
Radio-TV  "Equal Time" Rule Imperiled

C o m m un ica tions  A c t.
R epub lican  and D em ocra tic  

leaders have jo in e d  w ith  the  
broadcas ting  in d u s try  and the 
FCC its e lf in  a C ongressional 
d r iv e  to d e p rive  independent 
and m in o r p a r ty  candidates o f 
th e ir  p resen t m in im u m  access 
to  T V  and rad io  and assure the  
m a jo r pa rties  a to ta l m onopo ly  
o f these channels to  the  pub lic .

T he barrage a g a i n s t  the 
e q u a l-t im e  re g u la tio n  is cen te r­
ed a round a recent FCC ru lin g  
in  fa v o r  o f L a r  D a ly , a ca n d i­
da te  fo r  M a y o r o f Chicago in  
1958 w h o  dem anded T V  tim e  
on the  basis o f severa l appear-

guise of a news program it 
must give equal lim e to his op­
ponents.

There is s trong  evidence, h o w ­
ever, th a t the  FCC regarded the 
D a ly  case as a w eak one, de­
lib e ra te ly  selected it  fo r  its  long 
ove rdue decis ion and the n  e lab ­
o ra ted its  r u l in g  in  o rd e r to 
ho ld  the  la w  its e lf up  to p u b lic  
r id ic u le .

Backed up b y  the  m a n u fa c t­
u red  “ fu ro r ”  a round the  D a ly  
decision, House and Senate 
com m ittees w i l l  soon re p o rt ou t 
a n ti-e q u a l- tim e  b ills . A m ong  
others, S ena to r H o lla n d  (D -F la .) 
and Rep. C u n n in g h a m  (R -N eb.)

ances by  th e  in cu m b e n t on news '• have in tro du ced  am endm ents to 
program s. N ew s accounts and Section 315 o f the  F edera l Com - 
in d ig n a n t e d ito r ia ls  have a l - ! m un ica tions  A c t to exem pt 
m ost u n iv e rs a lly  presented the news broadcasts fro m  the sec-
r u l in g  as a decision th a t b ro a d ­
casters m ust now  assume the  
“ im poss ib le ”  task o f p ro v id in g  
equal news coverage to  a l l can­
d idates.

But Ihe FCC m erely did in 
ihe D a ly  case w hat it should 
have done a long tim e ago. I t  
ruled that when a station gives 
a candidate free tim e in the

t io n ’s e q u a l-t im e  p ro v iso  and 
to  p e rm it  the  broadcasters ra th ­
e r tha n  the  FC C  to de te rm in e  
w h a t cons titu tes  a newscast.

A n  even m ore sw eep ing a t­
tack  on equa l t im e  is con ta ined 
in  a b i l l  in tro d u ce d  b y  Senator 
Vance H a rtk e , an In d ia n a  D em ­
ocra t w ho  is be ing sho rt-ch an g ­
ed i f  he is n ’t  on the  broadcast­
ers’ p a y ro ll.

A m on g  o th e r th in gs , h is  b i l l  
w o u ld  deny equfel tim e  to pres­
id e n tia l and v ice -p re s id e n tia l 
candidates w ho  po lled  less than  
fo u r  pe r cent o f the  p o p u la r 
vote in  the  p rev ious  e lec tion  or 
file d  n o m in a tin g  p e tit io n s  re p ­
resen ting  less than  one per cent 
o f the  vo te  in  the  p re v io us  e lec­
tion . A p p ro x im a te ly  62 m il lio n  
votes w ere  cast in  1956.

In  addition to newscasts, 
H artke  would also exem pt 
"bona tide news documentary, 
panel discussion, debate or sim ­
ila r type program." Judgement 
of w hat is "bona fide" would  
rest w ith  the broadcasters.

H earings  on the  va riou s  b ills  
w ere  com p le ted in  the  Senate 
C o m m un ica tions  S ubcom m ittee  
June  25. (See ex trac ts  fro m  
te s tim o n y  b y  W ill ia m  A . P rice  
o f the  N e w  Y o rk  U n ite d  In d e ­
penden t - S oc ia lis t C om m ittee  
page 4.) T he  House C om ­
m erce com m ittee  opened its  
hearings yeste rday.

A t  these hearings, the  b ro a d ­
casters and o th e r opponents of 
equa l t im e  g le e fu lly  f la y e d  the  
D a ly  decis ion w ith  h y p o c r it ic a l 
c la im s th a t i t  means an end to 
ra d io  and T V  coverage o f elec- 

(Continued on Page 4)

500 cops a rm ed w i th  sub -m a­
ch ine  guns, re vo lve rs  and clubs 
and the  23,000 unarm ed  A f r i ­
cans in  Cato M a n o r e ru p ted  
w h en  the  po lice  swooped dow n 
on the  area to  des troy  hom e­
m ade s t ills  opera ted by  the 
w om en the re  to  add a fe w  cents 
to  th e ir  substandard  incomes. 
The  in fu r ia te d  w om en respond­
ed to  the  po lice  action  by  
m a rc h in g  fea rless ly  to  shu t 
d o w n  s ta te-opera ted beer ha lls . 
F iv e  A fr ic a n  m en w ere  k il le d  
b y  the  po lice  and 24 A fr ic a n  
m en and w om en in ju re d .

The  m ove to  destroy  the  s t ills  
was ju s t one in ju r y  too m any 
to  the  people o f Cato M an o r 
w h o  have long  su ffe red  hunger, 
disease and b ru ta l repressions 
as a re s u lt o f ty ra n n ic a l w h ite  
ru le .

A V E R A G E  W A G E

P o v e rty  is genera l in  Cato 
M anor. The average wage is 
less than  $10 a w eek. A  c o n tin ­
u in g  rise  in  the  cost o f l iv in g  
has reduced the people to ne a r­
s ta rv a tio n  levels.

A lth o u g h  repo rts  o f the po lice  
assault a t Cato M a n o r in  the  
m a jo r  A m e rica n  da ilies  are p re ­
ju d ic e d  against the  Negroes, l i v ­
in g  con d itio n s  a t Cato M an o r 
are so shock ing  th a t the  m ost 
biased correspondent cou ld  no t 
h e lp  b u t re p o r t some o f the 
facts.

The people o f Cato M anor 
“ liv e  in  crow ded squa lo r,”  re ­
po rted  the June 22 N e w  Y o rk  
T im es. “ T h e ir  shacks are o f t in  
and tied  tog e the r w ith  w ire . 
Refuse li t te rs  the  streets and 
a stench hangs ove r the  area.

“ A fr ic a n  w om en scream  a t 
th e ir  c h ild re n  as th e y  tend th e ir  
cook ing  pots. T he  c h ild re n , 
them selves, naked o r  h a lfm a k -  
cd, are o ften  r ic k e ty - le g g e d  and 
p o t-b e llie d . T he re  is l i t t le  fo r  
th e m  to  eat. T ube rcu los is  is 
r ife .

“ T h is  p o v e rty  was a t the  
h e a rt o f the r io tin g . . .”

In  a s im ila r  ve in , the  June 23 
N e w  Y o rk  H e ra ld -T r ib u n e  re ­
po rte d : “ T he  Cato M a n o r e ru p ­
tio n  . . . shows th a t m any o f 
the  u rban ized  A fr ic a n s  have 
been d r iv e n  to  extrem es o f fru s ­
tra t io n  and a g g ra va tion— p a r tly  
fro m  causes o f th e ir  ow n  m a k ­
ing, la rg e ly  fro m  the in jus tice s  
o f the  w h ite -d o m in a te d  ra c ia l 
caste system  w h ic h  pervades 
S ou th  A fr ic a .”

“ A lth o u g h  i t  was the  des truc­
t io n  o f th e ir  i l l i c i t  l iq u o r  s t ills  
th a t angered some o f the  w o m ­
en in to  s ta r t in g  the  r io ts , th is  is 
b u t one o f dozens o f A fr ic a n  
grievances. . . .

“ The d is a b ilit ie s  fro m  w h ich  
those in  Cato M a n o r su ffe r u n ­
der S ou th  A fr ic a n  la w  are m u l­
titu d in o u s . H ere  are ju s t  a few  
o f them :

“ A fr ic a n s  in  the  ‘ lo ca tions ’ 
can ow n th e ir  ow n shacks b u t 
canno t ow n the la nd  on w h ic h  
the  shacks stand. T he re  is no 
p riv a c y . P o lice  can e n te r th e ir  
prem ises day o r  n ig h t, w ith o u t 
a w a rra n t.

“ E v e ry  m ale A fr ic a n  m us t be 
in  possession o f a ‘re ference 
book ’ co n ta in in g  h is  personal 
record  and creden tia ls . To be 
caugh t w ith o u t i t  means arrest. 
T h is  ‘pass’ system  is be ing  g ra d ­
u a lly  ex tended to  w om en, caus­
in g  considerab le  resentm ent. . .”  

The extent of this "resent­
m ent" is described in the New  
Y o rk  Times dispatch. "No w hite  
ventures into Cato M anor on 
foot at night. Even during the 
day, the deeper a w hite gets 
into the area the more sullenly  
and grudgingly do the Africans  
make w ay for him . The police 
w arn whites who are driving  
that if  by chance they are in ­
volved in an accident, or knock 
anybody down, they must not 
stop, but should report the ac­
cident to the nearest police 
station."

Two Parties Knife Hopes 
For Stiff Civil Rights Law

Biggest Boondoggle

Bomarc 1M -99A missiles ro ll down assembly line at the Boeing Pilotless A irc ra ft Division  
Plant in  Seattle. The Bomarc program, estim ated at $7J/ 2 b illion , has been scored in  Congress 
as a "b illion  dollar boondoggle" put over by high-pressure salesmanship. (See story page 3.)

Supreme Court Deals Rebuff 
To Witch Hunt in Industry

The U.S. Supreme Court, 8 to 
1, on June 29 declared the fed­
eral government's w itch-hunt 
program against three m illion  
industrial workers illegal. U n ­
fortunately the basis of the ru l­
ing is technical rather than con­
stitutional, so that a redrafted  
" loyalty" order by Eisenhower 
or a new  law  by Congress, 
couched in different terms but 
achieving the same end, may 
subsequently be accepted by the 
high court.

A  ra y  o f hope th a t th e  c o u rt 
m ay la te r  adhere  to  th e  B i l l  o f 
R igh ts  is seen by  some people in  
the fa c t th a t f iv e  jus tices  jo in e d  
in  an op in io n  im p ly in g  th a t the 
w h o le  p rocedure  o f f ir in g  em ­
ployes on secret denunc ia tions  
w o u ld  be u n c o n s titu to n a l a n y ­
how . B u t these fine  w o rds  count 
fo r  n o th in g  now . The le ga l con­
te n t o f the  p resen t decis ion is 
th a t n e ith e r Congress n o r the 
P res iden t au tho rized  those ru n ­
n in g  the  p ro g ra m  to  deny  v ic ­
t im s  th e  r ig h t  to  c o n fro n t and 
cross-exam ine th e ir  accusers. 
S ince bo th  Congress and E isen­
ho w e r are no to rio us  suppo rte rs

o f such procedure, the  specific 
a u th o riz a tio n  m ay  be expected 
fo r th w ith .

T he  N. Y . T im es d ispa tch  o f 
June  29 e xp la ins : “ T h is  c o n s ti­
tu t io n a l ques tion  has been 
pressed on the  c o u rt fo r  a dec­
ade, b u t i t  has avo ided th e  issue 
by  dec id ing  eve ry  case on some 
o th e r g round . T he  co u rt d id  so 
aga in  tod ay  . . .”  In  th e  ten  
years the  c o u rt has dodged the 
issue, thousands o f w o rk e rs  in  
p lan ts  w ith  defense o rders  have 
been fired , harassed and in t im i­
da ted; m oreover-, th e  F B I has 
been p e rm itte d  to  set up  a n e t­
w o rk  o f la b o r spies in  the  n a ­
t io n ’s p lan ts  and un ions. D espite  
the  p resen t S uprem e C o u rt r u l ­
ing, a l l th is  w i l l  con tinue .

T he  p a r t ic u la r  case ru le d  on 
was th a t o f W . L . G reene, an 
ae ron au tica l eng inee r and exec­
u t iv e  w ith  enough pa tience  and 
finances to  f ig h t h is  screening. 
H e was fire d  on  N a v y  orders 
fro m  a p la n t whose m a in  defense 
co n tra c t was fo r  a device  de­
signed b y  h im . I t  to o k  h im  a 
yea r ju s t  to  ge t a s ta tem e n t o f 
charges. These p ro ved  to  be a l­

lega tions  b y  faceless in fo rm e rs  
th a t h is fo rm e r w ife , Jean, d i­
vo rced  e ig h t years before, had 
bo ugh t books, associated w ith  
people and gone to  a d in n e r —  
a ll o f a suspected, u n o rth o d o x  
p o lit ic a l na tu re . M oreove r, ove r 
his denia ls , i t  was asserted th a t 
G reene secre tly  agreed w ith  
“ Jean’s w i ld  theories .”  W ithou t, 
le tt in g  G reene question  h is  se­
c re t accusers, o r indeed  w ith o u t 
eve r be ing  ab le to  ques tion  them  
its e lf, th e  board  fo u n d  h im  
g u ilty .

W hether Greene w il l  get his 
old job back w ith  back pay or 
w hether he w ill be im m ediately  
retired on the basis of a new  
executive order or law , is not 
yet certain.

F ede ra l lo y a lty  o ff ic ia ls  e x ­
pressed confidence th a t  m ost o f 
th e ir  p ro g ra m  w i l l  w e a th e r the  
h ig h  c o u rt ’s ru lin g .

R IC H  G E T  R IC H E R
A  N e w  Y o rk  T im es a rtic le  

rep o rts  th a t in  1956 abou t 200 
persons in  the  U n ite d  States re ­
po rted  a taxa b le  incom e o f one 
m il l io n  do lla rs  o r  m ore.

it ia te  and pay fo r  such le ga l 
action.

The  D oug las b i l l  cou ld  be a 
he lp  to  Negroes in  the  South  if 
the  A t to rn e y  G enera l aggres- 
iv e ly  exe rc ised the  pow er. B u t  
the  D oug las b i l l  seve re ly  l im its  
the  chances b y  p ro v id in g  (1) 
th a t agg rieved  p a rtie s  m us t 
f irs t  send in  s igned com p la in ts  
—  w h ic h  m an y  Negroes fe a r to  
do; and (2) th a t the  A tto rn e y  
G enera l m ay  act o n ly  in  cases 
w h ere  he establishes th a t the  
agg rieved  in d iv id u a l is  too poor 
to  go to  c o u rt h im s e lf and is 
u n d e r fo rce  and duress.

T hou gh  th e  D e m ocra tic  and 
R e pu b lican  p o lit ic ia n s  hope to 
c lea r the  c iv i l- r ig h ts  issue o u t 
o f the  1960 cam paign, and 
tho ugh  the  N e g ro -la b o r- lib e ra l 
leadersh ip  w i l l  h o ld  up  a 
c ru m b  as “ h a lf-a - lo a f,”  the  
N e g ro  masses and th e ir  a llie s  
w i l l  n o t be p laca ted  w ith  a ro t ­
ten  com prom ise. T h e ir  anger 
w i l l  con tinu e  to  m ake  c iv i l  
r ig h ts  the  k e y  issue.

Do the Union Officials Oppose Gov't Control?
By M urry  Weiss

A fte r the sad experience of 
the labor movement w ith  the 
consequences of supporting the 
"m ild" K ennedy-Ervin  "labor 
reform " b ill, one w ould  expect 
that the union officials would  
hesitate a long tim e before again 
venturing to back legislation  
that is supposed to do a "m od­
erate" job of strangling the in ­
dependence of the unions.

The fa c t is, how ever, th a t the  
A F L -C IO  leadersh ip  is once 
aga in  p u tt in g  its  head in  the  
noose and ask ing  fo r  le g is la tio n  
th a t can o n ly  increase the  a l­
ready om inous con tro l o f the b ig  
business go ve rn m en t ove r the 
in te rn a l a ffa irs  o f the  un ions.

The Team sters U n ion , fo r  a 
w h ile , had o rgan ized a head-on 
s trugg le  aga inst a ll go ve rn m en t- 
c o n tro l-o f-u n io n s  le g is la tio n . The 
Team sters ha iled  the  stand o f 
N a tio n a l M a r it im e  U n ion  p re s i­
de n t Joseph C u rra n , and U n ited  
M in e  W orke rs  p res iden t John 
L . Le w is , th a t  “ you  canno t com ­
p rom ise  w ith  the  headsm an’s 
axe ”  w h en  i t  comes to  g o v e rn ­
m en t in te rfe re n ce  in  the  un ions. 
N o w  th e y  have  sh ifte d  th e ir  po ­
s it io n  and are p ropos ing  am end­
m ents to  th e  K e n n e d y -E rv in  b i l l

and have d ra fte d  th e ir  ow n  “ b i l l  
o f r ig h ts ”  in  p lace o f th e  one 
in tro d u ce d  b y  S enato r M c C le l­
lan . (See Jun e  T eam ster m aga­
zine.)

The  im m e d ia te  m o tiv e  beh ind  
these m oves appears to be the  
estim a te  o f the  u n io n  leaders 
th a t the re  is no im m e d ia te  dang­
er o f th is  session o f Congress 
passing any la b o r co n tro l le g is ­
la tio n . T he  la b o r o ff ic ia ls  are 
the re fo re  t r y in g  to  get th e m ­
selves in to  w h a t the y  rega rd  as 
a po s ition  o f s treng th  fo r  the 
p ropaganda b a ttle  ove r the  issue 
o f c o rru p tio n  in  the  unions.

In  accordance w ith  th e ir  
w h o le  m e n ta lity  th e  u n io n  b u r ­
eaucrats th in k  o n ly  in  te rm s o f 
how the  g o ve rn m en t o f the  cap­
ita lis ts  s h a ll exercise its  con­
t ro l ove r the  o rg an iza tio n  o f the 
w o rke rs  and n o t w h e th e r it  
shou ld  be a llow ed  to  do so. B y  
a rg u ing  th e  “ ho w ,”  th e  b u re a u ­
cra ts im a g in e  th e y  w i l l  appear 
m ore reasonable and th is  w i l l  
appease the  a n ti-u n io n  crusad­
ers.

This is a firsl-class blunder. 
The moment the union busters 
get the debate on the ground of 
how the government shall con­
tro l the unions they have won

the m ain  point and the struggle 
for union independence suffers 
accordingly.

A f te r  the  K e n n e d y -E rv in  b i l l  
passed the  Senate 9 0 -to - l w ith  
the  M cC le lla n  “ b i l l  o f r ig h ts ”  
am endm ents in c lud ed , th e  A F L -  
C IO  o ffic ia ls  fe l t  th e  noose 
t ig h te n in g  a ro un d  th e ir  necks. 
T h is  was a fr ig h te n in g  e x p e r i­
ence fo r  them . A f te r  a pe rio d  o f 
s q u irm in g  th e y  came ou t in  
sharp oppos itiqn  to  th e  b i l l  in  
its  am ended fo rm . In  the  f irs t 
pe riod  o f th e ir  be la ted  oppos i­
tio n  th e  A F L -C IO  leaders con ­
fined them selves to  exposing the 
a n ti-u n io n  fea tu res  o f the  b i l l  
(and a rgu ing , o f course, th a t  i t  
w o u ld  w eaken the  f ig h t  against 
C om m unism ). N o w  th e y  have 
adopted a “ p o s it iv e ”  p o s itio n  in  
fa v o r o f a “ m odera te ”  la b o r 
c o n tro l m easure o f the o r ig in a l 
K e n n e d y -E rv in  type .

B u t w h a t i f  th is  new  “ m od ­
e ra te ”  m easure is aga in  am end­
ed to beef up  the  go ve rn m e n t 
in te rv e n tio n  and c o n tro l c laus­
es? A n d  w h a t is supposed to 
p re ve n t the  so-ca lled fr ie n d s  o f 
la b o r in  Congress fro m  again 
v o tin g  fo r  such am endm ents as 
e ve ry  s ing le  one o f the m  d id  the  
la s t tim e? T he  u n io n  o ffic ia ls

have no answers to  these ques­
tions.

T w o  fu n d a m e n ta l aspects o f 
the class s trugg le  be tw een la b o r 
and ca p ita l are re flec ted  b y  th is  
le g is la tiv e  s trugg le . F irs t, i t  
shows the  p o w e rfu l p ressure em ­
an a tin g  fro m  the to p  b ra cke t o f 
m on op o ly  c a p ita l to  curb , c r ip ­
p le  and u lt im a te ly  smash the 
un ions. Second, i t  discloses the  
re a l p o lic y  and cha rac te r o f the  
presen t le ade rsh ip  o f the  la b o r 
m ovem ent.

T he  fa c t is  th a t th e  la b o r 
bu reaucracy  does no t re a lly  o p ­
pose go ve rn m e n t co n tro l o f the  
un ions —  i t  o n ly  w a n ts  to  be in ­
c luded  as a p a rtn e r in  the  e x ­
ercise o f th a t  con tro l. T he  la b o r 
bu reaucracy  accom m odated i t ­
se lf in  eve ry  w a y  to the  in e x o r­
ab le encroachm ents o f the  g o v ­
e rn m e n t aga inst un ion  in depen­
dence d u r in g  the  R oosevelt 
“ N e w  D e a l”  and the  T ru m a n  
“ F a ir  D e a l.”

P O L IC E D  U N IO N S

D u r in g  W o rld  W a r I I  the  la ­
bo r bu reaucracy  po lice d  the  
un ions fo r  the  c a p ita lis t w a r 
governm ent. In  re tu rn  fo r  the  
n o -s tr ik e  p ledge th a t th e y  gave 
to the  go ve rnm en t, the  u n io n

bureaucra ts  rece ive d  “ m a in te n ­
ance o f m em b ersh ip ”  clauses 
and o th e r devices designed to 
in su re  them  aga inst a ra n k  and 
f ile  un io n  upsurge.

T he  b ig  business g o ve rn m en t 
and th e  u n io n  o ffic ia ls  w e re  
sa tis fied  w i th  th is  a rrangem en t. 
T he  go ve rn m en t ne ve r dream ed 
o f c o m p la in in g  th a t the  un io n  
o ffic ia ls  w e re  c rush in g  u n io n  de­
m ocracy in  the  course o f c a r ry ­
in g  o u t th e ir  ba rga in , and the  
u n io n  o ffic ia ls  neve r com p la ined  
abou t g o ve rn m en t in te rfe re n ce  
so lo ng  as th is  in te rfe re n ce  ser­
ved to  s treng then  th e ir  pos itions 
and assure th e ir  d ic ta to rs h ip  
ove r the  un ions. O nly the coal 
miners in  1943, the auto w o rk ­
ers in 1945, along w ith  hundreds 
of thousands of other workers  
didn 't likfe the arrangem ent and 
broke through the no-strike  
pledge w ith  massive struggles. 
Despite this ihe w ar witnessed a 
deepening of the process of in ­
termeshing of the union b u r­
eaucracy and the capitalist gov­
ernm ent.

W ith  the b e g in n in g  o f the  cold 
w a r the  u n io n  o ffic ia ls  again 
p u t them selves a t the  serv ice  o f 
the  im p e r ia lis t  r u l in g  class. U n ­
d e r th e  pressure o f th e  U.S. S ta te

D e pa rtm e n t, th e  u n io n  o ffic ia ls  
lin e d  up be h in d  th e  f ig h t aga inst 
the  “ re d  m enace.”  A n d  aga in  
th e y  used th is  in te rv e n tio n  o f 
the  go ve rn m e n t in to  the  un ions 
to beat dow n a ll op po s ition  to  
the  con so lida tion  o f th e ir  ru le . 
W ith  th e  go ve rn m e n t w itc h  h u n t 
rag ing , the  u n io n  o ffic ia ls  p ic k ­
ed up  the  a n ti-c o m m u n is t c lu b  
and w e n t a fte r  a l l opponents o r 
p o te n tia l opponents and d rove  
them  o u t o f th e  m ovem en t.

Thus, d u r in g  W o rld  W a r I I  
and d u r in g  the  co ld w a r, tw o  
in te rre la te d  processes took  place: 
(1) the bu reaucracy  fe l l  in c reas­
in g ly  in to  the  em brace o f th e  
c a p ita lis t g o ve rn m en t and th e  
go ve rn m e n t ga ined a f irm e rg r ip  
on the  top  echelons o f the  u n io n  
m ovem en t; (2) the  c ru sh in g  o f 
un ion  dem ocracy p r o c e e d e d  
alongside the  c u r ta ilm e n t o f 
la b o r ’s independence f ro m  the  
c a p ita lis t governm ent.

BOSSES W A N T  M O R E

F ro m  the  p o in t o f v ie w  o f 
the c a p ita lis t class, the  basic 
c o n tra d ic tio n  in  th is  set-up is 
as fo llo w s : A s  the w o r ld  and 
dom estic  c ris is  o f ca p ita lis m  
sharpens, the  c a p ita lis t class 

( Continued on Page 4)

Harbor Strike 
In Ceylon 
Shakes Govt.

C O LO M B O , C E Y L O N , June  6 
—  A  h a rb o r s tr ik e  here has 
b ro u g h t w o rk  in  the  e n tire  p o rt 
to  a s ta n d s till and has raised 
the  p o s s ib ility  o f a genera l 
s tr ik e .

The  p o r t s tr ik e  was in it ia te d  
b y  the  T ro ts k y is t  L a n ka  Sama 
S a m a jis t P a r ty - le d  U n ite d  P o rt 
W o rk e rs ’ U n io n  o ve r the  issue 
o f a m o n th ly  wage. The  o th e r 
p o r t  un ions  have also come out.

T he  G o v e rn m e n t has o rdered  
th e  A rm y  and N a v y  to  w o rk  in  
th e  p o r t  and rep resen ta tives  o f 
11 un ions  m eet tod ay  to  decide 
on the  steps to  take . These 
un ions, w ith  a m il l io n  m em ­
bers, s tru c k  on M a rch  3 against 
th e  P u b lic  S e c u rity  am endm ent.

The B an da ran a ike  g o v e rn ­
m e n t has a bare m a jo r ity  in  
th e  lo w e r House in  th e  face o f 
unprecedented  la b o r un rest. I t  
m ig h t collapse an y  day.

Durban Negroes Fight 
Poverty and Jim Crow

W hat was behind the inc red ib ly  savage South A fr ica n  
police attack on the Negro residents of the Cato Manor 
ghetto in  the c ity  of Durban June 19 and 20?

Congressmen Consider 
Token Gesture as Race 
Opens for 1960 Votes

By George Lavan

The b ienn ia l sham battle  on c iv il r igh ts  is underway 
in  Congress. As in  1957 there is a good like lihood  some­
th ing  bearing the label “ c iv il r ig h ts ”  w i l l  be passed. That

First Death Penalty 
For White Rapist 
Of Negro Woman?

i t  w i l l  be w o rth  m uch m ore  
tha n  the  paper i t  is w r i t te n  on 
is fa r  fro m  l ik e ly  in  v ie w  o f 
the  com pos ition  o f Congress and 
the m o tive s  o f th e  D e m ocra tic  
and R epu b lican  p o litic ia n s .

The  N egro  peop le ’s a g ita tio n  
and pressure fo r  th e ir  r ig h ts , 
w h ic h  arc  be ing  v io la te d  w h o le ­
sale th ro u g h o u t the  South, is 
the  ce n tra l issue o f U.S. dom es­
t ic  po litics . B u t none o f the  
b i l ls  in tro d u ce d  in  Congress a t­
te m p t to  cope w ith  the  s itu a ­
t io n  —  a ll are designed to  get 
the  issue ou t o f the  w a y  o f the 
1960 conven tions  and p re s id en ­
t ia l e lections.

B il ls  have  been in tro d u ce d  by 
a d m in is tra t io n  forces, the  S o u th ­
e rn  overseer o f the  Senate —  
L y n d o n  Johnson, and the  in e f ­
fe c tu a l N o rth e rn  lib e ra ls . A l l  
b ills  are e x tre m e ly  w eak and 
l im ite d  w ith  th e  lib e ra ls ’ b i l ls  
s lig h t ly  less w eak than  the 
others  —  as is to  be expected 
in  v ie w  o f th e ir  la rge  N egro  
and la b o r constituencies.

The a d m in is tra t io n  and J o h n ­
son b il ls  w o u ld  ex tend  the  li fe  
o f the  C iv i l  R igh ts  C om m ission 
fo r  an o the r tw o  yea rs  and 
w o u ld  g ive  i t  p o w e r to  inspect 
s ta te  e lec tio n  records. B u t i t  
w o u ld  g ive  th is  w in d o w -d re ss ­
in g  com m ittee  no m ore pow er 
tha n  to  in ve s tig a te  and rep o rt.

T o  date i t  has been a m a rv e l 
o f im potence  —  its  f irs t  yea r 
was spent in  g e ttin g  organ ized, 
its  second in  be ing defied w ith  
im p u n ity  b y  ra c is t o ffic ia ls .

O th e r in o ffe n s ive  p ro v is io ns  
n ib b lin g  a t the  edges o f c iv i l  
r ig h ts  are fou nd  in  bo th  b il ls  —  
a “ c o n c ilia t io n ”  serv ice  fo r  
areas beset b y  in te g ra tio n  d is ­
putes, pena lties  fo r  in te rs ta te  
hate bom bers, etc.

The D oug las and C e lle r b ills , 
backed by  the  N o rth e rn  l ib e r ­
als, d if fe r  f ro m  the  o thers 
m a in ly  in  in c lu d in g  the  P a rt 
I I I  com prom ised o u t o f the 
1957 C iv i l  R igh ts  L a w . T h is  
w o u ld  p e rm it  the  U.S. A tto rn e y  
G enera l to  ask fo r  c o u rt in ­
ju n c tio n s  aga inst s tate o ffic ia ls  
th re a te n in g  to  v io la te  c iv i l  
r ig h ts . A t  p resen t the  aggrieved  
in d iv id u a ls  them selves m ust in -

A  19 -yca r-o ld  M a rin e  in  
S ou th  C a ro lin a  m a y  be the  
f irs t  w h ite  m an eve r to  be 
g ive n  a death  sentence in  
the S ou th  fo r  ra p in g  a N egro  
w om an. The  death  p e n a lly  
fo r  rape has a lw ays  been 
used e x c lu s iv e ly  aga inst N eg­
roes charged w ith  rape o f 
w h ite  w om en.

A n  a ll-w h ite  ju r y  in  B eau­
fo r t ,  S.C., la s t w eek, hp w - 
ever, b ro u g h t in  a g u ilty  
v e rd ic t  aga inst P r iv a te  F red  
D a v is  accused o f ra p in g  a 
lo ca l N e g ro  w om an.

N  o reco m m en da tio n  o f  
m e rcy  was m ade b y  the 
ju r y .  T h is  m akes a sentence 
o f dea th  m a n d a to ry  by  S ou th  
C a ro lin a  la w . D av is  has a 
reco rd  o f p re v io u s  assaults 
aga inst W hite  w om en and 
c h ild re n .

Democrats, Republicans 
Seek Total Monopoly of 
Free Broadcast Time

By H arry Ring
J U L Y  1 — A  de libera te ly  fraudu len t in te rp re ta tion  of 

a recent FCC ru lin g  is being used as the smokescreen fo r 
a high-powered propaganda drive, to destroy the “ equal-

Few Schools 
To Integrate 
Next Fall

L ittle  change in Southern 
school integration is expected 
next fa ll. The sixth year of in ­
tegration under the Supreme 
Court's M ay  17, 1954 order w ill 
still see 2.5 m illion  Negro pupils 
in  segregated school districts 
and only a half m illion  in  " in te ­
grated situations." O f this half 
m illion  only a small percentage 
w ill actually attend classes to­
gether w ith  whites. (Even if  only  
one Negro student is going to a 
form er lily -w h ite  school, the 
entire school district is called 
"integrated.")

T here  w i l l  be severa l key  con­
tests n e x t fa l l  neverthe less. In  
L i t t le  Rock, on June  25, the  new  
school board  o f f ic ia lly  a n no un ­
ced p lans to desegregate the  
schools acco rd ing  to  the  J u ly  6 
U.S. N ew s an d  W o rld  R eport. 
T h is  announcem en t cam e a fte r  
a th re e -ju d g e  fed e ra l c o u rt v o id ­
ed the  state la w  w h ic h  G ove rn o r 
Faubus used la s t f a l l  to  close 
the  schools and b lo c k  in te g ra ­
t io n .

T H R E A T E N S  V IO L E N C E

Faubus, how ever, con tinued  
to th re a te n  th a t v io len ce  w o u ld  
a ttend  the  reopen ing  o f the  L i t ­
t le  R ock schools. “ I f  fo rced  in ­
te g ra tio n  does come,”  he de ­
c la red, “ i t  w i l l  also b r in g  bom b 
scares, tro u b le  in  th e  schools, 
in c ide n ts  o f v a rio u s  k in ds , a 
g reat dea l o f f r ic t io n  ou ts ide  the  
schools.”  In  1957, F aubus ’ s im i­
la r  “ w a rn in g s ”  ab ou t v io lence  
w e re  the  screen b e h in d  w h ic h  
racists organ ized  to  fo rc ib ly  p re ­
v e n t n in e  N egro  c h ild re n  fro m  
a tte n d in g  L i t t le  R o ck ’s C e n tra l 
H ig h  School. In te rv e n t io n  o f 
fed e ra l troops enab led in te g ra ­
t io n  to  take  place th a t year.

E lsew here  in  th e  South, new  
tests are expected in  V irg in ia . 
In  Texas, th e  N A A C P  is su ing  
fo r  in te g ra tio n  in  the  b ig  c ities, 
a l l o f w hose school d is tr ic ts  are 
s t i l l  l i ly -w h ite .  In  F lo r id a , Dade 
C o u n ty  school bo a rd  has assign­
ed fo u r  Negroes to  en te r a w h ite  
e lem e n ta ry  school in  M ia m i n e x t 
S eptem ber. T he re  w i l l  be no in ­
te g ra tio n  w h a te v e r n e x t fa l l  in  
A labam a, G eorg ia , Lou is iana , 
M iss iss ipp i o r Sou th  C aro lina . 
In  G eorg ia , a fe d e ra l c o u rt has 
ordered the  A t la n ta  school board 
to s u b m it a desegregation p lan , 
b u t th is  is n o t expected to go 
in to  e ffect th is  fa ll .



The Struggle Against Racism in LondonPacifism and China
By Leon Trotsky

Is if possible to prevent a nuclear w ar in  
any other w ay than by overhauling our 
economy and converting it from  a capitalist 
to a socialist structure? M any w ell-in tentioned  
people would say yes. In  their opinion another 
w ar is so horrible to contemplate that it can­
not be perm itted to occur. A t the same tim e, 
they believe that it is utopian to seek a social­
ist victory in Am erica and the other m ajor 
capitalist powers. Consequently they coniine 
th e ir "peace" efforts to pacifist demonstrations 
and propaganda against w ar in general.

To m any people, the issues in this debate 
m ay seem to be fresh. A ctua lly  they are very  
old. The same arguments were used on the 
eve of W orld W ar I  and again on the eve of 
W orld  W ar I I .

The follow ing b rie f presentation of T ro t­
sky's views on the subject are, therefore, of 
tim ely  interest. In  response to questions from  
a journalist, Trotsky gave his opinion on the 
value of the peace propaganda that was being  
pushed in 1937 p rim arily  by the Communist 
International (Com intern).

He also indicated his altitude toward the 
w ar raging at the tim e between Japan and 
China, and the role of the Chinese Communist 
P arly  w hich was supporting Chiang Kai-shek. 
The reader can judge for him self how closely 
Trotsky's forecasts, dated Sept. 25, 1937, were  
confirmed by events.

For a fu lle r treatm ent of this entire sub­
ject see "Three W ars in One" by Daniel 
Roberts in the current In ternational Socialist 
Review . — Editor.

*  *  *

The so-called peace organizations, in ­
c lud ing the w o rk ing  class organizations, 
do not in  the least constitu te  an obstacle 
to the war. The numerous peace confer­
ences, organized m ain ly, by the Com intern, 
are p u re ly  thea trica l enterprises w ith o u t 
the least effectiveness; in  tim e of w ar a ll 
these peace leaders, a ll these pious and 
hum an ita rian  ladies and gentlemen, w i l l  
re tu rn  to th e ir  governments to support 
them  in  the w a r as they d id  in  1914-1918.

The on ly  p o litica l facto r w h ich  today 
h inders the outbreak o f w ar is the fear, 
on the pa rt o f the governments, of the 
social revo lu tion . H it le r  h im se lf has said 
i t  m any times. We m ust d raw  the logical 
conclusions from  th is; the more revo lu ­
tiona ry  the w o rk ing  class, the more are 
these la tte r prevented from  ca rry ing  out 
th e ir  designs to make a new d iv is ion  of 
the w o rld  by armed force.

A t the same tim e we m ust ca re fu lly  
d is tingu ish between the im pe ria lis t coun­
tries  and the backward countries, colonial 
and sem i-colonial. The a ttitude  of the 
w o rk ing  class organizations in  and tow ard 
these tw o groupings cannot be the same. 
The present w a r between China and 
Japan is a classic example. I t  is absolute ly 
ind isputab le tha t on the pa rt of Japan, i t  
is a w a r o f rap ine and that, on the part of 
China, i t  is a w a r of nationa l defense. 
O n ly  conscious or unconscious agents of 
Japanese im peria lism  can pu t the tw o 
countries on the same plane.

That is w h y  we can on ly  feel p ity  or 
hatred fo r  tho§e who, in  the face of the 
Sino-Japanese w a r declare tha t they are 
opposed to a ll wars, to wars altogether.

The w a r is already a fact. The w ork ing - 
class movement cannot rem ain neu tra l in  
a struggle between those w ho w ish to en­
slave and those who are enslaved. The 
working-class movement in  China, Japan 
and in  the entire  w o rld  m ust oppose w ith  
a ll its  s trength the Japanese im peria lis t 
bandits and support the people of China 
and th e ir  army.

This does not at a ll suppose a b lind  
confidence in  the Chinese governm ent and 
in  Chiang Kai-shek. In  the past, above a ll 
in  1925-27, the general was already de­
pendent upon working-class organizations 
in  his m ilita ry  struggle against the Chinese 
generals of the N orth , agents of fore ign 
im peria lism . In  the end, he crushed the 
w orking-class organizations by armed force 
in  1927-28. We m ust learn the lessons 
from  th is  experience w hich resulted from  
the fa ta l policies of the Com intern in 
pa rtic ipa ting  in  the leg itim a te  and pro­
gressive nationa l w a r against Japanese 
invasion, the working-class organizations 
must, preserve th e ir en tire  political inde­
pendence of the Chaing Kai-shek govern­
m ent. The Com m unist P a rty  of China 
again, as in  1924-25, is m aking v io len t 
efforts to tu rn  over the Chinese w ork ing - 
class movement p o lit ic a lly  to Chiang Ka i- 
shek and the Kuom intang. I t  is a crim e 
a ll the more h o rrib le  because i t  is being 
com m itted fo r the second tim e.

A t  the same tim e, the rem edy does 
not lie  in  the working-class organizations 
declaring themselves “ against a ll w ars” 
and fo ld ing  th e ir  arms in  an a ttitude  of 
passive treason, bu t ra the r in  pa rtic ipa ting  
in  the war, a id ing the Chinese people 
m a te ria lly  and m ora lly , and sim ultaneous­
ly  educating the masses of peasants and 
w orkers in  the s p ir it of to ta l independence 
of the Kuom in tang and its  government. 
We do not a ttack Chiang Kai-shek fo r 
conducting the war. Oh, no. We attack 
h im  fo r doing i t  badly, w ith o u t su ffic ient 
energy, w ith o u t confidence in  the people 
and especially in  the workers.

A  pacifist who has the same a ttitude  
towards China as towards Japan in  th is 
te rr ib le  conflic t is like  one who would 
id e n tify  a lockout w ith  a strike . The 
working-class movem ent is against a lock­
out o f the exp lo ite rs and fo r a s trike  of 
the exploited. A t the same tim e, strikes 
are often led by m isleaders who are cap­
able of be tray ing  the working-class move­
m ent du ring  the strike . This is no reason 
fo r  w orkers to refuse to pa rtic ipa te  in  the 
s tr ike  bu t i t  is reason fo r  m ob iliz ing  the 
w o rk ing  masses against the defections and 
the treason o f the leadership. I t  often hap­
pens tha t du ring  or a fte r a s trike  the or­
ganized masses change th e ir  leadership. 
This can ve ry  w e ll happen in  China. B u t 
th is  change can be favorable fo r  the peo­
ple on ly  i f  the Chinese and in te rna tiona l 
working-class organizations support China 
against Japan.

Study of Jewish Life in U.S. 
Is Aug. Book-a-Month Choice

B ritish  L a b o r H its  Tests

P art of crowd of 12,000 that demonstrated last year in  
London's T rafa lg ar Square against nuclear tests. The ra lly  
was called by the British Labor P arty. C urrently , left-w ingers  
in  the party  are agitating for Britain 's complete unilateral 
nuclear disarmam ent. A  conservative union, the G eneral and 
M unicipal W orkers Union, has also demanded recently that 
B rita in  stop the m anufacture of nuclear weapons and bar 
them  from  British territory .

A D V E N T U R E  IN  F R E E D O M . 
300 Years of Jewish L ife  in  
Am erica. By Oscar Handlin . 
N ew  York: M cG raw -iH ill, 282 
pp., 1954. (orig inal price $3.75, 
Book-a-m onlh price $1.25 in ­
cluding m ailing charge.) Order 
from  Pioneer Publishers, 116 
U niversity  Place, N ew  Y o rk  3, 
N. Y .

T h is  su rve y  o f th e  h is to ry  o f 
the  Jew ish  peop le in  th e  U n ite d  
States is an e xce lle n t genera l in ­
tro d u c tio n .

W hereas th e  arm ies o f the  
F rench  R e vo lu tio n , m a rch in g  
in to  G erm any, up roo te d  feu d a l 
re la tio n s  and am ong o th e r th in g s  
con fe rred  c itize n sh ip  and  c iv i l  
r ig h ts  upon  Jew s the re , Jew s in  
A m e ric a  had been possessed o f 
such r ig h ts  fo r  a lm ost 150 years. 
I t  was o n ly  in  th e  la t te r  p a r t  o f 
th e  19th C e n tu ry  th a t soèia l con­
d itio n s  p roduced  an A m e rica n  
a n ti-S e m itism  w h ic h  m a rke d  o ff 
Jew ish  im m ig ra n ts  and th e ir  de­
scendants f ro m  o th e r im m i-

grants, such as the  G erm ans, to  
w h o m  th e y  had p re v io u s ly  been 
p o p u la r ly  likene d .

A  g re a t in f lu x  o f  E ast E u ro ­
pean Jews, la s tin g  f ro m  th e  end 
o f the  19th C e n tu ry  t i l l  ju s t  a fte r  
W o r ld  W a r I, c rea ted th e  ghet- 
toes, such as N e w  Y o rk ’s fam ous 
L o w e r East S ide, w h e re  masses 
o f im p ove rishe d  Jew s w e re  
crow ded to g e th e r in  slum s. So 
poor th e y  had to  go to  w o rk  in  
the  sweatshops p ra c tic a lly  th e  
m o rn in g  a fte r  g e ttin g  o ff the  
ship, these Jew s  p roduced  a l­
m ost a l l th a t is  u n iq u e  and v a l­
uab le  in  th e  J e w ish  c o n tr ib u tio n  
to  A m e ric a n  c u ltu re . B u t  to  the  
w e ll-e s ta b lishe d  and  A m e ric a n ­
ized G erm an Jew s th e y  w e re  a 
source o f em barrassm ent and 
fear. W o u ld  n o t th e ir  p o ve rty , 
fore ignness and  m o re  r ig id  re ­
lig io u s  practices feed th e  fires o f 
a n ti-S e m itis m  w h ic h  w as a l­
re a d y  a r is in g  on th e  A m e rica n  
scene?

P a ra d o x ic a lly , A m e ric a n  a n t i.

S em itism  rece ived  its  f irs t  m a jo r 
expression in  the P o p u lis t m o ve ­
m en t. B o rro w in g  la rg e ly  fro m  
E u r o p e a n  Jew -ha te rs , m any 
P o p u lis t leaders professed to 
see in  th e  Jew ish  b a n k e r the 
a rch -co n sp ira to r b e h in d  th e  go ld  
s tandard , th e  th w a r te r  o f the 
panacea o f th e  fre e  coinage o f 
s ilve r. B u t  A m e ric a n  Jew s ne ve r 
questioned  th e ir  p h ys ica l secur­
i t y  in  th is  c o u n try  t i l l  th e  G rea t 
D epression and the  exa m p le  o f 
H i t le r  in  G e rm an y  p roduced  the  
re a lly  dangerous a n ti-S e m itic  
m ove m en t led  b y  F a th e r C ough­
lin .

T h is  book has a fe w  fa u lts . F o r 
exam ple , the  a u th o r re fe rs  to  the 
de le te rious  ro le  o f th e  C o m m u­
n is t P a r ty  in  the  w o m en ’s g a r­
m e n t un io n , w ith o u t  e x p la in in g  
w h a t i t  was, as i f  to  denom ina te  
i t  C o m m un is t w e re  s u ffic ie n t 
p roo f. A m o n g  sins o f om iss ion is 
fa ilu re  to  cons ider w h e th e r  an­
o th e r g re a t depression m ig h t 
again produce an a n ti-S e m itic  
m o ve m e n t l ik e  th a t cu t s h o rt b y  
W o rld  W a r I I .

D esp ite  such sho rtcom ings, 
th is  is a v e ry  u se fu l book  fo r  
readers b o th  o f Jew ish  and non- 
Jew ish  backg rounds because o f 
its  com prehensive  in fo rm a tio n  
and its  re la t in g  o f  th e  Jew s in  
A m e rica  to  th e ir  socia l e n v iro n ­
m en t. G. L .

(Attacks on colored people in 
N o itin g  H ill  in  London have be­
come as notorious throughout 
the w orld as racist outrages in 
L ittle  Rock or P o p l a r v i l l e ,  
United States, or in  Durban, 
South Africa. The follow ing a r ­
ticle, dealing w ith  the source of 
racism in London and w ith  how  
to combat it, is by G erry  Healy, 
general secretary of the Socialist 
Labor League. I t  is reprinted  
from  the M ay 30 Newsletter, 
w eekly p u b l i c a t i o n  of the 
League. —  Ed.)

I. Fascism Offers a
Scapegoat

F ifte e n  years a fte r  the  h o rro rs  
o f Belsen, B u ch e n w a ld  and the  
o th e r f a s c i s t  con cen tra tion  
camps, the  m enace o f fascism  is 
once again ra is in g  its  head in  
w este rn  Europe.

De G a u lle ’s v ic to ry  in  F rance 
a yea r ago, and th e  b ru ta l a tro ­
c itie s  against Colonial peoples in  
A lg e ria , C yp rus , K e n y a  and 
N yasaland, have s treng thened 
th e  fasc is t d em ogogues in  th e ir  
b e lie f th a t the  h o u r is approach­
ing.

N o tt in g  H i l l  is a tra in in g  
g ro un d  fo r  th e  fascists. In  th is  
d is tr ic t,  in h a b ite d  b y  some o f the  
poorest o f the  w h ite  po p u la tio n  
o f the  m e trop o lis , and b y  10,000 
co lored im m ig ra n ts , th e  fascists 
have fo r  m on ths  been active , 
t r y in g  to  w h ip  up ra c ia l tension.

N o tt in g  H i l l  is  a s lu m  la n d ­
lo rd ’s parad ise. M a n y  o f its  
b u ild in g s  are o ld ; w h o le  streets 
are in  decay; y e t e x o rb ita n t 
ren ts  are charged and o v e r­
c ro w d in g  is r ife .

N o body . has bo thered  abou t 
the  people w ho l iv e  in  N o tt in g  
H i l l .  To th e  o ff ic ia l leaders of 
the  L a b o r P a r ty  th e y  a re  “ back­
w a rd ”  people. T o  th e  c a p ita lis t 
press th e y  are “ row d ie s .”  To so­
c io log is ts  th e y  are sub jects fo r  
h ig h -p o w e re d  “ in ve s tig a tio n s .”

Y ef fhere is nothing unusual 
about N otting H ill.  W hen poor 
whites liv in g  a hand to mouth  
existence look around for a w ay  
out of th e ir d ifficu lt conditions 
they do not tu rn  to history  
books.

T hey  p ro v id e  ready-m ade  m a­
te r ia l fo r  th e  fasc is t demogogues 
w h o  te l l  the m  th a t th e  cause o f 
th e ir  troub le s  is th e  “ n igg e rs ”  
o r the  “ spades.”

B u t in  re a lity  the  fascists care 
n o th in g  abou t co lor. In  Spain, 
in  1936, the  fasc is t G enera l 
F ranco w as q u ic k  to  use M oo rish  
troops aga inst th e  w o rk in g  peo­
p le  o f Spain.

F o r the  fascists th e  co lo r b a r 
is the  same s o rt o f p re te x t th a t 
a n ti-S e m itis m  was in  East L o n ­
don in  the  th ir t ie s . j i t  is s im p ly  a 
means o f d iv id in g  w o rk in g  peo­
p le  on ra c ia l lines, and so p re ­
v e n tin g  them  fro m  o rg an iz in g  in  
com m on action  to  im p ro v e  th e ir  
cond itions.
TW O  V O IC E S  
OF F A S C IS M

Fascism  takes ro o t p r im a r i ly  
am ong the  lo w e r m id d le  class 
and am ong th e  less s k il le d  and 
less advanced sections o f the  
w o rk in g  class. A n d  in  N o tt in g  
H i l l  fasc ism  speaks w i th  tw o  
voices.

To the  lo w e r m id d le  class i t  
says: “ W e love  peace and hate 
v io lence. A l l  w e  w a n t is fo r  the  
co lored people to  go back  to  
th e ir  o w n  coun tries .”

In  the  s lum  streets i t  says to  
the  you ng  people: “ H ave a go at 
the  n iggers .”

A m o n g  th e  m id d le  class, the  
fascists t r y  to  crea te  th e  fe e lin g  
th a t p ro s p e rity  w i l l  re tu rn  i f  the  
co lored people are n o t a llow ed  
to  en te r B r ita in .

Among fhe poor people, the 
fascists are busy spreading all 
kinds of lies to inflam e their 
passions and to d ivert their quite  
justified indignation against rac­
keteer landlords, employers and 
Tories into indignation against 
a scapegoat: ihe man w ith  a d if ­
feren tly  colored skin.

T h a t was e x a c tly  H i t le r ’s 
propaganda m ethod  in  the  la te  
tw e n tie s  and e a r ly  th ir t ie s .

N o tt in g  H i l l  tod ay  is a b reed ­
in g  g ro un d  fo r  fu tu re  B r it is h  
H itle rs . T h a t is  w h y  a l l serious 
w o rk e rs  m us t unde rs ta nd  w h a t 
is go ing  on there , and w h a t can 
be done to  p u t m a tte rs  r ig h t.

I I .  The Meaning of
Noiting H ill

T he re  are n e a r ly  h a lf  a m i l ­
l io n  un em p loye d  in  B r ita in ,  and 
un e m p lo ym e n t is r is in g  am ong 
yo u n g  people. U n s k ille d  w o rk ­
ers a re  the  w o rs t affected.

T he  T o ry  go ve rn m e n t he lps 
the  e m p lo y in g  class in  its  o f­
fens ive  aga inst the  trade  u n ­
ions, and hopes th a t  u n e m p lo y ­
m e n t w i l l  p ro v id e  a m eans o f 
w e a ke n in g  organ ized  labo r.

The employers and Ihe Tory  
government w ant a "show­
down" w ith  the trade unions. 
And the same type of industria l­
ist who supported H itle r in G er­
m any —  there are m any of them  
in this country —  understands 
very  w e ll that a show-down 
w ith  the unions raises the ques­
tion of the destruction of the 
unions as an organized force.

T h e s e  in d u s tr ia lis ts  th in k  
a long  e x a c tly  th e  same lin e s  as 
the  fascists are th in k in g .

I f  w e  w e re  p e rm itte d  to see

the nam es con ta ined  in  the  red 
book o f C a p ta in  Ram say w e 
shou ld  f in d  th a t a considerab le  
nu m be r o f the  le a d in g  figu res in  
B r it is h  in d u s try  op en ly  p ro fes­
sed fasc is t sym pa th ies in  the  
th ir t ie s .

These peop le have n o t chang­
ed. A n d  i t  w o u ld  be a g re a t m is ­
ta k e  to  im ag ine  th a t th e y  are no t 
capable o f once again s u p p ly in g  
funds to va rio u s  fasc is t o rgan iza ­
tions.
F A S C IS T  T H U G S  C O M P E TE

The fascis t dem agogues do no t 
m in d  the  sneers o f the  press, be ­
cause th e y  k n o w  th a t the  cap­
ita l is t  class in  B r ita in  needs to 
p ro te c t its  p ro p e rty  and p r i v i l ­
eges, and th a t w h en  th a t pow er 
and those p r iv ile g e s  are s e ri­
ou s ly  cha llenged th e  c a p ita lis t 
class w i l l  be o n ly  too w i l l in g  to 
use the  fascists w ho  have show n 
th a t th e y  can do the  job .

So the re  is a c e rta in  am oun t 
o f c o m p e titio n  a t N o tt in g  H i l l  
am ong va rio u s  b ra nd s  o f fasc is t 
thugs, to  p ro ve  to  the  b ig  em ­
p loye rs  th a t th e y  are a fo rce  to 
be reckoned w ith .

B ig  s tr ike s  are in  prospect in  
in d u s try . T he  em p loyers  w i l l  be 
need ing  an a rm y  o f scabs —  
people w h o  go to  w o rk  in  a fa c ­
to ry  whose w o rk e rs  are o u t on 
s tr ik e  fo r  h ig h e r wages, o r  fo r  
sho rte r hours, o r aga inst sack­
ings.

W hat better recruiting ground 
than the poor w hite population  
of N otting H ill?  This is part of 
the service th a t ’fascism gives to 
the employing class.

In  m a n y  in d u s tr ie s  th e re  are 
n o w  s k il le d  w o rk e rs  fro m  the  
colonies, and m an y  o f these have 
p ro ved  them se lves good, lo y a l 
tra d e  un ion is ts .

I f  to m o rro w  s tr ike s  b re ak  o u t 
in  these in du s tries , i f  to m o rro w  
u n e m p lo ym e n t spreads in  these 
in du s tries , w e  can eas ily  see how  
race h a tre d  can be used aga inst 
the  trade  un ions, aga inst the  in ­
terests o f th e  w h o le  w o rk in g  
class.

W h a t is h a pp en ing  in  N o tt in g  
H i l l  is the  b e g in n in g  o f a fasc is t 
m ove m en t am ong th e  u n o rg a n ­
ized w h ite  w o rke rs . The  m a in  
ta rg e t is n o t the  co lo red  p o p u la ­
tion . F o r the  fasc is t leaders the  
m a in  ta rg e t is o rgan ized  labo r.

I f  th e  L a b o r m ove m en t le ts  
the fascists b u ild  up a scab a rm y  
in  N o tt in g  H i l l ,  w e  s h a ll have 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f a mass fasc is t 
m ove m en t in  B r ita in .

T he  o n ly  w a y  to  p re v e n t the  
s p lit t in g  o f the  w o rk in g  class on 
ra c ia l lines, to  cou n te r fasc is t 
lies  and v io lence , is  to  m o b iliz e  
th e  fu l l  s treng th  o f the  organ ized 
L a b o r m ovem en t aga inst th e  fas­
cists now , be fo re  i t  is  too  la te . 
I I I .  Can the Police 

Do the Job?
Can the  T o ry  g o ve rn m e n t and 

its  po lice  f ig h t th e  fasc is t m e n ­
ace?

N e ve r in  a m il l io n  years. The 
T o ry  go ve rn m e n t is the  agency 
by  w h ic h  th e  b ig  business m en 
o f the  C ity  o f L o nd on  ru le  th is  
c ou n try .

W hen th is  agency becomes in ­
adequate and th e  em p loyers  can 
no lo n g e r ru le  th ro u g h  p a r lia ­
m en t th e y  w i l l  do w h a t th e y  d id  
in  I ta ly  and G erm an y: th e y  w i l l  
po u r m illio n s  o f pounds in to  the 
b u ild in g  o f fasc is t m ovem ents.

Fascism  and p a r lia m e n ta ry  
dem ocracy are tw o  w ays  in  
w h ic h  th e  em p loyers  ru le . A n d  
you  canno t expect a go ve rn m en t 
w h ic h  defends th e  em p loye rs ’ 
in te res ts  to  do a n y th in g  serious 
abou t s top p in g  the  fascists, w ho 
seek to  serve the  em p loyers. 
T O R Y  IN S T R U M E N T

T he po lice  fo rce  is th e  in ­
s tru m e n t o f the  T o ry  g o ve rn ­
m ent, and is open to  fasc is t ideas 
and fasc is t in fluences.

O nly recently a young colored 
w orker nearly lost his life  w hile  
cleaning windows at Scotland 
Y ard  itself. O ver 100 policemen 
w ere interrogated, in an effort 
to find out who cut the ropes of 
his p latform . But, so fa r as is 
known, it  was never discovered 
who did it.

Ins id e  th e  po lice  fo rce  the re  
does e x is t sym p a th y  w ith  fas­
c is t ideas. T he  C o m m itte e  fo r  
A fr ic a n  O rgan iza tions  says c o l­
ored c itizens  in  B r ita in  have los t 
confidence in  th e  a b il i ty  o f the  
p o lice  to  p ro te c t them .

T h is  does n o t m ean th a t  the  
po lice  canno t and w i l l  no t on 
occasion prosecute in d iv id u a l 
thugs  w h o  a ttack  co lo red  people. 
B u t w h a t th e y  canno t and w i l l  
no t do is deal w ith  fasc ism  as a 
m o rta l enem y o f o rgan ized 
Labor.

T o  crush fascism  an iro n  hand 
is needed. O n ly  th e  organ ized 
L a b o r m ove m en t has th a t iro n  
hand. W h a t is needed is  the  w i l l  
to  use it .

IV . Self-Defense Against 
F ascism

In  lin e  w ith  th e ir  gene ra l p o l­
ic y  o f b e tra y a l o f  th e  w o rk e rs ’ 
in te rests , th e  R ig h t-w in g  leaders 
o f the  L a b o r P a r ty  do th e ir  u t ­
m ost to p re v e n t the  L a b o r m ove­
m en t fro m  un d e rs ta n d in g  w h a t 
is in v o lv e d  in  th e  ra c ia l d is ­
turbances, and fro m  ta k in g  any 
e ffec tive  action .

“ Leave  i t  to  th e  po lice ,”  th e y  
c ry . “ L a w  and o rd e r,”  echo the  
“ l ib e ra l”  press and th e  T o ry  
press, regard less o f th e  fa c t th a t 
i f  co lo red  peop le  are fr ig h te n e d  
to  w a lk  the  streets, th a t  is  fas ­
c is t “ o rd e r.”

U n de r th e  eyes o f th e  po lice  
th in g s  go fro m  bad to  w orse in  
N o tt in g  H i l l .  K n if in g s  and be a t­
ings a re  com m onplace, n ig h t 
a fte r  n ig h t.

T he  R ig h t-w in g  L a b o r leaders 
w a n t to  im m o b iliz e  th e  w o rk in g -  
class m ovem ent.

T he  S o c ia lis t L a b o r League 
w a n ts  to  see th e  w o rk in g -c la ss  
m ovem en t s w in g  in to  action  
against the  thugs.

T he  S oc ia lis t L a b o r League 
has proposed th e  s e ttin g -u p  o f 
w o rk e rs ’ defense com m ittees and 
defense squads, cons is ting  o f 
w h ite  and co lored trade  u n io n ­
ists.

The jo b  o f these com m ittees 
and defense squads w o u ld  be to  
p ro te c t the  persons, lives , p ro p ­
e rty , homes and c iv i l  lib e rt ie s  o f 
a l l v ic t im s  o f the  fasc is ts  and 
th e ir  dupes.

T h e y  w o u ld  b y  th e ir  m ere 
presence m ake i t  im poss ib le  fo r  
the  rac ia lis ts  to  show  th e ir  faces 
o r d is tr ib u te  th e ir  in fla m m a to ry  
propaganda.

The defense commiitees would  
carry out a widespread publicity  
campaign, explaining to w hite  
youth the falsity and bad fa ith  
of fascist propaganda, answering  
the lies about im m igration and 
imm igrants, pointing out that 
only a united w orking class can 
resist the employers' offensive 
against jobs, wages and condi­
tions.

The defense com m ittees w o u ld  
m ake them selves respons ib le  fo r  
p ro v id in g  m a te r ia l and fin a n c ia l 
a id  to co lo red  peop le  w h o  had 
been attacked, re p la c in g  spo iled  
fu rn itu re  and c lo th in g  and b ro k ­
en w indo w s , n o t as an ac t o f 
c h a rity , b u t  as a m eans o f de m ­
o n s tra tin g  in  p ra c tice  th e  s o li­
d a r ity  o f w h ite  and co lored 
w o rke rs .

PRESS A T T A C K S  
L E A G U E 'S  P R O PO S A LS

T he c a p ita lis t press is h o w lin g  
abou t the  S o c i a l i s t  L a b o r 
League ’s p roposa l fo r  th e  estab­
lis h m e n t o f w o rk e rs ’ defense 
squads. I t  is seeking to tu rn  a t­
te n tio n  aw a y  fro m  th e  fascis ts ’ 
b ru ta li ty .

T he  S o c ia lis t L a b o r League 
m akes i t  a b so lu te ly  c lea r th a t 
these proposed defense c o m m it­
tees and defense squads w o u ld  
no t be fo r  the  purpose  o f a tta c k ­
ing  anyone.

T h e y  w o u ld  s im p ly  be a means 
o f se lf-defense fo r  th e  w o rk e rs  
against fasc is t p ro vo ca tio n  and 
fasc is t thu gge ry .

I f  the  fascists stop k n o c k in g  
people abou t and the  thu gs  stop 
k n if in g  people, the n  th e re  w i l l  
be no need w h a te v e r fo r  th e  fo r ­
m a tio n  o f w o rk e rs ’ defense 
squads.

Those respons ib le  fo r  un leash­
in g  v io len ce  m us t ta k e  th e  con ­
sequences o f  th e ir  actions. T he  
B r it is h  L a b o r m ove m en t t r a d i­
t io n a l ly  abhors v io len ce  —  b u t 
i t  w i l l  be m a k in g  a b ig  m is take  
i f  i t  im ag ines th a t b y  ig n o r in g

A d v e r t i s e m e n t

w h a t is go ing  on a t N o tt in g  H i l l  
i t  can avo id  v io lence .

F o r e v e ry  co lo red  w o rk e r  as­
sau lted  —  o r m u rd e re d  —  on 
the  streets o f N o rth  K e n s in g to n  
today, thousands o f w h ite  tra d e  
un io n is ts  w i l l  be assau lted  in  
days to  come, unless w e  p u t a 
stop to  th is  business now .

I t  is in  the  in te res ts  o f w h ite  
trade  u n io n is ts  to  jo in  forces 
w ith  colored trade  u n io n is ts  in  
a l l areas w h e re  the re  is an im ­
m ig ra n t po p u la tio n , so th a t a 
p o w e rfu l u n ite d  f r o n t  can be 
b u ilt  to  de fend th e  w o rk e rs ’ t r a ­
d it io n a l lib e rtie s .

H o w  can w o rk e rs ’ defense 
com m ittees and defense squads 
be fo rm ed? F irs t  o f a ll,  Lond on  
L a b o r m u s t r a l ly  to  the  defense 
o f the  co lored peop le  o f N o tt in g  
H ill.

The Socialist Labor League 
proposes that there be held a 
conference of local Labor P ar­
ties, Communist P arty  branches, 
trades councils, shop stewards' 
committees and other w orking - 
class organizations, .together w ith  
colored people's organizations.

Such a con ference co u ld  con­
s ide r a l l  p ra c tic a l de ta ils , and 
cou ld  o rgan ize  dem onstra tions  
and p u b lic  m ee tings to  c a rry  
fo rw a rd  th e  cam paign.

Shop s tew a rds ’ com m ittees  in  
the  la rge  fa c to rie s  shou ld  o rg an ­
ize de pu ta tion s  o f th e ir  m em bers 
to v is i t  N o tt in g  H i l l  and p ledge 
s up po rt to  the  co lored people.

L e t L a b o r b re ak  d o w n  th e  in-- 
to le ra b le  is o la tio n  o f colored- 
people fro m  th e  L a b o r m ove ­
m ent.

T he  c a p ita lis t press says w o rk ­
ers’ defense squads w o u ld  be 
“ s tro n g -a rm  squads.”  W e say: 
L e t the  s trong  a rm  o f the  o rg a n ­
ized w o rk in g  class p ro te c t th e  
co lored people in  o u r m id s t fro m  
fasc is t v io lence .

L e t  us p ro ve  in  deeds to  th e  
co lored w o rk e rs  in  o u r m id s t 
th a t B r it is h  L a b o r is  a m ig h ty  
fo rce , w h ic h  has th e  s tre n g th  
and  th e  d e te rm in a tio n  to  sweep 
the fasc is ts  o ff the  streets.

A  u n ite d  f ro n t  o f  th e  w o rk in g  
class, co lo red  and  w h ite , b e g in ­
n in g  in  the  fac to rie s  and spread­
in g  th ro u g h  th e  w h o le  L a b o r 
m ovem en t, is  th e  o n ly  e ffe c tiv e  
answ er to  fasc ism  in  N o tt in g  
H i l l .

The Socialist Labor League 
pledges fhat if w il l  fight as hard  
as it can to m ake the proposals 
in  this artic le a liv in g  rea lity .

D E M A N D  T E S T  B A N
A  p e t it io n  dem and ing  a h a lt  

to  n u c le a r tests has been p re ­
sented to  the  U n ite d  N a tion s  tb y  
2,000 A m e ric a n  socia l w o rke rs .

A d vertisem en t:



Merchants of Nuclear Death
I f  you w ant to make a qu ick piece of 

change, get yourse lf an arm aments con­
tract. That is one of the conspicuous les­
sons tha t can be d raw n from  the two-day 
discussion in  the House of Representatives 
over the $40-billion war.budget.

A lfre d  E. Santangelo (D-N.Y.) cited 
the examples of three companies:

“ Boeing fro m  1952 to 1958 was able 
to increase its  capita l investm ent on the 
basis of p ro fits  made almost e n tire ly  from  
G overnm ent contracts fro m  $34 m illio n  
to $145 m illio n . In  1958, Boeing made $29 
m illio n  profits a fte r taxes. . . .

“ Douglas A irc ra ft in  1953 had a p r i­
vate cap ita l investm ent of $53 m illio n . In  
1957, Douglas had a p riva te  capita l invest­
m ent of $111 m illio n  and made a p ro fit of 
$30,665,000 a fte r taxes... . .

“ Lockheed in  1953 had a p riva te  capi­
ta l investm ent of $57 m illio n . Today i t  
has a p riva te  cap ita l investm ent of $129 
m illio n . In  1958, a fte r taxes, they made a 
p ro fit o f $18,556,000.”

Santangelo’s com pla in t was d irected 
on ly  at w ha t he called “ excessive pro fits ,”  
not profits in  general made by these m er­
chants of death.

A nd  his com pla in t comes from  w ha t 
one suspects is a ta in ted  source: “ . . . i t  
seems tha t most o f these contracts are 
going to companies who have th e ir  p lants 
out West. Eastern contractors are losing 
th e ir  w o rk  and the loss of contracts is 
depressing areas in  the East, in  New Y ork  
and M ary land .”

Through an amendment he offered, 
Santangelo sought to “ give a ll companies 
an equal chance . . . .”  I f  the companies 
he represents were to get tha t equal 
chance, w ou ld  th is  Dem ocrat s t i l l  oppose 
“ excessive p ro fits ” ?

Santangelo confined his exposure to 
ten companies hand ling  negotiated con­
tracts  (where no b idd ing  is invo lved) fo r 
the government. The am ount invo lved in  
the fiscal year of 1958 amounted to $6,672,- 
791,430. W hat the “ excessive p ro fits ”  m igh t 
am ount to in  the rest o f the budget was 
not ind icated by th is  spokesman of East­

ern capita lists interested specifica lly in 
a irc ra ft, m issile and radar contracts.

How d id such companies as Boeing, 
Douglas and Lockheed succeed in  negoti­
a ting  contracts th a t enabled them to 
double and even quadrup le th e ir  capita l 
in  a few  years? They d id  i t  by re ta in ing  
“ re tired  m ilita ry  or naval officers at in ­
ord inate salaries.”

Such salaries help accomplish tw o 
objectives. F irs t o f a ll, m ilita ry  figures 
who are s t i l l  employed by the governm ent 
bu t “ who may be looking fo rw a rd  to pos­
sible em ploym ent w ith in  a certa in  organi­
zation a fte r re tirem en t can d isplay p a rti­
a lity  and favo ritism  w ith o u t ever rea liz ing 
j t . ”  (Santangelo doesn’t  exp la in  w h y  they 
don’t  realize it.)  Secondly, “ prom inent 
m ilita ry  figures in  re tirem en t can have a 
great influence over th e ir  fo rm er sub­
ordinates who are s t i l l  in  the D epartm ent.” 

Santangelo’s proposed re fo rm  was to 
bar the m ilita ry  brass from  accepting re ­
ta iners or em ploym ent w ith  contractors 
fo r  governm ent orders w ith in  five years 
of re tirem ent.

This proposal, m ild  and ineffective as 
i t  was, lost 147 to 125. '

Santangelo’s objective, of course, was 
to get a more sym pathetic hearing in  the 
negotia tion of contracts fo r companies un­
w ill in g  or unable to pay “ inord inate  sal­
aries”  to re tired  m ilita ry  figures. That was 
w h y  he d id  not even w hisper about cu tting  
out armaments pro fits  altogether.

The merchants of nuclear death pro­
cla im  th e ir  pa trio tism  in  a ll the m u lt i­
tudinous ways the Madison Avenue adver­
tis ing  experts can devise. T h e ir p a tr io t­
ism, however, never extends to g iv ing  up 
profits. They would sooner give up p a tr io t­
ism.

A m erica ’s rea l patrio ts, the patrio ts 
concerned about saving our coun try  from  
nuclear w ar, thus press the demand: T A K E  
TH E  PRO FITS OUT OF A R M A M E N TS  
CONTRACTS!

Judging from  w ha t Santangelo re­
vealed, i t  w ou ld  seem h igh tim e to ex­
p rop ria te  Boeing, Douglas, Lockheed and 
the others to accomplish this.

Wages, Prices and Thievery
Since the beginn ing of W orld  W ar I I  

in  1939 there has been an almost steady ■ 
rise in  prices. F rom  the firs t, th is  rise has 
been blamed on the workers. T he ir strug­
gle fo r h igher wages to try  to keep abreast 
o f soaring liv in g  costs has been used as 
the w h ipp ing  boy fo r the price gouging 
by the m anufacturers, merchants and land­
lords. W henever the steel workers, fo r  in ­
stance, have managed to catch up a b it 
on rocketing  liv in g  costs, the steel barons 
have used th is  as a p re tex t to h ike  th e ir  
prices. For every add itiona l do lla r they 
have had to pay out in  wages they have 
snatched three dollars more in  price rises.

The steel indus try  has once more 
launched a propaganda campaign c la im ing 
tha t a steel wage increase at th is  tim e, 
when the steel moguls are en joy ing  th e ir  
biggest p rofits of a ll tim e, m ust lead to a 
“ new round of in fla tion .”  In  fu ll-page ad­
vertisem ents, in  w id e ly  headlined state­
ments to the na tion ’s newspapers, in  edi­
to ria ls  based on in d u s try  press handouts, 
in  the columns of the financ ia l pundits, 
we are being to ld  tha t any wage increase 
in  the steel in d u s try  w i l l  in e v ita b ly  force 
tha t in d u s try  to raise prices; th is  rise w i l l  
spread through a ll industries using steel 
and fin a lly  force a general rise in  prices.

There are going to be w idespread 
rises in  m anufactu ring  prices, a ll r igh t. 
B u t the decision to raise these prices has 
already been made and w i l l  be carried out 
w he ther or not the steel w orkers w in  
h igher wages or the steel corporations 
raise the price of steel. This is the s ta rtlin g  
fact revealed by no less a u th o rity  than the 
W a ll S treet Journal. Th is in fo rm ed and 
sober organ of the business and financ ia l 
in terests in  its  June 29 front-page lead 
a rtic le  states:

“ M anufacturers in  a g row ing  lis t of 
industries are p lann ing  to increase prices 
sho rtly  —  even i f  the steel in d u s try ’s cu r­
ren t labor negotiations do not produce a 
settlem ent leading to h igher prices fo r 
th a t key com m odity.”

These m anufacturers are prepared, of 
course, to im m ed ia te ly  pass on to the con­
sumer any possible steel price h ike, re­
ports the W a ll S treet Journal. In  fact — 
and note th is  especially — some hard 
goods m anufacturers, says the Journal, 
“ have ‘escalator clauses’ in  th e ir  sales 
contracts w ith  customers w h ich  make the 
passing on of any sizable increase in  costs 
almost autom atic.”

O ur readers, who are p re tty  sharp on
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economics, w i l l  re a lly  s it up at th is  point. 
The monopolists have been te llin g  us fo r 
decades tha t the rises in  p ro d u c tiv ity  and 
the im provem ents in  mass production 
guarantee a decline in  prices. Now we are 
in fo rm ed tha t m anufacturers— and we 
presume they are the ones big enough to 
make i t  s tick — have b u ilt- in  guarantees 
o f price increases regardless of im prove­
ments in  p ro d u c tiv ity .

The tru th  is, as the Journa l fu rth e r 
adm its, “ some executives fra n k ly  say a 
steel price increase w ould  offer a good 
peg on w h ich  to hang h igher price tags 
th a t w ould recoup even more than any 
add itiona l steel costs.”

These m anufacturers are p ray ing  fo r 
a steel price rise, in  other words, so they 
can make bigger pro fits  and ye t hold the 
steel w orkers responsible, i f  the la tte r are 
compelled to s trike  and i f  the steel cor­
porations use th is  as a p re tex t fo r upping 
the prices of basic steel.

“ A  steel price increase is something 
we can peg a boost on since everybody 
understands th a t,”  the Journa l quotes an 
executive o f an Ohio appliance firm . “ A  
steel increase can get us a ll fx'om under 
since we can boost prices to make up fo r 
the h igher steel costs and also get some 
of our other costs back tha t we have been 
absorbing. I f  steel prices are raised you 
are going to see the darndest rash of price 
increases you ever saw.”

This is not s im p ly  the v iew  of one or 
tw o  m anufacturers. These preparations fo r 
new price steals, w h ich  industria lis ts  hope 
to be able to blame on the steel workers, 
were revealed as the resu lt of the Jour­
n a l’s d irec t survey o f 150 leading m anu­
facturers. Even the Journa l sounds a b it 
s tartled by these “ fra n k ”  admissions tha t 
the na tion ’s m anufacturers are p lanning 
to rape the consumers once more and 
aren’t  even going to w a it to hide behind 
the back of the steel industry . .

I f  anyone is s t i l l  inc lined  to believe 
tha t there is something to th is c la im  tha t 
“ wages d rive  up prices,”  the Journal, 
w h ich  does not include m any workers 
among its  subscribers, adds a clincher:

“ In  the past, fo r each penny added to 
m ills ’ h o u rly  em ploym ent costs a fte r a 
s trike  settlem ent, steel prices have in ­
creased rough ly  from  26 cents to 60 cents 
a ton. O f course, there also have been in ­
creases in  steel prices in  years when there 
were no strikes.”

W ho could ask fo r anyth ing  more?

By Alex H arte

W hile the w orld was watching  
the diplom atic show put on by 
the Foreign M inisters at Geneva 
and speculating on w hether or 
not a "sum m it" conference might 
be staged this summer that could 
possibly pave the w ay to peace, 
the bipartisan coalition of D em ­
ocrats and Republicans in W ash­
ington w ent ahead w ith  the real 
business at hand —  preparing  
for nuclear w ar.

The House o f R epresentatives 
took o n ly  tw o  days to  ea rm ark  
w e ll ove r $40 b i l l io n  o f p u b lic  
funds fo r  the  arm ed forces, w ith  
the  p rov iso  th a t  i f  th e y  need 
m ore  i t ’s O K  to charge it .

T he  f irs t  day o f debate June 
2, w h ic h  w e rep o rted  in  the  
June  22 M il ita n t ,  showed how  
u to p ia n  i t  is to  hope th a t these 
p o lit ic a l rep rese n ta tive s  o f b ig  
business m ig h t be reasoned in to  
abandon ing  th e ir  d r iv e  to w a rd  
the  ca tastrophe o f w a r.

T he  Jun e  3 debate p ro v id e d  
fu r th e r  i l lu m in a t in g  in d ica tio n s  
o f th e  th in k in g  o f the  A m erican  
c a p ita lis t class on th e ,o m in o u s  
pa th  i t  is now  fo llo w in g .

D a n ie l J. F lood, D em ocra t 
fro m  W ilk e s -B a rre , Penn., con­
tended th a t the  astronom ica l e x ­
pe nd itu res  fo r  th e  a rm ed  forces 
are u t te r ly  inadequate .

. . you ta lk  about your great 
retaliatory A ir  Force, the bom b­
ers," he said contemptuously; 
"that we are going to destroy the 
w orld w ith  our bombers. W hat 
bombers?"

A cco rd in g  to  th is  D em ocra t 
“ th re e -q u a rte rs ”  o f th e  bom bers 
a re  “ obsolescent.”

“ H o w  do you  l ik e  tha t?  B u t 
w e have go t to  have them . W e 
are go ing to  have a m ixe d  re ­
ta lia to ry  po w e r w ith  m issiles. Do 
n o t w o rry  abou t w h a t w c  can do 
to  them  [th e  Russians]. A n y ­
th in g  th e y  can do w e can do 
be tte r, i f  th a t m akes you  fee l 
any be tte r. T h e y  w i l l  k i l l  a 
hu nd red  m il l io n  o f yo u  and w e 
w i l l  k i l l  a h u n d re d  m il l io n  o f 
them . N ow , is  th a t  n o t ducky , 
espec ia lly  i f  yo u  are one o f the  
h u nd red  m il l io n ? ”

N A V Y  W E A R IN G  O U T

The N a v y  is lik e w is e  be ing 
short-changed, a c c o r d i n g  to  
F lood. “ I t  w i l l  w e a r o u t in  one 
b ig  chu nk  at the  same t im e  . . . 
B u t, in  th is  b i l l  you do n o t have 
the  m oney to  rep lace the  w ear-, 
ou t. Y o u  can no t rep lace the  an ­
n u a l w e a r-o u t o f y o u r  flee t. So, 
y o u r  flee t is go ing dow n , dow n, 
do w n ; n o t l i te r a l ly  b u t  f ig u ra ­
t iv e ly . ”

The A rm y and the M arines are 
also falling  to pieces for lack of 
money. Is this because there w ill 
be no more Lebanons? "W ell, 
there w ill be; God forbid . . .  all 
over the w orld, and you w ill 
w ant marines to h it the beach­
es."

T h is  advocate o f a b ig  n a v y  
and a rm y  suggested w h y  such 
em phasis is  no w  be in g  placed 
on m iss ile  p ro d u c tio n :

“ W h a t is the  m a tte r w ith  you? 
N obody is go ing to  f ig h t a m is ­
s ile  w a r. Snap o u t o f tha t. 
K h ru sh ch e v  and th e  s p u tn ik  
scared you  to  death. W h a t is the  
m a tte r w ith  you? He scared you 
to  dea th .”

F lood  th in k s  th a t A m e rica  is 
no w  “ tw o  o r th re e  yea rs  be­
h in d ”  the  S ov ie t U n ion  in  m is ­
s ile  p ro d u c tio n , “ b u t yo u  w i l l  
catch up  . . . you  w i l l  have  m is ­
siles com ing  o u t o f y o u r  ears.”  

T hen  w h a t?  W il l  m iss iles lo a d ­
ed w ith  H -bom bs s treak  th ro u g h  
the s tra tosphere  betw een the  
con tinents? “ . . . I  b e lie ve  the 
o n ly  k in d  o f w a r  w e  w i l l  f ig h t 
w i l l  be a l im ite d  w a r  . . .”

T h a t is  th e  sole c o m fo rtin g  
th o u g h t th is  D em ocra tic  p o li­
t ic ia n  cou ld  o ffe r. H e  rem a ined  
vague, how ever, on  w h a t cou ld  
eve r stop h is  l im ite d  w a r fro m  
becom ing genera l. H e  w as n o t 
vague in  h is  dem and th a t the  
ra te  o f spend ing fo r  w a r be l i f t ­
ed fa r  beyond the  p resen t as tro ­
no m ica l le ve l.

B IG G E S T  B O O N D O G G LE

W ill ia m  E. M in s h a ll, J r., R e­
p u b lic a n  f ro m  C leve land , O hio, 
touched b r ie f ly  on th e  business 
side o f A m e ric a ’s w a r  p re p a ra ­
tions:

“ The B om arc  p ro g ra m , b y  the  
A ir  F orce ’s o w n  estim ate , a l­
ready  has cost a p p ro x im a te ly  $2 
b illio n . I t  is expected to  cost be ­
tw ee n  $3 and $4 b i l l io n  m ore  
by  1962.”  T h is  does n o t in c lu d e  
o th e r r e l a t e d  exp en d itu re s  
b r in g in g  th e  to ta l to  $71/2 b i l ­
lion .

"N ever have the Congress and 
the public been subjected to a 
more professional sales and pro­
motion campaign than has been 
characterized by this billion dol­
lar boondoggle. *

“ These h igh -p ressu re  sales­
m en in  and o u t o f u n ifo rm  have 
pa rla ye d  an un p roved  —  and as 
ye t u n a va ila b le  ■—  w eapon in to  
a $2 b il l io n  opera tion . T hey  have 
eve ry  in te n tio n  o f d o u b lin g  th a t 
f ig u re  i f  w e in  Congress do n o t 
ca ll a h a lt . ”

One o f th e  m ost in te re s tin g  
speeches was m ade b y  C larence 
Cannon, D em ocra t fro m  E ls- 
b e rry , M o. H is  them e was th a t 
i f  the  a p p ro p ria tio n s  b i l l  u n d e r

cons ide ra tion  “ fa ils  in  its  ob ­
je c tiv e  theçe w i l l  s h o r tly  be no 
need to  pass fu r th e r  b i l ls  o f 
any cha rac te r o r spend m ore  
m oney fo r  any purpose.”

S im ila r  b ills , he  said, have 
been passed each y e a r “ since 
1945”  and a ll o f th e m  “ fa ile d  to 
ach ieve th e  purpose fo r  w h ic h  
th e y  w e re  enacted .”

(The date m en tioned  b y  C an­
non is s ig n ifica n t, fo r  i t  shows 
h o w  conscious th is  D e m ocra t is 
th a t th e  co ld  w a r w as re a lly  
s ta rted  b y  the  T ru m a n  a d m in ­
is tra tio n  —  no t th e  S o v ie t g o v ­
e rn m en t —  s h o rtly  a fte r  V -J  
Day.)

"S L IP P IN G "

“ E v e ry  3>ear w e . have been 
s lipp ing . E v e ry  ye a r w e have 
fa lle n  fu r th e r  b e h ind ; fu r th e r  
be h ind  in  w o r ld  le adersh ip ; f u r ­
th e r be h ind  in  o u r race w ith  
Russia; fu r th e r  b e h in d  in  ou r 
c a p a b ility  and cap ac ity  fo r  na ­
t io n a l defense, and fu r th e r  be ­
h in d  in  the  s e c u r ity  o f w o r ld  
c iv iliz a t io n .”  ( In  th e  in te re s t o f 
accuracy, C annon shou ld  have 
rep laced the  w o rd  “ c iv i l iz a t io n ”  
w ith  “ c a p ita lism .” )

T he  M isso u ri D e m ocra t e x ­
pressed am azem ent a t th e  con­
tra s t be tw een A m e ric a ’s pos i­
t io n  tod ay  and a t the  close o f 
W o rld  W ar I I  w h en  “ upon  the  
deck o f a g rea t ba ttle sh ip , w e 
sum m oned th e  rep resen ta tives  
o f Japan and G erm any, the  tw o  
greatest m il i ta r y  powers o f th e ir  
day; w e  said, ‘Y ou  s ign  on the  
do tted  lin e .’ A n d  th e y  signed.

“ W e d id  n o t ne go tia te  w ith  
them . W e d id  no t go th ro u g h  a ll 
th is  r ig a m a ro le  w e have been 
go ing th ro u g h  ove r in  K o re a  a n d . 
Geneva. W e said, ‘S ign ,’ and 
th e y  signed.”

W hy could Am erica do this? 
W ith  refreshing lack of referen­
ces to being right, or represent­
ing "democracy" or "four free ­
doms," Cannon explained: "B e­
cause. we were at that tim e the 
greatest m ilita ry  power the 
w orld had ever seen."

W h a t caused A m e rica  to  d ro p  
be h ind  th e  m il i ta r y  p o te n tia l o f 
the  S ov ie t bloc? C annon sees no 
p ro fo un d  reasons lodged  in  the  
d if fe r in g  econom ic s tructu res. 
I le  b lam es i t  a l l on “ h ig h - ra n k ­
in g  o ffice rs ”  w h o  d id  n o t keep 
up w ith  techno logy , and w ho  
k e p t repea ting , “ W e are p e rfe c t­
ly  safe; \ve can w in  any w a r; we 
can destroy a n y  n a tio n .”

“ T hey  have lu lle d  us to  sleep 
w ith  th a t s o rt o f sedative , and 
the y  go t aw ay w ith  i t  u n t i l  the  
Russians p u t  th e ir  s p u tn ik  in to  
o rb it. T h e y  co u ld n ’t  deny tha t. 
T h a t set them  back on th e ir  
heels. T h e y  cou ld  n o t e x p la in  
th a t aw ay. W e had been t ry in g  
to p u t  a m iss ile  th ro u g h  the  
s tra tosphere  ove r a lo ng  pe riod  
and w e  had n o t been ab le  to  do 
it ,  and fo r  m ore  tha n  a yea r a fte r  
we w e re  n o t ab le  to do it .  B u t  
th e y  d id  it .

“ A n d  i t  is s t i l l  the re . I t  is  s t i l l  
the re  fo r  the  w o r ld  to  see —  o u r 
a llies, ou r enem ies and th e  n e u ­
tra ls .

"And w e are s lill earthbound. 
Of course ihere are fhe monkeys. 
B ui the Russians made monkeys 
of us long ago."

So how  is  the  la g  in  th e  arm s 
race w ith  th e  S o v ie t U n io n  to 
be overcom e? “ W il l  th is  b i l l  do 
the  w o rk?  W il l  i t  re tr ie v e  th e  
s itua tion ?  I f  no t, th e n  w e  are 
ne a ring  th e  end o f e v e ry th in g  
. . .  I t  cou ld  be th e  la s t w a r  b i l l  
w e w i l l  have  o p p o r tu n ity  to  con­
s ide r.”

I t  is C annon ’s o p in io n  th a t the  
colossal sums o f  m oney spent on 
a rm am ents  since 1945 have been 
spent in  the  w ro n g  w a y . “ A n d  
as a re s u lt the  U n ite d  States is 
today a second-rate pow e r. A l l  
w e  have is the  chance o f re ­
d e m p tio n  ■— th a t is a m ere  
chance. I t  is  la te r  —  m uch la te r  
—  tha n  m an y  o f  us th in k .  W e 
have been s leep ing .”

N O  A L L IE S

L o o k in g  g lo o m ily  a t the  w a r 
he sees a t th e  end o f th e  road, 
C annon p re d ic te d  th a t  A m e rica  
w o u ld  have no a llies . “ T he  t ru th  
o f the  m a tte r is th a t w e  m ig h t as 
w e ll concede no w  th a t w h e n  we 
f in a lly  figh t, i f  f ig h t w e  m ust, w e 
w i l l  have  to  f ig h t a lone.”

A m e ric a ’s is o la tio n  w i l l  no t 
re su lt f ro m  i l l - w i l l  on the  p a rt 
of. E ng land  and F rance b u t fro m  
th e ir  in ca p a c ity  to  do a n y th in g . 
“ T he re  is no lo n g e r an y  a lly  
a n yw h e re  w h o  can p ro te c t us 
fo r  one day, one h o u r o r  one 
m in u te .”

M oreove r, th e  w a r w i l l  cost 
A m e ric a  h e a v ily . “ A  h ig h  o f­
fic ia l in  the  A rm e d  Forces o f 
the  U n ite d  S tates said ju s t the  
o th e r day th a t i f  w e  are a ttacked 
b y  m iss iles o r b y  bom bers, we 
m ig h t be ab le  to  kno ck  do w n  10 
per cen t o r 20 p e r cen t o f them . 
M aybe b y  good lu c k , w e  cou ld  
kno ck  do w n  a few ' m ore. B u t he 
said th a t the  res t w e re  com ing  
th ro u g h . W hen th e y  s ta r t  fro m  
Russia do no t e n te rta in  any m is ­
apprehension ab ou t th a t —  
m ore  than  h a lf  o f  th e m  w i l l  h i t  
the  ta rg e t.”

This would "m ean fhfr w reck­
age of every Am erican city. 
There would be no vestige of 
this Capitol rem aining, and you 
who are here w ould go w ith  it. 
Do not entertain  any illusions 
about that."

A g a in s t F lo o d ’s concep t o f  a 
“ l im ite d ”  w a r, G annon re p lie d : 
“ T he re  w i l l  n e v e r be ano the r 
w a r w ith  rifles . A b su rd . W e w i l l  
never send an o the r e x p e d it io n ­
a ry  fo rce  to Europe. I f  w a r came 
the  f irs t  b ig  p ro b lem  w o u ld  be 
h o w  to  ge t o u t o f G erm an y the  
m en w e .a lready have the re .”

A s a lo y a l adhe ren t o f the  b i­
pa rtisan  c o a lit io n  th a t  has en ­
v isaged G e rm an y  as a b r id g e ­
head fo r  a tta c k  on th e  S ov ie t 
U n ion , C annon d id  no t, o f 
course, suggest th a t  A m e rica n  
troops be w ith d ra w n  fro m  G e r­
m any now .

H O W  COME?

R e tu rn in g  to  th e  reasons fo r  
th e  rise  o f the  S ov ie t U n io n  to  
w o r ld  pow e r, C annon expressed 
w h a t m u s t be in  th e  m in d  o f 
m an y  a c a p ita lis t:

“ One o f the  g rea test en igm as 
o f a l l  t im e  is  th e  fa c t th a t th e  
U n ite d  S tates in  1945 w as the  
un d ispu te d  m aste r o f th e  w o r ld , 
w ith  the  greatest fo rce  ever m o ­

b iliz e d  in  the  h is to ry  o f m a n ­
k in d , ye t in  th e  sho rt t im e  th a t 
has elapsed, since, w e a re  hope­
lessly beh ind . W e in v e n te d  the  
subm arine , w e  in ve n te d  the  a ir ­
p lane, w e  in v e n te d  th e  a tom ic  
bomb. Then  the  Russians came 
in , too k  the m  aw ay fro m  us, and 
w e n t us one b e tte r. T oday the y  
have m ore planes th a n  w e  have, 
th e y  have m ore  subm arines, 
th e y  have m ore  g ro u n d  troops, 
and th e y  are b e tte r arm ed. They 
a re  s u p e rio r to  us in  eve ry  
b ranch o f th e  service.

"H ow  did it happen th a t in  
this b ill every year, w ith  the 
advice of the Pentagon, we have 
allowed Russia to outstrip us in 
every phase of w arfare  when we 
had the start and every advan­
tage? How  has it happened? 
Who can answer that? I  ask any 
man here to te ll us how it hap­
pened.

“ T he  Russians had h a rd ly  
em erged fro m  ba rba rism . They 
had no m echanics, no  in d u s try , 
no in v e n tiv e  geniuses, no scien­
tis ts . A n d  w e  had  e ve ry th in g . 
W e had i t  a ll. W e w e re  th e  m ost 
sc ien tific , th e  m ost advanced, the  
m ost p rogress ive  N a tio n  in  the  
w o r ld . H o w  has i t  happened th a t 
w e have  passed th is  b i l l  eve ry  
yea r to de fend  th e  N a tio n , and 
; it  has n o t  de fended th e  N a tion?  
W ’e- have  d ro pp ed  s te a d ily  be ­
h in d  eve ry  yea r, e ve ry  b i l l . ”

C annon o ffe re d  a “ v e ry  s im ­
p le ”  exp la na tio n . T he  a d m ira ls  
are “ n o t in te res ted  in  subm a­
r in e s ”  and “ do n o t w a n t to  go 
do w n  in  p ig ’ boats.”  So the y  
w e n t fo r  ca rrie rs .

To calch up w ith  the Soviet 
Union, Cannon proposed a 
method as simple as his expla­
nation. This is to build  a fleet 
of "nuclear-powered, missile f ir ­
ing submarines" that "can rise 
through the Arctic ice cap at any 
selected spot and blow  any Rus­
sian c ity  off the map."

T h a t th is  w o u ld  m ean l i t t le  
m ore tha n  su ic ide  w as re a d ily  
a d m itte d  b y  th is  spokesm an o f 
the  D e m ocra tic  P a rty . “ W e do 
no t w a n t to  w in  a w a r. W e can­
n o t a ffo rd  to  w in  a w a r. W e 
cannot a ffo rd  to  have  o u r c itie s  
w re cked  and m illio n s  o f o u r peo­
p le  destroyed  even i f  w e  w in . ”

C O S T L Y  S U IC ID E

B y ro n  L . Johnson, a pa c ifis t- 
m in de d  D em ocra t fro m  D enver, 
Co lorado, no ted  th a t th e ' a rm a ­
m en ts  budget fo r  th e  c u rre n t 
ye a r am ounts to  ab ou t $200 fox- 
each m an, w o m an  and c h ild  in  
the  U n ite d  States.

C a lc u la tin g  th e  cost o n  the  
basis o f a w o r ld  p o p u la tio n  o f

tw o  and a h a lf  b i l l io n  people, 
he s a id :/ “ Each y e a r w e  a re  
spend ing abou t $18 fo r  eve ry  
m an, w om an, and c h ild  on  the; 
face o f th e  g lob e  in  px-eparing 
fo r  m an ’s d e s tru c tion . Y e t the- 
Congress a p p ro p ria te d  la s t y e a r 
o n ly  $50,000 fo r  th e  Senate S ub­
com m ittee  on D isa rm a m e n t to  
w o rk  on a lte rn a tiv e s  to  th e  ai-ms 
race.”

Johnson u rged  the  pack  o f b ig  
business p o lit ic ia n s  to  consider 
“ the  o v e rw h e lm in g  m o ra l re a ­
son:?”  fo r  “ ru l in g  o u t”  w a r. A p ­
p e a ling  to  th e  teach ings o f “ the  
m an fi'o m  G a lilee ,”  he rem inded , 
w h oe ve r m ig h t  be lis te n in g  th a t  
“ you  overcom e e v i l w i th  good; 
th a t w e  sho u ld  xxot g iv e  o u r­
selves up to  vengeance; indeed, 
th a t w e  shou ld  lo v e  o u r en­
em ies.”

None o f th e  R epresenta tives 
seemed to  th in k  th a t  Johnson ’s 
ad m on ition s  w e re  su p e rio r to  
the  p ra ye rs  o f th e  p ro fess iona l 
c le rgym en  w h o  open each d a y ’s 
session w ith  an in v o c a tio n  to  the- 
A lm ig h ty .

E C O N O M Y -M IN D E D

M u ch  has been m ade in  the- 
press ove r d iffe rences be tw een  
D em ocra ts and  R epub licans on 
“ econom y”  in  x-elation to  th e  
stupendous a rm am en ts  budget. 
A  lo t  o f  th is  in v o lv e s  n o th in g  
m ore  than  th e  jo c k e y in g  o f v a r i­
ous co rp o ra tions  fo r  b ig g e r 
shares o f a rm a m e n t con trac ts . 
One congressm an, h o w e v e r ,  
T h o r C. T o lle fson , R e pu b lican  o f 
Tacom a, W ash., d id  s tr ik e  w h a t 
seemed to  be a s incere  note:

“ Mi-. C ha irm an^”  he said, “ th is  
b i l l  con ta ins  a lm os t $40 b illio n , 
and I  he s ita te  a l i t t le  b i t  to  d is ­
cuss a m a tte r w h ic h  cou ld  mean: 
a sav ing  o f o n ly  $10 o r  $20 m i l ­
lio n  pe r yea r.”  N everthe less  he 
v e n tu re d  to  suggest th a t  m i l i ­
ta ry  personne l w h o  ax-e t ra v e lin g  
by  a ir  “ f ro m  one assignm ent to  
a n o th e r”  shou ld  go b y  coach in ­
stead o f f ir s t  class “ w h e re v e r 
possib le .”

Tollefson argued that this 
would not w o rk  m uch hardship  
on Am erica's fighting m en be­
cause "these coach flights ara 
designations only. They are ac­
tu a lly  first-class' flights."

T h is  suggestion go t th e  b ru sh - 
o ff fro m  M ahon, re p o rte r fo r  the  
m a jo r ity  o f th e  co m m itte e  th a t 
w o rk e d  up t l ie  b i l l .  H e  a d m itte d  
th a t  “ m ost peop le  in  th e  m i l i ­
ta ry  and G o ve rn m e n t agencies 
do tx-avel f ir s t  class w hereas 
m an y  c itizens  o th e rw ise  r id e  th e  
coach f lig h ts .”  B u t  he do ub te d  
th a t i t  w o u ld  be “ best p roced­
u re ”  to  px-ohibit the  lu x u ry .

Headlines in Other Lands
French Premier 
Admits, Denies 
Torture Methods

A d m it t in g  in  e ffect th a t cap­
tu re d  A lg e r ia n  rebe ls  w e re  be­
in g  to rtu re d , F rench  P re m ie r 
M ic h e l D ebre  revea led  June  25 
th a t a secret w a rn in g  had been 
issued b y  the  go ve rn m e n t to 
a rm y  generals. D ebre  said th a t 
th e y  w i l l  be he ld  “ p e rson a lly  
respons ib le ”  fo r  any m a ltre a t­
m en t o f A lg e r ia n  p risone i’s.

M e a n w h ile  new  charges o f  
p o lice  to r tu re  against A lg e ria n s  
in  F rance  w e re  m ade p u b lic  
th is  week. The to r tu re  charges 
w ci'e  m ade b y  seven A lg e r ia n  
s tudents arrested w h ile  v is it in g  
France. The seven w ro te  a 
s m a ll book e n tit le d  “ L a  G an­
g rene”  w h ic h  ou tlin e s  th e  to r ­
tu re  th e y  w e re  sub jected  to. 
T he book was seized b y  the  
G ove rn m en t, P re m ie r D e b re  de­
c la r in g  th a t th e  to r tu re  charge 
was a com p le te  fa b ric a tio n  and 
was “ concocted”  b y  tw o  C om ­
m u n is t w r ite rs . T he  p u b lis h e r 
has den ied th is  and re a ffirm e d  
th e  seven s tud en ts ’ au tho rsh ip .

S eve ra l o f the  s tudents have 
been on a hu ng e r s tr ik e  in  a 
F rench  p riso n  since June  18 
w h ile  th e ir  la w y e rs  a re  t r y in g  
to ge t the m  released. T hey  con­
ten d  th a t the  G ove rn m e n t had 
b ro u g h t “ inadm issab le  pressure 
on the  ju d ic ia l p o w e r”  b y  de­
c la r in g  the  to r tu re  charges 
fa lse ‘ be fore  a ju d ic ia l in q u iry  
had taken  place.

U.S. Reduces 
A id  to Poland

T he  th ir d  U.S. econom ic aid 
ag reem ent w ith  P o land  w i l l  
px-ovide $ 4 4 -m illio n  o f fa rm  s u r­
pluses and $ 6 -m illio n  o f po lio  
vaccine to  be pa ic( fo r  in  P o lish  
currexxcy. T he  am o un t is h a lf  o f 
la s t y e a r’s g ra n t. A n  e d ito r ia l 
com m ent in  the  June  12 N ew  
Y o rk  T im es said, “ W e hope th a t 
th e  Poles w i l l  unde rs tand  th a t 
the  re d u c tio n  in  a id  does n o t 
s ig n ify  any d im in u t io n  in  ou r 
fr ie n d s h ip  o r o u r a d m ira tio n  fo r  
the m  as a peop le.”

Italian Seamen 
Tie Up Ships

F o u r s tr ik in g  I ta lia n  seamen 
w e re  a rrested  as 300 p icke ts  
c lashed w ith  p o lice  on a p ie r 
la s t week. The I ta l ia n  gove rn

m en t has take n  ove r thx-ee ships 
u n d e r the  guise o f s u p p ly in g  
the  Is la n d  o f S a rd in ia  and re ­
fuses to  b a rg a in  w ith  the  s t r ik ­
ers u n t i l  th e y  r e tu r n . to  w o i'k . 
A n g e lo  J e rv o lin o , M in is te r  o f 
M e rch an t M a rine , has th re a te n ­
ed to  take  ove r m ore  ships.

N in e ty  I ta l ia n  sh ips have 
been tie d  up  in  p o rts  a round  
the  w o r ld  since the  s tr ik e  be­
gan th re e  weeks ago. The sea­
m en, h i t  b y  th e  r is in g  cost o f 
l iv in g ,  w a n t a ra ise in  wages.

Cattle Kings 
Provoke Castro

P ro vo ke d  b y  the  re fu s a l o f 
b ig  ca ttle m e n  to  b u y  ca ttle  
f ro m  s m a ll b reeders excep t at 
lo w  prices, P r im e  M in is te r  Cas­
t ro  announced th a t a l l  ca ttle  
lands in  excess o f 3,300 acres 
w o u ld  be seized im m e d ia te ly .

T he  A g ra r ia n  R e fo rm  L a w  
passed e a r ly  in  June  had no t 
been expected to  be p u t in to  
e ffect u n t i l  n e x t Septem ber. 
H ow eve r, C astro  ca lled  the  c a t­
t le m e n ’s re fu sa l to  cooperate 
“ passive res is tance”  to  th e  la w  
and th e re fo re  “ c o u n te r-re v o lu ­
t io n a ry .”

Argentine Regime 
Caught Between 
Labor and M ilitary

P re s id e n t F ro n d iz i’s reg im e  in  
A rg e n tin a  rem a ined  sha ky  even 
th o u g h  the  p o lit ic a l c ris is  th a t 
racked  the  c o u n try  fo r  the  past 
fe w  w eeks seems to  have sub ­
sided. A  m om enta i-y  peace was 
established be tw een P res ide n t 
F ro n d iz i and the  m il i ta r y  w hen 
he to o k  ex tre m e  r ig h tis ts  in to  
h is cab ine t th is  w eek. T he  old  
cab ine t x-esigned la s t w eek e x ­
cep t fo r  th re e  m il i ta r y  secre­
ta rie s  to  p re v e n t a coup b y  o ld - 
l in e  m il i ta r y  officers.

T h e y  cha rged  th a t F ro n d iz i 
had rece ived  s u p p o rt f ro m  
fo rm e r  P res ide n t P eron  in  the  
la s t e lec tion . T he  N .Y . T im es 
rep o rts  th a t p la c in g  rep rese n ta ­
tives  o f “ o p p o s itio n ”  pai-ties in  
the  cab ine t m eans th a t F ro n ­
d iz i “ w o u ld  sw in g  to w a rd  the  
p o lit ic a l foi'ces th a t supported  
the  a n ti-P e ro n  re v o lu tio n  o f 
1955 fo r  p o p u la r ba ck in g  fo r  
econom ic po lic ies .”

A lv a i'o  C. A lso ga ray , the  new  
M in is te r  o f the  Econom y, p e r­
sonifies th e  new  cab inet. He 
represents “ a n e w  e n tre p re n e u r 
class o f se lf-m ade m anagers

and techn ic ians  w ith o u t in h e r­
ite d  w e a lth , socia l po s itio n  o r 
o ld -g u a rd  p o lit ic a l lin k s .”  H is  
C iv ic  Ind epe nd en t P a r ty  re ­
ce ived o n ly  60,000 votes in  th e  
las t e lec tions as aga inst F ro n ­
d iz i’s fo u r  m il lio n .  H is  p ro g ra m  
ca lled  fo r  appea ling  to  fo re ig n  
c a p ita l fo r  de ve lopm e n t o f the  
coun ti-y ’s o i l  industx-y —  a p o l­
icy  w h ic h  F ro n d iz i la te r  adop t­
ed.

M e a n w h ile  the  econom ic c r i­
sis continues. L a s t yea r the  cost 
o f l iv in g  rose 50.7% and is s t i l l  
r is in g . F o u r genera l s tr ik e s  in 1 
the  la s t yea r p o in t to  the  
m ou n tiixg  d iscon te n t o f the  
p o w e r fu l A rg e n tin e  la b o r m ove­
m en t. A n d  B e rtra m  B . Joh an n - 
son notes in  the  June 26 C h ris ­
t ia n  Science M o n ito r  th a t a m a­
jo r i t y  o f a rm y  o ffice rs , w h ile  
s t i l l  s u p p o rtin g  c o n s titu t io n a l 
go ve rn m en t, “ are n o t pleased 
ove r th e  fa c t th a t F ro n d iz i con­
t in u a l ly  uses troops to  q u e ll 
s tr ik e s  and th e re b y  generates 
a n t i-m il i ta i 'y  fee lings  in  the  
la b o r m ove m en t.”

Portuguese Protest 
Police Torture

D ic ta to r  A n to n io  de O liv e ira  
S alazar is ig n o r in g  pro tests  
aga inst th e  to r tu re  m ethods o f  
the  Portuguese secret po lice . 
R eports o f b ru ta l i ty  have been 
s t if le d  due to  po lice  in te r fe r ­
ence and censorsh ip.

W hen  a s igned docum en t was 
sent to  S a lazar p ro te s tin g  po ­
lice  to r tu re , go ve rn m e n t o f f ic i­
als labe led  the  45 signers as 
“ L e ft is ts ”  and “ c ryp to -C o m m u - 
n is ts .”  T he  g i'oup in c lu d e d  s ix  
p ries ts  and m an y  w e ll-k n o w n  
conserva tives.

R e ce n tly  a p e t it io n  s igned b y  
402 s tudents fro m  L isbo n , C o im ­
b ra  and O po rto  u n iv e rs it ie s  
u rg ed  S a lazar to  re t ire . T he  
p e tit io n  com p la ine d  aga inst ob ­
s c u ra n tis t teach ing  doctrines, 
p o lit ic a l repressions in  u n iv e r ­
s ity  l i fe  and inadequate  fa c il­
ities .

In c i’easing op po s ition  to  S a l­
azar’s d ic ta to rs h ip  comes fro m  
seve ra l o rgan iza tions. These in ­
c lude the  C h r is t ia n  D e m ocra tic  
m ovem en t rep re se n tin g  100,000 
m em bers o f a C a th o lic  A c tio n  
g ro u p ; the  L ib e ra l D em ocra ts 
w ho  u n ite  e ld e r ly  in te lle c tu a ls  
and some y o u n g e r w rite i'S  and 
p ro fess iona l m en ; the  S oc ia l­
is ts ; and the  C o m m un is t P a r ty  
w i th  a re p o rte d  m em b ersh ip  o f 
be tw een 3,000 and 5,000.



Reacts to T V  Show 
On Teamsters Union
Editor:

I  saw a T V  p ro g ra m  the  o th e r 
n ig h t th a t was above average. 
I t  in c lu d e d  film s  o f m eetings 
o f the  Team sters U n io n  at 
w h ic h  H o ffa  spoke. A lso  in te r ­
v ie w s  w ith  m em bers o f the  
u n io n , bo th  p ro  and con in  re ­
ga rd  to  H offa .

M y  fee lings  w ere  m ixe d . The 
sponsors o f the  f ilm  w ere  do ing  
th e ir  best to  h i t  a t the  un ion  
w ith o u t be ing  too obvious abou t 
i t .  T hey  the re fo re  had to  in ­
c lude  a lo t  o f fac ts  and these 
shou ld  be o f concern to  eve ry  
u n io n is t w h o  has done any 
w o rry in g  abou t the  gove rn m en t 
a tta ck  headed by  the  M c C le lla n  
com m ittee .

F irs t  o f a ll,  i t ’s h ig h ly  en­
cou rag ing  to  see such a p o w e r­
f u l  un ion . T h is  is a fa r  c ry  
f ro m  the  s itu a tio n  a fe w  dec­
ades ago. I f  a un io n  as strong  
as the  Team sters eve r goes in to  
p o lit ic s  i t  w i l l  be a b lea k  day 
fo r  the  D em ocra ts and R epub­
licans.

A lso  I  sym pa th ize  w ith  H o ffa ’s 
backers in  the  ra n k  and f ile

w ho  pra ise h im  fo r  b r in g in g  
hom e the  p o rk  chops. T h a t ’s 
w h a t the  u n io n  is fo r  even i f  
th e y  ge t H o ffa ’s leadersh ip  
m ix e d  up w ith  the  po w e r o f the  
un ion  its e lf in  de a lin g  w ith  the  
tru c k  owners.

B u t dem ocracy in  the  T eam ­
sters U n io n  is c e r ta in ly  in  sad 
shape and th is  is a b ig  w e a k ­
ness th a t m akes the  un ion  v u l­
ne rab le  to a tta ck  fro m  the p o li­
tic ia ns , bo th  D em ocra tic  and Re­
p u b lican , w h o  rep resen t the 
tru c k  owners.

To b lo ck  M c C le lla n  the  un io n  
shou ld  c lean up the  bad p ra c ­
tices. T h a t bad p ractices do 
e x is t is unden iab le . T h is  was 
proved  by  the  film s  show ing  
how  H o ffa  runs a m ee ting . A  
rea l d ic ta to r.

I t ’s v e ry  d i f f ic u lt  to  b u ild  a 
m ovem en t on a p ro g ra m  o f de­
m ocracy fo r  the  ra n k  and f ile  
in  the  Team sters. The tes tim on y  
o f those w h o  fe l t  H o ffa ’s heavy 
hand was p le n ty  e loquen t on 
tha t.

B u t the re  is no o th e r w ay. 
E ven i f  i t  has to be an u n d e r­
g ro un d  m ovem en t to  avo id  v ic ­
tim iz a tio n , the  m ilita n ts  have 
go t to  do it .  T h a t k in d  o f con­
c lus ion  is the  best answ e r in

m y o p in io n  to  a ttacks  on the  
un ion  such as th is  T V  show  
represented.

O. T . Road 
New  Y ork

Few Job Openings 
In Tennessee Town
Editor:

T here  are p le n ty  o f th in g s  to 
be done here in  the dear o ld  
S ou th land .

T he  b iggest p ro b lem  is to  find  
w o rk  and keep it .  T hen comes 
the  question o f w h a t can be 
done to  oppose the  D em ocra tic  
p o lit ic a l m ach ine w h ic h  run s  
th ings.

In  the  to w n  w h e re  I  am  now  
located, a few' peop le ho ld  m em ­
bersh ip  in  the  N A A C P  b u t I  
m ust say th a t the  g roup  leader 
sh ip  is fa r  fro m  v igorous.

W e hope to  become m ore ac­
tiv e  in  the  near fu tu re  in  p re ­
pa ra tio n  fo r  e lec to ra l a c tiv itie s  
in the  fa ll.

I f  R o be rt W ill ia m s  m akes a 
to u r  as a speaker i t  w 'ou ld sure 
be w 'onde rfu l to  have h im  come 
th ro u g h  here.

A  Reader 
Tennessee

Here's M y Card
By Gordon Bailey

M y  n e ig h b o r’s door was open. I  heard  
voices. “ I ’m  s o rry ; I  am  n o t in te res ted .”

“ B u t, la d y , w 'ith  a su b sc rip tio n  to  Cue you  
ge t th is  u n ab ridg ed  d ic tio n a ry .”

I  was in te rested . I  cou ld  use a good d ic ­
t io n a ry , and Cue, the  N ew  Y o rk  e n te rta in m e n t 
gu ide, is a ha nd y  p u b lic a tio n . M aybe w e cou ld  
m ake  a deal.

A s  m y  n e ig h b o r’s door closed, the  salesman 
tu rn e d  to  me. H is  shoes g lis tened ; h is  h a ir  
g leam ed; h is  t ie  w'as in  exact center. O n ly  the  
to p  o f h is c o lla r  show ed a s lig h t w i l t  fro m  the  
m o is tu re  on h is  neck.

“ H o w  m uch is i t? ”  I  asked.
“ J u s t a m in u te ,”  he said, “ L e t  m e show  you  

w h a t you  a re -g e tt in g .”  H e  opened the  heavy 
d ic tio n a ry  in  the  m id d le  and li f te d  i t  up  by tw'O 
o r  th ree  pages. “ See,”  he sa id ; “ hand sewm. The 
pages w i l l  neve r fa l l  o u t.”

“ Looks  good,”  I  said. “ H o w  m uch?”
H e igno red  m y  question . “ I t ’s an unab ridged  

d ic tio n a ry .”  H e  /  said. “ D o you  k n o w  w h a t 
u n ab ridg ed  m eans?”

“ S ure ,”  I  said. “ B u t w h a t ’s the  dea l?”
H e re p lie d  w ith  a d e fin it io n  o f th e  te rm  

“ un a b rid g e d ”  th a t sounded l ik e  i t  was m em o r­
ized  fro m  the d ic tio n a ry . “ A n d  here is  h o w  to  
lo o k  up  a w o rd .”

“ L o o k ,”  I  said as he showmd m e h o w  to fin d  
“ p a tr io t is m ”  in  the  d ic tio n a ry . “ W h a t docs i t  
cost?”

“ N o w  le t  m e te l l  you  ab ou t Cue . . .”
“ I  k n o w  ab ou t Cue,”  I  said. “ I  am  in  a 

h u rry .  W h a t’s th e  c o m b in a tio n  o ffe r? ”
H e  to o k  a neat pad fro m  h is  pocke t and

covered i t  w i th  im p ress ive  figures. “ T w e n ty  
cents a copy . . . issue a w eek . . .  12% d iscou n t 
. .. th ree  years.”  I  saw h im  w r ite  $27.36.

“ I  am  s o rry ,”  I  sa id ; “ b u t th a t  is  m ore  
th a n  I  can a ffo rd  r ig h t  no w .”

A s I  s ta rted  to close the  door, he p u t h is  
foo t in  the  open ing . “ B u t you  h a v e n 't hea rd  the  
p rice  y e t ! ”

“ T h a t is w h a t I  have been ask ing  you  fro m  
the  b e g in n in g ,”  I  said, ju s t as i f  he d id n ’t  a l­
rea dy  k n o w  it .  “ I  see $27.36 there . I t  is m ore  
tha n  I  can a ffo rd .”

H is  vo ice  was ca lm , co llected, and soo th­
ing. “ Y ou do n ’t  pay th a t. Y ou  ju s t  pay m e $3 and 
you  get the  d ic tio n a ry  r ig h t  aw ay .”

“ Yes. B u t ho w  m uch do you  c o lle c t fro m  
m e la te r? ”

“ I  don ’ t  co lle c t a n y th in g  m ore  fro m  y o u .”  
H is  eyes sh ifte d  a l i t t le  w hen I  stared at 

h im . “ Y ou ge t b i lle d  b y  the  com pany th ro u g h  
the  m a il. ”

I  m oved the  door u n t i l  i t  touched the  shine 
on his shoe. “ I t ’s o n ly  $35,”  he said; “ and  w e 
w i l l  th ro w  in  T V  G u ide  fre e .”

“ T han ks ,”  I  said. “ W e do n ’t  have  a T V . 
C an ’t  s tand the  a d v e rtis in g .”

“ I t ’s a w o n d e rfu l o p p o rtu n ity ,”  he re ­
p lied . “ Y ou  m ay n o t ge t an o the r chance. I  sold 
s ix  o rders a lre a d y  th is  m o rn in g ; and a l l  to 
p ro m in e n t business m en .”

“ I ’m  n o t a p ro m in e n t business m an. O n ly  a 
w o rk e r  t r y in g  to  ge t b y .”

H e sw a llo w e d  and seemed to  d roop  a l i t t le  
as he p u lle d  h is  fo o t o u t o f the  do o rw a y . “ W e ll, 
i t  was n ice m ee ting  you. I f  you  k n o w  anybody 
th a t needs a d ic tio n a ry , he re ’s m y  ca rd .”

Notes in the News
R A T -B IT E S  —  A  fo u r-y e a r-o ld  c h ild  was 

take n  to  a N e w  Y o rk  h o s p ita l Jun e  18 a fte r  
be ing  b itte n  on the  le f t  hand  and ear b y  a ra t  
w h ile  she was sleep ing. T he  n e x t n ig h t  h e r 
pa ren ts  w e re  aga in  aw akened b y  screams and 
had to  take  the  c h ild  back to  the  ho sp ita l to  be 
trea te d  fo r  new  ra t  b ites. T he  H e a lth  D e p a rt­
m e n t to ld  the  la n d lo rd  o f the  H a rle m  b u ild in g  
to  close up the  m an y  holes in  th e  w a lls  and 
flo o rs  o f th e  ra t- in fe s te d  a p a rtm e n t and issued 
a sum m ons fo r  v io la t in g  th e  s a n ita ry  code. Such 
a v io la t io n  is  considered a m isdem eanor and is 
u s u a lly  pun ished  by  a sm a ll fine.

* * »
S L U M  T R A G E D Y  —  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  reg is ­

te red  its  f irs t dea th  fro m  ra t b ites  w h e n  a fo u r-  
m on th s -o ld  baby  succum bed June  25 a fte r  be ­
in g  rushed  to  a ho sp ita l. The m o the r, M rs. Rose 
F ox , 21, said she saw»no ra ts  in  th e  b a by ’s c a r­
r ia g e  b u t  rea lized  w h a t had  happened w h en  
she saw th e  in fa n t  covered w ith  b lood  fro m  
b ite s  on the  head, arm s and legs. H is  cries had 
aw akened her. T he  H e a lth  D e p a rtm e n t served 
the  la n d la d y  w ith  a sum m ons fo r  m a in ta in in g  
a b u ild in g  w ith  “ a c tiv e  ro d e n t ho les.”  La s t 
y e a r 565 ra t  b ite  cases w e re  re p o rte d  in  the 
w o r ld ’s w e a lth ie s t c ity . O f these 442 occu rred  
in  M an ha ttan , m o s tly  in  H a rlem .

*  *  *

C R E E P IN G  S O C IA L IS M . —  A  proposal to 
set a m in im u m  w age o f 50 cents an h o u r in  
Texas was denounced as “ soc ia lis tic ”  and “ ta k ­
in g  aw a y  o f fre e  en te rp rise ”  b y  spokesm en fo r  
ho te l, re s ta u ra n t and fa rm  em p loyers  o f th a t 
state.

*  *  *

U N F A IR  CH EESE —  T eam ste r un ion  p ic k ­
ets in  O regon and 10 o th e r w e ste rn  states are 
ask ing  g ro ce ry -s to re  custom ers to  re fra in  iro m  
b u y in g  th e  o range-co lored chcdda r be a ring  the  
fam ous T illa m o o k  labe l. F lu id  m ilk  hand lers , 
n o w  g e ttin g  $2.19 to $2.24 an ho u r, need an 
increase o f 30 cents an ho u r. The T illa m o o k  
C o un ty , Ore., C ream ery  A ssoc ia tion  is o ffe r in g  
10 cents. T he  b o yco tt is  lega l since i t  consists 
o f a d v e rtis in g  to  custom ers. F a rm ers  be lo ng ing  
to  the  associa tion have set up  co u n te r-p icke ts  
u rg in g  custom ers to  re fra in  fro m  p a tro n iz in g  
stores th a t do n ’t  hand le  the cheese. Custom ers 
are  fa v o r in g  th e  u n io n  p icke ts , so th a t sales 
have  d ropped  $80,000 a w eek. One o f the  fac to rs  
m a k in g  th e  m an u fa c tu re rs  s tick- tough  is the 
g o v e rn m e n t’s p ro g ra m  o f b u y in g  su rp lu s  fa rm  
products . T he  go ve rn m e n t checks co u ld  am oun t 
to  $61,000 a week.

*  *  *

B L U E  CROSS P R IC E  BO O ST —  N e w  Y o rk  
S tate Insu rance  o ffic ia ls  canno t be accused o f 
la c k  o f sym p a th y  fo r  the  e ffo rts  o f B lu e  Cross 
to  show  lu c ra t iv e  p ro fits . T en  m on ths  a fte r  
g ra n tin g  the  ho sp ita l in surance  g ro up  a 22.3% 
boost in  ra tes th e y  gave the m  an o the r w h o p ­
p in g  26.5% increase. T hey  sugar-coated th is  
b it te r  p i l l  fo r  B lu e  ’Cross users b y  c r it ic iz in g  
th e  o u t f i t ’s h ig h  a d m in is tra t iv e  costs. Lo u is  
H o lla n d e r, V ice  P res ide n t o f the  A m a lga m a ted  
C lo th in g  W orke rs  and a m em ber o f B lu e  Cross’s 
bo a rd  o f d irec to rs , asked, “ W h a t’s th e  rush ? ”

He said th a t the  la te s t boost shou ld  have been 
he ld  up pe nd ing  fu r th e r  in v e s tig a tio n  o f B lu e  
Cross b u t he fa ile d  to  urge th a t i t  be rep laced 
b y  an adequate go ve rn m en t-fina nce d  he a lth  
p la n  such as B r ita in  enjoys.

#  «  *

M O LD E R S  C E L E B R A T E  C E N T E N A R Y  —
The In te rn a tio n a l M o lde rs  and F o u n d ry  W o rk ­
ers U n io n  o f N o rth  A m e ric a  is ce le b ra tin g  its  
on e -h u n d re d th  a n n ive rsa ry . W ill ia m  H . S y lv is , 
p re s id e n t fro m  1863 to  1869,, was the  le ad ing  
s p ir it  in  o rg an iz in g  th e  un ion . S y lv is , one o f 
th e  p ro m in e n t in sp ire rs  o f th e  e ig h t-h o u r m o ve ­
m e n t in  A m erica , he lped  la y  th e  fo u n d a tio n s  o f 
the  A F L . M ost fam ous m em ber o f the  u n io n  
was Tom  M ooney. F ram ed up  in  th e  1916 P re ­
paredness D a y  bom bing , he was saved fro m  a 
death sentence and f in a lly  pa rdoned in  J a n u a ry  
1939 a fte r  a 22-year b a ttle  suppo rted  b y  w o rk ­
ers th ro u g h o u t the  w o r ld .

*  *  *

N E W  Y O R K  S C H O O L IN T E G R A T IO N  —
Some 300 w h ite  paren ts  o f the  G lenda le  section 
o f Queens p icke ted  C ity  H a ll June  25 to  p ro tes t 
a p lan  to  tra n s fe r 1,000 N egro  c h ild re n  to  
under-used  schools o f the  area. T h e y  ca rried  
p laca rds read ing , “ D o n ’t  T read  On Us.”  A  
cou n te r-d e m o n s tra tio n  o f N egro  pa ren ts  fro m  
th e  ove rc row d ed  B c d fo rd -S tu y v e s a n t section 
o f B ro o k ly n  ca rried  signs saying, “ T h is  is N ew  
Y o rk  C ity , N o t L i t t le  R ock.”  T h e y  w e re  accom ­
pan ied  b y  a h a n d fu l o f  N egro  c h ild re n . “ We 
w a n t to  show  o u r c h ild re n  to  the  G lenda le  
m others to  le t  them  see i f  th e y  have a n y th in g  
to fe a r,”  said M rs. B ea trice  W ad low , p re s id en t 
o f th e  P a rcn t-T e ache r A ssoc ia tion  a t P.S. 26. 
V a riou s  groups are ra l ly in g  in  s u p p o rt o f the  
trans fe rs .

*  *  *

A M E R IC A 'S  P A U P E R S  —  The Socia l Se­
c u r i ty  A d m in is tra tio n  re p o rte d  June  27 tha t 
m ore  tha n  7,000,000 A m erican s  are dependent 
on p u b lic  a id  fo r  subsistence. T h is  does n o t in ­
c lude  those d ra w in g  un e m p lo ym e n t insurance  
o r o ld -age pensions. N one o f them  can be said 
to  be l iv in g  in  lu x u ry .  M o n th ly  paym en ts  to
2.433.000 m en and w om en  d ra w in g  o ld-age “ as­
sistance”  range fro m  $108 in  C o nnecticu t to $29 
in  M iss iss ipp i. T he  na tio n a l average is  $64. 
M o n th ly  paym en ts  to  2,916,000 re c e iv in g  aid 
fo r  dependent c h ild re n  averages $28 fo r  each 
c h ild . M o n th ly  paym en ts  to  109,000 b lin d  p e r­
sons averages $68. Some 331,000 p e rm a n e n tly  
and to ta l ly  d isab led average $64 a m on th . A n d
1.250.000 people other, than the above categories
on p u b lic  re l ie f  average $26 a person.

*  +  *

LO N G S H O R E  IN T E G R A T IO N  —  A n o th e r 
step to w a rd  in te g ra tio n  am ong N ew  Y o rk  lo n g ­
shorem en was taken w hen o ffice rs  o f Lo ca l 1814 
o f the  In te rn a tio n a l Longsho rem en ’s Associa­
t io n  announced June  22 th a t  th e y  had agreed 
to  s u b m it a proposed m erg e r w ith  th e  a ll-N e g ro  
Lo ca l 968 to  a vo te  b y  the  m em bersh ip . A c c o rd ­
in g  to th e  ag reem ent 13 o ffice rs  o f L o c a l 968 
w o u ld  be guaranteed com parab le  posts in  the 
m erged loca l, in c lu d in g  tw o  seats on th e  wage- 
scale com m ittee . A b o u t 3,000 o f N e w  Y o rk ’s 
es tim a ted  25,000 longshorem en are Negroes.

...Radio-TV “ Equal Time” Imperiled
(Continued from  Page 1)

t io n  cam paigns because the  s ta ­
tions  cou ld  n o t g ive  equa l news 
coverage to  an a lle g e d ly  vast 
n u m b e r o f “ s p lin te r”  and “ c ra c k ­
p o t”  candidates.

F ra n k  S tan ton , p re s id en t o f 
the  C o lum b ia  B roadcas ting  Sys­
tem  rem inde d  the  com m ittee  
th a t the re  had- been 36 p re s i­
d e n tia l and v ice -p re s id e n tia l 
asp iran ts  in  1956, im p ly in g  th a t 
the  s ta tions  had g iven  equa l 
t im e  to a l l o f the m  and th a t the 
nu m be r w o u ld  increase as a re ­
s u lt o f the  D a ly  decision.

O m itte d  fro m  h is  te s tim o n y  
was the  fa c t th a t o n ly  a th ird  
o f these 36 candidates ( in c lu d ­
in g  the  m a jo r ones) a c tu a lly  re ­
ceived any a ir  tim e . T h is  s ing le  
s ta tis tic , ty p ic a l o f e v e ry  cam ­
pa ign, suffices to  dem onstra te  
th a t the re  c e r ta in ly  are “ grave 
abuses”  of the  e q u a l-t im e  la w  
—  abuses c o m m itte d  b y  the  
broadcasters w ith  the  in d u lg ­
ence o f the  FCC.

To bu ttress  S ta n to n ’s case, 
Rep. C u nn ing ha m  g ra v e ly  o p in ­
ed th a t the  D a ly  decis ion  w o u ld  
b r in g  “ a t leas t 5,000 cand ida ­
cies fo r  the  P res idency n e x t 
yea r.”  This "problem " is more 
than adequately handled by 
discrim inatory e l e c t i o n  laws 
which bar all but a handfu l of 
m inority  candidates in most 
slates.

The fa ke  c la im s to  Congress 
and the  p u b lic  th a t the  D a ly  
decis ion req u ire s  equa l news 
coverage o f a l l candidates comes 
w ith  p a r t ic u la r ly  p o o r grace 
fro m  the broadcasters, w h o  have 
m anaged to  exceed the n o to r­
ious reco rd  o f the  d a ily  press 
in  b la c k in g  o u t news o f m in o r ­
i t y  candidates.

The re g re tta b le  fa c t is  th a t

F arre ll Dobbs, 1956 SW P Presidential candidate, bringing  
message of socialism to the Am erican people in  a broadcast 
made possible by "equal-tim e" law . Current moves to k ill  
law  are designed to lim it a ir waves to candidates of Big  
Business.

n e ith e r the  F edera l C o m m u n i­
ca tions A c t  o r the  D a ly  de c i­
s ion req u ire s  th e  broadcasters 
to  exercise even a m in im u m  of 
im p a r t ia l ity  in  th e ir  e lection  
news coverage despite  the  fa c t 
th a t th e y  are fe d e ra lly  licensed 
and handsom ely com pensated to 
use th e ir  fa c il it ie s  “ in  the  p u b ­
l ic  in te re s t.”

The equal-tim e law  simply

provides that when a station 
perm its a candidate to "use" its 
studio to advance his campaign 
it must grant the same use to 
his rivals, w hether the original 
use was in itiated  by the candi­
date or the station.

In  the  L a r  D a ly  case, the FCC 
voted u n an im ou s ly  th a t “ use”  
had been extended to  in c u m ­
bent M a y o r R icha rd  D a ley

w hen a newscast showed h im  
f i l in g  h is  n o m in a tin g  p e tit io n s  
and accepting  p o lit ic a l endorse­
m ents. I t  c o rre c tly  he ld  th a t the 
news fo rm a t d id  n o t a lte r  the  
fa c t o f “ use.”

E m p lo y in g  the  same y a rd ­
s tick , the  com m ission vo ted 4 to  
3 th a t use was extended w hen 
newscasts showed the  M a y o r a t 
the  h e ig h t o f h is  cam paign 
g re e tin g  tire  p re s id en t o f A r ­
ge n tin a  and m a k in g  an appeal 
fo r  the  M a rch  o f D imes.

The correctness o f the  in te r ­
p re ta tio n  o f the  D a ly  decision 
as a p p ly in g  o n ly  to  “ use”  was 
conceded by  FCC m em ber F re d ­
e r ic k  F o rd  in  a June  28 te le ­
v is ion  pane l on the issue. O ther 
p a rtic ip a n ts  w ere  W ill ia m  P rice  
o f the  U I-S C , S enator H a rtk e  
and R icha rd  Sa lan t, a CBS o f­
fic ia l.

During the debate. Ford said: 
"W ell I  th in k  we ought to get 
this in perspective, w hat we are 
talking, about is not political 
coverage, or coverage of p o lit­
ical news. The only th ing this 
affects is the picture or voice of 
the candidate."

T h a t was th e  o n ly  ob je c tive  
p o in t F o rd  made in  the  discus­
sion. T he  ba lance o f h is  p e r­
fo rm an ce  substan tia tes the  im ­
pression th a t the  FCC staged 
the D a ly  decis ion  to  p ro v id e  a 
peg fo r  the  c la m o r aga inst equal 
t im e . O n ly  fo u r  m on ths be fore  
the  decis ion the  FCC had ru le d  
th a t s ta tions  do n ’t  have to  g ra n t 
t im e  in  a s im ila r  case.

A t  the  ou tse t o f the  T V  de­
bate, F o rd  dec la red: “ In  m y  
v ie w , th e  s ta tu te  enacted by  
Congress com pe lled  th is  de c i­
s ion .”  L a te r  he repea ted: “ W e ll, 
I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  em phasize th a t 
the —  th a t th is  decis ion was

com pelled  b y  the  s ta tu te  in  m y  
v ie w .”

On M arch 9, Rep. Cunning­
ham told the House: " I t  has 
been suggested that the Com ­
mission's recent ru ling  is an e f­
fo rt on the part of the Com­
missioners to force Congress to 
clarify  this section [315]. I  have 
no proof of such a motive, but 
I  do believe Congress should 
act to c larify  this situation."

On June  18 the  FCC recom ­
m ended th a t Congress exe m p t 
newscasts fro m  S ection 315. 
T h ree  days la te r, Jack  G ou ld , 
te le v is io n  c r it ic  o f the  N ew  Y o rk  
T im es and an opponent o f equa l 
tim e , w ro te : “ T he  la t te r  m ove 
tended to  co n firm  rep o rts  in  
some qu a rte rs  th a t the  FCC had 
pu rpo se ly  stood b e h ind  its  in ­
te rp re ta tio n  o f S ection  315 in  
o rd e r to conv ince  Congress th a t 
i t  was up to  the le g is la t iv e  body 
to  m ake the  necessary r e v i­
sions.”

T h is  consp iracy to  s n u ff o u t 
the  a lre a d y  f l ic k e r in g  r ig h t  o f 
freedom  o f the  a ir  fo r  m in o r ity  
groups shou ld  be e n e rg e tic a lly  
resisted bo th  to  de fend  the elec­
to ra l r ig h ts  o f such groups and 
the r ig h t  o f the  p u b lic  to he a r 
a l l v iew s.

In  an exchange w ith  S enator 
H a rtk e  d u r in g  th e  T V  debate, 
W ill ia m  P ric e  dec la red: “ W e
w o u ld  f ig h t th is  on o u r ow n  be­
h a lf, b u t w e  w o u ld  f ig h t f u r t h ­
e r fo r  the  r ig h t  . . .  o f the  peo­
p le  and the  vo te rs  them selves 
to  see. Because w ith o u t a p re ­
sen ta tion  o f a lte rn a tiv e s  th a t 
are rea l a lte rn a tiv e s  in  te rm s o f 
p o lic y  . . . then  i t  is the  v o te r 
. . . w h o  is com prom ised and 
w ho  is denied. . . . T h is  is the  
rea l freedom  o f the  v o te r w h ic h  
m ust be p ro te c ted .”

'The Bill Would Stifle All Voices of Dissent'
(The fo llo w in g  exce rp ts  are 

fro m  te s tim o n y  b y  W ill ia m  
P rice , exe cu tive  secre ta ry  o f the  
N e w  Y o rk  U n ite d  Ind epe nd en t- 
S oc ia lis t C om m ittee , opposing 
p end ing  le g is la tio n  in  Congress 
th a t w o u ld  v ir tu a l ly  e lim in a te  
th e  “ equa l t im e ”  re g u la tio n  go v ­
e rn in g  p o lit ic a l broadcasts. U n ­
d e r e x is tin g  ru les , i f  a ra d io  o r 
T V  s ta tio n  accords fre e  tim e  to  
one cand ida te  fo r  p u b lic  o ffice  i t  
m us t accord equa l fa c il it ie s  to  
a l l o th e r candidates fo r  th a t o f ­
fice. P rice  gave h is  te s tim o n y  be­
fo re  th e  C o m m un ica tions  S ub­
com m ittee  o f th e  Senate In te r ­
s tate and F o re ig n  Com m erce 
C o m m itte e  in  W ash ing to n  on 
June  25. •—  E d ito r.)

T h is  com m ittee  has be fore  i t  
proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  w h ic h  
w o u ld  e ffe c tiv e ly  e lim in a te  the 
vo ice  o f d issen t f ro m  the  p o ­
l i t ic a l arena in  the  U n ite d  States.

W e u rg e  th is  co m m itte e  and 
the  Congress n o t to  ta m p e r l ig h t ­
ly  w ith  Section 315 o f the  F ed­
e ra l C o m m un ica tions  A c t  and 
the “ e q u a l-t im e ”  ru le  w h ic h  is 
an o u tg ro w th  o f th e  h is to r ic a l 
asp ira tions  to  guaran tee  freedom  
in  the  m a rk e t p lace o f  ideas.

D iff ic u lt ie s  env is ioned  b y  the  
broadcasters as the  re s u lt o f the 
L a r  D a ly  decis ion  sho u ld  in  no 
w a y  be used to  tu rn  th e  c lock  
back on th e  cen tu ries  o ld  f ig h t 
to  p ro te c t and expand th e  areas 
o f fre e  p o lit ic a l discussion. W e 
see an a tte m p t to  do  th is , es­
p e c ia lly  in  th e  H a rtk e  b i l l ,  (S. 
1858) w h ic h  w o u ld  e xe m p t n o t 
o n ly  newscasts fro m  th e  eq ua l- 
.tirne ru le , b u t also pane l d is ­

cussions, debates o r s im ila r  typ e  
program s. The  language o f th is  
p a r t  o f th e  H a rtk e  b i l l  w o u ld  
e ffe c tiv e ly  e lim in a te  m in o r ity  
pa rties  fro m  th e  p ro te c tio n  o f 
the  e q u a l-t im e  ru le .

The H a rtk e  b i l l  w o u ld  also set 
up  q u a lify in g  p ro v is io n s  w h ic h  
cou ld  define an y  e x is tin g  m in o r­
i t y  p a r ty  o u t o f  the  area o f free  
debate. I ts  d e fin itio n s  o f le g it i ­
m acy  fo r  p o lit ic a l pa rties  are 
even m ore  severe th a n  the  a l­
ready  re s tr ic t iv e  e lec tio n  la w s  
o f th e  va rio u s  states.

O u r p o s itio n  on th is  and  on 
o th e r b ills  is  f ir s t  o f a l l  th a t any 
le g is la tio n  shou ld  n o t a lte r  the  
basic n a tu re  o f th e  e q u a l-tim e  
ru le .

W e also su p p o rt the  reason­
ab le extens ion  o f equa l t im e  to  
newscasts. The D a ly  decis ion re ­
cognizes a fa c t kn o w n  tb  a l l  w ho 
deal in  th e  p ro b lem  o f p u b lic  
op in io n  —  th a t an appearance on 
ra d io  o r te le v is io n  b y  a p o lit ic a l 
cand idate , e'ven u n d e r c irc u m ­
stances n o t d ire c t ly  re la te d  to  h is  
cand idacy is a p u b l ic ity  fa c to r 
o f im p o rtan ce .

I f  p rob lem s fo r  the  broadcast­
ers d e rive  fro m  th e  D a ly  de­
c is ion, i t  is  neverthe less w ith  
som ew hat i l l  grace th a t th e y  
no w  c ry  o f de fac to  FCC censor 
sh ip  w hen in  fa c t th e y  have 
p ra c ticed  th e ir  ow n  b ra n d  o f 
censorsh ip aga inst m in o r  p a r­
ties fo r  years.

T he  cam pa ign  o f the  Ind epe n ­
d e n t-S o c ia lis t P a r ty  in  la s t 
ye a r’s N e w  Y o rk  S tate e lec tion  
il lu s tra te s  th e  ra d io -T V  “ b la c k ­
o u t o f s ilence .”  B o th  R o cke fe lle r
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m ust go beyond exe rc is in g  con­
t ro l ove r the  un ions; i t  m ust 
seek w ays to e lim in a te  them . 
T he  u n io n -b u s tin g  d r iv e , to  be 
sure, is a lo ng -ra ng e  tendency 
and m ust pass th ro u g h  some 
decis ive  stages o f ba ttle s  be fore 
i t  can rea lize  its  ob je c tive  —  
b u t the  tendency is a p o w e rfu l 
one neverthe less and expresses 
its e lf in  the  em p loye rs ’ c o n tin ­
uous p ro b ings  in  the  fie ld  o f 
m ore and m ore c r ip p lin g  a n t i­
un ion  le g is la tio n .

T h is  e xp la ins  w h y  the  un ion  
bu reaucra ts  respond w ith  such 
an agonized re f le x  to m enacing 
a ttacks  o f b ig  business. The 
elim ination instead o f the  curb­
ing o f the  un ions pu ts  th e ir  
heads on the  chopp ing  b lock , 
and th is  th e y  cannot con tem ­
p la te  w ith o u t f lin c h in g . They 
are even fo rced  to  consid­
e r (w ith  the  u tm ost tre p id a ­
tio n  and hes itancy, o f course) 
the  m o b iliz a tio n  o f the un ion 
ra n k  and f ile  fo r  com bat. B u t 
a long that road the danger e x ­
ists th a t once the ran ks  a rc  in 
s tru g g le  the y  w o n ’t  stop a t re ­
p e llin g  the  c a p ita lis t a tta c k  on 
un ion ism . T h e y  w i l l  go on to 
se ttle  accounts w ith  the  b u r­
eaucrats.

Above all the union officials 
are filled w ith  indignation when  
the capitalist politicians use the 
issue of union democracy to 
press th e ir attack. This is in-

deed a betrayal! A fte r all the 
fine cooperation which w ent in ­
to setting up the present state 
of affairs, to then appeal to the 
w orker rank  and file on the 
issue of union democracy! Is 
there no lim it to the em ploy­
ers' double-crossing propensit­
ies?

U n ion  m ilita n ts  and re v o lu ­
t io n a ry  socia lis ts  v ie w  the  s it ­
ua tion  fro m  a co m p le te ly  d i f ­
fe re n t s tandpo in t. T hey  see the  
c o n tra d ic to ry  re la tio n  between 
the bu reaucracy and the cap­
ita l is t  s tate as o n ly  a d is to rte d  
re fle c tio n  o f the  basic class con­
f l ic t  in  society. T hey  be lieve  in  
v ig o ro u s ly  f ig h tin g  fo r  un ion  
dem ocracy w ith o u t c a llin g  fo r  
gove rn m en t in te rv e n tio n  and in 
f ig h tin g  aga inst go ve rnm en t 
co n tro l o f the  un ions w ith o u t 
g iv in g  in  to the  bu rea ucracy ’s 
a n ti-d e m o cra tic  po lic ies. A lo n g  
th is  road, the  long -range , un ion - 
bu s tin g  tendency o f the c a p ita l­
is t class w i l l  be defeated.

N O N  T A X A B L E  IT E M

A  U.S. C o u rt o f A ppea ls  in 
Chicago has ru le d  th a t s tr ik e  
benefits are no t taxab le . T he  r u l ­
in g  was m ade on an appeal b y  a 
K o h le r s tr ik e r .  A b o u t $500,000 
in  taxes has been pa id  unde r 
pro test by  K o h le r s tr ik e rs  since 
the s ta rt o f the  s tr ik e . I f  th is  de­
c is ion  stands a ll th is  m oney w i l l  
have to  be re funded .

and H a rr im a n , w h e n  th e y  chose 
to c o u r t  the  vo te  o f e th n ic  
groups w e re  g iven  f u l l  p u b l ic ity  
w h e n  th e y  m unched cheese 
blinzes o r I ta lia n  sa lam i, b u t 
neve r was the re  a w o rd  o f re c ­
o g n itio n  o f the  p ro g ra m  o f the  
Ind epe nd en t-S o c ia lis t P a r ly  o r 
the  sta tem ents o f its  candidates 
w h ic h  was considered “ new s­
w o r th y ”  b y  the  ra d io  and te le ­
v is io n  s ta tions  o f N e w  Y o rk  
C ity .

A n d  y e t th e  Ind epe nd en t-S o­
c ia lis t P a r ty  had conducted a 
successful p e t it io n  cam pa ign  to 
get on  the  b a llo t  in  N e w  Y o rk  
S tate aga inst trem endous odds.

B u t m ore  im p o rta n t th a n  the  
b a llo t v ic to ry  w h ic h  m ade h is- 
o ry  in  N e w  Y o rk  S ta te  p o lit ic s  
was the  o p p o rtu n ity  thu s  p ro ­
v id e d  to  p resen t to th e  N ew  
Y o rk  S ta te  e lec to ra te  re a l a l­
te rn a tive s  on th e  c ru c ia l issues 
o f o u r tim e s  . . .

T he  fa c t is  th a t i f  the  vo te rs  
had re lie d  on ra d io  and te le ­
v is io n  newscasts fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
on th e  b a llo t  a lte rn a tive s , th e y  
n e ve r w o u ld  have  k n o w n  th a t 
such a lte rn a tiv e s  as ou rs  w ere  
w ith in  th e ir  reach in  th e  v o tin g  
booth. T h is  is n o t an a typ ica l 
s to ry , i t  is f r ig h te n in g ly  typ ic a l. 
Such a reco rd  is rem o te  fro m  the 
d e sc rip tio n  o f a fe d e ra lly  l i ­
censed fa c il i t y  w h ic h  is p resum ­
ed to  act in  the  p u b lic  in te r ­
est . . .

I t  is  d i f f ic u lt  to  ge t on the  b a l­
lo t  in  N e w  Y o rk  S tate, i t  is  an 
absolute im p o s s ib il ity  fo r  a m i­
n o r p a r ty  to  su rm o u n t th e  re ­
s tr ic t iv e  e lec tio n  la w s  in  such 
im p o rta n t e lec to ra l states as 
O hio , I l l in o is  and C a lifo rn ia . 
Such la w s  passed w i th  b i- p a r t i­
san a p p ro v a l o f th e  tw o  m a jo r 
pa rties  are n o t o n ly  d is c r im in a ­
to ry  aga inst the  p o lit ic a l groups 
in vo lve d , th e y  are fu n d a m e n ­
ta l ly  an e ffro n te ry  to  the  vo te rs  
o f such states inasm uch as th e y  
deny  the  v o te r f u l l  access to  the  
e lec to ra l process b y  re s tr ic t in g  
h is  r ig h t  o f free  choice.

Such d is c r im in a tio n  pervades 
the le ga l e lec tion  m a ch in e ry  
th ro u g h o u t the  U n ite d  States.

E ven  u n d e r the  e q u a l-tim e  
ru le , the  b u rde n  o f p ro o f was a l­
w ays on the  p o lit ic a l g ro u p  in ­
vo lved . These groups, l im ite d  in  
th e ir  resources, w e re  re q u ire d  to  
devote considerab le  t im e  and en­
e rgy to  the  m o n ito r in g  o f b ro a d ­
casts, to  the  som etim es c o m p li­
cated and u s u a lly  tim e -co nsu m ­
ing nego tia tions  to  secure the 
tim e.

M in o r  pa i'ties  have s t i l l  neve r 
had a n y th in g  l ik e  equa l tim e . 
They canno t a ffo rd  the  hundreds 
o f thousands and even m illio n s  
spent by  bo th  R epub licans and 
Dem ocrats d u r in g  a p re s id en tia l 
cam paign. B u t Section 315 has 
guaranteed a bare  m in im u m  ac­
cess to the a ir  fo r  those fe w  m i­
n o r ity  pa rties  w h ic h  w e re  ab le  
to m ake  th e  serious e ffo rt neces­
sary to  place top  candidates on 
the ba llo t.

I t  w o u ld  m ake  m ore  sense fo r  
Congress to in ve s tig a te  how  
m any o f these e lec tion  la w s  v io ­
la te  th e  F o u rte e n th  A m e n d m e n t 
and to  asce rta in  w h e th e r the re

m ay be le g is la tiv e  rem edies fo r  
th is  s itu a tio n  tha n  fo r  i t  to  rush  
head long in to  le g is la tio n  w h ic h  
w o u ld  fu r th e r  re s tr ic t  th e  voices 
th a t can be ra ised  u n d e r e x is tin g  
FCC reg u la tio n s  and p o lic y  . . .

The  h is to ry  o f th e  U n ite d  
States m ig h t have been com ­
p le te ly  d iffe re n t or, in  a sense, 
n o n -e x is ten t, ha d  G eorge I I I  
possessed and  m onopo lized  such 
channels o f mass co m m u n ica tion  
as w e  k n o w  today.

T he  p re -re v o lu t io n a ry  C om ­
m ittees  o f Correspondence, at 
f irs t  a sm a ll m in o r ity ,  w e re  able 
to  use o n ly  s lo w ly  d u p lica ted  
personal le tte rs  and th e  face to  
face conve rsa tion  o f ne ighbors. 
B u t the  o v e rw h e lm in g  m a jo r ity  
o f m onarchs w h o  opposed them  
had, a t best, hand  set ty p e  and 
the  u n a m p lif ie d  voices o f the  
to w n  crie rs .

The  g re a t m id w e s te rn  P o p u lis t 
m ove m en t o f the  la te  19th Cen­
tu ry  . . . was s t i l l  c a rry in g  on its  
p o lit ic a l deba te  in  a c o u n try  
w h e re  the re  w e re  l i te r a l ly  tho us­
ands o f in de pen de n t s m a ll­
to w n  newspapers ab le and o fte n  
w i l l in g  to  a l ly  them selves w ith  
a m in o r ity  p a rty , ins tead  o f th e  
fe w  g re a t cha ins and new s ser­
v ices w h ic h  no w  do m in a te  the  
scene.

E ven  in  1916 th e re  w ere , as 
ye t, a su b s ta n tia l n u m b e r o f 
com parab le  w ays in  w h ic h  m i­
n o r ity  groups cou ld  p resen t th e ir  
v iew s fo r  p u b lic  con s id e ra tio n  
in  co m p e tit io n  w ith  those o f the  
m a jo r pa rties . T he  m il l io n  votes 
cast fo r  E ugene V . Debs, the  
great A m e ric a n  soc ia lis t la b o r 
leader th e n  in  ja i l  fo r  p ro te s tin g  
aga inst W o r ld  W a r I,  te s t ify  to 
th e ir  effectiveness. A n d  the  tes­
t im o n y  becomes s t i l l  m ore  im ­
pressive w h e n  w e rea lize  th a t 
the  e lec to ra te  w as less th a n  a 
q u a rte r  o f th e  size o f ours to ­
day !

B u t to d a y  th e  ra d io  and T V  
have n o t o n ly  la rg e ly  supersed­
ed the  press, th e y  have also m in ­
im ized  the  e ffec t o f s tree t m ee t­
ings, personal debates o r  fo r ­
ums, and a ll o th e r fo rm s  o f cam ­
pa ig n  a c t iv ity .  A  m o n op o ly  o f 
those fo rm s  is, v ir tu a lly ,  a m o n ­
o p o ly  o f a l l  e lec tio n  e ffo rt.

The desire  fo r  such an e lec­
to ra l m o n o p o ly  b y  the  tw o

m a jo r pa rtie s  is  v ir t u a l ly  con­
ceded b y  one o f th e  H a rtk e  b i l l ’s 
s t r o n g e s t  proponents, F ra n k  
S tan ton , CBS pres iden t, w h o  has 
said: “ T he  b i l l  recogn izes the  
p o lit ic a l re a lity  th a t  n o rm a lly  
ours is a tw o -p a r ty  system . U p 
to now , broadcaste rs  have been 
fo rb id d e n  to  recogn ize th is  fa c t 
o f p o lit ic a l l i fe . ”

T h is  quo te  g ives th e  show  
aw ay. F ro m  th e  head o f a n e a r­
m onopo ly , i t  is  unders tandab le . 
B u t i t ’ is a m is -re ad ing  o f A m e r­
ican p o lit ic a l h is to ry  and  o f the  
re a lis tic  w isdom  be h ind  Section 
315. I t  is  a can d id  p lea  fo r  po ­
l i t ic a l c o n fo rm ity  and fo r  the  
e lim in a tio n  o f p o lit ic a l d issent.
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