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Herter Squirms 
Over Soviet Bid 
On Disarmament

B y  Joseph Hansen
K hrushchev ’s proposal tha t the entire  w o rld  disarm 

com pletely, except fo r in te rna l “ secu rity ” forces, has 
placed the State D epartm ent in  an embarrassing position 
Most people outside the U nited*----------------------------------------------------
States are convinced tha t the 
economic structure  o f the Soviet 
U nion is inhe ren tly  an ti-im per- 
ia lis tic  and tha t i t  is not driven 
tow ard  war. The disarmament 
appeal of the head o f the Soviet 
governm ent has consequently 
been accepted as sincerely 
meant.

In  a press in te rv ie w  Sept. 22 
Secretary o f State H erte r ad
m itted  tha t K hrushchev’s sug
gestion tha t pa rt o f the savings 
resu lting  from  disarm am ent go 
to the w o rld ’s under-developed 
countries has aroused great in 
terest in Asia, A fr ica  and L a tin  
Am erica.

H e rte r found it  expedient to 
avoid d irec tly  opposing K hrush- 

'chey’s offer of jo in t d isarm a
ment. He called it. “ propaganda,”  
bu t he also fe lt  forced to praise 
i t  as “ an e ffo rt o f m ankind to 
reach the so lu tion o f one, at 
least, o f the m ajor problems of 
the w o rld  w h ich  is a great th reat 
to  the w o rld  itse lf.”

A t the same time, in  conso
nance w ith  the im pe ria lis t fo r 
eign po licy  tha t the Am erican 
cap ita lis t economic s tructure  re 
quires, he sought to deflate the 
e ffo rt: " I t  is in  its  details some
th in g  tha t can be looked at w ith  
skepticism  . .

Moreover, said H erter, the So
v ie t p rem ier le ft an “ im p o rta n t”  
question unanswered. H ow  can 
peace be m ainta ined among na
tions i f  some o f them  s t i l l  insist 
“ on going to w a r w ith  each 
other, even w ith  knives?”

K hrushchev made his proposal 
in  a speech before the U nited 
Nations General Assem bly Sept. 
18. The Soviet spokesman e lo 
quen tly  described the danger of 
nuclear w a r and the burden of 
the armaments race.

"So much inflammable ma
terial has accumulated that a 
single spark would be enough to 
place everything on the verge of 
catastrophe," he said. ‘‘The 
world has reached a point where 
on the strength of no more than 
some ridiculous accident, such as 
a technical fault in a plane car
rying a hydrogen bomb or
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mental aberration in the pilot 
behind the controls, may trans
late war into reality."

The annual m ilita ry  expendi
tures of a ll states today, he con
tinued, “ t o t a l  approxim ate ly  
$ 100,000 ,000 ,000 .”

The num ber o f people d irec tly  
o r in d ire c tly  connected w ith  the 
production o f arms and in - 
volve<J. in  various branches of 
m ilita ry  research reaches the 
staggering to ta l o f 100,000,000.

Khrushchev placed tw o  main 
proposals -oA-the .table-, to ta l disr 
arm ament and —  i f  th a t is un 
acceptable to the W estern pow 
ers —  p a rtia l disarmament.

E ithe r is acceptable to the So
v ie t governm ent bu t K h ru sh 
chev stressed to ta l disarmament. 
This, he suggested, could be ac
complished by stages w ith in  fou r 
years.

“ This means,”  he said, “ tha t 
land armies, navies and a ir fo r 
ces shall cease to  exist; tha t gen
eral staffs and w ar m in istries 
shall be abolished; tha t m ilita ry  
educational establishments shall 
be closed . . .

“ M ilita ry  bases in  fo re ign  te r
rito ries  shall be abolished. A ll 
atom ic and hydrogen bombs at 

(C onlin jied on Page 2)

U.S. Boosts de Gaulle’s
Phony Plan for Algeria

B y  G eorge L avan
On Sept. 16 de G aulle made a speech announcing a 

plan fo r the “ se lf-determ ination”  of A lgeria . As w ith  
o ther French “ p lans”  fo r A lge ria  announced on the eve 
o f the UN General Assembly 
session, the purpose is to  prevent 
passage of an A rab-A sian  spon
sored resolution ca lling  fo r  UN 
efforts to  settle the w a r in  A l
geria. ,

The new "plan" is phony both 
in  form and content. Offered to 
the Algerian people "individual
ly" it contains no offer to ne
gotiate the plkn or a cease-fire 
with the Algerian independence, 
movement. Moreover, the three 
alternatives, which de Gaulle 
says the Algerians could vole on 
four years after the freedom 
fighters had surrendered to the 
French authorities, are all fraud
ulent.

F irs t a lte rna tive  is fo r A lgeria  
to  be integrated — i. e., to re- 

. m ain as i t  is now, a “ pa rt”  of 
France proper. Obviously hatred 
o f th is status is w ha t has kept 
the A lgerians figh ting  fo r free
dom fo r s ix years.

Second a lte rna tive  w ould be 
“ independence” plus the cu tting  
up of the country by the French 
to keep any areas w h ich  d id not 
vote fo r independence, or tc 
carve out a French area in  which 
to regroup non-independence 
voters geographically. F u rth e r
more, France w ou ld  re ta in  con
tro l o f A lgeria 's o il fields, p ipe
lines and probably most o f th t 
other w ealth jo f the country. Nc 
w onder de Gaulle describes this 
as an “ incred ib le  and disastrous’' 
independence w h i c h  w ould 
b ring  “ appalling poverty .”

T h ird  a lte rna tive  —  the one 
favored by de Gaulle —  is foi 
an autonomous federation in  A l 
geria under French auspices. A l 
geria w ou ld  be cu t up into 
states, fo rm ing  a federation 
w h ich  w ou ld  be la rge ly  pow er

less because each state (pa rticu 
la r ly  th a t set up fd r  the French 
settlers) w ould  have such strong 
“ state’s rig h ts ”  th a t i t  could 
paralyze the federal govern
ment.

F r e n c h  imperialism's war 
against the Algerian people has 
been waged largely with U.S. 
arms (NATO ) and money. The 
U.S. Slate Department has al
ways fought against the UN  
passing resolutions on the A l
gerian war. Usually the U.S. 
delegation voted openly against 
the. Arab-Asian sponsored reso
lution presented annually. Last 
year, however, the situation had 
become so scandalous that the 
U.S. delegates abstained from  
¡he vote.

This fa lte r in g  in fu ria ted  the 
French im peria lists and explains 
w hy de Gaulle has been so “ d if 
ficu lt”  fo r W ashington to  deal 
w ith . On Sept. 2-4 Eisenhower 
visited Paris and made a deal 
'o r the U.S. to give strong sup- 
oort to France in  the coming 
QN debate on A lgeria . The day 
a fte r de G aulle ’s speech, Eisen
hower declared i t  “ was com- 
oletely in  accord w ith  our hopes 
to see proclaim ed a ju s t and 
libera l program fo r A lge ria .” 
On Sept. 22 Secretary o f State 
H erte r speaking at a U nited Na- 
ions luncheon urged tha t the 

UN do noth ing to hamper de 
3au lle ’s “ jus t and peaceful solu- 
;ion fo r A lge ria .’'

The U.S. statements have 
caused re jo ic ing  among the 
French capitalists and th e ir  pol- 
ticians and generals; bu t they 
have brought anger and d is il
lusionm ent to the A lge rian  peo
ple.

Voice Labor Party Need
A t AFL-CIO Convention

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________  A.

Labor Dept.
Harasses
Teamsters

Moving in with the new anti- 
labor club shaped by Congress, 
Secretary of Labor Mitchell an
nounced Sept. 18 that he had 
sent a telegram to Teamsters 
Union President James Hoffa in 
structing him to provide the 
names of any officers convicted 
of felonies and to report what 
action was being taken to re
move such officials.

The Labor Secretary chose the 
national A F L -C IO  convention 
fo r the announcement. He also 
said his departm ent atffeady had 
the wheels in  m otion fo r inves
tiga ting  other unions tha t Con
gressional hearings had in d i
cated “ are in filtra te d  w i t h  
know n Communists o r felons.”

However, he asserted, the new 
law w ou ld  not be used to “ w itch  
h un t”  honest unions. The con
vention received his rem arks in  
icy silence.

The section o f the new addi
tion  to the T a ft-H a rtle y  law  
w h ich  M itch e ll has seized hold 
of so qu ick ly  was pa rt o f the 
o rig ina l Kennedy b ill passed by 
the Senate last spring.

A fte r detailed study of the 
K ennedy-Landrum -G riffin  b i l l  
tha t fin a lly  became law , labor 
attorneys- havfe'WrtWd'~Sf'T:Ke 
conclusion th a t i t  gives the gov
ernm ent even greater power of 
in te rven tion  in  un ion  affairs 
than they o rig in a lly  feared.

PROBING POWERS

U nder the new statute, the 
Secretary o f Labor w il l  have 
much the same power as the 
free-w heeling Congressional in 
vestigating committees and per-1 
haps more so. The D epartm ent 
o f Labor becomes converted 
in to  a D epartm ent fo r  the H a r
assment o f Labor.

The Secretary o f Labor now 
has the au tho rity  to summon 
union offic ia ls fo r g r ill in g  who 
he believes have vio la ted  the 
an ti-labor law, may be about to 
vio late it, o r m ay s im p ly know 
about a v io la tion.

Further, under a recent Su
preme C ourt curb on the r ig h t 
to invoke the F if th  Am endm ent 
against possible se lf-incrim ina- 
tion, he m ay be able to  force 
those summoned to te s tify  by 
o ffering “ im m u n ity ”  from  pros
ecution.

The new law  proh ib its  any 
person w ho has been convicted 
o f any one o f a series o f felonies 
w ith in  the past five years from  
hold ing un ion office. I t  also bars 
such office to anyone held to 
have belonged to the Com m unist 
P a rty  du ring  the previous five 
years.

H o ld in g  F irm

Steel workers gather at a Pittsburgh rally in the eighth week of their strike. FinanciaJ 
aid is coming in from other unions. Several internationals pledged nearly $3-million at the 
A FL-C IO  convention in San Francisco and a unanimous resolution called on all unionists 
to contribute an hour's pay monthly to "sustain and support" the strikers. The goal is $25- 
million a month.

U.S. Pressures United Nations 
To Bar Seat for ChineseGovt.

On Sept. 22 by a vote of 44 to 
29, with 9 abstentions, the Gen
eral Assembly barred the Peo
ple's Republic of China fro m 1 
membership in the United Na
tions for another year.

The action was taken under 
pressure from  the U nited States, 
w hich dominates the organiza
tion.

Ind ia  in itia te d  the debate to 
consider the question. K rishna 
Menon, Ind ian  defense m in ister, 
argued tha t “ We cannot jus t 
w ish away a nation, big o r small. 
We have to recognize the facts 
as they are.”

To th is  reasonable position, 
W alte r S. Robertson, the U.S. 
delegate, alleged tha t the Mao 
regime “ has kept itse lf in  pow 
er by bloody purges and by the 
liq u ida tion  of some 18,000,000 
m ain land Chinese in  nine years.” 
He also accused the  Chinese gov
ernm ent o f prom oting “ s ix fo r 
eign or c iv il wars — Korea, T i
bet, Indochina, the Philipp ines, 
Malaya and Laos.”

The fiimsiness o f th is argu
ment can be judged from  the 
fac t tha t the U.S. backed m em 
bership in  the U nited Nations 
fo r fascist d ic ta to r Franco, who 
has kept h im se lf in  power by 
bloody purges and the suppres
sion o f the Spanish w o rk ing

class fo r more than 20 years.
The U.S. also defends m em 

bership fo r Chiang Kai-shek, 
whose regime was even bloodier 
than th a t o f Franco.

In  addition, when i t  comes to 
recognizing new regimes in  the 
Western Hemisphere, the State 
D epartm ent asks on ly  i f  i t  rea lly  
exercises power.

The Soviet delegation argued 
strenuously fo r g iv ing  the seat 
now held by d ic ta to r Chiang to 
the new governm ent pu t in to  
pow er'by  the Chinese people in 
the ir 1946-49 Revolution. K u z
netsov, in  rep ly ing  to R obert
son, said tha t the rum p regime 
o f Chiang was “ a decomposed 
po litica l corpse w h ich  on ly  con
tam inates the po litica l atmos
phere and w hich should be re 
moved from  the U nited Nations 
as soon as possible.”

W hat m otivates the a ttitude 
o f the U.S. governm ent —  and 
th is has been true  under both 
Democrats and Republicans — is 
a stubborn refusal to  acknow 
ledge the overtu rn  of p roperty  
relatic#)s in  China. By keeping 
its eyes closed, \yash ington 
seems to hope th a t by  some ma
gic the facts w il l  go away.

W all Street considered Chifia 
one o f the great prizes in W orld  
W ar II . The e lbow ing out of 
Japanese im peria lism  and the

opening up o f China as a vast 
new source o f cheap labor, cheap 
raw  m ateria ls and profitab le  in 
vestments was one o f the m ain 
reasons fo r provoking  Japan 
in to  the a ttack on Pearl Harbor.

The Chinese people had d if 
fe ren t ideas about th e ir coun
try . They saw noth ing to gain 
from  handing over th e ir resour
ces/to exp lo ita tion  by Am erican 
im peria lism . They learned th.is 
in  some tw o  decades o f b itte r 
experience under W all S treet’s 
agent Chiang Kai-shek.

They exercised th e ir w il l  in  
deciding w hat k ind  o f govern
ment they wanted in  the most 
decisive w ay possible — re vo lu 
tion.

Americans w ho reca ll the 
revo lu tiona ry  h is to ry  of th e ir 
own coun try  cannot help bu t 
feel sym pathy fo r the desire of 
the Chinese people to  deter
m ine th e ir  own fate. This sym 
pathy helps account fo r  the 
grow ing opin ion tha t i t  is high 
tim e to recognize the new gov
ernment.

An increasing num ber o f busi
nessmen also fa vo r recognition. 
They fa il to  see the p ro fit in  
m ain ta in ing  a Chinese w a ll on 
the Pacific Coast th a t blocks 
trade and cu ltu ra l re lations w ith  
the w o rld ’s most populous coun
try .

Quill Questions Policy 
Of Refusing to Challenge 
Big Business Politicians

B y Tom  K e r ry  ,
For the firs t tim e in m any years, prom inent voices 

are being heard in  labor circles ca lling  upon the unions 
to abandon the po licy of supporting candidates of the tw o 
cap ita lis t parties in  favo r o f in
dependent w o rk in g  class p o lit ic 
al action.

The recent na tional conven
tion  o f the B rotherhood o f Sleep
ing Car Porters adopted a reso
lu tio n  ca lling  upon the A F L - 
CIO “ to explore the question of 
the poss ib ility  o f labor estab
lish ing  an Am erican Labor P a rty  
w hich could express w ith  fid e l
ity , in te g r ity  and inte lligence 
the interests and aspirations of 
Am erican w orkers.”

A  special ed ito ria l in  the Sep
tem ber issue o f The Butcher 
Workman, organ o f the A F L - 
CIO Am algam ated Meat Cutters 
and B utcher W orkm en, asserts: 

“ That there now is an abso
lu te  necessity fo r the fo rm ation  
of a fa rm er-labor coa lition  gear
ed to the needs o f m illio n s  in  
production and ag ricu ltu re  . . . 
Such w ou ld  end the  sickening 
practice o f labor leaders fo llo w 
ing on the coat ta ils  o f double- 
crossing po litic ians.”

A t  the just-concluded A F L - 
CIO convention a resolution 
ca lling  fo r  the  fo rm a tion  o f a 
“ th ird  p a rty ”  was in troduced by 
R. Söderström from  the Ill in o is  
Federation o f Labor.

Union Heads 
SeenAdjusting 
To Killer Law

B y  A r t  Sharon
SAN FRANCISCO, September 

21 —  The Third Constitutional 
Convention of the A FL-C IO  
now in session here reflects a 
mood and spirit far different 
from that of its founding and 
merger convention.

A t tha t tim e  the united labor 
movem ent projected m ajor o r
ganizing drives and am bitious 
p o lit ica l plans. The fu tu re  look
ed b rig h t w ith  promise o r at 
least pregnant w ith  possib il
ities.

N ow fo u r years la te r in  th e  
m idst o f the longest steel s tr ike  
in  h is to ry  and on the heels of 
a shattering leg is la tive  defeat 
in  Congress... th is  assemblage 
doesn’t look so good and sounds 
even worse.

Despite m ilita n t rhetoric, the 
high brass of the  A F L -C IO  
seem to fo llo w  the d ic tum : 
“ W hen in  confusion, w hen in  
doubt, flap  you r w ings and run  
about.”

Did Reuther Really Get the Best of Khrushchev?
I^y P au l A bb o tt

The bureaucrats heading the 
A FL-C IO  appear to be dis
turbed at the prospect of a 
thaw in the cold war.

Meany refused to meet w ith  
K h r u s h c h e v ,  saying he 
“ w ou ldn 't be caught dead”  in 
the same room as the head of 
the Soviet government.

Reuther and a few other o f
ficials arranged a d inner w ith  
the v is iting  prem ier at which 
they sought to provoke the ir 
guest by th e ir b la tan t espousal 
of Am erican co ld -w ar policy 
and co ld-w ar arguments.

On Sept. 21, the day after 
R euther’s display, the A F L - 
CIO convention unanim ously 
adopted a resolution condemn
ing K hrushchev as “ more 
trucu len t and demanding in 
his aggression than S ta lin ”  and 
w arn ing  about the “ ominous 
developm ent”  of K rem lin  policy 
on B e rlin  and German reun i
fication.

In  a press in te rv ie w  fo llo w 
ing the dinner, Reuther p ic tu r
ed Krushchev as evasive, in 
flexib le  and overbearing. “ As 
long as we ta lked about pious 
generalities we were in  good 
company; but when we ta lked 
about hard ug ly  facts we got

nowhere. And tha t is the simple 
tru th .”

WHO GOT WORST OF IT

The Reuther delegation pa t
ted itse lf on the back, na tu ra l
ly, as having got the best of 
the ir guest: “ He certa in ly
th inks we gave h im  a very bad 
tim e.”

The press cooperated by p ic
tu r ing  the three-hour exchange 
as “ an angry, table-pounding 
m eeting”  at w hich Khrushchev 
“ exploded on five out of 10 
issues raised by the union rep
resentatives.”

The summary of the "dinner 
debate” published by the New 
York Times indicates that the 
Soviet bureaucrat had little  
difficulty in linding sufficient 
flaws in the position of his 
American counterparts to keep 
the score more even than most 
of the accounts would have us 
believe.

This was not too d ifficu lt 
since the A FL-C IO  statesmen 
appeared to consider the oc
casion unique in the opportun
ity  i t  offered to demonstrate 
how much more adro it they are 
at defending Am erican capi
ta lism  than the N ational Asso
ciation of M anufacturers and

the U nited States Chamber of 
Commerce..

The exchange over “ d isarm a
m ent”  was typ ica l. Carey of 
the In te rna tiona l Union of 
E lectrica l, Radio and Machine 
W orkers, argued that the money 
spent fo r armaments by the 
Soviet Union and the U nited 
States could be better used in 
helping poverty-stricken areas 
of the w orld.

He questioned the sincerity 
of Khrushchev’s disarmament 
proposal at the UN General As
sembly and Reuther followed 
up by laud ing the U.S. p ro 
posal: “ O ur proposal w ould
create the be tter c lim ate in 
which disarmament could be 
carried forw ard, faster and 
more e ffective ly .”

Khrushchev answered: " I am 
not familiar with your program 
so at this moment I cannot 
comment on it. But we are not 
waiting for disarmament to 
render this economic aid to 
needy nations."

Adzhubei, ed ito r of Izvestia, 
listed some of the Soviet aid 
projects, to w h ich  Reuther re 
sponded: “ I  am fa m ilia r  w ith  
the steel p lan t in Ind ia  and 
other enterprises. When you 
do it, i t ’s pa rt o f the ‘cold w ar.’

When we do it, you charge i t ’s 
cap ita lis t imperialism.- W h y  
can’t we do it  together? 
Through the UN? Do i t  to 
gether fo r th e ir benefit, not 
fo r our separate advantage?

“ We d o n ’ t agree,”  said 
Khrushchev.

“ W hy not?”  asked Reuther. 
“ Am erica has now surround

ed us w ith  m ilita ry  bases, a l
liances such as N ATO  and 
SEATO, and by these means 
the U nited States wants to ob
ta in w orld  dom ination. In  the 
United Nations we are always 
outvoted. Thus i t  w ould  be up 
to the U nited States to decide 
how the money w ould be used.” 

Reuther sought to meet th is  
factual statement by proposing 
a “ commission”  w ith  “ equal 
representation.”

Khrushchev agreed to the 
idea. "That would already be 
progress, but it won't be ac
cepted."

“ W hy not expose the two 
positions to public air?”  asked 
Reuther. “ That’s w ha t we do 
w ith  unreasonable employers.” 

“ So long as we are surround
ed by U.S. bases, we can have 
no agreement on th is .”

Reuther sought to press his 
po in t about w o rk ing  together

“ to figh t poverty .”
“ B u t we do take pa rt in 

these programs,”  p r o t e s t e d  
Khrushchev.

“ You do it u n ila te ra lly ,”  said 
Reuther, “ and th a t’s the basi.1- 
fo r the charge tha t you arc 
penetrating economically and 
subverting p o lit ic a lly .”

“ When the U.S. sends arms 
and creates bases,”  replied 
Khrushchev, “ w ha t k in d  oi 
penetration is that?”

NEEDLES REUTHER

A  few  moments la ter, K h ru 
shchev gave Reuther the needle 
again: “ The U nited States ex
plo its the w ealth  of othei 
c o u n t r i e s ,  under-developed 
countries, fo r profits. England 
and France do the same. They 
exp lo it the w ealth of countries 
that need aid. We do not ex
p lo it any country — we Only 
:ngage in trade.”

Reuther tried  to punch at e 
Soviet weak spot: “ You ex
p lo it the w orkers of East G er
many.”

Khrushchev brushed off this 
sally. “ Where d id  you dream 
tha t up?”

“ I f  you don’t e xp lo it them 
w hy should 3,000,000 of therr 
cross the border in to  West

Germany?”
“ You are hopelessly sick 

w ith  cap ita lis t fever.”
“ The w orkers in West Ger- 

nany are free,”  R euther aver- 
■ed.

“ We are free, too,”  said 
Khrushchev.

“ Do you have credentials to 
ipeak fo r the w orkers of the 
w orld?”

“ Do you have credentials to 
ooke .your nose in to  East G er
many?”

Carey broke in : “ This is
oart of our d iff ic u lty : the fear 
of the Chairm an th a t the 
United States ac tua lly  w ants 
to dom inate the w o rld .”

“ Not jus t wants — s tr iv in g !”  
said Khrushchev.

The other issues brough t up 
by the A F L -C IO  leaders fe l l  
o re tty  much in to  the same pa t
tern. For instance, on the 
Soviet suppression of the H u n 
garian revo lu tion  Khrushchev 
rep lied : “ Suppose we raised
the question o f Guatemala?”  

When Some of the A F L -C IO  
offic ia ls tr ied  a b it  o f rough 
and tum ble, Khrushchev re
sponded in k ind. For instance, 
to Curran of the N ational M a ri
tim e U nion he haid, “ H ow  can 

( Continued on Page 2)

C LIN G  TO OLD P O LIC Y

One is hard pu t to find a 
para lle l in  a ll labor h is to ry  to 
th is  p ic tu re  o f the top leaders 

.o f 14 m illio n  organized w o rk - 
! ers com plain ing b it te r ly  tha t 
| they were betrayed, robbed and 
hum ilia ted  by th e ir friends in  
Congress.

A n d . it is astonishing how in  
the depth of their bitterness 
they still cling so firm ly the 
same class-collaborationi^ pol
icy that delivered them into 
the hands of their "betrayers" 
— the political agents of big 
business. No wonder that Dem
ocratic and Republican- politic
ians alike hold them in such 
low esteem.

I t  is hard to pred ict how  
many more b itte r experiences 
the top A F L -C IO  leaders w i l l  
force the labor m ovem ent to 
undergo before i t  tu rns to in 
dependent labor p o lit ica l ac
tion.

B u t independence is undoubt
edly the irrepressible issue in  
the labor movem ent today^ A t  
the recently concluded conven- 

(Con tinned nti Pave 4)

DO IT  NOW
In  the course o f the debat'e on 

po litica l action at the conven
tion, M ichael J. Q u ill, president 
o f the  Transport W orkers Union, 
to ld  the delegates th a t sooner or 
la te r the labor m ovem ent w ould  
be compelled to launch an in 
dependent labor p a rty  and they 
m igh t ju s t as w e ll do i t  now.

He urged creation b f a labor 
party  “ independent o f the fakers 
who tr ied  to cut our throats in 
the last Congress.”

While as yet of a timid, prob
ing and tentative character, this 
groundswell of sentiment for a 
fundamental change in labor's 
political c o u r s e ,  reilects the 
deep-rooted discontent of the 
ranks with the bankrupt policy 
of keeping the unions tied to the 
two-party system.

Judging by the po litica l reso
lu tio n  adopted by the A F L -C IO  
convention ca lling  fo r  the con
tinued support o f “ friends o f la 
bor”  the top un ion bureaucrats 
seem determ ined to ca rry  the ir 
po licy  fo rw a rd  to the b itte r  end. 
Labor’s po litica l emancipation 

‘w il l  be achieved on ly  in  struggle 
against the hide-bound union 
bureaucrats. T h e  p r e s e n t  
groundsw ell is a harb inger of 
th ings to come.
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Income Differentials in USSR
B y Bert Deck

That the non-capita lis t economy o f the So
v ie t U nion has w rough t dram atic increases in 
production and tha t significant gains in  Soviet 
l iv in g  standards have resulted is no longer 
seriously doubted in  the U nited States. The re- 
c.ent series of articles in  the New Y o rk  Times 
by H arrison Salisbury is bu t the latest detailed 
report o f Soviet achievements.

\ B u t how  equ itab ly is the increased p ro 
duction being d istributed? W hat has happened 
tja the vast differences in  income in troduced by 
S ta lin , w hereby an economically p riv ileged 
caste was lif te d  above the Soviet w o rk ing  class? 
Do the gross inequalities continue under K h ru 
shchev?

B y ta lk in g  to varioUs ind iv idua ls  th rough
out the Soviet Union and tak ing  available sta
tistics Edmund K . Falterm ayer, a W all S treet 
JftUBnal. staff reporter, has been ahle to portray  
the spread in  Soviet incomes. He finds a ra tio  
frpirn highest to lowest of as much as 100 to 1.

In' U.S. currency the m in im um  wage in  the 
Soviet U nion is now $27 a m onth (at the tou ris t 
ra te  of exchange of ten rubles fo r one dollar). 
I t  y f i l l  rise to $50 a m onth according to the 
ta rge t figures of the seven-year plan. However, 
Fa lte rm ayer found th a t the average fac to ry  
w o rke r makes about $80 a m onth w h ile  the 
co llective fa rm er makes around $400 a year.

O f course, these wages can on ly  be properly  
assessed in  re la tion  to w hat they w il l  buy. The 
Soviet w o rke r fo r instance receives free medical 
care' “ Rents are cheap in  the extrem e,”  w rites 
Falterm ayer. K onstantin  B linkov , a lathe op
erator pays on ly 80 cents a m onth fo r a three- 
room apartm ent inc lud ing  u tilitie s . On the other 
hand he must w o rk  a week and a ha lf to buy 
£ pair o f shoes.

A t the other end of the social scale, accord
ing  to Falterm ayer, is the “ . . . t in y  e lite  o f 100 
Or- so ‘Ruble M illiona ires ’ and top governm ent 
p ffic ia ls.”  Anastas M ikoyan, F irs t D eputy 
P rem ier, is one of the Soviet U n ion ’s richest

,men. H is son “ Vanno”  drives around Moscow 
in a convertib le  th a t costs more than lathe 
operator B lin ko v  makes in  a w hole year.

Mrs. Ekaterina Furtseva, one "of the m em 
bers o f the Com m unist P a rty ’s top committee, 
the Presidium , has adm itted to a m on th ly  salary 
of $1,800 plus fr inge  benefits to ta ling  another 
$1,260 a month.

The highest rank ing  scientist, A lexander 
Nesmayanov, earns around $2,000 a month 
counting “ fr in g e  benefits.”  The ba lle rina  U la 
nova earns about $700 a m onth  plus heavy fees 
fo r in d iv id u a l performances. “ The deputy d i
rector o f the b ig K h a rko v  trac to r p lant, w ith  
30,000 workers, gets $400 a month, not counting 
bonuses, the use o f an o ffic ia l lim ousine and 
other ‘fringes.’ ”

Besides the m on th ly  salary and bonuses, 
offic ia ls enjoy the “ kom and irovka”  —  know n to 
union and corporate bureaucrats in  th is  country 
as the expense account. A  recent le tte r in 
Izvestia denounced offic ia ls who used the 
“ kom and irovka”  as a sw ind le  sheet, bu t “ diespite 
frequent crackdowns, abuses o f th is  type are 
chronic.”

“ Members o f Russia’s e lite ,”  says F a lte r
mayer, “ are a ttem pting  to pass on the luxuries  
and privileges of th e ir  rank  to th e ir ch ildren 
A nd w ith  a top income tax rate o f on ly  13% 
and an inheritance tax  tha t goes no h igher than 
10%, they seem to have more than a fa ir  chance 
o f success.”

Fa lte rm ayer recalls th a t du ring  the 1920’s 
u n til S ta lin  consolidated his power, “ the Soviet: 
state was a w orkers ’ state in  fact as w e ll as 
theory. Even the highest officia ls lived  on m od
est incomes . .

The Soviet U nion s ti l l  is a w orkers ’ state, 
but one severely d istorted by the ru le  o f a 
bureaucratic caste, whose high incomes F a lte r
m ayer details. In  th e ir opposition to th is caste 
Soviet workers demand not on ly po litica l free
dom and h igher liv in g  standards bu t a sharp 
reduction in  the inequa lity  o f incomes.

...Soviet Bid on Disarmament
(Continued from  Page 1)

the disposal o f states shall be 
destroyed and th e ir fu r th e r p ro 
duction term inated . . .

“ M ilita ry  rockets o f a ll ranges 
shall be liqu ida ted  and rocket 
fac ilities  shall rem ain on ly  as a 
means o f transporta tion  and fo r 
the harnessing o f outer space fo r 
th.e benefit o f a ll m ankind.
•! “ A t the disposal of states there 
should rem ain  on ly s tr ic t ly  l im 
ited  contingents o f police, of 
g u lit i? , agreed upon fo r each 
country,.a rm ed w ith  small arms 
gpd intended exclusive ly to 
m ain ta in  in te rna l order and p ro 
tect the personal security  o f the 
citizens.”
, On the “ p a rtia l”  disarmament 
plan, Khrushchev stressed the 
gfcfcndonment o f a ll fu r th e r test
ing  o f nuclear weapons. The 
p rinc ipa l fu r th e r steps w h ich  he 
proposed are as fo llow s:

“ F irs t, the creation o f a zone 
o f contro l and inspection w ith  a 
reduction o f fore ign troops on 
the te rrito ries  o f the correspond
ing  countries o f Western Europe.
. “ Second, the creation o f an 
atom -free zone in  C entra l E u r
ope-
, ' “ Th ird , the w ith d ra w a l o f a ll 
fo re ign  troops from  the te r r i
tories of European states and 
the  liqu ida tion  o f m ilita ry  bases 
fro m  fore ign  te rrito ries .
• . ' ‘Fourth , the conclusion o f a 
nonaggression pact between the 
fnem her states o f N ATO  and the 
States pa rty  to the Warsaw 
Treaty.
• “ F ifth ; an agreement on the 
question o f the prevention of 
surprise a ttack by one state 
upon another.”

In  making these proposals, 
Khrushchev was not bluffing or 
Siipply engaging in "propagan
da."'The Soviet Union is really 
capable of disarming.

Even the most b itte r foes of 
the Soviet U nion are prepared 
to  acknowledge this. For ex
ample, H a rry  Schwartz, Russian 
expert o f the New Y o rk  Times, 
W a ll S treet’s most au thorita tive  
newspaper, indicated th is in  an 
Article Sept. 19. Schwartz listed 
m a jo r economic benefits w h ich  
the Soviet U n ion ’s leaders ex
pect “ from  any approach to com
plete disarmament, le t alone 
rea lization o f tha t goal.”

One is the release o f consum
ers goods production; another is 
the' increased pressure on the 
cap ita lis t countries fo r trade 
w ith  the Soviet bloc in  order to 
sell surplus goods. Schwartz also 
Sees them  speculating on a de
pression w ith  a ll its  consequen-
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ces w h ich  w ou ld  fo llo w  a drop 
in  governm ent contracts fo r 
armaments.

Vice President Nixon esti
mated that armaments pwaduc- 
iion currently ties up about one- 
fourth of all Soviet output. This 
figure graphically indicates the 
economic pressure in the Soviet 
Union for reduction of the arma
ments burden. The pressure is 
all the greater in the People's 
Republic of China and such 
countries as Poland, Czechoslo
vakia, etc.

The flaw  in  the proposal is the 
im peria lis t po licy  fo llow ed by 
a ll the Western powers. This is 
not something w hich the cap
ita lis t statesmen are free to take 
or to  leave lik e  w h iskey on the 
rocks. I t  is as in tegra l to  th e ir 
economic system as the d rive  fo r 
profits.

They can p lay around w ith  
d isarmament proposals when it 
suits th e ir  purposes, as H it le r  
demonstrated when he set about 
rearm ing Germany; bu t they are 
incapable o f actual d isarm a
ment.

Len in  explained a ll th is long 
ago and Soviet offic ia ls never

fa iled to stress i t  in  conducting 
the fo re ign  policy o f the workers 
state in  the days before Stalin.

Lenin and Trotsky were dedi
cated advocates of a world free 
of armaments and Jree of the 
thveai of war. But they saw it 

i  as realistically obtainable only 
j through replacing the capitalist 
j  system with the rational, plan 
. ned order of socialism.
I They considered th a t disarma- 
| m ent proposals w hich leave out 
this fact o f life  can on ly  help 
sow illusions in w ha t can be ex
pected from  the cap ita lis t sys
tem and its  proponents. Such 
illusions serve to strengthen cap
ita lism , to weaken the struggle 
fo r socialism, and thereby help 
pave the w ay fo r war.

Khrushchev’s proposal under
lines the fact tha t on ly  a country 
tha t has surm ounted capita lism  
can make a genuine offer to d is
arm. I t  helps encourage the mass 
desire fo r peace, w h ich  increas
in g ly  tends to take a socialist 
d irection. B u t insofar as i t  sows 
illusions in  W all S treet’s capa
c ity  to actua lly  disarm i t  h in 
ders the real struggle fo r  a w o rld  
where w a r is impossible.

The Key Question: What Polity in 1960?
By M u rry  Weiss

In  the Sept. 20 issue of the 
Worker, W illiam Albertson, E x 
ecutive Secretary of the New  
York State Communist Party, 
gives a distorted account of the 
discussion on socialist policy 
that has been sponsored by the 
United Independent - Socialist 
Committee.

The UI-SC has organized a 
conference in  New Y ork  C ity  
Sept. 26-27 to w h ich  i t  has in 
v ited a ll ra d ic il parties, groups 
and ind iv idua ls  who w ish to 
present th e ir views on this 
question.

So fa r the Coimmunist Party 
and the Socialist W orkers Party  
have accepted the in v ita tio n  
and w il l  be accorded special 
tim e in the general deb ite .

In  add ition three, members of 
the U I-SC adm in is tra tive  com
m ittee w il l  present d ivergent 
views: John T. McManus, can
didate fo r New Y ork  governor 
on the Independent-Socialist 
ticket.' in  1958; Dr. Annette  T. 
Rubinstein, candidate fo r lie u 
tenant-governor ’ on the same 
ticke t; and Irv in g  Beinin, treas
urer of the committee.

COPS A ND  ROBBERS
According to A lbertson ’s ve r

sion, w h ich  is heav ily  spiced 
w ith  a sort of cops-and-robbers 
view  of politics, the “ bad guys”  
in the U I-SC — the “ T ro tsky- 
ite  sectarians”  —  are insisting 
on an independent united so
c ia list presidentia l ticke t in 
I960,”  w h ile  the “ good guys” — 
the “ non-T ro tsky ite  socialists”  
— are in revo lt against the line 
o f the “ Trotskyi'tes,”  who “ u n til 
recently, dominated the Inde 
pendent - Socialist P a rty  and 
la te r the U I-SC .”

L ik e  a ll cops - and - robbers 
stories, on T V  or in  the W ork 
er, the element o f re a lity  is 
th in.

The groupings in the dispute 
over what policy independents 
and socialists should follow in 
I960 do not coincide with their 
attitudes towards Trotskyism. 
But Albertson tries very hard 
to give the opposite impression.

He quotes McManus and M or
ris G old in as opponents of a 
socialist ticke t in 1960 — a 
representation tha t is not fu lly  
accurate. And he stresses tha t 
the SWP is fo r a united inde
pendent-socialist ticke t and is 
even “ insisting on it.”

He conveniently ignores the 
position o f members of the 
comm ittee who favor a socialist 
t ic ke t and who are also “ non- 
T ro tskyites.”

Soviet Union to Adopt 
40-Hour Week This Year

Factory and office w orkers 
in the Soviet Union w il l  go 
on a shorter w o rk  week by 
1960. Tass, o ffic ia l 'S ov ie t 
press a g e n c y ,  announced 
Sept. 19 tha t du ring  the last 
quarte r of 1959 a 40-hour 
week w ill be introduced — 
seven hours fo r  five days 
and five hours on Saturday.

Up to now office and fac
to ry  w orkers have , been 
w ork ing  an e igh t-hour day, 
46-hour week. In  1958-59 
steel workers w ent on a 
seven-hour day w h ile  m iners 
went on a s ix -hour day. The 
seven-year plan, launched at 
the 21st Congress of the 
Communist Party  last Janu
ary, calls fo r a 35-hour week 
by 1966.

The trans ition  to a shorter 
w o rk  week w il l  be accom
panied by increases in  piece 
rates and a new system of 
graded rates fo r w orkers as 
w e ll as new salary schedules 
f o r  engineers, technicians 
and clerks.

The m in im um  wage w il l  
be increased to 450 rubles a 
m onth during  the last quar
te r of 1959, Tass announced. 
(The o ffic ia l exchange rate 
is fo u r rubles to the dollar. 
The tou ris t exchange rate, 
held to be a more re liab le  
index o f the rub le ’s w orth , 
is ten to one.) The seven- 
year plan calls fo r the m in i
mum wage to rise from  the 
present 270-350 rubles a 
month to 500-600 rubles by 
1965.

... Reuther vs. Khrushchev
(Continued from  Page 1)

you open you r mouth like  tha t 
and represent the workers? Do 
you w an t a discussion, o r is 
this a bazaar?”

(C urran had been presented 
to Khiotshchev by Carey w ith  
the fo llow ing  recommendation: 
“ He raises cattle and knows 
the im portance of corn.” )

C A P ITA LIS T  LACKEYS

W hen Reuther accused h im  
of geting “ angry,”  Khrushchev 
said: “ A nd w hat we call w hat 
you represent —  capita lis t 
lackeys.”

Of the group as a whole, he 
said: 'The capitalists have cer
tainly trained some very good 
cadjes."

Reuther complained: “ W all
Street says I  am an agent of 
Moscow, and Moscow says I 
am an agent of W a ll S treet.”  

Towards the end, Khrushchev 
made an e ffo rt to soothe the 
ru ffled  feelings of his hosts: 
“ Let us not aggravate our re 
lations. . . Do you w ant to see 
a change in the social order 
of our country? No! We don’t 
w ant to see a change in the 
social order of you r country. I 
confess I  m yself have never 
been a trade-union functionary. 
But w hy shouldn’t you gentle
men v is it us. You w on’t be
come Communists.”

Reuther refused to be p la 
cated. He th rew  a table of 
wage rates across the table to 
Khrushchev. “ How can he say 
these people are wage slaves 
axploited by capita lism , m aking 
these k ind  of wages in A m er
ica? How can he say tha t they 
have noth ing to lose bu t th e ir 
chains?”

“ We say w hat we do in re 
ta lia tion  fo r w ha t you say 
about us,”  explained the Rus
sian bureaucrat. “ Take, fo r  ex 
ample, M eany’s speeches. I 
read most of them. They sound 
like  Dulles — they sound like  
Dulles.”

To w hich Reuther could only 
say, “ We have our disagree
ments and we 1'ecall you had

some disagreement w ith  M olo
tov. However, when we have 
disagreements, no one is ex
iled .”

T ha t’s how  Reuther gave it 
to the press. M u rray  Kem pton 
of the New Y ork  Post im plies 
tha t th is  version is not too de
pendable. “ I t  is m y understand
ing tha t at least one member 
of the Reuther delegation came 
out from  the great Confronta
tion  b lind  d ru n k .”

“ Most o f the quotations which 
W a lte r Reuther b rought ou t of 
the meeting,”  Kem pton con
tinues, “ are not now very  live  
le tter, having been d read fu lly  
punished the m orning after, 
when the CIO side of the de
bate sat down and tr ied  to 
compose th e ir notes and re 
member w ha t had re a lly  been 
said.”

Kem pton even casts doubt on 
the references made by these 
“ frazzled relics o f the o ld C IO ” 
about the unruliness of the 
meeting. “ The phrase ‘u n ru ly ’ 
comes out of the union dodge. 
I t  refers to those occasions 
when some Commie gets up in 
the back and starts be llow ing 
fo r the floor. A nd Reuther, of 
course, is the chairman. I t  is 
somewhat un tidy , but W alter 
gets it  under control. We can 
depend on W alte r.”

However, this contingent of 
America's labor czars did do 
their best to keep the cold war 
going in the style W all Street 
has demanded of them the past 
14 years. There is, therefore, 
genuine cause for Reuther's 
complaint about W all Street's 
unfairness in calling him an 
agent of Moscow.

Peking Warns 
Of U.S. Aims

Although w e l c o m i n g  the 
Khrushchev - Eisenhower e x - 
change of visits as a step 
toward peace, the government 
of China warns that Washing
ton has not abandoned its im 
perialist aims.

A  statement by P rem ier Chou 
En-la i, Sept. 6, declared: “ The 
Chinese people welcome the 
fo rthcom ing exchange of v is its 
between the heads of govern
ment of the Soviet Union and 
the U nited States, because it 
w il l  con tribu te  to the fu rth e r 
re laxation o f in te rna tiona l ten
sion and the safeguarding of 
w o rld  peace.

“ However,”  Chou E n-la i said, 
“ we cannot bu t note tha t the 
im peria lists are stepping up the 
tension in  the Far East and 
sowing discord in the rotations 
among the Asian and A frican  
countries. This calls fo r the 
sharp v ig ilance of the govern
ments and peoples of a ll the 
Asian and A frica n  countries.”

In a s im ila r vein, People’s 
D aily, organ of the Chinese 
Com m unist P a r t y ,  declared 
Sept. 15 tha t the v is its  are a 
setback fo r Am erican d ip lo 
m atic po licy bu t added tha t 
the U.S. “ has not given up its 
basic po licy of aggression and 
expansion nor has i t  ever 
adopted any essential steps 
necessary to re laxation of ten
sions.”
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Dr. Rubinstein, fo r example, 
is a vigorous advocate of a 
united independent-socialist t ic 
ket in 1960. ’She believes tha t 
such a ticke t should be launch
ed even i f  i t  means runn ing  in 
on ly  one state. (She adds tha t 
she is confident i t  could get on 
the ba llo t in a num ber of other 
states.)

Her po in t is tha t the po litica l 
s itua tion  leaves socialists no a l
te rna tive  bu t to run  th e ir own 
candidates. She sees no sup
portable candidates among the 
Democrats and Republicans and 
she believes tha t socialists 
should therefore make the fu l l 
est use o f the election oppor
tu n ity  to advance th e ir own 
program, p a rticu la rly  on the 
need fo r labor and the Negro 
people to break away from  the 
cap ita lis t parties and form  a 
labor party.

W illia m  A. Price, the execu- 
tive-secretary of the UI-SC sup
ports Dr. Rubinstein's position.

So does Fred Mazelis, who is 
a leading member of the Young 
Socialist A lliance  and a mem
ber of the U I-SC A d m in is tra 
tive  Committe.

M urie l M cAvoy favors an in 
dependent ticke t against the 
tw o m ajor parties, although she 
fears that the forces are too few  
and too weak to make i t  prac
tical.

E lino r Fe rry  is fo r an inde
pendent ticke t and stresses the 
advantages i t  w ould have in 
ca rry ing  on the struggle against 
the cold war.

A ll these members of the U I- 
SC are unaffiliated with any of 
the existing radical parties, and 
disagree with the SWP on many 
issues. Moreover they agree 
with McManus and Goldin on 
a number of these questions. 
This is the true picture.

There is much disagreement 
among socialists as to w hst to 
do in  1960; there is much dis
agreement on . basic principles 
involved in  electoral policy. To 
construe a ll th is as a d iv is ion 
between Trotskyis ts  and non- 
Trotskyis ts  is qu ite  a departure 
from  the po litica l rea lity .

W ith  the a ir o f an under
ground operator hot on the tra il 
o f subversive plotters, A lb e r t
son “ exposes”  the SWP’s alleged 
real motives in advocating u n it
ed socialist tickets. He cites the 
SWP’s position on regroupm ent 
during  the past few  years, 
“ p rov ing ” tha t the Trotskyists, 
in  seeking to help un ite  social
ists in a common party, favored 
un ited socialist electoral cam
paigns-.

O rd inary radicals may won-

der w hy such “ proof”  is needed. 
I f  socialists could un ite  on a 
common program  in  elections, 
w ou ldn ’t  tha t help pave the 
w ay fo r a new unified party  of 
socialism?

But i t  w ould also help break 
the CP’s m onopoly on rad ica l
ism.

The extremes to which the 
Communist Party went in sup
porting the red-baiting, cold- 
war Democrat Harriman against 
the Independent-Socialist can
didate McManus shows how 
nervous the CP leadership was 
in 1958 about the possibility of 
a> new Socialist organization 
emerging from the regroupment 
process.

For its pa rt the S W ^ worked 
fo r regroupm ent by pressing 
fo r discussion o f basic principles. 
Its  v iew  was tha t the founda
tion  o f a v iable p a rty  is com
m only-held princip les that meet 
the test o f rea lity .

F IX E D  POSITIONS
The SWP also proposed com

mon action on given issues 
where agreement could be 
reached. A fte r thorough exp lo r
ation o f the possibilities during  
the past three years, the SWP 
leadership acknowledged at its 
recent convention tha t organ i
zational fusion was not in  pros
pect and that fo r the moment 
the re la tion o f forces among 
the basic tendencies in the rad
ical movem ent appears to be 
re la tive ly  fixed.

In  line  w ith  th is estimate, the 
convention re iterated its long- 
held v iew  tha t the Communist 
Party, because of its  subservi
ence to the Soviet bureaucracy, 
is incapable of developing a 
revo lu tiona ry  w o r k i n  g-class 
leadership in  America.

The convention said again 
that the Soviet bureaucracy's 
grestest crime against the world 
socialist movement is its con
tinued imposition of opportun-' 
ist policies.

“ U n til the K re m lin  bureauc
racy is overth row n by a w o rk 
ers’ po litica l revo lu tion  estab
lish ing socialist democracy in 
the Soviet bloc, the Am eriçan 
CP w il l  rem ain a r iv a l against 
w hich the SWP must wage un 
rem itting  combat. . .”

This passage is quoted by 
A lbertson. He asks rhe to rica lly : 
“ Can true  friends of peace, se
cu rity  and socialism un ite  w ith  
T ro tskyites whose basic aim is 
s u c h  ‘u n rem itting  combat’? 
Shall socialists un ite  w ith  T ro t
skyites to help b ring  about 
counter-revo lu tion  in  the so
c ia lis t lands?”  The d istortions

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

Which Way for Labor:
Democratic Party or Labor Party?

By M urry Weiss
The Socialist Party-Socia l Dem ocratic Federation 

and the Com m unist P arty  leaders advocate tha t social
ists support “ labor-endorsed”  candidates of the Demo
cra tic  P arty  and w o rk  inside the Dem ocratic Party. 
This pam phlet examines th e ir  arguments fo r such a 
policy. I t  outlines an a lte rna tive  road to the bu ild ing  
of a labor pa rty  and to achieving socialism in  the 
U nited States.

Pioneer Publishers
116 U n ivers ity  Place N ew  Y o rk  3, N .Y .
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Socialist W orkers Party

on

Socialist Election Policy 
In 1960

Friday, Oct. 2  — 8  P.M.
116 U n ivers ity  Place 

v (Near U nion Square)

involved in  these “ questions”  
are in the tra d itio n  of the 
crudest S talin ism .

F irst, the “ basic a im ”  o f the | 
SWP is to help m obilize w o rk 
ers fo r the overth row  of capi
ta lism  and the establishm ent of 
socialism.

The need fo r un rem itting  
combat against the CP arises 
from  the fact that, along w ith  
the .labo r bureaucracy, the CP 
leadership has^ repeatedly de
ra iled  th is struggle,' tak ing  
those sections o f the w ork ing  
class most ready fo r indepen
dent po litica l action and revo
lu tio n a ry  socialist struggle back 
to support o f cap ita lis t candi
dates and cap ita lis t po litica l 
machines.

Second, advocacy o f a “ w o rk 
ers’ po litica l revo lu tion  estab
lish ing  socialist democracy in 
the Soviet b loc”  is not the same 
as advocacy o f “ counter-revo
lu tio n .”

One can disagree w ith  the 
SWP view  on th is  question, but 
to substitu te “ counte r-revo lu 
t io n ” fo r . “ w orkers ’ po litica l 
re vo lu tio n ”  is not in the tra d i
tion  of reasoned argum ent; it  
is in  the tra d itio n  o f the in 
famous school tha t perpetrated 
the Moscow fram e-up tria ls .

The SWP is p roud  o f its po
s ition on. the Soviet Union. I t  
is proud of its unbroken record 
of struggle fo r  the defense of 
the Soviet U nion against im 
peria lis t attack and its record 
of struggle against the S ta lin is t 
bureaucratic regime of mass 
m urder.

I t  is the American CP that 
has some answering to do. Why 
did it cover up and lie about 
the Stalinist regime? And 'why  
in the struggle to fight the 
anti-Soviet capitalist rulers in 
the United States does it line 
up with cold-war capitalist pol
iticiens like Harriman against 
socialist-minded opponents of 
the cold war like McManus?

F ina lly , the issue at the con
ference and fo r the coming year 
is not w hether a ll socialists 
should un ite  w ith  the SWP or 
even agree w ith  its  views on 
the Com m unist P a rty  and the 
K re m lin  regime. The issue is: 
w hat should socialists do in  the 
1960 elections?

The SWP proposes to figh t 
the cap ita lis t parties and the ir

Two Parties 
Look Alike to 
Soviet Premier

Soviet P rem ie r Khrushchev 
apparently isn’t in  step w ith  
the Am erican Com m unist 
P a rty  leaders who advocate 
tha t radicals support the 
Dem ocratic Party .

In  his Sept. 16 meeting 
w ith  the Senate Foreign Re
lations Com m ittee, K h rush 
chev said: “ I f  h is to ry should 
show tha t cap ita lism  proves 
more able than the Com m u
n ist system I  w ould be the 
firs t to ra ise my hand in 
favor o f capita lism . . . . 
However, in tha t event I  
m igh t have to decidc w h ich  
I should jo in  — the R epubli
can pa rty  or the Democratic 
party. That w ould be a d i f 
ficu lt choice because I don’t 
th in k  there ’s much d iffe r
ence.”

The S e n a t o r s  laughed 
heartily .

b ipartisan co ld -w ar program. 
The SWP proposes to urge the  
Negro people and the labor 
m ovem ent to break from  the 
Dem ocratic P a rty  and organize 
a labor party . The SWP proposes 
an end to  the dem oraliz ing, self- 
defeating po licy  o f “ w o rk in g  
w ith in  the Democratic P a rty .”

It Takes Vision
The far-sighted ones can 

see tha t the w o rld  w il l  
eventua lly  go socialist. I f  
you agree tha t th is is a good 
th ing , you are probab ly w i l l 
ing  to help the process along, 
fo r i t  means enduring peace, 
in te rna tiona l cooperation and 
abundance fo r  all.

Have you though t o f ta k 
ing up the cause o f socialism 
as a w ay o f life  r ig h t now? 
There’s no goal more w o rth 
w h ile .

To find ou t more about it, 
send fo r The Socialist W ork
ers Party— What It  Is— What 
It  Stands For by Joseph 
Hansen. 54 pp. 25 cents. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University, PI.
New York 3, N.Y.
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A  CALL TO »

Independents and Socialists
to a

CONSULTATIVE CONFERENCE
on

1960 ELECTORAL POLICY
In  June, 1958, a U nited Independent-Socialist Conference 

assembled in New Y o rk  C ity  to consider electoral in te rvention  
in the New Y ork  statewide elections in the conviction tha t 
the contending old po litica l parties d id not offer the voters 
the a lternatives of peace and f r u it fu l social change.

A n  electoral e ffo rt fo r U.S. Senator, Governor and other 
statewide offices resulted w hich, though i t  fa iled to w in  
collaboration from  a ll exis ting  socialist groupings, did receive 
significant rank and file  support from  various o f these 
groupings, to the extent that the Independent-Socialist Sen
a to ria l candidate, Corliss Lam ont, received more than 49,000 
votes.

Now, in the F a ll o f 1959, the authors of the Independent- 
Socialist statew ide po litica l e ffo rt o f 1958 renew the search 
fo r co llaboration of independents and socialists on a common 
course fo r the vastly  more im portan t election year of 1960.

•  Can independents and socialists of New York in 
consultation and in free and full interchange of views, 
approach a common course?

•  Is it possible for independents and socialists to 
mount a presidential campaign in 1960?

•  Can we intervene in Congressional contests in 
any areas in our state?

•  Are there any other forms of electoral activity  
available to independents and socialists in 19<$0?

•  How can independents and socialists best join 
efforts to thwart the renewed bi-partisan attacks on 
labor, and on ’ civil rights and liberties?

•  Can independents and socialists of all groupings 
combine efforts to further the new possibilities for peace 
implicit in the fast-changing world situation?

To discuss these and related questions, the U nited In - 
dependent-Socialist Com m ittee has called an open Consulta
tive  Conference. We have in v ite d  the Com m unist Party, 
the Socialist Labor Party , the Socialist Party-Socia l Demo
cratic Federation and the Socialist W orkers P a rty  to p re 
sent the ir points of v iew  on these issues at the opening 
session, Saturday m orning, Sept. 26.

We invite all affiliated and non-affiliated socialists and 
independents to participate in the discussions.

F ra te rn a l Clubhouse, 110 West 48th St., N ew  Y ork  C ity  
Saturday, Sept. 26 — 10 A .M . to 6 P.M .
Sunday, Sept. 27 —  11 A .M . to 4 P.M .

USE COUPON TO REGISTER:

Sign below. Enclose $1.00 fo r reg istra tion. Please add a 
contribu tion , too, to help make the conference a success.

□  I  enclose $1.00 reg is tra tion  fee.

LI Send me by re tu rn  m ail a free copy o f U I-SC 
NEW SLETTER w hich started off the debate.

□  I  enclose to help defray conference costs.

N AM E

ADDRESS

U N ITE D  IN D EPEND ENT-:SO CIALIST C O M M ITTEE 
799 Broadway, New Y o rk  3, N.Y.
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The Two Khrushchevs
K hrushchev seems to have succeeded 

in  p u ttin g  across the a ttrac tive  image of 
a shrewd, bouncing, rough-and-tum ble 
figh te r; a w o rk ing  man, who made i t  to 
the  top p a rtly  th rough lu ck  bu t more 
th rough  a b ility ; a d ic ta to r a ll r ig h t bu t 
apparen tly genuinely interested in  dis
arm am ent, peace and trade; a Comm unist, 
bu t one tha t gets you laughing before you 
have tim e  to th ink . A  rea l man of the 
people.

Khrushchev thus appears to have ac
complished one of the objectives of his 
t r ip  —  to displace the unpleasant image 
of the S ta lin  to whose position he fe ll 
he ir. The Soviet governm ent is now seen 
by  most Am ericans in  term s of a human 
being w ith  whom  you. can ta lk  and argue 
and bargain — not like  S ta lin  a sin ister 
m onster addicted to blood purges, fram e- 
up tr ia ls  and slave-labor camps.

Despite th is, most commentators find  
K hrushchev something o f a ridd le . On 
the one hand he seems to be dedicated to 
the Soviet economic system. He boasts 
th a t i t  w i l l  “ b u ry ”  capita lism . This has 
led some to consider h im  more “ danger
ous”  than S ta lin , whose b u ry in g  invo lved 
not so much capita lism  as the system es
tablished under the leadership o f Len in  
and T ro tsky.

On the other hand Khrushchev 
amazes them  w ith  his evident bourgeois 
characteristics. He seems most, at home 
among the top Am erican bankers and in 
dus tria l tycoons. They in  tu rn  recognize 
in  h im  one of th e ir  own k ind. To them  i t  
is uncanny tha t th is  figure  runs the 
K re m lin . B y  r igh ts  he ought to be ru n 
n ing  General Motors.

Y e t when Reuther and some of his 
A F L -C IO  cronies sought to engage 
Khrushchev in  a debate in  w h ich  they 
took the a ffirm a tive  on “ Resolved, cap
ita lism  is best and so is W a ll S treet’s 
fo re ign  po licy ,”  the Soviet p rem ier took 
the com m unist side and denounced them

fo r w ha t they  are —  “ cap ita lis t lackeys.”
However, on some of the issues such 

as lack o f democracy, in  the Soviet Union, 
denial of the r ig h t to s trike , suppression 
of the H ungarian w orkers revo lu tion , and 
so on, Khrushchev could on ly  b luster, 
evade answering, or sh ift the subject like  
an o rd ina ry  cap ita lis t po litic ia n  try in g  to 
cover up his p a rty ’s crimes.

W hat is the key to understanding 
th is  two-sidedness? Khrushchev reflects 
the dua l nature  o f the Soviet bureauc
racy. This caste defends -the planned econ
omy as the source o f its  special privileges. 

^To capita lists, who envisage destroying 
the planned economy, the bureaucracy 
and its  representatives therefore appear 
to be com m unist in  nature. The Soviet 
Com m unist P a rty  leaders defend an 
economy tha t was established by  a p ro 
le ta rian  revo lu tion  under Bolshevik lead
ership, an economy whose ve ry  existence 
is a standing th rea t to the fu tu i^  of w o rld  
capitalism .

B u t the caste is parasitic. I t  is p r i
m a rily  interested in  its  own special p r iv 
ileges. I t  is not w ill in g  to sacrifice these 
fo r the sake of the w orld -w ide  socialism 
of the fu tu re  or fo r  the sake of help ing 
other countries take the road to social
ism. I t  wants to be le ft alone to  enjoy its 
priv ileges — ca ll i t  “ peaceful coexistence”  
or m aintenance of the status quo. The 
caste constantly tends tow ard restoration 
of bourgeois p rope rty  rights. This gives i t  
the bourgeois com plexion w h ich  T ro tsky  
was the firs t to note, to analyze and to 
fight.

The caste, o f cpurse, is complex, rang
ing  from  those consciously bourgeois in  
outlook to some w ho share the aspira
tion  of the Soviet w orkers fo r p ro le tarian  
democracy. Khrushchev, however, as 
choice of a w ide section o f the bureauc
racy,  ̂combines in  h im se lf the  tw o fo ld  
character o f the caste as a whole w ith  
s ingu lar obviousness.

How to Know Your Friends
The “ speak-bitterness”  e xh ib itio n  be

ing  pu t on na tiona lly  and loca lly  by A F L - 
CIO leaders re flects more than th e ir own 
anger at th e ir  “ be traya l”  by  the Demo
cra tic  m a jo rities  in  Congress. I t  is a re
fle c tion  of the deep crisis o f labor’s whole 
p o lit ica l policy.

The indicated path — tha t o f s ta rt
ing  labo r’s own pa rty  — is too bold a 
step fo r the t im id  and m yopic bureauc
racy w h ich  dominates the union move
m ent today. I t  w i l l  p robab ly take an up
surge in  the ranks comparable in  s p ir it 
and scope to tha t w h ich  b u ilt  the CIO — 
to create labor’s own pa rty , to organize 
the South and w h ite -co lla r workers, and 
do a ll the other th ings w h ich  should be 
done.

U n til un ion m ilita n ts  in  greater num 
bers push fo r the creation o f a labor 
pa rty , the labor leaders w i l l  continue 
th e ir  bankrup t po licy  of “ rew ard ing  
friends,”  i.e. the lib e ra l Democrats.

W hat is the c rite rion  fo r a fr ie n d  of 
labor? W hat he promises before election 
day?

W endell P h illips , the great abo lition 
is t leader who th rew  his w e igh t behind 
th e  post-c iv il w a r labor movement, gave 
some keen advice on th is  to a un ion aud-' 
ience back in  1872. P h illip s  said:

“ I f  you w an t power in  th is  country; 
i f  you w ant to make yourselves fe lt; i f  
you do not w an t you r ch ild ren  to w a it 
long years before they have the bread 
on the table they ought to have, the 
le isure in  th e ir  lives they ought to have; 
i f  you don’t  w an t to w a it yourselves, 
w r ite  on you r banner, so tha t every 
p o lit ica l tr im m e r can read it ,  so tha t 
every po litic ian , no m atte r how short
sighted he m ay be, can read it ,  ‘W e  
never fo rge t! I f  you launch the a rrow  o f 
sarcasm at labor, we never fo rget; i f  
there is a d iv is ion  in  Congress and you 
th row  you r vote in  the w rong scale, we 
never forget. You m ay go down on your 
knees, and say, “ I  am sorry  I  d id  the 
act” ; and we w i l l  say, “ I t  w i l l  ava il you 
in  heaven, b u t on th is  side o f the grave 
never.”  ’ So tha t a man, in  tak ing  up the 
Labor Question w i l l  know  he is dealing 
w ith  a h a ir-tr ig g e r p isto l, and w i l l  say, 
‘I  am to be tru e  to jus tice  and to man, 
otherw ise I  am a dead duck.’ ”

A p p ly in g  th is  sim ple ru le  solely t o  
the vote on the recently-passed an ti-labor 
law  w ould  mean fo reve r d isqua lify in g  
fo r  labor endorsement 95 out of 97 mem
bers of the present Senate and 352 out 
of 404 members o f the present House of 
Representatives.

McClellan's Racket
I t  is incred ib le  tha t the union leaders 

who are now bemoaning the “ k i l le r ”  
an ti-labo r law  passed by  the 86th Con
gress d id  not b ring  to pub lic  a tten tion  the 
most obvious aspect o f the Senate hear
ings w h ich  la id  the basis fo r  th is  latest 
un ion-busting legislation.

W ho were these Senators who fo r 
tw o  years were blackening the labor 
movem ent w ith  charges of racketeering 
and cooked up the b i l l  they c la im  was de
signed to defend the dem ocratic r igh ts  
of the union membership?

A l l  we have to do is exam ine the 
chairm an of the Senate’s Labor Inves ti
gating Com m ittee —  Senator John L. 
M cC lellan, the Democrat fro m  Arkansas, 
the state tha t has been g iven w orld -w ide  
no to rie ty  by L it t le  Rock.

A n y  Senator fro m  th a t state w ould  
au tom atica lly  be suspect when i t  comes 
to ta lk in g  about dem ocratic r igh ts  in  
unions or anywhere else. B u t i f  any union 
leader were elected to office the w ay M c
C le llan was elected to  the U.S. Senate i t  
w ou ld  long since have become a nationa l 
scandal.

The last tim e  M cC le llan  was ac tua lly  
elected was in  1948 when he received 
216,402 votes. O n ly  11.1% of the popula
tion  of- Arkansas voted fo r h im . In  1954 
M cC le llan  won the Dem ocratic prim aries 
and was unopposed in  November, so no 
election was necessary. He was “ re-elect
ed”  to  the Senate w ith  no vote cast. .

W hat is tru e  for. M cC le llan  holds

good fo r other Dem ocratic po litic ians in  
Arkansas and th roughout the South. H is 
fe llow -Senator from  Arkansas, J. W illia m  
F u lb rig h t, was elected in  the presidentia l 
year of 1956 by 331,689 votes —  on ly  19% 
of the population. The to ta l vote cast 
fo r  U.S. Senator was 399,705 or 22.9% of 
the to ta l population.

The infam ous O rva l Faubus was 
elected. .G overnor of Arkansas in  1954 
w ith  on ly  208,121 votes —  or 10.8% of the 
state’s population.

Compared w ith  elections in  the N orth  
these figures are scandalous. Take New 
Y ork. In  the 1956 race fo r  U.S. Senate, 
44% of the to ta l popula tion voted. Jacob 
K . Javits received 3,710,753 votes or 23.5% 
of the  vote w h ile  20.5% w en t to the losing 
candidate, Robert F. Wagner.

W agner received a h igher percentage 
of the people’s vote than  F u lb r ig h t and 
almost tw ice  the percentage of votes tha t 
M cC le llan  polled in  1948.

The M cC lellans are kept in  office 
on ly  because' they are pe rm itted  to 
tram p le  on the B il l  o f R ights w h ich  they 
are sworn to uphold. They are not on ly 
racists bu t vicious labor baiters as w e ll. 
They w i l l  do a ll in  th e ir  power to keep 
Negroes from  exercising th e ir  C onstitu 
tio n a l r igh ts  to vote and, a t the  same 
tim e, they hope to use the “ k i l le r ”  labor 
law  to prevent un ion iza tion  o f the  w o rk 
ers .in the South. Negroes w ith  a vote and 
w orkers w ith  a un ion spell doom to the 
M cClellans.

Lloyd Barenblatt Explains Why 
He Faces a 6-Month Jail Term

B y H a rry  Ring

"The United -States Vs. Bar- 
enblait."

Tha t’s the co ld ly  o ffic ia l t it le  
o f a m a jo r test case in  which 
the Supx-eme C ourt imposed a 
sweeping curb on the F irs t 
Am endm ent and gave the 
House U n-Am erican A c tiv itie s  
Com m ittee a new lease on life .

A n  in te rv ie w  last week w ith  
L lo yd  Barenblatt, the man in 
the “ case,”  d ispelled some of 
the preconceived notions tha t 
come to m ind when you th in k  
of a person who challenged the 
r ig h t o f the House U n -A m e ri
can A c tiv it ie s  Committee to 
exist.

A  specialist in social and ex
perim enta l psychology, L loyd  
has taught at the U n ive rs ity  of 
M ichigan and Vassar College in 
New York. A  you th fu l- look ing  
36, he is soft-spoken, good- 
humored and modest to the 
po in t where the center o f the 
stage obviously is not a ttractive  
to him.

RAISES BASIC ISSUE
He insists he’s ju s t “ an aver- 

ge Am erican who likes m alt- 
eds and movies.”  B u t in  1954 
w hen a House Committee sub
poena came to h im  a t Vassar, 
he decided to figh t back. He 
challenged the com m ittee on 
the ground th a t its  ve ry  ex is t
ence vio la ted  the FirsJ Am end
ment.

“ I  fe lt the basis o f the com
m ittee had to be challenged by 
some one,”  he said. “ I  was 
aware tha t at the tim e I  was 
subpoenaed the  Supreme Court 
had never reviewed the com
m ittee ’s abridgem ent o f the 
F irs t Amendment.

“ I  w ant to make i t  clear,”  he 
added, “ I  don’t  th in k  there ’s 
anyth ing  w rong w ith  the F ifth  
Amendment. Its  use before the 
com m ittee is an honorable one.

LLO Y D  B A R EN BLA TT

B u t i t  d idn ’t  afford a rea l test 
o f the powers o f the com m it
tee.”

In  1955, L lo yd  was declared 
g u ilty  of contem pt of Congress 
fo r his defiance of the com m it
tee and he began the process 
o f appeal th a t led to the Sup
reme C ourt decision in  June.

On the basis of the 1957 W at
kins decision, there had been 
some hope that the high court 
might uphold him. In  its opin
ion on Watkins, the court had 
declared the House Committee 
inquisitions had no legislative 
purpose —  that the committee's 
aim; was "exposure for expos
ure's sake."

B u t in  the  B arenb la tt case, 
the court contended, in  a five- 
fo u r decision, th a t i t  had m ere
ly  ru led  th a t a w itness m ust be 
c learly  in fo rm ed o f the purpose 
o f the investigation  and the re l
evancy o f questions asked. I t  
conceded tha t the questions to 
B arenb la tt in fringed  on his 
rig h ts  under the F irs t Am end
m ent b u t b la n d ly  asserted tha t 
such in fringem en t was va lid  
when balanced against the 
needs o f “ na tiona l security.”

SETBACK FOR R IG H TS

The ru lin g  was a sharp set
back fq r  c iv il  libe rties  in  gen
eral. F o r L lq yd  B a renb la tt i t  
a ls tr means th a t unless the  high 
cou rt agrees to  rehear his ap

peal he w i l l  enter a federal 
p en iten tia ry  in  N ovem ber fo r 
six months, less tim e  off fo r 
good behavior. The punishm ent 
also includes a $250 fine.

The in te rv ie w  w ith  L loyd  
made clear tha t the decision to 
stand up to the w itch  hunters 
was shaped by his en tire  back
ground. “ I ’m  a ra b id  reader in  
several areas,”  he explains. “ I 
have an intense in te rest in  the 
philosophy o f ideas and the 
philosophy o f science.. B u t w hat 
I ’m re a lly  most interested in 
apart from  the fie ld  of psychol
ogy is social problems,”

He developed his in terest in  
social problems much the same 
w ay as did m any others o f his 
generation. He was born on 
New Y o rk ’s East Side.. “ Edu
cationally, I ’m  a New Y ork  
C ity  product a ll the w ay,”  he 
says. “ D eW itt C lin ton  H igh 
School and C ity  College. M y 
fa ther was a garm ent cutter, 
m y m other a m illin e ry  w orker. 
M y fa ther was unemployed d u r
ing  a good pa rt o f the depres
sion. I  d id  pa rt-tim e  w ork  
w h ile  going th rough  school so 
I w ou ldn ’t say life  was very  
easy.”

A fte r  a tw o-year A ir  Force 
h itch  in  W orld  W ar I I  he did 
graduate w o rk  at the U n ive r
s ity  of Iow a and the U n ive rs ity  
o f M ichigan w ith  the aid o f the 
G I B i l l  and te a ch in g , fe llo w 
ships. He received his in s tru c t
o r’s appointm ent at Vassar in  
1950. A nd  then in  1954 came 
the fa te fu l subpoena to tes tify  
about “ com m unist in f i lt ra t io n ”  
in  M ichigan education.

A former University of Mich
igan student, Francis Crowley, 
had been hauled before the 
House Committee and, after 
first defying it, caved in and 
provided the names of 40 peo
ple supposedly involved in 
Communist activity. Lloyd was 
among the 40 and one of the 
four selected for a public g rill
ing by the committee. , 

“ C row ley was a student at 
M ich igan when I  was teaching 
there,”  he said. “ He was a per
sonal fr ie n d  o f mine. Came to 
M ich igan down and out and I  
pu t h im  up, clothed h im , fed 
h im  and housed h im  u n til he 
got on his feet and was able 
to graduate.”

He continued to see C row ley 
du ring  the fo u r years a fte r he 
le ft M ichigan. “ I  had consider
ed h im  a fr ie n d  of mine. I t  was 
qu ite  a surprise, find ing  out 
th is  th ing  was in  the w orks 
w ith  the F B I and the com m it
tee fo r some tim e  w h ile  he was 
m ain ta in ing  a pretense o f fr ie n d 
ship fo r  me.”

ECONOMIC H A R D SH IP
T hat was the setting in 

w h ich  L lo yd  decided to make 
the F irs t Am endm ent figh t. The 
odds were form idable. He had 
no organizational backing. H is 
contract had exp ired and des
p ite  a satisfactory four-year 
record Vassar declined to re 
new.

He has been jobless about 
h a lf the tim e  since. Four d iffe r
ent jobs were lost as each new 
stage in  the court fig h t brought 
fu r th e r p ub lic ity .

The problem of legal aid was 
thorny. His first lawyer decided 
the fee was small and the case 
wasn't good for his practice. 
The second, a civil liberties 
lawyer, demanded an even 
sliffer fee. Fortunately, he final
ly secured the services of Da
vid Scribner, a New York civil 
liberties l a w y e r v, who has 
fought the case all the way. In  
the' high court appeal he had 
the collaboraion of the Am eri
can C ivil Liberties Union.

There was the need to  ac
cept financia l help fro m  friends 
of lim ite d  means. “ That was a 
ve ry  tough p a rt o f it , ”  L loyd  
said. “ I  fe lt they were d ipp ing  
in to  th e ir  mortgage money, 
th e ir grocery money.”

The prospect of prison and 
the $250 fine, which is no small 
amount for him, is not “joy

fu l.”  B u t he “ has no regrets. I  
d id  i t  w ith  the consequence 
c learly  in  m ind. I  don’t  th in k  
i t ’s the w ors t th in g  to go to 
prison fo r a p rinc ip le .”

E laborating tha t p rinc ip le , he 
said: “ The freedom of the peo
ple to exchange and fo rm  ideas 
and to be the highest au tho rity  
in  the contro l o f th e ir govern
m ent is the most rad ica l of a ll 
p o lit ica l and social philosophies. 
I  believe tha t the C onstitu tion, 
specifically the B il l  o f Rights, 
is the most rad ica l document in  
th is  respect tha t has ever been 
fram ed.”

“ I t ’s d iff ic u lt to  b ring  th is  
concept in to  practice,”  he con
tinued, “ in  a w o rld  where 
special interests, p roperty  in te r
ests, p lay such an im portan t 
role. B u t to  me th is  is the 
meaning o f the Am erican sp ir
it. W ith ' the a tta inm ent o f th is 
philosophy in  re a lity , people 
can move fo rw a rd  to the  k in d  
of society w h ich  w il l  solve 
th e ir problems and a llow  them 
to liv e  in  the security, happi
ness and abundance w hich the 
hum an m ind makes possible.”

$50 A  B ITE
The agent o f a N ew  Y o rk  

tenem ent was fined $100 a fte r 
tw o ch ild ren  were b itte n  b y  rats 
in  his bu ild ing .

FRANCIS BACON, Philosopher of Industrial Science, by Ben
jamin Farrington.
(Available from Pioneer Publishers, 116 University Place# 
N. Y. 3, $1.25.)

A lthough  Bacon rem ained a 
believer in  the  B ib le  and God, 
he was im bued w ith  the secular 
attitudes o f the ris ing  cap ita lis t 
society in  England. He saw th a t 
an increased know ledge o f na
ture, b rought about by  the m eth
ods he projected, w ou ld  be above 
a ll useful to  prom ote the  powers 
o f m ate ria l production, aug
m ent w ealth , and “ adm in ister to 
the  re lie f o f m an’s estate.”  
Men could g rea tly  im prove 
th e ir conditions o f life  by  m ak
ing  themselves “ masters and 
possessors o f nature.”

Professor F a rring ton  empha
sizes th a t Bacon was the q u ick 
est to  grasp the  immense poten
tia l o f m a rry in g  science to  in 
dustria l p roduction  w h ich  has so 
tho rough ly  changed the m odern 
w orld . H is great idea was “ sim 
p ly  th a t know ledge ought to  
bear f r u it  in  w orks, th a t science 
ought to  be applicable to  in 
dustry, th a t m en ought to  o r
ganize themselves as a sacred 
d u ty  to  im prove  and transfo rm  
the conditions o f life .”

Professor F a rring ton  sets fo r th  
Bacon’s w o rk  in  a d iffe ren t l ig h t 
than i t  is usua lly  depicted in  
u n ive rs ity  courses. There Bacon 
is p r im a rily  presented as a mere 
re form er o f the  rules o f induc
tion. He was m uch more than 
that, declares Farring ton . “ This 
ve ry  o rig in a l and unorthodox 
figure in  the h is to ry  o f B ritis h  
philosophy”  was not so m uch “ a 
re fo rm er o f log ic”  as “ a re fo rm 
er o f society.”

In  a footnote to Capital, M arx  
said of Bacon and Descartes that 
"they anticipated an alteration 
in the form of production, and 
the practical subjugation of na
ture by man, as a result of Ihe  
altered method of thought." 
Professor Farrington has sought 
to document this appraisal of 
Marx in  detail £>y placing Bacon 
in his social-economic setting 
and portraying him as the Phil
osopher of Industrial Science.

A lthough  he somewhat u n 
derestimates the  L o rd  Chancel
lo r ’s contribu tions to  the  new  
methods o f bourgeois thought, 
the author has b r i l l ia n t ly  an<} 
conv inc ing ly  dem onstrated Ba
con’s version as a prophet o f , the  
In d u s tria l R evolu tion, th a t was 
to  come.

> —  W illiam  F. Wards

Francis Bacon (1561-1626) is 
best-known as a prose w r ite r  
and essayist o f the firs t ra n k  and 
as the  founder o f English m a
te ria lism  and the in sp ire r o f 
English em piric ism . According 
to Professor Farring ton , he was 
not o n ly  an epoch-m aking inno 
va to r in  modern philosophy b u t 
also the  earliest hera ld  o f m od
ern in d u s tria l society.

Bacon gave a new d irection  to 
English though t by detaching 
na tu ra l philosophy from  theo l
ogy and reason fro m  re lig ious 
fa ith , and jo in in g  them  to  sci
ence in  the  fo rm  o f a m a te ria lis t 
physics. He insisted th a t men 
should tu rn  th e ir  a tten tion  from  
the texts o f scholars and the 
dogmas o f the church to  study 
the operations o f na tu ra l phe
nomena.

N EW  M ETHO D
This “ commerce o f the m ind  

w ith  th ings”  was the basis o f a 
new method o f acqu iring  kn o w 
ledge, the experim ental method, 
w h ich  d rew  restric ted  general
izations fro m  collected and ob
served data and checked th e ir 
v a lid ity  con tinua lly  by  re fe r
ence to the results o f practice. 
Bacon anticipated the labo ra to r
ies o f today in  his description 
in  The New A tla n tis  o f the im 
aginary Solomon’s House where 
m any kinds o f experim ents w ith  
nature were system atica lly car
ried  on.

In  addition to the impetus his 
writings gave to the scientific 
investigation of nature. Bacon 
furthered the study of social de
velopment in a materialist man
ner. He was one of the first 
modern thinkers to single out 
the importance of technology 
and inventions in  promoting the 
progress of civilization. He noted 
that such mechanical inventions 
as printing, gunpowder and the 
compass had done more to 
change men's lives than any 
"empire, sect or star."

In  developing the  im p lica tions 
o f th is  fundam enta l proposition 
o f h is to rica l m ateria lism , Bacon 
was able to  assign new functions 
and broader aims to hum an 
knowledge. In  feudal Europe 
positive know ledge served re 
lig ious dogma, w h ile  the  be tte r
m ent o f man’s lo t on earth  was 
subordinated to preparations fo r 
l ife  a fte r death.

Headlines in Other Lands
Right-W ing Officers 
Executed for Role in 
A ttem pted  Iraq Coup

T h irteen  Ira q i a rm y officers 
were executed by the Kassim 
regime Sept. 20. A l l  had been 
invo lved in  the unsuccessful 
a ttem pt at a m ilita ry  over
th row  of the governm ent last 
March. Justifica tion fo r  the a t
tem pted coup was tha t Kassim 
was m oving tow ard  “ comm u
nism.”  A lso executed were fo u r 
c iv ilians  who had been mem
bers of the regime o f the late 
N u ri as-Said, the pro-W estern 
p rem ier who was slain in  the 
popular upris ing  o f J u ly  14, 
1958.

24-H our Strike Hits 
Argentine Railroads

A  one-day general s trike  by 
A rgentine  tra inm en Sept. 18 
b rought a to ta l shutdown of 
the coun try ’s ra il system. The 
w orkers have declared th a t 
they w il l  w a lk  out every f if th  
day u n til the governm ent heeds 
th e ir demand fo r  an adequate 
pension1'p la n . Moves by the 
F rond iz i regime to  load the 
burden o f a v iru le n t in fla tion  
on  the backs o f the w orkers 
through a ho ld-the -line  po licy 
on wages has provoked in 
creasing ferm ent. A  nationa l 
general s trike  was threatened 
fo« Sept. 23.

French Students 
Resist Draft

French u n ive rs ity  students, 
w ith  substantia l fa cu lty  sup
port, are p u ttin g  the heat on 
the de Gaulle regime to ease 
up new ly  imposed curbs on 
d ra ft deferments fo r students. 
The new regulations are pa rt 
o f a move to cope w ith  the 
incessant demand fo r  m an
power fo r the w ar o f sub ju 
gation against A lgeria . The 
French high command estimates 
tha t a m in im um  of 400,000 
troops is indispensable fo r  p ro 
secution of the war.

To m ain ta in  th is  m in im um  
troop level, draftees are being 
kept in  service beyond th e ir  
tw o-year term . Th is has aroused 
much protest and led to the 
present move to impress some 
of the estimated 150,000 defer-

red students. W ith  opposition 
to the A lge rian  w a r w idespread 
in in te llec tua l c i r c l e s ,  the 
French S tudent Association has 
appealed the new decrees to 
the Council o f State, a sort o f 
Supreme Court. Students have 
been urged to file  in d iv id u a l 
appeals when they are called 
up by th e ir local d ra ft board. 
A n  appeal suspends the in d i
v idua l d ra ft order. A  mass of 
such appeals *also tends to  clog 
up adm in is tra tive  m achinery.

Shortage of M eat 
Increases in Poland

A  scarcity o f po rk  products 
tha t developed in  Poland last 
spring is ge tting  worse. Sev
eral factors have contributed 
to the shortage. A  boost in 
wage levels last year b rought 
a 12% increase in  meat con
sum ption. A t the same tim e, 
hog production dropped 6%. 
The drop was due to fa ilu re  
to increase the potato crop 
w h ich  is the coun try ’s p rinc ipa l 
hog feed.

To cope .w ith  the problem , 
the Polish governm ent is seek
ing  to w in  ind iv idua l farm ers 
to a program  o f investing sav
ings in  co llective ly-ow ned fa rm  
m achinery. Polish peasants had 
s trong ly resisted efforts at co l
lec tiv iza tion  and today more 
than 85% o f the fa rm  land is 
p r iva te ly  owned.

Polish au thorities are con
vinced tha t unless a su ffic ien t 
degree o f fa rm  mechanization 
is q u ick ly  achieved i t  w i l l  not 
be possible to a tta in  the  goal 
o f a 30% fa rm  production  in 
crease by 1965.

Spyros Skouras 
Not Proving 
His Point in Africa

Spyros Skouras, the film  
magnate, w ho debated K h rush 
chev on the  v irtues o f cap ita lis t 
democracy at a H o llyw ood 
luncheon is ge tting  a poor press 
in  A fr ica  fo r  his fa ilu re  to 
match deeds to words. The 
Royal Theater in  Salisbury, 
South Rhodesia, ran a Red 
Cross benefit performance Sept. 
7. A fricans and Asians who 
tr ied  to buy ticke ts were to ld  
the theater was fo r  “ w hites 
on ly .”  The theater is owned 
by a subsid iary o f Tw en tie th

C entury-Fox, w h ich  is headed 
by Skouras.

The f ilm  was South Pacific 
w hich presents a love a ffa ir 
between a Polynesian g ir l and 
a w h ite  Am erican. A  lin e  in  
one of its  songs says, “ You 
have to be. taugh t to hate.”

Seek U.S. Capital 
For Israel
c

Large-scale Am erican cap ita l 
investments are essential fo r  
the developm ent o f the Is rae li 
economy, according to Z ion is t 
leaders who opened a fa l l  d rive  
in  New Y o rk  fo r  the saile o f 
$75,000,000 in  Israe li bonds by  
the end o f th is  year.

D r. Joseph Schwartz, head o f 
the bond d rive , said Israe l 
m ust increase its indus tria l p ro 
duction almost 100% by  1965 
to meet the needs of an ex 
panding population. W ith  tw o  
m illio n  people in  the  coun try  
now, the figure is expected to 
increase by h a lf a m illio n  in  
the nex t five  years.

I t  was reported th a t fo re ign  
investments in  Israel have 
to ta lled  $20 m illio n  annua lly  
since 1950 and the governm ent 
hopes to increase th is  to  $50 
m illio n  a year by 1965. Over 
$400 m illio n  in  Israe li bonds 
have been sold abroad since 
1951 w ith  the b u lk  o f the 
money com ing from  th is  coun
try .

Protests in Iceland 
Bring Removal of 
U.S. Commander

M ounting  protest by  the peo
ple of Iceland against the 'a r
rogant conduct o f U.S. forces 
resulted in  the rem oval Sept. 
18 o f Bx-igadier General G. L. 
P ritchard , commander o f the 
base there. Since the e n try  of 
U.S. troops in  Iceland du ring  
W orld  War- I I  there has been 
strong resentm ent of th e ir p re 
sence. The demand fo r  e lim ina 
tion  of the U.S. base has con
s istently enjoyed w ide support. 
The Pentagon acted to remove 
P ritcha rd  a fte r a recent in c i
dent evoked a new storm  of 
protest. A n  Am erican sentry at 
the K e fla v ik  a irpo rt forced tw o 
Ice landic offic ia ls a t gun po in t 
to  lie  in  a puddle o f w a te r fq r 
ten m inutes w h ile  he deter
m ined i f  they had a r ig h t to  be 
there.



He'll Do A ll R ight 
If He Gets It
Editor:

N ow  th e y ’ve got slogans plas
tered a ll over tow n  on bu ild ings 
and buses —  “ Texas fo r  C hrist.”  
He’l l  sure be w e ll o ff i f  he gets 
it. The o il men who ow n i t  now 
ce rta in ly  are.

M aybe i f  he does get Texas, 
he’l l  ru n  w a te r in to  m y street. 
We pay 50 dents a barre l and i t  
a in ’t  o il.

Mrs. T. L.
Texas

"Managem ent 
W ould Blanch to  
A  Deadly Pallor"
Editor:

I  th in k  readers o f the M ilita n t 
w i l l  en joy reading th is  le tte r 
w h ich  appeared in  the Denver 
Post Sept. 18.

R. H.
Denver

The recent setbacks to organ
ized labor suggest the in tr ig u in g  
poss ib ility  th a t conservative fo r 
ces m ay b ring  about changes in  
the  Am erican p o lit ica l scene tha t 
rad ica l groups have been unable 
to  effect.

Labor possesses the u ltim a te  
weapon a g  a i n s t  management, 
should i t  ever be d riven  to use it ;  
nam ely the fo rm ation  o f a so- 
e ia lis tica lly -inc lined  Labor P ar
ty  in  the U n ited  States. Before 
th is  th rea t the toughest repre-

sentatives o f management w ou ld  
blanch to a deadly pa llor.

Such a p o lit ica l pa rty  w ould  
draw  to its  m em bership in n u m 
erable in te llectua ls and idealists 
who have been try in g , w ith  in 
d iffe ren t success, to  find  a s p ir
itu a l home among the Demo
crats. B ra in  and braw n w ould  
un ite  to in jec t some rea l issues, 
some hot controversy in to  a po
lit ic a l scene w h ich  at present 
can’t be beat fo r sound and fu ry , 
s ign ify ing  nothing.

I f  the honeymoon is over in  
the m arriage o f labor and m an
agement in  the U n ited  States 
(and a long honeymoon i t ’s 
been, indeed), perhaps each 
partne r w i l l  at last reveal its  
true  nature, w i l l  assert the long- 
dorm ant urge to express its  in 
d iv id u a lity , and “ togetherness” 
w il l  be a th ing  o f the past.

M any observers o f the A m e ri
can po litica l process deplore the 
lack o f basic ideological d iffe r
ences beiween the tw o  m a jo r 
parties. They feel the na tion ’s 
interests w ou ld  be bette r served 
by a conservative-libera l po la r
ization. That th is  type  o f re 
a lignm ent m igh t come, however, 
as the resu lt o f the  foolishness 
o f the rich  and m ig h ty  is a pos
s ib il ity  th a t w ou ld  probab ly 
have occurred to no one.

B ig  management and its  sym 
pathizers in  Congress m anifest 
l it t le  fo resight in  pressing labor 
too far. A nd  labor leaders aren’t 
w o rth  th e ir  champagne cocktails 
i f  they fa il to  see th a t the s trike  
is no t by  any means th e ir  last 
tru m p  card.

Ruth K nille l
Ft. Collins

The Mountain Cave 
Birth to a Mouse
Editor:

The labor leaders and th e ir 
“ friends”  in  the W ashington 
State Leg is la ture racked up 
qu ite  a record th is session. From  
the entire  session they have one 
single piece o f leg is la tion tha t 
they feel they can brag about. 
A  law  was passed establishing a 
state m in im um  wage o f $1.00 an 
hour. The o rig ina l b i l l  called fo r 
a $1.25 m in im um  bu t an amend
m ent chopped i t  down to a do l
la r and then i t  ba re ly  squeaked 
through. T ru ly  the m ounta in  la 
bored to  produce a mouse!

B u t the union offic ia ldom  can 
see the shiny side o f the smallest 
bone th a t’s th ro w n  to  them. E x 
p la in ing  the cutback fro m  $1.25 
to $1.00, a pam phlet issued by 
the U n ited  Labor Lobby says: 
“ A lthough  th is  was d isappoin t
ing, we realize th a t the b il l  
w ou ld  have been in  danger o f 
fa ilin g  on fina l passage w ith  the 
o rig ina l am ount s t i l l  in  effect. 
Since th is  is ou r firs t statew ide 
law, and does increase the  m in 
im um  wage fo r  most women and 
m inors from  65 cents to $1.00 an 
hour, i t  is s t i l l  a d is tinc t step 
fo rw a rd .”

W hat the pam phlet doesn’t 
m ention is th a t tens o f thousands 
o f m ig ra to ry  fa rm  w orkers in  
the state, m ore than h a lf o f 
them  wom en and m inors, are 
N O T covered by the new  law. 
N or are thousands o f women 
employed as domestics, etc.

Jack Wright
Seattle

They Earn $2  a Day
B y L illia n  K iezel

Scratch the surface a l it t le  and the jim cro w  
system in  the N o rth  is la id  bare. Just as mean 
and f i lth y  as anyth ing  in  the South. Backed up, 
as in  the South, by governm ent agencies.

The Farm  Placement Bureau o f the Penn
sy lvan ia  State Em ploym ent Service is fo rc ing  
unemployed Negroes to take jobs p ick ing  beans 
and tomatoes on New Jersey farm s th a t pay $2 
to $4 a day. The on ly  explanation offered by 
Ju lius  Abrams, an agent fo r  the bureau, is: “ You 
gotta have th is  . . . because i f  you d idn ’t  you 
w ou ldn ’t  have any crops.”  He continued in d if
fe ren tly , “ Somebody has to  w o rk  the  farm s.”

The “ somebody”  are Negroes w ho have to 
slave on the farm s ten to tw e lve  hours a day. 
W illie  T insley, 51-year-old laborer, said, “ I 
w o rk  12 hours every day and I  never made 
over $2.40 in  a ll the tim e  I ’ve been going down 
there.”

H ugh B row n, another laborer, has th is  to 
say: “ Most o f the fo lks  w ho are recru ited  are 
bn unem ploym ent compensation ro lls. Unless 
they agree to  w o rk  on the farms, they are 
threatened w ith  being cu t o ff from  th e ir com
pensation checks. W hat makes me bo iling  angry 
is th a t they on ly  seem to re c ru it Negroes fo r 
th is  w ork . I ’ve never heard o f any w h ite  fo lks  
going to  w o rk  on those farm s.”

W hile  they are forced to w o rk  fo r  starva
tio n  wages under w retched w o rk in g  conditions 
they  are also p rey fo r  racketeers. C ontrac
tors who d rive  them  to  the farm s each day 
in  ricke ty , obsolete buses are paid fo r  “ services 
rendered”  by the farm ers. However, the w orkers 
are also c lipped fo r  the ride.
, “ Some contractors receive as much as onc- 
th ird  o f every w o rke r’s d a ily  salary,”  reports 
A r t  Peters w ho investigated Jersey fa rm  con

d itions in  person and exposed them  in  the Sept. 
5 Philade lph ia  T ribune. “ Salaries received by 
the P h ilade lph ia  laborers are no t much more 
than th a t received by the m ig ran t w orkers from  
the South,”  who earn as low  as $2 a day. “ Some 
farm ers pay by the hour. The average hou rly  
wage is 70 cents, b u t the w o rke r usua lly  does 
not get more than 45 cents o f th is. The d iffe r
ence goes to the contractor. O ther farm ers pay 
‘p iecework’ . . . one fa rm er paid his Philade lph ia  
help 35 cents per basket o f beans. The contractor 
got 15 cents fo r  every basket picked by  the 
w orkers.”

Abram s fla tly  denied tha t ch ild  labor is 
being exploited. B u t Barbara Chisolm  and 
E lizabeth Anderson, both 12, to ld  T ribune  re 
porters tha t they w orked in  South Jersey prac
tic a lly  every day. They said: “ We earn about 50 
cents a day fo r  p ick ing  beans.”  /

Southern Negro fam ilies are lu red  to come 
N orth  and w o rk  on the farm s w ith  promises o f 
“ b ig money”  and find  themselves in  v ir tu a l 
slavery. Trapped by lack o f money they cannot 
re tu rn  home and m ust w o rk  and live  in  filth , 
m isery and despair. Here’s how  the T ribune 
describes i t :  “ Maggots and flies swarm ed over 
open garbage cans . . . no t a ch ild  in  the camp 
was w earing shoes. M any o f them  had grotesque 
scars on th e ir d irt-c rusted  bare feet and legs — 
a few  were suffering from  dysentery —  the 
d irect resu lt o f m a ln u tr it io n  and depriva tion ."

Conditions on the South Jersey farm s have 
been know n to governm ent agencies fo r  years. 
B u t they  don’t  give a damn th a t every wage 
and hour standard on the books is flouted. And, 
worse s till, tha t the fa rm  laborers live  in  squalor 
w h ile  the farm ers’ fam ilies live  in  lu xu ry . I t  is 
the jim cro w  system.

M IC H IG A N  JOBLESS — The M ich igan 
M ilita n t N ew sletter reports a state E m ploy
m ent S ecurity Commission find ing  th a t there 
are now  232,000 jobless in  the state, compared 
to 485,000 a year ago. The N ew sle tte r points 
ou t th a t th is  is an im provem ent b u t no t as 
b ig  as i t  looks. P a rt o f the unem ploym ent 
drop is due to a “ shrinkage”  of 98,500 in  the 
w o rk  force. This includes thousands who le ft  
the state to look fo r  w o rk  elsewhere and 
others no longer lis ted  as seeking em ploy
m ent because they s im p ly  gave up hope of 
find ing  a job. M ichigan residents may receive 
the M ilita n t N ew sle tter by m a il by w r it in g  
to  3737 W oodward, D e tro it 1.

.  * *
P E N N S Y LV A N IA  W ELFARE FIGURES  

C LIM B  —  Tw o thousand people a day were 
being added to Pennsylvania re lie f roles at 
the end of last month, according to Gov. 
Lawrence. There were 354,556 w e lfa re  assis
tance claims in  the s^ate in  m id-A ugust, the 
highest figure since the 1950 recession. L a w 
rence said the steel s trike  is responsible fo r  
some of the increase bu t tha t the num ber 
w ou ld  have gone up w ith o u t the strike . He 
said th a t the A ugust figure invo lved only 
16,000 steelworkers’ fam ilies  and th a t the 
trend  “ shows Pennsylvania is s t i l l  suffering 
severely from  the recession, and the outlook 
fo r  a speedy, m iraculous recovery is not. as 
b rig h t as m any w ou ld  lik e  to believe.”

•  *  *

PITTSB UR G H  A R M O R E D  T R U C K  
STR IK E — B rin k ’s, Inc., the money transport 
agency, has been shut down by a d rive rs ’ and 
guards’ s tr ike  in  P ittsburgh  since June 3. C ity  
police are being used to guard de live ry  of 
payro lls  and other shipments of cash no rm a lly  
perform ed by the agency. The s tr ike  was ca ll
ed by Teamsters Local 249 when the company 
insisted on reducing the num ber of men on 
each tru ck  fro m  fo u r to three and from  three 
to two. The company won nationa l headlines 
when i t  was robbed of a m illio n  dollars in  
Boston.

* ' * *
IT  PAYS TO JO IN  THE U N IO N  —  U nion 

members average 8% more pay than w orkers 
in  non-union shops, according to a study 
made pub lic  by the A F L -C IO  last month. 
The study was based on wage surveys o f 18 ■ 
industries made by the D epartm ent o f Labor

in  1951-57. More than 1,000 union shops were 
compared w ith  an equal num ber o f uno r
ganized shops and the union jobs were h igher 
paid in  almost 80% o f the cases. The study 
could no t show the influence on wages in 
non-union shops b rought about by pay in 
creases in organized plants. Com petition fo r 
labor and efforts to foresta ll un ionization often 
compel open-shop employers to increase wages. 
N or d id  the study a ttem pt to compute vaca
tion  pay and other fr inge  benefits w h ich  are 
generally greater in  union shops.

*  *  *

M A YBE TH EY KNO W  W H A T THEY'RE
D O IN G  — The Colum bia Broadcasting System
has made a unique con tribu tion  to combating
juven ile  delinquency in  New Y ork. U n til
th ings sim m er down, CBS is w ith d ra w in g  a ll
vocal version o f “ Mack the K n ife ,”  the song
from  B e rt B recht’s Three-Penny 0$era. I t
describes the explo its of the hero, a cutpurse
and cu tth roa t who remains successful as long
as he pays off the chief o f police.

*  *  *

SUES H O TEL C H A IN  — C. D. Edwards, 
a New Y o rk  Negro, has filed  su it in  Dallas, 
Texas, against the S ta tle r H ilto n  H ote l fo r  
$100,000. He charges tha t the local branch, of 
the in te rna tiona l chain refused to honor a 
reservation made and confirm ed in  New York. 
When he a rrived in Dallas, he said, the hotel 
in form ed h im  i t  w ould be a v io la tion  o f Texas 
customs to re n t h im  a room. Edwards, who 
had to spend hours find ing  o ther lodgings, is 
demanding $50,000 fo r  personal in ju ry  and 
$50,000 fo r breach o f contract.

* * *
TH E Y  L IK E D  THE A N A LO G Y — R eport

ing K hrushchev’s a rr iva l in  the U.S., New 
Y o rk  Post labor colum nist M u rra y  Kem pton 
observed: “ N ik ita  K hrushchev is an authentic, 
the real th ing. He alighted on Andrew s F ie ld 
yesterday as a vice president o f the In te rn a 
tiona l Ladies Garm ent W orkers U nion m igh t 
descend upon U n ity  House. He even bore 
along in  his wake his son-in-law, the ed ito r 
of Izvestia. You could almost hear the echo: 
‘A lexe i is a b rig h t boy, so I  made h im  educa
tiona l d irector of the local.’ ”  A  New Y ork  
garm ent cu tte r reports tha t someone tacked 
the c lipp ing  on his shop b u lle tin  board. In  
another garmen shop i t  was pasted along
side the tim e clock.
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Scene from New York's giant Labor Day Parade where 115,000 unionists turned out to 
demonstrate their readiness to resist the employer-governmenl attack on labor.

...AFL-CIO Leaders Adjusting
(Continued from  Page 1)

tion  of the Sleeping Car P o rt
ers, fo r  example, the resolu
tion  on po litica l action con
demned both the Republican 
and Democratic Parties and 
called fo r the fo rm ation  o f a 
labor party.

Delegate Söderström of the 
Illin o is  Federation of Labor has 
in troduced a resolution at this 
convention ca lling fo r the entry 
of labor in to  the po litica l field 
w ith  its ow n party. This resolu
tion  goes before the convention 
tom orrow .

A nd  in  a cu rren t issue o f the 
B utcher W orkm an a special 
ed ito ria l cries out fo r the rees
tablishm ent o f “ class conscious
ness . . .  to strengthen the 
anemic blood w hich has been 
coursing through the structura l 
veins o f the labor movement 
fa r too long.”  ■.

The Butcher W orkm an fu r th 
er warns “ tha t i t  is foolish on 
the part of labor to tie  itse lf 
to the Democratic P a rty  when 
tha t label is woven in  the same 
sweatshop of reactionary th in k 
ing as Republicanism. When the 
chips are down on labor, both 
service the gas chambers w hich 
suffocate everyth ing  lib e ra l.”

The ed ito ria l goes on to call 
fo r “ the fo rm ation  o f a fa rm er- 
labor coa lition geared to the 
needs of the m illions  in  p ro 
duction and agricu ltu re . I t  
w ould  soon catch on and be
come the balance of power, i f  
not TH E power, in  the ever
lasting figh t between r ig h t and 
wrong. Such w ou ld  . end the 
sickening practice o f labor lead
ers fo llow ing  on the coat ta ils 
o f double crossing po litic ians.”

B u t even th is  ed ito ria l draws 
up short w ith  the advice that 
“ in  m any cas<% labor could s til l 
fo llo w  the doctrine of Samuel 
Gompers to ‘rew ard your friends 
and defeat you r enemies.’ ”  This 
b it o f prudence is meant to  as
sure the rea lly  genuine “ friends”  
o f labor tha t they have noth ing 
to fear.

A CTIO N  ON 'K IL L E R ' LAW

The top labor leadership’s 
“ practica l w isdom ”  on electoral 
po licy is o f a piece w ith  the 
real th in k in g  a t the convention 
on the new  tough an ti-labor 
law  ju s t passed. The convention 
has become the place and oc
casion to prepare fo r accommo
dation to the new onerous reg
ulations. T ha t’s the w ay the 
labor leaders acted when the 
T a ft-H a rtle y  A c t became law  
and th a t’s the w ay they are 
proceeding w ith  the Kennedy- 
L a n d ru m -G riffin  b ill. A t the 
convention Secretary o f Labor 
M itch e ll announced tha t he and 
M eany had a lready agreed on 
a w o rk in g  lia ison, to p u t the 
law  in to  motion.

President Meany has blamed 
James Hoffa o f the Teamsters 
union fo r provoking  the pass-

Calendar 
Of Euents

NEW  YORK  
M urry Weiss, Socialist W ork 

ers P a rty  na tiona l comm ittee 
member, discusses "Socialist 
Election Policy in  1960." Ques
tion  and discussion period. F ri
day, Oct. 2, 8 p.m. Contrib. —  50 
cents. Ausp. M ilitant Labor 
Forum.
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TW IN  C IT IES  

Hear Claude De Bruce, C hi
cago chairm an, Com m ittee to 
Combat Racial In justice , on 
"The Road to Negro Equality." 
F ri., Oct. 2, 8:00 p.m. P h y llis  
W heatley House, 809 A ld r ich  
Ave. No. Auspices: T w in . C ities 
Labor Forum.

age of the new law. He called 
Hoffa — the chief target ‘o f M c
C le llan ’s a ttack —  the num ber 
one enemy o f the labor move
ment. Hoffa in  tu rn  has blamed 
the weak and fa lte r in g  leader
ship o f the A FL-C IO  fo r the 
actual passage of the measure. 
He also charged tha t the B u ild 
ing Trades section of the A F L - 
CIO had sought special im m un
ity  in  the law, then stopped 
figh ting  against its  passage.

This was verified in  a speech 
by Congressman Shelley at th is 
convention when he related how 
the leg is la tive  agents o f the 
B u ild ing  Trades w orked at 
cross purposes seeking to get 
th e ir special interests protected 
in  the new law. And sure 
enough the new act does con
ta in  a special section g iv ing  the 
B u ild ing  Trades w hat i t  wants 
on h ir in g  procedures.

Meany took the floo r to ho tly  
deny tha t the B u ild ing  Trades 
D epartm ent d id  a n y t h i n g  
wrong. A nd by means of th is  
in te rven tion  he brought before 
public v iew  his most c ritica l in 
te rna l problem  — the preserva
tion  o f the u n ity  of the A F L - 
CIO.

D IV IS IO N  IN  A FL-C IO
There is a deep fissure in  th is 

organization, and i t  is the his
to ric  one between the c ra ft and 
indus tria l unions. Four years of 
u n ity  have done l it t le  to settle

the ju risd ic tiona l conflicts. A  
short tw en ty  m inutes away from  
the convention ha ll, a m achin
ists local of the Steel W orkers 
had its  p icke t lines broken by 
a ra id ing  section o f the B u ild 
ing Trades as the convention 
opened.

A t conventions of the c ra ft 
departments p rio r to the A F L - 
CIO m eeting the p rinc ipa l order 
of business was the figh t against 
the indus tria l unions over ju r 
isdiction. The M etal Trades De
partm ent w ent so fa r as to pub
l ic ly  threaten to refuse recog
n itio n  to the Steel W orkers’ 
.strike.

The response of many o f the 
c ra ft unions to the appeal fo r 
aid to the steel s tr ike  at th is 
convention has been something 
less than enthusiastic. The nar
row, reactionary v iew  o f the 
c ra ft un ion leaders reveals i t 
self at every tu rn .

This is the background to the 
differences tha t come increas
ing ly  to the fore between Reu
ther and Meany. T he ir qua rre l
lin g  has been confined to exec
u tive  sessions of the Executive 
Council up to now bu t the 
stage seems to be set fo r pub lic  
quarre lling . More and more 
open divergences appear be
tween these tw o parts o f the 
AFL-C IO , as the c ra ft depart
ments seek to extend th e ir “ ju r 
isdictions”  a t the expense of 
the indus tria l unions.

Seattle Steel Strikers 
Refuse Maintenance Jobs

SEATTLE — The striking 
members of Local 1208 of the 
United Steel Workers at the 
Bethlehem plant here are still 
solid despite steadily increasing 
financial pressure. The member
ship has voted unanimously to 
reject for a second time a man
agement proposal that some of

UE Local 107 
Urges Building 
Of Labor Party

Local 107, Westinghouse local 
o f the U n ited  E lectrica l, Radio 
and Machine W orkers, A F L - 
CIO, in  Lester, Pa. recently 
passed a resolution fo r indepen
dent po litica l action th a t w i l l  be 
presented at the un ion ’s conven
tion  in  Chicago. In  p a rt the res
o lu tion  reads:

"WHEREAS: The 1958 elec
tions saw a Democratic P a rty  
landslide w ith  m any libera ls 
elected to Congress, and . . . 
there has been an absolute m in 
im um  o f leg is la tion fo r c iv il 
rights, lo w  cost housing, hos
p ita liza tion  fo r the aged, aid to 
education, and 

"W HEREAS: The ve ry  basic 
r ig h t to reg ister and vote has 
been denied m illio n s  o f Ne
groes, and 

"WHEREAS: This condition 
has continued under Democratic 
and Republican adm inistrations 
and m ajorities, and 

"WHEREAS: B ig  business has 
again forced w orkers ou t on 
s tr ike  in  a v ir tu a l lockout . . . 
w h ile  the w o rke r and his fa m ily  
is denied unem ploym ent insu r
ance and any other adequate aid, 

"BE JT RESOLVED: That the 
convention o f the UE go on 
record endorsing the runn ing  of 
independent labor candidates 
w herever feasible, and

"BE IT  FURTHER RESOLV
ED THA T: The UE w o rk  closely 
w ith  the rest o f the labor move
ment, the sm all businessman, 
professional people, and w o rk 
ing  farm ers to encourage the 
developm ent o f a labor pa rty .”

the men come into the m ill to 
do a maintenance repair job.

The Longshoremen’s U nion 
has been help ing by prov id ing  
some w o rk  from  its h ir in g  hall. 
A bou t 200 steel w orkers show 
up at the ha ll on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays when the bana
na boats come in.

The local w e lfa re  com m ittee 
has announced th a t numerous 
members have applied fo r re 
l ie f and obtained it. Those hav- 
mg the most d iff ic u lty  getting 
re lie f are the single men and 
the m arried  couples w ith o u t 
ch ildren. They are ge tting  some 
help from  the un ion ’s d is tr ic t 
s tr ike  fund.

One o f the sore points w ith  
the members is the absence of 
an adequate local s tr ike  fund. 
A t a recent m eeting a m otion 
was unanim ously adopted to put 
$250 a m onth aside fo r a s tr ike  
fund  as soon as th is  one is 
over.

The company proposal to do 
the maintenance jo b  was the 
same as had been unanim ously 
rejected last month. W ork on 
the recuperators in  one o f the 
m ills  has to be done before fu l l  
production can resume.

This tim e  the company re
quested tha t a comm ittee be 
sent in to  the m ill to see fo r 
themselves i f  the repa ir w o rk  
was needed. The comm ittee 
w ent in  and took pictures and 
the w o rk  is needed.

Furtherm ore, i t  w ou ld  pro
vide w o rk  fo r  about 50 men 
and i f  it  isn’t  done before the 
s trike  ends there may be a de
lay o f about tw o weeks after 
the settlem ent before the m ill 
goes back in to  production.

B u t one w o rke r pointed out 
tha t the union m igh t be forced 
back in to  the m ill  by  a Ta ft- 
H a rtley  in junc tion  and that the 
company wanted the repa ir 
w 6 rk  done to rebu ild  stockpiles 
before fo rc ing  the union on 
s trike  again.

A nother member said tha t the 
steel w orkers had the eyes of 
the w hole labor movement on 
them  and i t  w ould be hard to 
exp la in  w hy they are crossing 
th e ir ow n p icketline. For these 
reasons the previous decision 
not to  w o rk  was unanim ously 
reaffirm ed.

B’klyn NAACP
Sponsors Drive 
For Willie Reid

A  campaign has begun in  New, Y o rk  to save W illie  
Reid from  being re tu rned to F lo rida  where slow to rtu re , 
in  the fo rm  of the chain gang, or sudden death, in  the 
fo rm  o f S heriff W illis  V. M cCall 
awaits him.

The papers to send Reid back 
to F lo rida  are a ll signed and 
sealed. Dem ocratic G overnor 
H arrim an  made them out and 
signed them. Republican Gov
ernor Rockefe ller has refused 
to countermand them.

To make Rockefe ller change 
his m ind and keep New Y ork  
from  being a pa rty  to the racial 
in jus tice  perpetrated against 
Reid, the B rook lyn  N AA C P is 
sponsoring a campaign to stop 
the ex trad ition . The campaign 
w il l  get underway w ith  a mass 
meeting Thursday n igh t, Oct. 1, 
at 8 P.M. at the Siloam Presby
te rian  Church (260 Jefferson 
Ave., B rook lyn ) at w h ich  W illie  
Reid w il l  te ll his own story. 
Sharing the p la tfo rm  w ith  h im  
w il l  be Ted Poston, the d is
tinguished jo u rn a lis t whose cov
erage o f c iv il-r ig h ts  stories has 
frequen tly  taken h im  to F lorida 
where he has gained first-hand 
know ledge o f the methods of 
S heriff W illis  V. M cC all, the 
notorious racist, who figures in 
the Reid case. Also scheduled 
to speak is W illia m  Peters, 
author of the recently  pub lish 
ed book, The Southern Temper.

The Reid case began in 1950 
in  Lake County, F lorida. Reid, 
a m ig ra to ry  fa rm  w o rke r was 
in  a figh t resu lting  from  a crap 
game. In  the figh t his opponent 
suffered a cu t from  w hich he 
soon recovered. O rd in a r ily  th is 
w ou ld  have b rought a charge 
of aggravated assault —  fo r 
which, under F lo rida  law, the 
m axim um  penalty is tw o years. 
B u t S heriff M cCall and Judge 
Futch, who presided at R eid’s 
“ t r ia l”  chose to prosecute ,a 
charge o f “ assault w ith  prem ed
ita ted in ten t to m urder,”  fo r 
w hich Reid was g iven a 15- 
year sentence.

I t  is of in terest tha t the Negro 
v ic tim s of the ‘‘L it t le  Scotts- 
boro Case”  in  Groveland, F lo r
ida, were arrested by S heriff 
M cCall and sentenced by Judge 
Futch dujyng th is same period. 
(One of the G roveland prison
ers was in  the same cell w ith  
Reid.) As is w e ll known, when 
the U.S. Supreme C ourt stop
ped the execution o f Irw in  and 
Shepheard by ordering a new 
tr ia l, S heriff M cC all shot both 
handcuffed prisoners on a pre
te x t o f th e ir “ try in g  to escape.”  
One surv ived his' wounds and 
to ld  the w hole story.

A lthough  Reid paid over $400 
(his gam bling w inn ings) to ob
ta in  a law yer through the ja i l 
er, he w ent to tr ia l w ith o u t 
counsel and was clenied the 
r ig h t to plead no t g u ilty . The 
judge d id  not even exp la in  
w ha t the w ord  “ prem editated”  
in  the charge meant. I t  is a l
most a commonplace tha t fights 
stem ming from  ga m b lin g  games 
are spur-of-the moment, ra ther 
than prem editated actions.

As if  15 years on the chain 
gang wasn't bad enough, Reid 
had the misfortune to be ques
tioned by state investigators 
probing corruption among the 
guards. A number of firings re
sulted and Reid was unjustly 
marked down as the one re
sponsible for guards losing their 
jobs. Thereafter he was a target 
for beatings, brutalities and 
particularly for incarceration 
in the sweat box.

The sweat box is a sadistic 
to rtu re  device about the size of 
a re frige ra to r. Its  top is ad just
ed so tha t the prisoner locked 
in  i t  cannot stand up. I t  is too 
narrow  fo r h im  to s it down. He 
must rem ain in  a crouching 
position. The box is ou t in  the 
sun and its  in te rio r tem perature

U.S. Court Upholds 
'Placement1 Law

SEPT. 22 —  Southern op
ponents o f school in tegra tion  
scored a new v ic to ry  yester
day when a U.S. C ourt o f A p 
peals upheld an Arkansas 
school placement law . The 
measure, w h ich  is designed to 
help block school in tegra tion , 
was modeled' a fte r an A la 
bama law  w h ich  the U.S. Su
preme C ourt said was va lid  
“ on its face.”

The placement la w  perm its 
racist offic ia ls to  assign pu 
p ils to schools o ther than 
those they request on the 
basis o f 15 d iffe ren t qua lifica 
tions inc lud ing  such vague 
factors as “ home env iron 
m ent,”  “ social and psycho
logical re la tionsh ips”  and 
“ learn ing  a b ility .”  The one 
qua lifica tion  th a t r e a l l y  
counts —  hav ing  the r ig h t 
color sk in  —  is, o f course, no t 
mentioned.

i§ unbearable. Once a day thé 
prisoner is giv.en a slice o f 
bread and a pa il o f water. A t  
the prison camp where Reid 
was held, the guards thought 
i t  “ fu n ”  to dose the sweat-box 
prisoner w ith  castor o il every 
other day. F lo rida  prison regu* 
la tions set tw o weeks as the 
m axim um  a man can be kept 
in  the box. A fte r  one week a 
doctor checks the heart o f the 
prisoner.

Reid was repeatedly th row n  
in  the sweat box. H is fear tha t 
he could no t long surv ive  such 
trea tm ent was re in forced by 
the death o f a fr ie n d  fo llo w in g  
s im ila r treatm ent. He de te rm in 
ed to escape to save his life ; 
This meant jum p ing  off a m o v i 
ing  tru c k  under the ve ry  eye? 
of guards armed w ith  shotguns 
and pistols. As he h im se lf puts 
it, a man has to be p re tty  des
perate to t r y  such a th ing. Th is  
tim e  luck  favored h im  and des- 
p ite  his leg chains he was able 
to get away. He was tracked 
w ith bloodhounds but by then 
he had managed to break the 
leg chain. The ankle cuffs re
mained on till he made his w ay  
to New Orleans where he got 
some tools to remove them. (Ilj 
is a five-year offense in thei 
South for anyone to filé irons! 
off a man's legs.) *

Reid has been held fo r oven| 
tw o years in  New Y o rk  ja ils  
A t present he is ou t on bar 
p u t up by  the N AAC P  nationa! 
office. R eid ’s case is in  its fina 
stage, an appeal to the Ü.SÍ 
Supreme Court. Since the ex 
tra d it io n  papers are already 
signed, an adverse decision 
w ou ld  mean his im m ediate re 
tu rn  to F lorida.

A bout Time 
They Acted —

The head o f a suburban? 
m ilita ry  academy near S ea ttla  
was arrested Sept. 21. Along 
w ith  his w ife  he was charged 
w ith  keeping a 14-year-olc 
cadet locked in  a bathroor 
“ guardhouse”  on bread anc 
w ater fo r  several days. The 
com pla in t said the couple anc 
school guards beat the boj^ 
w ith  swagger sticks, dousing  
cold w ater on h im  to keep hirr$ 
conscious. “ Colonel”  Thom a# 
Hopkins, the school head, was 
also accused of using judo  on 
the boy. A u tho ritie s  say the. 
school has been under inves ti
gation fo r  three years.
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CHICAGO 

Socia list W orkers P a rty , 777 W . 
Adams, DE 2-9736.

C LEVELAN D 
Socia list W orkers P a rty  10609 Su

perio r Ave., Room 301, SW 1-1818. 
Open Wednesday n igh ts 7 to  9.

The M ilita n t, P.O. Box 1904, U n i
ve rs ity  Center S tation, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio.

DETROIT 
Eugene V. Debs H a ll, 3737 W ood

ward. TEmple 1-6135.
LOS ANGELES 

Forum H a ll and Modern Book Shop. 
1702 E. 4th St. AN 9-4953 o r W E 5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East Juneau Ave.

M IN NEAPO LIS 
S ocia list W orkers P arty , 322 Hen*

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to  
6 P.M. da ily  except Sundays.

N EW ARK 
Newark Labor Forum, Box 361, 

Newark, N. J.
NEW  YO RK CITY 

M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 U niver* 
s ity  Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K LA N D  - BER KELEY 
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, C alif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M ilita n t Labor Forum and S ocia list 

W orkers Party,. 1303 ' W . G ira rd  Avol 
Lectures and discussions evjery S atur
day, 8 P.M., followed by open h o u s*  
Call PO 3-5820.

SAN FRANCISCO 
The M ilita n t, 1145 Polk St., Rm. 4, 

Sat. 11 A.M . to  3 P.M. Phone PR 6* 
7296; i f  no answer, V A  4-2321. . 

S EATTLE 
1412— 18t*i “Avenue, EA 2-5554. L i l  

b ra ry , bookstore.
ST. LOUIS 

F o r In fo rm ation  phone MO 4-7104»̂


