
Socialists Begin Preparations for 19 6 0
SWP Convention Calls 
For Political Challenge 
To Big Business Parties

By Murry Weiss
The Socialist Workers Party concluded its Eighteenth 

National Convention last week after three days of inten
sive work in  an atmosphere charged w ith  self-confident 
realism  and revo lu tiona ry  social-
is t optim ism . The partic ipa tion  
of some 250 delegates and v is i
tors from  every branch in  the 
country marked a high po in t fo r 
the pa rty  since the 1946 Chicago 
Convention on the eve o f the 
co ld -w ar and w itch -h u n t period.

Am ong the delegates was a 
large representation o f youth 
along w ith  founders o f the 
Am erican comm unist movement, 
veterans of the trade-union 
movem ent and fro n t- lin e  fig h t
ers in  the Negro struggle. Thus, 
the v ita l ity  and con tinu ity  of 
the M a rx is t movem ent in  the 
U n ited  States was personified in  
the  convention by socialists 
whose records go back to  the 
IW W , the pre-1917 Socialist 
P a rty  le ft  w ing, the early years 
o f the C om m unist Party, the 
found ing  period o f Am erican 
T rotskyism , and by newer strata 
o f youth coming from  d iffe ren t 
tendencies in  the more recent 
h is to ry  of the Am erican radical 
movement.

A n  active ro le  was p layed by 
delegates who broke from  the 
Com m unist P a rty  a fte r the 
Khrushchev revelations and who 
renounced the counsel o f despair 
and cap itu la tion  to “ dem ocratic’ ' 
capita lism  offered by such fo rm 
er CP leaders as John Gates. 
These m ilita n ts  broke w ith  S ta l
in ism , no t socialism, and they 
have learned tha t membership 
in  the SWP is the path fo r  gen
uine revo lu tion is ts  who are de
te rm ined to carry on the figh t 
against Am erican capitalism .

A nother contingent of dele
gates came to the SWP as a re 
su lt o f the struggles of the le ft- 
w in g  youth w ith in  the re fo rm 
ist Social Democracy in  the  last 
few  years. In  the course of th e ir 
ba ttle  w ith  the “ socialist”  sup
porters of the State Departm ent 
they fused w ith  the SWP youth 
and launched a new, nationw ide 
socialist you th  movement.

P O L IT IC A L  R ESOLUTION

The m a jo r discussion at the 
convention occurred around the 
repo rt on the P o litica l Resolu
tion  given by F a rre ll Dobbs, 
SWP N ational Secretary and 
three times the p a rty ’s candidate 
fo r  president of the U nited 
States.

His report centered on prep
arations for the 1960 presidential

election which the resolution 
characterized "as the next major 
political action" facing the 
American socialist movement.

W hile  some intensification of 
the class struggle as a resu lt o f 
the cap ita lis t offensive against 
the liv in g  standards of the w o rk 
ers is to  be expected, Dobbs 
held tha t “ we cannot bank on 
any im m ediate change in  the 
mass m ovem ent”  in  1959 in  tim e 
to make a labor pa rty  develop
ment in  1960 a practica l possibility

.
Thus the urgent task in  the 

presidentia l elections is to in 
tensify propaganda fo r  indepen
dent p o lit ica l action as an a l
te rna tive  to continued support 
of the Democratic Party.

Dobbs discussed the prospects 
fo r a un ited socialist presiden
tia l ticke t, c iting  the resolution: 
“ I f  su ffic ien t forces can be 
brought together in  agreement 
to make the e ffo rt feasible and 
w orthw h ile , we favo r pu tting  a 
broad socialist tic ke t (on ac
ceptable lines) in  the race in  
order to advance and popularize 
the idea of independent socialist 
po litica l action.”

However, the facts should be 
faced rea lis tica lly . “ A  complex 
o f factors outside our control 
makes a un ited  socialist ticke t 
an uncerta in prospect.”

Therefore, “ in  v iew  of the d i f 
ficu lties and uncertainties of 
rea liz ing th is  (un ited ticke t) un 
der present conditions, the SWP 
w il l  make a ll the necessary 
preparations to run  its own can
didates so tha t in any event the 
message o f socialism can be 
brought to the Am erican people 
in  the 1960 elections.”

Dobbs discussed the in te rna 
tional s ituation, the grow th  of 
feelings of insecurity  among 
w orkers and p a rticu la rly  the 
youth as a resu lt o f the  re cu r
re n t boom-bust cycles o f the 
cap ita lis t economy, the in tens i
fication o f the Negro struggle for 
fu l l  equality, and the  balance 
sheet o f the regroupm ent process 
since 1956.

The convention adopted the 
line  o f the p o lit ica l report by 
Dobbs and the P o litica l Resolu
tion  by a large m a jo rity  vote. A  
m in o rity  o f three delegates sup
ported a resolution in  disagree
m ent w ith  the p a rty ’s regroup- 

( C o n tin ued On Page 2)

Plan ‘Moderate’ Curb 
On Equal-Time Law

JU LY  7 — Senate and House committees concluded 
public hearings last week on a cluster of b ills  intended 
to destroy or substantially m odify Section 315 of the 
Federal Communications A c t*
w h ich  requires radio and T V  
broadcasters to  provide equal 
use o f th e ir fac ilitie s  to a ll can
didates fo r pub lic  office.

According to in fo rm ed guesses 
on C apitol H il l,  Congress is ex
pected to approve th is  session 
a “ moderate”  b i l l  exem pting 
“ newscasts”  from  the equal tim e  
requ irem ent. This w ou ld  break 
the ice fo r  u ltim a te  rea lization 
o f the long-standing aim o f the 
broadcasters —  complete e lim 
ina tion  of Section 315.

T estify ing  before a House 
Commerce subcommittee J u ly  1, 
F rank  Stanton, president o f the 
Colum bia Broadcasting System, 
re ite ra ted  the indus try ’s a rro 
gant th reat to b lackout election 
news coverage unless “ re lie f”  
from  the equal tim e  proviso is 
granted.

As in  his performance before 
the  Senate committee, he c la im 
ed tha t the broadcasters could 
no t continue to g rant free tim e 
to  the Vegetarian and P ro h ib i
tion  parties.

A t  the House comm ittee hear
ing he was called on th is  by the 
next witness, W illia m  Price, ex
ecutive secretary o f the New 
Y o rk  U nited Independent-So
c ia lis t Committee.

Price proposed th a t Stanton 
subm it a mem orandum to the 
com m ittee de ta iling  the amount 
o f free tim e given to these par
ties. He based his challenge on 
the  fa c t th a t the broadcasters 
have consistently discrim inated 
against m inor parties in  g ranting 
tim e.

The propaganda basis fo r the 
cu rren t d rive  to give the Repub
licans and Democrats a to ta l 
monopoly of free broadcast tim e  
is based on a recent FCC ru lin g  
g ran ting  a to ta l o f nine m inutes 
o f free tim e to L a r Daly, a can
didate fo r  m ayor of Chicago in 
1958.

The decision was based on the

appearance of the incum bent on 
several T V  newscasts th a t clear
ly  served to advance his can
didacy.

In  his statement to the House 
committee, Price said: “ The case 
fo r amendment o r nu llifica tion  
o f Section 315 is being promoted 
by hysteria  and is fram ed in d is
to rtion . The D a ly  decision is not 
as far-reaching as the pub lic  has 
been led to believe. I t  does not 
require  tha t news o f a ll m in o r ity  
candidates be g iven equal time. 
I t  s im p ly  extends the equal tim e 
fo rm u la  to the newscast fo rm a t 
when in  the judgm ent o f the 
FCC, the appearance o f a candi
date constitutes ‘use’ of the fa 
c ility .

“ W e welcome th is  interpretation
 as the logical extension of 

the respons ib ility  o f broadcast
ers, licensed to operate in  the 
public domain fo r  the pub lic  in 
terest. Such a ru lin g , we believe, 
is in fac t long overdue.”

A  statement by F a rre ll Dobbs, 
N ational Secretary o f the So
c ia lis t W orkers Party, assailed 
the moves o f the m ajor parties 
and the broadcasters as intended 
to “ fu r th e r the  process of 
s tifling  a ll voices o f opposition to 
B ig Business ru le  in  Am erica.”

He urged united action by all 
minor parties and supporters of 
free speech to preserve the equal 
time law.

The Socialist Labor P arty , in  
a June 25 statement to the Sen
ate committee, branded the p ro 
posed b ills  as designed to "con
fe r upon the m ajor parties w hat 
amounts to a m onopoly on the 
use o f the a ir waves, w h ich  are 
the pr i vate p roperty  of no man 
or group o f men.”

W illia m  Price w il l  repo rt on 
the equal tim e fig h t at a pub lic 
meeting Sunday, J u ly  12, 8 p.m., 
a t the Penthouse Terrace, 10A, 
59 W. 71 St., New Y o rk  C ity .

NAACP Delegates Face 
Crucial Policy Questions
Deny Equal 
Justice in 
Rape Cases

The International spotlight, 
which focused on the South's 
double standard of justice in 
rape cases during the recent 
Tallahassee trial, continues to 
play across the Southern scene.

In  the Tallahassee tr ia l, F lo rida  
m aintained its tra d itio n  of the 
death penalty fo r Negroes only 
in rape cases by according 
mercy to the fo u r w h ite  a t
tackers of the 19-year-old Negro 
co-ed. A  flood of demands tha t 
F lo rida  accord the same mercy 
to five  Negroes facing execution 
fo r alleged rapes o f  w h ite  w o
men has brought pa rtia l results. 
A  hasty second tr ia l o f a 16- 
year-old Negro f a r m  h a n d ,  
J im m y C lark, resulted in a life  
sentence. Moreover, the State 
Board of Pardons, has ordered 
a 30-day delay in  the execution 
of Samuel Odum.

This reprieve fo r Odum is, 
however, ve ry  short and te le 
grams and le tters fro m  organi
zations and ind iv idua ls  to the 
Board of Pardons in  Tallahassee 
are s ti l l  v ita l to  save Odum and 
the three other Negroes now 
facing the e lectric cha ir on rape 
charges.

A n  a fterm ath of the Tallahas
see case is the newspaper a t
tention to cases o f w h ite  men 
raping Negro women. Such com
monplace occurrences are cus
to m a rily  hushed up by offic ia ls 
or ignored by the w h ite  press. 
In  past weeks tw o w h ite  men 
in L it t le  Rock were arrested fo r 
the rape o f a 27-year-old Negro 
woman. She had been b ru ta lly  
beaten and a ll her fro n t teeth 
knocked out. In  N orth  Carolina 
a w h ite  man has been arrested 
fo r rap ing an 11-year-o ld Negro 
g irl.

The firs t death sentence w ith 
in m em ory fo r a w h ite  man 
g u ilty  o f rap ing a Negro w o
man was handed down in Beau
fo rt, S.C. In  th is  case the ju ry  
was m a in ly  influenced by the 
prisoner’s record of attacks on 
w h ile  women and children.

A lm ost sim ultaneously a Ne
gro was sentenced to death fo r 
attempted rape o f a w h ite  w o
man. The fu l l  penalty of th is 
savage law  is reserved exclu
s ive ly  fo r Negroes.

T hat the old pattern  general
ly  p reva ils however, is shown 
by a le tte r from  Jonesboro, A rk ., 
in  the Chicago Defender (Ju ly  
4) te llin g  how  police hushed up 
a w h ite  man’s attempted rape of 
an 8-year-old Negro g ir l.

A t the Soviet F a ir

Model of Soviet automated plant, one of industrial exhibits that attracted American 
crowds at Exhibition of Achievements in Science, Technology and Culture at New York's 
Coliseum. Models of the Sputniks, of atomic power plants and of new medical devices also 
impressed visitors favorably. The fair opened .June 29 and w ill run to Aug. 10. In  first six 
days, an estimated 250,000 people packed the show. (See story on page three.)

Steel Bosses Spearheading 
Drive to Beat Down Wages

By Lynn Marcus
Throughout the post - war 

years the steel companies have 
never been compliant in their 
negotiations with the steel 
workers. Repeatedly since 1946, 
they forced the United Steel 
Workers of America to strike 
before coming through with  
concessions. This year, however, 
the steel bosses are particularly 
arrogant in refusing to extend 
new gains. They are demanding 
a wage freeze and elimination 
of the cost-of-living escalator 
clause in the union contract as 
well as changes in working 
rules that would seriously un
dermine union conditions in the 
mills.

According to the Ju ly  4 B usi
ness Week, the steel barons 
now feel th a t they have been 
too soft in  th e ir dealings w ith  
the unions in the past, th a t this 
is the tim e to rea lly  d raw  the 
line  and fight.

N or are they alone among big 
business employers in  th e ir de

te rm ination  to sharpen the class 
struggle. As Business Week 
says, “ An era in  labor-manage- 
m ent relations is a t an end.” 
The steel union “ is fee ling  the 
b run t of a c ritica l struggle . . . 
by a ll m ajor industries against 
a union po licy  of pressing fo r 
‘more and more and more’ every 
year; more pay, more social 
benefits, more o f every th ing .”

A. H . Raskin, labor editor of 
the New York Times, writes in 
the July 5 Magazine Section of 
his paper that “The strike ten
sions that have developed in 
steel and other industries are 
somber tokens that we are mov
ing into a new era of bad feel
ing in labor-management rela
tions."

In  m ounting th e ir offensive 
against the leg itim ate  demands 
o f the labor movement, the em
ployers have used the M cC le l
lan Committee investigations to 
smear the unions w ith  the brush 
of “ corrup tion.”  T h e y  h a v e  
sought to enact slate “ rig h t-to -

w o rk ”  laws. F ina lly , as Raskin 
says, a fte r th e ir  defeat last 
November on the “ r ig h t- to - 
w o rk ”  issue, “ Employers have 
turned to . . . the im pact of 
wages upon prices. In d u s try ’s 
battle  c ry  is tha t union-enforc- 
ed increases in labor costs have 
been the chief c u lp rit i n in fla 
tion .”

As in  the case of previous 
assaults on the unions, the boss
es are prom oting th e ir aims 
through the government. “ Pres
ident Eisenhower pub lic ly  warns 
tha t the country w il l  not stand 
fo r a settlem ent tha t pushes 
prices up. Congress h in ts  at 
price controls and tig h te r a n ti
tru s t laws.”

The charge tha t wages are 
the cause of in fla tion  is a p la in 
lie. No competent economist 
and no inform ed businessman 
or po litic ian  rea lly  believes tha t 
wage increases cause in fla tion. 
And every serious economist 
knows tha t low ering  wages w il l  

(C ontinued  on Page 2)

‘Self-Defense,’ Political 
Independence and Mass 
Action Are Key Issues

By the Editors
Some 2,000 delegates are gathering in  New Y o rk  C ity  J u ly  

13 fo r the fift ie th  annual convention o f the N ational Association 
fo r the Advancem ent o f Colored People.

W ill  th is be ju s t another rou tine  yearly  gathering at w h ich  
delegates d u tifu l ly  s it and lis ten  to lengthy speeches by th e ir 
top offic ia ls and by a long string  o f in v ite d  po litic ians and other 
d ignitaries? O r w il l  i t  be a convention at w hich the delegates 
themselves do th e ir share of the ta lk in g  —  and, w ha t’s more im 
portant, decide on policies, fo r the organization ’s coming year o f 
work?

There are a num ber of accomplishments in  the past year on 
w hich the N AA C P  may congratulate itse lf, but these w eigh l i t t le  
against the m ountain of in jus tice  crushing the Negro people in  
th is  country. A n  objective survey of the past year indicates tha t 
in  the battle  against J im  Crow, the N AAC P is, at best, ju s t inch
ing along; and, at worst, standing s till.

L e t us hope th a t th is  fift ie th  convention w il l  adopt policies 
and plans suitable to the tasks ahead, so tha t the o ffic ia l slogan 
“ Free by ’63”  w i l l  regain its r in g  of confidence and the perspec
tive  of achievement.

Am ong the m any issues facing the delegates three are para
m ount:

(1) Reversing the suspension o f Robert F. W illiam s, president 
of the U nion County, N. C., branch fo r  his statement u rg ing  Ne
groes to fig h t back against rac is t attacks, m eeting “ violence w ith  
vio lence”  i f  necessary. M ost Negroes (and most w h ites who are 
fo r fu l l  equa lity  fo r a ll) fa vo r W illiam s’ position, w h ich  is no th ing 
more than the tra d itio n a l and legal r ig h t of self-defense .

The N AA C P  nationa l office appears to be stradd ling  on th is  
issue. In  words i t  says tha t the N A A C P  is fo r armed self-defense 
where necessary. (These words lose most o f th e ir strength since 
the on ly  place they appear is in  the document suspending W il
liams.) B u t actions speak louder than words —  and the action of 
the N A A C P  top brass was to rem ove W illiam s fro m  his elected 
post.

W hat conclusion can those Southern branches, w h ich  are 
faced w ith  the same racis t violence as W illiam s ’ branch, d raw  
from  the nationa l board’s action against W illiam s? A nd  th is  at 
the ve ry  moment when a survey by three unimpeachable na tiona l 
organizations shows a m ounting  wave of violence against Negroes 
since the Supreme C ourt decision.

I f  the N AA C P  is the democratic organization i t  claims to be, 
the delegates can b rin g  the issue o f W ill ia m s’ suspension to the 
convention floor, debate i t  and take a vote.

(2) Should the N A A C P  rem ain an organization devoted almost 
exclus ive ly  to lawsuits, lobby ing  and education; o r should i t  ex
pand its activ ities to include mass action? W hy do movements lik e  
the M ontgom ery and Tallahassee bus boycotts, the Y outh M arch 
fo r In tegrated Schools, etc., have to organize outside the NAACP? 
I t  is not because the people in  these movements are an ti-N A A C P ; 
i t  is because the N AA C P  offers organizational resistance to move
ments of mass struggle.

Local struggles, like  th a t of the N A A C P  Y outh  in  Oklahoma 
C ity  against J im  C row  restaurants and drug counters, and p icke t 
lines against anti-Negro, stores in  M anhattan and B rooklyn , show 
the desire fo r mass action in  the branches. The convention should 
endorse and encourage such branch actions and pro ject suitable 
nationa l mass actions.

(3) F in a lly , the slowdown of school desegregation and the  
h idden-ba ll tr icks  o f the Democratic and Republican po litic ians 
on c iv il r igh ts  show the need fo r the Negro people to declare th e ir  
independence o f both B ig  Business parties.

W herever the Negro vote is strong, candidates should be run  
as representatives o f the Negro com m unity  and in  opposition to 
Republican and Democratic nominees; and, na tiona lly , Negro 
leaders should lay  the groundw ork fo r  co llaboration w ith  o r
ganized labor fo r the fo rm a tion  of a new p a rty  dedicated to civ i l  
r igh ts  and serving the interests o f the w o rk ing  people.

The Delegates Found It "Wonderfully Different"
By Harry Ring

A  socialist convention on a 
summer week end in  New Y ork  
. . . The p ic tu re  is fa m ilia r —  a 
crowded steamy hall. C lusters 
of delegates on a h o t sidewalk 
debating where to eat and often 
w ind ing  up w ith  a tasteless bu t 
expensive meal. S tu ffy  hotel 
rooms at s tiff prices and equally 
s tiff mattresses. Delegates ra re 
ly  ge tting  the oppo rtun ity  fo r 
more than a nodding acquain
tanceship w ith  one another.

The convention held by the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty  at a 
camp in the foo t h ills  of the 
Poconos was w o nderfu lly  d iffe r
ent. The long, w indow ed ha ll 
looked out on green ro llin g  h ills . 
Meals were top notch. Between 
sessions you could take a d ip  in  
the pond, a s tro ll along wooded 
tra ils , or ju s t re lax  on the law n 
in the cool shade of a tree.

Best o f a ll was the chance to 
get better acquainted, to swap

experiences, to rea lly  enjoy the 
comradeship you find among 
socialists when they get together. 

• * •
The decision of the SWP to 

rent the facilities of Mountain 
Spring Camp for its convention 
was not made without some mis
givings. The estimated attend
ance was in excess of the camp's 
normal dining and sleeping ca
pacities. As the reservations be
gan pouring in, it became clear 
that attendance would be con
siderably greater than expected. 
But the camp management and 
staff met the problems w ith a 
professional smoothness, precis
ion and know-how that won a 
ringing vote of appreciation from 
the delegates. In  a special cere
mony, "hero" b a d g e s  were 
awarded to each staff member. 
But it was difficult for the dele
gates to fully express their ad
miration for the magnificent job 
that was done.

•  *  *

D uring  the depression, h itch 
h ik ing  and rid in g  the fre ights 
were common i f  no t favo rite  
ways of trave l among delegates

to such gatherings. In  tune w ith  
the times, delegates to th is  con
vention came by tra in , bus, plane 
and car. Several scooters were 
in the parking ’ lo t. One fa m ily  
from  Seattle and another from  
Los Angeles b rought tra ile rs. 
Two people from  the M idwest 
came in  a two-seater plane. Just 
before hopping the lust hedge 
they were forced down by log.
They lost a day and a half. A
battered ja lopy from  the same 
area made i t  in less time.

* * «
To provide for the overflow of 

visitors, a high-fidelity am plify
ing system piped the convention 
proceedings to the comfortably 
furnished sitting room of the 
camp lodge. One visitor, curled 
up in a spacious easy chair, sug
gested a TV  screen to make it 
perfect. Another, who enjoys 
floating in an inner tube, spoke 
up for extending the speaker 
system to the pond.

*  *  *

One com pla in t was registered 
about the menu. A  delegate who 
has been w aging a long, losing 
battle  against an expanding

w ais tline  fe lt tha t roast beef fo r 
lunch and h a lf a roast chicken 
fo r d inner was inconsiderate.

*  *  *

A  group of teen-aged SWP 
supporters helped parents solve 
the thorny baby-sitting problem
by volunteering their services
for a day-care program. In  ac
cepting the thanks of the con
vention for this contribution, a 
spokesman for the group ob
served that children are no 
problem when their parents 
aren't around.

* * *•
One o f the most a ttrac tive  

sights was the New Y o rk  g ir l 
who a rrived  in her high-school 
graduation gown. She made i t  in  
tim e by leaving d ire c tly  from  
the commencement exercises.

*  *  *

A number of delegates, form
erly members of the Communist 
Party, were especially impressed 
by the democratic character of 
the convention. A Negro worker 
who had been a leading figure 
in the West Coast CP for more 
than two decades said: "It's a l
most impossible to describe the

difference between this and the 
conventions I've been used to. 
There was a greater spirit of 
collectivity here than I've ever 
seen. I  never got the feeling we 
were 'rubber stamps' for the 
leadership or just being given a 
chance to let off steam. The po
litical resolution was realistic. It 
didn't leave me with the feeling 
I  was out of this world."

*  *  *

This was the firs t SWP con
vention fo r a young New Y ork  
w orke r o f La tin -A m erican  ex 
traction  who had previously be
longed to the Labor Youth 
League. The h igh p o in t of the 
gathering fo r h im  was the panel 
meeting where delegates from  
coast to coast reported and d is
cussed th e ir experiences in  the 
movem ent fo r Negro equality. 
“ I t  was an eye-opener,”  he said 
“ I  had fe lt we w eren ’t  doing all 
tha t we could. I  d idn ’t  have any 
idea how much the comrades 
were rea lly  doing.”

*  *  *

The process of socialist re- 
groupment s p a r k e d  by the 
Khrushchev revelations about

Stalin's crimes extended to all 
parts of the country. A  con
struction worker from St. Louis 
whose activity goes back to the 
days of the Debs movement said 
it was particularly heartening in  
his area. "A ll the radical groups 
in St. Louis, including ours, had 
been isolated for a long time,'' 
he explained. "But last year we 
were able to set up a Socialist 
Educational League with month
ly discussion meetings. I've nev
er seen walls broken down so 
quickly as at these discussions 
among supporters of different 
groups. We've gained a little  
ground for the first lime in  a 
long while and I  think we'll 
make some more headway.''

*  *  *

A  socialist book sta ll a t the 
convention enjoyed a b risk  busi
ness. K a r l M arx, w ith  his recent
ly  translated “ Economic and 
Philosophical M anuscripts o f 
1844,”  was best seller. K a r l 
K au tsky  was runne r up w ith  
“ Thomas More and H is U top ia ” 
and “ Communism in  Eastern 
Europe at the  T im e o f the  Re
fo rm ation .”
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So W e W ent to See 
The Slums of Glasgow

By Marvel Scholl
A  small item  in a recent issue o f the 

B ritis h  socialist w eekly, the Newsletter, date- 
lined  Glasgow, te lls  of a fight b rew ing between 
the dock w orkers and the N ationa l Dock 
Labour Board and the employers.

Conditions are being underm ined due to 
N D L B  vio lations of an agreement lim it in g  the 
num ber of men assigned to each dock. A t the 
K G V  docks there is l it t le  enough w o rk  fo r 150 
men, ye t the Board sends 50 additiona l men 
to  vie fo r jobs. Dockers are granted 12 sh illings 
a day when they do not w ork , but o f late the 
employers have refused to grant even this 
m iserable stipend (about $1.70) unless the men 
sign in  fo r  a ll three shape-ups.

This sm all item  brought back v iv id ly  the 
tim e we spent in  Glasgow last year. O ur hosts 
fo r  that v is it were 32 dockers, sh ipyard w o rk 
ers, machinists (they call them engineers), 
b u ild ing  laborers and other workers who be
longed to the socialist w ing  of the Labour 
Party .

They to ld  us, “ You must see the slums of 
Glasgow. Nowhere in  the w o rld  are the slums 
worse.”

So we w ent to see the slums o f Glasgow. 
We w ent in to  the homes o f these friends. A nd 
th is  is w hat we found:

A b ie  and Betsy, w ith  th e ir  three small 
ch ildren, occupied a “ single end”  apartment. 
The house, conta in ing about 20 fam ilies, had 
not been repaired in  40 years. Great gaping 
holes in  the concrete walls, broken sidewalk 
in  the “ close”  (entry), a single to ile t in  a 
closet in  the ha ll fo r each floor.

A b ie  and Betsy’s apartm ent was unusual; 
i t  had tw o rooms — one a bedroom ju s t large 
enough fo r a double bed fo r  the tw o g irls  and 
a cot fo r the l it t le  boy. Most “ single ends”  
have ju s t one room.

The main room was about 12 by 10 feet, 
w ith  a double bunk-bed sunk in to  the fa r 
w a ll fo r the parents. In  one corner was a 
sm all fireplace, in another a gas stove. The 
s ink was b u ilt in to  the w indow  ledge. One 
w a ll had a dish cupboard, the other a buffet. 
Between these tw o stood the d in ing  table. 
There was ju s t enough room between the 
o ther fu rn itu re  and the table to pass sideways. 
N ot one square inch of tha t room was unused.

S pa rk ling ly  clean, ye t so overcrowded 
tha t there scarcely seemed room to breathe, le t 
alone live , th is  “ apartm ent”  had been Abie 
and Betsy’s home since th e ir marriage.

The Scotch lawm akers are ve ry  moral 
people indeed. One couple whom  we vis ited 
had a son ju s t 10 years old. Now tha t the boy 
had reached tha t age i t  was no longer legal 
fo r h im  to sleep in the same room w ith  his tw o 
sisters. Therefore A le x  and E llen, who live  
in  a genuine “ single end,”  were e lig ib le  fo r 
one of the n e w  Council F lats under construc
tion.

A b ie  and Betsy’s son is on ly  seven. They 
m ust w a it th e ir tu rn  another three years.

There has been no housing constructed in 
Glasgow since 1916. That was when the Rent 
C ontro l A c t w ent in to  effect. Rents were 
frozen and i f  a land lord  fa iled  to carry out 
necessary repairs, the tenants were allowed to 
deduct 10% of th e ir rent.

Landlords were u n w illin g  to spend any
th in g  on repairs so tenants took the 10%. To
day thousands of bu ild ings in  tha t g rim  c ity  
have been abandoned by th e ir  owners. They 
are s ti l l  occupied by tenants who pay no rent. 
B u t the condition of those bu ild ings is almost 
beyond description.

A t present construction o f the c ity-ow ned 
“ Council F lats”  is underway. F ive g igantic p ro 
jects c irc le the c ity . The one we v is ited w ill 
house 40,000 when i t  is finished. The fl ats con
ta in  fou r or five sizeable rooms, w ith  tha t a l
most unheard o f lu x u ry  —  a p riva te  bath!

The pro ject had its Tenants League and 
its own newspaper. When we were there the 
League had ju s t won a figh t to keep the c ity  
from  raising the rents.

D uring  our v is it to  Scotland the London 
busmen were on s trike  and the w orkers we 
ta lked to were fille d  w ith  adm iration fo r the 
strikers. B ut one man voiced chagrin:

“ E very big s trike  wave we have ever had 
in  Great B rita in  before th is one began r ig h t 
here on the Red Clyde. Now the Londoners 
have taken the lead. W e’l l  have to do some
th ing  about th a t!”

From  the N ewsletter I  get the impression 
th a t the C lyde-side dockers have begun to 
do something.

...Steel Bosses Leading Drive
(Continued from  Page 1) 

no t stop in fla tion.
B u t b ig  businessmen and 

cap ita lis t po litic ians know, too, 
th a t tens of m illions  of A m e ri
cans feel cheated by in fla tion. 
B y  advancing the big lie  tha t 
labor’s demands cause in fla tion, 
they hope to m obilize enough 
an ti-labo r sentim ent to scare 
the unions o ff fro m  - m aking 
sizable demands. They also hope 
to foo l m any un ion members 
w ith  th e ir  propaganda and 
make them more w illin g  to ac
cept a token settlem ent on the 
grounds tha t since a wage in 
crease allegedly w ould boost 
prices, i t  is not w orth  fig h tin g  
fo r  anyway.

To ascertain w ha t b ig  busi
ness economists re a lly  consider 
to  be the cause of in fla tion  one 
has on ly  to read o ffic ia l gov
ernm ent publications. For in 
stance, the M ay 1959 issue of 
Survey of Current Business, 
published by the U.S. D epart
m ent of Commerce, says: “ A n 
increase in  the volum e of liq u id  
assets was fac ilita ted  by Federal 
Reserve operations as the re 
cession deepened in 1958. The

m onetary au thorities u tilized  a ll 
the m ajor instrum ents at th e ir 
disposal to ease c red it condi
tions and to expand the lend
ing capacity of the banking 
system . . . these actions p ro 
vided the basis fo r  a record 
peacetime expansion in  the 
money supply.”  I t  was th is tha t 
caused the a la rm ing  rise of 
prices in  the firs t few  months 
o f 1958.

In fla tio n  is caused b y  the 
m anipulations o f pub lic  and 
p riva te  c red it by  governm ent 
agencies, the big banks and the 
b ig corporations. (These m an
ipu la tions are closely tied  to the 
astronom ical federal budgets, 
whose b u lk  goes fo r  arm a
ments.) This was adm itted  by 
W. McChesney M a rtin , C ha ir
man o f the Federal Reserve 
Board, speaking before the 
Ways and Means Com m ittee of 
the House of Representatives 
on fu r th e r extension of bank 
cred it through the Federal Re
serve System.

“ When such a program  was 
adopted during  and fo llo w in g  
the w ar,”  he said, “  . . .  i t  p ro
moted and fac ilita ted  the dan-

gerous bank cred it and monet
ary expansion th a t developed 
under the harness of d irect 
price, wage and m ateria l con
trols. The suppressed in fla tion 
tha t resulted, we are now  w e ll 
aware, burst fo r th  eventua lly  in 
a ve ry  rap id  depreciation of 
the do lla r . . . ”

So that even when wages 
were frozen during the war 
the monetary expansion attend
ant on arms production created 
inflationary p r e s s u r e s  that 
eventually "burst forth." And 
inflation, fed from the same 
source, has continued uninter
ruptedly in the post-war period.

W hat w orries the b ig bankers 
who shape economic policies in 
the country is tha t the increase 
in production stim ula ted by in 
fla tionary  c red it policies is a l
ways less in  real value than the 
increase in  the money supply 
w hich results from  th is credit. 
Thus, in  the post-recession pe
riod, the b u lk  of economic 
grow th so-called has not been 
real grow th. I t  has been p r in 
c ipa lly  the g row th  of pub lic  
and p riva te  debt. The top bank
ers know  tha t th is  trend spells 
ever-worsening in fla tion.

The on ly  w ay to keep the 
economy expanding as in  the 
past is to use the Federal Re
serve System as an “ engine of 
in fla tion ,”  in  W. McChesney 
M a rtin ’s words. B u t to  stop 
runaway in fla tion  —  to t r y  to 
slow down in fla tion  to a “ safe 
ra te” — the big bankers must 
tigh ten  up on cred it expansion.

This means h igher in terest 
rates fo r the b ig  corporations 
and reduced opportun ities fo r 
huge p ro fit swindles at home. 
To make up fo r these reduced 
chances at super-profits, the 
employers w ant to d ip in to  the 
wage envelope. That is the real 
meaning o f th e ir arrogant stand 
against the unions and o f the ir 
brazen lie  tha t wage increases 
“ cause”  in fla tion.

Balance Sheet Drawn Up on 'Regroupment'
The Political Resolution adopt

ed by the recent Socialist W ork
ers Party convention draws a 
favorable balance sheet on the 
results of the struggle for revo
lutionary socialist regroupment 
since the crisis in the Communist 
Party following the Khrushchev 
revelations.

Beginning w ith  the stage of 
w ide discussion in  1956, the res
o lu tion  traces the process 
through the period o f common 
actions in  the fie ld  o f c iv il l ib 
erties and the un ited  po litica l 
campaigns of 1958 to the pres
ent stage.

“ In  the un ited  campaigns we 
could pu t fo rw a rd  only pa rt o f 
our program ,”  the resolution de
clares. “ B u t th is  did no t cancel 
out th e ir v a lue as a means of 
draw ing broader socialist forces 
in to  positive action on the key 
issue facing Am erican labor — 
independent class po litica l ac
tion  as against support to cap
ita lis t parties.”

The resolution cites the con
trad ictions th a t are apparent in  
the position o f those socialists 
who collaborated w ith  the SWP 
in the 1958 election campaigns. 
Some o f those w ho jo ined in 
common electoral activ ities w ith  
the SWP in  1958 believe that

Convention Greets 
Rose Karsner -  
Pioneer Trotskyist

The Socialist Workers Party 
convention sent greetings to 
Rose Karsner, a life-time 
lighter for revolutionary so
cialism now living in Cali
fornia.

Rose Karsner served on the 
staff o f The Masses, was a 
m ilita n t in  the Communist 
P arty  and the In te rna tiona l 
Labor Defense u n til 1928 and 
was a founder o f the A m e ri
can T ro tsky is t movement. The 
fo llow ing  is the te x t o f the 
convention’s message:

“ We regret tha t you could 
not partic ipa te  w ith  us in  th is 
largest gathering o f recent 
years. We are ca rry ing  on our 
w o rk  w ith  the s p ir it  and ex
ample you have set since the 
s ta rt o f our movement. See 
you at ou r next convention. 
W ith  affectionate greetings. 
SWP Convention Delegates.”

runn ing  on a cap ita lis t ticke t 
should not d isqua lify  a candi
date from  rece iv ing socialist 
support. Illus ions rem ain about 
the appearance once again o f a 
W allace-type t h i r d  capita lis t 
party. A nd m any o f those who 
turned away from  the CP on the 
question of its  opportun is t po l
icy  towards the Democratic 
P arty  s t i l l  c ling  to fundam en
ta lly  S ta lin is t a ttitudes on the 
struggles o f the Soviet w orkers 
against the bureaucratic caste.

“ In  our un ited action w ith  
such radicals,”  the resolution de
clares, “ we sought to emphasize 
points o f agreement ra ther than 
re ject co llaboration because of 
rem ain ing differences. W hile  
m ain ta in ing  and exercising fu l l  
freedom to present and defend 
our en tire  program  in  the press 
and public, we jo ined in  action 
w ith  them on agreed po litica l 
issues and hoped to  influence 
them fu r th e r tow ard fu l l  revo
lu tiona ry  views.”

“ Over the past three years,”  
the resolution says, we have 
shown “ our w illingness to co
operate w ith  socialist-m inded in 
d iv idua ls and groups o f d iffe r
ing po litica l views in  specific 
issues in vo lv in g  c iv il rights, the 
labor movement, the Negro 
struggle and the cause o f social
ism. We have exchanged ideas 
on program m atic q u e s t i o n s  
w ith o u t ra ising u ltim a tis tic  con
d itions w hich w ould  have shut 
o ff discussion before i t  could 
start. O ur pa rty  intends to con
tinue along th is  line .”

(The resolution stresses tha t 
the grow th  of influence and the 
increased v ita l ity  of the SWP is 
a s ign ificant counter-trend to 
the d is in tegra tion  and dem ora li
zation tha t has so weakened the 
Am erican r a d i c a l  movement 
over the co ld -w ar years. The 
gains of the SWP, w h ich  open 
the w ay fo r a rev ita liza tion  of 
the socialist movem ent in  the 
U.S., can be credited to the po l
icy of active pa rtic ipa tion  in  
the regroupm ent movement.

"By a negative outlook," the 
resolution points out, "by mere
ly repeating our formulas and 
criticizing from, the sidelines, 
the cause of revolutionary so
cialism would have gained noth
ing but would most certainly 
have lost ground."

Underscoring precisely , w hat 
the regroupm ent po licy of the 
party  is, the resolution states:

“ B u t th is  method o f approach,

A Salute to 
British Marxists

In  reply to greetings from 
British Marxists fighting in 
the Labor Party for a pro
gram that can really defeat 
the Tories and establish a So
cialist Britain, the SWP con
vention sent the following 
cablegram:

“ The E ighteenth N ational 
SWP Convention w a r m l y  
welcomes y o u r  fra te rna l 
greetings. We salute the fo r 
m ation o f the Socialist Labor 
League. Y our m ilita n t de
fense o f the program  and 
movem ent o f revo lu tiona ry  
socialism against such fo rm 
idable enemies in  B r ita in  is 
an insp ira tion  and model to 
a ll you r co-th inkers across 
the A tla n tic .”

The cablegram was ad
dressed to B rian  Behan, cha ir
man o f the Socialist Labor 
League, and was signed by 
James P. Cannon and F a rre ll 
Dobbs.

The Socialist Labor League, 
under proscrip tion by the L a 
bor P a rty ’s R igh t-w ing  b u r
eaucrats, has m obilized con
siderable p a rty  s u p p o r t  
against expulsion o f its  ad
herents.

w hich we firs t applied in  revo
lu tio n a ry  socialist regroupm ent 
activ ities o f the 1930’s, does not 
im p ly  and never im p lied  any in 
ten tion  on our p a rt to  b u ild  a 
p o lit ica lly  heterogeneous organ
ization at the expense o f revo 
lu tio n a ry  princ ip les w i t h o u t  
w hich no effective and enduring 
revo lu tiona ry  vanguard party  
can be created. As e x p lic it ly  
stated in  our o rig ina l declaration 
on socialist regroupm ent in  the 
U.S., we have been guided by 
the undevia ting  aim  o f p rom ot
ing  the ideas, programs and 
methods o f T ro tsky ism  in  oppo
s ition to the programs and prac
tices o f Social-Democratic re 
form ism  and S ta lin ism  or any 
other p o lit ica l fo rm ation  sharing 
the ir ideas to one degree or an
other.”

The resolution p in -po in ts the 
conclusions to be draw n from  
the three-year regroupm ent p ro 
cess: “ The crisis provoked by 
the T w en tie th  Congress disclos
ures has about run  its course in

. . . Socialists Prepare for 1960
( Continued from  Page 1)

m ent po licy and the assessment 
made by the m a jo rity  resolu
tion  on the prospects w ith in  the 
labor movement. 
IN T E R N A TIO N A L OUTLOOK

A  h ig h lig h t of the convention 
was the report by James P. Can
non, N ational C hairm an o f the 
party, on “ The S truggle fo r So
c ia lis t In te rna tiona lism .”  In  a 
tw o-hour speech the founder of 
the Am erican T ro tsky is t move
m ent traced the efforts of the 
w ork ing  class to fo rm  its  w orld  
socialist organization since the 
Communist M anifesto o f M arx  
and Engels in  1848 w h ich  closed 
w ith  the words: “ W orkers of the 
W orld  U n ite !”

He sketched the rise and fa ll 
of the F irs t, Second and Th ird  
In te rnationa ls and T ro tsky ’s ten
acious struggle to b u ild  a new 
Fourth  In te rna tiona l a fte r the 
collapse of the German C om m u
nist P a rty  in  the face of H it le r  
in  1933.

For the convention as a whole, 
bu t p a rticu la rly  fo r the many 
young and new members o f the 
party, th is  was undoubtedly the 
outstanding po in t o f the con
ven tion ’s three-day gathering.

The perspective for building 
a revolutionary parly in the U.S., 
the stronghold of world capital
ism, against the background of 
the world-historical movement 
of the socialist working class, 
was the concluding theme of 
Cannon's report.

The convention schedule was 
packed w ith  a c tiv ity  from  early 
m orn ing ' u n til the late hours. 
Three w ell-a ttended panels met 
to hear more detailed reports on 
the trade-union movement, the 
Negro struggle and the socialist 
press.

The trade-union panel heard 
reports on the struggle against 
the “ R igh t to W ork ”  laws, the 
significant m ovem ent in  M ich i
gan to organize the unemployed 
through the trade unions, the 
s itua tion  in  the steel industry, 
the tactica l problems of the 
struggle fo r trade-un ion democ
racy, the New Y o rk  hospital 
w orkers ’ s trike , the experience 
o f various unionists in spreading 
the idea of a labor pa rty  and 
independent labor candidates, 
and the problems o f women and 
youth w ith in  the labor m ove
ment.

These reports, given by active 
unionists, were impressive testi
mony that despite years of rabid 
witch-hunting, screening and 
blacklisting, the socialist cadres 
in the unions have survived and 
continue to work w ith  tenacity 
and effectiveness.

The panel on the Negro s trug
gle heard reports from  m any ac
tive  partic ipants in  the recent 
c iv il-r ig h ts  battles in  the N orth  
and South. Here too, the party  
was able to show how i t  had suc
ceeded in  re ta in ing  im portan t 
lin ks  w ith  the  m ost advanced, 
m ilita n t sections of th is  m ilita n t 
mass movement.

In  his report on organization 
and finances, F a rre ll Dobbs 
rea lis tica lly  assessed the p a rty ’s 
s ituation. The party , he said, 
had suffered losses over the 
m any years of the cold w a r and 
the w itch -hun t, b u t by demon
s tra ting  its capacity to react to 
every opportun ity , h o w e v e r  
modest, i t  had m ore than made 
up fo r  these losses.

Dobbs then to ld  the conven
tion  tha t a fte r the most carefu l 
assessment o f finances, i t  m igh t 
be necessary — in order to lay

Resolution on Marcyites
A  small split-off from  the Socialist Workers Party 

last February, headed by Sam Marcy of Buffalo, was 
reported at the convention. The fo llow ing resolution on 
the w a lk -o u t was adopted unan-
im ously by  the delegates:

“ The M arcy group q u it the 
SWP a t the  beginning o f our 
pre-convention discussion. This 
was the log ica l cu lm ination  of 
the ir grow ing adaptation to S ta l
inism, most flag ran tly  evidenced 
in  th e ir support o f the K re m lin ’s 
b ru ta l suppression o f the Hungarian

 revo lu tion  and th e ir sub
sequent apology fo r s im ila r 
abominations, no tab ly  the  exe
cution o f Nagy. D u ring  the ten 
years of th e ir existence w ith in  
our pa rty  as a d issident organ
ized tendency, they were g ran t
ed fu l l  democratic righ ts  and

recognition.
“ The M arcyites feared to sub

m it th e ir p ro -S ta lin is t v iew s to 
the judgm ent o f the pa rty  in  the 
free and fu l l  discussion p ro 
vided by our democratic p re 
convention procedure. The de
partu re  o f these num erica lly  in 
s ign ificant d e f e n d e r s  o f the 
crimes o f the K hrushchev re 
gime against the H ungarian 
w orkers testifies, not to any ‘c r i
sis’ in  the SWP, bu t ra ther to 
the po litica l so lid ity  o f its  ranks 
and th e ir firm  adherence to  the 
p rinc ip led  positions o f T ro tsky 
ism .”

the g roundw ork fo r  the big task 
of 1960 —• to reduce pub lica tion  
com m itm ents and make other 
cuts in  the budget du ring  the 
im m ediate period ahead.

A t this point the participants 
offered an inspiring demonstra
tion of the fighting mood of the 
parly. One delegation after an
other consulted on the spot and 
rose to announce that in order 
to prevent any curtailments in 
party activities whatever they 
would pledge to raise a special 
fund within a few weeks over 
and above all commitments for 
fund drives in 1959 and 1960. 
Within an hour or two the dele
gates had set quotas among 
themselves for a special fund of 
$5,500.

In  the same sp irit, a proposal 
tha t came out o f the panel on 
the socialist press aroused en
thusiasm. This was to launch a 
Socialist Press T ruck  to u r across 
the coun try  to break new ground 
fo r socialism in  preparation fo r 
the 1960 campaign. The pro ject 
is now  being ca re fu lly  consid
ered by the incom ing N ational 
Com m ittee w ith  a mandate from  
the convention to undertake i t  
i f  feasible.

Statement on 
China Communes

China's communes, which had 
been under consideration in the 
SWP for a number of months, 
were discussed under a special 
point of the convention agenda. 
Though delegates expressed d if
ferences of emphasis in their 
appraisal of the communes, the 
convention was able to adopt a 
statement on procedure unani
mously.

This is to begin trea ting  the 
question p u b lic ly  “ w ith  a posi
tive, unambiguous statement of 
the progressive character o f the 
communes as a new  stage and 
a step ahead in the economic 
and social development of China 
to w hich we, as partisans of the 
Chinese revo lu tion , give our 
support.”

“ To preserve needed balance 
in the presentation o f th is 
po licy o f support i t  is necessary 
to relate the communes to the 
en tire  complex o f social re la 
tions in China and to our con
cept of the character of the Mao 
regime as set fo rth  in  the 
[SW P’s] 1955 resolution on 
C hina.”

The statement also provides 
tha t the discussion of differences 
on the commune question be 
continued “ throughout the party  
in  the ensuing period.”

the U n ited  States. The re m 
nants o f the d ie-hard S ta lin is ts  
have been reorganized on a con
siderably reduced basis. The 
great b u lk  o f functionaries and. 
members who have le f t  the 
party  in  the past three years 
have fa iled  to set up any sem
blance o f organization, except 
fo r the u ltra -S ta lin is t Vanguard 
group. They have e ither re tired  
from  active rad ica l po litics  a l
together o r are p lay ing  Demo
cratic P arty  po litics learned in  
the S ta lin is t school.”

A lthough  a large num ber in  
pro-Soviet circles are “ no long
er under d irect dom ination o f 
the CPUSA, some o f them  are 
d isp laying a m ore and more un 
c ritica l a ttitude  tow ard  the b u r
eaucratic regimes in  the  Soviet 
bloc. Moreover, m any o f them, 
in the absence o f any extensive 
mass pressure fo r  independent 
po litica l action, e xh ib it a strong
er d isposition to  support ‘p ro 
gressive’ candidates on cap ita l
ist pa rty  tickets in  order to beat 
some ‘reactionary ’ at a ll costs.”

What do these inescapable 
facts indicate, in relation to 
prospects for fusion of revolu
tionary forces into a new Lenin
ist-type party in the U.S.? The 
resolution sums these up as fol
lows:

“ The regroupm ent po licy  w il l  
p robably re ta in  its v a lid ity  as a 
method o f approach to new 
break-away currents reacting to 
another big shake-up in the So
v ie t o rb it  or, more im po rtan tly , 
as an approach to new  trans i
tiona l form ations w h ich  may 
arise out o f the mass movement 
in  the early stages o f coming 
disturbances w ith in  U.S. cap
ita lism . M eanwhile, a ll the fra -

SWP Greets 
Trotskyist Party 
In Ceylon

Delegates to the SWP con
vention were inspired by ac
counts of working-class strug
gles led by the Ceylonese 
Trotskyists, organized as the 
Lanka Sama Samaja Party, 
the. largest working class 
party in Ceylon. They voted 
to send the following message 
to th e LSSP:

“ The E ighteenth N ational 
SWP C onvention sends fra 
terna l greetings to you r party  
w hich is so v a lia n t ly  organ
iz ing and leading the socialist 
vanguard under the banner o f 
T ro tsky ism  in  p reparation  fo r  
the establishm ent of a Sama- 
samaja governm ent in  Cey
lon .”

The cablegram was address
ed to S. M. Perera, LSSP 
chairm an, and signed by 
James P. Cannon and F a rre ll 
Dobbs.

terna l re la tions and common en
terprises w h ich  have been es
tablished w ith  so m any people 
o f d iffe ren t tendencies in  the 
past three years should be m ain
tained, w herever possible. B u t 
i t  w ou ld  be unrea lis tic  to  per
sist in  ou r campaign fo r  organ
izational regroupm ent along p re 
vious l i n e s .  The sign ifican t 
changes in  externa l c ircum stan
ces noted above cu rta il the  pros
pects fo r  organizational fusion 
w ith  f orces now  v is ib le  on the 
scene.”
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Eisenhower "Helps" McDonald
When a union confronts a united 

fron t of employers determined to in flic t 
defeat on the workers — and this is the 
sort of foe that the steel union faces in 
the current negotiations — only one kind 
of strategy can smash the bosses’ plans. 
The union must stake out clear and firm  
demands, capable of arousing the workers’ 
enthusiasm, and prepare for a test of 
strength and endurance on the picket line,

David McDonald and his fe llow  
bureaucrats in  the United Steel Workers 
of America are going about the showdown 
struggle w ith  the steel owners in  exactly 
the opposite fashion. They are surrender
ing the union’s positions in  advance of 
the fight. Their treacherous behavior can 
prove costly to the steel workers.

McDonald has already ' pared down 
the union’s demands considerably over 
what he indicated they would be at the 
outset of negotiations. (He never spelled 
out these demands clearly but had talked 
about big money gains, reduction in hours, 
and settlement of outstanding grievances 
over working conditions.)

Next, he agreed to postpone the strike, 
scheduled to begin Ju ly  1, and continue 
negotiations without securing an agree
ment from the employers that any gains 
they would be forced to grant would be 
retroactive to July 1.

I t  is true that McDonald did not cede 
this v ita l bargaining point to the steel 
companies directly. In  fact, he refused to 
abandon re troactiv ity  two weeks ago when 
the employers proposed it. But then Presi
dent Eisenhower — whom the union had 
denounced as in  cahoots w ith  the steel 
barons — came along and asked fo r a 
strike postponement, and McDonald ac

ceded to his request jus t like  that, w ith 
out even insisting on re troactiv ity.

But tha t’s not a ll that McDonald 
yielded to the steel barons. In  a le tte r to 
Eisenhower, June 27, which prompted the 
la tte r’s request fo r a postponement of the 
strike, McDonald asked the President to 
help the union negotiate a “ non-inflation- 
a ry”  wage increase “ such that in your 
words the ‘price [of steel] is not com
pelled to go up’.”

Earlier in the negotiations, the union 
leadership had scored the corporation’s 
phony argument that a wage increase 
would cause a new price increase. The 
union had proved by unimpeachable 
statistics that inflation was caused by fac
tors to ta lly  unrelated to wage increases, 
but very much connected w ith  the steel 
barons’ profit-making. The union leader
ship had also denounced the Eisenhower 
adm inistration fo r backing up the steel 
corporations in  the ir hue and cry about 
“ in fla tionary”  wage increases.

In  this connection, the AFL-CIO  Ex
ecutive Council said: “ The basic issue in 
the steel negotiations is whether an in 
dustry which is swollen w ith  profits. . . 
can te rr ify  the country w ith  phony, ap
peals to the dangers of inflation. . . .”

W ell it  looks as i f  McDonald has been 
terrified. For what he proposed to Eisen
hower is that bargaining proceed hence
forth  on the fraudulent premise that wage 
increases do cause inflation. And he is 
asking the politica l flunkeys of the cor
porations — who say that any wage in 
crease whatever, even one under the cost- 
o f-liv ing  escalator clause in the old con
tract, is in fla tionary — to help determine 
the size of a “ non-inflationary” wage rise.

Oil and Taxes Don't M ix
Do you ever get the feeling that you 

are being boiled in o il when you add up 
the dollars taken from  your wages fo r 
income taxes, sales taxes, entertainment 
taxes, “ lu xu ry ” taxes and dozens of other 
sim ilar levies?

But those in  the oil racket don’t  feel 
that way. I t  seems that o il and income 
taxes just don’t m ix. The June 15 United 
M ine Workers Journal offers some instruc
tive  facts about this oddity.

The giant o il corporations not only 
pay fa r less income taxes than other cor
porations but the bigger outfits pay less 
than the smaller ones.

A few examples: Ten of the largest 
corporations in  1957 paid 44% of the ir de
clared profits in income taxes. But a 
benevolent government took only 14% of 
the admitted profits of the ten biggest o il 
corporations.

That’s the average figure. The five 
“ smaller”  o il outfits paid more taxes than 
the five rea lly big ones. In  fact, the big
gest octopus—Standard O il of New Jersey, 
w ith  greater declared assets than any 
other corporation in  the w orld—paid only 
7% of its 1957 “ net”  in income taxes.

Standard was s t ill fa r behind the 
spectacular 1956 record of the Arabian- 
American O il Co. Aramco pumped $280- 
m illion  from  the lake of o il under the 
Saudi Arabian desert and d idn ’t le t go 
of a th in  dime in  U.S. income tax!

Of course the o il companies do have 
the ir burdens. Some colonial governments 
insist on at least a trick le  of the ir natural

resource. Standard, fo r example, paid 
about $350 m illion  in taxes abroad as 
against $53 m illion  in this country. (That 
was on a gross profit of over $1 billion.)

Lest you begin feeling sorry for the 
o il barons, however, remember that the 
Treasury Department permits them to 
subtract taxes paid abroad as a “ cost”  be
fore making out the U.S. tax forms.

I t ’s pleasant to know that at least 
somebody gets a break on taxes in this 
country. However, i t ’s also quite a luxu ry  
fo r i t  means $1 1/2 b illion  a year in  tax 
revenue that the average person has to 
help make up.

How is this done? Standard O il in 
dicated the answer in its 1957 report to 
stockholders. Payments to the U.S. and 
foreign governments added up to $2,300,- 
400,000. Of this, the company put $400 
m illion  in the k itty . The rest was made 
up by consumers who coughed up between 
six and nine cents a gallon each time they 
bought that precious stuff at a gasoline 
pump.

How do the o il companies get away 
w ith  it? Easiest th ing in the world. A  
thoughtfu l Congress permits them a 27.5% 
“ depletion allowance.”  Their pumps may 
suck o il out of the ground fo r a couple of 
generations and they may get back the ir 
in it ia l investment in  a few years. But 
each year they start out w ith  27.5% of 
the ir y ie ld tax free.

W hy not a depletion allowance for 
wage workers? Nothing to it. Just put 
some people you control into Congress.

The "Security Risk" Decision
Like  any other group of capitalist 

politicians, the Supreme Court justices ap
preciate the value of taking some of the 
curse off a reactionary decision by fo llow 
ing up w ith  a re la tive ly libera l one. The 
latest example of this came when the high 
court dealt a cripp ling blow to the F irst 
Amendment w ith  its June 8 Barenblatt 
and Uphaus decisions. Three weeks later, 
in  its first ru ling  on the government’s in 
dustria l security program, i t  held that a 
defense plant worker cannot be fired as 
a “ security risk ” w ithout the righ t to con
fro n t and cross-examine his accuser.

The court certainly was presented 
w ith  a happy opportunity to resume its 
“ libe ra l”  posture w ith  this particular 
issue. The entire security program so 
crassly violates the B ill of Rights that the 
court would have been hard pressed to 
give i t  its blessing even i f  it  wanted to. 
The eight to one m a jo rity  testifies to this.

The issue at hand was nicely under
stated in a Ju ly  1 New York Times edi
to ria l which said: “ Our security programs 
— the one fo r government employes even 

more than that fo r industria l workers — 
have an unhappy h istory of unfairness.” 

Thousands of “ security”  victims have 
been summarily fired from  the ir jobs. A t 
best they have been offered the opportun
ity  of a star-chamber hearing and an ex

pensive, drawn-out court fight. The secur
ity  program has been a basic component of 
the overall w itch-hunt which has corroded 
American public life  fo r the past dozen 
years.

Yet the court evaded the constitution
al issues involved, deliberately confining 
itse lf to a technical decision, and one that 
easily lends itse lf to reversal. I t  merely 
ruled that neither the President nor Con
gress have authorized the firing  of w ork
ers w ithout the righ t of confrontation of 
accusers.

In  considering the industria l security 
ru ling, i t  is also instructive to note that 
the sole justice to uphold the righ t of 
federal star-chamber purges was Tom 
Clark. As A ttorney General under T ru 
man’s “ fa ir deal,”  he was the man who 
issued the orig inal “ subversive” lis t on 
which the security program is based. 
(People are fired on the basis of real or 
alleged membership in  one or another of 
several hundred organizations a rb itra rily  
branded as “ subversive.” ) C lark’s reward 
for this service was appointment to the 
bench.

The court’s decision can be used in 
the fight to end the vicious industria l 
“ security”  program; but m ilitan t unionists 
would be w e ll advised not to mistake this 
as the end of the w itch-hunt.

"And I told the guide at that Russian exposition that if they think 
they're going to seduce us with their vodka . .

Soviet Technology, Medicine 
Impress Crowds at N.Y. Fair

By Henry Gitano
Going up the escalator at New  

York's Coliseum, a vista of So
viet power emerges. The uni
verse, portrayed by an alum i
num shell sweeping upward 
sixty feet provides the backdrop 
for life-size models of the three 
sputniks that the Soviet Union 
hurled into space. Nearby one's 
imagination is given a further 
lift by a model of the Soviet 
cosmic rocket's last stage —  the 
first artificial object to circle the 
sun.

The tremendous s u c c e s s e s  
flow ing from  the Russian revo lu 
tion  have c learly impressed most 
o f the 250,000 v is ito rs who v ie w 
ed the Soviet E xh ib ition  of 
Achievements in  Science, Tech
nology and C u ltu re  at the C o li
seum during  the firs t s ix days of 
its 42-day run.

The sputn iks and lu n ik  are at 
the center o f the e xh ib it; d is 
plays o f the heavy industry , sci
ence and technology from  w hich  
they stem surround them.

The v is ito rs see scale models 
of a 10 -b illio n -vo lt atom smash
er, the S ta lingrad hydroe lectric 
station, the atom ic icebreaker 
“ Len in ,”  an u ltra -m odern  a ir 
p o rt w ith  dum m y contro l tow er 
and g u i d a n c e  devices, the 
w o rld ’s largest passenger a ir 
plane, a m e ta llu rg ica l and a syn
thetic  rubber plant.

The accent is on machines — 
and on the future. A legend 
reads: "On the basis of wide
spread mechanization and auto
mation of industry and agricul
ture, the USSR shall have the 
shortest working week in the 
world with simultaneous in
crease in the welfare of its pop
ulation."

A n inscrip tion  tha t goes w ith  
a national map o f power ins ta lla 
tions s t a t e s  tha t the same 
am ount of electric power is now 
produced every three days as 
was generated du ring  an entire  
year p rio r to the 1917 R evolu
tion  and tha t by  1965 the pres
ent generating capacity w i l l  be 
doubled.

NO U N EM PLO YM E N T

A  Soviet m in ing  engineer 
shows an Am erican m iner an 
aggregate u n it consisting of a 
coal plow, conveyor and sec
tiona l hydrau lic  propp ing  cap
able of ext r acting 1,000 tons of 
soft coal da ily . He and the other 
spectators shake as the Russian 
m om entarily  presses the button 
to engage the cutter-loader.

The m in e r’s w ife  sized up the 
monstrous machines and w on
dered out loud: “ How many 
m iners have been p u t ou t of 
w o rk  w ith  these machines?”

The guide rep lied: “ We have 
no unem ploym ent. We mecha
nize more; m iners have to w o rk  
less. P len ty of w o rk  to do in  the 
Soviet Union. P len ty  w o rk  fo r 
everybody!”

This prom pted a young w h ite - 
shirted man to ask: “ W hat about 
prison camps?”  The engineer- 
dem onstrator replied, “ Sure we 
have prisons, bu t fo r crim ina ls 
on ly .”

The q u e s t i o n e r  persisted: 
“ W hat about p o lit ica l prison
ers?”

The technician said, “ Sure we 
had po litica l prisoners, b u t now 
no more. N ow  on ly  crim ina ls in  
prisons.”

We asked about the ro le  of 
trade u n i o n s .  “ Supposing a 
grievance could no t be settled 
am icably, can the w o r k e r s  
strike?”

The genial engineer tr ie d  pa
tie n tly  to exp la in : “ W ith  us d i f 
fe rent than in  U nited States. 
O ur w orkers,”  and he knocked 
his fis t against his head fo r em
phasis, “ they are conscious, they 
understand, th a t’s w hy they not 
s trike .”

Others asked how  much he 
paid fo r his su it (he said, over 
$100) w hether his shoes were 
made in  Russia (they were); 
w ha t was the buying  power of

and unskilled  w o rke r’s wages 
and how d id  a fa m ily  budget its 
income. O ur guide d idn ’t answer 
the last tw o questions.

One o f the v is ito rs wanted to 
know  w hy  there was so much 
m achinery and so few  exh ib its  
of how  the Russian people ac
tu a lly  live . The engineer p o in t
ed to his m achinery and rep lied: 
“ Machine is the base fo r a ll p ro 
duction. I f  th is machine can give 
120 tons of coal an hour, make 
shorter w o rk  day and h igher l iv 
ing standard fo r  a ll people. We 
w il l  overtake the U.S. in  better 
liv in g  fo r the people.”

In  the health section o f the 
exh ib it, we examined a display 
of Soviet preventive  medicine, 
an apparatus fo r a rtif ic ia l blood 
c ircu la tion  to substitu te fo r 
heart and lungs du ring  oper a
tions, an illu s tra tio n  o f the 
transp lanta tion o f organs in  ex
periments, a “ sewing machine”  
designed to prevent bleeding 
fo llow ing  an operation. F ina lly , 
we jo ined a crow d gathered 
around a fo rm er ship ’s doctor 
who acted as guide.

Behind him posters declared 
that "The USSR has a single 
planned system of public health" 
and that while in 1913 there was 
one doctor per 10,000 population, 
today there are 17 per 10.000. 
Another placard read: "The en
tire population of the USSR is 
provided with qualified medical 
assistance free of charge."

The audience was surprised. 
“ Suppose someone is i l l  at home, 
w ha t then?”

The doctor rep lied : “ The pa
tie n t telephones, and a doctor 
arrives.”

A nother wanted! to know : “ I f  
a doctor has more patients, does 
he get more money?”  “ W hat i f  
a pa tien t has a chronic disease,” 
someone asked.

The physician answered: “ We 
have specialized hospitals.”

One man said to his neighbor: 
“ We’ve got every th ing  they ’ve 
got; bu t who can pay fo r it? ”

We stro lled past displays o f 
“ consumer”  goods —  furs, car
pets, caviar, rich  confectionary, 
liqueurs. The Soviet automo
biles are in  the same area. Two 
of these are dead-ringers fo r 
Am erican lu x u ry  cars —  com
plete w ith  gaudy lights, chrome 
trim m in g  and plush upholstery.

“ Tha t’s fo r  the  bureaucrats!”  
someone rem arked. There was 
laughter. “ Lim ousines and ca
v ia r —  th a t’s not fo r  the o rd in 
ary guy.”  Some expressed doubt 
tha t even the sm all cars are 
w ith in  reach o f w o rk in g  people. 
“ Where are the price tags?”  One 
man asked.

In  the cu ltu ra l area, however, 
the statistics created a better 
impression. Ill ite ra c y  has been 
com plete ly e lim inated, whereas 
fo r ty  years ago on ly  a m in o rity  
of the population could read and 
w rite . More than 50 m illio n  peo
ple are cu rren tly  s tudying; 1.1 
b illio n  books are published year
ly ; there are 400,000 lib raries, 
853 museums and 1,400,000 ama
teur actors. The emphasis in  the 
enterta inm ent fie ld  at the fa ir  is 
on ba lle t and music, b u t the c ir 
cus, stage and movies are also 
w e ll represented.

GUEST BOOKS

Placed at strategic points 
throughout the e xh ib it are guest 
books in v it in g  you “ to w rite  
you r comments.”  The techno
logical achievements, the free 
medical care and education, the 
stam ping out o f unem ploym ent, 
the confidence in  the fu tu re  — 
these have h it  the m ark  w ith  
m any visitors.

Pages in  the books read: “ A w e 
insp iring, you have advanced a 
hundred years.”  “ They said i t  
couldn’t  be done —  from  w hat I  
saw, they d id  i t . ”

By far the greatest number of 
comments reflect criticism of the 
lack of balance between heavy 
industry and the production of 
consumer goods. This is rein
forced by suspicion aroused by

the glaring omission from  the 
exhibition of figures about the 
Russian workers' living stan
dards.

Here are some o f the c r i t i 
cisms: “ Dear M r. K . W hy don’t 
you put in  you r e xh ib it how  the 
Russian people re a lly  liv e .”

“ One more question, i f  Com
m unism  is so w onderfu l, w hy  do 
you need a secret police?”

“ Very, ve ry  in teresting, b u t 
does not depict th a t average 
prices are beyond the average 
reach.”

HO U SING  D IS PLA Y

A modern three-room apart
ment is on display. One and a 
half million such dwellings are 
scheduled to be completed this 
year. The target for 1965 is 15 
million new city apartments.

Because o f the pressures tha t 
the Soviet w o rk in g  class has 
been exerting on Khrushchev's 
bureaucratic regime, the hous
ing e x h ib it’s sparkle could w e ll 
reflect a genuine movement 
tow ard  raising the liv in g  stan
dards of the Soviet w o rk ing  peo
ple.

The American 
W ay of Life

Nuclear Hideaway
A  scheme to increase the number of possible survivors, 

should New York be h it by H-bombs, was announced Ju ly  
6 by Gov. Rockefeller’s Special Task Force on Protection 
from  Radioactive Fa llou t. The 
plan is an application of o ffic ia l 
federal po licy “ tha t i t  is the re 
sponsib ility  of the c itizen to 
m ainta in  h im se lf fo r  at least 
tw o weeks fo llow ing  an atomic 
attack.”

The key proposal is a state 
law  tha t w ould  requ ire  con
s truction of th ick -w a lled  shel
ters in  a ll ex is ting  and fu tu re  
homes and build ings.

The Task Force estimates tha t 
the shelters could be b u ilt  on a 
do-it-you rse lf basis fo r about 
$150, w ith  a professional job 
runn ing  around $500. (The 
president of the Home B uilders 
Association says th is  estimate is 
“ prem ature,”  ind ica ting  i t  may 
run a b it  h igher.)

The projected la w  w ou ld  not 
deal harsh ly  w ith  builders and 
landlords. “ Exceptions”  m ay be 
necessary and “ fu l l  compliance 
m igh t be excused”  i f  the cost 
of ins ta lling  a shelter is deemed 
excessive. Where shelters are 
provided, s u c h  im provem ent 
w ould  be tax-exem pt.

The scheme w ould  prod land
lords in to  vigorous action. They 
w ould be to ld  to tackle “ ra d i
ation traps”  W ith the dispatch 
they now display in  regard to 
fire  traps.

Statewide distribution of "sur
vival kits" for use in the shelters 
is envisaged. These would in 
clude "a water container( ten 
gallons per person) . . . de
hydrated food, candles, a m ini
mum radio . . .  a radiation de
tection device and a container 
for excreta."

Since human su rv iva l is at 
stake, the Task Force makes 
the drastic suggestion tha t “ con
sideration be g iven”  to the idea 
of d is tr ib u tin g  the k its  “ at re 
duced cost.”

The one m ajor gap in  the p ro 
gram is considered in a rem ark
able a rtic le  on the household 
page of the Ju ly  8 New Y ork 
Times. “ The most im portan t 
pro ject the fa m ily  decorator may 
have to face is fu rn ish ing  w hat 
may be the newest room in the . 
house — the su rv iva l sh e lte r

against rad ioactive fa llo u t.”
D raw ing on experience in  de

signing in te rio rs  o f model space 
ships and the atom ic submarine, 
N autilus, the au thor offers in 
valuable h in ts  fo r coping w ith  
“ the human problems o f lack o f 
privacy and m onotony”  of l iv in g  
fo r at least tw o  weeks in  the 
cramped shelters.

For example, "The fam ily  
might have a library of tapes 
. . . These tapes might play the 
ordinary sounds of a house —  
the refrigerator going on and 
off or the traffic outside. Or it 
might offer the sound of wind  
in the trees or music . . ." (Or 
maybe the drunk next door 
yodelling at three in the morn
ing.)

“ Color schemes can also help. 
The experim enta l l iv in g  area fo r 
the space ship used blue on the 
ceiling, green on the w a lls  and 
earthy beige underfoot. The ex 
p lanation: ‘Th is  scheme w ould  
help the occupants rem ember 
which w ay was up.’

“ The colors also, as they d id  
in the N autilus, reca ll the ou t
side w o rld .”

Despite th is  im ag ina tive  de
velopm ent o f the Task Force 
scheme, Gov. Rockefe ller pu lled 
his neck back a fte r a hasty in 
it ia l “ fu l l  endorsement.”  N ow 
he says the people may not go 
fo r it.

Perhaps a lo t o f people re 
call Edward (‘Fa ther o f the 
Bom b’) T e lle r’s g loom y 1957 
forecast. S u rv iva l in  an atom ic 
attack, he said, w i l l  requ ire  
h id ing  out in  “ deep under
ground shelters”  where food 
could be stored in such a w ay 
tha t “ we s t i l l  could feed our 
population fo r, le t us say, tw o  
years. In  tw o  years we w ould  
have had enough tim e  to find 
out where food can be grow n 
again.”

Inc iden ta lly  a less suggestive 
figure than 12 square feet per 
person m igh t be chosen fo r  the 
shelters. Tha t’s w ha t a standard 
coffin measures.

—  Herman Chaulka

Headlines in Other Lands
Canadian Striker 
Faces Death Penalty 
In Frame-Up Trial

E arl Laing, a N ewfoundland 
w oodworker, faces the danger 
of being ra ilroaded to death in  
a fram e-up t r ia l  aris ing out of 
a b itte r s tr ike  last March. 
La ing  w i l l  go on t r ia l  fo r a l
legedly k i ll in g  a constable, fa t
a lly  in ju re d  du ring  a figh t be
tween police and strikers. The 
figh t began when the Royal 
Canadian M ounted Police as
saulted s tr ik in g  loggers at 
Badger, N ewfoundland.

The prosecuting a ttorney in 
the La ing case sits on the board 
of d irectors o f the struck Bo- 
waters Paper C orporation. By 
enforcing a techn ica lity , the 
em ployer - dom inated govern
m ent o f the province has in  ef
fect prevented La ing  from  ob
ta in ing  counsel from  outside 
Newfoundland. The on ly  la w 
ye r the ' In te rna tiona l W ood
w orkers o f Am erica could ob
ta in  fo r h im  is a man who w il l  
also defend P rem ier Smallwood 
against a lib e l su it filed by 
three IW A  officials. (Sm allwood 
played a leading role in  mo
b iliz in g  police and v ig ilan te  a t
tacks against the strikers.)

The W orkers Vanguard, a so
cia lis t pub lica tion  in  Canada, 
has urged the creation of an 
E a rl La ing  Defense Committee 
to m obilize labor and libe ra l 
support to save his life .

Sukarno Assumes 
Dictatorial Powers

President Sukarno o f Indo 
nesia assumed d ic ta to ria l pow 
ers when he reinstated the 1945 
C onstitu tion  by decree on Ju ly  
5. H is order dissolved the elect
ed C onstituent Assembly and 
th rew  out the 1950 constitu tion 
tha t provided fo r  a modified 
type o f pa rliam en ta ry  govern
ment.

Sukarno’s move had strong 
backing from  the Indonesian 
arm y, whose top officers are 
said to  have demanded th a t he 
ins titu te  a “ strong”  regime.

Sukarno’s move to personally 
assume a ll governm ental pow 
ers also had the backing o f the 
N ationa lis t P a rty  and the In 
donesian C o m m u n i s t  Party. 
These tw o parties sought to re 
store the 1945 constitu tion  sev
era l weeks ago by action of the 
C onstituent Assembly but fa i l
ed o f the needed tw o -th irds  
vote. The Moslem parties op
posed the move when they fa i l
ed to get special provisions fa v 
o ring  th e ir re lig ion.

In  the new cabinet to be set 
up, w ith  Sukarno at the head, 
the arm y is expected to receive 
heavy representation. W hether 
the Com m unist P a rty  w i l l  be 
represented was being discussed 
o ff ic ia lly  in  Jakarta  according 
to the J u ly  6 New Y ork  Times.

In  a statement on J u ly  6, 
Sukarno denied any in ten tion  
o f acting as a d icta tor. He said 
he w ou ld  confer w ith  the Peo
ple ’s Consultative C o n g r e s s  
when i t  is assembled. U nder 
the 1945 C onstitu tion  th is  body 
m ust meet at least once every 
five years.

Britain's 
Buchenwalds 
In Kenya

B rita in ’s “ Buchenwald”  is how 
Tribune, a B ritis h  socialist 
w eekly, describes the Hola de
ten tion  camp in  Kenya. (Buch
enw ald was one o f the most 
notorious concentration camps 
under the Nazi regim e in  G er
many.)

Last M arch the B ritis h  gov
ernm ent was forced to conduct 
an investigation  o f the Hola 
detention camp a fte r eleven 
prisoners died o f beatings ad
m in istered by the guards. A  
coroner found tha t the beatings 
had been “ e n tire ly  un justified  
and illega l.”

However, says T ribune, these 
eleven deaths were no t excep
tiona l cases. B ack-breaking la 
bor and to rtu re  resu lting  in  
deaths are regu la r features of 
the detention camps th a t B r i t 
ish im peria lism  set up in K en 
ya to prevent the g row th  o f the 
na tiona l independence move
ment.

Thus, “ On June 9, the D eputy 
Public Prosecutor of Kenya re
ported on M anyani camp. He 
found th a t a legless man had 
been made to w o rk ; tha t a de
tainee had been subjected to 
the w ater to rtu re ; th a t another 
had been beaten w ith  a plastic 
hose on the testicles and tha t 
others had been made to stand 
facing the sun ho ld ing  stones 
above th e ir heads.”

British Printers 
Block Scab Edition

B ritish  prin t-shop  w orkers 
are m ilita n t. A bou t 200,000 of 
them  are cu rre n tly  on s tr ike  
fo r the 40-hour week. Here is 
an example cited in  the Ju ly  4 
N ew sletter o f th e ir figh ting  
a b ility : “ The West Herts, and 
W atfo rd  Observer, w h ich  no rm 
a lly  sells 85,000 copies, last

week produced a ‘b lack’ ed ition  
o f 45,000 copies. The attem pts 
to get the paper ou t o f the 
w orks ran in to  a solid w a ll of 
pickets . . . Newsagents had 
th e ir scab papers to rn  ou t of 
th e ir hands, ripped to shreds 
and scattered over the road
way. A tte m p t by the manage
m ent to get a van loaded w ith  
papers out o f the m ain gate 
fa iled  com plete ly.”

Strike Paralyzes 
Colombo Harbor

Despite t h e  Bandaranaike 
governm ent’s use of troops to 
w o rk  cargo, the p o rt o f Colom 
bo, Ceylon, rem ained v ir tu a lly  
paralyzed in the n in th  day of 
a harbor s tr ike  tha t began June 
24. F ifteen thousand p o rt w o rk
ers answered the U n ited  P ort 
W orkers U n ion ’s s tr ike  ca ll in  
protest against the govern
m ent’s a ttem pt to cu t wages. 
The UPW  is led by adherents 
o f the Lanka Sama Samaja 
Party , a revo lu tiona ry  socialist 
organization. The LSSP is the 
largest w orking-class p a rty  in  
Ceylon.

The harbor w orkers ’ s tr ike  
has dealt add itiona l b lows to 
the Bandaranaike governm ent 
which enjoys on ly  the slim m est 
support in  P arliam ent and m ay 
fa ll any day. I f  i t  does, new 
elections w i l l  p robab ly ensue.

Jazz Duo Rocks 
Tchaikovsky Hall 
In Moscow

H ot jazz f in a lly  came to the 
Soviet U nion last m onth when 
tw o  Am erican Negro artists 
gave an im prom ptu  concert at 
Moscow’s Tcha ikovsky Conser
va to ry  before some 500 music 
students. The students and th e ir 
in s truc to r w en t w ild  w ith  en
thusiasm over the performance.

The tw o  artists were W illie  
Ruff and D w ig h t M itche ll, 
p lay ing  the piano and bass 
fiddle. The tw o are a renowned 
duo in  th is  country. “ We came 
here as o rd ina ry  tourists,”  M r. 
R uff said. “ We ju s t came over 
to the conservatory and to ld  
them who we were, where we 
had studied and asked i f  they 
wanted to hear us.”  Professor 
Lev V lasenko then arranged 
the concert.

Asked how he squared his 
enthusiasm fo r the duo’s per
formance w ith  the o ffic ia l So
v ie t ban on jazz, Professor 
Vlasenko said, “ The authorities 
ju s t do no t lik e  bad jazz. A nd 
th is  was h igh  a rt . . . Th is was 
the best type o f music.”
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Prejudice in Texas 
Arouses Mexicans
Editor:

There was a very encouraging 
story in  the paper on June 26. 
The M exican governm ent is 
fin a lly  doing something about 
the insults and d iscrim ination 
th a t M exican people suffer in 
th is  state.

The Mexican consul in  the 
tow n  of Lubbock, Miss Cecilia 
M olina, said tha t tw o ladies on 
her staff made an appointm ent 
to  have th e ir h a ir done at one 
o f the local beauty parlors. B u t 
when they got there they were 
tu rned away. The paper says 
the ow ner to ld  them, “ We re
serve the r ig h t to refuse service 
to anyone. We don’t  cater to 
L a tin  Am ericans and so in 
form ed the M exican consulate.”

Miss M olina  to ld  the papers 
th a t the M exican fo re ign m in 
is try  has issued an order no t to 
contract any more laborers fo r 
chopping cotton around L u b 
bock. She said there are be
tween 3,000 and 4,000 Mexicans 
w o rk ing  there now and tha t 
they Would fin ish out th e ir con
tracts b u t tha t the contracts 
w ou ld  not be renewed unless 
the  d iscrim ination  stops.

A n  o ffic ia l fro m  W ashington 
said th a t the Mexicans had no 
r ig h t to do anyth ing  lik e  th is 
unless there was agreement by 
both countries. Miss M o lina  to ld  
h im  the Am erican governm ent 
has no th ing to do w ith  it.

I f  a few  more offic ia ls acted 
lik e  she does, they w ou ldn ’t be 
so qu ick  to k ic k  the Mexicans 
around.

T.L.
Texas

It Was 1920
Editor:

L e t’s keep the record straight. 
In  you r Ju ly  6 issue you quote

W illia m  Price o f the U n ited  In - 
dependent-Socialists as te llin g  
a Senate hearing th a t Gene Debs 
ran fo r P resident from  prison in 
1916. I  know  i t  was probably a 
typographica l error, bu t th a t’s 
an im p o rtan t date in  Am erican 
h istory.

Debs was ra ilroaded to ja il 
fo r opposing the firs t w o rld  w ar 
in  September 1918. He drew  ten 
years under the Espionage Act. 
I t  was in  1920 th a t the Socialist 
P a rty  nom inated h im  to run 
from  his cell. A  year la te r W il
son took a look at the m illio n  
votes Debs p iled up and le t h im  
out. L ik e  they say on television 
—  I  was there.

Old Tim er
New York

Should New 
Party Be 
Socialist?
Editor:

The debate in  your June 28 
issue, “ S h o u l d  Progressives 
W ork in  the  Dem ocratic P arty? ” 
attracted m y attention. I  have 
been an independent a ll m y life  
because I  have no confidence in 
e ither one o f the old parties. I f  
I  voted at a ll i t  was fo r  the one 
I  thought best qua lified fo r the 
office. Thus I  do no t agree w ith  
e ithe r speaker, a lthough I  do 
agree on m any points o f th e ir 
argument.

I  believe in  a th ird  party  tha t 
is independent of both o f the old 
parties. I t  can be e ither p ro 
gressive, labor or libe ra l. B u t 
socialism should not be m ention
ed because o f so much pre judice 
against the name alone. So m any 
minds have been poisoned by the 
public press tha t m any w ould 
not even read the p la tfo rm ' i f  so
cia lism  was once mentioned.

L. H . P.
Salisbury, Md.

An Inside Look at 
Housing Swindle
Editor:

The cu rren t revelations about 
the T it le  I  housing scandal re 
m inded me o f a s im ila r type of 
sw indle tha t I got a first-hand 
look at w h ile  w o rk ing  on a con
struction job. I t  was a so-called 
“ cooperative”  apartm ent project 
sponsored by the Federal Hous
ing A u th o rity .

The in itia to rs  and sponsors of 
the “ cooperative” , were the 
builders who had m ore ways .of 
squeezing money out o f the deal 
than you could shake a stick at. 
And they d idn ’t  have to w o rry  
i f  anyth ing  w en t w rong since 
the entire  enterprise was insured 
by the FH A.

To begin w ith , the builders 
owned the land tha t the F H A  
“ selected”  fo r the project. B u t 
instead of selling the land to the 
co-op they leased i t  fo r 99 years 
at a nice renta l.

Then, o f course, there was the 
p ro fit on p u ttin g  up 14 bu ild ings 
tha t cost about a m illio n  dollars 
apiece. This p ro fit was rounded 
out by having the bu ilders ap
pointed as the management firm  
fo r the pro ject when i t  was com
pleted, fo r  w h ich  service they 
received a m on th ly  fee.

There was also a laye r o f icing 
on the cake. W hen the land was 
leased to the co-op a small cor
ner of i t  was kep t aside by the 
builders. On th is  l it t le  p lo t they 
pu t up a shopping center. M er
chants were w a itin g  in  line  fo r 
the oppo rtun ity  to pay a s tiff 
rent fo r one o f the stores. One of 
the builders, in  a f i t  o f enthusi
asm, to ld  me one day th a t i t  
w ould have been w orth  p u tting  
up the pro ject fo r no th ing jus t 
to have the shopping center 
along side it. He was a ll fo r co
operation.

H. C.
New York

DEFEND C O M M U N IST PA R TY R IG H TS  
IN  IL L IN O IS  — Defenders o f c iv il libe rties  are 
seeking to b lock passage in  the House of a b il l  
a lready ra ilroaded through the state Senate 
th a t w ould  ou tlaw  the C om m unist P a rty  in  
Illin o is . The Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  U nion 
heads the lis t o f organizations opposing the 
d ic ta to ria l measure.

•  *  *

THREE PAC IF ISTS  JA ILED  —  The Rev.
A. J. Muste o f New Y ork, K a r l M eyer o f C h i
cago and Ross Anderson o f Americus, Ga., were 
he ld  in  ja i l  in  lie u  o f $1,000 bond each fo r  
tw ice  scaling a fence at the Nebraska Ordnance 
P lant, site of construction o f A tlas m issile 
launching fac ilities . The pacifists had w ritte n  
E isenhower demanding adm ittance to  the p lan t 
to  protest against the missile pro ject and to 
speak to the workers. They were held on charges 
o f w il fu l ly  and u n la w fu lly  re-en tering  a m i l i 
ta ry  reservation;

*  *  *

FOOD HOARD — Surpluses purchased by 
the governm ent from  A m erica ’s farm ers now 
make a stockpile valued a t $9,000,000,000. B y 
n e x t year the am ount w il l  p robably be $10,500,- 
000,000. Included in the m ountain o f food are 
bu tte r, dried m ilk , cheese, soy beans, g ra in  
sorghum, barley, rice, oats, wheat. Instead of 
g iv in g  the food to needy people a t home and 
abroad, the governm ent is paying 38 firm s 
about $1,000,000 each fo r storage, one firm  re 
ceiv ing nearly  $15,000,000. Storage supervision 
requires 6,300 employees. In  add ition  to rented 
storage space, the governm ent has fille d  225 
L ib e rty  ships fu l l  o f grain. Besides th is  i t  was 
necessary to spend $240,000,000 fo r 237,978 
storage bins to take care of 1,000,000,000 bushels.

* * *
W ORLD'S BIGGEST C ITY  — New Y o rk  

and London have been nosed out as contenders 
fo r  the w o rld ’s biggest c ity . A  M ay census gave 
Tokyo, w ith  a population o f n ine m illio n , the 
d is tinction. Shanghai m ay even exceed Tokyo 
in  size. W ith  the annexation o f 11 ne ighboring 
counties the Chinese m etropolis is reported to 
have a population o f “ nearly  10 m illio n .”

• •  •
"P A R A S IT ISM " IS THE R IG H T  WORD —

“ A  few  days from  now,”  reports the J u ly  4 
Business Week, “ the C ity  o f New Y o rk  w il l  
redeem $2,000 o f West Farms 7% C entra l A ve 
nue road construction bonds. I t  w i l l  continue 
to  pay on these bonds — a rem ain ing $188,000 
o f them —  through the rest o f th is  century, a ll 
o f the 21st C entury, and nearly  ha lfw ay th rough 
the 22nd C entury. A nd i t  w i l l  continue to pay 
7% interest, free from  federal and New Y o rk  
State taxes, u n til the last West Farms bond is 
re tire d  in  2147.”  The road, finished in  1873, 
o r ig in a lly  cost $377,500, b u t the fina l cost, in 
c lud ing  interest, w i l l  be around $3,440,000 by 
2147. The last bond to fa ll due, a $500 denomina
tion , w il l  y ie ld  more than $6,000 in  interest. 
Th is is called cap ita lis t “ free enterprise”  b u t 
“ parasitism ”  is the r ig h t word.

*  *  *

BECK IN D IC TE D  UNDER T a ft-H a r t le y
L E Y  —  A  federal grand ju ry  on June 17 indicted 
Dave Beck, fo rm er president o f the  In te rn a 
tio n a l Brotherhood o f Teamsters and tw o tru c k 
ing  company executives. The ind ic tm en t charges 
tha t in  1954 the tw o truckers gave Beck $200,000 
in  v io la tion  o f a T a ft-H a rtle y  la w  provis ion 
banning payoffs to union officials. The truckers 
said the money was a loan.

*  *  *

COST OF STA G N A TIO N  —  In  a statement 
issued Ju ly  1 as chairman o f the A FL-C IO  
Economic P o licy  Committee, W a lte r Reuther 
estimated tha t the fa ilu re  o f the economy to 
m a in ta in  a five per cen t rate o f g row th  from  
1954 to 1958 cost the Am erican people $212 
b illio n . Th is “ could have b u ilt  five  hundred 
thousand $12,000 homes, doubled the construc
tio n  o f highways, b u ilt fu l ly  equipped hospitals 
w ith  900,000 beds, constructed 300,000 new class
rooms . . . increased by  $1,000 the  salary of 
every teacher . . . doubled the  social security

benefits fo r the 12 m illio n  people on social 
security, doubled benefits fo r  a ll unemployed 
w orkers through the unem ploym ent compensa
tion  system, doubled the benefits o f veterans, 
w idow s and orphans —  and we s t i l l  w ou ld  have 
$5 b illio n  le ft  over to make ou r fo re ign aid 
program m ore effective.”  Reuther ascribed the 
$212 b illio n  loss to policies fo llow ed by the 
E isenhower adm in is tra tion . B u t A m erica has 
suffered m any times th is  loss due to fa ilu re  to 
convert to a socialist economy. A nd th is  fa ilu re  
is due to the po licy  o f the labor bureaucrats, 
inc lud ing  Reuther, of supporting the Democratic 
pa rty  instead of tak ing  the road to independent 
p o lit ica l action.

* * *
LONG-RANG E P LA N N IN G  —  Defenders 

of the cap ita lis t system miss few  opportunities 
to denounce p lanning —  in  producing our da ily  
necessities. B u t they take a d iffe ren t a ttitude  
when i t  comes to war. W illia m  H. Draper, Jr., 
head o f a W hite  House study com m ittee has 
called fo r a 100-year plan costing about $2 b il
lio n  a year fo r m ilita ry  aid to the sate llite  
powers listed as A m erica ’s allies. Said Draper: 
“ We can’t figh t a 100 years’ war, w hich I  sup
pose th is is, by a year-to-year program .”

*  *  *

$1O-BILLION GADGET —  I f  the la test tax 
boosts have given you a slow bu rn  because of 
the added pressure on the fa m ily  budget, here’s 
a b it o f in fo r m ation tha t m a y  help you to cool 
off. You m ay get back p a rt o f th a t tax  money 
in  the shape of a $10-billion atomic plane. This 
was revealed J u ly  1 when secret testim ony 
before a congressional com m ittee was made 
public. According to  D r. H erbert F. Y o rk , d i
rector o f defense research and engineering, 
the expenditure  o f $150 m illio n  th is year on 
the pro ject is on ly  a drop in  the bucket. “ I f  
anyth ing  is to be done in the w ay o f application 
o f nuclear energy to fligh t, i t  w il l  not be done 
fo r less than  $10 b ill io n  or some m u ltip le  
thereof.”

* * *
LOW -COST POLIO VAC CINE —  A  cam

paign w i l l  be k icked off in  W ashington th is 
week fo r w o rld -w ide  use of a live  v irus  a n ti
polio  vaccine, to be taken o ra lly , w h ich  scien
tists report has proved to be a t least as effective 
as the Salk vaccine. A  single fac to ry  can tu rn  
out enough fo r  100,000,000 people in  a few 
months. Estimates o f the cost ru n  from  a cent 
a shot to less than a dime. I t  w i l l  be interesting 
to see how m uch w il l  be charged fo r it.

*  *  *

MORE RAT BITES —  New Y o rk ’s esti
mated e ight m illio n  rats appear to be getting 
hungrie r and bolder, or to be developing a more 
ravenous taste fo r human flesh. Three more 
v ic tim s o f the ir bites were reported J u ly  1. The 
oldest v ic tim  was M aria  Burgos, 69; the young
est G eraldine Carter, 19 months. The th ird  v ic 
tim , Juan Perez, 46, was b itten  June 28. A ll  of 
them  were discharged from  hospitals a fte r re 
ceiv ing emergency treatm ent. One proposed 
rem edial measure is to urge slum lords to put 
the rodents on par w ith  human tenants and 
evict them fo r nonpaym ent o f rent.

*  *  »

OPERATIO N PURSE STRINGS —  The Re
publicans cla im  they believe in “ th r i f t ”  and a 
“ balanced budget”  to avoid “ in fla tion .”  They 
attack the Democrats as “ spendthrifts .”  The 
Democrats accuse the Republicans of being 
pe tty  penny pinchers a fra id  o f ge tting  th ings 
on the cuff. H ow  phony this, debate is can be 
judged from  the fact tha t the governm ent ran 
up a peace-time defic it last year of some $12.5 
b illion , breaking a ll previous records. Under the 
Republicans and Democrats the public debt 
rose $19 b illio n  in  the last s ix years, la rge ly 
due to astronom ical armaments expenditures. 
To indicate th e ir rea l views about tapping the 
pub lic  treasury fo r the benefit o f b ig  business, 
the b ipartisan coa lition  in  Congress has now 
raised the “ perm anent”  legal pub lic  debt l im it  
to $285 b illio n  and the “ tem porary”  l im i t  to 
$295 b illion .
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Condemns
A-Weapon
Give-away

Pending legislation to provide 
nuclear weapons to West Ger
many, Greece, Turkey and other 
members of the NATO m ilitary  
alliance was opposed by the New 
York United Independent-So
cialist Committee in testimony 
before a subcommittee of the 
Joint Congressional Committee 
on Atomic Energy July 2.

UI-SC spokesman W i l l i a m  
Price also» s trong ly  urged tha t 
the com m ittee extend the dura
tion  of its  pub lic  hearings so 
th a t other groups and in d iv id 
uals could be heard and so tha t 
the p ub lic  m igh t have an oppor
tu n ity  to be in fo rm ed o f the 
grave issues involved.

Otherw ise, he declared, “ The 
Am erican people w i l l  find  them 
selves irrevocab ly  com m itted to 
a po licy  w h ich  upon sober ana ly
sis can b ring  shudders to a 
peace-loving c itizen.”

Charging th a t the nuclear 
arms give-away was intended as 
a means o f encirc ling the USSR 
through the m ilita r iza tio n  o f un 
democratic regimes, Price also 
rem inded the com m ittee th a t the 
spread o f atom ic weapons itse lf 
increased the risk  o f war.

"Much has been said," he 
pointed out, "about the possi
b ility  of an accidental pushing 
of a button which could fire off 
one of the missiles we may soon 
have poised in a ring around the 
Soviet Union.

“ I t  is also true  th a t in  a tim e 
o f panic, i t  is u n lik e ly  tha t a 
small U.S. armed forces group 
w ould be able to assert sov
e re ignty over any stockpile of 
nuclear warheads. Some tim e 
ago the Journal o f the U nited 
States Naval In s titu te  published 
an a rtic le  lis tin g  those occasions 
in naval h is to ry  when Naval ac
tion, sometimes unauthorized, 
and in  remote areas o f the w orld  
had provoked in te rna tiona l in 
cidents. I f  the incidents appear 
qua in t to us in  th is  age, we must 
not overlook the fac t tha t they 
could be repeated. This tim e  the 
stakes w ou ld  not  be contro l o f a 
remote is land or harbor bu t the 
enorm ity  o f nuclear w ar.”

D raw ing  on his ow n experi
ence, Price added: “ As a fo rm er 
N aval o fficer and p ilo t, I  speak 
also personally fo r m yse lf as 
one acquainted w ith  war, its 
waste, its  degradation o f values 
and its horror. I t  is iro nica lly  
fortunate, I  suppose, th a t W orld 
W ar I I ,  in  w h ich  I  spent 4% 
years, was on ly  a lim ite d  w ar 
in the modern sense. Those o f us 
involved can take i t  as a token 
example of w hat nuclear con
flic t w ould  be.”

Racists Hurl Bomb 
A t Daisy Bates Home

Two w h ite  men hurled a 
bomb at the L it t le  Rock home 
o f Mrs. Daisy Bates, Arkansas 
president o f the N AAC P, then 
sped away in a car. Fortunate ly, 
no one was h u rt, and the house 
wasn’t  damaged.

The bombing, Ju ly  7, was the 
fo u rth  such a ttem pt on the 
Bates home since the s ta rt of 
the school in tegration crisis.

W ant Public Schooling

A group of students at Hall high school in L ittle Rock 
voted a resolution last September urging immediate reopening 
of their school —  closed by Gov. Faubus to prevent integra
tion —  "even if qualified Negro students . . may be assigned 
to classes." New school board in L ittle  Rock recently decided 
to reopen the schools next fall, even w ith token integration, 
a fte r federal court order voided Faubus' school closing law.

Eaton Sees $3-Billion 
Soviet Trade Prospect

By Lillian Kiezel
“ Practicing capitalists”  like  Cyrus Eaton favor expand

ing U.S. trade w ith  the Soviet Union. However, they are 
up against s tiff opposition from the State Department. 
Eaton, who is chairman of th e
Board o f the Chesapeake &  
Ohio ra ilw ay , points to the 
“ v iew  w ith  a la rm ”  school and 
says “ they have narrowed our 
prospects down to tw o unpa la t
able choices: cold w ar, w ith  a 
crushing burden of taxation, or 
hot war, w ith  nuclear annihilation

 of a ll m ankind.”
Eaton, who has long advo

cated a change in policy, renew 
ed his plea coincident w ith  
fresh overtures from  the Soviet 
governm ent fo r increased trade 
relations on a long-term  credit 
basis.

The Soviet move, associated 
w ith  its F a ir a t the New Y ork 
Coliseum, was g iven the usual 
brush off by  the State D epart
ment.

“ U nited States exports of ad
vanced equipm ent could help 
break a num ber of bottlenecks 
and w ould contribu te  to accel
erating the pace of Soviet eco
nomic expansion,”  said the State 
Departm ent. As fo r  long term  
credits, they w ould “ strengthen 
a po tentia l enemy.”

The State Departm ent repre
sents the v iew  o f those cap ita l
ists who, according to Eaton, 
“ have hypnotized themselves 
into am azingly inconsistent tw in  
conclusions”  —  tha t communism 
must “ in ev itab ly  collapse from  
w ith in ’.’ and .at the same tim e i t  
is an ideology that is “ so pow er
fu l”  tha t unless destroyed “ w il l  
overw helm  us.”

W ritin g  in  the N.Y. H erald 
T ribune Ju ly  3 Eaton expresses 
the opin ion tha t the Soviet 
Union has firm ly  demonstrated 
itse lf to be a “ fro n t rank  in 
dustria l power. . .

“ In  th is very success of the 
Soviets lies the b righ test pros
pect fo r  both bypassing the

cold w ar — hot w a r impasse 
and bu ild ing  up brisk  and pro
fitab le  business between the 
U nited Stales and the USSR. 
Russia is determ ined to push its 
m odernization a n d  expansion 
program at an accelerated pace. 
To carry  out its far-reach ing 
plans, Russia must im p o rt vast 
quantities of equipm ent, m a
ch inery and m ateria ls.”  

Furtherm ore, the Soviet Union 
is not jus t w a itin g  around fo r 
the U.S. to make up its  m ind. 
W hat concerns Eaton most as a 
practical big business man is 
tha t Soviet orders “ are eagerly 
being snapped up by Am erica ’s 
comm ercial competitors, such as 
Great B rita in , West Germany 
and Japan.”

He has made an intensive 
investigation of Soviet trade 
potentia ls and has solid p roo f 
tha t “ $3,000,000,000 of business 
is available to Am erican firm s 
. . . I  am impressed w ith  them 
[Russia’s top offic ia ls] no t as 
doctrina ire  fanatics, bu t as prac
tica l men who w il l  take th e ir 
business com m itm ents seriously. 
N a tu ra lly , they believe in the 
m erits o f th e ir  system, even as 
I, in common w ith  other dedi
cated Americans, believe in  the 
m erits of ours.

“ I also believe,”  concluded 
Eaton, “ tha t the tw o  systems 
of capita lism  and communism 
not only can bu t m ust reach a 
w orkable  agreement to live  in 
peace on the same globe. The 
peaceful and pro fitab le  ex
change of goods appeals to me 
as a more a ttractive  and con
s tructive  w ay of life  than the 
present fan tastica lly  costly arm- 
ed-camp existence w ith  nuclear 
ann ih ila tion  ju s t a pushbutton 
away.”

O’Connor Indicted for Defying 
House Un-American Committee

Charged with "knowingly and 
w illfu lly" failing to appear be
fore a subcommittee of the 
House Un-American Committee 
in Newark, N.J. last September, 
Harvey O'Connor was cited for 
contempt by the House of Rep
resentatives in January. On 
June 30 a federal grand jury in 
Newark, acting on this citation, 
indicted O'Connor for contempt 
of Congress.

Long a figh te r fo r  labor and 
c iv il l ib e rty  causes, O’Connor is 
w ell known as an author and 
as N ational Chairm an of the 
Emergency C iv il L ibe rties  Com
mittee.

O ’Connor was served Sept. 4 
w ith  a subpoena from  the Un- 
Am erican Committee at a meet
ing protesting its  hearings in 
Newark. He adm its that he re 
fused to subm it to the Com m it
tee's demand that he appear be
fore i t  the next day. “ I ’m fed 
up w ith  th is  subpoena busi
ness,”  he said.

In  a statement released at

When Doesn't It?
A t his Ju ly  8 press confer

ence, P r e s i d e n t  Eisenhower 
stated tha t segregation was 
“ m ora lly  w rong”  when i t  denies 
equa lity  of oppo rtun ity  “ in the 
economic and po litica l fields.”

This was the president’s firs t 
pub lic statement of his personal 
feelings on the segregation is
sue.

tha t tim e O’Connor charged 
tha t Congressman Scherer (R- 
Ohio), who headed the subcom
m ittee had b itte r ly  attacked the 
ECLC during  the proceedings 
because the organization had 
in itia ted  a campaign to abolish 
the House U n -A m e ric a n  Com
mittee.

The Committee, he said, was 
out to punish h im  and the 
ECLC. “ Congressman Scherer 
is of course, en titled  to his own 
opinions about both the ECLC 
and m yself,”  said O ’Connor, 
“ bu t I challenge his r ig h t to 
hale me before his C om m it
tee . . .

“ The announced purpose of 
the House Committee is to ‘pun
ish’ the Emergency C iv il L ib 
erties Committee . . . W hile  
Congressman Scherer may con
tend tha t his Committee should 
not be abolished, he has no 
r ig h t t o summon me because as 
a citizen I  am w o rk ing  fo r such 
abolition . . .

“ I am challenging the r ig h t of 
the House Committee on Un- 
Am erican A c tiv it ie s  to exist . . . 
Not one single piece of Iegisla
tion has emanated from  th e 21 
years of a c tiv ity  of th is  House 
Com m ittee . . .  I t  has wasted 
m illions of dollars of the ta x 
payers’ money, i t  has ruined the 
lives of thousands of citizens 
whose ideas the House Com
m ittee c o n s i d e r e d  unortho
dox . . . ”

Declaring that it is lime that

the power of this Committee be 
challenged he concluded: "By 
declining to respond to the 
House Committee's subpoena, I 
make that challenge."

C lark  Foreman, the ECLC 
D irecto r said June 30, “ The in 
d ic tm ent of H arvey O'Connor 
fo r contem pt of Congress w il l  
test the r ig h t of a Congressional 
comm ittee to punish citizens . . .  
The Emergency C iv il L iberties 
Committee stands so lid ly  behind 
th e ir chairm an in th is  test of 
his C onstitu tiona l righ ts .”

"Title I ' — Fancy 
Name for an Old 
Game of Profits

By Gordon Bailey
In  the ten years since it  went into effect, the T itle  

One Slum Clearance Program has offered lit t le  to New 
York tenement dwellers hoping fo r better housing. But
i t  tu rned out to be a bonanza to 
politic ians, real-estate s h a r k s  
and racketeers out to make easy 
money a t the expense o f ten 
ants and taxpayers.

The measure was passed by 
Congress in  1949 to aid cities in 
replacing slums w ith  new apart
ments, stores and pub lic  b u ild 
ings. Under its provisions a c ity  
buys slum property , guarantee
ing its owners a good p ro fit, and 
then sells i t  a t a low e r price to 
p riva te  interests, who are sup
posed to redevelop the area on 
a p ro fit-m ak ing  basis.

One-third of the city's loss is 
met by local taxpayers; while 
the federal government makes 
up the other two-thirds.

In  New Y o rk  m any o f the p ro 
jects have bogged down in  a 
morass o f profiteering, fraud 
and scandal. Insiders have coin
ed hundreds of thousands o f d o l
lars w ith o u t tearing down a 
single slum. Persons w ith  racke
teer connections have entered 
the lucra tive  field. Where slums 
have ac tua lly  been to rn  down 
lu x u ry  apartm ents have been 
b u ilt  instead of low -ren t projects 
fo r the d i s p l a c e d  tenement 
dwellers.

In  one case reported by the 
New Y ork  Times, the N Y U  B e l
levue project, a tenement p rop
e rty  in m id-M anhattan, was 
slated fo r redevelopment. In  
1953 the c ity  bought the p rop
e rty  fo r $7,850,854 and sold i t  to 
a syndicate fo r $1,020,000.

The syndicate then collected 
$2 m illio n  in  ren t from  the ten
ants of the slum bu ild ings fo r 
the next three years. They paid 
large fees to various members of 
the syndicate fo r “ services ren
dered.”  Tw o lawyers among the 
investors received $73,000 in  
legal fees. Tw o accountants got 
$37,000. A n  insurance broker 
who invested $5,000 in  the syn
dicate took ou t $74,000 in  insu r
ance commissions.

A t  the end o f fou r years none 
o f the old bu ild ings had been 
to rn  down, not a single b ric k  of 
new  construction la id . When 
fin a lly  pressed fo r action the 
sponsors defaulted on th e ir con
trac t and sold the project.

Nine other projects launched 
under T itle  One in the past ten 
years were handled in much the 
same way. Property in Harlem  
that cost the city. $5,244,383 was 
turned over to a group of in 
vestors for $415,000 and mort
gages. Rent from tenants in the 
buildings brought the syndicate 
$71,500 a month. In  the next five 
years the sponsors received $3,- 
047,509 from the property. Seven 
years later only three of six pro
posed new apartments had been 
built and 35 tenants were still 
occupying c o n d e m n e d  slum 
dwellings.

Even when slums are actua lly  
to rn  down and new apartments 
pu t up the fo rm er slum dwellers 
do no t benefit. They are shunted 
off in to  other slums w h ile  the ir 
fo rm er homes are replaced by 
apartments ren ting  fo r  $150 or 
$250 a m onth and more.

MOSES REARS H IS  H EAD

Robert Moses, N ew  Y o rk  Park 
Commissioner, w ho also heads 
the S lum  Clearance Committee, 
denies th a t T it le  One was de>- 
signed to help erect low-cost 
housing. He says the in te n t of 
the A ct was to clear slums and 
pe rm it th e ir redevelopm ent by 
priva te  interests fo r “ o rd inary  
speculative business purposes.”

So closely has Moses helped 
supply the means for ordinary 
speculative business purposes 
that the committee draws up no 
plans for redevelopment of an

area before it is sold to a spon
sor. That is left to the profit- 
minded private interests with no 
more than consultation w ith  the 
committee.

In  practice the redevelopers 
have found i t  m ore profitab le  to 
continue to collect rents from  
the present slum tenants than to 
pu t up new build ings. In  many 
cases the syndicates have no 
funds available fo r construction. 
The H arlem  group had $5,000 fo r 
b u ild ing  new  apartm ents a fte r 
m aking a down paym ent on the 
property.

A fte r  five years o f operation 
the syndicate w ound up w ith  
$8,891 to meet debts of $236,757 
a lthough stockholders and the ir 
re latives had been paid a to ta l 
of $409,244.

Sponsors o f the M anhattan- 
tow n pro ject, w h ich  produced 
$173,164 a m onth in  rent, had a 
w o rk in g  cap ita l fo r construction 
o f $12,650.

I t  has recently  come to l ig h t 
tha t Thomas Shanahan, vice- 
president o f the S lum  Clearance 
Committee, has made pro fitab le  
loans to sponsors o f T it le  One 
projects, th rough the Federated 
Bank and T rus t Company o f 
w hich he is president. Shana
han’s d u ty  is to pass on the f i 
nancial re lia b ility  of prospective 
sponsors. Moses defended his 
deputy against criticism by say
ing that his banking connec
tions had been invaluable to the 
committee.

Persons w ith  connections in  
the Democratic P a rty  have been 
favored over others. A  roster o f 
T it le  One sponsors reads like  a 
lis t of “ who knows w ho”  in  
Tam m any H a ll.

P ub lic  protests mounted when 
the com m ittee appointed Louis 
Pokras, an associate o f gam bler 
F rank Costello as sponsor o f the 
m id -H arlem  p r o j e c t .  M ayor 
Wagner was forced to cancel the 
appointm ent.

R obert Moses has defended the 
actions o f his com m ittee as the 
on ly  w ay to get p riva te  en ter
prise interested in  slum clear
ance. He claims th a t T it le  One 
is now  a “ dead duck”  because 
of the disclosures.

T it le  One may be a dead duck 
in  New Y ork , bu t as a means of 
replacing slum, dw ellings w ith  
low-cost housing i t  never hatch
ed from  the egg.

In  ten years on ly  200 acres o f 
New Y o rk ’s 7,000 acres o f slums 
have been to rn  dow n under th is  
program.

A t  th is  ra te  i t  w ou ld  take  350 
years to replace the present 
slums, w ith o u t touch ing the new 
slums tha t w ou ld  develop in  tha t 
time.


