
Time to Revive the Spirit of Militancy!
Big Business Started It; 
Now Let’s Roll Up Our 
Sleeves and Finish It!

An Editorial
L e t’s rev ive  the s p ir it  o f m ilita n cy ! This is the key

note sounded by workers from  coast to coast as they 
assemble to demonstrate the power of A m erica ’s union 
movem ent on Labor Day.

I t ’s h igh tim e. B ig business has m obilized its  forces 
in  a nationw ide e ffo rt to dism ember the unions. The 
bankers and monopolists have selected the steel indus try  
as the firs t m a jor battleground, hoping tha t a v ic to ry  
in  th is  key sector w i l l  set a pa tte rn  enabling them  to p u ll 
the unions down one by one.

In  Congress a coa lition  o f labor-hating  Democrats 
and Republicans is readying laws tha t go fa r  beyond the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  “ slave labor”  Act. As excuse, they have 
sought to p ic tu re  the labor movement as an enterprise of 
racketeers, gangsters and thugs.

The W h ite  House is cold-bloodedly ca lcu la ting  the 
best tim e to sw ing the axe against the Steelworkers 
th rough T a ft-H a rtle y  in junctions.

The courts tha t backed up Roosevelt in  his a ttem pt 
to break the U n ited  M ine W orkers U nion d u r in g  the w ar 
are lin in g  up fo r th e ir  pa rt in  th is  union-smashing d rive  
of 1959.

Labor has no choice bu t to fig h t back!
Some of labor’s top leaders, alarm ed at the corpor

ation d rive  against the unions, decided to m obilize on 
Labor Day.

In  New Y o rk  C ity , where a Labor Day parade has 
not been seen fo r tw e n ty  years, the unions decided to 
stage a n  a ll-ou t demonstration.

As Justice, the newspaper of the In te rna tiona l Ladies’ 
G a rm e n t W orkers’ Union, said: “ The parade up F if th  
Avenue w i l l  be a huge p icke t line  against those who are 
seeking to underm ine unions at the bargain ing table or 
in  the leg is la tive ha lls.”

The A F L -C IO  executive council fo llow ed up these 
plans by designating the ho liday as “ Support the Steel
w orkers Day.”  They called on every union to demonstrate 
“ arm -in-arm  so lid a rity ”  w ith  the 500,000 strike-bound 
members of the steel union. They announced plans fo r a 
nationw ide fund d rive  to aid the steel pickets. A nd  at 
the San Francisco A FL-C IO  convention to be held in  a  
few  weeks they set aside a f u l l  day as a “ nationa l r a l ly ” 
to  consider ways and means to help the Steelworkers.

These actions m ust be supported to the h ilt .  L e t th is 
Labor Day open a new chapter of labor m ilita n cy  in  
Am erica, a re v iva l of the w il l ,  the courage and the read i
ness to figh t tha t b u ilt  the unions in  the firs t place.

L e t the o ld -tim ers reca ll how they organized the 
CIO and beat back the un ion-ha ting  bosses in  the th irties . 
L e t them  show the young generation o f w orkers how 
the power of num bers and labo r’s strategic, position in  
the economy can be brough t to bear w ith  in v inc ib le  
force against the enemy.

A nd  le t the new generation demonstrate how youth 
and energy and enthusiasm can overcome the pessimism 
and apathy tha t have accumulated over the years, slowed 
down the unions and made the bosses th in k  labor is 
ready fo r the undertaker.

On th is  Labor Day le t our slogans and our banners, 
o u r  floats and brass bands, and above a ll the massing of 
our ranks show th a t labor can become the m igh tiest 
power in  the  land!
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Congress and President 
Lead Assault on Unions

Do Union Leaders 
Get Too Much Pay?

By George Breitman
W hen a le ft w in g  is form ed in  the A m e rican labor 

movement, I  th in k  i t  should have, and w i l l  have, a po in t 
in  its  program  about the salaries and expense allowances 
o f union offic ia ls and s ta f f  
member s. Nam ely, th a t they 
are too h igh, and should be re 
duced to the leve l th a t w o rk 
ers get as wages.

In  no other country is there 
such a gap between the in 
comes o f union officia ls and the 
incomes o f the w orkers they 
are supposed to represent. Some 
top offic ia ls get $1,000 a week, 
and more. T ha t’s no t - counting 
expense allowances. In  the 
UAW , w h ich  is no t the w orst 
example, the president’s salary 
runs around $400 a week.

Even the low er ranks o f the 
un ion bureaucracy get much 
more than the workers. In  the 
auto union, in te rna tiona l staff 
representatives get $153 a week.
On top o f th a t they get a flat 
allowance o f $35 a week in  
th e ir  home c ity . N ot counting 
ou t-o f-tow n allowances ($13 a 
day p lus hotel costs up to $10 
a day and a ll trave l expenses), 
th e ir  w eek ly  incomes are $188 
a week. This is approxim ate ly 
tw ice  as much as the average 
auto w o rke r gets. 

W hat happens when offic ia ls 
and staff members draw  ten or 
fo u r o r even on ly tw o times as 
much as the workers? Not 
much th a t is beneficial.

BECOME CO N SER VATIVE
Being p a id  much more, they 

stop liv in g  the w ay w orkers 
live , and tend to stop th in k in g  
the way w orkers th in k . They 
move in to  more expensive 
neighborhoods, m ix  in  new 
circles, and begin l iv in g  the 
w ay the m idd le  classes do.
They become more conserva
tive . The lo w e r members o f the 
staff lose th e ir independence, 
i f  they had any. They become 
p a rt of a bureaucratic caste, 
whose interests no longer co
incide w ith  those of the w o rk 
ers.

N ow  o f course cu tting  the 
bureaucrats’ pay is no t a 
panacea th a t w il l  solve a ll in 
te rna l un ion problems, restore 
union democracy, make the o f
ficia ls fu l ly  responsive to the 
wishes o f the members, etc. We 
know  tha t th ings are n o t th a t 
sim ple; th a t i t ’s not on ly  high 
pay w hich softens up the bu
reaucrats and incr easingly sep
arates them fro m  the members; 
tha t there are o ther pow erfu l 
pressures and co rrup ting  in 
fluences exerted on them  by 
cap ita lis t society.

W OULD G IVE  IN C EN TIV E

B ut I  s t i l l  say tha t cu tting  
the ir pay to the leve l received 
by w orkers Would help. I t  
w ould make union posts less 
a ttractive  to careerists and op
portunists. I t  w ou ld  make i t  
harder fo r  the bureaucrats to 
buy o ff opposition elements by 
offering them  staff jobs. I t  
m igh t restore some independ
ence and in it ia tiv e  among staff 
members, whose fear of losing 
posts th a t pay more than they 
can earn in  the p lants helps to 
tu rn  them  in to  yes-men and 
errand boys fo r  the top  bu
reaucrats.

A nd  i f  i t  accomplished no th 
ing else, i t  w ould  s ti l l  be jus
tified by a single th in g — tha t 
it  w ould give the union officia ls
greater incentive to fig h t fo r
wage gains fo r  the members, 
because th e ir own pay w ou ld  
rise on ly  when th a t happened.

There is no reason to  w a it 
fo r a le ft  w in g  to be form ed 
before th is  issue is raised on 
union floors; on the contrary. 
The next im portan t union con
vention coming up is the
U A W ’s in  October, where, i t  is 
reported, the leadership is go- 

(Continued on Page 2)

Copper Firms 
Force Strike 
In 20  States

Follow ing  the example of the 
steel barons, the lop  five copper 
producers and refiners have 
forced 30,000 w orkers in  20 
states to s tr ike  fo r a new con
tract. The b u lk  of the strikers 
are members of the independent 
M ine, M ill  and Smelter Workers.

Between Aug. 10 and 20, the 
union shut down Kennecott 
Copper, Phelps Dodge, Anacon
da Copper, Magma Copper and 
the A m erican Sm elting &  Re
fin ing  Co. The K ennecott s trike  
also involves 2,300 members of 
the  U n ited  Steel W orkers and 
COO members o f the In te rna tiona l 
Association o f Machinists.

Seeking a three-year renew al 
o f a contract w on a fte r a 40-day 
s tr ike  in  1955, M in e -M ill is ask
ing  fo r  a 15-cent wage increase 
and fr inge  benefits va rious ly  es
tim ated as runn ing  between 15 
and 30 cents an hour. C urrent 
wages range fro m  $2.20 to  $2.55 
an hour. O ther demands in 
clude supplem entary unem ploy
m ent benefits and e lim ina tion  o f 
wage differentia ls.

Copper spokesmen rejected 
the un ion proposals as “ exo rb i
tan t,”  asserting th a t “ in te rna 
tiona l com petition”  prevented 
th e m  from  passing a wage in 
crease on to  consumers.

As in  steel, the companies are 
s tr iv in g  to underm ine un ion job 
conditions. Kennecott, fo r ex 
ample, is demanding e lim ina tion  
of a contract clause requ iring  
tha t three men be assigned to 
s tr ipm in ing  shovels and tw o  to 
bulldozers. I t  claims th a t the 
m achinery has been made more 
autom atic and tha t each can now 
be operated by one man less.

A dop ting  a tough a ttitude, 
Kennecott ended previous s trike  
agreements under w h ich  super
v isory personnel entered plants 
on ly  w ith  a un ion pass. On Aug. 
11, i t  sought a federal in junc tion  
barring  the un ion from  prevent
ing  foremen from  crossing the 
p icke t lines. ( I t  fa iled  to get the 
in junc tion . The judge to ld  K en 
necott offic ia ls th a t they could 
s im p ly  use law-enforcem ent o ff i
cers to ru n  men through.)

W hen several forem en who 
refused to cross the p icke t lines 
were threatened w ith  loss of 
th e ir  jobs, the  three s tr ik in g  
unions at Kennecott jo in t ly  an
nounced they w ou ld  no t sign a 
contract i f  any forem an is fired 
fo r  respecting the  p icke t lines.

I t  is genera lly assumed th a t 
the terms o f a steel settlem ent 
w i l l  be a m a jo r fac to r in  the 
pa tte rn  o f an u ltim a te  agree
m ent in  copper.

With Spirits High All Labor Must Help 
Steel Workers Combat 
Threat of Taft-Hartley

By C. Thomas
The A F L-C IO  has called upon its m ember unions to 

demonstrate on Labor Day th e ir  so lid a rity  and support 
of the em battled steel workers.

Ten days la te r the th ird  an-

St r ik in g  steel w orkers march to th e ir p icke t stations at the m ain gate of the b ig U. S. 
Steel Corp. w orks at Gary, Indiana.

Democrats, GOP in Congress 
Knife Civil Rights Legislation

By L illian  Kiezel
W eighted heav ily  on the side 

o f lib e ra l Democrats elected 
last fa ll as "fr ie n d s " of labor 
and of c iv il rights, the 86th 
Congress is w in d in g  up its 
firs t session by clubbing the 
labor movement over the head 
and kn ifin g  the Negro people 
in  the back. There w il l  almost 
ce rta in ly  be no c iv il righ ts law  
th is year. A  last m inute  flu rry  
by some Senators and Repre
sentatives to make a showing 
fo r the benefit o f th e ir con
stituents on ly fu r th e r exposes 
the sham.

The libera ls fo rgo t th e ir cam
paign promises even before 
Congress got under way. C iv il 
righ ts legis lation suffered its 
firs t defeat in  January when 
most lib e ra l Democrats, w ith 
out a serious strugg le , kn u ck l
ed under to Lyndon Johnson 
and Speaker Sam Rayburn 
(both from  Texas), the m a jo rity  
leaders in  the Senate - and 
House.

A t tha t tim e, Johnson b lock
ed a move in  the Senate to 
change Rule 22 by  means of 
w hich D ix iecra ts can filibus te r 
any c iv il r igh ts  measure. In  
the House, R ayburn said “ No”

to cu rta ilin g  the power of the 
House Rules Committee to 
ham string legislation. This body 
is headed by Southern Demo
cra t H ow ard W. Sm ith  (Va.) 
—  a racist and the  fa th e r o f 
the Sm ith  “ Gag”  Act.

Last week, w ord  got out th a t 
Rayburn said i t  was “ im pos
sib le”  to get any c iv il r igh ts  
leg is la tion through the House 
th is  year. “ The present [Demo
cra tic ] strategy,”  reports John 
D. M orris  in  the Aug. 18 New 
Y ork  Times, “ . . . is to steer a 
‘moderate’ b i l l  th rough the 
Senate . . . bu t to defer a 
showdown on the House floor 
u n til nex t year.”

This “ moderate”  b ill,  spon
sored by Johnson, is s im p ly  a 
rehash of the a ll-but-tooth less 
1957 C iv il R ights law . The l ib 
eral Democrats are no t resist
ing R ayburn and Johnson’s 
strategy.

A t the same tim e, the Aug. 
24 N.Y. Times revealed th a t 
Republican Congressmen were 
opposed to c iv il r igh ts  legis la
tion  in  e ithe r house th is  year 
because of a deal between them  
and the Southern Democrats to 
get the un ion-busting Landrum - 
G r if f in  b i l l  passed. “  . . . con
d itions are therefore no t good

fo r  strong G OP support o f a 
c iv il r igh ts  measure,”  says the 
Times. U n like  the Landrum - 
G r if f in  b ill, c iv il  r igh ts  is not 
included in  P resident Eisen
how er’s m ust legis lation. N ext 
year is an election year and 
the GOP m ig h t fee l fre e r then 
to engage in  vo te-getting m an
euvers in vo lv in g  c iv il rights.

WHO? US?

The charge th a t they were 
using c iv il righ ts as a po litica l 
foo tba ll angered the R epubli
cans. M in o r ity  Leader D irksen 
(I I I .), attacked the Tim es’ re 
po rt on the Senate floor and 
declared, “ The R e p u b l i c a n  
P a rty  doesn’t  p lay po litics w ith  
c iv il righ ts .”  On Aug. 26, Sen. 
Jav its (R-N.Y.) and Sen. Case 
(R-N.J.) filed  a m otion asking 
the Senate to take a c iv il  r igh ts  
b i l l  away fro m  the Jud ic ia ry  
Com m ittee where i t  is being 
stifled.

Jav its ’ purpose in  m aking  the 
move? As he expla ined it,  the 
m otion w ou ld  in  effect te ll 
Lyndon Johnson “ N ow  the re 
spons ib ility  is yours.”

Who says the Republicans 
aren 't p lay ing  po litics w ith  
c iv il rights?

nual A F L -C IO  convention con 
venes in  San Francisco at w ha t 
is adm itted ly  a tu rn in g  po in t in  
the h is to ry  o f the Am erican 
movement.

The day fo llo w in g  the opening 
of the convention has been set 
aside fo r an emergency confer
ence of union leaders to consider 
measures to counter the veno
mous big business-government 
an ti-labo r offensive.

The recent A F L -C IO  Execu
tive  Council m eeting in  New 
Y o rk  voted to  m obilize organ
ized labor’s “ fu l l  s trength fo r 
the showdown ba ttle  w ith  the  
big business-reactionary p o lit i
cal a lliance th a t is seeking to 
dismember the labor m ove
ment.”

The deadliest enemy o f  the 
un ion m ovem ent in  the  com ing 
showdown is the cap ita lis t gov
ernm ent in  Washington. Y et the 
union leaders g ingerly  evade 
any m ention of the governm ent 
as such. Instead, they po in t the 
accusing finger at w ha t they ca ll 
the “ reactionary p o lit ica l a l l i 
ance.”

B I-P A R T IS A N  EN EM Y
• In  A m erican labor po litics  th is  
phrase is applied to the  alliance 
between the  D ix iecra ts and the 
N orthe rn  Republicans to ju s t ify  
continued support to  the so- 
called lib e ra l “ friends o f labor”  
in  the Dem ocratic P arty . There 
can be no ta lk  of effective action 
in  defense of labor unless the 
po licy  of ty in g  the unions to the 
Democratic P a rty  is abandoned.

The Republican A d m in is tra 
tio n  and the Dem ocratic Con
gress are w o rk in g  hand in  hand 
to forge the  weapons to  c ru c ify  
labor.

“ I  w ou ld  rem ind  the R epub li
can P a rty ,”  boasted Lyndon  
Johnson on the  Senate floor, 
“ th a t i t  was a Dem ocratic Con
gress th a t b rought in to  existence 
a Dem ocratic comm ittee, headed 
by a great Am erican, John M c
C le llan ,”  w h ich  prepared the 
ground fo r  the cu rren t crop o f 
an ti-labo r b ills .

E isenhower has already an
nounced he w i l l  use the  s tr ik e 
breaking T a ft-H a rtle y  in ju n c 
tion  to herd the steel w orkers 
back to the m ills  w hen the heavy 
steel in ve n to ry  has been de
pleted.

Wall Street Paper 
Crows About 
Anti-Union Drive

The g row ing arrogance of 
big business is reflected in  
the Aug. 24 issue of B a rron ’s, 
a w eekly  W a ll S treet p u b li
cation. A fte r  a g leefu l com
ment on cu rren t an ti-labor 
leg is lation, t h e  magazine 
adds: “  . . . w ha t is happen
ing in  W ashington cannot 
match w ha t is happening in  
fac to ry  and m ill  th roughout 
the country . . . C ollective 
barga in ing . . . has grow n 
unw onted ly  hard. B y  the 
same token . . .  i t  is no 
longer a one-way street. For 
instead o f m ere ly g ran ting  
'one concession a fte r another, 
as had been the custom, em
ployers today are pressing 
demands of th e ir own. Speci
fica lly , they  are seeking to  v 
change the res tric tive  un ion 
w o rk  ru les w ith  w h ich  they 
have been saddled.”

That is the source o f the rea l 
th rea t to  labor. I f  the  un ion  
leaders are serious they  m ust 
prepare to w a rd  off th a t threat. 
The w orkers have no m ora l ob
lig a tio n  to y ie ld  to  laws o f a 
flagrant class character. The 
A F L -C IO  convention should ca ll 
upon the labor movem ent to 
back the  steel un ion  in  de fy ing  
any and a ll s tr ikebreak ing  a t
tem pts by the cap ita lis t govern
m ent.

W hen the showdown comes la 
bor can expect to  see R epubli
cans and Democrats lined up sol
id ly  against them. To h a lt the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  trend  and erase a ll 
an ti-labo r laws fro m  the statutes 
labor m ust have its ow n repre
sentatives in  Congress. F o r th a t 
i t  is necessary fo r  labor to  have 
its  ow n p o lit ica l pa rty . I t  is no t 
ye t too la te  to enter independent 
labor candidates in  the  1960 elec
tions.

D e fy  the T a ft-H a rtle y  in ju n c 
tions! B u ild  an Independent L a 
bor P a rty ! W ith  these weapons 
in  labor's a rm ory the figh t can 
be won.

"45 Heart Attacks in the M ill Since Christmas"
By Henry Gitano

FAIRLESS W ORKS. Pa. —  
Parked near the fence by the 
main gate of the huge U.S. Steel 
Fairless Works was a bus carry
ing a handwritten sign: "On 
Strike. Local 4889, 5092, 5030, 
5116."

We asked the  p icke t captain 
how  things were going. “ The 
s trike  is going a ll r ig h t,”  he said. 
“ I t ’s rough on big fam ilies, 
though, w hen th e ir pay is cut 
off.”

A no ther p icket checked in. H is 
firs t question was; “ A n y th in g  
new on the pay?”  We were to ld  
th a t th is p lan t has about $3 m il
lio n  in  unpaid  wages.

We came around to  the sub
jec t o f negotiations. A  p icket 
a s k e d :  “ W hat  negotiations?
There are no negotiations. O n ly 
ta lk  and hedging around. They 
w an t to  take  away fro m  us, not 
negotiate. They w an t to bust the 
un ion.”

“ We’ve got a tough manage
m ent here,”  said another picket. 
“ Grievances about p lan t condi
tions are p iled  sky h igh.”

The pickets then began discus
sing the governm ent surplus 
food they had received. Surplus 
cheese and pork, they a ll agreed, 
were ve ry  good, on ly  there 
wasn’t any available. The ye llow  
corn meal was recommended fo r 
mush and possibly m uffins. The 
d ry  m ilk  could be m ix ed w ith  
powdered eggs to bake cakes. 
“ How do you separate the yo lk  
from  the w h ite  in  powdered 
eggs?”  someone asked. The p rob
lem remained unsolved.

Two barbers w ere com ing to 
tow n  from  Philade lph ia  to give 
free haircuts, and Penn F ru it 
had donated coffee fo r  the 
pickets. The s tr ike  committee 
had also contacted stores, banks 
and finance companies. “ As a 
ru le, as long  as you n o tify  them  
th a t you ’re  on s tr ike  before pay
ments are due they have been 
p re tty  good about going along

w ith  us,”  said the p icke t cap
tain.

D IFFE R EN T TH A N  '56

I t .  started ra in in g  and we 
w ent in to  the parked bus, w h ich  
contained a bed, shelves and 
chairs. I t  was donated by a steel 
w o rke r who no rm a lly  uses i t  fo r 
hun ting  and camping. One o f the 
pickets mentioned tha t in  the 
1956 s tr ike  the  company donated 
a shack w ith  TV. fo r  the  pickets, 
bu t the  atmosphere is d iffe ren t 
th is year.

Later, we ta lked  w ith  tw o  off- 
du ty  p icke t captains over beer 
at the C ountry Lane near the 
Fairless W orks. I  asked them 
how  th e y  fe lt  about the  strike .

‘,‘I t ’s a re lie f, a safety valve,”  
one o f them  said. “ You can ac
tu a lly  feel lik e  a man. D u ring  
the l ife  o f the contract, a ll the 
grievances b u ild  up, b u t there 
isn’t  much you can do about it. 
I f  you  partic ipa te  in  a w ildca t 
stoppage or slowdown, you 
m igh t get fired. E ighteen steel

w orkers were fire d  w hen th is  
s tr ike  began fo r  being too 
p rom pt in  w a lk ing  out.”

"Management says i t  wants 
the r ig h t to  d irect the labor 
force," said the other picket 
captain, a crane operator. "W hy  
Section 3 of the contract gives 
them  the r ig h t to  d irect w o rk  
forces now. They're ta lk in g  
a b o u t  featherbedding; w  e 
cou ldn 't featherbed even i f  we 
wanted, because they can add 
anyth ing they w ant to  you r job  
as long as it's  not in  a higher 
pay scale."

The o ther p icke t captain 
broke in : “ They’re accusing us 
o f robb ing  poor w idow s —  you 
know, the  stockholders. I  don’t 
understand w h y  stockholders 
don’t  organize a revo lu tion . We 
have one forem an fo r  every five  
men in  Fairless. A n d  th e y ’re 
ta lk in g  about featherbedding! 
These forem en are no th ing  bu t 
deadwood.

“ We make decent wages, th a t’s 
true, b u t they ’re  canceled ou t by 
layoffs. We were hoping th a t

th is s tr ike  w ou ld  have one m ain 
demand; something concrete 
like  a s ix -hou r day w ith  no cut 
in  pay. T ha t w ou ld  p rov ide  a 
25% increase in  em ploym ent. 
Last year I  was la id  o ff from  
January to  Ju ly .”

( I  remembered the  d r i v e  
through Fairless H ills , the steel
w o rke r com m unity. We saw 
clusters o f one -fam ily  houses a l
most resem bling a ghost tow n. 
Three and fo u r em pty houses 
next to  one another w ith  b ro k 
en w indow s and bare insides. 
These deserted homes are m e
m orials to  the recession.)

45 H E A R T A TTA C K S

“ The men w o rk  themselves 
in to  an ea rly  grave because o f 
the incentive  plans,”  said the 
crane operator. “ They say th a t 
since last Christmas there have 
been 45 heart attacks in  th is  
m ill. The company’s best w a tch
dogs are the  incentive plans. 
There are 900 d iffe ren t plans fo r  
4,300 w orkers. The company 
uses them  to w o rk  one m an

against another. We fee l the 
un ion should negotiate a single 
incentive plan, so th a t the men 
w i l l  cooperate instead o f figh ting  
one another and h u rtin g  the 
un ion.”

I  asked them  about a state
ment by John Morse, one o f the 
corporation lawyers, w ho said 
tha t the  companies d id  not p lan 
to force open the  m ills  “ unless 
the s tr ike  goes on fo r  a ve ry  
long tim e  and there is a re vo lt 
among the  mem bership.”

“ They’re ou t to  bust the 
union, a ll r ig h t, bu t they w on’t 
succeed,”  said the crane opera
tor. “ The s tr ike ’s hu rting . B u t 
we figure w e’l l  never get r ich  
anyhow. We’re w illin g  to stay 
on s tr ike  fo r  job  security, be tte r 
w o rk in g  conditions and stronger 
safety regulations.”

"W e've been under the com
pany's thum b fo r three long 
years," said his friend . "N ow  
w e're standing up again, and 
not a bucket of steel is coming 
out of the m ill u n t i l  we get a 
good settlem ent."
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. . .  Union Officials Get Too Much Pay |
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ing  to ask fo r  a substantia l 
dues increase. I t  w ou ld  be 
tim e ly  i f  delegates there were 
to  propose th a t the o ffic ia ls ’ 
pay be reduced to the highest 
wage paid w orkers in  the  auto 
industry . A nd  educational too, 
I  th ink .

Because the pa tte rn  at recent 
U A W  conventions has been 
something lik e  th is : The Reu- 
th e rite  constitu tiona l com m ittee 
comes in  w ith  proposals fo r 
substantia l pay increases fo r 
o ffic ia ls and staff members. (A t 
the 1951 convention, R euther’s 
salary was raised fro m  $10,000 
a year to $11,250; to $18,000 at 
the  1953 convention; no change 
a t the 1955 convention; and to 
$22,000 in  1957.)

A  num ber o f brown-nosers 
then grab the floor. They say 
th a t the increase is too small, 
th a t R euther is w o rth  much 
more, th a t he should be paid 
$25,000 —  $50,000 —  $100,000. 
They even quote the B ib le , 
u rg ing  the delegates to “ do 
unto others as you w ou ld  have 
them  do unto you.”  (On one 
occasion a delegate said, “ I  
th in k  we should force th is  one 
down Reuther’s th roa t and 
make h im  take i t . ”  Which- re 
m inded me o f the M a rx  B ro 
thers p ic tu re  w here Groucho, 
ha lf-fa in tin g , th irs t ily  rem em 
bered to suggest, “ Quick, force 
some brandy down m y th ro a t!” )

This sets the stage fo r  Reu
the r to take the floor against 
“ excessive”  salaries. V o i c e  
th robb ing , he assures the dele
gates, “ I  am w o rk in g  in  th is  
u n ion because o f w ha t is in  my 
heart, not w ha t you p u t in  m y 
pocketbook.”  Then he h in ts  
th a t he had to be pressured be
fore  he accepted even the con
s titu tio n a l com m ittee’s propos
al, b u t “ i f  you go beyond that, 
I  w i l l  no t be bound by any 
com m itm ents I  made to any
one, and I  w i l l  figh t.”  A nd  so, 
in  the name of opposing ex- 

■ cessive salaries, he defends the 
excessive salaries proposed by 
his com m ittee as p rov id ing  “ an 
acceptable salary structure .”

I t  w ou ld  be educational, I  
say, i f  some delegates a t the
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next convention were able to 
set the discussion off on a d i f 
fe ren t footing. Even i f  they 
d idn ’t  ca rry  the convention 
th is  tim e, they w ou ld  s ta rt the 
members th in k in g  in  a healthy 
d irection. A nd  I  th in k  a move 
to pay the Reuthers no more 
than a w o rke r’s wage w ould  
q u ick ly  s tr ip  h im  o f the  pose 
th a t he has been tak ing  his 
$400 a week w ith  reluctance. 
(When a union once voted E u 
gene V. Debs some money he 
d idn ’t  w ant, he d idn ’t  make 
pious speeches and take the 
money; he s im p ly refused to 
take i t  and i t ’s s t i l l  in  the 
un ion ’s treasury.)

Besides ra is ing th is  question 
in the unions now, we should 
apply the same p rinc ip le  to a ll 
pub lic  office, fro m  the national 
to the local. Socialists should 
make i t  pa rt o f th e ir p la tfo rm  
in every election campaign as 
w e ll as in  th e ir  general propa
ganda.

An example o f how  to handle 
th is issue was provided in  the 
Socialist W orkers P a rty ’s m ay
o ra lty  campaign in  D e tro it tw o  
years ago. I t  is w o rth  c iting  
because i t  evoked a common 
libe ra l objection.

“ I  th in k  the top c ity  officia ls 
are overpaid,”  said Sarah L o v 
e ll, SWP candidate fo r  m ayor, 
in  her campaign lite ra tu re . 
“ The salaries o f the m ayor and 
common council should be cut 
to  the average wage o f a s k il l
ed w orker. I f  they had to live  
on that, maybe they w ou ldn ’t 
find i t  so easy to  fo rge t the 
problems w orkers face.”

This prom pted colum nist W. 
K . Kelsey to make the fo llo w 
ing  comment in  the D e tro it 
News: “ T rue; b u t i t  m igh t be 
hard to find  candidates as de
voted as Mrs. Love ll, who 
w ould serve as m ayor fo r  the 
wages of a proofreader, which 
she is.”

I ’ve got news fo r  M r. Kelsey. 
A lthough capita lism  tries to in 
s ti l l  us a ll w ith  its m onetary 
values 24 hours a day, i t  isn ’t 
a lways successful. There are 
p len ty  o f people in  th is  w orld , 
in  the labor movem ent and 
out, who don’t  consider the 
m aking o f money the m ajor 
object o f th e ir lives. In  fact, I 
can name hundreds o f such 
people in  D e tro it alone. I f  they 
are not candidates fo r  office to 
day, i t ’s no t fo r  lack of “ de
votion,”  bu t fo r other reasons.

“ Granted t h a t  there are 
m any ‘devoted’ people,”  some 
w il l  say a t th is  point. “ B u t 
don’t  you have to  offer h igh 
salaries i f  you  w an t to  a ttrac t 
the best people to ru n  fo r 
them?”  W hat they mean by
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“ best”  is not on ly  devoted, hon
est and so on, b u t technica lly 
competent to  fu lf i l l  the office. I  
th in k  Sarah L ove ll answered 
th is  question tw o  years ago in 
her rem arks about qua lifica
tions fo r pub lic  office, which 
apply equa lly  to  union office: 

“ The most im portan t q u a li
fication o f any candidate is his 
program  . . . D on’t  be taken 
in by meaningless slogans lik e  
‘Honest,’ ‘Fearless’ o r ‘E xpe ri
enced,’ w h ich  cap ita lis t p o lit i
cians use instead of a program. 
These people also lik e  to make 
a pub lic  office seem so m yste ri
ously d iff ic u lt tha t on ly  a su
perman could hold one. T ha t’s 
nonsense. There are thousands 
o f men and women in  the c ity  
who could make a be tte r m ayor 
or councilm an than Cobo or 
M iria n i. O f course there are 
technical problems w h ich  re 
qu ire  experts, b u t the  office
holders don’t  solve these p rob 
lems by themselves. They h ire  
experts. I  can do th a t too, and 
so could you. These experts 
w ould  probably be even more 
w illin g  to w o rk  fo r  an adm in
is tra tion  w h ich  w ou ldn ’t  le t b ig 
business po litics in te rfe re  w ith  
technical progress.”

In  conclusion, I  th in k  the 
proposal is correct, progressive 
and hea lthy; can be explained 
and defended to large numbers 
o f w orkers; and can become 
popular. I  hope other readers 
o f The M ilita n t w il l  express 
th e ir opinions.

Class War and the Policy of Collaboration

What Marx Said
. • • l

About Pay for 
Govt. Officials

H ere’s w ha t some re vo lu tion 
a ry socialists said about pay fo r 
pub lic  offic ia ls:

K a r l M a rx  hailed the Paris 
Commune o f 1871, the firs t 
w orkers ’ government,'because it  
decided th a t “ the pub lic  service 
had to be done a t workm en's 
wages," and because “ p la in  
w o rk in g  men fo r  the firs t tim e 
dared to in fringe  upon the gov
ernm ental p riv ilege  of th e ir 
‘natura l superiors,’ and, under 
circumstances of unexampled 
d iff ic u lty , perform ed th is  w ork  
modestly, conscientiously, and 
e ffic ie n tly ”  a t these wages.

F ried rich  Engels, no ting  the 
tendency o f p ub lic  o ffic ia ls to 
transform  themselves fro m  “ the 
servants o f society in to  the 
masters o f society,”  said the 
Commune had fough t th is  ten
dency by p rov id ing  th a t “ a ll 
officials, h igh or low , were paid 
on ly  the wages received by 
o ther w orkers.”  (In troduction  
to M a rx ’s The C iv il W ar in  
France, 1891.)

In  his study o f the state 
w ritte n  before the Soviets 
came to pow er in  Russia, V . I. 
Len in  repeatedly endorsed the 
Paris Commune’s standard on 
o ffic ia ls ’ pay as one o f the 
means o f com bating bureau
cratism  in  a w orkers state.
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By Tom Kerry
The Am erican labor m ove

m ent today is once again being 
taught the lessons of social rea l
i ty  la id  dow n in  the Communist 
Manifesto w ritte n  over 100 years 
ago by K a rl M arx  and Frederick 
Engels. (

Accord ing to  M a rx  and En
gels —  and a ll genuine M arx is ts  
fo llo w in g  them  —  m odern so
cie ty  is d iv ided in to  social class
es w ith  irreconc ilab ly  opposed 
interests. In  the  M a rx is t de fin i
tion  o f the  term , classes are de
term ined b y  th e ir  re la tion  to 
the means o f production.

In  a society based upon the 
p riva te  ow nership o f the means 
o f p roduction and d is tribu tion , 
cap ita l is k ing. The cap ita lis t 
class holds in  its grasp the reins 
o f economic and po litica l power. 
The workers, having  on ly  th e ir 
labor pow er to sell, are com
pelled to organize in to  unions to 
defend even a m in im um  stan
dard o f l iv in g  against the organ
ized pow er o f capital.

SERVE C A P ITA LIS TS

P o litica l parties represent the 
interests o f defin ite social class
es in  society. U nder our tw o- 
p a rty  system both Democratic 
and Republican parties serve the 
interests o f the ru lin g  cap ita lis t 
class: A  governm ent made up of 
representatives o f these parties, 
therefore, can o n ly  func tion  as 
the executive com m ittee o f the 
cap ita lis t class as a whole.

These, in  ve ry  brie f, are the 
basic tenets o f the M arx is t 
theory o f the class struggle 
w hich provides the key to an 
understanding of h is torica l de
velopment, inc lud ing  the cu r
ren t e rup tion  of the class s trug
gle in  th is  country symbolized 
b y  the m obiliza tion  of class fo r 
ces around the steel s trike .

A s  against the  class struggle 
the top un ion  leaders preach and 
practice the theory o f class col
laboration. Accord ing to  th is  
concept there is an id e n tity  o f 
in terest between capita l and la 
bor in  preserving the so-called 
“ free enterprise”  system. Or, as 
some o f the  labor statesmen put 
it :  “ P reserving the Am erican 
w ay o f life  th rough labor-m an- 
agement cooperation.”  W hile  
they are ready to  adm it th a t 
class d ivisions exist in  Europe 
and th a t class struggle is a com
m on fea ture  o f tha t benighted 
continent, the  A m erican “ demo
cratic tra d it io n ”  has supposedly 
dissolved classes in to  the people 
as a whole.-

The w orkers have been as
sured by th e ir  un ion  leaders, in  
season and out, th a t the most e f
fective  m ethod o f achieving a 
constantly im p rov ing  standard 
o f l iv in g  is th rough  the  medium 
o f labor-managem ent coopera
tion. Then how  exp la in  the cu r
ren t an ti-labo r offensive? H ow 
exp la in  the savage assault upon 
the unions spearheaded by the 
steel corporations so lid ly  backed 
by the organized employers? 
H ow  exp la in  the  s trikebreaking  
ro le  o f the governm ent w h ich  is 
alleged to  be an “ im p a rtia l” 
body representing A L L  the peo
ple?

REUTHER E X P LA IN S

' C onfronted w ith  th is  dilemma, 
W alte r Reuther, one o f the more 
vocal p ractitioners o f class co l
laboration puts his finger on 
w hat he considers the c ru x  o f 
the troub le  —  the class struggle. 
In  a keynote speech to  a recent 
conference o f the A F L -C IO  In 
dustria l U nion Departm ent, Reu
the r explained:

“ The N ationa l Association o f 
M anufacturers and b ig  business 
are w aging a class struggle in  
Am erica, precisely as K a r l M a rx  
w ro te  i t  w ou ld  be waged. They 
are w o rk in g  overtim e to prove 
th a t K a r l M a rx  was r ig h t.”

I f  there are no class divisions 
in  Am erica, then against whom  
w ou ld  the N A M  and big business 
be "w ag ing  a class struggle?" 
A nd fo r w hat purpose? Just to 
"prove tha t K a r l M a rx  was 
r ig h t? " H a rd ly ! The N A M  and 
B ig  Business are m otivated by 
w e igh tie r considerations.

N o t to  be trapped in to  p ro v 
ing  M a rx  rig h t, R euther goes on 
to w arn : “ I f  we begin to  respond 
in  k ind , then we are going to  do 
re a lly  serious damage to  A m e r
ica and the  cause o f human free
dom in  the w hole w o rld  . . .”

W hile  the N A M  and B ig  Busi
ness are p r im a rily  concerned 
w ith  such mundane aims as 
squeezing greater p ro fits  ou t o f 
the hides o f the workers, Reu
ther, you see, is occupied w ith  
the lo ft ie r  considerations o f “ the 
cause o f hum an freedom  in  the 
w hole w o rld  . . .”

COMPROMISE SHATTERED

Taking  a hard look at rea lity , 
R euther is forced to adm it th a t 
the o ld  pa tte rn  o f co llective  ba r
gain ing has been shattered. B a r
gaining, as i t  has been practiced 
by the un ion  offic ia ldom , rests 
on the p rinc ip le  o f compromise. 
Compromise is o f the  essence o f 
class peace, or, as the  labor 
statesmen w ou ld  have it, “ labor- 
management cooperation.”

B u t the employers have sum
m a rily  re jected the o ffe r of

peaceful compromise and coop
eration. T he ir bargain ing con
sists o f p resenting the unions 
w ith  an u ltim a tum  —  “ Take it, 
or else!”  As R euther puts i t  in  
his speech “ fo rc ing  the w orkers 
to  strike , dragging ou t the set
tlem ent, and then en listm ent o f 
s trikebreakers.”

The union lops are ve ry  un 
happy about th is  development. 
They long fo r a re tu rn  to the 
good old days when some clever 
union negotiator w ould emerge 
from  a collective bargain ing ses
sion w ith  some sm all concession 
tha t could be sold to the ranks 
as a great v ic to ry . Those days 
are gone! Today the employers 
not on ly  refuse to g rant con
cessions bu t demand tha t the 
union surrender concessions p re 
v iously gained.

The un ion heads find  them 
selves im paled on the  horns o f 
a dilemma. I t  is impossible fo r 
them  to  y ie ld  to the employers’ 
u ltim atum s w ith o u t p rovok ing  a 
m a jo r re vo lt o f the ranks. Y e t 
they fear to  m obilize the ranks 
fo r  m ilita n t action in  a struggle 
fo r un ion su rv iva l w h ich  could 
not be confined w ith in  the 
fram ew ork o f th e ir  class co llab
o ra tion is t policy. F o r i t  is on 
the foundation  o f class co llabor
ation th a t the  un ion bureaucracy 
has b u ilt  its  machine and th a t 
its elaborate s tructure  o f power 
and p riv ilege  rests.

THE A N T I-L A B O R  LA W

T w is t and tu rn  as they w il l,  
the un ion bureaucrats cannot es
cape the re a lity  o f the  class 
s truggle. T he ir to rtu red  explana
tions seek to  conceal th e ir  dread 
o f engaging the  enemy in  open 
combat. The employers and th e ir 
governm ent have declared w a r 
on labor. This is acknowledged 
in  an a rtic le  published in  the 
summ er issue o f the  A F L -C IO  
Indus tria l U nion D epartm ent D i
gest, s ign ifican tly  en titled : “ The 
A n ti-L a b o r W ar.”

C a rry ing  fo rw a rd  the theme o f 
e m p l o y e r  respons ib ility  fo r 
“ p rov ing  K a r l M a rx  r ig h t.”  the 
a rtic le  begins: “ P resident Eisen
how er to ld  newsmen at a regu
la r  W h ite  House press confer
ence last spring th a t he was dis
tu rbed by evidence o f w ha t he 
called a ‘tendency’ to  adopt the 
theory  th a t class w arfa re  is in 
evitab le  between w orkers and 
employers.

“ Mr .  E isenhower branded such 
ideas ‘un-Am erican.’ He urged 
cooperation between labor and 
capita l to  advance the w e ll-be 
ing o f a ll citizens.

“ The President’s im p lica tion ,”  
the a rtic le  complains, “ was tha t 
labor bears a m a jo r po rtion  of 
the blame fo r  fom enting  ‘class 
w ar.’ ”

S tung to the quick, the un ion

leaders vehem ently deny re
spons ib ility  fo r  any such “ un- 
A m erican”  doctrine. The real 
cu lp rits  says the  artic le , are “ To
day’s resurgent r ig h t-w in g  in 
te llectuals [who], have declared 
a k in d  o f class w a r.”

“ I f , ”  the artic le  continues, “ our 
r ig h t-w in g  in te llectua ls  have de
clared the  class w a r and la id  
down its theoretica l fram ew ork, 
ou r business leaders have not 
lagged in  p u ttin g  the theories to 
the test.”

Then i t  wasn’t  K a r l M a rx  bu t 
our unnamed “ r ig h t-w in g  in te l
lectuals”  w ho la id  dow n the 
“ theoretica l fram ew ork ”  o f the 
class struggle and class warfare. 
How s illy  can you get?

The IU D  Digest a rtic le  gets 
down to  brass tacks when i t  
says: "H a rd ly  a week goes by 
bu t tha t some prom inent indus
tr ia lis t mounts the rostrum  to 
declare w ar against our unions 
and th e ir members." The indus
tr ia lis ts  not on ly  ta lk  bu t they 
act. The v ir tu a l lockout of the 
steel w orkers is evidence of the 
fact. This is the re a lity .

In  the  face o f th is  re a lity  
w h im pering  sermons on the  evils 
o f class w a r are worse than use
less and can on ly  lead to  the 
d isarm ing o f the w orkers in  the 
declared “ an ti-labo r w a r”  o f the 
employers. Yet, the un ion  tops 
c ling  lik e  a leech to the illusions 
o f “ class peace”  as the  accepted 
ideal o f the “ A m erican w ay o f 
life .”

The o ld  pa tte rn  o f co llective 
bargain ing has adm itted ly  b ro k 
en down. Management has de
clared w a r on labor. The Na 
tiona l Association o f M anufac
turers and b ig business have a l
legedly been “ duped”  in to  
launching a class w ar. The cap
ita lis t governm ent is so lid ly  
aligned w ith  the employers. La -

A d v e r t is e m e n t

It Takes Vision
The far-s ighted ones can 

see tha t the w o rld  w il l  
eventua lly  go socialist. I f  
you agree th a t th is  is a good' 
th ing, you are probably w i l l 
ing to help the process along, 
fo r  i t  means enduring peace, 
in te rna tiona l cooperation and 
abundance fo r  all.

Have you though t o f ta k 
ing up the cause o f socialism 
as a w ay o f life  r ig h t now? 
There’s no goal more w o rth 
w hile .

To find out more about it, 
send fo r  The Socialist W ork
ers Party— What It  Is— What 
I t  Stands For b y  Joseph 
Hansen. 54 pp. 25 cents. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University PI.
New York 3, N.Y.

Combination Offer
Get acquainted w ith  the In te rna tion a l Socialist 

Review and save money too. A  six-m onths subscription 
to the M ilita n t p lus one-year to the In te rna tiona l 
Socialist Review — on ly  $2.

The M ilitant 
116 University PI.
New York 3, N . Y .

Yes, I  w ant to take advantage o f your com bination 
offer. I  am enclosing $2 fo r a six-m onths subscription to 
the M ilita n t and. one-year to the In te rna tiona l Socialist 
Review.

N a m e ..........................................................................................................

Street ...........................................................................................................

C i t y ...............  Z o n e ______ State____ ______

bor is figh ting  fo r  su rv iva l 
against heavy odds. The s itua
tion  is desperate. W hat to do?

REUTHER ADVOCATES TA LK

The re a lity  is class w a r —  fo r  
w hatever reason —  w hether the 
un ion tops lik e  i t  o r not. B u t 
some proceed on the  premise 
tha t i f  re a lity  doesn’t conform  
to th e ir preconceived notions 
then so much the worse fo r 
rea lity . A fte r  d e t a i l i n g  the 
breakdown o f peaceful co-ex- 
istence barga in ing in  his speech 
to the IU D  conference, R euther 
goes on to  say:

“ I believe we need desperately

some new mechanism in  A m er
ica, on a vo lu n ta ry  basis where 
labor and management, consum
er groups, people from  the fie ld  
o f education, can come together 
pe riod ica lly  and ta lk  about the 
broad problems th a t we face as 
a free people.”

To W alte r R euther a ll p rob- 
lems can be neatly  solved by 
ho ld ing  a broad, a ll-inc lus ive  
gabfest. W ith  the enemy reach
ing  fo r  yo u r th roa t, w ha t could 
be more calculated to th ro w  h im  
off balance than a reasonable 
proposal fo r  a ta lka thon ! A  
pe rfectly  logical approach i f  you 
proceed, as R euther does, from  
the premise th a t the id e n tity  o f 
interests between labor and cap
ita l are m ore lasting and funda
m ental than  any trans ien t d i f 
ferences. Accord ing to  th is  reas
oning, class w arfa re  between 
partners in  the free enterprise 
system can o n ly  be the resu lt o f 
a m isunderstanding.

The most e lem entary fu nc tion  
o f the  labor unions is to  defend 
the liv in g  standards, w o rk in g  
conditions and w e ll-be ing  o f the  
w orkers against em ployer-gov- 
ernm ent assault. Organized la 
bor and organized cap ita l are 
today locked in  m orta l combat 
—  not over “ the cause o f hum an 
freedom in  the  w ho le  w o rld ”  —  
bu t over the d iv is ion  o f the  na
tiona l income.

The organized A m erican w o rk 
ing  class stands a thw a rt the 
greed o f the em ploying class 
grasping fo r an ever la rger 
share o f the na tional income.

H ighe r pro fits fo r  the bosses 
means a low er standard o f l i v 
ing  fo r the w orkers. The assault 
upon the liv in g  and w o rk in g  
standards o f labor calls fo r th  the  
resistance o f the  w orkers. This, 
in  essence, is the re a lity  o f the  
class struggle.

Labor has the potential power 
to win if it sheds the illusions of 
class collaboration and engages 
the enemy with every weapon at 
its command. That is the road, 
and the only road, to victory.

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

When Socialism Caught 
America's Imagination

\

In  1912 the “ Debs fo r P resident”  campaign caught 
the im agination  o f the Am erican labor movem ent; and 
the vote fo r  socialism reached its h igh peak. W hat was 
the secret of Debs’ success? Can m ilita n t trade-un ion
ists of today learn something from  th is  great Am erican 
socialist leader?

Read the balanced po litica l appraisal by  James P. Cannon 
in  Eugene V. Debs — the Socialist Movement of His Time —  
Its Meaning for Today. 40 pp. 25 cents.

Do you know  w h a t’s being done today in  the tra 
d ition  o f Debs? Here’s a sam pling from  the w ritin g s  
of James P. Cannon tha t w i l l  help b rin g  you up t o date:

Notebook of an Agitator. A  collection fu l l  o f hum or, irony, 
anger and h e a rt- lif t in g  v is ion o f the  socialist fu tu re . 362 pp. 
C loth $4; paper $2.50.

The History of American Trotskyism. The story o f the d if -  
f ic u lt struggle to  b u ild  a revo lu tiona ry  socialist pa rty  in  the 
heartland o f w o rld  capita lism . 268 pp. C lo th  $2.75; paper $2.

The Struggle for a Proletarian Party. A  companion book 
to the H is to ry  of A m erican T ro tskyism . C lo th  $2.75; paper $2.

Am erica's Road to  Socialism. A  luc id  presentation o f the 
prospects fo r socialism and a s tirr in g  forecast o f w ha t socialist 
Am erica w i l l  look like . 78 pp. 35 cents.

Socialism and Democracy. The M a rx is t v iew  on a topic 
tha t is under vigorous debate today. 21 pp. 15 cents.

Leon T ro tsky  was m urdered by  S ta lin ’s secret 
po litica l police 19 years ago, bu t his name is s t il l 
constantly in  the press. There are tw o reasons fo r 
this. (1) You can’t  understand the con trad ic to ry  char
acter of the Soviet Union unless you take T ro tsky ’s 
analysis as you r s ta rting  poin t. (2) T ro tsky ’s name is 
synonymous w ith  the program  of revo lu tiona ry  social
ism w h ich  is m oving more and more tow ard  the center 
of the w o rld  stage. For an in troduc tion  to T ro tsky ’s 
outlook, we suggest:

The Revolution Betrayed. A  comprehensive analysis o f the 
conflic ting social forces in  the Soviet Union. Expla ins the rea
sons fo r the difference between the socialist norms o f Len in ’s 
tim e  and the  re a lity  under S ta lin . Projects possible fu tu re  
roads. Thorough ly objective. T ro tsky  at his best. 308 pp. Paper 
$2. C lo th  $3.

The Chinese Revolution — Problems and Perspectives. A
sam pling o f T ro tsky ’s views on a subject th a t fin a lly  shook 
the w orld . 22 pp. 35 cents.

Literature and Revolution. The suppression o f Pasternak’s 
“ Dr. Zh ivago”  once again raised the question o f the place o f 
the a rtis t in  a w orkers state. The a ttitude  o f the Soviet govern
ment in  L en in ’s tim e  is expla ined in  th is  s tim u la ting  book. 
Forbidden reading in  the Soviet U nion today. 256 pp. $1.98.

Trotsky's D iary in Exile: 1935. The most personal w r it in g  
available from  T ro tsky ’s pen. Offers rare ins igh t in to  his p riva te  
life . F rom  E rich  F rom m ’s rev iew : "T h is  is a modest m an; proud 
o f his cause, proud o f the tru th  he discovers, b u t no t va in  or 
self-centered . . .”

A nd  here are some books and pam phlets you m igh t 
w ant to add to your lib ra ry ;

The Irregular Movement of History, by W illia m  F. Warde. 
A  h ig h ly  readable exp lanation o f the laws o f uneven and com
bined development, w ith  s tr ik in g  examples o f how they w o rk  
out. 51 pp. 25 cents.

Introduction to the Logic of Marxism, by W illia m  F. Warde. 
Lectures on d ia lectica l m ateria lism  tha t make i t  easier to  under
stand a d iff ic u lt subject. 73 pp. $1.

The Power Elite, by C. W rig h t M ills . A  much discussed 
book on social re la tions in  Am erica today. 423 pp. 85 cents. 
Paperback.

The W all Between, by Anne Braden. The absorbing story 
o f w ha t happened when the Bradens helped buy a home fo r a 
Negro fa m ily  in  a w h ite  neighborhood. 306 pp. $3. (R egularly 
$5.)

Pioneer Publishers 
116 Universiiy Place New York 3, N .Y.
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The AFL-CIO and Khrushchev
B y a vote o f 22 to 3, the executive 

council o f the A FL-C IO , under pressure 
from  M eany and George M. H arrison of 
the  Brotherhood of R a ilw ay Clerks, de
cided Aug. 20 to boycott Khrushchev on 
his v is it  to the U n ited  States, i t  was “ out 
o f the question,”  declared labor’s top of
fic ia ldom , fo r the federation “ to give 
recognition to the head of a governm ent 
w h ich  does not p e rm it its  own w orkers 
to  have any free trade unions.”

The three dissenting votes were cast 
by Reuther of the U n ited  A u to  W orkers, 
James B. Carey o f the In te rna tion a l 
U n ion  of E lec trica l W orkers, and O. A. 
K n ig h t o f the A tom ic, O il and Chem ical 
W orkers In te rna tion a l Union. T h e ir v iew  
d id  not d iffe r in  substance from  th a t of 
M eany and Harrison. They though t tha t 
re fus ing to  ta lk  w ith  Khrushchev about 
ways and means o f ending the cold w ar 
w ou ld  “ isolate”  labor from  a ll the.groups 
seeking to achieve peace. They though t 
i t  shrewder to meet Khrushchev and te ll 
h im  to his face w ha t they though t about 
h im .

In  the o ffic ia l statement seeking to 
ju s t ify  th is  a ttitude , the executive com- 
m ittee  accused the K re m lin  o f a “ drive  
to conquer the w o rld  and rem old i t  on 
the patte rn  of the Soviet ty ra n n y .”  
They pointed to p roh ib ition  o f free trade 
unions in  the USSR, the existence of 
slave-labor camps and the “ m urde r of 
thousands of Hungarians figh ting  fo r th e ir  
na tiona l independence and freedom.”  The 
Soviet regime, they said, “ has destroyed 
a ll democratic righ ts  and libe rties  in  its  
own coun try ”  and is “ now seeking to sub
v e r t and destroy the r igh ts  and liberties  
w h ich  we Am ericans cherish dearly  in  
our coun try .”

I f  the A F L -C IO  offic ia ls are so sure 
o f th e ir  position w h y  do they refuse to 
meet w ith  Khrushchev? Even i f  they 
couldn ’t  convince the head of the Soviet 
government, they  could gain w ide pub
l ic ity  on how the restoration o f demo
cra tic  righ ts  in  the Soviet U nion w ou ld  
help achieve peace.

W hat is th e ir  a lternative? W ar on 
the Soviet bloc?

A m erica ’s labor bureaucrats are not 
in  ve ry  good position to c ritic ize  the 
Soviet bureaucrats. They ru n  th e ir  own 
unions in  a ty ra n n ica l fashion th a t is not 
much d iffe ren t from  K re m lin  practices. 
Dissidents can expect any th ing  from

sum m ary expulsion, w ith  its  accompany
ing  depriva tion  o f a live lihood, to a w o rk 
ing  over by  the strong-arm  squad. De
mocracy is not something th a t M eany 
and the rest can po in t to in  the unions 
they rule.

As fo r  po litics, the Am erican trade 
unions are among the least free in  the 
w orld . They have been tied  by  the 
bureaucrats to the Dem ocratic machine. 
As m embers of the same p a rty  as the 
lynch-m inded, labor-ha ting  S o u t h e r n  
bourbons, M eany and -Reuther make a 
sorry spectacle ca lling  Khrushchev to 
account fo r the suppression o f the H un
garian workers.

A nd  tied  as they  are to the po litica l 
policies of Am erican big business, M eany 
and Reuther are in  no position to accuse 
the Soviet U nion o f a “ d r ive ”  fo r w orld  
conquest. They were among W a ll S treet’s 
most vociferous propagandists in  W orld  
W ar I I .  They backed the cold w ar from  
the beginning. They favored T rum an ’s 
p lung ing  Am erica in to  the Korean, con
flic t. They have stood among those press
ing  most pers is ten tly  fo r s tockp iling  
atom bombs and ra tt lin g  the H-bomb 
against the Soviet Union.

They appear to fear th a t the ex
change o f v is its  between Eisenhower and 
Khrushchev signifies a thaw  in  the cold 
w ar, a re laxa tion  of in te rna tion a l ten 
sions, th a t m ig h t be reflected in  a drop 
in  armaments contracts.

From  th e ir  v ie w p o in t th is  would be 
a disaster, fo r  i t  w ould mean a d ip  in 
the p rosperity  based on spending fo r war, 
w orkers w ou ld  be la id  off, and pressures 
w ou ld  m ount on the bureaucrats to open 
up a p o lit ica l a lte rna tive  to supporting 
the cap ita lis t system.

As ardent supporters o f Am erican 
capita lism , i t  makes l i t t le  difference 
w hether or not they agree to ta lk  w ith  
Khrushchev. The head of the Soviet gov
ernm ent w ould  be qu ite  jus tified  in  
lis ten ing  to them  w ith  iron ic  contempt. 
W hy deal w ith  the house servants when 
the master of the  house is w ill in g  to ta lk?

The declaration of the A F L -C IO  ex
ecutive po licy  is an expression of the 
federa tion ’s fo re ign  policy. I t  echoes the 
aims of A m erican im peria lism . As a re
flection of the reactionary domestic p o li
tics of the un ion brass i t  should serve to 
rem ind  m ilita n ts  how  pressing the need 
is fo r a new leadership in  the labor move
ment.

Advice to Job-Hunters
I f  you ’re job -hunting , i t ’s best to 

have a “ cold and hu n g ry ”  look. Th is is 
the advice of Lawrence Farran t, financia l 
w r ite r  of the N.Y. W orld-Telegram .

F a rra n t says the corporations use 
psych ia tris ts  to screen “ crackpots.”  They 
w an t applicants “ b r ig h t enough to p lug 
in  the r ig h t t p lug  bu t not such geniuses 
th a t they w ould  get bored doing i t . ”

Up to a hundred years ago, candi
dates fo r positions on Southern p lanta
tions were placed on the block. Before

purchase, they were scrutin ized, especial
ly  fo r crackpot tendencies such as inc lina 
tion  to rebel.

A m erica  has made some progress 
since then, bu t the auctioneer’s block 
seems on ly  to have been stream lined.

So where the un ion has no say, a 
job -hun te r m ig h t apply past experience. 
T ry  to look as strong as a m ule, meek as 
a sheep and in te llig e n t as an ox. T ha t’s 
s t i l l  the model w o rke r as the labor ex
p lo ite r sees it.

Behind the Polio Epidemic
Four years ago the w o rld  heard the 

th r i l l in g  news th a t D r. Jonas Salk had 
perfected an anti-po lio  vaccine. As the 
vaccine w ent in to  general use the num ber 
of polio cases dropped sharply. Everyone 
was confident tha t one more plague was 
being e lim inated. B u t th is  year there 
has been a fr ig h te n in g  increase of polio. 
Why?

D id  the vaccine prove less effective 
than expected? Was i t  impossible to pro
duce i t  in  su ffic ien t quantities? Is there a 
shortage of doctors and nurses to adm in
is te r the inoculations? D e fin ite ly  not. 
M any ch ild ren  are now cripp led and 
some are dead s im p ly  because the power
fu l m edical tru s t placed pro fits  before 
hum an welfare.

Th is was exposed a n  an - Aug. 19 
a rtic le  by the w ide ly-read W ashington 
reporter, D rew  Pearson. The a rtic le  was 
entitled , “ Fear o f “Socia lization”  Is Cause 
of Polio Rise.”

The o ffic ia l explanation o f the U.S. 
P ub lic  H ea lth  Service fo r  the increase in  
polio  is th a t com m unity  inocu la tion  
drives, spurred by  the increased out
breaks of the disease, have b rought about 
a shortage of the vaccine.

“ However, w ha t the people aren’t 
being to ld ,”  says Pearson, “ is tha t the 
a la rm ing  increase o f the c ripp ling  disease, 
p lus the vaccine shortage, m igh t have 
been avoided, or at least lessened, i f  
m any local medical societies had not 
blocked mass Salk vaccine im m uniza tion .”

One of the w orst outbreaks o f polio 
th is  year h it  Des Moines, Iowa. Two 
years ago, Pearson recalls, the Iow a State 
M edica l Society w ent on record against 
“ mass im m unization  . . . w ith o u t (doctor) 
fees fo r  adm in is tra tion .”

“ In  o ther words,”  Pearson added, 
“ the Iowa M edical Society wanted Iowans 
to go to the office o f each in d iv id u a l 
doctor and pay a $4 or $5 fee fo r each 
Salk vaccine shot, ra the r than have the 
shots adm inistered on a mass, .cu t-ra te  
basis by  nurses under the supervision of 
doctors.”

C iting  o ther examples of resistance 
to pub lic  im m un iza tion  drives, Pearson 
charges th a t th is  fact has been covered 
up by  the d irec to r of the U.S. Public 
H ea lth  Service, D r. Le roy  Burney.

B u t members of B u rney ’s staff, says 
Pearson, are less discreet. “ They are em
phatic  th a t had the m edical societies of 
a ll states cooperated in  mass inoculation 
programs, instead o f c ry ing  about “so
cialized m edicine,’ there w ould be no polio 
epidem ic today.”

S ho rtly  a fte r his vaccine was firs t 
announced, D r. Salk was asked on T V  i f  
he in te n d e d  to patent the new discovery. 
The scientist looked at the in te rv ie w e r 
in  astonishment and rep lied  he w ould  no 
more dream o f doing so than he w ould 
t r y  to patent the beneficia l rays o f the 
sun.

B u t th a t’s not the a ttitude  of the 
men who con tro l the m edical societies. 
They are w ill in g  to see ch ild ren  on 
crutches or in  wheel chairs fo r  l ife  ra the r 
than give up the $5 fees.

A  fu ll-sca le federa l campaign of mass 
inoculations against po lio  is u rgen tly  
needed. A nd  i t  w ou ld  also be a fine idea, 
we th in k , i f  the Am erican people to ld  the 
medical association th a t socialized m edi
cine—from  pub lic  inoculations to a gov
ernm ent-financed hea lth  insurance plan 
th a t covers everyone fu l ly  —  is exactly  
w ha t they  w ant.

"Time off to march in the Labor Day Parade? Why, you're living 
off the fa t of the land!"

They'll Thank Their Grandparents 
For Making Forecast Come True

B y Alex H arte
As Khrushchev makes his 

tou r of the U nited States, i t  is 
fa ir ly  safe to pred ict that in  
one tow n or another, w h ile  
banqueting w ith  one or an
other industria lis t, banker, or 
Democratic or Republican chief, 
he w il l  say something lik e  
th is: " I  can prophesy tha t your 
grandchildren in  Am erica w il l  
live  under socialism."

Khrushchev said i t  before—in  
a program televised in  1957 fo r  
the Am erican audience. I f  
mem ory serves us r ig h t, B u l
ganin said i t  s t i l l  earlier, be
fore he was purged. A nd  Koz
lov repeated i t  on his recent 
tou r o f the country.

Each time, the press has re 
sponded to  the prophesy as i f  
i t  had been given the ho t foot. 
R idiculous! Never! N ot in  fa 
bulously w ea lthy  Am erica!

A nd  the editors ca re fu lly  ex
p la in  th a t Am erican w orkers 
enjoy such a h igh standard of 
l iv in g  tha t they w i l l  continue 
to re ject socialism long a fte r 
th e ir g randch ild ren  are in  po
s ition to decide questions of 
government.

The argum ent reveals more 
than the editors perhaps in 
tended. They c learly  associate 
the m ovem ent tow ard  social
ism w ith  the wishes- o f the 
w o rk in g  class. A nd  they relate 
the power o f these wishes to 
the standard of l iv in g  the 
w orkers enjoy.

So we need on ly visualize a 
tu rn  of events tha t underm ines 
the standard of l iv in g  and 
propels the w o rk ing  class in to  
mass p o litica l action to see tha t 
socialism w ould  be ve ry  much 
on the agenda in Am erica.

For example, i f  the economy 
plunged into a m a jo r depres
sion like  th a t o f the th irties , 
then socialism w ould  ra p id ly  
become a centra l issue in  
Am erican politics.

Is such a poss ib ility  fantas
tic? The recession o f 1957-58, 
lik e  the previous postwar re 
cessions, was another w arn ing  
sign tha t Am erican prosperity 
is je rry -rigged . A  m a jo r cu t in  
governm ent spending fo r  a rm 
aments could precip ita te  . a 
crisis fa r  deeper than any in  
the past.

W hat the cap ita lis t press 
banks on in  try in g  to p u t over 
its  argum ent is the popular 
misconception o f the nature of 
socialism. Socialism, they, te ll 
us day in  and day out, means 
the to ta l destruction o f democ
racy, the end o f free trade 
unions, oppression of nationa l 
m inorities, a one-party system, 
personal d ictatorship, thought 
control, a secret p o lit ica l po
lice, purges, fram e-up tr ia ls  
and slave-labor camps.

As “ proof”  they po in t to  the 
Soviet bloc. There, they insist, 
is a l iv in g  example of social
ism in  practice.

This is s im p ly  no t true. So
cia lism  is an in te rna tiona l sys
tem based on w ha t w o rld -w ide

A  Discussion of 
China's Communes

The M ilita n t is cu rren tly  fea
tu r in g  a series on C hina’s Com
munes by D aniel Roberts. The 
firs t artic le , “ A  Step Ahead in  
the R evolu tion”  appeared last 
week.

A no the r artic le , “ C h i n a ’ s 
H ard S truggle Against N ature,”  
w i l l  appear nex t week. The 
other tw o  artic les w il l  discuss 
the U.S. State D epartm ent’s 
charge th a t the Communes rep
resent “ s lavery”  and the claim  
o f certain radicals tha t they 
m ark the establishm ent of 
genuine communism.

capita lism  ' has achieved. So 
long as capita lism  continues to 
ex is t in  the m a jo r indus tria l 
countries, socialism c a n n o t  
come in to  existence.

A t best socialist princip les 
can be applied on ly  p a rtia lly  
and one-sidedly in  isolated 
countries. U nder Lenin and 
T ro tsky  such princ ip les were 
applied in  the Soviet U nion 
and they s t i l l  continue to ex
ist there in the fo rm  of p lan 
ned economy and the govern
ment monopoly o f f o r e i g n  
trade. . ,

B u t the Soviet bureaucracy 
tha t came to pow er under 
S ta lin , d istorted and deformed 
these measures so th a t they 
are scarcely recognizable as 
connected w ith  socialism.

Even at that they , proved 
th e ir in trins ic  dynam ism. Des
p ite  the parasitic bureaucracy, 
w h ich  is p r im a rily  interested 
in  its own priv ileges and pow 
er, planned economy enabled 
the Soviet U nion to overtake 
European capita lism  in  record 
tim e and even to begin cha l
lenging the supremacy of the 
U nited States.

In  arguing th a t the Soviet 
bloc is a socialist system, the 
cap ita lis t press takes advantage 
of the propaganda o f the K re m 
lin  bureaucrats w ho cla im  tha t 
socialism has been achieved in  
the Soviet Union.

The cap ita lis t propagandists 
do not dispute th is  cla im . They 
accept i t  and use i t  against ac
ceptance of socialism here. 
C learly, the lies o f the bureau
crats .in ju re  the defense of 
w ha t is progressive in  the So
v ie t Union.

The economic system in  the 
Soviet bloc is transitiona l. The 
capita lists have been displaced, 
p lanning has been institu ted , 
b u t socialism s t il l  rem ain^ to 
be won.'

The Soviet w o rk in g  people 
have shown in  m any ways th a t 
they w il l  never re tu rn  to capi
ta lis t ru le . T he ir d rive  is fo r 
w ard  to the fina l goal o f so
cialism. The revolts th a t oc
curred in  East Germ any in 
1953, in  H ungary and in  Po
land in  1956 showed th is  in  
the most dram atic way.

These revo lts  demonstrated 
th a t the w orkers under K re m 
lin  ru le  w an t democracy such 
as they enjoyed under Lenin. 
They w ant an end to special 
p riv ilege  and to the w hole 
bureaucratic drag on th e ir 
planned economy.

They are a ll fo r having the ir 
grandchildren live  under so
cia lism  bu t  they see no reason 
w hy the present generation 
should not enjoy its benefits.

S im ila r tendencies are e v i
dent in  o ther parts o f the 
w orld . The p opu la rity  o f the 
Soviet U nion and the People’s 
Republic of China th roughout 
the colonial areas is’ b u t a way 
o f expressing a desire fo r  so
cia lism  r ig h t now. In  Europe, 
too, the w o rk ing  class since the 
end of W orld  W ar I I  has re 
peatedly demonstrated a ten 
dency to end cap ita lism  and 
establish socialism.

The cap ita lis t press has a 
po in t when i t ’ cites the w eak
ness of the socialist movem ent 
in  Am erica today. B u t its  fear 
o f the pow er of socialist ideas 
shows every tim e i t  buries K a rl 
M a rx  —  w hich  is about every 
other day du ring  the week and 
tw ice in each Sunday supple
ment.
 Am erican w orkers live  in  in 

security. Who knows how long 
before we are plunged in to  
nuclear war? Whose job  is 
guaranteed? H ow many enjoy 
wages th a t au tom atica lly  keep 
up w ith  the cost o f liv ing?

W ho can look fo rw a rd  to a 
com fortable l iv in g  in  old age? 
W hat about rac ia l pre jud ice 
and police b ru ta lity?

These insecurities con tinua l
ly  gnaw at peace of m ind. 
People capable o f th in k in g — 
and th a t is the big m a jo rity  in 
the long run—have no choice 
b u t to  probe fo r  the causes 
th a t p revent us fro m  enjoying 
a p lanet free from  w a r and 
poverty  and hate.

I t  takes no great im agination 
to see w hat abundance our in 
dustria l system could pour out 
i f  i t  were run  ra tio n a lly  in 
stead of fo r the profits o f a 
handfu l of b illiona ires.

Such thoughts r un in  the 
channel o f socialism. When 
Khrushchev prophesies th a t our 
grandchildren w il l  live  under 
socialism, his p red iction  w il l  
undoubtedly come true.

B u t. they w il l,  we th in k , 
thank th e ir  grandparents fo r 
achieving i t— and over K ru sh 
chev’s as w e ll as W a ll S treet’s 
resistance.

The American 
W ay of Life

Thank Cod for Our Sense of Humor
M ilto n  Celestin, a 25-year-old spastic in fa n tile  para l

ysis v ic tim , te lls  in  the Aug. 22 P ittsbu rgh  C ourie r how 
five carloads o f New Orleans police pu lled  up to a bus 
on w hich he was seated a fte r*----------------------------------------------------
they had been called by the 
d rive r. Celestin had ventured 
to rem onstrate w ith  the d rive r 
—  a new one on the lin e  —  
about paying an unca lled-fo r 
extra  fare.

Tw o of the cops came in to  
the bus and said, “ W hat’s the 
trouble?”

“ M eanw hile,”  the cripp led  
Negro w rites, “ the other po
licemen were shouting, ‘B rin g  
the black s.o.b. ou t here !’ I  
was shoved to the door where 
a young o ffice r rushed me and 
kicked me in  the gr oin.

“ I  doubled up in  pain, I  fe ll 
to the street and was kicked 
and punched as I  la y  there. I  
tr ied  to exp la in  th a t I  was a 
spastic cr ipp le  and they d id n ’t 
have to k ic k  me. I  was kicked 
again, th is  tim e in  the chest, 
w hich cu t m y breath. I  began 
to trem ble  v io le n tly  fro m  too 
much excitem ent. M y  nerves 
were shattered; I  had no con- 
t r o l over m y body.

“ I  was dragged to  a car, 
then knocked unconscious by a 
b low  from  a b i l ly  w r apped in  
a handkerch ie f . . .  I  fe lt  m y 
self being dragged from  a car, 
then struck and k icked tim e 
and tim e again. I  was numbed. 
I  couldn’t  even c ry  out. A l l  I 
could do was g run t u n t i l  I  
passed out again.

“ The next th in g  I  rem em ber 
was ly in g  on a floor w ith  about 
e ight policemen standing on 
m y body, arms, hands, legs 
and feet. I  was in  the  F irs t 
Pr ecinct S tation. Pain seared 
m y en tire  body as though 
someone were constantly pou r
ing bo iling  w a te r over me.

" I  begged to be le ft alone. 
I t  appeared t hat the officers 
were being amused and en te r
ta ined by m y pleadings. The 
desk sergeant asked w hat 
charge he should place against 
me. One officer said, ' I  don't 
know '; another said, 'D is tu rb 
ing the peace by being loud 
and boisterous.'

“ I  was th row n  in to  a cell. I 
can’t  stand being closed in. I 
lost consciousness again. When 
I  r egained m y senses I  was 
being car r ied out. One o f the 
officers w ho had k icked me, 
took me by the  head and 
rammed both fists in to  m y

temples, w h ich  caused me to 
go b lind  tem pora rily . I  swung 
out w ild ly  and was knocked, 
down, kicked and beaten some 
more.

“ S till b linded, I  was led to 
the desk. The sergeant to ld  me 
he was going to le t me go 
home. They seated me in  a 
cha ir and tr ie d  to  calm  me.

“ One policeman, back o f the 
desk, said, ‘Shoot h im  and 
he’l l  be one n igger less in  the  
w orld , and nobody w il l  care.’

“ I turned around, a fra id  to  
leave, a fr aid o f being shot in  
the back. The desk sergeant 
to ld  me to go ahead, he wasn’t  
going to le t anybody shoot me.
I  le ft the precinct, w en t to  a 
nearby club and called a fr ie n d  
who took me home.”

Tha t the New Orleans cops 
are not the on ly  racists who 
appreciate th is  k in d  o f hum or 
is proved by  an A ug. 25 Asso
ciated Press dispatch fro m  Ra
leigh, N.C.

Roger E arl W illiam s, a 38- 
year-o ld w h ite  fa rm er was 
charged w ith  m anslaughter " in  
the death of a Negro he said 
he had shot as a joke . . . "  ’*

W illiam s to ld  t he cou rt th a t 
the Negro, W illia m  Person, 28, 
“ had been a f r iend o f his and 
tha t he had fired  at h im  in  fu n  
to make h im  run  faster. The 
b u lle t str uck M r. Person in  the 
back.”

A  magistrate, a hum oris t 
h im self, cleared the p ractica l 
jo ke r o f any blame, b u t la te r 
a grand ju ry  ind ic ted  W illiam s 
fo r  manslaughter.

W hen the case came up, the 
judge appeared to th in k  th a t 
the joke  had m isf i r ed some
w hat. He gave W illiam s a sus
pended sentence o f three to 
five year s.

He tempered th is  exerc ise o f 
justice w ith  m ercy fo r  the 
dead Negro’s w ife  and fo u r 
ch ild ren  by order ing  W illiam s 
to pay the fa m ily  $2,750.

—  Paul A bbot t

JU STIC E W IT H  MERCY
Tw o N ew  Y o rk  s lum  land 

lords w ere b rough t in to  court 
a fte r ch ild ren  o f th e ir  tenants 
were b itten  by rats. They were 
fined $50 each.

Headlines in Other Lands
Africans Angered  
By French Plans 
For Sahara A-Tests

A frica n  hatred o f French 
im peria lism  is being deepened 
by the decision o f the de Gaulle 
regime to go ahead w ith  plans 
fo r  atom ic tests in  the Sahara 
despite w idespread p r otest. The 
independent nations in  A f r ica 
and those becoming independ
ent th is year are being jo ined 
by Morocco and Tunis ia  in  
opposing the scheduled ex 
plosions. B o th  o f these coun
tries s ti l l  have French troops 
garrisoned on th e ir  soil. T u n i
sian President Bourguiba, who 
has been seeking to obtain 
w ith d ra w a l o f the troops by 
concilia ting  French author ities, 
nevertheless s u p p o r t e d  the 
other A frica n  nations in  con
dem ning plans fo r  “ releasing 
a new te rro r on A frica .”

Jail African W om en  
For Protesting 
Government Curbs

Racist au thorities in  South 
A fr ica  ja iled  118 women Aug. 
19 a fte r they declared they 
were e ithe r unable or u n w ill
ing  to pay $28 fines imposed 
fo r dem onstrating against new 
restrictions on the e n try  of 
A fricans in to  cities and towns. 
T hey  also protested increased 
taxes. M any w en t to prison 
w ith  babies strapped on the ir 
backs.

The governm ent’s ban on 
workers coming in to  cities was 
enacted to force A fricans to  ac
cept w o rk  from  w h ite  p lan 
ta tion  - owners at star vation 
wages. Two A f r icans were k i l l 
ed when the police attacked 
demonstrations in  w h ich  the 
women sought to p u t pressures 
on fa rm  w orkers to s tr ike  fo r 
h igher pay.

Millions in Italy  
Undernourished

The average Ita lia n  eats on ly 
42 pounds of meat a year and 
d rinks on ly  52 quarts of m ilk . 
The average d a ily  in take of 
calories is ju s t a h a ir above 
the 2,500 m in im um  necessary 
to  sustain the strength o f a 
w o rk in g  man. This average

means tha t in  Southern Ita ly , 
where the standar ds o f l iv in g  
is lowest, m illions  don’t  get 
enough to eat.

These facts wer e revealed 
Aug. 20 in a report o f the 
C entra l A u th o r ity  of the Eu- 
r opean Common M ar ket. I t  
found th a t a day labore r in  the 
Po R ive r delta r egion eats 
meat once every tw o  months. 
For breakfast he has on ly  a 
cup o f im ita tio n  coffee made of 
r oasted wheat and bar ley. For 
lunch, i t ’s bread and sar dines. 
The evening meal is usua lly  a 
th ic k  potato soup. A g ric u ltu ra l 
w or ker s in the south and on 
Sardin ia subsist on even less 
nourishm ent.

Baghdad Pact 
(W ithout Baghdad) 
Gets New Name

• The U.S.-sponsored m ilita ry  
alliance in  the M ideast has un 
dergone a change o f name. I t  
w i l l  now  be called CENTO, 
short fo r  C entra l T reaty O r
ganization.
> I t  used to  be called the 
Baghdad Pact, because its  k in g 
p in  was the ty rann ica l regim e 
of K in g  Feisal in  Iraq , whose 
capita l  is Baghdad.

When t he Ira q i masses over
th rew  the monarchy last year, 
they demanded tha t the new 
gover nm ent p u ll ou t of the 
p ro -im peria lis t alliance. The 
governm ent complied, and the 
Baghdad Pact (now  w ith o u t 
Baghdad) was forced to change 
its name.

U.S. "Aid'' Helps 
Generals, Not 
Iranian People

W ashington’s effor ts to sup- 
p ress national-independence as
p ira tions in  Iran  th rough the 
d ic ta to ria l regime i t  helped in 
sta ll there is on ly  deepening 
pro-nationa list, anti-U .S. senti
ment, w rites  a W a ll Street 
Journal correspondent Aug. 24. 
He reports the fo llo w in g  r eac- 
tion  of a conservative, m idd le- 
class Iran ian : “ W hy doesn’t
Am er ica give money on ly  fo r 
those th ings tha t rea lly  help 
the people, and then keep t r ack 
of every  b it  o f i t  so i t  w on’t 
go to governm ent offic ia ls and 
generals who ju s t p u t i t  in

banks in  Sw itzerland?
“ Am er icans don’t  look to  see 

w he ther a regim e has any 
popular support . . . There’s no 
democracy . . . There are tw o 
po litica l pa rt ies her e. Forget 
them ; they ar e both set up by 
the governm ent and no rea l 
opposition is pe rm itted .”

Leaders of Iraqi 
Communist Party 
Kowtow to Kassem

Top offic ia ls o f I r aq’s Com
m unist P a rty  have warned 
th e ir supporters th a t they have 
no in ten tion  of lead ing a 
wor kers’ b id  fo r  pow er in  th a t 
country. A n  o ffic ia l declaration 
r ea ffirm ing  th is stand was pub
lished in  the p a rty ’s o ffic ia l 
Baghdad newspaper and re- 
pr in ted app rov ing ly  by Pravda, 
voice o f the Soviet C om m unist 
Party , according to an Aug. 21 
C hris tian  Science M o n ito r dis
patch.

The statem ent to ld  the CP 
member ship th a t i t  m ust accept 
the “ necessity o f a long coex
istence”  w ith  the governm ent 
o f P rem ier A bde l Kassem. 
There w il l  be a “ gradual 
purge,”  extending fro m  the CP 
ranks in to  the leadership, o f 
those u n w illin g  to accept long
term  collaboration w ith  Kas- 
sem’s m ilita ry  regime.

Soviet A id  Offer 
To Bolivia 
Puts U.S. on Spot

The po litica l cris is of the 
pro -U.S. B o liv ian  governm ent 
has been sharpened by a So
v ie t offer of financia l aid to 
tha t coun try ’s hard  - pressed 
state-operated o il industry. A l 
though A m er ican business in 
terests pumped out B o liv ia n ’ 
resources fo r  years, W ashing
ton has been cu ttin g  back on 
its extrem ely lim ite d  aid p ro 
gram. I t  has r efused to g ran t 
funds fo r  the urgently-needed 
r e-equipm ent o f B o liv ia ’s na-‘  
tiona lly-ow ned o il and m in ing  
industries. The Soviet U nion 
offered a loan of about a h a lf 
b illio n  do lla rs, repayable in  40 
years at 2% interest. The con
trasting  Soviet and Am er ican 
appoa ch e s has intensified the 
popular demand fo r  an end to 
U.S. ties.



$ 2 3 5  for Your 
Second Toe
E dito r:

The W orkm en’s Compensation 
A c t in  W ashington is a w e ird  
study in  vivisection, w ith  stan
dard prices fo r each p a rt d is
membered. The in ju re d  w orker, 
fo r  example, w i l l  receive $235 
fo r  the second o r th ird  toe when 
amputated, a l it t le  more fo r the 
great toe and less fo r  the fo u rth  
o r f i f th  toe.

So i t  goes. Every p a rt o f the 
anatom y has a fixed re ta il price, 
p lus a lim ite d  extra  am ount fo r 
hospita liza tion, doctors and m ed
ication.

I f  a w o rke r is k ille d  in  an in 
dus tria l  accident, his w idow  or 
nearest o f  k in  w i l l  receive $7,500 
ou t o f w h ich  she can pay bu ria l 
expenses. B u t i t  re a lly  doesn’t 
pay fo r  the w o rke r to get k ille d  
ou trigh t. He is w o rth  consider
ab ly  m ore on the ins ta llm en t 
p lan  —  an eye now, a finger 
l ater, a toe, maybe a hand. N ot 
on ly  is the to ta l paym ent h igher 
b u t he also enjoys a much need
ed rest in  the hospital. A nd  his 
friends get to b ring  h im  flowers 
w h ile  he is s ti l l  alive.

The setup is considerate of 
his employer, too. I f  a w o rke r 
is in ju red  or k ille d  on a job  his 
em ployer can’t  be sued fo r  dam 
ages. The w o rke r is en titled  on ly  
to  the  am ount s tipu la ted  in  the 
law .

The em ployer pays a small 
m o n th ly  stipend fo r  th is  service

w hich  saves h im  thousands o f 
dollars in  damage suits, lawyers 
fees, etc.

A fte r  considering a ll these 
facts, ou r local un ion  leaders de
cided to do something about a 
better deal fo r  industria l-acci- 
dent victim s. They w ent lo b b y
ing  down to O lym pia  and swap
ped jokes w ith  our various l ib 
era l Democratic “ friends”  in  the 
state legislature. A nd  they ac
tu a lly  got a couple o f b ills  pass
ed.

A fte r  days o f hard strugg le  in 
the O lym pia  cockta il lounges, 
they d id  some horse-trading. 
They swapped o ff some O ld-Age 
Assistance provisions fo r  tw o  
new clauses in  the compensation 
act.

The firs t provides coverage to 
“ certa in ja n ito r ia l and m a in ten
ance personnel.”  The second as
sures the replacement o f eye 
glasses broken in  in dus tria l ac
cidents.

Just th in k  how  fo rtuna te  a 
w o rke r w i l l  now  be i f  he hap
pens to be a ja n ito r who gets his 
glasses broken w hen the eleva
to r fa lls  on h im .

Jack W righ t 
Seattle

Thinks Socialists 
Should M ake Bid 
To Consumers
Edito r:

Congratu lations on the com
prehensiveness o f the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  convention reso-

lu tion , “ Tow ard the I960 Elec
tions,”  published in  you r Ju ly  
27 issue. I t  was a w o rk  of 
thorough analysis.

I  realize th a t in  such docu
ments a socialist convention 
can not cover a ll o f the  crimes 
of the cap ita lis t profiteers, bu t 
a paragraph inc lud ing  some o f 
the points made in  yo u r columns 
does seem missin g. For example, 
the w ay production is cu t back 
ju s t to  increase or ho ld  the line  
on prices. The steel monopolists 
provide a good example o f how  
to c ircum vent the law  o f supply 
and demand.

W hich rem inds me o f the cor
respondence, etc., in  you r col
umns about the need fo r a th ird  
party , w h ich  is 100% correct as 
a program. W h ile  I  am a strong 
be liever in  socialism (even the 
rea lis tic  USSR va rie ty ) I  th in k  
the name o f a socialist pa rty  
should be fo rm u la ted  so th a t i t  
w ou ld  also be a ttrac tive  to  our 
da ily-gypped c o n s u m e r s  and 
taxpayers.  I ’m  not ingenious 
enough to  devise a name, bu t i t  
should have an im m ediate ap
peal to  consumers, w orkers and 
taxpayers alike, i f  possible. (The 
w ord  “ progressive”  is m eaning
less.)

Today in  Pennsylvania, three 
d iffe ren t governm ent divisions 
require  ta x  docum entary stamps 
on deeds. This alone w ou ld  jus- 
t i fy  a  “ revo lu tion ”  by  small 
home-owners —  as such taxes 
d id  in  1776.

J. K.
Pennsylvania

Which World for Nancy?
B y M arve l Scholl

She is on ly  three and a ha lf. W ith  her 
blonde curls and p ix y  face, w iry  l i t t le  body 
tha t is never s till, Nancy commands a great 
and enfo ld ing  love from  everyone w ho belongs 
to  her. A l l  o f her fa m ily , inc lud ing  her almost 
contem porary cousin, shower th is  ch ild  w ith  a 
special k ind  o f love —  almost as though each 
was try in g  to  protect her from  a danger she 
doesn't know  exists. And th is should not have 
to  be.

Nancy is a pe rfec tly  norm al l i t t le  g ir l,  no t 
handicapped in  any way. She has perfect 
vision, s tra igh t and s tu rdy  lim bs, a b rig h t m ind.

Ye t she is m oving  in to  an age w hen know 
ledge w ith o u t understanding is going to  h u rt 
her. For, despite her blonde curls and apricot- 
and-cream complexion, Nancy is p a rt ly  Negro.

She has no conception o f “ color.”  H er 
friends and nursery school mates are a ll colors. 
Y e t somebody, p robab ly  a ch ild , has already 
torm ented th is  baby w ith  the fac t th a t she isn ’t  
l i l y  w hite .

I caught a b rie f glimpse in to  her awakening 
consciousness one n ig h t recen tly  and w ha t I  
saw troub led  m e.

Rosy and clean, her h a ir brushed, she 
nestled in  m y lap  fo r  a bedtime story. We w ent 
th rough  M other Goose, C aptain Peter, the Three 
L it t le  Pigs and Raggedy Anne. Then came the 
new  book —  about three l i t t le  g ir l k ittens, a ll 
dressed up in  th e ir  m other’s clothes. One was 
black, one w h ite , the o ther m ixed b lack and 
w h ite . We read along fo r  a fe w  pages and
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suddenly her l i t t le  finger darted ou t to po in t 
at a p icture.

“ Tha t’s me,”  she said.
“ W hich one is you, darling?" I asked and 

pointed, beginning at the le ft, to  the  firs t 
k itte n  —  the  b lack one.

Her l it t le  body new up. “ No. n o ." she storm - 
ed. " I 'm  not  black! I'm  not b lack !"  A nd she 
began to cry. 

A  sm all i ncident —  yes. I f  i t  were no t fo r  
the b ig problem  behind it.

A l l  ch ild ren  have an ina lienable  r ig h t — 
bu t a r ig h t w h ich  no ch ild  born under capita lism  
enjoys —  the r ig h t to  a decent, pre jud ice-free 
w o rld  where w o rth  is determ ined by  action, no t 
by  color, creed, o r na tiona l o rig in .

A l l  ch ild ren  should have another r ig h t —  to 
ho ld  th e ir heads h igh  and proud. Secure in  the 
know ledge th a t no one is th e ir  master.

That is w ha t we w ho love her w an t fo r 
Nancy. Tha t is one o f the  reasons w e are a ll 
fighters fo r socialism fo r  a w o rld  where greed 
and p ro fit no longer ex is t; w here education, 
cu ltu re  and economic security are taken fo r  
granted; where a ll ch ild ren  can g row  and live  
and learn and expand. N o t be cowed, fe a rfu l 
and in h ib ite d  as cap ita lis t society seeks to 
shape them .

Nancy is lucky. She has a socialist fam i ly  
and hundreds o f socialist friends to he lp  her 
understand the w o rld  she lives in  and the w o rld  
we are figh ting  to bu ild . She w i l l  grow  up, proud 
o f both her races, he r head high.

I t  should be so fo r  a ll ch ildren.

A  F IR ST-C LASS DOG —  A n  arm y gen
era l’s pet Ir is h  Setter, and tw o  sergeants as
signed to care fo r  h im , sailed to K orea in  firs t- 
class accommodations on a troopship. M ean
w h ile  2,135 men, inc lud ing  tw o  Korean doctors, 
sweltered below  deck in  quarters no rm a lly  
ho ld ing  1,698 berths. One o f the  men aboard 
w ro te  to  a San Francisco paper describing the 
incident. A rm ed forces spokesmen said tha t 
m any dogs are transported overseas fo r A rm y  
fam ilies and tha t i t  was standard procedure fo r  
“ Korean males [to ] go troop class.”  He added 
th a t the sergeants w ou ld  have been g iven firs t- 
class quarters even i f  they weren’t  sweeping up 
a fte r the dog. The man w ho w ro te  the le tte r 
f r om the ho ld  is a sergeant.

*  *  *

NOT R E LY IN G  ON CON EDISO N —  New
Y o rk ’s pow er fa ilu re  Aug. 17 could have caused 
a “ disastrous breakdow n”  in  m un ic ipa l hos
p ita l service, warned H ospita l Commissioner 
D r. M orris  Jacobs. On Aug. 22, he urged tha t 
the  c ity  equip 13 hospitals w ith  emergency 
generators. E igh t o f 28 m un ic ipa l hospitals 
have th e ir  own power plants. D u ring  the break
dow n o f Consolidated Edison cables five  p re 
m ature babies in  e lectric incubators at one c ity  
hospita l had to be rushed elsewhere. “ We were 
lu c k y ,”  D r. Jacobs said. “ I f  the power fa ilu re  
had been more widespread we w ou ld  have been 
in  one h e ll o f a fix .”

* *  *
J IM  CROW IN  D ETR O IT P U B LIC  HOUS

IN G  —  The D e tro it Pub lic  Housing Commission 
discrim inates against Negro applicants fo r  pub
lic  housing, and those Negroes accepted are 
in va ria b ly  assigned to  segregated projects. A  
study 'by the D e tro it Commission on Commun- 
i t y  Relations found tha t 76% o f a ll w h ite  app li
cants were accepted fo r  p ro ject apartments 
whereas on ly 61% o f the Negroes w ho applied 
were housed. A n  applicant’s race “ does affect . . .  
the  chances o f ob ta in ing  a dw e llin g  u n it,”  the 
repo rt charged. This was denied by housing 
d irec to r H a rry  D urb in , w ho also cla im ed th a t 
assignment to  specific projects was based on 
the applicants’ choice. B u t the study showed tha t 
less than 2% o f w h ite  applicants w ere assign
ed to projects not of th e ir  own choosing w h ile  
11% o f Negro applicants were p u t in  projects 
they  had no t requested.

*  *  *  

A L A B A M A  L IB R A R IA N  FACES OUSTER
—  The Alabam a Legis la ture ’s Segregation 
Screening Com m ittee i s seeking the  rem oval o f 
Miss E m ily  Reed, d irec to r o f the A labam a P ub
lic  L ib ra ry  Service, because the  organization 
had lis ted Rev. M a rtin  L u th e r K in g ’s book,

“ S tride Toward Freedom.”  The book is an ac
count o f the  M ontgom ery bus boycott m ove
ment. State Senator E. O. Eddins an g rily  de
clared, “ I  asked Miss Reed i f  she believed in  
in teg ra tion  and she refused to te ll me. She said 
th a t had noth ing to do w ith  ru n n in g  a lib ra ry .”  
The state lib ra r ia n  firs t came under fire  fo r 
p e rm ittin g  c ircu la tion  o f the  ch ild ren ’s book, 
“ The Rabbits’ W edding,”  in  w h ich  a b lack ra b b it
m arries a w h ite  rabb it.

*  *  *

R AC IST GOVERNOR IN SISTS KEN N ED Y 
IS "F R IE N D ." — Gov. John Patterson o f A la 
bama is under fire  fro m  rab id  segregationists 
because he endorsed Massachussets Senator 
John Kennedy fo r  the  Dem ocratic presidentia l 
nom ination. A  com m ittee o f segregationists fired 
questions at h im  to  prove th a t he is “ being 
used as a guinea p ig by the Com m unist- Jewish 
integrators.”  Patterson to ld  the group th a t K en - 
nedy “ is a fr ie n d ”  and cited his ow n w h ite  
supremacist record. He said no A labam a school 
w i l l  be integrated “ unless they  pass over m y 
body.”

*  *  *

'TEM PO R ARY H Y S TE R IA ' —  The plunge 
in  stock prices fo llo w in g  the announcement o f 
the Khrushchev v is it to  the U.S. evoked news
paper advice to W all Street, “ The stock m arke t’s 
edginess over the poss ib ility  th a t peace m igh t 
break out as a resu lt o f the E isenhow er-Khrush- 
chev meetings was regarded as prem ature,”  
said the Associated Press. “ Tem porary hysteria ”  
was responsible fo r the  m arke t drop said an 
Aug. 13 ed ito ria l in  the  N ashville  Tennessean. 
P o in ting  out tha t the  governm ent does not in 
tend to give up its m u lt i-b ill io n  do lla r arms p ro 
gram, the ed ito ria l suggested: “ W hat the sm art 
operators o f W a ll Street need is tranqu ilizers 
th a t w il l  sooth th e ir  nerves and keep them  from
jum p ing  to  un justified  conclusions.”

*  *  *

TOW N F A C E S  PO LICE B R U T A L IT Y  
SU IT —  Three residents o f Lyons, Colo., are 
suing the tow nsh ip  and its ex-m arshall fo r 
$105,000 fo r assault and false arrest. Lew is M c
Laugh lin  charged th a t the m arshall, Lester 
M cFarland, stopped him  outside the tow n  lim its , 
forced h im  to tu rn  back, knocked h im  uncon
scious and th rew  h im  in  ja il. M cLaugh lin  was 
la te r released w ith  no charges made against 
h im . M r. and Mrs. E a rl Sm ith  say th a t the 
m arshall came to  th e ir  home and beat them 
a fte r they attended a m eeting o f to w n  residents 
to protest his behavior. The three v ic tim s also 
directed th e ir su it against the tow n  board be
cause they said i t  had encouraged the. “ vicious, 
wanton and b ru ta l behavior”  o f the  m arshall 
w ho resigned a few  weeks ago.

Crowd Stops 
Police from 
Shooting Boy

Members of the Negro com
m u n ity  in  St. Louis last week 
prevented tw o cops from  shoot
ing down a Negro youth. I t  
was the f if th  lim e  in  the past 
tw o months tha t Negroes in 
various parts of the country 
have acted to curb police v io 
lence.

The St. Lou is inc iden t came 
Aug. 17 when patro lm en R ich
ard Jones and Donald Strate, 
both in p la in  clothes, pursued 
a youth  they said was suspect
ed o f stealing a purse. B oth  
were fir in g  revolvers at h im .

People q u ick ly  converged on 
the cops shouting, “ Don’t  shoot 
tha t boy.”  In  a m atte r of 
minutes Jones and S trate were 
pinned against a cab by  more 
than 500 people w ho were ap
parently  unimpressed by the 
exp lanation tha t they were po
licemen.

“ I t  was the firs t tim e th a t I  
was scared since I  jo ined the 
force,”  Jones said la ter.

A  squad o f policemen, some 
carry ing  r io t guns, used police 
dogs to disperse the crowd. A 
police spokesman asserted tha t 
“ more drastic”  action w ou ld  be 
taken i f  citizens continued to 
“ in te rfe re ”  w ith  police.

On the same day in  M t. 
Vernon, N.Y., a group o f Ne
groes prevented policemen from  
arresting and m anhandling a 
Negro youth. The cops claimed 
he had ignored an order to 
move along and not b lock the 
sidewalk.

Police said tha t when re in 
forcements came to assist in  
the arrest they were greeted by 
a shower of bottles and abuse. 
In  the ensuing fracas, un iden ti
fied persons snatched the p r i
soner from  officers.

S A IN T -P A U L  IN C ID E N T

I t  was also on Aug. 17 tha t 
St. Paul police used dogs and 
fire  hoses to disperse some 300 
persons who acted to  stop po
licemen from  roughing up a 
Negro man. The cops seized 
h im  a fte r he had to ld  his w h ite  
w ife  no t to  subm it to  a cross-ex
am ination about w h y  she was in  
a Negro neighborhood. The in c i
dent reflected long-sm ouldering 
ind ignation  against harassment 
of Negroes by  St. Paul police.

The anti-N egro bias of the 
cops was crude ly  b u t p la in ly  
expressed by Police Chief 
W illia m  Proetz at an open 
meeting o f the St. Paul N AAC P 
called to discuss the incident.

Proetz b lu n tly  stated tha t he 
had ordered his cops to stop 
any “ suspicious”  person and 
demand identifica tion . I f  the 
persons stopped were u n w illin g  
or unable to produce satisfac
to ry  iden tifica tion  he said, the 
police were to arrest them  by 
w hatever means they deemed 
necessary.

He fu r th e r asserted tha t in 
terrogation of w h ite  w omen 
in the Negro section was ju s ti
fied because they were "fo re ig n 
ers in  the com m un ity ." A t th is 
point the audience jeered, and 
many people w alked out in  
disgust.

Police b ru ta lity  against Ne
groes provoked tw o recent 
spontaneous protest actions in 
New Y o rk  C ity . On J u ly  13, a 
thousand H a r l e m  residents 
moved in  to stop policemen 
from  beating a woman prisoner 
and then m illed  in  fro n t of the 
local police precinct u n til they 
were convinced th a t the woman 
and another prisoner were not 
being beaten inside the station 
house.

In  the East B ronx, Aug. 9, 
300 people hemmed in  policemen 
who were beating a prisoner 
w ith  gun butts. L ik e  the St. 
Louis patro lm an, one o f the 
tw o cops said la te r: “ We were 
both scared s tiff.”  

I t  enough cops get scared of 
the consequences of th e ir b ru 
ta lity  they may become a b it 
more cautious about how they 
use th e ir clubs and guns.

—  R eprinted from  June 1959 Fairless U nion News, pub
lished by Local 4889, U nited Steelworkers of Am erica, A F L - 
CIO. 

Pueblo Steel Local Runs 
Kitchen; Prints Bulletin

San Francisco 
Truck Drivers 
Extend Picketing

SAN FRANCISCO, Aug. 25 —  M ore than 60% of 
tru ck  fre ig h t shipments in  and out of the Bay A rea was 
blocked yesterday as San Francisco Teamsters Local 85 
extended its p icke t lines into

PUEBLO. Colo.. Aug. 21 — 
A bou t 7,500 members o f the 
U nited Steelworkers are on 
s trike  here against the Colorado 
Fuel &  Iro n  Corp. They are sol
id ly  organized in  tw o  locals —  
the production w orkers in  Local 
2102 and office and c lerica l 
w orkers in  Local 3267.

F o rty  m en are assigned to

Strike-Relief 
Fund Sought by 
Aliquippa Local

PITTSBU RG H, Aug. 18 —  
Financia l aid m ay be fo r th 
coming fo r distress cases among 
the 12,000 s tr ik in g  members of 
A liqu ippa  Local 1211 o f the 
U nited Steel W orkers. N icholas 
Mamula, president o f the Jones 
&  Laugh lin  local, announced 
yesterday th a t he w il l  ask the 
executive board to g ive the 
s tr ike  com m ittee $50,000 from  
the loca l’s general fund. I t  
w ould be used to  help pay 
medical b ills  and other urgent 
expenses.

Mam ula, w ho was a leader 
of the dues protest movement 
here, said he w ou ld  also p ro 
pose th a t a perm anent s tr ike  
fund  be set up by the local 30 
days a fte r the present shut
down. Ten cents o f each do lla r 
o f local income w ou ld  go in to  
the s trike  fund.

The in te rna tiona l un ion has 
never set up a s tr ike  fund. 
Three years ago, a $2 dues 
h ike  was p u t th rough fo r  a 
union “ w a r chest,”  b u t noth ing 
was ever set aside fo r  s trike  
benefits. However, M am ula con
tends, no th ing in the union con
s titu tio n  bars local s tr ike  funds.

The need fo r  financia l action 
was underscored when county 
welfare  offic ia ls reported th a t 
60% o f the strikers  apply ing 
fo r re lie f are being accepted as 
against 44% in  previous strikes. 
A s tr ik e r m ust be absolutely 
penniless to q u a lify  fo r  re lie f. 
O fficia ls say last year’s reces
sion helped boost the num ber 
of e lig ib le  applicants.

picket du ty  each day. and the 
women are w o rk in g  fou r-hou r 
sh ifts  at the s tr ike  headquarters 
in  the  un ion ’s modern bu ild ing. 
H ot meals are served the  pickets, 
and the  recreation fac ilities  no r
m a lly  reserved fo r  re tire d  m em 
bers are open to the strikers.

The un ion  is issuing s trike  re 
lie f to  members w ith o u t any re 
sources. Officers estimate th a t 
the cost is runn ing  about a $1,000 
a day fo r  grocery vouchers 
w h ich  are accepted by local 
merchants.

The fee ling  o f the strikers 
about Colorado Fuel &  Iro n  was 
summed up by one 20-year man 
who calls i t  a “ slave shop.”

A  m older, 44 years old, he su f
fered a bad back in ju ry  several 
months before the  s tr ike  and has 
been getting  the  run-around 
from  the state compensation 
commission.

“ W hen the un ion  says they ’re 
stepping up production w ith  less 
workers, th a t’s sure tru e  around 
here,”  h e said. “ M y  in ju ry  came 
about because o f the  speed-up. 
From  the tim e  you come-in, i t ’s 
go, go, go. No breaks whatever. 
You w o rk  harder than ever t r y 
ing to  keep up w ith  new, faster 
m achines.”

A  da ily  s tr ike  b u lle tin  answers 
company propaganda and is do
ing  a great deal to  keep the 
w orkers accurately inform ed. 
I t ’s a good m orale booster.

Oakland and o ther East Bay 
points where m em ber firm s o f 
tw o s truck truckers ’ associations 
operate out o f long-hau l te rm i
nals.

Today, Local 85 members on 
s trike  set up p icke t lines at ten 
o f the biggest tru c k  te rm ina ls in  
the East B ay area.

A l l  w o rk  at these term ina ls 
slopped. Loaded trucks were 
perm itted  to p u ll in to  the yards 
and park, bu t were not p e rm it
ted to leave.

Extension o f p icke ting  came 
a fte r Superior C ourt Judge O rla  
St. C la ir modified an in junc tion  
tha t lim ite d  p icke t lines to  San 
Francisco and San Mateo coun
ties.

M eanw hile  mass p icke ting  and 
p a tro llin g  o f streets and pub lic  
highways here by the 5,000 s tr ik 
ers has been la rge ly  curbed. 
U nion offic ia ls are pressing 
members t o respect the ban on 
such p icke ting  stipu la ted  in  the 
in junction .

R A N K -A N D -F IL E  R EVO LT

The s trike  began Aug. 7 a fte r 
a re vo lt by the  local mem ber
ship against the un ion  o ffic ia ls ’ 
proposal th a t i t  accept a new 
three-year contract w ith  tw o  as
sociations representing the c ity 's  
m ajor truckers. The men w ant a 
one-year pact. Such a short-te rm  
agreement w ou ld  give them  
greater protection against stead
i ly  ris ing  liv in g  costs and job  
losses fro m  autom ation.

In  addition, the  rank-and-file  
tru c k  drivers w an t a $2.50 wage 
increase. Wages now  range from  
$19.80 to  $21.80 a day. They also 
w an t a guarantee o f e igh t hours 
w o rk  fo r  a he lper w hen he is 
called to w o rk  and im proved 
ho liday and vacation provisions.

Both  the truckers association 
and the un ion  heads are now 
m eeting w ith  federal mediators 
w ho moved in  on the  s tr ike  
w ith o u t in v ita tio n  by e ither side. 
So fa r  no tangib le  resu lt o f th is  
in te rven tion  has. been reported.

A  fu r th e r th rea t to  the  success 
o f the s tr ike  has come from  
warehouses th a t have been sh ip
p ing  goods by  ra il to  nearby 
cities and then transporting  
them  here by n o n -s trik in g  team 
sters.

L o n g s h o r e  and warehouse 
union locals have pledged the ir 
cooperation to stop such sh ip
ments.

Some trucks have now  reap
peared on the c ity  streets, m ost
ly  m oving  governm ent supplies, 
medicines and perishables.

S ix ty -five  sm all tru ck in g  firm s 
h ir in g  170 drivers have signed 
up. B u t al l  the  m a jo r employers 
are s t i l l  ho ld ing  tough.

Bail Is Granted 
To Willie Reid

NEW  YO R K, Aug. 21 —  
The N ational Association fo r 
the Advancem ent o f Colored 
People th is  week guaranteed 
ba il o f $2,000 fo r W illie  Reid, 
fu g itiv e  fro m  a F lo rida  chain 
gang, w h ile  his fig h t against 
ex tra d itio n  continues in  the 
courts.

Reid escaped several years 
ago from  Lake County, Fla., 
w here S heriff W illis  McCall, 
the “ N e g ro -k illin g ”  o ffice r is 
boss. Both  Governors H a rr i-  
man and R ockefe ller ordered 
h im  re turned to  F lo rida  —  a 
move tha t could w e ll mean 
death fo r Reid.

The U.S. C ourt o f Appeals 
last week ordered R eid freed 
on ba il w h ile  his attorneys file  
a p e titio n  fo r  a rev iew  o f the 
case by  the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YO R K
You are in v ite d  to attend the 

New Y ork  Slate Conference on 
Independent and Socialist Po
lit ic a l A ction  in  1960. Sat., Sept. 
26, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sun
day, Sept. 27, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
F ra te rna l Clubhouse, 110 W. 
48th St., (O ff Times Sq.) N ew 
Y o rk  C ity . Auspices U n ited  In 
dependent-Socialist Committee. 
Fo r more in fo rm a tion  w rite  o r 
phone fo r  a free copy o f the 
U I-SC N ewsletter. 799 B road
way, New York, 3. Phone Gr. 5- 
9736.

For a cool, in fo rm a tive  and 
in te resting  evening, attend the 
Penthouse S ta rligh t Forum , Sun
day, Aug. 30, 8 p.m. 59 W. 71 St., 
N. Y. C. (Penthouse 10A) Ausp. 
U n i t e d  Independent-Socialist 
Committee.

•
The Khrushchev-E isenhower 

Meetings and the Prospects fo r 
W orld  Peace w il l  be the subject 
o f the firs t o f the regu la r F riday  
n igh t fo rum  series sponsored by 
the M ilita n t Labor Forum . F r i
day. Sept. 18, 8 p.m. at 116 U n i
ve rs ity  Place (O ff U nion Sq.) 

•
DEN VER

A  Socialist Discussion Series
w il l  be sponsored th is fa l l  by  
the Denver M ilita n t Labor F o r
um. For in fo rm a tion  w rite  to : 
M i l i ta n t Labor Forum , Box  724, 
Denver 1, Colo.

B O S T O N
B o s to n  L a b o r  F o ru m ,  2 9 5  H u n t in g 

to n  A v e .,  R o o m  200 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W . 

A d a m s , D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia l is t  W o rk e rs  P a r t y  10609  S u 

p e r io r  A v e .,  R o o m  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen  W e d n e s d a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9 .

T h e  M i l i t a n t ,  P .O . B o x  1 90 4 , U n i
v e r s i t y  C e n te r  S ta t io n ,  C le v e la n d  6, 
O h io .

D E T R O IT  
E u g e n e  V .  D e bs  H a l l ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d 

w a rd .  T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .

L O S  A N G E L E S  
F o ru m  H a l l  a n d  M o d e rn  B o o k  S hop . 

1702 E . 4 th  S t.  A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
9 23 8 .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t  J u n e a u  A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS
S o c ia l is t  W o r k e rs  P a r ty ,  322 H e n -

 n e p in  A v e .,  2n d  f lo o r .  O p e n  n o o n  t o 
6  P .M . d a i ly  e x c e p t S u n d a y s .

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B o x  361 

N e w a rk ,  N . J .
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e r 
s i t y  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B o x  341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M i l i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  a n d  S o c ia l is t  

W o r k e rs  P a r ty ,  1303  W . G ir a rd  A v e  
L e c tu re s  a n d  d is c u s s io n s  e v e ry  S a tu r 
d a y , 8  P .M ., fo llo w e d  b y  o pe n  hou se  
C a ll P O  3  5820.

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M i l i t a n t ,  114 5  P o lk  S t.,  R m . 4 

S a t. 11 A .M .  to  3 P .M . P h o n e  P R  6  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  n o  a n s w e r, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1412— 1 8 th  A v e n u e , E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L I  

b r a r y ,  b o o k s to re .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo r m a t io n  p h o n e  M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .

Celebrate Labor Day Week End 
At Mountain Spring Camp

Labor Day W eek End Speakers, Sept. 5-7:
Dr. Annette Rubinstein, author and lecturer, "A  Socialist Looks at Am erican L ite ra tu re ." 
Tom K e rry , M ilita n t staff w rite r, "A m erican Labor at the Cross Roads."
N at W einstein, delegate to N AAC P convention. "Methods of Negro S tru g g le  a H is to rica l

Approach."
Rates: from  $6 a day, inc lud ing  meals. For reservations o r in fo rm a tio n ' w r ite  M ounta in  

S pring  Camp, R.D. No. 1, W ashington, N .J. In  New Y o rk  C ity  ca ll AL5-7852. Auspices M ilita n t 
Labor Forum.
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