
Publish Lynch 
Mob's Names!

A n  Editorial

A fte r  establishing the id e n tity  of the m urderers, w hy 
d id  the F B I w ith d ra w  from  the case of Mack C. Parker, 
the 23-year-old Negro who was lynched in  M ississippi 
A p r il 25?

U.S. A tto rney  General Rogers gave a shameful o f
fic ia l explanation; namely, tha t the “ F B I investigation 
had c learly  established tha t the persons responsible fo r 
the death of Parker had not v io la ted the Federal K id 
napping Statute, and no other successful Federal prose
cu tion  could be m ain ta ined .”

Does the federal governm ent prosecute on ly  when it  
th inks a judge w i l l  hand down a favorable verdict? W hat 
about its du ty  to present the evidence in  a crim e tha t 
has shocked the world?

The F B I indicated tha t i t  has pos itive ly  established 
the id e n tity  of at least 10 partic ipan ts in  the ho rrib le  
k illin g . Judging from  the A tto rney  G eneral’s own state
ment, the F B I even reconstructed details of the lynching.

Yet, en igm atica lly , the F B I w ith d re w  from  the case 
and turned over the evidence i t  had gathered to Missis
s ipp i’s Governor Coleman.

This enables the governor to delay g iv ing  i t  to a 
grand ju ry  u n t il next November. The grand ju ry  can then 
delay fu r th e r action fo r another s ix  months. M eanwhile  
10 know n m urderers rem ain at large in  Pop la rv ille .

In  add ition to the evidence obtained at the scene of 
the crime, New Y o rk  radio station W M C A received a 
le tte r from  P op la rv ille  in  answer to a $5,000 rew ard offer.

The le tte r names an elected o ffic ia l in  Pearl R iver 
County as a “ close co llabora to r”  of the lynch  mob. He is 
accused in  the le tte r of arranging the trans fe r of the 
prisoner to the P op la rv ille  ja il,  of te llin g  the mob where 
the cell keys could be found, and of acting as “ lookout.”

D id  the F B I decide to protect th is official?

Federal Laws Do Apply
I t  is not true  tha t no federal law  applies to th is lynch 

m urder. The evidence indicates tha t the k ille rs  d id  cross 
a state line  w ith  th e ir v ic tim  and therefore v io la ted the 
k idnapp ing statute.

In  add ition  to that, Senator C arro ll o f Colorado, who 
should know  because he is a fo rm er prosecutor, said M ay 
29: “ I don’t  understand the action of the A tto rney  General. 
I  have not the s lightest doubt they could have prosecuted 
under the S ix th  Am endm ent and they could also have 
b rought the ja ile r  in  under the 14th Am endm ent.”

We doubt tha t Sen. C arro ll doesn’t “ understand.”  He 
belongs to the same Dem ocratic P arty  as the offic ia ls in 
Pearl R ive r County. One of them, i t  appears, is badly in  
need of protection. D id  the F B I oblige him?

In  the interests of law -ab id ing  citizens in  Pearl R iver 
County, we th in k  tha t i t  is the du ty  of the W h ite  House 
to  order J. Edgar Hoover, A m erica ’s ch ie f cop, to publish 
the names of lynchers fo r th w ith .

Ten m urderers are loose in  the area. The pub lic  has 
a r ig h t to know  who they are so tha t they can take 
measures of self-defense in  v iew  of the breakdown in  both 
federa l and state law  enforcement in  M ississippi.

The head of the F B I is not lik e ly  to pub lish  the names 
o f his own vo lition . As I. F. Stone has pointed out, year 
a fte r year, H oover’s testim ony before leg is la tive  com
m ittees “ chimes in  w ith  Southern racist attem pts to p ic
tu re  the Negro’s struggle fo r justice  and equa lity  as a 
Red p lo t.”

W hy doesn’t E isenhower order Hoover to make the 
names of the lynchers public? Does the President have to 
get perm ission from  the lynch  mob first?

Socialist Campaigners 
Push Nearer Fund Goal

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign D irector
Things are ge tting  exc iting  in  the Socialist W orkers 

P a rty  B u ild ing  Fund fo r $16,000. This week contribu tions 
came to $1,198. We are now at $11,333. T ha t’s 70% of our 
goal. And before I  run out of 
breath, our campaign got a 
w rite  up in  a socialist paper in  
Ind ia  w hich is s tarting a fund 
o f its  own.

M ost exciting, I  suppose, is 
th a t the deadline is only tw o 
weeks away and i t ’s going to 
take an extra  burst o f energy 
and determ ination to make i t  
down tha t last lap in tim e. Can 
we do it?  I ’m not p red icting ; 
I ’m jus t pu tting  a ll m y confi
dence in those Am erican social
ists who figure th a t the dollars 
they pu t up now are absolutely 
essential in the struggle fo r 
a w o rld  of peace.

A  lo t of in it ia tiv e  is being 
displayed by many comrades in 
th in k in g  up ways and means to

beat both unem ploym ent and 
in fla tion  to make sure th a t the 
voice o f revo lu tiona ry  socialism 
is as strong as possible in  the 
w o rld  center of im peria lism .

Take Philadelphia fo r  ex
ample. I  w ish a ll o f you could 
see the beau tifu l leafle t they 
got up fo r P ro ject Chicken D in 
ner. On one side is a hen’s head; 
on the other a rooster. So he’s 
doing w hat roosters do —  crow 
ing; “ W hat’s fo r d i n n e r ?  
C H IC K E N !”

Being a modern rooster, he 
adds: “ Take-out orders filled  by 
p rom pt auto de live ry .”  (Tele
phone ST 3-5820.)

In  the Philade lph ia  area, 
you’l l  sure w an t to go down to 
the party. I t ’s on June 6 , starts 
at 2 p.m., lasts u n til 7:30 p.m. 
and the address is 1124 41st St.

To break away from  tha t crisp 
southern fr ied  and get back to 
New York. Could i t  be tha t 
Twin Cities comrades heard 
about R ichard Lopez, the New 
Y o rk  campaign d irector, m aking 
a comment about being ahead 
of the land of 10,000 lakes?

No other explanation is pos
sible, because the T w in  Cities 
crew sent in $171 to give them 
a tic  th is week w ith  the ta x i- 
dodgers. That took some doing 
because New Y o rk  racked up 
$294.40.

A nd  New Yorkers, read th is 
from  Fannie C urt, T w in  Cities 
campaign d irector: “ We will
make it . ”

Denver not on ly reached its 
goal, bu t w ent over the other 
side of Pikes Peak to take firs t 
place w ith  120%. They d id  i t  
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Major New York Unions 
Support Hospital Strike

The Rabbits’ Wedding

Moonlight scene from children's book "The Rabbits' 
Wedding" by Garth Williams. Banned from free circulation 
in Alabama's public libraries because racists were scandalized 
over its letting down color bars between black and white 
rabbits, the book about soft, furry love in the animal king- 
dorri is rapidly becoming a nationwide best-seller.

Faubus Backers Beaten 
In Little Rock Vote

By L illia n  K iezel
Governor O rva l Faubus, p o litica l gangster in  th e  

Arkansas capitol, suffered a set-back in  his campaign of 
defiance of the U.S. Supreme C ourt ru lin g  on school de
segregation. In  a tw o-w ay Board  
o f Education recall election held 
in L it t le  Rock on M ay 25, the 
pro-Faubus members were oust
ed w h ile  anti-Faubus members 
were kep t on the Board by a 
narrow  m argin. The underly ing  
issue in  the vote was w hether 
the c ity ’s h igh schools should re 
m ain closed in  order to prevent 
compliance w ith  federal court 
orders to in tegrate or w hether 
they should be reopened.

The double recall election; in 
w hich each side sought to recall 
the other, was triggered by the 
Faubus men on the Board. On 
M ay 5 they sum m arily  voted to 
fire  44 teachers and principals, 
inc lud ing  12 Negro teachers. The 
Board was sp lit 3-3 over the 
issue.

STOP C AM PA IG N

Last December a ll s ix mem
bers o f the Board were elected 
as avowed segregationists. F u r

thermore, the anti-Faubus Board 
members state they s ti l l  believe 
in  segregated schools. However, 
as Tucker, one o f the three anti- 
Faubusites, explained, “ a ll o f us 
favor reopening the schools, a l
though th is presum ably w il l  in 
volve some degree of desegrega
tion .”

Dr. D rew  Agar, chairm an of 
STOP (“ Stop This Outrageous 
Purge,”  the committee form ed to 
recall the Faubusites) stated: 
“ Look at me, I  never stepped 
into th is mess before because I 
was afra id  I  w ould  lose patients. 
B u t when they fired the p rin c i
pal at m y ch ild ren ’s grade 
school, I got so mad I  jus t had 
to do something . . . i t ’s tim e 
we stood up and fough t the ex
trem ists.”

A  mother, who is a strong 
segregationist b u t who voted fo r 
STOP, is reported to have said: 
“ Those teachers m ig h t have 
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Bonn Militarists Bolstered 
By U.S . Nuclear Arms Pact

By D aniel Roberts
W hile  U.S. big-business po licy makers insist tha t a 

re laxa tion  of in te rna tiona l tensions m ust be based on the 
status quo in  B e rlin  and Germany, they continue, against 
the w i l l  o f the German w ork ing  people, to push fo r the 
rearm am ent of West Germany. By trea ty  w ith  the Bonn 
government, the Bundeswehr (West German troops) are

now to receive tactica l nuclear

Wall Street 
Sheds Tears 
In Its Beer

"Disaster in Cuba." That's the 
headline Barron's featured for 
the news about the law just 
passed by the Castro govern
ment reducing the legal m axi
mum of estates to a pitiful 
1,000 acres.

“ So-Called Land Reform  Is 
L ik e ly  to Y ie ld  B it te r F ru it,”  
continues the national business 
and financial w eekly tha t is a 
favo rite  among bankers, stock
holders, and W a ll S treet gam
blers.

“ I t  has caused vast consterna
tion  in  circles which can recog
nize a naked th rea t when they 
see one,”  the magazine weeps. 
“ For one th ing, the term s are 
outrageous. In  Cuba, as in many 
other places, the land tax va lu 
ation of p roperty  .  . . is a fa r 
cry  from  its true  value; to 
award compensation on such a 
basis is tantam ount to robbery 
To compound the crime, m ore
over, Havana proposes to settle 
in Cuban governm ent bonds, 
y ie ld ing  less than comparable 
U.S. Treasury issues, and pay
able a fte r 30 years in  a cu r
rency which, in  the past few 
months alone, has lost rough ly 
one-th ird  of its value.”

W hat makes the re fo rm  law  
pa rticu la rly  “ disastrous”  in  B a r
ron ’s opinion is tha t i t  “ may do 
severe harm  to fore ign invest
ments on the island, ranging 
upwards of a q ua rte r-b illion  
dollars, inc lud ing  those of such 
large U.S. concerns as the 
Cuban-Am erican Sugar Co. and 
United F ru it.”

W hat is most outrageous about 
the “ ug ly b ru te ,”  i t  seems, is 
that instead of the W all Street 
peasants who have been w o rk 
ing the land up to now, “ the 
veterans of Castro’s arm y, many 
of whom happen to be c ity - 
bred, also w il l  enjoy a va lid  
cla im  to the seized p roperty .”

B arron ’s editors reached such 
p itch o f ind ignation  over “ H a
vana’s fo l ly ”  and C a s t r o ’ s 
“ bearded ones”  tha t they ended 
up ye lling  fo r  the U.S. to re 
a ffirm  “ its own revo lu tionary  
creed”  w hich they in te rp re t as 
inc lud ing respect fo r  p roperty  
and “ abhorrence of legalized 
the ft.”

weapons along w ith  W ashing
ton ’s other N ATO  partners.

The nuclear-arm s agreement 
w ith  Bonn, says the June 1 I. F. 
Stone’s W eekly, gives the West 
Germans pre ferentia l treatm ent 
compared to s im ila r treaties 
w ith  other N ATO  powers.

M IL IT A R Y  PLANS

Thus w h ile  the agreement 
w ith  Canada, fo r instance, p ro 
vides that e ithe r pa rty  m ight 
term inate the pact on one year’s 
notice, the agreement w ith  G er
many can only be term inated 
w ith  the consent of both Wash
ington and Bonn. This, says 
Slone, ". . . reflects the anxiety 
of the American and German 
m ilitary chiefs to let nothing 
interfere w iih  their plans to 
proceed with the nuclearization 
of war."

A ll in all, W all S treet is en
couraging German big business 
to become its p rin icpa l lieu ten
ant in  the im peria lis t w a r d rive  
against the Soviet Union. How 
to stop W ashington’s and Bonn’s 
m ilita ry  bu ild -up  in  G erm any is 
of utm ost im portance to  the 
Soviet w o rk in g  people.

H ow w ill the threat be re 
moved? The on ly sure way this 
can be done is to cement an a l
liance w ith  the German w o rk 
ing people against the big busi
nessmen who contro l the gov
ernm ent in  Bonn.

The bounties tha t a socialist 
Germany, meshing its economic 
plans w ith  those of the Soviet 
Union, w ould bring  — th is is a 
perspective tha t can inspire the 
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N.Y. Hospital 
Strikers Need 
Your Help

S trik in g  New Y ork  hospital 
w orkers need you r help. 
A fte r w ork ing  fo r starvation 
wages they went on s trike  
w ith o u t any personal cash 
reserves. New Y ork unions 
and other organizations have 
pitched in  w ith  money and 
food but much more is 
needed.

I f  you live  in  New York, 
make a con tribu tion  of cash 
or tinned food at any of the 
six s trike  headquarters, each 
of w hich is in the im m ed i
ate neighborhood of the hos
p ita l involved.

Those outside of New Y ork 
can add to the insp iring  labor 
so lida rity  forged by the 
strikers by sending a check 
or money order to: Retail 
D rug Employes Union, Local 
1199, 300 West 45th Street, 
New Y ork, N.Y.

Jobless Total 
Remains High 
Despite Boom

Large pools of chronic unem
ployment remain around the 
country in spite of the new 
boom. The Michigan Employ
ment Security Commission put 
the jobless total in that state at 
310,000 in A pril and estimated 
that the average figure for 1959 
would be about 275,000 even if 
the auto plants don't shut down 
early this year for the model 
changeover.

In  Pennsylvania, the o ffic ia l 
jobless figure dropped from  a 
recession high of 520,000 a year 
ago to around 400,000 at p re
sent. This s til l leaves Pennsyl
vania in. the “ substantia l labor 
surplus area”  category w ith  
8.9% of the labor force out of 
work.

Th irteen areas in  New Y ork 
State, inc lud ing  Buffa lo, fa ll 
in to  the “ distressed area”  cate
gory w ith  an. average unem 
ploym ent rate o f 11.5% in 
March. According to a report 
in  the M ay 27 Congressional 
Record, “ re lie f from  h igh level 
unem ploym ent is not lik e ly  to 
o c c u r  in  the fo rthcom ing 
m onths”  in  these New Y ork  
State areas.

Using unem ploym ent as a 
p re text against ra ising the fed
eral m in im um  wage law  from  
$1 to $1.25 per hour, Secretary 
of Labor M itch e ll stressed, ac
cording to the M ay 30 Business 
Week, th a t jobs fo r  unsk illed  
w orkers were ge tting  harder to 
find. He said employers w ould 
refuse to h ire  unskilled  w orkers 
at the proposed h igher rate and 
th is w ou ld  make unem ploym ent 
even worse.

Mobilize 
Food, Cash 
And Pickets

B y H a rry  R ing
NEW  YORK, June 2 —

Striking hospital workers- re
ceived a gift of $1,500 yester
day from the Dressmakers Joint 
Council of the International 
Ladies Garment Workers Union. 
The contribution is the latest 
expression of the labor and in
terracial solidarity generated by 
the more than 2,000 strikers —  
85% of them Negro and Puerto 
Rican —  who are carrying on a 
magnificant fight against eco
nomic discrimination.

E d ito ria ls  in  the N ew Y o rk  
Times have been how ling  fo r 
the blood of the s tr ik in g  w o rk 
ers, bu t over the week end the 
hospita l union received a $300 
check from  the men who set 
the ed ito ria ls  in  type and 
who belong to the In te rn a tio n 
al Typographica l Union. The 
Times chapel of Local 6, ITU , 
pledged fu l l  support to the 
s tr ike  fo r union recognition and 
urged its members to cancel 
th e ir p a y ro ll deductions to the 
G reater New Y o rk  Fund w hich 
i t  charged is “ abetting”  the s ix  
s truck hospitals tha t have been 
paying wages o f $32 and $38 a 
week.

The s tr ike  has the firm  back
ing o f the C ity  A F L -C IO  Coun
c il and the endorsement of 
George Meany, president o f the 
national labor body.

Union locals in  the area have 
sent a steadily increasing flo w  
o f cash and food in to  s trike  
headquarters. T he ir members 
are b ring ing  down the co n tr i
butions and then jo in in g  the 
picketlines. Last week the U n i
form ed F ire  Officers Associa
tion  contribu ted  $1,000. O ther 
groups th a t have g iven the 
same am ount include the In te r 
na tiona l T ransporta tion  W o rk 
ers Union, its New Y o rk  a ff i l i
ate and D is tr ic t 65, RWDSU.

LOCAL 3 LENDS $50,000

Top financial aid to the s tr ike  
has come from  Local 3 o f the 
In te rna tiona l Brotherhood of 
E lectrica l W orkers w h ich  ex
tended a long-term , in terest- 
free loan o f $50,000. H a rry  Van 
Arsdale, business manager of 
the local and president o f the 
New Y o rk  A F L -C IO  Council, 
has sparked the d rive  fo r  c ity -  
w ide labor support to the s tr ik 
ing union, Local 1199 o f the 
R eta il D rug Employes, an A F L - 
CIO a ffilia te .

Union solidarity has gone be
yond financial and moral sup
port. Skilled construction work
ers who make as much money 
in one day as some hospital 
workers do in a week have 
walked off the job on new 

(Continued on Page 4)

Meany Threatens 'W ar' Against the Democrats
By M u rry  Weiss

A l l  sections of the official 
leadership of the American la
bor movement are now in full 
opposition to the Kennedy-Ervin 
labor "reform" bill. The bill, 
now pending in the House, 
zipped through the Senate with  
a 90-to-1 vote April 25 after 
its "mild" anti-labor provisions 
had been heavily laced with the 
stronger stuff contained in the 
amendments of Sen. McClellan 
from Arkansas.

Frightened by the conse
quences of th e ir o rig ina l sup
po rt of the “ m ild ”  version, the 
A F L -C IO  tops m eeting in  E x 
ecutive Council M ay 20, chang
ed th e ir position and denounced 
the b ill.

HOW  ABO UT THE LIBERALS?

However, the Council rem ain
ed s ilen t about a ve ry  im p o rt
ant fact: the w hole bloc of 
labor-backed liberals, inc lud ing  
Kennedy, voted so lid ly  fo r the 
amended b ill w h ich  according 
to the A F L -C IO  body “ w ould 
unw arran ted ly  jeopardize the 
libe rties  o f a ll honest trade 
unionists.”

This fact, taken in  conjunc
tion  w ith  the whole record of 
the union-supported Democrats 
in the 86th Congress, has once 
again exposed the po licy  of 
supporting cap ita lis t politic ians 
fo llow ed by the o ffic ia l leaders 
of the labor movement.

Last November the labor o f
ficials hailed the 86th Congress 
as the most lib e ra l and fr ie n d ly  
to labor in  many years. W hat 
happened is now a fa m ilia r 
story.

The fight against the fili
buster, which is the key to 
civil rights legislation, was sold 
out by the liberals in the open
ing days of the 86th Congress. 
T h e  labor-backed Democrats 
failed to fight for more than a 
piddling extension of jobless 
compensation. A ll social legisla
tion went down the drain as 
Congress held the line for 
Eisenhower's balanced war bud
get. Finally, labor's "friends" 
offered an anti-labor bill with 
some sugar coating; and when 
the sugar coating was scraped 
off by the McClellan amend
ments, the "friends" voted to a 
man for the final Senate ver
sion of the bill.

I t  a ll adds up to the fact 
tha t out o f a ll the candidates 
backed by labor there wasn’t 
one —  not one! — who could 
be depended on to ca rry  the 
ba ll fo r labo r’s leg is la tive p ro 
gram  or even to defend labor 
from  legislation designed to 
place i t  under governm ent con
tro l.

This record w ould seem to 
provoke the question: W hat is 
labor ge tting  by its subservi
ence to the Democratic party  
except one k ick  in the teeth 
a fte r another? This question 
can be heard in  o ffic ia l union 
circles a ll over the country. I t  
is true  tha t union offic ia ls are 
a p riv ileged  bureaucracy rest
ing on the power o f the labor 
movement. B u t they have a 
keen sense of ind ignation  when 
they de live r th is  power to the 
lib e ra l cap ita lis t po litic ians and 
are then unable to show any
th ing  in  re tu rn . Moreover, a n ti
labor legislation, by threaten- 
ing the independence and in 
te g r ity  of the unions, threatens 
the position of the union b u r
eaucracy. The fa ilu re  o f labor’s 
coa lition  w ith  the Democrats to 
“ pay-o ff”  is therefore bound to

be questioned throughout the 
bureaucracy themselves.

M EANY'S SPEECH

F in a lly  A FL-C IO  president, 
George Meany, gave ven t to the 
labor o ffic ia ldom ’s ind ignation  
in his speech to the M illin e ry  
W orkers Union convention June 
1 in New York. “ We are sup
posed to have elected a good 
many friends and have been suc
cessful in defeating those who 
w ould  have foisted a. rig h t-to - 
w ork  law  on us in  several 
states,”  Meany said.

“ W e ll,”  he added, “ maybe we 
d idn ’ t do as w e ll as we thought. 
Maybe we have got to take an
other look.”  Meany then aimed 
his fire at Senator Kennedy who 
was scheduled to speak at the 
convention. W i t h o u t  naming 
Kennedy he said:

“ I  w ould  like  to suggest tha t 
any speaker who comes to th is 
convention, ho ld ing public o f
fice, who may have an in te rest 
in  th is m atter, [th a t’s p rac tica lly  
spelling Kennedy’s name— M W ] 
tha t he look in to  the  faces of 
the men and women s ittin g  in

th is room and te ll th is audience 
tha t he is in  favo r o f legislation 
in  the guise o f labor regulation 
tha t w ou ld  compel each and 
every one of you to run  your 
local un ion m eeting w ith  the 
shadow o f a Federal c rim ina l 
law  hanging over yo u r head in 
case you made a m istake.”  

Meany wound up on a threat
ening note: "A  declaration of 
war seems to be the answer, 
and if that's it; I  guess we w ill 
have to take it." This recalls 
another threat that Meany made 
last December to the New York 
A FL-C IO  convention. In reply 
to the anti-labor offensive of 
big business Meany told the 
convention:

“ I f  labor has to go fu rth e r 
than i t  can through its Com
m ittee on P o litica l Education to 
make Am erica a be tter place in 
w h ich  to w o rk  and live  . . . we 
w i l l  take the nex t step i f  i t  is 
forced upon us. I  have always 
said w e do not w an t our own 
po litica l party, bu t i f  we have to 
do tha t to lic k  the people who 
w ant to  drag us back to the past, 
we w il l  s ta rt ou r ow n po litica l 
pa rty  and do a good job  o f i t . ”

These threats by Meany are 
beginning to sound lik e  the 
story o f the m edieval English 
nobleman who in v ite d  a certa in  
notorious L o rd  M arm aduke to 
his castle and was then com
pelled to leave fo r  a fe w  weeks. 
When he re tu rned  he found th a t 
Lo rd  M arm aduke and his re ta in 
ers had com m itted every con
ceivable crim e against his house
hold — his servants had been 
corrupted, his parents m u r
dered, his brothers k ille d  in  
duels, and his sisters v io la ted. 
T u rn ing  w ith  w ra th  on the 
m arauding c rim ina l who had so 
abused his hosp ita lity , our hero 
cried, “ Beware Lo rd  M arm a 
dukc! You w i l l  go too fa r y e t!”  

But while Meany might want 
to confine himself to hints and 
threats, the unionists at the fac
tory level and in the locals are 
going to seize hold of the idea 
of a labor party one of these 
days. And when they do it w ill 
become as invincible as the 
idea of industrial unionism was 
in its lime.
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Ceylon Government Drops 'Socialist'  MaskW hy Southern Racists 
Admire Our Chief Cop

“ W hat a travesty o f ju s tice !”  declares 
the N.Y. Am sterdam  News (M ay 30) in  an 
ed ito ria l comm enting on the F B I’s w ith d ra w a l 
from  the P op la rv ille  lynch ing . “ A  man is m u r
dered in  cold blood and the highest la w  en
forcem ent agency in  the w o rld  washes its 
hands o f the m atte r because he was not 
m urdered in  a certa in  w ay! .  .  . I t  also makes 
us w onder w hether o r no t we need the F B I!”

The N.Y. Times (M ay 31), no ting  tha t the 
“ F B I has washed its hands o f the . . . lyn ch 
ing ,”  proceeds to l is t laws under w h ich  the 
Justice D epartm ent could have prosecuted. 
(The F B I announced tha t the lynchers had 
v io la ted  no federal law .) Senator C a rro ll said 
there were “ more than enough federal grounds” 
to in d ic t the k ille rs  o f M ack Parker. The N.Y. 
Post asked a rhe to rica l question in  its  M ay 28 
ed ito ria l: “ Too often in  the past the Justice 
Departm ent and the F B I have fled fro m  combat 
w ith  Southern police officials. Has th a t hap
pened again?”

The P op la rv ille  m urder spotlights the te r
ro r faced by the Negro people in  the South, and 
the F B I’s w ith d ra w a l from  the  case at the 
crucia l po in t underlines its ro le  o f encouraging 
racists through suspension of law  enforcement.

No Official Request
A no the r typ ica l case was tha t o f W oodrow 

Daniels, a 35-year-old Negro tru c k  d rive r, who 
died last J u ly  tw o days a fte r a b ru ta l beating 
in  M ississippi’s Yal obusha C ounty ja il.  The 
beating and the v ic tim ’s screams were heard by 
a t least tw o w h ite  citizens who declared them 
selves ready to te s tify  against S heriff T reloar. 
The F B I refused to investigate because no 
o ffic ia l request had been received.

This is the same area where Em m ett T i l l  
was kidnapped and m urdered in  1955 because, 
according to his k ille rs , J. W. M ilam  and Roy 
B rya n t: “ We were never able to  scare h im .”  For 
more than three days, T i l l  was missing, b u t 
the F B I never entered the case.

J. Edgar Hoover testified on February 5, 
1959, tha t “ since January 1, 1957, there have 
been 108 bombings, o r attempted bombings, in  
the U.S., having a rac ia l o r re lig ious aspect 
.  .  . In  add ition  there has been a rash o f threats 
o f bombings. For the period Oct. 12, 1958 to 
Jan. 17, 1959 there were reported to the 
Bureau 1,025 bomb threats.”

The F B I chief recognizes “ the danger to 
ou r nationa l w e lfa re  from  a general wave of 
organized te rro rism ,”  bu t he does no t w an t “ to 
usurp the ju risd ic tio n  o f local authorities.”  Hate- 
mongers te rro rize  Negroes; the F B I notes the 
bombings, files the data and forgets.

On M ay 3, 1958, mayors and police chiefs 
from  21 cities m et in  Jacksonville, Fla., to  
found the Southern Conference on Bombings. 
The F B I was inv ited  to partic ipa te  in  consider
ing  coordinated investigation  b u t refused to 
attend.

Dr. Theodore M. Howard, Negro leader 
fro m  Mississippi, c ritic ized the F B I’s ro le  d u r
ing the D ix ie  reign o f te rro r in  the wake o f 
the Supreme C ourt school decisons: “ We rnust 
find  out w hy  Southern investigators o f the F B I 
can’t  seem to solve a crim e where a Negro is 
in vo lved .”

He re ferred  to the m urders o f Em m ett T il l ;  
the Rev. George E. Lee, who was k ille d  b y  a 
shotgun blast in  Belzoni, Miss., on M ay 7, 1955; 
and Lam ar Sm ith, shot and k ille d  on the cou rt
house steps in  Brookhaven, Miss., fo r  u rg ing  
Negroes to vote.

In  the attem pted m urder on Nov. 25, 1955, 
o f Gus Courts in Belzoni fo r  u rg ing  Negroes to 
vote, the F B I “ made p re lim in a ry  inqu iries  on 
Sunday and then we q u it”  C. E. P iper, F B I 
agent in  charge, said.

Hoover in  an arrogant open le tte r in  Jan
ua ry  1956 blasted H ow ard  fo r  m aking  “ false 
and irresponsible statements”  and demanded 
a re traction. Dr. H ow ard re torted: “ I f  a ll has 
been done tha t could have been done, then he 
w ould  produce the k ille rs .”

H igh  school p rinc ipa l D. J. B r itta in  J r. of

C lin ton, Tenn., accused a sm all group o f d ie 
hard racists w ith  “ a campaign of te rro r”  to  en
force the school boycott. He said th a t the F B I 
had been “ w e ll aware o f the s itua tion  a ll the 
tim e .”

Three m onths la te r on Dec. 12, 1956, the 
F B I was critic ized by state senator J im m y M o r
row  fo r  w arn ing  students against anti-Negro 
violence. Hoover im m edia te ly  sent a telegram 
to M orrow  ins is ting  th a t “ the F B I has issued 
no such w arn ings.”

In  New Y ork, a secret pact was w orked out 
w ith  the Police Commissioner in  1951 whereby 
the F B I w ou ld  no t investigate any v io la tion  of 
c iv il r igh ts  in  police b ru ta lity  cases. Last month, 
A l G arre tt, a young Negro sandblaster died 
from  wounds in flic ted  by a  cop inside a New 
Y o rk  police station. He is reported to have 
cried out on gaining consciousness: “ Stop h i t 
ting  me, man. I  haven’t  done anyth ing .”

The scope of police atrocities is shown by 
Hoover’s report (Feb. 5, 1959) on c iv il  righ ts 
cases, fo r w h ich  the F B I is responsible. Of 
1,269 cases handled by  the F B I du ring  1958, 
1,089 invo lved “ 2,104 la w  enforcement officers.”  
O f these cases, 1,049 in vo lv in g  the police were 
closed. O f th is  number, the grand to ta l o f one 
was convicted. W h ile  th e ir v ic tim s are lega lly  
lynched, the cops go scot free.

Hoover’s approach to the struggle fo r Ne
gro equa lity  is no t to p ro tect the v ic tim s of 
racist te rro r b u t to suspect those who fig h t fo r 
c iv il  r igh ts  of being in  league w ith  the Reds. 
Com m unist “ fro n t groups provide a fe r tile  aux
i lia ry  corps o f dupes, sympathizers, m isguided 
pseudo libera ls  . . . Supplem enting th is  group 
are some men and women who pretend to be in 
terested in  measures to solve rac ia l . . .prob
lems. A c tu a lly  they . . . are exp lo iting  shame
lessly racial, labor and w e lfa re  issues in  ca rry 
ing  ou t the Com m unist P a rty  lin e ”  (Feb. 5, 
1959).

Hoover’s men echo his line. G uy Bannister, 
a fo rm er F B I agent, and M anning Johnson, a 
paid F B I stool pigeon, testified fo r an Arkansas 
Leg is la tive  Council. The repo rt w h ich  sum m ar
ized th e ir  ravings, appeared on January  17, 
1959 (N.Y. D a ily  News): “ This com m ittee has 
found tha t the inc iden t w h ich  occurred at L it t le  
Rock on Sept. 2, 1957 .  . . was planned, schemed, 
calculated and had as its m o tiva ting  factor the 
in te rna tiona l Com m unist conspiracy of w o rld  
dom ination.”

The Color of "Loyalty"
The F B I’s files also provide evidence o f a 

strong rac ia l bias. A tto rn e y  General Howard 
M cG rath stated: “ The F B I conducts a ll in ves ti
gations under the em ployee-loya lty program .” 
A draftee was challenged: “ W hy d id  you, a 
w h ite  person, belong to the N AAC P?”  (Case 8, 
W atts Report.)

W illia m  V ita re lli was in terrogated as to 
w hether he though t “ Negroes and Jews are 
denied some o f th e ir C onstitu tiona l r igh ts "  and 
w hether he was “ an extrem ist on equa lity  of 
races.”  (N.Y. Times. June 2, 1959.) The Coplon- 
tr ia l F B I file  refers to a “ Progressive P arty  
Negress.”

M arie  Yahoda in  the  Yale  Law  Journa l 
(M arch 1952) reported an in q u iry  as to who 
w ou ld  be accused under the lo y a lty  program. 
One re p ly  was: “ People who don’t  m ind liv in g  
next to a Negro.”  “ Equal righ ts  fo r Negroes”  
was among “ tabooed subjects”  fo r  those w ish ing  
to be certified loyal.

Back in  1941, Edgar C. B row n  appealed be
fore  the House A ppropria tions Committee “ fo r 
a more democratic and ju s t po licy  in  the em
p loym ent o f the so-called G-men by  the F B I 
.  .  . For years . . . no t one single Negro has been 
employed as a G-man.”

In  1942 B row n  again testified: “ M r. Hoover 
continues to deny em ploym ent to Negroes as 
G-men.”  Congressman Rabaut to ld  B row n: “ I 
w ant to say something about you r request before 
the Committee last year. I  ta lked to M r. Hoover 
about i t  . . . b u t I  have no contro l over Mr. 
Hoover’s organization, none w hatever.”

.  .  .Socialist Fund Drive

Tunisian Refugees

These children are part of some 180,000 Tunisian refugees 
that were driven away from their homes by the French Army. 
The French look over districts they lived in for m ilitary bases 
against the Algerian National Liberation Army. A t the re
quest of Tunisian and Moroccan governments, the refugees 
are being helped by the United Nations.
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w ith  “ another $5 con tribu tion  
fro m  a fr ie n d  o f the socialist 
movem ent,”  explains Norm an 
H.

Gene F. reported in fo r Cleve
land w ith  $80. “ We’re confi
dent tha t we w il l  have paid 
our branch pledge in  fu l l  by 
June 13.”  A nd  th e y ’re going 
fu l l  steam ahead w ith  th e ir  
“ O ver the Top”  social. We hope 
th e y ’re so successful they can 
fo llo w  D enver’s example even 
though the country is p re tty  
fla t around O hio ’s leading me
tropolis.

Detroit's paym ent of $18.50 
kep t them  r ig h t on schedule and 
the grapevine says th a t they

feel sure they ’l l  make it, even 
though i t  has taken a lo t of 
scram bling to come up fro m  a 
slow start and get on schedule.

And Chicago, afte r losing a 
couple o f inches, came r ig h t 
back on schedule w ith  $100. The 
w in d y  c ity  is m isnamed! (So 
fa r  as socialist determ ination  is 
concerned, I  hasten to add.)

Los Angeles came in  w ith  a 
big increase over the past week. 
The to ta l was $379. Some deep 
d igg ing must have been or
ganized around those orange 
groves.

The Bay Area sent $34 b u t is 
s t i l l  down lo w  on the score
board. A re  they going to t u rn  
out to be a da rk  horse when the 
fin ish l i ne is crossed?

Milwaukee's big paym ent of 
$57.78 gave them the best week 
since the campaign began, 
b ring ing  them  fro m  58% to 
81%. A no the r jum p  lik e  tha t 
and they ’re over the top.

The Boston comrades got to 
gether another $25. “ We’re t r y 
ing  hard to make i t , ”  Sally 
C onti w rote. Doesn’t  th a t e x 
press the exact sentiments of 
everyone who is pa rtic ipa ting  
in  th is  campaign?

Now fo r tha t notice we got in 
the Ind ian  socialist paper. L ike  
our paper i t ’s called the M i l i 
tan t and they started up not so 
long ago. T hy  te ll about our 
fund  campaign and report how 
we’re doing.

They also exp la in  how  im po r
tan t its purpose is “ to help p ro 
mote revo lu tiona ry  - socialist 
policies w ith in  the rad ica l move
m ent and to help expand social
is t activ ities w ith in  the mass 
movement.”  A nd they exp la in  
about the successes in  Am erica 
the past fe w  years in  achieving 
some un ited socialist action in  
election campaigns “ in  opposi
tion  to both Democrats and Re
publicans.”

Doesn’t i t  make you feel good 
to see how  the socialists in  d is
tan t Ind ia  note w ha t w e’re do
ing in  the same big cause th e y ’re 
w o rk ing  in? I t ’s an ind ica tion  of 
how  feelings of in te rna tiona l 
so lida rity  bind socialists to 
gether in  one big fa m ily  the 
w o rld  over.

I  hope we can live  up to the 
expectations of our Ind ian  com
rades, and I ’m sure everyone of 
you w il l  jo in  me in  w ish ing 
them  fu l l  success in  th e ir  own 
fu n d  campaign!

By Edm und Sam arakkody  
Member of Ceylon's Parliament

(Special to the M ilita n t)

COLOMBO, CEYLON —  The 
Mahajana E k s a t h  Peramuna 
(People's United Front) govern
ment, headed by Prime Minister 
Bandaranaike, suffered amputa
tion when the Phillip Gunawar
dena group "resigned" (that is, 
was virtually expelled) from the 
coalition. This outcome of the 
factional struggle inside the 
cabinet between Finance M in 
ister Stanley Soysa's group and 
Phillip Gunawardena's group 
was s o m e w h a t  unexpected. 
Prime Minister Bandaranaike, 
whose policy was to maintain a 
balance betw een these two 
warring groups, found himself 
forced to come out on Soysa's 
side on pain of losing ten mini
sters and with them his party, 
the Sri Lanka Freedom Party.

The factiona l struggle — 
though an unprinc ip led  strug
gle fo r power —  took on the 
appearance of a conflic t between 
L e ft and R igh t in  the govern
ment. From  the beginning of his 
career in the governm ent, Food 
M in is te r Gunawardena sought 
to  appear as a M arx is t. He and 
his group indulged in  M arx is t 
phrasemongering w h ile  adopt
ing communal and a n ti-w o rk 
ing-class policies. H is h a lf- 
hearted measure of land reform  
through the Paddy Lands A ct 
gave h im  the appearance of a 
progressive.

SHOW DOW N COMES

M in is te r Gunawardena u t i l 
ized differences he had w ith  his 
Cabinet colleagues to show them 
off as “ reactionaries.”  B u t he 
found no d iff ic u lty  in  support
ing anti-dem ocratic and a n ti
w o rk ing  class legis lation like  
the Pub lic  Security Am end
ment. D u ring  th is  tim e  his op
ponents in  the Cabinet, and 
among governm ent members led 
by Finance M in is te r Soysa and 
Lands M in is te r De S ilva, closed 
th e ir  ranks and bided th e ir tim e 
fo r a showdown. The showdown 
came, and Food M in is te r P h il
lip  Gunawardena and M in is te r 
of Industries W illia m  S ilva are 
now out of the cabinet and out 
o f the governm ental coalition. 
Four other members o f th e ir 
group le ft the coalition w ith  
them. S ix members of the Sri 
Lanka Freedom P arty  (the 
P rim e M in is te r’s P arty) have 
also le ft the government.

A t the m om ent the Bandar
anaike governm ent has lost its 
parliam entary  m a jo rity , and i t  
is doub tfu l i f  the governm ent 
w i l l  survive fo r long. The p ro 
rogation (ad journm ent) o f P ar
liam en t by gazette notification 
much ea rlie r than scheduled 
was a clear ind ication tha t the 
governm ent was try in g  to gain 
tim e in  order to w in  over “ in 
dependent”  members of p a rlia 
ment and even other parlim en 
ta ry  groups in order to make 
up fo r  th e ir recent losses.

Even i f  the Bandaranaike gov
ernm ent survives by fu r th e r un 
p rinc ip led  alliances w ith  other 
ind iv idua ls  o r groups it  w ould  
at the best rem ain a rum p fo r 
mation. The squeezing out of 
P h illip  Gunawardena’s group 
from  the MEP governm ent has 
removed w hatever le ft co lor
ation the governm ent had 
h ithe rto . The capitalist nature 
of the government is now c lear 
to most sections of the masses.

New Yorkers 
To Rally for
Morton Sobell

NEW  Y O R K  —  P rom inent ed
ucational figures w il l  address a 
ra lly  here in  behalf o f M orton 
Sobell who was convicted along 
w ith  E the l and Ju lius  Rosen
berg on unsubstantiated charges 
in vo lv in g  “ espionage.”  The meet
ing w il l  be held F riday, June 
19, 8 P.M., and w il l  hear Dr. 
Horace K a llen , philosopher and 
educator, Professor Thomas Em 
erson of Yale Law  School, who 
w il l  preside, and Professor M u r
ray Branch o f Morehouse Col
lege in  A tlan ta .

The ra lly  w il l  g ive fu rth e r 
impetus to the grow ing national 
demand th a t Sobell be freed. 
He has already served nine 
years of a 30-year sentence.

Recent developments in  the 
case include an appeal fo r  ex
ecutive clemency by seven no t
ed la w  professors and theolog
ians from  New Y o rk  inc lud ing  
Dr. Reinhold N iebuhr o f Union 
Theological Seminary. A  s im ila r 
appeal has been made by 100 
noted figures in  the Chicago 
area.

The June 19 ra lly  w i l l  be held 
at Webster H a ll a t Broadway 
and 11th Street. T ickets may 
be obtained from  the Committee 
to Secure Justice fo r  M orton 
Sobell a t 940 Broadway.

'G IV E  ME YOUR POOR'
President E isenhower h a s  

fixed a quota o f 100 emigrants 
a year fro m  the new A frican  
republic of Guinea.

The changed set-up is an indi
cation that the Bandaranaike 
government is not prepared to 
make any concessions to the 
masses; it does not mean to in
dulge in any more socialist 
phrase-mongering.

The Bandaranaike govern
ment now proposes to appear 
openly as a cap ita lis t govern
ment. The P rim e M in is te r’s as
sertion of anti-com m unism  in 
th is same context is a clear call 
to the cap ita lis t class to place 
th e ir confidence in  the govern-
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German w o rk ing  class to seek a 
show-down ba ttle  fo r  power 
w ith  the Nazi-m inded indus
tr ia lis ts  and financiers.

I t  is true  th a t the pr esent 
boom in  Western Europe has 
tended to conservatize the G er
man workers. B u t th a t is not 
the biggest obstacle in the way 
of fo rg ing  an alliance between 
the German and Soviet w ork ing  
classes. The K re m lin ’s policies 
in  Germany repel the German 
w ork ing  people.

STA LIN 'S  POLICIES

In  th is  connection, Isaac 
Deutscher, who has excellent 
sources of in fo rm ation, w rites 
in  the M ay 28 Reporter: “ [So
v ie t] policym akers are con
vinced tha t in  the long run the 
rap id  indus tria l and technolog
ical ascendancy of the Soviet 
U nion is bound to have its e f
fect on Germ any and eventua lly  
w il l  d raw  the w hole of Ger
many in to  the Soviet o rb it.”

B u t even “ i f  Khrushchev w il l  
not say i t  openly, he knows fu l l  
w e ll th a t i t  was S ta lin ’s Pots
dam policy, w ith  its emphasis 
on reparations, te rr ito r ia l an
nexation, and nationa lis t Rus
sian revenge on the defeated 
Reich, tha t produced the pres
ent long-lasting slump of Com
munism in  Germany, weakened 
the economy and lowered the 
standard o f l iv in g  of East G er
many, and u tte r ly  discredited 
the U lb ric h t regime.”

The measures Khrushchev has 
taken to “ correct”  th is  “ slump 
of Communism”  among the 
German w o rk ing  people are fa r 
too inadequate to undo the 
crimes o f S talin ism . In  fact, 
they are b u t m ino r reform s — 
p r im a rily  affecting the East 
German liv in g  standards — of 
the S ta lin is t pattern.

East Germany is surging fo r 
w ard in d u s tria lly , and should

ment. C urren t reports and ru 
mors of how the cap ita lis t class 
is reacting are an ind ication 
tha t th is  class may take the op
p o rtu n ity  to save capitalism  
through the Bandaranaike gov
ernment.

FOG C LEARING

The break-up o f the MEP 
(People's U nited F ront), and the 
fact tha t w hat remains of the 
coa lition now functions openly 
as the organ of the cap ita lis t 
class, w i l l  undoubtedly have

the West German economy go 
into a ta ilsp in  in  the near fu 
ture, th is  w i l l  sharpen re vo lu 
tiona ry  socialist consciousness 
among the West German w o rk 
ers (even now, the m a jo rity  of 
West Germ an w orkers support 
the German Socialist P arty .)

But Khrushchev's support for 
the continued division of Ger
many and his m ilitary backing 
for the despotic Ulbricht re
gime, deeply offend the German 
working people's national feel
ings and continue to alienate 
them from the Soviet govern
ment.

A firs t step in  rem oving the 
obstacles to a revo lu tiona ry  a l
liance between the Soviet and 
German w orkers is fo r the 
Soviet Union to w ith d ra w  its 
troops fro m  East Germ any and 
to le t the East German workers 
establish w hatever k in d  of gov
ernm ent they w ish.

A  regime of w orkers ’ democ
racy —  w hich they sought to 
establish in  1953 when Soviet 
troops crushed th e ir  revo lu 
tiona ry  strikes — w ould act as 
a pow erfu l force fo r  u n ify in g  
Germany on a socialist basis.

A N TI-G E R M A N  C LA IM S

The K re m lin  does not concern 
itse lf w ith  the sentiments of the 
German workers, however. In  
the press of the Communist 
Parties —  inc lud ing  the W orker 
in  th is  country — the accent is 
cu rre n tly  on anti-G erm an propa
ganda.

The CP is re v iv in g  the claim  
tha t Germany was “ p r im a r ily ”  
responsible fo r  W orld  Wars I  
and I I  — although a ll im p e ria l
ist powers were equa lly  respon
sible fo r the carnage — and 
tha t German big business, ra ther 
than Am erican im peria lism  — 
is pacing the d rive  to W orld 
W ar I I I .

The Com m unist P a rty ’s ap
peals are addressed to  France,

repercussions o f a far-reaching 
na tu re. H ithe rto , the MEP, or 
m id d le-of - the-road p o l i t i c a l  
grouping, appeared to provide 
an a lte rna tive  road to socialism.

This po litica l fo rm ation , born 
in the 1956 elections, continued 
to grow a fte r i t  took power. The 
firs t tw o years of M EP ru le  
brought considerable streng th  
to th is m iddle-ground move
ment, and during  the period of 
the experim ent, the revo lu tion 
ary movem ent suffered stagna
tion. Then, du ring  the last year 
in  pa rticu la r, when the MEP 
governm ent suffered in  reputa
tion  fo r various misdeeds and 
omissions, t h e  revo lu tionary  
movement was able to  forge 
ahead.

Even so, as long as this mid
dle-of-the-road formation re
mained, it was a serious stum
bling block in the way of the 
revolutionary movement. I t s  
disintegration, beginning with  
the break-up of the MEP, w ill 
mean the polarization of class 
forces. The way is now open for 
the rapid development of the 
working class movement.

The fate of the P h illip  Guna
wardena grouping is now seal
ed. W ith  the break-up of the 
MEP, th is  group of socialist 
phrasemongers, composed m a in 
ly  of the more desperate among 
the m idd le  classes, m ust face 
d isintegration.

In  th is  setting, the Com m u
n is t Party , w h ich  found its  ideal 
popu la r-fron t governm ent in  the 
M EP is in a quandary. The so- 
called “ progressives”  have le ft 
the M EP governm ent. The peo
p le ’s fro n t is d isrupted. W hat 
is le ft o f the M EP now  stands 
in  bold re lie f as a cap ita lis t 
p a rty  and a cap ita lis t govern
ment.

IS IT  PROGRESSIVE?

W ill the CP continue to sup
po rt the governm ent in  the 
name of th a t great progressive, 
P rim e M in is te r Bandaranaike? 
O r is. the c rite rion  fo r  a p ro 
gressive governm ent its  fo re ign 
policy in  re la tion  to the Soviet 
U nion and China? In  th a t event 
the CP w il l  continue to support 
the Bandaranaike governm ent 
at the ris k  of seriously under-

England and the U n ited  States 
to cu rta il the pow er o f German 
big business. In  pa rticu la r, the 
K re m lin  is p itch ing  to the B r i t 
ish cap ita lis t class, w h ich  is en
gaged in serious economic r iv a l
ry  w ith  the German in d u s tria l
ists.

The B r it is h  ru lin g  class itse lf 
has been insp iring  a “ Hate G er
m any”  campaign in the B ritish  
press.

(As one of its  reflections 
M a rk  Goulden, Chairm an o f a 
B ritish  pub lish ing firm , w ro te  
a le tte r in  the June 1 New Y o rk  
Times re fe rring  to “ G erm any’s 
unspeakable crimes” ; “ Germany 
was responsible, p r im a rily , fo r 
tw o w o rld  w ars” ; “ u n til the 
poison w h ich  entered the G er
man soul when i t  became nazi
fied is com plete ly and irrevoc
ably e lim ina ted” ; etc.)

This chauvin is t propaganda, 
advertises the crimes o f German 
im peria lism  b u t is s ilen t about 
the crimes of French, B ritish  
and U.S. im peria lism . (Remem
ber H irosh im a and Nagasaki?)

I t  is best calculated to keep 
the German w orkers from  
breaking w ith  th e ir  own ru lin g  
class —  especially w hen the 
w o rk in g  people are made to 
share the g u ilt  o f H it le r ’s crimes, 
even though these were d irec t
ed against them  in  the firs t 
place.

W hen S ta lin , aping B ritish  
and U.S. im peria lism , adopted 
a chauvin is t approach to the 
German people du ring  W orld  
W ar It , he helped postpone th e ir 
revo lt against H it le r  fo r  several 
years. H is postw ar affronts and 
in ju ries  to the German people, 
as Deutscher correctly  indicates, 
repelled the w orkers fro m  the 
com m unist road. For the Soviet 
government to revive anti-Ger
man chauvinism w ill only serve 
further to delay their emerg
ence on the revolutionary social
ist road.

m in ing  w ha t support i t  has 
among the masses.

The Bandaranaike govern
ment cannot be salvaged fro m  
the present po litica l impasse 
in to  w hich i t  has fa llen . For 
the masses there cannot be even 
a tem porary so lu tion by any 
type of regroupm ent in  P a rlia 
ment. New coalitions w h ich  m ust 
necessarily be unp rinc ip led  in  
the present setting m ust be 
ru led  out and opposed.

I f  the Bandaranaike govern
ment is leaning over the preci
pice it must be pushed to its 
destruction. If  the government 
falls without such effort the 
masses must hasten to bury the 
corpse without any funeral rites. 
I f  the Bandaranaike government 
survives the crisis, a serious 
preparation for its overthrow by 
mass uprising w ill be on the 
order of the day.

Series by Trotsky
W ritte n  in  the tense days 

when the German w orkers 
faced the rise of H it le r, 
T ro tsky ’s w ritin g s  on the 
Nazi danger proved prophetic.

W hat others said at the 
tim e is la rge ly  fo rgotten, bu t 
T ro tsky ’s observations s t i l l  
re ta in  th e ir v i ta l ity  and 
meaning fo r  the p o lit ica l 
struggle today.

As p a rt of you r basic po
lit ic a l education you need 
“ The O n ly  Road fo r  G er
m any”  ($.65), “ Germ any, the 
Key to the In te rna tiona l S it
ua tion”  ($.35), and “ The 
T u rn  in  the C om m unist In 
te rna tiona l and the German 
S itua tion ”  ($.20).

Send $1.10 and get a ll three 
postpaid.

PIO NEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 

New York 3, N .Y.

A Rare 
Book Event

Tw o outstanding and long 
unavailab le  w orks by the 
famed M arx is t scholar and 
h istorian, K arl Kautsky, are 
now being reprin ted.

Communism in Central 
Europe at the Time of the 
Reformation. The continua
tio n  o f h is classic w ork, 
Foundations o f C h ris tian ity , 
th is  is the de fin itive  study of 
the re la tion  of re lig ion  to the 
class struggles of the period.

Thomas More and His 
Utopia. This rem arkable f i f 
teenth century figure made 
the w ord  “ u top ia”  p a rt of 
the w o rld ’s vocabulary w ith  
his b rea th -tak ing  dream o f a 
fu tu re  classless society. K a u t
sky ’s study enables us to  see 
th is fascinating figure and 
his w o rk  in  the economic 
and p o lit ica l context of the 
times.

A  special arrangem ent w ith  
the pub lisher makes both 
books availab le at a reduced 
pre-publica tion  p r i c e .  Pay 
$4.50 fo r Communism in Cen
tral Europe instead o f the 
regu lar p rice of $6. O rder now  
to get Thomas More and His 
Utopia fo r  $3 instead of the 
pub lica tion  price of $4.

PIO NEER  PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 
New York 3, N .Y .

W here to Work?
Send fo r  the fu l l  te x t of a 

debate on “ Should Progres
sives W ork  in  the Progres
sive P arty?”

C arl Haessler, fo rm er ed i
to r o f the Federated Press, 
says, “ Yes!”

George B re itm an, fo rm er 
e d ito r of the M ilita n t, says, 
“ N o !”

25 cents a copy, 18 cents a 
copy fo r  orders of 10 or more. 
Postpaid.
Friday Night Socialist Forum 

3737 Woodward, 
Detroit 1, Mich.

How the Miners Won
Everyone applauded John L . Lew is when he ap

peared at a congressional com m ittee hearing and de
nounced pending an ti-labor legislation. H ow  m any today 
reca ll how the U n ited  M ine  W orkers were attacked by 
everyone from  President Roosevelt to the Com m unist 
P a rty  du ring  W orld  W ar II?  I t  has become a forgotten 
page in  Am erican labor h is tory.

The story of the heroic w a rtim e  strikes of the coal 
m iners and the reactionary forces tha t sought to defeat 
them  is v iv id ly  described by A r t  Preis in  “ H ow  the 
M iners W on.”  Read i t  in  the spring issue of In te rna 
tiona l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 U nivers ity  Place N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .

Combination Offer
Get acquainted w ith  the In te rn a tio n a l Socialist 

Review  and save m oney too. A  six-m onths subscription 
to the M ilita n t p lus one-year to the In te rna tion a l 
Socialist Review —on ly  $2.

The M ilitant 
116 University PL 
New York 3. N . Y .

Yes, I  want to take advantage of your combination offer. 
I  am enclosing $2 for a six-months subscription to the 
M ilitant and one-year to the International Socialist Review.

Name .... . ................................................................................... ...................

Street ................................. ...................................... ................ ..........

C ity ...... .............................................. Z o n e ..............State___________

...German Militarists Bolstered

City Quota Paid Percent
Denver ......... .................... $ 25 $ 30 120
Connecticut .. ........................ 200 215 109
Pittsburgh .... ........... ........ 10 10 100
Allentown .... ..................... 110 101 92
Detroit ......... ....................  600 550 92
Chicago ......... ......................1,000 850 85
M ilw aukee .... ..................... 250 202 81
N ew  Y o rk  .... .................... 4,200 3,259 78
T w in  C ities .. ........... .........1,700 1,309 78
C leveland ..... ....... ............ 750 540 72
N e w a rk ......... ..................... 265 185 70
St. Louis ........ ..................... 80 50 63
Los Angeles .. .................... 4,400 2,710 62
Boston ........... ..................... 450 260 58
Philade lph ia ..................... 500 277 55
San D ie g o ...... ..................... 245 135 55
S e a tt le ............ ..................... 500 214 43
Bay A rea ...... ..................... 800 298 37
General ......... ..................... 15 136 —

T ota l through June 1 $16,100 $11,333 70

FUND SCOREBOARD

By H en ry  Gitano



Monday, June 8, 1959 T H E  M I L I T A N T Page Three

Meany's "American Way of Life"
James R. Hoffa, president of the 

Team ster’s union, was reported by the 
press M ay 20 to have proposed a nation
w ide general s trike  i f  the unions were 
saddled w ith  any more in to lerab le  labor 
legislation. Before Hoffa had the chance to 
correct w ha t he considered m is in te rp re ta 
tions of his remarks, the head of the A F L - 
CIO, George Meany, rushed in  to declare: 
“ The A F L-C IO  is dedicated to the A m e ri
can w ay o f life  and tha t includes 
our system of representative government. 
W hen leg is la tion is enacted tha t we don’t 
like  then i t ’s our po licy  to seek changes 
through the system, not by revo lu tion .”

M eany’s unseemly haste in  lin in g  up 
w ith  the “ Am erican W ay of L ife ”  and 
dubbing H offa ’s alleged proposal as a 
scheme fo r revo lu tion , is a good example 
of w ha t John L. Lew is called “ jo in in g  the 
pack th a t is chasing J im m y Hoffa.”  W h ile  
we are socialist opponents of Lew is, as 
w e ll as Hoffa and Meany w ith in  the labor 
movement, the d ig n ity  and stature of a 
Lew is looms greater than ever — by sim 
ple contrast to an obsequious M eany who 
seeks every oppo rtun ity  to polish up the 
handle on the big fro n t door on Capitol 
H ill.

Now, in  the firs t place Hoffa is no 
revo lu tion is t bu t a conservative trade 
un ion bureaucrat. A nd  the proposal fo r 
a general p o lit ica l protest s trike  i f  the 
employers try  to ram  through legislation 
th a t w ou ld  c ripp le  the unions is not a 
proposal fo r  revo lu tion . Numerous A F L  
and CIO cen tra l labor bodies voted resolu
tions fo r th is  ve ry  idea du ring  the figh t 
to  stop the T a ft H a rtley  b i l l  in  1948.

In  the second place, M eany’s unso
lic ited  oath of allegiance to the “ Am erican 
W ay of L ife ,”  happens to attack some of 
the finest Am erican trad itions. One is the 
r ig h t to revo lu tion , a tra d itio n  w h ich  gave 
b ir th  to our country  in  1776, and again 
preserved its  u n ity  and abolished slavery 
in  1861-65. A no ther is the r ig h t to strike, 
a r ig h t tha t was f irm ly  secured by the 
A m erican w orkers in  the nationw ide CIO 
s trike  upheaval. The b ir th  of modern 
unionism  was not prevented by the tirades 
of the corporations, the government, th e 
press, the radio and the p u lp it tha t strikes 
were noth ing bu t bloody revo lu tion  in 
cited by “ outside red agitators.”

In  the th ird  place, i f  Hoffa d id n ’t  
make the proposal, as he claims he d idn ’t, 
then i t  ought to be made and seriously 
considered by the Executive Council of 
the A F L -C IO  in  consultation w ith  every 
union local in  the country. A lready  the 
b ig  business governm ent has its  foo t in  
the door o f the union movement th rough 
the T a ft H a rtley  A ct, the F B I labor spy 
system and, yes, th rough the absorption of 
the labor tops in to  the cap ita lis t po litica l 
m achine of the Dem ocratic pa rty .

I f  the door is pried  open s t i l l  fu rth e r, 
the trade unions could be reduced to a 
federa l labor-exchange agency subject to 
the d icta to rsh ip  o f the  corporations. To 
prevent th is  the workers of th is  country 
should be ready to engage not on ly  in  a 
general s trike  bu t a revo lu tion .

I f  anyone te lls  you th is  is against the 
Am erican W ay of L ife , te ll them  to read 
the Declaration of Independence.

A  Good Candidate
The annual debate is underw ay in  

Congress over how m any b illions  of do l
lars shall be earmarked fo r “ fo re ign aid.”

P reviously few  questions have been 
asked about the purpose of such aid. I t  
was flag ran tly  displayed as m ilita ry  sup
po rt fo r  as unsavory a crew of dictators, 
kings, generals, colonial masters and as
sorted reactionaries as has ever been as
sembled by an im p e ria lis t power.

W hatever “ economic a id ”  w ent w ith  
i t  was e ithe r obviously supplem entary to 
the napalm  bombs, je t  planes, tanks, a r t i l
le ry , etc., or aimed at buy ing  off local un
rest w ith  wheat, bolts of calico and peni
c illin .

N ow  the predom inant sentim ent in  
Congress appears to be to sh ift the em
phasis. The cases of Iraq  and Cuba are 
fresh before the po litica l representatives 
o f b ig  business.

In  Iraq, as in  China, the guns d id  not 
succeed in  suppressing popular unrest. 
The guns ended up instead in  the hands 
o f a popular opposition movement.

In  Cuba s im ila rly . One senator was 
reported by the W a ll S treet Journa l (M ay 
28) to have complained: “ Look at the mess 
we got in to  in  Cuba by he lp ing Batista. 
Now, w e ’re doing the same th ing  in  H a it i.”

Sen. Morse of Oregon even argued, 
cogently i t  appears to us, tha t arms to 
France provide fo r tac it bu t effective U.S. 
co llaboration in  suppressing the A lge rian  
rebe llion  w ith o u t the consent of the 
Am erican people.

Hep. Bowles (D-Conn.) has proposed

tha t r ig id  standards on recip ients of eco
nomic aid be set up so tha t loans go on ly 
“ to nations w h ich  w i l l  demonstrate a w i l l 
ingness to sacrifice in  th e ir  own behalf 
and whose governments are so organized 
tha t they can use our help w ith  a m in i
mum  of waste.”

Under tha t standard we would nom i
nate as a leading candidate fo r  economic 
aid to the People’s Republic of China, a l
though Bowles w ou ld  undoubtedly de
nounce such a suggestion.

We th in k  tha t the quarte r of the hu 
man race who live  in  China have demon
strated, in  a w ay few  peoples can match, 
th e ir  w illingness to sacrifice and the ca
pac ity  of th e ir  new governm ent to use 
help w ith  a m in im um  of waste.

In  th is  respect the governm ent brought 
to power by a m ig h ty  social and economic 
revo lu tion  stands in  re fresh ing contrast 
to the d ic ta to ria l regim e of the corrup t 
and venal Chiang Kai-shek w ho nicked 
the U.S. Treasury fo r w e ll over $2 b illio n  
in  his figh t to stay in  power im m edia te ly 
a fte r the war.

I f  Congress were t ru ly  interested in 
re fo rm ing  and tu rn in g  tow ard peace, it  
could make no more f itt in g  gesture than 
o ffering  res titu tion  to the Chinese people 
w ith  $2 b illio n  w o rth  of tools and machines 
tha t could be used in  the peacetime p u r
suits tha t are now trans fo rm ing  China.

That th is  invo lves recognizing China’s 
governm ent is obvious. I t ’s h igh  tim e, we 
th in k , fo r i t  re a lly  means no more than 
recognizing rea lity .

Able and Baker
The firs t m am m alian spacemen to 

make i t  safely back to earth  appear to 
have been tw o  monkeys, both females, 
named A b le  and Baker. E very an im al 
lover —  and there seem to be a lo t of 
them in  Am erica — cheered the safe re 
covery of the tw o  sim ians from  the 
hazardous flig h t they were subjected to.

The fact th a t they were Am erican- 
born monkeys, not natura lized citizens, 
s t i l l  less aliens from  Ind ia , A fr ic a  or 
South Am erica, brought even more v ig o r
ous applause. National-m inded patrio ts  — 
especially w ith  the House U n-Am erican 
Com m ittee on the p row l — are n a tu ra lly  
inc lined  to d isplay unusual emotion over 
the achievements o f th e ir  own kind. I t  
proves how superior Am ericans are.

The re la tion  of the A rm y ’s rocket ex
perim ent to hum an w elfa re  is not so en
couraging.

N a tu ra lly  we w ere given tons of 
propaganda about new scientific in fo rm a
tion  provided by the reactions of the tw o 
animals in  the nose cone. We were to ld  
how  valuable th is  can prove to be in  esti
m a ting  the ha2ards to the firs t humans 
who m igh t ven tu re  to duplicate th is  dip 
in to  outer space.

I f  we faced the prospect of enduring 
peace, such as a socialist w o rld  guarantees, 
we could afford to cheer the scientists and 
technicians who demonstrated th e ir  ca
pac ity  to send an object h u rtlin g  10,000 
m iles an hour tow ard a ta rget and then 
recover i t  from  the sea 1,500 m iles away.

We do not live  under socialism; we

do not enjoy any guarantee of peace; in  
fact the prognosis s t i l l  remains nuclear 
w a r i f  the ru le  of Am erican big business 
does not give w ay to a w orkers and 
farm ers government. Thus we had best 
save our cheers.

W hat the experim ent was re a lly  about 
can be gathered from  the fo llo w in g  b rie f 
paragraph in  the M ay 31 New Y o rk  Times:

“ B u t the biom edical experim ents were 
considered a secondary mission. The p r i
m ary object was to test the nose cone for 
its  job  of pro tecting  a nuclear warhead 
against m eteor-like  destruction on re-en
te ring  the atmosphere. Judging from  the 
p re lim in a ry  reports, the m ission was suc
cessful. Moreover, the prom pt recovery of 
the cone proved the effic iency o f the re
covery mechanism the U.S. had devised.”

Thus the e lation of o ffic ia l W ashing
ton was ac tua lly  due to impressive evi
dence th a t the m ilita ry  have perfected 
th e ir  rockets to such a degree tha t they 
are certa in  they can de live r an H-bomb 
thousands of m iles away and be sure tha t 
i t  w i l l  land “ safely,”  no t ju s t d isintegrate 
in  the atmosphere.

However, since the Soviet U nion is 
ahead of Am erica  in  rocke try , i t  stands 
to reason tha t they have solved such 
technical problems long ago.

In  b rie f, the odds took another q ua li
ta tive  ju m p  against our su rv iva l in  a 
nuclear war. The safe t r ip  of A b le  and 
Baker should serve to rem ind the rest of 
us fe llow  citizens tha t we are not so safe 
among the m ounting stockpiles of atomic 
bombs.

"Oh, I don't think we should commit him like the poor Governor of 
Louisiana; he's just a big child at heart."

"Besides, one look at those picket lines around the hospital and 
he'd really flip his wick!"

Schiller —  Poet of Freedom
B y Trent H u tte r

Two hundred years a fte r his 
b ir th  in  the sm all town of M a r
bach, F ried rich  S ch ille r (1759- 
1805) remains G erm any’s best
loved poet and one o f the 
w o rld ’s greatest p layw righ ts. 
Tyrants have tr ie d  e ithe r to 
d is to rt the meaning o f his d ra 
m atic w o rk  or to suppress it, 
bu t to no avail. I t  speaks too 
c learly  the language of libe rty . 
The eternal youth o f S ch ille r’s 
enthusiasm continues to arouse 
readers and audiences.

This, son o f a staff o fficer of 
the Duke of W urttem berg  was 
a genuine revo lu tiona ry  in  the 
rea lm  o f thought. He fought 
the decaying feudal society and 
its ideology o f sp ir itu a l serf
dom, no tab ly  the power of the 
C atholic Church. He consider
ably deepened the eighteenth- 
century philosophy of the En
lightenm ent, assim ilating the 
m ora l teachings of the em inent 
German philosopher Im m anuel 
Kant. He v igorously opposed 
m onarchia l absolutism, the p r iv 
ileges and arrogance o f the no
b i l i ty  and any k in d  of thought 
control. He was a pioneer of 
the bourgeois revo lu tion ; and 
the leaders o f the French Rev
o lu tion  recognized th is  when 
they made h im  an honorary 
citizen of France.

S chille r, a Hum anist, d id  not 
feel happy about the execution 
of K in g  Louis X V I and about 
the French R evo lu tion ’s te rro r. 
He stood fo r the righ ts o f the 
in d iv id u a l and the re ign of 
justice. H is po litica l th in k in g  
was closer to tha t o f the lead
ers o f the Am erican R evolu
tion  than to tha t of Danton or 
Robespierre.

Yet, in the famous “ W ilhe lm  
T e ll,”  the last p lay he com
pleted, S ch ille r openly supports 
the assassination o f a c rim ina l 
oppressor as an act of justice 
and self-defense in  lawless 
medieval Sw itzerland.

Goethe pointed out qu ite  cor

rec tly  tha t his fr iend  S ch ille r 
had a b r ill ia n t understanding 
of politics. He was also a ta l
ented h istorian. A nd  we m igh t 
add tha t S ch ille r’s ins igh t in to  
social problems fa r surpassed 
the social awareness o f most of 
the bourgeois revo lu tion ’s rep 
resentatives o f the tim e. He 
showed tha t society can actua l
ly  tu rn  an honest person in to  a 
crim ina l.

In  another im portan t respect, 
too, he w ent beyond the con
cepts o f the bourgeois revo lu 
tion. He d id  no t believe in  its 
na tiona lis tic  aspirations. He was 
ve ry  much a citizen o f the 
w o rld  although he never tra v 
eled beyond Bohemia. He con
demned Napoleon’s d icta torsh ip  
and his po licy  o f conquest, but 
did not advocate German na
tiona lism  as a w ay of opposi
tion. He aimed at a free so
ciety, at the e th ical e levation 
of m ankind ; and the on ly  na
tiona l grandeur he was in te r
ested in  was a leading ro le in 
the cause o f hum anity. In  his 
dramas, most o f w h ich  are set 
in' fo re ign  countries, he appears 
to w ant his audience to feel as 
strong ly about the heroes, 
struggles and problems of those 
nations as i f  they had been 
the ir own.

S ch ille r is one o f the most 
a ttrac tive  figures among poets 
and w rite rs . He d id  not m erely 
pay lip  service to his ideals. 
From  the day he fled  the realm 
of the Duke o f W urttem berg 
u n til his death from  a long and 
p a in fu l disease, he remained 
true  to h im se lf and to his goal, 
ever exp lo ring  new ideas and 
methods, ever try in g  fo r self- 
im provem ent, w o rk ing  hard and 
fin a lly  leaving behind an ou t
pu t amazing in  its q u a n tity  as 
w e ll as qua lity .

A  generous man, not a single 
dishonorable deed nor trace of 
meanness can be found in his 
life . For many years he knew

poverty  and hardships; and 
even when he got a professor
ship at the U n ive rs ity  o f Jena 
and enjoyed the favo r of Duke 
K a r l August of W eim ar, a 
fr iend  o f Goethe’s, he s t i l l  had 
to live  in  ve ry  modest c ircum 
stances.

Despite his p a in fu l a ilm ent 
and w o rry  over the fu tu re  of 
his w ife  and ch ild ren  when he 
died, he never surrendered to 
despair. He knew  w hat he was 
liv in g  and suffering fo r. A  
m agnificent a rtis t, an in te lle c 
tua l g ian t w ith  a heart of gold 
and tha t pro found ingenuous
ness o f the genius —  F ried rich  
S ch ille r’s persona lity  and w ork  
rem ain an insp ira tion  to those 
who cherish freedom and are 
convinced tha t m ankind  can 
reach h igher levels o f develop
ment.

THE H U N G A R IA N  R EVO LU 
T IO N . by Shane Mage. Pub
lished by Young Socialist, Box 
471, Cooper Station, New York  
3, N.Y. 1959. 36 pages. 25 cents.

Here is an educational pam 
phle t tha t deals w ith  conflic ting 
v iewpoints among rad ica l ten 
dencies about the H ungarian 
Revolution of 1956. This Young 
Socialist pub lica tion  groups sev
eral artic les by Shane Mage 
w ritte n  in 1957 when debate 
about the revo lu tion  was at its 
peak. Mage argues against the 
evaluation of the Hungarian 
events made by the r ig h t w ing  
of the Young Socialist League 
(w hich has since dissolved in to  
the Socialist Party-Social Demo
cratic Federation).

The pam phlet also contains a 
c ritica l review  of H erbert A p 
theke r’s book, The T ru th  A bout 
H ungary. This book upheld the 
c la im  o f the U.S. Com m unist 
P a rty  tha t the H ungarian events 
added up to counter-revo lu tion. 
(In  shorter fo rm , Mage’s re 
v iew  o rig in a lly  appeared in  the 
magazine, Am erican Socialist.)

A n  ed ito ria l statement p rin ted  
in the December 1957 Young 
Socialist and reprin ted  here 
summarizes M a g e ’ s a ttitude  
tow ard  those fo r w hom  the 
“ State - D epartm ent socialists”  
and the S ta lin ized Communist 
P a rty  spoke: “ W hat a cruel, 
cynical joke  of h is to ry  th is  
seems to be! The H ungarian 
revo lu tion  is hailed ly r ic a lly  by 
the ru le rs o f the ‘West’ . . . 
The ‘Free’ w o rld  g lee fu lly  hands 
its poisoned bouquets to the 
freedom fighters of H ungary. 
And at the same tim e, under 
the lig h t o f an a rtif ic ia l moon 
the conquerors o f Budapest 
toast the Russian revo lu tion .”

BACKS W ORKERS COUNCILS

The firs t a rtic le  en titled : “ The 
Y S L R ight W ing and the ‘Crisis 
o f W orld  S ta lin ism ’ ”  was w r i t 
ten during  the figh t between 
the r ig h t and le ft w ings of the 
Y S L in  w hich Mage was a le ft-  
w ing  partic ipan t. The le ft-w in g  
fough t fo r a M arx is t in te rp re 
ta tion  of the H ungarian strug
gle — tha t is fo r  fu l l  support 
to the w orkers councils through

w hich the H ungarian w orkers 
were conducting th e ir  p o lit ica l 
revo lu tion  against S ta lin ism .

Mage shows th a t the r ig h t-  
w ing, though in  favo r of the 
upris ing  d id  no t support the 
aims of the w orking-class revo
lutionaries.

“ In  theory,”  says Mage, " [the 
r ig h t-w in g ) has given up the 
class analysis of democracy; i t  
is fo r democracy in  general, not 
w orkers democracy. The [r ig h t-  
w in g ] then goes on to demon
strate the v a lid ity  o f the L en in 
ist v iew  tha t ‘democracy in  gen
e ra l’ can be no th ing  b u t a mask 
fo r bourgeois democracy. I t  
does th is by supporting ‘the 
general democratic a im ’ o f free 
parliam entary  elections inc lud 
ing a ll parties, and by opposing 
any proposal fo r ‘A l l  Power To 
The W orkers Councils.’ In  the 
actual s itua tion  o f H ungary and 
East Europe th is  could on ly  
have meant the  overw he lm ing 
p ro b a b ility  of the v ic to ry  o f the 
peasant and Catholic restor
ation is t forces.”

In  his c ritic ism  of A p theke r’s 
book, The T ru th  A bou t H u n 
gary, Mage shows up A p theke r 
as an apologist fo r  the Soviet 
bureaucracy’s b ru ta l m ilita ry  
in te rven tion  th a t crushed the 
H ungarian revo lu tion . “ One of 
the most un fortuna te  aspects o f 
A p theke r’s book is th a t its  p re 
occupation w ith  a fic titious 
“ W hite  T e rro r”  prevents us 
from  coming t o grips w ith  the 
real restora tion is t danger . . . 
the un ive rsa lly -he ld  cap ita lis t 
v iew  th a t the H ungarian revo lu 
tion  was aimed at achieving 
“ W estern-sty le democracy.”

T im  W oh lfo rth , e d ito r o f the 
Young Socialist says in  in tro 
ducing th is  pam phlet th a t i t  is 
one of a series. “ We hope tha t 
th is  pam phlet w i l l  fu r th e r popu
la r in terest in  a serious study 
o f the H ungarian events among 
young people of th is  country. 
. . . We welcome the opinions of 
our readers on th is  pam phlet, 
on ideas fo r fu tu re  pamphlets, 
and perhaps m ateria l they them 
selves have w ritte n  o r w ould 
care to w rite  fo r th is  fo rm  of 
pub lica tion .”

—  Flora Carpenter

Socialist Labor League 
Steps Up Its Activities

Vigorous campaigns on tw o fron ts  are being con
ducted in  G reat B r ita in  by the new ly  form ed Socialist 
Labor League. The League is a M arx is t tendency in  the 
British Labor Party that is 
pressing fo r a revo lu tionary  
socialist program  as an a lte rna
tive  to the re fo rm is t policies of 
the pa rty  leadership.

In  London the League is 
carrying on a drive to rally  
labor defense for the Negro 
people of Notting H ill who are 
being subjected to fascist-in
spired mob attacks.

W ith in  the Labor P arty , the 
League is m ob iliz ing  impressive 
backing against efforts of the 
party  bureaucracy to ban its 
supporters from  membership and 
to proscribe its w eekly news
paper, The Newsletter.

A  mass lobby was scheduled 
fo r  June 3 at Transport House 
where the p a rty ’s nationa l ex
ecutive is meeting to press fo r 
a ha lt to the w itch -hun ting  drive 
against the League and to es
tablish freedom of discussion 
fo r a ll v iew poin ts w ith in  the 
party.

Labor P a rty  clubs and trade 
union un its  have adopted reso
lu tions condemning the ban on 
the League and a num ber have 
refused to carry out the P arty  
leadership’s decree to expel 
League supporters. The M ay 30 
issue of the N ewsletter reported 
tha t a num ber of Labor Party  
bodies are sending delegates to 
the mass lobby.

'SO C IA LIST F IG H T ' DEMURS

O ther le ft-w in g  groups in  the

party  have opposed the attem pt 
to suppress the League as a 
th rea t to the democratic righ ts 
of a ll groups. According to the 
Newsletter, one group has ap
parently  not absorbed tha t ele
m entary lesson of po litica l life . 
The paper reports tha t at a 
meeting of the L ive rpoo l Trades 
and Labor Council, a rig h t-w in g  
pa rty  leader was able to block 
passage of a resolution support
ing the League’s democratic 
righ ts by u n iting  w ith  support
ers of Socialist F igh t, a p u b li
cation described by the News
le tte r as “ a m onth ly  w h ich  by 
m isunderstanding is sometimes 
called ‘T ro tsky is t’ .”

Laura K ir to n , a supporter of 
Socialist F ight, stated, “ M in o r
ities should have rights. B u t 
we should not a llow  organiza
tions to have one foo t in  and 
one fool  out of the pa rty .”  A n 
other Socialist F igh t supporter 
moved an amendment to the 
resolution declaring tha t the 
Socialist Labor League can 
“ on ly hamper the developm ent 
of the movement in  the strug
gle fo r socialism.”

The Socialist Labor League 
has announced election of the 
following officers: Gerry Healy, 
general secretary; Brian Behan, 
national chairman; and Peter 
Fryer, editor of the Newsletter 
and managing editor of the 
League's theoretical magazine, 
Labor Review.

Headlines in Other Lands
Africans Protest 
Use of "Boy"

The A frica n  N ational Con
gress o f N orthern  Rhodesia is 
challenging the w hites’ tra d i
tiona l use of the w ord “ boy”  to 
designate a ll A frica n  males re 
gardless o f age. Am ong the 
grievances Congress l e a d e r s  
w i l l  file  against the govern
m ent’s concept of “ racia l p a rt
nersh ip”  when the constitu tion 
al status of the Federation of 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland is re 
viewed next year in  London, is 
the offensive term .

“  ‘Boy,’ ”  says M ilto n  B racker 
in  the M ay 28 New Y ork  
Times, “ is used in  e ithe r d irect 
or ind irec t address, frequen tly  
by w h ite  ch ild ren  addressing or 
re fe rrin g  to men.”

Socialists W in  
Singapore Election

The People’s A ction  P arty, a 
socia list-oriented party , won 43 
out o f 51 seats in  the S inga
pore Legis la tive Assembly. The 
Assembly w i l l  take over local 
ru le  from  the B ritish  under the 
new constitu tion, w h ich  p ro 
vides fo r continued B ritish  con
tro l over S ingapore’s “ defense”  
and fo re ign  affairs. The island 
holds B r ita in ’s biggest m ilita ry  
establishm ent in  Asia.

A bou t a m illio n  people out 
o f the is land colony’s 1.5 m il
lion  live  in  Singapore c ity . The 
popula tion is about 76% C h i
nese. Am ong the measures the 
pa rty  is pledged to introduce 
are com pulsory union recogni
tion, stepped-up low-incom e 
housing projects, and equal pay 
fo r both sexes. The p a rty ’s gen
era l secretary, Lee K uan Yew, 
has stated th a t rem oval o f the 
B ritish  bases —  an objective 
o f the people o f Singapore — 
w ould depend on m erger w ith  
the Federation o f M alaya to 
the north. The in troduc tion  of 
socialism also depends on fu 
sion w ith  the rest o f Malaya.

P A P  soundly trounced the 
anti-C om m unist Singapore Peo
ple’s A lliance  led by the ou t
going C hie f M in is te r L im  Yew 
Hock.

U.S. M ilitary Aid  
Props "Unviable" 
Economies Abroad

W ithou t U.S. m ilita ry  aid 
South Korea, Taiwan, Pakistan 
and South V ie tnam  w ou ld  co l
lapse economically, the Eisen
hower adm in is tra tion  revealed 
to Congress on M ay 31. These 
countries receive “ defense sup
p o rt”  — tha t is, grants osten

s ib ly  designed to help them 
sustain m ilita ry  establishments 
they could not otherw ise afford.

However, says E dw in  L. Dale 
Jr. in  the June 1 N.Y. Times, 
“ In  most cases the need fo r the 
subsidy is unrelated to the size 
o f the na tion ’s defense e ffo rt.” 
In  South Korea, fo r instance, 
“ I f  its  soldiers were released 
to c iv ilia n  life , the na tion ’s ou t
pu t w ou ld  not increase, bu t the 
soldiers w ou ld  s t i l l  have to eat. 
The nation s im p ly  does not 
have the resources or the fo r 
eign exchange to keep its  pop
u la tion  at a level standard of 
liv in g  w ith o u t a id.”

Besides those countries d ra w 
ing “ defense support,”  many 
governm ents receive “ special 
assistance.”  These include Laos 
Cambodia, Jordan, L ibya , M o r
occo, Tunisia, T u rkey  and 
Greece.

I t  should be noted tha t many 
of these “ countries”  are not 
re a lly  na tiona l entities, but 
on ly  truncated parts of nations. 
The U.S. governm ent seeks to 
p revent th e ir m erger w ith  other 
na tiona l parts to fo rm  economic 
un its  capable o f greater eco
nom ic self-re liance. In  addition, 
most o f these countries are run  
by co rrup t and despotic ru lin g  
cliques th a t pocket the lio n ’s 
share o f the U.S. subsidies as 
pay fo r services rendered to 
W ashington in  the cold war.

Thus South V ie tnam  jo ined 
to N orth  V ie tnam  w ou ld  show 
greater economic v ia b ility , but 
the State D epartm ent helped 
French im peria lism  carve up 
V ie tnam  ra the r than p e rm it the 
w o rk in g  people to take over 
the w hole coun try  in  the na
tional-independence revo lu tion  
th at  came to a c lim ax in  1954. 
The U.S. governm ent now fi
nances the u tte r ly  reactionary 
and venal South Vietnamese 
governm ent as a m ilita ry  o u t
post against the People’s Re
pub lic  of China. South Korea 
and Ta iw an are economically 
unviable  fo r s im ila r reasons.

U.S. to Study 
Scientific Progress 
In China

The N ationa l Science Foun
dation in  th is  coun try  plans in  
the coming year to translate 
scientific pub lications from  the 
People’s R epublic o f China. 
Thereby, foundation  offic ia ls 
say they hope tha t the U.S. 
w i l l  not be caught by surprise 
by scientific developments in 
China as occurred in  the case 
o f the Soviet Union.

“ In  a few  years Communist 
China m ay suddenly appear on 
the scene as one o f the powers 
in  the scientific and technical

w o rld ,”  said D r. B u rton  A d k in 
son, head o f the founda tion ’s 
Office o f Scientific  In fo rm a tion . 
China publishes about 450 sci
en tific  periodicals according to 
a foundation survey.

Soviet Government 
Renews Offer to 
Build Aswan Dam

Accord ing  to A l Akhbar, 
Cairo da ily , the Soviet govern
m ent has offered to b u ild  th e 
whole Aswan Dam fo r the 
Egyptians and to do i t  in  six 
years instead o f the projected 
ten.

The Soviet U n ion  has loaned 
the U n ited  A rab  Republic the 
equ iva len t o f about $100 m il
lion  fo r w o rk  on the dam’s 
firs t stage, w hich is scheduled 
to take fo u r years. T o ta l cost 
o f the p ro jec t has been esti
mated at $500 m illio n .

Chiang Delegates 
Ousted from 
Olympic Committee

The In te rna tiona l O lym pic 
Com m ittee has ousted the rep 
resentatives o f Ta iw an from  
mem bership on the 64-nation 
Committee. A t the same tim e 
the door was opened to the 
governm ent o f the People’s Re
pub lic  of China in  Peking to 
“ send representatives o f C hina”  
to re jo in  the Committee. The 
Com m ittee also announced tha t 
the N ationalists could la te r re 
quest admission as representa
tives of Taiwan.

The C hairm an of  the O lym pic 
Committee, A ve ry  Brundage 
said the decision was made “ a l
most unanim ously.”  He exp la in 
ed th a t the N a tiona lis t regime 
on Taiw an “ no longer repre
sents sports in  the en tire  coun
t r y  o f China.”

The U.S. State D epartm ent 
“ censured”  the O lym p ic  Com
m ittee and said the decision 
“ w ould  be to ta lly  inconsistent 
w ith  its  non -po litica l function .”  
The State D epartm ent d idn ’t  
exp la in  w hy its  non -po litica l 
func tion  should cause the Com
m ittee  to say tha t Chiang K a i- 
shek represents the people of 
China any more than i t  should 
say th a t K in g  George I I I  s t i l l  
represents the people o f A m e r
ica.

The New Y o rk  Times M ay 30 
dropped its e d ito ria l decorum 
and described the C om m ittee’s 
move as y ie ld ing  “ to the ra w 
est sort o f b lackm a il”  and as 
“ cow ard ly,”  “ evasive,”  “ shame
fu l,”  “ in te rna tiona l chicanery,”  
“ abhorrent,”  and “ tim orous.”



Trotsky's "History" 
Offered to W ider 
Circle of Readers
Editor:

There seems to be a w ide r 
in te rest la te ly  in  books by Leon 
T ro tsky.

In  a bookstore the other day 
I  saw a paperback condensation 
o f the “ H is to ry  o f the Russian 
R evo lu tion .”  A nd  today I  re 
ceived in  the m a il a c ircu la r 
fro m  the Basic Science book 
c lub tha t includes the fu l l  
three volumes at the bargain 
price of $7.95.

J. T.
New York

Aren't Taxes 
Part of Spiral?
Editor:

A bou t the wage-price spiral. 
The increase in  p a yro ll taxes 

h it  everybody. N ot ju s t those 
tha t have won wage boosts but 
those th a t s t i l l  get the same 
pay and those tha t had to take

low er-paying  jobs a fte r being 
unemployed.

I f  the steel corporations are 
r ig h t about h igher wages being 
the cause o f h igher prices w hy 
don’t  they exp la in  to us the 
slash in  take-home pay from  
higher taxes?

A re n ’t taxes p a rt o f the spi
ra l too?

W hat causes th a t i f  i t ’s not 
to pay fo r preparations fo r an
other war?

Carl Busch 
The Bronx

M eet Encouraging 
Response Among 
Jobless Workers
Editor:

Sales o f the M ilita n t continue 
to be encouraging at unem ploy
m ent offices.

Two of us, fo r example, sold 
34 copies in  f i f ty  m inutes at 
one place.

We got an e x tra , l i f t  when 
one of the w orkers to ld  us he 
had heard about the Socialist

W orkers pa rty  fo r the firs t tim e 
in the last election campaign.

We find tha t the M ilita n t is 
popular fo r the way i t  features 
news of the unemployed and 
the struggle fo r Negro equality.

In  selling the paper i t  makes 
i t  a lo t easier to  meet w hat is 
in  the m inds of people who are 
out of w o rk  and who are faced 
w ith  the add itiona l problem  of 
d iscrim ination.

A lso i t ’s easier to begin w ith  
the theme, “ You cou ldn ’t  nego
tia te  ve ry  w e ll w ith  the boss 
i f  you were s itting  on his side 
o f the table, could you?”  and 
then w o rk  in to  the socialist 
po litics o f the M ilita n t.

By the way, how  are M i l i 
tan t salesmen doing in  other 
parts of the country?

P. S.
Philadelphia

Mouse Trap
Editor:

I  see we’re m aking  rea l tech
nological progress ;— a 54-ton 
rocket to k i l l  fo u r mice.

O. T. Road 
New York

The Rain in Denmark
 By H erm an Chauka

W hile  the Am erican and B ritis h  govern
ments continue to sta ll the negotiations w ith  
the Soviet U nion fo r a nuclear test ban, evidence 
continues to accumulate dem onstra ting the 
te rrib le  price tha t hum an ity  is paying fo r the 
bomb explosions tha t have a lready taken place.

The Danish Governm ent has ordered the 
people of the t in y  is land o f Saltholm , near 
Copenhagen, to stop using ra inw a te r fo r  d r in k 
ing  and cooking. Investiga tion  has revealed 
th a t the ra in fa ll in  D enm ark is too radioactive 
to be safe. Supplies o f filte red  w ate r are now 
being brought to  the island by boat.

R a inw ater does enough damage in  b ring ing  
s tron tium  90 to earth where i t  is absorbed by 
the soil and then enters a ll forms o f anim al and 
p la n t life . B u t actual d rin k in g  of irrad ia ted  
ra inw a te r is obviously even more dangerous 
and i t  was th is  th a t led to the Danish action. 
Scientists say regu lar w ater supplies can be 
filte red  to remove the strontium .

The Danish action came as gloomy news 
fo r  tw o  and a h a lf m illio n  people in  B rita in

who have to depend on ra inw a te r fo r the ir 
supply. The am ount of s tron tium  fa llo u t has 
doubled in  tha t country in  the past year, accord
ing  to an admission by P rim e M in is te r Mac
m illan .

Radiation au thorities say tha t leukem ia, 
w hich is caused by absorption of s tron tium  90 
in  the bones, develops “ between five and ten 
years a fte r irra d ia tio n .”

In  Japan, where U.S. A-bombs were d rop 
ped in  1945, the leukem ia rate remained the 
same u n til 1949. Since then the figure has m u l
tip lie d  to fo u r times the norm al level. A nd th is 
does not include the continu ing  cases o f rad ia 
tion  sicknesses in  the im m ediate area of H iro 
shima and Nagasaki where the bombs were 
dropped.

Here in  America, a spokesman fo r the 
A tom ic Energy Commission, w hich is notorious 
fo r underestim ating the consequence o f fa llou t, 
has warned th a t we can expect 300 cases of 
cancer and leukem ia a year fo r the next 70 
years as a resu lt o f tests already conducted.

WE TOLD TH EM  SO — Predictions can be 
embarrassing to a newspaper, bu t we made one 
last week th a t stood up. In  an ed ito ria l about 
the  A labam a ban on a ch ild ren ’s book about 
the m arriage of a b lack ra b b it to a w h ite  one 
we observed th a t the proscrip tion w ou ld  lead 
to a p ig  sty. A nd  sure enough, a few  days 
la te r a member o f the F lo rida  Legis lature de
manded a ban on “ The Three L it t le  Pigs.”  He 
says in tegra tion is ts  are using the famed c h il
d ren ’s ta le to cu ltiva te  the idea tha t black pigs 
are superior to w h ite  ones on the basis tha t 
on ly  the black p ig  escapes being eaten by the 
w o lf. “ The book fo llow s the same old b ra in 
washing rou tine ,”  he said. “ I t  shows a w h ite  
p ig  and a m u la tto  pig who are destroyed and 
the black p ig survives.”

*  *  *

TA XES  AND THE COST OF L IV IN G  —
Figures published in  the June 1 New Y o rk  
Times show tha t federal, state and local taxes 
have been one of the biggest single factors in  
the steady increase in  the cost o f liv in g . Taxes 
th a t are included in  prices are figured in to  the 
governm ent’s Consumer P rice Index. Since 
1952, increases in sales taxes, gas and transpor
ta tion , u tilitie s , restaurant meals and other 
s im ila r imposts have been responsible fo r a 
2% rise in  the index, more than a f if th  o f the 
to ta l rise fo r the period. Incom e-tax hikes are 
no t included on the theory tha t they m erely cut 
down the am ount you can buy but don’t add 
a n y th ing to prices.

* * *
N A V Y  F IN D S FO UR-LETTER WORDS  

IN A D E Q U A TE —  The A rm y -N a v y -A ir Force 
Journa l reports tha t the U.S. N avy has issued 
instructions on how to re fer to the Soviet 
U nion and the East European countries in  
speeches. Instead of “ Soviet B loc,”  naval men 
are ordered to say “ Soviet colonial empire.”  To 
more c learly  suggest the “ aggressive'’ character 
o f the USSR, “ Com m unist”  and “ Sovie t”  are 
substitu ted fo r the adjective, Russian.

*  *  *

PROSPEROUS TEXA S — The average 
fa m ily  in  Dallas, Texas has a ne t income o f 
$6,259. This is $254 above the na tional figure. 
B u t lik e  the nationa l “ average,”  there are ex
tremes in  Dallas income. Eighteen thousand 
fam ilies have an income of more than $10,000 
w h ile  82,000 of the c ity ’s 214,000 households 
have incomes o f less than $4,000. The Dallas 
M orn ing  News reports tha t 30% of the people 
in  the c ity  liv e  in substandard houses. I t  offers 
th is  description: “ Dallas slums are w ha t are 
called ‘open-air slums,’ in contrast w ith  the ta ll, 
w a lku p  tenements o f N orthern  cities. Some 
. . . are ‘shot-gun houses, narrow  rectangles 
w ith  one room behind another . . . others are 
mere shacks pieced together from  old scraps 
o f lum ber.”  A  c ity  housing o ffic ia l cheerfu lly  
commented tha t “ A  depressed area is not neces
sa rily  a depressed people.”

*  *  *

R EPLAC IN G  SEX A ND  BASEBALL? —
Am erica  may be developing a new  nationa l 
pastime. A  branch o f the New Y o rk  Public 
L ib ra ry  has a complete shelf o f books on the 
H-bom b in  its  sports section.

*  *  *

BISHOP H ITS  C ONTRACEPTIVE BAN —
Addressing the Planned Parenthood Federation 
M ay 26, Bishop Janies A . P ike of the Episcopal 
Church rapped laws banning the sale of con
traceptives as v io la ting  cons titu tiona lly  guaran
teed re lig ious freedom. N oting  the New Jersey 
Supreme C ourt recently  th rew  out such a law  
because of vagueness, he said the court should 
have gone fu r th e r and declared the law  in v io 
la tio n  of the firs t and fourteenth  amendments.

* * *
TH A T F IG H T IN G  W ISCO NSIN  L IB ER A L

— A  new income tax  b il l  was introduced in 
the Senate M ay 28 by W illia m  P roxm ire , the

Wisconsin Democrat who has been p ick ing  up 
p u b lic ity  w ith  critic ism s of r ig h t-w in g  Senate 
m a jo rity  leader Lyndon Johnson. H is b i l l  w ould  
cut the m axim um  income tax rate down to 65% 
from  its  present 91%. The present rate, w hich 
is applied on ly a fte r the firs t $200,000 o f in 
come, was described by P roxm ire  as suffic ient 
to “ discourage incentive, in it ia tiv e  and enter
prise.”

*  *  *

RISE IN  L E U K E M IA  DEATHS REPORT
ED —  The Am erican Cancer Society reported 
M ay 26 tha t deaths fro m  leukem ia, a fo rm  of 
cancer o f the blood, is increasing faster than 
any other k in d  o f cancer except cancer of the 
lung and th a t i t  is s tr ik in g  m any more adults 
than previously. The fa ta lity  rate among adults 
has tr ip le d  since 1930. Published excerpts from  
the report d id  not give any figures on increases 
in leukem ia since the exploding o f nuclear 
bombs began. Radioactive fa llo u t fro m  such 
explosions is one of the causes o f the disease.

* * *
NEW  YORK SCHOOL BOARD IN F O R M 

ER RULE K IL L E D  — The New Y o rk  C ourt of 
Appeals, highest legal tr ib u n a l in  the state, on 
M ay 28 upheld the ex-members of the Com
m un is t P a rty  who refused to name others in  
the school system associated w ith  the party. 
The New Y o rk  C ity  Board of Education had 
fired them fo r refusing to in fo rm . M ayor Wag
ner's adm in istra tion, w hich fough t since 1955 
to enforce its stool-pigeon requirem ent, w il l  
now  have to re instate the teachers.

*  *  *

ACLU TESTS C A L IFO R N IA  N O N -C O M 
M U N IS T  O ATH — The Southern C a lifo rn ia  
Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  Union has filed su it to 
w in  use o f the Los Angeles H igh  School aud i
to rium  w ith o u t s igning an oath tha t i t  is not 
associated w ith  the Com m unist Party. A  hear
ing is scheduled in  C a lifo rn ia  Superior Court 
June 11. The A C LU  case is being handled by 
its  regional counsel, A. L. W irin , who has won 
a num ber of previous suits against oath re 
quirements.

*  *  *

A D M IN IS TR A T IO N  ATTA CK S EQUAL- 
T IM E  RULE — A cting  on orders from  President 
Eisenhower, A tto rney  General W illia m  Rogers 
made public a le tte r May 30 in  w hich he assailed 
the Federal Communications Commission ru lin g  
th a t when a radio or te levision station gives 
free tim e to any candidates fo r pub lic  office it  
m ust give the same tim e to a ll other candidates 
fo r the same office. H is le tte r to a House sub
com m ittee  asserted th a t the ru lin g  poses “ a 
th rea t to news coverage of p o lit ica l events by 
te levision and rad io .”

*  *  *

BETTER TH A N  BEING BANNED IN  
MOSCOW — H arper &  Brothers, pub lisher of 
the childrens book, “ The R abbits’ W edding,”  
reports i t  has been “ deluged”  w ith  orders since 
the book was banned from  Alabam a public l i 
braries because one ra b b it is b lack and the 
other is w hite . “ It 's  the biggest boost fo r a 
book since ‘D r. Zhivago,’ ”  said a company 
spokesman.

*  *  *

NUCLEAR YELLO W  —  O ffic ia ls o f the 
radioactive contro l bureau in  Nuerenbcrg, G er
many, say th a t radioactive ra in  caused the 
leaves of flowers in  the area to change color.

*  *  *

A PR IL  STR IK E FIGURES — W orkers were 
on s tr ike  fo r an estimated to ta l of 2,500,000 man 
days in  A p ril, the highest figure fo r the month 
since 1955. The figure doubled tha t o f the re 
cession m onth of A p r il 1958.

*  *  *

DON'T M ISS IT  — Modern Times, C harlie  
C hap lin ’s classic film  satire on factory l ife  under 
‘free enterprise ’ w i l l  be shown in  cities around 
the country la te th is summer.
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...N.Y.Strike
(Continued from Page I )  

buildings going up at three of 
the struck hospitals. The Build
ing Trades Council declared 
that construction w ill not be 
resumed until the hospital 
workers win recognition.

M atch ing th is demonstration 
of so lida rity , the Amalgamated 
Laund ry  W orkers Jo in t Board 
instructed its  d rive rs  not to 
cross the hospita l p icke t lines 
despite attem pted p u n itive  ac
tion  by linen suppliers who are 
charging the action constitutes 
a contract v io la tion .

Despite the barrage o f a n ti
union propaganda, significant 
com m unity support fo r the 
s tr ike  has developed. A  com
m ittee o f p rom inen t citizens 
has been form ed to aid the 
union under the leadership of 
A. P h ilip  Randolph, president 
of the B rotherhood o f Sleeping 
Car Porters, and Reinhold N e i
buhr of U nion Theological Sem
inary.

The in flu e n tia l Association of 
Reform  Rabbis has called on 
the hospitals to “ recognize [the] 
employes’ du ly  constituted o r
ganization and raise wages 
above the substandard scale 
th a t now  exists.”

The president o f the In te r
national Catholic T ru th  Society, 
Rev. Edw ard Curran, declared 
last week th a t in  the interest 
o f social justice, “ the s tr ike  
should have been settled in 
favor of the strikers long, long 
ago.”

The un ion movem ent has 
taken its  case d ire c tly  to the 
Negro and Puerto Rican com
m unities. Local 1199 president 
Leon J. Davis and other union 
officia ls have addressed street 
corner ra llies  in  both com m un
ities and the response has been 
good. The N AA C P  and m ajor 
Puerto R ican organizations have 
declared th e ir  support to the 
strike.

The heartening pub lic  sup
po rt has helped to deepen the 
in te rven tion  of the c ity ’s union 
leadership. Spokesmen fo r the 
recently  merged A FL-C IO  coun
c il are pa rtic ipa ting  in  negotia
tions on the basis o f the de
mand fo r  union recognition and 
have so fa r brushed aside any 
offer tha t p rovided less.

When the s trike  was a week 
old the Council summoned a 
precedent-breaking m eeting of 
representatives o f its 800 local 
a ffilia tes to map support fo r the 
strike . Top union offic ia ls de
nounced the hospita l adm in is
tra to rs  as union-busters and 
called fo r a h a lt to union con
tr ibu tions  to the various fund 
ra is ing outfits tha t finance the 
hospitals.

They f la t ly  branded the tre a t
m ent o f hospita l w orkers as a 
v ic tim iza tion  of rac ia l m in o r
ities. “ The hospita l bosses are 
trea ting  the Negro worse than 
Gov. Faubus in  Arkansas,” 
charged TW U  president M ich 
ael Q u ill.

In  a telephone message to 
the strikers, George Meany de
clared: “ I  pledge the fu lles t
backing and support. . . . Good 
luck  to you. M arch on to v ic 
to ry .”

On Mother's Day, Irma Colon (left) stepped off the Mt. 
Sinai Hospital picketline to pin a corsage on her mother. On 
May 29 she stepped off the line to defend her sister Paula, 21, 
from a cop. Paula and another striker were charged with a 
felonious assault. The cop claimed they kicked him while he 
was escorting a scab through the line. Irm a was booked for 
disorderly conduct.

And when the meeting end
ed, the 800 union representatives 
marched out in a body to join 
the picketline at nearby Beth 
Israel Hospital. Similar mass 
demonstrations have been con
ducted by IBEW  Local 3, the 
TW U, District 65 and other 
unions.

The strike , now  in its 25th 
day, m igh t w e ll have been 
b roken  by th is tim e i f  i t  were 
not fo r th is  solid backing. L o 
cal 1199 is a re la tive ly  small 
union composed m a in ly  of 
drug clerks and pharmacists. I t  
has had one B rook lyn  hospital 
under contract fo r a num ber of 
years and ea rly  th is  year i t  
k icked off the present hospital 
d rive  by w inn ing  recognition at 
M ontefiore  H ospita l in  the 
Bronx.

From the outset th is small 
force faced a tough un ion-bust
ing com bination. Hospita l ad
m in is tra to rs  who th in k  they 
are liv in g  in the days of the 
open shop vowed they w ould 
never recognize the union. L o 
cal judges, inc lud ing  one who 
is a board member of one of 
the struck hospitals, have hand
ed out an ti-s trike  in junctions 
like  they were sticks o f gum. 
M ayor W agner fo rgo t his cam
paign o ra to ry  about the ina lien 
able righ ts  of Negroes, Puerto 
Ricans and labor unions and 
bent his efforts to d riv in g  the 
s trike rs  back to w o rk  regard
less o f terms. H is cops have 
made d a ily  arrests on the p ic
ke t lines.

B u t the unexpectedly w ide 
support being won by the s tr ik 
ers has slowed the an ti-labo r 
com bination down a b it. The 
hospital spokesmen have been 
compelled to eat th e ir words 
and enter in to  m ediation ses
sions w ith  the union. The in 
junctions and ja i l  sentences 
handed out so free ly  to the 
union and its  leaders have now 
been tem po ra rily  stayed. A fte r 
the strikers  brushed aside a

d isgracefu l “ settlem ent”  propos
ed by Wagner, his, mediation 
comm ittee has proceeded on 
the assumption tha t i t  must 
find some fo rm u la  tha t at least 
sounds like  a concession to the 
union.

M eanw hile the s trike  is he lp
ing to extend un ionization to 
other hospitals. The manage
m ent o f s ix p ro p rie ta ry  p ro fit- 
m aking hospitals have now 
agreed to a union election de
manded by Local 144 of the 
Hotel and A ll ie d  Service Em
ployes Union. A t the same tim e 
nine other non-p ro fit hospitals 
organized by Local 1199 are in 
the process of s tr ike  votes.

The s tr ik in g  hospita l w orkers 
are ge tting  splendid support 
from  the rest of labor. B u t they 
have given more than they re 
ceived. T he ir w o n d e rfu lly  cour
ageous figh t has rek ind led  the 
s p ir it o f u n ity  and so lida rity  
tha t has been too long dorm ant 
in  the New Y o rk  union move
ment. A nd  the role o f the u n 
ions in the s tr ike  has demon
strated to the Negro and Puerto 
Rican peoples tha t labor is a 
pow e rfu l a lly  in  the figh t fo r 
equa lity .

The meaning o f the s trike  
was e ffective ly  stated M ay 13 
by un ion president Leon J. 
Davis. He charged tha t through 
the H osp ita l Association “ an 
unho ly alliance has been es
tablished by people in  high 
places —  in  finance, in  com
merce, in  industry , in  po litics 
— to preserve an area of b ru t
a l exp lo ita tion  of m in o rity  peo
ples.”

On the other hand, he added, 
"What began as a simple effort 
on the part of our rather small 
union to provide some measure 
of security, dignity and im 
proved standards for workers 
in the voluntary hospitals has 
now taken on the aspect of a 
great crusade of cruelly ex
ploited workers for a better 
way of life."

...Beat Faubus Backers
(Continued from Page 1)

have been in tegration ists and 
should have been fired — I 
know  some o f them were — but 
there’s a r ig h t and a w rong way 
to do every th ing .”

Commenting editorially on the 
outcome of the election, the 
Arkansas Gazette, an opponent 
of Faubus, stated, "By extension, 
it can be concluded that a ma
jority of the people w ill stand 
up for the preservation of the 
public schools."

Faubus th rew  his fu l l  po litica l 
w eight in to  the campaign fo r the 
recall o f STOP Board members. 
He took to TV  to convince peo
ple tha t the real issue was not 
the dismissal o f the teachers bu t 
in tegra tion  versus segregation. 
The New Y o rk  Times character
ized his campaign as one waged 
“ by appeals to racial, re lig ious 
and class b igo try  . . .”

STOP  received support from  
the Chamber of Commerce, P ar
ent-Teacher Associations, the 
Arkansas Education Association 
and m any business and c iv ic 
leaders. (Faubus in  a demagogic 
appeal fo r  w orking-class votes 
to m ain ta in  segregation, said 
the STOP movement “ looks like  
the C adillac brigade.” )

When nine Negro ch ild ren  en
tered C entra l H igh School in 
September 1957, Faubus helped 
instigate racist violence in a bid 
to prevent the ir going to school. 
The figh ting  s p ir it  o f the L it t le  
Rock Negro com m unity, led by 
Mrs. Daisy Bates, combined w ith  
outraged national and w orld  
pub lic  opinion forced President 
E isenhower to send Federal 
troops in to  the c ity  to assure 
that the nine w ould go to Cen
tra l H igh School unmolested u n 
t i l  the end of the school year.

In  fa ll 1958, however, Faubus 
regained the upper hand. He 
closed a ll fo u r h igh  schools —

FAUBUS

locking out a ll w h ite  and Negro 
students.

B u t the closing of schools — 
part o f Faubus’ “ massive re 
sistance”  to the Supreme Court 
ru lings o u tlaw ing  school J im  
Crow — turned out to be a 
boomerang. M any w h ite  parents 
are ge tting  sick and tired  of 
having th e ir ch ild ren ’s education 
d isrupted in  order to keep a 
f ew  Negro ch ild ren  out of l i ly -  
w h ite  schools.

Again, “ massive resistance”  
collapsed a few  m onths ago in 
V irg in ia . In  th a t state, Gover
nor A lm ond had locked 13,000 
students out o f various public 
schools in an a ttem pt to prevent 
51 Negro ch ildren from  entering 
w h ite  schools in  three cities. In  
V irg in ia , too, resentment ran 
h igh among w h ite  parents. A l 
mond retreated from  his “ mass
ive resistance”  po licy and per
m itted  the schools to reopen on 
Feb. 2.

(A lm ond ’s re trea t was un 
doubtedly influenced by the Su-

preme C ourt’s Alabam a P up il 
Placement Law  decision in  N o
vember. In  effect th is  decision 
to ld the racists tha t the court 
w ould  accept the merest token 
in tegration as compliance w ith  
its earlie r ru lings.)

Both sides in  the L it t le  Rock 
controversy state tha t the recall 
election outcome is on ly one 
round in  the fight. The teachers 
w il l  be reinstated. B u t the 
schools can’t  be reopened u n til 
the cons titu tiona lity  of the Fau
bus school-closing law  is ru led 
On by a three-judge Federal 
panel, (the panel w i l l  convene 
soon).

In  the double-recall election, 
the L it t le  Rock Negro comm un
ity  turned out in  fu l l  force. “ I t  
is estimated th a t some 4,000 to 
5,000 Negroes cast ballots — all 
o f them against the segregation
ists and fo r the moderates,”  says 
the June 8 U.S. News and W orld 
Report.

Besides wanting fired Negro 
teachers reinstated, the Negro 
people — and all other support
e ls of civil rights — favor re
opening Central High School so 
that they can resume their drive 
for school integration.

However, the struggle to w in  
a s ignificant num ber o f adm is
sions to Central H igh School 
when i t  does reopen may be 
harder than i t  was in  1957. That 
is because o f the understanding 
reported ly reached between the 
Supreme C ourt and “ moderate”  
segregation officia ls in the South 
— such as the anti-Faubus fac
tion  on the school board. That 
understanding, as indicated by 
the school placement ru ling , is 
designed to help Southern o f
ficials preserve the public school 
systems against “ massive resist
ers”  like  Faubus, w h ile  pre
venting fu ll-fledged in tegration 
o f schools fo r a long tim e  to 
come.

today at N AA C P  national head-  
quarters fo r  declaring tha t 
Negroes attacked by Southern 
racists should “ meet violence 
w ith  violence.”  N AA C P  Execu
tive  Secretary Roy W ilk in s  is 
ca lling  fo r the suspension of 
W illiam s as an N AA C P officer. 
W ilk in s ’ charges and W illiam s ’ 
defense were heard by the Com
m ittee on Branches w h ich  w il l  
make a recommendation to the 
June 8 meeting of the organiza
tio n ’s nationa l board.

Though W illiam s had asked 
tha t the hearing be open to 
N AA C P members and to the 
press, the nationa l office decid
ed to hold i t  behind closed 
doors. Nonetheless, reporters, 
cooling th e ir  heels in the cor
ridor, could glean from  the a t
tendance and raised voices tha t 
issues of the greatest im por
tance were being argued. That 
the attendance at a hearing 
from  w hich both audience and 
press were excluded was s ti l l  
large enough to necessitate 
using the N A A C P ’s aud ito rium  
is a reflection of the interest 
th a t the issues in  the W illiam s 
case has aroused among the 
Negro people and in  the 
NAACP.

Twelve of the 13 members of 
the Committee on Branches 
were p r e s e n t .  In  addition. 
NAACP President A rthur B. 
Spingarn exercised his privilege 
to sit on the committee as an 
ex-officio m e m b e r .  Other 
NAACP national leaders who 
were observed entering the 
auditorium included Thurgood 
Marshall, head of the NAACP  
Legal Defense Fund and Mrs. 
Daisy Bates of Little Rock.

K e lley  A lexander, president 
of the N orth  C arolina C onfer
ence of N AAC P branches, who 
in  the past has pub lic ly  attacked 
W illiam s, attended the hearing 
and, i t  is presumed, appeared 
as a prosecution witness against 
h im . O ther witnesses included 
M r . W illiam s h im se lf and sev
eral women fro m  his area of 
N orth  Carolina who had suffer
ed violence at the hands of 
w h ite  supremacists.

PHONE CONVERSATION

Though reporters were kept 
out of the hearing, they were 
given a lengthy press release 
by the N AAC P nationa l office, 
o u tlin in g  the case against the 
U nion County N AA C P  leader. 
Included in the release was a 
transcrip t of the phone con
versation between W ilk in s  and 
W illiam s the day fo llo w in g  the 
N orth  Carolina leader’s in it ia l 
statements on Negroes using 
force to defend themselves. This 
phone conversation, recorded 
w ith o u t W illiam s ’ knowledge 
and never before made public, 
reveals tha t W illiam s not only 
stated tha t he w ou ld  no t re 
trea t from  his advocacy of arm 
ed self-defense b u t sharply 
critic ized the N AAC P leader
ship fo r not tak ing  enough in 
terest “ in  the masses of Ne
groes.”

Today’s hearing began at 3 
P.M. and lasted u n til 7 P.M. No 
decision was announced by the 
Com m ittee on Branches though 
i t  m et b rie fly  a fte r the hearing 
was concluded. Consequently it  
w il l  have to reach a decision 
w ith in  the next few  days i f  its 
chairman, Judge H ubert T. De
lany, is to  present a recommen
dation to the national board 
meeting June 8.

Though the N AA C P leader
ship may o rig in a lly  have thought 
tha t the W illiam s case could 
be easily disposed of, events 
are p r o v i n g  the contrary. 
W ilk in s ’ firs t reaction — to sus
pend W illiam s by te legram  —

ROBERT W IL L IA M S

proved to be contrary to  the  
N AAC P constitu tion  and b y 
laws. Though some newspapers 
s ti l l  re fe r to W illiam s as “ the 
suspended N AAC P leader,”  he 
is no t ye t suspended and w il l  
not be unless and u n til the 
national board rules against 
h im . Moreover, the action of 
the U nion C ounty branch in  
n o tify in g  the N A A C P  nationa l 
office tha t i t  backs up its presi
dent, indicates tha t i f  he is sus
pended he w ou ld  be reelected 
in the new branch election 
w h ich  w ou ld  have to taka 
place w ith in  30 days.

F in a lly , the N AAC P nationa l 
convention is due to meet in  
New Y o rk  J u ly  13. Though 
N AA C P conventions resemble 
most big union conventions to 
day in  tha t everyth ing  is run  
from  the top and i t  is extrem e
ly  hard fo r anyth ing  to orig inate  
from  the floor, th is  is an issue 
on w hich the delegates m igh t 
stage a revo lt. A lready br anches 
in  such w ide ly  separated areas 
as Astoria , N.Y. and F lin t, 
M ichigan, are know n to have 
sent resolutions to the nationa l 
office opposing W illia m s ’ sus
pension. Though the quan tity  
o f le tters in  the same vein re 
ceived by N AAC P  headquarters 
is not d ivulged, i t  is rum ored 
to be heavier than ever before 
on any in te rna l m atter.

Moreover, the Negro news
papers, w h ich  keep a close feel 
of  the com m unity pulse, con
tinue to feature discussion on 
the W illiam s case. For weeks 
now self-defense has been the 
subject, more than any other, 
predom inating in le tte rs-to -the- 
ed ito r columns of the p rinc ipa l 
Negro newspapers.

In  like fashion the issue con
tinues to claim a great deal of 
news, editorial and columnist 
space. The Chicago Defender, 
(May 30), for example, reports 
Rep. Charles C. Diggs (D-Mich.) 
telling an audience of 5,000 in 
Memphis "that many Negroes 
share the feelings" of Williams. 
The Negro Congressman fu r
ther warned that, if federal in 
action and Congressional stall
ing long continued, "organiza
tions and individuals who preach 
meekness and non-violence and 
court action w ill find it difficult 
to contain the racial fire which 
smoulders in the bosom of so 
many American Negroes."

The B a ltim ore  A fro -A m erican  
(June 6) begins a story on the 
W illiam s case th is  w ay: "  'The 
N AAC P is the best organization 
we have. You should stay in  i t  
as I  am try in g  to do and strive  
to make i t  be tter.’ Robert F. 
W illiam s, president of the U nion 
C ounty N AAC P  branch, made 
th is statement to members a ll 
over the country threatening to 
q u it the organization because 
of his suspension.”
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NAACP Unit
Tries Williams 
On 'Self-Defense’

B y John Thayer
NEW  Y O R K, June 3 — Robert F. W illiam s, president 

of a N o rth  Carolina branch of the N ationa l Association 
fo r the Advancem ent o f Colored People, was tr ie d  here


