his w ord  not 
m ine— money order fo r  $79.

A nd  here’s the slogan fo r 
the week w h ich  came from  
Gene F. along w ith  . $93 fo r 
Cleveland: “ T h e  scoreboard
re a lly  started the comrades 
here. ‘A re  we tha t fa r  behind? 
L e t’s get go ing !’ ”  Repeat: 
L E T ’S GET G O IN G !

a la rge r num ber o f unemployed 
at its  low  po in t and a la rge r 
number o f long-te rm  unem ploy
ed. The evidence also reveals a 
greater lag o f re-em ploym ent in  
relation to other indices o f re 
covery. And indications are tha t 
a la rger num ber of unem ploy
ed w il l  rem ain a fte r the re 
covery has leve lled off. The 
m ain bearing these fluctuations 
have is on the po litica l reaction 
o f the w o rk in g  class.

M arx is ts  have com pletely re 
jected the cap ita lis t c la im  tha t 
they have discovered ways o f 
am eliora ting the anarchy o f 
capita lism  and stab iliz ing  its 
ups and downs. Am erican M a rx 
ists have insisted tha t the pros
p e rity  we are liv in g  under is 
not a sign of organic cap ita lis t 
health bu t the ve ry  opposite: 
capita lism  never recovered fro m  
the 1929-39 depression. Prosper
i ty  since then has hinged on 
p lunging  in to  W orld  W ar I I ,  
then in to  the Korean conflict, 
and in preparing fo r W orld  W ar 
I I I .  M arx is ts  hold, therefore, 
tha t the contradictions o f capi
ta lism  w hich manifested them 
selves in  the great depression 
have not been e lim inated b u t 
have tem po ra rily  found d iffe r
ent form s of expression. The 
p o te n tia lity  o f another catas
troph ic  economic crash is b u ilt  
in to  the system.

The issue now  is the s ign ific
ance o f the successive recessions 
in  the cap ita lis t boom to the o r- 
g a n i c illness manifested in  
1929-39. M arx is ts  hold th a t each 
o f these sags are m anifestations 
o f irrepressib le crisis factors 
th a t come to the surface. The 
cap ita lis t v iew  is expressed in  
the M ay 4 U.S. News and 
W orld  Report: “ For the th ird  
tim e since 1945, a setback in  
business has been checked be
fore i t  tu rned in to  a real de
pression. This fac t is leading 
G overnm ent economists to con
clude th a t m a jo r depressions 
can be avoided in  the fu tu re , 
tha t they are th ings o f the 
past. B u ilt- in  stabilizers appear 
to w o rk .”

This debate w il l  not be settled 
by economic statistics alone. 
Behind the statistics are liv in g  
class forces in  struggle. U.S. 
News may find  its  p red iction  
about degressions fu lf il le d  in  an 
unexpected w ay; nam ely, th a t 
the w o rk in g  class, before the 
fu l l  consequences o f a d e b ilit
a ting cap ita lis t depression have 
descended w il l  awaken to po
l it ic a l consciousness and reo r
ganize society so as to  rem ove 
the th rea t of unem ploym ent 
and w a r forever.

A d v e rtis e m e n t

A Rare 
Book Event

Two outstanding and long 
unavailable w orks by the 
famed M a rx is t scholar and 
h istorian, K arl Kautsky, are 
now being reprin ted.

Communism in Central 
Europe at the Time of the 
Reformation. The continua
tion  o f his classic w ork, 
Foundations o f C h ris tian ity , 
th is  is the de fin itive  study of 
the re la tion  of re lig ion  to the 
class struggles o'f the period.

Thomas More and His 
Utopia. This rem arkable f i f 
teenth century figure made 
the w ord  “ utop ia”  p a rt o f 
the w o rld ’s vocabulary w ith  
his b rea th -tak ing  dream o f a 
fu tu re  classless society. K a u t- 
sky ’s study enables us to see 
th is fascinating figure and 
his w o rk  in  the economic 
and p o lit ica l context o f the 
times.

A  special arrangem ent w ith  
the pub lisher makes both 
books availab le a t a reduced 
p re-publication price. Pay $4 
fo r  Communism in Central 
Europe instead of the regu
la r price o f $6. O rder now  
to get Thomas More and His 
Utopia fo r  $3 instead o f the 
pub lica tion  price o f $4.

PIO NEER  PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 
New York 3, N .Y .

Z o n e   State ............

T a k e  a B reather!
E n joy  M em oria l Day weekend in  the coun try  at 

M ounta in  Spring  Camp. In  the wooded fo o th ills  of the 
Poconos, N .J .

Green tra ils , H ik in g , Sw im m ing, Sun-bathing, Law n  
games, Camp fires, F o lk  singing, Dancing, B illia rds .

O n ly  $12 fo r the fu l l  weekend, fro m  F rid a y  n igh t 
th rough Sunday. Special rates fo r ch ild ren  under 12.

T ransporta tion  from  New Y o rk  F rid a y  n ig h t or 
buses from  the P ort A u th o r ity  Term ina l. C a ll A L  5-7852 
in  New  Y ork, o r-M U  9-1352 in  W ashington, N.J., fo r  
reservations. O r w r ite  to M ounta in  Spring Camp, R.D. 
No. 1, W ashington, New  Jersey.

FUND SCOREBOARD
City Û u o la . Paid Percent

Connecticut ................. .... $ 200 $ 217 109
Pittsburgh ................... ....  10 10 100
Allentown ................... ....  110 101 92
Chicago ......................... .... 1,000 750 75
Detroit .......................... ....  '600 430 72
St. Lou is ....................... ....  80 50 63
N ew ark ......................... ....  265 155 58
T w in  C ities .................. .... 1,700 980 58
N ew Y o rk  ................... ....4,200 2,413 57
San D ie g o ...................... ....  245 135 55
M ilw aukee ................... ....  250 125 50
Los Angeles ................ ....4,400 2,150 49
Cleveland ....................... ....  750 343 46
S e a tt le ............................. ....  500 214 43
D enver .................... !.... ....  25 10 40
Boston ............................. ....  450 170 38
P hilade lph ia  ................. .... 500 182 • 36
Bay A rea ....................... ....  800 234 29
General .......................... 15 111 —

Tota l through M ay 18 $16,100 $8,780 55

A d v e rtis e m e n t A dvertisem ent

How the Miners Won
Everyone applauded John L . Lew is  when he ap

peared at a congressional com m ittee hearing and de
nounced pending an ti-labor legislation. H ow  m any today 
recall how the U n ited  M ine W orkers were attacked by 
everyone from  President Roosevelt to the Com m unist 
P a rty  du ring  W orld  W ar II?  I t  has become a fo rgotten  
page in  Am erican labor h is tory.

The story of the heroic w a rtim e  strikes o f the coal 
m iners and the reactionary forces tha t sought to defeat 
them is v iv id ly  described by A r t  Preis in  “ How the 
M iners W on.”  Read i t  in  the spring issue of In te rna 
tiona l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo l  a copy.

International Socialist Review
New York 3. N. Y.

Combination Offer
Get acquainted w ith  the In te rn a tio n a l Socialist 

Review  and save m oney too. A  six-m onths subscription 
to the M ilita n t plus one-year to the  In te rna tion a l 
Socialist Review—on ly  $2.

The M ilitant 
116 University PL 
New York 3. N . Y .

Yes, I  w an t to  take advantage o f you r com bination offer. 
I  am enclosing $2 fo r  a s ix-m onths subscription to the 
M ilita n t and one-year to the In te rna tiona l Socialist Review.

N a m e   .................................................................. ............................... ...

S treet ........................................................ ......................................... .......

C i t y ................................................

•  •  • Socialist Fund Drive

How the FBI “ Hooks”  
Labor Stool Pigeons
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Five Years Later
M ay 17 m arked the f if th  anniversary 

of the Supreme C ourt’s decision against 
school segregation. Where do th ings stand 
today?

There are 2,970,344 Negro Children in  
the pub lic  schools of the South, border 
states and the D is tr ic t of Columbia. O f 
these 2,830,344 are s t i l l  in  J im  Crow 
schools, w h ile  140,000 are in  in tegrated 
schools. Thus 95% of the  Negro ch ildren, 
to whom the 1954 desegregation decision 
was supposed to apply, s t il l rem ain in J im  
C row  schools.

B u t the figures reveal more. School 
desegregation has v ir tu a lly  ground to  a 
ha lt. B y the end of the 1956 school year, 
450 school d is tric ts  had desegregated to 
one extent or another, in  1957 another 270, 
in  1958 on ly  60, th is  present school year 
h ie re ly  22.

P rac tica lly  a ll th is  desegregation has 
been in  the border states and the D is tr ic t 
o f Columbia. In  the South on ly  19 school 
d is tric ts  have begun any desegregation 
whatsoever —  and none of these d is tric ts  
is in  the  Deep South. The 19 d is tric ts  
are as fo llows: Arkansas — 8; N o rth  
Caro lina — 4; Tennessee — 3; V irg in ia  
— 4.

Proof tha t th is  in tegra tion  is not sin
cere b u t “ token”  is seen in  the fact tha t 
in  a ll 19 “ desegregated”  school d is tric ts  
in  these fo u r M id-South states a to ta l of 
on ly  165 Negro ch ild ren  are involved.

This is the  actual num ber of Negro 
ch ild ren  in  schools w ith  w h ite  ch ildren, 
not those in  “ in tegrated situations.”  Such 
phony figures, w id e ly  quoted in  the B ig  
Business press, are b u t a sta tis tica l device 
fo r fa ls ify in g  the actual s ituation. Fo r ex
ample, in  F o rt Sm ith , A rk ., on ly  tw o 
Negro school ch ild ren  are ac tua lly  in  
m ixed schools, b u t 1,200 are lis ted as be
ing  in  an “ in tegra ted s itua tion ,”  because 
“ gome measure”  of desegregation has been 
iaken  in  th a t d is tric t. The same applies 
fo r  N o rth  Carolina w here 25,595 in  J im  
C row schools are listed as in  “ in tegrated 
s itua tions”  because 11 Negro ch ild ren  are 
in  m ixed  schools; or Tennessee, where 
the figures are 11,674 and 44, and V ir 
g in ia  where they are 18,801 and 30.

Was the Supreme C ourt’s decision 
worthless then? No, i t  was a great legal 
and m ora l v ic to ry  fo r the Negro people — 
a v ic to ry  w rung  from  the governm ent by 
decades o f struggle. B u t a fte r five  years 
i t  is clear tha t too m uch dependence has 
been placed on the Supreme C ourt and not 
enough on independent struggle.

Since 1954 the C ourt’s decisions have 
registered a course of ba ttle  th a t has been 
going in  favo r of the segregationists. The

firs t re trea t was in  the 1955 “ im plem ent
in g ”  decision. B y setting no tim e  l im it  fo r 
ending J im  Crow schools, procrastination 
was given legal status. This reflected the 
fact tha t the Negro organizations had not 
campaigned fo r im m ediate enforcement, 
bu t placed th e ir  t'rùst in  the Court.

The racists announced they intended 
to figh t, they  m obilized Dem ocratic o f
ficials o f the South in to  a d iscip lined seg
regation ist team, and they organized the 
W hite  Citizens. Councils. Supreme Court 
justices noted the p o lit ica l rea lities. They 
retreated. '

The recent upho ld ing  of the Alabama 
P u p il Placement Law  m arks another re
treat. U nder ,the 1955 ru lin g  Negroes had 
to fig h t school segregation by separate law  
suits in  each of the 2,909 J im  Crow school 
d is tric ts . U nder the  P u p il Placement Laws, 
they now have to file  su it student by stu
dent. M oreover the burden o f p roof is on 
each Negro p up il to show th a t he has not 
been re jected fo r psychological, socio
logical, m oral, geographical, etc., etc., rea
sons.

The' legal and p o lit ica l tide  is runn ing  
so obviously against school desegregation 
in  the South tha t Negro organizations 
w h ich  p u t a ll th e ir 'h o p e  in  court action 
alone are beginning to lose heart. A t  pre
sent on ly  25 desegregation law su its  are 
pending and these m ay take years fo r 
fina l decision.

How  can the Negro people forge an 
effective counterweapon to the p o litica l 
power o f the racists?

They w i l l  do w e ll to study the lessons 
of m ilita n t unionism . Back in  the th irtie s  
the w o rk in g  class won a b ig  legal v ic to ry  
in  ge tting  Section 7a o f the N R A  — au
tho riz ing  unions and collective bargaining. 
B u t the unions w on genuine collective 
barga in ing and b u ilt  the CIO o iily  th rough 
the pow er of th e ir  own p icket lines. So i t  
is w ith  the struggle fo r  a democratic 
school system. Success depends in  the fina l 
analysis on the ba ttle  the Negro people 
pu t up.

Some p rac tica l p o lit ica l lessons can 
also be drawn. The Dem ocratic P a rty  has 
proved its  w o rth  to  the Southern racists. 
I t ’s th e ir  p a rty  and can’t  be to rn  from  
th e ir  v ise-like  grip . The b la ta n tly  a n ti
labor Republican P a rty  is ju s t as bad, 
fo r i t  is in  a coa lition  w ith  the racists.

L ike  labor, the Negro m ovem ent for- 
school desegregation and fu l l  equa lity  
needs to break w ith  both cap ita lis t parties. 
I t  needs to b u ild  a p o litica l machine tha t 
w i l l  servo its  own interests —  a labor 
pa rty . Such a pa rty , com m itted to figh ting  
fo r  the w o rk ing  people, can w in  abo lition  
of second-class Citizenship in  a ll its  forms.

Capitalist Disaster
“ President Eisenhower wasn’t  exag

gerating last week w hen he warned of the 
‘im pending disaster in  w hea t’ unless Con
gress does something about i t  p ro m p tly .”  
T ha t’s the opening sentence in  an ed ito ria l 
in  the M ay 18 W a ll S treet Journal.

Here ’s the disaster: “ The wheat sur
plus is already tw o  and one-half tim es an
nua l domestic consumption. Despite p ro 
duction controls, the last wheat Crop was 
the biggest in  h is to ry .”  S t i l l  m ore wheat 
is expected in  the com ing year.

The Journa l ascribes the disastrous

q u a n tity  of w heat to tw o  causes: (1) “ ad
vancing technology”  w h ich  enables fa rm 
ers to produce more despite “ sharp ly  re 
s tric ted ”  acreage; and (2) governm ent 
price  supports w h ich  encourage farm ers 
to grow  bum per crops.

N a tu ra lly  the sim ple solution o f g iv 
ing  the  w heat to  hu n g ry  people is not 
proposed by the Journal. That w ou ld  be 
an even Worse “ disaster”  from  the Capital
is t po in t of v iew . T h e ir so lu tion is Con
gressional action to lay  the law  down 
about fa rm ers g row ing  wheat like  that.

New York's Sootfall
The New Y o rk  Post has been assum

in g  a somewhat cyn ica l posture tow ard  
the a ir-ra id  sirens upon w h ich  the w o rld ’s 
largest c ity  relies fo r  w a rn ing  in  case 
notice arrives o f an im pending H-bomb 
attack.

“ I t ’s the sirens th a t are being tested, 
not us,”  says the e d ito ria l w r ite r ' assigned 
to the subject. “ We know  th is  is no t r iv ia l 
m a tte r; b u t the w ay these rehearsals are 
conducted we have the ghoulish fee ling 
th a t w e ’l l  absent-m indedly run , not w a lk , 
to the nearest e x it i f  and when doomsday 
re a lly  arrives.”

I f  we are to believe a fo rthcom ing  
report, leaked by the D epartm ent of A ir  
P o llu tion  to the W orld-Telegram , i t  could 
tu rn  out th a t the “ enemy”  m ig h t not need 
to waste any H-bombs on the city . A  l i t t le  
more patience and the c ity ’s inhab itants 
w i l l  suffocate themselves in  th e ir  own 
smog.

On A p r il  30, fo r  instance, on ly  “ lu ck ” 
saved the c ity  from  serious troub le  in  a 
“ sootfa ll.”  The aci<fi gases, partic les of 
carbon and f ly  ash. ir r ita te d  people’s 
throats, stung th e ir  eyes and smudged 
th e ir  faces and clothes. The prec ip ita tion  
was so heavy tha t automobiles le ft tracks 
in  i t  lik e  b lack snow. “ I f  there had been 
ju s t a l i t t le  m ore than the usual am ount

o f soot and gaseous po llu tion  in  the a ir, 
we’d re a lly  have been in  troub le ,”  an ex
pe rt of the A ir  P o llu tion  departm ent said, 
a dm itting  thereby th a t w ha t was usual 
was the am ount of p o llu tion  and w ha t was 
somewhat unusual its  not being dissipated 
over Long Island.

The report is expected to exp la in  tha t 
“ the average po llu tion  of the atmosphere 
of New  Y o rk  C ity  can become dangerous” 
and th a t “ i f  the  ‘average’ p o llu tion  is in 
creased in  in tens ity , the s itua tion  m igh t 
even be disastrous.”

The W orld-Telegram  cited as an ex
ample o f w ha t can happen the case of 
Donora, Pa., where 20 died in  the sm all 
tow n and more than 6,000 became i l l  when 
smog in  1949 passed the c r it ic a l level.

We w ou ld  suggest to the Post’s editors 
tha t in  the lig h t o f th is  repo rt they  m igh t 
campaign fo r a more rea lis tic  use o f the 
a ir-ra id  sirens. Each tim e  the smog level 
nears a c r it ica l level, le t the sirens become 
the signal fo r evacuation o f New York. 
This w ould  g ive New Yorkers a better ap
precia tion of the insan ity  of th is  scheme 
to save them  from  an H-bomb.

And i t  m igh t give the lib e ra l Post a 
be tte r appreciation of the in sa n ity  of an 
economic system th a t Converts even the 
a ir  we breathe in to  a dangerous cesspool.

"Excellent editorial this morning. Grimes, on how wages have got 
to be pegged to prdductivity."

Frank Wilkinson Campaigning 
On New Civil Liberties Danger

By H arry Ring
The fight over Chavez Ravine 

was a major turning point in 
the life of Frank Wilkinson. 
There aren't too many people 
who are aware of the role that 
witch-hunting played in paving 
the way for Los Angeles politi
cians to convert that area into 
a ball park for the Dodgers. 
For Wilkinson, the connection 
is real and intimate.

For the past seven years he 
has been a tireless, fu ll- t im e  
campaigner fo r  c iv il liberties. 
R igh t now  he is v is it in g  20 ma
jo r  cities, tou ring  the country 
to help b u ild  up the foVces nec
essary to block passage of pend
ing federal leg is lation tha t w ould 
overth row  r e c e n t  favorable 
c iv il- lib e rtie s  decisions by  the 
Supreme Court. W h ile  v is it in g  
groups and ind iv idua ls  in  riew  
Y o rk  he stopped a t the M ilita n t 
office and we managed to p ry  
some in teresting facts out of 
him .

W ilk inson was a member of 
the Los Angeles Housing A u th 
o r ity  fo r  14 years. As assistant 
to the d irec to r he was in charge 
o f . site selection. He picked 
Chavez Ravine fo r  a low-cost 
housing project. “ I t  was never 
supposed to be a ba ll park,”  lie 
said. “ Hundreds of fam ilies were 
displaced thei-e on the promise 
tha t homes w ou ld  be made 
available to them in the new 
pro ject.”

B u t pow erfu l real-estate in 
terests had d iffe ren t ideas. In 
buying  up parcels of land in  
the ravine, W ilk inson recom
mended a price of $90,000 fo r 
one pa rticu la r section. The real 
estate firm  invo lved demanded 
$1,000,000 and the issue w ent to 
court. Taking  the stand to tes
t i fy  on the value o f the land, 
W ilk inson was astonished to 
learn under cross-examination 
tha t the  on ly in fo rm a tion  the 
real-estate lawyers wanted from  
h im  was the organizations he 
belonged to.

Since the question was ob
v iously  irre levan t, W ilk inson 
refused to answer. The year 
was 1952 and M cC arthyism  was 
at its  peak. The Housing A u th 
o r ity  p rom p tly  fired h im  and 
the Tenney comm ittee, a state 
w itch -hun ting  group, came in 
at once to fish fo r possible “ sub
version”  in  the agency. Behind 
the smokescreen o f red-baiting' 
th a t fo llow ed, the Chavez Ra
vine housing pro ject was to r
pedoed.

Recalling the experience, W il
kinson said, " I learned about 
civil liberties the hard way. It  
became crystal clear to me that 
defense of the B ill of Rights 
must come first for every 
American actively concerned 
with social progress."

FACES PRISON

The record demonstrates th a t 
th is  wasn’t  id le  ta lk . W ilk inson 
is now facing a one-year prison

FR A N K  W ILK IN S O N

te rm  fo r  contem pt of Congress. 
A long w ith  in tegra tion  leader 
C arl Braden, he defied the 
House U n-Am erican A c tiv it ie s  
Committee in  A tla n ta  last De
cember. H is conviction is being 
appealed by the Am erican C iv il 
L iberties Union.

A fte r  his discharge by the 
Housing A u th o r ity  in  1952, W il
kinson plunged in to  the w o rk  
of a new ly  form ed Los Angeles 
group, the C itizens Committee 
to Preserve Am erican Freedoms. 
He also became a member of 
the N ational Council o f the 
Emergency C iv il L ibe rties  Com
m ittee.

The Los Angeles body, com
prised of prom inent profession
al, church and labor figures, 
w ith  D oro thy M arshall as cha ir
man, has the abo lition  of the 
U n-A m erican A c tiv it ie s  Com
m ittee as i t ’s m ain target. Since 
1952 alone, the Congressional 
inqu is itors have paid some 15 
v is its to Los Angeles and v ic 
tim ized hundreds of innocent 
people.

Last m onth the Los Angeles 
c iv il libe rties  group decided to 
suspend its  abo lition  campaign 
fo r 90 days to concentrate its 
energies on m ustering opposi
tion  to the planned Congression
al reversal o f the Supreme 
Court. The com m ittee is spon
soring the W ilk inson  to u r as 
pa rt of tha t effjort.

The attack on the h igh  court 
ru lings, W ilk inson explained, “ is 
being led by Southern segrega
tionists and security-m ad N o rth 
ern politic ians. They are using 
the Am erican B ar Association 
and its ‘Committee on Com m un
ist Tactics’ as the screen fo r 
th e ir v io len t purposes.”

The Bar Association subcom
m ittee issued a lengthy report 
ca lling  fo r the overtu rn  of 24 
Supreme C ourt c iv il- lib e rtie s  
decisions. The parent body ap
proved seven o f these and b ills  
were q u ick ly  introduced in to  
Congress covering th e ir recom
mendations. Eastland of Mississ
ipp i acted in the Senate and 
Rep. W a lte r (D-Pa.) introduced 
companion b ills  in  the House.

Am ong other things, the p ro 
posed laws w ould  cancel out 
h igh court decisions on these 
v ita l issues:

•  The Steve Nelson case 
where i t  was ru led tha t federal 
legislation supersedes s tate “ se
d itio n ”  laws.

•  Am end the Sm ith  A c t to 
broaden the legal de fin ition  of 
“ organiz ing”  a “ s u b versive ”  
movement and redefine “ m em 
bership”  in  such groups so as 
to w iden the basis fo r  prosecu
tion.

•  M ake m andatory the. sum
m ary discharge of federal em 
ployes who refuse to answer 
any question pu t to them  by a 
governm ent body. This w ould 
reduce governm ent w orkers to 
the status o f second-class c it i
zens, depriv ing  them  o f consti
tu tiona l righ ts inc lud ing  due 
process o f law .

•  Extend t h e  “ security”  
screening program to “ non-sen
s itive ”  areas o f governm ent.

•  Em power the Secretary of 
State to deny passports on the 
basis of p o lit ica l beliefs and 
refusing to in fo rm  on past
po litica l associates.

•  T ighten Im m ig ra tion  De
partm ent contro l o f aliens o r
dered deported bu t s til l in  th is 
country by com pelling such
aliens to answer a ll questions 
abQut cu rren t associations at the 
risk  o f im prisonm ent w ith o u t 
tr ia l.

Hearings have already been 
held onv these reactionary mea
sures by the In te rna l Security 
Subcommittee o f the  Senate 
Jud ic ia ry  Committee, w ith  tw o

Northerners, Kea ting  (R-N.Y.) 
and Dodd (D-Conn.) fro n tin g  
fo r Eastland a t the sessions.

In  the House, where a s im ila r 
series of measures were voted 
las t year, open hearings on the 
b ills  have been ru led  out by 
Rep. Emanuel Celler, the New 
Y ork  Democrat who heads the 
Jud ic ia ry  Committee.

In  th is  session, the House has 
already v o t e d  unanim ously 
w ith o u t debate to approve a b il l  
reversing the Nelson decision.

In  W ilk inson ’s opinion, there 
is l it t le  chance th a t the legis la
tion  can be blocked in  the 
House and he is u rg ing  organ i
zations and ind iv idua ls  to con
centrate th e ir  pressure on the 
Senate. New Yorkers should 
w rite  or w ire  Senators Javits 
and Keating, ins is ting  tha t none 
of the Supreme C ourt’s, c iv il 
liberties decisions be modified.

“ Then cam e a s tra n g e  g e n e ra tio n  w hose  m in d s  rem ain 
an im p e n e tra b le  m y s te ry  to  us d e sp ite  a l l  th e  research o f 
o u r  h is to r ia n s  and  th e  p ro fo u n d e s t p ro b in g s  o f o u r depth 
psychologists. The outstand ing* 
figures of that generation appear 
to have fo llow ed a leader namcid 
Jesus Christ, an advocate o f 
peace, whose teachings were ob
served in  ritua ls  of periodic mass 
m urder called W orld  W ar. I t  was 
th is generation th a t decided to 
poison our p lanet’s atmosphere, 
an act fro m  w hich  we are s til l 
suffering.”

Does that sound like a para
graph from a history text of the 
year 10,000 A.D.? The raw m a
terial for that book is being 
compiled right now.

Here is how  some o f i t  ap
pears in  I. F. Stone’s W eekly fo r 
M ay 18 as digested from  a hear
ing th is m onth held by  the ra 
d ia tion  subcomm ittee o f the 
Jo in t Congressional Committee 
on A tom ic  Energy:

“ The contam ination o f m an’s 
atmosphere and food by fa llo u t 
is -increasing at a m uch faster 
rate than was expected tw o  
years ago. Should testing be re 
sumed i t  w i l l  soon become a 
health hazard . .  .

“ W hen the firs t K u lp  studies of 
human bone appeared . . . he 
estimated tha t s tron tium  90 
w ould  reach a peak o f one or 
tw o m icrom icrocuries per gram 
o f ca lc ium  in  hum an bone by 
1970. Now the F a llo u t P red iction 
Panel . . . expects five to ten 
m icrom icrocuries in  the peoples 
o f the N orthern  Hemisphere by 
1962-65 . . .

“ The S tar quoted [Rep. Chet]
H o lifie ld  as saying th a t rad ia tion  
from  fa llo u t was ‘ro u g h ly  ten 
per cent o f the n a tu ra l back
ground rad ia tion  th a t has a l
ways existed.’ B u t E. A . M arte ll,
Geophysics Research D irector,
A ir  Force Cam bridge Research 
Center . . . had less reassuring 
figures to offer. ‘In  areas o f h igh 
fa llo u t in  the northern  hem i
sphere d u ring  1957 and 1958,’ D r.
M a rte ll to ld  the subcommittee,
‘the exte rna l gamma rad ia tion

from  fa llo u t is estimated to be 
about one h a lf th a t fro m  na
tu ra l sources.’

“ A  s tr ik in g  example [o f cov
ered over danger] are the new 
results and anxieties reported 
by tw o  researchers in  the fie ld  
o f iodine 131, w h ich  D r. E. B. 
Lew is, professor o f b io logy a t 
Caltech, called ‘a serious fa llo u t 
hazard whose im portance had 
not been fu l ly  appreciated at the 
tim e of the 1957 hearings.’ D r. 
Lew is reported th a t ‘fo r the last 
few  years testing ’ the  th y ro id  
glands o f in fan ts and ch ild ren  
in  the U n ited  States have been 
exposed to ‘average annual 
doses from  th is  sho rt-lived  iso
tope w h ich  are one to tw o  tim es 
as great as na tu ra l rad ia tion  and 
‘could produce some cases of 
th y ro id  cancer in  the exposed 
popula tion.’

“ D r. A r th u r  H , W o lff o f the 
. . . U.S. P ub lic  H ealth  Service, 
reported tha t levels o f iod ine 131 
have reached the po in t where 
the pub lic  health service has in 
cluded i t  . . . ‘in  its  m ilk  sur
veillance program .’

“ . . . D r. Jack Shubert, o f 
A rgonne N ationa l Laboratories 
. . . said th a t inso far as cancer 
produced by rad ia tion  is con
cerned, ‘the most susceptible 
segment o f our popu la tion  ap
pears to be the unborn ch ild .’ 
He said th a t studies o f the e f
fects o f rad ia tion  on the human 
fetus ind ich te  ‘th a t rad ia tion  
doses so low  as to approach thfe 
rad ia tion  levels from  fa llo u t and 
na tu ra l background cause a sig
n ifican t increase in  childhood 
cancer deaths.’ ”

As a fin a l gruesome touch, 
Stone reports th a t H o lifie ld  ad
m itted  the accuracy o f a repo rt 
tha t w h ite  bread, sold in  a New 
Y o rk  superm arket, was loaded 
w ith  s tron tium  90. B u t the C a li
fo rn ia  Democrat complained 
tha t the facts were p u t “ in to  d is
proportion .”

Headlines in Other Lands
Chiang Casts V o te
For "Revolution"

>

Against Chinese
Ten years a fte r some 600,000,- 

000 Chinese th rew  Chiang K a i- 
shek off the m ain land in  the 
greatest revo lu tion  since the 
Russian ove rtu rn  o f 1917, the 
aging d ic ta to r came up w ith  a 
tr ic k  way of regain ing power.

He called together his hench
men at the head of the K uom in- 
tang, a pa rty  o f b ig capita lists 
and landlords, and had them 
cast a unanimous vote M ay 17 
fo r  a “ re vo lu tio n ”  on the m a in 
land.

I t  is doub tfu l tha t the b ru ta l 
generalissimo could last tw o 
days on Taiw an w ith o u t a revo
lu tio n  of the islanders i f  the 
U.S. were to w ith d ra w  support 
of his m ilita ry  dictatorship.

See High Proportion 
O f Lamas Among  
Tibetan Refugees

“ F u ll in fo rm a tion  is s ti l l  
lack ing ”  about Tibetans who fled 
to Ind ia  in  recent weeks, w rites 
T illm a n  D u rd in  from  New D elh i 
in  the M ay 19 New Y o rk  Times.
B u t o f the nearly  1,000 re fu 
gees at the big reception center 
near Tezpur, “ a large proportion  
. . . are lamas [B uddh ist monks] 
who fled th e ir monasteries when 
they heard th a t the D a la i Lama 
had le ft  Tibet.”  A  to ta l o f 12,000 
Tibetans are reported to have 
fled th e ir country  and are s low ly 
m aking  th e ir w ay dow n the 
Himalayas.

British to Sell 
Arms to Iraqi

The B ritish  governm ent an
nounced a decision M ay 11 to 
sell arms to Iraq  inc lud ing  tanks 
and je t bombers. Deliveries, 
however, w i l l  no t begin fo r 
abo^t a year. B ritish  po licy  is 
designed to bolster P rem ier A b 
del K a rim  Kassim and the Iraq i 
a rm y againsrt the mass m ove
m ent led by the Com m unist 
Party , and to free Kassim from  
having to depend on the Soviet 
U nion fo r arms.

Jordan, Iran  and T u rkey  have 
endorsed the B ritish  arms sales, 
w h ile  Cairo radio and newspa
pers have denounced i t  as an 
im peria lis t m achination against 
A rab nationalism . Supporters of 
U nited A rab  Republic President 
Nasser fear tha t the real m otive 
o f B ritish  arms sales to Kassim 
is to . keep Iraq  and i f  possible 
K u w a it separated from  other 
A rab countries. Both are ex
trem e ly  rich  o il producers.

Accord ing to the M ay 13 
C hris tian  Science M onito r, lead- ‘ recent t r ip  to  the Soviet U nion

ir.g U.S. offic ia ls were displeas
ed w ith  the B ritis h  decision to 
sell arms to Iraq , a lthough 
fo rm a lly  W ashington announced 
i t  had no objections. “ In  th is  
Am erican v iew ,”  says the M o n i
tor, “ the concept o f A rab na
tiona lism  as exem plified by 
President Nasser w i l l  prove the 
dom inant c u r r e n t  of A rab 
thought as tim e moves on,”  and 
should be supported by  the 
West.

Argentine Unions 
Call Fourth General 
Strike in Year

Hundreds o f factories, m ills  
and other enterprises under 
union contract in  the greater 
Buenos A ires in d u s tria l belt 
closed M ay 15 when A rgentina  
labor called a 24-hour general 
s tr ike  in  support o f s tr ik in g  na
tiona l bank workers. However, 
m ilita ry  contro l o f ra ilroads, o il 
fields and Buenos A ires m u n ic i
pal transporta tion, established in  
previous strikes, kep t w orkers 
in  these industries from  jo in in g  
the w a lkout.

A rgen tine  labor has conducted 
fo u r general s trikes since Presi
dent A rtu ro  F rond iz i took office 
on M ay 1 last year. F rond iz i was 
elected w ith  labor backing, in 
c lud ing  the Com m unist P a rty ’s 
support.

Khrushchev Urges 
Improved Quality  
In Farm Products

A  general im provem ent in  So
v ie t a g ricu ltu ra l conditions was 
reflected in  tw o  recent speeches 
of P rem ier N ik ita  Khrushchev. 
Addressing collective farm ers in  
K iev  and K ish inev (M ay 11 and 
14), K hrushchev stressed the fo l
low ing :

(1) C ollective farm s m ust pay 
greater a tten tion  to q u a lity  of 
crops than heretofore. Q uantity  
alone does not count. I f  qua lities 
are not up to the requirem ents, 
the state w i l l  pay a low e r price. 
“ . . . a commission w i l l  be ap
pointed to suggest prices lik e ly  
to s tim ula te  a struggle fo r  h igh- 
q u a lity  p roduction .”

(2) A d m in is tra tive  d is tr ib u tio n  
o f m inera l fe rtilize rs  should 
cease. Instead, comm ercial agen
cies should sell to  the collective 
or state farm s w ha t they need.

(According to Paul W ohl, 
w r it in g  in  the M ay 19 C hristian 
Science M onitor, emphasis on 
“ com m ercia l-effic iency methods 
s im ila r to those in  the West lias 
become characteristic o f Mr. 
Khrushchev’s statements,”  in 
c lud ing  his concept o f prices. 
Again, an Am erican economist, 
D r. W assily Leontie f, noted on a

tha t economists there are grea tly  
concerned w ith  proper account
ing  methods.)

(3) Collectives should no t pay 
h igh in d iv id u a l earnings to 
th e ir members. These payments 
should assure decent l iv in g  con
d itions to the peasants and th e ir 
fam ilies bu t no more than that. 
The rest should go in to  a fund  
to be used to b u ild  club houses, 
boarding schools, nurseries, k in 
dergartens, homes fo r  the aged, 
bakeries and restaurants to free 
women from  domestic chores.

The income o f co llective fa rm 
ers s t i l l  lags considerably behind 
tha t o f sk illed  in dus tria l w o rk 
ers, though in  recent -years th e ir  
l iv in g  standards have im proved. 
Furtherm ore, inequities abound 
between rich  and poor collective 
farms. Thus in  a question-and- 
answer period du ring  one o f his 
speeches, one co llective-fa rm  
chairm an referred to another 
as “ a rich , a ve ry  r ich  man.”

British Suspend 
Kenya Prison-Camp 
Chief O ver Deaths

The B rit is h  governm ent w i l l  
not in s titu te  prosecutions against 
offic ia ls at the Hola D etention 
Camp in  K enya a fte r a ll. E leven 
prisoners died o f beatings ad
m in istered by guards last March. 
A coroner found th a t the beat
ings had been “ e n tire ly  u n ju s ti
fied and illega l,”  and B ritis h  
C olonial Secretary A la n  Len- 
nox-Boyd said the governm ent 
w ould consider prosecution.

However, on M ay 13, a gov
ernm ent spokesman announced 
tha t although the commandant 
and deputy comm andant w ou ld  
be suspended fro m  duty, in 
d iv id u a l blame could no t be ap
portioned.

On M ay 19, the Kenya govern
ment announced tha t compensa
tion in  the am ount of about £ 120 
($336) each w ou ld  be paid to de
pendents o f the eleven dead 
prisoners. The Hola detention 
camp is used fo r  p o lit ica l p ris 
oners who fought B ritis h  ru le  
several years ago.

A bako Leaders 
Return to Congo

Joseph K a s a v u b u ,  D anie l 
Kanza and Simon Nzeza, three 
leaders o f the ou tlaw ed Abako 
Congolese N a tiona lis t Associa
tion, w ere allowed to re tu rn  to 
Leopo ldv ille , capita l c ity  o f the 
Belgian Congo. The Abako 
group favors the coun try ’s in 
dependence. The three leaders 
were arrested last January a fte r 
protest dem onstrations against 
Belg ian ru le. A t firs t im prison
ed .in the Congo, they  were 
taken to  Belg ium . They re turned 
by plane on M ay 13.
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And It Isn't 
Science Fiction



O ur Thanks
Editor:

Enclosed is a donation o f $5 
fo r you r outstanding w o rk  and 
fo r  the honor of rece iv ing the 
M ilita n t each week. Words can
not express how I  look fo rw ard  
each w e e k 'fo r the M ilita n t.

J. J. O.
Columbus, Ohio

Suggests Greater 
Stress on Need to  
Organize the South
Editor:

I  should like  to make a sug
gestion regarding m ateria l p re
sented in  the M ilita n t. The pa
per has been fea tu ring  events 
and slogans and programs con
cerning the Negro struggle and 
the unemployed movem ent re 
cently  and i t  occurred to me that 
perhaps more emphasis and a t
ten tion  could be paid to the slo
gan, “ Organize the South.”

I ’m  sure I  don’t have to  po in t 
ou t the  correctness o f th is  slo
gan or how i t  relates to both 
the problems o f the Negro and 
the unemployed. In  add ition  to 
the p r o b l e m s  o f run-aw ay

plants, u n itin g  the w h ite  and 
Negro workers, low-w age con
d itions in  the South affecting 
labor in  the N orth , etc., added 
emphasis on a program  to o r
ganize the South also d irec tly  
underlines our propaganda fo r 
a. labor p a rty  and helps us in  
pushing fo r  independent p o lit i-  
cal action and a break w ith  the 
two cap ita lis t p i t ie s .

The alliance o f the labor b u r
eaucracy w ith  the D em ocratic 
Party  w ou ld  ce rta in ly  be broken 
by a re a lly  fo rce fu l d rive  to  o r
ganize the South; the fac t tha t 
Operation D ix ie  has become 
transform ed in to  O peration-For- 
ge t-W e-Ever-S a id-It points up 
very c learly  tha t labor is stop
ped dead in  its tracks and forced 
to m ove back from  previously 
won gains in  order to m ainta in  
“ good re lations”  w ith  the D ix ie - 
dominated Dem ocratic Party.

I t  seems to me tha t a propa
ganda offensive on thé slogan 
“ Organize the South”  w ou ld  be 
w e ll received by present readers 
o f the M ilita n t and could very 
w e ll in terest a great m any more 
who are no t now  to.o fa m ilia r 
w ith  our press and our ideas.

W hen a le ft-w in g  caucus be
gins to  grow  and flourish in  the

union m ovem ent in  opposition 
to the present bureaucratic class 
collaborators such a caucus w il l  
have to present a program  to in 
spire and organize other w o rk 
ers about them.

Organize the  South is a po in t 
w hich belongs in  a program  of 
such a group and our press 
should be the firs t and foremost 
promoters o f a rea l “ Operation 
D ix ie .”  Evelyn Sell

Detroit, Mich.

How Can You Stop 
Steel Price Boost?
Editor:

Last week one o f you r read
ers w ro te  tha t the steel com
panies don’t have to increase 
prices when . they increase 
wages; so more pay fo r the steel 
workers is no t in fla tionary .

I  agree that the companies are 
m aking enough money so tha t 
they could give an increase 
w ith o u t raising th e ir prices. B u t 
the fac t is th a t every tim e  they 
give more money they always 
do add i t  onto the price and the 
cost o f l iv in g  goes up.

W hat can the union do to beat 
this set up?

H. K .
Pennsylvania

Farewell to Bechet
b y  H arry  Ring

Sidney Bechet, a c la rine t player, d ied of 
cancer last week. N ext to Louis Arm strong, he 
was probably the best know n o f the New 
Orleans jazz musicians. The noted conductor, 
Ernest Ansermet, described h im  as an “ a rtis t 
o f genius.”  He was much more than a ta lented 
virtuoso. One o f the “ o rig ina ls”  o f New Orleans 
jazz, he helped create a music tha t is considered 
the on ly  un ique ly  A m erican con tribu tion  to 
w o rld  cu lture .

• Y e t Bechet died an expatria te  in  Paris. He 
was fa r more w ide ly  know n and acclaimed 
abroad than he ever was in  his own country. 
He had played in  Europe du ring  m uch o f his 
long career and settled perm anently in  Paris 
ten years ago. He said he loved the c ity , de
scrib ing i t  as “ heaven w ith  s idewalk cafes.”  I 
don’t  know  i f  he ever p u b lic ly  expressed his 
feelings about his na tive  land. B u t i t  isn’t  hard 
to figure ou t w hy  he and a w hole num ber of 
other top Negro jazzmen made Paris th e ir home.

Except fo r a re la tive ly  small group o f peo
ple who deeply love the  k in d  of music they 
played, these men were double pariahs in  
Am erica. As musicians, they paid a s tiff price 
fo r  th e ir stubborn re fusa l to p lay  the vapid 
canned product tha t T in  Pan A lle y  has palmed 
o ff as jazz. There were m any lean years fo r 
them ; audiences fo r the music th a t was the be
g inn ing  and end o f th e ir lives were no t su ffic ien t 
to g ive them a good live lihood.

As Negroes, o f course, they had the added 
problem  o f J im  Crow. One of Bechet’s fe llo w  ex
patriates in  Paris —  “ B ig  B i l l ”  Broonzy, a fo lk - 
blues singer —  observed ju s t before his recent' 
death th a t in  Am erica a Negro could live  his 
en tire  life  w ith o u t ever being called a man. 
They keep on ca lling  you “ boy,”  he said w ry ly , 
u n t i l  you get to the age where you m ig h t con

sider the w ord a com plim ent. Then they start 
ca lling  you “ uncle.”

For a man lik e  Bechet, th is  sure ly must 
have been hard to take. The jazz w o rld  is un 
usually free o f race pre jud ice and Bechet was 
the star o f many top -flig h t m ixed groups. W hat 
counted in  his w o rld  was the q u a lity  o f a m an’s 
music, no t the color o f his skin.

I  heard h im  at a fa rew e ll concert in  New 
York jus t before he packed his bags perm anent
ly . The ha ll was jam m ed w ith  fans who knew 
khey m igh t be hearing h im  “ liv e ”  fo r the last 
tim e. B u t by his own decision, Bechet was only 
the co-star tha t n ight. Sharing the feature spot 
and jo in in g  h im  in  w onderfu l c la rine t duos was 
Bob W ilber, a young w h ite  m usician ju s t out 
o f his teens.

W ilbe r was in  high school in  the late forties 
when New Orleans jazz enjoyed its big rev iva l. 
He liked  the music and organized his own band 
to p lay  it. He showed real ta len t and soon Bechet 
was g iv ing  h im  lessons. As they stood together 
on the bandstand a t 'th a t fa rew e ll performance 
i t  was clear tha t Bechet was te llin g  his aud i
ence, “ Here’s one o f the young generation th a t’s 
going to keep m y k in d  o f music a live .”

I ’m one of those who lik e  Bechet’s k in d  of 
music. People who know  something about i t  
te ll me tha t i t  doesn’t have a fu tu re  —  tha t New 
Orleans jazz w il l  be replaced by the music o f the 
young modern jazzmen now  figh ting  fo r  recog
n itio n  and acceptance o f th e ir  art.

Those who ho ld  th is  v iew  are probably 
r ig h t and I  w ou ldn ’t argue the point. B u t one 
th ing  I  know  fo r  sure. Regardless o f the fo rm  
o f th e ir music, jazz artists w ho refuse to comp
romise w ith  the captains o f A m erica ’s do lla r 
cu ltu re  w il l  a lways find a shining example in  
men lik e  Sidney Bechet.
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Keep Curtain from  Coming Down

New York City Parks Commissioner Robert Moses is doing his utmost to ring down the 
curtain on scenes like this from Shakespeare's Othello. Moses is defending the grass, which 
he claims becomes so badly trampled, what w ith  the goings and comings of the actors and 
the crowds' of New Yorkers who are attracted to the free shows, that "erosion" sets in. But 
irritation among Shakespeare fans has grown to such an extent that not even Democratic 
Mayor Wagner has been able to gel that curtain down.

Moses’ Heroic Battle to Keep 
Bill Shakespeare Off the Grass

Notes in the News
K IL R O Y  THERE A G A IN  —  According to 

W ashington co lum nist R obert S. A llen , when 
the  House A ppropria tions Com m ittee had the 
type  set up on the transc rip t o f one o f its  re 
cent secret proceedings, com m ittee members 
were astounded at w ha t they found when page 
proofs came back from  the p rin te r. F irs t was 
L t. Gen. Clarence Irv in e ’s testim ony: “ Several 
thousand ICBM s w il l  be requ ired to  knock out 
a ll o f Russia’s numerous and w id e ly  dispersed 
missile sites.”  N ext the disturbed query from  
Rep. M insha ll (R -O hio): “ A fte r  exchanging such 
massive barrages o f therm onuclear-arm ed 
ICBM s, w ha t’s going to happen to the c iv ilia n  
populations? A nd who is going to pay fo r  a ll 
th is  a fte r the shooting is over and everyone and 
everyth ing  has been knocked out?”  Then came 
in  bold type some testim ony none o f the com
m ittee  members could rem em ber or exp la in : 
"Kilroy: W hy worry about it? I f  that happens, 
it won't matter."

♦ *  »

W A RM  RECEPTIO N FOR ICE SHOW  _
The Russians are an “ incred ib ly  w arm  people,”  
D ick  B utton , the O lym p ic  champion figure 
skater, to ld  newsmen on re tu rn in g  from  an en
gagement in  the Soviet Union. He said th a t his 
v is its  in  the Moscow and Len ingrad areas le ft  
h im  w ith  the fee ling th a t the system and its 
developm ent is the k in d  “ tha t you can’t  have 
a proper perspective on w ith o u t seeing i t  —  
i t ’s phenomenal.”  The “ biggest fea r”  o f the 
Russian people, he reported, is th a t the U.S. 
w ants war.

•  *  *

R E LA X  TH EM  OR SHAKE TH E M  UP? —
“ Music hath charms to soothe the savage breast, 
To soften rocks, o r bend a knotted oak,”  Con
greve said. And Shakespeare p u t i t  like  th is: 
“ The man tha t hath no music in  him self, N or 
is no t moved w ith  concord o f sweet sounds, Is 
f i t  fo r  treasons, strategems, and spoils . . . L e t 
no such man be trusted.”  D id  Louis A rm strong, ’ 
jazz’s hottest trum pet, w an t to apply some such 
test when he b lew  in to  Geneva and offered to 
provide the fo re ign  m in is ters conference w ith  
m usic? “ I  don’t  know  no th in ’ about po litics ,”  
Satchmo was reported to have said, “ but i f  I  ' 
could get them cats to s it s t i l l  and listen, w e ll 
then, Daddy, maybe I  can re lax  them a l it t le .”

*  *  *

YOU T H IN K  YO U 'VE GOT TROUBLES —
Clare Booth Luce, w ife  o f the m illio n a ire  pub
lish e r of Time, L ife  and Fortune, suffered an
other ordeal a fte r having to resign as ambassa
dor to B raz il because o f accusations in the Sen
ate th a t the assignment was a p o lit ica l payoff. 
She had closed up her homes in  Connecticut 
and A rizona and fired nine servants. Two new 
cars —  a station wagon and an a ir-conditioned 
lim ousine —  were at the dock w a itin g  to be 
shipped, as were crateloads o f her finest linen  
and silverw are. Several a ir-cond ition ing  un its  
and a trunk load  o f ho t-w eather clothes were 
also packed. I t  was reported th a t she fe lt  tha t

she could use the new clothes bu t the press d id  
not indicate how she solved her servant problem.1 * * * g

HEROES W EREN'T HORSES — The Dallas 
M orn ing  News published a com pla in t from  a 
reader about the westerns on T V . The com pla int 
wasn’t  about the am ount o f violence and gore. 
“ M any te levis ion programs erroneously depict 
the period from  1872 to 1890,”  said W illia m  E. 
W ells o f C row ell, Texas. “  ‘Wagon T ra in ’ is not 
a true program. In  those days 95 per cent o f the 
wagons .were pu lled  by ox teams. In  a ll the 
western scenes being presented today, no ox 
teams can be seen anywhere. This w il l  not 
g ive an accurate account o f earlie r conditions 
to our younger  generation.”

*  *  *

P L IG H T  OF M E X IC A N S  IN  U.S. — A
group o f p rom inent Am ericans has urged the 
U nited Nations to give “ im m ediate and serious 
consideration”  to a pe tition  ca lling fo r in ve s ti
gation o f the trea tm ent o f M exican im m igrants 
in  the U nited States. The petition  was subm it
ted by the Am erican Committee fo r P rotection 
o f Foreign Born. The supporting group includes 
James Aronson, Reuben W. Borough, Hugh De- 
Lacy, Waldo F rank, R ockwell Kent, D r. Corliss 
Lam ont, Rev. W illia m  H. Melish, Dr. O tto N a
than, Scott Nearing, Rev. George L. Paine, Dr.
L inus Pauling, and Prof. A r th u r  L . S w ift, Jr.

*  *  *

IN  FOR LIFE? — The governm ent w il l  now 
have to decide i f  i t  is going to keep, the Rev. 
M aurice F. M cC rackin im prisoned inde fin ite ly  
fo r refusing to pay a $250 fine imposed along 
w ith  a six-m onths ja il  term  fo r refusing to pay 
income taxes w hich, the C inc inna ti clergyman 
fe lt the governm ent w ould  use fo r w ar prep
arations. Now fin ish ing his sentence, M cC rackin 
says he doesn’t  in tend to pay the fine. Reporting 
this, the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U nion re 
called the M cC arthy-like  statement of the fed 
era l judge who sentenced him . The judge a t
tacked • the Fe llow ship  o f R econciliation and 
the Peacemakers as “ notorious pacifist o rgani
zations w ith  overw helm ing Soviet sympathies,”
and called the pacifist clergym an a “ tra ito r.”

*  *  *

FORGOTTEN REFUGEES — Some 115,000 
refugees from  fascist Spain are liv in g  in  d iff ic u lt 
conditions in  France. Am ong them  are 4,000 
over the age o f 65, 3,000 chron ica lly  i l l ,  3,500 
surv ivors o f German concentration camps and 
5,000 disabled in  W orld  W ar II . Some o f them 
are su rv iv ing  on. as l it t le  as $10 a month. Span
ish Refugee A id , Inc., is appealing fo r funds to 
help these forgotten refugees, p a rticu la rly  the 
o lder ones and those in desperate need o f m edi
cal a ttention. The organization has 1,600 active 
cases o f whom Mme. Chatelet, Perpignan rep
resentative, w rites: “ They are dy ing  of hunger, 
badly housed w ith o u t enough heat, and in  great 
solitude . . . T he ir bitterness and despair is im 
mense.”  The address, fo r  contribu tions is Span
ish Refugee A id , Inc., Room 421, 80 East 11th 
St., N ew  Y o rk  3.

By L illian  Kiezel
Full of sound and fury, yet 

signifying much more than 
nothing, the fight to maintain 
free summer performances of 
the New York Shakespeare Fes 
tival at Central Park continues 
despite the latest edict of Rob 
ert Moses, Czar of the Parks 
Department, that there w ill be 
no Festival this year "w ith or 
yriihoui paid admission/'

Moses began his campaign to 
end the Shakespeare produc
tions on- A p r il 15. He decreed 
tha t admission be charged and 
tha t the c ity  get 10% of the 
gross— or no Shakespeare. The 
shakedown was to pay fo r 
“ erosion”  suffered by the grass 
plus other damage to the park 
caused by the audiences.

Joseph Papp, who has p ro 
duced the Festiva l fo r the past 
three summers, explained tha t 
i f  admission were charged, the 
Festival w ould  be placed on a 
“ show business”  footing. The 
salaries of actors and other per
sonnel w ould have to meet show 
business standards. As free en
te rta inm ent the t h e a t r i c a l  
unions have made i t  possible fo r 
actors to contribu te  th e ir  ser
vices fo r ve ry  nom inal wages.

Papp and those who w ork  
w ith  h im  p u t New Y o rk ’s cu l
tu ra l interests above a few  
square yards o f lawn. “ The 
precept upon w h ich  the Festival 
was founded is tha t there ex
isted a gaping void in  the cu l
tu ra l life  of our c ity ,”  Papp 
said. “ Despite the tremendous 
accomplishments of the B road
w ay theatre, the overw helm ing 
m a jo rity  o f N ew Yorkers have 
ra re ly  been exposed to live  
theatre and seldom, i f  ever, to 
the incomparable magic of 
Shakespeare .' . . Commissioner 
Moses’ a rb itra ry  d ic tum  w ould 
remove the productions from  
the reach of those whom  i t  best 
serves.”

The controvc»«y b e t w e e n  
Papp and Moses was picked up 
by the press. The N.Y. W orld 
Telegram said: “ I t  seems to us 
the erosion is in  the th in k in g  
at the Parks Departm ent, and 
tha t M r. Moses is being not 
m erely inconsistent b u t capri
c iously unreasonable, even fo r  
him .

“ I f  the parks and grass are 
not fo r people, w hat are they 
fo r— birds?”

The N.Y. Times declared: 
“ Perhaps the erosion is in  Mr. 
Moses’ ea rlie r appreciation of 
the ‘exc iting  and s tim u la ting ’ 
in terest in these ‘gateless, ou t
door free shows,’ up to th is 
po in t a m atte r of p ride  and 
fascination to th is com m unity.”

Faced with growing opposi
tion, Moses played his trump 
card. From a "sick bed," whence 
he could not be reached even by 
the mayor himself, Moses cir
culated a mimeographed repro
duction o f an unsigned letter at
tacking Papp for an alleged 
"communist" and "socialist" 
background.

FACELESS IN FO R M A TIO N

When questioned about the 
unsigned le tte r, S tuart Con
stable, top assistant to Moses, 
swung a mace in defense of his 
red-ba iting  chief: “ We believe 
the le tte r is re liab le  . . . We 
don’t th in k  we have to reveal 
the basis o f our decision tha t i t  
is re liab le  . . W hy should we 
embarrass h im ?”  asked Con
stable.- “ The man [P app] took

the F if th  Am endm ent before 
Congress, d idn ’t  he? I f  they 
w e r e n ' t  [C om m unist] w hy 
w ou ldn ’t  they say so?”  This 
was in reference to Papps’ ap
pearance before the House Un- 
Am erican Committee last June 
19 at w h ich  tim e he took the 
F irs t and F ifth  Amendment.

When asked if he thought 
the letter smacked of "Mc- 
Carthyism" Constable replied: 
"What's wrong with McCarthy?"

This red-ba iting  a ttem pt fa i l 
ed m iserably and the curta in  
rose on A c t I I .  Com m enting ed
ito r ia lly  on th is the N.Y. Post 
declared: “ The liv e ly  ba ttle  of 
C entral Park, fea tu ring  Com
m issioner Moses vs. Shake
speare, has heretofore been 
fought on a  fa ir ly  lo fty  level. 
Now i t  appears tha t Moses, to 
w in  his argum ent w ith  produc
er Joseph Papp, has decided to 
impersonate the late Sen. M c
C arthy . . . H ow low  m ay a 
high o ffic ia l go before the M ay
or’s voice is heai’d in protest?”

A  c lim ax appeared near last 
w^ek when Moses and W agner 
fin a lly  met face to face. B u t i f  
W agner came there w ith  a 
sword, he swallowed i t  when 
Moses grow led at h im . A fte r  the 
encounter, W agner to ld  the 
press: “ A lthough  I  can’t  approve 
of a ll the ways th is  has been 
handled, the on ly a lte rna tive  
w ould  be to get a new Park 
Commissioner. I  w ou ldn ’t con
sider tha t fo r a moment. He is 
too valuable a pub lic  servant.”

NEW GEM

The Post has long been count
ed in the lis ts of the House of 
Wagner, bu t i t  decided th is was 
insupportable. The scion of the 
late libe ra l senator had demon
strated a deplorable lack of 
courage —  even granting  tha t 
Moses has a fr igh ten ing  grow l. 
“ H aving announced tha t Moses 
was a bigger man than he,”  
said the Post b itte r ly , “ M r. 
W agner contributed a new gem 
to the collection o f h is to ric  u t
terances fro m  O ur Tow n’s fa- 
nious non-mayors. I t  came when 
he • was asked i f  w hatever 
Moses did was a ll r ig h t w ith  
him . ‘Yes,’ he said, ‘b u t we 
have to get his reasons.’ ”

To this day neither the Post 
nor anyone else knows what the 
"reasons" were for sinking 
Shakespeare, since Moses has 
not made them public. (Unless 
keeping the grass safe from 
communism rates as a reason.)

Papp then w ent to see Con
stable to find out how  much lax  
on admissions the c ity  wanted 
and to see i f  other means could 
not be found fo r  ra is ing the 
money.

Moses’ squire-at-arm s ordered 
Papp out of his office a fte r te l l
ing h im : “ We’re not interested 
in the money. W e’re not in te r
ested in  licensing people like  
you.”

Commissioner M o s e s  then 
sought to r in g  down the cu r
tain by te lling  the press th is is 
a “ closed incident.”  However, 
the thousands who w ant to see 
Shakespeare at Central Park 
are shouting at the management 
tha t the last act has not yet 
been played.

A  “ Citizens We W ant W ill 
(Shakespeare) Com m ittee”  has 
been organized. In  add ition  the 
Citizens U nion has asked the 
Board of Estim ate to ho ld  a 
pub lic  hearing on the whole a f
fa ir. *

To round out the discussion, 
Brooks A tk inson, drama c ritic  
of the N.Y. Times, corrected a 
statement he made A p r il 16 tha t 
Commissioner Moses “ is never 
boring.”

"Famous last words!" A tk in 
son Nadmilted May 16. "Moses is 
boring. When he decides that 
the public is to be damned he 
means it."

Com m enting on Moses’ de
cision to k i l l  free Shakespeare 
in C entra l P ark  th is summer, 
he said: “ M r. Moses has con
sulted w ith  h im self, discovered 
h im se lf to be correct and ruled 
against it. M ayor Wagner, boss 
o f the  c ity  and the people’s 
choice, has unselfishly accepted 
his commissioner's verd ic t. A nd 
the 110,000 persons who thought 
they were having a grand tim e 
in th e ir  own park last summer 
can s it hoYne th is  summer and 
watch ‘Restless G un’ and ‘D rag
net.’ There is p len ty  o f mass 
enterta inm ent available fo r  the 
masses . . . ”  ,

ARE YOU K ID D IN G ?
Robert Moses, who banned 

free Shakespeare in New Y o rk ’s 
Central P ark  to save the grass, 
was g iven a medal by the M u n i
cipal A r t  Society fo r adding to 
“ the richness of v isua l life .”

. . .  Lewis Urges
(Confirmed fro m  Page 1) 

r iv e r to save their, own hides.”  
They made a “ deal,”  Hoffa 
charges, and d idn ’t  even take 
“ the tim e to read”  the labor b ill 
in  its fina l form .

"Throwing in with the labor 
haters who spout ’corruption’ 
from their mouths while they 
write union-busting provisions 
with their hands, these A FL- 
CIO leaders put their stamp of 
approval on a b ill which could 
open the way to injunctions, 
lawsuits, and government har
assment the likes of which 
American labor has not seen 
since the 1930’s."

A ppa ren tly  some top A F L - 
C IO officia ls have decided tha t 
the tu rn  o f events calls fo r re 
consideration o f th e ir  a ttitude. 
They had hoped to appease the 
an ti-labo r leg is lation d rive  by 
supporting the “ m ild ”  Kennedy- 
E rv in  measure.

As always happens in  such 
cases, the w h ip  handle was taken 
by the extreme reactionaries and 
they u tilized  the d rive  fo r the 
K ennedy-E rv in  b il l  to ca rry  the 
anti-labor' program fu r th e r than 
its supporters wanted i t  to go. 
The cu rren t meeting o f the E x 
ecutive Council o f the A FL-C IO  
is reported to be considering 
sh ifting  to opposition to the 
K ennedy-E rv in  b ill.

For those w ho were strong ly 
convinced tha t they should 
never hav'e supported i t  in  the 
firs t place, th is w ould  be a w e l
come tu rn .

A s ti l l  more welcome tu rn  
w ould be a review  of the labor 
movement's en tire  po litica l p o l
icy.

More than one union militant, 
reading about Lewis's testimony 
at the congressional committee, 
must have thought, "Isn't it 
about time to get a John L. 
Lewis right in Congress where 
he could do a far more effective 
job of defending labor's political 
interests?"

Florida Refugee 
Fights Return 
To Chain Gang

By Flora Carpenter
W illia m  R eid ’s seven-year ba ttle  to escape a F lo rida  

chain gang and almost certa in  death reached a c lim ax 
th is week when the U.S. C ircu it Court of Appeals in  New 
Y ork turned down a plea to pre-
vent his ex trad ition . O n ly ac
tion  by G overnor Rockefeller 
can now save his life .

U rg ing  A c ting  Governor W il
son to revoke an ex trad ition  w r it  
oignea by fo rm er Governor H ar- 
rim an in  1956, M ilto n  H. F rie d 
man, R eid’s attorney, stressed 
the fact tha t i f  re tu rned to F lo r
ida, Reid w ou ld  be tu rned  over 
to W illis  V. McCall, sheriff o f 
L ake County, Fla. F riedm an ex
plained tha t M cC all “ is n o to r i
ous a ll over the coun try  as a 
k ille r  o f Negroes,”  being “ c re d it
ed w ith  having k ille d  11 Negroes 
already.”

S heriff M c C a l l  personifies 
Southern law-enforcem ent o ff i
cers. When rich  w hites and the 
K u  K lu x  K lan  launched a re ign  
of te rro r against the Negro peo
ple in  G roveland, who had be
gun vo ic ing discontent in  1949 —  
M cCall d id  his share in  the “ le 
ga l”  end o f th ings. A n  accusa
tion  by a young w h ite  woman 
tha t she had been “ raped”  by 
fo u r Negroes was a ll the excuse 
needed. The reprisals were so 
te rrib le  th a t 400 fam ilies  (thé 
entire  Negro population o f Lake 
C ounty) had to be evacuated.

In  the “ L it t le  Scottsboro Case”  
tha t fo llow ed the “ rape,”  one 
Negro was shot dead by a posse, 
three others were almost lyn ch 
ed; o f these three, one was given 
life  im prisonm ent, tw o  (Samuel 
Shepherd and W alter Lee I r v 
ing) were sentenced to death. 
When the Supreme C ourt o rder
ed a new tr ia l fo r the tw o  con
demned men S heriff M cC all shot 
them in  cold blood, m urdering  
Shepherd and leaving I r v in  fo r 
dead.

I t  appears certa in  tha t W illia m  
Reid w i l l  receive sim ilar,, treaty 
m ent from  M cC all. He was sen
tenced to 15 years o n 'th e  chain 
gang in  1950 fo r  cu tting  another 
Negro on the hand fo llo w in g  a 
card game. He escaped to New 
Y ork  in  1952 where he was taken 
in to  custody and e x trad ition  p ro 
ceedings were begun in  1955. 
Reid was granted a w r i t  o f hab
eas corpus and released on ba il 
in . October 1956.

He was sentenced by F lo rida  
C ircu it C ourt Judge T rum an G. 
Futch —  the same o ffic ia l who 
doomed the Negro youths in  the 
“ L it t le  Scottsboro Case.”  R eid ’s 
a ttorney m ainta ins th a t the sen
tence is illega l because the p ris 
oner was not perm itted  to have 
a law yer. In  add ition  Futch 
made R eid’s plea “ g u ilty ”  to  a 
charge o f “ assault w ith  prem edi
tated a ttem pt to m urde r”  a l
though he could on ly  have been 
g u ilty  o f aggravated assault fo r 
w hich he w ould  have received 
a m axim um  one-year sentence.

Reid's life would be further 
endangered because he testified, 
in a Florida state investigation, 
that prison guards had illegally 
cut down and sold timber from  
private property. Several of the 
accused guards were subse
quently fired.

Am ong those who have tried  
to help Reid, an it in e ra n t farm  
laborer, is his em ployer W illiam  
Frank. F rank  appealed to Fed
eral Judge M urphy. “ This is a 
man,”  he said, “and the k in d  of 
man we should keep in  th is 
state.”

In  an ed ito ria l en titled  “ Jus
tice fo r  a F u g itive ”  the N.Y. 
Post says th a t New Y o rk  State 
“ doesn’t  seem to ’care enough to 
save h im .”  The fact th a t M cC all 
is the law  enforcement officer 
in th is case plus the fac t tha t 
Reid testified against “ th iev ing  
prison guards, makes u tte r ly  
gruesome the prospect of his re 
tu rn  to Lake C ounty.”

Send a Letter 
To Front Royal

The A p r i l  issue of South
ern P a trio t, published by the 
Southern Conference Educa
tio n a l Fund, carries an a r
resting photograph bearing 
the caption, “ A lone but eager 
in  th e ir p u rsu it o f kn o w l
edge.”  I t  p ictures five Negro 
students in  class.

They are p a rt o f a -group 
o f 21 — the on ly students 
now enro lled in  the p rev
ious ly  a ll-w h ite  high school 
in  F ron t Royal, Va. The 
SCEF recently  w rote  to 1,500 
persons in  V irg in ia  suggest
ing tha t they send le tters of 
encouragement to these 21 
blazing the in tegra tion  tra il.

H ow  about people around 
the coun try  jo in in g  in  on 
this? Le tte rs and post cards 
m ay be sent care o f J. A. 
Dom brow ski, SCEF, 822 P er
dido St., New Orleans 12, La. 
He w i l l  fo rw a rd  them to the 
F ron t Royal students.

Group in South 
Opposes Curbs 
On High Court

A TLA N TA , May 18 —  Con
gressional proposals to revive 
state sedition laws or otherwise 
curb the U.S. Supreme Court 
were opposed in a policy state
ment adopted here yesterday 
by the board of the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund.

The SCEF, a Southw ide o r
ganization w o rk in g  fo r in teg ra 
tion, pointed out tha t state se
d itio n  laws w ould probab ly be 
used against Southerners advo
cating in tegration.

The board declared: “ We are 
especially distressed over such 
leg is la tion because, w h ile  i t  is 
ostensibly aimed at subversion, 
i t  w ould  p e rm it a broadside a t
tack against libe ra ls  in  the 
South who are speaking out in  
support o f Supreme C ourt de
cisions on segregation and fo r 
law  and order.

“ The coun try  should be aware 
of the fact th a t to  m any peo
ple in  power in  the South the ' 
de fin ition  o f subversion is in te 
gration.

“ Such leg is la tion w ould  have 
the effect o f g iv in g  local de fin i
tion  to the offenses o f sed ition  
and subversion. I t  w ould  clothe 
local prosecuting attorneys w ith  
powers o f censorship th a t w ou ld  
l im it  the freedom of a ll opin-^ 
ion-m aking  bodies — church, 
press, schools, labor unions,- 
c iv ic  clubs.”

The board also voted to sup
p o rt the Celler-Douglas b i l l  
w h ich i t  said w ould strengthen, 
the federal governm ent’s pow er 
to enforce the c iv il r igh ts  of a ll 
citizens. O ther leg is la tion fa v -  
ored by the board w ould  ex
tend the life  o f the Federal 
C iv il R ights Commission; re 
qu ire  records o f v o tin g  and 
reg istra tion  to be kept fo r  th ree , 
years and require tha t they be 
made accessible to federa l au
thorities ; p rotect pub lic  and 
p riva te  p roperty  against bomb
ing and other violence, and 
fo rb id  d iscrim ina tion  against 
un ifo rm ed m ilita ry  personnel 
in  pub lic  places.

Board members were present 
from  V irg in ia , West V irg in ia , 
Kentucky, Tennessee, South 
Carolina, F lorida, Georgia, A la 
bama, Arkansas and Louisiana.

Local Directory
B O S T O N

• B o sto n L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g 
to n  A v e ., R o om  200 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W .  

A d am s, D £  2 -9 7 3 6 .
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 09  S u 
p e r io r  A v e ., R oom  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen W e d n e s d a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9 .

D E T R O IT  
E u g en e V . D ebs H a ll ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d 

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  and  M o d ern  B ook Shop, 
1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
923 8 .

M IL W A U K E E  
150  E a s t Juneau A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  322 H e n 

nep in  A v e ., 2nd  flo o r. O pen  noon to  
6 P .M . d a ily  e xc ep t S u n d ays .

N E W A R K
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r*  
s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B ox 341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r F o ru m  and  S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 130 3  W . G ira rd  A v e .  
L e c tu re s  and d iscussions e v e ry  S a tu r 
d ay , 8  P .M ., fo llo w ed  b y  open house. 
C a ll PO  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il ita n t ,  114 5  P o lk  S t., R m . 4 .  

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3  P .M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no answ er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .  

S E A T T L E  
1 41 2— 18bh A ven u e, E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L i 

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

Letters from Our Readers


