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Rockets with Nuclear 
Warheads to Be Aimed 
At Major Soviet Cities

By Daniel Roberts
The Eisenhower A dm in is tra tion  has promised to give 

earnest study to the Soviet disarm am ent proposal, and 
i t  can be counted on to do so w ith o u t fa il. M eantim e i t  
goes r ig h t ahead p re p a rin g  fo r*- 
w ar.

Thus nego tia tions  have ju s t 
been com p le ted w ith  T u rk e y  fo r  
the  con s tru c tion  o f a U.S. in - 
te rm ed ia te -rang e  b a llis tic  m is- 

-sile base to  be equ ipped w ith  
nu c le a r warheads.

A c c o rd in g  to  a re p o rt by  
Jack R aym ond fro m  W ash ing 
ton  in  the Oct. 11 N ew  Y o rk  
T im es, rocke ts  w ith  a range o f 
1.500 m iles  w i l l  th re a te n  a ll 
European pa rts  o f the  S ov ie t 
U n io n  and S ov ie t C e n tra l Asia.

N e go tia tions  fo r  the  T u rk is h  
base w ere  c a rrie d  ou t a t H ead
q u a rte rs  o f Gen. L a u r is  N o r- 
stad, S uprem e A llie d . C om 
m ande r o f A ll ie d  T roops in  
E urope. (R aym ond does no t say 
w h e th e r the y  w ere  in  progress 
s im u lta n e o u s ly  w ith  the  E isen- 
h o w e r-K h ru s h c h e v  t a l k s  at 
Cam p D a v id .) The agreem ent 
p ro v id es  th a t the  decis ion to  f ire  
th e  w arheads w i l l  depend on o r 
ders o f the  P res iden t o f the 
U.S. and w i l l  be rou ted  th rou gh  
the  S uprem e A ll ie d  C om m and
er.

Greece Next

The S ov ie t go ve rn m en t has 
proposed th a t an e a rly  step in 
d isa rm in g  shou ld  be U.S. d is 
m a n tlin g  o f its  950 bases abroad 
th a t r in g  the  S ovie t-zone coun
tries . R aym ond reveals th a t fa r  
fro m  m o v in g  in  th is  d irec tio n , 
the  U.S. g o ve rn m en t is nego
t ia t in g  y e t a n o the r nuc lea r- 
m iss ile  base w ith  Greece.

A  jo in t  U .S .-B rit is h  m iss ile  
base has a lrea dy  been com 
p le ted  in  E ng land , though  the 
B r it is h  a rc  c o n s tru c tin g  pads 
fo r  60 m ore T h o r (U.S. A ir  
F orce) m issiles on the  East A n 
g lia  coast. In  a d d itio n , a J u p ite r  
(U.S. A rm y )  m iss ile  base is 
w e ll un de r co n s tru c tio n  in 
I ta ly .

U.S. o ff ic ia ls  in  th is  c o u n try  
recogn ize th a t the T ru k is h  n u 
clear-base a g r e e m e n t  “ w i l l  
p ro b a b ly  create a new  s t i r  in  
‘w o r ld -w id e ’ d iscussion o f d is 

a rm a m en t,”  s a y s  Raym ond. 
A u th o r it ie s  are d iv id e d  on how  
to hand le  the  announcem ent o f 
the  agreem ent.

“ Some be lieve  i t  w o u ld  be 
good to m ake the  announce
m en t in  a m a tte r-o f- fa c t w ay, 
io show the  Russians th a t the 
West fee ls the  need o f defense 
and w i l l  n o t be s low ed by  So
v ie t fe in ts  in  the d ire c tio n  o f 
d isa rm am ent.

“ O thers be lieve  th a t specia l 
p u b lic  re la tio n s  p recau tions  are 
necessary in  rrih k in g  the  an 
nouncem ent to avo id  d is tu rb 
in g  d isa rm am e n t nego tia tions  
in  the  U n ite d  N a tion s  and be
tw een P res ide n t E isenhow er 
and P re m ie r K h ru sh ch e v .”

As can be seen, a ll officials 
believe lh a l lhe government 
should continue preparing for 
w ar w ithout slacking the pace. 
But one group is concerned 
w ith  taking "precautions" that 
the Adm inistration's current 
diplomacy —  which seeks a 
"thaw " in the cold w ar— not be 
jarred  too rudely by the con
tinued arms buildup.

F u rth e rm o re , says Raym ond, 
“ S ecre ta ry  M c E lro y  has an
nounced th a t the  U n ite d  States 
w i l l  end p ro d u c tio n  o f the  irys- 
siles fo r  m il i ta ry  purposes when 
five  squadrons o f T hors  and 
th ree squadrons o f J u p ite rs  
have been produced. T he re  are 
fifte en  m iss ile  pads in  a squad
ron .”  C le a rly  the P en tagon ’s 
schedule is not to  be d is rup te d  
in the  least Ipy the  d ip lo m a tic  
moves.

IC B M  Bases in U.S.

N ot o n ly  is the  U.S. g o v e rn 
m en t go ing  ahead w ith  its  en
c irc le m e n t o f the S ov ie t U n ion , 
but it is a im in g  in te rc o n tin e n ta l 
b a llis tic  m issiles a t the  S oviet 
h e a rtla n d  fro m  the  U n ite d  
S lates. A t  a cost o f h a lf  a b i l 
l io n  d o lla rs  the  A ir  Force is 
b u ild in g  tw o  IC B M  bases cov- 
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Your Help 
Is Needed!

An Editorial

Govt. Swings T-H Club 
But Strikers Stand Firm
No T-H! Says
Steelworker
Motorcade

LOS A N G E L E S , Oct. 7 —  To
day in the w hite desert sand and 
under the w arm  M ojave sun, 250 
steel workers, including top 
officers from  four local unions, 
moved down the road that led 
Io President Eisenhower's La 
Quinta vacation headquarters. 
Most of them had driven 140 
miles from  Los Angeles, w hile  
others had joined the motorcade 
at Fontana w hich' was on the 
route traveled.

The steel w o rke rs  had w ire d  
E isenhow er th a t th e y  w e re  com 
ing  to ta lk  to  h im . A  fe w  yards 
dow n the  road th e y  w e re  s to p 
ped by  th e  p re s id e n t’s se cu rity  
guards and C a lifo rn ia  S tate po
lice. One hu nd red  yards fu r th e r  
a lim ous ine  w ith  W h ite  House 
Press S ecre ta ry  H a g e rty  p u lle d  
to a stop. T here  he w a ite d  w ith  
m ore s e c u rity  guards.

The steel w o rke rs  w e re  o rd e r
ly  and d isc ip lin e d  and th e y  w a it 
ed a t the  in i t ia l  ro a d b lo ck  w h ile  
M an ue l S ierras, p re s id en t o f L o 
ca l 2058, C onso lida ted  W estern  
Steel, M ayw ood, w e n t th e  re 
maining distance to meet With 
H a ge rty .

Sierras asked that the top o f
ficers of his own and the other 
locals in the motorcade be a l
lowed to participate in the dis
cussion. His request was denied, 
byt it was agreed that one other 
representative should be allowed  
to join the talks. A lex  M cJan- 
neli. Local 1414 president from  
the Colum bia-Geneva Torrance  
plant, was then escorted to the 
meeting place w ith  Hagerty.

H a g e rty  read th e  sta tem ent 
w h ich  S ie rras had g iven  h im . 
‘W hat do you m ean,”  he asked, 
‘by  cha ra c te riz in g  the  T a ft-  
H a rtle y  L a w  as ‘class le g is la tio n ’ 
and a ‘s la ve -la b o r’ la w ? ”

S ie rras answered, "T h a t ’s the  
w ay I  and a g rea t m an y  o th e r 
w o rke rs  fe e l to w a rd s  T a f t -H a r t 
le y .”

A t  th is  p o in t the  steel w o rke rs  
began to  chant, “ We w a n t Ike . 
We w a n t Ik e .”  T hey  fe lt  th a t i f  
they cou ld  come 140 m iles  th a t 
the P res iden t cou ld  tra v e l the  
rem a in ing  200 ya rds  to  hear 
th e ir  side o f th e  s to ry .

H a g e rty  go t angry . “ D o you  
th in k  th a t ’s go ing  to  get. the  
pres ident to  m eet w ith  you? I ’ve 
a lready  to ld  you  he can ’t  m ake 

(C ontinued  on rage 4 )

Besides, His Host Likes Taft-Hartley

A t La Quinta, Calif., striking Steelworkers from  three southern Californ ia locals hold p la 
cards as they cluster in front of road leading to George E. Allen 's home where Eisenhower was 
on vacation. The strikers did not w ant the president to invoke the T a ft-H a rtle y  Act in the steel 
strike. Eisenhower was loo busy golfing to see the demonstrators. Besides, it m ight displease 
his host, a director of Republic Steel, one of the giant corporations out to cut down the union, 
if  he listened to the appeals of the strikers.

Delegates Debate Key Issues 
Facing United Auto Workers

By Tom Kerry

A T L A N T IC  C IT Y , Oct. 15— 
A cco rd in g  to S ecre ta ry -T reas
u re r E m il M azey, the “ m ost im 
p o rta n t s ing le  th in g ”  be fore  the 
17th C o n s titu tio n a l C onven tion  
o f the  A F L -C IO  U n ite d  A u to 
m ob ile  W orkers , was considera
tio n  o f a dues increase. A nd  in 
a sense it was. F o r i t  p ro v id ed  
the  ax is  fo r  the  o n ly  organ ized 
oppos ition  to the  R eu the r m a 
ch ine at the  conven tion .

Once the  dues question  was 
disposed o f the  conven tion  be
came a cu t-a n d -d rie d  a ffa ir. 
The  to p  o ffic ia ls  w ere  re -e lec t
ed w ith o u t oppos ition . The 
usual w e ll-p re p a re d  "spon tane
ous”  de m onstra tion  p rov ided  an 
o u tle t fo r  the  bo is terous s p ir its  
o f the delegates.

T he  th ree  most, con tro ve rs ia l 
issues a t the conven tion  w ere : 
(1) the  dues question ; (2) p o li
tic a l ac tio n ; and (3) N egro 
rep resen ta tion  on the  In te rn a 
t io n a l E x e cu tive  Board.

High Court Turns Down 
Barenblatt and Uphaus

I t  is now v ir tu a lly  certain tha t L loyd  Barenb la tt and 
W illa rd  Uphaus w il l  have to go to prison fo r having in 
voked th e ir r igh ts  under the F irs t Am endm ent. On Oct. 
12, the  S uprem e C o u rt re fu s e d *
(.o recons ider its  June  8 decisions 
up h o ld in g  con tem p t conv ic tions  
against the  tw o.

L lo y d  B a re n b la tt, w h o  .m ust 
begin se rv ing  a s ix -m o n th  p rison  
te rm  in  N ovem ber and pay a 
$250 fine  fo r  re fu s in g  to  answ er 
questions abou t his p o lit ic a l be 
lie fs  be fore  the  House U n -A m e r
ican A c t i v i t i e s  C om m ittee , 
stated:

“ As i t  now  stands, ours is the  
o n ly  dem ocracy w ith  op en ly  
lega lized go ve rn m e n t b o d i e s  
w h ich  e x tra c t in fo rm a tio n  un de r 
duress fro m  people as to  th e ir  
be lie fs and p o lit ic a l associations, 
re q u ir in g  them  also to in fo rm  
on others . . .  I  am ho pe fu l th a t 
ou r dem ocra tic  system  w i l l  lead 
to a res to ra tion  o f the  F irs t  
A m endm en t as i t  applies to the  
pow ers o f le g is la tiv e  in v e s tig a 
tio n  com m ittees.”

D r. Uphaus, w h o  faces im p r is 
on m en t u n t i l  he tu rn s  ove r 
m em bersh ip  lis ts  o f th e  W o rld  
F e llo w s h ip  C enter, a pac ifis t 
g roup, to  th e  N e w  H am psh ire  
A tto rn e y  G enera l, issued th e  fo l

lo w in g  s ta tem ent th ro u g h  his a t
to rney , R oya l F rance :

“ . . . Those whose names I 
was asked to  g ive  came to  the  
W o rld  F e llo w s h ip  C en te r in 
C onw ay, N e w  H a m psh ire  s im p ly  
to  en jo y  a vaca tion  and to  w o rk  
fo r  peace.

“ In  re fu s in g  to g ive  names o f 
in nocen t persons to  o u r o ffic ia l 
in q u is it io n , I  take  m y  stand no t 
o n ly  on m y  ow n conscience b u t 
on the  age-o ld teach ing  o f the  
B ib le  and th ro u g h o u t the  ages 
th a t i t  is w ro n g  to bear fa lse 
w itness  . . .

“ I f  the  A tto rn e y  G enera l o f 
N ew  H a m psh ire  and the  cou rts  
re fuse  to d isow n th e ir  action  
against me. I sha ll have to  take 
the  conscquenecs. In  m y  case, 
th is  m ay m ean a li fe  sentence. 
[D r. Uphaus is 68 years o ld .]

“ I t  is ha rd  to  be lieve  the  peo
ple  o f the  sta te  w i l l  p e rm it  th is  
de s tru c tion  o f th e ir  precious B i l l  
o f R igh ts  w h ic h  so e m p h a tic a lly  
upho lds the  r ig h ts  o f conscience 
and the  freedom  o f association.”

The debate on the dues in 
crease took tw o  sessions. The 
oppos ition  encompassed various 
point's o f v ie w  and was fu r th e r  
d iv id e d  oVer the m ethod o f ap 
proach. R euthe r too k  advantage 
o f these d iv is io n s  to s p lit  the 
oppos ition  be fo re  the decis ive 
vote came.

The core o f the  oppos ition  
opposed the  increase on tw o  
grounds: (1) T h a t the  m em ber
sh ip  had n o t been g iven ade
quate  no tice  and was thus de
p riv e d  o f the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
discuss and decide the  issue. 
F rom  th is  g ro u p in g  came the 
most in s is ten t dem and th a t the  
proposed increase be sub m itte d  
to a re fe re nd um  vo te  o f the  
m em bersh ip . T h is  w o u ld  have 
re q u ire d  a rev is ion  o f the con
s t itu t io n  w h ic h  now  prov ides 
th a t such decis ion be made by 
delegates assembled in  re g u la r 
o r special conven tion .

A  second g ro u p in g  opposed 
the  increase on the grounds of 
a no-confidence vo te  in  the 
un ion  leadersh ip . B o th  g ro u p 
ings w ere  c r it ic a l o f the  lead 
e rsh ip  b u t w h ile  one devoted 
its  a rg um e n t to the p rocedura l 
ques lion  the  o th e r concentra ted 
on a tta c k in g  the  record , p o licy  
and p ro g ra m  o f the  R eu the r 
leadersh ip .

Those making the strongest 
argument against the proposed 
dues increase were the dele
gates who centered their attack  
on the failure of the leadership 
to seriously combat the decline 
of w orking conditions on the 
job, speedup and victim ization  
of union m ilitants.

One delegate, rep resen ting  a 
C h ry s le r loca l, to ld  how  co n d i
tions had de te rio ra ted  in  his 
p lan t. The com pany, he com 
p la ined . was c o n tin u in g  to  take 
b ites ou t o f the w o rk in g  con
d itions . These, he added, used 
to be the  best b u t now  are 
am ong the w o rs t. I f

the In te rn a tio n a l. The delegate 
quoted fro m  the  1957 conven
t io n  proceedings in  w h ic h  R eu
th e r asserts th a t the re  had 
never been one case in  w h ic h  
a u th o riz a tio n  was n o t granted . 
N ow , he concluded, the re  is at 
least one!

W hen R euthe r countered w ith  
the  fa c t that, the  B oard  had re 
ce n tly  g ra n ted  s tr ik e  a u th o riz a 
tio n  to  T w in e sb u rg  Loca l 122. 
a de legate fro m  th a t loca l, Bob 
W eissm an, spoke in  re b u tta l. 
The In te rn a tio n a l Reps, he said, 
w ho  w ere  p resum ab ly  sent in  
to he lp  us spent th e ir  t im e  in 
t im id a t in g  the m em bersh ip  in to  
go ing back to w o rk . The  resu lt, 

(C ontinued  on Page 4 )

Steelworkers Bitter 
Over White House Aid 
To Union-Hating Bosses

By Alex Harte

On Oct. 9 President E isenhower set T a ft-H a rtle y  
m achinery in  m otion against the 500,000 steel strikers. 
B u t the angry reaction of the steel workers to th is  gov
ernment strikebreaking move 
has given pause to the adminis
tration. I t  is hesitating about fo l
lowing through w ith an 80-day 
injunction against the strikers.

In  the  rece n t Longshorem en 's 
s tr ik e  the  “ fa c t- f in d in g ”  board  
appo in ted  by  E isenhow er on Oct.
6 had com p le ted  its  “ s tu d y ”  o f 
the  s tr ik e  by  the  n e x t m o rn in g  
and an a n t i-s tr ik e  in ju n c t io n  was 
issued la te r  th a t day. B u t the  
steel “ fa c t- f in d in g "  board  set up  
on Oct. 9 was g iven  u n t i l  Oct. 16 
to  re p o rt and th e n  th e  dead line  
was extended to  Oct. 19. M o re 
o ve r these “ fa c t- fin d e rs ”  —  
tho ugh  fo rb id d e n  b y  the  T -H  la w  
to  m ake recom m endations fo r  a 
se ttle m e n t -— are op e n ly  do ing  
m ore  m e d ia tin g  th a n  fa c t- f in d 
ing. O n ly  a fte r  th e y  re p o r t  can 
the  P res ide n t seek an in ju n c tio n .

T i l l  n o w  th e  a d m in is tra tio n  
and  th e  s ie e l com panies R a ve  
w o rk e d  in  p e rfe c t h a rm o n y  
against th e  un io n . E isenhow er 
w a rned  against any “ in f la t io n 
a ry ”  w age increase d u r in g  ne 
go tia tio ns  and the  e a rly  p a r t  o f 
the  s tr ik e  b u t o th e rw ise  k e p t 
hands off. T h is  was w h a t the  
steel barons w ished  because 
th e y  had p repa red  trem endous 
s tockp iles  o f steel fo r  a long  
s tr ik e  to  “ b leed”  th e  un ion .

O n ly  a fte r  13 weeks, w hen 
the  s tockp iles  began to  ge t low , 
d id  E isenhow er get “ s ick  and 
t ire d ”  o f the  s itu a tio n  and a n 
nounce h is  in te n tio n  o f in v o k in g  
the  T a ft-H a r t le y  L a w . The T -H  
in ju n c t io n  had  been h e ld  in  re 
serve as the  “ c rush e r”  w h ic h  
w o u ld  re p le n ish  th e  s tockp iles  
and dem ora lize  th e  w o rk e rs  to  
the  p o in t w h e re  th e y  w o u ld  vo te  
in  a T -H  e lec tion  to  accept any 
te rm s o ffe red  by  the  steel 
barons.

But the reaction of the steel

East, Gulf Coast 
Longshoremen Bow 
To 80-Day Order

S tr ik in g  East and G u lf  
Coast longshorem en bowed 
to  a T a f t-H a r t le y  in ju n c t io n  
and ended th e ir  e ig h t-d a y - 
o ld  s tr ik e  Oct. 9. E ise nh ow 
e r’s use o f the s tr ik e b re a k 
in g  la w  is rep o rted  to be the  
fastest on record.

The un io n  is dem and ing  a 
50 - cents - an - h o u r package 
agreem ent. Base pay is now  
$2.80 an hour. T h e y  also 
w a n t a signed agreem ent 
th a t no au to m a tio n  be in 
s ta lled  w ith o u t the  consent 
of- the  - un ion .

I f  the  u n io n ’s dem ands are 
no t m et, the  longshorem en 
stand ready to  resum e s tr ik e  
action  on Dec. 27 w h en  the  
80-day “ coo ling  o ff”  p e rio d  
ends.

workers to the im m inent in ju nc
tion was so b itter and so solid 
that resumption of the strike  
afterwards was a foregone con
clusion. M oreover, there are 
strong rumors of a slowdown in  
the steel m ills during th *  80 days 
of forced labor.

The steel tycoons m ig h t w e ll 
w ish  to  p ro lo n g  th e  s tr ik e  as 
th e ir  best hope o f c r ip p lin g  th e  
un ion . On th e  other, hand  the  ad 
m in is tra t io n  canno t h e lp  b u t  be 
a la rm ed  ove r the  m a g n itu d e  o f 
the  class b a ttle  th a t w o u ld  e n 
sue as an e lec tio n  y e a r ro lls  
around. Thus the  firm ness o f the  
stee l w o rk e rs ’ ran ks  can fo rce  
a fa v o ra b le  se ttlem en t.

By V. R. Dunne 
M IN N E A P O L IS . Oct. 4 —

"A F L -C IO  B itter at Labor B ill 
IVole by Minnesoia Senators." 
That was the headline —  an 
accurate one —  in the M inn e
apolis Sunday Tribune today, 
reporting a conference at D u 
luth attended by 700 delegates, 
representing 170,000 workers in 
the state.

The s to ry , by Sam Rom er, 
w e ll-k n o w n  M inneso ta  la b o r 
re p o rte r, offers p le n ty  o f e v i
dence th a t the  sm o lde ring  “ peat 
bog”  f i ie  in  la b o r ’s ranks  has 
burned to a g lo w in g  c h e rry  
red. T h is  not incons ide rab le  
heat means an a n g ry  p u b lic  
re p u d ia tio n  o f the fo rm e r trade - 
un ion  da rlin g s  senators H u m 
ph rey  and M cC a rth y .

R om er pu ts i t  th is  w a y : “ A  
s trong  b it te r  u n d e rc u rre n t o f 

th in g s ! resen tm en t against bo th  M in -
keep on lik e  th is , he concluded, 
w o rk in g  con d itions  w i l l  be 
back w here  they w ere in  p re 
un ion days.

V i c e - p r e s i d e n t  Leonard  
W oodcock, in the cha ir, com 
m ented: I f  th in gs  are as bad as 
you  say, ask fo r  s tr ik e  a u th o r i
zation and y o u ’l l  get it. W here 
upon a delegate fro m  Local 
1251. in C onnecticu t, reported 
his experience in t r y in g  1o get 
s tr ik e  a u th o riz a tio n  ove r a 
speedup grievance. The m em 
bers o f h is loca l w e re  forced to 
go on s tr ik e  w ith o u t a u th o riz a 
t io n  and got no assistance fro m

nesola D e m o c ra tic -F a rm e r-L a 
bo r senators because o f th e ir  
votes fo r  the  new  la b o r-co n tro l 
b i l l  has pervaded the  M in n e 
sota la b o r m ovem en t.”

R om er notes th a t “ H ub 'e rt H. 
H u m ph re y  and Eugene J. M c 
C a rth y , have been la b o r ^ fa v 
o rites  th ro u g h o u t th e ir  p o l i t i 
ca l careers.

"But an a llilu d e  widespread  
in all ranks of slate labor lead
ership was typified by a dele
gate to the A F L -C IO  union 
development conference here 
when he said: 'I  don't w ant to 
hear any explanations of w hy

they voted for the law  —  be
cause I'm  not going to apolo
gize for th e m .'"

A t  a session on p o lit ic a l ac
tion  d u r in g  the  conference a 
panel speaker was e x p la in in g  
th a t by and la rge  labc»' has 
m ore confidence in the  D em o
c ra tic  leadersh ip  than  in  the 
GOP. “ H o w  abou t 95 to  2?”  
came an in te r ru p tio n  fro m  the 
floo r. (T he  reference was to 
the fina l vote in  the  Senate on 
the  L a n d ru m -G r if f in  a n ti- la b o r 
b ill.)

Featured Speaker

T he fea tu red  speaker . at the 
D u lu th  conference was Joseph 
K a r lh ,  D e m o c ra tic -F a rm e r-L a 
bor P a ity  congressm an fro m  
the F o u rth  M inneso ta  D is tr ic t 
(St. P a u l) . . H e had been op
posed by  the  sta te  tops in the 
D F L , b u t was the  choice of 
the la b o r m ovem ent. H e de
feated the  cand ida te  selected 
by the  m ach ine and voted 
aga inst the  L a n d ru m -G r if f in  
b ill.

As re p ro o f fo r  th e ir  votes 
fa v o rin g  the a n ti- la b o r measure, 
n e ith e r H u m p h re y  n o r M cC a r
th y  w e re  in v ite d  to  speak at 
the la b o r ga the ring .

K a r lh ,  fo rm e r ly  an active  
la bo r o rgan ize r fo r  years ,and 
c red ited  in  la b o r c irc les  w ith  
a b ig  ro le  in  o rg a n iz in g  the 
huge M inneso ta  M in in g  and 
M a n u fa c tu r in g  Co. p la n t in  St. 
Pau l, was in tro d u ce d  b y  S tate

A t a convention a few  m onths ago, delegates of the 
Socialist W orkers P arty  decided to undertake a campaign 
to raise $16,000 as a socialist publications fund. The dele- ■ 
gates began p re lim in a ry  w o rk  at the convention itse li 
bu t gave themselves u n t il December 15 to meet the 
deadline. In  our next issue, we w i l l  report the firs t re 
sults from  the various areas and therea fte r give a weekly 
account o f the campaign.

We support th is  e ffo rt of the Socialist W orkers Party 
as an im portan t undertaking. We urge our readers tc 
help in  every w ay possible to make i t  a success.

In  the Am erican rad ica l movement, the Socialist 
W orkers P a rty  is the m ain organized force pressing for 
nom ination of socialist candidates in  the 1960 presidentia ’ 
election. Toward th is  objective, its  energetic and self- 
sacrific ing M ich igan members and friends are mopping 
up r ig h t now on the tough job  of collecting enough sig
natures to put the socialist movement on the ba llo t in 
th a t state. In  other areas w o rk  is in  the p lanning stage

The m ain aim  of th is  a c tiv ity  is to spread the social
is t message as w id e ly  as possible; to b ring  i t  to new sec
tions of the w o rk ing  class who feel they ’ve had enough 
of the tw o parties of b ig business.

Socialists always serve as educators, b rin g in g  M arxist 
ideas in to  circles tha t m igh t not otherw ise even hear oi 
them. This w o rk  tha t goes on year in  and year out becomes 
especially im portan t as general in terest in  po litics  rises 
du ring  electoral contests. I t  becomes a firs t-ra te  problem 
to keep up the supply of lite ra tu re , fo r the socialist forces 
arc few  and p r in tin g  costs are high.

Thus i t  fa lls  on the most sym pathetic people to dig 
deep fo r w hat is essential to keep going — money.

We know tha t fo r m any socialists r ig h t now lijoney 
is not exactly p le n tifu l. In  qu ite  a few  cases they are in 
volved in  s trike  struggles tha t have knocked out the 
fa m ily  budget. B u t we also know  tha t i t  is precisely these 
socialists who understand best how im portan t to success 
in  the class struggle the dissemination of socialist ideas 
is. I t  w i l l  not surprise us at a ll to see such comrades read
ing the lis t in m any places in  g iv in g  to the cause to 
w h ich  they have dedicated th e ir  lives.

To people who feel i t  a du ty  to con tribu te  to w o rthy  
causes, bu t who also th in k  the money should be dis
tr ib u te d  in various directions, we urge reconsideration 
of the re la tive  need and importance of the movements 
appealing fo r aid. Socialism represents the society of the 
fu tu re , a so c ie ty  of enduring peace, well-being, b ro the r
hood and happiness. Every do lla r you contribu te  to the 
socialist movement today speeds the a rr iv a l of tha t fu ture.

We urge every reader o f the M ilita n t to reach r ig h t 
now fo r tha t pocketbook, purse or handbag. Help i t  to 
unfo ld  and relax. Reach in  and take something out to 
send as a contribu tion . M a il i t  to us and w e’l l  see that i t  
gets added up in  the scoreboard.

Do i t  now.

A F L -C IO  P res iden t R o be rt A . 
O lson w ith  these w o rds : “ H e 
isn ’t  a p o lit ic ia n  w e p icked  up 
by the  w ays ide .”

K a r th  was g iven  p ro longed  
ova tion . H e condem ned th e  
L a n d ru m -G r if f in  la w  as estab
lis h in g  a “ doub le  s tandard  o f 
m o ra lity ”  be tw een the  un ions 
and the corpora tions.

The la w  was espec ia lly  a im ed 
at k i l l in g  un ion  o rg a n iz in g  e f
fo rts  in the  South, th e re b y  g iv 
ing  sou thern  in d u s try  a “ fa n 
tas tic  advan tage”  in  com p e ti
tion  w ith  n o rth e rn  com panies.

"This is an open-door in v ita 
tion for industry in the north  
to move south for cheap labor, 
cheap unem ploym ent insurance 
rates, cheap workm en's com
pensation payments, cheap con
struction codes - and the right 
to practice cheap discrim inatory  
em ploym ent."

K a r th ’s speech re fle c te d  a 
w idespread hope in  the  M in n e 
sota la b o r m ovem ent, p a r t ic u 
la r ly  observab le  am ong the  
au k  a n d 'f i le  in  the  shops, fo r  

s tiffe n ing  the  p o lit ic a l f ig h t 
against the la b o r ha te rs  and 
th e ir  rep resen ta tives  in  g o ve rn 
m ent.

Thousands of workers in  
Minnesota are saying in va ri
ous ways: "Let's get going in  
a fight to stop this assault on  
our unions!"

No do ub t o th e r areas in  the  
cou n try  cou ld  re p o rt s im ila r  
sen tim ents.

Minn. Labor Voices Bitterness 
Over Humphrey and McCarthy



Page Two T H E  M I L I T A N T Monday, October 19, 1959

Who Benefited from Murder 
Of Ceylon’s Prime Minister?

By Edmund Samarakkody, Member of Parliament

C E Y L O N  —  On Sept. 25, at 
9:50 a.m., four bullets from  a 
45-caliber revolver struck down 
Prim e M in ister Bandaranaike  
at his residence in Colombo. The 
assailant was a Buddhist monk, 
a known Sinhalese. an ti-Tam il 
racialist and a m ilitan t relig ion
ist. W hile there m ight have been 
a personal motive for the killing , 
i t  is now clear that the prim e  
m inister was struck down by a 
political assassin.

To ascerta in  the  p o lit ic a l 
forces th a t poss ib ly  s tand beh ind  
th is  assassination, i t  is necessary 
to  re v ie w  some facts about 
B dn d a ra n a ike ’s MSha Jana E k- 
sath P eram una (P eople ’s U n ite d  
F ro n t)  gove rnm en t, w h ic h  came 
in to  be ing  in  A p r i l  1956.

T he  M aha Jana E ksa th  P era- 
n juna , o r  M EP, was a m id d le - 
class c o a lit io n  w ith  a re fo rm  p ro 
gram . The c o a lit io n  rece ived a 
soc ia lis t c o lo ra tio n  th ro u g h  tw o  
e x -M a rx is ts  in  th e  cab inet 
na fne ly , P h il ip  G unaw ardene 
and W ill ia m  S ilva . A n o th e r 
g ro up  in  th e  a llia nce  ca lled  i t 
se lf a S inhalese Language F ro n t 
and was led  by  W ijayananda  
D ahanayake, the  m an w h o  re 
c e n tly  rep laced B an da ran a ike  as 
p r im e  m in is te r. T he  la rgest 
g ro up  in  the  M E P  was B anda ra - 
n a ik e ’s S r i L a n k a  Freedom  
P a rty , a p a r ty  o f sm a ll c a p ita l
ists.

Racialist Bloc

F rom  the  outset a b loc  o f m i l i 
ta n t B ud dh is ts  and S inhalese 
rac ia lis ts , re c ru ite d  fro m  a ll 
groups in  th e  M E P  and backed 
b y  a section o f B u d d h is t m onks, 
sough t to  in fluence  and co n tro l 
the  B an da ran a ike  governm ent. 
W ith in  tw o  m onths a fte r  the  
M E P  go ve rn m en t too k  pow er, 
th is  g roup  reso rted to  d ire c t ac
t io n  by  s tag ing  a hu ng e r s tr ik e  
to  p re ve n t the  p r im e  m in is te r 
fro m  g ra n tin g  “ concessions”  to 
the  T am ils  on the  language 
question . T h is  “ passive res is
tance”  was developed in to  ac
t iv e  resistance w h e n  th e  ra c ia l-  
is t- re lig io n is t g roup  organ ized 
a n ti-T a m il r io ts  in  June 1956, 
a fte r  a b i l l  was in tro d u c e d  in  
P a rlia m e n t m a k in g  S inhalese 
alone the  c o u n try ’s lega l la n g 
uage.

On the  econom ic fro n t, th is  
same g roup  jo in e d  o th e r groups 
to  oppose th e  n a tio n a liz a tio n  
proposals and th e  lim ite d  la n d - 
re fo rm  p ro g ra m  o f th e  g o ve rn 
m ent, as em bodied in  the  P addy 
Lands A c t in tro d u ce d  b y  th e n  
F o o d  M in is te r  G unaw ardene. 
W ith  th e ir  m inds  f irm ly  set 
against an econom ic reco ns truc 
t io n  o f the  c o u n try  in  a p ro 
gressive d ire c tio n , th e y  sough t to 
p re v e n t P rim e  M in is te r  B and- 
a ranana ike  fro m  passing any 
measures th a t appeared as con 
cessions to  the  w o rk in g  people.

A f the end of 1957, a series of 
successfqj strikes 'indicated that 
fhe w orking class was ready to 
press forw ard. Again the Sin- 
halese-Buddhist racialist group 
proceeded to fan the flames of 
communal haired. The language 
issue was taken up once more. 
Increasing unem ploym ent and 
the M EP's lack of an economic 
program prepared the ground 
for a communal showdown.

B an da ran a ike  was ready  fo r  
com prom ise and concessions to 
a v e rt com m una l w a rfa re . B u t 
th e  rac ia lis ts  in  the  go ve rnm en t 
opposed any such m ove. M in is 
te rs  D ahanayake  and M a r ik k a r  
to o k  the  lead ins ide  the  go ve rn 
m en t, w h ile  th e  b h ik k u s  (B u d 
d h is t m onks) o f the  M E P  came 
o u t in  f u l l  fo rce  in  th is  a n ti-  
T a m il cam paign. The o p p o rtu n 
is t g roup  o f P h i lip  G unaw ardene 
also jo in e d  th e  cam paign. C ap
ita l is t  re a c tio n a ry  forces ou ts ide  
th e  M E P  p layed  th e ir  pa rt.

In  M a y  1958, B anda rana ike  
fo u n d  h im s e lf am ids t th e  b ig 
gest and ug lie s t com m una l r io ts

o f recent h is to ry . O ve r 1,000 p e r
sons lost th e ir  lives. T here  was 
also w idesp read lo o tin g  and 
b u rn in g  o f property". The P u b lic  
S e c u rity  A c t  was b ro u g h t in to  
op e ra tion  and a state  o f em e r
gency declared w h ic h  lasted ten 
m onths —  u n t il F e b ru a ry  1959.

The serious ru p tu re  o f com 
m un a l re la tio n s  and the  v ir tu a l 
v iv is e c tio n  o f socie ty in to  S in 
halese and T a m il-sp e a k in g  areas 
was a v ic to ry  fo r  the  ex trem e  
ra c ia lis t g roup  o f D ahanayake, 
M a r ik k a r  and the  B u d d h is t 
m onks. T he  c a p ita lis t class also 
w on th ro u g h  th e  ab rog a tion  o f 
dem ocra tic  r ig h ts  fo r  a ten- 
m o n th  p e rio d  and th ro u g h  the  
subsequent passage o f the  P u b 
lic  S e cu rity  A m en dm e n t A c t.

B anda rana ike  sought to  res is t 
the  pressure o f the  ex trem e  
com m una l and class-conscious

Communist Party 
In Bombay Sides 
Against China

A  sharp  d iv is io n  in  the 
C o m m un is t P a rty  o f In d ia  
ove r the  Ind ian -Q h inese  b o r
d e r d ispu te  was reported  
fro m  B o m b a y  by P au l 
G rim es in  the  Oct. 15 New  
Y o rk  T im es.

T he  C o m m un is t P a r ty ’s 
M ah a ra sh tra  C ounc il issued 
a s ta tem en t d e c la ring  th a t it  
“ is beh ind  the  [ In d ia n ] G ov
e rn m en t fo r  the  defense o f 
the  in te g r ity  o f the  c o u n try  
and its  freed om ”  and th a t i t  
supported  “ se ttle m e n t o f the  
d ispu te  by peace fu l ne go tia 
tions on the  basis o f the 
M cM ahon L in e  as the  bo rde r 
o f the  c o u n try .”  The M c 
M ahon L in e  is the  one c la im 
ed by In d ia  as its  n o rth e rn  
fro n tie r .

M aharash tra  is ohe o f In 
d ia ’s la rgest areas. I t  in 
cludes Bom bay.

c a p ita lis t g roup  (D ahanayake. 
M a r ik k a r ,  S tan ley  de Zoysa, R. 
G. Senanayake) b y  encourag ing 
the  g ro u p in g  headed b y  P h ilip  
G unaw ardene and W ill ia m  S il-  

> va. F rom  the ou tset o f h is  re 
gim e, B an da ran a ike  desired  to  
appear p rogressive  and dem o
c ra tic . T he  le ft-c o lo ra tid n  o f his 
go ve rn m en t was g iven  b y  the  
soc ia lis t ph rase -m ongering  o f 
the  P h i lip  G unaw ardene  group, 

i F o r q u ite  a tim e , B an da ran a ike  
I leaned on the  P h ilip  group, and 
! i t  appeared as i f  he w o u ld  do so 
I s tea d fas tly  to  th e  end.
I B u i ihe mounting pressure of 
the w orking class movement led 
by the revolutionary-socialist 

! Lanka Sama Sam aja P arty  was 
a menacing situation to the cap- 

] ita lis i class. In  spite of the c.om- 
m unal riots and the ten-m onth  
Stale of Emergency, which re 
stricted democratic and irade- 
union rights, the strike m ove
ment kept on rising.

The s tr ike s  s ince O ctober 1957 
w ere  unprecedented in  th e  h is 
to ry  o f Ceylon. The g ro w in g  m i l 
ita n c y  o f the  w o rk in g  class was 
ev iden t. M ore  and m ore  groups 
o f w o rke rs  w e re  com ing  un de r 
th e  in fluence  o f the  L a n k a  Sama 
Sam aja P a rty  and w e re  g e ttin g  
in to  action . The f irs t  mass p o 
li t ic a l s tr ik e  since the  new  go v
e rn m en t was set u p  too k  place 
in  M a rch  1959. I t  was ev ide n t 
th a t th e  masses w e re  reach ing  
o u t fo r  p o lit ic a l pow er.

The c a p ita lis t class was faced 
w ith  the  necessity o f c los ing  its  
ran ks  to  m eet th e  new  menace. 
I t  sounded the  a la rm  ove r the  
weakness o f the  B an da ran a ike  
go ve rn m en t in  face o f the  w o rk 
ing-class offensive. The vo ice  o f 
the  leaders o f the  c a p ita lis t class 
fo u n d  a responsive echo w ith in  
the  go ve rn m en t ranks. The ra -

A d v e r t is e m e n t A d v e r t is e m e n t

Class Struggle 
And American Labor

The anti-un ion offensive puts labor’s offic ia ldom  on 
the griddle. B u t instead of mapping a program  design
ed to figh t back, the top labor leaders com plain tha t 
b ig business is “ waging a class struggle in  Am erica 
precisely as K a r l M a rx  w ro te  i t  w ou ld  be waged.”

Labor m ust not respond in  k ind, says W a lte r Reu
the r or “ we are going to do re a lly  serious damage to 
Am erica and the cause of freedom in  the whole w o rld .’’ 
B u t w ha t a lte rna tive  does Reuther offer? S im p ly  to 
adapt to the K ennedy-Land rum -G riffin  law, as the 
labor leaders adapted to Ta ft-H artley?  W ill Reuther 
stick w ith  the Democrats despite th e ir “ double cross”  
on the labor b ill?

Read Tom K e rry ’s exam ination of the new stage 
of labor-management re lations in  the fa ll issue of the 
In te rna tion a l Socialist Review. Send 35 cents fo r a copy.

International Socialist Review
116 University Place New York 3, N.Y.

c ia lis t- re a c tio n a ry  g ro up  now  
decided on f irm  action. T hey  de 
m anded the end o f B anda ran - 
a ik e ’s ba la nc in g  tactics. They 
w o u ld  no lo ng er to le ra te  soc ia l
is t ph rasem ongering .

Cabinet Splits

B an da ran a ike  sought to  keep 
his ba lanc ing  act go ing, B u t th is  
tim e  i t  was im possib le . H e faced 
the res ign a tion  o f n ine  m in is te rs  
and the  p o s s ib ility  o f los ing  the  
pres idency o f h is o w n  p a r ty  to  
D ahanayake. He y ie ld e d  and 
th re w  P h ilip  G unaw ardene and 
W ill ia m  S ilv a  o u t o f the  cab inet.

The D ahanayake g roup  was 
s t i l l  no t satisfied. A t  the  annua l 
session o f h is p a rty , B a n d a ra n 
a ike  was fo rced  to  m ake a dec
la ra tio n  th a t he w o u ld  fig h t 
C om m unism .

B u t the  26-day C o lom bo P o rt 
s tr ik e  in  A u g u s t showed th a t 
B an da ran a ike  was s t i l l  u n re li
ab le and no t easy to  con tro l. 
O n ly  u n re m it t in g  pressure fro m  
the  D ahanayake-S  t a n l e y  de 
Zoysa g roup  p re ven te d  the  
p rim e  m in is te r  fro m  g iv in g  in  
to the  s tr ike rs . I f  the  w o rk in g  
class and the  masses w e re  effec
t iv e ly  to  be co n tro lle d  B a n d a r
ana ike  had to  go.

The stage is now set for Ban- 
daranaike's rem oval. A  monk  
appears on the scene. H e  strikes 
down Bandaranaike. The whole  
nation mourns the death of the 
prim e m inister. Dahanayake, the 
leader of the faction that fought 
to remove Bandaranaike, also 
weeps —  as he lakes over the 
prim e minister's chair.

The new  p o lit ic a l s itu a tio n  has 
become c le a re r in  C eylon. The 
p o la r iz a tio n  o f class forces th a t 
began w ith  th e  b re a k -u p  o f the  
M E P  in  M a y  1959 w i l l  n o w  be 
accelerated. W ith  the  death o f 
B andarana ike , h is  p a rty , the  
s m a ll-c a p ita lis t S ri L a n k a  F re e 
dom  P a rty , w i l l  d isappear. I f  
the  ra c ia lis t g roup  looked  to the  
rem o va l o f B an da ran a ike  as 
p re p a ra tio n  fo r  ac tion  against 
the  masses, th is  fa c t w i l l  soon 
become c lea r to  the  masses 
them selves.

The genera l econom ic c o n d i
tions in  the  c o u n try  and the  
p re sen t-fin an c ia l s itu a tio n  o f the  
go ve rn m e n t push the  D ahana
ya ke  g o ve rn m en t to  seek an im 
m ed ia te  head-pn c o llis io n  w ith  
th e  w o rk in g  peop le to  pave the  
w a y  fo r  a m il i ta r y  d ic ta to rs h ip  
i f  necessary.

Mood of Masses

B u t the  m ood o f the  masses 
a fte r  B an da rr.n a ike ’s assassina
tio n  is d e fin ite ly  u n fa v o ra b le  to  
the  D ahanayake governm ent. 
The un equ ivoca l and open con
dem na tion  o f B u d d h is t c le r ic a l
ism  by  B ud dh is ts  them selves 
has cracked th e  fo u n d a tio n  o f 
the  new  governm ent. B u d d h is t 
m onks are no lo ng e r g iven  alms, 
and th e y  have even been as
saulted.

B u d d h is t c le r ic a lis m ’s loss o f 
po w e r also cuts do w n  a p o w e r
fu l  section o f ra c ia lis ts  w ho 
he lped to  fa n  th e  flam es o f com - 
m una lism . The fa c t th a t B an- 
da ra n a ike ’s assassin was a S in 
halese ra c ia lis t is an o the r severe 
b lo w  to  S inhalese rac ia lism . In  
fact, th e  D ahanayake g o ve rn 
m en t w i l l  la ck  f irm  fou nda tion s  
i f  re lig io n  and ra c ia lism  are 
d r iv e n  o u t o f po litics . T w o  s e r i
ous obstacles to  the  g ro w th  o f 
the  re v o lu tio n a ry  soc ia lis t m ove
m en t are rem oved.

The present mood of the mass
es is clearly favorable to the 
LSSP, the largest working-class 
p arly  in  the country. D r. N . M . 
Perera, the P arliam entary lead
er of the LSSP and Leader of 
the Opposition in Parliam ent, is 
looked to as the only person who 
can now lead the nation. The 
P hilip  Gunawardene G r o u p ,  
which sought to re ly  on S inha
lese Buddhist support, w ill now  
seriously weaken. The CP is a l
ready too weak —  and too no
toriously unreliable —  for the 

! workers to look in their direc- 
1 lion.
I The s h ift  in  mass conscious
ness is ta k in g  place in  fa v o r o f 
the LSSP. B u t the  forces o f re - 
•action w ith in  the  gove rnm en t 
w i l l  seek to  m ove q u ic k ly  and 
to conso lida te  th e  presen t se t-up  
to  take  the  o ffens ive  against the  
masses. W ill th e  w o rk in g  class 
and to il in g  people be ready, u n 
de r the  leadersh ip  o f the  LSSP, 
to close th e ir  ranks  and ta ke  the  
o ffensive  be fore  th e  class enem y 
moves in to  action? I t  is c lea r 
th a t a re v o lu tio n a ry  s itu a tio n  is 
m a tu r in g  in  Ceylon. I f  the  w o rk 
in g  class, led  b y  the  LSSP, is 
equal to  th is  task  th e  se ttin g  up 
o f a w o rk e rs  and peasants g o v 
e rn m en t is a genu ine  p o ss ib ility .

Can America's Capitalists Be Persuaded?

A N Y O N E  W A N T  TO BET?
The cha irm an  o f the  p la n n in g  

com m ission fo r  th e  s la ted  1964 
j  w o r ld ’s fa ir  in  N e w  Y o rk  ins is ts  
i the re  o n ly  be “ fa m ily  e n te r ta in 
m e n t”  and none o f the  bu rlesque  
shows and bu bb le  dancers on 
w h ic h  opera to rs a t the  1939 fa ir  

: coined a fo rtu n e .

By Joseph Hansen
Soviet superiority in space 

navigation, as demonstrated by 
successively more complex and 
pow erful rockets placed in o r
b it since the first sputnik two 
years ago, has led to a nation
wide debate in Am erica that 
can be summed up briefly: 
"How  do we catch up?"

Is th is  con tro ve rsy  o f in te r 
est to  socialists? A re n ’t  the 
ca p ita lis t spokesm en re a lly  de
m and ing  new , unheard  o f w ea
pons capable o f surpassing the 
im p lie d  de fensive and offensive 
lead o f the  S ov ie t U n ion  in 
the m iss ile  fie ld? "

The outcom e o f the d iscus
sion, how ever, can in fluence 
A m e ric a ’s fa te  and the fa te  o f 
the w o rld . Socia lis ts  had b e tte r 
m ake them selves heard. T h a t 
is i f  the y  are f irm ly  convinced 
th a t th e ir  p ro g ra m  corresponds 
closest to the  necessities o f ou r 
tim e  and offers the o n ly  road 
to fin a l d isa rm am e n t and en 
d u r in g  peace.

The p a r t ic u la r  debate offers 
e x tra o rd in a ry  o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  
b r in g in g  to a w id e r  audience 
questions long  pressed by  so
c ia lis ts . F o r instance, the cause 
o f the A m erican  lag  in  rocke ts 
c le a rly  de rives fro m  the  need 
fo r  p ro fit-m a k in g  th a t is cen
tra l to  the  c a p ita lis t econom y; 
w h ile  the  S ov ie t leap ahead 
ju s t hs c le a rly  de rives fro m  the 
absence o f th is  n a rro w  l im ita 
t io n  in  p lanned econom y.

S im ila r ly  the  capac ity  o f So
v ie t d ip lo m a cy  to in d ica te  tha t 
the  b lam e fo r  the  arm am ents 
race lies  w ith  A m e rica n  im 
pe ria lism  gives fresh  edge to  
the  s trugg le  against the  c a p it
a lis t w a rm akers . The  Soviet 
go ve rnm en t cou ld  s incere ly  
propose to ta l d isa rm am en t be
cause planned, econom y re 
qu ire s  peace fo r  its  best de
ve lopm ent. O ffic ia ls  o f the  U.S. 
governm ent, on the  o th e r hand, 
show  em barrassm ent ove r the 
proposal because the y  are w e ll 
aw are th a t c a p ita lis t econom y, 
by  its  v e ry  na ture , heads in 
e v ita b ly  t o w a r d  im p e ria lis t 
w a r.

Socialists, t h e r e f o r e ,  have 
every reason to offer th e ir own 
answer to the question, "How  
do we catch up?" They, of 
course, add a proviso: "Catch 
up in w hat and for what?"

S ocia lis ts  are opposed to f u r 
th e r research and exp e rim e n t 
n in s tru m e n ts  o f death. They 

are aga inst im p e r ia lis t con
quest and a n y th in g  th a t w o u ld  
fu r th e r  it .  B u t th e y  fa v o r 
techno log ica l progress l ik e  th a t 
represented b y  the  S ov ie t space 
vehip les. W h a t th e y  w o u ld  lik e  
to see is A m e rica  and the  So
v ie t U n ion  un de r a jo in t  p lan  
in  w h ich  the  tw o  w o r ld  centers 
w o u ld  com b ine th e ir  in d u s tr ia l 
m ig h t and sc ie n tific  k n o w -h o w  
fo r  the  bene fit o f a l l m ank ind .

H ow  lo Catch Up

T h is , how ever, canno t pos
s ib ly  be ach ieved u n t il A m e r
ica transcends cap ita lism . C on
sequen tly  socia lis ts  in s is t th a t 
to  “ catch up ,”  A m erica  m ust 
take  the  road to a p lanned 
econom y— a b igger, be tte r and 
fa r  m ore dem ocra tic  p lanned 
econom y, n a tu ra lly , than  the 
USSR en joys today. The essen
tia l step right now in speeding 
this process is to build a re v 
olutionary - socialist party on 
Am erican soil.

To m any readers o f the  M i l 
ita n t th is  w i l l  un d o u b te d ly  
sound l ik e  the  A B C ’s in  a so
c ia lis t k in d e rg a rte n . Socia lists 
begin here!

U n fo rtu n a te ly , s o m e  w h o  
c la im  to  be socia lis ts  stopped 
be fore  the y  got to  the A B C ’s. 
O thers w ho go t the re  appear to 
have taken  K h ru s h c h e v ’s p ro 
posal on to ta l d isa rm am e n t as 
the  s igna l fo r  a g rea t leap —  
backw a rd .

Socia lists, the y  seem to  have 
concluded, m ust get p ra c tic a l 
now , go back to  the  P rogressive 
P a r ty  p rog ram  o f 1948 and 
m ake i t  th e ir  business to p e r
suade W a ll S tree t to  d isa rm —  
by  show ing  on paper ho w  d is 
a rm am en t is possib le w ith o u t 
a depression.

T ha t, a t least, appears to be 
the  in te n t o f an e d ito r ia l and 
tw o  accom pany ing  a rtic les  rec
om m ended by  the ed ito rs  in 
the  Oct. 12 N a tio n a l G uard ian . 
("T h e  g rea t cha llenge”  b y  the 
ed ito rs ; an exce rp t fro m  a 
p a m ph le t by the  F rien ds  C om 
m itte e  on N a tio n a l Le g is la tio n , 
“ Can w e d isa rm  w ith o u t an 
econom ic crash?” ; and “ A  p ro 
gressive peace p la tfo 'rm ”  by 
G eorge W heeler, the  G u a rd ia n ’s 
P rague correspondent.)

The New  Opportunities

B efo re  cons idering  the  p ro 
posals advanced by  the  N a tio n 
al G ua rd ia n , le t me in d ica te  
m ore p rec ise ly  how  the o p p o r
tu n it ie s  to ga in  a he a ring  in 
A m erica  fo r  socia lism  are be
g in n in g  to open up:

(1) A m e rica n  d ip lo m a cy  has 
m ade a decided tu rn — at least 
fo r  the  tim e  be ing— to w a rd  re 
la x a tio n  o f in te rn a tio n a l te n 
sions. T h is  has as one Of its  
re flec tions in  dom estic  p o litic s  
fu r th e r  re la x a tio n  o f the  w itc h 
h u n t. Fear o f ta lk  abou t so- 

j c ia lism  is subsid ing.

Back to Wallace?

H enry W allace, candidate 
for presidenl on the Progres
sive P arty  ticket in  1948, was 
all for peace until Trum an  
plunged Am erica into the 
Korean c iv il w ar. Then he 
backed the im perialist in te r
vention. By 1956 W allace had 
moved so far lo the right 
that he supported Eisenhow
er for the W hite House.

(2) The  s h ift  in  A m erican  
d ip lo m a cy  was due p r im a r i ly  to 
successes in  the  in te rn a tio n a l 
re v o lu tio n a ry  cam p th a t d is 
rup te d  W a ll S tre e t’s tim e ta b le  
fo r  w a r. These successes in 
c lude the  b ig  gains made in  
C h ina  and the S ov ie t U n ion  
and the  in te ns ified  class s tru g 
gle th a t has fla red  in  the  M id 
d le  East, L a t in  A m e ric a  and 
th ro u g h o u t the  continent, o f 
A fr ic a . T h is  rise  in  re v o lu tio n 
a ry  p o te n tia l g ives new  w e ig h t 
to soc ia lis t argum ents. T he  m a
jo r i t y  o f m a n k in d  is c le a rly  
m ov ing  to w a rd  socia lism !

(3) W a ll S tree t’s tim e ta b le  
fo r w a r  has been upset so bad
ly  th a t the W ar-p lanners  are 
no lo ng er ab le to b ra cke t ahead 
in five - o r te n -ye a r spans as 
the y  d id  im m e d ia te ly  a fte r 
W o rld  W ar I I .  A m e ric a n  socia l
ists have been g ran ted  precious 
t im e  fo r  o rg an iz in g  a p o w e rfu l 
m ovem ent in  the U n ite d  States.

(4) B ig  business has stepped 
up the  "class s trugg le  in  A m e r
ica by  open ing a m a jo r o ffen 
sive against o rgan ized labo r. 
W h e th e r the  la b o r bureaucra ts  
lik e  i t  o r not, the y  are forced 
m ore and m ore in to  po litics , 
even in con du cting  o rd in a ry  
un ion  a ffa irs , and the  ra n k  and 
f ils  are v is ib ly  g ro w in g  m ore 
restless over the su ic ida l p o licy  
o f s u p p o rtin g  the  p o lit ic a l en
emies o f labo r. T he  correctness 
o f the  soc ia lis t stress on the  
need fo r  independent p o lit ic a l 
ac tion  is be ing  con firm ed  eve ry  
day in  the  w eek. W e need on ly  
m en tion  how  la b o r ’s s u p p o rt o f 
the  D em ocrats in  1958 p a id ’ off 
in  the  a n ti - la b o r K en ne dy  - 
L a n d ru m -G r if f in  A c t .  T h i s  
a lone has re in fo rce d  the  s tand
ing  o f A m e rica n  socia lis ts  as 
p o lit ic a l rea lis ts .

(5) The 1960 e lections o ffe r 
specia l o p p o rtu n it ie s  fo r  p re 
sen ting  the  soc ia lis t case. Re
pub licans  and D em ocrats ob 
v io u s ly  in te n d  to tu rn  the  
peace issue to  dem agogic use. 
Socia lis ts  can .expose them  fro m  
hundreds o f p la tfo rm s  and fo r 
ums, in c lu d in g  n a tio n w id e  ra 
d io  and T V  hook-ups.

Socialists can participate in 
the presidential campaign w ith  
strong new arguments —  the 
sputniks, the Soviet disarm a
ment proposal, the addition  
since the 1956 campaign of 
Iraq , Cuba and A frica  to the 
ranks of insurgent hum anity, 
the sharpened class struggle in 
every city in the country.

S hould  we seek to  u t il iz e  
these o p p o rtu n itie s  to  the  u t 
most? W h a t is the  best w ay  to 
go abou t it?  T he  N a tion a l 
G ua rd ia n  does no t even discuss 
these key  questions. Instead we 
are asked to  consider th e  1948 
p ro g ra m  o f the  P rogressive  
P a rty , espec ia lly  how  A m e r i
can ca p ita lism  m ig h t d isa rm  i t 
se lf w ith o u t cost o f a depres-
sion.

W haf Is the Aim?

I  hope th a t I  am no t m isu n 
derstood. I t  is e xce lle n t to ad
vocate such specific th in g s  as 
a red uc tio n  in  taxes, increased 
u n em p loym e n t c o m p e n s a 
t io n , jobs fo r  the  jobless, m o r t
gage paym en t insurance, m ore 
class rooms, h ig h e r teachers’ 
pay, m ore  hosp ita l beds, b e tte r 
roads, flood con tro l, conserva
tion  o f n a tio n a l resources, and 
so on.

I t  is doubly excellent to 
stress the need for peace and 
how tru ly  catastrophic a w ar 
waged w ith  nuclear wekpons 
would be.

B u t w h a t o b je c tive  is aim ed 
at? A re  these issues ra ised to  
he lp  show up ca p ita lism  and to 
dem onstra te  the  need to  take  
the  road to  socialism ? Just the 
c o n tra ry . The hope is m a in 
ta ined  th a t so lu tions to the 
p rob lem s can be fou nd  under 
cap ita lism . “ We« can see lo  it 
th a t the> econom ic m ach in e ry  
we have is w e ll used.”  The 
co rre c t p o lit ic a l course, w e are 
urged, is to  “ w o rk  fo r  im p roved  
le g is la tio n .”  “ A nd , o f course, 
search o u t and sup po rt good 
candidates fo r  o ffice .”

E ven w ith o u t “ good”  W a l-

la cc -tvp e  candidates, success is 
possib le: “ W e can urge o u r
g o ve rn m en t to  g ive  f irs t  p r io r 
ity  to  the  search fo r  p o lit ic a l 
agreem ents and the  basis fo r  
in te rn a tio n a l d isa rm am e nt u n 
der la w  so th a t the  w o r ld  m ay 
be rescued fro m  the fe a r of 
w a r and the bu rden  o f a rm a
m ents l i f te d  fo re v e r fro m  the  
backs o f m a n k in d .”

(M eanw hile "our g o v e r n -  
m ent" m ethodically continues 
to build bases for nuclear wea- 
nons trained on targets in the 
Soviet Union, the latest ac
quisition being in Turkey.)

The Guardian's Reasoning

T he basic flaw  in the  N a tio n 
al G ua rd ia n  po s ition  is its  
id ea lis tic  ra th e r  tha n  m a te r ia l
is t approach. The reason ing 
goes som e th ing  lik e  th is : A to m 
ic weapons have in tro du ced  a 
q u a lita t iv e  change in  the  c h a r
acte r o f w a r. W ar has become 
so ir ra t io n a l th a t no ra tio n a l 
hum an be ing can coun t on 
g a in in g  a n y th in g  fro m  i t  e x 
cept se lf-d es truc tio n . B u t cap
ita lis ts  as hu m an  beings are, in  
the  fin a l analysis, ra tio n a l e x 
cept fo r  a m in o r ity  o f a rm a- 
m en t-m a kers  and thé  Pentagon 
crow d.

A lre a d y  the  c a p ita lis t class in  
its  m a jo r ity ,  the  reason ing con
tinues, is convinced o f the  i r 
ra t io n a lity  o f nu c le a r w a r, or 
w ith  some e ffo rt can be p e r
suaded o f its  ir ra t io n a lity .  
“  . . . the non-soc ia lis t w o r ld ,”  
declare the  ed ito rs, “ m ust be 
persuaded to  the  v ie w  th a t l i fe  
can, and m ust, go on w ith o u t 
a rm am en ts .”

W h a t stops ou r ca p ita lis t 
ru le rs  fro m  w i l l in g  an end to 
a rm am en ts  p ro d u c tio n  is a 
m en ta l b lo ck  caused by a ra th 
e r c h ild is h  fea r th a t p ro sp e rity  
h inges on arm s-spend ing  and 
th a t i f  the  w a r  budget w ere  
e lim in a te d  depression w o u ld  

' fo llo w  as an im m e d ia te  con 
sequence, The same fea r a f
fects even w o rke rs  and la bo r 
o ffic ia ls .

Thus if has become the first 
duty of every rational person, 
be he Quaker, Socialist or a 
Cyrus Eaton, to pitch into the 
job of convincing the fearfu l 
capitalists that the prospects 
are really  not as bleak under 
capitalism as they believe. The 
senile system still has some 
juice available if you know  
how to put on the right 
squeeze. That is the substance 
oi the Guardian position.

F ro m  the  v i e w p o i n t  o f 
the o ry , th is  p o s itio n  does no t 
come up to  the  le v e l o f the  
u to p ia n  socia lis ts  w ho  w ere  
ou tm oded m ore than a c e n tu ry  
ago upon p u b lic a tio n  o f the  
C o m m un is t M an ifes to . T he  old  
Utopians a t least sough t to  p e r
suade the ca p ita lis ts  o f the  i r 
ra t io n a lity  o f ca p ita lism  and o f 
the ra t io n a lity  o f chang ing  over 
to socia lism .

The M arxist V iew

In  con tra s t to the  u to p ia n  
approach, M a r x i s t  analysts 
trace  the  cause o f the  a rm a 
m ents bu rden  to the  deepening 
decay o f the  c a p ita lis t system. 
(The “ b u rde n ,”  be i t  noted, 
rests c ru s h in g ly  on the  w o rk in g  
people, n o t the  cap ita lis ts .)

T h is  is no t m e re ly  a question 
o f the o ry , o r evidence o f a sec
ta r ia n  approach. C ostly  h is to r ic  
experience, i n c l u d i n g  tw o  
w o r ld  w ars, testifies to  how  
im p e ria lis m  arose a t a ce rta in  
stage o f c a p ita lis t deve lopm ent, 
im p e llin g  the  c a p ita lis t class in 
to  a life -a n d -d e a th  s trugg le  fo r  
fo re ign  m arke ts , sources o f ra w  
rh a te ria l and "cheap la b o r pow er.

B eh ind  the bad “ w i l l ”  o f the 
c a p ita lis t class stand econom ic 
d rive s  o f enorm ous force. W ha t 
is in v o lv e d  is no t the ra t io n a l
i ty  o f m any cap ita lis ts  b u t the 
in s a n ity  o f the  econom ic sys
tem  in  w h ic h  th e y  are enm esh
ed. T h is  is the u lt im a te  e x p la n 
a tion  fo r  the  disease kn o w n  as 
fascism  th a t sw ept I ta ly ,  G e r
m any and Spain. B lin d  econom 
ic forces b lin d  the  ru l in g  class 
a t c ru c ia l tu rn in g  po in ts. C a p it
a lis ts  even p lun ge  in to  catas
tro p h ic  su ic id a l w ars, as th is  
c e n tu ry  has repea ted ly  s e e n .In  
th is  respect the  A m e rica n  breed 
are not q u a lita t iv e ly  d iffe re n t 
fro m  the I ta lia n , G erm an o r 
Japanese ru le rs  w ho  p re c ip it
ated W o rld  W ar I I .

To re tu rn  to the N a tio n a l 
G ua rd ia n . F rom  the  v ie w  th a t 
the  A m e rica n  ca p ita lis ts  are, 
a fte r  a ll, hum an beings p resum 
a b ly  endowed w ith  b ra in s  and 
the re fo re  open to  reason, the  
a rg u m e n ta tio n  necessarily  fo l
low s an ap p ro p ria te  logic.

Am azing Low  Price!

The main argument, since it 
is probably considered the most 
like ly  to persuade the reason- 
ers who run Am erican indus
try , is the low cost of disarm 
ament. You can get it w ithout 
a depression.

A l l  you have to  do is sw itch  
go ve rn m en t e x p e n d i t u r e s  
to  p u b lic  w o rks  and the in v e s t
m ents o f p r iv a te  in d u s try  to 
use fu l p ro jects. Some indus tries  
m ig h t be te m p o ra r ily  h u r t  as 
a rm a m en t p ro d u c tio n  ceases. 
“ T hey  m ust fin d  new  products, 
new  markets, o r new  fields.”

(Em phasis in  the  o r ig in a l.)  “ O ur 
cha llenge ,”  as one o f the  a r 
tic les  pu ts it ,  “ is to f in d  w ays 
to  bend o u r g ig a n tic  p ro du c
t iv e  forces to  ou r ow n  w i l l ,  to 
m eet o u r rea l needs.”

Econom ic th e o ry  —  any eco
nom ic th e o ry  —  is m iss ing  fro m  
such a rg um e n ta tio n . The “ re a l”  
need in cap ita lis t: soc ie ty  is 
p ro fits : th a t is the  a im  o f cap
ita lis t  p roduc tion . T h a t is w h a f 
the steel barons are seeking to 
bend the p ro d u c tiv e  forces to 
as they e xe rt th e ir  “ w i l l ”  
a g a in s t, the  S tee lw o rke rs . A nd  
I h a t is w h a t arm am en ts  and 
w ars are fo r ;  not o n ly  fo r  the 
im m ed ia te  p ro d u c tio n  o f p ro fits , 
bu t fo r  sa fegua rd ing  and even
tu a lly  p ro m o tin g  the  expansion 
o f the  p ro d u c tio n  o f p ro fits .

The desire  lo  sell d isa rm a 
m en t to the  cap ita lis ts  is so 
s trong  th a t the  N a tio n a l G u a r
d ian  even offers i t  on the  in 
s ta llm e n t p lan . “ A  n a tion  can ’ t 
in  a day s w itc h  p ro d u c tio n  of 
S45 b ill-ion w o r th  o f m il i ta ry  
goods to  o th e r th ings . B u t Ihe  
tim e  needed can be reduced by 
w ise advance a rrangem ents .”

R esum ption  o f w o r ld  trade  is 
also prom ised  as a sure “ s t im 
ulus fo r  in d u s try .”  H o w  the 
c a p ita lis t,  m erchan ts  o f peace 
con ve rt th e ir  fo re ig n  purchases 
in to  m oney in case o f a de
pression is no t in d ica te d ; a l
though  the  p o s s ib ility  o f de
pression despite  d isa rm am e n t is 
no t exc luded , since, we are 
to ld , c a p ita lism  w o u ld  s t i l l  su f
fe r  fro m  its  “ genera l c ris is  and 
econom ic cyc le .”

Class Collaboration
T he M a rx is t concept o f the 

class s trugg le  goes up in  sm oke: 
“ The change to  a n o n -m ilita ry  
econom y w i l l  re q u ire  no t o n ly  
p la n n in g  b u t  de te rm in a tio n , 
and a readiness to accept w o rk  
and sacrifice a long the w ay. 
The  p o lit ic a l p rob lem s are en 
orm ous. The econom ic tra n s i
tio n  w i l l  ca ll fo r  m o b iliz in g  the 
f u l l  resources o f the  e n tire  
g o ve rnm en t in  a pro longed a t
tack  on th is  question. I t  ca lls 
fo r  the  f u l l  coopera tion  o f la 
bor and m anagem ent w ith  g o v 
e rn m e n t a ll the  w ay fro m  the 
loca l to the  -F e d e ra l le v e l. ’" 
(F u ll coopera tion  w ith  the  m on 
opo lis ts  and th e ir  gove rnm en t 
— is th a t the  h idden  m eaning 
o f the c ry p tic  slogan, “ peacefu l 
coexis tence” ?)

The socialist position, in con
trast to this class-collaboraiion- 
"st view , is that the achieve
ment of a non-m ilitary  econ
omy can come only by ending 
capitalism and replacing it  w ith  
general ecoftoinlc planning. This 
in turn  requires the w ork and 
sacrifice needed <to .b u ild  a re v 
olutionary-socialist p arly . And  
this p arly  can succeed in g iv 
ing correct political guidance 
to the w orking class only if  it 
persistently opposes class col
laboration all the w ay from  
fhe local to the federal level.

As a lrea dy  in d ica ted , the  
N a tio n a l G u a rd ia n  goes fa r  in 
expressing  confidence in  “ o u r”  
c a p ita lis t gove rnm en t. F o r in 
stance: “ U.S. go ve rn m en t agen
cies such as the  R econstruc tion  
F inance C o rpo ra tion , the  F ed 
e ra l H ous ing  A d m in is tra tio n , 
va rious  ve te rans ’ p rogram s and 
the w o rk  o f the  O ffice  o f D e 
fense M o b iliz a tio n  shou ld  p ro 
v ide  h e lp fu l clues on how  to 
d e -m ob ilize  o r re -m o b iliz e  fo r  
peace.”

I f  the  proposed p ro g ra m  is 
feasib le , w h a t need ex is ts  fo r  
a soc ia lis t governm ent?  None. 
The ed ito rs  o f the  N a tion a l 
G ua rd ia n  are p e rfe c tly  cons is t
en t in  le a v in g  o u t th is  item . 
T hey  have no need fo r  it ,  fo r  
the y  “ env is ion  a changeover 
w ith o u t depression —  m eaning 
perhaps also th a t th e  tra n s itio n  
m ay take  place w ith o u t th e  k in d  
o f ha rdsh ip  w h ic h  m ig h t lead 
to  the p o p u la r upheava ls and 
dem ands fo r  im m e d ia te  social 
change.”

So W hat's Wrong w ith  It?

I f  such a colossal tra n s itio n  
can be accom plished w h y  g ive
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up cap ita lism ?  W ith  to ta l d is 
a rm am en t, p ro s p e r ity  and a 
ru l in g  class and g o ve rn m e n t 
th a t has p ro ved  responsive to  
the  m ost acute needs o f th e  
tim e, w h a t w o u ld  be w ro n g  w ith  
cap ita lism ? W e ’ve m ade i t  w o rk  
a fte r  a ll!

Such a sensib le road  to  peace 
ough t to  conv ince  th e  C h am b er 
o f Com m erce, the  N a tio n a l A s 
soc ia tion  o f M an u fa c tu re rs , and  
a n ti-u n io n  heads o f the  c o r
po ra tions  and th e ir  la b o r-h a t
ing  go ve rn m en t rep resen ta tives 
th a t yo u ’ve g o t a fa r  m ore  ra 
tio n a l o u tlo o k  tha n  th e y ’ve  had 
un to now . H o w  can th e y  re 
fuse to le t such reasonableness 
persuade them  to  e n te r th e  
s tra ig h t and n a rro w  path?

W e ll, the  ed ito rs  o f th e  N a 
t io n a l G u a rd ia n  have asked fo r  
discussion o f th is  proposed 
course o f action . I  w o u ld  m uch  
p re fe r to  discuss ho w  socia lis ts  
can u t il iz e  the  new  o p p o r tu n it
ies to ga in  a w id e r  h e a rin g  fo r  
the  soc ia lis t p ro g ra m , p a r t ic u 
la r ly  in 1960. a ye a r w h ic h  
prom ises u n u s u a lly  h ig h  in te r 
est in  p o litic s . I  w o u ld  lik e w is e  
p re fe r to  discuss how  w e  can 
m ore e ffe c tiv e ly  p a rtic ip a te  in  
the b ig  debate o v e r h o w  to  
catch up w ith  S o v ie t tech 
no log ica l progress.

B u t i f  one o f the  p re lim in 
aries to w o rk in g  o u t these m ore 
im p o rta n t p rob lem s is discus
sion o f the  p ro g ra m  advanced 
by the  P rogressive  P a r ty  u n d e r 
W allace, th e  t im e  w i l l  n o t be 
lost. M a n y  S oc ia lis ts  w i l l  u n 
d o u b te d ly  have so m e th in g  to  
say on the  question , fo r  th e y  
have done a lo t  o f th in k in g  
abou t th a t experience. T he  m a 
jo r ity ,  I be lieve, w i l l  seek to  
he lp  d ispe l the  il lu s io n  th a t  
W allace  can be re in ca rn a te d  o r 
tha t h is road, the  road o f l i b 
era l ca p ita lism , o ffe rs  a n y th in g  
com parab le  to  a p lanned  econ
om y, such as the  S ov ie t U n io n  
has, in  m ee ting  the g re a t issues 
fac ing A m e rica  and the  w o r ld .

Book-A -M onth
Francis Bacon, Philosopher 

of Industria l Science, b y  B e n 
ja m in  F a rr in g to n . T h is  202- 
page book was o r ig in a lly  
p riced  a t $3.50. Y o u  get i t  fo r  
$1.25. F o r a de sc rip tion  o f th is  
im p o rta n t book, see th e  re 
v ie w  b y  W ill ia m  F. W arde  in  
the  Sept. 28 M il ita n t .

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U n iversity  Place 
N ew  Y o rk  3. N . Y .

N o w  in  P aperback

.Leon Trotsky 
Presents

The Living Thoughts 
Of Kari Marx

75 cents 
Pioneer Publishers 

116 U niversity  Place 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

. . . Missile Base
(C ontinued  fro m  Page 1)

e rin g  200 m iles  o f . the  G re a t 
P la ins.

A cco rd in g  to  Roscoe F le m in g  
in the  Oct. 10 C h r is t ia n  Science 
M o n ito r, one base w i l l  be lo 
cated near Cheyenne and w i l l  
•’ onsist o f 24 A tla s  m iss iles o f 
5,000-m ile range. The  o th e r 
base, a lrea dy  un de r con s tru c
tion , is near D enver. I t  w i l l  
consist o f 18 T ita n  m iss iles , o f 
6,500-m ile range.

“ Each o f these m onste rs,”  
says F lem ing , “ w i l l  p re sum a b ly  
have as a fixed  ta rg e t a S ov ie t 
c ity  o r s tro n g  p o in t.”

T he  IC B M  bases are to  be 
un de rg round . Holes are be ing  
dug some 160-foot deep fo r  th e  
T ita n s  and th e ir  m oun tings . 
T hen  the  area w i l l  be covered 
again. T hey  w i l l  be “ one-shot”  
bases since f ir in g  o f the  m is 
siles is expected to  de s tro y  
m uch o f th e ir  in s ta lla t io n — if  
S ov ie t IC B M s don ’t  reach th e m  
firs t.

. As w ith  all other Am erican  
w ar preparations, the A tlas and 
T itan  bases w ill provide a 
bonanza for big business. M o r
rison, Knudsen Co. of Los A n 
geles and Boise heads a group 
of six construction companies 
holding a $67 m illion  contract 
for p re lim inary w o rk  on the 
Titan  bases. Am erican M achine  
and Foundry Co. has received a 
contract for S42.6 m illio n  fo  
complete fhe steel w ork  for the  
installation of the power plant 
and the missiles themselves.
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Fundamental 
Problems 

Of Marxism
By G. V. Plekhanov

A n  o u t-o f-p r in t  classic o f 
sc ie n tific  soc ia lism  n o w  a v a il
ab le in  m im e og ra ph ed  fo rm  
fo r  o n ly  $1.50.

Pioneer Publishers 
116 U nivers ity  Place 
N ew  Y o rk  3, N . Y .

Subscribe!
To keep up  w ith  th e  real 

m ean ing  o f b ig  events at 
hom e and abroad, yo u  need 
the  M il ita n t .  T ry  i t  fo r s ix  
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address and $1.

The M ilita n t 
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The School Placement Decision
“ D A N V IL L E , Va., Oct. 9 —  A  h igh 

N A A C P  o ffic ia l pre'dicted here th is  week 
tha t school placement laws ‘w i l l  be de
clared unconstitu tiona l by the U.S. Su
preme Court because of the way they  are 
being used.’ Speaking before the V irg in ia  
State Conference o f N A A C P  branches, 
G losler B. C urrent, d irec to r of. N A A C P  
branches, declared tha t ‘th is  law  gives 
p re jud iced offic ia ls a device w ith  w h ich  
to deny admission of Negro pup ils  to 
previously a ll-w h ite  schools.’ ”  (N A A C P  
press release.)

“ W A S H IN G TO N , Oct. 12 — The Su
preme C ourt tu rned  down today an at
tack on state p u p il placement laws tha t 
are designed to slow the pace of in tegra
tion. The court refused to rev iew  tw o 
decisions uphold ing N orth  C aro lina ’s 
placement law .”  (N.Y. Times.)

Some people m ay conclude fro m  the 
above quotations m ere ly tha t the crysta l 
b a ll in  the N A A C P ’s nationa l office 
doesn’t  have even three-day v is ib ility . 
B u t something m uch more sdrious is re
vealed. The N A A C P  leaders have e ither 
fa iled  to recognize or are concealing from  
the Negro people the staggering b low  
dealt the school desegregation figh t last 
year by the Supreme C ourt’s uphold ing 
of the p u p il placem ent laws.

Moreover, G loster C u rre n t’s speech 
reveals tha t even at th is  late date (a fte r 
the E igh th  C ircu it C ourt o f Appeals last 
m onth stopped the scheduled in teg ra tion  
of three Negro ch ild ren  at the D o lla rw ay 
school out o f deference to Arkansas’ new 
p u p il placement law ) N A A C P  “ stra tegy” 
is not to sound the a larm  bu t to lu l l  pub
lic  opinion w ith  “ pred ictions”  th a t the 
Supreme C ourt w i l l  declare these laws 
unconstitu tiona l.

The Supreme C ourt’s upho ld ing of 
the Alabam a P u p il P lacem ent A c t last 
year m arked a tu rn in g  po in t in  the legal 
h is to ry  *of the school desegregation fight. 
The decision pu t the cou rt’s stamp of ap
p rova l on a p o litica l deal made between 
the Southern officia ls, W ashington and 
N orthe rn  b ig  business.

The deal emasculated the o rig ina l 
school desegregation ru lin g . In  re tu rn  fo r 
g iv ing  up “ massive resistance”  the ¡pouth- 
ern ru lin g  class was authorised to-, retain- 
its  J im  C row  school system' 99 9/10% 
in tact, w ith  the other 1/10 of 1% of Negro 
ch ild ren  to be adm itted to w h ite  schools 
as token in tegra tion . This accomplished, 
Southern “ desegregation”  w ou ld  be fro 
zen—fo r the 1/10 of 1% of Negro ch ild ren  
in  w h ite  schools are not to be regarded 
as the th in  edge of an entering  wedge but 
as fixed-quota w indow  dressing.

The N A A C P  rem ained v ir tu a lly  si

len t about the h igh cou rt’s okaying of 
these vicious state laws. U n w illin g  to 
c ritic ize  the court, N A A C P  releases to 
th is  day have given the merest passing 
m ention of i t  and nowhere has i t  assessed 
the ru lin g ’s true  significance.

B u t the enemies o f school desegrega
tion  were fu l ly  aware o f w ha t the uphold
ing of these laws meant. A n ti- in teg ra tio n - 
ist A r th u r  K rock, dean of N.Y. Times 
correspondents in  W ashington and hob- 
nobber w ith  Supreme C ourt justices and 
senators, spelt i t  out last Dec. 30. The 
anti-Negro U.S. News and W orld  Report 
d id  likew ise.

Am ong ba ttle rs  fo r in tegra tion , most of 
whom  depend on the N A A C P  fo r in fo r
m ation and evaluation o f the progress of 
school in tegra tion , on ly  a few  voices have 
been raised. One of these was the M i l i t 
ant, whose m ain headline on Jan. 5 was: 
"High Court Shifts Stand on Segregated 
Schools —  Racists Get T ip  O ff On W hat 
To Do.”

A no ther is M a rtip  L u th e r K ing , the 
Negro leader from  M ontgom ery, Alabama. 
In  the cu rren t issue o f L ibe ra tion  he de
clares th a t “ the struggle fo r c iv il righ ts  
has reached a stage of profound crisis,”  
w h ich  has “ its  o rig in  in  a decision render
ed by the Supreme C ourt . . . w h ich  up
held the p u p il placement law. Though 
l i t t le  noticed then, th is  decision funda
m en ta lly  weakened the h is to ric  1954 ru l
ing  of the C ourt.”

Com paring compromise on desegre
gation, fo r w h ich  th is  decision has become 
the basis, to the deal w ith d ra w in g  federal 
troops from  the South, thus ending Re
construction, K in g  w rites: “ The Negro 
was the trag ic  v ic tim  o f another com
promise in  1878, when his f u l l  equa lity  
was bargained away by the federa l gdv- 
ernm ent . . . There is reason to  believe 
th a t the Negro of 1959 w i l l  not accept 
supine ly any such compromises in  the 
contem porary struggle fo r in teg ra tion .”

B u t in  order th a t the Negro people 
and th e ir  a llies not supine ly accept such 
a sell-out of school in teg ra tion  i t  is firs t 
necessary tha t they be to ld  w ha t is hap
pening and how im portan t i t  is. This the 
N A A C P  leadership has fa iled  to do. A t 
best th is  fa ilu re  shows tha t they are not 
leaders— because leaders lead— and raises 
questions about th e ir  competence. A t 
w orst i t  raises the question w hether or 
not they — like  the labor leaders who 
have long since secretly decided to live  
w ith  T a ft-H a rtle y  ra the r than  undertake 
the drastic figh t requ ired to beat i t —have 
given up the  aim  of rea l school in tegra
tion  and have secretly reconciled them 
selves to going along w ith  token in teg ra 
tion  in  the South.

Let's Fine the City Council
B y  a vo te  o f 20 to 4 the  N ew  Y o rk  C ity  

C o un c il approved  a proposed m easure Oct. 13 
to  fine  the  paren ts  o f c h ild re n  fou nd  g u ilty  o f 
acts o f vanda lism .

D em ocra tic  m ach ine  boss S ha rkey  o f 
B ro o k ly n  u rged  the  rep risa ls  against re la 
tive s  o f o ffenders as a w a y  o f co m b a ttin g  
ju v e n ile  de linquency . “ I t  is t im e  w e p u t [th e  
f ig h t aga inst c rim es o f y o u th ] in  the  hands o f

p ra c tic a l peop le,”  said th is  le a d in g  D em ocrat. 
“ W e m ust take  i t  aw ay  fro m  th e  sob-sisters.”

A  m ore e ffec tive  m easure w o u ld  be fines 
fo r  m em bers o f the  C ity  C ounc il. T hey  bear 
the  la rge s t re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  the  la c k  o f p la y 
grounds and parks, the  b ro ke n -d o w n  schools, 
s lu m  con d itions  and lo w  wages w ith  w h ic h  
pa ren ts  are fo rced  to  re a r th e ir  c h ild re n .

These are w h a t fo s te r th e  an ti-soc ia l 
fo rm s  y o u th fu l re b e llio n  takes.

The British Elections
The T o ry  v ic to ry  in  the B rit is h  elec

tions on Oct. 8 has not altered the basic 
feature o f B ritis h  po litics  since W orld  
W ar I I .  Th is is the po la riza tion  of the 
B rit is h  people behind e ithe r the Tory  
P arty , representing the cap ita lis t class, or 
the Labor Party .

Even in  the recent elections, in  w h ich  
the Tories scored th e ir  h ighest post-war 
gains, Labor’s popular vote remained 
strong. (Labor won 43.9% of the popular 
vote; the Conservatives, 49.4%; the L ib 
erals, 5.8%; others, .9%.)

A  solid core of workers has contin 
u a lly  voted Labor, even when i t  was dis
satisfied w ith  the o ffic ia l m ilk -and-w a te r 
program, because these w orkers are loya l 
to the idea th a t the working-class m ust 
have its  own pa rty  and m ust run  the gov
ernm ent i f  the w o rk ing  people’s problems 
are to be solved.

In  1945, the low er m idd le  class and 
the least class-conscious w orkers also 
ra llie d  to Labor’s banner. They ‘ wanted 
the w o rk ing  class to ca rry  out the Labor 
P a rty ’s promise to reorganize B ritis h  
society along socialist lines. Had the 
pa rty  leaders acted decisively in  th is  d i
rection they w ou ld  have continued to 
ca rry  the masses w ith  them.

B u t the Labor P a rty  bureaucrats 
m ere ly in troduced a few  social reform s 
(a num ber of w h ich  were subsequently 
reta ined by the Tories) and proceeded to 
ca rry  out the regu la r functions of the 
cap ita lis t sta.te, such as rearm ing and im 
posing the §,rms burden on the w ork ing  
people. The labor bureaucrats’ be traya l of

socialism caused the m idd le  class and the 
more p o lit ic a lly  backward w orkers to lose 
confidence in  the Labor P a rty  and to 
sw ing over to the Tories.

Once in  power in  1951, the Conserva
tives benefited g rea tly  from  the economic 
re v iva l p rim ed by the M arsha ll P lan tha t 
set in  th roughout W estern Europe. The 
boom, w h ich  reached f u l l  m om entum  in  
Europe du ring  the last five years and was 
not seriously affected by the 1957-58 re
cession, has had a p o lit ic a lly  conservatiz- 
ing effect. I t  should be underscored, how 
ever, th a t betrayals by  the working-class 
leadership in  W estern Europe (th is  in 
cludes betrayals by the Communist 
Parties as w e ll) gave capita lism  the 
chance to restab ilize itse lf a fte r being 
nearly  swallowed up by  the postwar 
revo lu tiona ry  wave.

B u t capita lism  is depression prone. 
The boom is sure to exhaust itse lf. Though 
the Tories won votes th rough th e ir 
“ peace”  maneuvers, capita lism  tends or
gan ica lly  to war. As depression and new 
w ar threats m anifest themselves, Labor 
w i l l  again w in  overw he lm ing  mass sup
port.

W il l  the working-class m ovem ent be 
ready to take advantage of its  opportun
ities at tha t time? The h is to ric  s ign ifi
cance of the program m atic struggle waged 
by the Socialist Labor League in  England 
—  whose appraisal of the election ap
pears on th is  page —  consists precisely 
in  th is, tha t i t  helps prepare th e 'w o rk in g  
class fo r  its  next great chance.

"But, General, w haf could the Russians do if the President an
swered their awful disarmament proposal with one of those Taft- 
Hartley cooling-off things!"

(The fo llow ing article is re 
printed from  the Newsletter, 
w eekly journal of the Socialist 
Labour League.)

T he T ories  have w o n  the 
genera l e lec tion  w ith  an in 
creased m a jo r ity .  To the  thous
ands o f L a b o u r supporte rs  w ho  
have tru d g e d  the  streets n ig h t 
a fte r  n ig h t ove r the  past fe w  
weeks cam pa ign ing  a g a i n s t  
T o ry ism , th is  w i l l  come as a 
ha rsh  surp rise .

T he  r ig h t-w in g  ch ie fs  at 
T ra n s p o rt House assured us 
th a t o u r e lec tion  m ach ine was 
b e tte r tha n  i t  had eve r been. 
Thousands o f pounds have been 
spent on its  im p ro v e m e n t over 
the  past fe w  years. G a its k e ll 
and B evan to ld  us th a t L a 
b o u r’s p o lic y , because o f its  
m odera te  na tu re , w o u ld  secure 
the  flo a tin g  vote . In  th is  con 
nec tion  the  p a r ty  pa id  the  su
p rem e p r i c e :  n a tio n a liz a tio n  
was d ropped and L a b o u r can
d ida tes w e re  com m itted  .to re 
ta in in g  the  hyd rog en  bom b.

The fu l l  re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  
th is  severe d e fe a t,re s ts  on the  
shoulders o f the  r ig h t-w in g  o f 
the  L a b o u r P a r ty  and M r. B e 
van. I t  is th e ir  o rg an iza tio n  and 
th e ir  po lic ies w h ic h  have been 
acted upon.

C o n tras t the  v ic iousness o f 
T ra n s p o rt House in  its  recent 
w itc h -h u n t aga inst m em bers o f 
the  S oc ia lis t L a b o u r League, 
whose o n ly  c rim e  was d isagree
m en t w ith  the  ty p e  o f po lic ies 
and o rg an iza tio n  responsib le  
fo r  th is  defeat, w i th  th e  k id -  
g love a tt itu d e  o f the  r ig h t-w in g  
tow a rds  the  T ories  d u r in g  the 
e lection .

Cause of Swing

I t  w o u ld  be a m is take  to  t r y  
to  f ind  an easy answ er fo r  the  
s w in g  to  the  r ig h t.  T h is  e lec
t io n  was lo s t in  the  years th a t 
im m e d ia te ly  fo llo w e d  the  Sec
ond W o rld  W ar.

N A T IO N A L IZ A T IO N : H e r 
b e r t M o rriso n , E rnes t B ev in  
and th e ir  fo llo w e rs  in  the  L a 
b o u r go ve rn m en t la id  the  
fo u nda tion s  fo r  th is  de fea t as 
e a rly  as 1947 and 1948. M o r 
rison  ca lled  fo r  a re tre a t fro m  
n a tio n a liz a tio n  in  1948 and by  
1959 th is  re tre a t had become a 
rou t.

G E R M A N Y : W h e n  E rnes t
B ev in , as F o re ign  S ecre ta ry  in 
the 1945 L a b o u r governm ent, 
p e rm itte d  the  N az i c a p ita lis t 
gang to  reg a in  co n tro l in  W est 
G erm any, he m ade c e rta in  th a t 
the  r ig h t-w in g  g o ve rn m en t of 
A denaue r was the  o rd e r o f the  
day fo r  G erm any. T h is  was the  
b e g in n in g  o f the  p o s tw a r tu rn  
to  th e  r ig h t  in  W estern  E urope.

The G erm an w o rke rs , p ros
tra te  and defeated b y  b ru ta l 
N az i oppression and A ll ie d  
cha uv in ism , needed above a ll 
h e lp  fro m  a L a b o u r B r ita in . 
Instead th e y  w e re  k ic k e d  in  
the  tee th  and handed back to  
th e ir  o ld  masters.

S T A L IN IS M : I t  m us t be said 
also th a t a la rge  share o f the  
re s p o n s ib ility  fo r  the  sw ing  to  
the  r ig h t  rests on th e  c r im in a l 
p o lic y  o f the  S ta lin is ts . B y  
th e ir  b ru ta l po lic ies  in  H u n g a ry  
and E aste rn  E urope th e y  p ro 
v id e d  a trem endous p ropagan
da weapon fo r  those w is h in g  to  
d is c re d it soc ia lism  a ll over 
W estern  Europe.

DE G A U L L E : The T o ry  v ic 
to ry  a t the  e lec tion  is the  B r i t 
ish re fle c tio n  o f  the  g ra du a l 
sw ing  to  the  r ig h t  w h ic h  has 
been ta k in g  shape in  W estern 
E urope ove r the  past 12 years. 
T h is  came to  its  head w ith  the  
v ic to ry  o f C harles de G au lle  
(w ith  th e  h e lp  o f th e  “ soc ia l
is ts” ) and i t  canno t be ha lte d  
no w  w ith o u t d ra s tic  changes in  
p o lic y  and pe rsonne l in  the  
leadersh ip  o f th e  L a b o u r m ove
m e n t of W estern  E urope .

F ab ian ism  is b a n k ru p t. The 
F ab ian  concept th a t p a r lia m e n 
ta ry  s trugg le  c a rrie d  o u t g ra d 
u a lly  o ve r a n u m b e r o f years 
w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  b r in g  soc ia l
ism  to  B r ita in  has been tr ie d  
and fo u n d  w a n tin g .

S ocia lism  is n o t a game o f 
good gove rn m en t and bad go v 
e rn m en t; o f the  T o ries ’ and L a 
b o u r ’s tu rn . I t  consists, above 
a ll,  in  the  system atic  p re p a ra 
t io n  o f the  w o rk in g  class to  
take  pow er. T h is  p re p a ra tio n  
canno t be c a rrie d  o u t on the  
basis o f m in o r re fo rm is t con
cessions, b u t o n ly  on the  basis 
o f a p ro g ra m  w h ic h  aim s to  re 
place ca p ita lism  and in s titu te  a 
soc ia lis t society.

I t  is p e rfe c tly  tru e  th a t such 
p re p a ra tio n  w o u ld  n o t have 
b ro u g h t im m e d ia te  e lec to ra l 
success in  the  pe rio d  a fte r  the  
w a r. W h a t i t  w o u ld  have done 
w o u ld  have been to  educate 
and p repa re  the  w o rke rs  and 
the m id d le  class fo r  p o w e r by  
con s is te n tly  d e m o n s tra tin g  th e  
con tras t be tw een a soc ia lis t p ro 
g ram  and T o ry ism .

The sw in g  to  the  r ig h t  w h ic h  
has ju s t taken  place on the  
p a rt o f a sub s tan tia l n u m b e r of 
ba ckw a rd  w o rk e rs  and m id d le - 
class vo te rs  cou ld  o n ly  have 
been avo ided b y  th is  ty p e  o f 
educa tion . B evan  and G a its k e ll 
tre a t the  v o te r as some so rt o f 
specia l id io t  w h o  has o n ly  to 
be p rom ised a fe w  ca rro ts  a t 
e lec tion  tim e  to  cast ■ h is  vo te  
fo r  La bo u r.

B y  re p u d ia tin g  the  class 
s trugg le  th e y  c o n tin u a lly  u n 
de res tim a te  the  pow ers o f T o ry 
ism  in  th is  c o u n try . T h is  po w e r 
cannot .be b ro ke n  b y  a fe w  s lo 
gans. W h a t has n o w ^b e e n  re 
vea led is th a t F ab ian ism  and 
S ocia l D em ocracy w i l l  ne ve r 
b r in g  socia lism  to B r ita in  and 
in  the  la s t instance w i l l  repea t 
the  treach e ry  o f G uy  M o lle t, 
on perhaps a fa r  g re a te r scale.

The ra n k  and f ile  o f the  L a 
b o u r P a r ty  are n o t to  b lam e fo r  
th is  defeat. T hey  w e re  never 
g iven  an o p p o rtu n ity  to  en
dorse th e  po lic ies  o f B evan  and 
G a its k e ll. Each conference since 
1955 w h ic h  has adop ted p o lic y  
s tatem ents had n o t the  s lig h t
est chance o f am endm ent b y  a 
cons tituency  o r a tra d e  un ion.

The Socialist Road

A  new  road has no w  to  be 
taken. T he  road to  socia lism  b y  
a u n ite d  s tru g g le  o f a ll le f t -  
w in g  m em bers o f th e  L a b o u r 
P a rty  and trade  un ions on the  
basis o f a soc ia lis t p o lic y . T h is  
road w i l l  be a h a rd  one a t f irs t, 
b u t th e re  is one th in g  w e  can 
re ly  upon the  T o ries  to  do now . 
T h e y  w i l l  proceed op en ly  u n 
d e r th e ir  tru e  co lors fo r  le g is 
la tio n  against the  trade  un ions, 
encourag ing  u n e m  p lo  y  m ent, 
ra is in g  ren ts  and red uc ing  the  
s tandard  o f l iv in g :  in  o th e r
w o rds  back to  the  th ir t ie s .

T he  cam paign fo r  a soc ia lis t 
p o lic y  w i l l  be s lo w  in  th e  be
g in n in g , b u t the  de feat at the  
e lec tion  is n o t a d e fin it iv e  de
fe a t fo r . th e  w o rk in g  class. I t  
is a p a r t ia l de feat w h ic h  can 
be p u t r ig h t  b y  the  prosecu tion  
o f the  class s trugg le  w h ic h  w i l l  
now  be stepped up  on a vast 
scale.

The whole fu ture of social
ists in the Labour P arty , there
fore, depends upon recognizing 
this class struggle and really  
campaigning for socialist p o li
cies today. They must break  
completely from  reformism and 
class collaboration.

The Tories w il l  not be v ic
torious u n til they defeat the 
w orking  class in  the factories 
and workshops. To w in  at a 
general election is one thing, 
to defeat ihe industrial w o rk 
ing class is quite another.

The American 
Way of Life

tue. There  is one sour note, h o w 
ever, in  th is  p e rfo rm an ce  o f c iv ic  
re s p o n s ib ility ; th a t is  th e  fa ilu re  
o f the  b ig  da ilies  to  de fend  T V  
w re s tlin g .

A po log is ts  fo r  th e  s in fu l T V  
m oguls c la im  th a t T V  w re s tlin g  
is f ix e d ; so w h a t’s w ro n g  w ith  
f ix in g  the  contests in  w h ic h  egg
heads groan, sw eat and lip -b ite  
be fo re  w in n in g  w ith  th e  answ er 
th e y  w e re  coached on?

T he com parison  does a g rave  
in ju s tic e  to  th e  T V  w re s tlin g  
stars. &ure, the  e x h ib it io n s  are 
fixed . I f  th e y  w e re n ’t  h o w  cou ld  
y ou  en jo y  them ? K n o w in g  th a t 
th e  cho reography  has been 
w o rk e d  o u t in  advance l ik e  a 
ba lle t, you  can re la x . The show  
w o n ’t  ru n  ove rtim e . N o  one’s go
in g  to  get h u r t.  T he  actors w i l l  
be "back aga in  to m o rro w  n ig h t.

T he  in ju s tic e  is n o t done by  
te ll in g  th e  w o r ld  th a t T V  w re s t
l in g  is fixed . T he  in ju s tic e  is to  
com pare th e  s k i l l  and oven a r t is 
t r y  o f the  w re s tle rs  w ith  th e  m is - 

A  soc ia lis t p o lic y  fo r  L a b o u r e rab le  pe rfo rm ances o f th e  fa k e  
is a lrea dy  a t hand , i t  has been | eggheads in  the  T V  qu iz  e x h i-  
adopted b y  tens o f thousands ! b itions .

In Defense of T V  W restling
I  suppose everyone knows the scandalous deta ils 

about the T V  quiz shows. You can’t  miss them  i f  you read 
the papers, fo r  they are p lay ing  the exposure of T V  up  
b ig , as is th e  d u ty  o f theset- 
w a tchdogs o f th e  c o u n try ’s v ir -

o f w o rk e rs  th ro u g h o u t the  
c o u n try . T h is  is the  p o lic y  o f 
the  N a tio n a l A ssem b ly  o f L a 
b o u r w h ic h  meets on N ovem 
ber 15.

•  A n  end to the m anufac
ture of the H-bom b.

•  The strengthening of the 
fight for the 40-hour week, 
higher wages, defense of jobs 
and defense of shop stewards, 
against rent increases.

•  A  fight for the extension 
of nationalization.

•  A  fight against oppression 
in  the colonies and against 
racialism in  B rita in .

•  A  tight against the bans 
and proscriptions inside the 
Labour P arty  and the trade  
unions.

The N a tio n a l A ssem b ly  o f 
L a b o u r w i l l  p ro v id e  a g reat 
d iscussion fo ru m  on the  lessons 
o f the  genera l s tr ik e

O f course, those w h o  p layed  
th e  egghead ro les  w e re  s t r ic t ly  
am ateur, w h ile  th e  w re s tle rs  are 
processionals w ith  lo ng  e x p e r i
ence on th e  boards. N everthe less, 
re c a ll w h a t th e  qu iz  sc rip ts  c a ll
ed fo r :

A n  in d iv id u a l s its  in  an u p 
r ig h t  c o ff in  w ith  earphones on 
h is  head. H is  sw eat is a r t if ic ia lly  
p roduced  b y  h o t K lie g  lig h ts  and 
la ck  o f v e n tila tio n . H e  tw ich es  
ne rvou s ly . T h ro u g h  58,000,000 
T V  screens, breath less A m e rica  
g lues its  eyes on h im . T he  in 
te lle c tu a l genius gives th e  r ig h t  
answer. “ 2 a.m., F r id a y , O ct. 12, 
1492.”  F ro m  coast to  coast A m e r
ica app lauds in  envy. H e  d id  i t !  
A n d  fo r  th is  he gets a b u cke t 
o f m on ey  —  $10,000, $25,000, 
$64,000, m aybe $100,000.

N o w  ta ke  th e  T V  w re s tle r. He 
know s th a t th e  audience know s

The N a tio n a l A ssem bly o f , tha t the  ro u tin e  has been decid- 
L a b o u r w i l l  dem and an im m e - ! ed in  advance. D esp ite  th e  ha n - 
d ia te  em ergency n a tio n a l con- 1 d icap he puts on a da zz lin g  p e r- 
ference o f th e  L a b o u r P a rty , fo rm ance . H e m akes l ik e  Tarzan,
so th a t the  o ld  gang o f r ig h t-  
w in g  T o ry  fe llo w -tra v e lle rs  can 
be rem oved and p re pa ra tion s  
la id  fo r  a new  leadersh ip  and 
a soc ia lis t p o lic y .

an In d ia n  ch ie f, a k ic k in g  m u le , 
a p re tze l. F ix e d  o f  course. B u t 
you  t r y  m a k in g  l ik e  a p re tze l 
and i t ’ l l  ta k e  a h o s p ita l to  u n tie  
you.

H e flies o ff  th e  ropes 10 fe e t 
in to  the  a ir  to  p u t h is secre t ho ld , 
the  d ive -b om b , on  h is  opponent. 
H is  opponent c le v e r ly  ducks, as 
th e  f ix  ca lls  fo r, and  th e  hu m an  
w h ir ly b ir d  lands f la t  on  th e  can
vas, o u t co ld . F ixe d , o f  course, 
b u t you  t r y  i t  on  th e  L v in g  roo m  
rug .

Beside th e  m a in  ac tio n  in  th e  
p lo t, sub tle tie s  are n o t o v e r
looked. Connoisseurs o f th e  a rt, 
k n o w in g  these s ly  touches, can 
a lw ays  te l l  th e  he ro  f ro m  th e  
v il la in .  T he  v i l la in  w o n ’t  shake 
hands. H e sneers. H e  leers. H e  
uses d i r t y  ho lds. H e  swears a t 
th e  fans. W hen he w in s  th e  f irs t  
o r  second fa l l  he  dem onstra tes 
th a t he ’s som e th in g  o f an  egg
head b y  p o in tin g  k n o w in g ly  to  
h is  o w n  s k u ll.  H e  apprecia tes the  
b ra in s  i t  takes to  w in  th e  f irs t  o r  
second fa ll .

The  he ro  looks clean. H e figh ts  
clean. )He is c lean no  m a tte r  
h o w  he sweats. H e  ty p if ie s  
A m e ric a n  spo rtsm ansh ip . H e  
tru s ts  in  h u m an  na tu re . O fte n  he 
is even s tu p id , w a lk in g  w id e - 
eyed in to  th e  d i r ty  tra p s  set b y  
th e  v il la in .  B u t  h is  d a nd e r can 
be aroused b y  fo u l tac tics . T hen  
righteousness shows its  po w e r. 
T he  v il la in ,  a l l 300 pounds, is 
th ro w n  a round  th e  r in g  l ik e  a 
sack o f fea thers.

W h a t do these h a rd -w o rk in g  
a rtis ts  get fo r  such d ra m a tic  p e r
form ances? Peanuts!

O K . So th e y  c la im  th e  T V  q u iz  
shows w e re n ’t  an y  m ore  fix e d  
th a n  w re s tlin g . Good. L e t ’s com 
b ine  them . L e t  th e  V a n  D orens 
ta ke  u p  w re s tlin g  to  im p ro v e  
th e ir  ac ting . A n d  le t  th e  w re s t
le rs  ta ke  up  an sw e ring  q u iz  
questions to  im p ro v e  th e ir  pay.

T V  w re s tl in g  w i l l  th e n  l ig h t  
up  58,000,000 screens each w e e k  
and th e  a r t is t ic  le v e l o f th e  T V  
qu iz  shows w i l l  becom e som e
th in g  A m e ric a  can p ro u d ly  d is 
p la y  to  th e  w h o le  w o r ld .

Im a g in e  th e  suspense and e x 
c ite m e n t w h e n  th e  re fe re e  asks 
the  con testants as th e y  groan, 
sw eat and m ake faces in  a doub
le -a rm , scissors-stre tch  1 e g -  
s trang le , “ F o r $64,000 w h a t was 
th e  m id d le  nam e o f th e  person 
w h o  f irs t  used th e  w o rd  phoney, 
in  w h a t c o u n try  is th e  w o rd  m ost 
fre q u e n tly  used, and w h y  is its  
p o p u la r ity  l ik e ly  to  increase?”

— Paul Abbott

Headlines in Other Lands
Rhinoceros W ins 
Brazil Election

Cacareco, a fem a le  rh in o c e r
os, is  th e  “ peop le ’s cho ice”  in  
Sao Pau lo , B ra z il’s la rges t c ity . 
She astounded th e  c ity  fa the rs  
w h en  she w o n  a la n d s lid e  v ic 
to ry  in  th e  m u n ic ip a l e lections 
la s t w eek. Cacareco was a can
d ida te  o f th e  “ Ind ependen t 
P a r ty ”  and  rece ived  102,620 
w r ite - in  votes (m ore  th a n  10% 
o f 911,705 votes cast) —  one o f 
th e  h igh es t votes rece ived  b y  a 
lo c a l cand ida te  in  B ra z il’s recen t 
h is to ry .

Cacareco has been d isqu a lifie d  
b y  lo ca l p o lit ic ia n s  b u t  h e r cam 
pa ign  c o n s titu te d  a d ra m a tic  
p ro te s t aga inst B ra z ilia n  p o lit ic s  
and the  h ig h  cost o f  liv in g .  I n 
sp ired  to  w r ite  a song abou t th e  
in c id e n t a lo ca l s o n g w rite r  c ites 
m ea t and b read  shortages and 
“ c h ild re n  w ith o u t school”  in  h is  
ly r ic s . The chorus: “ C o m p la in ts  
o f th e  n a tio n  fo u n d  no echo. A n d  
elected was Cacareco.”

A lth o u g h  Cacareco was de 
p r iv e d  o f h e r r ig h t fu l  seat on  the  
Sao P au lo  c ity  cou nc il, h e r e x 
am p le  has in s p ire d  o th e r a n i
m als. She and tw o  o th e r “ non- 
hum ans”  have  been reg istered-as 
candidates in  th e  N ov. 8 c ity  
e lections in  P o rto  A le g re , B ra z il. 
H e re  th e  rh inoce ros  has been 
jo in e d  b y  a b la c k  b u ll and a goat 
to  oppose 212 hu m an  candidates. 
T h e ir  p la tfo rm  —  op po s ition  to 
th e  g ira ffe - lik e  cost o f liv in g .

"W ar Is W ar"
— Depending on 
W ho Threatens It

T h e ’ U.S. G ove rn m en t was 
q u ic k  to  condem n statem ents 
made b y  Chinese C o m m un is t 
P a r ty  o ffic ia ls  th a t no fo re ig n  
in te rfe re n ce  can p re v e n t T a iw a n  
fro m  be ing  re u n ifie d  w ith  the  
Chinese m a in la nd . U n de r-S ecre 
ta ry  o f S tate, D oug las D illo n  was 
p o s it iv e ly  ou traged. “ W e f ir m 
ly  re je c t,”  he said on Oct. 7, “ the  
a ttem p ts  b y  C o m m un is t leaders 
to  ju s t i fy  w h a t th e y  c a ll ‘ju s t 
re v o lu tio n a ry  w a rs ’ o r  ‘w a rs  o f 
lib e ra tio n .’ W a r is w a r, no  m a t
te r  w h e re  o r w h y  i t  m ay  be 
fo u g h t.”

T h ree  days la te r  C h ian g  K a i-  
shek c la im ed , in  a speech, th a t 
h is  la s t y e a r’s “ v ic to ry ”  ove r 
P e k in g  “ in  th e  B a tt le  o f Que- 
m o y ”  ha d  b ro u g h t th a t  reg im e  
to  th e  “ b r in k  o f to ta l co llapse.”  
“ A lth o u g h ,”  he  said, “ w e  have 
n o t y e t s ta rte d  o u r  m il i ta r y  
cou n te r-o ffen s ive  . . . th e  B a tt le  
o f Q uem oy . . . p ro ve d  th a t th is  
is a dec is ive  y e a r and th a t  w e  
s h a ll succeed in  o u r ta sk  o f 
cou n te r-o ffen s ive .”

C h iang  spoke on  th e  a n n iv e r
sa ry  o f th e  1911 C hinese re v o lu 
tio n . P res ide n t E ise nh ow e r sent 
h im  a w e ll-w is h in g  no te  on  the  
occasion.

Living Conditions 
Improving in 
East Germany

East G e rm an y  has the  lo o k  o f 
a go ing  concern, says S ydney 
G ruson in  th e  Oct. 12 N e w  
Y o rk  T im es, a f te r  a b r ie f  t r ip  
to  th e  S ov ie tized  p a r t  o f G e r
m any.

“ I f  the re  is no elegance and 
l i t t le  lu x u ry  in  l iv in g  in  East 
G erm an y now , n e ith e r is the re  
any serious w a n t. E ven  m ore 
im p o rta n t, the  shops have f in a l
ly  begun to  re flec t some o f the  
prom ises o f elegance and lu x 
u ry  to  come.”

M a n y  o f the  peop le in te r 
v ie w ed  g ru m b le d  abou t the  
la c k  o f freedom  and the  inces
san t propaganda. “ B u t a ll 
th o u g h t th a t l i fe  was fa r  b e tte r 
now  th a n  tw o  o r th ree  years 
ago, th a t  the  po lice  w e re  less 
ub iq u ito u s  and less p ry in g  and 
th a t the re  was no m ood o r w is h  
fo r  re b e llio n  in  the  la n d .”

Y o u n g e r peop le  spoke en 
th u s ia s tic a lly  o f the  chance 
th e y  w e re  g e ttin g  fo r  fre e  ed u 
cation . O ld e r people th o u g h t 
th e y  w e re  b e tte r  o ff th a n  th e  
W est G erm ans on he a lth  ser
v ices and on pensions.

V e ry  fe w  people spoke to  
G ruson abou t t r y in g  to  escape, 
a lth o u g h  some 3,000 people s t i l l  
cross fro m  East G e rm an y  to  
W est G e rm an y  each m on th . 
Said one y o u th : “ W e ll, th in g s  
are n o t so bad now . A n d  w e 
kn o w  th a t w e  a lw ays  can go i f  
the y  s ta r t to  ge t as to u g h  w ith  
us as th e y  used to  be.”

Spanish Students 

Score U.S. Support 
O f Franco Regime

“ Y ou  A m e rica n s  are la rg e ly  
to  b lam e fo r  w h a t S pa in  is tod ay . 
A m e ric a  w a n ts  to  lead  th e  fre e  
w o r ld  and s top  com m un ism . 
H o w  do y o u  do it?  B y  basing 
y o u r  p o w e r on  th e  m ost b a ck 
w a rd  elem ents. In  tw o  w eeks —  
b y  c u tt in g  o ff  o i l —  y o u  co u ld  
fo rce  F ranco  to  h is  knees . . .”  
These b it te r  w o rd s  f ro m  one o f  
S pa in 's  g ro w in g  a rm y  o f a n g ry  
yo u n g  m en  and w om en, re fle c t 
th e  h a tre d  o f  u n iv e rs ity  s tu 
dents fo r  th e  F ranco  reg im e . A l 
tho ugh  95% o f  th e  70,000 s tu 
dents com e fro m  w e ll- to -d o  fa m 
ilies' o n ly  a t in y  m in o r ity  sup
p o r t  F ranco .

“ Y o u r V o ice  o f A m e ric a  ca lls  
S pa in  one o f th e  ‘fre e  na tions ,’ ”  
th e  same s tu d e n t to ld  B e n ja m in  
W elles, N . Y . T im es co rrespon
dent, “ and w e  k n o w  i t  is  n o t 
tru e . So w e  n e v e r lis te n  now.- 
W e lis te n  to  th e  C o m m u n is t 
ra d io  in  P rague , instead, because 
i t  a t least c ritic ize s  th is  reg im e .”

D isgus t w i th  th e  reg im e ’s 
c o n tro l o f p ropaganda w as e x 
pressed by  a yo u n g  w o m a n  s tu 
d e n t w h o  said: “ W e are s ic k  to  
death  o f th e  C iv i l  W a r an d  th e  
F a lange . . . A l l  th is  re g im e  does 
is e x a lt  its  ‘v ic to ry ’ o v e r o th e r 
Span iards, th e  w o n d e rfu l ‘M o ve 
m e n t.’ W e w a n t an end to  i t . . . ”

Shook-Up Dictator 

Ousts Senators
B a d ly  shaken b y  re v o lu t io n a ry  

deve lopm ents in  th e  C a rribe an , 
H a it ia n  d ic ta to r F ranco is  D u - 
v a lie r  ousted s ix  o f H a it i ’s 21- 
senators b y  decree on  O ct. 9. T he  
s ix  senators w e re  cha rged w ith  
p lo t t in g  an in va s io n  o f H a it i  and 
o f co n sp ir in g  to  estab lish  a 
“ C o m m un is t s ta te .”

A l l  s ix  senators, w h o  w e re  
once fo llo w e rs  o f  D u v a lie r , de 
n ied  th e  charges. O f th e  s ix  o n ly  
S enato r Y v a n  M oreau  rem a ins  
a t la rge  in  H a it i.  O thers  a re  in  
e x ile  o r  u n d e r th e  p ro te c tio n  o f 
fo re ig n  embassies.

Labor Party Defeat in Britain 
Laid to Right-Wing Leadership



How T V  Distorted 
W h at Khrushchev 
Said on U.S. Trip
Editor:

I  can ’t  he lp  b lo w in g  up som e
tim es, th o u g h  I  kn o w  i t ’s use
less. H e re ’s a le tte r  I  sent to 
the  m a jo r T V  n e tw o rks  in  
w h ic h  I  to ld  them  o ff about 
the  w a y  th e y  hand led  K h ru s h 
chev ’s tou r.
“ G en tlem en :

“ W ith  re ference to  y o u r  v a r 
ious o ff- th e -c u ff com m enta to rs  
and m a tu re r (?) ana lys ts  o f 
th e  K h ru s h c h e v  v is it ,  th e y  d is 
p laye d  one obv ious a tt itu d e  in  
com m on. N a m e ly , a s e lf- r ig h t
eous, condescending one, as to  
w h a t the  p ra c tic a lly  th e  a d m it
te d ly  im p e rfe c t M r. K  said and 
djd. . . .

“ M a n y  o f the  c r it ic is m s  cou ld 
ea s ily  be show n in v a lid ,  i f  re 
b u tta ls  w e re  possib le on the  
a irw aves . F o r exam p le  th a t 
s ta tem en t dem o lish ing  (to  the 
e v id e n t sa tis fa c tion  o f the  com 
m e n ta to r) thé  K . assertion, th a t 
th e re  are no taxes in  Russia. 
The c r it ic  c o n v e n ie n tly  d id  no t 
m en tio n  such bene fits  to  the  
people the re  as h e a lth  and o ld - 
age care w h en  he dragged in  
th e . h ig h  c u rre n t cost o f a u to 
m ob iles  the re . . . .

“ A ls o  an o the r M on da y  e x 
p e r t  m u lt ip lie d  M r. K . ’s $28 
b ill io n s  fo r  h is m il i ta r y  defense 
in to  some $66 b ill io n s ; b u t  he 
fa ile d  s im ila r ly  to m u lt ip ly  ou r 
m uch  m ore  w a s te fu l $42 b illio n s  
and ba ck-do o r exp en d itu re s  and 
to  say th a t th e irs  is n e a r ly  a ll 
on  th e ir  ow n  so il, w h ile  ours 
is m o s tly  on 950 w o r ld -e n c irc l
in g  m il i ta r y  bases. . . .”

A  Subscriber 
Greensburg, Pa.

W hy Socialists 
Do Best N ot Voting  
For A ny Liberal
Editor:

In  the  Oct. 5 M il ita n t ,  Dana 
P la tt  agrees th a t the  “ p r im e  
o b je c tiv e  o f socia lis ts  shou ld  
be to  ge t soc ia lis t candidates 
on th e  b a llo t  in  as m any places 
as possib le —  in c lu d in g  the  
P re s id e n tia l race.”

A f te r  th is  e x c e lle n t s ta te 
m en t, how ever, som eth ing  n o t 
so exce lle n t is suggested: “ B u t 
fa i l in g  th is , I  see no reason 
w h y  th e y  sho u ldn ’t  vo te  fo r, 
W ith o u t a c tiv e ly  sup po rting , 
l ib e ra l c a p ita lis t cand idates as 
aga inst o u tr ig h t  reac tiona ries .”

I t  seems to  m e th a t  i f  you 
vo te  fo r  a c a p ita lis t cand ida te  
y o u  are s u p p o rtin g  h im  —  and 
in  a v e ry  ac tive  w ay, since you 
h e lp  p u t h im  in  office . Even 
th e  ju s tif ic a tio n  offe red fo r  such 
a  vo te  cons titu tes  aé tive  sup 
p o rt, doesn’t  it?

C om rade P la tt  argues th a t 
v o t in g  fo r  lib e ra ls  “ c e rta in ly  
w o u ld  be no d iss ipa tion  o f v a l
uab le  soc ia lis t energy b u t the  
re co g n itio n  th a t w h a te v e r so
c ia l ga ins can be ach ieved u n 
d e r ca p ita lis m  shou ld  be sup
p o rte d  b y  socia lis ts  as stepp ing  
stones to  socia lism .”

F irs t  o f a ll, experience  in d i
cates th a t you  can’t  ge t to  so
c ia lis m  b y  s tepp ing  stones sup 
p lie d  b y  c a p ita lis t p o lit ic ia n s . 
W hen yo u  ge t close to  soc ia l
ism , th e y  take  a fasc is t sledge 
h a m m er and smash them . W e 
saw  th is  in  I ta ly ,  G erm an y and 
S pa in , to  m e n tio n  the  m ost 
p ro m in e n t exam ples.

Second ly, re lia n ce  upon  l i b 
era ls  fo r  a progress ive  course 
ind ica tes  considerab le  illus ions . 
T he  lib e ra l W oo d ro w  W ilson  
p rom ised  to  keep A m e ric a  ou t 
o f w a r. H e de live re d  b y  p lu n g 
in g  the  c o u n try  in to  W o rld  
W a r I.

A n o th e r  g rea t lib e ra l, F ra n k 
l in  D . Roosevelt, p rom ised  
“ aga in  and aga in  and aga in ,”  
w a sn ’t  it ,  n o t to  send o u r boys 
to  an y  fo re ig n  ba ttle fie lds . He 
sen t the m  to  the  b lood iest b a t
t le fie ld s  th e  w o r ld  has y e t seen.

“ F a ir  D e a l”  T ru m a n  p rom ised 
repea l o f the  T a ft-H a r t le y  la w . 
H e  fo rg o t the  p rom ise  w h en  he 
w as sa fe ly  back  in  th e  W h ite  
House. A n d  the n  —  w e ll,  can 
anyone fo rg e t Korea?

T he  ty p ic a l e v o lu tio n  o f a 
l ib e ra l is  w e ll in d ica ted  by  
CJrval Faubus, go ve rn o r o f A r 
kansas. A t  one tim e  he was 
rega rded  as an ou ts ta nd ing  
S ou the rn  lib e ra l.  A n d  he was. 
B u t  w h en  the  race-ha te rs  m ob
iliz e d , he n o t o n ly  caved in  as 
a ' l ib e r a l;  he  sought to  become 
th e ir  leader. H o w  w e ll he suc
ceeded is kn o w n  to  everyone. 
N ow , w o u ld n ’t  a soc ia lis t look  
fo o lis h  —  a t best —  i f  he had 
vo te d  fo r  Faubus because no 
soc ia lis t was ru n n in g  in  A r 
kansas and th is  D em ocra t was 
the  lib e ra l b u ild in g  s tepp ing 
stones to  socialism ?

L e t ’s ta ke  the  seem ing ly  
ha rdes t possib le exam p le  fa c 
in g  a soc ia lis t a t the  po lls : a 
tra d e -u n io n is t w h o  has bucked 
th e  D em ocra tic  m achine, w ho  
is backed by  la b o r o ffic ia ld om  
and w h o  en joys a lo t  o f popu
la r  suppo rt. M oreove r, no so
c ia lis t happens to be con testing  
th e  office.

A s  I  see it ,  such a cand idate  
fa lls  in to  one o f the  fo llo w in g  
categories:

(1) H e  has good in te n tio n s

b u t he doesn’t  k n o w  any b e t
te r.

(2) He is a sh rew d  cookie ou t 
to m ake a nam e fo r  h im s e lf as 
an a n ti-m a ch in e  cand idate , a f t 
er w h ic h  he w i l l  m ake a deal 
w ith  the  p a r ty  bosses.

(3) D espite  appearances he is 
.s im p ly  a s ta lk in g  horse, pu i 
ou t b y  the  m ach ine, to  a ttra c t 
the la b o r vote.

U n d e r any o f these categories 
is i t  possib le fo r  a soc ia lis t to 
sup po rt h im  w ith o u t com p ro 
m is in g  soc ia lis t p rinc ip le s?  I  
th in k  not.

E ven in  th e  f irs t  case, a so- 
ia lis t  o f a l l people shou ld  re 
m em ber w h a t the  road  to  h e ll 
.is paved w ith .

T. H . McGuiness
New  Y o rk

Doubts Bureaucrats 
A re  Really Inclined 
To Change Politics
Editor:

U n fo r tu n a te ly  I  was unab le  
to  a tten d  the  m ee ting  o f the  
U n ite d  Ind epe nd en t* S oc ia lis t 
C o m m itte e  and so was v e ry  
happy to read the lo n g  d iscus
sion o f i t  in  the  M il i ta n t  of 
O ctober 5.

I  have lo n g  supported  the  
p o s itio n  o f ru n n in g  independent 
soc ia lis t candidates. A n d  in  the 
1960 e lec tion  i t  w o u ld  be a set
back fo r  soc ia lis t propaganda 
and educa tion  i f  the re  w e re  no 
soc ia lis t cand ida te  in  the  fie ld .

I t  is n o t o n ly  im p o rta n t to  
ru n  candidates b u t candidates 
w h o  re fle c t a m il i ta n t  p rogram . 
I  have a lw ays  be lieved  th a t the 
em phasis o f the  S oc ia lis t W o rk 
ers P a r ty  in  a tta c k in g  and e x 
posing the  ro le  o f the  la b o r 
bu reaucracy  has been one o f 
its  m ost im p o rta n t c o n tr ib u 
tions to  soc ia lis t education .

H o w e v e r w hen I  read the  
e xce rp t fro m  M u r ry  W eiss’s 
speech in  the  M il i ta n t  o f O cto 
ber 5, I  w o nd e r w h e th e r in  the  
in te res ts  o f a u n ite d  f ro n t  th a t 
the  incisiveness o f soc ia lis t an
a lys is  is be ing  weakened. Spec
if ic a lly  I  re fe r to  M u r ry  W eiss’ 
s ta tem en t “ . . . the re  are m any 
im p o rta n t in d ica tio n s  th a t the  
N egro  people, the  w o rk e rs  and 
even sections of ihe bureau
cracy are s t ir r in g .”  (B o ld face 
added.)

I  hope I  am  n o t p u ll in g  th is  
ou t o f c o n te x t b u t I  am d is 
tu rb e d  w h y  anyone, c e rta in ly  
someone l ik e  M u r ry  Weiss, 
w o u ld  w a n t to  in c lu d e  the  la 
b o r bu rea ucracy  —  o r even 
sections o f the  la b o r  bu rea uc
racy  —  on the  le v e l w i th  the  
N egro  people and the w o rke rs . 
Do w e now  have to  beg in  re 
m in d in g  each o th e r o f the 
fu n d a m e n ta lly  d iffe re n t in te r 
ests be tw een the  tw o  groups?

T here  is no question  th a t a 
series o f quo ta tions  cou ld  be 
sup p lied  p resen ting  the  rad ica l 
sound ing  statem ents o f some o f 
the  la b o r fa ke rs  in  recen t 
m onths. B u t w h a t does i t  
mean? T h a t th e y  -can be d is 
cussed in  the  same b re a th  w ith  
the  s tr iv in g s  o f the  N egro  peo
p le  and the  w o rk e rs  fo r  peace, 
fo r  a b e tte r l i fe  —  and to  th ro w  
o ff the  dead ly  and re a c tio n a ry  
w e ig h t o f the  la b o r bu rea uc
racy? W h y  ig no re  the  fu n d a 
m en ta l differences?

I f  some bu reaucra ts  are now  
exe cu tin g  some fa n cy  steps n o t 
to  get cau gh t too  fa r  b e h ind  th e  
progressive  s tr iv in g s  o f the 
people, le t  us n o t fo rg e t th a t 
some sections o f the  bu rea uc
racy a lw ays  m ove “ le f t ”  in  o r 
de r to be in  a b e tte r p o s itio n  
to  decap ita te  the  genu ine  le f t 
w a rd  m ovem en t o f the  N egro  
people and the  w o rke rs . H o w  
can w e fo rg e t the  lessons o f 
h is to ry , th e  h is to ry  o f th e  be 
tra y a l b y  the  la b o r bu reauc
racy?

W hen the  soc ia lis t m ovem en t 
s ta rts  to  c u t corners in  the  in 
te rest o f some ta c tic a l m aneu
ver, i t  m ay appear c le ve r and 
“ p ra c tic a l.”  The effects to m o r
ro w  can o n ly  be d isastrous; w e 
w i l l  be la y in g  the  seeds fo r  to 
m o rro w ’s defeats.

Steve Radowsky
N ew  Y o rk  C ity

(In  the paragraph quoted by 
Steve Racjowsky, M u rry  Weiss 
sought no more than to report 
the fact that a section of the 
union bureaucracy had expres
sed misgivings about the top 
labor leaders' political policies. 
The stirrings among the union 
officials only underline how  
much discontent exists among 
the Negro people and the w o rk 
ers. Weiss' central point, how 
ever, was ■ that rank-and-file  
striving for working-class poli
tical independence stands in 
danger of being bottled up by 
the labor bureaucracy, just as 
it repeatedly was in the 1930's. 
This point was made in  the 
paragraph following the one 
Steve Radowsky quoted. U n 
fortunately, space did not allow  
us lo p rin t Weiss' speech in  
fu ll, for he deal! w ith  the 
treacherous role of ihe labor 
bureaucracy in other sections 
of his remarks as w ell. In  an 
early issue, we hope lo deal 
extensively w ith  the problem  
pinpointed by Steve Radowsky. 
—  Editor.)

W hat's the Truth  
A bout Steel Wages 
And Price of Steel?
Editor:

The fo llo w in g  le t te r , , w h ic h  
appeared in  a recent issue o f 
the  D e nve r Post, w i l l  u n d o u b t
e d ly  be o f in te res t to M il i ta n t  
readers, espec ia lly  m em bers of 
(he S tee lw o rke rs  un ion . The 
a u th o r has e v id e n tly  g iven  con
s iderab le  th o u g h t to  the  re la 
t io n  (o r la c k  o f re la tio n ) be
tw een w age rises and p rice  
h ikes.

O. T . R.

Editor:
I  d o u b t i f  one person in  sev

e ra l thousand o f the  genera l 
p u b lic  —  in c lu d in g  S te e lw o rk 
ers —  is f u l ly  aw are  o f the  fa c t 
th a t the  prices (and the re fo re  
the  p ro fits ) set' by  the  steel, in 
d u s try  are N O T  based on sup 
p ly  and dem and b u t are a l
m ost w h o lly  a rb it ra ry  and are 
ca lled  “ a d m in is te red  p rices”  —  
a te rm  o rig in a te d  b y  D r. G a rd 
in e r C. M eans, and defined 
th u s ly : “ W e have  an a d m in is t
ered p rice  w h en  a com pany 
m a in ta in s  a posted p r ice  at 
w h ic h  i t  w i l l  m ake sales or 
s im p ly  has its  ow n prices a t 
w h ich  buye rs  m ay purchase o r 
no t as th e y  w ish .

“ The c r it ic a l question  is 
w he the r, w hen dem and fa lls  
o ff, p rice  is m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h  
a decrease in  p ro d u c tio n  . . . 
w here  th is  occurs, the  p rice  is 
n o t o n ly  ad m in is te red  in  the 
sense th a t i t  is ‘set’ and ‘m a in 
ta in e d ’ b u t in  a d d itio n  i t  is 
c le a r ly  in sen s itive  to  the  m a r
k e t . . . These are the  prices 
w ith  the  p o te n tia l fo r  in d u c in g  
econom ic d istress.”

T h a t th e  p rice  o f steel is 
m a in ta in e d  th ro u g h  a decrease 
in  p ro d u c tio n  shou ld  be a b u n 
d a n tly  d e a r  to  anyone w h o  can 
rem em ber ju s t  one ye a r ago 
d u r in g  the  recession. W e S tee l
w o rke rs  rem e m be r v e ry  w e ll 
the  la y -o ffs  and the  sho rte r 
w o rk  weeks, w h ic h  c e rta in ly  
induced  “ econom ic d istress.”

The  p rice  m a ke r in  an a d m in 
is te red  p r ice  in d u s try  is  con
cerned w ith  (1) h is  costs, (2) 
the  dem and fo r  the  p ro du c t, 
and (3) th e  rea c tion  o f his 
com petito rs . The lo n g  h is to ry  
o f ac tio n  b y  the  go ve rnm en t 
against the  stee l in d u s try  fo r  
m on op o lis tic  p ractices (1920 to 
the  presen t t im e ) ind ica tes th a t 
“ the  rea c tion  o f co m p e tito rs ”  
has n o t bo thered  the  in d u s try  
ap p re c ia b ly  fo r  fo r ty  years. 
F u rth e r, since the  in d u s try  con 
tro ls  the  dem and fo r  the  p ro 
du c t b y  the s im p le  exped ien t 
o f m a in ta in in g  th e ir  p rices b y  
reduc ing  p ro d u c tio n , the  second 
ite m  is o f no concern to  them . 
Th is  leaves o n ly  the  f irs t, costs. 
S pe c ifica lly , th e  wages o f the  
steel w o rke rs .

In  sho rt, the  w h o le  p h ilo s 
o p hy  o f the  steel in d u s try , once 
the  facts are kn o w n , is one o f 
desire fo r  com p le te  co n tro l o f 
a l l econom ic fac to rs  concern ing  
th e ir  p r ice -m a k in g . T h a t the 
S te e lw o rk e r ob jects to  th is , and 
r ig h t ly  so, is a te r r if ic  th p rn  in  
the  side o f th e  in d u s try .

Le s t i t  be in fe rre d  th a t I  be 
lie v e  the  in d u s try  to  be en
dow ed w ith  M a c h ia v e llia n  des
po tism , I  hasten to  add th a t I  
am  conv inced th a t th e ir  leaders 
are p e r fe c tly  s incere in  th e ir  
b e lie f th a t co m p e titio n  means 
ra is in g  th e ir  p rices to  m ee t the 
o th e r f irm s ’ ; th a t th e y  are p e r
fe c t ly  s incere in  th e ir  b e lie f 
th a t the  average 1 steel w o rk e r  
has no business w a n tin g  to  hang 
on to  h is  jo b  w h en  au tom a tio n  
(salaam  to  progress) cou ld  do 
i t  b e tte r (?); th a t th e y  are p e r
fe c t ly  s incere in  th e ir  b e lie f 
th a t th e ir  d ire c to rs  are w o rth  
severa l hu nd red  thousand d o l
la rs  a yea r, each.

I t  is th is  v e ry  s in c e r ity  th a t 
fr ig h te n s  m e because i t  in d i
cates a ded ica tion  to  a p h i l 
osophy o f the  fu tu re  . . . th a t 
is to say, i t  means th a t th e ir  
s igh ts are tra in e d , exc lu s ive ly , 
on the  fu tu re  o f the  in d u s try  
w ith  to ta l, u t te r  d is regard  fo r  
the  present li fe t im e  o f the  steel 
w o rk e r  and the re fo re , b y  d e fi
n it io n , a to ta l unconcern  fo r  
the  average w o rk in g m a n  caugh t 
in  the  meshes o f advanc ing  
au tom a tio n  . . .  a w o rk in g m a n  
w h o  has b u t th is  one l i fe  to  
live .

B y  w h a t d iv in e  d ispensation 
the  ru les  o f the  steel in d u s try  
feel the y  have the r ig h t  to  p lay  
God, I  do n o t kno w . I  can on ly  
be g ra te fu l to  H im  th a t, h u n 
g ry  tho ugh  I  m ay  be, I  have 
m ore h u m ili ty .

Doris Sharp
Rank and file member
Local 3267 (C .F .& I.)
Beulah, Colo,

Inspired 
By "M ilitant"
Editor:

D on ’t  eve r le t  go o f y o u r  
grea t paper. E v e ry  t im e  I  read 
it ,  I  ge t a new  sp u rt o f fee lin g  
fo r  the  ha rdsh ips o f m y  fe llo w -  
men. In  a w o r ld  w h ere  s e lf- in 
te rest is b red  in to  the  best o f 
us, I  th ink , w e a ll need som e
th in g  l ik e  y q u r  paper to  con
t in u a l ly  re v iv e  ou r m ore  h u m 
an fee lings.

R. W .
Costa Mesa, Calif.
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... Auto Union
(C ontinued  fro m  Page I )

he concluded, was th a t the  
m em bers w ere  pressured in to  
re tu rn in g  to  w o rk  w ith  o n ly  
p a rt o f th e ir  dem ands won.

A  n u m b e r o f o th e r delegates 
spoke along the same vein. 
T h e ir  a tt itu d e  was w e ll in d i
cated b y  D e legate C lem ents of 
L o ca l 216, S ou th  G ate G enera l 
M o to rs  p la n t, w ho  concluded 
his in d ic tm e n t o f the  le a d e r
sh ip  by  say ing : O u r loca l un ion  
cannot sup po rt a. dues increase 
u n t i l  the  leadersh ip  dem on
stra tes th a t i t  is se rious ly  p re 
pared to  f ig h t fo r  a p ro g ra m  to 
im p ro v e  o u r wages, hou rs  and 
w o rk in g  cond itions.

A t  the  conclus ion  o f the  de 
bate, the  m o tio n  to  adop t the  
dues-increase package w h ic h  
had been scaled do w n  to  $5 a 
m on th  was adopted b y  a p p ro x 
im a te ly  a 75% m a jo r ity . A  de
m and fo r  a ro l l- c a ll vo te  was 
decla red sho rt o f the  necessary 
775 delegates re q u ire d  and re 
jected.

In  con tras t to  the  discussion 
o f the  dues issue the  debate on 
p o lit ic a l ac tio n  was re la t iv e ly  
m ild . T he  con ven tion  re so lu tion  
b a s ica lly  re ite ra te d  the  R eu the r 
p o lic y  o f w o rk in g  “ to w a rd  a 
re a lig n m e n t o f p o lit ic a l forces 
in  A m e rica  no w .”  I t  was made 
a b u n d a n tly  c lea r in  the  debate 
th a t w h a t was m eant was con 
t in u a tio n  o f su p p o rtin g  lib e ra l 
D em ocrats in  the  1960 e lection .

S peak ing  fo r  the  reso lu tion , 
v ice  p re s id e n t Leonard  W ood
cock gave an am azing p e r fo rm 
ance o f ups ide -dow n  log ic . “ D id  
o u r fr ie n d s  b e tra y  us in  the  
f irs t  session o f Congress rece n t
ly  concluded?”  he asked rh e 
to r ic a lly .  T hey  d id  no t, he a n 
swered. F o r i f  i t  h a d n ’t  been 
fo r  ou r fr ien ds , he a ffirm ed , the  
b i l l  th a t was f in a lly  enacted 
w o u ld  have been m uch worse.

One delegate observed in  his 
speech on the resolution that 
"everytim e we take a licking  
we adopt a resolution the same 
as before and congratulate our
selves by saying, it could have 
been worse.”

A  n u m b e r o f reso lu tions  in  
fa v o r o f the  fo rm a tio n  o f an 
independent la b o r p a r ty  w ere  
su b m itte d  b y  lo ca l un ions b u t 
w ere  n o t rep o rted  ou t b y  Reu- 
th e r ’s re so lu tio n  com m ittee . 
S evera l delegates spoke against 
the p o lic y  o f s u p p o rtin g  the  
D em ocra ts and fo r  a la b o r 
p a rty .

T he  o n ly  re a lly  organ ized 
g roup  a t the  con ven tion  was 
the R e u t h e r  a d m in is tra tio n  
caucus. T h is  caucus, eas ily  com 
p r is in g  a m a jo r ity  o f the  de le 
gates, m et on the  open ing  day 
o f the  conven tion . T he  tw o  is 
sues presented to  th e  caucus 
w ere  (1) sup po rt fo r  the  dues 
increase, and (2) a sla te  o f can
d ida tes fo r  the  e lec tion  o f o f
ficers.

In  the discussion on candi
dates, Robert Battle  I I I ,  of 
Ford Local 600, raised the 
question: How  long is it  going 
to be before a Negro is named 
by the adm inistration for the 
International Executive Board? 
This in itiated  a debate on w hat 
is for Reuther a very touchy 
question.

B a tt le  has been a lo n g -tim e  
m em ber o f the  R e u the r caucus. 
O th e r R e u the r suppo rte rs  at 
the  caucus m ee ting  con tinued  
to  press the  question  despite  
the  c lu m sy  a ttem p ts  o f the 
m ee ting  cha irm an  to  b rush  the  
issue aside. E nough hea t was 
generated to  com pel R e u the r to 
deal w ith  the  issue in  h is  sum 
m a ry  speech to  the  caucus 
m eeting . He was, he said, sym 
p a th e tic  to  the  asp ira tions  o f 
the  N e g ro  m em bers o f the  
U A W  fo r  rep rese n ta tio n  on the 
top  board.

H ow eve r, he declared, the  
U A W  cou ld  n o t solve the  p ro b 
le m  o f N egro  e q u a lity  w h ic h  
was a p ro b lem  fo r  the  w ho le  
na tion . In  a d d itio n , he repeated 
the  o ld  saw  abou t the  p r in c ip le  
o f e lec ting  o ffic ia ls -o n  the  basis 
o f q u a lific a tio n s  and n o t be
cause o f race, co lo r o r n a tio n 
a lity .  Y e t, ou t o f cons idera tion  
fo r  the  fe e lin g  expressed b y  the  
N egro  m em bers he w as th in k 
in g  .o f “ g ro o m in g ”  some o f the  
N egro  m em bers fo r  considera
t io n  at a la te r  date.

T h is  e xp la n a tio n  fa ile d  to 
sa tis fy  the  N egro  delegates b u t 
o u t o f caucus d is c ip lin e  and 
w ith  the  kno w le dg e  th a t w i th 
ou t a d m in is tra tio n  sup po rt none 
o f the  e lig ib le  N egro  leaders 
cou ld  be. elected, th e y  decided 
n o t to t r y  to  b re ak  the  a d m in 
is tra tio n  slate.

H ow eve r, d u r in g  no m in a tion s  
fro m  the  flo o r fo r  v ice  p re s i
dent, a nu m be r o f N egro  leaders 
w ere  nam ed. The no m in a tion s  
w e re  declined. B u t no tice  has 
been served th a t the  question  
o f N egro rep resen ta tion  w i l l  
no t be p e rm itte d  to  be shunted 
aside a t the  n e x t con ven tion—  
and the  best assurance o f th a t 
is the  fa c t th a t N egro  trade - 
un ion  m em bers are b e g inn ing  
to  organ ize to  f ig h t fo r  th e ir  
r ig h ts  instead o f seeking a 
ha nd ou t b y  the  top  w h ite  la b o r 
bureaucra ts.

Can Poison Be Removed?

Canadian government scientists have announced dis
covery of a chemical process which may eventually enable 
m ankind once again to enjoy m ilk  free from  cancer-pro
ducing strontium  90, one of the products of nuclear fallout. 
A t a reception in  N ew  Y o rk  Oct. 25 for D r. Linus Pauling, 
samples of ihe rare strontium -free m ilk  w ill be served. The  
receplion precedes an evening meeting at Carnegie H a ll 
where fhe noled opponent of atom-bomb tests w ill speak.

...Steelworkers' Motorcade
(C on tinued  fro m  Page 1) 

it .  Do you th in k  th a t noise is go
in g  to  h e lp  you  w in  th e  s tr ik e ? ”

T he steel w o rk e r  spokesm an 
said, “ W e th in k  the  m en have  a 
r ig h t  to  express th e ir  fee lin gs .”

“ Y ou  m ean to  te l l  m e th a t 
those m en  cam e here v o lu n ta r 
i ly ? ”  H a g e rty  snapped.

“ T h a t’s r ig h t.  A l l  o f those m en 
w o rk  in  the  p lan ts . So do bo th  
o f us. As a m a tte r o f fa c t the re  
isn ’t  a pa id  rep rese n ta tive  o f the  
u n io n  in  the  crow d . T hey  came 
here  on th e ir  o w n  t im e  and in  
th e ir  o w n  cars.”

“ I  don ’t  be lieve  i t , ”  H a g e rty  
said hea ted ly .

“ The p re s id en t can ’t  take  sides 
in  the  steel s tr ik e ,”  H a g e rty  a r 
gued. “ He has to  lo o k  o u t fo r  the  
in te res ts  o f a l l the  A m erican s .”

“ I ’m  an A m e rica n ,”  sa id  M c- 
Jan ne tt, “ A l l  th e  m en on the  
lin e  are A m ericans . T he  500,000 
stee l w o rk e rs  on > s tr ik e  are 
A m ericans. I f  Ik e  breaks o u r 
s tr ik e , h o w  is he go ing  to  be 
lo o k in g  o u t fo r  us?”

Not Im partia l

Sierras said, “ I f  Ik e  uses the  
in ju n c tio n , h e  is ta k in g  sides. I f  
he was go ing to  do it ,  he shou ld  
have in vo ke d  T a ft-H a r t le y  r ig h t  
in  the  beg inn ing . N o w  i t  is go ing 
to  h e lp  the  com panies and h u r t  
the  stee l w o rke rs . N o w  i t ’s n o th 
in g  b u t go ve rn m en t s tr ik e b re a k 
in g .”

H a g e rty  no ted  th a t the  s ta te 
m en t he had  been g ive n  was u n 
signed. S ie rras asked fo r  the  
sta tem ent, and p la c in g  i t  on  the 
lim ous ine , s igned it .

T he m ee ting  ended w ith  H ag- 
e r ty ’s p rom ise  th a t he w o u ld  
g ive  the  p re s id en t th e  sta tem ent.

T he  m otorcade th e n  proceeded 
b a ck -to  F on tana  w h e re  the  K a i
ser lo c a l’s soup k itc h e n  had been 
k e p t open past its  n o rm a l c los
in g  tim e  to  feed the  stee l w o rk 
ers.

The m otorcade  was a genu ine 
expression o f th e  m ilita n c y  
w h ic h  has been g ro w in g  in  the  
ranks o f the  stee l w o rk e rs  in  the  
Los A nge les grea since th e  
s tr ik e  began. G en e ra lly , the  
s tr ik e rs  ha te  T a f t-H a r t le y  and 
fee l th a t th e ir  u n io n  is in  rea l 
danger o f be ing  m u tila te d . They 
be lieve i t  w o u ld  be best to  s tay 
on the  p ic k e t lines u n t i l  an h o n 
o rab le  se ttle m e n t is made. T h is  
fe e lin g  o f d e te rm in a tio n  has be
gun to  f in d  expression in  the  
leadersh ip  o f th e  lo ca l un ions 
and le d  to  the  m oto rcade  p ro 
posal b y  officex-s o f L o c a l 2058.

In te rn a tio n a l o ffic ia ls  w e re  
coo l to  th e  px-oposal, and th e y

Calendar 
Of Euents

N E W  Y O R K  
"The Courts and Juvenile D e 

linquency." S peaker: S co tt K . 
G ray, J r., In d epe nd en t-S o c ia lis t 
cand ida te  fo r  A t to rn e y  G enera l 
in  th e  1958 N e w  Y o i’k  e lections. 
F r i., Oct. 23, 8:30 p.m ., 116 U n i
v e rs ity  P l a c e  (near U n io n  
Square). Ausp ices: M il i ta n t  L a 
bo r F o rum . C o n t iib u t io n  $1.

w o rk e d  be h in d  th e  scenes to 
con fine  th e  de m on s tra tion  to  L o 
ca l 2058. In  sp ite  o f th is , top  
o ffice rs  and  m em bers o f th re e  
o th e r loca ls —  1414, 2869 and 
5726 —  decided to  jo in  the  
m otorcade. P r e s i d e n t  M e i'le  
Johnson o f th e  la t te r  loca l and 
a w e ll-k n o w n  fig u re  in  S tee l
w o rk e r c irc les here  also p a r
tic ip a ted . T he  com bined m em 
bersh ip  o f the  p a r tic ip a tin g  lo 
cals exceeds 11,000.

N E G R O  V O T IN G
N um erous counties in  the  

S ou th  to ta l ly  exc lude  Negroes 
fro m  v o tin g , says M a rg a re t 
P rice  in  a re c e n t-s tu d y  fo r  the  
S ou the rn  R eg iona l C ounc il. F o r 
instance, 82% o f the  p o p u la tio n  
o f Low ndes C oun ty , A la ., is  N e 
gro, b u t th e re  are no N egro  
voters.

Detroit Pickets 
Score T-H Use 
In Steel Strike

By Jim Avery
D ETR O IT, Oct. 10 —  The D e tro it News, largest da ily  

paper here, got a big surprise when i t  sampled opin ion 
among s tr ik in g  Steelworkers at the tw o m a jo r steel 
p lan ts , G rea t Lakes and M e -*
L o u th , on E isenhow er’s m ove to 
in v o k e  Ihe  T a ft-H a r t le y  A c t 
against the  steel un ion .

Not one favorable comment 
could ihe News report in its tour 
of the p icket lines and union  
halls last night.

In  sp ite  o f th e  p in c h  fe l t  by  
m any on th e  e ig h ty -e ig h th  day 
o f th e ir  s tr ik e , s tr ik e rs ’ com 
m ents on E isenhow er ranged 
fro m  “ spine less”  to  “ b ig  b ro th e r 
to  b ig  stee l.”

F ra n k  S ca rfo rd , a p ic k e t cap
ta in  a t G rea t Lakes, had th is  to  
say: “ Jus t w h e n  w e have the  
steel com panies on the  ropes, the  
p res iden t has to  do a d i r ty  th in g  
lik e  th a t.”

W ill ia m  G a llig a n , fa th e r  o f 
fo u r, answered, “ I ’m  100 pe r cent 
be h ind  th e  un io n . E isenhow er 
p u lle d  a d ir ty  t r ic k  on  th e  o r 
d in a ry  w o rk in g  m an  b y  fo rc in g  
h im  to  go to  w o rk  aga inst h is 
w ishes.”

Joh n  S advery , p re s id e n t o f 
Lo ca l 1299 a t G rea t Lakes, ac
cused th e  p re s id e n t o f be ing  a 
s tr ik e b re a k e r and a to o l o f b ig  
business.

E d w a rd  M cN am ara, U S W  fie ld  
rep rese n ta tive  in  th e  B a y  C ity -  
S ag inaw  area, con tacted  by  
phone, asserted, “ E v e ry  m an  in  
the  p lan ts  is u n ite d  in  h is  de
te rm in a tio n  n o t to  g ive  up  the  
benefits  in  o u r co n tra c t.”

A t  M c L o u th , p ic k e t W ill ia m  
D avidson, fa th e r  o f th re e  boys, 
b lam ed E isenhow er fo r  g iv in g  in  
to  b ig-business p r e s s u r e  to  
s to c k p ile  s tee l again. H e  co n 
c luded, “ N o w  ask m e, w h y  d id  
he w a it  so lo ng  to  use th e  T a ft-  
H a r tle y  la w ? ”  '

F e llo w  p icke t, D o rw in  B ite ly ,  
a scrap h a n d le r, asserted th a t 
“ n in e  o u t o f te n  m en fig u re  
th e y ’re  g e ttin g  a ra w  dea l f ro m  
E isenhow er. Y ou  can b e t nobody 
is go ing  to  b re a k  h is  hSck fo r  
the  com panies i f  he is  fo rce d  
back on th e  jo b .”

James Sm ith, a bricklayer's  
helper at M cLouth , was con
tacted on ihe phone w hile do
ing night duty at Local 2659 
union hall. " I t  would be a hell-

uva shame if  we stayed out 90 
days or so and then have to go 
back w ithout a contract. I  doubt 
i f  the companies w ill get 30 days 
production out of this 80-day 
cooling-off period," he slated.

W h ile  these reactions m ay  
have su rp rised  the  News, th e y  
dem onstra te  t h e  sei-iousness 
w ith  w h ic h  th e  ra n k  and f ile  o f 
the  stee l u n io n  v ie w  th e  com 
panies’ assault on  th e ir  w o rk in g  
con d itio n s  and w age standards. 
“ B e tte r  to  s tay  o u t u n t i l  w e  
w in ,”  has been the  o p in io n  
vo iced  b y  m an y  u n io n  m em bers 
w h o  have fo u n d  i t  necessary to  
appeal to  th e  lo ca l u n io n  w e lfa re  
com m ittees fo r  he lp .

A  sta te  s u rv e y  th is  w e ek  
shows re l ie f  ro lls  r is in g  in  L in 
co ln  P a rk , R iv e r  Rouge, Ecorse 
and o th e r d o w n -r iv e r  com m u n 
itie s , w h e re  th re e -fo u rth s  o f th e  
S tee lw o rke rs  liv e . In  these same 
suburbs business vo lu m e  is do w n  
15 to  25 pe r cent.

T he s tre n g th  o f these con
v ic tio n s  becomes a ll the  c le a re r 
i f  the  h a n d lin g  o f th e  s tr ik e  b y  
D is tr ic t  29 leaders and lo ca l o f 
f ic ia ls  is ta ke n  in to  account. D e
cis ions abou t s tr ik e  p o lic y  are 
made in  th e  d is tr ic t  o ffice  w ith  
the  coope ra tion  o f a fe w  to p  
lo ca l o ffice rs. N o  w e e k ly  o r  d a ily  
s tr ik e  b u lle t in  is c irc u la te d  
am ong th e  m em bers. U n io n  
m eetings have  been suspended 
fo r  th e  d u ra tio n  o f th e  s tr ik e . 
Shop com m itteem en , a lth o u g h  
te c h n ic a lly  m em bers -o f  th e  
s ti'ike  com m ittees, are as p o o r ly  
in fo rm e d  as any m em b er abou t 
developm ents.

T he  m a in  b u rd e n  o f th e  s tr ik e  
fa lls  on th e  vo lq n te e rs  w h o  m ake  
up  the  lo ca l u n io n  w e lfa re  com 
m ittees  and the  ro u n d -th e -c lo c k  
d u ty -m e n  a t th e  ha lls . The w e l
fa re  com m ittees  have  secured 
th e  coope ra tion  o f C o u n ty  W e l
fa re , m a n y  c red ito rs , la n d lo rd s  
and lo ca l judges in  t id in g  ove r 
in s o lv e n t m em bers.

In  a d d itio n , th e  d is tr ic t  has 
been a lloca ted  $14,000 o f  th e  
U A W  s tr ik e  do na tion  to  d is tr ib 
u te  fo r  m ea t and m i lk  in  th e  
need iest cases.

A uto Convention Sidelights
By Tom Kerry

It's a Joke Son: In  discussing 
the  com b ined  p o lit ic a l ac tio n  
and le g is la tiv e  p ro g ra m  re so lu 
tions, one o f th e  delegates re 
m a rke d  th a t he fe lt  l ik e  the  
m osqu ito  w h o  had  w andered  
in to  the  m id s t o f a n u d is t 
co lony : He h a rd ly  kn e w  w h ere  
to  beg in !

Freudian Slip: In  h is  speech to  
the  conven tion , S enato r John  F. 
K e n n e d y ,  s e l  f-p ro c la im e d  
“ fr ie n d ”  o f la b o r flayed  the  R e
p u b lica n  a n ti- la b o r  po litic ia n s . 
“ T h e ir  re a l v ie w  o f th e  w o rk in g  
m an and h is  r ig h ts ,”  he asserted, 
“ can be w i- ilte n  in to  th e  scene 
and th e  s ta tu te  books o f the  
states fro m  w h ic h  (s lip ) M r. M c 
C le llan , M r. G o ld w a te r, M r. 
M u n d t, M r. C u rtis  and M r. 
C apehart come. Each one o f 
th e ir  fo u r  states has w r i t te n  in to  
the  s ta tu te  books a r ig h t- to -  
w o rk  la w .”

R e u th e r’s s ta ff o b l i g i n g l y  
e lim in a te d  the  nam e o f S enator 
M cC le lla n  in  th e  pu b lishe d  
tra n s c r ip t o f K e n n e d y ’s speech. 
In  the  in te re s t o f t ru th  i t  m ust 
be said th a t M cC le lla n  belongs 
ju s t w h e re  K e n n e d y  in a d v e i't-  
e n t ly  p laced h im . P roo f?  F ro m  
an in te rv ie w  pub lishe d  in  th e  
Oct. 10, 1958 issue o f U. S. News 
and W o rld  R eport:

“ Q. A re  you  fo r  o r against 
‘r ig h t - to -w o rk ’ law s?”

“ A . (M cC le lla n ) I  be lie ve  in  
S tates .r ig h ts . I  be lieve  a S tate 
shou ld  have the  r ig h t  to  enact 
those law s. A n d  I  don’ t  kn o w  
b u t th a t some day I  m ay  fa v o r a 
fed e ra l ‘r ig h t - to -w o rk ’ la w . W e 
have a ‘r ig h t - to -w o rk ’ la w  in  
m y State, and I  s u p p o rt i t . ”

Not W anted: A  p r in te d  lea fle t 
d is ti- ibu ted  to  con ven tion  de le 
gates b y  the  O tte rb u rn  U n it  o f 
C h e v ro le t L o c a l 659 e n title d , 
“ N o  F o ru m  fo r  P o lit ic a l F in k s ,”  
read: “ The T a ft-H a r t le y  la w
busted the  un io n  a t K o h le r. The 
L a n d ru m -G r iff in -K e n n e d y  b i l l  
w i l l  be used to  smash m any m ore  
s tr ike s  and un ions. N o one in  h is 
r ig h t  m in d  w o u ld  in v ite  H a rtle y  
to  address th is  conven tion . W hy  
have o u r o ffice rs  in v ite d  the  
supporte rs  and d ra fte rs  o f the  
L a n d ru m -G r iff in -K e n n e d y  b ill?  
H ave  w e  g ro w n  so m usc le -bound

be tw een o u r ears th a t w e  cannot 
d is tin g u is h  be tw een fi- iend  o r 
foe? O r is i t  th a t w e  do n o t g ive  
a dam n any m ore  abou t scabs on 
p ic k e t lines o r in  Congress?”  

Equal Tim e: T he  re s o lu tio n  on 
Federa l, S tate and L o c a l L e g is 
la tio n  adopted b y  the  con ven tion  
urges an “ am endm en t to  the  
F ede ra l C om m un ica tions  A c t  to  
re q u ire  T V  and ra d io  licensees to  
set aside equa l fre e  t im e  fo r  
fede ra l, s ta te  and  loca l ca n d i
dates o f a l l bona fide  p o lit ic a l 
pa rties .”

W hite Man's Burden: I t  is 
h ig h  tim e  th a t un ions  h o ld in g  
conven tions  a t A t la n t ic  C ity  
lodged a v igo rous  p ro te s t against 
the  p ra c tice  o f h e a lth y  hum an  
beings be ing  p ro p e lle d  u p  and 
d o w n  th e  b o a rd w a lk  b y  o th e r 
h u m an  beings. T he  s ig h t o f tw o  
fa t  slobs be ing  pushed a long the 
w a lk  b y  an o ld  m an  scarce ly 
ab le to  na v ig a te  induces a fe e l
in g  o f acute nausea.

Convention H ighlight: O ne o f 
the  h ig h lig h ts  o f th e  con ven tion  
was th e  conce rt b y  M a ria n  A n 
derson sponsored’ b y  th e  U A W  
fd r  th e  delegates and guests o f 
th e  conven tion . I t  was a w h o lly  
d e lig h tfu l even ing. M iss A ndei--

son sang b e a u tifu lly  to  a packed 
th e a te r re n te d  espec ia lly  fo r  th e  
occasion and rece ived  a s ta n d in g  
o va tio n  a fte r  h e r Rend ition o f the  
s p ir itu a l:  “ H e ’s G ot th e  W ho le  
W o r ld  in  H is  H ands.”

A tlan tic  C ity  P i t c h m e n :  
T h ro u g h  s o m e  psycho log ica l 
q u ir k  some people are un ab le  to  
res is t th e  sp ie l o f a p itch m an . 
W atched  one s e llin g  househo ld  
gadgets. H e s liced  h is  w a y  
th i-ough thi-ee p ineapp les, chop
ped tw o  heads o f cabbage and 
m ang led  va rio u s  o th e r vege ta 
bles. F o u r ind ispensab le  item s 
fo r  the  “ r id ic u lo u s ”  p rice  o f one 
d o lla r  —  and o n ly  one to  a cus
tom er, i f  you  please. H e a rd  th e  
husband o f one w o m an  h u g g in g  
h e r purchase say: “ B u t you  have  
a l l o f  those gadgets a t hom e, 
d e a r!”  “ I  k n o w ,”  she rep lie d , 
“ b u t I  can ’t  res is t a ba rga in .”  
The same gadgets b y  th e  p itc h 
m en on 14th S tree t in  N e w  Y o rk  
—  fif ty -s e v e n  cents —  no lim it .

It's  No Joke: D e lega te  com 
m e n tin g  on la b o r ’s e lec to ra l 
“ v ic to r ie s ”  to ld  the  s to ry  o f a 
F renchm an  w h o  s a i d :  “ W e
fo u g h t tw o  w ars  and w o n  —  
G od he lp  us i f  w e w in  an o the r 
o n e !”

B O S T O N
B o sto n L a b o r  F o r im ,  2 9 5  H u n tin g 

to n  A v e ., R o om  200 .

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  77 7  W .  

A d am s, D C  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  1 0 6 0 9  S u

p e r io r  A v e ., Room  3 0 1 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 .  
O pen W e d n e s d a y  n ig h ts  7 to  9 .

T h e  M il i t a n t ,  P .O . B ox 190 4 , U n i
v e rs ity  C e n te r S ta t io n , C leve land  6, 
O hio .

D E T R O IT  
E u g en e V .  Dehs H a ll ,  3 7 3 7  W o o d 

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .

L O S  A N G E L E S
F o ru m  H a ll  a n d ‘ M o d ern  B ook Shop, 

1702 E. 4 th  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r  W E  5- 
9 23 8 .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Ju n eau  A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  322  H e n 

n ep in  A v e ., 2nd flo o r. O pen noon to  
6  P .M . d a ily  except S u n d ays .

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , Box 361 , 

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 1 1 6  U n iv e r 
s ity  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . Box 3 4 1 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and  S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  1303  W .  G ira rd  A v e . 
L e c tu re s  and discuss ions e v e ry  S a tu r 
d a y , 8  P .M ., fo llo w ed  b y  open housa. 
C a ll P O  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il i ta n t ,  1 14 5  P o lk  S t., R m . 4* 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3  P .M . P h one P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ; i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1412— 1 8th  A v en u e , E A  2 -5 5 5 4 . L i 

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phone M O  4 -7 1 9 4 .


