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Rockefeller Puts 
Willie Reid Back 
On Chain Gang

By George Lavan

F lou ting  the petitions of thousands of citizens and 
the requests of Negro, labor and c iv il- lib e rtie s  organiza
tions, Gov. Rockefeller on Nov. 23 o rde red -fug itive  W illie  
Reid sent back to a F lo rida  chain*- 
gang.

Reid, a Negro m ig ran t fa rm  
w orker, was the v ic tim  back in 
1950 o f W illis  V. McCall, no
torious racist sheriff of Lake 
County, Fla. For an offense, 
w h ich  even under F lo rida  law 
w ou ld  norm a lly  b ring  a m ax i
m um  sentence of one year, Reid 
got 15 years. In  his “ t r ia l”  he

Crisis Hits 
Ceylon Govt.

The ghost of Ceylon's Prime 
Minister Bandaranaike, assassi
nated two months ago, is haunt
ing his party right out of power. 
A ll eight people arrested in con
nection with his murder belong 
to the ruling Sri Lanka Freedom 
party. Those arrested include 
one member of Bandaranaike's 
cabinet. They also include a 
brother of the finance minister 
of Bandaranaike's successor, the 
present Prime Minister Dahana- 
yake.

The finance m in is ter, in  ques
tion , S tanley dd Soyza, resigned 
Nov. 22. A no ther of his brothers, 
not in  custody, is also suspected 
o f com p lic ity  in  the assassina
tion. He is a deputy ch ie f o f po
lice  and had been assigned by 
Prem ier Dehanayake to  take 
p a rt in  invest) gating--^|fc case.

The Opposition in.SCeylon’s 
Parliam ent, led by N. M. Perera 
o f t h e  revo lu tionary-socia lis t 
Lanka  Sama Samaja pa rty  w ill 
seek to force the Dahanayake 
governm ent to resign sho rtly  so 
th a t new elections can take 
place. The LSSP is hopefu l of 
w in n in g  such elections. Last 
month, the Dahanayake cabinet 
beat back a no-confidence vote 
(which, i f  carried, w ou ld  have 
forced i t  to resign) by the slim  
m arg in  of one vote.

was denied an a ttorney and the 
righ t to plead not g u ilty . F o l
low ing an investigation o f cor
rup tion  a m o n g  chain-gang 
guards in  1952, he was singled 
out by the guards fo r such to r
tures tha t he appeared doomed. 
A desperate break fo r freedom 
succeeded. Reid made his w ay 
to New Y ork , secured a job  and 
never had any troub le  w ith  the 
police t i l l  by chance he was 
recognized as a fu g itive  in  1955.

For fo u r and a h a lf years — 
two o f them in  New Y o rk  p ris 
ons —  Reid has been figh ting  
ex trad ition . His case w ent a ll the 
way to the U.S. Supreme Court 
w hich early th is m onth refused 
to hear it. The court m aintains 
the legal fic tion  tha t the on ly  
avenue fo r redress of any in 
justice in  his case must be 
through the F lo rida  courts — 
not from  another state. That 
Reid may not survive in Florida 
long enough to prove he can't 
get justice in that state is not 
considered pertinent by the Su
preme Court justices or by Gov. 
Rockefeller.

Rockefe ller issued a statement 
rem arkable fo r  its legal sophis
try  and crocodile tears. He was 
prevented by the Constitu tion, 
he said, from  refusing to ex tra 
d ite  a fug itive . B u t N orthe rn  
governors have in  numerous 
cases refused to  extrad ite  fu g i
tives to the South. Moreover, 
Gov. Le roy  C ollins of- F lo rida , 
him self, no t long ago refused an 
e x trad ition  request from  Massa
chusetts.

Then, as i f  to in su lt the pub
lic ’s inte lligence, the suddenly 
s tr ic t-constitu tiona lis t Rockefe l
le r added: “ The C onstitu tion re 
quires th a t F lo rida  accord M r. 
Reid due process and equal p ro 
tection of the laws. The Consti
tu tio n  also mandates th a t New 
Y ork  honor F lo rida ’s extrad ition  
request. Under a governm ent of 
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Witch-Hunters, Go Home to Yankee-land!

Pickets outside the San Juan courthouse protest the House Un-American Activities Com
mittee's "investigation" of "Communism" in Puerto Rico. Shocked Puerto, Ricans learned that 
the wilch-hunters do not scruple about ransacking private mail and using the contents to smear 
individuals. Sign in the foreground says: "Puerto Rican workers —  we condemn congressional 
persecution of our leaders." Another sign, in English, says: "We know that decent Americans 
are ashamed."

Those Railroad “Featherbeds” 
Are Lined with Sharp Thorns

Begin Operation Upturn 
In Socialist Fund Drive

By Reba Aubrey, Campaign Director

“ O PERATIO N U P T U R N !’’ Those tw o words w ould 
ce rta in ly  w in  i f  we had offered a prize fo r a slogan to 
express w h a t’s most needed to meet thq December 15 
deadline of our S o c ia l is t .P u b li
cations Fund.

B u t th is welcome slogan came 
w ith o u t being asked fo r from  
Los Angeles fund d i r e c t o r  
George Jones who d idn ’t  need 
to  have a house fa ll on h im  to 
see tha t you can’t  stack up six 
weeks of contributions in three 
weeks unless you start an oper
ation upturn.

George wasn’t  the on ly one 
to face up to this. F ive cities 
demonstrated th is  week that 
they realize the tim e has come 
fo r  a change of pace: This is 
w h a t I mean: To keep sched
ule, each branch shotild have 
made s lig h tly  under 8 of the ir 
quota each week. B u tj life  sel
dom fo llow s tha t p rec is t a sched
ule  and i t  hasn't happened that 
-way in our fund e ither.’The way 
to close the gap, of course, is to 
drop tha t 8% w eekly jgoal and 
make i t  10% or 20% or w ha t
ever you need fo r the rest of 
the campaign.

The honor role of those who 
started operation up tu rn  going 
on the ir own in it ia tive  includes 
Seattle w hich  sent in 25% of 
its to ta l quota th is week; Phil
adelphia which matched that 
percentage performance; De- 
troit w hich  sent in 22% of its 
quota : Connecticut 20%; and 
Milwaukee 13%.

But can we actually reach 
that big goal in the short time 
remaining before December 15?
I, for one, am crossing my fing
ers and saying positively that 
we can —  if . . .

That fa m ilia r  old “ i f ”  refers 
to the h a lf dozen branches that 
undertook tine largest quotas in 
th is d rive  and who are (w ith  the 
exception of the Twin Cities) 
lagging behind. To narrow  thal 
“ i f ”  down even fu rth e r, the suc
cess of ou r campaign depends

in large measure on w ha t’s 
done by New York and Los 
Angeles.

I  rea lly  am confident tha t both 
cities w il l  come through w ith  
colors fly in g . Both have long 
demonstrated th e ir capacity fo r 
leadership in every field of so
cia lis t a c tiv ity  and w ha t they 
do in th is campaign w il l  be one 
more proof of it.

Just bolstering m y own cour
age? N ot me. Here’s the evi-. 
dence. F irs t the prize -w inn ing  
le tte r from  George Jones: “ The 
check enclosed is ‘operation up
tu rn ’ fo r Los Angeles. You w il l  
see us quicken our pace on the 
scoreboard. As you know, some 
of our comrades and friends 
were h it  by the steel strike. 
Those of us who were fortunate 
enough to be w ork ing  dug just 
a l it t le  deeper to make’ up fo r 
our comrades on strike . In  ad
d ition  neighborhood house par
ties have brought in unexpected 
revenue. Comes December 15, 
we w il l  be r ig h t up there on 
top.”

Isn't that the k>nd of fighting 
-ocialist spirit that assures suc
cess?

And in New York, morale is 
equally high. I can give eye
witness testim ony to that, pa r
ticu la rly  a fte r the fine M ilita n t 
Labor Forum  meeting where 
SWP National Secretary F a r
re ll Dobbs spoke. There were 
95 people in attendance.

Comrade Dobbs made an cx- 
•e llcnt speech tha t sparked a 
live ly  discussion period. Several 
veteran unionists long associat
ed w ith  the Com m unist pa rty  
and several associated fo r equal
ly  long years w ith  the SWP 
made some ins tructive  points 
3bout cu rren t labor problems.
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B y  H a r r y  R ing
Were you aware that "passen

ger engine crews and road 
freight enginemen get-more pay 
per hour than railroad execu
tives"? That "a Pennsylvania 
engineer makes a 452-mile round 
trip between New York and 
Washington, D.C., in a single 
day and collects 4%  days' pay 
. . . around $100"? That diesel 
engines carry firemen "who tend 
no fires"?

A few  isolated cases? No, sir. 
According to the public-m inded 
capita lists who run  our ra il
roads, you and the rest of the 
Am erican people are paying a 
h a lf a b illio n  dollars annually 
fo r u n i o n  “ featherbedding.” 
(That’s a technical term , thought 
up by the advertis ing agencies, 
fo r “ w ork  paid fo r bu t not per
form ed.” )

Such distorted or completely 
fabricated claims are part o f a 
nationw ide campaign designed 
to ro ll back the ra ilroad unions 
whose contracts came up fo r re
newal Nov. 1. I t ’s p a rt o f the 
overa ll d rive  tha t big business 
is w aging against unionism  in 
a series of key industries.

The established incentive pay 
system on the ra ilroads sets 100 
miles as the basic u n it of w o rk  
fo r passenger and fre ig h t-tra in  
engine crews and 160 miles fo r 
conductors and brakemen on 
passenger trains. ( I f  an engineer 
covers 150 miles in one w ork  
sh ift he draws a day and a ha lf 
pay, etc.)

The companies now propose 
tha t the 100-mile incentive u n it 
be boosted to 150 miles and the 
160-mile to 240 miles.

They are also demanding an 
end to the m onth ly  mileage 
l im it  system w hich helps spread 
the w ork. In add ition they p ro 
pose e lim ina tion  of rules bar
ring  them from  sending crews 
past established crew change 
points. This w ould force ra il- 
men onto runs w ith  longer over
n igh t periods away from  home.

To cap the ir demands, the op
erators are insisting on the 
abo lition  of a ll rules w hich fix  
the size of tra in  crews.

A  b rie f look at the real facts 
of the union w o rk  rules makes 
qu ite  clear tha t revisions are 
needed— revisions tha t w i l l  give 
the men some of the benefits 
long established in  o ther indus- 
tries.

The federal wage and hour

law doesn't apply to the ra il
road industry. Many road ser
vice employees and others, re
ceive no premium pay for Sat
urdays, Sundays and holidays: 
no pay differential for night 
work; no pay for layover time 
between runs: no pay for stand
by lime when they must remain 
-subject to-call; no pay for ex
penses incurred for food and 
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lt ’s Still Train Robbery 
Even Without the Pistols

R eply ing to the ra il magnates’ charges of union “ feather
bedding,”  the Nov. 7 issue of Labor, w eekly paper of the 
Railroad Brotherhoods, offers a few  tim e ly  rem inders of 
w hat m igh t be called the Grcat<-
T ra in  Robbery among the op
erators.

Last spring the Interstate 
Commerce Commission fined the 
Southern Railroad $20,000 a fte r 
investigation revealed t h a t  
funds charged up to “ m ainten
ance of w ay”  had been used to 
bu ild  a swank “ rest and recrea
tio n ”  center fo r its  executives 
at the L inco ln  Green Forest in 
South Carolina.

"This 16,000-acre plus resort," 
reports Labor, "is equipped with  
de luxe lodges, stables, kennels; 
with a special lake for fishing; 
with a forest preserve for hunt
ing and other attractions, all for 
the comfort of Southern of
ficials."

A nother case invo lved the 
president of N o rfo lk  Southern 
Joseph P. K ingsley and board 
chairman P. B. McG innis. A c 
cording to an ICC examiner, 
these tw o  men, in the five "years 
up to 1953, “ collected to ta l com
pensation of $716,771 in the 
fo rm  of salaries, bonuses and 
fees from  the ra ilw ay  and its 
subsidiaries.

“ In  addition, K ingsley and

Big Universities Deal Blow 
To 'Loyalty' Oath Program

Big Business 
Steps Up War 
Against Labor

The w ide ly  critic ized federal 
student loan program requ ire 
ment {that applicants sign a 
“ non-Com m unist”  o a t h  was 
dealt a heavy b low  when H ar
vard and Yale un iversities an
nounced Nov. 18 they were 
w ith d ra w in g  from  the program
in protest.

&
S im ila r action against the M c

C arthy ite  oath had been p re 
viously taken by Princeton, A m 
herst, O berlin  and other co l
leges. College heads have p o in t
ed out that farmers, small busi
nessmen and o ther applicants 
fo r federal grants are no t re 
qu ired to sign such “ lo y a lty ” 
affidavits. They see no jus tifica 
tion fo r s ing ling out students.

F o llow ing  the action by the 
heads o f u ltra-respectable H a r
vard and Yale, the presidents

of three New Y ork  C ity  col
leges —  CCNY, B rook lyn  and 
H unte r — asserted tha t they 
found the oath personally dis
taste fu l; but, they claimed, th e ir 
financial situation d id n 't perm it 
them to w ith d ra w  from  the p ro 
gram. The three colleges, in  the 
richest c ity  in  the w orld , argue 
tha t they can’t raise w ha t they 
drew  under the program this 
year, $141.000.

Dr. H a rry  Gidconsc, B rook lyn  
College president, who has been 
frequen tly  accused by students 
o f curb ing c iv il liberties on the 
campus, gave a sterling example 
of in te llec tua l “ leadership”  in  
his statement.
, He said the a ffid a v it was a 
“ stupid th in g ”  bu t tha t i t  was 
“ the student’s responsib ility  to 
sign the oath or not. We can’t 
w e t nurse them.”

M cG innis received substantial 
sums fo r trave l, liv in g  expenses, 
entert’a inm ent and s im ila r items, 
as w e ll as fo r undivulged p u r
poses.”

Labor reports that in 1S23 
there were 1,800.000 railroad 
workers and 16,000 executive 
officers. Right now there are 
less than 900,000 workers on the 
railroads but there are still 16,- 
000 executive officers. Last 
year 953 of these executives 
were raking in salaries of $20,- 
000 or more. A decade ago there 
were less than 500 in that wage 
bracket.

B u t the rea lly  b ig fry  don’t 
re ly  on generous salaries and 
expense accounts alone. In  1958 
the Lou isv ille  &  N ashville  R a il
road notified its shareholders 
tha t i t  had established a “ stock 
op tion”  plan fo r its offic ia ls un 
der w h ich  they could buy 50,000 
shares at $59.20 a share.

Five top offic ia ls of the line  
snapped up 10,400 shares at tha t 
price. Each share is cu rren tly  
selling fo r $82. A  tid y  p ro fit fo r 
the lucky  five!

The Chesapeake & .p h io  w o rk 
ed out an even slicker deal fo r 
its executives— a modern “ in 
sta llm ent p lan”  under w hich 24 
officers were perm itted  to buy 
112,500 shares at ju s t over $36 
a share, the value at the time 
they pu t th e ir  names on the 
IO U ’s. Today the m arket price 
is 'ove r $72 a share.

Despite such give-aways, the 
stockholders of th is “ s ick”  in 
dustry are, on the whole, doing 
nicely. In  the firs t e ight months 
of th is year, net operating profits 
reached $503 m illion , a 27% in 
crease over the same period in 
1958.

D uring  tha t year the ra il 
b a r o n s  actua lly outdistanced 
both the a irlines and truckers in 
profits w ith  $9.6 b illio n  in gross 
revenues and a net p rofit of 

: 6 .3% ,'almost double both gross 
and net figures fo r the a irlines 
and truckers.

Far from  quenching the ir 
th irs t fo r profits, however, th is 
record seems to have made the 
railro'ad barons s till th irs tie r. 
Tha t’s w hy they ’re out to worsen 
job conditions, cu rta il services 
and h ike  passenger and fre ig h t 
rates.

Witch-Hunters 
Find Hot Seat 
In Puerto Rico

Shouting " Y a n k e e s ,  go 
home," hoofing and jeering at 
its "disclosures," the Puerto 
Rican people gave the House 
Un-American Activities Com
mittee the hottest reception of 
its infamous history. In  fact, 
the witch-hunters concluded 
the hearings abruptly with  
four witnesses yet to go.

“ The C om m ittee’s e ffo rt to 
produce sensations m et w ith  
laughter on the pa rt o f the 
crowded hearing,”  reports the 
Emergency C i v i l  L iberties 
Com m ittee in  a Nov. 20 re 
lease.

“ P ickets marched and chant
ed outside. F o rty  outstanding 
citizens signed a protest w hich 
was carried as an advertise
ment in  papers. S ix ty -n ine  
members of the facu lty  o f the 
U n ive rs ity  o f Puerto R ico is
sued a concurring statement, 
jo in in g  the protest, and p o lit i
cal demonstrations against the 
Com m ittee’s in trus ion  were 
held th roughout the is land . . .

“ A fte r  the firs t witness, M r. 
Cuesta, had refused fo r  tw o 
hours to answer any questions, 
Cong. Scherer made a speech 
in  w h ich  hé accused C la rk  
Foreman, the D irecto r o f the 
Emergency C i v i 1 L iberties 
Committee, of being responsi
ble fo r the resistance to the 
Committee . . .

“ A t th is po in t the head of 
the com m ittee of lawyers ap
pointed by the Bar Associa
tion, M r. Abraham  Diaz Gon
zales, rose and p u b lic ly  shout
ed tha t the Congressman was 
ly ing . The w hole audience ap
plauded and fo r several m in 
utes demonstrated against the 
tactics of the Committee. 
Chairm an Tuck then recessed 
the hearings.”

The subpoenaed witnesses 
at the hearings, Nov. 18, 19 
and 20, refused to answer a ll 
questions on the grounds th a t 
the House probers lacked ju r 
isdiction. A t the end o f the 
hearings, Congressman Tuck 
(D-Va.) announced he w ou ld  
ask the House of Representa
tives to cite a ll 13 witnesses 
fo r contempt.

The com m ittee appointed by 
the San Juan Bar Association 
announced tha t i t  w ou ld  de
fend the witnesses a ll the way 
to the U.S. Supreme C ourt i f  
necessary. Speaking fo r the 
Bar Association attorneys, M r. 
Gonzales said th a t the Con
gressional group’s “ excesses in 
abusing its powers caused a 
sorry spectacle.”

The American C ivil Liber
ties Union also protested the 
hearings. On Nov. 11 the 
ACLU  called on the House 
Un-American Activities Com
mittee to drop the "investiga
tion" inlo„Puerto Rican "Com
munism."

Kick in Teeth 
Costs 5 G's
Some people apparently like  

to pay fo r the priv ilege  o f being 
kicked in the teeth. On Nov. 16 
the A FL-C IO  gave its annual 
com m unity service award and a 
check fo r $5,000 to fo rm er Presi
dent H a rry  T rum an who s till 
holds the record fo r  T a ft-H a rtley  
s trike-breaking  in junctions.

In  accepting the money, T ru 
man made a crude ly obvious 
reference to cu rren t charges by 
labor-baitcrs o f corrup tion  in  the 
unions. “ There is always troub le  
when people get too much 
money or too much power,”  he 
said. “ The-great th ing  about th is 
country,”  he continued, “ is tha t 
we arc able to correct these s itu 
ations and.I know  you are going 
to do i t  yourse lf.”  “ You know  
w hat I ’m  ta lk in g  about,”  he 
added.

By Tom K erry
B ig  business has declared to ta l w a r against the A m e ri

can labor movement.
The governm ent in  W ashington is a ligned w ith  the 

magnates o f cap ita l in  conducting th is  war.
The cap ita lis t press, radio and te levision have placed 

th e ir  fa c ilitie s  at the disposal of the war-makers.
The object is to underm ine, weaken and destroy the 

a b ility  of the unions to defend the liv in g  standards of the 
Am erican w o rk ing  people.

I t  is, in  the true  sense of the word, a class w ar — the 
rich  against the poor, the oppressors against the oppressed, 
the exp lo iters against the exploited.

That th is  is no exaggeration is attested to by some 
of the most conservative labor leaders in  the country. 
Speaking at the recent W ashington convention of the A F L - 
CIO  In d u s tr ia l U n ion Departm ent, George M eany declared 
tha t the num ber one problem  of the un ion m ovem ent “ is 
the present-day w a r on organized labor by the reactionary 
forces w ho seem at the m om ent to con tro l the entire  
Am erican scene.”

W a lte r Reuther, IU D  president, charged tha t “ A m e ri
can big business is ca rry ing  on a to ta l struggle against the 
Am erican w o rk ing  people.”  He added, “ The money changers 
have taken over the tem ple o f governm ent”  and are using 
the power of governm ent in  a d rive  to enslave the workers.

Lesser union leaders at the IU D  conference enlarged 
upon th is  theme, c itin g  concrete examples o f the employers 
banding together to fig h t the unions. The use of scabs, 
N ational Guard troops, court in junctions, an ti-un ion  legis
la tion, governm ent police power, on c ity , state and nationa l 
level, is a constantly recu rring  pattern.

Tak ing  note of these developments the top un ion 
leaders have sounded the a larm . In  a le tte r to a ll officers 
o f nationa l and in te rna tion a l unions, state and c ity  centra l 
bodies, and d ire c tly  a ffilia ted  unions, fo llo w in g - th e  Su
preme Court steel in ju n c tio n , A F L -C IO  president George 
M eany wrote:

“ More than ever, the issue is now joined. M ore than 
ever, i t  is an issue, not ju s t between the U n ited  S tee lw ork
ers of Am erica  and the Steel industry , bu t between the 
Am erican labor m ovem ent and the forces of reaction in  big 
business . . .

“ Under the term s of the in junc tion , the w orkers m ust 
re tu rn  to th e ir  jobs fo r a period of 80 days. In  these 80 
days the steel companies w i l l  be free to produce and to 
p ro fit under the term s ex is ting  p r io r  to the strike . The 
S teelworkers have no choice bu t to obey the in ju n c tio n  
du ring  th is  80-day period.

“ B u t the rest of the trade union m ovem ent can — and 
w i l l  —  use th is  period to become prepared fo r the ba ttle  
tha t seems certa in  to begin again the day th is  in ju n c tio n  
expires.”

Brave words! Prepare fo r ba ttle  — yes! B u t by w ha t 
methods and through w ha t means? I f  the S teelworkers 
had “ no choice bu t to obey”  a court in ju n c tio n  issued at the  
behest o f an an ti-labor adm in is tra tion , w i l l  th a t be the 
banner under w h ich  labor goes 'in to  ba ttle  fo llo w in g  the 
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“ Land, Work and Hope”  
Are Key Words in Cuba

The Am erican press nowadays is filled  w ith  howls, 
lamentations and d ia tribes about the Cuban revo lu tion  and 
the A g ra rian  Reform  Law  w h ich  takes land .from  the r ich  
and makes it  availab le to the '*- 
poor. I t  is hard to find  anythin? 
reporting  accurately the fee l
ings o f the Cuban people. But 
occasionally something does 
manage to get past the ed ito r’s 
blue pencil. A  recent instance 
was an a ttic le  by H enry N. Tay
lo r, a Scripps-Howard corres
pondent, who indicates how the 
horizon of the Cuban peasant 
has ligh ted  up.

"The key words are land 
work and hope," he writes. "Fo- 
generations these values have 
been denied to the gaunt, sun- 
wrinkled, sugar-iield workers 
They were born beaten, lived 
hungry, died early. . ."

In  g la ring  contrast to the pro f 
its cleaned up by the sugar bar
ons, 450,000 sugar w orkers hac 
an income of about $120 a year 
According to Taylor, “ a private 
Am erican survey in  1957 esti 
mated that 96 of every lOf 
Cuban fa rm  w orkers never hac1 
eaten meat.”  I t  was found that 
14% had tuberculosis and ovei 
60% lived  in d irt-floo red , palm- 
thatched huts.

The U.S. governm ent ha: 
threatened to cu rta il the sugai 
quota, because thousands oi 
acres o f Am erican-owned farm : 
and cattle  ranches have beer 
taken over. B u t the th iea ts have 
fa iled to dampen the sp irits  o! 
the peasants.

They are immersed in Ihe 
task of making full use of

Cuba's fortunate combination 
of rich soil and excellent cli- 
nale which w ill produce any
thing, except wheat, abundantly. 
Hiven these conditions, it is in 
credible that Cuba should have 
o import 30% of her food sup
ply.

Up to the present, i f  a peas
ant wanted to buy land in  order 
o p lan t his own beans he faced 
mormous obstacles. Landlords 
w ith  huge amounts of wasted 
and “ kept land prices h igh ” ; '  
f  a peasant had land, he had to 
cay exo rb itan t bribes to Batis- 
a’s governm ent to get perm is

sion to p lan t; fin a lly  seed was 
controlled by “ the same people 
who made profits from  im ported 
vegetables. N a tu ra lly , peasants 
found seed ‘unavailable.’ ”

A ll th is has been swept aside 
by the revo lu tiona ry  govern
ment. “ For the firs t tim e ,’’ re 
ports Tay lor, “ since the Spanish 
iirs t came to Cuba soon a fte r 
Columbus, soldiers are in  the 
countryside fo r  other purposes 
than to s tru t and steal and shoot. 
Many w o rk  in  fu l l  un ifo rm , side 
by side w ith  peasants, to  b u ild  
new cooperative farm s.”

Despite these facts, however, 
Tay lo r -refers to Castro’s A g ra r
ian Law  as “ drastic.”  The la w  
gives fa rm  w orkers a choice be
tween i jo in in g  governm ent co
operatives or operating th e ir 
own 67-acre plots o f land.
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The Whole Damned System Is Rigged
By Joseph Keller

Shock and dismay were wide
ly  expressed when Charles Van 
Doren confessed that the TV  
quiz show on which he had won 
$129,000 had been rigged. Many 
people were especially upset by 
the fact that a member of a 
fam ily distinguished for in tel
lectual achievements, a fam ily 
of noted poets, scholars, histor
ians and even a Pulitzer Prize 
winner, could lend his good 
hame to a commercialized TV  
hoax. Many young people, es
pecially among the students, 
have been stirred by this inci
dent to inquiry and speculation 
on the nature of morality in our 
society. Professors, editors, poli
ticians and propagandists have 
hastened to answer the questions 
raised.

Most commentators find in the 
inc iden t l it t le  m ore than the 
k ind  of “ excess”  you m igh t ex
pect in  a “ raw  new”  industry. A  
few  find a deeper and more 
sym ptom atic significance in  the 
T V  quiz exposure. In  an artic le  
in  the Nov. 15 New Y o rk  Times 
Magazine, Charles F rankel, p ro 
fessor o f philosophy at C olum 
bia U n ive rs ity , describes the u n i
ve rsa lity  o f the use o f deception.

“ . . . In  po litics and business, 
in  education as w e ll as enter
ta inm ent, the arts o f deception 
have c learly  won an honored 
place,”  w rites Prof. Frankel. 
“ The ve ry  odd ity  o f the events 
th a t have disturbed us, in  fact, 
is sym ptom atic. Values are 
strangely askew, in te llig e n t 
men lose th e ir moorings, so
phisticated men tu rn  out to be 
strangely naive . .

The good professor concludes 
tha t the governm ent should es
tab lish  ins titu tions  “ tha t embody 
pub lic  purposes and tha t exist to 
protect and advance them ”  and 
■tvhich w o rk  “ to change the ex is t
ing  m ora l atmosphere.”

B u t can we change the moral 
atmosphere w ith o u t changing 
the social system w hich  creates 
it?  For Charles Van Doren is 
both a product and a v ic tim  o f a 
social order whose very  essence 
is corruption. He is not sym pto
m atic  s im p ly of an “ ex trao rd i
n a ry ”  development in  the years

“ since W orld  W ar I I , ”  as Prof. 
F rankel states. This “ m oral a t
mosphere”  has existed since cap
ita lism  established itse lf as the 
dom inant w o rld  system. In  th e ir  
Communist M anifesto o f 1848, 
K a r l M arx  and F riedrich  Engels 
described the m oral foundations 
and effects o f capita lism :

“ The bourgeoisie [the cap
ita lis t class], w herever i t  has 
got the upper hand, has pu t 
an end to a ll feudal, p a tr ia r
chal, id y llic  re lations . . . and 
has le ft no o ther bond between 
man and man than naked self- 
interest, then callous ‘cash 
paym ent.’ I t  has drowned the 
most heavenly ecstasies o f re 
lig ious fervor, o f chivalrous 
enthusiasm, o f ph ilis tine  sen
tim enta lism , in  the icy w a te r 
o f egotistical calculation. I t  
has resolved personal w o rth  
in to  exchange value . . .

“ The bourgeoisie has s tr ip 
ped of its halo every occupa
tion  h ithe rto  honorfed and 
looked up to w ith  reverent 
awe. I t  has converted the p h y 
sician, the law yer, tlfe  priest, 
the poet, the man o f science, 
in to  its paid wage-laborers.”

I t  is not on ly in  the m ink  
coats, deep freezes and Persian 
rug hand-outs to  W h ite  House 
aides, in  the ly in g  commercials 
and the fixed TV  quiz shows, 
tha t we find  the in fection. I t  is 
bone deep. Its  w ors t m anifesta
tions most frequen tly  go unseen 
or, at least, unrecognized. L e t 
us note a few  examples.

Professor Eisenhower

W ith in  24 hours o f Van Dor- 
en’s confession, Columbia U n i
vers ity  fired h im  from  his $5,500- 
a-year instructorsh ip  because he 
had yie lded to the tem pta tion  to 
make tw en ty  times tha t much in 
a few  weeks th rough a public 
deception. Yet th is same great 
un ive rs ity  had len t itse lf to  an 
in fin ite ly  more insidious public 
hoax when it  named General 
D w igh t D. E isenhower as Co
lum b ia ’s president in  1948, a post 
he held on ly u n til he took over 
command o f the N ATO  forces in  
1950. The selection o f E isenhow
er as Colum bia U n ive rs ity ’s 
president was pa rt of a “ public 
re la tions”  campaign to  “ dem ili-

NOTED EDUCATOR

ta rize”  Eisenhower and to create 
a false image o f h im  as a “ c iv il
ian ”  leader. Thus, in 1952, the 
professional militarist Eisenhow
er was palmed off on thé voters 
as a "noted educator," no less.

Now, take some o f Eisenhow
er’s more recent acts — his 
moves to help break the steel 
strike. In  preparation fo r in 
voking a T a ft-H a rtle y  in junc tion  
against the Steelworkers, Eisen
hower set up a “ board o f in 
q u iry ”  to provide h im  w ith  the 
“ facts.”  The head of th is  board, 
w hich is s til l in te rven ing  in  the 
steel struggle, is not unknow n to 
the steel workers. He is Prof. 
George W. T ay lo r o f the W har
ton School o f Finance and Com
merce of the U n ive rs ity  o f Penn
sylvania. (The W harton School 
tra ins business executives.) Prof. 
Tay lo r was chgirm an o f the W ar 
Labor Board during  W orld  W ar 
I I  under the late Pres. Roose
velt. He was the author o f the 
notorious “ L it t le  Steel Form ula”  
w hich froze wages fo r the en tire  
period of the w ar; and he was

Business Manager's Desk

One Visitor We Like to See 
Even If It’s Twice Each Day

By Karolyn Kerry
W ork ing  in the M ilita n t busi

ness office has compensations 
th a t cannot he measured in 
m onetary terms. We look fo r 
w ard, fo r example, to each 
v is it o f the m ailm an w ith  real 
an tic ipation. Today we received 
a le tte r from  H.J., an old fr iend  
ih  Tennessee. Here is w ha t he 
had to say:

“ Received your le tte r some 
tim e  ago; wanted to answer 
sooner . . . Before I  go fu rth e r 
I  must congratulate the M ilita n t 
on you r fine w o rk  in reporting  
the N AA C P  convention. I t  must 
have been the best one ever. 
W ish I  could have been there. 
The M ilita n t gave such a de
ta iled account tha t I  was able 
to give a report to our C jyic 
group here.”

F rom  Montana, J.B., an old, 
o ld friend , sent a message tha t 
helped make the day b righ te r: 
“ Just a line  today. This is a 
heck of a country to get around 
in  and we had a big snow this 
week So the roads are bad. W ill 
get you some help fo r  the fund

drive  and some subs as w e ll but 
m igh t be late.

“ Because of m y eyes I  have 
on ly  glanced through J im ’s 
book [Notebook of an A g ita to r] 
bu t w ould say it  was great from  
w hat I  have read. I len t i t  to a 
high school g ir l to read and so 
I ’m sure i t  w il l  do a lo t of good.”  

From  E.M. in  Connecticut: 
“ Thank you very much fo r  your 
le tte r and the sample copy of 
the M ilita n t. I  w ould lik e  to 
subscribe and'-enclose a check 
fo r $3. Thank you again fo r 
your in terest and you r help.”  

From  Los Angeles, ’Louise 
Manning writes, b r ie f and to the 
point. “ Enclosed please find 
check fo r 17 subscriptions and 
one Notebook of an A g ita to r.”  
This note, coming on the heels 
of another equally- large batch 
of subs, inc lud ing  a num ber of 
combinations o f the M ilita n t 
and the In te rna tiona l Socialist 
Review, speaks volumes. To me 
i t  signifies tha t not on ly are the 
comrades enthusiastic about get
tin g  subs bu t even more im -
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Socialist Review, $2.

0  One-year com bination to the M ilita n t and In te rna tiona l 
Socialist Review, $4.

0  Tw o-year com bination o f In te rna tiona l Socialist Review 
and a paperback copy Notebbok of an A g ita to r by James P. 
Cannon. $4.

Send my gift and holiday card to:

Name ............................................................................................................

S tre e t .........................................................................................

C i t y ........................................................Z o n e .............State

M y name and address a re :...................................................

portant many o f our readers are 
tak ing  advantage of our com
b ina tion  offers.

From  St. Paul we got the 
k ind  of com plaint we like  to 
hear. J.C. w rites: “ Dear Sirs: I 
am anxiously aw a iting  the a r
r iv a l o f m y firs t copy of the 
M ilita n t. I t  has been nearly a 
month and a h a lf since I  sent in  
m y sub aftd I know  you received 
i t  because I  jus t recently re 
ceived m y ISR. As th is  causes a 
small uproar around the house 
when I  borrow  m y parents’ 
copy w ith o u t permission i t  
w ould be greatly  appreciated if 
m y sub w ould be started.”  OK, 
J.C., and I  hope th is quote 
doesn’t cause another uproar.

Bob P. of Seattle w rites on 
checking our sub figures w ith  
theirs: “ I  guess you are not 
cred iting  us w ith  tw o subs I had 
counted bu t th a t’s a ll righ t, fo r 
tve are already over the top on 
our w arm ing up quota by 103%. 
We here a ll agreed tha t we had 
coasted in to  th is  advantageous 
position and tha t enlistm ent in 
to such an illus trious  arm y 
should be w ith  banners fly ing  
and m y proposal to double our 
quota w ent over w ith  a bang.”

NO LONGER JUST A TH IR D
Leo C arlin , M ayor o f Newark, 

N. J., reported Nov. 22 tha t 52% 
of the houses in  the c ity  have 
been found sub-standard. He 
said 27% should be repaired and 
25% to rn  down. A  quarter of a 
century ago, Pres. Rodsevelt said 
one-th ird  of the nation was i l l -  
housed.

b itte r ly  denounced by organized I 
labor.

Naturally, Eisenhower could J  

depend on Taylor to make an 
"impartial" inquiry. How does 
the rigging of a TV  quiz show 
compare with the rigging of a 
government board to aid profi
teer corporations against strik
ing workers?

Eisenhower, of course, has no 
m onopoly on th is  type o f cap
ita lis t m o ra lity  in  Am erican 
presidents. H is predecessor in  
office H a rry  S. Trum an was at 
least as notable in  th is  regard. 
He even made “ quiz show”  ap
pearances before the House 
B anking and C urrency com m it
tee on A p r il 14, 1958, when he 
expounded on the fa ilu res o f the 
Republican adm in is tra tion  to 
meet the challenge o f unem ploy
ment.

"Healthy Unemployment"

Representative H enry O. Talle, 
of Iowa, read to  T rum an a state
ment the la tte r had made eight 
years before as quoted in  an ex
clusive personal in te rv ie w  w ith  
A rth u r  K ro ck  w hich was pub 
lished in  the Feb. 15, 1950, New 
Y ork  Times. The in te rv iew  took 
place du ring  the peak o f the 
1949-50 recession when .even the 
loaded governm ent figures show
ed unem ploym ent approaching 
five m illion . Trum an, who i^as 
then seeking to m in im ize  the 
serious economic situation, had 
to ld  K rock:

“ A  certa in am ount o f u n 
employment, say from  three to 
five ‘m illion , is supportable. I t  
is a good th ing  tha t job-seek
ing should go on at a ll times; 
th is is healthy fo r thè econom
ic body.”

Rep. Ta lle  rem inded Trum an 
he had made th is statement at 
a tim e when unem ploym ent 
amounted to 8.1% o f the labor 
force, whereas cu rren tly  (in  
A p r il 1958) the percentage was 
7.7. Talle  asked the fo rm er 
President w hat had changed his 
m ind. T rum an snapped:

“ That exclusive in te rv iew  
never happened. I t  came out 
o f the a ir.”

By denying he had even given 
such an in te rv iew , T rum an in 
effect was accusing A rth u r  
K rock, who is know n as the 
“ Dean o f W ashington Corres
pondents,”  o f being a fa ls ifie r 
and forger. K rock replied in  de
fense of his professional and 
personal in te g rity . He answered 

I T rum an in  the  A p r i l  15, 1958, 
New Y o rk  Times w ith  crushing 
docum entary v ro o f  tha t Trum an 
had given thb  1950 in te rv iew , 
had ca re fu lly  checked K ro ck ’s 
artic le  in advance o f pub lica tion  
and had pub lic ly  acknowledged 
i t  and approved its contents at a 
press conference the day after 
the a rtic le  appeared. K rock  fu r 
the r revealed th a t Trum an h im 
self had solicited the in te rv iew . 
Moreover, the A dv iso ry  Board 
on P u litze r Prizes in  1951 had 
certified K ro ck ’s exclusive in 
te rv iew  as the 1950 prize w inne r 
in  national reporting.

K rock  a ttribu ted  T rum an ’s 
e ight-year-la te  disclaim er o f the 
in te rv ie w  to a possible “ fa u lty ” 
memory. B u t does anyone doubt 
tha t i f  a union leader o r an a l
leged “ com m unist”  were to make 
a s im ila r rep ly  to a , s im ila r 
question before a Congressional 
investigating c o m m i t t e e ,  he 
w ould  end up in prison as a 
perjuror? The most significant 
fact; however, is no t th a t T ru 
man answered fa lsely on such a 
crucia l question of pub lic im port. 
I t  is th a t v ir tu a lly  the en tire  
national press chose to ignore or 
p lay down the incident. So 
what? — what if  an ex-Presi- 
dent testifies falsely before a 
Congressional hearing? Read all 
about the poor college kids who 
look payoffs to throw basketball 
games!

Who Owns America?

There is no v ita l area to w hich 
you can point, from  the sum
m its o f governm ent to the  giants 
o f finance and industry, th a t is 
not rigged to deceive the peoplé. 
Take the question o f who owns 
this country. We are to ld  tha t 
th is is a “ people's capita lism ,”  
in fe rr in g  tha t the ownership and

contro l o f the dom inating cor
porations is w ide ly  spread. There 
has been p u b lic ity  recently  about 
the Du F on t’s control o f 23% 
o f General Motors stock and the 
refusal o f the courts to  make the 
Du Pont fa m ily  divest itse lf o f 
th is stock a fte r a ten-year fed 
eral suit. B u t do you know how 
the Ford M oto r Company stock
holdings are rigged to keep con
tro l in  the hands o f the Ford 
fam ily?

There arc three classes of 
Ford stock: common stock sold 
to the public; class A  stock ow n
ed exclusively by the Ford Foun
dation which is contro lled by the 
Ford fa m ily ; and class B stock 
w h ich  is owned by the Ford 
fam ily . The fa m ily -he ld  class B 
shares, however, re ta in  40% of 
the vo ting  power o f the com
pany so long as these shares ex
ceed 2,700,000. The Ford fa m ily  
holds 6,293,000 such class B 
shares. The Ford Foundation 
held, as of last March, 34,132,239 
class A  shares. P u b lic ly  held 
common stocks, w hich are con
verted class A  shares, to ta l only 
14,336,504 at th is w ritin g . The 
Ford company, of coursé, boasts 
o f its 260,000 “ owners”  o r share
holders. B ut the Ford fa m ily  can 
outvote a ll the commpn share
holders w ith  ju s t 2,700,001 class 
B shares.

I t  was inside-page news even 
in  the New Y ork  Times when 
the ten largest rubber corpora
tions recently pleaded nolo con
tendere —  no contest —  to an 
a n ti-tru s t c rim ina l ind ic tm ent in  
a p rice -fix ing  case. On Nov. 9, 

j  federal judge Gregory F. Noonan 
levied a to ta l fine o f $177,500 
against the corporate defendants 
and adm itted to the Justice De- 

| partm ent’s A n ti-T ru s t D iv is ion  
; law yer:

“ I have the deep-rooted 
' feeling tha t perhaps the best 

way to enforce the laws 
against c lnon ic  vio la tors is to 
pu t some o f the ind iv idua ls  in  
[the ind ic tm ent]. You can’t 
send a corporation to ja il . ”

B uilt-In  "Fix"

The w hole damned system is 
rigged. That is w hat K a rl M arx 
revealed a century ago. He ex
posed the exact w ay in  whien 
the capitalists rook the workers 
even when the w orkers are con
vinced they are getting a “ fa ir  
day’s pay.”  M a rx  uncovered the 
secret of surplus value, whereby 
the w orke r sells his labor power 
to the cap ita lis t fo r a fixed  wage 
and th is  power to labor creates 
surplus value above the value 
o f the wage received w h ich  is 
appropriated as pro fit.

The great “ crim e”  o f M a rx  in  
the eyes o f the capita lists and 
the ir agents was his exposure o f 
th is  b u ilt- in  “ f ix ”  o f capita lism  
— the exp lo ita tion  o f labor fo r 
the extraction  o f surplus value, 
the source o f a ll profits. But, the 
agents o f capita lism  don’t attack 
M arxism  fo r  its devastating an
alysis o f how capita lis t exp lo ita 
tion  works. Even in  this, the 
system is rigged. M arxism  is 
fram ed up and assailed as a doc
tr in e  of the “ overth row  o f the 
governm ent By force and v io 
lence.”

The late Leon T ro tsky once 
w ro te  tha t we are liv in g  in  “ the 
epoch o f the lie .”  This system, 
b u ilt upon a fraud, can be de
fended only by more and great
er falsifications. W herever you 
touch it, corrup tion  bursts fo rth . 
I t  w i l l  take bu t one firm  push 
by the Am erican w o rk in g  class 
to make the w hole cap ita lis t 
s tructure  crum ble. The fu tu re  
socialist generations m ay w e ll 
recall capitalism , above a ll, as 
the System o f the Great Hoax.
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On the Assassination of Trotsky

FUND SCOREBOARD
Branch Quota Paid Percent

Boston ........................... $ 350 $ 350 100
Pittsburgh ................... 10 10 100
St. Louis ....................... 80 60 75
T w in  Cities ................. . 1,700 1,175 69
San D ie g o ..................... 245 164 67
D e tro it ........................... 600 395 66
Connecticut ................. 100 65 65
M ilw aukee ................... 300 190 63
N ew ark ......................... 265 154 58
New Y o r k ..................... . 4,200 2,210 53
P hiladelph ia  ............... 400 211 53.
Bay Area ..................... 800 419 52
Chicago ......................... . 1,000 500 50
Denver ......................... 40 20 50
Los Angeles ................. . 4.400 2,161 49
Cleveland ..................... 750 325 43
Seattle ........................... 500 172 34
A llen tow n  ............ ,...... 110 35 32
General ......................... 150 36 24

Tota l through Nov. 24 $16,000 $8,652 54

. . .  Fund Drive
(Continued from  Page 1)

M y enthusiasm about the 
meeting, of course, was espec
ia lly  h igh because $60 was con
tr ibu ted  fo r our fund, some of 
i t  from  long-tim e friends and 
some from  people who reached 
in to  th e ir pockets fo r the firs t 
tim e to help the socialist cause.

Speaking of money, I  w ant to 
leave room fo r  several “ payola”  
plugs. (According to the papers 
tha t means accepting a bribe to 
boost someone’s record.) I don’t 
have any rock ’n ’ ro ll to push, 
bu t I  w ant to get in a few  words 
about the coming New Y ork  and 
Los Angeles bazaars. M y angle 
is brazenly obvious —  I hope.

New Y ork  is collecting a mass 
of rea lly  w onderfu l items fo r its 
bazaar w hich w il l  be held Sat
urday, Dec. 12, at 116 U n ive rs ity  
Place. Be sure to attend fo r 
some spectacular Xmas bar
gains. I t ’s a painless w ay to 
help a w o rthy  cause.

The “ low -cos t-o f-liv ing ”  baz
aar in Los Angeles w il l  be held 
Sunday, Dec. 6, at 1702 East 
Fourth  Street. According to the 
grapevine i t  w il l  be the very 
best yet.

A  “ good and w e lfa re ”  note. 
The scoreboard shows tha t our 
Pittsburgh correspondent h it  the 
100% m ark th is week despite a 
siege of illness. Here’s hoping 
fo r a speedy recovery.

Don’t miss a week. Send in  
your subscription to the M ilitant.

THE M IN D  OF AN ASSASSIN,
by Isaac Don Levine. Farrar,
Straus and Cudahy, New
York. 1959. 232 pp. $4.50.
Isaac Don Levine has a ttem pt

ed in th is book to assemble a ll 
the main facts know n or sur
mised about the assassin of 
Leon Trotsky, to deduce from  
these w hat the k i lle r ’s m ind  is 
like  and to suggest how th is 
k ind o f m ind fits in to  our times. 
U n fo rtuna te ly  the handling of 
the m ateria l suffers in ju ry  from  
the author’s preoccupation w ith  
a propagand ists  theme — tha t 
communism is by nature to ta li
ta rian  and conspiratoria l.

The p rinc ipa l m e rit o f the 
book is the new evidence i t  p re 
sents on the id e n tity  o f the as
sassin. I t  had been rum ored in  
Spanish refugee circles in  M ex
ico tha t “ F rank Jacson,”  or 
“ Jacques M orngrd,”  was Ramon 
Mercader, a S ta lin is t pa rtic ipan t 
in  the c iv il w ar in  Spain who 
had been recru ited  by his m o th 
er Caridad in to  the N K V D , S ta l
in ’s secret po litica l police. Dr. 
A lfonso Quiroz, a M exican psy
ch ia tris t, discovered in  M adrid  
a 1935 police record tha t made 
i t  possible to confirm  th is 
through the k i l le r ’s fingerprin ts. 
The discovery was announced 
by the warden o f the federal 
pen iten tia ry  in  1953, bu t M er
cader s t i l l  denied its t ru th fu l
ness.

From Family Album

Levine managed in  the past 
year to locate fu r th e r docu
ments in  Barcelona. As illu s tra 
tions in his book, he includes 
from  the Mercader fa m ily  album 
an early  photo o f the mother, 
taken in  the 1920’s; a teen-age 
photo of the assassin; a photo of 
the assassin at the age o f about 
19, w earing the un ifo rm  o f a 
ju n io r lieutenant in  the Spanish 
Republican A rm y  and standing 
beside his grandm other; and 
photos of his brothers Pablo and 
Jorge and his sister Montserrat. 
A  la te r photograph of his m oth 
er, matched feature fo r feature 
by the M exican police, demon
strates the m arked resemblance 
between m other and son.

According to  Levine, Caridad 
Mercader is liv in g  in  Paris w ith  
her daughter and son-in-law, 
having been seen there as re 
cently as M arch o f th is  year. He 
mentions th a t the assassin’s fa 
ther, Don Pablo, is s t i l l  a live  in  
Barcelona.

In  the fina l chapter o f his 
book, Levine quotes extensively 
from  a le tte r he received from  
Enrique Castro Delgado, a fo rm 
er member of the C entra l Com
m ittee and the P o litica l Bureau 
of the Spanish Com m unist pa rty  
who held top posts at the fro n t 
in  the figh ting  against Franco. 
Delgado, now in Mexico, writes 
that Caridad Mercader, whom he 
knew for years in Moscow after 
the Spanish defeat, finally be
came disillusioned with Stalin
ism and confessed to him bitter 
regret over the assassination of 
Trotsky, in which she as well as 
her son was involved.

Besides details o f th is  k ind  
about the id e n tity  o f T ro tsky ’s 
assassin, Levine attempts to 
probe the w ide r ram ifications o f 
the m urder plot. A n  im portan t 
part o f th is is in fo rm a tion  about 
Zborowski, an N K V D  agent who 
succeeded in  w inn ing  the con
fidence of Leon Sedov, T ro tsky ’s 
son, and who had a hand in  his 
mysterious death in  1938.

However, in  his eagerness to 
lis t every deta il touch ing S ta lin ’s 
p lo t to  k i l l  T ro tsky or to  prove 
his centra l thesis about the con
sp ira to ria l nature o f comm u
nism, Levine fa ils to d raw  the 
line  on doub tfu l m ateria l. As 
explanation fo r  the expulsion of 
T ro tsky from  Norway, fo r ex
ample, he cites testim ony by 
Louis F. Budenz, fo rm er ed ito r 
o f the D a ily  W orker, th a t Mos
cow used a report he made to 
the N K V D  o f an alleged con
versation T ro tsky had w ith  the 
Rev. A. J. Muste on “ plans fo r 
the v io len t overth row  o f the So
v ie t regime.”  The real reason fo r 
T ro tsky ’s .expulsion was more 
lik e ly  a h in t from  the K re m lin  
tha t the Soviet governm ent hap
pened to be a good customer of 
the Norwegian fishing industry .

Vivid Account

For those u n fa m ilia r w ith  the 
details o f the actual m urder of 
T rotsky, the book offers a com
posite p ic tu re  based on reports 
of eyewitnesses, inc lud ing  m y 
own account. These/ are quoted 
to considerable extent. State
ments made by the assassin to 
the police are fitted  in . ’:’

Levine has conscientiously en
deavored here to be as accurate 
as possible and he has succeeded 
well, in my opinion, in present
ing these terrible scenes. I noted 
only a few minor errors; but 
these are not of a kind to affect 
the faithfulness of the account...

L ikew ise  good is the b rie f 
h is to ry  o f Mercader’s attempts 
to obta in parole. O bediently fo l
low ing" the tw is ts  and tu rns o f 
the K re m lin ’s fo re ign  policy,

Mercader at one po in t sought to 
u tilize  the M inneapolis case to 
his advantage.

When leaders of the Socialist 
Workers party became the first 
victims of the Smith Act for the 
"critne" of opposing imperialist 
war and advocating socialism, 
Mercader implied that this justi
fied his assassination of Trotsky, 
for among the Minneapolis de
fendants was Jake Cooper, one 
of Trotsky's guards!

The attem pt to probe the m ind 
of the S ta lin is t k i l le r  is based 
on a prolonged psych ia tric ex- 
am ination-o f the prisoner under 
court order. Some in teresting 
f a c t s  concerning M ercader’s 
Spanish and S t a l i n i s t  back
ground were tu rned up but it  
seems fa r-fe tched to seek the u l
tim ate  explanation o f the as
sassin’s crimes in  his in fa n t t r ib 
ulations w ith  w et nurses. The 
explanation fo r a po litica l crim e 
s till lies in  the fie ld  o f politics.

D avid A lfa ro  Siqueiros, the 
M exican - S ta lin is t pain ter, also 
tr ied  to k i l l  T ro tsky, organizing 
the M ay 24, 1940, machine-gun 
assault, w h ich  Levine  describes 
in  th is book. Is the u ltim a te  ex
p lanation fo r  th is  attempted 
m urder (and actual k ill in g  o f one 
of T ro tsky ’s guards) to be found 
in  Siqueiros’ unhappy relations 
w ith  his w et nurses?

W hat does such an explana
tio n  do to Levine ’s po litica l 
theory tha t Mercader represents

“ the K re m lin ’s happy robot o f 
the fu tu re ” ? Do o n ly  unhappy 
in fants of our cap ita lis t w o rld  
make happy K re m lin  robots? (A  
robot tha t fin a lly  leaves, as L e 
vine h im se lf puts it, “ the im 
pression o f a sedate bourgeois” !)

It  is in the. politics of the as
sassination that Levine really  
goes off tangent. He holds that 
Stalin in seeking Trotsky's mur
der had his eye on the future 
world revolution. "To ride the 
coming revolutionary tide in  tr i
umph, he would have to elim i
nate his only potential post-war 
rival, Trotsky."

This absurd judgm ent stents 
from  the reactionary v iew  th a t 
S ta lin ism  and T ro tsky ism  are 
s im ply tw o  w ings o f com m u
nism, both of them  equa lly  re v 
o lu tiona ry  and equally bad' in  
the fina l analysis. One supposes 
tha t th is  is also w hat causes L e 
v ine to see the struggle between 
S ta lin  and T ro tsky as p rin c ip a lly  
a struggle between tw o  conspir
ators.

The background o f social and 
po litica l struggles in  the Soviet 
U nion and elsewhere, w h ich  
gives the real key to the h is to ric  
contest, is thus m issing fro m  the  
book. The inclusion o f some S ta l
in is t plots and in trigues o f d u 
bious au then tic ity , occurring  on 
the fr inge  o f the m ain  conspir
acy against T ro tsky  and Sedpv, 
scarcely compensates fo r  th is  
shallowness.

— Joseph Hansen
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Stinging Slap
The A lge rian  revo lu tion  served notice 

th a t i t  is by no means dead. On Nov. 20 
i t  reached u ^  and gave French President 
De G aulle a sting ing slap. Throughout 
A sia  ahd A fr ica , the peoples m ust have 
cheered at the accuracy of the b low  and 
laughed at the anger i t  provoked in  De 
Gaulle, ' the self-in fla ted oracle of the  
“ greatness of France.”

De G aulle has been behaving as i f  the 
struggle o f the A lge rian  people fo r  nation
a l libe ra tion  was as good as crushed. The 
term s he offered the A lgerians on Sept. 16 
were insu lting . H is o ffer of “ se lf-de term in
a tion ”  was a patent fraud.

The leaders o f the A lge rian  N ationa l 
L ib e ra tio n  F ront, however, agreed to ta lk  
this m a tte r over w ith  the French, and on 
Nov. 20 named five men to represent them. 
A l l  five are prisoners o f the French.

F our of them  fe ll in to  French hands 
in  October 1956 when a Moroccan plane 
ca rry ing  them  from  Morocco to Tunisia 
and fly in g  over the M editerranean Sea was 
forced by the French to land in  A lgeria . In  
Short they were kidnaped in  v io la tion  of 
in te rna tion a l law . The Moroccan govern
m ent protested v igorous ly  against th is  
gangsterism, bu t the French ju s t brushed 
the protests aside.

Am ong the capitives is Mohammed 
Ben Bella, v ice-prem ier of the A lge rian  
governm ent in  exile. He is the most popu
la r  figure among the A lge rian  freedom 
fighters. I t  was under his command tha t 
the w ar o f na tiona l libe ra tion  began five

years ago. He was one of the fo u r to be 
treacherously seized by  the French.

By nam ing those who were kidnaped 
as its  spokesmen, the N ationa l L ibe ra tion  
F ro n t fo rce fu lly  rem inded De G aulle tha t 
i t , hadn’t  fo rgo tten  about the p e rfid y  of 
French im peria lism  and tha t i t  wasn’t  
ready to cave in  before h is  b lus te r or be 
suckered b y  h i s  “ self - de te rm ina tion”  
scheme.

Furtherm ore , b y  nam ing Ben Bella 
instead o f a prom inent moderate as nego
tia to r, the A lge rian  governm ent in  ex ile  
served notice on De G aulle tha t i t  consid
ered itse lf to be negotia ting fro m  strength 
and not from  weakness.

F in a lly , the A lgerians rebuffed De 
G au lle ’s arrogant stand th a t no p o litica l 
settlem ent o f the A lge rian  problem  could 
be discussed u n t il fou r years a fte r figh ting  
stops. The governm ent in  ex ile  directed its 
five envoys to take up “ conditions and 
guarantees of the application of self-deter
m in a tio n ”—-that is, to concentrate on the 
term s w hereby A lg e ria  w i l l  obta in its  in 
dependence. The A lgerians insist tha t 
agreement on th is  question m ust precede 
any ta lk  about a cease fire.

De G aulle  has a n g rily  refused to ac
cept Ben Bella and the other fou r capitives 
as negotiators fo r the A lge rian  freedom 
fighters and again threatened the A lge rian  
N ationa l L ibe ra tion  A rm y  w ith  ann ih ila 
tion. B u t the A lge rian  people are deter
m ined to end French im peria lis t ru le. They 
w i l l  not read ily  stop figh ting  w ith o u t 
guarantees tha t independence w i l l  ensue.

Tito and Mao on "Summit"
Though at loggerheads, the Yugoslav 

and Chinese Com m unist p a rty  leaders 
agree on one th ing : any “ peaceful coex- 
istènce”  agreement th a t Moscow and 
W ashington m igh t conclude w i l l  not nec
essarily be b ind ing  on them.

For the Yugoslavs, M arshal T ito , ad
dressing 100,000 persons near the B u lga r
ian  border on Nov. 22, warned of “ a con- 
stâht danger”  th a t any East-W est’ agree
m en t w ou ld  be îriâdë at the expense of the 
sm all and less pow erfu l nations. “ I  never 
could fa l l  in  w ith  a po licy  w h ich  ignored 
the sm all countries and those outside both 
blocs and in  w h ich  the b ig  again became 
the tu to rs  o f the sm all,”  he said.

T ito  speaks from  experience. Once be
fo re  the  Yugoslavs had to challenge an 
arrangem ent between the Soviet burèauc- 
racy and W estern im peria lism  because i t  
v io la ted Yugoslav nationa l righ ts. That 
was du ring  W orld  W ar I I ,  when S ta lin , 
C h u rch ill and Roosevelt agreed to d iv ide  
Eastern Europe in to  spheres of influence. 
Accord ing to the term s of the secret deal, 
Yugoslavia was to be shared 50-50 be
tween Âng lo -A m erican  im peria lism  and 
the Soviet Union. The m onarchy was to be 
restored and capita lism  guaranteed. F o r
tuna te ly , the Yugoslav CP, w h ich  stood, at 
the  head o f a revo lu tiona ry  partisan move- 
ihëht, ignored the arrangements, defied 
S ta lin ’s orders and w ent on to cfeate an 
independent w orke rs ’ state.

As fo r the Chinese, they have not pub
l ic ly  expressed themselves against K hrush-

chev’s cu rren t “ peaceful coexistence”  m an
euvers. B u t leading Polish Com m unist 
p a rty  o ffic ia ls w ho partic ipa ted in  the 
Peking celebrations of the ten th  ann iver
sary of the Chinese revo lu tion  report tha t 
Mao Tse-tung is absolute ly opposed to 
having Khrushchev negotiate fo r  Chiha at 
a sum m it meeting. (This was revealed by 
A. M. Rosenthal, New Y o rk  Times corres
pondent, who was recen tly  expelled from  
Poland because he had “ probed too deep
ly ”  in to  Com m unist p a rty  m atters.)

Accord ing to the Poles, “ D u rin g  the 
discussions between P rem ier Khrushchev 
and Mao Tse-tung . . . the Chinese leader 
said tha t Far Eastern issues of concern to 
Peip ing could not be negotiated w ith o u t 
. . . C hina’s pa rtic ipa tion .”  (N.Y. Times, 
Nov. 24.)

F o r our part, we believe th a t w ha t 
T ito  and Mao say about no deals at the 
expense o f Yugoslavia ’s and China’s in 
terests goes double fo r  the interests of the 
in te rna tion a l w o rk ing  class. We th in k  tha t 
negotiations between the Soviet and U.S. 
governments covering such m atters as 
A m erican m ilita ry  bases abroad, nuclear 
tests, trade and s im ila r questions are com
p le te ly  in  order and can prove h ig h ly  bene
fic ia l. B u t we too w arn  th a t K hrushchev’s 
“ peaceful coexistence”  po licy  aims at set
t lin g  m ore than these questions. I t  aims at 
a w o rld  status-quo deal tha t w ou ld  sacri
fice the Working-class struggle fo r  social
ism in  every land. A nd  to th a t we are dead 
opposed.

A  Fair Demand
Propaganda designed to d iscréd it the 

Cuban people and th e ir  governm ent has 
been increasing la te ly . The State D epart
m ent has encouraged th is  by its  own pro
tests over w ha t i t  term s “ an ti-A m erican”  
expression's in  Cuba.

The g ist oil the propaganda is th a t 
Cuban's who agrée w ith  P rem ier F ide l 
Castro’s “ outbursts of an ti-A m erican ism ”  
are “ ungra te fu l.”  Tha t the Ü.S. has fo r 50 
years played the ro le o f “ good ne ighbor;”  
in  fact the U.S. has been “ generéus”  to a 
fau lt.

A fte r  a ll, we are to ld , America*has a l
ways g iven p re fe ren tia l trea tm ent to Cuba. 
Isn ’t  i t  true  th a t th is  year, under the sugar 
quota, established by Congress, we are 
buy ing  64% of Cuba’s sugar crop at six 
cents a pound or double the w o rld  m arke t 
price?- The w ind-up  usua lly  carries an 
im p lied  th rea t th a t Congress m ig h t cu t the 
sugar quota i f  Cubans refuse to lis ten to 
reason.

In  a note, Nov. 13, re jec ting  o ffic ia l 
U.S. protests, the Cuban governm ent 
pointed out th a t “ Cuba has ac tua lly  g iven 
more than she has received.”  -The note 
called a tten tion  to an agreement sighed 
between the tw o  countries in  1903, when 
Cuba has bare ly  won freedom from  Spain, 
w h ich  granted the U.S. “ p re fe ren tia l duties 
rang ing  from  20-40 per cent below  those 
charged to other countries . . . ”  w h ile  the 
U.S. “ reserved the r ig h t to raise, u n ila te r
a lly  th e ir  im p o rt ta r iff, w ith o u t de trim en t 
to those p re fe ren tia l duties.”

Cuba was forced to take the b u lk  of 
her im ports  fro m  Am erica. “ The on ly  
rec ip roc ity  derivéd . . .  fro m  tha t trea ty  
was the p re fe ren tia l trea tm ent of the im 
ports o f Cuban sugar, tobacco and certa in 
m ino r products in to  the U n ited  States.”

In  1934 another trade agreement a l
lowed the U.S. p re fe ren tia l du ty  reduction 
rang ing from  20% to 60%. This, the Cuban 
governm ent decláres, “ coincided w ith  the 
adoption of the sugar im p o rt quota sys
tem .”  Úndet' tha t system Cuba lost “ the 
s ingle reciprocal concession we ever had 
in  o u r'tra d e  w ith  the U n ited  States,”  and 
“ the Am erican G overnm ent is 'free to 
change at w il l,  d isregarding our h is to rica l 
figh ts , the size of the Cuban sugar quota.”

Cuba is now asking fo r  a b ila te ra l 
agreement tha t cannot be “ m odified by  any 
u n ila te ra l decision”  of the State D epart
m ent. Considering the exp lo ita tion  tha t 
the Cuban people have been subjected to, 
th is  demand is hot on ly  ju s tified  i t  is ve ry  
m ild .

The one-sided trade “ agreement”  now 
existing  between the U.S. and Cuba is a 
vestige of the Batista days when Am erican 
cap ita l ru led  the Cuban economy as a semi
colon ia l source of super profits.

The nex t move is up to the State 
Departm ent. I t  w i l l  be watched by m illions  
of people ^throughout L a tin  Am érica  who, 
lik e  the Cubans, have good and sound 
reason to suspect W ashington’s m uch to u t
ed “ generosity.”

"Please, Fifi! Maybe his thumb was big and greasy; but it was on 
the scale, not the medt!"

De Gaulle Pours Sand 
In 'Coexistence' Works

B y Danie l Roberts
Since Khrushchev's visit to 

the United States last Septem
ber, the U.S. and Soviet gov 
ernments have taken further 
measures — such as broadening 
the cultural-exchange program 
— to relax international ten
sions. Bui Khrushchev's attempt 
to conclude a two-power deal 
between Moscow and Washing
ton, aimed at preserving the 
world status quo indefinitely, 
evidently keeps running into 
snags.

F irst, U.S. im peria lism  appears 
as yet re luc tan t to enter in to  
such a deal. N ot tha t the ru lin g  
class o f th is  country has any 
scruples about fo rc ing  people 
at home or abroad to accept the 
cap ita lis t status quo. B u t A m e r
ican big-business po licy makers 
ev idently  fear to accept, even 
fo r  a fe w  years, a pact such as 
Khrushchev proposes lest i t  
swerve them too fa r  o ff th e ir 
main course, w h ich  is to p re 
pare fo r w ar against the Soviet 
Union.

Second, the thaw  itse lf has 
pointed up the fac t th a t even 
pa rtia l agreements between the 
U.S. and the Soviet U nion are 
not easily a rrived  at because 
“ th ird  powers”  constantly in 
tervene and complicate the p ro 
cess.

Take the cessation of nuclear- 
bomb testing, fo r  instance. A n  
agreement to cease contam inat
ing the atmosphere by explod
ing  atom ic bombs w ou ld  be 
h igh ly  beneficial to m ankind. 
Because i t  fits  in  w ith  its  cu r
ren t d ip lom atic  objectives of 
seemingly p rom oting p e a c e ,  
W àshington has indicated tha t 
i t  m igh t be w illin g  to conclude 
such an agreement w ith  Mos
cow.

French Plan Test

B u t i t  tu rns out tha t even i f  
the U.S., B rita in  and the Soviet 
U nion agree to end nuclear 
testing, Pres, de G aulle of 
France W ill go ahead w ith  atom 
ic explosions on his own. France 
has not ye t tested a bomb, bu t 
i t  plans to detonate one in  a 
few  months in  the Sahara Des
ert, despite the protest o f a ll 
A frica n  nations.

On Nov. 20 by a vote of 51 to 
16, the U nited Nations General. 
Assembly adopted a resolution 
u rg ing  France not to  conduct 
th is  test. B u t the French govern
m ent has announced th a t i t  w il l  
give up nuclear testing on ly  i f  
the other nuclear powers begin 
d ism antling th e ir atom ic stock
piles. This is something U.S. 
im peria lism  s im ply w il l  not do. 
So De Gaulle — unless the 
W hite  House buys h im  off — 
can be expected to ca rry  on 
w ith  atom ic explosions, and i f  
he does, th is  may k i l l  the pros-

Soviet Scientists 
Hit Cheap Boasts

Three leading Soviet phys i
cists came down hard on irres
ponsible boasting in  the Soviet 
press about doub tfu l scientific 
theories. They charged tha t 
“ cheap sensations”  in  the scien
tific  fie ld w ou ld  d iscred it a ll 
Soviet science.

In  an artic le  they co-authored 
fo r  Pravda, Nov. 22, the three 
rejected ,as “ vague,”  “ uncon
v inc ing ,”  and “ unscientific”  a 
theory by one o f th e ir colleagues 
tha t the flow  o f tim e is a source 
of energy in  the universe. They 
condemned widespread propa
ganda about the theory as sen
sationalism.

The three physicists are Igo r 
Y. Tamm, Nobel P rizew inner, 
P yo tr L . K apista  and Lev A r t 
simovich. A l l  three ho ld  leading 
posts in the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences.

pects o f a U.S.-Soviet agreement 
to ban nuclear tests.

Though France's go-il-alone 
policy stems from De Gaulle's 
megalomaniac concern w ith re
storing the country's "great
ness,'' it is part of a larger prob
lem confronting U.S. im perial
ism and the Kremlin. Because 
of the thaw, Washington has 
been forced to loosen the reins 
it holds on its Western allies. 
Economic and political rivalries 
among England, West Germany 
and France consequently be
come more prominent and so 
have the respective rivalries of 
these countries and Japan with 
the United Stales.

De G aulle ’s course in  p a rtic 
u la r has seriously weakened the 
m ilita ry  structure  o f the N ATO  
alliance. Since Am erican im per
ia lism  is determ ined to preserve 
the alliance, De G aulle ’s inde
pendent course presents Wash
ington w ith  a first-class head
ache and çuts down its freedom 
to maneuver w ith  the USSR.

For Khrushchev, De G aulle ’s 
delusions o f grandeur mean tha t 
he has to supplem ent his ap
proaches to W ashington fo r  a 
tw o-pow er deal w ith  an ap
proach to De Gaulle. A nd  he 
also w il l  have to make special 
approaches to the West Germans 
and the B ritish .

Communist Party Policy

Despite the com plexities in 
volved, K hrushchev perseveres 
in  his attem pts to achieve 
“ peaceful coexistence”  w i t h  
Am erican b ig  business and w ith  
its ju n io r partners as w e ll. The 
po licy pursued by Com m unist 
parties outside the Soviet bloc 
have been tied to these attempts. 
This is made evident by recent 
actions taken bÿ the CP in  
France, Ind ia , Indonesia and 
Iraq.

In  France, the CP leadership 
decided on Nov. 3 to support 
De G au lle ’s plans fo r  A lgeria . 
These plans are designed to re 
ta in  French im peria lis t contro l 
over the country w h ile  offering 
the A lgerian  people the sem
blance o f “ se lf-determ ination.”  
Last September, the CP leaders 
denounced De G au lle ’S scheme. 
B u t they  reversed th e ir  stand 
a fte r Khrushchev praised i t  in  
his Oct. 31 speech on fore ign 
po licy  delivered before the Su
preme Soviet in  Moscow.

In  Ind ia , the CP’s national 
council on Nov. 14 adopted a 
resolution stating tha t P rim e 
M in is te r N ehru had taken the 
“ correct stand”  in  re jecting Pe
k in g ’s claims in the border d is
pute between Ind ia  and China.

In  Indonesia, the CP last Ju ly  
supported President Sukarno in 
the establishment o f a sem i-dic
tatorship tha t leans heav ily  on 
the m ilita ry .

In  Iraq  last August, the CP 
national leaders issued a stern 
w arn ing  to the membership tha t 
they had no in ten tion  of leading 
a w orkers ’ b id  fo r power 
against Gen. A bde l Kassem’s 
regime. The CP members were 
to ld  they must accept the “ nec
essity o f a long coexistence”  
w ith  Kassem. The orders were 
reprin ted  w ith  a show o f satis
faction by Pravda in  Moscow, 
according to the Aug. 21 C h ris t
ian Science M onitor.

A ll these readjustments of CP 
policy are designed to convince 
Washington that a deal with  
Moscow w ill help contain the 
upsurge of the colonial peoples 
within bounds compatible with  
imperialist rule. In  France, 
Khrushchev throws his weight 
behind De Gaulle to the detri
ment of the rights of the Alger
ian people. In  Asia and the M id 
east, he otters to help stabilize 
the rule of the colonial bour
geoisie and in this form to help 
keep these areas w ithin thé 
framework of world capitalism.

That W ashington has been

closely w atch ing CP po licy  is 
indicated by Joseph C. Harsch 
w rit in g  in  the Nov. 4 C hris tian  
Science M onitor. Back in  1956, 
says Harsch, Secretary of State 
Dulles, a fte r “ one o f his most 
unpublicized agonizing reap
praisals,”  developed the concept 
tha t “ i t  was already too late to 
a ttem pt to exclude the Soviets 
from  the M idd le  East, and tha t 
perhaps the tim e had come to 
conduct an experim ent in  in 
v it in g  them  in to  w o rld  coun
cils.”

Since then W ashington has 
experim ented from  lim e  to tim e 
w ith  consulting Moscow about 
areas where the Soviet govern
ment had a “ factua l interest,”  in  
the hope tha t eventua lly  Mos
cow “ m igh t become responsible 
in the exercise o f responsib il
i ty .”

Harsch reports tha t W ashing
ton is pleased w ith  K h rush 
chev’s Oct. 31 speech, especially 
his support fo r  De G aulle ’s 
proposals on A lgeria . “ Moscow 
is behaving almost as though i t  
belonged consciously to a con
cert o f great powers lin ked  to 
gether in  a common e ffo rt to 
m ain ta in  peace, s ta b ility , and 
order in  the w o rld ,”  says 
Harsch.

The American 
W ay of Life

Life on O ther Planets
W illia m  L. Laurence, science expert of the  New Y o rk  

Times, w ro te  a colum n Nov. 22 th a t I  am sure every science- 
lov ing  Am erican w i l l  appreciate. I t  is about l ife  on o ther 
planets and how  near we are to*~
com m unicating w ith  w hatever 
reasoning beings m ay be on 
them.

Leaving  out o f account the 
m illio n  or so other galaxies w ith 
in  telescopic range, he estimates 
th a t i f  every one o f the hundred 
b illio n  suns in  ou r ow n galaxy 
had a solar system lik e  ours, as 
now seems lik e ly , there are 100,- 
000 tr i l l io n  planets capable o f 
supporting life  as we know  i t  on 
earth. Even i f  on ly  one in  a b i l 
lio n  stars had a s ingle p lanet 
lik e  ours, we w ou ld  s t i l l  have 
100,000,000 habitab le  neighbors 
in  our galaxy.

"Near Some Star"

I t  therefore stands to  reason 
tha t m any planets m ay have 
h ig h ly  developed societies. As 
tw o  C orne ll U n ive rs ity  profes
sors pu t it ,  “ near some star ra th 
er like ,the  sun there are c iv iliz a 
tions w ith  scientific interests and 
w ith  technical possib ilities much 
greater than those available to 
us.”

"To the beings of such a so
ciety," they continue, "our sun 
must appear as a likely site for 
the evolution of a new society. 
I t  is probable that for a long 
time they w ill have been expect
ing the development of science 
near the sun. We shall assume 
that long ago they established a 
channel of communication that 
would one day become known to 
us, and that they look forward 
patiently to the answering sig
nals from the sun which would 
make known to them that a nfew 
society has entered the com
munity of intelligence."

Thus i t  m ay be th a t c iv iliz a 
tions much older and m ore ad
vanced than ours; have been 
s igna lling  fo r  decades or cen
turies. True, i t  takes years fo r 
the signals to cross space; b u t in  
the  case o f stars lik e  Tau Ceti 
and Epsilon E ridan i the  lag is 
o n ly  12 years. They undoubted ly 
have receivers sensitive enough 
to “ s ift a rtif ic ia l signals from  the 
jum b le  o f rad io  noise§ coming 
fro m  the earth and outer space.”

Our Receivers

Here is w ha t is re a lly  exciting. 
O ur ow n rad io  astronom y has 
now advanced so fa r th a t we are 
close to perfecting  instrum ents

o f comparable sens itiv ity ! I f  w e 
could decode the  m athem atical 
sequences w h ich  they m ig h t use 
as keys we could soon enter the 
galactic com m un ity  o f in te l l i
gence.

D r. F rank  D. Drake, a p ro m i
nent rad io  astronomer, has in d i
cated the firs t questions he 
w ou ld  ask (even though i t  
m ig h t take 12 years because o f 
the distance to  get the answers). 
These w ou ld  be “ how  to p revent 
cancer and heart disease; how  
to pro long life ; how  to  contro l 
the  energy o f the fusion process 
in  the hydrogen bomb fo r  in 
dustria l pow er; how  to develop 
m an’s creative po ten tia l; ahd, 
above all, whether —  and if  so 
how —  the planetary society 
had managed to build a culture 
at peace, in which each indi* 
vidual lived a fu ll physical and 
spiritual life."

Isn ’t  th a t a prospect to  s tir  
the im ag ina tion ! Far fro m  being 
an isolated smear o f protoplasm  
on a dust speck in  an odd crevice 
o f the universe, we m ay be p a rt 
o f a com m un ity  w a itin g  to  w e l
come us and share know ledge 
o f galactic scope. T ha t’s im ag i
nation w ith  an A m erican sweep!

B u t w ou ld  we be prepared to  
act on the in fo rm a tio n  arid ad
vice we m igh t receive fro m  o lder 
and w iser p laneta ry  com m uni
ties? W hat w ou ld  w e do, fo r 
instance, i f  we got an answer 
lik e  the  fo llo w in g  to  th a t im 
po rtan t question about how  to  
b u ild  a cu ltu re  a t peace:

“ Fools! Read 1jhe accumulated 
w isdom  in  you r lib ra ries . Read 
M a rx  and Engels and L en in  arid 
T ro tsky. F o llow  th e ir  advice. 
A nd  when you have learned to 
heed you r ow n w ise men, w e’l l  
be glad to ta lk  w ith  you,again . 
Over.”

— Paul Abbott

IS  IT  W ORTH IT?
One gauge o f technological 

progress is the ailm ents th a t go 
w ith  it. In  grandpa’s day, fo r  
instance, you m ig h t get k icked 
by an iron-shod horse. A  few  
weeks ago a K en tucky  doctor 
reported som ething new to  the 
In te rna tiona l College o f S u r
geons. I t ’s “ te levis ion bottom ,”  a 
p a in fu l m u s c u l a r  a fflic tion  
p laguing T V  addicts w ith  bad 
s ittin g  posture.

Headlines in Other Lands
Yugoslavs Report 
Big Economic Rise

D uring  the last three years, 
ou tpu t o f goods and services in  
Yugoslavia increased an aver
age o f 11.9% a year and per
sonal consum ption 10.1%. This 
was reported Nov. 18 to the  Cen
tra l Com m ittee o f the  Yugoslav 
Com m unist p a rty  by M ija lko  
Todorovic, vice president in  
charge o f economic affairs.

In  the last seven years, Todoro
vic said, na tiona l income m ore 
than doubled, in dus tria l produc
tion  rose almost tw o  and a h a lf 
times and fa rm  ou tpu t rose 51%.

The economic gains d id  no t 
e lim ina te  thé  im balance between 
advanced arid backw ard areas, 
however. In  the advanced re 
gions in  1957 per capita income 
was ten  tithes th a t o f the back
w ard areas.

Japanese Repòrt 
Soviet Trade Bid

A  Soviet trade m ission v is itin g  
Tokyo has offered to buy $250 
m illio n  w o rth  o f Japanese steel 
and m achinery in  1960 from  sev
eral Japanese companies.

The trade group offered to pay 
fo r  these purchases on a long
term  contract basis, w hereby the 
Soviets w ou ld  export iro n  ore, 
coking coal, crude o il and lu m 
ber to Japan.

Thus a five-year contract on 
iron  ore w ou ld  ca ll fo r  Soviet 
export o f 3.2 m illio n  tons in  
1965, 4 m illio n  tons in  1966 and 
r io t less than 4 m illio n  tons in  
each o f the  fo llo w in g  three 
years.

The Soviet offer provides fo r 
m ore than seven tim es • the 
am ount to  be earned by Japan 
in  Soviet trade fo r th is  year.

Right-Winig Party 
Growing in India

In d ia ’s avow edly p ro -cap ita l
is t S w atantra  (Freedom) party , 
form ed last August, is m aking 
rap id  progress, says Sharokh Sa- 
bavala in  the Nov. 19 C hristian 
Science M onito r. I t  is now  in  a 
position to c la im  the status of 
opposition p a rty  in  the low er 
house of Parliam ent. For th is  i t  
needs 50 votes in  the House orit 
o f a to ta l o f 500. No other p a rty

has as ye t been;, able to  achieve 
th is  status as N ehru ’s Congress 
party , w h ich  claims to  be so
cia list, holds the preponderance 
o f seats. The S w atantra  pa rty  
has gained most o f its  strength 
from  the Congress party .

India and China 
Trade Proposals 
In Border Dispute

In d ia ’s P rim e M in is te r Nehru 
has g iven the People’s Republic 
o f China a set o f in te r im  coun
ter-proposals in  the  cu rren t 
boundary dispute.

N ehru  proposed Nov. 20 tha t 
ne ither Ind ia  nor China send out 
any m ote fo rw a rd  patro ls along 
the M cM ahon line, w h ich  In d ia  
claims is the leg itim a te  fro n tie r 
in  the  north-east arid th a t the  
Chinese evacuate th e ir  post at 
Lo rig ju  ju s t south o f W e M c
Mahon line . The Chinese refuse 
to recognize We M cM ahon lin e  
and cla im  th a t the  border should 
be fixed some 50 to  106 miles 
fu r th e r south. L o n q ju  is the on ly  
post they have set up  south o f 
the M cM ahon line, b u t when 
Chinese fo rw a rd  patro ls pene
tra ted  south o f the  lin e  last 
A ugust border clashes ensued.

In  Ladakh, west o f Tibet, 
w here P eking and N ew  D elh i 
dispute some '6,000 'square miles 
of te rr ito ry , N ehru proposed th a t 
the Indians w ith d ra w  west o f the 
line  claimed by  the  Chinese, and 
the Chinese w ith d ra w  east o f the 
line  claimed b y  the  Indians. In  
the m e a n t i m e  negotiations 
should continue in  order to  de
term ine the  firia l border.

P ek ing ’s in te rim  proposals, set 
fo r th  by P rem ier Chou E n-la i on 
Nov. 7, ca ll fo r  Chinese and In 
dian troops to  w ith d ra w  12% 
to 25 m iles fro m  th e ir  present 
positions both in  Ladakh and 
along the north-east fro n tie r. 
A lthough  Chou’s p r o p o s a l s  
w ou ld  p u ll a ll Chinese troops 
w e ll no rth  o f the M cM ahon line, 
the Indians re ject these terms, 
because Chinese troops w ould 
s ti l l  be inside te r r ito ry  claimed 
by Ind ia  in  Ladakh.

A  Chinese-constructed road 
from  T ibe t to the  S inkiang area 
o f China goes th rough  the con
tested Ladakh te rr ito ry . The 
area in  dispute there is from  
14,000 to  20,000 feet h igh  and 
has no na tive  population.

Production Begins 
In China's First 
Tractor Factory

C hina ’s firs t trac to r p la n t Went 
in to  operation on Nov. 1 àt 
Loyang, a com plete ly new  in 
dus tria l center about 500 m iles 
south o f Peking.

C onstruction o f the p lan t be-? 
gan five  years ago. H eavy m a
ch inery  in  the  fac to ry  is from  
the Soviet Union. L ig h te r mar 
ch inery  is Chinese made.

On Nov. 3, the o ffic ia l Hsinhua 
News Agency reported the firs t 
consignm ent o f 13 'tractors a r
rived  in  thé  nôrthernm ost p rov- 
irice o f H e ilungkiang, a w heat- 
g row ing  area.

Pekihg Conducts 
Drive to Reduce 
Food Consumption

The People’s R epublic , o f 
China is operating w ith  a s tr in 
gent food supply th is  w in te r ac
cording to  ind ications in  the  
m ain land press. “ In  recent 
weeks newspapers have been 
pub lic iz ing  a campaign fo r  econ
om y in  consum ption o f food 
grains,”  says T illm a n  D u rd in  in  
the Nov. 22 N ew  Y o rk  Times. 
“ Persons w ho resist the austerity  
d rive  face being branded as 
‘righ tis ts .’

“ A  recent copy o f the P eip ing 
newspaper Ta K ung  Pao . . . 
reported na tion -w ide  pressure 
to hâve ru ra l households and 
mess ha lls sign economy pacts. 
These are pledges to reduce food 
consumption, to  m ix  coarse gra in  
w ith  fine gra in, to  a lternate 
liq u id  meals —  grue l o f rice  r i i i l-  
le t o r some o ther g ra in  —  W ith 
solid  meals and to t r im  rations 
du ring  slack w o rk in g  periods.”

The economy pacts have fo l
lowed mass meetings called b y  
local offic ia ls to  impress on the  
masses the need o f saving food. 
W ide compliarice is reported, 
says D urd in .

China suffered na tu ra l ca lam i
ties th is  year on a scale reported 
to be the w ors t since before the 
1949 revo lu tion . According to  o f
fic ia l estimates, one -th ird  o f the 
coun try ’s fa rm  acreage last sum
m er was ravaged b y  floods, 
drought o r insects.



W hy Call Capitalists 
'Managers' W hen  
They A re  'Bosses'?
Editor:

The term  “ management,”  now 
so ’ much exp lo ited by h igh- 
caste j o u r n a l i s t s  and other 
spokesmen fo r capita lism , is a 
pernicious fraud imposed on the 
w o rk in g  class, especially those 
w orkers not c r it ic a lly  tra ined 
and on the w atchout fo r such 
tr icke ry .

This illu so ry  term  is an in 
vention o f our monopolistic 
overlords as a cover up fo r  the ir 
economic exp lo ita tion . T he ir 
ruse is to confuse the minds of 
unw ary  workers and tie  them  
to the s e rv ility  of th e ir rule. 
T he ir a im  is to avoid acknow
ledgm ent of the struggle be
tween capita l and labor.

These so-called “ managers”  
at most are the absentee owners 
of our indus tria l capital, w hich 
owners in  the main have noth
ing to do w ith  production, doing 
no th ing  b u t d raw ing the d iv i
dends.

The real managers in  industry

are h ired  employees, and thus 
also are members of the w o rk 
ing class, w ith  the common in 
terests o f a ll the workers. Too 
many of these are now serving 
the capitalists, instead of repo rt
ing  to the workers. Such ser
vice also is a fraud  tha t should 
be destroyed by working-class 
u n ity  and collective action.

As said, the te rm  “ manage
m ent”  is a fraud ; in  fact, the 
whole economy based upon tha t 
fraud is fraudu len t. The action 
of the w orkers should make i t  
honest and democratic.

Joseph Manlei 
Cleveland

A  Boss Actually  
Burns to Death  
Saving the Records
Editor:

“ M y place is on fire, please 
pu ll the fire  alarm  box. I ’m going 
upstairs and get m y records.”

These were the last words o f 
a boss in  a B rook lyn  dress com
pany as he ran  back in to  the 
bu rn ing  bu ild ing .

I ’m  tak ing  the tim e  to  w rite

you because when I  read th is 
s tory in  the Nov. 20 W orld - 
Telegram I  was rem inded o f a 
s im ila r one I  read in  the M i l i 
tan t sometime th is fa ll. I t  was 
about an old man w ho dashed 
in to  his bu rn ing  office to save 
“ the records.”  He managed to 
stagger out w ith  one a rm fu l, bu t 
had to be physica lly  restrained 
from  going back fo r the rest.

When I  read the M ilita n t story 
I  couldn’t  qu ite  believe it.  I  
thought maybe i t  was a l it t le  
exaggerated. I  can visualize, I  
th ink, dashing in to  fire  to save 
the life  of someone you know, 
bu t to save “ th ^ re co rd s ” !

Now I ’m ready to believe tha t 
there must have been more than 
a l it t le  tru th  in  the M ilita n t 
story. Nevertheless, these k ind  
of news reports w il l  a lways send 
a c h ill through me. I t ’s ra ther 
aw fu l to contem plate the fact 
tha t' p ro fit-m ak ing  can so w arp  
a human m ind th a t even the 
safety of l ife  is obscured. I t ’s 
hard fo r me to believe tha t “ the 
records”  —  any records — are 
more im po rtan t than life .

D. B.
New York Giiy

YEA H  IN  JA IL  FOR RENT GOUGER —
D av id  Zygelm an, a New Y o rk  land lo rd  charged 
w ith  v io la ting  re n t laws, was sent to  ja il  fo r a 
year by General Sessions Judge M u llen  Nov. 18. 
The land lo rd  had evaded the re n t ce iling  on 
room ing houses by ca lling  his 100-fam ily u n it a 
“ ho te l" and charging more than the state l im it  
o f $15 a week. A lm ost a ll o f his tenants were 
on  re lie f and m any had to use food money to 
pay the rent. Zygelm an pleaded g u ilty  to  five 
counts o f a 105-count ind ic tm en t and was sen
tenced to  serve a year on each count. The judge 
tempered justice w ith  some o f the m ercy usual
ly  extended to landlords by le ttin g  h im  serve
the sentences concurrently.

•  *  *

N EVER FELT BETTER — U nited  A u to  
W orkers V ice President R ichard Gosser o f To
ledo has been re lieved o f his duties and “ re 
quested”  to take a six-m onths leave of absence. 
E m il Mazey, secretary-treasurer o f the union, 
said the action was taken because o f Gosser’s 
health. Gosser, however, seemed ind ignan t about 
th is  concern fo r  his health. He said he recently  
underw ent a checkup and the doctors “ te ll me 
I ’m  in  p re tty  good shape.”  U n ion  President 
Reuther, who helped Gosser w in  his firs t elec
tion , is reported to  have cooled tow ard  h im  
since Gosser was asked to tes tify  in  a union 
b rib e ry  case before a New Y o rk  grand ju ry .

*  *  *

CRANBERRY SCARE W ORRIES C H E M I
CAL M AKERS —  The a g ricu ltu ra l chemical 
m anufacturers, w ho sold $278 m illio n  w o rth  o f
pesticides and s im ila r products th is  year, are 
w o rried  tha t pub lic concern over the contam i
na tion  o f cranberries by a chemical weed k ille r  
m ay lead to tig h te r governm ent regu la tion  of 
the use o f th e ir deadly products. “ We believe (!) 
products now  on the m arke t are tho rough ly  
safe and any fu r th e r restrictions w ou ld  make 
our research cost p roh ib itive ,”  an indus try  
spokesman said. T ha t’s a strong argum ent, a ll 
the stronger because o f the invo lvem ent of the 
profits o f such g ian t corporations as Shell O il 
and U.S. Rubber, now m ajor producers o f pesti
cides. To avoid s tr ic te r laws against chemical 
contam ination o f food, corporation spokesmen 
suggest tha t they and the governm ent spend 
more money to “ im p lo re ”  farm ers to  read the 
directions before using the chemicals on the 
coun try ’s food.

» *  *

AS SAFE AS CRANBERRIES —  When the 
fu ro r  dies down over poisoned cranberries, l ip 
stick m anufacturers in tend to make a figh t 
against a federal Food and D rug  A dm in is tra tion  
ru lin g  banning the use o f certa in  coa l-tar dyes 
in  lips tick . A fte r  a 90-day test, the  departm ent 
found tha t the potent chemicals k ille d  labora
to ry  rats. An im als th a t survived showed re ta rd 
ed grow th, liv e r and k idney damage, enlarged

spleens, anemia and other ailments. L ipsticks 
now  on the m arke t were no t confiscated because 
the dyes d id no t induce cancer in  ^ e  90-day 
test period. A  long-term  test is requ ired  to  dis
cover w hether the coal-tar dyes are also cancer- 
inducing. Spokesmen, o f the pro fitab le  indus try  
argue tha t women don’t sw allow  enough dye to 
suffer harm  and anyw ay cosmetics are not sold 
as food and therefore should be exempted from
the food and drug law.

*  *  *

NEW  V O TIN G  CURBS FOR A LA B A M A
NEGROES —  Gov. Patterson o f A labam a signed
b ills  Nov. 20 to p u t more barriers in  the way
o f Negro reg istra tion. The b ills  increase the
tim e tha t reg is tra tion  boards spend on clerica l
w ork, thus cu tting  down the  tim e  available to
reg is ter prospective voters. The boards are also
now perm itted  to va ry  the tim e  spent in  each
precinct. B y staying longer in  predom inantly
w h ite  precincts, the tim e available fo r Negro
voters to reg ister w i l l  be cut down even fu rthe r. 

*  *  *

C IT Y  OF D IS T IN C T IO N  — New Y o rk  is 
“ the w o rld ’s most co rrup t c ity ,”  in  the  opin ion 
o f Ian A iken, correspondent o f the London D a ily  
Express. “ Good old-fashioned g ra ft is New 
Y o rk ’s oldest and, i f  you judge by the w e ll-hee l
ed company i t  keeps, most prosperously respect
able indus try ,”  he reported. N ew  Y o rk ’s Police 
Departm ent, “ p robably the w o rld ’s most con
sis ten tly  co rrup t law  enforcement agency”  o u t
side o f L a tin  Am erica, he added, is “ laugh ing ly
called N ew Y o rk ’s finest.”

*  *  *

V EXED  VIEW ERS — The Am erican public 
is qu ite  ind ignan t about the cu rren t te levision 
scandals, reports the W all S treet Journa l after 
po lling  300 people in  d iffe ren t cities. N early  tw o- 
th irds  o f those queried were “ d isturbed”  by the 
cu rren t revelations and about 23% described 
th e ir reactions in  stronger terms —  “ shocked,”  
“ outraged,”  “ disgusted.”  A  Salem, Mass., seam
stress said, “ They made monkeys out o f us. We 
sat there w ith  our mouths open w h ile  the 
contestants struggled fo r  the answers, and a ll 
the tim e i t  was a b lu ff.”  On the other hand, a 
San Francisco fu rn itu re  dealer “ wasn’t  upset.”  
He said, “ Payoffs, kickbacks, fixes almost seem
to be p a rt o f the system.”

•  *  *

A GREAT YEA R  A H EA D  —  “ D on 't le t 
t ig h t money policies or labor uncerta inties b lin d  
yo u r eyes to the p ro fit possibilities of the coming 
year. 1960 w il l  b ring  many problems —  yes — 
bu t also exceptional p ro fit opportun ities.”  T ha t’s 
the enthusiastic w ord  in  an advertisem ent we 
received from  U nited Business Service, a Boston 
firm  th a t sells advice on how  to invest you r 
capita l. The t ip  o ff cheered us up bu t we can’t 
help w ondering w ho is going to have those 
“ m any problems.”

. . Back on Chain Gang
(Continued from  Page 1) 

la w  we cannot champion some 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  responsi
b ilitie s  and evade others.”

W ith due allowance made for 
the differences between Roman 
and U.S. lavt, Pontius Pilate did 
not word it much differently.

Southern w h ite  supremacy in 
sures th a t Reid w il l  no t be ac
corded the “ due process and 
equal protection o f the la w ”  s tip 
ulated in  the  C onstitu tion. I t  is 
already established th a t Reid 
has been denied both by F lorida. 
Rockefe ller knows th is w e ll. But 
his presidential campaign stra
tegy makes useful at this point 
an indication to the white su
premacists of how he can be 
expected to act in the White 
House.

R ockefe ller fu r th e r declared: 
“ I  earnestly share the concern 
o f the m any ind iv idua ls  and o r
ganizations who have com m uni
cated w ith  me on behalf o f M r. 
Reid th a t M r. Reid receive the 
fu l l  measure o f protection ac
corded by the U.S. C onstitu tion 
to  a ll persons. The assurances 
th a t I  have received from  Gov. 
Collins confirm  tha t he shares 
th is  concern fo r the righ ts  of 
a ll persons . . . [Reid] . . . w il l  
be in  the custody o f state and 
no t local authorities, and safe 
custody to F lo rida  and safe cus
tody upon his re tu rn  is assured.”

W hat the above says w ith o u t 
nam ing names is th a t Gov. C ol
lins  to ld  R ockefe ller .that Reid 
w ou ld  no t be p u t in  the ju r is 
d ic tion  o f S heriff McCall, whose 
record includes the shooting o f 
handcuffed prisoners. B u t C ol

lin s ’ assurance, a po litica l assist 
to  R ockefe ller in  soft-soaping the 
New Y o rk  public, is worthless. 
M cC all has successfully defied 
Collins repeatedly. M cC all op
erates no t on ly  in  his ow n coun
ty  bu t w herever he wishes. D u r
ing  the recent t r ia l o f the  w h ite  
rapists o f the  Negro co-ed he 
inyaded the courtroom  in  T a l
lahassee, the state capital, in  an 
a ttem pt to arrest Ted Poston, 
New Y o rk  Post reporter.

Should Reid succeed in w in 
ning a new trial in Florida, that 
trial would have to be in Lake 
County — 'McCall's bailiwick. It  
should be remembered that in  
the “Little  Scoltsboro" frame- 
up, McCall shot the Negro pris
oners who had won a new trial, 
en route to that trial.

B u t i f  Reid should escape sud
den death at the hands o f Sheriff 
McCall, w ha t then awaits him? 
He has 13 years o f his o rig ina l 
sentence s til l to  do. For escaping 
he w il l  be sentenced to another 
five years at least. For an o r
d ina ry  prisoner i t  w ou ld  be a 
feat of endurance to su rv ive  18 
years on the chain gang. B u t 
Reid w il l  no t be treated as an 
o rd ina ry  prisoner.

In  the probe o f corrup tion  
among guards, Reid was ques
tioned by the authorities in  p r i 
vate. A fte r  e ight guards had 
been fired, Reid could never con
vince the others th a t he hadn’t 
“ ta lked.”  He was given the 
sweatbox “ treatm ent.”

The sweatbox is too narrow  
to s it down in. I t  is adjusted at 
the top t̂ o m ake i t  too lo w  to 
stand up in . The prisoner is

forced to crouch o r stoop. Be
tween his legs are tw o  buckets 
— one fo r w ater, the o ther his 
to ile t. Once a day he is given a 
piece o f bread and water. The 
heat is intense. A fte r  a w eek’s 
incarceration, a doctor is sup
posed to lis ten to the v ic tim ’s 
heart every th ird  day. A t Reid’s 
camp i t  was the practice to ad
m in is te r doses o f castor o il at 
in tervals.

Reid was repeatedly th row n  
in to  the sweatbox. A fte r  tw o 
weeks’ incarceration he w ould 
be im m edia te ly  pu t back on the 
road gang; and his lack of 
strength —  compounded by a 
back in ju ry  sustained in  a beat
ing  —  was called sh irk in g  and 
became the p re tex t fo r  another 
sentence to the sweatbox. The 
death o f a buddy from  s im ila r 
trea tm ent convinced Reid his 
on ly  chance to surv ive  lay  in  
escape.

To the old grudge of the white 
guards w ill now be added Reid's 
escape, his fight against extra
dition and revelations about con
ditions in Florida's chain gangs.

Before the C iv il W ar, dough- 
faced governors (the te rm  then 
used fo r  N orthern  po litic ians 
w ith  a Southern outlook) ex tra 
dited fu g itive  slaves. Descend
ants of th is  breed are New 
Y o rk ’s Dem ocratic ex-G overnor 
A ve re ll H arrim an, w ho despite 
his c iv il-r ig h ts  promises signed 
R eid’s ex trad ition  papers, and 
Republican Rockefeller, w ho de
spite his recently  purchased life  
membership in  the N AA C P, o r
dered the ex tra d itio n  carried 
out:
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"Remain Patient and Steadfast”
U nder the title , “ In teg ra tion  at 'L i t t le  

Rock,”  we p rin ted  the above p ic tu re  in  our 
Aug. 24 issue. I t  shows Jefferson Thomas stand
ing alone w a itin g  transporta tion to his home 
a fte r fin ish ing a m orn ing  session at Central 
H igh School, Aug. 17. The w h ite  students across 
the street jee r the on ly Negro student p e rm it
ted in  the school under token in tegration. The 
M ilita n t observed tha t the “ heroism of th is 
youth  has won w orld -w ide  adm ira tion.”

Last week the M ilita n t received a le tte r 
about th is photograph from  Krishnanath, a 
con tribu to r to M ankind, a magazine published 
in  Hyderabad, India. K rishnanath, s t i l l  in  his 
twenties, has served several prison terms fo r 
his activ ities as a socialist and pa rtic ipan t in  
po litica l demonstrations. .

The Ind ian  socialist asked us to fo rw a rd  a 
le tte r, w hich he had enclosed, to Jefferson 
Thomas, and gave us perm ission to make it
public. The le tte r is as fo llow s:

*  *  •

Dear Jefferson,
A  le tte r from  a socialist from  the other 

end of the w o rld  does not take you unawares. 
Does it? I  hope i t  does not. For i t  is you r due.

I  w rite  th is to congratulate you on your 
courage w ith  w hich you are facing the uneasy 
qu ie t and h u m ilia tin g  jeering, etc., from  the 
w h ite  racists at you r Central H igh  School.

We have been receiving news o f racia l 
d iscrim ination at L it t le  Rock and elsewhere 
w ith  anger and sorrow  fo r  qu ite  some time.

O nly recently I  saw you r photograph at Central 
H igh  Aug. 17 on the fro n t page of the M ilita n t 
of New York. I t  struck me as a p o rtra it of 
s ilen t suffering.

We w ish you to rem ain pa tien t and stead
fast and hope many more o f you r fo lk  w il l  
jo in  your school im m edia te ly  and you r in d iv id 
ual and collective, suffering w il l  u ltim a te ly  e f
fect a change o f heart even of the diehard 
racists at your school and elsewhere. Even now 

»and from  th is d istant land, I  can very  w e ll 
visualize tha t there are at least a few  o f your 
class fe llows, a ll w h ite , w ho have a ll love and 
affection fo r you, besides many others who are 
ju s t neutrals. Hope the num ber o f your friends 
increases and also tha t the passive love or neu
tra li ty  of others turns in to  active affection and 
real in tegration begins a t you r school as also 
a ll over the U nited States.

This is also to in v ite  you to w rite  an in 
tim ate account of you r experience at your 
school. Do w rite  to us you r true  feelings of 
anger and sorrow and jo y  and also o f the 
sources of courage, etc., tha t come you at 
school and outside. You may arrange your 
s tory date-wise, o r even otherwise. B u t don’t 
generalize overmuch. Be personal, pointed and 
sharp. A nd  also do i t  at your earliest. Can’t  you 
ju s t s it down and do it  in almost no tim e  as 
soon as you have m y letter?

W ith  heartiest greetings.
Yours affectionately,

K rishnanath

. . Big Business W ar
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

80-day ■ period? I f  so, defeat is 
assured in  advance. For the 
courts are bu t one of the wea
pons in  the arsenal of b ig busi
ness in  th e ir w a r against labor.

Can labor re ly  upon its 
“ friends”  in  Washington to figh t 
its  battles? “ There is no cer
ta in ty ,”  says a Nov. lfc A F L -C IO  
News ed ito ria l, “ tha t an adm in
is tra tion  tha t is w illin g  to use 
in junctions to coerce free A m e r
icans to w o rk  w il l  no t move 
even fu r th e r in  curb ing the 
righ ts of w orkers and the ir 
tradS unions.”  A nd  w ha t of 
Congress?

“ There is no certa in ty ,”  con
tinues the edit, “ tha t a Congress 
tha t passed the Lan d ru m -G rif- 
fin  A c t w il l  no t move fu r th e r to 
curb the democratic righ ts  i t  so 
p iously proclaim s i t  is p ro tect
ing.”  H ow  de lica te ly  i t  is put. 
I f  past experience is any c r ite r
ion, there is every certainty tha t 
the adm in istra tion  and Congress 
w il l  gang up w ith  the bosses to 
do a hatchet job  on labor.

I f  not the courts, administra-. 
tion  o r Congress, w ha t then? 
The proposals by George Meany 
o f a sum m it conference by labor 
and indus try  chiefs to establish 
harm onious re lations is a piece 
o f a rran t nonsense. The jackals 
of industry  are girded fo r  war. 
They have tasted blood and are 
stra in ing  fo r the k i l l .  They w il l  
no t be d ive ile d  by “ peaceful 
coexistence”  pleas or honeyed 
words of appeasement. They un 
derstand on ly  the language of 
power.

Does labor have the power tp 
tu rn  back the an ti-un ion  offen
sive and vanquish the forces of 
cap ita lis t reaction in the w ar 
fo r surviva l?  I t  has —  i f  i t  w il l  
on ly  use it  e ffective ly. In  th is 
w ar, w hich is an acknowledged 
class w ar, labor can re ly  only 
u p o n  its own independent 
strength and the support i t  can 
muster from  its allies. Together 
th is force constitutes an over
w helm ing m a jo rity  o f the peo
ple o f th is country.

The main requirement, is a 
m ilita n t leadership and a fig h t
ing  program of action. The re 
m ain ing days o f the steel in 
junc tion  iperiod can be used to 
m obilize the organized power of 
the w ork ing  people. A lready the 
moguls of industry  and finance 
are too ling up fo r an intensified 
assault on labor when Congress 
reconvenes in  January. Against 
the Congress of capitalist reac
tion the union movement should 
issue a call for a Congress of 
Labor to convene in Washington 
prior to the opening of the boss- 
controlled legislature.

The Congress o f Labor should 
get r ig h t down to business. F irs t

consideration should be given to 
im m ediate measures to stem the 
leg is la tive assault. Set up union 
committees to investigate every 
senator and congressman, es
pecia lly th e ir ties w ith  the cor
porations. Plan meetings and 
demonstrations th roughout the 
country to ra lly  pub lic  forces 
against the big-business attack. 
Then consider a longei'-range 
program such as th is:

(1) For a s lid ing  scale of 
wages and hours to protect the 
w ork ing  people against the ra v 
ages o f in fla tion  and autom ation 
unem ploym ent. In  trade - union 
te rm s 'th is  means the incorpora
tion  o f an escalator clause in  
each labor contract and a reduc
tion of hours w ith  no reduction 
in pay — the 30-hour week at 
40 hours pay.

(2) For the o u tr ig h t repeal of 
a ll class leg is la tion: Junk  the 
slave - labor T a ft - H a rtley  and 
K ennedy-Landrum -G tiffin  Acts 
and outlaw  a ll p u n itive  a n ti- la 
bor measures. Labor is in  no 
w ay obligated to “ obey”  class 
legislation designed to deprive

w orkers of the ir e lem entary h u 
man rights.

(3) For the nationa lization of 
a ll m onopoly industry  and the 
in troduction  of w orkers • control. 
Free the Am erican economy 
from  the stranglehold o f the 
price-gouggrs and money chang
ers and place i t  under the con
tro l o f dem ocratically elected 
w orkers committees.

(4) For an Independent labor 
party  based on the trade unions. 
A ll  im portan t questions today 
are po litica l questions invo lv ing  
the contro l of government. So 
long as governm ent remains the 
monopoly o f b ig  business, oper
a ting through the tw o-pa rty  
system, w o rk ing  people w il l  be 
at the m ercy of the monopoly 
capitalists. B reak w ith  the po l
icy of supporting double-cross
ing “ friends”  and figh t fo r  a 
W orkers and Farmers govern
ment th a t can organize society 
on a ra tiona l basis p rov id ing  
abundance and security fo r  a ll.

Why not pass this copy of the 
M ilitant on to a friend?

Mine Machines 
Put Miners in 
Pits of Despair

By Flora Carpenter

W hat is happening to the 720,000 human beings who 
are listed, in  federal IB M  tabu la ting  files, under the cold,’ 
s ta tis tica l category of “ long-term  unemployed?”  A n  answer 
can be found in Eastern coa l-*----------------------------------------------------
m in ing  regions where pockets o f 
hungry  fam ilies exist whose 
breadw inners have not w orked 
fo r  more than tw o  years.

Technological advances and 
the callousness o f m ine owners 
and governm ent offic ia ls are the 
reasons fo r  the m iners’ desperate 
s ituation. In  a series en titled , 
“ P its o f Despair,”  Scripps-How - 
ard w rite r, Dickson Preston, te lls  
o f the “ long-te rm  unem ployed”  
who live  in  H a rlan  C ounty in  
eastern K entucky.

“ The m ine [B lue  D iam ond] 
closed down in  June, 1957,”  said 
Jake Mays, 46-year-old ' m iner, 
“ Since then I ’ve w orked about a 
m onth . . . I ’ve been everywhere 
. . . B u t they w on ’t  g ive you a 
second look i f  you ’re over 35. I 
reckon I ’m too o ld  to  w o rk  and 
too young to re tire .”

W ith  seven ch ild ren  to feed, 
the Mays fa m ily  is en titled  to 
the m axim um  in  federal surplus 
d is tribu tion . They get m on th ly  
a llotm ents of three sacks o f 
flour, fo u r bags o f corn meal, 
a “ poke fu l”  o f rice, e ight cans 
o f powdered eggs and s ix  boxes 
o f powdered m ilk ) In  recent 
months the governm ent cu t out 
ten pounds o f cheese and ten 
pounds o f bu tte r fo rm e rly  in 
cluded in  the a llo tm ent.

Many families do not receive 
even this meager pittance. " I 
don't even get federal surplus," 
says Carlos Skidmore, 35, "You 
gotta have more in the fam ily  
around here —  and we only have 
the one boy."

Some o f the younger men 
have found jobs elsewhere or 
have been reh ired  in  the mines 
but “ o lder”  men lik e  Mays, and 
B il l  Slusher, 61, are le ft  w ith  
l it t le  hope.

“ Maybe we ought to do w ha t 
H it le r  d id,”  comments B il l  
Slusher, “ Shoot ’em w hen they 
get too old. Maybe th a t’s the 
answer.”

The num ber o f production men 
w o rk in g  in  most o f the mines has 
been drastica lly  reduced. C rum 
mies m ine dropped back from  
em ploying 1,200 men to 150; 
Lynch  (owned .by U.S. Steel) 
from  4,200 to 1,200; B lack Star 
from  1,000 to none.

"They're pretty close to star
vation in some parts." reports 
Albert Pass, secretary treasurer 
of United Mine Workers' District 
19, "Make no mistake about it  —  
this is a real depression."

M ine owners in  H arlan  Coun
ty , where bloody battles were 
fough t to  w in  un ion  recognition 
20 years ago, are ta k in g  advan
tage o f the m isery they have im 
posed. They say: C ut the union 
wage scale. They cla im  tha t 
un ion wages force sm all opera
tors ou t o f business.

In  answer to  the scab m er
chants, U M W ’s A lb e r t Pass said, 
“ I f  an operator can’t  pay a de

cent wage he ought to be ou t of 
business.”  However, some m in 
ers, pressed by starvation, are 
w o rk in g  in  non-union mines at 
less than h a lf o f the U M W  scale 
o f $24.25 a day.

. . .  Railroad “Featherbedding”
(Continued from  Page 1) 

lodging while held away from 
home terminals.

•T ra in  and engine crews in 
road fre ig h t service often w ork  
w e ll beyond an e igh t-hour day 
or 40-hour week before d ra w 
ing tim e  and a ha lf. Road op
erating , employees in  fre ig h t 
service can be w orked up to 96 
hours at s tra igh t time.

B u t w ha t about some of those 
“ featherbedding”  charges? L e t’s 
take a look at tha t “ ju ic y ”  New 
York-W ashington run. To begin 
w ith , a 100-mile day’s pay fo r 
the h igh ly  sk illed  engineer who 
handles tha t crack tra in ’ is 
$19.65, m aking the pay fo r tha t 
run  $90.30, not $100. Moreover, 
the engine crew  reports fo r 
du ty  one hour and 45 minutes 
before departure tim e in New 
Y ork  and one hour and 15 m in 
utes before departure tim e in 
Washington. A fte r each run , i t  
takes an average of one hour at 
each end to dispose o f the tra in  
and de liver the locom otive to 
the engine house.

The very best time in which 
an engineer can make the entire 
round trip is 16 hours and more 
often it fakes up to 20 hours. 
Quite a day's work!

Despite the long hours th is  is 
considered the “ cream”  run  and 
it  is reserved fo r men w ith  top 
seniority. Out o f some 4,500 
Pennsylvania R a i l r o a d  en
gineers, on ly 60 are engaged in 
th is run.

In  sharp contrast to th is  ex

ample, Labor, w eekly newspa
per of the ra ilroad brotherhoods, 
cites numerous cases where en
gine crews w o rk  10 and 11 hours 
at s tra igh t tim e. A  spot check 
on the Southern R a ilw ay show
ed an engine crew  w o rk in g  a 
to ta l of 89 hours and 10 minutes 
at stra ight tim e and fo u r hours 
and 15 m inutes overtim e.

They were away from  home 
three nights, w ith  a ll food and 
lodging at th e ir own expense.

A bou t t h a t  firem an who 
“ tends no fires”  on the diesel. 
That doesn’t mean he ju s t sits 
on a p illo w  as depicted in  cu r
ren t ra ilroad advertisements. 
The fireman is the “ co -p ilo t”  of 
the engineer, undergoing exten
sive tra in in g  and charged w ith  
essential duties.

He must know locomotive 
operations, air brakes, train 
speeds, switching techniques, sig
nals, grade and safety require
ments and have a thorough 
knowledge of the diesel engine. 
I f  anything happens to the en
gineer he must be prepared to 
take over the throttle.

The need fo r a second man in 
the engine cab was indicated 
when both C a lifo rn ia  and W is
consin recently passed laws, 
over the how ls of the ra ilroad 
lobby, requ iring  a firem an in 
diesel cabs as a v ita l safety 
measure.

Wc almost fo rgo t— those com
pany figures w h ich  prove tha t 
engine crews get a higher hour
ly  rate than executives. The fig 

ures were ve ry  easily a rrived at. 
In  compViting the w orkers ’ hou r
ly  rate, a ll tim e “ paid fo r  bu t 
not w orked”  was excluded. That 
covers paid vacations, holidays, 
sick leave, tim e paid when men 
are on call o r w a itin g  to p ick  up 
an engine at the ou t-o f-tow n 
te rm ina l, etc.

The true average hourly wage 
of railroad workers, as estab
lished by the Interstate Com
merce Commission is but $2.47 
an hour, substantially lower 
than in most basic industries.

“ Moonlighting” 
Rises in Dallas

D A LLA S, Texas —  "Moon
lighting" is on the rise here. 
That’s not romancing under the 
stars, as it might have been in 
the "good old days." It's hard 
work on the double —  one per
son holding down two jobs.

A ccord ing to F. E. James, dis
t r ic t  d irec to r of the Texas Em 
p loym ent Commission, the in 
crease is due to a shortage o f 
unemployed and to the fac t th a t 
low -pa id  w h ite -co lla r w orkers 
make up 55% of the w o rk  force 
(compared to 45 % fo r  the nation 
as a whole).

“ They are the group stabbed 
hardest by the cos t-o f-liv ing  
h ikes th a t have been averaging 
tw o to three percent a year,”  
James to ld  the Dallas M orn ing  
News.

One executive o f a large o f
fice said, “ Seventy-five percent 
o f our people have another job 
—  selling autos and clothes, 
s to re-clerking . . . m yself, I  get 
$25 to $50 f o r  p l a t f o r m  
speeches.”

HO U SING  STARTS
H om e-bu ild ing  starts in  Oct

ober were at the lowest ra te  in  
15 months.

Calendar 
Of Euents

CHICAGO  
Hear Farrell Dobbs, N ationa l 

Secretary o f the Socia list W ork 
ers p a rty  and fo rm e r Teamster 
union o ffic ia l. "Labor's Role in  
the 1960 Elections." Saturday, 
Dec. 12, 8 p.m.; F ine A rts  Bldg.,- 
H a ll No. 812; 410 So. M ich igan 
B lvd . Donation 90 cents. Aus
pices: M ilita n t Labo r Forum .

•
LOS ANGELES  

Yet Another Bazaar. (B u t th is  
one’s d iffe ren t!) Learn about 
the low cost o f g iv ing ! Choose 
from  huge selection o f exc iting  
new g if t  c lo th ing. G ourm et 
items. L e ft is t cookbook. E xo tic  
odds &  ends. Sunday, Dec. 6, 
1702 East 4th St. Doors open 10 
a.m.

•
M IN N E A P O LIS  

"Labor's Role in the 1960 
Elections." Hear Farrell Dobbs,
Socialist W orkers pa rty  N a tion 
al Secretary and 1956 presiden
tia l candidate; fo rm er M inneap
olis Teamsters U nion leader. 
Sat., Dec. 5. 8:30 p.m., 322 Hen
nepin. Social evening fo llow s. 
Auspices SWP. C ontrib . 50?.

•
NEW  YORK  

"Send-Off" Reception 
For B ill Price

Join U I-SC  friends and others 
w ish ing  B il l  w e ll in  his new  job  
w ith  the Com m ittee fo r  F irs t 
Am endm ent Defendants. L lo yd  
Gough and his concertina, re 
freshments, g o u r m e t  bu ffe t 
served at 5:30 p.m., Sunday 4-7 
p.m., Dec. 13, at The Weissmans, 
325 East 17 St. $2.50 at the door.

Local Directory
BOSTON

Boston Labor Forvm , 293 H un tin g 
ton Ave., Room 200.

CHICAGO 
Socia list W orkers P a rty , 777 W . 

Adams, DE 2-9736.
CLEVELAND  

S ocia list W orkers P a rty  10609 Su
perio r Ave., Room 301, SW  1-1818. 
Open Thursday n igh ts 8 to 10.

The M ilita n t, P.O. Box 1904, U n i
ve rs ity  Center Station, Cleveland 6, 
Ohio.

DETROIT 
Eugene V. Debs H a ll, 3737 W ood

ward. TEmple 1-6135.
LOS ANGELES 

Forum H a ll and Modern Book Shop. 
1702 E. 4 th St. AN 9-4953 o r W E 5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 East .luneau Ave.

M IN NEAPO LIS  
S ocia list W orkers P a rty , 321 Hen-

nepin Ave., 2nd floor. Open noon to  
6 P.M. da ily  except Sundays*

N E W A R K  
Newark Labor Forum, Box 361, 

Newark, N .J .
NEW  YO RK C ITY  

M ilita n t Labor Forum , 116 U nlver* 
s ity  Place, A L  5-7852.

O A K LA N D  - BERKELEY 
P.O. Box 341, Berkeley 1, C alif.

P H ILA D E L P H IA  
M ilita n t Labor Forum and Socia list 

W orkers P a rty , 1303 W . G ira rd  Ava. 
Lectures and discussions every Satur* 
day, 8 P.M., followed by open housa. 
Call PO 3-5820.

SAN FRANCISCO 
The M ilita n t, 1145 Polk St., Rra. 4. 

Sat. 11 A.M . to  3 P.M. Phone P lf  « - 
7296; i f  ho answer, V A  4-2321. 

SEATTLE 
1412— 18th Avenue, E A  2-S564. L i 

b rary, bookstore.
ST. LOUIS 

For In fo rm ation  phon* MO 4-7184.
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Notes in the News


