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By H arry  Ring
NEW  YORK, May 27 — W ith  

an unprecedented amount of 
support from  the rest of the 
union movement, almost 2,000 
employes of six p riva te  hos
p ita ls  are standing firm  in the 
20th day of the ir s tr ike  fo r 
union recognition. T he ir so li
d a rity  has no t been shaken by 
in junc tion -happy judges, the 
threatened ja ilin g  of two union 
leaders, arrest of p ickets or 
moves by an allegedly p ro -la 
bor m ayor to d rive  them back 
to w ork

The s tr ik in g  members of L o 
cal 1199, Retail D rug Employes 
Union, A FL-C IO , have won 
w ide pub lic  sym pathy fo r the ir 
cause despite a campaign of 
v ilifica tio n  by most o f the da ily  
press. H ypocritica l editoria ls 
about the p ligh t of the patients 
cannot erase the fact tha t the 
hospitals have been paying 
scandalous wages of $32 to $38 
a week to the b u lk  of the ir 
employes, 85 per cent of whom 
are Negroes and Puerto Ricans.

COURTS HELP BOSSES

As usual, the courts are on 
the side o f management. A 
state supreme court justice in 
B rook lyn  has meted out a 15- 
day ja il  te rm  and a $250 fine 
against union president Leon 
J. Davis and business agent 
George Goodman fo r refusing 
to te ll the membership to obey 
an a n ti-s tr ike  in junction . The 
arrest w arran ts have not been 
served on the tw o officials.

' M eanwhile, M ayor Wagner 
appointed an “ im p a rtia l”  three- 
man panel to mediate an end to 
the  strike . P o in t num ber one 
in  his fo rm u la  fo r a settle
m ent is, “ T ha t the hospital 
employes should no t s tr ike .”

The fine im partiality of his 
appointees is illustrated by the 
fact that one member, Joseph 
McMurray, is a trustee of a 
hospital which belongs to the 
Greater New York Hospital As
sociation, the u n i o n-h a t i n g 
agency that is representing the 
struck hospitals. The Mayor 
said he was sure this would 
not affect McMurray's objec
tivity.'

As m ediation began, Wag-
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ner ’s police stepped up the ir 
d rive  against the union. Two 
strikers at B rook lyn  Jewish 
Hospital were arrested a fte r a 
scab claimed he had been beat-, 
en up and had his arm  broken. 
The arrested pickets were se
lected from  photographs tha t it 
was disclosed the police have 
been tak ing  of the picketlines.

A t M t. S inai Hospital, where 
there have been a num ber of 
com plaints o f cops shoving 
pickets around, tw o  young 
women were arrested fo r a l
legedly k ick in g  a cop

Top c ity  A FL-C IO  officia ls 
are pa rtic ipa ting  in  negotia
tions and a heartening number 
of locals arc b ring ing  food and 
cash to s tr ike  headquarters and 
th e ir members are jo in in g  the 
picketlines. On M ay 24, Rep. 
Adam  C layton Pow ell brought 
the congregation of the A bys
sinian Baptis t Church, of w hich 
he is pastor, to demonstrate be
fore M t. S inai against eco
nomic d iscrim ination. ( S e e  
story page four.)

Best Week Chalked Up 
In $16,000 Fund Drive

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
This was a good week. Friends and w ell-w ishers of 

the Socialist W orkers P a rty  contribu ted $1,355 tow ard 
the goal of a $16,000 P a rty  B u ild in g  Fund. T h a t’s the
largest am ount in a single week*-
since the campaign began. I t  
brings our national to ta l to 
$10,135 or 63% of the goal to 
be reached June 15.

June 15! T ha t’s on ly  three 
weeks away! Can we make it?  
I f  I  were a po litic ian  I ’d start 
runn ing  scared. B u t as a p ra c ti
cal-m inded campaign director, 
m y inc lina tion  is ju s t to size 
th ings up. A nd I ’d say tha t i f  
every area does w hat some of 
the most energetic ones are 
doing, we’l l  make i t  a ll r ig h t.

Cleveland, fo r instance, is on 
top of the problem of try in g  to 
catch up a fte r a slow start. 
Am ong other things they ’re 
p lanning an “ O ver the Top” 
social fo r  early June.

I ’ve been to bottom ’s up 
socials tha t were a lo t of fun , 
bu t never an over the top. Con

sidering w hat i t ’s rea lly  fo r — 
to get together a few  dollars 
fo r the greatest cause on earth 
— I  hope tha t i t ’s not on ly fu n  
bu t a big success.

M eanw hile  Gene F. hopes 
that the tw o checks th is  week 
to ta lling  $117 w il l  pu t “ C leve
land closer to the top of the 
scoreboard.”

Detroit seems to have con
sidered some weeks ago tha t 
an unusual e ffo rt had to be 
made to catch up from  the ir 
slow start. Looking  back at the 
w eekly scoreboards, I see they 
pushed up to the on-schedule 
group and stayed there. W hat’s 
rem arkable about th is  is tha t 
the D e tro it comrades were 
among the very hardest h it in 
the whole country by unem
ploym ent.

They haven’t revealed the ir 
secret but I ’d say they ’re s im ply 
dem onstrating how much they 
believe in  socialism and how 
w e ll they realize w ha t a de
cisive difference a few  dollars 
can make in bu ild ing  a figh ting  
socialist party. Last week N. 
V a ld in sent $102, w h ich  gave 
D e tro it 89% of its $600 quota.

New York's BOO K F A IR  was 
part of another planned effort 
to make up fo r  lost tim e. The 
sale of donated books brought 
$146 fo r socialism. This together 
w ith  $404.75 from  other con
tr ibu tions  gave the branch a 
w eekly to ta l o f $550.75.

When R ichard Lopez brought 
in  the money, he asked i f  tha t 
d idn ’t am ount to 71% of the ir 
goal. I  conceded tha t was w hat 
it  read on my slide rule. Then 
I noticed tha t he wasn’t rea lly  
w atching how the figures came 
out, he was checking the per- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Troops Used 
In Kentucky 
Mine Strike

Seven thousand members of 
the United Mine Workers in 
the "Bloody Harlan" coal fields 
of eastern Kentucky are in the 
tenth week of a bitterly fought 
strike against truck mine and 
coal ramp operators. The men 
face 2,000 national guardsmen, 
a court injunction against pic
keting secured by the NLRB  
and armed agents of the oper
ators.

Three men have been k illed  
and five ramps destroyed by 
fire and dynam iting . The union 
charges tha t the ram p operators 
de libera te ly  d e s t r o y e d  the ir 
w ell-insured property.

The National Guard was sent 
in to the H arlan, Hazard and 
Big Sandy fields by Governor 
Chandler A p r i l  24. He claims, 
“ The situa tion  was desperate. 
They [the m iners] were so un 
ru ly , so defiant, tha t the lives 
of our State Police were in 
jeopardy.”  The Governor also 
promised he w ould take the 
guns away from  the w ell-arm ed 
mine owners’ thugs bu t has 
made no move to do so.

The s trike  began March 9 
a fte r 750 tru ck  mine and ramp 
operators in  the area refused 
to sign the national B itum inous 
Coal Wage Agreement. The 
agreement w ou ld  raise wages 
$2 a day to $24.25. A  key clause 
w ou ld  p revent the ram p oper
ators who buy the coal from  
the tru ck  mines and process it 
from  tak ing  coal from  non-union 
operators.

W ith  heavy unem ploym ent in 
the area, the small tru ck  mines 
have been able to h ire  men fo r 
less than h a lf the union scale. 
Many of those signed up w ith  
the union have been ignoring 
the agreement, inc lud ing  the 
clause ca lling  fo r a 40-cent-a- 
ton con tribu tion  to the U M W  
w elfare  fund.
NLRB A ID S OPERATORS

The N LR B  has moved in 
squarely behind the operators, 
charging tha t the demand tha t 
ramp operators buy on ly  from  
union mines constitutes a secon
dary boycott p roh ib ited  by the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  law . I f  the courts 
uphold th is reactionary in te r
pretation, every one of the 
un ion ’s cu rren t contracts m igh t 
have to be renegotiated.

M eanw hile the men of H arlan 
County are m ain ta in ing  th e ir 
h is to ric  tra d itio n  o f m ilitancy  
and union so lida rity . W ithou t 
any funds except meager union 
s trike  re lie f, one m iner to ld  a 
newsman, “ I ’l l  stay ou t as long 
as the union buys m y groceries. 
And then I ’l l  stay out longer. 
I f  John [L . Lew is ] te lls  me to 
strike, I  s tr ike ; when John tells 
me to go back, I ’l l  go back.”

Can They D ig  Coal W ith  B ayonets?

Members of the Kentucky National Guard at a struck coal mine tipple that was blasted 
by dynamite last month. W ith the National Guard as a shield, mine operators are conducting 
armed warfare against striking members of the United Mine Workers who know that bayo
nets don't dig coal and who don't intend to let it be dug by anything else until they win 
their demands.

AFL-CIO Sees Job Increases 
Lagging Far Behind Recovery

Warning that there is "dang
er that widespread joblessness 
may persist," the A FL-C IO  E x
ecutive Council has demanded 
that the federal government 
should not use the past two 
months' increase in employ
ment as a pretext for denying 
effective aid to those still out 
of work.

The council pointed out tha t 
organized labor cannot cheer a 
“ recovery”  th a t leaves 53 u n 
employed out of every 1,000 in  
the labor m arke t a fte r a year 
o f p ickup from  the recession. 
This is pa rticu la rly  so, the 
statement said, since one year 
a fte r the bottom  o f the 1954 
recession joblessness had de
clined to 43 out of every 1,000.

OUTPUT UP 18%;
JOBS UP 5.5%

The exten t to w hich im 
provem ent in  em ploym ent is 
lagging behind industria l p ro 
duction is indicated, the ana ly
sis notes, by the fact tha t in 
dustria l ou tpu t increased 18% 
in the past year w h ile  wage 
and salary jobs in indus try  in 
creased on ly 5.5%.

The A FL-C IO  v iew  tha t the 
jobless problem  remains is 
confirm ed by the ve ry  Labor 
D epartm ent reports tha t are

supposed to b rin g  'cheer. On 
M ay 21 the departm ent an
nounced tha t it  was rem oving 
14 areas from  the “ substantia l” 
labor surplus classification. This 
leaves 60 areas w ith  unem ploy
m ent above the six percent 
mark.

Two years ago there were 
only 21 areas in that category. 
The Labor Department an
nouncement also dropped the 
auto manufacturing city of 
Flint, Mich., to "Group F" —  
denoting unemployment in ex
cess of -12%.

M eanw hile a sharp increase 
in the num ber o f “ hard core” 
distress areas was reported in 
a survey made public M ay 24 
by Solomon B ark in , a labor 
economist associated w ith  the 
T ex tile  W orkers U nion of 
America, AFL-C IO .

According to the study, there 
were 23 such areas in  January. 
By last month the num ber had 
increased to 32. These areas 
embrace about 9% of the coun
t r y ’s w o rk in g  population and 
include about 15% of the na
tiona l jobless tota l.

“ Unem ploym ent has been 
persistent in  these com m uni
ties,”  B a rk in  said. “ In  12 of 
these labor m arkets a substan
tia l labor surplus has persisted 
fo r three or more years and in

seven m arkets there has been 
a surplus fo r more than seven 
years. In  none of these areas 
has there been less than 18 
months o f substantia l labor 
surplus.”

The survey was made by the 
Area Em ploym ent Expansion 
C om m ittee w hich is pressing 
fo r federal aid to distressed 
areas. The comm ittee has o ff i
ces at the T ex tile  W orkers 
headquarters at 99 U n ive rs ity  
Place in New York.

'HARD RESIDUE'
OF JOBLESS

Its  findings are am p lifie d ‘ by 
a study o f Labor D epartm ent 
statistics in  the A p r il 23 issue 
of Business Week. The maga
zine said:

“ No m atter how prosperous 
the country gels, there is going 
to be a hard residue o f unem 
ploym ent — perhaps larger 
than in any other boom.”

The percentage o f long-term  
unemployed —  38% o f to ta l 
unem ploym ent in  A p r il —  is 
more than 20 per cent higher 
than A p r il 1950, the magazine 
reported. Secretary of Labor 
M itche ll “ considers long-term  
unem ploym ent one of the most 
serious job  problems facing the 
country today,”  says Business 
Week.

Knows Who Killers Are 
But Turns Names Over 
To Racist Governor

By George Lavan

F B I w ith d ra w a l from  the case of M ack C. Parker, 
23-year-old Negro lynched. A p r i l  25, came as a b itte r  blow  
to those who hoped to see M ississipp i’s m urderous racists
brought to justice. I ____________________

According to an Associated 
Press story (M ay 27) the F B I 
had identified about ten mem
bers of the masked lynch mob
and had turned over all its in 
fo rm ation  about the crim e to 
Mississippi Governor Coleman. 
But the FB I didn't w ail around 
for any arrests, and Gov. Cole
man announced he would do 
nothing with the F B I report 
till next November when the 
Pearl River County grand jury  
met. Meantime the report would 
be kept secret and by stale law  
a grand jury need not divulge 
information presented to it for 
another six months.

The FBI, w h ich  w il l  spend 
years hounding a person w ith  
le ftis t po litica l ideas who has 
com m itted no .crime, decided to 
stop its  lynch  probe a fte r ex 
actly one m onth ’s a c tiv ity . J. 
Edgar Hoover exercises a free 
Hand in de term in ing w hat and 
where his agency m ay inves ti
gate. He determ ines in  very 
elastic fashion w hether on the 
basis of possible federal v io la 
tions to pro long or cu rta il in 
vestigations. In  the Parker case, 
his h u rry  to get out sets some
th ing  of a record.

POSSIBLE V IO LA T IO N S

In  bow ing out of the lynch 
investigation the F B I stated that 
no v io la tion  of federal law  was 
involved. Two federal laws tha t 
may have been invo lved are (1) 
the an ti-k idnapp ing  law , w hich 
applies when state lines are 
crossed in connection w ith  the 
crime, and (2) an old la w  cover
ing v io la tion  o f c iv il r igh ts  by 
collusion w ith  state officials. I t  
is fa r fro m  clear as yet, despite 
F B I claims, tha t both of these 
laws were not vio la ted by the 
lynchers.

The day a fte r the F B I w ith 
draw al, T V  S tation W DSU in  
New Orleans broadcast an ac
count of the lynch ing  from  a 
“ h ig h ly  re liab le  source.”  I t  de
scribed how  the lynch  caravan 
was on the Pearl R ive r bridge 
(connecting Mississippi and Lou 
isiana) preparing to shoot and 
th row  P arker in to  the r ive r 
when a car approached. This 
caused the lynchers to proceed 
across the r iv e r to a cattle 
i n s p e c t i o n  station before 
re tu rn ing  to m idstream  where 
the fina l shots were fired in to  
Parker and his body th ro w n  
in to  the rive r. W ill the F B I

The Chivalrous 
South — Alabama 
Legislature Style

How does a racist th ink? 
Last week’s debate in A la 
bama's House of Representa
tives over a controversial 
“ ille g itim a te ”  ch ild  b i l l  p ro 
vides a dam ning example. 
The b ill, passed by the House 
58-22, w ould cut off w elfare  
aid to ch ild ren  whose m other 
has more than one ch ild  
born out of wedlock.

Rep. H . B. T ay lo r of B u tle r 
C ounty sponsored the b ill. In  
rep ly to opposition he said 
“ A l l  th is  b i l l  does is t r y  to 
stop those Negro women 
from  ra ising those i l le g it i
mate, bastard ch ild ren  who 
some day w il l  grow  up and 
outvote us.”  (M ontgom ery 
A dvertiser, M ay 20.)

investigate' th is  story? No, i t  
has w ith d ra w n  fro m  the case.

Furthermore, if the auto cara
van did murder Parker without 
crossing into Louisiana before
hand, what about afterward? 
Did it turn around in the mid
dle of the bridge or did it have 
to cross over to Louisiana to 
turn?

As fo r c o l l u s i o n  o f 
M ississippi offic ia ls w ith  the 
lynchers, Negro reporters have 
dug up enough evidence to 
w a rran t a great deal more in 
vestigation. The ja ilhouse keys, 
always taken home by the ja i l 
er, were le ft  tha t n ig h t in  the 
office and the lynch mob knew  
exactly where to find  them. 
When the “ surprised”  sheriff 
got to the ja il  some 20 minutes 
a fte r P a rke r’s b ru ta l abduction, 
a w h ite  companion asked h im  
“ D id  they get the r ig h t one?”  
The ve ry  transfe r o f P arker 
from  a safe ja il  in  the state 
cap ita l to the unguarded Pop- 
la rv ille  ja il  smacks o f collusion.

I t  has now come out th a t the 
lynchers proceeded to the ja i l  
fro m  a racist mass meeting a t 
a fa rm  outside P op la rv ille . Is 
the F B I certa in tha t no local 
offic ia ls at tha t meeting arrang
ed fo r the lynchers’ easy access 
to the ja il?  O r is i t  th a t the 
F B I ju s t doesn’t  care to find  
out?

Congress Score Shows N e e d  for  Labor P ar ty
By M urry Weiss

The decision of the Execu
tive Council of the A FL-C IO  
May 20 to come out at last in 
strong opposition to the Ken- 
nedy-Ervin labor "reform" bill 
should certainly provide the 
occasion to consider the badly 
needed reform (more accurate
ly, revolution) in the labor 
movement's whole political pol
icy.

O rig ina lly , the labor officia ls 
supported the K ennedy-E rv in  
measure as it firs t appeared on 
the Senate floor w ith  the fo l- 
low ing  type of ra tiona liza tion : 
“ Since some k ind  o f anti-labor 
leg is la tion under the guise of 
measures to curb racketeering 
and corrup tion  in  the unions 
seems inevitable, le t us there
fore support a ‘m ild ’ form  of 
such leg is la tion and stave off 
the most reactionary p ro 
posals.”

The trouble  w ith  th is  clever 
scheme was tha t once the p r in 
ciple of governm ent in te rven 
tion  in to  the in te rna l affa irs of 
the unions was granted, the 
door was flung w ide  open to 
a ll k inds of s tringen t clauses

aimed at im plem enting the 
princip le.

This is exactly w ha t happen
ed when Senator McClellan 
from  Arkansas, who is cu rren t
ly  spearheading the an ti-labor 
offensive, amended the K en
nedy-E rv in  measure w ith  his 
phony “ b ill o f r igh ts ”  fo r la 
bor. M cC lellan’s amendments 
ca re fu lly  sharpened the provis
ions p u tting  the unions under 
tig h t governm ent control w h ile  
ra ising the banner o f democ
racy fo r the union rank and 
file.

Instead o f tearing the issue 
of union democracy out of the 
hands of the an ti-labor forces 
and tak ing  it  to the ranks of 
the union m ovem ent where it  
belongs, the labor offic ia ls op
posed the union - democracy 
clauses on the false grounds 
tha t they w ould provide an op
p o rtu n ity  fo r “ comm unists”  to 
“ d is rup t”  the unions. A nd  in 
stead o f denouncing a ll a t
tempts, under w hatever guise 
at B ig  Business governm ent 
contro l over the union, the 
A FL-C IO  leaders continued to 
support such an ti-labor legis
la tion  in  p rinc ip le  —  they on ly

argued the degree of such 
union-busting control.

There was considerable w a rn 
ing against th is course, not 
on ly from  socialist and other 
proponents of a labor party, 
bu t also from  sections of the 
union leadership itself. The 
Teamsters who are being as
sailed from  a ll sides by the 
governm ent raised a great 
alarm  about the K ennedy-E rv in  
b ill. John L. Lew is spoke out 
strong ly against the whole idea 
o f the governm ent “ re fo rm ing ”  
the unions. And A FL-C IO  vice- 
president, Joseph Curran, de
clared tha t “ labor should know 
by now tha t i t  cannot appease 
its enemies . . . Today many 
leaders of labor are s til l a t
tem pting to compromise w ith  
the headman’s axe.”  He added, 
“ There is no ‘lesser e v il’ when 
it comes to an ti-labo r laws.”

A fte r the K ennedy-E rv in  b ill 
passed the Senate 90-to-l, (the 
lone opponent was the rab id ly  
an ti-labo r Sen. G oldwater), it  
appeared tha t a new batch of 
onerous clauses w ould be tack
ed on in  the House. A t this 
point the A F L -C IO  tops re 
versed the ir position on the

b ill and fin a lly  came out in  op
position. The U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce and the National 
M anufacturers Association also 
came out in  opposition —  on 
the grounds tha t the b ill was 
not harsh enough in  its a n ti
labor provisions. A t the pres
ent m om ent it  appears tha t the 
b ill w il l  be stalemated and 
tha t this session of Congress 
w il l  not enact any legislation 
on the so-called labor reform  
issue.

W hat is obscured in th is en
tire  episode is the fact that 
w h ile  labor was figh ting  th is 
defensive battle  w ith  one hand 
tied behind its back, a ll the 
other ’ leg is la tive  demands of 
the unions have been lost.

LABOR'S BOX SCORE

A t m id -po in t of th is Con
gressional session the A FL-C IO  
issued a box score of legis la
tive  action w hich showed tha t 
w ith  one exception the ' over
w he lm ing ly  Democratic Con
gress had scored exactly zero in 
enacting a single measure fa 
vored by labor. The exception 
was the progress the Kennedy- 
E rv in  b ill was then m aking

through Senate committees!
This box' score of no runs, 

no hits, one error puts in ques
tion the whole course of de
pendence on capitalist poli
ticians to advance labor's po
litical interests.

The W a ll S treet Jou rna l’s 
co lum nist in  Washington, D.C., 
Robert D. Novak said May 21: 
“ P o litic ians have reappraised 
the meaning o f last Novem 
ber’s Dem ocratic landslide.”  
M any “ have g radua lly  come to 
the conclusion tha t the election 
results d id  not signal as much 
o f a le ftw a rd  s h ift as they 
thought at the tim e .”  Novak 
supports th is  conclusion w ith  
the argum ent tha t w h ile  i t  was 
to be expected tha t the Demo
cratic high command in Con
gress w ou ld  steer a conserva
tive  course, the absence of any 
real pressure fo r p ro-labor leg
is la tion from  the libera ls  m ust 
be due to the absence of any 
real mass pressure on the . l ib 
erals.

N ovak fa ils to take in to  ac
count tha t the le ftw a rd  pres
sure of the w orkers has been 
channeled in to the Democratic 
pa rty  by the labor officials. The

offic ia ls in tu rn  are supposed 
to transm it th is pressure. The 
pressuring a c tiv ity  of the labor 
officials, however, is described 
by Novak in  revealing terms: 
“ A p a rt from  the in te rna l p o li
tics o f Congress, the lack luster 
function ing  of organized labor’s 
lobbying  machine has con tribu 
ted most to the subdued aspect 
o f Congress. One pro-un ion 
Democrat puts i t  th is  w ay: 
‘W ith  a Republican President, 
labor has to ca rry  the ba ll fo r 
libe ra l b ills . A nd labor is so 
w orried  about the [ Kennedy] 
re fo rm  b ill tha t i t  ju s t hasn’t 
done the job .’ ”

Novak reports on how labor 
lobbyists r e q u e s t e d  un ion- 
backed freshmen Democrats in  
the Senate to support a n ti- f il i
buster rules d u ring  the opening 
days o f Congress and w a rn 
ed of po litica l reprisals i f  they 
fa iled  to do so. “ Some of the 
new Senators,”  N ovak says, 
“ retorted tha t they m igh t re 
ta lia te  themselves when the la 
bor b i l l  reached the Senate 
floor. I t  was a chastening ex
perience fo r labor and a les
son tha t i t  be tter adopt a more 

(Continued on Page 3)

New York Labor 
Rallies Behind 
Hospital Strike

FBI Washes Its Hands 
Of Mississippi Lynching
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The FBI Grads Take Over 
“Industrial Relations”

By Henry Gitano
Besides com piling a master b lack lis t fo r 

the employers and spying on labor meetings, 
the F B I supplies management w ith  a tra ined 
corps o f F B I “ graduates”  to staff th e ir per
sonnel o r “ security”  departments.

Business Week in  Ju ly  1946 to ld  its read
ers: “ Labor Relations is another na tura l fo r 
the old grads. F B I experience has taugh t them  
not on ly  how to handle personnel bu t to know  
w hat is going on w ith in  groups.”

A lb e rt J. Tuohy, “ security”  d irec to r at 
R epublic A v ia tion , is one such “ old F B I 
grad.”  In  the October 1954 issue o f Factory 
Management and Maintenance, he advises on 
“ W hat You Can Do A bou t Communists in  
In d u s try .”  Tuohy says the answer is “ F ire  ’em. 
A nd th a t’s exactly  w ha t we did to 250 of 
them  th is  year. O f those 250, on ly  15 were 
Communists. No m atter. They a ll get the same 
treatm ent.”

Describ ing the w o rk  o f his “ security”  o r
ganization in  w h ich  a ll bu t one are ex-F B I 
agents, Tuohy elaborated: “ We’re a le rt to
w h ich  men are becoming prom inent in  p lan t 
organizations. . . . We know  who- is runn ing  
fo r office and who has been elected in  the 
various organizations. A  qu ick  look through 
personnel and security files te lls  us al l  we 
need to know .”

“ Once a G-Man . . .
D ick  O’Connor, in  his 1939 book, G-Men 

A t W ork, stated tha t “ A ll  the p u b lic ity  and 
the ca re fu lly  nu rtu red  tra d itio n  tha t G-Men 
are super-detectives has impressed business 
men. . . . Hoover encourages his men to accept 
such [jo b ] offers.”

Business Week observed, “ Once a G-M an 
always a G-Man. . . . Relations w ith  the old 
ch ie f are cordial, almost reverent.”

A  national convention of fo rm er F B I 
agents was reported in the Nov. 11, 1955 De
tro it  News: “ D etro iters include people lik e  
John T. Lynch and E. W a lte r B u tle r Jr. who 
w ith  a staff o f fo rm er F B I agents find  ou t fo r 
employers w hether th e ir employees w il l  s tr ike  
or not. There are be tte r know n D etro iters too, 
like  John S. Bugas, Ford M otor Co. v ice-presi
dent in  charge o f indus tria l relations, fo rm er 
head of the D e tro it F B I office, and his 26 fo r 
m er F B I men who make up a unique group at 
Ford .”

H a rry  Bennett, who once ran H enry Ford ’s 
“ security”  organization and headed the d rive  
against unionization by the CIO, reports in  his 
book, We Never Called H im  H enry, tha t 
“ W hile  Bugas was s t i l l  w ith  the F B I, Edsel 
[F o rd ] began using h im  as his own source of 
in fo rm a tion .”  A  Boston Globe headline in  
December to ld  its readers: “ F B I paid Bugas 
$6,500, Ford Salary $183,785.”  Q uite a gradu
ation present!)

Business Week, a fte r noting tha t Bugas 
employed “ subtle tactics”  against the U AW  
w hich he learned w h ile  w ith  the F B I, also 
listed some of the other F B I “ grads”  in  per
sonnel w o rk : W illia m  Larson, advisor on
labor relations, General M otors; Wayne K . 
L isterm an, d irec to r o f personnel, Eaton M anu
fac tu ring  Co.; John Hanson, personnel d irec
to r at Lockheed A irc ra ft.

F B I graduates have organized the Society 
o f Form er F B I Investigators, w ith  offices on 
the 16th floor at 274 Madison Avenue, New 
Y o rk  C ity. The Society has 3,700 members and 
36 active chapters. I t  runs a placement bureau 
and acts as a c learing house fo r its s leuth ing 
membership.

The Society’s national convention “ is a l
ways attended by h igh-priced executives from  
companies lik e  GE, GM , IB M , Westinghouse 
and Lockheed,”  says an N E A  feature artic le  
in  February 1958. U ndoubted ly the big shots 
are hun ting  ta len t to staff T uohy-like  per
sonnel departments.

The Society’s magazine, the Grapevine, 
(A p ril-M a y  1957) te lls  how  the boys are 
m aking  out. I t  reports, fo r instance, th a t 
“ Iv o r E. (B ill)  N itschke (1935-1945) . . .  has 
gone in to  the investigation business under the 
firm  name of Gross and Associates w ith  o f
fices in the Subway Term ina l B u ild ing , 417 
South H il l  St. Los Angeles 13.

“ B il l  announces tha t ‘I  have associated 
w ith  me a group of competent professionals in 
the fie ld of security surveys, specialized in 
vestigations, business consultation, pre-em ploy
ment screening, polygraph exam inations, u n 
dercover assignments and the use of profes
sional investigative  equipm ent’.”

Again, G rapevine reveals tha t H. E. W hite 
is now personnel d irector at. N orth  Am erican 
A v ia tion , Downey, C alif., and H erbert T. B runn 
is in  charge of personnel w ith  R CA ’s In te r
nationa l D ivision. A t M ilw aukee ’s M ille r  B rew 
ing there ’s a tr io  of F B I “ old grads” : F rank 
Grassy, d irec to r of indus tria l relations, his 
assistant John W. S ile r and Joseph Fellner, 
investigations. Leslie G rady is supervisor of 
indus tria l re lations fo r  Westinghouse at L it t le  
Rock and P h ilip  Cease is w ith  O lin  Mathieson 
Chemical.

(Inc iden ta lly , the Grapevine is unavailable 
a t e ithe r New Y o rk ’s Forty-Second Street 
L ib ra ry  or the L ib ra ry  o f Congress in  Wash
ington. I  w ent to the Society’s office and asked 
to see a back file. The office secretary, Fran 
Keogh, to ld  me: “ L ib ra ries  have requested it, 
bu t  i t  is unavailable to outsiders. We are very 
security conscious.”  I obtained the A p ril-M a y  
1957 issue on ly by accident.)

“ A  group o f e x -F B I men now fo rm  M ich i
gan’s b i g g e s t  ‘professional’ investigative 
agency,”  reports Fortune (M ay 1956). F rank 
B ie laski who according to the Reporter (Feb. 
10, 1955) has rounded up 42 fo rm er FBIers — 
“ his favo rite  employees”  —  on a single as
signment, peddles p riva te  po litica l inqu iries 
and boasts th a t he “ has been able where 
necessary, to penetrate and explore the com
m unist underground as a measure of the se
c u rity  w h ich  is furn ished im portan t industries.”

The N.Y. (Post last J u ly  9,. exposed a 
p riva te  organization, the Am erican Security 
Council, w ith  a file of over one m illio n  names 
and a $100,000 yearly  budget, w h ich  supplies 
g iant enterprises w ith  dossiers on workers. This 
o u tfit devoted to the hounding and harassing 
o f job seekers was founded in  1955 by W illia m  
F. C arro ll, a fo rm er F B I agent, and is cu rren t
ly  bossed by ex -F B I agent John M. Fisher, who 
was w ith  the N.Y. Office o f Com m unist In 
vestigations, and Robert J. W ilson fo rm erly  
head of the Chicago F B I’s “ subversive”  squad.

In  A p r il 1947, three ex-F B I men —  Ken 
B ie rly , Ted K irk p a tr ic k  and John Keenan — 
set up Am erican Business Consultants in  New 
Y ork. In  add ition to pub lish ing  Counterattack, 
subtitled  “ Facts to Combat Communism,”  they 
provided special reports, charging fees from  
five dollars to five-figure sums. In fo rm a tion  
was provided by these specialists to business 
clients on ridd ing  th e ir enterprises of so-called 
“ subversives.”

í  íRed C hanne ls99
C ounterattack’s most infamous special re 

po rt was “ Red Channels”  in  1950, designed 
and used as a b ib le fo r  b lack lis ting  in  the 
en terta inm ent field. The fo rm er F B I men sat 
in  judgm ent over 151 actors, producers, d irec
tors and w rite rs . They w hipped up hysteria  and 
demanded firings.

C ounterattack exh ib its  a rem arkable in 
terest in  the labor movement generally. Thus, 
in its A p r il 3 issue, appear artic les dealing 
w ith  the Steel, Jew e lry  and E lectrica l W ork 
ers unions. A ll  names are underlined.

In  its s tudy o f “ The P riva te  Eyes,”  the 
R eporter (Feb. 10, 1955) reveals another facet 
o f the close liaison between priva te  and gov
ernm ent snoopers: “ George F. Keefe, ch ie f of 
Dun and  B radstreet’s investigative staff —
w hich  includes 2,000 fu l l  tim e  ‘reporters’ and 
20,000 ‘correspondents’ —  points out tha t ‘As 
soon as the question of lo ya lty  develops in  a 
case, we cease our own investigation im m edi
a te ly  and tu rn  our in fo rm a tion  over to the
F B I, then getting the F B I’s perm ission to
n o tify  our c lien t o f the circumstances.’ The 
average em ployer reacts to such notifica tion 
p rom p tly  and decisively! The w o rke r is fired, 
and solely on the basis o f '  w ha t m ay be
m alicious rum or.”

...Socialist Fund Drive
(Continued from  Page 1)

centages of the other branches 
on the scoreboard.

“ You don’t  happen to  be 
curious about how  the T w in  
C ities are doing?”  I  asked.

“ W ell, no,”  he said. “ N ot at 
a ll. I  w ou ldn ’t  w an t to  s ta rt 
anyth ing. B u t I  do notice we 
happen to be ahead o f them .”

N ot fa r  ahead! The T w in  
C ities reached 67% w ith  $203.05 
across the w ire  th is  week. And 
th e ir  BO O K F A IR  was a suc
cess, too. So fa r  $86.05 was 
netted.

Just in  case the N ew  Y o rk  
comrades w ould  like  to know, 
Fannie w rites  fro m  the T w in  
C ities .that i t ’s s t i l l  an u p -h ill

ba ttle  b u t they ’re expecting 
th e ir “ second w ind  to give us 
the fina l push over the top.”

Joe S k iva r sent th is note w ith  
$30 fo r  Newark: “ We’l l  have 
our quota in  on tim e, bu t I  a l
ways get j it te ry  when the 
deadline gets close.”  I ’m  chew
ing m y gum faster, too, b u t I  
th in k  we’ve got a good chance 
of m aking it, even though the 
deadline is on ly 21 days away.

Boston has been m oving up 
in  fine style. Each week th e ir 
check has got a l i t t le  bigger. 
This week i t  was $65. That 
quota looked a w fu lly  b ig at the 
beginning, I ’l l  bet, b u t they ’ve 
succeeded in  ge tting  i t  down 
to where they can begin to

th in k  o f Operation Mop Up. 
Those comrades, I  th in k , m ust 
have decided th a t socialism can 
pu t those dollars to be tte r use 
fo r hum an ity  than the in s ta ll
m ent collectors.

Denver carved another notch 
w ith  $5 and M ary  Jane w rote 
tha t they w il l  “ have the balance 
in by the end o f th is  m onth.”

Wayne Leverenz sent in  $20 
th is  week fo r  Milwaukee. They 
have held tw o successful affairs 
there. They were modest but 
l iv e ly  and they helped the fund  
campaign. Representatives of 
various tendencies enjoyed d is
cussing socialism and the SWP 
v iew po in t on the big events 
going on in the w orld .

L . M orris  sent in  $36 fo r 
Philadelphia. For a ll those in  
the v ic in ity  P ro ject Chicken 
D inner is scheduled fo r  June 
6. Be sure to make i t !  (See 
Calendar o f Events on page 
fo u r fo r  details.)

The week’s con tribu tion  from  
Los Angeles was $226 and the 
Bay Area sent $30. Beverley 
Wise’s welcome note accom
panying the check from  the 
Bay A rea spoke fo r  the West 
Coast: “ We’l l  get the re !”

Johnny A . of New Y o rk  who 
pledged $100 to help o u t "Gen
eral" on the scoreboard has a l
ready made good $80.

“ General”  got another assist 
from  a fr iend  in  Columbus, 
Ohio, w ho w ro te : “ Here’s my 
donation fo r  the fund  raising 
d rive  now going on fo r  the 
Socialist W orkers Party . I  only 
w ish the donation could be 
larger, b u t I  believe every b it 
helps. W ell, enclosed is $5 to 
help.”  I t  does help. Thanks a 
lo t!

Debate Is Lively at British Socialist Parley
From all over Britain, 120 

delegates met in London at the 
inaugural conference of the So
cialist Labor League on May 16. 
17, and 18.

“ I t  was a h is to ric  gathering 
w hich proclaim ed c learly  and 
confidently the in ten tion  of 
bu ild ing  a pow e rfu l movement 
to defeat the em ployers’ o ffen
sive and lead the w ork ing  class 
fo rw ard  to w orkers ’ power and 
socialism,”  w rites  P atric ia  M c
Gowan in  the M ay 23 News
le tte r, w eek ly  jou rna l of the 
League.

The delegates were men and 
women from  ev ery m a jo r in 
dus try  and trade union in  the 
country —  over a hundred of 
them members of the Labor 
Party . I t  was a yo u th fu l con
ference. F o rty -tw o  delegates 
were between the ages o f 20 and 
30. Four were under 20 and 
the average age was 29 1/2. B u t 
there were o ld -tim e re vo lu tion 
a ry  socialists among the  dele
gates too. The oldest delegate 
was F rank Parkinson from  L iv 
erpool, a 70-year-old pensioner 
and fo rm er boot and shoe w o rk 
er. He to ld  P a tric ia  McGowan: 
“ This is the most m arvellous 
conference I  have ever been to, 
and I  have been to 200. E ve ry 
th ing  is free and open. We all 
say w hat we w ant to say. There 
is no other p o litica l group 
where you could do th is. The 
on ly  th ing  I  am sorry about is 
tha t I  am not f i f ty  years young
er.”

PROTEST OVER BAN

The Socialist Labor League is 
a revo lu tionary-socia lis t policy 
group w ith in  the unions and the 
Labor Party . The righ t-w ing , 
bureaucratic leadership o f the 
Labor P a rty  has proscribed the 
League and  the  Newsletter, and 
ordered local un its  to expel 
League members. This has 
b rought so much protest w ith in  
the Labor P a rty  tha t so far, ac
cording to G erry  Healy, the 
League’s general secretary, only 
three members have been ex
pelled. H ea ly ’s own u n it in L o n 
don refused to exclude h im  from  
membership, though he is w id e 
ly  know n as the League’s lead
ing  spokesman. The M ay 23 
N ew sletter p rin ts  a statement 
passed by the executive coun
cil o f V ic to ry  fo r Socialism, an
other po licy group w ith in  the 
Labor Party, dep loring  “ the re 
cent bans, proscriptions and ex 
pulsions because we feel tha t 
the aim  o f the Labor P a rty  
should be to m ainta in  the w idest 
u n ity  o f diverse elements in  the 
movement . . .”

“ I t  is inev itab le  th a t some 
people w il l  be expelled from  the 
Labor P a rty ,”  H ealy to ld  the 
conference, “ bu t we have more 
supporters in the Labor P arty  
today than ever. W e are re c ru it
ing more people than ever before 
w ith in  the Labor P arty .”

The Socialist Labor League 
conference had three main tasks. 
(1) To work out a policy and 
program based on the real needs 
of the British working class. (2) 
To draw up a constitution for 
the League. (3) To further the 
campaign against the right-wing 
leaders' ban against the League.

G erry Healy reported th a t the 
campaign w ou ld  begin by send
ing delegations to Transport 
House when the Labor P a rty  
nationa l executive comm ittee 
meets there on June 3. I t  w ould 
culm inate in  a nationa l confer
ence o f a ll interested Labor 
P a rty  members, trade unionists 
and other members of the labor 
movement to be held in B lack
pool on the eve o f th is  year’s 
Labor P a rty  conference. (B lack
pool is a seashore tow n  where 
the Labor P a rty  conference w il l  
be held.)

LABOR TOPS FEAR IDEAS

“ Since the League was formed 
three months ago,”  Healy said, 
in  presenting the main po litica l 
report to the Socialist Labor 
League conference, “ we have 
been under constant attack from  
the r ig h t-w in g  leaders o f the 
Labor P arty  and trade unions 
and from  the cap ita lis t press.

“ No other po litica l grouping in  
th is  country has endured more 
attacks in  such a b r ie f period. 
B u t everyone knows our organ
ization is not a large one. W hat 
our attackers are w orried  about 
is ou r policies. The B ritis h  r u l
ing class has not had to deal 
w ith  a M a rx is t organization 
since the Com m unist P a rty  be
came Stalin ized in  1924.

“ They are a fra id  tha t M arxism  
w il l  take roo t among advanced 
w orkers and young people at a 
tim e when the employers are in 
tensify ing  th e ir offensive.”

The League was the direct 
outcome of the struggles in B rit
ain of the last twelve months, 
Healy said. When the situation 
began to change in the country, 
it became clear that changes 
would take place in the Labor 
Party. The policies of the N a
tional Industrial Rank-and-File 
Conference called by the News
letter last November were now 
the policies of thousands of 
workers throughout Britain.

(The background o f the Lea-

Interracial Defense 
Urged for W . London
(The following are excerpts from an editorial in the May 

23 Newsletter outlining Socialist Labor League policy on 
racial disturbances on Notting H ill in West London.)

The Socialist Labor League believes tha t the m anifest 
in a b ility  of the police to prevent violence [against Negroes] 
in  west London makes i t  im pera tive  fo r  the on ly  organized 
force tha t is capable of a fford ing them the necessary p ro 
tection to do so That force is the Labor movement. O ur sug
gestion is that a conference be held in  west London of local 
Labor Parties, Com m unist P a rty  branches, union branches, 
trades councils and shop stewards’ commitees, together w ith  
representatives of colored people’s organizations. This confer
ence w ould  consider the fo rm ation  o f local defense com
mittees, consisting of w h ite  and colored trade unionists.

The p rim a ry  task of these committees w ou ld  be to carry 
out propaganda among w h ite  youth  in the affected areas, 
answering the in flam m atory statements p u t out by fascist 
organizations, exp la in ing  tha t colored people are not th e ir 
enemies, bu t tha t capita lism  is the common enemy of w h ite  
and colored workers. Explanations should be given, too, about 
the real causes and real character of the im m igra tion  to th is 
country from  the colonies, and about the real nature of rac ia l
ism and im peria lism .

The defense committees w ould  also provide protection 
where colored people requested it, escorting them and guard
ing th e ir homes from  attack where necessary. . . .

As a m atter of fact, the Common Law  makes i t  the du ty  
o f citizens  to prevent a breach of the peace i f  the police do 
not do so. The Committee fo r  A frica n  Organizations has just 
w ritte n  to the P rim e M in is te r, declaring tha t “ colored citizens 
o f the U nited K ingdom  . . . have lost confidence in  the 
a b ility  of the law -enforc ing  agencies to protect them .”  Has 
not the organized Labor movem ent a du ty  to these colored 
citizens? The Socialist Labor League th inks  th a t i t  has.

gue is as fo llow s: Since 1956, a 
group of M arxists function ing  
fo r m any years in  the Labor 
P arty  collaborated w ith  Com m u
nist P a rty  members th a t aban
doned S ta lin ism  fo r re vo lu tion 
ary socialism fo llow ing  the Sov
iet Com m unist P a rty ’s 20th Con
gress and the H ungarian Revo
lu tion . T he ir firs t jo in t venture 
w;as The Newsletter, started by 
Pete r F ryer, one of the p rom in 
ent ex-CP members, in  M ay 
1957. Last year, the N ewsletter 
distinguished itse lf th rough its 
energetic support to m ajor 
strikes in England — inc lud ing  
.“ unauthorized”  strikes —  and 
published strike  bu lle tins  o f the 
London busmen and C lyde con
s truction w orkers as supple
ments to the Newsletter. Last 
November, 500 delegates a ttend
ed the N ationa l Indus tria l Rank- 
and-F ile  conference called by 
the N ewsletter and adopted a 
C harter o f W orkers’ Demands. 
M any of these trade-un ion m i l i 
tants jo ined w ith  the N ewsletter 
group to found the Socialist 
Labor League.)

PERIOD OF STRUGGLE

T urn ing  to the situation in  the 
Labor movement, H ealy said 
“ Today is the period fo r  the 
developm ent of the ' M a rx is t 
movement. I t  is a period o f s trug
gle. M arx ism  is a science to

guide the w o rk in g  class fo rw ard  
through a struggle to a socialist 
system o f society. The w o rk ing  
class is on ly  now awakening 
from  a long slumber. I t  has tre 
mendous weaknesses.”  .

He characterized the rig h t- 
w in g  Labor P a rty  leaders as the 
d irect descendants o f those who 
fo llow ed ruling-class strategy in  
1931.

“ W hat i t  re a lly  amounts to is 
a d iv is ion  o f labor between the 
r ig h t-w in g  and the Tories. These 
gentlemen speak and act in  ac
cordance w ith  the interests of 
the ru lin g  class. They are small 
men scram bling fo r a place at 
the table o f the ru lin g  class. This 
is the sordid story o f social dem
ocracy.

“ We say: You cannot expect 
A neurin  Bevan and his lik e  to 
develop a movem ent fo r you. I t  
is necessary to u tilize  the s itua
tion  in indus try  to construct a 
M arx is t w ing  inside the Labor 
Party .

“ I t  is the program  o f the 
M a rx is t movem ent w h ich  makes 
i t  independent. I t  d iffers from  
a ll others in  one im po rtan t re 
spect. The M arx is ts  say th a t the 
cap ita lis t class w i l l  not pe rm it 
socialism to be achieved peace
fu l ly  in  B rita in .”

M A R X IS T  SPEARHEAD

Discussing League members’

activ ities  among the workers, 
Healy said: “ We are not ‘s trike - 
happy’ m ilitan ts . We are fo r 
struggles w h ich  develop the 
w orkers as a class. A nd these arc 
not ju s t d iffe ren t industries 
w hich are represented here to 
day. These in d u s tria l comrades 
are the spearhead o f our m ove
ment. Everyone in  i t  serves 
them. They w il l  never be denied 
leaflets o r any k ind  of help they 
need. We shall g ive them  gu id 
ance and every th ing  we have.

“ Le t others sneer about the 
South Bank strike. The ru lin g  
class d id not sneer. I t  said i t  was 
the best organized s trike  the 
b u ild ing  in d u s try  ever had. We 
are proud tha t a num ber of peo
ple fro m  the South Bank site 
are now members o f the League.

“ We are hum ble in  our theo
re tica l know ledge before the 
w o rk in g  class. We believe tha t 
no m atte r how' confused people 
may be, i f  they do not come to us 
today they w il l  come to us to 
m orrow . O u r in d u s tria l com
rades m ust w o rk  hard and w in  
serious w orkers to our ranks. B y 
tenacious w o rk  we shall w in  a 
toe-hold.

"The Communist Party has 
one fatal weakness: the history 
of Stalinism." Healy said. "We 
live at a time when the history 
of the Labor movement is all- 
important, and the Communist 
Parly stands in fear of that his
tory. I t  staggers from one event 
to another without continuity."

The great task is to educate 
a ll those who jo in  the League on 
its h is to rica l l in k  w ith  the past. 
League members can’t  genuinely 
aid in  preparing fo r  w ork ing - 
class power unless they increase 
th e ir theoretica l stature.

“ The League’s theoretica l jo u r
nal, Labor Review, m ust be a 
life lin e  gu id ing  the movement. 
The th in g  th a t sustains people 
when they are v ic tim ized  on jobs 
o r when they are w a lk ing  
around w ith o u t jobs is th e ir the 
oretica l understanding.”

F IG H T  A G A IN ST  H-BOMB

Discussing the struggle against 
the H-bomb, in  w h ich  the News
le tte r supporters have p a rt ic i
pated active ly  fo r the past tw o 
years, H ealy said:

“ The many young people from  
the universities, churches and 
m iddle-class homes who have 
taken part in  the A lderm aston 
marches are to be applauded. 
B u t they need to be clear on 
princip les. You can’t  figh t the 
warmongers and rem ain tied  to 
the warmongers. The Com m u
nist Party, the R igh t w i ng and 
the pacifists a ll exclude the ro le 
o f the w o rk in g  class in  the figh t 
fo r peace.

"When we say mobilize against 
the H-bomb," Healy concluded, 
"we are not against summit

talks. But it is idle and false to 
imagine that such conferences 
can resolve the problem that 
only the struggle of the working 
class can solve."

Follow ing  H ea ly ’s report, d is
cussion took place on the d ra ft 
p o litica l statement presented to 
the conference by the N ew sle t
te r ’s ed ito ria l board. Some 80 
amendments were presented and 
v igorously debated. Am ong those 
adopted was one emphasizing 
tha t i t  is always the cap ita lis t 
class w h ich  firs t renounces the  
facade o f pa rliam enta ry  democ
racy. In  a ll, h a lf the amendments 
were adopted, and the p o lit ica l 
statement was then carried 
unanim ously.

WORKERS DEM OCRACY

“ O ur organization, constitu 
tion  and methods o f w o rk  are 
designed to pe rm it the ca rry 
ing out w ith  the m axim um  u n ity  
o f w i l l  o f decisions reached 
through the w idest dem ocratic 
discussion,”  said Peter F rye r in  
opening the discussion on the  
Socialist Labor League’s p ro 
posed constitu tion.

Forty-seven amendments w ere 
introduced to the d ra ft constitu 
tion, and the discussion over 
them showed tha t the conference 
was keenly a live  to the need fo r 
safeguarding both the democ
racy and the d isc ip line  o f the 
League.

The firs t im portan t discussion, 
however, arose over an amend
m ent from  Manchester and L o n 
don w hich provided that, w h ile  
League members m igh t accept 
paid positions in  the unions, they 
should accept on ly  the average 
wage in  the indus try  concerned. 
Speaking for the amendment, 
Brian Behan, a leading construc
tion unionist, said that it was not 
a question of offering one's ser
vices "on the cheap" but of the 
League campaigning throughout 
industry for this principle and 
showing in practice that mem
bers accept it.

“ The seriousness o f the con
ference d id not make i t  solemn,”  
says P atric ia  M cGowan. “ There 
w as m errim en t as w e ll as earn
estness. A nd noth ing  b rought a 
b igger laugh than the  rem arks 
about the League made by the 
president of the N a tional U n ion  
o f Hosiery W orkers.”  This 
w o rth y  labor skate complained 
tha t the Socialist Labor League 
had “ goaded”  members o f his 
union in to  a state o f rebe llion  
against his decision to accept 
wage cuts up to $11 per week.

Ceylonese Youth Score 
Jim Crow in America

Five thousand delegates to 
the annual conference of the 
Ceylon A ll Island Congress of 
Sama Samaja Youth Leagues 
roundly condemned the denial 
of civil rights to American N e
groes as "insult to humanity."

News o f the Feb. 1 conference 
action came in  a le tte r w hich 
was received here th is  week a f
te r a delay in  the m ail. A d 
dressed to T im  W ohlfo rth , ed ito r 
of the Young Socialist, the mes
sage sends thanks fo r greetings 
sent to the Ceylonese confer
ence. Signed by the organiza
tio n ’s general secretary, G. C. 
Perera, i t  expresses “ sincere 
trus t and hope th a t th is  b rie f 
interchange w i l l  on ly  m a rk  the 
beginning o f a closer contact and 
co llaboration between the so
c ia lis t youth  o f ou r countries.”

The conference resolution on 
the trea tm ent o f Am erican N e
groes declares: “ This A nnua l
Conference . . . considers the 
colour bar and the denial of 
equal c iv il r igh ts  to coloured 
people in  the U.S.A., especially 
in  the provinces of A labam a and 
N orth  Carolina, as an in su lt to 
hum an ity  and condemns such 
d iscrim ination. This conference

wishes every success to these 
people w ho cannot send th e ir 
ch ildren to the same schools as 
the whites, who cannot trave l 
in  the same buses as the whites, 
and who are thus compelled to 
live  as those o f a low er strata 
in  society, in  th e ir  struggle to 
obta in e lem entary hum an rights.

“ This Conference calls upon 
the w o rld  p ro le ta ria t to d irect 
th e ir w eapons at the capita lis t 
class and fo i l  its  treacherous a t
tempts to support the  decaying 
cap ita lis t system by rousing up 
racial, lingu is tic , re lig ious, caste 
and co lour issues in  various 
countries at various tim es to  d i
ve rt the a tten tion  o f the masses 
and thereby cover up th e ir  in 
a b ility  to  solve the basic eco
nomic problems of th e ir  coun
tries.”

A  resolution analyzing the 
problems confron ting  the Ceylo
nese youth, w orkers and peas
ants declares the need to  abolish 
capita lism  and b u ilt  a socialist 
Ceylon. The resolution con
cludes: “ Since the on ly  pa rty  
w hich can fo rm u la te  and carry 
out such a plan is the Lanka 
Sama Samaja Party, th is  confer
ence calls upon the people of

th is  country to s tr ive  fo rw ard  
tow ard  the establishm ent o f a 
Sama Samaja G overnm ent in  
order to achieve th is  object.”

A  message of greeting to the 
conference from  the 100,000- 
member Ceylon Federation of 
Labour said: “ We record w ith  
g ra titude  the u n fa ilin g  support 
and a s s i s t a n c e  the Y outh 
Leagues have given our various 
organizations in  th e ir  struggles 
against the cap ita lis t class. 
W hile  we so lic it the same sup
po rt in  a ll ou r fu tu re  struggles 
th is support is a fu r th e r demon
s tra tion of the so lid a rity  of the 
interest th a t exists between the 
revo lu tiona ry  you th  and the 
w ork ing  class.”

The message also expressed 
satisfaction th a t the conference 
had before i t  the perspective of 
establishing a socialist Ceylon 
and declared, “ In  achieving th is  
goal i t  is certa in  th a t the revo 
lu tio n a ry  youth w il l  march fo r 
w ard un ited in  struggle wi th the 
organized workers. Success to 
you r Conference! Forw ard  to a 
Socialist C ey lon !”

The conference concluded w ith  
a th ree-m ile  march and ra lly  in  
w h ich  10,000 youth  partic ipated.

A d v e rtis e m e n t

A Rare 
Book Event

Two outstanding and long 
unavailable w orks by the 
famed M a rx is t scholar and 
h istorian, Karl Kautsky, are 
now  being reprin ted.

Communism in Central 
Europe at the Time of the 
Reformation. The continua
tion  o f h is classic w ork, 
Foundations of C h ris tian ity , 
th is is the de fin itive  study of 
the re la tion  of re lig ion  to the 
class struggles o f the period.

Thomas More and His 
Utopia. This rem arkable f i f 
teenth century figure  made 
the w ord  “ utopia”  p a rt of 
the w o rld ’s vocabulary w ith  
his b rea th -tak ing  dream o f a 
fu tu re  classless society. K a u t- 
sky ’s study enables us to see 
th is  fascinating figure and 
his w o rk  in  the economic 
and p o lit ica l context o f the 
times.

A  special arrangem ent w ith  
the pub lisher makes both 
books availab le at a reduced 
pre-publica tion  p r i c e .  Pay 
$4.50 fo r Communism in Cen
tral Europe instead o f the 
regular price o f $6. O rder now 
to get Thomas More and His 
Utopia fo r $3 instead o f the 
pub lica tion  price of $4.

PIO NEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 
New York 3, N .Y .

A d v e rtis e m e n t A d v e rtis e m e n t

How the Miners I
Everyone applauded John L . Lew is when he ap

peared at a congressional com m ittee hearing and de
nounced pending an ti-labor legislation. How m any today 
reca ll how the U n ited  M ine  W orkers were attacked by 
everyone from  President Roosevelt to the Com m unist 
P a rty  du ring  W orld  W ar II?  I t  has become a forgotten 
page in  Am erican labor h is tory.

The story of the heroic w a rtim e  strikes of the coal 
m iners and the reactionary forces tha t sought to defeat 
them  is v iv id ly  described by A r t  Preis in  “ H ow  the 
M iners W on.”  Read i t  in  the spring issue of In te rna 
tiona l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
§

116 University Place New York 3. N .Y .

Combination Offer
Get acquainted w ith  the In te rn a tio n a l Socialist 

Review and save m oney too. A  six-m onths subscription 
to the  M ilita n t  p lus one-year to the  In te rna tion a l 
Socialist Review— only  $2.

The M ilitant 
116 University PI.
New York 3. N . Y .

Yes, I  want to take advantage of your combination offer. 
I  am enclosing $2 for a six-months subscription to the 
M ilitant and one-year to the International Socialist Review.

Name . 

Street 

City .... Zone State..

FUND SCOREBOARD
City Quota Paid Percent

Connecticut ........................$ 200 S 217 109
Pittsburgh .......................... 10 10 100
Allentown ..........................  110 101 92
Detroit ................................  600 532 89
Chicago ................................ 1,000 750 75
New Y o r k ...............................4,200 2,964 71
N ew ark ................................ 265 185 70
T w in  C ities ........................ 1,700 1,138 67
St. L o u is ................................ 80 50 63
Cleveland .......................... -  750 460 61
D enver ................................  25 15 60
M ilw aukee .......................... 250 145 58
San D ie g o .............................. 245 135 55
Los Angeles ...................... 4,400 2,376 54
Boston ..................................  450 235 52
P hilade lph ia  ...................... 500 218 44
Seattle ..............................  500 214 43
Bay A rea ............................  800 264 33
General ................................ 15 126 —

T ota l th rough M ay 25 $16,100 $10,135 63
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Dulles
Chilon, one o f the Seven Sages of 

Greece, seems to be in  vogue among both 
Democrats and Republicans. In  the case 
o f Dulles, at least, they are re lig ious ly  
fo llo w in g  the ancient wise m an’s advice: 
“ De m ortu is  n il n is i bonum.”  (O f the dead 
be noth ing said bu t w ha t is good.) In  fact 
some of them go so fa r as to suggest tha t 
not even the h is to ry  books w i l l  express 
anyth ing  about the late Secretary of State 
bu t adm iration.

The death of the Republican adm in i
s tra to r of fo re ign  po licy  happened to 
occur as Gen. M arshall, the outstanding 
adm in is tra to r of fo re ign po licy  under the 
Democrats a fte r W orld  W ar I I ,  lay  in  a 
hosp ita l v is ib ly  nearing the end. The 
place of both men in  h is to ry  —  as they 
themselves no doubt expected — w i l l -  
even tua lly  be assessed in  re la tion  to the 
b i-partisan  po licy w ith  w h ich  they did 
every th ing  to associate th e ir  names. F rom  
th is  v iew po in t they were colossal fa ilures.

State D epartm ent spokesmen ascribe 
the cold w a r to the Soviet Union, fix in g  
its  o rig in  vaguely around 1946. They p ic
tu re  the Trum an D octrine  and the M a r
sha ll P lan o f 1947 as “ defensive”  mea
sures. Observers more inc lined to accuracy 
set C h u rc h ill’s w arm ongering speech in  
Fu lton , M issouri, M arch  5, 1946, as the 
beginning, or possibly T rum an ’s ouster of 
H en ry  A. W allace from  his cabinet on 
September 20 of tha t year a fte r the fo r
m er Vice-Presiden t warned in  a sensation
a l speech tha t i t  w ou ld  be a m istake to 
“ get tough w ith  Russia.”

B u t the cold w a r began earlie r than 
th a t — as e a rly  as October 9, 1945, the  
date on the b ienn ia l report made to the 
Secretary of W ar by C hief of S taff Gen. 
George C. M arshall.

This ins truc tive  document was issued 
on ly  five m onths a fte r the surrender of 
G erm any and tw o  months a fte r the sur
render of Japan, when the Soviet Union 
was s t i l l  A m erica ’s a lly . I t  scoffs at the 
p oss ib ility  of peace. I t  pro jects W orld  
W ar I I I  and the des irab ility  of preparing 
fo r  it. M arsha ll saw the new w ar beginning 
where W orld  W ar I I  le f t  o ff —  w ith  
nuclear weapons.

The on ly  adequate defense, said the 
Am erican general, was the “ pow er of 
a ttack.”  (The power of “ massive re ta li
a tion ”  was the way Dulles la te r pu t it.)

Phrases lik e  the “ containm ent of 
com m unism ”  were used to describe the 
po licy. Its  substance was the construction 
of the greatest m ilita ry  alliance and 
m ilita ry  machine the w orld  has ever seen.

I t  was directed against freedom move
ments in  the colonia l lands and the social
is t aspirations o f w o rk in g  people every
where. I t  sought to shore up the battered 
cap ita lis t economies th a t surv ived W orld  
W ar I I .  I t  aimed at upho ld ing beleaguered 
d ic ta to ria l regimes like  th a t of Chiang 
Kai-shek. I t  sought to conve rt Germ any 
and Japan in to  springboards fo r an even
tu a l a ttack on the Soviet Union. I t  sought 
to m a in ta in  a monopoly of the atom bomb 
as the U.S. began testing and stockp iling  
the weapon w h ich  Gen. M arsha ll h im se lf 
adm itted  could “ destroy” m ankind.

The evidence is overw he lm ing  tha t 
the b lu e p rin t projected an eventual w a r 
th a t w ou ld  give Am erican  capita lism  
dom ination of the earth and tha t the 
tim etab le  firs t d raw n up envisaged on ly 
a few  years preparation.

The concom itant of th is  u tte r ly  re
actionary fo re ign po licy  was a w itch -h u n t 
at home in  order to stifle  a ll p o lit ica l op

position. The w itch -h u n t began under the 
Democrats w ith  T rum an ’s “ lo y a lty ”  purge 
and reached its  he ight under the R epubli
cans w ith  the spread of M cCarthyism .

W here does th is po licy stand today?
I t  is true  tha t M arsha ll succeeded in 

saving capita lism  in  countries like  I ta ly  
and France, although i t  took the help of 
S ta lin  to do it. I t  is true  tha t figures like  
Franco and Syngman Rhee s t i l l  appear 
pow erfu l. A nd  we are s t i l l  suffering a 
hang-over in  Am erica from  M cC arthyism .

B u t the overhead cost was to make 
Am erica the most hated power on earth
— more hated perhaps than H it le r ite  G er
m any was in  its  time.

A nd  i t  is clear, as o ther hands take 
over fu rtherance o f the po licy  from  
D u lles ’ hands, th a t its  m ain purpose — 
to give Am erica  dom ination of the w orld
— cannot possibly be attained.

The gigantic fa ilu re  is not due to 
personal fau lts  in  e ithe r M arsha ll or 
Dulles. The estimate of t he ir adm irers 
tha t they were about the best to be 
found among cap ita lis t statesmen in  our 
tim e  is probably accurate.

The fa ilu re  is due to something more 
fundam enta l — tha t capita lism  itse lf has 
no lasting  fu tu re . The forces m ob iliz ing  
against i t  have passed beyond the contro l 
of the  most astute cap ita lis t leaders. M a r
shall and D ulles w ere on the losing side 
and no m a tte r w ha t they d id  they could 
not a lte r th is  basic fact.

The firs t upset was adm inistered by 
A m erica ’s own troops. They refused to 
stay overseas at the end of W orld  W ar 
I I .  T he ir “ Get Us Back Home”  movement 
was so pow e rfu l th a t no th ing  could be 
done about it. They came back home. 
From  the v iew po in t of the State D epart
m ent th is  meant tha t com plete ly new 
forces had to be constructed, something 
th a t could not be done overn ight.

M eanw hile  revo lu tiona ry  movements 
abroad gathered headway, p a rticu la r ly  in  
China. M arsha ll h im se lf w ent to Chiang 
K a i-shek’s headquarters to help out the 
d ic ta tor. The d ic ta to r was beyond help. 
Even $2 b illio n  w o rth  of arms proved use
less. In  fact, the enormous arsenal tu rned 
up in  the hands o f the revo lu tiona ry  
masses as they drove Chiang off the m a in 
land.

The Soviet U n ion  rebounded from  the 
devastation in flic ted  by  the German in 
vasion to become the w o rld ’s second 
strongest power, signaling its achievement 
w ith  nuclear weapons and the firs t a r t i
fic ia l satellites.

The revo lu tiona ry  wave in  the co
lo n ia l countries swept th rough Korea, 
Indochina, Indonesia, and the Mideast. I t  
is now runn ing  th rough the continent of 
A frica . As Dulles fe ll v ic tim  of cancer, 
revo lu tion  toppled an Am erican puppet 
d ic ta to r in  Cuba on the ve ry  doorstep of 
the State Departm ent.

The question tha t now faces the 
architects o f Am erican fore ign po licy  is 
w hat next? I f  the cold w a r fa iled  to 
achieve its  aims even under the guidance 
o f a statesman as capable as Dulles, who 
can hope to do better? Isn ’t  i t  tim e  to re 
consider and begin recognizing the rea l
ities o f a w o rld  in  revo lu tiona ry  upheaval? 
Shouldn ’t  China be recognized? Shouldn’t 
the  testing of nuclear weapons be aban
doned? S hou ldn 't the plan fo r nuclear w ar 
be recognized as suicidal?

Such m ust be some of the  gloomy 
thoughts in  the m inds of D u lles ’ adm irers 
no m a tte r w ha t praise they give th e ir 
hero as they b u ry  h im .

The Rabbit's Wedding
Alabam a offic ia ls have re a lly  in v ite d  

troub le  fo r themselves th is tim e  w ith  th e ir 
decision to ban “ The Rabbits ’ W edding,”  
a ch ild ren ’s s tory about the w edding of a 
black rabb it and a w h ite  rabb it.

For some tim e  now, racist .authorities 
have been knocking themselves out ju s t 
try in g  to keep people segregated by  color. 
And i f  th is  gives them  headaches, w a it 
t i l l  they get in to  the an im al kingdom.

Take those rabb its  tha t they decided 
to begin w ith . O bviously they can’t  stop 
w ith  a sim ple ban on p ictures of rabb its  
of d iffe ren t colors defy ing  the laws o f seg
regation. I f  a mere p ic tu re  is su ffic ien t to 
co rrup t ch ild ren of tender age w hat in  the 
w o rld  m ust go on in  th e ir  l i t t le  heads 
when they see actual rabb its  fr is k in g  
around unsegregated in  the cabbage 
patch?'

C learly, a special game w arden’s d i
v is ion w i l l  be requ ired  ju s t to enforce 
A labam a’s color law  among the rabbits. 
How big a job th is  w i l l  be is indicated by 
the w e ll-know n  p ro c liv ity  o f rabb its  to 
m u lt ip ly  q u ick ly  in  defiance of a ll estab
lished rules and customs. (Furtherm ore, 
w ha t th e y ’l l  do about b lack-and-w h ite  
rabb its  we don’t  know.)

And they ce rta in ly  can’t  stop w ith  
rabbits. A re  ch ild ren  to be perm itted  to 
watch dogs and cats o f a va rie ty  of colors 
de fy ing  “ God’s own la w ”  r ig h t in  th e ir 
backyards? Heavy re inforcem ents fo r the 
local dog catcher is ve ry  much on the 
order of the day.

N or does the enforcement problem  
end in  the an im al w orld . I f  no th ing else, 
segregation has a pa tte rn  and logic to it. 
W hat about the inan im ate  world? Consid
er the subversive effect of a chess or 
checkers game w ith  b lack and w h ite  
pieces a ll m ixed  up on one board, w h ich, 
in  tu rn , consists o f w h ite  and black 
squares.

A l l  k inds of other problems are in 
volved, inc lud ing  financia l ones. Members 
of the C itizens Councils w i l l  ce rta in ly  
have to ju n k  th e ir  b lack and w h ite  TV  
sets.

B u t the biggest problem  remains in  
the fie ld  of animals. Take pigs, fo r ex
ample. P e rm it ch ild ren  to grow  up w ith 
out a sharp consciousness about d iffe ren t 
colored pigs and soon they w on ’t  be able 
to d is tingu ish a p ig  sty fro m  the Alabama 
State Capitol.

"That was a very sensible thing they did in Alabama, stopping those black and 
white rabbits from getting married."

" Yes, honey. Remove the color bar and a rabbit like that would be getting promis
cuous with ducks."

B y Danie l Roberts 
•H-bomb rattling is an ugly 

business. The American capi
talist rulers started it —  Tru 
man dropped the bombs on 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki osten
sibly to end World War I I  but 
in reality to open the cold war 
drive. By this act U.S. im 
perialism showed it had noth
ing but death and destruction 
to offer the peoples of the 
world. As part of its drive to 
attain world mastery it must 
resort to the weapon of fear.

The Soviet U nion, however, 
is in  an en tire ly  d iffe ren t cate
gory. B orn of a soc ia lis t. revo
lu tio n  in  the m idst o f war, it  
represents m ankind ’s firs t en
deavor to construct a social o r
der tha t w i l l  assure freedom, 
abundance and w o rld  peace. 
The found ing  o f the Soviet 
U nion lif te d  m ankind to new 
heights o f hope and confidence 
in the fu ture.

So tha t when Khrushchev 
apes the Am erican m ilita r is ts  
and ra ttles the H-bomb, th rea t
ening W estern Europe w ith  to 
ta l destruction, I  fo r one take 
vigorous exception. Just listen 
to his words:

Speaking to a group of West 
German newspaper e d i t o r s  
early in  M ay he stated: “ You 
may say ‘B u t w ould the Soviet 
U nion suffer no losses in  the 
event of w ar?’ Yes it  w ould 
have losses and great ones. B u t 
w h ile  we should suffer losses, 
the Western powers w ould  be 
l ite ra lly  w iped off the face of 
the earth . . .”

A nd  again: “ You probably

... Congress
(Continued from  Page 1) 

d ip lom atic  stance in  lobbying 
fo r general leg islation or face 
troub le  when i t  came to its 
own v ita l interests.”

H ow  revealing and how in 
s tructive  is th is  description!

I t  causes one to ask: How  
about turning direct represen
tatives of the union movement 
and the Negro people to Con
gress for the express purpose 
of fighting for labor and civil 
rights? Doesn't the experience 
of the 86th Congress suggest 
this course as an imperative al
ternative to the bankruptcy of 
the present political policy of 
the unions?

THE REAL GAGE

The extent to w hich the 
sweep of the labor vote fo r the 
Democrats meant a sh ift to the 
le ft is hard to assess under the 
conditions o f the present Dem
ocratic-labor o ffic ia l coalition. 
W hat w il l  re a lly  measure the 
le ftw a rd  m ovem ent now is the 
extent to w hich opposition to 
the po litica l policy of the o f
ficia ls develops. The workers 
voted last November fo r the 
Democrats because they fe lt 
tha t under the g iven condi
tions they d id n ’t have any 
other w ay of expressing dis
satisfaction w ith  the recession 
and the w ar drive. When w o rk 
ers see a labor-elected Con
gress tha t refuses, fo r example, 
to pass legislation to extend 
the period o f  unem ploym ent 
compensation, despite the fact 
tha t the recession showed a 
great increase in  the amount 
o f long-term  joblessness, they 
w i l l  begin to express dissatis
faction  w ith  supporting the 
Democrats. A  labor party 
po licy  w il l  then gain support.

B u t th is  is no t something 
tha t we can sit back and w a it 
for. Socialists and le ft-w inge rs  
in the unions must conduct 
propaganda fo r a labor party  
more v igorously than ever. As 
the hopelessness o f w o rk ing  
through the Democratic party  
is revealed at every tu rn  th is 
propaganda w il l  sure ly make 
its deep effect.

realize how m any nuclear 
bombs w ould have to be ex
ploded on the te r r ito ry  of West 
Germany to pu t her out of ac
tion?”  (Somebody suggested 
eight.) “ A nd do you th in k  tha t 
we haven’t  e ight hydrogen 
bombs? A nd how  m any are 
needed to pu t other West E u r
opean countries out o f action? 
Obviously not more.”

Now, I know  th a t the Soviet 
Union, menaced by a rin g  of 
U.S. m ilita ry  bases and nu 
clear bomb threats, is compel
led to bu ild  its m ilita ry  de
fenses — inc lud ing  atom ic wea
pons. B u t I  say th a t th is  is not 
the language o f a socialist in 
te rnationa list, w h ich  is w hat 
Khrushchev calls h im self. In  
the Len in is t tra d itio n  of social
ist in te rna tiona lism  when the 
w orkers o f one country take 
the power they do not th rea t
en to w ipe the peoples o f other 
countries o ff the face o f the 
earth. They extend the hand of 
fra te rna l revo lu tiona ry  com
radeship in common cause 
against the cap ita lis t w arm ak- 
ers.

Khrushchev's line does hot 
serve to extend the socialist 
revolution to Europe. And 
world peace can be served only 
through such an extension.

A fte r S ta lin  broke w ith  the 
L en in is t program we saw how 
he strengthened H it le r w ith  a 
chauv in is t po licy  du ring  W orld  
W ar II . S ta lin  lum ped the G er
man w orkers w ith  the German 
fascists as enemies o f the So
v ie t U nion and threatened to 
v is it s w e e p i n g  punishm ent 
upon the w hole German peo
ple. This coincided w ith  the 
policy o f the im pe ria lis t allies. 
The German w orkers w ith  
th e ir rich  socialist trad ition  
were the firs t v ic tim s o f Nazi- 
ism. They could have been and 
should have been enlisted in 
the common figh t against fas
cism and im peria lism . Instead 
the S ta lin is t po licy confronted 
them  w ith  anti-G erm an ep i
thets and threats. K hrushchev’s 
bom b-ra ttling  is on the same 
order.

BEATS A L L  M EGATONS 

The Soviet U nion has a fa r 
more explosive weapon in  its 
arsenal than H-bombs o f any 
desired q u an tity  o f megatons. 
This is the perspective o f a So
c ia lis t U nited States o f E u r
ope — the lin k in g  of a ll E u r
ope in a single economic plan 
p rov id ing  fo r a rap id  increase 
of production and therefore a 
s w ift ly  ris ing  standard of l iv 
ing.

Europe has been choking in 
its national fron tie rs  since the 
tu rn  o f th is century. H it le r ’s 
“ New O rder”  in  w hich he 
un ited, the cap ita lis t class of 
Europe under German big- 
business dom ination brought 
noth ing bu t m isery to the mass
es. The present s ix-nation Com
mon M arke t P lan is a co llab
oration p rin c ip a lly  between 
West German and French f i
nanciers and is aimed at ex
p lo itin g  the w o rk in g  class more 
intensively.

I t  is true  tha t the economic 
boom in  Western Europe in  the 
last six years has fo r the tim e 
being slowed the revo lu tiona ry  
tempo. B u t the Am erican re 
cession — w hich saw a marked 
slow ing down of the boom in 
Europe and the beginnings of 
unem ploym ent — points the 
w ay to the nex t economic con
vuls ion and new social and po
lit ic a l crises.

On the other hand, the So
v ie t economy has steadily 
forged ahead thanks: to p lan
ned production. I t  sets itse lf 
targets fo r g row th  and —  be
cause o f the energetic pressure 
o f the  Soviet w o rk ing  masses 
—  targets fo r the im provem ent 
o f l iv in g  standards.

On the strength of these 
gains, the Soviet Union could 
project the idea of an all-em-

bracing European plan of 
growth. Trade-union delegates, 
engineers, economists from all 
countries of Europe could be 
invited to participate with the 
central Soviet planning agen
cies to draw up a five-year plan 
for Europe. Impressive as the 
Soviet seven-year plan is, the 
economic progress that can real
istically be projected for a E ur
opean planned economy would 
be positively inspiring.

I f  the democratic r ig h t of the 
w o rk in g  people to approve or 
re ject the plan and to have a 
voice in  th e ir  fo rm u la tion  is 
made pa rt of the program , and 
i f  the r ig h t of nationa l self- 
de term ination is guaranteed, 
sustained propaganda fo r  the 
socialist outlook could w ith in  a 
few  years rev ita lize  the revo
lu tio n a ry  socialist movem ent 
th roughout Europe and b ring  it  
to power. *

For the Soviet U nion to p lay 
its r ig h tfu l role in  p rom oting 
such a socialist perspective, 
S ta lin is t-type  d iplom acy and 
b luster must be replaced w ith  
Len in is t in te rna tiona lism  and a 
profound regeneration o f w o rk 
ers’ democracy.

The American 
W ay of Life
Welcome Rongelap Islanders!

One of the dreams tha t used to go w ith  the A m erican 
W ay of L ife  was the poss ib ility  of escaping to the South 
Sea Islands. When i t  seemed impossible to keep up w ith  
the belt line, or to b ring  hom e*
enough pay, or to land another 
job when y ou were la id  off, or 
to  find  friends who re a lly  be
lieved and practiced anyth ing  
bu t dog eat dog, you could a l
ways th in k  of m aking  i t  to the 
South Sea Islands.

T ha t’s been changed now. The 
p r im itiv e  area where you could 
s ti l l  hope to see the w ay people 
lived  before c iv iliza tio n  h it, is 
going fast. The Am erican Way 
o f L ife  is sweeping over the la 
goons and palm-studded atolls.

Latest proof- is the report o f 
a U nited  Nations m ission tha t 
jus t got back from  the M arshall 
Islands, the  sp raw ling  area in  
the Pacific adm inistered by the 
U nited States. The inhabitants 
of Rongelap, the m ission said, 
a re  faced w ith  an “ emotional 
and psychological problem , a ris 
ing from  persistent fears and 
apprehensions concerning th e ir 
w e ll-be ing  . . .”

I f  a U N  mission were to re 
port that about any community 
in the United Stales it would 
certainly not be considered 
news. Where can't you find per
sistent fears and apprehensions 
in America?

B u t i t  is in s truc tive  to learn 
how  the Rongelap Islanders 
acquired th e ir  persistent fears 
and apprehensions, fo r i t  offers a 
dram atic instance o f how  the 
U nited States brings the latest 
in  science to less developed 
areas.

E x e r c i s i n g  its trusteeship, 
Am erica converted the South 
Pacific in to  a nuclear testing 
ground. In  1954, year of the b ig 
leap fo rw a rd  in  H-bombs, fa llo u t 
d rifte d  onto the islanders o f 
U t i r ik  and Rongelap, poisoning 
236 o f them.

R ad ioactiv ity  was so h igh  tha t 
the nuclear teams lis ted the is
lands as te m p o ra rily  u n in ha b it
able. The U.S. governm ent gen
erously herded the popula tion 
in to  other quarters and also gen
erously kep t a medical check on 
how the rad ioactive  poisons a f
fected them.

The experience scared the is
landers; or, in  more civilized

terms, induced a neurotic be
havior pattern.

On fin a lly  being re turned 
home, the U t ir ik  Islanders, ac
cording to the UN mission, made 
a “ complete adjustm ent.”  N o t so 
those from  Rongelap.

W hen they w ere p u t back on 
th e ir island in  1957, the govern
m ent b u ilt  tw o new villages fo r  
them, gave them  subsistence, 
and ins titu ted  a coconut-p lant
ing  program. A n  Am erican a g ri
cu ltu ra l expert was provided to 
g ive them  free advice. Tw o 
health aides were established on 
the is land and a m edical m an 
was sent once a m onth to keep 
track  o f how  the rad ioactive  
poisoning affected them.

CRABS TOO HOT

B u t a ll th is  fa iled  to b rin g  
“ complete”  adjustm ent. The is
landers grum ble lik e  Americans, 
They don’t  lik e  the fac t th a t they 
can no longer eat the  coconut 
crab, w hich they once consider
ed delectable. The lobs te r-like  
crustacean is too hot —  w hen 
tested w ith  a Geiger counter. 
They object to  the w ay fa llo u t 
has affected fish and coconuts, 
although governm ent experts 
don’t  see grounds fo r  com plaint. 
A nd they w o rry  about th e ir  dos
age o f fa llou t.

In  brief, as the UN mission re
ports it, they have’ become "vo
cal."

This is a strong ind ica tion  th a t 
the Rongelap Islanders have suc
cessfully passed th e ir  in it ia t io n  
in to  the Am erican W ay o f L ife  
and can be welcomed as fu l l-  
fledged f e l l o w  practitioners. 
They now  have every reason to 
jo in  in  the struggle fo r  socialism.

The peoples o f the  South Seas 
have a lo t to offer in know -how  
on liv in g  in  a ra tio n a l society. 
In  contrast to the rea lities  o f 
cap ita lis t society, th e ir na tu ra l 
kindliness, hosp ita lity , fr ie n d li
ness, and concern fo r  others 
seem lik e  part of a rea lm  o f 
fantasy. B u t under socialism the 
w hole w o rld  w il l  take th e ir  ju s t
ly  famed a ttitude  as a w ay o f 
l ife  fo r  a ll.

— Paul Abbott

Headlines in Other Lands
Found Socialist 
Party in M ontreal

Some 60 Canadian socialists in  
the Quebec area constituted 
themselves as the Socialist P a rty  
o f Canada at a M ontrea l con fe r
ence A p r i l  19. The p rin c ip a l po
lit ic a l report was made by H enri 
Gagnon, fo rmer leader o f the 
Quebec Labor Progressive (Com 
m unist) P arty . Gagnon sp lit 
from  the LP P  a fte r the 20th 
Congress o f the Soviet C om m u
n ist P arty , and founded the 
Council o f Socialist C lubs of 
w hich the present organization 
is an outgrow th.

In  his report, Gagnon rejected 
as “ false and a n ti-M a rx is t”  the 
LPP  concept th a t successes in  
the Soviet w o rld  are the decisive 
facto r in  establishing socialism 
in  Canada. “ A t the ve ry  best,”  
he said, they “ create favorab le  
conditions fo r  the struggles o f 
Canadian w orkers.”  He proposed 
fo rm ation  o f a “ na tiona l a n ti- 
m onopoly fro n t.”

G reetings to the conference 
from  the Socialist Educational 
League, a M a rx is t group, ex
pressed the hope th a t fra te rna l 
re lations and exchange of views 
tha t have existed between the 
tw o  groups fo r the past year 
w ou ld  continue and lead to a 
fusion of forces as part o f the 
process o f bu ild ing  a mass so
cia lis t pa rty  in  Canada.

Canadian Press 
Hits Police on 
'Vagrancy' Arrest

The M ay 12 Toronto S tar ed i
to r ia lly  welcomed a local m agis
tra te ’s p ro -c iv il libe rties  deci
sion but c ritic ized the l im ita 
tions o f his ru lin g . On M ay 8 a 
vagrancy ind ic tm en t against 24- 
year-o ld  Ernest Tate was quash
ed. He was arrested a fte r being 
stopped on the street by a po
liceman Who ordered h im  to 
open the suitcase he was c a rry 
ing. Tate refused on constitu 
tiona l grounds.

The judge ru led  th a t as a pe r
son innocent o f any w rongdoing, 
Tate had the r ig h t to w a lk  the 
street w ith o u t fear o f arrest. 
However, he chided Tate fo r  re 
fusing to cooperate w i(h  the 
police and refused to award h im  
court costs.

The S tar ed ito ria l said: “ The 
judge ’s advice weakens his own 
ru ling . He is saying in  effect 
tha t M r. Tate should have sub-

m itted  to the police questioning 
and demands. A re  a c itizen ’s 
righ ts  to be measured by w hat a 
policeman regards as ‘coopera
tive? ’ ”  .

In  a cartoon accompanying the 
ed ito ria l, a s leepwalker clad in 
a n igh tgow n is w a lk in g  down 
the street fo llow ed by a p ro w l 
car. One o f the cops says: 
“ . . . and no v is ib le  means of 
support. Looks lik e  vagrancy to 
me, Sarge . . . L e t’s bag h im .”

Tate ’s figh t fo r  his c iv il l ib e r 
ties won the endorsement and 
financial support o f a num ber of 
Toronto unions, inc lud ing  locals 
o f the auto, rubber, e lectrica l, 
pa in te r and b u ild in g  service u n 
ions.

Latin Americans 
Press Right of 
Nationalization

A  representative o f C h ile  in  
the U n ited  Nations rea ffirm ed 
M ay 19 the r ig h t o f econom ically 
underdeveloped countries to ex 
p rop ria te  or nationalize p rope rty  
owned by fo re ign  investors. 
U n ited  States interests have 
m a jo r holdings in  Chile. Mean
w h ile , 'it  was reported the same 
day tha t the B raz ilian  govern
m ent had seized the Am erican 
and Foreign Power Company. 
A  protest by U.S. business 
spokesmen said th a t the action 
w ould  have a poor effect “ on in - 
ternation ’a l op in ion concerning 
fa ir  trea tm ent g iven by B raz il 
to p riva te  in ita tiv e .”

British Newsman 
Says Soviet Census 
Shows Big Gains

In  a M ay 23 column discus
sing the USSR’s recovery from  
the devastation of W orld  W ar 
II, H oward Crankshaw o f the 
London Observer pointed to the 
recent Soviet census and said: 
“ I t  is th is  astonishing and a 
lit t le  fr ig h te n in g  capacity o f the 
human anim al to recover so 
q u ick ly  and ob liv ious ly  from  its 
wounds w hich impresses un 
ceasingly the re tu rn  v is ito r to 
Russia. And th is  census is one 
more landm ark in  the Soviet 
recovery from  ho rro r on a 
monstrous scale. I t  is a fo r 
w ard -look ing  census. The dam
age of past decades is acknow
ledged and then firm ly  pu t in  
its place —  in to  lim bo. The 
new chapter has begun.”

P o in ting  to the figures on

the rap id  grow th  of the popula
tion  and the record h igh m ar
riage figures, he adds: “ A nd  a ll 
th is  is going on at a tim e  when 
there is more movement in  the 
Soviet U nion than ever before.”

N.Y. Times M an  
Finds Police State 
In S.W. Africa

U nion of South A fr ic a  o f
ficials, who ru n  the p ro tecto r
ate of South-W est A frica , a r
rested New Y o rk  Times corres
pondent M ilto n  B racker f o r  
v is it in g  a “ native location”  w ith 
out a perm it. A fte r  a lengthy 
g r ill in g  he signed “ an admission 
o f g u ilt ,”  was fined $11.80 and 
perm itted  to leave. D u rin g  the 
in te rrogation  he was compelled 
by the racist cops to show a ll 
his notes, personal correspon
dence and a copy of an a rtic le  
he had ju s t w ritte n .

Chinese to A id  
Algerian Troops

A  m ilita ry  m ission o f the 
A lge rian  N ational L ibe ra tion  
A rm y  has been successful in  
negotiating an agreement w ith  
the People’s Republic o f China. 
Om ar Oussedik, a Secretary o f 
State o f the A lge rian  P rovis ion
al Governm ent, headed the m is
sion to Peking. A bdel Kader 
Chanderli, A lge rian  spokesman 
a t the U nited Nations, w ou ld  
not d ivu lge  the precise nature 
o f the agreement because i t  was 
a m ilita ry  m atte r b u t said, “ We 
are satisfied w ith  the results.”  
M r. C handerli charged th a t 
w h ile  the U.S. supplies arms to 
the French i t  applies pressure 
to keep the A lgerians fro m  get
ting  arms from  other govern
ments.

Rumania Speeds 
Collectivization

G overnm ent o ffic ia ls in  Buch
arest said M ay 21 tha t the  goal 
o f to ta l fa rm  co llec tiv iza tion  set 
fo r 1965 m ay be reached by 1962. 
O ffic ia l figures show th a t 65% 
o f the a g ricu ltu ra l land has a l
ready been collectiv ized. This 
m arks an increase of 5% in  the 
past three months. Three types 
o f collectives have been organ
ized, tw o  of w h ich  p e rm it peas
ants to re ta in  t i t le  to th e ir  land. 
Accord ing to W estern d iplom ats 
in  Bucharest, there is l i t t le  i f  
any peasant opposition to  the 
co llec tiv iza tion  program .
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The USSR’s 'Secret’ Weapon?



Letters from Our Readers
A n  Effective Reply 
To Steel Barons 
On Price Spiral
Editor:

H. K . asks in  ast week’s 
M ilita n t w ha t the S teelworkers 
can do to beat the fact tha t 
every tim e the steel corpor
ations grant a wage increase they 
add i t  on to the price of steel 
and then cla im  tha t a wage rise 
au tom atica lly  causes a price 
rise.

The Steelworkers have a l
ready issued some facts dis
p rov ing  the contention o f the 
corporations. The union has 
shown th a t wage increases 
am ount to on ly  a sm all p ro 
portion  o f the price increases. 
Therefore the rise in  prices in 
cludes a d isproportionate rise 
in  profits.

N a tu ra lly  the cap ita lis t press 
gives l it t le  p u b lic ity  to the 
Union side; bu t the union lead
ers, I  w ould say, have not done 
a ll they could to expose the 
company propaganda.

H ow  can the steel companies 
boost prices w ith o u t any fear 
th a t com petitors w il l  undersell 
them,, thus b ring ing  prices back 
down to closer correspondence 
to  the true  value o f steel?

The answer is tha t they mo
nopolize the m arket. Instead of 
p e rm ittin g  com petition to enter 
in , as the princ ip les o f th e ir 
“ free enterprise”  ca ll fo r, they 
f ix  prices. W hat is re a lly  “ auto
m a tic ”  about the price increases 
is the secre t' agreement among 
the steel barons.

This is where the S tee lw ork
ers could show up the steel 
tru s t and pe rfo rm  a real pub lic  
service. They should demand 
th a t a ll the books o f the steel 
corporations be opened up to 
pub lic  inspection. That includes 
a ll th e ir files and secret m e
morandums.

A  team of certified pub lic  ac
countants, retained by the 
S teelworkers, could then easily 
demonstrate w ha t the real costs 
are in  steelmaking and w hat 
p roportion  o f the price goes to 
profits, interest, rent, padded 
expense accounts and executive 
salaries and bonuses.

T h is  seems to me the simplest 
answer tha t the S teelworkers 
can make to the corporation 
propaganda. I f  the steel mo
nopolists are te llin g  the tru th , 
they, should welcome the oppor

tu n ity  to open up th e ir books 
to pub lic  inspection.

I f  they refuse to open the ir 
books, the S te leworkrs w ould 
be in  a pow erfu l position to 
underscore the reason: The cor
porations lie  when they say 
tha t price boosts are caused by 
the efforts of, the w orkers to 
keep up w ith  the cost of liv in g .

O. T. Road
New York

The Determination  
O f One M an Started 
Union in Hospitals
Editor:

We socialists sometimes de
spair about our lim ite d  numbers 
being a de trim ent to our p o lit i
cal potency. B u t now and then 
a case w il l  tu rn  up illu s tra tin g  
how  the determ ination and per
severance of one dedicated p ro 
gressive can cause a significant 
step fo rw ard  in the labor move
ment. Such an example is the 
unprecedented s trike  against 
s ix “ vo lu n ta ry ”  hospitals in  
New Y ork  C ity.

The seeds were sown 12 
years ago when E llio t Godoff, 
then a pharm acist at the Israel 
Z ion H ospita l (now called M ai- 
monides), became outraged to 
find the salaries o f non-profes
sional employees there as low  
as $27 fo r a 48-hour week.

He tried , unsuccessfully, to 
organize the w orkers —  resu lt
ing in  his being fired. A fte r  he 
had found em ploym ent else
where, he continued his agita
tion  at Maimonides on his own 
tim e and, in  1949, succeeded in 
establishing an In te rna tiona l 
Brotherhood of Teamsters local 
recognized by the hospita l ad
m in is tra tion .

Two years ago, due to the 
d isinterest and ine rtia  of Team
ster negotiators, the organized 
w orkers o f M aimonides voted 
to resign from  tha t union and 
to jo in  Local 1199 of the Retail 
D rug . W orkers, A FL-C IO .

D uring  the period 1949-1958, 
these w orkers im proved th e ir 
wages by as much as 90 per 
cent and cut th e ir  w o rk  week 
by e ight hours.' W ith  these good 
results, they were able to ap
proach the non-professional em
ployees of Montefiore H ospita l 
and, under th rea t o f s trike , the 
adm in istra tion  there accepted 
collective bargaining. The fe r 
vor has now  spread to the six 
s tr ik in g  hospitals and to three

others who have pledged a 
strike  to gain union recognition. 
This move involves thousands 
of severely explo ited workers 
throughout New Y o rk  C ity.

Undoubtedly, the success of 
th is struggle w i l l  have reper
cussions in the nationa l labor 
movement, insp iring  m ilitancy  
and in tre p id ity  against oppres
sive 1 odds. In  the case of the 
hospital strike, the silent acqui
escence of the w orkers was 
there a ll along, needing leader
ship to give i t  d irection. I t  all 
started w ith  one man’s fa ith  
and determ ination.

Cynthia Speare
New York City

Ball Bounces 
In Labor
Leaders' Faces
Editor:

John L- Lew is ’ blast at the 
un ion-busting K e n n e d y  b ill 
w on’t be the last the labor 
leaders w il l  have to make. The 
leaders o f the A F L -C IO  o rig 
in a lly  pledged support to this 
supposedly “ anti-racketeering”  
measure in the hope th a t the 
Democratic Congressmen w ould 
th row  them a few  sops fo r the ir 
cooperation. They figured it 
w ould pay to p lay ba ll w ith  
these people as they have been 
doing since the days of the 
New Deal. B u t th is tim e  the 
ball bounced in  the ir faces, bu t 
hard.

Now they are figh ting  fo r  a ll 
they are w orth  against the “ re 
vamped”  b ill tha t w ent through 
the Senate. B u t w hy did such 
a b il l  go through? According to 
them th e ir “ friends”  in  Con
gress were “ outmaneuvered.”  
Yet even a man lik e  Joe C ur
ran of the N ational M aritim e  
Union, who isn’t the smartest 
union leader in the w orld , was 
able to warn Well in advance 
tha t the Kennedy b il l  was a 
menace to the unions.

The way the capita lists and 
th e ir lawm akers are continu ing 
th e ir push against the unions, 
i t  seems to me tha t the ranks 
of labor w il l  have to recognize 
tha t th e ir leaders’ po licy of de
pending on the Democrats has 
led them in to  a b lind  alloy. 
There is going to have to be a 
m ovem ent to bu ild  a labor 
pa rty  in th is country.

Leo Adler
New York
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ON K R E M L IN ’S IN D E X  L IB O R U M  PRO- 
H IB IT O R U M  —  N ovelist H oward Fast, who 
broke w ith  the Com m unist P a rty  a fte r the 
Khrushchev revelations, was the subject o f a 
leng thy  a ttack by the o ffic ia l Soviet news 
agency, Tass. A  one-tim e S ta lin  Peace Prize 
w inner, Fast was one o f the most popular au th
ors in  the  Soviet Union, his books selling in  
m illio n s  of copies. The Tass d ia tribe  said th a t 
“ when ideals w ith e r lite ra tu re  becomes pe tty .”  

*  *  *  

"FREE W O R LD" M O V IE  B LA C K LIS T  —  
A fte r  substantia l prodding, the U nited States 
In fo rm a tio n  Agency provided a House A pp ro 
pria tions subcomm ittee w ith  the names of 82 
movies tha t i t  had b lacklisted against showing 
in  a dozen countries abroad. I t  was explained 
th a t the banned film s gave a “ false”  p ic tu re  of 
l ife  in  the U n ited  States. The b lack lis t includes 
•such varied titles  as “ A l l  Q uiet on the Western 
F ro n t,”  “ The James Dean S tory,”  “ Sa lt o f the 
E a rth ”  and “ Somebody Up There L ikes Me.”  
A  congressional supporter o f the b lack lis t said 
th a t i f  film  d is tribu to rs  were tru e  patrio ts they 
w ou ldn ’t  w an t to send such film s abroad “ even 
fo r  the p ro fit m otive .”

*  *  *

F LE X IB L E  PO LIC Y  ON C H I N E S E  
SHRIM PS — A fte r weeks o f soul-searching and 
lega l study, the State D epartm ent resolved a 
th o rn y  security  problem. Four re frige ra to r 
trucks, loaded w ith  frozen shrimps from  C h i
nese waters, in  tra n s it from  eastern to western 
Canada v ia  U. S. h ighways were stopped by 
custom offic ia ls a t the po in t o f re -en try  in to  
Canada. The ban on trade w ith  China made the 
presence o f the shrimps illega l in  th is  country. 
The issue was raised in  the C anadianparliam ent 
and press. One Canadian cartoon showed Uncle 
Sam on a horse, w aving  a flag  and c ry ing : “ The 
shrim p trucks are com ing!”  Deciding to sub
ord inate  na tiona l security  to friendsh ip  w ith  
Canada, State D epartm ent legal experts recom
mended tha t the customs men “ look the other 
w ay”  w h ile  the shrimps slipped back across the 
border. The decision is' not to  be construed as 
ta c it recognition tha t China exists.

*  *  *

O BSCENITY D EFIN ED  — The Supreme 
C ourt o f V erm ont is about to decide i f  e ight 
magazines should be banned as pornographic. 
In  a b rie f fo r  the defense, fo rm er assistant A t 
torney-G eneral Thurm an A rn o ld  observed tha t 
the on ly  fina l basis fo r such censorship “ is to 
ho ld  th a t no nudes is good nudes.”

*  *  *

TO RESIST BAN ON DRAPER — The
Freeport, Long Island, C om m unity Concert As
sociation said M ay 22 th a t i t  w ou ld  fig h t fo r 
reversal o f a local school board ban on a
scheduled appearance by the noted dancer Paul
Draper. The board w ith d re w  use o f the h igh 
school aud ito rium  fo r  D raper’s rec ita l a fte r 
the local Am erican Legion post protested his 
appearance on grounds o f alleged Com m unist 
sympathies. The local concert group said: “ We 
deplore the k ind  o f pressure applied as not 
o n ly  undemocratic bu t dangerous . . . We stand 
f irm ly  behind the p rinc ip le  tha t every a rtis t has 
the r ig h t to  perfo rm  and every audience has 
the r ig h t to gather to see h im .”

*  *  *

THOMPSON RETURNED TO PRISON —
Com m unist P arty  leader Robert Thompson was 
reim prisoned M ay 20 to complete a fou r-year 
contem pt o f court sentence imposed in  1953 fo r

fa ilin g  to surrender a fte r conviction under the 
Sm ith  Act. He was released a fte r serving his 
Sm ith  A c t sentence and tw o and a h a lf years 
of the contem pt sentence pending rev iew  by 
the Supreme Court. B u t the court tw ice re 
fused to rev iew  the onerous contem pt sentence, 
fo rc ing  the po litica l p risoner’s re tu rn  to ja il.

•  *  *

BEG PARDON —  A t a fo rm a l ceremony 
M ay 20, the federal governm ent announced it  
had completed a program  'o f re s titu tion  to 
72,000 Niseis — Americans o f Japanese descent 
—  who were th row n in to  concentration camps 
at the outbreak o f w ar between the U nited 
States and Japan. C itizenship was restored to 
4,978 Nisei who had renounced i t  w h ile  in  the 
concentration camps. Restoration o f citizenship 
was denied to 431 others. A tto rn e y  General 
Rodgers said, on the basis o f “ re liab le  evidence 
o f d is loya lty .”  Rogers’ assistant said he hoped 
a ll N isei w ou ld  “ have the ch a rity  to fo rg ive  
th e ir governm ent.”

*  *  *

SENATE M A IL  ON FA LLO U T —  Speaking 
in  the Senate M ay 13, Styles Bridges (R-N.H.) 
said, “ I know  th a t a ll o f us in  Congress have 
been deluged w ith  m a il from  sincerely con
cerned people in  regard to the effect of human 
life  of the fa llo u t resu lting  from  nuclear e x 
perim entation .”  The Senator, who says tha t fa l l 
out is producing less rad ia tion  than the bricks 
in  you r house, added th a t “ i t  was d iff ic u lt to 
reassure constituents.”  He feels th a t popular 
concern is in  large measure “ inspired by subtle 
Com m unist propaganda.”

♦ *  *

W H A T WE D I D N ' T  KNO W  ABOUT  
BANKERS —  I f  i t  wasn’t  fo r the A p r il 22 issue 
of the Am erican Banker we never w ou ld  have 
heard o f th is  news: “ Today we have a new 
k ind  of in te rna tiona l banker. Peace is his w ork. 
U n like  the ‘w ar-m ongering in te rna tiona l bank
ers’ o f demagogic fic tion  o f a generation ago, 
they go about the w o rld  fo rg ing  plowshares, as 
i t  were, not swords . . . O ur in te rna tiona l bank
er, 1959 model, is no man o f m ystery w ork ing  
deviously. He does his w o rk  openly, though 
qu ie tly . Sometimes his fa ilu res make news, as 
when a pe tu lan t d ic ta to r refuses to bow to the 
rea lities w h ich  m ust be faced in  financing an 
Aswan Dam,”  (And then o f course, B ritish , 
French and Israe li troops are dispatched to try
to make h im  face up to rea lity .)

*  *  *

M A YBE IT  WAS H IS  CONSCIENCE —
Am ong the choicer tribu tes to the late John 
Foster Dulles was th is  one from  New Y ork 
Post colum nist Leonard Lyons: “ A t Geneva 
D ulles was so firm  in  his resolve not to recog
nize Red China tha t he made sure his eyes 
never m et Chou E n -la i’s.”

*  *  *

IN V ES TIG A TE  SHAKESPEARE? — For
the second tim e in three months, Shakespeare’s 
name got m ixed up w ith  subversion. In New 
York, Park Commissioner Moses refuses to 
a llow  free Shakespeare in C entra l Park be
cause (a) i t  erodes the grass; (b) the producer 
once invoked the F ifth  Amendm ent before the 
House U n-Am erican A c tiv it ie s  Committee. Last 
week five bankers q u it as sponsors o f the S tra t- 
ford-on-Avon, Conn., Shakespeare festiva l be
cause a stage manager had not been fired 
though he had invoked the F ifth  Amendment. 
(No grass was invo lved at S tra tfo rd-on-A von.) 
Isn ’t i t  tim e  fo r the House Com m ittee to in 
vestigate Shakespeare?

Negro Press
Debates
‘Violence’

By John Thayer
Those seeking effective mea

sures in the Negro struggle for 
equality w ill have their eyes 
fastened June 3 on the national 
office of the National Associ
ation for the Advancement of 
Colored People. That is the day 
on which the great policy 
question involved in the battle 
of Roy Wilkins vs. Robert F. 
Williams w ill get an official 
hearing.

N AA C P  head W ilk in s  is fo r 
m a lly  demanding tha t W illiam s, 
president o f  the Monroe Union 
County, N orth  Carolina N AAC P 
branch, be removed from  office 
because of  his statements tha t 
Negroes should “ meet violence 
w ith  violence”  when attacked 
by racists. Though he was 
speaking as an ind iv idua l and 
not in the name of the NAAC P, 
W illiam s is s tick ing  to his guns 
on the rightness of his p re
scrip tion  fo r Negroes, in d iv id u 
a lly  and co llective ly, to arm  and 
defend themselves.

The hearing w il l  be before 
the N A A C P ’s Committee on 
Blanches, presided over by 
Judge H ubert T. Delany. A fte r 
the hearing the tr ia l committee 
w ill make a recommendation to 
the N AA C P nationa l board 
w hich meets on June 8.

Through his attorney, Conrad 
Lynn, W illiam s had requested 
tha t the hearing be open to the 
press and pub lic  and tha t he be 
perm itted to in troduce witnesses. 
According to the M ay 30 N.Y. 
Amsterdam News the hearing 
w il l  be closed to the press.

W IL L IA M S ' B RIEF

P art o f W illiam s ’ defense w il l  
be a 14-page legal b rie f w hich 
traces in  federal and state laws 
the righ ts of Americans to arm 
and defend themselves against 
attack. I t  fu r th e r demonstrates 
tha t a ll Am ericans are fu l ly  en
title d  to make the “ c itizen ’s a r
rests”  w hich W illiam s is urg ing 
Southern Negroes to invoke 
against racist assailants.

“ I t  is subm itted,”  the b rie f 
continues, “ tha t tak ing  the en
tire  W illiam s ’ statement in  con
tex t and the meaning given by 
h im  to tha t statement, he has 
form ulated the classic p riv ilege 
of self-defense accorded under 
the c iv il and c rim ina l law  to all 
persons. Surely, N AAC P policy 
cannot deny tha t p riv ilege  to 
its  Negro members . . . there
fore . . . W illiam s ’ statement 
cannot possibly be contrary to 
N AA C P po licy.”

As the date for the hearing 
approaches the great debate in 
the Negro press and in all or
ganizations interested in civil 
rights over the correctness of 
Williams vs. Wilkins continues 
unabated.

Negro newspapers inc lud ing  
the Chicago Defender and the 
Philade lph ia  T ribune, m a n y  
N AA C P  leaders, and Negro 
Congressmen Powell (D -N .Y.) 
and N ix  (D-Pa.) have backed 
up W ilk ins . O ther papers, in 
c lud ing  the N.Y. Amsterdam 
News and N.Y. Age have come 
out e d ito ria lly  in  favor of Ne
groes using a ll the force neces-

C iv il L ib e rtie s  D efender

Carl Holderm an (righ t), fo rm 
er president of the New Jersey 
CIO Council, died in  Newark 
May 20 at the age of 65. A  con
sistent champion o f c iv il l ib e r
ties, he played an outstanding 
ro le in  m ob iliz ing  labor support 
fo r James Kutcher (center), the 
legless veteran who was fired 
from  the Veteran’s A d m in is tra 
tion  in  1948 fo r adm itted m em 
bership in  the Socialist W orkers 
Party.

This p ic tu re  was taken Aug. 
25, 1948, at a press conference in  
Newark where Holderm an jo in 
ed in  announcing fo rm ation  of 
t he K u tche r C iv il R ights Com
m ittee w hich won K u tch e r’s re 
instatem ent in  1956. A t le ft is 
George Novack who was secre
tary of the K u tche r Committee.

A t the press conference, H o ld 
erman, who had jus t won the 
CIO aw ard fo r outstanding ac
t iv i ty  in  defense of c iv il l ib e r
ties, vigorously denounced T ru 
man's executive order establish
ing the “ lo y a lty ”  screening p ro 
gram fo r  federal employees.

Holderm an to ld  the assem
blage of reporters tha t he did 
not agree w ith ' K u tch e r’s po
lit ic a l views. “ B u t,”  he  said, “ I 
do agree tha t there is a great 
danger to democratic righ ts  in 
volved in the persecution of in 
d iv idua ls who hold such views. 
Regardless of politics, our state 
CIO and I  as its president w il l  
g ive fu l l  support to James K u t
cher and to the rescinding of the 
Executive O rder.”

A t the tim e of his death, H old- 
erman was New Jersey Com
missioner of Labor and Industry, 
a post he held fo r five years. 
From  1945 to 1954, he was state 
president o f the New Jersey 
CIO.

An active unionist since 1926, 
he was appointed regional d irec
to r of the T e x tile  W orkers O r
ganizing Committee, CIO, in  
1936 and played a key ro le in 
the organization of the te x tile  
w orkers in  N orthern  N ew Je r
sey.

He is survived by his w ife , 
Beatrice, and fo u r sons.

sary to stop racist attacks. A 
num ber of papers, inc lud ing  the 
A fro -A m erican  and the C a li
fo rn ia  Eagle, w h ile  agreeing 
w ith  W ilk in s  on the issue of 
force, argue tha t suspension of 
W illiam s is too harsh trea tm ent 
and call fo r  “ understanding”  of 
his feeling and statements.

LA U TIE R  CHARGES W IL K IN S

Recent comments include a 
lengthy artic le  by Louis Lautier, 
most w ide ly  syndicated Wash
ington colum nist fo r the Negro 
press. La u tie r opposes W illiam s ’ 
suspension on the grounds of 
the N orth  Carolina N AAC P  
leader’s r ig h t to freedom of 
speech. “ Under the c ircum 
stances,”  he w rites, “ i t  w ould 
appear tha t the N AA C P Com
m ittee on Branches, instead of 
hearing charges against M r. 
W illiam s, should hear charges 
against M r. W ilk ins  fo r  abuse 
of a u tho rity  and a rb itra ry  action 
in  suspending M r. W illiam s.”

A nother w ide ly-read colum n
ist, P. L. P ra ttis  in the May 30 
P ittsburgh C ourier w rites  iro n 
ica lly : “ Sure, M r. W ilk ins  was 
r ig h t in  k ick ing  M r. W illiam s 
out. B u t M r. W illiam s was righ t, 
loo. He was g iv ing  voice to

w hat is in  the dark  b ro the r’s 
m ind. He is not going to con
tinue to subm it passively to 
rape and lynch ing . Some day 
his patience w il l  wear out.

“ B u t of course you should 
not ta lk  out loud about such 
probabilities. You’ re supposed to 
keep such th in k in g  buried in 
the subconscious and sublim ate 
your sense of in justice  in  the 
m agnanim ity of R ichard N ixon 
or somebody.

. “ Everyw here you tu rn , around 
the w orld , w h ite  fo lks  are busy 
fashioning the most deadly tools 
to destroy other human beings. 
A nd ye t they are the fo lks  on 
top. W hile  th is  goes on, B ro ther 
W illiam s, s im p ly fo r using the 
w ord ‘violence’ m etaphorically 
is taken to the woodshed. Oh, 
w e ll!”

Gov. Rockefeller 
Dooms Reid to 
Fla. Chain Gang

By Flora Carpenter
G overnor Nelson A. R ockefe ller not on ly  inherited  a 

good slice of his g rand fa the r’s o il b illions  but also his 
f lin ty  heart. The same cold-blooded indifference tha t John
D. Rockefeller displayed when*-----------------------------------------------------
troops massacred his s tr ik in g  l l , - ' . « -  I I  ■ Aunions Hit 

Blue - Cross 
Rate Hike

LAST ARBITER
Dr. Robert J. Oppenheimer, 

know n as the fa the r of the A - 
Bomb, to ld  a symposium on basic 
research in  N.Y. tha t “ we live  
close to disaster.”  He said, 
“ Throughout a ll ou r h istory 
arms have . . . been the last a r
b ite r o f disputes. We have come 
to live  in  an age when th is  can
not continue.”

How About Our Public Opinion? 
Say Mt. Sinai Hospital Pickets

By L illian  Kiezel
A  group of hospital strikers 

were resting on benches out
side Central Park waiting for 
the mass-picketing demonstra
tions called by Rep. Adam 
Clayton Powell to get under 
way. (See story page one.) 
They were eager to tell the 
"inside story" of the strike to 
anyone who wanted to listen 
and to write about it.

Asked about reports in the 
press o f “ public outrage”  over 
the strike , one s tr ike r said, 
“ They m ust mean the m illio n 
aires on the hospital board. 
Anyw ay, aren’t we the public?”

. “ Conditions here are a tro 
cious,”  said another s triker. 
“ A fte r six years o f service to 
th is hospital I '  make $47 a 
week and take home $37-$38.” 
He lives at home w ith  his 
m other “ I can’t  afford to get 
m arried,”  he explained.

A n  e lderly  Negro woman, for 
15 years a k itchen aide at M t. 
S inai Hospital, expressed the 
b itterness ^ of the strikers 
toward the- scabs. Shaking a 
stick in  the d irection of the 
hospital she said, “ I f  I could 
use th is  stick, there w ou ldn ’t 
be any scabs le ft in there. How 
can they look th e ir own peo
ple in  the face when they come 
out?”

She showed me a pay-check 
stub. H er take-home pay had 
been $26.78 fo r 32 hours. “ I

usually w o rk  44 hours,”  she 
said.

I  asked w hether they got ex
tra  pay fo r overtim e. A t th is 
po in t a ll the pickets laughed. 
T h is  is a big joke among s tr ik 
ers. They receive t ime-and-a- 
quarter fo r overtim e. As a 
k itchen he lper the e lderly  Ne
gro woman is lu ck ie r than the 
rest, however, because she re 
ceives $5 a week to buy lunch 
es at the hospital. The others 
receive no food allowance.

"We nurses's aides are treat
ed like d irt!" said a younger 
woman. "We do everything for 
the patients from bringing bed
pans to nourishment —  every
thing except take blood pres
sure and give medication. We 
wait on rich and poor patients 
alike."

“ Take i t  a ll down,”  she said 
b itte r ly . “ We w ant the w orld  
to know  our pub lic  opinion. I 
could w rite  a book about this 
hospital. You musn’t  be too 
conscientious or show them 
you ’re sm art because th ey 'll 
w o rk  you to death.

“ They say they have enough 
help. They have pictures in 
the papers o f rich  people vo l
unteering. T ha t’s fo r p u b lic ity .”

“ Who is preparing and wash
ing the dishes and  bath ing the 
patients?”  she asked. “ L o o k !” 
She pointed to v is itors enter
ing the hospital. “ They’re a ll 
ca rry ing  in  food fo r th e ir sick

ones. I f  they have enough help, 
we'll ju s t w a lk  th is p icke t line  
u n til our feet drop off.”

Just then Rep. Powell, who 
is also Pastor of the Abyssin
ian Baptis t Church, arrived 
w ith  hundreds of people from  
his congregation who were 
brought down to Mt.', Sinai in 
chartered buses. Powell called 
the demonstration to protest 
economic exp lo ita tion  of Ne
groes and- Puerto Ricans who 
make up 85% o f the non-pro
fessional w orkers at the six 
s truck hospitals.

'O PERATIO N H U M A N IT Y '

We all jo ined the picket line 
w hich was now tw o fu l l  blocks 
long. Some o f the signs carried 
by the pickets read: “ Against 
S tarvation Wages,”  “ A  C ity  
W elfare A llow ance is Bigger 
than a H ospita l W orker’s Sal
a ry,”  “ You Can Get Sick on 
$32 a Week.”  P ickets who 
came down w ith  Powell wore 
buttons saying Operation H u 
m an ity .”

The show of so lida rity  v is ib ly  
heartened the demonstrators. 
A fte r we had marched around 
M t. Sinai tw ice, the demonstra
tion  began to break up and a 
mass of people congregated in 
fro n t of the hospital.

"H i scab," shouted one strik
er to someone watching from 
inside. "Anybodyfs a scab is 
so low he could crawl."

employes and th e ir fam ilies  at 
Lud low , Colorado, in  1913, was 
exh ib ited  by his grandson last 
week when he announced he 
w ould a llow  the ex trad ition  of 
W illia m  Reid to a F lo rida  chain 
gang.

“ I t  is s im p ly d isgracefu l,” 
said M ilton  H. Friedman, M r. 
Reid’s ch ief counsel, “ tha t the 
Governor of the enlightened 
State o f New Y o rk  should, of 
his own vo lition , w ith o u t legal 
compulsion, and w ith  fu l l  kn o w 
ledge o f the facts, choose to 
o ffer another Negro v ic tim  fo r 
Southern lynch ing .”
H A R R IM A N  SIG NED W R IT

When fo rm er Governor H a rri- 
man signed a w r it  to  extrad ite  
Reid to F lo rida  in  1955 a fou r- 
year court battle  ensued. F o l
low ing a fina l re jection of Reid’s 
plea last week by the U.S. C ir 
cu it C ourt of Appeals, the de
cision was le ft up to Rocke
fe lle r.

“ The action of Governor 
R ockefeller,”  said Friedman, “ in 
sum m arily  ordering W illie  Reid 
returned to F lo rida  is a master
piece of executive in justice.

"Together with associates, I 
presented to the Governor's 
counsel and to Lt. Gov. Wilson 
last week the shameful, fully  
documented story of Reid's i l 
legal conviction and cruel, un
usual punishment at the hands 
of Southern racists, including 
Sheriff Willis V . McCall, who 
has an appalling record of bru
tality inflicted on Negroes in 
his custody."

B ut Reid’s attorneys could 
not move Rockefeller who was 
more concerned about accom
modating a fe llo w  governor 
than saving a man’s life . The 
N.Y. Post repor ts th a t F lorida 
G overnor Collins had telegraph
ed Rockefeller, “ assuring Reid’s 
safe re tu rn  to F lo rida .”  W hat 
happens to h im  a fte r he gets 
there? W ill his life  be protected 
then? The F lo rida  Governor 
doesn’t say and the New Y ork  
governor doesn’t ask.

Sentenced to 15 years on the 
chain gang in  1950 fo r  allegedly 
stabbing another Negro on the 
w ris t, re tu rn  to F lo rida  w ould 
mean almost certa in death fo r 
the 42-year-old Reid.

He escaped to New Y o rk  in 
1952 a fte r he had testified 
against th iev ing  prison guards 
du ring  a F lo rida  State inves ti
gation. He was subjected to 
beatings tha t resulted in broken 
bones and back in ju ries . Prison 
guards threatened to k i l l  h im .

W ith  help from  the FBI, Reid 
was apprehended here in 1955. 
He was released from  prison on 
bail fo r several months in  1956 
when New Y ork  Supreme Court 
Justice Dineen ru led  th a t he 
had not received a fa ir  t r ia l in 
F lo rida  and faced possible harm 
i f  returned. However, Reid has 
spent the last several months 
in the Tombs prison pending 
fina l outcome of his case.
SEEK R EVIEW

R eid’s attorneys have m an
aged to get another stay — pre 
venting  his ex tra d itio n  u n til 
th is F riday. The stay gives the 
attorneys tim e to appeal fo r  a 
w r it  o f ce rtio ra ri asking the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt to review  
the case.

In  a letter thanking the N.Y. 
Post for its support of his case 
Reid said: "Carry on; continue 
in the name of justice for those 
unfortunate ones who may come 
behind me that there w ill be 
justice for them. Do everything 
that is humanly possible to bet
ter the world we live in."

NEW  YO R K, M ay 22 —
Spokesmen for major unions in 
the area have sharply assailed 
the application of the Blue 
Cross hospital plan for a new 
rate increase at a public hear
ing yesterday and today by the 
State Insurance Department. A  
representative of the Socialist 
Workers Party supported union 
opposition to the rate increase 
and urged a program of social
ized medicine.

Blue Cross, w hich is dom i
nated by the U n ited  H ospita l 
Fund, is demanding a 34.2% 
increase on its  a lready s tiff 
rates to subscribers and p ro 
posing to hand the hospitals 
add itiona l payments o f 8.9 per 
cent. Last Sept. 15, the plan, 
w h ich  gives a m in im um  o f ser
vices and pays its directors 
staggering salaries, won a 22.3% 
rate hike.

More than a dozen union 
spokesmen pointed out tha t 
past increases have not been 
reflected in  add itiona l pay fo r 
hospita l w orkers and a ll re 
ferred to the cu rren t hospita l 
s trike . The representative of 
the Teamsters Jo in t C ouncil 
declared h is organization is 
considering setting up its own 
hospita l p lan and b u ild ing  its 
own hospitals i f  necessary. A  
ha lf dozen N ew Y o rk  unions 
have a lready found they can 
provide th e ir members w ith  
be tte r service a t low e r rates 
by  organizing th e ir ow n plans.

Speakers a t the hearing also 
showed the extent to w h ich  
B lue Cross has become a lu 
cra tive  source of income fo r 
directors. One member of the 
B lue Cross board is S tanley 
Resor, chairm an o f the J. W a l
te r T h o m p s o n  advertis ing 
agency. Last year his company 
raked in  more than h a lf a m il
lio n  do llars in  fees from  B lue 
Cross.

Speaking for the Socialist 
Workers Parly, Douglas Rich
ards said: "The dramatic con
trast between what Blue Cross 
has achieved and the medical 
services in the USSR, England, 
Sweden and other countries 
which have socialized medical 
programs shows conclusively 
that government planning has 
outstripped private enterprise."

P H ILA D E L P H IA
C om m unity  C lothesline A r t  

E xh ib itio n  by local artists —  
oil, w ater, pastels and wood- 
paintings. Sat., June 6, 2 to 
7:30 p.m. A t 1124 41st St. E n
tries welcome — call B A  2- 
7892. Dutch trea t: Chicken plat
ters and refreshments th rough
out the hours o f the exh ib it. 
Sponsored by M ilita n t Labor 
Forum. (For fu r th e r in fo rm a 
tion  also call ST 3-5820.)

“ The Beat Generation and a 
T h ird  P a rty .”  Hear: D r. A n 
nette T. Rubinstein. Sat. June 
13, 8:30 p.m. 1303 G ira rd  Ave. 
Donation 75 cents; students, 50 
cents. Ausp. M ilita n t Labor 
Forum.

B O S T O N
B o sto n L a b o r  F o ru m , 2 9 5  H u n tin g 

to n  A v e ., Room  200 .
C H IC A G O  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  77 7  W .  
A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 0 9  S u 

p e rio r A v e ., Room  301 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen W e d n e s d a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9. 

D E T R O IT  
E u g en e V . D ebs H a ll ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d 

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  and  M o d ern  B ook Shop. 
1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Juneau A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  322 H e n 

nep in  A v e ., 2 n d  flo o r. O pen  noon to  
6  P .M . d a ily  except S u n d ays .

N E W A R K  
N ew a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116  U n iv e r 
s ity  P lace , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B ox 341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o rum and S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303  W . G ira rd  A v e . 
L e c tu re s  and d iscussions e v e ry  S a tu r 
d a y , 8  P .M ., fo llo w ed  b y  open house. 
C a ll PO  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il i ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4 . 

S at. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; if  no answ er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1 412— 1 8th  A v en u e , E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L i 

b ra ry , b oo kstore .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

A t the first press conference for Kutcher in 1948
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