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Steel Workers 
Reject Offer" 
To Gut Union

By W illiam  Bundy
Top offic ia ls of the U n ited  S teelworkers of Am erica 

said “ N o”  to a corporation proposal fo r contract changes 
weakening the union inside the plants. The proposal, made 
by a negotiating team acting fo r
the 12 m a jo r steel companies in 
the curren t New Y ork  bargain
ing sessions, im p lie d  a wage in 
crease in  re tu rn  fo r sweeping 
changes in  w o rk ing  rules and 
other past practices w hich w ould 
“ enable management to make 
operating im provem ents in  the 
in terest of greater efficiency and 
economy.”

Steelworkers union President 
D avid  J. M cDonald said such 
changes w ou ld  “ r ip  the heart 
and sinews”  out of the union. 
The proposals w ou ld  e lim inate 
much of the in -p la n t union con
tro l over w o rk  schedules,- sen
io r ity , speed-up, etc. They w ould  
give the management more pow 
er to contro l w o rk  stoppages 
and establish incentive systems.

The current contract, covering 
500,000 members o f the steel 
union, expires June 30. P rio r to 
the latest proposal, the steel 
bosses had insisted on a one- 
year freezing o f wages and 
fr inge  benefits and the e lim ina 
tion  of “ cost of liv in g  increases." 
Using slogans like  “ As steel goes, 
sc goes in fla tion ,”  the steel com
panies are engaged in  a heavy 
propaganda campaign to put 
over the big lie  th a t wage in 
creases cause in fla tion. The

David J. McDonald, presi
dent of the United Steel W ork
ers of America.

union has rep lied tha t its de
mands are based on the indus
t r y ’s “ a b ility  to pay”  w ith o u t in 
creasing prices or even reducing 
profits below those p reva iling  in  
other fields o f investment.

Union negotiators are operat
ing w ith  “ ten basic objectives” 
adopted by the S teelworkers 
Wage P o licy Committee. These 
are not spelled out in  deta il, and 
are to be achieved “ to the ex 
ten t [tha t they are] contractua lly 
appropriate.”  They include h igh 
er wages, cost o f l iv in g  ad just
ments, shorter hours of w ork, 
week-end prem ium  pay and sup
plem entary unem ploym ent ben
efit improvements.

Since unemployment remains 
substantial in the steel industry 
(despite the fact that plants are 
currently operating at 92% of 
rated 1959 capacity), the shorter 
work week should be the key 
demand.

In  addition to its propaganda 
barrage against the un ion ’s de
mands, the steel management 
has opened an economic offen
sive against the workers. The 
companies are s tockp iling  in 
ventories and m aking other 
preparations fo r a strike . (U nited 
A u to  W orkers President W alter 
Reuther complained June 16 
tha t the steel indus try  is spear
heading a “ class struggle . . . 
precisely as K a r l M arx w rote 
tha t i t  w ould  be waged.”  “ I f  the 
labor movem ent begins to re 
spond in  k ind ,”  he said„ “ we w il l  
prove together tha t K a r l M arx  
was r ig h t.” )

Inside the steel plants, in 
creased speed-up and d isc ip lin 
ary actions are being imposed 
on the workers. Chicago Steel
w orkers o ffic ia l George B ric k h il l 
stated recently tha t the corpora
tions are handing out d isc ip lin 
ary notices “ like  con fe tti.”  
"W h ile  i t  is true ,”  he. added, 
" th a t ou r agreement provides 
. . . the r ig h t o f appeal and to 
process a grievance, the per
centage of w in n in g  grievances 
is indeed low .”

Socialists Go Over Top 
In $16,000 Fund Drive

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director
A  success! That was how the Socialist W orkers cam

paign fo r a $16,000 P arty  B u ild in g  Fund ended. The fina l 
figure  on the June 15 deadline was $16,456. That- made 
102% o f the goal. To do i t >
supporters and friends of the 
pa rty  rounded up an impressive 
$3,521 in the fina l week.

F ive  branches succeeded in 
doing even bette r than they had 
pledged — Connecticut, Denver, 
Bay Area, San Diego and Seat
tle . A nd a ll the rest o f the 
branches fu lfille d  the ir pledges 
as you can see by runn ing  down 
the scoreboard on page two.

I t  was an im portan t achieve
m ent in  w h ich  every socialist 
who partic ipated can take r ig h t
fu l pride, fo r in  some areas un 
em ploym ent was a d iff ic u lt 
problem  not to  speak of the 
burdensome in fla tion  tha t affects 
everyone who has to support a 
fam ily .

Elation over the accomplish
ment was expressed in almost 
all the letters that accompanied 
the final contributions.

“ H a lle lu jah ! Here i t  is !” 
w rote  Ray F o lle tt fo r  Chicago. 
“ This is the fina l paym ent on 
ou r $1,000 fund  quota. We’re 
as glad to see i t  as you are to 
receive it . ”  '

“ Three cheers —  we made 
i t ! ”  said S ally Conti. “ N ow  the 
Boston comrades can re lax .” 
K now ing  the exceptional d if 
ficu lties the Boston contingent 
faced, we understand the vo l
umes those b rie f words express.

“ We made i t ! "  said L. M orris  
fo r Ph ilade lph ia , another branch 
tha t had to overcome unusual 
problems to meet its pledge. 
“ H ow  d id  we do it? I th in k  the 
on ly explanation is the dedica
tion to socialism o f our com
rades and friends.”

Tha t’s exactly r ig h t  When 
you understand w hat socialism 
means fo r  the fu tu re  in  peace, 
abundance and universal good 
w il l,  you feel i t ’s a p riv ilege to 
make a sacrifice to speed i t  up.

“ Here i t  is! And r ig h t on 
time. This check fo r $296.50 
brings our to ta l to  $1,700-and 
100%.”  This is Fannie C. speak
ing fo r the T w in  C ities com
rades, who once again demon
strated th e ir a b ility  to set 
themselves a goal like  th is  and 
push through to v ic to ry .

Fannie gave a big vote of 
thanks to the friends in the 
area who contributed. Without 
their help it. couldn't have been 
done, she says.

A  s im ila r report fo r Los 
Angeles came from  Evelyn 
Reed. “ There was one extrem e
ly  encouraging aspect — the 
large percentage o f the quota 
tha t came from  friends. They 
made the difference.”

She added tha t the Los A n 
geles comrades were certa in ly  

(Continued on Page 2)

Demand Florida Extend 
Mercy to Five Negroes
‘No Sunshine’ in Debate 
Over Spending for War

By Alex H arte
“ I t  is ra in ing  in  W ashington th is  noon, and I  under

stand tha t there is no sunshine in  Geneva; so probably 
th is  is as good a tim e as any to begin consideration o f the 
Defense D epartm ent appropria -
tion  b il l  fo r th is session of Con
gress.”

W ith  th is gloom y reference to 
the weather, both meteorological 
and d ip lom atic, Rep. Mahon (D- 
Texas) began his report on the 
astronomical expenditures which 
the Republicans and Democrats 
propose fo r w ar preparations 
du ring  the fiscal year beg inn ing  
June 30.

Mahon’s report and the discus
sion o f i t  in  the House June 2 
should be made required read
ing fo r those who th in k  tha t the 
po litica l representatives o f big 
business can be reasoned in to  
abandoning th e ir d rive  tow ard 
nuclear war.

Challenge Ban 
On Travel to 
Mainland China

Scoff and Helen Nearing, 
whose passports were cancelled 
May 29, have announced their 
intention to apply for new ones. 
The U.S. Passport Office revok
ed their documents last A pril on 
charges that they had traveled 
to the People's Republic of 
China in violation of a State 
Department ban, which places 
that country "out of bounds" 
for American citizens.

A fte r  the Nearings returned 
to th is country, they published 
a book, “ B rave New W orld .” 
One pa rt of i t  is devoted to 
C hina’s revo lu tiona ry  develop
ments. Long-tim e independent 
socialists, the Nearings have 
trave led across the w orld  sev
eral times and w ritte n  and lec
tured on th e ir experiences.

In  a recent statement on the ir 
case, the Nearings cite a May 
20 ed ito ria l of the New Y ork  
Times w h ich  declared that the 
State D epartm ent’s trave l ban 
violates “ the p rinc ip le  tha t the 
Am erican people have the r ig h t 
to be in form ed through firs t
hand observation by Am erican 
citizens o f w ha t is going on all 
over the w orld , inc lud ing  such 
an im portan t area as Com m un
ist China.”

Last week a C ircu it C ourt of 
Appeals upheld the State De
partm ent’s revocation of the 
passport o f newsman W illia m  
W orthy, Jr., who had also de
fied the ban on trave l to  China. 
W orthy is appealing to the Su
preme Court.

W hat l it t le  first-hand in fo r
m ation tr ick les  in to  th is coun
tr y  about events in China comes 
from  B ritish , Canadian, French 
and Ind ian  journa lis ts  whose 
governments do not prevent 
them from  trave ling  there.

W hile  the State D epartm ent 
representatives at Geneva car
ried out the ir assignment of 
seeking to th rust the onus of the 
continued cold w ar on the Soviet 
Union, the congressmen in 
Washington coolly discussed re l
a tive m ilita ry  strengths, “ lim ite d  
w ars”  vs. “ to ta l w a r,”  the ad
vantages of m a in ta in ing  the 
present m ilita ry  “ offensive”  and 
w hat specific areas o f the A m e ri
can m ilita ry  machine require  
“ m odernization,”  and “ accelera
tion .”

These b ipartisan po litic ians of 
the w o rld ’s most form idab le  im 
peria lis t power paid l it t le  atten
tion  to m aking a palatable public 
record. They discussed the “ cold 
rea lities”  of a w ar w ith  the So
v ie t U nion invo lv ing  nuclear 
weapons, in te rcon tinen ta l m is
siles, m iss ile -firing  submarines 
and manned bombers. They cas
ua lly  added i t  up in  appropria
tions beyond o rd inary  concep
tion, counting items runn ing  in 
hundreds of m illions  o f dollars 
as no more than sm all change.

Mahon reported the to ta l rec
ommended budget as $38,848,- 
33^000. This does no t include 
$1,563,200,000 fo r “ m ilita ry  con
s truction ”  covered in a d iffe ren t 
b ill.

Rep. Oslertag (R-N.Y.) sought 
to impress his colleagues with  
how "staggering" the $38 billion 
proposal is in the following 
words: ". . . if you spent SI m il
lion a day, it would take 110 
years to spend that amount."

A  more s tr ik in g  comparison, 
perhaps, is w ith  the public debt 
run up in  W orld  W ar I. When 
W oodrow W ilson took office in 
191)6 the figure was $1,225,000,- 
000; by 1919 i t  had reached 
$25,482,000,000, a figure so 
breath-tak ing  th a t some econo
mists thought i t  pointed tow ard 
national bankruptcy.

The contem pt displayed by 
these cap ita lis t power po litic ians 
fo r the shadow-boxing at Ge
neva can be gathered from  such 
typ ica l comments as the fo llo w 
ing by Rep. Sikes (D -F la .):

“ A c tua lly , th is free w o rld  of 
w hich we speak so g lib ly  is a 
large oceanic confederation, tied 
together through life  lines m a in 
tained on the oceans of the 
w orld . The raw  m ateria ls w hich 
keep the in dus tria l heart o f th is 
N ation runn ing  move to a large 
extent over our sea lines o f com
m unication. I f  th is  country and 
the free w orld  are to surv ive  we 
must m a in ta in  supremacy of the 
seas. I t  is the p rim a ry  mission 
of our N avy to contro l -these 
seas.”

Sikes was pleased w ith  the 
projected expenditures, because, 

(Continued on Page 2)

When W ill T h e ir  G r ie f  End?

Bereaved friends of Mississippi lynch victim Charles 
Mack Parker at his funeral May 5. The FBI investigated for 
weeks and compiled a list of the killers who dragged Parker 
from a prison cell. But they "mercifully" turned the names 
of the lynchers over to racist Governor Coleman who said 
he wouldn't be able to do anything about it until next 
November.

Cubans Hit Wall Street 
Where It Hurts Most

By Lillian Kiezel
The new Cuban A gra rian  Reform  Law  h its Am erican 

financiers where i t  hurts  most—in the bank account. And 
i t  looks as though U nited  F ru it  and Cuban-American 
Sugar companies w il l  have th e ir*
sugar plantations seized despite 
a ll the pressure that W all 
S treet and the State D epart
ment can muster.

The law prohibits foreigners 
from buying or inheriting land 
in Cuba and limits landholdings 
to 1,000 acres except for sugar 
plantations and cattle ranches 
which may be as large as 3,333 
acres.

The State Departm ent, not to 
speak of the U nited F r u i t1 and 
Cuban-Am erican Sugar compan
ies, anxiously question the “ ade
quacy of the provision fo r.co m 
pensation”  fo r lands the Cuban 
governm ent intends to expro
priate. This was expressed in a 
note delivered by U.S. Am bas 
sador P h ilip  W. Bonsai last 
week. The note pointed to 
Cuba’s 1940 constitu tion w hich 
p r o v i d e s  tha t expropriated 
p roperty  must’ be compensated 
by “ p rio r paym ent o f the p rop
er indem nification in  cash.”

There’s the rub. “ Compensa
tion  is to based,”  reports the 
N.Y. T im es,' “ on va luation fo r 
tax purposes, a level fa r below 
actual m arket value in  most 
cases.”  I t  seems tha t Batista 
and Co. had been very  accom

modating to the U.S. sugar mag
nates and had evaluated the ir 
land so tha t taxes w ould be as 
low  as possible. Now Castro 
proposes to use these tax eva lu
ations against them.

Furtherm ore the Cuban gov
ernm ent offers paym ent fo r ex
propria tion  in the fo rm  of gov
ernm ent bonds payable in  20 
years at 4%% interest. In  its 
answer to the State D epart
m ent’s note on June 15, the 
Castro governm ent stood firm  
on the conditions fo r  land 
expropria tion  set down in the 
law. The M in is try  of State said 
that the m illions  of dollars 
stolen by the Batista regime 
plus the unfavorable balance of 
payments between the U.S. and 
Cuba were the m ain reasons 
why Cuba is unable to pay cash.

“ I f  i t  were possible to recover 
the funds w ithd raw n  from  the 
pub lic  treasury and deposited in 
foreign banks,”  said the Cuban 
note, “ the breaking up o f the 
big estates and the agrarian re 
fo rm  could be carried out in  
more benign conditions fo r 
those affected.”

M eanwhile, the law  brought 
(Continued on Page 2)

Seek Equal Treatment 
To that Given Whites 
In Tallahassee Case

By George Lavan
Does “ m ercy”  in  the language of F lo rida  courts mean. 

“ fo r w h ites o n ly ” ? F lo rida  Negroes have pu t th is question 
squarely before state au thorities  by demanding th a t the, 
lives of five Negroes be spared
as were the lives o f the fou r 
w h ite  rapists o f the Negro co-ed 
in  the recent Tallahassee tr ia l.

In  the in te rna tiona l spotlight 
and under pressure o f mass dem
onstrations by Negroes in  th a t 
c ity, F lo rida  o ffic ia ls claimed 
tha t the tr ia l o f the w h ite  rapists 
was devoid o f race pre jud ice  or 
favoritism . Nonetheless an a ll- 
w h ite  ju ry  recommended mercy. 
Though offic ia ls and ju ro rs  Claim 
tha t th is recom mendation had 
noth ing to do w ith  the colors of 
the, rapists and th e ir v ic tim , N e
groes r ig h tly  declare tha t i t  is 
but another m anifestation of the 
white-suprem acy double stan
dard w hich reserves the death 
pena lty  in  rape cases fo r N e
groes only. Had the men been 
Negro and the v ic tim  w hite , T a l
lahassee Negroes assert, they 
w ould  no t have been shown 
mercy.

Th irty-seven Negroes, accused 
o f rap ing w h ite  women, have 
been p u t to death in  F lo rida  
since 1925. B u t no- w h ite  man in  
F lo rida  h as ever been g iven the 
death penalty fo r the same crime 
against a Negro woman.

The Florida Pardon Board 
headed by the highly-touted 
"moderate" governor, L e r o y  
Collins, is now on the spot in 
regard to the racial quality of 
Florida mercy. Four Negroes —  
Ralph Williams, Samuel Odom, 
W illiam  City and John Paul, 
aged respectively 17, 18, 21 and 
22 at the times of the crimes of 
which they are accused —  now 
sit in the death house at Rai- 
ford State Prison. In  addition, a 
16-year old Negro boy, James 
Clark, was convicted by a lily- 
white jury just a few weeks ago 
of raping a white woman. 
Though he has not yet been sen
tenced, the jury failed to recom
mend mercy thus making the 
death sentence mandatory.

POSSIBLE FRAME-UPS

None o f these alleged crimes 
was connected — u n like  the 
Tallahassee case w h ich  was a 
mass rape of one Negro g ir l. 
A ga in  u n like  the Tallahassee 
case, the evidence indicates a 
like lihood  tha t several o f the 
five Negro defendants were 
fram ed up.'

The Tallahassee ju ry  e xp la in 
ed its m ercy recommendation as 
m otivated by “ lack o f vio lence”  
in  the crim e, tha t is, the men 
had not beaten' or otherw ise in 
ju red  the v ic tim . This, despite 
the fac t tha t the Negro co-ed 
was raped at the po in t of kn ife  
and shotgun, s truck in  the face,

FCC Reaffirms 
Equal-Time Rule

JU N E 16 — The Federal 
Communications Commission 
refused today to reverse its 
ru lin g  tha t equal radio and 
T V  tim e fo r candidates fo r 
p o lit ica l office applies to 
news programs as w e ll as 
other broadcasts.

The FCC stand was based 
on a February ru lin g  which, 
held tha t an opponent o f in 
cumbent M ayor D a ly  was en - 
title d  to equal tim e  a fte r D a ly 
was shown on news programs 
m aking an appeal fo r the 
March of Dimes, greeting v is 
itin g  d ign itaries and fil in g  his 
nom inating petition .

The FCC stand has been as
sailed by President Eisen
hower as “ rid icu lous”  and the 
Justice Departm ent, w h i c h  
no rm a lly  u p h o l d s  federal 
agencies in  court, said i t  
w ould  oppose the FCC i f  its  
ru lin g  were contested.

bound and gagged. B u t in  the 
cases o f the doomed Negroes, 
though the state alleged threats 
w ith  weapons, there was ho 
more and perhaps less violence 
done to the v ic tim s than to the 
Tallahassee co-ed.

Moreover, Tallahassee Negroes 
believe tha t the prosecution m ay 
have covered up fo r the  w h ite  
defendants. Unexpla ined was a 
considerable am ount o f iro n  in  
the k idnap car. M any believe 
tha t the w h ite  foursome, w h ich  
had gone out expressly “ to get 
a Negro g ir l,”  as court testim ony 
proved, had brought the scrap 
m etal along to w e igh t down the 
v ic tim  before th ro w in g  her in to  
the lake, and th a t m urder had 
been n a rro w ly  averted.

Negro leaders' refuse to ex
press satisfaction over the out
come of the trial. As yet no sen
tences have been given. The pre
siding judge has considerable 
leeway in this since the jury  
recommended mercy. He can 
give the prisoners anything from  
suspended sentences to life.

Rev. C. K . Steele, leader o f 
the In te r-C iv ic  League w h ich  
staged the famous Tallahassee 
bus boycott several years ago, 
regards the conviction o f the 
w h ite  a t t a c k e r s  as a gain. 
"Thousands o f Negro women 
and g irls  in  the South are raped 
by w h ite  m et) and th e ir  cases 
never even get to court,”  he ex* 
plained. “ To have arrests and 

(Continued on Page 4)

Networks Rule No Payoff on $ 6 4 ,0 0 0  Answer
By Paul Abbott

A  year ago most of the owners 
of America's 48 million tele
vision sets tuned in a quiz show 
at least once a week. Thus the 
odds are high that you were 
among the addicts of "The 
$64,000 Question," or "The $64,- 
000 Challenge," or one of the 
other dramatizations of money 
being shoveled out free.

How do you feci about the T V  
quiz shows now? Do you w ish 
they were back on the air? Do 
you miss tha t evening o f th r ills , 
ch ills, suspense and dream ing 
tha t you too m ight w a lk  off w ith  
a fortune?

A fte r studying  the inside 
story o f these trium phs o f the 
advertis ing w o rld  fo r nine 
months, a New Y o rk  grand ju ry  
said w hat i t  thought about the 
T V  quiz shows in 12,000 sizzling 
words w h ich  i t  handed up to 
General Sessions Judge M itch e ll 
D. Schweitzer fo r release to the 
public.

Judge Schweitzer, however, 
took a curious step, one that 
could have been anticipated by 
few outside of the ex trao rd ina r
ily  knowledgeable partic ipants 
in  a $64,000 quiz show. On June 
11 he sealed up and impounded 
the presentment.

Louis M . Hacker, foreman of 
the grand ju ry  and fo rm er dean 
of the School o f General Studies 
a t Columbia U n ive rs ity , can be 
rated among those few  able to 
w in  a top prize by correctly  fo re 
casting w hat the judge w ou ld  do.

Hacker had noticed the judge ’s 
reluctance to extend the life  of 
the grand ju ry  as i t  uncovered 
more and more of tha t pay d irt. 
The judge had even tr ied  to per
suade him , he to ld  the press, tha t 
i t  w ou ld  be “ ille g a l”  to  hand up 
a presentment ind ica ting  fraud.

Hacker denounced the judge. 
“ There may be questions of law  
that are moot- in th is  contro
versy. B u t w hat is not moot is 
tha t there has been m oral 
w rongdoing.”

Assistant District Attorney Jo
seph Stone, who assembled some 
Of the evidence for the grand 
jury, was even more emphatic. 
The presentment, he said, "up
rooted a tawdry hoax which was 
perpetrated on the American 
people."

However, the judge was w e ll 
armed w ith  arguments. I t  seems 
tha t the T V  monopolists had 
asked th e ir own quiz experts 
w hat the grand ju ry  m igh t tu rn  
up, and the answers induced 
such suspense tha t they decided 
they had better begin brushing 
up in  the fie ld of law.

Two months ago T V  corpora
tion  attorneys filed a b rie f w ith  
the judge challenging the pre
sentment. One of them, in true 
T V  quiz-show style, claimed tha t 
he had “ no idea”  w ha t was in  
the grand ju ry  document.

The judge quoted a ru lin g  in 
a previous case:

“ A  presentment is a fou l blow. 
I t  w ins the im portance o f a ju 
d ic ia l document, ye t i t  lacks its  
p rinc ipa l a ttribu tes —  the r ig h t

to answer and appeal. I t  accuses, 
bu t furnishes no forum  fo r a de
nial. No one knows upon w hat 
evidence the findings are based.”

“ A n  ind ictm ent m ay be cha l
lenged — even defeated. The 
presentment is immune. I t  is 
like  the h it-and -run  m otorist. 
Before application can be made 
to suppress it, i t  is the subject 
of pub lic gossip. The damage is 
done. The in ju ry  i t  may un jus tly  
in flic t may never be healed.”

That sounds lik e  an accurate 
description o f the- w ay w itch - 
hunters accuse p o lit ica l oppon
ents o f the Democrats ’and Re
publicans before T V  cameras.

And while a capitalist judge 
may approve such ways of treat- 
ing working-class victims, he 
can hardly favor its use in the 
case of rich and powerful cor
porations even if they are guilty.

Isn ’t  tha t the w ay i t  usually 
goes when capita lists are caught 
w ith  the goods?. The judge 
stands like  a Moses fo r justice, 
fa ir  p lay and equa lity  before the 
law.

W hile  the pub lic  is deciding 
w hat i t  w ants —  those entranc
ing T V  quiz shows back on the 
a ir, or fu l l  exposure o f the fra u d 
u lent practices —  i t  m ig h t w e ll 
take in to  consideration another 
move o f the T V  netw orks. This 
is the ir concerted e ffo rt to  break 
down the law  now requ iring  
them to give equal tim e to op
posing p o lit ica l candidates.

On May 19, H. V. Ka ltenborn, 
T V  and radio news analyst, ad
vocated th a t the Wisconsin 
Broadcasters Association, whom 
he was addressing, should defy 
a Federal Communications Com
mission regulation.

Kaltenborn called a February 
ruling of the FCC on giving 
equal time in newscasts to op
posing political candidates "fool- 
ish." He advised broadcasters to 
ignore the ruling and "take it to 
court if the FCC tries to en
force it."

A  few  weeks earlie r, Eisen
hower, w ho had termed the r u l
ing “ rid icu lous,”  approved an 
e ffo rt by U.S. A tto rn e y  General

Rogers to get a reversal. On 
M ay 7 Rogers filed a m em oran
dum p u ttin g  the heat on the 
FCC.

The T V  netw orks have sought 
fo r years to get around the re 
qu irem ent w h ich  enables th ird - 
party  candidates to press fo r  a 
share of free tim e  w ith  the Re>- 
publicans and Democrats.

They are now stepping up the 
pressure against the regu la tion  
in hope of knocking i t  ou t be
fore the 1960 presidentia l elec
tions.

The fresh im portance o f th is  
is obvious, fo r w ha t i f  an inde 
pendent candidate should re 
m ind T V  audiences o f those quiz 
frauds? He m ig h t even ask fo r  
audience pa rtic ipa tion  in  de
manding tha t the- seals be b ro k 
en on those grand ju ry  findings.

That kind of audience partici
pation the TV  networks would 
not appreciate. If  there are any 
answers they don't want the 
public to know, it's the ones 
really belonging to those $64,000 
questions.
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M A R Y  JANE by Dorothy Sterling. New  
York: Doubleday, 1959. 214 pages. 
$2.75.
“ H i, says the b lackb ird  to the crow. 
W hat makes the w h ite  fo lks  hate 

us so?”
M ary  Jane and her g randfa ther sing 

th a t song in  the new book by D oro thy 
S te rling  fo r juveniles. The question is 
asked throughout the book. U n fo rtuna te ly  
i t  is never answered. A l l  th rough  M ary  
Jane’s days as a Negro student at the 
n ew ly  in tegrated ju n io r  h igh  school in  
the  South —  through the sp ittin g  and 
shoving and insu lts  — the reader is g iven 
the fee ling  th a t somehow pre jud ice  ju s t 
got there unplanned, w ith o u t m alice or 
fo rethought.

This is one of the th ings tha t keeps 
M a ry  Jane from  being a near-perfect 
book. B u t i t  is a ve ry  fine book, ju s t the 
same, fo r D oro thy S te rling  has taken her 
novel r ig h t from  the  newspaper headlines.

She has translated the story of in te 
g ra tion  in to  a tender and exc iting  piece 
of ju ve n ile  fic tion. H er heroine M ary  Jane 
is a ve ry  rea l and im perfect l i t t le  g ir l. 
She is frigh tened by the hissing and 
shouting mobs tha t w a it fo r her outside 
the school each day, b u t she doesn’t  te ll 
her parents because she enjoys the fla tte ry  
o f being considered “ brave.”

The book takes us a ll th rough M a ry  
Jane’s firs t year at W ilson Jun io r H igh. 
D u rin g  the early  days M ary  Jane and 
another Negro student Fred Jackson, figh t 
back against racism. The most pre judiced 
ch ild ren  chant:

Two, four, six, eight.
We ain't gonna integrate.
A nd Fred teaches M a ry  Jane to chant 

back w ith  h im :
Eight, six, four, two.
Ten to one we bet you do.
B ut to be constantly ignored or m is

treated; to have the red-headed boy shoot 
a p is to l fu l l  o f w ater at her and te ll her 
th a t i t ’s acid; to cope w ith  D arline  who 
s tirs  up troub le  under the guidance of her 
m other and of the “ M other’s League” ; to 
lis ten to the Social Studies teacher, Miss 
Collins, ta lk  condescendingly about “ Y our 
People” ; to eat alone and study alone — 
a l l  these have th e ir effects on the Negro 
g ir l. F in a lly  her on ly defense is hate, and 
she w alks through the u n fr ie n d ly  school 
announcing —  in  French — “ I  hate m y 
enemies.”  • . .

A  squ irre l tha t M a ry  Jane saves and 
a l i t t le  w h ite  g ir l  —  who is short and 
babyish looking and therefore has her own 
d ifficu ltie s  m aking friends — bring  re lie f. 
The in ju re d  squ irre l and S a lly  gradua lly  
change th ings fo r  M ary  Jane. In  the ad
ventures surround ing the squ irre l the 
ch ild ren  fo rget some of th e ir  prejudices. 
A lthough  under com m unity  pressure, 
S a lly ’s fa m ily  a llows her to eat and p lay 
w ith  M a ry  Jane “ in  school.”

A t  the c lim ax of the book, M r. S tille r 
the sym pathetic science teacher who has 
organized a science club, confronts the 
club w ith  the problem  of w hether to 
make vis its  to segregated museums. One 
of the older students, Randall sums up his 
feelings: “ . . . I f  anyone had asked me 
last year, I ’d have voted against in tegra
tio n  . . . bu t now tha t w e ’ve got it , i t  
doesn’t  make any difference. People like  
M a ry  Jane and Fred Jackson, they ’re ju s t 
the ' same as we are. I  mean, i t ’s the law 
and we have to live  w ith  i t  . . . W hat I ’m 
try in g  to say is I  don’t  th in k  the club 
should go any place where M a ry  Jane 
can’t  go.”

I t ’s a beginn ing fo r M a ry  Jane and 
fo r the others th a t w i l l  come to the school. 
W hat Grandpa said tu rned out to be true. 
“ They got th is  p ic tu re  of a Negro in  th e ir 
m inds and they ju s t don’t  know  you . . . 
sometimes i t ’s lonesome being a fore ign 
ambassador.”

U n fo rtuna te ly , ju s t as H o llyw ood in  
its  an ti-p re jud ice  film s a few  years back 
re lied  on certa in tr icks  to make the sub
jec t more palatable, so does D orothy 
S terling . M a ry  Jane is a ve ry  exceptional 
ambassador, extra-ta lented, e x tra - in te lli
gent. Her g randfa ther tu rns out to be a 
famous doctor of b io logy w h ich  helps 
M a ry  Jane to crack the social ice. The 
Negro adults d isp lay ve ry  l i t t le  in terest 
in  having th e ir  ch ild ren  attend the better 
schools, and in  fact t ry  to discourage M ary  
Jane from  attending W ilson.

O n ly  Grandpa confesses tha t he fe lt 
lik e  going down w ith  his gun when he 
saw the newspaper p ictures of the school’s 
opening day. The Negro com m unity  is not 
otherw ise credited w ith  m ilita n t attitudes.

Nonetheless the book rings w ith  a ll 
the excitem ent of re a lity , and tha t makes 
i t  tops in  available books fo r young people.

Penny Carr

. . .F u n d  Tops $16,000
(Continued from Page 1)

“ happy tha t they were able to 
come through in  th e  campaign 
even though the scoreboard ap
peared to show a lag at one 
po in t o r,another. The comrades 
here made a great many special 
efforts to insure th a t th e ir 
pledge was fu lfil le d  in  time. 
These included a rummage sale, 
a special banquet, and a ‘d raw 
in g ’.”

The steady pace New Y o rk  
kep t up th roughout the cam
paign was supplemented by a 
n ice ly  tim ed spurt tha t pu t 
them  at the fin ish line  exactly 
in  tim e. Despite the precision, 
R ichard Lopez s t i l l  insisted, “ I 
don’t  know  how we d id  it !  B u t 
I ’m sure happy.”

The N ew ark comrades d id  a 
firs t-ra te  job  and Joe S k iva r 
ended the campaign w ith  a 
w o n d e rfu lly  appropriate com
m ent: “ Enclosed please find a 
postal money order fo r  tw en ty - 
tw o  dollars and no cents.”

W ayne Leverenz, o f the M i l
waukee branch, reported they 
made th e ir  goal th rough  the 
help o f new  recru its to the 
ranks o f socialism. They “ came 
to the rescue”  ju s t in tim e !

In  the “ General”  category, 
Johnny A. fu lf ille d  his $100 
pledge exactly  as he said he 
w ould . A nd  today, as I  w ro te  
th is, we received $5 from  J. K., 
a Pennsylvania reader, and $20 
fro m  C. M., a C a lifo rn ia  reader 
o f the M ilita n t who asked us 
to renew his subscription and 
p u t the difference in  the fund.

The w ire  fro m  Seattle d idn ’t

have much room fo r a message, 
bu t they said i t  w ith  money 
and those were welcome senti
ments.

The Bay Area proved to be 
one of the dark horses. A fte r 
those weeks at the bottom  of 
the scoreboard, they ended up 
in  th ird  place! “ The Bay Area 
performance,”  w rote A r t  Sharon, 
should serve as a corrective to 
yo u r nervousness th a t was e v i
dent in  you r column. You clear
ly  under-estim ated the C a li
fo rn ia  ‘peasantry’.”

As a peasant fro m  U tah I  
know  w hat A r t  means. B u t the 
tru th  is I  wasn’t the least b it 
nervous. L ike  everyone else, I 
can say now, I  knew  a ll the 
tim e everyone w ou ld  make it.

Socialists can always reach 
rea listic goals —  even d iff ic u lt 
ones —  when they show the 
determ ination and ingenu ity  and 
self-sacrifice they displayed in  
th is campaign.

Tha t’s the s p ir it th a t’s fin a lly  
going to w in  socialism fo r  
Am erica.

NOT ENOUGH A IR

The U n ited  States is reaching 
the po in t where there ju s t isn’t 
enough a ir to  d ilu te  a ll o f the 
industria l waste th a t is th row n  
up, say governm ent w eather ex
perts. P o llu tion  created in  one 
c ity  is now beginning to affect 
the a ir  in  neighboring ones. 
Residents of La Jo lla , 100 miles 
south o f Los Angeles, can watch 
brow n clouds settle oh them 
from  the north.

FUND SCOREBOARD

. . . Cuba ■
(Continued from Page 1)

about the firs t m a jor upset in  
Castro’s cabinet. F ive m inisters 
resigned. They i n c l u d e  Dr. 
Hum berto Sori M arin , M in is te r 
of A g ricu ltu re  and Dr. Roberto 
Agramonte, M in is te r of State. 
Both are reported by B ertram  
B. Johansson of the C hristian 
Science M on ito r to  be “ conser
va tive  libera ls  in  th e ir p o lit ica l 
th in k in g .”  They believe tha t 
Castro’s governm ent has been 
developing “ an ti-free  enterprise 
policies.”

The U.S. robber barons and 
th e ir stooges were the on ly ones 
to benefit from  the k in d  of free 
enterprise the “ conservative l ib 
erals”  uphold. As a result, less 
than 1 % of- the population con
tro l more than a th ird  of the 
land and less than 8% own 
nearly  th ree-fourths o f the land. 
U.S. sugar  companies alone own 
1,600,000 acres of the most a r
able land. Some plantations 
dominate up to 300,000 acres. 
LA N D  D IV IS IO N  

The A gra rian  Reform  Law  
proposes to begin breaking up 
the’ huge landed estates. I t  also 
abolishes sharecropping. I t  p ro 
poses to a llo t an average o f 67 
acres to each o f 85,000 peasant 
fam ilies. E igh t thousand fa rm  
w orkers who now  w o rk  fo r the 
sm aller farms- w il l  also receive 
an average of 67 acres each and 
w il l  be allowed to purchase up 
to 100 acres more. S ix thousand 
cu ltiva to rs  who now possess be
tween 165 acres and 1,000 acres 
w il l  be perm itted  to b u y 1 addi
tiona l acres o f land th a t w il l  
be up fo r forced sale.

A  National Agrarian Reform 
Institute has been established 
which w ill control land distri
bution and help the peasants 
get started with equipment and 
technical assistance. The Insti
tute w ill help to establish co
operatives among the peasants.

E v id e n tly  Castro hopes to 
prom ote the grow th  o f a Cuban 
cap ita lis t .class through the 
agrarian re fo rm  program. This 
is indicated by the encourage
m ent the law  gives to richer 
peasants. However, his regime 
is now  caught up in a contra
d iction. W h ile  the State D epart
m ent tries to make a b ig  show 
of how  i t  is no t opposed to 
land expropria tion , its recent 
note proves tha t i t  isn’t  sym
pathetic to the developm ent of 
a Cuban cap ita lis t class, e ither. 
In  fact, the State D epartm ent’s 
sole in terest in  Cuba is to p re 
serve the status quo w hich 
means dom ination of the island 
b y  U.S. b ig  business firm s as 
under Batista.

Economic Trends and Socialist Prospects
B y M u rry  Weiss

The economic movement of 
capitalism through its character
istic cycles of boom and bust has 
always been of vital concern to 
Marxists, since this movement 
determines major shifts and 
turns in the course of the class 
struggle.

From  the standpoint of revo
lu tio n a ry  strategy and tactics, 
M arxists since the tim e of M arx 
and Engels have sought to dis
cern the in te rre la tionsh ips be
tween technological develop
ments and th e ir p o lit ica l conse
quences; between a change in  
the economic cycle and a tu rn  
o f the masses towards rad ica l
ism; between the complex of 
economic and p o lit ica l events 
of one period and the probable 
course of events fo r the next 
period.

A fte r M arx and Engels, p rob
ably no one delved more p ro 
found ly  in fo  these questions 
than Leon T ro tsky. U n fo rtuna te 
ly  his ideas on the subject are 
scattered th roughout his m any 
w orks and have never been col-' 
lected in  a single book. M ore
over, much o f w ha t he w rote 
about the re la tion  o f economic 
cycles to p o lit ica l movements 
has never been translated in to  
English. I t  is the purpose of th is 
artic le  to indicate some of T ro t
sky ’s leading thoughts and to 
give a few  o f the more read ily  
available sources fo r a study of 
his views.

Perhaps T ro tsky ’s most basic 
treatm ent of the question is t o 
be found in a le tte r tha t was 
o rig in a lly  p rin ted  in a Soviet 
scientific publication in  1923. I t  
appeared fo r  the firs t tim e  in 
English in  the M ay 1941 issue 
o f F ourth  In te rna tiona l (now 
In te rna tiona l Socialist Review) 
under the title , “ The Curve of 
C apita list Development.”

BREAK IN  EPOCHS

In  the le tte r T ro tsky  shows 
how the trans ition  between 
epochs of energetic cap ita lis t 
development and epochs of 
stagnation or economic decline 
“ must n a tu ra lly  produce the 
greatest convulsions in  the re 
lationships between classes and 
between states.”  He rem arks 
that, “ A t the T h ird  W orld  Con
gress of the C om intern we had 
to stress th is po in t —  in the 
struggle against the pure ly  me
chanistic conception of cap ita l
is t d is in tegration now  in  p ro 
gress. I f  period ic replacements 
o f ‘norm al’ booms by ‘no rm a l’ 
crisis find the ir reflection in a ll 
spheres of social life , then a 
transition  from  an entire  epoch 
to one of decline, or vice versa, 
engenders the greatest h is to ric- 
*al disturbances, and i t  is not 
hard to show th a t in  many 
cases revo lu tions and wars 
straddle the borderline  between 
tw o d iffe ren t epochs o f econom
ic development, i.e., the ju n c 
tion  o f tw o d iffe ren t segments 
of the cap ita lis t curve.”

I t  is hard to overestimate the 
im portance of th is  thought fo r 
Am erican M arxists today. The 
prolonged post-war prosperity 
in  the U  S- does not represent 
a special stage of cap ita lis t de
velopment. B u t because of its 
length, the new heights of p ro 
duction it  attained and the fact 
tha t i t  has already gone through 
three m inor boom-bust cycles, 
the post-war prosperity  must be 
seen as a m ajor segment o f the 
cap ita lis t curve. C erta in ly , in  
its re ta rd ing  effect on socialist 
consciousness among the A m e r
ican workers, i t  has behaved in 
tha t fashion.

M arxists should seek to chart 
the q u a lita t iv e  po in t at w hich 
the w ar and armaments-based 
prosperity curve w il l  give way 
not s im p ly to another recession 
bu t to a m ajor dow nward curve 
w ith  a ll its  revo lu tiona ry  p o li
tica l consequences.

But that still does not dis
pose of the question. Depression 
w ill have inevitable revolution
ary consequences as the masses 
become convinced that econom
ic progress can no longer be 
secured under capitalism. But 
this consciousness w ill not de
velop automatically but through 
experiences gained in the class 
struggle whose rhythm, even un
der depression conditions, is 
shaped by new economic ups 
and downs.

Thus a fte r the 1905 Russian 
R evolution was defeated, a ll 
M a rx is t tendencies were d is
cussing the premises fo r a new 
up tu rn  in  the revo lu tionary  
mass movement. The question 
of the effect o f the economic 
situation in  Russia on these

Helen Sobell 
On N.Y. Radio

The case fo r M orton Sobell, 
ra ilroaded to prison on an 
“ atom spy”  charge, w i l l  be 
presented over New Y o rk  ra 
dio station W B A I-F M  on 
Wednesday, June 27. There 
w il l  be a one-hour in te rv ie w  
o f Mrs. Helen Sobell, w ife  of 
the w itch -h u n t v ic tim , and 
Professor W illia m  K unstle r 
from  M id n ig h t to 1 A.M., 99.5 
on the F M  dial.

Detroit auto workers lined up at an unemployment com
pensation office during peak of 1957-58 recession.

prospects came in fo r consider
able debate. In  his autobio
graphy, “ M y L ife ,”  T ro tsky
says:

“ D uring  the years o f reaction 
I  studied the questions of trade 
and indus try  both on a w orld  
scale and a national scale. I 
was prom pted by a re vo lu tion 
ary interest. I  wanted to find 
out the re lationship between 
the fluctuations of trade and in 
dustry, on the one hand, and 
the progressive stages o f the 
labor movem ent and re vo lu tion 
ary struggle, on the other. In  
this, as in a ll other questions 
like  it, I  was especially on m y 
guard to avoid establishing an 
autom atic dependence o f p o li
tics on economics. The in te rac
tion must necessarily be the re 
su lt of the w hole process con
sidered in its en tire ty .”

IM PA C T OF BLACK FR ID A Y

T ro tsky described how  the 
collapse of the New Y ork  Stock 
Exchange on “ B lack F rid a y ”  in 
1907 “ was the harb inger o f a 
w o rld  crisis w h ich  was bound 
to engu lf Russia as w e ll, shaken 
to her foundations as she was 
by the Russo-Japanese war, 
and by the ensuing revo lu tion .”

“ W hat consequences could be 
expected?”  T ro tsky  asked. “ The 
po in t o f v iew  generally ac
cepted in  the party, w ith o u t 
d is tinc tion  o f faction, w a s  
tha t the crisis w ould serve 
to heighten the revo lu tionary  
struggle. I  took a d iffe ren t 
stand. A fte r  a period o f b ig 
battles and defeats, a crisis has 
the effect o f depressing ra the r 
than arousing the w o rk ing  class. 
I t  underm ines the w orkers ’ con
fidence in  th e ir powers and 
demoralizes them  p o litica lly .

Under such conditions, on ly an 
indus tria l rev iva l can close the 
ranks o f the pro le ta ria t, pour 
fresh blood in to  its veins, re 
store its  confidence in  itse lf 
and make i t  capable o f fu rth e r 
struggles.”

“ This analysis,”  T ro tsky  con
tinues, “ was m et by critic ism  
and incredu lity . The o ffic ia l 
pa rty  economists also p u t fo r 
w ard the idea tha t under the 
counter-revo lu tion a trade boom 
was impossible. In  opposition, I  
based m y argum ent on the in 
e v ita b ility  o f an economic^ re 
v iva l and o f the new wave of 
strikes i t  w ou ld  b ring  in  its 
wake, a fte r w h ich  a new eco
nomic crisis w ould  be lik e ly  to 
provide the impetus fo r re vo lu 
tiona ry  struggle. This prognosis 
was confirmed to the le tte r. An 
indus tria l boom came in 1910, 
in spite of the counter-revo lu
tion— and w ith  i t  came strikes. 
The shooting down o f the w o rk 
ers at the Lena gold mines in  
1912 gave .rise to great protests 
a ll over the country. In  1914, 
when the crisis was unm istak
able, St. Petersburg!! again be
came an arena of w orkers ’ ba r
ricades.”

The most concrete and elabor
ated application of T ro tsky ’s 
dia lectica l concept o f th e effect 
of economic changes on the 
po litica l situation and prospects 
can be found in his report to 
the T h ird  W orld  Congress of 
the Communist In te rna tiona l on 
“ The W orld  Economic Crisis 
and the New Tasks of the Communist

 In te rna tiona l.”  This is 
available in  Vol. I  o f the “ F irs t 
F ive  Years o f the Com m unist 
In te rna tiona l,”  by Leon Trotsky. 
(Pioneer Publishers, New York.) 

T ro tsky said tha t at th is  1921

Congress, “ I  had an overw he lm 
ing m a jo rity  of the delegates 
against me when I insisted on 
the in e v ita b ility  of an economic 
rev iva l in  post-war Europe as a 
condition fo r fu r th e r revo lu 
tiona ry  crises.”

The most concise fo rm u la tion  
of the basic approach to  the 
problem  in  a ll its  varia tions 
was given by T ro tsky in  his 
book on ‘.‘S ta lin ,”  in  the chap
ter, “ The New Resurgence” :

“ The po litica l consequences of 
the [economic] rev iva l, as w e ll 
as the crisis, fa r  fro m  being 
autom atic in character, are 
each tim e determ ined anew, de
pending on the preceding course 
o f the struggle and on the en
tire  situation in  the country. 
Thus, fo llo w in g  the indus tria l 
resurgence, ’ in  the course of 
w hich a Very w ide-spread s trike  
struggle h ad managed to devel
op, a sudden decline in  the s it
uation m igh t call fo r th  a d irec t 
revo lu tiona ry  resurgence, p ro 
vided the o ther necessary conditions

 were present. On the 
other hand, a fte r a long period 
o f revo lu tiona ry  struggle w hich 
ended in  defeat, an indus tria l 
crisis, d iv id in g  and weakening 
the pro le ta ria t, m igh t destroy 
its figh ting  s p ir it  a ltogether. O r 
again, an indus tria l resurgence, 
coming after- a long period of 
reaction, is capable o f re v iv in g  
the labor movement, la rge ly  in  
the fo rm  of an economic s trug
gle, a fte r w h ich  the new crisis 
m igh t sw itch the energy o f the 
masses onto p o lit ica l ra ils .”  

T ro tsky  a p tly  rem arked in  
his .autobiography, “ The d ia lec
tics o f the process are re a lly  
not ve ry  complex. But they are 
easier to formulate than to dis
cover every time in the living  
facts."

TH E GREAT DEPRESSION

For us, one o f the most pene
tra tin g  disclosures of th is  d ia lec
tic  process in the  “ liv in g  facts”  
is contained in  T ro tsky ’s b rie f 
reference to revo lu tiona ry  pros
pects in  the U n ited  States in  
his “ Germ any— The K ey to the 
In te rna tiona l S itua tion ,”  w r i t 
ten in  December, 1931, at the 
depth of the w o rld -w ide  eco
nom ic depression:

“ A fte r an unprecedented pe
riod  of prosperity  w h ich  amaz
ed the • w hole w o rld  w ith  its 
firew orks of m illions  and b i l 
lions, the U n ited  States at once 
entered a period of unem ploy
ment fo r m illions  o f people, of 
the most appalling physical des
t itu t io n  fo r  the to ile rs . Such a 
g igantic social convulsion can
not fa il to leave its  traces on 
the po litica l developm ent o f the 
country. Today i t  is s t i l l  hard

to ascertain, at least from  a d is
tanced any measure o f im p o rt
ant rad ica liza tion  in the A m er
ican w o rk in g  masses. I t  may be 
assumed tha t the masses them 
selves [have been s tartled  by  
the catastrophic upheaval in  
the con juncture, so stunned and 
crushed \ by unem ploym ent o r 
by the fe a r o f unem ploym ent, 
tha t they! have not as y e t been 
able to d ra w  even the, most 
e lem en ta l^  po litica l conclusions 
from  the ca lam ity  th a t has be
fa llen  them . This requires a 
certa in am ount o f tim e. B u t the 
conclusions tw i l l  be drawn.

“ The trem endous economic 
crisis, w h ich  has ' taken on the 
character of 'a social crisis, w i l l  
in e v ita b ly  be^ converted in to  a 
crisis of the p o lit ic a l conscious
ness o f the A m erican  w o rk in g  
class. I t  is qu ite possib le th a t 
the re vo lu tiona ry  rad ica liza tion  
o f the broadest layers o f w o rk 
ers w il l  reveal itse lf, no t in  the 
period o f the (greatest decline 
in  the con juncture, b u t on the 
contrary, d u rin g  the tu rn  to w 
ards re v iva l and! upswing.

“ In  e ithe r case, the present 
crisis w i l l  open a new epoch in  
the l ife  o f the 'Am erican p ro 
le ta ria t and o f the  people as a 
whole. Serious regr oupments 
and clashes among the ru l ing 
parties are to be; expected, 'as 
w e ll as new attem pts to create 
a th ird  party , etc. W ith  the firs t 
signs of a rise in  'the  conjunc
ture , the trade unio^n m ovem ent 
w il l  acute ly sense t he necessity 
o f tearing itse lf loose fro m  the 
claws o f the despicable A F L  
bureaucracy. A t  th e  same tim e, 
u n lim ite d  poss ib ilities ' w i l l  u n 
fo ld  themselves fo r  Com m un
ism-.”

This brilliant forecast of the 
rise of the CIO, which came in
to being against the background 
of industrial revival in 1933-34, 
is certainly a major triumph 
for the Marxist theoretical 
method Trotsky taught and de
fended. The young generation 
of Marxist thinkers and revolu
tionary activists w ill surely take 
hold of these rich ideas found 
in the works of M arx, Engels, 
Lenin and Trotsky and apply 
them to the new realities and 
the new problems of Marxism  
in our epoch. Marxism in the 
U.S. must take the field against 
every c a p i t a l i s t  school of 
thought in the field of econom
ic^ and refute them, point by 
point, not w ith broad generali
sations but by the concrete 
study of the living movement 
of economic and political life  in 
our own country and in  the 
modern world.

...House Debates W ar Spending
(Continued from Page 1) 

among other reasons, i t  “ w il l 
make the N avy much stronger 
than i t  has been in the past.”  ' 

He was somewhat critical, 
however. " I wish there were in 
this bill additional provisions 
for chemical-, radiological and 
biological warfare."

The m ain emphasis o f these 
cap ita lis t legislators was on 
w hat they termed “ catching up”  
w ith  the Soviet Union. “ We have 
provided fo r the acceleration of 
the in te rcontinenta l ba llis tic  
m issile program ,”  said Mahon. 
“ This is a down paym ent on a 
much la rger program .”

The specific weapon is the “ so- 
called M inutem an IC B M  . . .  a 
solid prope llen t missile. I t  w il l  
be cheaper (!) t han any other 
IC BM . I t  w il l  be easier to op
erate. I t  w il l  be more w orkable  
and i t w il l  more or less be the 
u ltim a te  weapon at least fo r  the 
next decade in  the fie ld o f in 
tercontinenta l w arfa re .”

A nother area ca lling fo r “ ac
celeration”  is in  submarine w a r
fare. The congressmen express
ed fr ig h t at the Soviet fleet of 
450 submarines. “ I t  w ou ld  be 
d iff ic u lt to th in k  o f a greater 
th rea t to the security o f th is 
country d u r i n g  the decade 
ahead,”  Mahon averred.

On top of this the budget-makers
 provided for an airborne 

alert; that is, "an alert that you 
get by keeping strategic aircraft 
or a certain percentage of them 
in the air at all times."

W all S treet’s p o lit ica l repre

sentatives did not com pletely 
disregard ta lk  o f peace. I t  took 
the form , however, o f “ peace”  
through the th rea t of “ massive 
re ta lia tion .”

Weaver (R-Neb.), fo r instance, 
said tha t “ our defense m ust be 
geared to a to ta l offensive capac
ity . The on ly w ay we have found 
by w hich we can Offset the Com
m unist m igh t and the Com m u
n ist a b ility  to create to ta l de
struction  is by being able, ou r
selves to create to ta l de
struction  . . . This, in  re a lity , in 
volves a dreadfu l race w ith  each 
other and against tim e .”

Sikes said, "Significantly the 
IC B M  remains today the only 
weapon for which there is no 
defense. No, there is no defense 
against the IC B M  today and 
there may never be."

P art o f the “ peace”  ta lk  in 
volved a debate over “ lim ite d ”  
versus “ to ta l”  war.

Mahon declared, “ I  w ish that 
each o f us could afford the lu x 
u ry  of saying to ourselves, ‘A  
big w a r is too h o rr ib le  to con
template. I  am a small w a r man.’ 
But, m y colleagues o f the House, 
we cannot afford th a t lu x u ry  . . .  
Yes; preparation fo r lim ite d  w ar 
is proceeding. B u t to  emphasize 
preparation fo r  lim ite d  w a r as 
the top p r io r ity  consideration is 
to in v ite  disaster, is to in v ite  
general w a r.”

The bleak fu tu re  th is  course 
points to was unconsciously in 
dicated by  Weaver: “ The g rim  
fact o f present-day life  is tha t 
the Com m unist w o rld  outweighs

us in  m anpower by tw o or three 
to one a t every po in t in  the 
globe where we m igh t be forced 
to fight. A no the r g rim  and cer
ta in  fact is th a t in  most strategic 
m aterials, the C om m unist w o rld  
outweighs us in  the m a tte r o f 
na tu ra l resources.

“ B u t there is an even more 
d is tu rb ing  factor. For the firs t 
tim e  in three generations we are 
faced w ith  a C om m unist bloc, 
po ten tia l to surpass us in  the 
m a tte r o f scientific and technical 
know ledge and the application 
o f th a t know ledge.”

A t the present moment, W eav
er continued, the Soviet U nion 
is ahead in  the m issile field. 
“ T h is  has placed the U n ited  
States at a tem porary  disadvan
tage. Th is appropria tion  b i l l  w i l l  
go a long w ay tow ard  ending 
th a t gap.”

And then what? Weaver could 
Hold out no hope. "This, then, 
is the shape of our deterrent 
force. I t  is, however, not abso
lute protection as long as there 
is danger of a madman turning 
the world into an inferno of 
nuclear fire."
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The High Court Backtracks
Supreme Court decisions bearing such 

names as Barenblat t  and Uphaus are not 
remote judgm ents about abstract p r in c i
ples o f jurisprudence, as they m ay seem 
at firs t sight.

They reflect sh ifts in  po litica l cu r
rents and deeper movements' in  the class 
struggle. W hen they are reactionary de
cisions like  those of June 8, they affect the 
guarantees of lib e r ty  tha t our revo lu tion 
ary  forbears thought they had established 
perm anently  in  Am erica. A nd  they also 
invo lve  l iv in g ’ v ic tim s who face being 
to rn  from  th e ir  fam ilies  and locked up 
in  steel cages because of th e ir  p o litica l 
beliefs.

L lo yd  B arenb la tt, fo r example, is a 
u n ive rs ity  teache r/a  specialist in  psychol
ogy. For daring to defend his own r ig h t 
under the F irs t Am endm ent, and there
by  those of the w hole Am erican people, 
from  the In q u is itio n  th a t is called the 
House U n-Am erican A c tiv itie s  Committee, 
the Supreme C ourt has sentenced h im  to 
prison.

D r. W illa rd  Uphaus is an e lde rly  re 
lig ious le ader who has long propagated 
pacifist ideals, defense o f c iv il libe rties  
and opposition to rac ia l p re jud ice  and re
lig ious intolerance. In  defense o f his own 
C onstitu tiona l r igh ts  and those o f a ll 
Am ericans he refused to p e rm it the w itch - 
hun ting  New Ham pshire A tto rn e y  Gen
era l to rummage through the files o f his 
pacifist organization.

In  ru lin g  against h im , the h igh court 
m ay possibly have sentenced D r. Uphaus 
to life  im prisonm ent, since the contempt 
sentence meted out to h im  is renewable 
so long as he persists in  re fus ing to bow 
to  the demands o f New Ham pshire ’s of
fic ia l snooper.

A t  least a score of cases already in  
litig a tio n , to say noth ing o f those tha t w i l l  
arise in  the fu tu re , w i l l  be adversely 
affected by the Barenb la tt and Uphaus 
decisions.

Again, more than  “ cases”  are in 
volved. Men and women in  the fo re fron t 
o f the struggle fo r freedom and justice  in  
A m erica  w i l l  now go to prison i f  the 
w itch -hun te rs  and the C ourt m a jo r ity  
have th e ir  way.

A h  example, w e ll-know n  to M ilita n t 
readers, is tha t of C arl Braden, fram ed 
up under a K en tucky state sedition law  
because he had aided a Negro fa m ily  to 
purchase a home outside the J im  Crow 
ghettoes of Lou isv ille .

This na tiona lly  famous case took a 
favorable tu rn  when the Supreme C ourt’s 
Nelson decision knocked out the K en tucky  
sedition law  under w h ich  Braden had 
been railroaded. N ow  in  the Uphaus de
cision the Supreme C ourt has reva lida ted 
tha t vicious law.

Braden is likew ise affected by the 
B arenb la tt decision. He became the target 
o f the Congressional w itch -hun te rs  fo r 
his in tegra tion  activ ities  in  the South and 
was cited fo r contem pt fo r de fy ing  th e ir 
attem pts to smear-investigate p ro-in tegra
tio n  organizations and ind iv idua ls . Thus 
he and others lik e  h im  are in  d irect dan
ger of im prisonm ent.

The effect of the decisions is to out
law  the Com m unist P a rty  and to harass 
those ho ld ing view s on c iv il liberties, 
peace, social and economic change and 
rac ia l equa lity  w h ich  go beyond the of
f ic ia lly  pe rm itted  rules. G overnm ent in 
qu is ito ria l bodies like  the House Un- 
Am erican Com m ittee have been given a 
mandate to go ahead. A n ti-L a b o r and 
white-suprem acist legislatures have been 
given a green lig h t to pass state “ sedition”  
laws.

How could the Supreme C ourt make 
such reactionary decisions?

M any people are s t i l l  rubb ing  th e ir 
eyes. They not on ly believed th a t the h igh 
court was the most libe ra l o f governm ent 
ins titu tions , bu t they genuinely thought

th a t the dem ocra tic  sweep in  the 1958 
elections would au tom atica lly  re in force 
the supposed libe ra lism  of the court. So 
w ha t caused th is august body to suddenly 
sw itch  in to  the camp of the w itch-hunters?

Not 3 0  long ago reactionary decisions 
lik e  those of' June 8 w ou ld  have been 
regarded as qu ite  norm al fo r the nine old 
men elevated to the bench by the W hite  
House. B u i in  1954 when the Supreme 
Court made its  famous decision favoring 
in teg ra tion ' o f the schools in  the South 
and then fo llow ed i t  up w ith  decisions 
th a t tended to curb the w itch-hunters, 
the judges; suddenly acquired haloes in  
the eye’s o f m any people who should have 
kn ow n  better.

The fact ’ is tha t the Supreme Court 
is one of the instrum ents of cap ita lis t 
ru le . The judges, genera lly products of 
the  p o lit ica l machines who have been 
el^vatgd in to  the ro le  Of statesmen o f the 
ju d ic ia ry  system, are h ig h ly  conscious of 
th e ir  special func tion  in  he lp ing to ru le  
the country  in  the interests of capitalism .

■Thus, w hen the Negro people ro lled  
up enormous pressure fo r in teg ra tion  and 
th is  became supplemented by pressures 
from  the colonia l w o rld  abroad, the court, 
was u tilized  to make the 1954 concession. 
Then tw o  years la ter, b ig  business policy 
makers decided to use the h igh court 
again to ease the w itch -h u n t th a t had run  
in to  g row ing  popu la r ind igna tion  over its 
excesses.

B u t the reform s prom ulgated by  the 
Supreme C ourt both in  the fie ld  o f c iv il 
r igh ts  and o f c iv il libe rties  encouraged 
movements th a t aimed beyond the con
cessions made by the ru lin g  class. They 
could lead to scrapping J im  Crow and the 
w itch -hun t altogether. I t  then became 
necessary fo r  the C ourt to backtrack so 
as to preserve the essential s tructu re  of 
rac ia l segregation and the trappings of a 
police state elaborated in  the period when 
the w itch -h u n t was at its  height. Hence, 
the series of adverse decisions in  the last 
six months affecting both c iv il righ ts  and 
c iv il liberties.

Again, the 1957-58 recession gave fresh 
im pu ls ion  to the tendency in  the w o rk ing  
class_ tow ard  independent po litica l action. 
This was how  our cap ita lis t ru le rs  read 
the defeat of the so-called “ r ig h t-to -w o rk ” 
laws, the increased w e igh t of the trade- 
union bureaucracy in  its  coa lition  w ith  
the Dem ocratic machine, and the temper 
of the electorate in  g iv ing  a nationw ide 
sweep to the Dem ocratic P arty . The latest 
Supreme C ourt decisions are designed to 
dampen th is  trend  by  encouraging the 
w itch-hunters.

Does the series of reactionary de
cisions cu lm ina ting  in  the June 8 blows 
s ign ify  the re v iva l at present of M c
C arthy ism  or some other fo rm  of intensive 
w itch-hunting?

We do not believe so. I t  is true  that 
the social forces and conflicts w h ich 
brought about M cC arthy ism  s t il l  exist be
low  the surface of cap ita lis t society and 
another crisis can b rin g  i t  fo r th  again. 
B u t th is  is not the season fo r it.

W hat the C ourt has re a lly  done is 
continue in  its  tra d itio n a l role as a p o lit i
cal ins trum ent to he lp dampen the class 
struggle. The new element is the va lida 
tion  o f a perm anent w itch -hun t, a lthough 
on a low  key.

The trade unions and the mass or
ganizations of the N egro . people should 
d raw  the appropria te  p o litica l lessons. 
V o ting  fo r  the Democrats in  1958 proved 
as self-defeating as vo ting  fo r the R epubli
cans.

To secure A m erica ’s tra d itio n a l demo
cra tic  f ig h ts  and C onstitu tiona l liberties, 
to W in fu l l  equa lity , the w o rk in g  class 
and its  a llies among the m inorities  had 
be tte r break from  the tw o -pa rty  tw ins  and 
take the road to independent po litica l 
action.

Of Little Pills and W eather
People who like  to ca ll a spade a 

spade lost a round last week when the 
W eather Bureau painted out the name of 
its  “ D iscom fort In d e x ”  and agreed to call 
i t  “ Tem pera tu re -H um id ity .”

The w eather forecasters were proud 
o f th e ir  “ D iscom fort Index.”  I t  enabled 
people to te ll when they were uncom fort
able, w h ich  is a com fort in  d iscom forting 
weather.

Capita lists dependent on the tou ris t 
trade though t otherwise. People m igh t 
lis ten  to tha t “ D iscom fort Index,”  feel 
unhappy about trave ling , and then w hat 
w ou ld  happen to profits?

The Bureau found itse lf in  a storm 
th a t combined blasts of hot air, claps of 
thunde r and lig h tn in g  bolts. They hadn’t  
foreseen tha t k in d  o f w eather and they 
found the d iscom fort index unbearable.

However, the  fighters on the spade-

is-a-spade fro n t should not give up hope. 
Last week they won an encouraging, i f  
hard-fought, v ic to ry  on a d iffe ren t sector 
o f the battle fie ld .

In  1956 the Federal Trade Commis
sion, a fte r 149 hearing sessions, ordered 
the w ord  “ L iv e r ”  s truck  from  the adver
tis ing  o f “ C arte r’s 'L it t le  L iv e r  P ills .”

The p ills , said the FTC, aren’t  made 
of l iv e r  and they don’t  affect you r live r. 
A l l  they do is speed up w ha t your low er 
in testine does.

C arter Products, Inc., appealed the 
decision against th e ir magic word. On 
June 16 the C ourt of Appeals upheld the 
FTC.

So when you v iew  tha t enterta in ing  
C arter L it t le  P i l l  in term ission in  the TV 
programs, note tha t the m isleading word 
“ L iv e r”  is missing. W ho says capita lism  
is beyond reform ?

"Goodness —  another strike! It's lucky our tickets were for tonight."

Khrushchev, in Liberal Mood, 
Eases Reins on Soviet Writers

Describing himself as a " lib 
eral'' in his approach to Soviet 
literature— indeed, perhaps "too 
liberal" —  Soviet P r e m i e r  
Khrushchev slightly eased the 
totalitarian rigor of the regime's 
control over writers. Khrush
chev announced the new party 
policy on literature at the Third  
Congress of Soviet Writers held 
in Moscow last month.

Khrushchev’s po licy  tow ard 
Soviet w rite rs  has alternated 
between concessions and re 
pression —  concessions to  the ir 
aspirations to w rite  as th e ir 
conscience dictates and repres
sion of these aspirations com
bined w ith  the command tha t 
w rite rs  s tick  to “ socialist rea l
ism,”  th a t is w rite  w hatever is 
useful to the bureaucratic d ic 
tatorship.

BE FEARLESS!

A t the 20th Congress o f the 
Soviet Communist P a rty  in 
February 1956, Khrushchev ca ll
ed on w rite rs  to fearlessly show 
Soviet life  as i t  is. (He again 
called on them to do so last 
month.) F o llow ing  the H ungar
ian R evolu tion of November 
1956, in w h ich  many Commun
ist in te llectua ls played a prom 
inent part, Khrushchev cracked 
down on Soviet w rite rs , who 
had also shown m anifestations 
of po litica l rebelliousness, and 
reimposed “ socialist realism ."

A t tha t tim e, he singled out 
fo r special a ttack a novel, N ot 
B y Bread Alone, by  V la d im ir 
Dudintsev, published in  the 
USSR in the fa ll o f 1956 and 
in the West—where i t  received 
a big bu ild -up  — the fo llow ing  
year. This book was sharply 
c ritica l o f p riv ilege  - seeking, 
toadyism and careerism among 
the top brass in Soviet indus
try . I t  sought to  demonstrate

how Soviet bureaucrats sabo
tage technological progress by 
s tiflin g  in it ia tiv e  from - below. 
In  his conclusion, Dudintsev 
hinted at an inevitable move
ment in the future which would 
clean out bureaucratic parasit
ism and replace it with indus
trial democracy. Under Khrush
chev's blasts, Dudintsev was 
forced to disavow his novel.

Last month, at the T h ird  
Congress o f Soviet W riters, 
Khrushchev extended fo rg iven 
ess to D udintsev (although he 
did not rehab ilita te  D udin tsev’s 
novel). According to W ilfred  
B urche tt’s account of the Con
gress in the June 15 National 
Guardian, th is is w hat K h rush 
chev said: “ Three years . . . 
have passed. Who is reading 
th is book [N ot by Bread A lone] 
now, who needs it? O f course, 
not everyth ing  in i t  was badly 
put . . . There are some pages 
in i t  tha t m e rit a ttention. 
Anastas Ivanovich M ikoyan, 
who read the novel before me,1 
said: ‘Read it. He has some 
points w hich sound as though 
ho overheard you.’ Yes, D u d in t
sev clever ly  noted some nega
tive  phenomena, bu t presented 
them in  an exaggerated, de lib 
erate ly generalized way. B u t I 
have said before and say now 
tha t Dudintsev has never been 
our enemy and has never been 
against the Soviet system.”

“  . . . N o t on ly Dudintsev, 
bu t also other w rite rs ,”  K rush 
chev continued, “  . . . wanted 
to help the Party, [and] th e ir 
people to surm ount negative 
phenomena.”  B u t they d id  so 
in a “ distorted and exaggerated” 
form , w h ich  led to disputes 
among w rite rs  “ of quite a sharp 
nature -w hich is s t i l l  m aking i t 
self fe lt in  you r m idst.”

In  his conclusion, K hrush-

Are Soviet Economists 
Repudiating Karl Marx?

A re  Soviet economists d itch ing  K a r l M arx? Yes, says 
H arvard  Professor W assily L eontief, w ho recently vis ited 
the Soviet Union, where he conferred w ith  m any economists

. “ The sh ift is to w a rd * 
the techniques developed by
the new school of m athematical 
economics tha t has grow n up 
in  the U.S. and' Western Eu
rope over the past few  decades.”  
(In te rv iew  w ith  Leon tie f in  
June 13 Business Week. Leon
tie f is h im se lf a p rinc ipa l con
tr ib u to r to “ m athem atical eco
nomics.” )

However, w hat seems rea lly  
to be invo lved is the adoption 
of sorely needed reform s in the 
Soviet economy leading to more 
accurate accounting. The sys
tems of “ mathem atical econom
ics”  being introduced do not 
touch M a rx ’s analysis of eco
nomic categories (such as value, 
price, wages, p ro fit, interest, 
rent, p roductiv ity , etc.) but deal 
w ith  accurate economic compu
ta tion  and w ith  pro jection of 
economic trends. (Leontie f h im 
self calls his system “ econom
etrics” — tha t is, economic mea
surement.)

As Business Week says, “ In  
the U.S., the methods have 
been used fo r b ig  corporate and 
m ilita ry  organizations, bu t not 
fo r the nation itse lf . . . B u t the 
techniques are almost idea lly 
suited on a national leve l to 
the Soviet Union, w hich is 
planned from  the top. In  prac
tica l terms, th is  means the 
p lanning  and efficiency o f the 
Soviet economy may be vastly 
im proved.”

I t  w ould thus appear th a t 
“ econometrics”  can be used on 
a w ide r scale under a planned 
economy than under capitalism. 
This alone w ou ld  indicate tha t 
they no more contrad ict M a rx 

ism than do statistics and ac
counting in  general. Equipped 
w ith  more e ffic ien t measuring 
techniques, the Soviet Central 
S ta tistica l Agency w il l  soon 
launch its firs t fu ll-sca le  inven
to ry  of a ll the coun try ’s indus
tr ia l resources since October 
1925.

Under Stalin's rule, Soviet 
planning and management of 
industry were characterized to 
an incredible degree by arbitrariness

 and bureaucratic 
whim. Soviet pricing was just 
as capricious. This frequently 
dislocated entire branches of 
production. "

A long w ith  w orkers’ demo
cratic contro l of p lanning and 
o f production, the genuine So
v ie t M arxists demanded the in 
troduction of r ig id  accounting 
practices and of p lanning based 
on actual costs of production. 
They demanded the restoration 
of the gold standard so th a t the 
price leve l m igh t be stabilized 
and tha t economic results m ight 
be measured ob jective ly . (See 
fo r instance Leon T ro tsky ’s 
book, The Revolution Betrayed, 
w ritte n  in  1937.)

E v iden tly  the K hrushchev re
gime is now in troduc ing  ac
counting measures designed to 
give them a clearer p ic tu re  of 
the economy. Tha t w ould ap
pear to be the real significance 
of the “ sh ift”  to “ econometrics.”  
Furtherm ore, on June 4, the 
W a ll S treet Journa l reported 
rum ors th a t the Soviet govern
ment is considering m aking the 
rub le  fre e ly  convertib le  in to  
gold— tha t is place the Soviet 
U nion on the gold standard.

chev shifted responsib ility  fo r 
“ guidance and w hat was p r in t
ed from  party  and governm ent 
shoulders on to those o f au th 
ors and editors,”  says B urchett 
—  a move w h ich  the la tte r 
likens to the “ recentra liza tion”  
carried out in  the economic and 
po litica l sectors.

However, just as economic 
and political decentralization 
stop far short of economic and 
political democracy in the So
viet Union, so the new loosen
ing of direct top-party control 
over the writers is still a long 
way from establishing artistic 
freedom.

BUY A T& T

W hile  m illions  o f w orkers 
were unemployed last year, 
Am erican Telephone and Tele
graph, the coun try ’s biggest 
monopoly, increased its net 
profits from  $13 to $14.31 a 
share, o r from  $850 m illio n  to 
more than $1 b illion .

The American 
W ay of Life
Practical D emonstration in Laos

Old European colonial hands have charged th a t 
Am erican offic ia ls in the colonia l w o rld  are often bum bling  
fools who don’t  know  w ha t they are doing. Th is c la im  has 
now been w e ll re fu ted  by a
Congressional investigation of 
our fore ign aid program in  the 
tin y  Southeast Asian kingdom 
of Laos.

The Congressional findings, 
made pub lic  June 15, demon
strate th a t our men in  Laos have 
given the natives a splendid1 
dem onstration o f the Am erican 
Way.

The first thing that the mem
bers of the International Co-op
eration Agency in Laos demon
strated is that American officials 
are Cooperative and easily ap
proachable. And American firms 
doing work there have shown 
they appreciate the cooperation 
they’ get from the government 
men.

For example, the Congression
al investigators found tha t the 
U niversa l Construction Co., a 
U.S. concern operating in  Laos, 
made a g if t  o f $13,000 to the 
pub lic  w orks o fficer o f the aid 
mission there. O ur man in  Laos 
d idn ’t  take th a t k in d  o f money 
fo r noth ing. According to the 
Congressmen, he earned i t  by 
he lp ing U niversa l “ secure lu c ra 
tive  contracts and overlooking 
deficiencies in  th e ir pe rfo rm 
ance.”

A no ther IC A  o ffic ia l even 
proved he lp fu l to  a non -A m eri
can firm  —  and at reduced rates 
too. For a p idd ling  $500 he is 
said to have helped the Hong 
Kong Transporta tion Co. na il 
down a fe r ry  barge contract. The 
company was sq moved by th is 
display o f good-neighborliness 
tha t i t  la te r p u t our man on its 
regu lar payro ll.

The stereotype o f in flex ib le  
Am erican m ilita ry  men was also 
dispelled in  Laos. The Congress
ional com m ittee reports th a t a 
re tired  b rigad ie r general em
ployed by another construction 
firm  in  Laos also made his ser
vices available to the aid mission 
in selecting construction sites.

Some of the n icer th ings tha t 
the Am ericans d id  fo r each 
other w eren ’t  even understood,

no less appreciated, by  the materialist-minded
 natives —  arid, 

for tha t m atter, by  a few  o u t
cast Am ericans either. The Con
gressional repo rt says the firs t 
d irector o f the aid m ission sold 
his ten-year-o ld  C adillac to  a 
U niversal o ffic ia l fo r about $750 
more than he o rig in a lly  pa id  fo r 
it. And the construction man 
d idn ’t  even need the car. F in a lly  
it was cut up in  pieces a n d  d rop
ped down a w e ll because i t  had 
“ stood rus ting  in  fro n t o f U n i
versal’s m ain office where i t  
was the subject o f scornfu l 
amusement by Lao tians" and 
Americans a like .”

But don't get the idea that this 
give-away program was limited  
lb Americans. The United States 
government pumped so' much 
cash into the hands of the local 
government that prices doubled 
in  a ten-year period. And to 
help promote jobs in the tiny  
country, the State Department 
insisted on subsidizing a Laotian 
army of 25,000 even though the 
Defense Department insisted it  
was more than twice as big as 
really was needed.

However, i t  m ust be confessed, 
the p ic tu re  wasn’t  com plete ly 
perfect. One o f those bum bling  
fools tha t the fore igners lik e  to  
joke about tu rned up in  Laos. 
He was a governm ent aud ito r 
and thought he could poke his 
nose in to  how the  fo re ign  aid 
money was being spent. Our 
men made short s h r ift  o f th is  
fe llow . According to the  Con
gressional repo rt he was “ ra i l
roaded”  out o f Laos because he 
was “ close to d iscovering the 
tru th  about U niversal, its  bribes, 
its v ir tu a l m onopoly o f U.S. aid 
construction projects in  Laos 
and its w oe fu lly  inadequate per
formance.”

A fte r  studying  the Congressi
o n a l findings, a W h ite  House 
press spokesman said the w o rk  
of the Laos aid m ission has been 
“ a signal success.”  A nd  r ig h t ly  
so. I t  was run  in  the Am erican 
Way. —  Herman Chauka

Headlines in Other Lands
British to Free 
Fuchs From Prison

Klaus Fuchs, the B ritis h  scien
tis t who was sentenced to prison 
fo r  ten years on the basis o f a 
“ confession”  in  w h ich  he said 
tha t he had given atom ic secrets 
to the Soviet U n ion , w il l  be 
freed late th is  month. Fuchs, 
who is German-born, lost his 
B ritish  citizenship w ith  his con
v ic tion . A  governm ent spokes
man said tha t on release he w il l  
be free to live  where he wishes.

French Unions 
Cancel Transport 
Strike Call

A n  e ight-hour general trans
port s trike  scheduled fo r June 
15 to break through the French 
governm ent’s wage-freeze fo r 
m ula was called o ff a t the last 
m inute in  the face o f a govern
ment decree tha t s trikers  w ould  
be drafted. S trike  action had 
o rig in a lly  been slated by the 
ra ilroad  unions. Subway and bus 
w orkers and A ir  France ground 
personnel w ere supposed to  jo in  
the action in  a demand fo r  an 
11% wage hike.

Leaders of Communist, Social
ist and C hris tian  unions acted 
together in  ca lling  o ff the action. 
They insisted they  w eren ’t  ca
p itu la ting  to Prem ier Debre’s 
d ra ft th rea t bu t were m erely 
“ suspending”  the strike. In  re 
tu rn  the gove rnm en t' said it  
w ould  discuss wage increases in  
November o r December. The de 
G au llis t regim e has been ho ld
ing down wages on the ra ilroads 
and other nationalized industries 
as an “ exam ple”  fo r  p riva te  in 
dustry.

M aritim e Strike 
Ties Up Italian  
Ships Around Globe

Seven Ita lia n  unions o f m er
chant seamen have tied  up 50 
vessels ca rry ing  some 12,000 pas
sengers in  ports around the 
globe. The unions are demand
ing a 30% increase in  th e ir av
erage m onth ly  pay o f about $104. 
They have rejected offers rang
ing up to a 20% increase and 
have threatened to tie  up the 
en tire  Ita lia n  m erchant fleet i f  
th e ir demands are no t met. Two 
large Ita lia n  line rs  docked in 
New Y o rk  were transferred  to 
Hoboken a fte r s trikers  agreed 
to make w ay fo r U.S. ships 
scheduled to come in to  the New

Y o rk  piers. The Ita lia n  seamen 
voted to move the ships so as 
not to inconvenience Am erican 
seamen and longshoremen.

Gaitskell Vetoes  
M ove to Ban 
H-Bomb Carriers

A  decision by the Am erican 
governm ent to transfer nuclear 
fighter-bom bers from  France to 
English bases drew sharp oppo
s ition from  the B ritis h  people, 
w ith  tw o  m ajor unions demand
ing the planes be barred. Popu
la r sentim ent was su ffic ien tly  
strong th a t 80 Labor members of 
P arliam ent in troduced a m otion 
to the same effect.

However, the M P ’s subse
quen tly  y ie lded to the r ig h t- 
w ing  p a rty  leader Hugh G aits
ke ll. A t  a June 11 m eeting of 
the Labor M P ’s he ta lked  down 
the m otion on the grounds tha t 
B rita in  could no t act u n ila te r
a lly  to  ban the bomb.

This stand is shared by  the 
B ritish  C om m unist P a rty  lead
ership w h ich  seeks to cu rry  
favo r w ith  the Labor P a rty  b u r
eaucracy. A t a recent conference 
o f the E lec trica l Trades Union, 
whose officers support Commu
n is t P a rty  policies, a m otion  be
fore the conference to ca ll fo r 
a h a lt to w o rk  on B ritis h  bases 
fo r  Am erican Thor missiles was 
rejected.

G a itske ll’s dem onstration tha t 
he is s t i l l  in  contro l o f the L a 
bor P a rty ’s P arliam enta ry  con
tingen t was v iewed as hearten
ing  by  o ffic ia l Am erican observ
ers. The June 12 C hris tian  Sci
ence M on ito r reported th a t one 
such observer “ appeared ex
trem e ly  alarmed at discovering 
in London w ha t seemed to be a 
very widespread le ft-w in g  in 
fluence w h ich  he fe lt could be a 
serious weakness in  W estern de
fense.”

Tito Castigates 
Students for 
Demonstrations

Student demonstrations at tw o 
Yugoslav un ivers ities pro test
ing poor food were b itte r ly  a t
tacked by M arshall T ito  as in 
spired by “ outside enemies”  ac
cording to a June 11 C hristian 
Science M o n ito r dispatch. The 
firs t demonstration, in  which 
several thousand students par
tic ipated, occurred in  Zagreb 
May 11. The second demonstra
tion  came sho rtly  a fte rw ard  in

Skoplje, capita l and u n ive rs ity  
center o f Macedonia. In  a M ay 25 
speech to a s tu d e n t group, T ito  
reported ly  conceded th a t fo od 
at the un ivers ities was “ a weak 
po in t”  bu t th a t instead o f dem
onstra ting about i t  the students 
“ could have come to our leaders 
— or even to me —  and the m a t
te r could have been settled.”  The 
M on ito r reports th a t w h ile  l iv in g  
conditions have been im prov ing  
in Yugoslavia, students are kept 
on a rigorous schedule and a 
ve ry  low  food budget.

Hungarian Gov't 
To Slow Down on 
Heavy Industry

A five-year production p lan 
now being draw n up in  H ungary 
w il l  place stress on products 
which requ ire  a greater am ount 
o f labor power and less raw  m a
teria l. Instead o f try in g  to force 
the developm ent o f heavy in 
dustry  in  the face o f scarce in 
dustria l raw  m a te ria l resources, 
emphasis w i l l  be placed on such 
industries as chemicals and fu r 
n itu re . The plan w il l  ru n  from  
1961 th rough 1965.

Greece to Get 
U.S. Atomic Arms

To fu r th e r the atom ic enc ir
clement o f the USSR, the U n ited  
States w il l  soon be sending “ tac
tica l”  atom ic weapons to Greece 
and tra in in g  the arm y o f tha t 
country in  the use o f the new 
weapons. Announcem ent o f the 
p lan was made June 11 by Presi
dent E isenhower who said the 
step was jo in t ly  recommended, 
by the Defense D epartm ent and 
A tom ic Energy Commission.

Japanese Agree  
To North Korean 
Repatriation

The Japanese and N orth  K o 
rean governm ents have a rrived  
at “ v ir tu a l agreement”  on plans 
fo r repa tria tion  o f 600,000 
N orth  Koreans, now  liv in g  in  
Japan, who w ant to re tu rn  
home. The repa tria tion  move 
has been b itte r ly  opposed by 
the d ic ta to ria l regime o f Syngman

 Rhee in South Korea, 
w hich proclaim s itse lf the sole 
a u tho rity  on the fate of Koreans 
N orth  and South. Rhee has 
broken trade agreements w ith  
Japan because o f the repa tria 
tion  agreement and threatens 
th a t i t  could lead to “ overt 
hostilities.”



Letters from Our Readers
Decries Ruin 
O f Polynesians 
By 'Civilization'
Editor:

The last tw o issues of the M i l i 
ta n t have been most insp iring. I 
agree tha t the present Soviet 
leaders ta lk  almost like  the cap
ita lis ts  about H -Bom b destruc
tion, and that, I believe, w on ’t 
make them  ve ry  popular w ith  
the masses o f the w orld .

The ed ito ria l on A b le  and 
Baker was superb, also the rab 
b its ’ wedding. Most of a ll I  liked  
the a rtic le  on the natives of 
Rongelap.

I t  a lw ays' makes me fu rious 
when p rim itiv e  man is explo ited 
in  any way, especially fu rious 
and ind ignant, because I am so 
convinced of his m oral superior
ity .

I  th in k  c iv ilized  man has often 
recognized and adm itted th is  
fact, expressing h im se lf in  such 
phrases as the noble Ind ian  and 
the Polynesian paradise.

I t  seems to me tha t the con
quest and ru in  of the Polynes
ians was one o f the most trag ic 
episodes in  human h is to ry  and 
now  i t  has ce rta in ly  reached a 
hideous c lim ax in  the Pacific 
nuclear tests.

I  am also fu rious at the news 
th a t a group o f W all S treet men 
are going to exp lo it a huge area 
near the Amazon R iver. That 
w i l l  ce rta in ly  ru in  the p rim itiv e  
Indians in  those jungles. I  had 
hoped they m igh t rem ain un 
touched and unspoiled u n til the 
en tire  w o rld  had been b u ilt  up 
along d iffe ren t lines, b u t I  fear 
i t  is not to be.

Belle Montague 
Boston

Jobless W orkers  
Become Regular 
"M ilitant" Readers
Editor:

For the past three months 
w e’ve sold the M ilita n t regu la r
ly  at an unem ploym ent office. 
W ith  few er jobless workers 
than when we began, sales at 
th is  location are not as b risk  as 
they were. B u t several who are 
s t i l l  hun ting  jobs have become 
regu la r readers.

Am ong those who have in d i
cated in terest in  the M ilita n t, a 
few  say tha t they believe in 
socialism although they are not 
a t present a ffilia ted  w ith  any 
organized group.

Last week, fo r  instance, a 
woman to ld me th a t she was 
buying the paper because she’d 
been an active socialist over 40 
years ago when Debs was a 
force in  th is  country.

A  Puerto Rican in his fifties 
said p roud ly  in  Spanish, as he 
dug down fo r a n icke l and 
enough pennies to pay fo r  a 
copy, “ I ’m  a socialist.”

A  young woman stopped 
when she heard me say that 
the paper is fo r a labor party 
and paid fo r  a copy w ith  a 
Canadian quarter.

The most rew ard ing  recent 
experience was a ta lk  w ith  a 
Negro youth who had p re v i
ously displayed h o s tility . He 
to ld  me last week tha t his ex
perience w ith  radical groups 
had le ft h im  w ith  the feeling 
tha t a ll they were concerned 
w ith  was how they could use 
the Negro people.

He asked w hy our headlines 
were about Negroes and wanted 
to know w hat we were after.

When I said tha t we believed 
tha t both w h ite  and Negro 
workers stood to gain fro m  in 
tegration, he replied tha t he 
could agree w ith  that. B u t w ha t 
did we w ant from  Negroes?

I  explained th a t we were in  
favo r of the mass organizations 
of both Negro and w h ite  w o rk 
ers getting together' to organize 
a labor pa rly .

I doubt tha t such a b rie f 
conversation w ould lead h im  to 
change his m ind, b u t in any 
case he s e e m e d  interested 
enough to investigate w ha t the 
M ilita n t had to say, fo r he took 
the paper w hich I had offered 
him.

P. R.
New York

Sees No Hope 
For Labor in 
Democratic Party
Editor:

This w r ite r  although a l ife 
tim e socialist, hoped to enter 
the Democratic P arty  and cam
paign fo r  social security.

A fte r w asting years, and pre
cious ones, at that, I  learned 
much of machine politics. I 
learned how men like  Johnson 
or R ayburn contro l the party  
and q u ick ly  force any socially 
m inded enthusiast to  conform. 
N onconform ity costs the elected 
po litic ians his comm ittee as
signment and any patronage he 
m igh t have fo r his congression
al d is tric t, 01'  i f  a Senator, many 
priv ileges fo r his state.

And the present labor leaders 
go along w ith  a ll th is ! Is it  the 
hope of these labor leaders tha t 
by the ir conc ilia to ry  action they 
may achieve po litica l office? 
A re they using the labor move
ment to fu r th e r th e ir own p o li
tica l ambitions?

Now we have the spectacle 
of g lib  labor “ statesmen”  like  
Reuther, Mazey and Dubinsky, 
p laying in to  the hands of la 
b o r’s trad itiona l enemies to the 
loss of many benefits, fought 
fo r by Debs, Haywood, St. John 
and the many m artyrs of labor. 
The present labor leaders also 
play along w ith  the w itch  hunt. 
W eren’t the Palm er raids a fte r 
the -first w o rld  w ar, and the 
FB I raids of the second w orld  
war enough?

Look at ou r c a s u a l i t i e s  
brought on by professional 
po litic ians over a period of 25 
years, and more to fo llow .

Can these labor po litic ians be 
b lind  to the legal m urder of the 
Rosenbergs, to the Sobell ease 
and others?

W hat a sorry spectacle are 
these alleged leaders of organ
ized labor. W on’t they ever 
learn? O r do they have one 
single spark of class conscious
ness le ft  in  them?

The only solution you r w r i t 
er can see is to tu rn  our backs 
on the Democratic politic ians 
and start im m edia te ly  tow ard 
fo rm ing  a labor pa rty  based on 
the rank  and file  of w orkers 
and the complete e lim ina tion  
of said leaders.

P. D.
Detroit

Urges Nations 
O f Africa, Asia 
Keep Own Religion
Editor:

According to - W illia m  Jen
nings Bryan, the Jews gave the 
C hris tian  w o rld  its greatest h e ri
tage. In  exchange fo r th is  p rice
less heritage, peculiar as i t  may 
seem, the Christians v is ited a 
series o f persecutions on the 
Jews unequaled in  the annals of 
h istory.

This, I  suppose, is the qua lity  
of the brotherhood of man that 
n a tu ra lly  manifests itse lf a fte r 
complete conversion to the B i
ble’s precepts.

I  suggest to the Asian and A f 
rican nations tha t they keep the 
gods they ’ve got, i f  they need' 
any. L e t the w h ite  man learn to 
practice his own fa ith .

T. L.
Dallas
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N. Y. Hospital 
Union Blocks 
Injunction

Notes in the News
TROOPER K IL L S  COAL STRIKER —  A

K en tucky  state trooper shot and k ille d  Bobby 
Jenkins, Jr., a s tr ik in g  m iner in  the Hazard 
coal fields June 5. A u tho rities  said the trooper’s 
v ic tim  was among a group o f snipers tha t had 
fired at a truck  runn ing  coal ou t of a scab- 
operated mine. The U nited M ine W orkers have 
been on s tr ike  in  the surface mines and coal 
ramps in  the area since March 9 when the 
operators refused to s ig n . a new contract. 
Jenkins’ death was the th ird  of the strike.

*  *  *

OHIO D EPUTIES IN D IC TE D  — A cting  un 
der federa l c iv il r igh ts  statutes, the Justice 
Departm ent has won the ind ic tm ent o f nine 
present and fo rm er deputies in the M ontgom ery, 
Ohio, sheriff’s office on charges o f m istrea ting  
persons in  th e ir  custody. The ind ic tm ent 
charges the use o f physical b ru ta lity  to  obtain 
confessions and “ fo r the purpose of adm in is te r
ing  summ ary punishm ent.”  O ther charges in 
clude u n law fu l arrests and detentions.

m *  *

CON GAME EDISON —  Last m onth the 
Consolidated Edison Company o f N ew Y ork  
purchased the c ity ’s subway power plants at 
a frac tion  o f th e ir value to sell power back to 
the subways at regu lar comm ercial rates. Now 
the state Pub lic  Service Commission has acted 
to make sure the modest outlay invo lved w il l  
no t be a stra in on the g ian t u t i l i ty  monopoly. 
W ith o u t a pub lic  hearing, the commission 
voted June 11 to pe rm it Con Edison to h ike 
its  m in im um  m on th ly  rate from  $1.00 to $1.25. 
The increase w il l  b ring  in  an estimated $700,000 
a m onth w hich should pay fo r the power plants 
in  about ten years.

*  » *

M IL K  R A D IO A C TIV IT Y  INCREASES —
The level of ra d io a c tiv ity  in m ilk  increased in 
the  month of March in  a ll bu t tw o o f ten 
sam pling stations, the P ub lic  H ealth Service 
reported June 12. H ighest reading fo r the m onth 
was in  St. Louis. The cancer-breeding ir ra d ia 
tio n  o f m ilk  is due to nuclear tests. The gov
ernm ent said tha t despite the latest increase, 
the leve l is s t i l l  w ith in  so-called “ perm issible”  
lim its .

•  •  *

ELECTION LA W  REFORM FAVORED —
The great m a jo rity  of those in te rv iew ed by the 
G allup P o ll favo r im provem ent o f election laws 
so tha t m ore people can vote. According to 
find ings released June 14, a proposal to provide 
absentee ballots fo r sick persons was favored 
b y  87% o f those polled. Absentee ballots fo r 
business travelers was favored by 79%. A  pro
posal fo r a un ifo rm  s ix-m onth residence requ ire 
m ent in  a ll states was favored by, 72%. A n  
Am erican H eritage Foundation Report found 
tha t 40 m illio n  people did not vote in  the 1956
Presidentia l elections even though they were
o f vo ting  age. The foundation estimates tha t 
w e ll over ha lf d idn ’t vote because they were 
d isqualified or seriously discouraged by s tr in 
gent election laws.

*  *  *

ELEVEN  V IR G IN IA  STUDENTS TO BE 
IN TEG R A TED  —  School offic ia ls in C harlottes
v ille , Va., assigned 11 o f 12 Negro applicants 
to p rev iously a ll-w h ite  schools June 12. N ine of 
the 11 had won in tegra tion  orders from  a fed 

eral judge. The re jection of the 12th applica
tion  was a llegedly because of a physical defect.* * .

TO IN V ES TIG A TE  L O U IS IA N A  VOTE
BAN —  The C iv il R ights Commission has an
nounced i t  w il l  hold pub lic  hearings in  Shreve
port, La., beginning Ju ly  13 on charges tha t 
Negroes are barred from  vo ting  in  the n o rth 
eastern part o f the state. The commission says 
i t  has 68 sw orn com plaints from  nine counties. 
Louisiana officia ls have refused the commission
perm ission to examine vo ting  records.

* * *
PA N -FR IED  TE X A N  — Backers of Senator 

Lyndon Johnson fo r the Democratic presidentia l 
nom ination have decided he is a Westerner, not 
a Southerner. They take the position that there 
is a lin e  through his home state w h ich  divides 
Texans who are Southerners and those who are
Westerners. Those who are Southerners eat
hom iny g rits  w ith  th e ir ham and eggs w h ile  
the Westerners expect pan-fried  potatoes. John
son, they contend, was reared in  pan-fried 
country.

* * *
SO VIET M E D IC A L D EVICES LICENSED

— The Rand Developm ent Corporation of 
Cleveland has signed an agreement w ith  the 
Soviet governm ent tha t m ay lead to the manu
facture in  th is country o f Soviet medical in 
strum ents fa r in  advance o f those used here. 
The most im portan t o f these is a stapling in 
strum ent w hich e lim inates tim e-consum ing 
hand sewing of stitches. W ith  th is device, a 
stomach rem oval which no rm a lly  take tw o and 
a h a lf hours can be done in 40 minutes. A  Rand 
spokesman said tha t the instrum ent had enabled 
Soviet surgeons to restore a leg lost by a 
man run  over by a street car and an arm lost 
by a woman in  a machine accident. A  U. S. 
physician who has seen the new devices said, 
“ Wc w ould  be foo lish ”  no t to use thorn. He 
said they could contribu te  much “ in .reducing 
the tim e o f operations, reducing m o rta lity  and
s im p lify in g  surgical procedures.”

* * *
SHAKEUP IN  BLUE CROSS — New York 

hospital adm inistrators, who control the board 
o f the B lue Cross hospital insurance plan, are 
reported ly  getting ready to dump Charles G ar-' 
side, chairm an and president. Hospita l spokes
men are said to be irked by Garside’s opposition 
to w idening the benefits offered subscribers. 
Labor and com m unity organizations have long 
pushed fo r expansion of benefits w hich are 
now apparently also favored by the hospitals 
because i t  w ould increase the ir patronage. Hos
p ita l spokesmen concede tha t benefits could be 
added w ith o u t increasing rates i f  adm in is tra tive  
expenses were cut. B u t they jo ined Garside in 
pushing fo r a new rate h ike last month and are 
demanding increased payments fo r the care 
they give.

* * *
SUBSTITUTE ROD FOR SOCIAL SER

VICES —  John H ill,  presid ing judge of the 
New Y ork  Domestic Relations Court, says the 
increase in  ju ve n ile  delinquency is due to the 
decline in  spankings. He also noted, however, 
tha t the staff o f his court has increased 35 per 
cent in  recent years w h ile  the w ork load has 
increased 70 per cent. He said his staff mem
bers are underpaid as w e ll as overworked.

NEW  YORK, June 17 —  W ith  
an important anti-injunction vic
tory under their belts,, 3,000 
striking hospital workers have 
finally compelled the Greater 
New York Hospital Association 
to begin negotiating on their de
mand for union recognition.

The breakthrough came, a fte r 
State Supreme C ourt Justice 
H enry Epstein ru led  June 12 
that the s trike  was “ a bona 
fide labor d ispute”  and denied 
the application o f five struck 
hospitals fo r a perm anent in 
junction. He found “ an echo of 
the nineteenth cen tu ry”  in  the 
hospitals’ refusal to recognize 
the s tr ik in g  union, Local 1199 
o f the R eta il D rug Employes.

The workers, who had been 
getting  wages of $32 and $38 a 
week, w alked out of s ix vo lu n 
ta ry  hospitals May 8. The strike  
was extended to a seventh hos
p ita l June 5. H ospita l spokes
men o rig in a lly  insisted they 
w ould not budge in  th e ir oppo
sition to any fo rm  of union rec
ognition. '

B u t a fte r th e ir court setback, 
the hospitals began considering 
a settlem ent fo rm u la  pu t fo r 
ward by M ayor W agner’s special 
mediation panel. The fo rm ula  
includes uno ffic ia l union recog
n itio n  and a very flim sy g rie v 
ance procedure. The union has 
accepted the fo rm u la  as a “ basis 
fo r negotiations.”

Barga ining is now  being car
ried on through the m ayor’s o f
fice. A  hospital spokesman said 
last n igh t, tha t “ progress has 
been made”  and tha t a settle 
ment is “ possible.”

In fo rm ation  l e a k i n g  from  
w ith in  the hospital association, 
w hich represents 81 vo lun ta ry  
hospitals, indicates th a t the 
struck ins titu tions  have been 
ready to settle b u t have been 
held back by the rest of the as
sociation. The union has re 
sponded w ith  s tr ike  votes at 
other hospitals and is prepared 
to extend the w a lkou t i f  oppo
sition to a settlem ent persists 

I f  the union wins, it w ill be 
due to the magnificent solidarity 
of the strikers and the support 
they have won from the rest of 
the labor movement. Mediation 
moves of the "pro-labor" mayor 
have been designed solely to end 
the strike without regard for the 
just demands of the workers. 
Meanwhile his cops have bru
tally assaulted pickets and as of 
last week had arrested 46 of 
them for alleged assault or dis
orderly conduct.

Last week, 50 club-sw ing ing 
cops plowed in to  a peaceful dem
onstration at one o f the hos
pitals. This shocking act of a n ti
labor violence sparked renewed 
union aid to the strike. F o llo w 
ing  the assault, 4,000 members 
o f Local 3, In te rna tiona l B ro th 
erhood of E lectrica l W orkers 
voted to contribu te  a do lla r 
apiece w eekly to the s trike  plus 
$5,000 a week from  th e ir treas
ury.

"CLASS OF '59"

. . . 5 Seek Mercy
(Continued from Page 1)

convictions is some progress.”  
W hile  he opposes the death pen
a lty  in  general and favors a t
tempts to abolish i t  in  F lorida, 
he says the mercy recommenda
tion  in  the Tallahassee tr ia l 
stemmed more from  racia l con
sideration than true  feelings of 
mercy. “ Had the races been re 
versed in th is  case,”  he said, “ I 
do not believe there w ould have 
been any mercy recommended.”

'EXC ELLEN T RECORD'

Rev. A. J. Reddick, fo rm er 
head of the F lo rida  Conference 
o f N AAC P branches, who re 
cently moved to a parish in  T a l
lahassee, commented on the ve r
d ict: “ F lorida has m ainta ined an 
excellent record of no t veering 
from  its  pa tte rn  of never exe
cuting a w h ite  fo r the rape of 
a Negro. I  believe tha t i f  i t  had 
been the other w ay around [in  
th is case] the Negroes w ould 
have been given the m axim um  
penalty.”  Rev. A. L. Low ry , 
present head o f the F lorida 
N AAC P, to ld  reporters tha t N e
groes were “ a l it t le  b it disap
pointed tha t not even one de
fendant received capita l pun
ishment.”  “ Even though Negroes 
may not lik e  the ve rd ic t,”  he 
continued, “ we must concede 
tha t i t  is a step fo rw a rd .”

That the co-ed’s attackers 
were arrested was a fo rtunate  
accident. This was the w o rk  of 
a pa rt-tim e  'depu ty  sheriff who 
had bu t recently been added to 
the police force. S ingle-handedly 
he tracked down the assailants, 
disarmed and arrested them thus 
rescuing the Negro co-ed. Had 
he been a regular, seasoned 
Southern cop i t  is lik e ly  tha t no 
arrests w ould have been made.

That the men were brought to 
tr ia l and the case brought to 
in te rna tiona l w o rld  a ttention re 
sulted from  the m ilita n t actions 
o f the co-ed’s college classmates 
and the Negro townspeople of 
Tallahassee. Im m ed ia te ly  after 
the crim e the Negro students of 
F lorida A g ric u ltu ra l and Me
chanical U n i v e r s i t y ,  staged 
strikes and demonstrations de
m anding equal justice. Though 
authorities c o m p l i e d  w ith  
p rom pt indictm ents, the tr ia l 
was ca re fu lly  postponed t i l l  tw o 
days a fte r the college recessed 
fo r summer vacation. But  t he 
Negro townspeople kept up the 
pressure. The courtroom was 
packed by Negro spectators at 
every stage of the pre-trial pro
ceedings. During the trial this 
pressure was manifested not 
only by a jampacked Jim Crow 
gallery inside the court but by 
as many as 1,500 Negroes in the 
corridors and around the court
house:

Demands tha t F lo rida  spare 
the lives o f Ralph W illiam s, 
Samuel Odom, W illia m  C ity  and 
John Paul, should be addressed 
to Gov. Leroy Collins, State P ar
don Board, Tallahassee, F lorida.

Medical Society 
Backs Down on 
Group Health

By Gordon Bailey
Faced by g row ing  pub lic  demand fo r adequate m edi

cal care' the Am erican M edical Association has retreated 
a step in  its  long-standing opposition to group health  
plans. A t its  nationa l convention

'CONSERVATION' CORPS
A  B ill to set up a new ve r

sion of the C iv ilia n  Conserva
tion Corps of depression- days 
has been approved by a ma
jo r ity  of a Senate Labor sub
committee. I t  is supposed to 
take unemployed youth off the 
streets. The Corps w ould  en
ro ll 150,000 young men between 
16 and 21 fo r labor on conser
vation, fo res try  and recreation 
projects. Adm in istered by . the 
Labor Departm ent, the Corps 
w ould pay the young workers 
from  $60 to $90 a month.

Jobless Total Drops in May 
But Stays High in 232 Areas

Although employment picked 
up in most parts of the country, 
according to April figures re
leased by the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, 232 communities re
main areas of substantial unem
ployment, where over 8% of the 
workers are jobless.

According to governm ent fig 
ures, unem ploym ent d r o p p e d  
735,000 in A p ril, bu t 3.6 m illio n  
s t i l l  rem ain w ith o u t jobs. A n 
other 2.3 m illio n  worked less 
than 35 hours a week because 
they could not find fu ll- t im e  
jobs.

IM PA C T OF TECHNOLOGY

The technological character of 
much of today’s unem ploym ent 
is revealed by the fact tha t to ta l 
na tiona l ou tpu t rose nearly 10% 
in the past year w h ile  non-farm  
em ploym ent i n c r e a s e d  only 
about 3%. In  the face of ris ing 
production national unem ploy
m ent dropped on ly  from  5.8% 
in  March 1959 to 5.3% in  A p ril, 
according to the A FL-C IO  eco
nomic newsletter. This contrasts 
w ith  4.3% a year a fte r the 1954 
recession.

N early  1.4 m illio n  jobless have 
been out o f w o rk  fo r 15 weeks 
or more, ind ica ting  tha t they are 
not m erely tem pora rily  between 
jobs, bu t are find ing  i t  impos
sible to obta in  w ork.

Unemployment is not spread 
Evenly over the nation but is 
concentrated in ten major in
dustrial states: New York, Penn
sylvania, California. Michigan, 
Ohio, Illinois, New Jersey, Mas
sachusetts, Indiana, and Texas.

While unemployment has im 
proved in most large industrial 
towns, a number of smaller fac
tory communities are actually 
worse off today than they were 
a year ago. The Bureau of Labor 
Statistics says there were 161 
smaller factory towns with sub
stantial unemployment in May 
1958 and 172 in May of this year.

In  one area — F lin t, M ich. — 
unem ploym ent rose in  M ay from  
8% to 9%. The auto plants there 
la id  o ff w orkers even though this 
is the busy season in  the plants.

Negro w orkers and youth  are 
the hardest h it  by continu ing 
unemployment. Seven hundred 
thousand Negro w orkers are s ti l l

unemployed. The ra tio  of Negro 
jobless to Negro employed is 
tw ice  as high as the ra tio  of 
w h ite  jobless to w h ite  employed.

So serious is unem ploym ent 
among young people under 20 
th a t Congress is considering a 
b ill to rev ive  the C iv ilia n  Con
servation Corps w hich the “ New 
Deal”  created as an emergency 
job measure in the 1930’s.

In  m aking these statistics pub
lic , Secretary of Labor M itche ll 
confessed tha t “ the economy in 
general is m aking a sustained 
and vigorous recovery b u t there 
rem ain people and places w hich 
are not sharing in  tha t general 
p rosperity .”

in  A tla n tic  C ity  June 20 the 
A M A  voted to seek closer co-op
eration* w ith  “ c l o s e d  panel 
plans”  fo r health insurance. 
These are programs under w hich 
partic ipants are treated by a 
group or panel o f physicians 
usually operating through a c lin 
ic or hospital.

Up to now, the A M A  has op
posed such cooperative practice 
of medicine, c la im ing  th a t the 
patient has no free choice of doc
tors and th a t the “ sacred patient-doctor

 re la tionsh ip ”  is de
stroyed. The A M A  has approved 
only those insurance plans, such 
as B lue Shield, tha t pay a fixed 
sum fo r trea tm ent and leave it  
to the patien t to find his own 
physician. The patien t then must 
pay w hatever the doctor charges.

However the success and rap 
id g row th  o f closed-panel plans 
has forced the A M A  to recon
sider its position. A bout 150 pre
paid medical panel plans are 
now in effect trea ting  some 5>/2 
m illio n  people.

The largest of these is run  by 
the U nited M ine W orkers’ W e l
fare and R etirem ent Fund w hich 
serves its one m illio n  members 
in ten hospitals adm inistered by 
the M iners ’ organization. Again, 
Permanente on the West Coast, 
set up du ring  the w a r by the 
Kaiser Foundation, serves the 
medical needs o f 570,000 people 
through 40 clinic's and eleven 
hospitals. In  New Y ork  the Hos
p ita l Insurance P lan (H IP ) p ro 
vides s im ila r group medical 
care.

The advantages of co-opera
tive  practice of m edicine over 
the free enterprise p h y s ician 
w o rk ing  alone in  his own office 
is s im ila r to the superio rity  of 
modern indus try  a ve r  the old 
handicrafts. The score or more 
medical specialists needed today 
can now be grouped under one 
roof, and they can share use of 
X-ray machines, cardiographs 
and other expensive equipment, 
instead of having them dupli
cated in every doctor's private 
office.

The greater efficiency o f group 
medical practice is indicated by 
a survey of New Y o rk ’s H IP  sub
scribers reported in  the June 11 
W all Street Journal. Patients do 
not have to run  a ll over tow n 
from  one specialist to  another, 
bu t find as m any as 17 specialists 
and general p ractitioners in  a 
single c lin ic. Since they do not 
have to pay the usual $5 or $10 
fee fo r each office v is it they are 
more lik e ly  to  seek medical a t
tention before ailments' become 
serious.

The resu lt o f such preventive 
medical- care is tha t H IP  par
tic ipants requ ire  20% less hos
p ita liza tion  than B lue Shield 
members, according to the su r
vey.1

The A M A  has opposed such 
group plans because the doctors 
w ork as employes o f the clinics 
instead of practic ing  in  the ir 
own offices as medical business 
men. They have claimed tha t 
group practice rendered an in 
fe r io r grade o f medical care 
compared w ith  free-enterprise 
fa m ily  physicians.

H owever a survey conducted 
by the A M A  in  1954 concluded 
tha t co-operative medical care 
is as good as th a t in  p riva te  
practice, and fo r lower-incom e 
groups c lin ica l care is superior 
to anyth ing  they could o the r
wise afford.

The A M A  decision to stop 
figh ting  the group health plans 
was m otivated hot only by tile  
steady grow th  of such programs

Moses vs. Bard 
-  Court Chooses 
Shakespeare

NEW  YO R K, June 17 — 
New Yorkers ba ttling  fo r free 
Shakespeare performances in  
Central Park won a v ic to ry  in  
the Appe lla te  D iv is ion  o f the 
State Supreme C ourt here to 
day. Heated controversy over 
the r ig h t of the c ity ’s res i
dents to free cu ltu ra l en ter
ta inm ent resulted from  Park 
Commissioner Robert Moses’ 
A p r il decree tha t the Shakes
peare Festiva l charge adm is
sion or be banned from  the 
park. Moses answered expres
sions o f pub lic  ind igna tion  by 
a red-ba iting  a ttack upon 
Festival p r o d u c e r  Joseph 
Pa pp.

Reversing an ea rlie r Su
preme C ourt ru lin g , the A p 
pellate C ourt unanim ously 
declared tha t Moses “ vio lated 
the pu b lic ’s park r ig h ts ”  and 
his order was “ a rb itra ry  and 
capricious.”

but also by fea r th a t too r ig id  
an opposition w ou ld  lead to in 
creasing demands fo r govern
ment-supported c e n t r a l i z e d  
health care.

Previous to the A M A  conven
tion, Dr. Norton S. Brown, Presi
dent of the New York County 
Medical Society, said, "There is 
an over-all drift in society today 
which w ill mean greater and 
greater governmental support of 
our educational, research and 
custodial operations . . .  It  is my 
conviction that organized medi
cine w ill not be able to hold 
back the tide."

Some sections o f the A M A , 
however, are s ti l l  a ttem pting  to 
hold back the tide. The pow er
fu l New Y o rk  M edical Society 
continues to oppose group plans 
and so does the Colorado So
c ie ty  w h ich  has refused m em 
bership to doctors enrolled in 
the M ine W orkers’ panel.

B u t these are essentially rea r
guard actions, in  a losing fight. 
By adm itting  tha t group medical 
care is as good as th a t fu rn ished 
by the o ld-style fa m ily  physic
ian, Afree-enterpris ing”  doctors 
have y ie lded th e ir m ain lin e  of 
defense; the prem ium  pu t on the 
special doctor-patient relation-: 
ship supposedly obtainable on ly  
under ind iv idua l, p riva te  m edi
cal practice. W ith  th is  admis
sion th e ir m ain argum ent against 
socialized m edicine collapses.

When the p rinc ip le  o f group 
m edical care is accepted, the 
way is opened to bu ild ing  a real 
nationw ide m edical insurance 
plan tha t w ou ld  embrace no t 
ju s t a few  m illio n s  b u t every 
man, woman and ch ild  in  the 
U.S. Along with several other 
countries, England has such a 
plan —  the government-sponsor
ed National Health Insurance 
system enacted by the Labor 
Party in 1945. It  has been so suc
cessful that even the Tories have 
not dared to abolish it.


