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Internal Politics 
Not 'Invasion' 
Cause Laos War

W hile  the kept press of U.S. B ig Business screams 
about “ Com m unist aggression” against Laos, a study of 
the know n facts reveals tha t the outbreak of g u e rrilla  
figh ting  in  tha t Southeast Asian
country is but a new develop­
ment in  a long-sim m ering in ­
te rna l po litica l struggle.

U.S. Congressional hearings 
and magazine articles before the 
present crisis gave ample e v i­
dence tha t the governm ent of 
Laos had l it t le  support save 
among the small c irc le  o f busi­
nessmen and po litic ians enrich ­
ed overn igh t on U.S. “ a id”  funds 
in  a co rrup tion  spree equalled 
on ly  in  South Korea and South 
V ie t Nam.

That th is s itua tion  continues 
at present may be seen even in  
the articles o f so ardent a p u r­
veyor o f the State D epartm ent 
lin e  as F rank Robertson, C hris­
tian  Science M o n ito r correspon­
dent in  Laos. H is dispatch of 
Sept. 1, fo r example, is in te r­
larded w ith  such revealing re ­
m arks as: “ A  su rp ris ing ly  large 
percentage of the population has 
l it t le  confidence in  the govern­
ment . . . h a lf the popu la tion  is 
made up o f tr ib a l people who 
have received l it t le  o r no recog­
n itio n  or help from  the govern­
m ent . . . slow bu t sure deteriora­
tion  . .

V IO LA TE  GENEVA PACT

The present outbreak o f c iv il 
w a r in  Laos stems from  the U.S.- 
insp ired v io la tion  o f the 1954 
Geneva tre a ty  ending the w ar 
in  Indo-China. As in  V ie t Nam 
(France had carved up its Indo- 
Chinese colony in to  V ie t Nam, 
Cambodia and Laos in  an a t­
tem pt to defeat the indepen­
dence movem ent), the northern  
provinces were he ld  by revo lu ­
tiona ry  forces, called Pathet Lao, 
w h ile  the South was; under con­
tro l o f the French-backed feudal 
and cap ita lis t elements. The 
Geneva agreement provided fo r 
an in te rna tiona l contro l com­
mission to prevent a m ilita ry  
bu ildup  by e ither side in  Laos 
and fo r  “ in teg ra tion ”  o f the rep ­
resentatives o f the northern  
provinces in to  the Laotian  gov­
ernm ent and its soldiers in to  the 
Laotian  arm y.

B u t th is  agreement ran coun­

te r to  W ashington’s decision to 
make the small country a m il i ­
ta ry  bastion and jum p ing  off 
place fo r a possible w a r w ith  
China and N orth  V ie t Nam, both 
o f w h ich  i t  borders.

DOUBLE CROSS

The “ in teg ra tion ”  o f no rth  and 
south Laos ordered by the Ge­
neva trea ty  fin a lly  took place 
were held and the Pathet Lao 
was allowed to fo rm  a po litica l 
pa rty  and was given tw o  cabinet 
posts. B u t th a t summ er by-elec­
tions fo r  21 seats in  parliam ent 
were held and the P a th e t Lao 
and its allies w on a m a jo rity  of 
them. Washington and its  Lao­
tian  puppets, te rrified  o f the 
Pathet Lao being voted in to  
power at the nex t general elec­
tions, decided upon a campaign 
of repression. The Pathet Lao 
m inisters were th ro w n  out o f the 
cabinet, then, along w ith  other 
party  leaders, pu t in to  prison.

Last February the Laotian 
prem ier declared tha t since his 
governm ent had com plied w ith  
the provision fo r “ in teg ra tion ” 
of the Pathet Lao, i t  was no 
longer bound by the  Geneva 
trea ty  and the s tipu la tion  o f an 
arms freeze. He thereupon k ic k ­
ed out the in te rna tiona l contro l 
commission, composed o f repre­
sentatives o f Ind ia , Canada and 
Poland, whose job  i t  was to re ­
port any arms bu ild -up . Wash­
ington q u ick ly  fo llow ed through 
w ith  a pact and poured weapons 
and m ilita ry  “ advisers”  in to  the 
country. These U.S. m ilita ry  per­
sonnel a ll wear c iv ilia n  clothes 
and outnum bered a t least fo u r 
times the m ilita ry  m ission per­
m itted the French under the Ge­
neva trea ty . The Laotian  arm y 
is the on ly  a rm y in  the w orld, 
aside from  the U.S., whose cost 
is borne e n tire ly  by U.S. ta x ­
payers.

The W a ll Street Journa l (Aug. 
25) points ou t the  U.S. Seventh 
Fleet “ cou ldn 't dock in  land­
locked Laos, bu t i t  could fly  
bom bing missions and b rin g  its 
M arine contingent from  car­
rie rs.”

Independent-Socialists 
Discuss 1960 Outlook

By H arry Ring
The U nited Independent-Socialist Committee of New

Y ork  has called a conference of independents and social­
ists to discuss w hat role they should p lay in  the 1960 
elections. A t the same tim e th e *
U I-SC  opened the discussion 
w ith  a presentation of the 
views of several members of
its adm in istra tive  commitee in
the summer issue of the UI-SC 
Newsletter.

The conference w il l,  be held 
at the F raterna l Clubhouse in 
New Y ork  C ity , Sept. 26 and 
27, and w il l  be open to a ll in ­
dependents and socialists. In ­
v ita tions to present th e ir v ie w ­
points on 1960 have also been 
sent to the Socialist W orkers 
P arty , Communist P arty , So­
c ia lis t Party-Socia l Democratic 
Federation and Socialist Labor 
Party. The conference w il l  be a 
consultative one intended to 
guide the UI-SC in reaching a 
decision on w hat role i t  w il l  
p lay in  the elections.

The U I-SC is the continua­
tions comm ittee of the Inde­
pendent - Socialist Party , an 
electoral coalition created in 
1958, tha t contested in the New 
Y o rk  G ubernatoria l election.
The Socialist W orkers Party  
was the only established p o lit­
ical pa rty  in  the electoral coa­
lit io n  w hich also included fo r ­
m er leaders of the defunct 
Am erican Labor P arty  and 
prom inent supporters of the 
w eekly National Guardian.

In  the present Newsletter 
discussion, 11 o f the 18 UI-SC 
adm in is tra tive  comm ittee mem­
bers present th e ir views on the 
issue of 1960.

John T. McManus, 1958 ISP 
candidate fo r governor and 
general manager o f the Na­
tiona l Guardian, believes tha t 
socialists and independents do 
no t have the forces to run a 
presidentia l ticke t in  opposition 
to the tw o m a jo r parties and 
tha t given certa in nom inations

by the Republicans and Demo­
crats i t  w ould  be incorrect to 
run an independent presiden­
tia l campaign even i f  the forces 
were available. He favors con­
sideration of possible indepen­
dent state and Congressional 
campaigns.

“ For example,”  says M cM an­
us about the presidentia l race, 
“ I f  N ixon  is a nominee, I  w ould 
propose foregoing an indepen­
dent presidentia l campaign fo r 
the purpose of jo in ing  w ith  the 
broad forces of a ll descriptons 
th roughout the country, in ­
c lud ing the labor movement, 
who w il l  insist on N ixo n ’s po­
lit ic a l ann ih ila tion .”

W OULD BACK STEVENSON

I f  N ixo n ’s Democratic P arty  
opponent should be Lyndon 
Johnson or John Kennedy, 
McManus w ould favor opposi­
tion  to the nominees o f both 
m ajor parties.

But if Adlai Slevenson is 
nominated by the Democrats, 
"even against an opponent 
other than Nixon," McManus 
would favor Stevenson. " I be­
lieve Stevenson has matured 
so as to be a potentially con­
structive candidate for 1960," 
says McManus.

M u rry  Weiss and Toni K e rry , 
two members o f the Socialist 
W orkers P arty  National Com­
m ittee, ou tline  th e ir a ttitude  
tow ard the 1960 elections in  a 
b rie f statement: “ We have been, 
and are now, em phatica lly in  
fa vo r o f independent socialist 
po litica l action as against a ll 
forms o f coalition po litics  in ­
vo lv ing  collaboration w ith  or 
support o f candidates of the 

(Continued on Page 2)

Congress Hands Bosses 
New Club Against Labor
Teamsters 
Strike Wins 
2-Year Pact

Striking members of San 
Francisco Teamsters Local 85 
today voted to accept a two- 
year contract that provides them 
with an immediate wage in ­
crease of $2.40 a day and other 
concessions. Approval of the 
pact ended a 24-day walkout | 
that began when the local mem­
bership defied their officials by 
rejecting a proposed three-year 
contract providing a $10 weekly 
wage increase.

The new agreement has been 
approved by truckers em ploying 
some 2,800 men. Members o f the 
C a lifo rn ia  T ruck ing  Association 
who em ploy another 1,200 men 
were expected to ra t ify  the con­
trac t la te r today.

M O NEY GAINS

The $2.40 wage increase w il l  
be re troactive to J u ly  1. A n  ad­
d itiona l $1.80 increase w il l  go 
in to  effect Ju ly  1, 1960. This 
means tha t in  the second year of 
the contract the men w il l  be 
m aking $4.20 a day more than 
now as against $4.00 in  the offer 
they voted down.

The men had demanded tha t 
a one-year contract include a 
$2.50 increase. M ost o f the 
fr inge  benefits they had pressed 
are reported included in  the 
new agreement.

In  add ition  to  e lim ina ting  cer­
ta in  wage d ifferentia ls and job 
classifications fo r p la tfo rm  men, 
the pact provides fo r im proved 
vacation benefits and a n in th  
paid ho liday — the d riv e r’s 
b irthday. S ick leave benefits 
were also im proved and a u n i­
fo rm  grievance procedure es­
tablished. The to ta l package 
represents a gain o f about $2.80 
a day in  the firs t year, according 
to local president Joseph D iv iny .

The end o f em ployer resis­
tance came a fte r Local 85 p icket- 
lines w ere extended to long-haul 
term inals in  Oakland and other 
East Bay shipping points.

A lthough  they were already 
saddled w ith  the three-year pact 
rejected by the members o f L o ­
cal 85, East Bay, teamsters re ­
spected the picketlines, and the 
m ajor truckers were shut down 
tight.

Local 85’s s tr ike  action o r ig i­
nated w ith  a rank-and-file  w hich 
refused to buy a long-term  
agreement tha t w ou ld  afford no 
real protection against ris ing  
liv in g  cost and autom ation job 
losses. The offic ia ldom  moved 
in to  the leadership o f the s tr ike  
on ly  a fte r they recognized they 
could no t get the men back on 
the employers’ terms. Rank-and- 
file spokesmen w on places on the 
s trike  committee.

South A frican  Women Battle Cops

South African women are sparking a campaign of militant opposition to racist oppres­
sion. These are part of the 1,500 women who fought back with sticks against armed police 
attacking their demonstration in Ixopo Aug. 20. The women demonstrated against a new in­
crease in the poll tax.

Chinese Government Admits 
Statistics Grossly Overstated

By Daniel Roberts
The Central Committee of the 

Chinese Communist Party ad­
mitted Aug. 26 that the produc­
tion figures for 1958 it had re­
leased last December had been 
badly exaggerated.

The CP sealed last year’s 
g ra in -ou tpu t to ta l dow nward 
from  375 m illio n  to 250 m illio n  
m etric tons. This crucia l sta tistic 
had thus been overstated by 
50%.

Steel production was listed as 
eight m illio n  instead o f eleven 
m illio n  tons. The three m illio n  
tons invo lved  were those p ro ­
duced by p rim itiv e  backyard 
furnaces and were dismissed as 
having been suitable on ly  fo r 
"requirem ents o f ru ra l areas.”

Cotton production totals fo r 
1958 were reduced from  3,350,000 
to 2,100,000. They had been over­
stated by 60%.

A ll  targets fo r 1959 were dras­
tica lly  revised dow nw ard  inas­
much as they had been set as 
percentage increases over last 
year’s in fla ted figures.

G AINS S T ILL  IM PR ESSIVE

However, as T illm an  D u rd in  
notes in the Aug. 30 N ew  Y ork  
Times, “ In  spite o f the statistica l 
shakedown tha t has occurred, 
Communist China has an im ­

pressive production record and 
this year’s gains w il l  in  fact 
represent a fu r th e r big economic 
advance.”  (Last Jan. 1, D u rd in  
indicated tha t the increase in  
C hina’s 1958 gra in  harvest over 
1957 was probab ly closer to 
25% than to the 100% figure 
tha t the Peking regim e was then 
boasting about. He noted tha t 
even a 25%t increase was a re ­
markable achievement. A ccord­
ing to the CP's new ly  revised 
figures, the increase was 33%.)

Besides deflating their 1958 
claims, the Chinese CP leaders 
appear also in past weeks to be 
easing the forced-march pace of 
agricultural production main­
tained last year and to be relax­
ing still further the semi-mili­
tary character of life in the 
rural peoples' c o m m u n e s .  
Changes in that direction began 
at the CP's Central Committee 
meeting last December.

“ Reports o f the trend  tow ard  
moderation have come from  
m ainland pub lica tions,from  com­
mune members who have come 
here from  China and experts on 
China here,”  w rites  T illm an  
D urd in  from  Hong K ong in  the 
Aug. 20 N.Y. Times.

“ I t  is noted th a t operations 
w ith in  the communes have been 
decentralized . . . Today sub­

ord inate  production t e a m s ,  
w hich roughly correspond to 
pre-commune collective farms, 
have w ide la titude  to act on 
th e ir ow n . . .

“ Eating in  mess halls has been 
made vo lun ta ry , i t  is reported 
. . . The resu lt has been th a t in  
m any communes the on ly  p e r­
sons s ti l l  eating in  the mess h&lls 
are Com m unist officia ls, u nm ar­
ried persons, childless couples 
who do not w an t to  cook at home 
and w orkers tem pora rily  assign­
ed to du ty  away from  home . . .

“ There are s ti l l  nurseries fo r 
sm all ch ild ren  b u t these are used 
m ostly when the m others [are] 
w ork ing . The ch ild ren  are taken 
home at n ight.

“ The income fo r  commune 
members has, fo r the most part, 
reverted to the system o f labor 
points used in  the days o f the 
collective farm s . . . Labor points 
are awarded on the basis o f o u t­
put and are co llectib le  in  food.

“ The p riva te  p lots have reap­
peared. C o m m u n e  members 
may now have w hatever land 
they are able to cu ltiva te  in  
the ir spare tim e.”

“ There is said to be less em­
phasis on operating local indus­
tries in  ru ra l communes,”  be­
cause of last fa l l ’s campaign to 

( Continued on Page } )

First Union-Curbing Bill 
Since Taft-Hartley Law 
Approved by Democrats

SEPT. 3 — On the eve of Labor Day, Congressional 
confer ees reached agreement on a un ion -cripp ling  b i l l  
em bodying v ir tu a lly  a ll the provisions of the Landrum - 
G riffin  measure passed by the
House o f Representatives, Aug. 
15.

The agreement, when ratified 
by both houses and signed by the 
President, w ill place new shack­
les on labor's right to organize 
and strike besides those con­
tained in the Taft-Hartley Act. 
The new fetters outlaw such 
vital adjuncts of the unions' eco­
nomic struggle as the secondary 
boycott and the refusal to handle 
"hot cargo." In  addition, through 
the so-called "bill of rights" for 
union members, the government 
gains greater scope for in ter­
ference in labor's internal a f­
fairs.

The T a ft-H a rtle y  la w  was 
pased in  1947 by a Republican- 
dom inated Congress. A n ti- la b o r 
leg is lation was also being p ro ­
moted by the T rum an A dm in is ­
tra tion  at the tim e. (For in ­
stance, in  his 1947 State o f the 
U nion message, Trum an called 
fo r ou tlaw ing  “ secondary boy­
cotts.” ) However, the labor lead­
ership pinned the blame fo r a n ti­
union leg is la tion exclusive ly on 
the Republicans.

The un ion  leaders rejected 
the idea o f bu ild ing  a labor 
pa rty  and continued to back the 
Democrats who prom ised to 
amend the T a ft-H a rtle y  law  in 
labor’s favo r i f  no t to  repeal i t  
ou trigh t.

Last year, the Democrats won 
th e ir biggest m a jo rity  in  Con­
gress since 1938. I t  is th is  Con­
gress tha t is set to  pass the firs t 
an ti-labo r measure since Ta ft- 
H artley.

The Democratic conferees who 
on Sept. 2 voted fo r  the fina l 
fo rm  o f the an ti-un ion  b i l l  in ­
clude such h i g h l y  touted 
“ friends o f labor”  as Senators 
K e n n e d y  (Mass.), McNamara 
(M ich.), and Randolph (W. Va.)

TH E GREAT COMPROMISER

Kennedy authored a “ m ild ”  
firs t version o f the un ion-curb- 
ing law  in  the Senate last Jan­
uary, then a c c e p t e d  s tiffe r 
amendments u n d e r  pressure 
from  Sen. M cC le llan  (D -A rk .). 
The s tiffe r version passed the 
Senate 90 to 1 last spring.

W hen fo llo w in g  P r e s i d e n t  
E isenhower’s pub lic  in te rven tion  
last month, the House passed the 
even harsher L a n d ru m -G riffin  
b ill, Kennedy presented a new  
compromise between the Senate 
b il l  and La n d ru m -G riffin . As the

Negro Registration 
Declines in South

The num ber o f registered 
Negro voters has declined in  
five Southern states since 
1956. The Southern Regional 
Council has completed a su r­
vey o f vo ting  conditions fo r 
Negroes in  the South. The 
Council finds th a t w h ite  v io ­
lence and in tim id a tio n  fo l­
low ing  the U.S. Supreme 
C ourt desegregation ru lin g  in  
1954 is the cause fo r the drop. 
“ Negroes in  parts o f the 
South now feel they ru n  a 
greater r is k  in  try in g  to reg­
is te r than at any tim e  since 
the ou tlaw ing  o f the  w h ite  
p rim a ry  in  1944.”

“ In  the e ight states where 
SRC was able to  ob ta in  re l i­
able figures,”  reports the 
C ouncil “ the num ber o f Ne­
groes registered in  1958 to ­
taled 1,028,827 as compared to 
1,074,672 in  1956, a drop o f 
45,845.”  In  some areas N e­
groes were purged fro m  the 
polls and in  others they “ were 
confronted w i t h  threats, 
slowdowns, evasions, and o u t­
r ig h t refusals.”

Aug: 31 W a ll S treet Journa l re ­
ported, the compromise “ em­
bodies the res tric tive  provisions 
o f the House b il l  w ith  few  ex­
ceptions.”

“ Consequently, the Senators 
w il l  no t be choosing between a 
‘w eak’ b i l l  or a ‘strong’ b ill.  Es­
sentia lly , they w il l  be deciding 
w hether the fina l measure w il l  
bear the  K ennedy or the  Land ­
ru m -G riffin  label. M r. Kennedy, 
a fro n t-ru n n in g  candidate fo r  
the D e m o c r a t i c  P residentia l 
nom ination, w ou ld  like  to have 
his name on the measure.”

The fina l version resulted from  
a fu r th e r c o m p r o m i s e  w ith  
Land rum -G riffin .

Passage of anti-labor legisla­
tion is part of a stepped-up class 
war that big business is current­
ly waging against labor. Other 
manifestations of it are the arro­
gant stand of the steel and ra il­
road corporations in  their bar­
gaining d e m a n d s  upon the 
unions and the threat of the Eis­
enhower Administration to use 
Taft-Hartley machinery to bust 
the steel strike.

They Voice the Bitterness of the Negro Ghetto
By George Lavan

The past month has seen the 
launching of a hysterical and 
hyprocritical c a m p a i g n  by 
America's big business press 
against Negro nationalist groups 
in this country and especially 
against the religious movement 
calling itself the Muslims. A  
"Special Report" in Time Mag­
azine (Aug. 10) notes with sat­
isfaction that the Muslims are 
under FB I and police surveil­
lance.

The press campaign has a l­
ready incited v io la tions of the 
M uslim s’ c iv il liberties. In  In ­
dianapolis the group was lock ­
ed out of a ha ll rented in ad­
vance and warned by a police 
o ffic ia l of possible prosecution. 
In  B irm ingham  a seller of the 
c u lt’s newspaper was arrested 
as were tw o local M uslim s who 
went to the police station to 
try  to get h im  released. I f  the 
press campaign against these 
N e g r o  nationalists continues, 
there is the grave danger tha t 
i t  w il l lead to v io la tions of 
th e ir rights.

The campaign is hypocritica l 
because i t  is being earned on 
in  the name of combating race

hatred. Both T im e Magazine, 
w hich has never distinguished 
itse lf fo r crusades Against race 
hate, and U.S. News and W orld 
Report, the most anti-N egro of 
the im portan t journa ls in th is 
country, pu t the preaching of 
hatred of w hites at the head of 
the ir charges against the M us­
lims. The police c la im  to be 
acting in the interests of racia l 
am ity.

'DEFEND' R A C IA L A M IT Y

W hat precisely is Negro na­
tionalism  and ju s t w hat do the 
M uslim s stand for?

The basic premise of black 
nationalism— and it has recur­
red a number of times in the 
history of the Negro people in 
this country—is that the color­
ed minority can never gain 
true equality from the white 
majority. The conclusion is 
drawn that Negroes can achieve 
a life of decency and dignity 
only in a separate society.

In  th e ir theories various na­
tionalists have placed the loca­
tion  of such a society in a 49th 
state of the U.S., in the black 
belt of the Deep South or by 
going “ back”  to A frica . The

Muslims, m ix ing  th e ir na tiona l­
ism w ith  re lig ion , are not so 
specific, bu t as is typ ica l of 
re lig ious movements looking 
fo rw ard  to the m illen ium , they 
content themselves w ith  p ro ­
phecies about the dow n fa ll of 
w h ite  c iv iliza tion , w h ich  at 
present they set fo r  1970. The 
ba iting  press campaign in t im ­
ates tha t they w il l  then t r y  to 
overthrow  the U.S. government.

The M uslim s declare they 
adopted Mohammedanism be­
cause i t  is against rac ia l d is­
crim ina tion  whereas C hris tian­
ity  was imposed on the slaves 
by th e ir masters and on the 
colonial peoples by the m is­
sionaries and im peria lists.

Moreover', the cu lt takes a ll 
the stereotyped charges o f the 
white-suprem acists against the 
Negro and turns them around, 
accusing the w h ite  man o f be­
ing “ the greatest drunkard, 
greatest seducer, greatest m u r­
derer, greatest adulterer, great­
est deceiver on earth .”  J im  
Crow in reverse is used to keep 
whites, inc lud ing  w h ite  repo rt­
ers, from  th e ir services—w hich 
has in fu ria ted  the press and 
TV  news companies.

The re lig ious • m um bo-jum bo

of the movem ent has been r id i­
culed in  the press accounts. 
But these same big business 
papers and magazines show 
th e ir class and race bias when 
they fa il to see anyth ing  lu d i­
crous about the m um bo-jum bo 
of the Pope, Archbishop of 
C anterbury or B il ly  Graham.

PRODUCTS OF DESPAIR

W hat is notew orthy about a ll 
Negro na tionalist movements in  
Am erican h is to ry  is tha t they 
are products o f despair o f ever 
w inn ing  justice from  Am erica ’s 
w h ite  m a jo rity . The greatest 
mass movem ent o f the Negro 
people, tha t led by Marcus 
Garvey between 1917 and 1924, 
erupted in a period when all 
classes of the w h ite  population 
appealed irrevocab ly hostile to 
Negroes.

The h is to rica lly-destined a lly  
of the Negro people—  the w h ite  
w o rk ing  class —  even in  the 
N orth  seemed hopelessly hos­
tile , fo r b itte r com petition fo r 
jobs and housing often sparked 
race riots. Furtherm ore, w h ite  
w orkers were at tha t tim e 
overw he lm ing ly  u n o r ganized, 
the tin y  percentage in  unions

being led by conservative, p re ­
judiced, cra ft-m inded A F L  la ­
bor bureaucrats.

That nationalism should have 
a resurgence today must come 
as a rude shock to those of­
ficial Negro and labor leaders 
whose arms are out of joint 
from patting themselves on the 
backs over the "great gains" 
they have won for the Negro 
people since World W ar I I .

The grow th  of the M uslim s— 
though i t  must be numbered in  
the thousands or tens o f thou ­
sands ra ther than in the m il­
lions who fo llow ed Garvey— is 
a symptom o f the deep dissat­
isfaction of the Negro masses 
w ith  the present state of a f­
fa irs, the rate of progress and 
the o ffic ia l Negro leadership.

This symptom reveals tha t 
despite the m uch-touted bu t 
actua lly  meager gains, the 
“ Brotherhood Weeks”  and the 
“ recognition”  granted p rom in ­
ent Negroes by appointments 
to th is or tha t pub lic  post, the 
liv in g  conditions of the average 
Negro have not basically a l­
tered. These liv in g  conditions 
are unbearable. They are a to r ­
tu re  o f intense economic e x ­

p lo ita tion , wretched housing, 
in justice, insu lt, d iscrim ina tion  
and police b ru ta lity .

The real attractive power of 
the nationalists lies not in 
Islam, Africa or separatism. It  
lies in their public expression 
of true bitterness and anger the 
average Negro feels with his lot 
in American society. Negroes 
want these feelings voiced in 
strong terms rather than in  the 
circumspect tone and polite 
language employed by Roy W il­
kins, Lester Granger and other 
official leaders who temper 
their language to the tolerance 
level of the white liberals.

A nother a ttractive  power of 
the black nationalists in  the u r ­
ban centers is tha t both in  
words and deeds they show 
th e ir readiness to fig h t police 
b ru ta lity . In  a c ity  such as New 
Y ork  there are every day hun ­
dreds, i f  not thousands, o f in ­
stances o f police b ru ta lity  or 
insu lt to  Negroes and Puerto 
Ricans.

Tempers in H arlem  and other 
large Negro com m unities have 
reached the bo iling  point. The 
M uslim s’ have given an ex-

( Continued on Page 4)
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How Fleeting the Joy 
Of that November Day

By George Breitman ■

Class Struggle vs. Peoples Front in '60

A n Englishm an once expressed the 
fo llo w in g  opinion about sex: “ The pleas­
ure is m om entary, the posture is r id ic u l­
ous, and the expense is damnable.”  W hat­
ever one m ay th in k  of th is  as a descrip­
tion  of sex (I m yse lf w ould ca ll i t  dis­
torted), I  can’t help fee ling tha t i t ’s a 
p re tty  fa ir  description of the coalition of 
the  union leaders w ith  the Dem ocratic 
P arty . Events of the last ten months i l ­
lus tra te  w hat I  mean:

The pleasure: A fte r  the election in  
Novem ber the union bureaucrats are in ­
toxicated w ith  joy , they floa t ra the r than 
w a lk , and the on ly fu tu re  they can see 
is a rosy one. Thanks to labor support, the 
Democrats have won almost two-to-one 
m a jo rities  in  both houses of Congress, 
and the union leaders po in t to no less 
than 21 staunch “ friends of labor”  in  the 
low er house alone. Songs are sung cele­
b ra ting  a famous v ic to ry  fo r  labor and 
another v ind ica tion  of the po licy of sup­
po rting  lib e ra l cap ita lis t po litic ians r ather 
than b u ild ing  a labor party.

B u t the tim e of re jo ic ing  is b rie f. 
Comes the dawn, or Congress meets in  
January. The filibus te r is retained, c iv il 
r igh ts  are scuttled. The unemployed get 
the • cold shoulder. Health, w e lfa re  and 
education are swept under the rug. The 
lib e ra l Democrats gripe, a l i t t le  bu t con­
tinue  to accept the leadership of the con­
servative Democrats, and the conservative 
Democrats confine themselves to legisla­
tio n  tha t w i l l  not be vetoed by a conserv­
a tive  Republican. B y A p r il there is a te r­
r ib le  taste in  the union leaders’ mouths 
as the Senate adopts the anti-labor Ken- 
nedy-E rv in  b ill,  90-1, w ith  a ll the libe ra l 
Democrats vo ting  fo r it.

The posture: N ext is the tu rn  of the 
House of ‘ Representatives. For a short 
tim e  the labor leaders nourish the hope 
tha t i t  w on ’t  be able to reach agreement 
on w ha t k ind  of an ti-labor b i l l  to pass. 
B u t Eisenhower puts on a li t t le  heat and 
lib e ra l Democrats on the House Labor 
Committee scurry to jo in  w ith  the con­
servatives to assure tha t the issue w i l l  
go to the floor. The union-backed Shelley 
B i l l  is voted down in  a h u rry , 245-132; at

least 89 “ friends of labo r”  have been lost 
in  the shuffle between November and 
August. The “ l'riends-of-labor”  column 
shrinks s t il l more when the Landrum - 
G r iff in  “ k i l le r ” b i l l  is passed, 303-125, and 
the Pow ell amendment to ban racial dis­
c rim ina tion  in  unions is swamped, 215-60.

W ith o u t w o rk ing  class support the 
Democrats w ou ld  be a sm all m in o rity  
outside the South. The u n ion leaders 
m obilize money and m anpower to elect 
them and give them a huge m a jo rity . But 
w h ile  the union leaders pay the piper, 
they do not call the tune. T he ir re lation 
to the Democrats is not tha t of master or 
equal; at best they are regarded as very 
ju n io r  partners, and usually they are 
treated like  poor and d istant relatives. 
T he ir posture is tha t of a v beggar — on 
th e ir  knees, hat in  hand, voice subdued 
and expression p it ifu l.  W hat makes i t  so 
rid icu lous is tha t the labor movement 
puts the Democrats in  power and can put 
them out by fo rm ing  a labor pa rty  tha t 
w i l l  run  its own candidates fo r office.

The expense: Now they s it there on 
.the ir haunches, counting th e ir  teeth to 
see how m any are le ft. They are “ stun­
ned”  and “ confused” : W hat happened to 
a ll th e ir friends? W hy are they treated 
so harsh ly a fte r a ll the troub le  they took 
to appease the M cC le llan com mittee by 
sp litt in g  and weakening the labor move­
ment? Is there no g ra titude  in  politics? 
A ppa ren tly  hot. The Democrats take un­
ion support fo r granted because they feel 
the union leaders have “ nowhere else to 
go”  — except tow ard a labor pa rty , a 
path they renounce.

M illio n s  of dollars and m illions  of 
votes — and in  re tu rn , the T a ft-H a rtle y  
A ct; a decade of promises to repeal i t  
never kept and never m eant to be kept; 
and now one or another va ria n t of the 
L a n d ru m -G riffin  B ill,  w h ich  w i l l  fu r th e r 
weaken the unions’ a b ility  to organize 
and protect the w orkers ’ conditions. I f  
the expense isn ’t  damnable, i t  sure ly is 
excessive. And w hat makes i t  worse is 
tha t the union leaders w an t to go on pay­
ing i t  inde fin ite ly . A nd  w ill,  u n t il the 
members of the unions rise up and put a 
stop to it.

...N.Y. Independent-Socialists
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

tw o  cap ita lis t parties.
“ We favo r the idea of a 

u n i t e d  .independent-socialist 
campaign in the 1960 election, 
fo r many o f the reasons given 
in  other statements in th is  is­
sue . . . favo ring  such action 
and fo r add itiona l reasons 
w h ich  we hope to elaborate in 
the fu r th e r course of th is  dis­
cussion.”

(The SWP has announced 
that if  the forces are lacking 
for a united socialist presiden­
tial ticket it w ill run its own 
slate.)

Dr. Annette  T. Rubinstein,

1958 ISP candidate fo r L ie u ­
tenant-G overnor, urges a u n it­
ed independent-socialist presi­
dentia l race. H er statement has 
the concurrence of W illia m  A. 
Price, executive secretary of 
the UI-SC, and Fred Mazelis, 
executive com m ittee member 
of the Young Socialist A lliance.

Dr. Rubinstein believes such 
a campaign w ould  help w in  
Am erican Youth to radical po­
lit ic a l thought and a c tiv ity  and 
w ould help s tim u la te  and deep­
en sentim ent fo r the fo rm ation  
o f a labor pa rty  among un ion­
ists angered by the record . of 
the Democratic “ friends of la ­
bor.”  A n  independent-socialist 
ticke t w ould also help crystal- 
ize pro-peace sentim ent and 
“ give some a w ay to vote 
against the present b i-partisan 
w ar po licy.”  A  fu r th e r reason 
fo r such a campaign. D r. R ub­
instein states, is to  help broad­
en the area o f u n ity  among 
socialists.

She declares she w ould favo r 
m aking the race even i f  the 
ticke t could on ly  w in  a place 
on the New Y o rk  ba llo t. B u t 
she believes e ight or nine other 
states w ould  fo llo w  New Y o rk ’s 
lead in such a campaign.

Dr. Rubinstein holds that 
Congressional or local cam­
paigns could strengthen a 
presidential contest but would 
be meaningless as an alterna­
tive to it.

M urie l M cAvoy, d irecto r of 
the 1958 nom inating  pe tition  
drive, contends tha t the record

of the Democratic P a rty  s till 
refutes the “ lesser e v il”  theory, 
and she favors continued so­
c ia lis t opposition to both Re­
publicans and Democrats.

H ITS  'LESSER E V IL ' ID E A

She has re lu c ta n tly  arrived 
at the conclusion th a t there 
w il l  not be su ffic ien t forces 
available fo r a 1960 united in ­
dependent - socialist campaign 
and adds: “ In  the meantim e— 
and whenever we are strong 
enough to next run  candidates 
fo r office —  I feel we should 
stress, to a la rger degree than 
heretofore, the solutions tha t 
socialism has to offer the ta n ­
gled problems o f ou r tim e. We 
must increasingly speak as so­
cialists. . ."

Irv in g  Bein in , treasurer of 
the committee, opposes a 1960 
campaign on the grounds tha t 
i t  w ould no t be a “ serious in ­
tervention in the po litica l life  
o f . the country.”  He favors po­
lit ic a l a c tiv ity  on the Congres­
sional level.

M orris  G oldin, one of the co­
sponsors o f the 1958 indepen­
dent-socialist conference, also 
opposes a presidentia l campaign 
and favor s Congressional con­
tests. H is statement has the 
concurrence of Babette Jones, 
member of the A c tiv it ie s  Sub­
comm ittee of the UI-SC.

In G o ld in ’s views, socialists 
“ must have a continu ing  in te r­
est and stake in  the po litica l 
developments in the tw o m ajor 
parties. We cannot be in d iffe r­
ent as between a candidate 
who is a consistent figh te r fo r 
peace as against one who is a 
warm onger.”

B u t support to  “ m ajor p a rty ”  
candidates by socialists w il l  be 
ineffective, he says, unless i t  is 
supplemented by independent 
socialist campaigns.

Elinor Ferry, member of the 
UI-SC Finance Committee, says 
the 1958 campaign "was worth 
the effort and I  hope we repeat 
it in 1960." She argues that so­
cialists cannot effectively resist 
the cold war and witch hunt 
by supporting "H-bomb liber­
als" who "have supported in 
varying degrees all of Dulles's 
disasters."

By M urry Weiss
The viewpoint advanced by 

John T. McManus in the current 
debate on socialist policy in the 
1960 elections (see story, page 
one) w ill undoubtedly meet with  
astonishment and disappoint­
ment from many who supported 
the Independent-Socialist ticket 
in the New York 1958 elections.

Those who supported the I-SP 
ticke t were keenly aware tha t 
it  represented a necessary break 
w ith  the electoral po licy o f the 
Communist P arty  and o f the So­
cia lis t Party-Socia l Democratic 
Federation. That po licy  calls fo r 
supporting the cold-war, w itch - 
hun ting  cap ita lis t po litic ians in  
the name o f “ cooperating w ith  
the labor movem ent.”

I-SP  backers —  especially 
those who were e ithe r indepen­
dents or members o f the CP — 
were subjected fo r months to the 
CP leadership’s accusations of 
“ sectarianism,”  “ collusion w ith  
anti-S oviet •Trotskyists,”  and 
“ g iv ing  ob jective aid to  the Re­
publican P a rty .”  They heard a ll 
the CP arguments in  innum er­
able private , sem i-public and 
pub lic  debates du ring  the last 
part o f 1958, b u t remained I-SP 
supporters despite th is. In  the 
process, they acquired a certa in  
fa m ilia r ity  w ith  the  respective 
viewpoints. They learned w ho 
were the leading exponents of 
class co llaboration on the one 
side and o f independent socialist’ 
po litica l action on the other.

I-SP  supporters regarded M c­
Manus as a banner bearer in  
the fig h t fo r  socialist opposition 
to the cap ita lis t parties and as a 
vigorous foe of the po licy  of 
bu ry ing  the rad ica l movement 
in  the Dem ocratic P a rty  grave­
yard.

McM ANUS SW ITCH
N ow  I-SP supporters w i l l  en­

counter m any (though not a ll) 
o f the arguments th a t were used 
to a ttack th e ir campaign from  
McManus h im self.

In  the current issue of the 
Newsletter published by the 
U n i t e d  Independent-Socialist 
Committee, McManus proposes 
"the introduction of guerrilla 
tactics into American politics." 
Since such tactics are "flexible" 
by their very nature, he offers a 
series of variants that range 
from opposition to both Republi­
can and Democratic nominees 
to endorsement of one of the 
two parties.

McManus says he w ou ld  like  
to see some independent expres­
sion on the  ba llo t in  1960 and 
cites the advantages o f such an 
expression by reference to the 
I-SP campaign in  1958. “ H ow ­
ever, such advantage w herever 
available m ust in e v ita b ly  be 
weighed against the necessities, 
under some circumstances, o f in ­
dependent-radical co llaboration 
w ith  labor and lib e ra l forces on 
c e r t a i n  im m ediate objectives 
w hich m ay arise in  1960.”

For example, . . i f  N ixon  is 
a nominee, I  w ould  propose fo re ­
going an independent presiden­
tia l campaign fo r the purpose of 
jo in in g  w ith  the broad forces o f 
a ll description th roughout the 
country, inc lud ing  the labor 
movement, w ho w il l  ins is t on 
N ixon ’s po litica l ann ih ila tion .”  
(Presum ably, these “ broad fo r ­
ces”  w ou ld  include the en tire  
Democratic P a rty  —  from  Sena­
to r K ennedy to Lyndon John­
son to  the D ixiecrats.)

However, “ . . . i f  N ixo n ’s op­
ponent should be K ennedy or 
Lyndon Johnson, against whom  
there m ay be equa lly  com pelling 
reasons fo r opposition, an elec­
to ra l a lte rna tive  should be a va il­
able w herever possible fo r  the 
m illions  w ho w ou ld  refuse to 
vote fo r  e ither m a jo r pa rty  nom ­
inee.

Again, “ In  a Kennedy-Rocke- 
fe lle r contest, I  w ou ld  advocate 
independent-radical co llabora­
tion  to place an a lte rna tive  
ticke t on the ba llo t w herever 
possible.”  (McManus knows of 
course, th a t by the tim e  the  Re­
publican and Dem ocratic Parties 
fin ish nom inating  th e ir  presiden­
tia l candidates, an a lte rna tive  
tic ke t w i l l  have become mean­
ingless because i t  w i l l  be too late 
fo r socialists to  figh t fo r a place 
on the ba llo t.)

FAVORS STEVENSON
F ina lly , . . i f  A d la i Steven­

son should be a nominee, even 
i f  against an opponent other 
than N ixon, I  w ou ld  be re luctan t 
to  help m ount an independent 
campaign. To in tervene in  a con­
test between Stevenson and 
Rockefeller, fo r  example, m igh t 
ru n  d ire c tly  counter to  labor- 
lib e ra l determ ination to elect 
Stevenson fo r  a com plex o f rea­
sons, w ith  a ll o f w h ich  we m ight 
agree.”

“ I  believe Stevenson has ma­
tured so as to be a po ten tia lly  
constructive candidate fo r  1960. 
Indeed I  believe he could not 
get the  nom ination  o ther than 
as a candidate advocating w o rld  
understanding, an end to nuclear 
w ar preparations; and racial, po­
lit ic a l and economic security at 
home. Radicals could best ad­
vance th e ir  ow n im m ediate ob­
jectives in  1960 in  he lp ing S tev­
enson w in  on such a program. In  
the process they could trans­
late the defeat o f R ockefe ller

Democratic P arty  ‘Statesman9

Adlai Stevenson (left) and ex-President Harry Truman 
meet the press. An undeclared contender for the 1960 
Democratic presidential nomination, Stevenson has largely 
confined recent political utterances to the need for convinc­
ing the people of the world that it is the U.S. and not the 
Soviet Union that seeks peace. Yet Stevenson is a member 
of the Democratic Party's National Advisory Council which 
has consistently raked the administration's giant arms pro­
gram as "inadequate."

in to  a d irect re jection o f an open 
bid fo r power by monopoly cap­
ita l.”

W hat accounts fo r M cM anus’ 
s ta rtling  change o f fro n t from  
1958 to 1959? Closer exam ina­
tion  o f the question w il l  show 
tha t McM anus’ change is re a lly  
not as s ta rtling  as i t  m igh t ap­
pear. He has rad ica lly  revised 
his conclusions. B u t he is op­
erating now as then w ith  the 
same basic method. D u ring  the 
1958 cam paign: McManus never 
regarded opposition to the cap­
ita lis t pa rty  candidates from  the 
standpoint o f M a rx is t class 
struggle princip les. He viewed 
the 1958 race as an oppo rtun ity  
to  propagandize against t he b i­
partisan cold w ar and the w itc h ­
hun t in  the specific 1958 New 
Y ork  gubernatoria l setting: be­
tween H arrim an  and Rockefe ller 
he preferred to support neither. 
B u t he avoided generalizing.

He refused to champion "coa­
lition" politics if he saw no d if­
ference between the two cap­
italist parly candidates in a 
given election or series of elec­
tions. But he also refused to de­
nounce "people's frontism" in  
general. His method was eclectic 
then as now.

True, in  1958, under the im ­
pulse o f a re vo lt in  the section 
o f the radical movem ent fo rm ­
e rly  dominated by the Commu­
nist P a rty  against the unsavory 
results o f p lay ing  Democratic 
P a rty  politics, McManus broke 
in practice w ith  people’s fro n t- 
ism. B u t a practica l step tha t is 
not fo llow ed by a c la rifica tion  o f 
its  p rinc ip led  meaning can a l­
ways give w ay to  the opposite 
practice at the next tu rn  of 
events.

IN FLU EN C E OF L IB E R A LIS M

Method and p rinc ip le  is de­
cisive in the long run, despite a ll 
the sneering o f the em piricists

and skeptics. W ithou t a p rin c i 
pled M a rx is t approach, im bued 
w ith  the scientific content and 
s p ir it o f class-struggle socialism, 
i t  is inev itab le  tha t radicals w il l  
succumb to opportun ist traps 
and p itfa lls  and y ie ld  to the in ­
exorable pressure o f cap ita lis t- 
re fo rm  tendencies (libera lism ) 
w hich is transm itted  d a ily  in to  
the w o rk in g  class th rough  the 
labor bureaucracy as w e ll as 
th e ir S ta lin is t and Social Dem ­
ocratic w ould-be partners.

The essential thesis o f people’s 
fro n t politics, both in  its  S ta lin ­
ist and Social Dem ocratic forms, 
is th a t the interests o f the  w o rk ­
ing  class and the interests o f a 
basic section o f the  cap ita lis t 
class can be reconciled. A  “ p ro­
gressive”  section o f the cap ita lis t 
class is invented. Its  “ existence”  
is proven by reference to tra n ­
s ito ry  and meaningless remarks, 
so characteristic o f a ll cap ita lis t 
p o lit ica l demagogy, lik e  advo­
cacy o f “ w o rld  understanding’’ 
(w h ile  pursuing the cold w ar), 
opposition to nuclear tests ( if  
proper safeguards fo r  detection 
can be found), “ rac ia l equa lity ”  
w ith  a ll “ deliberate speed,”  “ c iv ­
i l  libe rties ”  (w ith  the  necessary 
safeguards fo r  our na tional se­
cu rity  against the menace of 
com m unist in filtra tio n ), “ eco­
nomic security ”  (w ith o u t tam p­
ering w ith  our system o f in d i­
v idua l enterprise, the corner­
stone o f our Am erican w ay of 
life ), etc.

According to  the people’s fro n t 
thesis the w orkers ’ movement 
and the lib e ra l cap ita lis t p a rty  
should fo rm  a coa lition  in  elec­
tions and jo in t ly  defeat reaction 
in  order to  fu r th e r peace and 
progress.

The trouble with the people's 
front in practice is that the cap­
italist party invariably domi-

Democrats, COP Hike 
Michigan Sales Tax

D ETR O IT, Aug. 31 —  M ich igan ’s sales tax  w i l l  rise 
from  3% to 4% beginn ing tom orrow , thanks to a Repub* 
lican-Dem ocratic deal enacted by the state leg is la ture
last Saturday. This is the th ird*-
state in the country w ith  a 4% 
sales tax.

The tax b i l l  ended eight 
months of m aneuvering and 
squabbling between the tw o 
cap ita lis t parties. I t  also ex­
posed the phoniness of the un ­
ion leaders’ arguments fo r sup­
porting  the Democratic Party.

A  sales tax  h its the poorest 
people hardest. The labor move­
ment has always been opposed 
to sales taxes and, under its 
pressure, the Democratic P arty  
p la tfo rm  in th is  state also 
promises to oppose them. The 
A FL-C IO  uses this as a pre­
te x t fo r  endo/s 'g  the DP.

Last w in te r when Democratic 
Gov. W illiam s said th a t the 
state needed ra w  income, he 
denounced the sales tax  fo r  the 
hundredth time. D ropping his 
previous support of a tax  on 
corporation profits, he called 
fo r a graduated income tax.

The Republicans insisted on 
a sales tax boost. They contro l 
the state senate w h ile  the 
Democrats control the house of 
representatives. A  deadlock fo l­
lowed.

It  was broken a few weeks 
ago when the Democrats agreed 
to the sales tax hike. A ll they 
asked in re turn was an increase 
in the state business activities 
tax. They called this a "com­
promise."

The 1 % increase in the sales 
tax w il l  raise revenues 120 
m illio n  dollars a year — from  
the consumers, m ostly workers.

The Democrats asked th a t an 
additiona l 18 m illio n  be raised 
from  business. T ha t’s h a rd ly  a 
f i f ty - f if ty  compromise.

The Republicans stood firm . 
So the Democrats gave in  some 
more. In  the fina l settlem ent, a 
token raise o f on ly  8 Vi m illio n  
was made in  the business ac­
tiv itie s  tax.

Thus, w ith  the .connivance of 
the Democrats, taxes on con­
sumers were raised over 14 
times as much as taxes on busi­
ness. Is th is  w ha t the unions 
helped elect Democrats for? 
W ill i t  happen again i f  they 
support the Democrats next 
time?

A  fina l tw is t is tha t the state 
constitu tion expressly forb ids 
raising the sales tax above 3%, 
except through a constitu tiona l 
amendment. Both cap ita lis t pa r­
ties tr ied  to get around th is  by 
ca lling  the new increase a “ use 
tax .”  I t  w i l l  undoubtedly be 
challenged in court, and the 
state supreme court (now con­
tro lled  by the Democrats) w il l  
have a chance to show how  fa r 
its libe ra lism  goes.

The Socialist Workers Parly, 
now engaged in a petition cam­
paign for a place on the slate 
ballot in 1960, denounced the 
new tax as "a bipartisan at­
tack on the working people of 
Michigan." It  offered to sup­
port a court contest and point­
ed to "the Democratic Party’* 
betrayal of its own platform as 
added proof of the need for an 
independent labor parly."

nates the coalition. I t  foists its 
program of bolstering capitalism 
on the bloc. Electoral triumphs 
for the alliance invariably bring 
considerably less than peace and 
progress and, indeed, soon bring 
their opposite.

F ina lly , the people’s fro n t ends 
in  catastrophe and dem oraliza­
tion  fo r  the w o rk in g  class. This 
has been witnessed in  Germ any 
where the Social Democrats had 
th e ir chance w ith  the people’s 
fro n t (they called i t  the Iron  
F ront) and i t  b rought about the 
trag ic debacle o f H it le r ’s v ic to ry , 
the physical destruction o f the 
w o r k e r s ’- organizations, the 
slaughter o f hundreds o f thous­
ands o f Communists and Social­
ists and m illions  o f Jews, and 
the clearing o f the w ay fo r 
W orld  W ar II . The people’s fro n t 
policy, w h ich  is on ly  another 
name fo r class co llaboration in  
politics, led to other trag ic de­
feats o f the w o rk in g  class, in 
Spain, A ustria , France, and 
Ita ly .

A M ER IC A N  EXPERIENC E

In  the  U n ited  States the  peo­
ple ’s fro n t po licy  p layed its ru in ­
ous pa rt in  p reventing  the 
emergence o f a labor p a rty  d u r­
ing the upsurge o f class struggle 
in  the Th irties. Instead o f f ig h t­
ing fo r a labor p a rty  the  leaders 
of the CP and the  SP jo ined 
w ith  the labor bureaucracy in  
the te rr ib le  crim e o f herd ing the 
Am erican w orkers in to  the pa rty  
of the “ good”  cap ita lis t Roose­
velt. We are s t i l l  beset by the 
consequences o f th is  be traya l o f 
socialist and w o rk in g  class in ­
terests.

O f course, when the CP in  
the U.S. tries to act as i f  i t  were 
in  a coa lition  w ith  the “ good” 
section o f the cap ita lis t class the 
results, especially at the he ight 
o f the cold w ar, are o ften comic 
as w e ll as tragic. M oreover, as 
the com ic-tragic results accumu­
lated, the  revu ls ion  tha t a class­
conscious w o rke r feels fo r  sup-

W ith this article we are 
opening a discussion on the 
various points of view that 
have been presented by mem­
bers of the United Indepen­
dent-Socialist Committee on 
socialist policy in the 1960 
elections. The summer issue 
of the U I-SC Newsletter con­
tains articles on this question 
by members of the Commit­
tee. Copies may be obtained 
by writing to the U I-SC, 799 
Broadway, New York City. 
The M ilitant w ill welcome 
comment from readers on this 
discussion. — Ed.

porting  his class enemy at the 
ba llo t box begins to gain ex­
pression.

This is w ha t happened in  1957 
and 1958 in  the Am erican Com­
m unist P a rty  and it  was helped 
along by the deep crisis the CP 
experienced a fte r the K h ru sh ­
chev revelations. U nder these 
circumstances, a n u m b e r  o f 
prom inent figures lik e  M cM anus 
began to voice th is  general d is­
satisfaction among members and 
sympathizers o f the CP and the 
conditions fo r  a break w ith  peo­
ple’s fro n t po litics and the  adop­
tion  o f M arx is t class struggle 
politics were at hand.

I t  is necessary, however, to 
recognize that, in  the  w hole  c r i­
sis o f the CP and its fo rm er 
periphery, on ly  a ve ry  few  in d i­
viduals made a thoroughgoing 
break w ith  the method as w e ll 
as the practice o f class co llab­
oration in  po litics as i t  was in ­
culcated in  the rad ica l m ove­
m ent by the CP over the past 
three decades.

That is the reason why Mc- 
manus, who fought the CP's line 
in practice in 1958, is now 
searching once again for a po­
litical savior in a witch hunting, 
Jim Crow-ridden, cold-war of 
capitalism.
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Should W e Now Like Ike ?
Accord ing to the old saw, one should 

not look a g if t  horse in  the m outh. E v i­
den tly  th is  is how the N ationa l Guardian, 
an independent w eekly  tha t has fought 
the cold w ar since its inception, feels 
about the cu rren t d ip lom atic  moves of the 
Eisenhower A dm in is tra tion .

Discussing the fo rthcom ing  Eisen- 
how er-Khrushchev visits, the Sept. 7 ed­
ito r ia l column of the Guardian proclaim s 
“ This Ike  We L ike .”

The ed ito ria l quotes a press statement 
by Eisenhower to the effect tha t a presi­
dent who fa ils  to pursue the “ d iscovery” 
o f a road to peace “ ought to be condemn­
ed by the Am erican people.”

To th is  the Guardian editors say: 
“ M ay he have the fu l l  power of the 
people of th is  nation and the w o rld  be­
h ind  h im  in  the pu rsu it of th is discovery.”  

This reversal of the G uard ian ’s long­
standing and w e ll- ju s tified  suspicion of 
the A d m in is tra tio n ’s fore ign po licy moves 
illus tra tes  precisely w hat the State De­
partm ent hopes to accomplish w ith  its 
present d ip lom atic  tu rn  — namely, the 
p o lit ica l d isarm ing of the opposition at 
home and abroad.

The in v ita tio n  to Khrushchev marks 
an easing of the cold w a r th a t w i l l  be 
jo y fu lly  welcomed by everyone who 
fights fo r peace. B u t i t  is a fa ta l po litica l 
e rro r to assume tha t the adm in is tra tion ’s 
moves stem from  E isenhower’s “ discov­
e ry ”  of the v ir tu e  of abolishing war.

The present d ip lom atic  tu rn  is the 
expression of a stunning defeat fo r U.S. 
im peria lism —a defeat in flic ted  by revo lu ­
tiona ry  masses across the globe.

W orld  W ar I I  was not ye t ended

when the U.S. began organizing fo r W orld  
W ar I I I  —  the w ar against the Soviet 
Union. B u t the plans fo r a new global 
holocaust collided w ith  a revo lu tiona ry  
upsurge. The Chinese revo lu tion , the set­
back in  Korea, the sweeping Asian and 
A fr ica n  movements fo r nationa l indepen­
dence, the g row th  of an ti-w a r and anti- 
U.S. sentim ent in  Europe, m anifestations 
of peace sentim ent at home and, fina lly , 
the spectacular g row th  of Soviet tech­
nological power combined to d is rup t the 
big-business w ar tim etable.

Foreign po licy architects were com­
pelled to recognize tha t a m a jo r d ip lo ­
m atic tu rn  was required or else the U.S. 
w ou ld  become dangerously isolated in  a 
w o rld  tha t increasing ly recognized tha t 
W ashington was the source of the present 
danger of atom ic war. To better prepare 
fo r u ltim a te  w ar, i t  was firs t necessary to 
t r y  to recoup the “ peace banner.”  A  year 
ago Dulles and Eisenhower began to map 
the cu rren t d ip lom atic  line.

We cite these basic factors behind 
the cu rren t “ thaw ”  not m ere ly in  the in ­
terest of h is to rica l and p o litica l accuracy. 
A  v ita l po in t is involved. In te rna tiona l 
opposition forced Am erican im peria lism  
to w ith d ra w  from  the b rink . B u t i t  w il l  
sure ly  re tu rn  to tha t b r in k  again i f  and 
when i t  feels its hands are freed. O nly 
continued po litica l opposition to b ig busi­
ness and its  tw o -pa rty  spokesmen can 
restra in  and fin a lly  defeat them.

To suddenly pa in t the m ilita r is t 
E isenhower as a genuine spokesman fo r 
peace, as the G uardian ed ito ria l does, 
can on ly help to d isorient the real an ti­
w a r fighters.

New Truce in Nuclear Testing
The easing of co ld-w ar tensions has 

produced one tangib le concession to the 
people of the w orld . On Aug. 27 Wash­
ington announced i t  w ou ld  extend its 
present suspension of nuclear tests u n t il 
the end of the year. G reat B rita in  w i l l  
fo llo w  suit. Am erican atom ic explosions 
were scheduled to resume Oct. 31. W ith ­
in  24 hours of the U.S. announcement, 
the Soviet U nion said i t  w ou ld  re fra in  
from  atom ic tests as long as the W estern 
powers do.

The issue of a per m anent ban is ex­
pected to be on the E isenhower-Khrush- 
chev agenda. New data about the damage 
to hum an health  from  radioactive fa llo u t 
underscores the heed fo r continu ing  to 
organize a w o rld  w ide popular movement 
demanding tha t the tests be stopped fo r­
ever.

Since the end of W orld  W ar I I ,  205 
nuclear devices have been exploded — 
131 by the U.S., 53 by the USSR and 31 
by the B ritish .

Last M ay the Jo in t Congressional 
Com m ittee on A tom ic  Energy held a four- 
day pub lic  hearing intended to prove that 
the fa llo u t r isk  is a m in im um  one. Despite 
its  efforts to conceal the real extent of the 
danger, the committee has confirmed at 
least some o f the facts p reviously reveal­

ed by independent scientists.
In  a report made pub lic  Aug. 24, the 

Congressmen continued to insist tha t ex­
posure to radioactive fa llo u t is s t i l l  “ re l­
a tive ly  sm all”  as compared to natura l 
rad ia tion. B u t they adm itted tha t every 
single radioactive pa rtic le  absorbed by 
people is dangerous because “ any dose, 
however small, produces some bio logica l 
effect.”

A t  the same tim e  the com m ittee re ­
ported tha t i f  tests are continued on the 
same scale as in  the past five years the 
“ perm issib le”  l im it  of s tron tium  90 ab­
sorbed in  hum an bones w i l l  soon be 
reached. S tron tium  90 causes leukem ia, 
bone cancer and m uta tion  of the genes.

The com m ittee also acknowledged 
tha t the governm ent had been incorrect 
in  its  insistance tha t radioactive fa llo u t 
is d is tribu ted  in  a th in , even layer around 
the globe.

A c tu a lly  more than tw ice  as much 
s tron tium  fa llo u t has concentrated in  the 
N orthe rn  Hemisphere as in  the Southern 
Hemisphere. The com m ittee also confirm ­
ed tha t the fa llo u t is descending tw ice  as 
fast as o ffic ia lly  estimated. This increases 
the extent of hum an exposure to such 
short-lived bu t deadly nuclear products 
as iodine 131.

The NAACP's Little Rock Suit
The N ationa l Association fo r the A d ­

vancement of Colored People has filed 
su it against the L it t le  Rock school board 
in  behalf of a num ber of Negro students. 
W hen schools reopened there on Aug. 12 
on ly  five of the 61 applicants were chosen 
to in tegra te  C entra l and H a ll H igh  
Schools. Two of those rejected, Thelm a 
Mothershed and Melba P a tillo , were 
among the “ L it t le  Rock N ine”  who enter­
ed C entra l H igh  School under a federal 
court order in  1957.

“ Unless legal action were undertaken 
in  behalf of these students, th e ir  righ ts  —• 
already determ ined — w ould  have been 
w aived,”  said Roy W ilk ins , Executive 
Secretary of the NAAC P. The 1957 court 
order established th a t “ school offic ia ls 
were to allocate ch ild ren  to the h igh 
schools on the basis of attendance areas,” 
W ilk in s  continued, . . and offic ia ls were 
not to change the o rig ina l p lan w ith o u t 
p r io r  approval of the court.”  He said the 
suit, in s titu ted  Aug. 8, was fo r the p u r­
pose “ of d iscovering w hether or not the 
o rig ina l p lan had been fo llow ed” by the 
school board.

B u t something new has been added 
since September 1957. Last November the 
U.S. Supreme C ourt backed down from  
its  ea rlie r school desegregation ru lings  
and upheld A labam a’s “ school p lacem ent” 
law . The A labam a law  makes i t  possible 
to segregate Negroes by using a whole 
series of qualifications none of w h ich  
have anyth ing  to do w ith  race — at least 
on the face of it.

The trend since the November ru lin g  
among segregationists seems to be “ I f  
you can’t  fig h t in tegra tion , you can con­

ta in  it . ”  Because of strong pressure from  
w h ite  parents who favo r the preservation 
of the pub lic  school system, m any racist 
offic ia ls in  the South have decided on 
token “ in teg ra tion ,”  using the Alabam a 
“ p u p il p lacem ent”  method.

Thus U.S. News and W orld  Report, 
often a spokesman fo r the Southern ru l­
ing class, now declares tha t “ School in te ­
gra tion  is a problem  of declin ing size. 
Schools are considered ‘in tegra ted ’ i f  one 
Negro is adm itted among hundreds of 
whites. ‘Token’ in teg ra tion  is the new 
pattern. ‘P u p il assignment’ is the means 
of assuring token in tegra tion . Assignment 
of pupils is governed by m u ltip le  stand­
ards . . . Burden of proof then rests upon 
the p u p il to prove tha t race was a factor 
in  assignment to a school. . .

On the one hand th is  constitutes a 
re trea t fo r the racists from  th e ir  “ mas­
sive resistance”  stand. On the ot her hand 
i t  marks a setback in  the struggle fo r 
genuine in tegra tion .

Furtherm ore  token compliance is s till 
combined w ith  o u tr ig h t defiance of the 
law . S ix of the 17 Southern and border 
states have no in tegra tion  at a ll. Prince 
Edward County in  V irg in ia  — a state 
w h ich  has integrated less than 1% of the 
Negro school popula tion — has abolished 
its  pub lic  school system to avoid in tegra­
tion  of any k ind.

W h ile  legal action against the racists 
i s necessary and im portan t i t  is not 
enough. In teg ra tion  leaders like  Mrs. 
Daisy Bates, who stand firm  against da ily  
harassment, m ust be backed up. Mass 
pressure of the Negro people and the 
labor movement m ust be combined w ith  
the N A A C P ’s legal action to w in  the fight.

China's Communes

The Hard Struggle Against Nature
By D anie l Roberts

A fte r slow ing down plans fo r 
economic g row th  in 1956 and
1957, the Chinese Communist 
Party  leaders decided to launch 
another in tensive e ffo rt in  in ­
dustry and agricu ltu re . They 
named th is the “ Great Leap 
Forw ard .”  In  the Second Five- 
Year P lan to begin in  February
1958, the CP leaders announced, 
the firs t three years w ould  be 
the hardest. They called fo r the 
greatest possible exertions.

M ob iliza tion  o f the  biggest la ­
bor force among C hina’s 650 m il­
lion  people was the keynote 
struck at the Second Session of 
the Communist P a rty ’s E ighth 
Congress in M ay 1958 and in  a r­
ticles and speeches in  the fo l­
low ing months.

Inasmuch as the communes 
were launched sho rtly  the re ­
a fte r as a means o f ca rry ing  out 
w hat Mao Tse-tung called the 
“ three-year hard s t r u g g l e  
against nature,”  we must ex­
amine the objectives o f th is  p ro ­
gram, and how the communes 
fit in to  it ,  in  greater detail.

In  agricu lture , the three-year 
hard struggle aims at permanent 
gains in  p roductiv ity .

T R A D IT IO N A L  METHODS

Lacking  food credits abroad, 
or the possib ility  o f obta in ing 
supplies o f chemical fe r tiliz e r 
and ag ricu ltu ra l m achinery, the 
Chinese governm ent has been 
compelled ever since i t  took 
power to restore C hina’s tra d i­
tiona l fa rm ing  methods. As we 
indicated last week, these re ­
qu ire  in tensive labor b u t are 
capable o f producing high per- 
acre yields. They won ungrudg­
ing adm ira tion  from  F. H. K ing , 
Chief o f the D iv is ion  o f Soil 
Management, U. S. Departm ent 
o f A g ricu ltu re , back in  1909. 
K in g ’s book, Farmers o f F o rty  
Centuries, describes the tra d i­
tional practices in  considerable 
detail.

One o f the objectives o f the 
communes is to fu r th e r im prove 
these practices and speed th e ir 
employm ent th roughout China. 
In  a v is it to  A nkuo  C ounty in  
Hopei Province last year, Elsie 
Fa irfax-C holm eley reports es­
sen tia lly  on th is  aspect o f the 
program. (New W orld  Review, 
Feb. 1959.)

E fforts in  th is  area “ included 
the b u ild ing  o f 300 reservoirs, 
an increase in  the num ber of 
wells w ith  mechanical pumps 
from  38 to 1,391. and the d igging 
o f m any ponds.”  (The pumps 
she refers to are probably the 
trad itiona l “ chain pumps”  op­
erated by foo t pow er and or 
bigger, ox-d riven  pumps.) “ Land 
once waterlogged was drained. 
P low ing on 70.000 acres was 
deepened from  the fo rm er five  or 
s ix inches to one foot . . . Huge 
quantities o f green manure, 
pond mud, sewage and other 
fe rtiliz e r were amassed.”

In  experim ental plots the 
earth was dug to a depth o f five 
feet and bottom  fe r t iliz e r was 
added at a ra te  o f s ix ty  tons an 
acre. In  the spring  70,000 peas­
ants from  various cooperatives 
(they had not yet been merged 
in to  communes) “ had banded to ­
gether to deepen a r iv e r  bed and 
bu ild  new canals connecting 
w ith  fa rm land.”  In  short, Ankuo, 
was adopting C hina’s trad itiona l 
fa rm ing  methods as described in  
K in g ’s book.

D AM S A N D  C AN A LS

A  Conference on Soil Science 
held last w in te r noted tha t 
China’s bum per harvest in  1958 
was “ the resu lt o f carefu l cu l­
tiva tion , heavy m anuring, close 
p lan ting  and other measures. O f 
these, carefu l cu ltiva tio n  and the 
use o f large quantities o f organic 
fe r tiliz e r were characteristic o f 
China’s fa rm ing .”

R ivers, dams, canals and res­
ervoirs have been indispensable

to Chinese agricu ltu re  fo r 4.000 
years. K in g  estimated in  1909 
tha t there were fu l ly  200,000 
miles o f canals in  China, Korea 
and Japan. “ Indeed,”  he w rote, 
“ i t  is probable tha t th is  estimate 
is not too large fo r China alone.” 
In  an area 175 by 160 m iles in  
the Yangtze Delta, he estimated 
no less than 25,000 m iles o f ca­
nals.

O ffic ia l Hsinhua News Agency 
reports da ily  about hundreds o f 
thousands o f laborers w o rk ing  
on irr ig a tio n  and water-conser- 
vation projects in  d iffe ren t parts 
of the country. These include 
the rehab ilita tion  o f o ld dikes, 
rivers and canals th a t had 
crum bled, s ilted up or otherw ise 
fa llen  in to  disuse as a resu lt o f 
o ffic ia l neglect in  the decades 
p rio r to the revo lu tion  o r as a 
resu lt o f destruction in  w ar. (The 
biggest such pro ject is the re ­
storation o f the Grand Canal, 
once C hina’s p rinc ipa l transpor­
ta tion  artery.) The program  also 
includes a vast m u ltip lica tio n  of 
new canals and reservoirs.

P R IM IT IV E  TOOLS

The tools the Chinese people 
m ust labor w ith  are p rim itive . 
They include spades, hoes, ca rry ­
ing poles, wheelbarrows. M od­
ern construction or dredging 
equipm ent is in  extrem ely short 
supply. Vast concentrations of 
manpower on a single pro ject 
must make up fo r the w oefu l 
lack o f m achinery. This is w hat 
the cap ita lis t press refers to 
sneeringly as an “ a n th ill”  so­
ciety. But  i t  is the on ly  way, 
under p r e s e n t  circumstances 
tha t China can carry  through its 
sorely needed pub lic  works 
program. A nd the achievements 
have been impressive .— even 
i f  Peking ’s claims tha t land un ­
der irr ig a tio n  increased from  
31% in  1957 to 59% in  1958 tu rn  
out to be as in fla ted as its  other 
economic statistics.

The most am bitious o f a ll 
projects pursued by the Chinese 
governm ent in  its ag ricu ltu ra l 
po licy is to  b ring  the Hwang 
Ho — the Y e llow  R ive r — under 
control. This is a cruc ia l project. 
Period ica lly  over fo r ty  centuries 
the state pow er has attem pted it. 
B u t the Hwang Ho rem ained 
“ The Ungovernable,”  and i t  con­
tinued to ju s tify  its o ther desig­
nations, “ The Scourge”  and 
“ China’s Sorrow ,”  too. Thus, in  
one flood in  1887, the  Y e llow

I R ive r k ille d  almost one m illio n  
people. A nd  ye t in  o ther years, 
the N orth  China p la in  through 
w h ich  i t  runs suffers drought. 
As a result, in  the northern  
areas, d rought alternates w ith  
floods every five or s ix  years. 
Periodic fam ines have been the 
result.

E n tire  armies o f laborers are 
now at w o rk  on the program  to 
harness the Hwang Ho. O ther 
armies are at w o rk  on projects 
to harness the Yangtze and the 
Huai Rivers. These are not s im ­
p ly  o ld -sty le  projects, however, 
fo r they combine hydroe lectric 
developm ent w ith  w ater conser­
vation and flood contro l. Some 
of the w o rld ’s biggest hyd ro ­
electric stations are in  construc­
tion  on these rivers.

Road bu ild ing  and ra ilroad  
construction are also v ita l fo r 
China, in  contrast to  the  past 
when the coun try  re lied  most 
heavily on its w aterways fo r  
transporta tion ; and the  govern­
m ent m ust m obilize  manpower

...Overstate Statistics
(Continued from  Pa%e 1) 

make pig iron  in  small “ back­
ya rd ”  furnaces. “ N ot on ly  was 
much o f the ou tpu t o f these op­
erations o f unusable qua lity , bu t 
fo rc ing  fa rm  dwellers to w o rk  at 
furnaces also disrupted harvest­
ing and caused serious losses.” 

“ The m ilita ry  character o f 
commune organization,”  in c lud ­
ing m ilit ia  tra in ing , “ is said to 
have been de-cmphasized.”  

Reports o f accusations and 
counter-accusations in  the Com­
m unist P a rty  press w ou ld  in d i­
cate tha t an in te rna l struggle in  
the pa rty  leadership attended 
both the deflation o f statistics 
and the m odifications introduced 
in the commune program. Ac­
cording to Red Flag, bi-weekly 
magazine of the Chinese CP's 
Central Committee, some critics 
of communes within the party 
had dubbed the communes the 
result of "petty bourgeois fana­
ticism." In  turn, the Central 
Committee unanimously con­
demned such criticism as "right­
ist opportunism."

The in fla ted  figures them ­

selves were o ffic ia lly  blamed 
on “ lack o f experience in  assess­
ing and calculating ou tpu t o f an 
unprecedented bum per harvest.”  
However, the governm ent had 
computed the increase of ag ri­
cu ltu ra l production from  1952 to 
1957 as 25%, o r a yea rly  average 
increase o f 4.5%. A ga in  Prem ier 
Chou En-la i, in  his repo rt A p r i l  
18 to  the Second N ational Peo­
ple ’s Congress, stated th a t “ an 
increase o f 40 per cent in  gra in  
production . . .  is undoubted ly a 
very h igh rate, ra re ly  know n in  
h is to ry . . . When there are s ti l l  
ve ry  few  fa rm  machines and 
very l it t le  chemical fe rtilize r, 
even an annual increase o f be­
tween 10 and 20 per cent is a 
leap fo rw a rd .”

On the basis o f the 1952-57 
production record and o f Pe­
k ing ’̂  own p lanning c rite r ia  re ­
affirm ed by Chou after the 1958 
harvest, i t  seems incred ib le  tha t 
the CP leaders pu t fo rw a rd  the 
claim  o f 100% increase in  gra in  
production fo r 1958 w ith o u t 
know ing  at the tim e  th a t th is 
figure was grossly exaggerated.

on a large scale fo r these p ro j­
ects.

T rad itiona lly , C hina’s fa rm ­
ers —  especially in  the north  — 
have been id le  in  w in te r. A  m a­
jo r  ob jective o f the  communes 
has been to  develop activ ities  — 
sideline occupations, as the C h i­
nese CP calls them  —  fo r these 
periods. R eviva l and m u ltip lic a ­
tion  o f handicrafts, ag ricu ltu ra l 
processing, production  o f w o rk  
im plem ents and m any pub lic  
w orks have been scheduled d u r ­
ing the w in te r months.

Again, last w in te r, the Chinese 
governm ent organized a huge 
m obiliza tion  fo r the co llection  of 
m anure and decaying vegetable 
m atte r as fe r tiliz e r and the m ak­
ing o f fe r tiliz e r in  sm all w o rk ­
shops from  saltpeter, feathers, 
bones, ha ir, ashes, o ld  leather, 
eggshells, etc.

I t  is th is  u tiliza tio n  o f the 
peasants’ p rev iously id le  w in te r 
tim e, as w e ll as the scope o f the 
irr ig a tio n  projects th a t recently  
won h igh  praise fro m  Ind ian  ag­

ric u ltu ra l delegates fo r  the  com­
mune program.

A c tua lly , the  firs t year o f the 
“ hard ba ttle  against na ture”  be­
gan under the some 700,000 co­
operatives in to  w h ich  the peas­
an try  was organized in  1955-56. 
B u t these proved to  be inade­
quate fo r the organization and 
adm in is tra tion  o f the new  p ro ­
gram.

IR R IG A T IO N  NEEDS

Ir r ig a tio n  projects, fo r  in ­
stance, embraced en tire  regions 
that included dozens o f coopera­
tives. Thousands o f laborers in ­
stead o f hundreds at the disposal 
o f the cooperatives had to  be 
sh ifted about e ithe r on local 
projects o r on the  na tional p ro j­
ects.

Again, some cooperatives en­
gaged in  handicra fts and ag ri­
cu ltu ra l processing, others d id  
not. There w ere differences in  
te rra in  and soil between the  co­
operatives, dup lica tion  o f efforts, 
irra tio n a l use o f the land. There 
were w ide  discrepancies be­
tween riche r and poorer cooper­
atives, w ith  the poorer ones 
w ish ing  help fro m  the  riche r 
ones, bu t find ing  no provis ion 
fo r th is, etc.

For the program  to be carried 
through u n ifo rm ly , b igger un its  
were needed. This led to the 
merger o f the cooperatives in to  
the communes.

A  num ber o f features o f the 
communes since th e ir  inception 
have undergone considerable 
change. The se m i-m ilita ry  o r­
ganization o f labor has been re ­
laxed somewhat as the peasants 
have once again been encour­
aged to  grow  vegetables in  sm all 
p riva te  plots, to  raise th e ir  ow n 
livestock o r to  engage in  hand i­
crafts fo r  a local m arket on a 
pa rt-tim e  basis.

A fte r  the  great exertions o f 
the firs t tw o  years o f the second 
five-year plan, i t  w ou ld  also 
seem th a t the pace o f w o rk  w i l l  
be somewhat relaxed. In  any 
case, the  hard ba ttle  has a lready 
brought p e r m a n e n t  gains 
through the progress in  ir r ig a ­
tion, th rough  organization o f 
fa rm ing  on bigger areas and 
th rough developm ent o f “ side­
line  occupations.”  W hatever con­
cessions the regim e now  feels 
compelled to  make to the peas­
antry, the communes w i l l  be 
called upon to  m a in ta in  the 
gains in  p ro d u c tiv ity  and extend 
them  as much as possible in  the 
fu tu re .

(Second of a series)

Now It's Official — 
Khrushchev Made 
That Secret Speech

A fte r three years o f o ffic ia l 
pretense tha t i t  never happen­
ed, the K re m lin  has o ffic ia lly  
confirm ed the au then tic ity  of 
Khrushchev’s speech at the 
20th Congress o f the Soviet 
Com m unist P a rty  denouncing 
S ta lin ’s crimes. The fo rm a l 
verifica tion was made in a new 
pa rty  h is to ry released a fte r 
Khrushchev p u b lic ly  to ld  the 
T h ird  Congress of Soviet W r it­
ers he had made the speech. 
P reviously, the Soviet govern­
ment insisted th a t the te x t of 
the speech circu lated th rough­
out the w o rld  was a fabrica tion  
of the U.S. C entra l In te lligence 
Agency.

W ork by Stravinksy 
Heard in Moscow 
A fter 3 0 -Year Ban

Moscow music lovers gave 
thunderous acclaim to Leonard 
Bernstein and the v is itin g  New 
Y o rk  P h ilharm onic-S ym phony 
Orchestra a fte r a perform ance 
o f Igo r S trav insky ’s once con­
trovers ia l composition, “ The 
Rites o f Spring.”  The im pres­
sionist w o rk  had been banned in  
the Soviet U nion fo r 30 years as 
“ bourgois fo rm alism .”  In  in tro ­
ducing the piece, M r. Bernstein 
said i t  had created a “ musical 
revo lu tion  five  years before you r 
revo lu tion .”  Its  firs t performance 
in  Paris in  1913 precip ita ted a 
rio t.

Soviet Workers 
Given Limited 
Voice in Production

The Soviet governm ent is ask­
ing w orkers to help im prove p ro ­
duction efficiency, according to 
Paul W ohl in  the  Aug. 29 C hris­
tian  Science M onitor.

Soviet chiefs are studying  
methods o f increasing efficiency 
used in  cap ita lis t production. 
But, W ohl adds, “ More im p o r­
tan t fo r the tim e  being, are Com­
m un is t efforts to  achieve e ffic ­
iency through w orkers ’ com- 
m issions whose task i t  is to  po in t 
ou t machines, technical devices, 
and management methods w h ich  
should be discarded and to  p ro ­

pose be tte r ones instead . . .
“ M r. K hrushchev is try in g  to 

have the contro l [o f production 
effic iency] carried ou t by the 
workers themselves, guided and 
m onitored by  p a rty  and trade 
unions.”

W ohl expresses doubt as to 
w hether i t  is possible “ to re ­
v ive  the  revo lu tiona ry  idea of 
w orkers ’ con tro l and inspection 
in  the fa r  more com plex society 
of today.”  The real problem  
Khrushchev faces, however, is 
tha t the w orkers — i f  they de­
cide to  partic ipa te  at a ll in  the 
guided commissions —  w i l l  t r y  
to  convert them  in to  genuine in ­
strum ents o f w orkers ’ contro l.

Yugoslavia Has 
Record Crop

Yugoslavia is en joy ing  a rec­
ord crop o f w heat and rye  th is  
year and expects to harvest 
more than fo u r m illio n  tons, 25% 
more than planned and one fifth  
h igher than the 1957 crop w h ich  
had set the previous high.

In  add ition  to  good weather, 
the bum per crop is a ttributed, to 
the im p o rt o f B ritis h  tractors, 
Am erican fe r tiliz e r and a high 
q u a lity  Ita lia n  seed specia lly se­
lected fo r  Yugoslav conditions.

Anti-Inflation Strike 
By Metal Workers 
Hits Argentina

A  quarte r o f a m illio n  A rgen ­
tine  m etal w orkers shut down 
7,000 fab rica ting  p lants Aug. 25 
in  a figh t fo r  h igher pay to  offset 
an unb rid led  in fla tion  tha t boost­
ed liv in g  costs by 50 per cent in  
s ix months.

The F rond iz i regim e w hich 
used Am erican tanks against 
s tr ik in g  o il and ra ilroad  w orkers 
earlie r th is  year has decided not 
to  meet the pow erfu l metal 
w orkers head on and declared 
th a t i t  w ou ld  trea t the  s tr ike  as 
a legal one.

The w a lko u t came a fte r m an­
agement f la tly  refused to  con­
sider a wage increase. L ik e  the 
Am erican steel barons, the boss­
es there have the  solid support 
o f the governm ent in  “ com bat­
ing ”  in fla tion  by ho ld ing  the 
lin e  on wages.

The m eta l w orkers have tra ­
d itio n a lly  set the wage patte rn  
fo r in dus tria l w orkers and have 
waged m ilita n t s tr ike  battles in  
the past to  w in  th e ir  demands.

U.S. Grants Nasser 
$t2-M illion  Loan

The federal Im p o rt-E xp o rt 
Bank announced Aug. 24 th a t i t  
is lend ing $12 m illio n  to the 
U nited A rab  Republic to  p u r­
chase 58 locomotives fro m  the 
General M otors Corp.. I t  is the 
firs t such loan since E gypt na­
tionalized the Suez Canal three 
years ago.

Negro Children 
Starve to Death 
In South Africa

South A frica n  offic ia ls say tha t 
the r e c e n t  anti-governm ent 
dem onstrations by A frica n  w om ­
en in  the D urban area were 
“ crim ina l and senseless actions.”  
A  dispatch in  the  Aug. 29 New 
Y o rk  Times gives a somewhat 
d iffe ren t p ic tu re  o f w h y  the 
women, armed on ly  w ith  sticks 
and stones, stood up against cops 
w ith  r io t guns.

D u ring  the 12 months ending 
in  June one out o f every three 
A frica n  ch ild ren  adm itted to  the 
hospita l in  D urban were there 
because o f m a ln u tr it io n . O f 1,617 
such cases, 643 died at the hos­
p ita l. O n ly  one A fr ic a n  in  five  
in  Durban earns more than $42 a 
m o n th  This is considered $22 
less than the absolute m in im um  
required fo r  hea lthy liv in g .

The w o m e n  demonstrated 
against tax  hikes and laws de­
signed to  keep A fricans w o rk in g  
fo r w h ite  farm ers at s ta rva tion  
wages and c learing forests fo r 
the governm ent w ith o u t pay.

Burma Regime 
To Bar Unions 
From Politics

The m ilita ry  regim e o f Gen­
era l Ne W in  is m oving to  d rive  
Burm a unions from  the  active 
ro le they had played in  p o lit ica l 
life . A  b il l  being in troduced in  
P arliam ent w ou ld  requ ire  a 
union o ffic ia l to resign his post 
i f  he becomes an o ffic ia l o f a 
party  o r a candidate fo r  pub lic  
office. U nion offic ia ls w ou ld  also 
be barred from  speaking fo r 
candidates fo r  office, and unions 
w ou ld  lose governm ent recogni­
tion  i f  they endorsed any candi­
date.



Out of W all Street's 
Own Mouthpiece
Editor:

Last Tuesday’s (Aug. 25) is­
sue o f the W all S treet Journa l 
reveals some ve ry  in teresting 
facts about the  figh ting  going 
on in  Laos.

W hen the 1954 Geneva Agree­
m ent was signed, i t  provided 
th a t the Laotian Communists 
should keep contro l of- the areas 
tha t they had won, pending “ in ­
teg ra tion ”  and “ a governm ent 
o f nationa l u n ity .”  When in te ­
g ra tion  was fin a lly  w orked out 
in  1957, the Communists re ­
ceived tw o  cabinet posts and the 
r ig h t to  fo rm  a legal pa rty . They 
soon captured almost a th ird  
o f the na tional legislature. The 
Royal G o v e r n m e n t  became 
frigh tened ; th rew  the le ft-w in g  
out o f the governm ent and s ta rt­
ed to  ja i l  its  leaders. I t  also 
announced tha t i t  was no longer 
bound by the Geneva Treaty. 
The L e ft took to the h ills  to  s ta rt 
figh ting  again.

The L e ft in  th is coun try  should 
note th is  as another lesson as to 
the fa te  o f “ nationa l u n ity ”  and 
“ un ited fro n t”  policies and also

as an answer to those in  the 
R igh t-W ing  w ho always ta lk  of 
Soviet “ bad fa ith ”  when they 
sign treaties.

G. W.
New York

More on Pay 
Of Union Officials
Editor:

Since I  w ro te  m y a rtic le  ad­
vocating low er pay fo r union 
and public officials, I have read 
Sidney Lens’ new book, “ The 
Crisis o f Am erican Labo r” 
(Sagamore Press), in  w h ich  he 
makes the same proposal re ­
garding union officials. Here is 
how he puts it :

“ Provisions are needed l im it ­
ing a un ion o ffic ia l’s salary to' 
tha t of the highest paid w o rk ­
er in  his ju risd ic tion . That w ou ld  
cut the pay o f men like  D avid  
McDonald, George Harrison, and 
others by eight- o r nine-tenths, 
but i t  w ou ld  b rin g  them closer 
to the outlook o f the  members 
they represent.”

In  discussing the pay o f in ­
te rna tiona l representatives of 
the U AW , m y a rtic le  estimated 
tha t i t  was about tw ice  th a t of

the average auto w orker. Lens 
says the gap is greater than that, 
counting a ll benefits and a llow ­
ances: “ Being on the staff o f the 
U AW  today amounts to a prom o­
tion  in  economic status o f about 
150 per cent.”  I th in k  his esti­
mate is p robably more accurate 
than mine.

George Breitman
Detroit, Mich.

(George B re itm an ’s a rtic le  on 
union o ffic ia ls ’ salaries appeared 
in the Aug. 31 M ilita n t.)

Hits Newspapers 
On Juvenile Crime
Editor:

I t  makes m y blood bo il to  read 
how the New Y ork  press treats 
w ith  juven ile  crime. Here is 
how the W orld-Telegram , fo r in ­
stance, recently  described a 
young Puerto Rican charged 
w ith  m urder: “  a pompadoured, 
effem inate punk know n as Drac- 
ula.”  O f course, the paper touts 
the cops who probably k i l l  or 
maim more people w an ton ly  
than a ll the youth  gangs put to ­
gether.

C. G.
New York

Human Tom-Tom
By Herman Chauka

M iles Davis is enjoying grow ing fame as 
a jazz musician. Some th in k  he is the best 
trum pet p layer in the business. His records are 
w ide ly  sold and he perform s in  m ajor clubs 
across the country.

B u t Davis happens to be a Negro. So on 
Aug. 26 a couple of New Y ork  cops cracked 
his head open.

He was at B ird land, a national jazz mecca. 
“ I  had ju s t finished m aking a 27-m inute re ­
cording fo r the armed forces in  behalf of 
selling bonds fo r a free Am erica,”  Davis ex­
plains. “ I  w ent upstairs fo r a breath of fresh 
a ir.”

“ This policeman came along and said, ‘Get 
o ff the s idew alk.’ 1 to ld h im  I ju s t wanted a 
breath of a ir and I was going to go inside 
soon.”

The cop, Patro lm an K ild u ff, to ld h im  he 
was “ a wise guy”  and threatened to arrest 
him . Davis says he wasn’t doing anyth ing  
w rong so he to ld  the cop to go ahead.

K ild u ff began sw ing ing a l h im , Davis 
says. A  crowd gathered and seconds la te r 
detective R olker forced his w ay through, 
b lackjack in  hand.

He “ started beating on m y head like  a 
tom -tom  — his breath reeking w ith  liq u o r,”  
Davis charges.

Charles Chambers, bass p layer in  the 
Davis qu in te t, said: “ I ’ve never seen anyth ing 
lik e  it. The cop . . . b rought down the b lack­
jack on Davis’ head lik e  he was beating a 
bass drum .”

Elaine Sm ith, an employe of a nearby bar, 
said: “ A  crowd gathered and they were say­

ing, ‘Stop. Don’t k i l l  h im . Don’t k i l l  h im .’ I 
saw them h it h im  about three hard blows.”

A  B ird land  patron, John C lark, said, . . 
the o fficer pulled his n igh ts tick  out and at 
the same tim e a man w alked up behind Miles, 
caught h im  by the back o f the coat and beat 
h im  over the head w ith o u t caring w hat was 
going on.”

Davis was arrested on an assault charge. 
The cops claim  he grabbed the pa tro lm an ’s 
n ightstick. Davis points to the tw o patches on 
his head, each covering five stitches, and says: 
“ I f  I  had ever taken his club from  h im  I 
w ou ldn ’t  look like  th is .”

D eputy Police Commissioner A r m says the 
cops “ acted p rope rly ”  but tha t the department 
w il l  comply w ith  demands fo r an investigation 
by President A l M anuti of Local 802 of the 
Musicians Union and others.

The New Y ork  Post has published a 
num ber of le tters of protest. One from  the 
noted jazz au tho rity , Leonard Feather, b rand­
ed the beating “ another shocking example of 
high-handed and inexcusable tactics used by 
pol ice. . .”

“ To h it a man who is not figh ting  back 
is sheer b ru ta lity  in m y book,”  w rote  Barbara 
W illiam s.

“ The tim e seems ro tten ripe fo r the pub­
lic  to demand tha t Commissioner Kennedy 
convey to his police force an elem entary fact 
. . . namely tha t policemen are pub lic  serv­
ants and not self-appointed storm  troopers,”  
added H aro ld  J. Raby.

The beating was “ bru ta l and ce rta in ly  un­
called fo r,”  declared Robert A. Gumbs of the 
A frica n  Jazz A r t  Society.

M OSQUITO A G ITA TO RS —  Fourteen men 
w o rk in g  at the St. Lawrence County Farm  at 
Canton, N. Y., w alked off the job  Aug. 21 after 
offic ia ls fa iled  to do anyth ing  about swarms o f 
mosquitos in  the area. The 14 were re lie f re ­
cipients. They had been forced to take the jobs 
to keep from  being cut off w elfare  under a re ­
cently  enacted county law . W elfare  d irector 
Lee F in ley  blamed the w a lkou t on “ agitators”  
and said the men “ should spend a do lla r”  fo r 
th e ir own insect repellant. They get paid a 
do lla r an hour.

* * »
TELL BOSS TO KEEP H IS  OWN SHIRT

ON—The management of the Peavey Paper 
M ill  in Ladysm ith , Wise., got hot under the 
co llar when some w orkers stripped to the 
w a is t on a scorching day Aug. 20. A  company 
o ffic ia l ordered them to pu t th e ir sh irts back 
on whereupon a ll bu t 25 of the 220 workers 
w alked out in protest. E igh t days la te r they 
offered to re tu rn  fu l ly  clad bu t the company 
insisted tha t leaders of the s tr ike  be fired, so 
no one went back to w ork.

*  *  *

DON'T T H IN K  IT 'S  F U N N Y — The A m e ri­
can Legion has lost at least tw o dues-paying 
members since its convention voted to re ject 
vo lun ta ry  racia l in tegration in  local units of 
the 40 &  8, its w h ite -on ly  “ fun -m ak ing ”
adjunct. Rep. Charles C. Diggs, a Negro Con­
gressman from  D etro it, announced Aug. 28 he 
was q u ittin g  the Legion in protest against the 
decision. Two days la te r James L. Watson, a 
Negro mem ber of the New Y o rk  Slate Senate 
from  Harlem ,' made a s im ila r announcement. 

*  *  *

IN D O C TR IN A TIO N  COURSE— “ They told 
me if  I was to live  in Houston and the South, 
I  w ou ld  have to be indoctrina ted ,”  said E l- 
drew ey Stearnes, 26-year-old Negro law  stu­
dent from  M ich igan attending Texas Southern 
U n ive rs ity . “ They”  refers to the Houston cops 
who arrested Stearnes on a m ino r tra ffic
charge, took h im  to police headquarters and 
proceeded to beat h im . Stearnes protested' to 
M ayor Lew is C u tle r, who ordered a c ity  a t­
to rney to investigate.

•  •  *

W H ITE  W OM AN S H O O T S  NEGRO  
C H IL D — Louise W alker, a w h ite  gas station 
operator in  M ontiecllo , Fla., was released in 
$250 bail on an assault charge last m onth fo r 
fir in g  a shotgun at n ine-year-o ld Vera W im b- 
ley. The ch ild  had tr ied  to use a rest room 
at her truck  stop w h ile  her fa m ily  was having 
a battery charged. Several pellets pierced the 
l i t t le  g ir l's  legs.

*  *  #

TOP-SECRET D A TA —The House A rm ed 
Services subcommittee announced Aug. 21 it  
w ould  take action to compel the C onvair d i­
vision of the giant General Dynamics Corp. to 
p e rm it governm ent agencies to examine its 
production-cost records on the A tlas IC BM  
and B-58 bomber. The comm ittee believes tha t 
the company, headed by fo rm er A rm y  Secre­
ta ry  F rank  Pace, has been selected by the

a irc ra ft industry  to test w hether the govern­
ment can be prevented from  inspecting in ­
dustry books. C onvair appears to have a d irect 
stake in the fight. The U.S. C om ptro lle r Gen­
eral charged Aug. 20 tha t it  had padded a 
governm ent contract to make an unwarranted 
additiona l p ro fit of $3.4 m illion . A  company 
spokesman scoffed that the extra  p ro fit was 
less than l ' / 0 of the to ta l contract amount.

» •  *

DENVER COP KNOW S W H A T U N IO N  
W ORK IS N 'T— Denver C ity  Employes Local 
158 has protested use of c ity  ja il  w o rk  crews 
to help m ainta in  the Denver M ounta in Park 
System. Probation officer F rank D illon , in a 
rep ly to the protest, claimed tha t union labor 
wasn’t  being replaced. He said a typ ica l p ris ­
oner pro ject was fo r the men to w a lk  bare­
foot in park areas p ick ing  up beer cans. 
“ T ha t’s not union w o rk ,”  he said. D illo n ’s r ig h t 
about that. Union labor won the r ig h t to wear 
shoes a long tim e ago.

*  *  *

G U A R D IA N  OF THE LA W — S heriff Pat 
B urm eister of Greeley, Colo., was charged 
Aug. 28 w ith  raping a 17-year-old prisoner in 
the county ja il. A  companion charge was made 
of inducing a witness to go into h id ing  to 
prevent testim ony in the case. The sheriff who 
is s til l ca rry ing  on his duties, was already 
aw aiting  tr ia l on a series of other charges. 
Am ong these we re fa ilu re  to report tw o fines 
collected, charging the county fo r use of his 
car when he was actua lly  using a county car 
and paying his fa th e r-in -la w  fo r  acting as 
guard on tr ip s  he never made.

*  »  *

W E'LL SHOW KHR USHC H EV — Soviet 
P rem ier Khrushchev expressed a desire to 
trave l from  Los Angeles to San Francisco by 
car to see more of the country. B u t the State 
Departm ent. w ants h im  to trave l by plane. An 
Aug. 30 ed ito ria l in  the Omaha W orld-H era ld  
supports the idea of a car tr ip . A couple of 
hundred miles on the Los Angeles and C a li­
fo rn ia  freeways, the ed ito ria l observes, “ would 
convince h im  beyond all doubt that Americans 
are incred ib ly  courageous people who risk 
th e ir lives da ily  just going to and from  w o rk .” 

*  *  *

A 'M O DEL' FARM  LABOR SET-UP—F ort 
Lupton, Colo., boasts one o f the best farm  
labor camps in the nation. M ig ra to ry  workers 
harvesting beans and other crops earn about 
$6 a day w o rk in g  under state em ploym ent 
office supervision. They are housed in county 
fac ilities  which include 12 by 18 one-room 
fram e cabins w ithou t runn ing  w ater or to ile t 
fac ilities  fo r a renta l o f $4 a week. Occupancy 
is supposed to be lim ited  to five per un it, but 
offic ia ls pe rm it fam ilies of eight or more to 
move in. B u t apparently tha t $6 a day is too 
steep fo r the fa rm  operators. One ou tfit has 
introduced a bean-picking machine tha t re ­
places 125 men. Anot her has,an apparatus that 
harvests, tops, cleans, grades, weighs, pack­
ages, seals and crates carrots in  one continu­
ous operation.
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500 Strike 
Two Hospitals 
In Chicago

CHICAGO, Aug. 28 — Picket 
lines were thrown around two 
local hospitals today as 500 
members of the State, County 
and Municipal Employes Union 
struck to enforce their demand 
for union recognition.

The struck hospitals, M t. Sinai 
and the Home fo r the Incurables, 
have refused to meet even in ­
fo rm a lly  w ith  the union, w hich 
represents the overw helm ing 
m a jo rity  o f the non-professional 
employes.

Salaries and em ploym ent con­
d itions o f hospita l w orkers are 
s im ila r to  those in  New York. 
Indeed, a recently  published 
study by the Bureau o f Labor 
S tatistics shows th a t a substan­
tia l num ber o f hospita l w orkers 
continue to earn less than $1 an 
hour.

The tw o struck hospitals have 
canceled leaves of absence, va­
cations and days o ff fo r  profes­
sional employes. For the past 
week they have also been tra in ­
ing "vo lun teers”  to  replace the 
strikers. Letters to employes 
state tha t the hospitals cannot 
afford wage increases and that 
no raises w ou ld  be fo rthcom ing 
unless add itiona l funds were 
made available from  charitable
sources.

PHO NY C LA IM

The hospitals are also c la im ­
ing tha t they are lega lly  exem pt 
from  collective bargaining and 
that “ pa tien t care”  is not an 
item  subject to collective bar­
gaining.

The union, o f course, is not 
a ttem pting to negotiate “ patient 
care.”  I t  m ere ly wants w hat 
other employers have been 
forced to g rant —  nam ely the 
r ig h t o f w orkers to have a voice 
in determ in ing em ploym ent con­
ditions.

The un ion  has agreed to sign 
a contract w ith  a no-strike  
clause and to subm it disputed is­
sues to a rb itra tion . B u t a ll its 
proposals have been turned 
down by the hospitals.

Support of the strike has been 
promised by the CIO Industrial 
Union Council. A request for 
help made to the Chicago Feder­
ation of Labor has received no 
reply as yet. The non-profession­
al workers themselves are out 
solidly at the two hospitals.

A  mem orandum issued recent­
ly  by the Illin o is  H ospita l As­
sociation to a ll member hospitals 
urges them  to continue the IH A  
po licy o f refusing to deal w ith  
any organization o f hospital 
employes. The Association points 
w ith  satisfaction to the New 
Y ork  s trike  where the unions d id 
not obta in  fo rm a l recognition.

The IH A  claims th a t the 
un ion ’s re tu rn  to  w o rk  w ith o u t 
recognition was the resu lt o f 
fa ilu re  o f the top A F L -C IO  o f­
ficials to  p rovide solid support. 
A c tua lly , the New Y o rk  A F L - 
CIO gave solid support to  the 
New Y ork  hospita l strikers, and 
this spelled the difference be­
tween defeat and the lim ited  
v ic to ry  tha t the hospital w o rk ­
ers actua lly  scored. (They won 
“ back-door”  recognition and a 
wage h ike.)

At the same time the IH A  
urges member hospitals to con­
tinue to fight union recognition, 
it cautions them not to make 
their stand public in order to 
avoid "misunderstandings."

They Showed the Way

Picketline scene at New York's Mt. Sinai Hospital 
during 46-day strike that won partial union recognition at 
voluntary hospitals. The strike inspired similar hospital 
organizing drives in other cities. Now two hospitals in 
Chicago are on strike. (See story this page.)

Seattle Steel Strikers 
Aided by Other Unions

SEATTLE, Aug. 28 —  Strik­
ing members of Local 1208 of 
the United Steel Workers at 
the Bethlehem Steel plant here 
are beginning to get some much 
needed aid from the rest of the 
labor movement.

The In te rna tiona l Longshore­
men’s U nion has been ve ry  co­
operative in  help ing to provide 
pa rt-tim e  w ork  fo r some o f the 
men through its h ir in g  hall. I t  
has also provided the stee lw ork­
ers w ith  an office in  its bu ild ing

Prudential 
Agents Picket 
In Newark

N EW AR K, Sept. 1 —  “ W hat 
do you know. Insurance men on 
s trike ,”  said an onlooker o f a 
huge p icke t-line  in dow ntown 
N ew ark today. A lthough  not on 
strike, a b o u t  4,000 agents 
marched in  fro n t o f P rudentia l 
Insurance Co.’s home office fo r 
nearly  tw o  hours du ring  the 
lunch period.

They were protesting the com­
pany’s arrogant stand in  nego­
tiations. P ruden tia l recently  o f­
fered a contract w ith o u t wage 
increases. Though s ix  ou t of 
seven o f the un ion ’s na tiona l o f­
ficers recommended th a t the 
members accept it, a m a jo rity  of 
the un ion na tiona lly  voted it  
down. Negotiations w il l  resume 
tom orrow  in  Washington, D. C. 
The old contract expired Ju ly  6.

M any demonstrators held tha t 
the real issue was not wages. 
“ P rudentia l wants to bust us,”  
said one picket. “ They never 
gave up try ing . We’re figh ting  
fo r security and tha t means con­
tinued recognition o f our un ion.”

The agents belong to the In ­
surance W orkers In te rna tiona l 
Union. Members from  New Y ork  
C ity  came in  30 buses and cars 
to help th e ir New Jersey fe llow - 
unionists conduct the demon­
stration.

and calls strikers fo r jobs as 
soon as its own members and 
pool men have been h ired  fo r 
the day. A bou t 200 steel w o rk ­
ers have gotten some w ork  
through th is  arrangem ent so far.

In  addition, the Com m unity 
Service O rganization o f the 
A FL-C IO  has been doing a good 
job  o f he lp ing needy strikers  
obta in aid fro m  various social 
service agencies. I t  gives in fo r ­
m ation and m aintains contact 
w ith  such organizations as the 
state w e lfa re  departm ent, the 
Veterans A dm in is tra tion , the 
Salvation A rm y  and others. 
Since i t  enjoys the fu l l  support 
o f organized labor, the Com­
m u n ity  Service Com m ittee car­
ries w e igh t w ith  these organiza­
tions and is able to get a p p li­
cations fo r aid processed qu ite  
effectively.

Instead of app ly ing  d irec tly  
fo r such aid, members apply 
firs t to  the union w e lfa re  com­
m ittee and are then re ferred  to 
the proper agency.

The local union has also re ­
ceived $2,500 fo r  emergency aid 
from  the D is tr ic t 38 s tr ike  fund. 
This money is used to help out 
in  emergency cases where re lie f 
cannot be obtained from  regu lar 
agencies.

NEGROES HARD H IT

A bout h a lf the strikers  have 
e ither obtained some w o rk  or 
are in  a position where they can 
get by on savings. Jobs are not 
too hard to come by fo r  w h ite  
w orkers r ig h t now. But, as 
usual, Negro w orkers are ha rd ­
est h it.

The situation still remains a 
generally lough one for the 
strikers and as the shutdown 
continues the financial pressure 
increases. The help given by the 
local labor movement has eased 
things but it is evident that all- 
out national aid is a real ne­
cessity.

A MODERN SUBW AY
The New Y ork  T rans it A u ­

th o r ity  says tha t 540 cars on the 
c ity  subway are over 40 years 
old and so broken down th a t i t ’s 
impossible to repa ir them.

. . .  Negro Nationalists
( C ontinued fro m  Page I ) 

ample not only of u tiliz in g  le ­
gal procedures in police b ru ta l­
ity  cases but also of organizing 
resistance on the spot. This 
alone can have an e lec trify ing  
effect upon the mass of the Ne­
groes who are con tinua lly  sub­
ject to police tyranny.

AS BAD AS RACISTS?

But i f  the M uslim s and other 
nationalists procla im  the inhe r­
ent superio rity  of blacks over 
whites, aren’t they in  reverse 
ju s t as bad as the w h ite  su­
premacists? This is a form al 
“ logic”  devoid of understand­
ing. This is the k ind  o f “ im ­
p a rt ia lity ”  w hich expelled one 
of the Negro students at Cen­
tra l H igh in L it t le  Rock when, 
a fte r months of being insulted 
w ith  racial nam e-calling, she 
turned oil a torm entor w ith  the 
ep ithet “ w h ite  trash.”

O f course, socialists and all 
other fighters against racism 
oppose use of such epithets and 
expose the fa ls ity  of a ll form s 
of chauvinism . B u t i t  is neces­
sary to d istinguish between the 
chauvinism  of the oppressor 
and that of the oppressed. Tow ­
ard the fo rm er there must be 
unyie ld ing  un rem itting  w ar;

toward the la tte r there must 
be opposition w ith  understand­
ing and persuasion.

I t ill becomes any white per­
son to presume to condemn, or 
even to argue against Negro 
chauvinism unless he can point 
to an unblemished record of 
fighting the omnipresent white 
chauvinism of American society. 
Black chauvinism is but a dim 
mirror image of white chauvin­
ism. Moreover, white chauvin­
ism, unlike black chauvinism, 
is far more than ugly words. 
The epithets of white chauvin­
ism are the verbalization of 
brutal social realities.

Today i t  is indisputable tha t 
the great m a jo rity  of the Negro 
people w ant fu l l  in tegra tion— 
economic, po litica l and social— 
w ith  the rest of the Am erican 
people. Such groups as the 
M uslim s express an understand­
able despair and bitterness 
w ith  the present prospects and 
rate of progress towards such 
equality. This is a condemna­
tion not of the nationalists but. 
o f the “ Am erican Way o f L ife ”  
under big business rule.

W hile  w ork ing  fo r  complete 
in tegration, w h ile  try in g  to 
bu ild  unions, a labor pa rty  and 
a revo lu tiona ry  m ilita n t social­

ist movement on the rock of 
in te rrac ia l so lida rity , we should 
never make the e rro r o f lu m p ­
ing Negro nationalists w ith  the 
w h ite  supremacists.

Socialists must try  to  w in  
over the Negro nationalists— 
whose aim a fte r a ll is freedom 
— always bearing in m ind tha t 
the most effective argum ent is 
unceasing struggle against all 
form s of J im  Crow. A t the 
same tim e socialists m ust be 
a le rt to defend the c iv il l ib e r­
ties o f the M uslim s and other 
Negro nationalists. Th is is a 
d u ty  owed not on ly to the Ne­
gro struggle bu t to the pre­
servation of the Am erican peo­
ple ’s already dangerously un­
derm ined c iv il liberties.

Florida Negroes 
Fight Execution 
In 4 Rape Cases

F lo rid a ’s double standard of justice, one fo r w hites 
and another fo r Negroes, has been upheld by the state’s 
Board of Pardons. The Board refused, Ju ly  28, to com­
mute the death sentence o f Sam
W iley Odom, 18, o f Lake Coun­
ty  to life  im prisonm ent. Odom 
is the youngest o f fo u r Negroes 
facing the death pena lty  a t Rai- 
ford , Fla. A ll  are accused o f 
rap ing w h ite  women. On Sept. 
16 the cases o f the o ther three 
w il l  be reviewed by the Board.

Odom’s plea fo r clemency 
was opposed by Lake C ounty ’s 
notorious N e g ro -k illin g  sheriff, 
W illis  McCall.

No w h ite  man in  F lo rida  has 
ever received the death penalty 
fo r rap ing  a Negro woman. This 
in justice  is p a rticu la rly  flagrant 
because ju s t last June, fo u r 
w hite  men, convicted by an a ll- 
w h ite  ju ry  o f rap ing a Negro co­
ed from  F lorida  A. and M. U n i­
versity, received life  sentences. 
(The m ilita n cy  o f the un ive rs ity  
students at th a t tim e  made cer­
ta in  at least th a t the w h ite  rap ­
ists w ould not get away scot- 
free as often happens in  the 
South when w h ite  men assault 
Negro women.)

The Negro people o f F lo rida  
are determ ined th a t equal ju s ­
tice now be shown to  the Negro 
prisoners. A  pe tition  signed by 
15,324 members o f the  F lo rida  
State Congress o f Parents and 
Teachers was sent to  G overnor 
L eRoy Collins, chairm an o f the 
Pardons Board, asking th a t the 
lives o f a ll fo u r men be spared.

The pe tition  is pa rt o f a cam­
paign u rg ing  a ll those interested 
in  seeing equal justice establish­
ed in  F lo rida  to w rite  to  the 
Board o f Pardons before Sept. 
16.

So le t the Board know  how 
you feel about the double stan­
dard o f justice th a t spares some 
men and k ills  others according 
to the color o f th e ir  skin. W rite  
to F lo rida  Board o f Pardons, 
Gov. LeRoy Collins, chairman, 
State Capito l, Tallahassee, Fla.

SILVER  L IN IN G
Scientists repo rt th a t cancer- 

breeding s tron tium  90 is he lp ing 
weather experts to track  a ir cu r­
rents.

GUTTER JO URNALISM

Edito ria ls  in  the New Y ork  
W orld -Telegram f r e q u e n t l y  
plum p fo r “ decency”  and “ fa ir  
p lay.”  B u t when tw o 16-year- 
old Puerto Rican youths were 
arrested on a m urder charge the 
paper scurrilous ly  described one 
o f  them  as “ a pompadoured, e f­
fem inate punk,”  and the other 
as “ short, sk inny and ug ly .”

Cooks, Salad Girls 
Strike Against 
$31 a Week

Cooks, salad g irls , helpers 
and dishwashers are m an­
ning p icke t lines at S touffer’s 
fo u r New Y o rk  restaurants. 
The company refused to  rec­
ognize Cooks Local 89 and 
Chain Service Local 11 o f the 
H otel and Restaurant Em ­
ployes and Bartenders In te r ­
national Union, A FL-C IO . 
Wages fo r  cooks at S touffer’s 
a fte r taxes is $35.53 w h ile  
others take home as l it t le  as 
$31.13.

The strikers  arc demanding 
$1.50 an hour and union rec­
ognition. Most o f them  are 
women, m any o f w hom  are 
heads o f fam ilies. A  large 
num ber o f s trikers are Ne­
groes w ho have been v ic tim ­
ized by the com pany’s wage 
policies fo r years.

Witch Hunters 
Cancel Probe 
In California

By Della Rossa
LOS ANGELES, Aug. 24 —  

The House Un-American A ctivi­
ties Committee this weekend 
canceled its scheduled hearings 
into "Communist" influence in  
the California school system and 
attempted to turn over the job 
to local school boards under the 
state's Dilworth Act. A n  in ju n c ­
tion  against th is  move was 
p rom p tly  filed  today by the 
Southern C a lifo rn ia  Am erican 
C iv il L ibe rties  Union. A round  
110 teachers in  the state were 
released from  subpoenas when 
the Congressional “ probe”  was 
called off.

The House Com m ittee held 
hearings here last spring w ith:- 
out find ing  a single fr ie n d ly  
w itness among the teachers. 
When the probers le ft, they 
threatened a mass expose o f the 
school system in  the fa ll. The 
threatened hearings were tw ice  
postponed, before being can­
celed altogether, in  the face o f 
w hat F rank W ilk inson  o f the 
Citizens Com m ittee to Preserve 
Am erican Freedoms called “ un­
paralle led popu lar opposition.”

O pposition is now m ounting  
against any “ investigation ”  o f 
teachers by the local school 
boards. Such probes in to  teach­
ers’ alleged po litica l beliefs drew  
critic ism  from  Lou E ilerm an, 
president o f the C a lifo rn ia  State 
Federation o f Teachers (A F L - 
CIO).

Again, A. L. W irin , counsel 
fo r the Am erican C iv il L ibe rties  
Union, protested th a t Congress­
man W a lte r’s decision to  fu rn ish  
the names o f teachers subpoen­
aed and in fo rm a tion  about them  
to each board o f education “ in ­
dicates th a t the com m ittee w i l l  
func tion  beyond its  au tho rity . 
Its  a u tho rity  is lim ite d  to fu rn ­
ish ing in fo rm a tion  to  Congress 
and not to local boards o f edu­
cation.”

The Y outh  Com m ittee fo r 
C iv il L iberties, organized to 
protect the righ ts  o f subpoenaed 
teachers, “ welcomed the can­
cellations as a v ic to ry  fo r aca­
demic freedom in  C a lifo rn ia ”  
but voted to continue the figh t 
against teacher investigations.


