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Two Thousand 
Delegates Attend
NAACP Parley

By Lillian Kiezel
JU LY  15—Two thousand delegates from  every part 

of the U.S. have come together fo r the F iftie th  (Golden 
Anniversary) Convention of the National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored
People in New Y o rk ’s C o li
seum. The convention has begun 
consideration of many serious 
issues bearing on the type of 
struggle the N AA C P  w il l  con
duct in  the period ahead.

Param ount among these are: 
(1) Self-defense against racist 
violence. This involves the sus
pension o f Robert F. W illiam s, 
President o f the U nion County, 
N.C., branch of the N A AC P fo r 
u rg ing  Negroes to figh t back 
against racist attacks.

(2) Emphasis in  the struggle

French Draw 
Jobless Pay 
For Duration

"The United States can boast 
of a higher standard of living," 
says the June 27 Ford Facts, 
weekly newspaper of Local GOO, 
United Auto Workers, "but 
France does a more humane 
job of taking care of its unem
ployed workers —  including the 
payment of benefits during the 
entire layoff period, long a goal 
of the Michigan State A FL- 
CIO."

French w orkers receive a per
centage o f wages fo r  as long as 
they are la id  off. They receive 
the same benefits in  the hun 
d redth  week o f unem ploym ent 
as in  the firs t. Furtherm ore, 
benefits are u n ifo rm  th roughout 
the country, u n like  in  the U.S. 
where they va ry  from  state to 
state.

Ford Facts concludes: “ Cries 
th a t the M ichigan State A F L - 
CIO plan w ou ld  b a nkrup t a ll 
business came fro m  lips  o f big 
corporation executives w ho at 
the same tim e  had on th e ir 
desks reports show ing th e ir 
French and other subsidiaries 
rack ing  up record profits in  
countries where social benefits 
have always been superior to 
ours.”

fo r equa lity . Should i t  rem ain 
m erely in  the courts or should 
the N A A C P  give leadership to 
mass actions such as the M on t
gomery bus boycott?

(3) D iscrim ina to ry  practices 
against Negro members o f the 
labor movement. Is i t  su ffic ien t 
to accept l ip  service from  lead
ers like  W a lte r Reuther about 
ending such practices or should 
more vigorous measures be un 
dertaken?

(4) Independent po litica l ac
tion. Should the N AA C P con
tinue to support b ig business 
po litic ians of the Democratic 
and Republican parties who are 
using the struggle fo r firs t- 
class citizenship as a po litica l 
footba ll, o r should the N AAC P 
break w ith  them  and push fo r 
the developm ent of a labor 
pa rty  w h ich  w ou ld  genuinely 
represent the interests o f all 
m in o rity  peoples?

PARADE OF "FRIENDS"

Thus fa r the convention has 
fo llowed the usual practice of 
lis ten ing  to assorted orators and 
Democrats a n d  Republicans, 
posing as “ fr iends”  o f the Ne
gro people, who sound o ff at' 
the convention w ith  fine-sound
ing phrases and promises.

Nelson A. Rockefeller, gov
ernor of New Y o rk , and aspir
ant fo r  the 1960 Republican 
presidentia l nom ination, led the 
parade. This “ champion”  o f the 
cause o f c iv il r igh ts  was fo llo w 
ed by A v e r i l l  H arrim an, fo rm er 
governor of New Y ork . The 
next was S e n a t o r  H ubert 
H um phrey (D -M inn.) who has 
ju s t announced his candidacy 
fo r  the W h ite  House.

H arrim an  a n d  Rockefe ller 
have records tha t belie th e ir 
demagoguery. Just one example: 
H arrim an signed ex trad ition  pa
pers in  1955 ordering the re tu rn  
3f  W illie  Reid to a F lo rida  chain 
gang. Reid had escaped from  
the chain gang in  1952 to pre
vent prison guards fro m  m u r
dering h im .

( Continued on Page 4)

“ Young Socialist”  Meet 
Sees Promising Future

Increasing opportunities to w in ’ a new generation of 
American students to socialist ideas were noted at a re
cent meeting of the National Committee of Young Social
is t supporters attended by rep-<- 
resentatives fro m  San Diego,
Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
Berke ley, Seattle, Deriver, the 
T w in  Cities, M ilw aukee, Chica
go, D e tro it, C leveland, B a lt i
more, P h ilade lph ia  and New 
Y ork .

The body adopted unanim
ously a resolution on Tasks and 
Perspectives which emphasized 
the growing opportunities for 
socialist activities on college 
campuses. I t  also pointed to in
terest in socialist ideas among 
high-school students and young 
Negroes.

W hile  at present on ly  a small 
you th  organization oriented to 
wards education can be b u ilt, 
i t  was fe lt tha t the com ing pe-

Hits Air Line 
Hiring Bias

NEW  YO R K, J u ly  15 —  A  22- 
year-o ld  Queens College co-ed 
charged yesterday tha t the Cap
ita l A ir lin e s  refused to h ire  her 
as a flig h t hostess because she 
is a Negro. T es tify ing  before the 
State Commission A gainst D is
crim ina tion , Miss P atric ia  Banks 
accused the company of ba rring  
Negroes from  em ploym ent in  a ll 
fl ig h t capacities.

She applied a t C apita l a fter 
com pleting a three-m onth $200 
tra in in g  course at a comm ercial 
school. She was in te rv iew ed 
along w ith  other graduates, bu t 
un like  the others was not n o ti
fied fo r m onths o f the disposition 
of her application. F in a lly  she 
was to ld  she was rejected fo r 
la ck  o f “ experience”  and be
cause she had a too th  th a t need
ed fix ing .

riod w i l l  reg ister modest bu t 
s ign ificant g row th  fo r  the m il
ita n t socialist you th  forces 
gathered around the Young So
cia lis t, Am erica ’s on ly  socialist 
youth  newspaper.

I t  was reported th a t several 
new campus socialist clubs were 
form ed th is  past semester p r i
m a rily  through the in it ia t iv e  of 
the Young Socialist supporters.

A c tiv it ie s  were described in 
support o f the national cam
paign tha t led to the free ing of 
Fuzzy Simpson and Hanover 
Thompson, tw o  Negro ch ildren 
sentenced to a re fo rm a to ry  fo r 
being kissed by a w h ite  ch ild  
playm ate. P a rtic ipa tion  in  the 
last tw o  Y outh  Marches fo r  In 
tegration was reported.

The circulation department of 
the youth paper noted a steady 
increase in bundle sales and 
subscriptions. The New York 
contingent alone sold close to 
500 papers in one month.

The partic ipants stressed the 
im portance of presenting a re v 
o lu tiona ry  socialist a lte rna tive  
to those influenced by the r ig h t- 
w ing  Young People’s Socialist 
League (youth a ffilia te  of the 
Socialist P a rty  —  Social Demo
cratic Federation).

They fe lt  th a t w h ile  the 
Y P S L has been forced to sus
pend pub lica tion  of its  m onth ly  
paper, Challenge, the grouping 
s ti l l  has some influence on the 
campus and represents the only- 
open r iv a l to the Young Social
ist fo r  the allegiance o f socialist 
youth.

The supporters o f the Young 
Socialist la id  plans fo r expan
sion o f activ ities  in the fa l l  tha t 
m igh t lead to early  fo rm ation  
of a na tionw ide Young Social
is t A lliance.

Steelworkers Hold Line
Against Employer A ttack
Self-Defense 
Issue Stirs 
Convention
NEW  YORK, July 15 —  The 

current convention is a land
mark in the post-World War I I  
history of the NAACP because 
delegates and visitors are all 
thinking about and discussing a 
policy issue. This is armed self- 
defense by Negroes when nec
essary to protect themselves 
against racist violence.

The issue is bound up w ith  
the recent suspension of Robert 
F. W illiam s, President o f the 
U nion County , N.C., branch of 
the N AAC P, who called fo r such 
self-defense preparations.

The question has been * the 
single most discussed subject in 
the corridors, hote l rooms, bars, 
restaurants — wherever dele
gates gather. Up to now i t  has 
been kept o ff the floor.

The N A A C P  leaders, lik e  to 
day’s union bureaucrats, l im it 
discussion by delegates a t a 
convention to a m in im um  and 
delay even th a t u n til everyone 
is tired  out. Thus discussion from  
the floor w i l l  occur on ly  on the 
fifth  and s ix th  days.

The preceeding days are be
ing spent lis ten ing  to national 
figures, Dem ocratic and Repub
lican p o l i t i c i a n s  and other 
speakers.

A t panels, called "workshops," 
questions may be addressed to 
the speakers, but discussion is 
out of order. Thus Williams, at
tempting to raise the problems 
of his branch at one work ses
sion, was cut short.

Though there is much sym 
pathy fo r  W illiam s and fo r  his 
position, i t  is la rge ly  being d r iv 
en underground. From  the be
g inn ing  the N AA C P  adm in is tra 
tion  has th ro w n  its  w e igh t 
against h im . E very  delegate, fo r 
example, found in  his fo lde r a 
pam phlet entitled , “ The Single 
Issue in  the R obert W illiam s 
Case.”

According to this, the issue is 
not self-defense b u t an alleged 
call by W illiam s fo r mob action 
and the lynch ing  o f whites.

The curren t issue o f Crisis, the 
o ffic ia l magazine, has a s im ila r 
piece as its  lead artic le .

Unusual efforts by the na
tiona l office to get “ the r ig h t 
people”  on the Resolutions Com
m ittee  have been noted. U n it-  
ru le  vo ting  fo r regional and 
even branch delegations w il l  
prevent p ro -W illiam s votes from  
being registered.

The lengths gone to so far by 
the NAACP leadership to or
ganize the convention against 
Williams —  and this is not lost 
on the delegates even though 
they are submitting to it —  is 
testimony to the power of the 
issue that he has raised.

Golden Jubilee Convention

Delegates assemble at opening session of the Fiftieth National Convention of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People in New York July 13. The convention w ill 
end with a mass rally at the Polo Grounds July 19.

What the Wage Gap in Detroit 
Reveals About Equality in Jobs

By George Breitman
D ETR O IT—How close are Ne

groes to equality? Or, to nar
row the question down, how 
close are they to economic 
equality, measured in terms of 
income?

A ll  who are interested in  the 
answer should study the ad
jo in ing  table o f sh ifts in  fa m ily  
income among w hites and Ne
groes in the D e tro it area, where 
wages are among the highest in 
the country.

The table is taken from  stu
dies made every year since 1951 
(except 1956) by the D e tro it 
A rea S tudy o f the U n ive rs ity  of 
M ichigan. The 1958 data, releas
ed ju s t th is  month, deserves 
much more a tten tion  than i t  
has received.

The table begins w ith  the 
Korean w ar boom year, 1951. A t 
tha t tim e w h ite  fa m ily  income 
was $92 a week, Negro fa m ily  
income $67. The d iffe ren tia l, or 
gap between the two, was $25 
a week. The ra tio  column, show
ing Negro income as a propor
tion  of w h ite , was 73%.

$25 a week, then, was the 
heavy price Negroes had to pay 
in 1951, at the beginning of the 
table, for job discrimination, ex
clusion from the better paid 
jobs, inferior vocational and 
educational opportunity, etc.

The nex t tw o years saw con
tinued income gains by both

groups. (Real income, tak ing  
h igher prices in to  account, 
w ould of course be less im pres
sive.) B u t the gains by w hites 
were bigger, and as a resu lt the 
w eekly d iffe ren tia l grew w ide r 
— $31 in  1952 and $40 in  1953.

The next year, 1954, was a 
recession year. Both w hites and 
Negroes were h it, and income 
o f both fe ll. The d iffe ren tia l was 
narrowed, fa llin g  $1 to $39. 
Closing the gap in this way is 
not what Negroes want.

The bust was fo llow ed by a 
boom in 1955. Both w h ite  and 
Negro  income rose, Negroes 
gaining $1 more, and the week
ly  d iffe ren tia l was lowered once 
more, $38.

No survey was made in  1956. 
The figures fo r 1957 showed 
tha t the same general trend had 
continued: Negro income rose 
again, bu t w h ite  income rose 
s ti l l  more, and the d iffe ren tia l 
reached a new  h igh —  $42 a 
week.

Then came another recession 
in 1958. As was to be expected, 
income o f both groups fe ll 
again. B u t th is  tim e Negro in 
come rea lly  w en t w ay down, 
much more than w h ite  income.

The gap now reached $50 a 
week —  or twice as much as at 
the beginning of the table in 
1951! And the ratio dropped to 
59%, an all-time low of the 
decade.

A nother im portan t feature of 
the study, no t shown in  the 
table here, is tha t in the 1951- 
58 period, gains in  Negro fa m ily  
income (6%) fa iled to keep 
pace w ith  rises in the consumer 
price index (11%) —  so tha t 
Negro fam ilies  ac tua lly  lost 
purchasing power during  these 
e igh t years.

Getting back now to the ques
tion we started with, the answer 
is: In  the Detroit area, where 
wages are among the highest 
and where Negroes earn more 
than anywhere else, the Negro 
people are still $50 a week per 
fam ily away from economic 
equality. And throughout the 
1950's this gap has been grow
ing bigger, not smaller.

M ichigan has had a F a ir Em 
ploym ent Practices Commission 
du ring  the last fo u r years. B u t 
i t  has been no more effective 
than other state FEPC’s, as is 
shown by the fact tha t the 
trend has changed l it t le  since 
its inception.

W ill the U n ited  States In fo r 
mation Service, w h ich  spreads 
so much propaganda abroad 
about “ Negro progress,”  p u b li
cize the findings of the D e tro it 
study? W ill  the libe ra l Negro 
and union leaders, who preach 
“ gradualism ”  as the answer to 
d iscrim ination, offer any com
m ent on it?

Don’t  hold your breath u n til 
they do.

All Union Bodies Urged 
To Set Up Nationwide 
Strike Aid Committees

By Tom Kerry
The steel strike is on! A fte r exhausting every reason

able means to avoid a shutdown, over 500,000 steel workers 
have been forced on strike to preserve the gains made in  
several decades of struggle. From the beginning the steel 
magnates merely went through the motions of negotiating 
a new contract to screen the ir all-too-obvious determina
tion to provoke a showdown. They talked peace but pre
pared for war!

Existing plant facilities were strained to produce a 
mountainous backlog of steel to sustain a war of a ttrition . 
W hile the steel workers are the immediate target, the 
union-hating corporations and the ir flunkies, in and out 
of public office, have ra llied around the steel tycoons who 
are spearheading an attack aimed at the entire labor 
movement.

The steel strike comes as a climax to a prolonged anti
labor offensive extending over the past 13 years. W ith  the 
end <3f the war, the labor-management honeymoon erupted 
in  the great strike wave of 1946. In January of that year 
approximately 2,000,000 workers went on strike against the 
hold-the-line wage-freeze imposed on labor by the em
ployers and the ir government. On January 21, 1946, 
approximately 800,000 steel workers struck fo r a wage 
increase. The steel barons refused to grant any wage 
concession despite the fabulous profits coined out of the 
bloody muck of war.

Then, as now, the profit-hogs and the ir henchmen 
raised a hue and cry about defending the “ public”  against 
inflation; Labor, they screeched, was getting fa t and rich  
w hile  the boys in  uniform  were fighting overseas fo r a 
mere m onth ly pittance. The attempt to p it the workers in  
uniform  against the workers in the plants for the greater 
glory of the dollar patriots failed. I t  failed, ignominiously, 
because among other reasons, the strike wave happened 
to coincide w ith  a powerful movement among the troops 
to “ bring the boys home”  from overseas.

Symptomatically, w ith  the fa ilu re  of the corporations 
to enlist the re turn ing troops as strikebreakers, the capi
ta list politicians in  Washington came galloping to the 
rescue. On January 30, 1946, jus t nine days after the 
Steelworkers union had shut down the plants, the legisla
tive calendar in  the House was hastily cleared to make 

(Continued on Page 2)

Detroit Family Income
Median Detroit Fam ily Incomes, Weekly, 1951-58*

. White Negro
Year Fam ily Fam ily D iffe ren tia l Ratio
1951 $ 92 $67 $25 73%
1952 102 71 31 70
1953 117 77 40 66
1954 110 71 39 65
1955 117 79 38 68
1956 (no survey made)
1957 127 85 42 67
1958 121 71 50 59
* “ M edian”  means h a lf the fam ilies surveyed fe ll below 

these incomes and h a lf came above.
t I t  should be noted th a t m ore people w o rk  in  Negro 

fam ilies  than in  w hite , according to the na tiona l census, so tha t 
the d iffe ren tia l w ou ld  be even greater i f  in d iv id u a l ra ther than 
fa m ily  incomes were compared.

So the Union Brass Came Down with Lockjaw
By Harry Ring

The current squabble in the 
Democratic party has put the 
A FL-C IO  leadership on the 
spot. The fracas opened when 
Paul Butler, Democratic nation
al chairman, took to the head
lines with an indictment of the 
abysmal legislative record of 
the Southern Democratic con
gressional leaders.

For years union leaders like  
W alte r Reuther have contended 
tha t i t  is p o lit ica lly  progressive 
to back Democrats fo r office. 
Tha t course, they argue, helps 
cu t down the influence o f the 
reactionary Southern bloc in  the 
party  by “ strengthening”  the 
N orthern  “ lib e ra l”  w ing.

B u t so fa r no t a single top 
labor o ffic ia l has spoken up in 
support of B u tle r and his p ro 
fessed aim of cu tting  down the 
Southerners in  order to restore 
the p a rty ’s “ progressive image.”

Considerable scorn has been 
heaped on N orthern  libe ra l con
gressmen fo r th e ir ignom inious 
cap itu lation  to Senate leader 
Lyndon Johnson and House 
leader Sam R ayburn. B u t the 
performance o f these libera ls 
looks alm ost heroic in  com pari-

son w ith  the behaviour o f M eany, 
Reuther and company.

These labor statesmen devel
oped acute cases of lockjaw 
when the opportunity came to 
speak out against the congres
sional kingpins from Texas.

The N orthern  congressmen 
held th e ir tongues out of fear 
o f reprisals in  patronage and 
in fluen tia l comm ittee assign
ments i f  they dared to cross the 
Southern high command. W hat 
did the top union bureaucrats 
have to lose? Some patroniz ing 
words and luncheon engage
ments. These are ve ry  precious 
to figures lik e  Reuther and 
Meany, fo r th a t is about a ll 
they gel fo r th e ir help in  cor
ra llin g  the labor vote.

B u t the Democratic machine 
bosses in the N orthern indus
tr ia l areas, who consider B u tle r 
one o f th e ir boys, have some
th ing  qu ite  tangib le at stake.

They face tw o serious p rob 
lems. The Southerners have 
tra d itio n a lly  been a m in o rity  
force at the p a rty ’s national 
conventions. N ow , on the basis 
of th e ir increased strength in 
Congress, they are look ing  fo r 
a greater voice at the 1960 con-

vention. The B u tle r forces are 
w ork ing  to prevent this.

A n  even tho rn ie r problem  fo r 
the N orthern  machines is the 
presidentia l election. The 1958 
landslide gave the Democratic 
pa rty  a 64.7 per cent m a jo rity  
in  Congress—the biggest since 
1936.

The vote clearly expressed 
strong popular sentiment for the 
passage of progressive social 
legislation.

Y et despite th e ir top-heavy 
m a j o r i t y ,  the Congressional 
Democrats have chalked up so 
miserable a record th a t anyone 
w ith o u t a score card could 
easily assume th a t conservative 
Republicans were in  the saddle 
fo llow ing  the • leadership of 
Eisenhower. The N orthern ma
chines recognize tha t i t  w on ’t 
be easy to exp la in  th is away to 
w orkers and lib e ra l m idd le- 
class voters.

For a w h ile  the Democratic 
a lib i was tha t the “ fig h tin g ”  
N orthern  libera ls  were stym ied 
by a D ix iecrat-R epublican a l l i 
ance. B u t th is doesn’t  hold 
w ater a fte r the shameless way 
the libe ra ls  w orked at p u tting  
a h igh  shine on the Texas boots

worn by Johnson and R ayburn. 
In  the cu rren t duel o f press 
statements on ly  three congres
sional libera ls  backed B u tle r. 
The rest have c ith e r remained 
silent or, w ith  an eye to  the 
D ixiecrats, swung a punch at 
him .

B u tle r opened his a ttack on 
the Johnson-Rayburn combina
tion  in a Ju ly  5 T V  appearance. 
He said tha t “ qu ite  a few  Dem
ocrats around the country are 
unhappy about the progress tha t 
has been made”  in  the curren t 
session. He ventured the hope 
tha t the “ a ttitudes and policies 
of the leadership w il l  change,”  
po in ting  ou t the pa rty  w il l  be 
“ in  a tough s itua tion ”  in  1960 
i f  they do not.

Johnson and Rayburn have 
tr ied  to exp la in  away th e ir to 
ta l lack o f in terest in any fo r 
ward - looking legis lation by 
cla im ing tha t th e ir hands are 
tied. They are short o f the tw o- 
th irds  m a jo rity  necessary to 
override a presidentia l veto. So 
the shrewd way to get th ings 
done, they say, is to send Eisen
hower “ ve to-proof”  legislation. 
A nd  th is  a lib i was peddled by 
the un ion brass!

In  plain language this means 
to act exactly like a Republican, 
a role that is completely natural 
and easy for any Democrat, since 
there are no differences between 
the two parlies in basic pro
gram.

The B u tle r faction  has count
ered w ith  the argum ent th a t the 
rea lly  sm art w ay to impress the 
voters is to send the president 
b ills  tha t he w il l  be sure to 
veto and in  th a t w ay b u ild  up 
a record fo r the 1960 race by 
show ing w ha t k in d  o f leg is la
tion  the Democrats w ou ld  pass 
if  they held the W h ite  House.

The Johnson-Rayburn forces 
obviously lost a debating po in t 
on th e ir “ ve to-proof”  strategy 
when Eisenhower vetoed the 
Democratic housing b il l  tha t 
had been w h ittle d  down to the 
bone to make i t  “ acceptable”  to 
him .

The fate of the slum-clearance 
measure symbolizes the per
formance o f the Dem ocratic 
m a jo rity  th roughout the session. 
O rig ina lly , both houses approv
ed b ills  w ith  re la tive ly  large 
slum-clearance grants.

B u t the libe ra ls  made no seri
ous e ffo rt to  stop R ayburn  and

Johnson from  chopping down 
the grants. N or d id  they take 
any action when Johnson greet
ed the President’s veto by com
m enting th a t i t  was “ unwise”  
b u t courteously ind ica ting  tha t 
he had no serious in ten tion  of 
try in g  to • override it.

Other key Democratic com
mitments to the voters have 
been disposed of in similar 
fashion. A  modest aid-to-de- 
pressed-areas" b ill was intro
duced at the opening of the 
session. The House b ill is still 
languishing in the Rules Com
mittee and there is scant pros
pect of any action before 
adjournment. A school construc
tion, scholarship and teachers 
pay bill is dying in the same 
committee.

Proposed grants to subsidize 
a irp o rt construction tha t w ou ld  
have stim u la ted  . em ploym ent 
died a qu ick  death. The b ill,  
vetoed by E isenhower in  1958, 
was reintroduced at the open
ing of the present session w ith  
the prom ise o f a vigorous figh t 
fo r passage. However, i t  was de
cided tha t the b i l l  wasn’t  “ veto- 
p roo f”  and Congress “ compro-

(Continued on Page 4)



Page Two T H E  M I L I T A N T Monday, July 20. 1959

1,000 Harlem Demonstrators 
Protest N.Y. Police Violence
NEW  YORK, J u ly  15 —  Police Commis

sioner Kennedy has responded to an angry 
H arlem  dem onstration against police b ru ta lity  
by  assigning 88 more cops to the precinct 
where it  occurred.

“ We are not going to stand fo r mob v io 
lence anywhere in  the c ity ,”  declared the com
missioner whose cops are notorious fo r th e ir  
sadistic a ttitude  tow ard members of m in o rity  
groups. The commissioner’s statement he igh t
ened the seething discontent th a t now  grips 
Harlem . (See ed ito ria l, “ Negro R evolt,”  page 3.)

The demonstration occured Monday n ig h t 
in  fro n t o f the station house a fte r tw o cops 
had beaten, kicked and pu lled  the h a ir o f a 
handcuffed woman whom  they had arrested 
fo r  d isorderly  conduct. D riv in g  the prisoner, 
Mrs. Carmela Caviglione, to the station, the 
cops ran in to  a concrete island d iv id in g  Sev
enth Avenue at 117th Street, a busy section of 
H arlem . A  crowd q u ick ly  gathered as they 
dragged the screaming woman from  the car 
and beat her.

One o f the pa ir o f “ New Y o rk ’s finest”  
'drew his gun and threatened the crowd. A  by 
stander, Charles Samuel, was accidently shoved 
against the cop and the gun w ent off. The 
b u lle t grazed both cops. Samuel was also 
hauled off to ja il, charged w ith  s tr ik in g  the 
policem an’s hand. _ »

As news of the inc ident spread, an angry 
crowed o f over 1,000 gathered in fro n t of the 
precinct station. I t  was a w ay of protesting 
against the w o rk in g  over prisoners comm only 
suffer when the cops get them  alone. A fte r 
three hours of m ounting tension, m idd lew eight 
boxing champion “ Sugar”  Ray Robinson 
emerged from  the station and convinced the 
crowd to disperse by te llin g  them  th a t the 
prisoners had not been abused.

La te r Robinson to ld  reporters th a t “ the 
situa tion  in the precinct d idn ’t  jib e  w ith  w hat 
I  to ld  the people . . .  I t  was apparent th a t 
the woman had been beaten.

• “ She had a sp lit, bleeding upper l ip  and 
to ld  me she was kicked and dragged by the 
h a ir by the police. She had obviously had a 
num ber o f d rinks  bu t she was not incoherent

By Herman Chauka
as the cops reported. She was hysterica l at 
times and seemed in great fear.”

Robinson,, said he had not reported th is  to 
the crowd because he feared they were on the 
verge o f r io ting . He also said a man in  the 
crowd had handed h im  a role o f film s w h ich  
he said showed the cops beating Mrs. Cavig
lione. Robinson said he w ou ld  make the films 
available to c ity  authorities and to the press 

Yesterday a c ity  magistrate rejected a 
plea fo r low  bail fo r M rs. Caviglione, declar
ing: “ This is a case of a pa tro lm an w ho a t
tempts to do his du ty  and these people w ant 
to s ta rt a revo lu tion. I  w on’t condone it . ”

A t the hearing i t  was established tha t 
Mrs. C aviglione was a w h ite  woman of Ita lian  
and Puerto Rican descent. The crowd, and ap
pa ren tly  also the cops, had assumed she was 
a Negro.

Spokesmen o f the Negro com m unity  today 
b itte r ly  assailed Kennedy’s decision to send 
more cops in to  the d is tric t. “ The police, more 
than any other single factor, are responsible 
fo r  the ris ing  tension in the area,”  said Jawn 
L. Sandifer, an N AA C P  spokesman.

The police in  H arlem  and the Negro d is
tr ic ts  in  Queens are “ tr ig g e r happy,”  he con
tinued. . . i t  has become pub lic  knowledge 
tha t police b ru ta lity  is an accepted practice 
condoned by the Police Departm ent.

“ The cop who practices b ru ta lity  knows 
he can escape punishm ent by the D epartm ent; 
in  fa c t the D epartm ent w i l l  do everyth ing  in 
its pow er to protect h im .

“ In  m y 14 years as chairm an of the State 
[N A A C P ] Legal Committee I  have ye t to  see 
firm  d isc ip lina ry  action taken by the Police 
Departm ent against a cop.”

The depth of the fee ling  in H arlem  was 
indicated when Borough President H ulan Jack, 
a Negro po litic ian  not noted fo r  m ilitancy , de
clared last n ig h t th a t the  g row ing tension 
springs frdm  increased resentment by H arlem  
residents over “ inadequate housing, poor 
schools, unsanitary conditions and low -paying  
jobs.”

“ The people o f H arlem  are in  an angry 
mood and the c ity ’s got to do something about 
it , ”  Jack said.

. . Steelworkers Hold Line
(Continued from  Page 1 )

w ay fo r  consideration of the 
un ion-busting  Case b ill, the 
fo re runner o f T a ft-H a rtley . The 
labor-ha ting  corporations had 
crossed swords w ith  the union 
pow er on ‘ the economic field 
and were properly  licked. De
feated in  d irec t combat, the 
employers sought aid from  the ir 
h ire lings - in Washington and 
shifted the struggle to the legis
la tive  fron t.

W ith  the adoption o f T a ft- 
H a rtle y  in  1947 the pow er of 
governm ent was openly aligned 
w ith  big business. Since then 
the power of the unions has 
been system atica lly underm in- 
th roughou t a ll o f Am erican in -

ed, weakened and crippled> A p 
plied to one section o f the labor 
movement a fte r another; grad
u a lly  extending its tentacles to 
strangle ' the independence of 
the unions in  contro l o f the 
job ; in te rp re ting  its  provisions 
to s tra it-ja cke t union defense of 
long-established w o rk in g  con
d itions; e ffective ly  checkmating 
attempts to organize the unor
ganized; a iding, abeting, p ro 
m oting  and inexo rab ly  extend
ing  open-shop c o n d i t i o n s  
dus try ; etc., etc., T a ft-H a rtle y  
has done yeoman ^ervice in 
softening up the unions. Today 
the labor-ha ting  fra te rn ity  gath
ered around the steel moguls 
feel tha t the tim e is prop itious

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

For Summer Reading
Take part of your vacation to catch up on those 

books and pamphlets you’ve meant to read. Here is our 
recommended list, including several new publications 
that deserve consideration fo r your permanent lib ra ry.

Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844, by  K a r l 
M arx. You m ay have heard o f these rare  productions by the 
26-year-old genius and w ished you could read. them . N ow  they 
have fin a lly  been translated in to  English. 209 pp. $1.

Principles of Communism, by F rederick Engels. One of the 
best in troductions to the M a rx is t outlook. 18 pp. 15 cents.

The Irregular Movement of History, by W illia m  F. Warde. 
A  h ig h ly  readable exp lanation of the laws o f uneven and com
bined development, w ith  s tr ik in g  examples o f how  they w o rk  
out. 51 pp. 25 cents.

Introduction to the Logic of Marxism, b y  W illia m  F. Warde. 
Lectures on d ia lectica l m ateria lism  tha t make I t  easier to under
stand a d iff ic u lt subject. 73 pp. $1.

Recessions and How to Prevent Them, b y  H a rry  Kelber. 
A  s tra igh t ta lk  on an issue th a t concerns every w orker. 38 pp. 
25 cents.

The Power Elite, by  C. W rig h t M ills . A  m uch discussed 
book on social re la tions in  Am erica  today. 423 pp. 85 cents. 
Paperback.

The W all Between, by  Anne Braden. The absorbing story 
o f w ha t happened w hen the Bradens helped buy a home fo r  a 
Negro fa m ily  in  a w h ite  neighborhood. 306 pp. $3. (R egularly 
$5.)

By Leon Trotsky:
Trotsky's Diary in  Exilet 1935. F rom  E rich  F rom m ’s re 

v iew : “ Th is is a modest man; proud of his cause, proud o f the 
tru th  he discovers, b u t no t va in  or self-centered . . . ’Just as 
was the case w ith  M arx, here was the concern, understanding 
and sharing o f a deeply lo v in g  man w h ich  shines th rough 
T ro tsky ’s d ia ry .”  218 pp. $4.

Literature and Revolution. A  M a rx is t Classic o f the  rela
tion  between p ro le ta rian  po litics and art. 256 pp. $1.98.

The Chinese Revolution. —  Problems and Perspectives. 
A  sam pling of T ro tsky ’s views on a subject th a t f in a lly  shook 
the w orld . 22 pp. 35 cents.

Three pamphlets on Germ any; The Turn in  the Communist 
International and the German Situation, 20 cents; Germany, 
the Key to the International Situation, 35 cents; The Only 
Road for Germany, 65 cents. A l l  three fo r  $1.10. W ritte n  in  
w arn ing  o f the danger o f Nazism, these pam phlets could w e ll 
serve as texts in  a basic course on M a rx is t politics.

By James P. Cannon:
Notebook of an Agitator. A  collection fu l l  o f hum or, irony, 

anger and h e a rt- lif t in g  v is ion o f the  socialist fu tu re . 362 pp. 
C lo th  $4; paper $2.50.

The History of American Trotskyism. The story o f the  d if 
fic u lt struggle to b u ild  a re vo lu tiona ry  socialist p a rty  in  the 
heartland o f w o rld  capita lism . 268 pp. C lo th  $2.75; paper $2.

The Struggle for a Proletarian Party. A  companion book 
to the H is to ry  o f Am erican T rotskyism . C loth $2.75; paper $2.

America's Road to Socialism. A  luc id  presentation o f the 
prospects fo r  socialism and a s tirr in g  forecast o f w ha t socialist 
Am erica w il l  look like . 78 pp. 35 cents.

Socialism and Democracy. The M a rx is t v iew  on a topic 
tha t is under vigorous' debate today. 21 pp. 15 cents.
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fo r an open assault on labor.
In  addition, the cu rren t cam

paign against “ labor racketeer
ing ”  sparked by the anti-labor, 
anti-N egro M cC lellan C om m it
tee is ta ilo red  to smear and dis
c red it the unions in  an e ffo rt to 
en lis t “ pub lic ”  support to curb 
w ha t the “ free en terpris ing”  
steel moguls like  to call the 
“ labor m onopoly.”

The forces arrayed behind the 
steel corporations have seized 
upon the present dispute to 
m ount an assault on the entire  
organized labor movement. The 
E isenhower adm in is tra tion  has 
been runn ing  interference fo r 
the big business mob from  the 
ve ry  s ta rt o f the negotiations. 
Eisenhow er h im se lf has consist
en tly  parroted the line  la id  
down by the steel indus try  
spokesmen.

The Democrats in Congress, 
through their leading pundits, 
are active participants in W all 
Street's anti-union crusade. Any 
complacency in the ranks of la 
bor; any illusions that this is 
just another in the pattern of 
post-war strikes from which the 
steel workers w ill emerge after 
a brief shutdown with signific
ant concessions, can be disas
trous.

The robber barons and th e ir 
representatives in  governm ent 
have made i t  abundantly  clear 
tha t they are girded fo r  w ar 
against labor. Despite d iffe r
ences o f op in ion over po licy 
and tactics, and they are many 
and w il l  have to be discussed 
free ly  and openly, a ll support
ers of labor  m ust ra lly  to de
fend the union movem ent from  
the em ployer-governm ent a t
tack.

W ith  the S teelworkers oc
cupying the fro n t lin e  in  th is  
battle, labor should lose no tim e 
in  m ob iliz ing  its reserves. From  
the national leve l down to every 
lo ca lity  in  the country the A F L - 
CIO should establish, w ith o u t 
delay, s tr ike  support com m it
tees to ensure th a t the Steel
w orkers are no t starved or 
beaten back to  w o rk  w ith o u t 
an acceptable contract.

Such ’s tr ike  support com m it
tees should be set up by every 
C entra l Trades and Labor body. 
Every  union, regardless o f a f
filia tion , should be inv ited  to 
partic ipate . A l l  o f labor’s allies, 
fr ie n d ly  fa rm  units, Negro o r
ganizations, wom en’s groups, 
etc., should be enlisted fo r  ac
tive  pa rtic ipa tion  in  the struggle. 
For w ha t is invo lved in  th is 
figh t is the ve ry  fu tu re  of the 
en tire  labor movem ent!

Kerala Workers Seek to Oust CP Regime
By P. R. Dharmabandu

IR IN JA LA K U D A , S O U T H  
IN D IA , July 6 —  The Commu
nist Party government in K er
ala is trembling on the verge of 
collapse under p r e s s u r e s  of 
mounting opposition from the 
right and from the left.

The curren t crisis in  tha t 
small state was precip ita ted by 
the passage o f the Education A ct 
soon a fte r the CP was elected to 
office in  early 1957. This law  
was scheduled to go in to  effect 
th is June.

I t  was designed to establish 
un ifo rm  and im proved standards 
in the more than 7,000 second
ary schools w h ich  are. p riva te ly  
operated though state-support
ed. Most o f these educational 
ins titu tions  are under re lig ious 
auspices, la rge ly  C hristian, p a rt
ly  high-caste H indus o f the N a ir 
com m unity.

This progressive measure is 
supported by most teachers, 
parents and students. B u t i t  is 
being fiercely opposed by the 
Catholics and R igh tis t parties 
who do not w an t the govern
m ent to have a voice in  the 
management o f these schools, es
pecia lly since i t  is Com m unist 
controlled.

The Nairs had previously 
w orked w ith  the C om m unist re 
gime, w h ich  in  tu rn  had gone 
ou t o f its  w ay to placate the 
high-caste H indus and to k ind le  
communal hatred between them  
and the Christians, the tw o most 
in flu e n tia l re lig ious groups in  
Kerala.

A t the last m inu te  the N a ir 
leaders tu rned against the CP 
governm ent and jo ined w ith  the 
Catholics in  a L ibe ra tion  A ction 
C ouncil w h ich  was preparing a 
campaign against the new Edu
cation A ct. A l l  the reactionary 
forces, inc lud ing  the Congress 
Party , lined  up w ith  them.

Frightened b y  th is  pow erfu l 
un ited fro n t o f reaction, the CP 
governm ent postponed reopen
ing the schools on June 17. Most 
o f the schools in  centra l Kerala 
where the m a jo rity  o f Christians 
live  are s t i l l  closed; others are

Violence in  In d ia

Indian workers tight back against police wielding lathis —  bamboo sticks weighted w ith  
lead at the tips —  in  1946 national independence demonstrations against British rule, Recently, 
the Communist Party regime in Kerala in Southern India directed police to club rubber w ork
ers and agricultural laborers during strikes led by the Revolutionary Socialist Party.

not function ing  norm ally .
On June 12 the L ibe ra tion  A c 

tion  Council launched a 's ta te 
w ide h a r t a l  (dem onstration) 
against the Education A c t w hich 
the regime m et w ith  force.

In  three places the police tired 
on the pickets, killing twelve 
and injuring many more. About 
25,000 people have been arrested 
in the past few weeks and 
thousands have been given jail 
sentences.

K era la ’s C hie f M in is te r has 
stated his w illingness to nego
tia te  w ith  the C hristian and N a ir 
leaders and even to w ith d ra w  
the key section o f the  A c t w h ich  
empowers the P ub lic  Service 
Commission to  subm it lis ts o f 
teachers to f i l l  the ex is ting  va 
cancies. I f  such a concession is 
made to the re lig ious bigots,

ve ry  l it t le  th a t is progressive 
w il l  rem ain o f the Education 
Act.

The CP governm ent’s propos
als have been subm itted to 
P rim e M in is te r N ehru  w ho has 
ju s t v is ited  Kerala. I t  appears 
tha t the CP is prepared fo r  a 
surrender p rovided th e ir m in is 
t r y  w i l l  be a llowed to continue 
in  office fo r the fu l l  te rm  o f five 
years.

W ORKERS IN TER VEN E
Meantim e, the w o rk in g  class 

o f Kerala has in tervened in  the 
struggle on its  own account. The 
h igh hopes the masses focused 
on the  CP have died down be
cause th a t p a rty  has fa iled  to 
ca rry  out the promises in  its  
election m anifesto m ore shame
lessly than the Congress P a rty

bourgeois m in is ters of other 
states.

Its officials have brutally re
pressed the movements of the 
m ilitant w o r k e r s ,  especially 
those headed by political parties 
other than the CP. Its police 
fired upon and killed two w ork
ers at Chandanathope who were 
led by the Revolutionary So
cialist Party and then com
pounded this crime with a simi
lar shooting of strikers at the 
Munnar Plantations who were 
led by the CP itself 1

The masses are suffering from  
soaring prices o f food and other 
essentials. The price o f boiled 
rice per bag has risen from  39 
to 50 rupees since the present 
governm ent took pow er in  A p r il 
1957. W idespread practices of 
corruption, nepotism  and fa v o r i

tism  have tu rned  people o f a ll 
shades of op in ion  against the 
S ta lin is t regime.

The resentm ent o f the  masses 
boiled over on June 29 when the 
en tire  w o rk in g  class o f Kerala, 
except fo r the C P-contro lled 
unions, w ent on a 24-hour gen
eral s trike . O ver 75 per cent o f 
the labor force in th is  state pa r
tic ipa ted  in  th is  unprecedented 
demonstration.

HARBOR STR IK E
Loading and un loading o f 

ships in  Cochin H arbor came to 
a s tandstill th a t day. The police 
launched la th i charges against 
the strikers  in  s ix  centers, in 
ju r in g  dozens o f the dem onstra
tors, w ho w ere ca lling  fo r  the 
resignation o f the co rrup t and 
pow er-d runk CP M in is try .

The C entra l E xecutive o f the 
CP o f Ind ia  m et at the end of 
June at T rivand rum  fo r  tw o 
days to rev iew  the situation. I t  
rejected N ehru ’s suggestion th a t 
the Kera la  M in is try  resign and 
new elections be held. The CP 
leadership adm itted  th a t the  
schools have been suspended, 
buses are not runn ing , and m any 
governm ent offices are not func
tion ing  norm a lly .

B u t the S ta lin is ts  m a in ta in  
th a t the people fa vo r continua
tion  o f th e ir ru le , po in ting  to the 
results o f the local elections in  
Kera la  since they have been in  
office.

Actually, the CP chairmen in  
three of the major cities, Te lli- 
chery, Trichur and Kottayam, 
have been ousted by no-confi
dence motions and many other 
municipalities are demanding 
that the CP ministers resign.

The m anifested insistence o f 
the masses fo r a change o f th e  
regime« cannot be disposed o f 
s im p ly  by  guns, police batons 
and ja i l  sentences. I f  the CP- 
leaders re a lly  believe th a t the 
people are behind them, as they  
say, w h y  should they hesitate 
to resign and subm it th e ir  rec
ord and candidates fo r  re-elec
tion? O r do they p riva te ly  doubt 
th e ir ow n popu la rity?

CROWDED QUARTERS
A  West Side M anhattan area 

w hich housed 25,000 people in 
1925 packed in  nearly  40,000 in  
1956 although there has been 
v ir tu a lly  no new construction, 
according to a repo rt o f the New 
Y o rk  P lanning Commission.

SWEETENS TH E P IL L
A  candy m anufacturer from  

Kansas C ity  gave the annual 
meeting o f the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce th is  exp lanation fo r 
his good business du ring  the re 
cession. “ People need candy to 
get energy.”  he said, “ Then they 
can keep going and help them 
selves ou t o f the recession.”

Complex Struggle in Kerala
(The following editorial, which 

we have condensed somewhat 
due to space considerations, ap
peared under the title  "Kerala, 
What Next?" in the July 5 issue 
of the M ilitant, bi-weekly news
paper of the Revolutionary 
Workers Party of India. —  Edi
tor.)

The anti-G overnm ent ag ita 
tio n  in  Kera la  has assumed a 
complex fo rm . The ag ita tion  is 
directed against the C om m unist 
P a rty  governm ent w h ich  adm in
isters a bourgeois state appara
tus.

The CP leaders argue tha t 
any movem ent to dislodge the 
m in is try  from  office is uncon
s titu tio n a l in  its  ob jective and 
reactionary in  character since 
the reactionary parties lik e  the 
Congress, M uslim  League, the 
C atholic Church and the N a ir 
Service Society are associated 
w ith  it. The CP leadership and 
the Kera la  governm ent there
fore  demand th a t a ll progressive 
and socialist forces outside K e r
ala should ra lly  to the support 
o f the “ Com m unist”  m in is try  in  
office.

R evo lu tionary M arxists, how 
ever, m ust recognize th a t the 
ro le o f the CP as a ru lin g  p a rty  
in  K era la  w ith in  the cap ita lis t 
constitu tiona l fram e w o rk  —  as 
the v ir tu a l policeman o f the 
bourgeois social order —  is fu n 
dam enta lly d iffe ren t fro m  th a t 
o f the CP in  other states where 
i t  p lays an oppositional role, 
however lim ite d  i t  be because 
o f the p a rty ’s present class-col- 
labora tion is t line , against the 
bourgeois Congress [P a rty ] re 
gimes.

I f  we concede that there is 
universal discontent against the 
Government in Kerala —  of this 
there can be no doubt —  our 
attitude to the Kerala Govern
ment cannot be basically differ
ent from the Marxist attitude in 
relation to the Congress govern
ments in other States.

There is an iron ica l element in 
the present situation. A  Com
m unist P a rty  is considered to be 
a m ilita n t vanguard of the w o rk 
ing class. A  C om m unist govern
m ent ought to fu nc tion  as the 
figh ting  arm  of the w o rk in g  class 
to liqu ida te  capita lism . In  con
trast in  Kera la  the w o rk in g  
class organizes a general s tr ike  
demanding the resignation of 
the C o m m u n i s t  governm ent 
w h ile  the governm ent uses the 
police force o f a bourgeois state 
to combat it.

We are no t concerned w ith  the 
fate o f the cap ita lis t Congress 
[P a rty ] nor do we support the 
objective w ith  w h ich  the reac
tiona ry  parties in  K era la ' are 
figh ting  the CP governm ent. B u t 
i t  w ou ld  be w rong  to brand, as 
the CP does, the ag ita tion  in  the 
fo rm  o f p icke ting, mass demonstrations

 and strikes as uncon
s titu tiona l.

The constitu tion  its e lf guaran

tees such democratic r igh ts  to 
the people to be exercised by 
them  whenever they feel op
pression and in justice  perpetra
ted by a governm ent. Therefore 
the ag ita tion is on ly  an ex tra - 
parliam entary  fo rm  o f struggle 
and i t  is no t unconstitu tiona l in  
character.

It  is evident that the CP had 
miscalculated in  its assessment 
of forces unleashed by the agi
tation. It  underestimated the ac
cumulated popular discontent 
against the government. Its stra
tegy was to combine repression 
—  in this it has excelled even 
the Congress regimes in other 
states —  w ith methods of dis
rupting the unity of the move
ment by trying to appease d if
ferent sections w ith different 
promises.

I t  has fu r th e r re in forced these 
devices w ith  the technique of 
p o lit ica l b lackm a il o f the Con
gress, by d raw ing  up charge 
sheets against the governments 
in  other states. This ta lk  o f “ re 
ta lia tio n ”  is an in d ire c t adm is
sion by the CP leadership tha t 
i t  had so fa r sabotaged the con
d itions fo r  mass s t r u g g l e s  
against the cap ita lis t land lord  
system exis ting  in  o ther states 
in  pursuance o f its  class-collab- 
o ra tion is t line. The S ta lin ists 
also hope tha t the agita tion 
w ould peter o ff because o f the 
fa ilu re  o f its  leadership to p ro 
v ide a socio-economic program  
to the masses to sustain the 
struggle.

We are opposed to President’s 
ru le  in  Kerala. The people o f 
the state m ust be a llow ed to 
free ly  exercise th e ir  democratic 
r ig h t to  have an elected govern
m ent of th e ir own choice. Since 
the CP governm ent does not re 
flect the w il l  o f the people, i t  is 
the r ig h t of the people to compel 
the governm ent to resign. Fresh 
elections m ust be held.

The fact tha t the cap ita lis t 
Congress governm ents in  other 
States, even where they are d is

credited before the  m a jo r ity  o f 
the people do not resign cannot 
be a norm  fo r  a governm ent 
w h ich  claims to  be democratic 
and even C om m unist to  fo llow . 
In  th a t case the undem ocratic 
practice is on ly  duplicated.

U lt im a te ly  the v ic to ry  o f so
cialism  in  Ind ia  can be assured 
on ly  by mass struggles outside 
the leg is la ture and not by  the 
endeavor o f the CP m in is try  to 
s tick to office. The center o f 
g ra v ity  o f the struggle fo r  so
cialism  lies no t in the state leg
is la tu re  or even in  “ a comm u
n is t governm ent”  form ed under 
the bourgeois constitu tion  b u t in  
the factories and fields.

The experience o f the Kerala 
governm ent has exploded the i l 
lusion of a bourgeois parliam en
ta ry  trans ition  to  socialism as 
embodied in  the so called A m 
ritsa r thesis o f the CP. B u t the 
real crim e of the CP regim e in  
Kera la  lies in  th a t i t  d id not 
even t r y  to achieve w ha t was 
possible to achieve w ith in  the 
bourgeois constitu tion  (na tiona l
ization o f fo re ign  capital, l iq u i
dation o f zam indari w ith  nom in 
al compensation, support to  the 
w orkers ’ struggles against cap
ita lis ts  instead o f co llaboration 
w ith  capita lists lik e  B irlas, etc., 
etc.)

W hat are the tasks o f genuine 
M arx is ts  in  K era la  under a 90m- 
p lex s itua tion  lik e  the  present 
one? Can they keep ou t o f the 
movem ent because the “ reac
tionaries”  are associated w ith  an

A d v e rt is e m e n t

Labor Politics
"Which Way for Labor: 

Democratic Party or Labor 
Party?" by M urry Weiss.

B u lle tin  No. 3 of M a rx is t 
Studies. 22 pp. 25 cents. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3, N.Y.

Introductory Offer
Are you interested in  the real meaning of big events 

at home and abroad? Then you can’t afford to overlook 
the socialist point of view. Make sure you get the 
M ilita n t every week.

The M ilitant 
116 University PL 
New York 3, N . Y .

Yes, I w an t to take advantage o f you r in troduc to ry  offer. 
I  am enclosing $1 fo r a six-m onths subscription.

Name

Street

City Zone  State ...........

ag ita tion - against a so-called 
“ com m unist”  governm ent and 
thus hand over the masses to  re 
actionary forces? C erta in ly  not.

R evo lu tionary socialists m ust 
s tr ic t ly  d e lim it themselves from  
such reactionary  and re fo rm is t 
parties as the Congress, M us lim  
League, PSP and others and 
should launch i n d e p e n d e n t  
struggles o f the masses on the 
basis o f a socialist program : — 
viz., na tiona liza tion  o f p lan ta 
tions and a ll o ther fo re ign  cap
ita l, na tiona liza tion  o f a ll fyey 
industries and transport under
takings under w orkers ’ control, 
land to the t i l le r ,  liq u id a tio n  o f 
debts, a l iv in g  wage fo r  w orkers; 
c iv il liberties, dem ocratization 
o f un iversities and educational 
institu tions, un ive rsa l free edu

cation up to the secondary stage, 
etc.

W h ile  M arx is ts  m ust t r y  to 
channelize the popu lar discon
ten t along the h igh-road o f class 
struggles against the cap ita lis t 
system as a whole, i t  is not on ly  
perm issible b u t also ob liga to ry  
upon them  to enter in to  un ited  
fron ts  w ith  o ther parties on such 
dem ocratic issues lik e  c iv il  l ib 
erties w ith  a v ie w  to  m a in ta in 
ing the u n ity  o f masses in  action.

I t  must, however, be remem
bered that the basic struggle of 
workers and peasants in  Ker
ala —  as in the rest of the coun
try —  is ' against the capitalist 
system and for socialism. The 
CP ministry is only an obstacle 
not the main enemy in the strug
gle for socialism in India.

A d v e rt is e m e n t A d v e rt is e m e n t

New Yorkers!
Spend July 17-19 Week End 

In the Country!
Join  other independents and socialists at a week-end outing. 

The U n ited  Independent-Socia list C om m ittee has reserved the 
fac ilitie s  o f

M ountain Spring Camp
a bea u tifu l woodlands camp in  the fo o th ills  o f the Pocono 
M ountains on ly  70 m iles from  the c ity . (Tw o hours ride  by bus 
from  N ew Y o rk  to W ashington, N . J.) D elic ious food. S w im 
m ing —  outdoor games.

Hear Guest Speaker:

Lloyd Barenblatt
"The Supreme Court and the First Amendment"

(M r. B arenb la tt was a p rin c ip a l in  the recent Supreme 
C ourt decision backtracking  on the F irs t Amendm ent.)

•
RATES: O n ly  $15 —  includes room  fo r  tw o  n ights, s ix 

meals and the lectures. (Lodge o r Cabana accomodations 
s lig h tly  h ig h e r.) 'N o  tipp ing .

For reservations or further information call GR 5-9736 
before July 15.

Negro Struggle 
And Communism

Does the struggle fo r fu l l  equality in  America owe 
anything to the successful working-class revolution in 
Russia in  1917?

Today i t  is fashionable to denounce “ communism;” 
but a few decades ago some of the most persistent 
battlers in the Negro struggle took a different attitude. 
They found i t  profitable to study the Bolshevik experi
ence.

Read about the results of this in  “ The Russian 
Revolution and the American Negro Movement”  by 
James P. Cannon, one of the founders of the American 
Communist Party and la ter of the Socialist Workers 
Party. In the summer issue of the International Socialist 
Review. Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N. Y.'
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"Negro Revolt"
“ Negro Revolt.”  Such was the head

line splashed across the fron t page of the 
Ju ly  4 issue of the in fluentia l Amsterdam 
News on the eve of the N AACP conven
tion in  New York.

“ Harlem is seething w ith  grim  un
rest,”  the lead story proclaimed. “ New 
Y ork ’s more than one m illion  Negroes 
were v ir tu a lly  in  revolt this week taking 
action into the ir own hands in  bold 
moves . . . ”

“ The apparently unplanned, but w e ll 
coordinated series of ‘revolts' a ll coming 
at one time, le ft Harlem in  the most hos
tile  and serious mood it  has been in since 
the early th irties . . . ”

These moves covered a broad range. 
Tenants on a rent strike organized by the 
Lower Harlem Tenants Council were 
picketing four dilapidated, rat-infested 
tenements. Their anger over outrageous 
housing violations had boiled over when 
a Negro child died from  ra t bites. The 
pickets carried signs reading: “ Act L ike  
Landlords. They Do Nothing. We Pay 
Nothing.”  “ Rats! M y Baby Is Too P re tty  
To Die.”

The NAACP itse lf was leading a boy
cott of stores which refused to buy from  
Negro liquor salesmen. In  two Weeks its 
campaign had broken down the anti-Negro

business policies of 18 liquor dealers.
Other Negroes were threatening to 

boycott the F ifth  Avenue bus lines, which 
run through Harlem, i f  better service was 
not provided.

On the school front, protesting parents 
vowed that they would not let the ir ch il
dren re turn  to “ in fe rio r schools”  next 
September.

In  view of a ll this discontent, Repre
sentative Adam C layton Powell and other 
Negro politicians announced pressure 
moves against Tammany leader DeSapio’s 
Democratic machine in  Harlem,

Such spontaneous direct actions dem
onstrate that the impatience of thé Ne
groes at the slow rate of improvement in  
the ir situation is mounting, not only in  the 
South, but in  the North as well.

The 1958 report presented to the 
NAACP convention maintained that the 
advocates of segregation had lost ground 
on every fro n t last year. W hile these of
fic ia l leaders chirp in  downtown New 
Y ork that conditions are getting better 
and better, more and more people uptown 
in  Harlem are saying to themselves: “ I ’m 
sick and tired  of the way things are go
ing.”  And they are organizing, reports the 
Amsterdam News, to “ take action into 
the ir own hands.”

The Duck Smells High
New Y ork ’s Mayor Wagner and Rob

ert Moses, chairman of the c ity ’s Com
m ittee on Slum Clearance, are engaged 
in  a live ly  exchange about whether or not 
the scandal-ridden T itle  I  housing pro
gram is a “ dead duck.”  The debate was 
prompted by press revelations of whole
sale graft and corruption in  the program. 
Moses argues hotly  that newspaper ex
posure has k illed  the program; Wagner 
insists i t  w il l  survive.

 Those fam ilia r w ith  New York poli
tics would be inclined to assume that the 
program is dead i f  the authoritative and 
authoritarian Moses says i t  is. But T itle  I 
is such an unusually lucrative setup that 
the mayor may be rig h t in  assuming i t  
s t ill has a future. Since the exposures, a 
number of new builders have expressed 
interest in  the program. Possibly they 
d idn’t  know what they had been missing.

Leaving such conjecture aside, the 
ten-year record of T itle  I  certainly proves 
i t  should be buried fast. In  response to 
demands by the real-estate lobby, Con
gress wrote T itle  I  into the National 
Housing Act as the answer to the “ creep
ing socialism” of federal, low-cost housing 
projects. I t  was designed to demonstrate 
that slums could be elim inated more 
cheaply and effic iently through the estab
lished American Way of free enterprise.

T itle  I  enables a c ity  to buy up a slum 
area at a generous price, resell i t  to p ri
vate redevelopers fo r a small fraction qf 
the cost, w ith  the federal government 
footing two-thirds of the loss incurred and 
the c ity  putting up the balance. The bu ild 
ers are then supposed to raze the area 
and erect modern apartments fo r low- and 
middle-income families.

The current New York revelations in 
dicate what a double-barrelled swindle is 
involved in  T itle  I. For the combination of 
builders, financiers, gangsters and po litic 
ians who quick ly moved in  on it, the 
program has proved very rewarding. But 
despite the s tiff overhead fo r the taxpayer, 
T itle  I  has provided no re lie f fo r slum- 
dwellers.

The program has a standard pattern. 
A fte r the redevelopers acquire a slum dis
tr ic t fo r a song, they usually spend a few 
leisurely years “ relocating” th^ residents. 
Meanwhile they continue to collect rents 
as the site deteriorates even further.

The c ity  generously permits the re
developers to escape the usual m inim um  
requirements of repair, painting, mainten
ance, etc., since the buildings are coming 
down any way. F ina lly, the tenants are 
forced out of the area and usually jam 
med into another already overcrowded 
slum neighborhood. Practically none of 
them get in to the new buildings which 
invariab ly w ind up w ith  rentals of $50 a 
room and more.

Even in  terms of providing homes for 
upper-income groups, T itle  I  has been 
a dismal failure. In  a decade, 14 projects 
have been undertaken in  New York and 
27 more planned. When these 41 have 
been completed, which w il l  be a long 
time from  now, only 65,000 fam ilies w il l 
have been provided new homes.

Private industry has been given more 
than a fa ir  chance to demonstrate its 
capacities in  the field of slum clearance. 
The results show that profits and decent 
low-cost housing jus t don’t  m ix. A  wide 
federal public housing program is more 
urgently needed than ever.

The Soviet Fair
Thousands of American workers have 

streamed in to  the Soviet E xhib ition  of 
Achievements in  Science, Technology and 
Culture since i t  opened June 29 at New 
Y ork ’s Coliseum. They have come to see 
fo r themselves—rather than through the 
warped vision of capitalist propagandists 
—what the Soviet Union has accomplish
ed.

Of course, the Soviet exh ib it repre
sents a slanted selection by the other side. 
But many American viewers undoubtedly 
feel that after the twelve-year barrage of 
anti-Soviet propaganda they have been 
subjected to, they can stand being ex
posed to a few exaggerations in  favor of 
the USSR. And these workers trust the ir 
ab ility  to appraise the displays on the ir 
merits.

Moreover, a growing number of 
American working people are convinced 
tha t there is a solid core of tru th  to So
v ie t claims of economic achievements. 
Ever since the Soviet government launch
ed the firs t sputnik, these workers have 
radically revised the ir th ink ing  about the 
Soviet Union. They no longer consider i t  
a land hopelessly m ired in  barbarism 
through the “ fa ilu re ”  of “ communism.”

Sputnik opened the ir eyes to the 
dramatic advances scored in  the USSR in  
the field of technology and science. And 
when such workers came to the fa ir they 
were ready to be impressed by other evi
dences of the profound transformations 
that the 1917 Revolution and the planned 
economy had brought to Russia.

A t the same time, American workers

at the fa ir  ju s tly  criticized the omission 
from  exhibits of any statistics about 
wages, hours and prices in  the USSR— 
that is, about the workers’ liv ing  stand
ards.

A  regime in  the Soviet Union that 
genuinely reflected the needs of its w ork
ing people would certa in ly have included 
this in form ation in  a Soviet exhibition. I f  
wages were s t il l very low, i f  the Russian 
w orking people had s t ill to make huge 
sacrifices in  order to bu ild  heavy industry, 
i f  im peria list threats against the Soviet 
Union forced the country to devote a 
huge share of its productive energies to 
armaments — a ll this would have been 
candidly stated and explained.

The present regime can’t  state the 
facts honestly, however. For i f  i t  acknowl
edged that a m a jo rity  of workers suffer 
shortages of certain necessities and of 
most bare comforts—and that is the true 
situation in  the Soviet Union—how ex
plain the limousines, caviar and fineries 
on display at the fair?- Who enjoys these?

The answer many American workers 
at the exh ib it gave to this question was: 
the bureaucrats.

We agree w ith  that answer. The So
vie t Union is indeed saddled w ith  a p r iv il
eged caste of bureaucrats that devours an 
inordinate share of the national income 
and that protects its comforts and luxuries 
by means of a to ta lita rian  regime.

To remove this parasitic growth on the 
viable economic system is the number one 
problem confronting the Soviet working 
people in  the ir struggle to bu ild  socialism.

"So what if you can't give orders since you retired. Think of all 
the orders you’ve been taking for government contracts!"

U.S. Sends Shah $1 Billion 
But Can He Avert Revolution?

Six years ago, Ihe U.S. and 
British governments helped the 
Shah of Iran stage a coup estab-. 
lishing "strong-man" rule in the 
country and halting its develop
ment toward national liberation.

The Shah’s governm ent then 
suppressed the Tudeh pa rty  em
bracing large sections o f the 
workers and peasants and Mos
sadegh’s N ationa lis t Party . I t  
carried through a blood purge 
among governm ent employes 
and in  the arm y. The U.S. gov
ernm ent pumped in  economic 
and m ilita ry  aid money ( it  has 
spent nearly $1 b illio n  in  Iran 
since the end of W orld  W ar II )  
w h ile  B ritish  and Am erican 
corporations pumped out the 
coun try ’s oil.

Despite th is the U.S. position 
in Iran  is precarious. The $1 
b illio n  the U.S. government 
expended in  Iran  is described 
as a “ gamble”  by the J u ly  9 
W all Street Journal. For popu
la r discontent is ris ing against 
the Shah’s d ic ta to ria l regime. A  
revo lu tiona ry  explosion s im ila r 
to the one tha t toppled Western 
stooges in Iraq  last summer may 
be in the making.

"There's considerable discon
tent in Iran," says, the W all 
Street Journal. "The broadening 
middle class chafes because it 
has no voice in political affairs. 
Businessmen grumble about al
leged corruption and inefficiency 
in government. Everyone com
plains about inflation's pinch. 
Debts are piling up rapidly and 
foreign exchange reserves are 
dwindling. An antiquated, some
times racket-ridden food distri
bution system creates shortages 
in the one Mideast country that 
easily can feed itself."

POOR BET

The Journa l quotes the obser
vation of a Western d ip lom at 
in  Iran : “ Despite the excesses 
o f the Mossadegh period and the 
Shah’s b r ie f abdication then, 
th is  country hasn’t  had its 
na tiona lis t revo lu tion . Maybe i t  
won’t, bu t judg ing  from  w hat is 
happening a ll over the w orld , 
I ’d hate to bet much on tha t.”  
(The Am erican taxpayers have 
already bet $1 b illio n  on that.)

The reference to the Mossa-- 
degh period is to the years 1951 
to 1953 when P rem ier Mossa
degh headed a na tiona lis t, cabi
net supported by the Tudeh

P arty, the Com m unist P a rty  in 
Iran.

The high po in t o f resistance 
to im peria lism  at tha t tim e was 
Mossadegh’s nationa lization of 
the oil, industry , most of w hich 
at tha t tim e was B ritish  6wned. 
The U.S. and B ritis h  govern
ments then teamed up to b lock
ade Iran ian  o il exports and 
fin a lly  instigated the Shah’s 
coup.

O il wells and refineries were 
then turned over to a new cor
poration w ith  equal Am erican 
and B ritish  ownership. Under 
the agreement w ith  the Shah, 
the company pays 50% o f its 
profits to the Iran ian  govern
m ent iri the fo rm  of royalties.

These royalties are supposed
ly  used by the governm ent fo r 
“ economic development.”  But, 
as in  the case o f Ira q  under 
K in g  Faisal, l i t t le  of th is money 
reaches the w o rk ing  people.

Says the Journa l: “ In  Tehe
ran’s n igh t clubs, the sometimes 
s ta rtlin g ly  beau tifu l daughters 
of Ira n ’s big landow ning fam ilies 
chatte r ga ily  in  French and 
English w h ile  dancing in Paris 
gowns. Numerous Cadillacs n a v i
gate the streets and Teheran’s 
a irpo rt has a constant flow  of 
travelers to I and from  Rome, 
Paris and London.

"A t the other end of the scale 
is Baluchistan on the steaming 
hot Gulf of Oman, where grubs 
and grasshoppers make up an 
important part of the natives' 
diet."

Despite the o il roya lties and 
U.S. handouts,. Ira n ’s foreign 
debts are ris ing  steadily. Ira n 
ian governm ent o ffic ia ls ang rily  
tu rn  down any suggestions by 
U.S. advisers tha t i t  tigh ten  up 
tax  collections. One European 
economist calls Ira n ’s fiscal 
troubles “ a case of incredib le 
debt mismanagement.”

In fla tion  robs the population. 
In  la te 1958 and early 1959 
prices rose 15%.

The Journa l quotes one busi
nessman —  a m erchant o f P er
sian carpets —  as fo llow s: “ I  
don’t  know  w ha t w il l  happen 
unless the governm ent stops a ll 
these price increases. The only 
people who are doing w e ll are 
the food sellers and p roperty  
owners. . . .  I  am ashamed to 
te ll you, b u t th is  year I  cannot 
afford to buy a new summer 
suit, lik e  I  a lways have before. 
Y e t I  make three times as

much as I  d id  tw o years ago.”
Iran  is a member o f the U.S.- 

sponsored Baghdad Pact d irec t
ed sim ultaneously against the 
Soviet U nion and the na tiona list 
revo lu tion  in  the Mideast. Iraq, 
once the keystone o f the pact 
has jo ined the an ti-im pe ria lis t 
revo lu tion .

As a resu lt Baghdad is now 
m issing from  the “ Baghdad”  
Pact. W ill Iran  go next? That 
is the question deeply troub ling  
the big business po licy makers 
in  th is  country.

Automated 
Tax Sleuth

The In te rna l Revenue D epart
m ent is w o rk in g  on plans fo r an 
electronic processing system tha t 
w ou ld  ca rry  on m agnetic tape 
“ a master file of every taxpayer 
from  the tim e he firs t comes on 
the ro lls  u n til the day he dies.”  
The departm ent hasn’t  m a in ta in 
ed a centra l file  so fa r because 
i t ’s too expensive. The proposed 
e lectronic system w ou ld  auto
m a tica lly  spot a ll taxpayers who 
fa il to file  returns.

The American 
W ay of Life

Exploring Darkest America

Ever since Hendrik Hudson dropped anchor in  the 
rive r that bears his name, Hollanders have been coming 
over to see what America is like. The latest exploit of 
th is  k ind  was undertaken last*- 
A p r il by n ine D utch couples.

was 
•nine

They set out on a three1month 
tra ile r  sa fari through -Darkest 
Am erica which took them from  
New Y o rk  to San Francisco and 
Vancouver and back again.

Just before th is  D utch dele
gation w ent home, they were 
in te rv iew ed by a N.Y. Times re
porter. He appeared somewhat 
startled by th e ir views on the 
Am erican w ay o f life .

Had the U nited States lived  
up to th e ir  preconceptions? he 
asked.

“ I t  was a great misconcep
tion ,”  rep lied M r. Schullenberg, 
the uno ffic ia l spokesman fo r 
the caravaneers. “ We had seen 
Am erica too glam orized by 
H o llyw ood  film s. I t  is not lik e  
t h a t .  Furtherm ore, in  our 
schools We are taugh t th a t i t  is 
a land of gold, o f opportun ity . 
We find  i t  is d ir ty . The cities 
look messy.”

M r . Schullenberg did no t lik e  
the slum  approaches to our 
cities. N or d id  he like , a lthough 
he said he w ou ld  ra the r not 
discuss it, conditions of life  in 
the D e e p  S o u t h ,  especially 
among the Negroes. “ O f course, 
I  realize i t  is a hard problem ,”  
he added.

M rs. S c h u l l e n b e r g ,  top, 
thought tha t th is  country was 
ne ither as beau tifu l nor as clean 
as they had expected. B u t they 
both rated the Grand Canyon 
and Yellowstone P ark tops in  
beauty.

The w orks o f man here are 
not so impressive as the w orks 
o f nature, they believed. They 
were c ritica l o f Am erican h igh 
ways. “ Soft shoulders . . .  no 
b icycle paths, even no bicycles 
. . . no w a lk in g  paths . . . ”  
A nd to sum i t  up: “ People don’t 
w a lk .”

W h ile  the road system is good 
fo r ge tting  places, they resented 
thè to lls. H o lland  has no to ll 
ròads. The trave lers had to pay 
about $6 in  to lls  to get from  
New Y o rk  to W ashington.

W hat about Am erican foods? 
They d idn ’t care ve ry  much fo r 
them. They objected to the m ix 
tures o f sweets w ith  meats, pa r
ticu la rly . Je lly  w ith  bacon and 
eggs was v ir tu a lly  unho ly. So 
was cranberry sauce w ith  tu r-

key. (This blasphemous opin ion 
o f our hallow ed Thanksgiv ing 
dish is almost subversive!)

Ho\vever, they enjoyed A m e r
ican m ixed drinks, M anhattan 
cocktails and ru m  drinks, b u t 
missed D utch gin. A lthough  our 
beer was “ ve ry  lig h t,”  they 
considered i t  good— but expen
sive.

W hat w ou ld  the touris ts  te ll 
th e ir friends about conditions 
here when they got back? “ We 
w il l  te ll our friends th a t they 
must go to the U n ited  States 
and see fo r themselves,”  an
swered M r. Schullenberg.

Le t them come, say we. P ro 
vided they can get a visa and 
stahd the expense.

—  A le x  Harte

Unfashionable 
Fashion Show

There was quite an uproar at 
a fashion editors preview of the 
fashion show that is being sent 
to the American national ex
hibit in  Moscow. Forty-one edi
tors. mainly from the South and 
Southwest, signed a petition say
ing it was not "representative of 
the American Way of Life."

The protest centered p rim a r
i ly  around one scene o f a Negro 
bride and groom w ith  w h ite  a t
tendants, and another scene of 
a w h ite  b ride  and groom  w ith  
Negro attendants.

The editors pointed to some 
hard facts. One fro m  Tulsa ex
plained tha t in  Oklahoma, “ the 
Negro knows his place ju s t as 
w e ll as the w h ite  man and ne i
the r w ou ld  th in k  o f crossing the 
tracks.”  O ther editors gave sim 
i la r  testim ony; and the produc
ers e lim inated the  m ixed  wed
d ing scenes because the show 
was “ too long.”

(The o rig ina l presentation w on 
the endorsement o f an Omaha 
fashion ed ito r w ho m ay soon be 
a p o litica l ed itor. “ A  tremendous 
piece o f propaganda,”  she en
thused. “ A nd  not too sub tly  
stated fo r Russian consumption 
. . . the  best answer w e could 
give to Russian propaganda.”

Headlines in Other Lands

‘Stop Making H-Bombs Here’ 
Says Britain’s Biggest Union

Brita in 's biggest union, the Transport and General 
Workers Union w ith  one m illion  members, adopted a 
policy Ju ly  9 calling in  effect for the country's unilateral 
nuclear disarmament. ♦

The TG W U  convention urged 
the B ritish  governm ent to sus
pend production of nuclear wea
pons, to pledge tha t B rita in  
w ould not use the hydrogen- 
bomb firs t o r p e rm it i t  to  be 
used firs t from  its te rr ito ry , and 
to ban the use of B rita in  as a 
base fo r  N ATO  patrols by a ir
c ra ft ca rry ing  atom ic weapons. 
The program , sponsored by the 
un ion ’s general secretary, F rank 
Cousins, was adopted by a ll but 
about 50 of the 760 delegates.

The TG W U  is the second ma
jo r  B ritish  un ion to adopt th is 
program. E a rlie r th is  year the 
General and M un ic ipa l W orkers 
U nion adopted a s im ila r stand 
in favo r of un ila te ra l nuclear 
disarmament.

A bout three weeks ago, how 
ever, the B ritis h  Labor P a rty ’s 
national executive board and 
the Trades U nion Congress 
jo in t ly  adopted a resolution 
pledging support to B ritish  
com m itm ents to NATO. On the 
question o f production of nu
clear weapons, the Labor P a rty

and trade union tops rejected 
un ila te ra l action by B rita in . In 
stead they called fo r fo rm ation  
o f a “ non-nuclear c lub ”  o f na
tions w h ich  B rita in  w ould  jo in  
i f  o ther countries renounced 
nuclear armament.

Cousins scored this proposal 
at the TG W U  parley, stating 
that "it does not take us any 
way along the road to peace."

The r ig h t-w in g  bureaucrats, 
however, are determ ined th a t 
the Labor P a rty  should no t lend 
even verba l support to  a social
ist a n ti-w a r policy. Hugh G ait- 
skell, leader of the Labor P a rty  
in Parliam ent, (he w ou ld  be
come prim e m in is te r i f  Labor 
won the election nex t fa ll) , de- 
n6unced the TG W U  program  as 
“ dangerous to the peace o f the 
w o rld ”  because i t  w ou ld  result 
in  B rita in  having to leave the 
N ATO  alliance.

He also declared in  a J u ly  13 
speech tha t no pa rty  conference 
could b ind a fu tu re  Labor gov
ernm ent to any program  on the 
nuclear-weapons issue.

Rich Get Richer,
Poor Get Poorer

The rich  in d u s tria l countries 
are getting riche r and the  un 
derdeveloped, raw -m ate ria l p ro 
ducing countries are ge tting  
poorer o r at best ho ld ing  th e ir 
own. Such are the  conclusions 
emphasized in  a recent U nited 
Nations report. The gap between 
the tw o  types o f countries is 
w idening.

Since 1953 the prices o f goods 
exported by industria lized  na
tions have risen by  4%, w h ile  
the prices o f raw  m ateria ls ex 
ported by the  underdeveloped 
countries have dropped by  7%.

French Arrest 
Madagascan Leader

A  prom inen t Madagascar na- 
tional-independence leader, D r. 
Joseph Raseta, was arrested by 
the French governm ent on his 
way to his homeland. French 
authorities had o r ig in a lly  per
m itted  h im  to re tu rn , b u t a r
rested h im  at D jib o u ti and flew  
h im  back to France.

Madagascar has recently  been 
designated an “ autonomous re 
pub lic ”  (called the  Malgache Re
public) under the “ French Com
m u n ity ”  — President de G aulle ’s 
name fo r  the French empire.

D r. Raseta represented M ada
gascar w ith  tw o  others in  the 
French N ationa l Assembly r ig h t 
a fte r W orld  W ar I I .  The three 
were arrested a fte r the 1947 re 
be llion  in  the island o ff the coast 
o f A frica , and sentenced to death 
fo r  “ com p lic ity .”  They were la 
te r amnestied on condition tha t 
they liv e  in  France.

W hen F r e n c h  im peria lism  
crushed the  1947 nationa l-inde- 
pendence re vo lu tion  o f the 
Madagascar people, 80,000 M ada
gascans were massacred.

Dock W orkers  
In Italy Back
Striking Seamen

Ita lia n  dock w orkers are com
ing  ou t on s tr ike  in  support of 
seamen, whose w a lko u t has tied  
up Ita lia n  shipping a ll over the 
w o rld  fo r m ore than  a month. 
Some dock w orkers in  Genoa 
have already h it  the bricks, and

more dock w orkers were expect
ed to call a five-day s tr ike  J u ly  
10.

Two Ita lia n  passenger ships —  
the G iu lio  Cesare and the  V u l- 
cania —  are strike-bound in  the 
U.S. B oth  are docked in  H o
boken, N.J. The N ationa l M a r i
tim e  U nion in  th is  coun try  has 
protested the U.S. Im m ig ra tion  
and N a tu ra liza tion  Service’s re 
vok ing  land ing  perm its to s tr ik 
in g  Ita lia n  seamen here. The 
N M U  charges th a t th is  act con
stitu tes in terference w ith  a le 
g itim a te  strike .

Guinea President 
Critical of U.S.

President Sekou Toure of 
Guinea again c ritic ized  U.S. p o l
icy  t o w a r d  A fr ic a  recently. 
W h ile  he welcom ed President 
E isenhower’s in v ita tio n  to v is it 
the U.S. in  October and a recent 
U.S. rice  shipment, Toure  said 
these moves were no t enough to 
p e rm it the  conclusion tha t 
“ Am erican po licy  tow ard  A frica  
had changed.”

“ We judge our re la tions w ith  
other countries on the  basis o f 
th e ir a ttitude  and p o lit ica l con
cepts tow ard  A fr ica  as a whole, 
tow ard  colonialism , the r ig h t o f 
se lf-de term ination  and develop
ment.

“ There can be no m idd le  way, 
no compromise po licy  between 
colonia l in te rest and A frican , 
w hich are contrad ic to ry  by na
tu re  and by de fin ition .”

A fr ica  is m oving  “ qu ite  na
tu ra lly  t o w a r d  independence 
and u n ity ,”  said M r. Toure.

Rebuild German 
A ir Force

The German a ir force is being 
ra p id ly  re b u ilt. Today the  West 
German governm ent has 350 je t 
planes and plans to have 1,000 
at 20 bases by 1963 or 1964.

As members o f the N ATO  a l
liance, the West German gov 
ernm ent, fu rtherm ore , is a llow  
ed to bu ild  U n ited  States H aw k 
missiles.

German rearm am ent has been 
pushed by the State D epart
m ent in  con junction w ith  the 
German b ig  businessmen who 
contro l the Adenauer regime.

The W est German w o rk ing

class, however, has repeatedly 
staged mass demonstrations in  
the past fo u r years against re 
arm ing th e ir country and against 
equipping i t  w ith  nuclear weap
ons, w h ich  is next ih  the  plans 
of the U.S. governm ent.

British Exile 
6 African Leaders

S ix A frica n  leaders w ere de
ported by Uganda’s B ritish  gov
ernor to a rem ote area o f the 
“ protectorate.”  The six, w ho are 
members o f the Uganda N ational 
Movement, were accused o f “ fo 
m enting vio lence”  in  connection 
w ith  an A frica n  boycott.

The six men are E. M . M u lira , 
I. K . Musazi, E. R. M awagi, A . 
K : Busungu, J. Y . Se kabanja 
and P. F. M uwunga.

B y e x ilin g  the  six, B r it is h  o f
fic ia ls hoped to behead the 
Uganda N ational Movement. B u t 
they now  adm it, according to 
M ilto n  B racker w r it in g  in  the 
Ju ly  8 New Y o rk  Times, th a t a 
second team of leaders has 
sprung up th a t m igh t use the 
governor’s order as a basis fo r  
mass protest.

Uganda is in  the northeastern 
pa rt o f A frica , ad jo in ing  Kenya.

Arm y Head 
Gets Key Position 
In Indonesian Govt.

Lieutenant-G enera l A b d u l  
H aris  Nasution was g iven a key 
ro le in  Indonesia President S uk
arno’s new cabinet. N asution 
w il l  be Security  and Defense 
M in is te r. As head o f Indonesia’s 
armed forces, he a lready enjoys 
sweeping powers g iven h im  by 
emergency regulations d u ring  
the past tw o years. A no ther 
arm y officer, Col. Suprajogi, w i l l  
be M in is te r o f P roduction in  the 
new governm ent.

Tw o weeks ago, P resident 
Sukarno, reported ly  acting u n 
der the pressure o f the m ilita ry , 
assumed v ir tu a lly  d ic ta to ria l 
powers. Sukarno’s N a tiona lis t 
P a rty  and the Com m unist P a rty  
also supported the  move. The 
CP, however, is n o t represented 
in  the  new  governm ent.

In  inducting  h is new cabinet, 
J u ly  10, Sukarno said i t  w ou ld  
continue in  office fo r five years.



If You Think  
Tennessee Is Bad 
Try the Deep South
Editor:

A l l  o f the le tte rs you p r in t 
fro m  you r readers seem to con
ta in  no th ing  bu t complaints. In  
fac t you should name the col
um n “ Com plaints o f Readers.”

In  the Monday, J u ly  6, ed ition  
you have another such le tte r 
signed “ A  Reader, Tennessee.”  
This le tte r was ju s t lik e  the rest. 
He complained about the w o rk  
situation, the Dem ocratic con
tro l and the N AAC P.

I  don’t  know  w ha t tow n he 
lives in  b u t Tennessee is no t in  
as bad a shape as he implies. I t ’s 
tru e  tha t Tennessee is no utopia 
bu t i t  is no t like  the rest o f the 
Southern states.

Th is reader m ust be a chronic 
complainer. I f  he finds Tennes
see in  need o f im provem ent he 
should go fu r th e r South. He 
w ou ld  find  more to com plain 
about. I f  a ll your com pla in ing 
readers w ou ld  spend a l it t le  
m ore tim e doing something 
about the s itua tion  instead of 
so much com pla in ing th ings 
m ig h t get better.

He also wants Robert W illiam s 
to come to Tennessee. I  don’t  
believe R obert W illiam s could 
help Tennessee at a ll. I  am sure 
th is  v ie w  is shared by most o f 
the people in  Tennessee.

M . M . G.
Tennessee

Union Democracy 
A nd Negro Struggle
Editor:

Enclosed is a $5 donation to 
he lp  ou t in  any w ay w ith  your 
economic problems.

I  see where Rep. Pow ell from  
N ew  Y o rk  is advising his fe llow  
Negroes to " r epudiate”  Senator 
Kennedy since he has received 
support fro m  Democrats in  A la 
bama.

H ow  come P ow ell d idn ’t have 
the courage or fo resight to  “ re 
pud ia te”  the labor fakers when 
they aligned themselves w ith  the 
D ix iecra ts in  defeating the “ B il l  
o f R ights”  tha t was added to the 
Kennedy Labor Reform  B ill?

We know  th a t any real re 
forms in  the labor movem ent 
have to come from  below and 
no t th rough governm ent in te r
vention. B u t th is  B il l  o f R ights 
m igh t have opened some doors 
fo r  the Negroes in  the unions, 
even i f  tha t wasn’t  w ha t i t  was 
intended fo r. No comment from  
Pow ell th a t tim e. I t  seems to 
me tha t leaders lik e  P ow e ll have 
a “ pork chop”  m e n ta lity  and 
on ly th in k  about themselves and 
not the rank  and file.

M r. Cannon’s a rtic le  in  the 
spring In te rna tiona l Socialist 
Review  on “ The Russian R evolu
tio n  and the A m erican Negro 
M ovem ent”  was excellent. More 
artic les l ik e  th a t and more ex
posure o f the “ po rk  chop”  m en
ta lity  o f the present leaders and 
maybe the Negro m ovem ent w il l  
get r id  of the po licy  o f “ grad
ualism .”

I  w ou ld  lik e  to hear other 
views on this.

J. J. B.
Ohio

Labor Statesman 
In a W orthy Cause
Editor:

I  am a deck hand and a m em 
ber o f the N a tiona l M a ritim e  
Union. Last week w hen I  got in  
po rt I  caught up on m y m a il in 
c lud ing  our paper, the P ilo t. One 
o f the firs t th ings I  read is the 
Voice of the Membership.

F irs t I  read a le tte r in  the M ay 
21 issue where the w r ite r  te lls  
a long story about how he got 
in to  a conversation w ith  a p ilo t 
on a plane and somehow the 
question “ popped up”  of how 
much our president, Joe Curran, 
gets a year.

The bro ther said he was so 
embarrassed th a t Joe on ly  gets 
19 grand tha t he made believe he 
d id n ’t  know. Then his le tte r 
pointed ou t how  M orris  Weis- 
berger of the Sailors U nion of 
the Pacific gets $34,000 a year 
and is due fo r  a $17,000 raise. 
The bro ther also knew  th a t Paul 
H a ll o f the Seafarers In te rn a 
tio n a l U nion gets $33,000 a year 
and he knew  exactly  how much 
sm aller these unions are in  dues- 
paying members.

He though t C urran ’s pay was

shameful and he demanded his 
le tte r be p rin ted  in  the P ilo t.

In  the next issue there were 
fo u r le tters, a ll saying how 
shocked they were to learn tha t 
C urran gets so l it t le  money. In  
the issue a fte r tha t there was a 
long le tte r saying how  C urran 
should get at least $51,000 a year. 
Last week there were three more 
letters, a ll the same —  more 
money fo r  ou r beloved leader.

A fte r  reading these le tters I 
tu rned to the back page and 
found a series o f propositions 
and constitu tiona l amendments 
being proposed by the N ational 
Council. Guess w ha t Proposition 
I  is? “ That the President o f the 
N ational M aritim e  U nion be paid 
$25,000 net a year.”  I suppose the 
“ ne t”  means a fte r income taxes 
are paid. There’s a labor states
man.

John Tar 
New York

Favors Building 
A  Third Party
Editor:

A fte r  studying  the fo rum  de
bate you published on “ Should 
Progressives W ork in  the Dem
ocratic P arty?”  I  am more than 
ever convinced tha t we should 
have a th ird  pa rty  beginning no 
la te r than 1960.

W hy was the Progressive 
P a rty  abandoned so soon a fte r 
i t  was started? I  have nev^j- 
qu ite  fo rg iven  those responsible 
fo r  g iv ing  up in  th e ir  firs t a t
tem pt. There always appeared 
to me something pecu lia r about 
the w ay i t  was handled and 
then dropped altogether.

I th in k  we should begin to 
educate in the local unions first. 
When we can show the w o rk 
ing man our honest intentions, 
and i f  we are honest in  our 
convictions, he w il l  see i t  much 
qu icker than you may realize.

I  w ro te  Senator H um phrey a 
long tim e ago tha t we should 
have a libe ra l pa rty  and he said 
no we d id  not need it. Since 
then I  have found tha t he had 
aspirations of becoming presi
dent o f the U nited States of 
Am erica. Thus I  am not sur
prised tha t he d id  not w an t to 
s ta rt another party .

L.H.P.
Salisbury, Md.

STEEL BARONS P LA N  EXPA N SIO N  —
The steel companies, w h ich  insist they can’t 
afford a pay h ike, are going ahead w ith  ex
pensive expansion projects. A  June 15 New 
Y o rk  W orld-Telegram  survey finds tha t plans 
are in  the hopper fo r new plants, equipm ent 
and technological im provem ents th a t w i l l  boost 
steel ou tpu t by five m illio n  tons a year, b rin g 
ing  the to ta l ingot capacity to over 150 m illio n  
tons.

* * *
COOL COWS— Holsteins supply 35% less 

m ilk  at 95 degrees Fahrenheit than at 75, U n i
ve rs ity  o f M issouri tests show. I f  farm ers can’t 
afford a ir-cond ition ing  fo r  th e ir cows, electric 
fans w i l l  he lp raise m ilk  ou tput, say the da iry  
scientists. W orkers suffering fro m  the heat in  
p lants and factories m igh t do w e ll to  study 
how  A m erica ’s cows are w inn ing  a ir-cond i
tio n in g  in  th e ir  barns.

• * •
CREATED EQ U AL— Celebrating the hun 

dred and e ig h ty -th ird  anniversary of the Dec
la ra tion  of Independence w h ich  proclaim ed 
th a t “ a ll men are created equal,”  D r. Chiao- 
M in n   Hsieh, C atholic U n ive rs ity  professor, set
ou t from  W ashington, D.C., w ith  his w ife  and
daughter, to sw im  and p icn ic  on the M aryland 
shore of Chesapeake Bay. They were turned 
away from  tw o beaches by guards w ho handed 
them  cards w hich read: “ Guests and members 
are lim ite d  to members of the w h ite  race 
on ly .”  D r. Hsieh’s fa m ily  was accompanied by 
a fr iend , Foreign Service O fficer M a rtin  Glass- 
ner, and his w ife  and daughters. Mrs. Glassner 
is a German refugee who h id  fro m  the Nazis 
in  Poland fo r tw o  years because she is a Jew .  
On the long d rive  back to the na tion ’s capito l 
a fte r the incident, she was cry ing , Glassner 
said, because “ she w ent th rough th is  sort o f 
th in g  in Europe.”  An Am erican w it  w ro te  long 
ago: “ Men are created free and equal— bu t
d iffe r g rea tly  in  the sequel.”

*  *  *

SACRIFICES L IF E —A Negro fisherman, 
Eugene Reed, 28, of St. Louis, Mo., was d row n 
ed Ju ly  9 when he responded to calls fo r  help 
fro m  tw o w h ite  boys being swept downstream 
on a log. He dove in to  the s w irlin g  waters of 
the Mississippi R iver and was swept under by
the  current. The boys were saved.

* * *
R IG H T  TO RESIST—A  p riva te  citizen has 

the r ig h t to resist u n la w fu l arrest in h is own 
home, N.Y. State Appeals C ourt justices 
unanim ously ru led. The cou rt’s decision was 
g iven in  the case o f Eddie Massey, a 25-year- 
old Negro A ir  Force veteran, whose house was 
invaded on Aug. 12, 1957 by tw o Queens de
tectives. The cops beat Massey a fte r question
ing  h im  about a com pla in t th a t someone had 
th ro w n  a stone through a ne ighbor’s w indow : 
He was subsequently convicted fo r assaulting 
a police officer. Last January N.Y. Police Com
m issioner Kennedy rewarded one o f the tw o 
detectives who com m itted th is  act of b ru ta lity  
by re insta ting  h im  to his ra n k  and g iv ing  h im
a choice assignment._ * * *

M E X IC A N  FARM  WORKERS— Last week 
the M exican governm ent suddenly stopped the 
contracting o f im ported fa rm  hands in L u b 
bock, in  the heart of the big West Texas cot
ton grow ing area. The action resulted fro m  an 
inc iden t o f race d iscrim ination  in  a beauty 
salon, says the M exican consul. The P lains Cot
ton  growers are incensed against the ru le  p u t 
in to  effect by the U.S. Labor D ept. last year 
th a t at least 90% of the “ braceros”  m ust earn 
a m in im um  wage o f 50 cents an hour. They 
cla im  th is  tends to push up the wage leve l too 
m uch!

IL L E G A L  W IRETAPS —  The practice of 
illega l w ire tapp ing  is widespread and even the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt’s phones were tapped on 
at least one occasion, a Pennsylvania B ar As
sociation investigator, Sam Dash, to ld  the 
Senate C onstitu tiona l R ights subcommittee. Po
lice  and p riva te  detectives used u n la w fu l w ire 
taps in  a ll the m a jo r cities he surveyed from  
New Y o rk  to C a lifo rn ia . He estimated tha t 
New Y o rk  C ity  plainclothesm en made 13,000 
to 21,000 w iretaps a year w ith o u t the required 
court orders.

*  *  *

NEW  C ATECH ISM  —  Catholic C ardinal
Cushing and stool pigeon Louis Budenz are
co llaborating on a “ catechism -like”  pam phlet
“ exposing the in tr in s ic  e v il o f communism.”

»  *  *

STR O N TIU M  90— Radioactive s tron tium  in 
New Y o rk  C ity  m ilk  and in  the bones o f its  
young ch ild ren  jum ped an average o f tw o -th irds  
between 1957 and 1958, reports the A tom ic  En
ergy Commission. The AEC blamed the fa llo u t 
fro m  Soviet nuclear bomb tests fo r  most of 
th is  increase.

* * *
PAC IFISTS JA ILE D  — A  federal judge 

gave three pacifists s ix-m onth  sentences fo r 
“ trespassing”  when they protested the bu ild ing  
of an A tlas-m issile  base in  Nebraska. One of 
the three im prisoned demonstrators is K a r l H. 
Meyer, 22-year-old son o f Democratic Con
gressman M eyer of Verm ont. Rep. M eyer, a 
mem ber of the House Foreign A ffa irs  Com
m ittee, said he sympathized w ith  his son’s de
sire to w o rk  fo r w o rld  peace bu t disagreed w ith  
his method of opposing the governm ent’s nu
clear m issile policies. “ Personally, I  p re fe r to 
fo llo w  the legal and leg is la tive channels in  
a ttem pting to influence national and w o rld  
opinion. M y son seems to p re fe r the d irect 
method,”  he said.

* * *
D E K U L A K IZE D  — When Soviet F irs t

D eputy P rem ier Kozlov v is ited an Ill in o is  corn-
grow ing expert, James F. Holderm an, on his
U.S. tour, he observed: “ He is no t a ku lak
bu t a ha rd -w ork ing  fa rm er.”  Holderm an owns
about 900 acres and has an estimated capita l
investm ent o f $500,000 in his fa rm  70 miles
southwest of Chicago.. He runs his corn-hog
operation w ith  three to ,five  h ired  workers.

*  *  *

$64,000 QUESTIONED — D is tric t A tto rney  
Hogan to ld  a New Y ork  C ounty judge tha t 
the pub lica tion  of grand ju ry  findings w ould 
show tha t te levision quiz shows were rigged. 
These once-popular programs were “ constantly 
m isrepresented to m illions  o f citizens as honest 
tests o f the contestants’ knowledge and s k ill.”  

♦ / * *
H ELP IN G  THE POOR — Poverty-stricken 

Jose M igue l Belio and his w ife  Isabel were a r
rested in  Mexico C ity  fo r fishing pesos from  a 
church alms box. The couple used a stick dipped 
in ta r to snare the coins and b ills . “ I  am inno
cent,”  the prisoner declared. “ Isn ’t  money from  
the alms box given to the poor? W ell, we are
poor as he ll.”  ,

.  •  *
TOO SUCCESSFUL — W h e n  W Q A M  in 

M iam i announced i t  w ould  pay a penny a head 
fo r dead mosquitoes, i t  expected i t  w ould  get 
about 25,000. A fte r paying fo r a quarte r of a 
m illio n  bugs i t  w ith d re w  the offer.

m *  *  .
M A R TIA N  W ITH D R A W A L? —  Reports of 

fly in g  saucers fe ll o ff by more than 50 per cent 
the firs t s ix  m onths of th is year, the A ir  Force 
reports. One exp lanation is th a t the M artians 
have been seared away by nuclear fa llo u t. '
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Schnier Talks 
On “ Fallout”
At N.Y. Forum

NEW  YORK, July 13 —  It  
was sweltering weather last 
night but participants in the 
opening Starlight Forum of the 
United Independent - Socialist 
Committee enjoyed a cool breeze 
as they listened io two informa
tive talks. The forum was held 
on the roof-top terrace at the 
home of Dr. Annette T. Rubin
stein. t

W alte r Schnier, who has made 
significant contributions to the 
figh t against nuclear tests, spoke 
on “ Facts on F a llou t.”  W illia m  
A. Price, executive secretary of 
the UI-SC, reported on curren t 
moves to res tric t the federal 
law  requ iring  broadcasters to 
provide equal a ir tim e to candi
dates fo r pub lic  office. He also 
reported on a governm ental 
plan to provide members of the 
N ATO  m ilita ry  alliance w ith  
nuclear weapons.

M r. Schnier, news ed ito r of a 
medical journa l, gained national 
prom inence when he revealed in 
the A p r i l  25 N ation tha t the 
governm ent was s itting  on a re 
po rt tha t the am ount o f stron
tiu m  90 concentrated in  the 
bones of Am erican ch ild ren  had 
doubled in  the past tw o years 
as a resu lt o f nuclear tests. The 
AEC responded to his reve la
tion  by doubling the “ m axim um  
perm issible”  safety l im it  on 
s tron tium  exposure.

In  his ta lk  last n igh t, M r. 
Schnier stressed the need fo r 
opponents of nuclear weapons 
tests to be w e ll in form ed on the 
dangers o f fa llo u t so th a t they 
can effective ly convince others 
o f the need fo r action. The facts 
he presented are elaborated in 
an a rtic le  he w rote fo r the Ju ly  
9 Reporter magazine.

Price reported on his tes ti
mony in  behalf o f the U I-SC at 
tw o Congressional h e a r i n g s  
where he opposed any curb on 
the “ equal-tim e”  law . He also 
to ld  about his testim ony against 
the nuclear giveaway program.

He said th a t Independent- 
Socialist pa rtic ipa tion  in  last 
year’s gubernatoria l contest had 
added w e igh t to  his testim ony 
and underscored the need fo r 
continued independent socialist 
po lit ica l action.

Fu tu re  S ta rlig h t Forum s w il l  
be held on Aug. 9 and 16 w ith  
speakers to be announced short
ly . In fo rm a tion  on th is  and 
other U I-SC summer activ ities  
may be obtained from  the com
m ittee ’s office, 799 Broadway, 
New Y o rk  3, N.Y. Phone GR 5- 
9736.

Beats A ttem p ted  F ra m e  Up

Canadian Logger Ronald Laing (1) smiles at crowd of well 
wishers at railroad slop after he was acquitted on a murder 
charge brought against him as part of government moves to 
smash a Newfoundland strike of the International Woodwork
ers of America.

Laing was indicted after a member of the Newfoundland 
constabulary died from a blow on the head he received during 
an unprovoked assault on a loggers' picketline by members of 
the Royal Mounted Police and the local officers at Badger, 
Newfoundland, March 10.

... NAACP Meet
( Continued from  Page 1)

The case, which has been in 
the courts for four years, could 
be resolved with one word from  
Rockefeller, since he has the 
power to revoke Harriman's ex
tradition order. H o w e v e r ,  
Rockefeller has done nothing.

The “ workshops”  have begun 
consideration of some of the se
rious questions confron ting  the 
convention. The one on “ Equal 
Justice U nder the L a w ”  p ro 
vides an example o f how the 
convention is being conducted. 
I t  began w ith  speeches by Sen
ator Hugh Scott (R-Pa.) and 
O live r W. H i l l  o f Richmond, 
Va., a member of the N ational 
Legal C o m m i t t e e  o f the 
N AAC P.

W IL L IA M S  CASE

In the question period that 
followed these speeches, a dele
gate from New York, referring 
to a recent statement of a 
branch president who was sus
pended (he did not mention 
Robert Williams by name), ask
ed: "Would it be wrong to ad
vise a person to use force to 
defend himself?" The question 
was ruled out of order on the 
ground that policy was being 
decided by the Resolutions 
Committee.

Robert W illiam s attem pted to 
make a statement bu t was cut

o ff and called out of order be
cause on ly questions were a l
lowed. He fin a lly  asked: “ I
w ould like  to know  w hat I  have 
to do to get the N AA C P  to sup
port m y cases fo r school deseg
regation in  Monroe, N.C.”  The 
chairman rep lied  tha t nobody 
on the p la tfo rm  could answer 
tha t question.

In the p lenary workshop on 
“ Organized Labor a n d  the 
N AAC P,”  w h ich  dealt w ith  the 
crucial question of the u n ity  of 
the Negro movem ent and the  
trade unions, no tim e was a l
lowed fo r questions. Speakers at 
th is session were W alte r R euth
er. head of the U nited Autom o
b ile  W orkers, A . P h ilip  Ran
dolph, head of the Brotherhood 
of Sleeping Car Porters, and 
M orris  Iushew itz, Secretary of 
the C entra l Trades and Labor 
Council o f New Y ork.

The convention w il l  continue 
through Saturday when the 
Resolutions Com m ittee is slated 
to b ring  the results of its  de
libera tions on the W illiam s case 
before the delegates.

On Sunday a w ind -up  mass 
ra lly  is scheduled at the Polo 
Grounds. As m any as 55,000 
people are expected to attend. 
M ayor Wagner, Jackie R ob in
son, Roy W ilk in s  and P rem ier 
N nam di A z ik iw e  o f Eastern 
N igeria w i l l  be among the 
speakers.

Randolph and Reuther
A t NAACP Workshop

A. Philip Randolph, President, 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters, addressed the NAACP  
Convention at the plenary w ork
shop session dealing w ith Organ
ized Labor and the NAACP. 
Randolph explained that the 
country is in the midst of a 

vast C ivil Rights Revolution, 
the task and purpose of which 
are to complete the incompleted 
Civil War Revolution by sweep
ing into the ashcan of history the 
remnants, vetiges and survivals 
of the old slave order."

His speech dealt m a in ly  w ith  
d iscrim ina tion  s t i l l  practiced 
w ith in  the labor movement 
against N e g r o e s .  Randolph 
pointed out th a t the labor move
m ent is not “ the ch ie f v i l la in ”  in 
the im pos ition  o f second-class 
m em bership upon Negro w o rk 
ers.

“ B u t,”  he said, “ organized la 
bor, w h ich  is itse lf the v ic tim  of 
lim ita tions  upon its  freedom as 
shown by the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act, 
r ig h t- to -w o rk  laws and now the 
K ennedy-E rv in  B il l,  has no a l
te rna tive  save to cleanse its 
house o f a ll form s o f segrega
tio n  and d iscrim ina tion  against 
a w orker because o f race, color 
re lig ion , na tiona l o rig in  o r an
cestry.

"Verily, organized labor must 
project a massive revolution 
within its house to effect a tran
sition of the Negro worker from 
the status of second-class io first- 
class economic citizenship . .

Randolph outlined a nine- 
po in t program w hich  he believes 
w il l  b ring  about an end to dis
c rim ina to ry  practices in  the la 
bor movement. He stressed the 
fact tha t there arc 1 1/2 m illio n  
N e g r o e s  in  the trade-union 
movem ent t o d a y  who are 
“ awakening, both to th e ir  righ ts  
and th e ir pow er.”

* * *
Before this workshop began, 

a leaflet in the name of the Com
mittee to End Discrimination in 
North Tarrytown was distrib
uted by two of the delegates. 
They had been victimized and 
fired from the General Motors 
plant in Tarrytown with no sup

port from the union.
The leaflet read: “ Pres. Reu

ther we have no FEPC clause in  
our contract. No support fo r  Ne
groes who fig h t d iscrim ination  
in the plants. Over 200,000 N e
groes in  U A W  and no executive 
board member.”

One o f the d is tribu tors , who 
said he had been v ic tim ized  out 
o f his job  at the auto p la n t on 
the false ground th a t he had 
spat at a foreman, said: “ We are

try in g  to get to the a tten tion  of 
the pub lic  the fac t th a t Reuther 
does no t practice w ha t he says 
in  his speeches.”

Reuther sure made a m ilita n t- 
sounding speech at the conven
tion  tha t afternoon. B u t he never 
le ft the rea lm  of generalities 
about d iscrim ina tion  w ith in  the 
labor movem ent to answer the 
questions raised by these tw o 
rank  and file  auto w orkers who 
are asking fo r help.

. . . A Case of Lockjaw
(Continued from  Page 1)

mised”  on a decision to s im ply 
extend the existing law  fo r an
other tw o years.

Leg is la tion to prom ote the in 
dus tria l use o f atom ic energy 
was also promised. B u t con
gressional leaders have agreed 
to postpone any action u n til 
next year.

The most disgraceful part of 
the congressional record is on 
civil rights. Prior to the open
ing of the session the Northern 
liberals assured the world that 
they wquld use their increased 
strength to win amendment of 
Rule 22 to end filibusters. When 
the moment for action came, 
they folded like accordians.

Since then Johnson h im self 
has assumed charge o f “ steer- 
i n g ”  c iv il-r ig h ts  legislation 
through Congress. A  num ber of 
“ m ild ”  (m eaning ineffective) 
measures have been th ro w n  in 
the hopper.

In  the Senate, these b ills  have 
remained bottled up in the 
C onstitu tiona l Rights Subcom
mittee. Southern Democrats on 
the comm ittee have blocked ac
tion by s im p ly absenting them 
selves so tha t the quorum  nec
essary fo r action cannot be 
mustered. No one has acted to 
compel them to attend.

M eanw hile the House has ap
proved a b ill tha t poses a m ajor 
th rea t to both c iv il libe rties  and 
c iv il rights. The proposed law  
w ould  bolster “ states rig h ts ”  on 
tw o v ita l points. One provision 
w ou ld  bar the courts fro m  r u l

ing  tha t a federal law  preempts 
a state law  unless Congress 
specifically says so, o r unless 
there is a clear conflic t between 
the federal and state laws in 
volved.

A  second provision w ould re 
ins titu te  reactionary state “ se
d itio n ”  laws.

Roy Wilkins of the NAACP  
has pointed out that if  the bill 
passes, "The D ixie diehards 
would have a club over the col
ored citizens mor§ deadly than 
the Klan or lynch mob." He 
said the • anti-Negro b ill has 
been clothed "in an anti-com
munist garment to win enough 
votes."

I f  the N orthern  senators con
tinue going1 down the line  w ith  
Johnson the b il l  may w e ll be
come law.

B u tle r ce rta in ly  has a p rob 
lem  try in g  to cover up the 
Democratic congressional record. 
B u t the labor offic ia ldom  has a 
double problem. They not only 
have to exp la in  the record of 
the Democrats they helped to 
elect. They arc also going to 
have to expla in w hy they per
sist in  supporting these po litica l 
representatives o f big business.

New York Clubs 
Under Fire for 
Racist Policies

NEW YORK, Ju ly  15—Strong public pressure has put 
a dent in  the white-gentiles-only membership policy of the 
swank private sports clubs in this area. The West Side 
Tennis C lub o f Forest H ills  an-^-

M ODEL FOR WHOM?
Com m enting on the $2,700 

model k itchen the U.S. has set 
up in  Moscow to impress the 
Russians, the Chicago D a ily  
News w rites, “ A bout 22% of 
fam ilies in the U.S. couldn’t pay 
fo r the ‘k itchen of today’ i f  
they pu t th e ir w hole income 
fo r  a year in to  it . ”

nounced today tha t i t  w ould 
g ive “ courteous and prom pt a t
ten tion ”  to a membership ap
p lica tion  by D r. Ralph J. 
Bunche and his son. The club 
also said i t  was accepting the 
resignation o f its  president, W il
fred  Burg lund.

The Under Secretary o f the 
UN disclosed last week th a t he 
and his son had been barred 
from  membership in  the club 
because they  were Negroes. 
B urg lund, a pub lic  re lations 
man fo r the U nion Carbide 
Corp., had b lu n tly  to ld  Bunche 
tha t Negroes and Jews were ex
cluded fro m  membership. He 
said i t  was a p riva te  club 
where “ you can in v ite  whom 
you w ant to.”

The fac t tha t a w orld-fam ed 
figure lik e  D r. Bunche can fa ll 
v ic tim  to such b igo try  in  “ en
lightened”  New Y o rk  evoked 
w ide ind ignation  among whites 
as w e ll as Negroes. The U.S. 
Law n Tennis Association holds 
the Davis Cup match and other 
pub lic tournam ents a t the club 
and pays generous fees fo r the 
use o f its  courts.

The publicity around the 
club's treatment of the Bunches 
brought a swiftly spreading de
mand that the association slop 
holding matches at the club. 
This undoubtedly contributed 
substantially to the club's sud
den contention that it  accepts 
members "without regard to 
race, creed or color."

The p u b l i c  anger moved 
Democratic and Republican o f
ficials to d isp lay “ shock.”  I t  
seems tha t they ju s t never knew  
tha t J im  C row  and anti-S em it- 
ism existed outside the South 
u n til they i-ead the headlines 
about D r. Bunche.

“ We are most surprised and 
shocked th a t the W est Side 
Tennis C lub operates under 
these policies in  th is  day and 
age,”  p iously declared a spokes
man fo r  the c ity ’s Commission 
on In te rg roup  Relations.

"ME TOO"

Democratic Mayor Wagner 
was in his usual fighting form. 
He said: " It is certainly no 
credit to the tennis club to 
discriminate against anyone."

Rep. Holtzm an (D -N .Y .) put 
out a p u b lic ity  statem ent de
c la ring : “ I f  th is  happened in  the 
deep South i t  w ould be more 
understandable, a lthough s till 
tho rough ly  disgraceful. B u t in  
my own com m unity  of Forest 
H ills  i t  is no t even understand
able.”

H oltzm an and a ll the other 
“ astonished”  b ig  business p o li
tic ians m ig h t take a look at 
yesterday’s New Y o rk  Times 
w hich reported the fo llow ing :

"A spot check of private clubs 
sponsoring public sports events 
in the metropolitan area dis
closes that virtually all of them 
have membership policies simil
ar to those of the West Side 
Tennis Club which bars Jews 
and Negroes."

L ike  the West Side club, the 
others can po in t to  the fa c t tha t 
no specific regulations res tric t 
membership. B u t the survey 
showed th a t non9 o f the clubs 
had Negro members. A  few  said 
they had “ some”  Jew ish m em 
bers.

“ One club manager, w ho did 
not w ish to be identified ,”  the 
Times reported, “ said th a t the 
members in  his club whom  he 
identified  as ‘Jew ish ’ w e r e  
members of Jew ish fam ilies 
tha t had been converted to 
C h ris tian ity .”

One go lf c lub spokesman in 
sisted there were absolutely no 
restrictions on membership. A ll 
an applicant has to do, he ex
plained, is have h im se lf prp-

posed by a member, seconded 
by another member, subm it le t
ters o f recommendation and be 
approved by both the adm in is
tra tive  com m ittee and the board 
o f directors.

A  tennis club president also 
said there were no bars against 
Negroes and Jews. B u t the club 
is “ sm all and in tim a te ,”  he ex
plained, w ith  300 fa m ily  mem
berships. App licants are consid
ered on the basis o f w hether 
they w il l  be “ congenial”  w ith  
the “ in tim a te ”  300-fam ily group. 
So fa r no Negro or Jew  has 
been judged “ congenial.”

The president o f another ten
nis c lub said th a t his was an 
“ in v ita tio n a l”  c lub and added, 
“ That is a ll ,1 am going to say 
about it. You are not going to 
p u t our c lub in  a bad l ig h t.”

D r. Bunche expresed g ra tif i
cation today tha t the West Side 
club had retreated on the issue. 
In  a previous statement, he said 
the inc ident “ confirms . . . tha t 
no Negro Am erican can be free 
fro m  the d isab ilities of race in  
th is  coun try  u n til the low lies t 
Negro in  M ississippi is no long
er disadvantaged solely because 
o f race; in  short, u n til rac ia l 
p re jud ice has been everywhere 
e lim inated. I  am, in  fact, glad 
to have th is  unpleasant bu t nec
essary lesson made real in  th is  
w ay to m y son.”

Detroiters to 
Explore 1960 
Possibilities

D ETR O IT  —  A  m eeting has 
been called “ to explore the pos
s ib il ity  o f p u ttin g  on the M ich i
gan b a llo t in  1960 a un ited  
tic ke t w o rth y  o f support by ad
vocates o f peace, c iv il rights, 
c iv il liberties, economic security 
and socialism.”  I t  w i l l  be he ld  
F riday, J u ly  24, 8 p.m., at Eu
gene V. Debs H a ll, 3737 W ood
w ard, D etro it.

The ca ll fo r the m eeting was 
sent by the Socialist W orkers 
P a rty  to a ll the adu lt and youth  
radical and socialist groups in  
the state. Interested ind iv idua ls  
were also inv ited  to attend.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YO R K -N EW  JERSEY  
AREA

Socialist Sociables to en liven 
you r summer. Series of events 
sponsored by U n ited  Indepen
dent-Socia list Committee. Keep 
in  touch w ith  other indepen
dents and socialists. SAVE  
THESE DATES:

J u ly  26, 8 P.M. —  S ta rlig h t 
Forum.

Aug. 1, 12 noon to 6 P.M. — 
Picnic, Annette  T. R ubinste in ’s 
la ke -fro n t summ er cottage on 
the Taconic P arkw ay a t Shrub 
Oaks, N.Y. Sw im m ing. B y  popu
la r demand, a repeat m enu of 
barbecued steak a la McManus.

Aug. 9, 8 P.M. —  S ta rlig h t 
Forum.

Aug. 16, 8 P.M. —  S ta rligh t 
Forum.

(A ll S ta rlig h t Forum s w il l  take 
place on Sunday evenings on 
the Terrace Penthouse, 10A, 59 
W. 71 St.)

Aug. 22-24 —  Weekend, Camp 
W ingdale, W ingdale, New Y ork.

For fu r th e r in fo rm ation , w r ite  
to U I-SC, 799 Broadw ay, N ew  
Y o rk  3, N .Y .; o r phone GR 5- 
9736.

BO STO N
B oston  L a b o r  Forw m , 295 H u n t in g 

to n  A vc ., Room  200.
C H IC A G O  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 777 W . 
A dam s, D E  2-9736.

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rt y  10609 Su

p e r io r  A ve ., Room  301, S W  1-1818. 
Open W ednesday n ig h ts  7 to  9.

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3737 W o o d 

w ard . T E m p le  1-6135.
LO S A N G E LE S  

F o rum  H a ll and M odern  Book Shop, 
1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9-4953 o r  W E  3- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E ast Juneau A ve .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 322 H e n 

nep in  A ve ., 2nd flo o r. Open noon to  
6 P .M . d a ily  excep t Sunday«.

N E W A R K  
N ew a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B ox 361, 

N ew ark , N. J .
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r
s ity  P lace, A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. B ox 341, B e rke ley  1, C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and S o c ia lis t 

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve . 
L ec tu res  and d iscuss ions e ve ry  S a tu r
d ay , 8 P .M ., fo llo w e d  b y  open house. 
C a ll PO 3-5820.

S A N  FR AN CISCO  
The M il i ta n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R m . 4 . 

Sat. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . Phone PR  6 - 
7296 ; i f  no answ er, V A  4 -2321 .

S E A T T L E  
1412— 18th  A venue, E A  2 -5554 . L i 

b ra ry , books to re .
ST. L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7104 .
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