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French A-Test 
Angers World

African Nations Strongly Denounce 
Nuclear Explosion in Sahara Desert

By Carl Goodman

The world did not. exaptly gaze in awe at the “ grandeur 
of France” when De Gaulle’s government exploded its first 
atom bomb Feb. 13 in the Sahara Desert. Though De Gaulle
exulted, “ H urrah  fo r F rance !*—   —
Since th is m orning she is strong- cher for all Africa," declared 
er and prouder,”  the reaction officials of fhy United Arab 
th roughout (he globe was fa r Republic in Cairo, 
less reverentia l. > In  Ghana, the governm ent of

"The government which 
acted as a butcher in Algeria 
is now trying to act as a but-

783 ‘Model-T’ 
Bombs Ignited

A  batch ot 783 “ obsolete” in 
cendiary fire  bombs were de
tonated in one afternoon last 
m onth at the Rocky M ountain 
Arsenal near Denver. A n  a r
senal o ffic ia l to ld the Rocky 
M ounta in  News tha t the same 
bomb load dumped from  a plane 
w ould have the incendiary 
power to set 29,754 separate 
fires. This was termed the 
“ M odel-T  way to wage w ar.” 

The jellied gasoline bombs 
were exploded a few hundred 
yards away from an outside 
storage area containing thou
sands of barrels of nerve gas 
so deadly that a single drop
let in the eye can prove fatal.

People in  the area have com
plained about the casual way of 
sto ring  a poison su ffic ien t to 
“ o v e rk ill”  the en tire  population 
o f the w orld .

Kwam e N krum ah froze a ll as
sets of French firm s “ u n til such 
tim e as the effects on the popu
lation of Ghana of the present 
atom ic explosion and the fu tu re  
experim ents referred to by the 
French P rim e M in is te r become 
know n.”

“ Gesture o f fo lly ,”  is how 
Morocco’s leading party , Is tiq la l, 
described the test. On Feb. 15, 
Morocco announced the abroga
tion of its agreement w ith  
France whereby French embas
sies handled Moroccan affairs 
in a num ber of countries. Rabat 
also summoned home its ambas
sador to Paris, and labor in  key 
cities waged a fou r-hou r protest 
s tr ike  against the French action.

The Tunisian governm ent ex-, 
pressed itse lf “ shocked and 
h u rt.”  On the m orn ing of the 
explosion the na tiona lis t press 
announced: “ French crim e to 
be perpetrated today.”

In West B e rlin , students at 
the Free U n ive rs ity  held a p ro 
test dem onstration in fro n t of 
the French governm ent b u ild 
ing. In Munich, members of the 
Committee Against A t o m i c  

(Continued on Page 4 )

On Tour

Too Many Babies?

The Peril Mounts 
To Our W ay of Life
—■■■■■ By Joseph Hansen ■

Third in a series of articles.

The efforts to arouse the public to do something about 
preventing the human race from m u ltip ly ing  too fast have 
not been favored w ith  much success. Even the prediction 
of a planet so crowded that standing room w ill be at a 
premium does not seem to have struck home. Somehow 
i t  seems unrealistic to w orry about having to elbow the 
camel and dromedary aside in the Sahara a thousand years 
from now, about vying w ith  eagles fo r perches in  the 
Himalayas and competing w ith  the penguins for liv ing 
space on the Ross ice shelf. I t  even seems implausible that 
the swarm of babies w il l become so great that like  a plague 
of locusts they w il l devour a ll available food.

A number of authorities seem to recognize this weak
ness in our psychological defenses against the human baby 
and have therefore sought to shore them up by showing 
how the new foe threatens a ll we hold dear. The Hugh 
Moore Fund, for instance, in a free pamphlet, “ The 
Population Bomb,” considers human fecundity in  relation 
to war, peace and communism:

"Hundreds of millions of people in the world are hungry.
In  their desperation they are increasingly susceptible to Com
munist propaganda. . . .

"U. S. taxpayers cannot feed the world. And much as we 
would wish to help the earth's hungry millions we cannot even 
dent the problem with dollars. . . .

"Today the population bomb threatens to create an ex
plosion as dangerous as the explosion of the H bomb, and with 
as much influence on prospects for progress or disaster, war or 
peace.

"But while the H bomb is only being stockpiled, the fuse 
of the population bomb is already lighted and burning.
Every day adds 135,000 people to the population o f th is 
planet. . . .

"No time is to be lost. The peril mounts daily. Our way 
of life, if  not the actual existence of ourselves and our chil
dren, is at stake."

Margaret Sanger, the noted advocate of planned par
enthood, who has fought for decades for the public ’s righ t 
to free access to b irth-control information and birth-control 
devices, wrote in a letter to the editor of the New York 
Times:

"Birth control, fam ily planning and population limitation 
are most important in any effort to bring real peace in the 
world. Less population w ill bring less war. Fewer people 
means more peace."

We cite this not to discredit the good work Margaret 
Sanger has done in fighting against reactionary views and 
reactionary laws on b irth  control, but to show how the 
“ population explosion” question is being brought into cur
rent economic and political issues. The late Dr. Antoinette 
Konikow of Boston, who pioneered in America in the fight 
fo r a progressive attitude toward b irth  control, would have 
taken issue w ith  Margaret Sanger’s belief that fewer peSple 
necessarily means more peace. Dr. Konikow, one of the 
founders of the Socialist Workers party, held to the M arxist 
position that the causes of war are economic. She also sub
scribed to the M arxist view on the population question. 
We w il l consider this view later.

Lawrence Fertig, a Scripps-Howard columnist voiced 
(Continued on Page 2 )

How Wilson 
Was Licked 
In Thirties

New York, N.Y.
Editor:

I find tha t W ilson &  Com
pany’s savage attack on the 
Packinghouse W orkers comes as 
something of a shock to un ion
ists w ithou t experience in  a 
stand-up figh t against the 
bosses.

None of the devices o f labor 
statesmanship seem to w ork. 
Every sign of weakness in  the 
union leadership is met by a 
toughening of company policy.

A  company u ltim a tum  on 
wages and conditions is arrog
an tly  hurled  at the union. P re
fe ren tia l job  status is demand
ed fo r scabs who have replaced 
strikers. These s trike rs  are o f
fered noth ing more than a place 
in line  at the company’s em
ploym ent office.

Scab herding is helped along 
by the connivance of both 
Democrats and Republicans in 
pub lic office. W hether they are 
judges, mayors or governors; 
w hether they act openly or 
through sly maneuvers —  they 
a ll w ind  up in a strikebreaking  
role.

A  danger has arisen tha t the 
federal government w il l  in te r
vene through the National L a 
bor Relations Board to decertify  
the A FL-C IO  at W ilson’s and 
hold a new representation elec
tion. The object, w il l  be to mo
bilize  the scab vote in  a move 
to ce rtify  a company union as 
the sole bargain ing agent in  the 
W ilson plants.

These consequences o f today’s 
inept union leadership stand in 
poor contrast to the outcome of 
past labor struggles in the pack
ing industry . A  case in po in t 
concerns the W ilson p lan t at A l 
bert Lea, Minnesota, where the 
cu rren t ba ttle  has been the 
fiercest.

In The Thirties

i When the CIO packinghouse 
union was being organized in 
the th irtie s  the same p lant was 
s truck and a s im ila r figh t devel
oped. Police and special deputies 
seized the union hall, broke the 
p icket lines and began to herd 
scabs in to  the plant.

The strikers sent out an ap
peal for help. In  jig time fly
ing squadrons of packinghouse 
workers from the Hormel 
plant at nearby Austin and 
truck drivers from Minneapol- 

( Continued on Page 4 )

H ow  A bout Some L u n c h ?

Negro students seek counter service at F. W. Woolworth Co. in Rock H ill, S. C., Feb. 12. 
Management refused service at the "whites only" bar and closed the counter. W hile racist 
youths jeered and heckled and threw an egg at the Negro demonstrators;

"You CAN Have Us 
And Eastland Too!"

N. Y. Pickets 
To Hit A-Test

The Sane N uclear Policy 
Com m ittee has scheduled a 
p i c k e t- lin e  dem onstration in 
fro n t o f the French Consulate 
General in  New Y ork  to p ro 
test the French governm ent’s 
recent explosion o f an A-bom b 
in the Sahara.

The p icke ting  is planned fo r 
Saturday, Feb. 20 and w il l  be
gin at 2 p.m. The French Con
sulate is located at 934 F ifth  
Avenue between Seventy-fourth  
and S even ty-fifth  Streets.

Several student organizations 
have already agreed to jo in  the 
demonstration, a SANE spokes
man said.

By Tom Kerry
I t  seems a- law  of labor coa li

tion po litics tha t the more re 
mote the election the more m il i 
tant, demanding and c ritica l are 
the labor statesmen. A nd  con
versely, the closer the election 
date the  more meek, m ild  and 
submissive do they become.

The ringing ultimatums of 
a W alter Reuther —  "You 
can't have us and Eastland 
loo!" — are quietly pigeon
holed as election time draws 
near.

Last summ er the enactment 
by Congress of the Kennedy- 
L a n d ru m -G riffin  “ k i l le r ”  b ill in 
duced roars o f ind ignation  and 
threats of po litica l reprisa l by 
the union tops. I t ’s h igh time, 
said A F L -C IO  President George 
M eany in  September, to  scotch 
the idea tha t “ electing Demo
crats means electing friends of 
labor.”  W ith  the be traya l o f la 
bor by the Democratic “ friends” 
fresh in  mind, Meany added: 

"We soon found out that, if 
we got any more victories 
like we had in 1958, that vic
tory might ruin us."
T hat was in  September. In  

October the process o f re h a b ili
ta ting  the ta ttered “ friends” was 
begun. The Reuther machine at 
the A tla n tic  C ity  U AW  conven
tion— in preparation fo r a per
sonal v is it from  friend  Ken
nedy— put over a resolution 
w hitew ashing the “ friends”  in 
Congress who had voted fo r the 
“ k i l le r ”  law.

Sit It  Out?

But the betrayal s till rankled: 
A  num ber of top union leaders 
refused to go along w ith  the 
whitewash.

On the basis of in fo rm ation  
provided by prom inent labor

spokesmen, the Jan. 18 W all 
Street Journa l reported: “ The 
A F L -C IO  high command is now 
preparing to s it out the 1960 
presidentia l campaign” to teach 
the Democrats a lesson— not to 
take the support of labor fo r 
granted. ,

The WSJ a rtic le  created quite 
a s tir  among the top labor brass. 
A lthough  such threats o f po li
tica l reprisa l against the Demo- 

I crats had been repeatedly 
voiced last summer, the labor 
statesmen never intended tha t 
they be taken seriously. Espe
c ia lly  now  tha t the campaign is 
w e ll under way. So . . .  to 
a llay any fears on the part o f 
the “ friends” the recent P’ lorida 
meeting of the top A FL-C IO  
Executive Council adopted a 
resolution of reassurance.

The resolution disavows “ po li
tica l n e u tra lity ,”  and affirm s 
tha t “ the A FL-C IO  w il l  ac tive ly  
support candidates favorable to 
the princip les and ideals sup
ported by the Am erican labor 
movement.”  However, A FL- 
CIO bodies are specifically in 
structed to re fra in  from  pa rtic i- 

! C o n t i n u e d  o n  I ' a ^ r  4 )

Racists Ponder 
Profit Aspect of 
Desegregation

L O U IS V IL L E , K y „  Feb. 12 
— Some southern business in te r
ests are undergoing an inner 
struggle invo lv ing  th e ir racist 
“ p rinc ip les”  and th e ir appetite 
fo r profits.

This was reflected in  an edi
to r ia l in  yesterday’s C ourier- 
Journa l com m enting on an o rd i
nance introduced by A lderm an 
W illia m  W. Beckett, a Negro, to 
c o m p e l  L o u isv ille ’s theaters, 
hotels and restaurants to adm it 
Negro patrons on the same basis 
as whites.

The ed ito ria l notes tha t a local 
“ a r t”  theater has been en joy
ing increased profits since i t  be
gan adm itting  Negroes on a non
segregated basis. I t  also sug
gests tha t the c ity  could a t
trac t the lucra tive  business of 
conventions o f i n t e r r a c i a l  
church and w elfare groups i f  
they were . assured th a t dele
gates w ould not suffer d iscrim 
ination.

The ed ito r suggests tha t busi
nessmen desegregate v o l u n -  
ta r ily .

Opponents of Trujillo 
Sentenced to 30 Years

Rarick Planning New Bid 
i

For Top Steel Union Post
The Dues Protest Movement 

in the U nited Steel Workers, 
w h ich  challenged the machine 
of President David McDonald in 
(he 1958 union elections, is p lan
ning to run  a fu ll slate against 
h im  and other in te rna tiona l o ff i
cers next year, according to the 
Feb. 4 P ittsburgh Sun-Telc- 
graph. Donald R arick w il l  p rob
ably again run against M cDon
ald.

The announcement was made 
by Nicholas Mamula, president 
o f A liqu ippa  Local 1211 and one 

' o f the leaders o f the R arick op
position. A  p rinc ipa l target of 

j  the dissident group’s present a t
tack appears to be the terms of 

j  the settlem ent of the steel strike. 
The newspaper o f Local 1211 
charged that the claimed 39- 
cent hou rly  increase actua lly 
comes to only 20 cents.

The R arick group had pledged 
before the s tr ike  th a t they 
w ould  no t c ritic ize  the union 
offic ia ldom  u n til a settlem ent 
was reached. W hen the new 
contract was signed, Rarick de
clared: “ A fte r  116 days o f

struggle we got a bag of 
crumbs.”

I t  is also reported tha t the 
rebel group is sponsoring an a t
tem pt to secure a court account
ing of money spent fo r s trike  
"propaganda.”  The move is not 
like ly  to w in  much sym pathy 
from  other opponents of M c
Donald.

R arick and M a m u l a  also 
rapped McDonald fo r g iv ing  up 
the fou r-cen l cost-o f-liv ing  in 
crease due under the old agree
ment.

Mam ula said tha t he and 
other un ion officia ls had urged 
McDonald not to sign a new 
contract u n til the companies 
agreed to reh ire  30 men fired 
fo r partic ipa tion  in “ w ild ca t” 
stoppages. E ight of these v ic
tim ized unionists are members 
o f M am ula’s local.

The union bureaucracy, which 
was stunned by R arick ’s unex
pected show o f strength in  the 
last election, has issued a state
m ent re p ly ing  to critic ism s of 
the settlem ent. I t  termed the 
agreement an “ outstanding v ic 
to ry .”

D ic ta to r T ru jil lo  has adm itted 
t h a t  widespread opposition 
exists against his regime. On 
Feb. 12 he stated that a Janu
ary “ conspiracy”  against his 
th ir ty -y e a r ru le  h a d  b e e n  
“ smashed”  and tha t 127 persons 
had been ja iled. One hundred 
and tw en ty  have been convicted 
and received sentences of th ir ty  
years, according to Feb. 12 AP 
dispatch from  Ciudad T ru jillo .

Dom inican refugees h a v e  
placed the to ll o f those arrested 
at several thousand. Many of 
these, they report, have been 
to rtu re d ,'k ille d  or allowed to die 
in  T ru ji l lo ’s dungeons. On Jan. 
31 the s ix Roman Catholic 
bishops in  the country issued a 
pastoral le tte r read in a ll 
churches denouncing' the un
speakable cruelties of the re 
gime. The le tte r had to be 
smuggled out of the country to 
get past T ru ji l lo ’s tig h t censor
ship.

Revolución, paper o f Castro’s 
Ju ly  26 Movement, reports how 
the tria ls  of T ru ji l lo ’s oppon
ents have been conducted: “ . . . 
counsel fo r the defense had only 
one m inute to acknowledge the 
g u ilt o f the ir clients.”  1

Continue Activity

Basing

m unic ipa l elections w ith in  a 
year.

The pledge fo llow ed a discus
sion in  w hich Smathers said he 
sought to persuade T ru jil lo  to 
begin a peaceful trans ition  to 
a representative government. 
Smathers said he was “ op tim is
tic ”  about w hat T ru jil lo  w il l  do.

They Say, "No Thanks"

According to E d w a r d  C. 
Burks, w r it in g  in the Feb. 10 
New Y ork Times, T ru jil lo  ac
tua lly  sent letters to eighty-one 
persons a few weeks ago urg ing 
them to fo rm  parties i f  they 
wanted. A ll  eighty-one, e v i
dently  sensing a trap, answered 
by pledging th e ir lo ya lty  to him.

That the d ic ta to r is sorely 
pressed was indicated by the 
fa c t 'th a t h is.foreign m in is te r has 
been seeking to reach an agree
ment w ith  the Pope. T ru jil lo  
also has announced a new pro
gram o f g iv ing  land to 50,000 
peasants and constructing fu r 
nished homes fo r them  free of 
charge.

Sidney Hook Joins 
In Plea for Sobell

! Sidney Hook, Nathan Glazer, 
itse lf on D om inican Irv in g  K ris to l and D w igh t Mac- 

Rcvolucion says tha t j donald, in a le tte r published in 
is preparing new ar- the Feb. 16 New Y ork  Times

sources,
T ru jil lo
rests, but tha t the revo lu tion 
aries arc continu ing  vigorous ac
t iv ity .

M eanwhile, Sen. George A. 
Smathers, F lo rida  Democrat and 
head of a Senate u n it on L a lin - 
Am erican trade, has v is ited 
T ru jil lo . A t a press conference 
Feb. 9 in  C iudad T r jil lo , he an
nounced tha t the d ic ta to r had 
pledged to hold free m u lti-p a rty

called fo r clemency fo r Morton 
Sobell. convicted in  1950, along 
w ith  the Rosenborgs, as an 
“ atom spy.”  They believe So- 
bcll “ g u ilty  . . . beyond a rea
sonable doubt”  bu t consider the 
30-year sentence “ excessive.”  

They also asked clemency fo r 
H a rry  Gold and D avid  Green- 
glass, governm ent witnesses in  
the w itch -h u n t tria ls.

essee and F lorida. Begun b y  
Negro college students in 
Greensboro, N o rth  Carolina, on 
Feb. 1, i t  has been surging on 
Southern campuses fo r  three 
weeks and is now invo lv ing  
large numbers o f Negro h igh- 
school students.

The Greensboro action was 
planned by fo y r freshmen at the 
A g ric u ltu ra l and Technical C ol
lege, a state-supported Negro in 
s titu tio n  in  tha t c ity . These 
fou r pioneers —  Ezell B la ir, 
D avid  R ichmond, F ra n k lin  M c
La in  and Joseph M acN eil— had 
form ed a S tudent Executive 
Com m ittee fo r Justice. They 
chose a nearby five-and-ten-cent 
store (F. W. W oolw orth ), heavily  
patronized by the 3,000-member 
student body, as the firs t place 
to b ring  some justice.

The fo u r student leaders en
tered the store Monday a fte r
noon (Feb. 1) and sat down at 
the lunch counter, w hich is “ fo r 
whites on ly .”

When they were refused serv
ice, they continued to s it 
qu ie tly  a t the counter t i l l  the 
store closed at 5:30 p.m. N ext 
day they re turned and were 
jo ined by  27 more students 
fro m  A. and T. and from  Ben
nett, a college fo r Negro women.

On Wednesday, the sit- 
down group increased to 45 
including a few courageous 
students from several white 
colleges.

A ttem pts to negotiate a set
t le m e n t w ith  the store fa iled 
when management refused to 
ta lk  w ith  student representa
tives. The local manager had 
w ired  F. W. W oolw orth  head
quarters in  New Y o rk  and had 
been given orders to deal w ith  
the s itua tion  as a local p rob
lem.

By Friday, scores of Negro 
townspeople, some of them dis
p lay ing  Am erican flags, had 
jo ined the demonstration. 

On S a t u r d a y ,  W oolworth 
management, c la im ing i t  had re 
ceived a bomb threat, had the 
police clear the store and then 
closed.

The Negro students consid
ered the closing of lily-white  
facilities the next best thing 
to their desegregation. They 
jubilantly proceeded to the 
S. H. Kress lunch counter. 
This store quickly shut down.
On Monday, Feb. 8 , the 

W oolw orth  and Kress stores in  
Greensboro reopened bu t w ith  
th e ir lunch counters closed.

A t 10 a.m. tha t m orning, 22 
Negro students from  N orth  C ar
o lina College and fo u r w h ite  
students from  Duke U n ive rs ity  
took seats a t W oo lw orth ’s lunch 
counter in  Durham.

They were refused service and 
(Continued on Page 2)

Caravan Hauls 
Food, Cash to 
Wilson Strikers

ST. P A U L, M inn., Feb. 14—  
“ S o lid a rity  Forever”  was the 
theme both in  song and action 
yesterday as 6,000 trade un ion
ists jo ined in  a caravan to the 
strike-bound p lan t o f W ilson &  
Co. in  A lb e r t Lea.

The "Solidarity Caravan," 
organized by the Minnesota 
State A FL-C IO  g a v e  the 
strikers $17,000 in  cash and 
180 tons of food.
• Hundreds o f cars and trucks, 

lin in g  the h ighw ay fo r  miles, 
carried local un ion names and 
numbers . and slogans o f en
couragement to the W ilson 
strikers.

As the cars stopped a t the 
union headquarters to drop off 
the food and cash, they were 
handed the firs t issue of a news
paper, News fro m  A lb e r t Lea, 
being published by the strikers. 
Buttons and car stickei'S cari'y- 
ing  theslogans “ Don’t  B u y  W il
son”  and “ The W ilson Labe l is 
a Disgrace to Y our Table”  wei'e 
passed out to the caravan.

A  mass meeting o f 2,800 ja m 
med the A r m o r y  to hear 
speeches by local and d is tr ic t o f
ficia ls o f the U n ited  Packing
house W orkers and top leaders 
o f the state A FL-C lO .

The h ig h lig h t of the m eeting 
was a ta lk  by a W ilson s tr ike r 
who said, “ I started w o rk in g  
fo r W ilson th ir ty  years ago fo r  
nine cents an hour. I t  was on ly  
through the union tha t we were 
able to be tte r our wages and 
w o rk ing  conditions. I  w a lked 
out of the p lan t when the s tr ike  
was called fou r months ago w ith  
m y head high in  the a ir; and, 

(Continued on Page 4 )

Oath Attacked 
At Ohio State

A pe tition  ui'ging Ohio con
gressional representatives to 
vote fo r repeal o f the student 
loan “ lo ya lty ”  oath proviso has 
been signed by 115 facu lty  m em 
bers at Ohio State U n ive rs ity  
in  Columbus.

George Hochficld, English de
partm ent ins truc to r who scored 
the oath requ irem ent as a “ po li
t ica l in trus ion  in to  the conduct 
o f academic affa irs,”  said i t  took 
h im  ju s t a week to get the sig
natures.

Seattle Student Punished 
For Scorning Swastika

A sharp controversy erupted 
at the U n ive rs ity  o f W ashington 
campus in  Seattle a fte r a Jewish 
student was o ffic ia lly  punished 
fo r rep ly ing  to insults hurled  at 
h im  in an an ti-S em itic  dcmon- 
stration.

Bruce O stcrm an, 18, president
elect o f the freshm an class was 
suspended from  his office fo r 
the rest o f the academic year by 
the S tudent Jud ic ia ry  C om m it
tee. The charge was conduct 
"unbecom ing to a candidate.”  He 
had made an “ inde licate”  gesture 
w ith  his arm  to a crowd h u r l
ing obscene epithets at h im .

D uring  a campus election 
parade Jan. 20, a car bearing 
a swastika flag pulled in to  line  
ahead o f Osterman’s truck . As 
the tru ck  approached a fra te r
n ity  house, someone in the 
ci-owd shouted, “ Eat it, Je w !”

Osterman rep lied  w ith  the 
“ inde licate”  gesture w h ich  he 
described la te r as a “ pui-e re 
flex.”

F a rthe r dow n thé  parade 
route, firecrackers were tin-own

at his truck, w ith  the cry, 
“ Catch this, Je w !”

Osterman won the election 
as an independent runn ing
a g a i n s t  fra te rn ity -supported  
candidates. In  a statem ent to 
the press on Osterman’s sus
pension, Tony Chase, In te r- 
F ra te rn ity  Council president, 
said: • “ The issue is p u re ly  a 
moral one. This Osterman has 
led everybody to believe th a t 
he was d iscrim inated against
because lie ’s a Jew and inde 
pendent."

An editorial by Mary Rich
ardson in  the University
Daily declared: "How can
they smear a young man for 
being human and completely 
ignore the narrow-minded
slreel-screamers who yelled 
from out of the gutter . . 
U nivei-sity President Charles 

Odegaard said he is looking  in to  
the a ffa ir bu t hasn’t  ye t made 
a carefu l study o f it.

In  past weeks, swastikas have 
been scraw led on the u n ive rs ity  
bu ild ings and elsewhere on the 
campus.

Negro Students 
Spread Battle 
Through South

Sit-Downs Against Jim Crow 
Force Lunch Bars to Close

By George Lavan

A tide of youth fu l m ilitancy in the struggle against 
Jim  Crow is flooding the South. A lready it  has swept into 
cities in North Carolina, South Carolina. V irg in ia . Tenn-
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Dread Foot-in-Mouth Disease 
Troubles Head of AFL-CIO

By John Thaye?

Shall Lynch Murder Be Made Illegal?
Observers of the labor move

m ent are speculating about1 
A F L  - C IO President George 
M eahy’s seemingly sudden in 
eptitude on issues concerning 
Negroes. They cite his outburst 
at. A. P h ilip  Randolph at the 
last A F L -C IO  convention and 
his recent attack on Congress
man Powell as examples of 
“ foot-in-mOuth disease”  and 
ask how Meany has contracted 
th is  a ilm ent.

The answer is simple enough.

These are but surface manifes
tations o f the A F L -C IO  top bu
reaucracy's ir r ita tio n , now tu rn 
ing to alarm , over the move
ment o f Negro unionists to o r
ganize and speak fo r themselves 
and th e ir interest^ w ith in  the 
unions.

Dissatisfaction w ith  the lip  
service given to c iv il righ ts by 
the labor bureaucrats w h ile  they 
m ainta in  or condone va iy in g  
degrees of d iscrim ination  w ith in  
th e ir own unions is widespread

...Too^Many Babies?
(Continued from Page I )

an opinion w idely held among capitalist economists:
"Economists disagree on the solution of many important 

economic problems in the world today, but there is one sub
ject on which there is nearly unanimous agreement. That is 
the premise that overpopulation is the greatest threat to 
economic progress and the maintenance of political stability 
in most of the world today. This issue cannot be avoided or 
pushed under the rug."

I f  babies constitute the “ greatest threat”  to economic 
progress and political s tab ility , it  would indeed seem inad
visable to'sweep the issue under the rug. We had better 
focus major attention on it. Fertig even suggests an auth
o rity  we m ight profitably consult among the economists: 
“ The tendency for populations to outrun the food supply 
was b rillia n tly  discussed over 160 years ago by the Rev. 
Thomas Malthus in his famous Essay on Population.” We 
w il l fo llow  that suggestion after surveying the views of 
today’s authorities.

Dr. Alan F. Guttmacher, chief obstetrician at Mt. Sinai 
Hospital in New York, says in a book he just published:

"Reckless population growth without parallel economic 
growth . . . makes for a constant lowering of the standard 
of living. Such a decline, with its concomitant mounting 
poverty and hunger, leads to political unrest.

"Today that kind of unrest inevitably delivers a popu
lation to some ism, whether it be communism, fascism or 
Pan-Arabism, and weans them' away from democracy."

I t ’s amazing that modern babies, if  born in sufficient 
quantities, should be inclined to easy weaning away from 
democracy and toward some ism, including Pan-Arabism, 
but the head obstetrician of Mt. Sinai Hospital must have 
helped bring a lot of them into this world and therefore 
the authoritativeness of his view seems beyond question.

Moreover, he is not alone in his conclusions. Joseph J. 
Spengler, Professor of Economics at Duke University, 
would agree, at least in part:

"What I'm  afraid of is, if India, for instance, doesn't do 
something, it w ill become filled with people with aspirations 
for a much better life whose expectations won't be met. What 
w ill they do? They very likely w ill turn to the Communists 
or to some group that believes in a highly centralized state, 
which the Communists might in time take over.

"The immediate danger in India is that private and public 
enterprise can't improve economic conditions rapidly enough 
if  population continues to grow rapidly. Many people w ill 
come to feel frustrated, and this w ill play into the hands of 
the Communists."

Another eminent authority sees even grimm er possi
b ilities. Robert C. Cook, president of the Population Ref
erence Bureau, thinks “ nothing is more im portant to the 
future  of the human race than world-w ide understanding 
of the dangers inherent in too rapid population growth.” 
He continues:

"Failure to curb this growth in underdeveloped coun
tries w ill gravely impair economic development. Unless living 
levels improve substantially, economic, social and political 
deterioration w ill be followed by chaos and greater misery.

"Democracy could not possibly survive such a debacle."

Greater misery, famine, the end of democracy, the 
trium ph of communism, war, chaos — these are what stare ! 
us in the face if  we don’t succeed in getting the underdevel
oped countries to cut down on births. That’s the way an 
impressive number of authorities size it up. I t  would be 
one-sided, however, not to note a dissident opinion.

Mrs. Helen Dorsey, president of the Dorsey Company, 
reports that the business of supplying the immediate needs 
of babies passed $4,000,000,000 in the United States in 1959. 
Future prospects, she thinks, are even brighter. She pre
dicts that the current average spending on each child 
'during the year w ill amount to $1,000.

I t  can be argued, of course, that this is a slap-happy 
outlook due to prejudice. The Dorsey Company happens to 
be the country’s largest manufacturer of plastic baby wear.

However, more objective experts can be cited. Richard 
Rutter takes a rosy view in the New York Times:

"What does the population 'explosion' portend for the 
national economy? Overseas, it should mean a tremendous 
opportunity for investment, especially in underdeveloped 
areas . . .

"Back home, the impetus to the economy from the sheer 
addition of numbers may prove even more dramatic."

f lu tte r submits that this is not solely his individual 
opinion:

"There seems little doubt that — barring a major in ter
national war — the growth in population w ill largely dictate 
the course of the economy. Already, the economists and other 
observers are referring to the forthcoming decade as, variously, 
'The Soaring Sixties,' 'The Golden Sixties,' 'The Fabulous 
Sixties.' Glowing forecasts are being made by the she'af-full."

A lot of problems must be solved beside the lit t le  one 
of avoiding a major international war, Rutter admits. “ But, 
as of now, at least, the consensus is that, the problems w ill 
be solved — w ith  far-sighted planning as the key — and 
that the Sixties w ill be genuinely' an era of spectacular 
growth and prosperity.”

One wishes that Rutter had told us more about how to 
achieve the planning that is the key to handling the rising 
population; unfortunately he ran out of space and was 
barely able to mention it  in his last paragraph.

Such optimists, it  must be emphasized, are decidedly 
in  the m inority. They sound like stout but isolated voices 
in the wilderness of gloomy w ritings on the population 
problem. Probably they reflect nothing more in the final 
analysis than the brave tin k lin g  of the cash registers, 
doomed to be drowned out in the caterwauling of the 
advancing horde.

(Next week: Can the foe be stopped?)

among Negroes in organized la 
bor. This mood is reflected in 
the grow ing restiveness of lo w 
er echelon Negro union officials.

Sharpening th is mood in to  
consciousness and g iv ing  i t  a 
program and organizational 
form  is the new Negro A m e ri
can Labor Council. Proposed by 
A. P h ilip  Randolph, dean of 
Negro union leaders, given 
tem porary form  at a conference 
last November in  Cleveland and 
regional conferences since, the 
N A LC  w ill be fo rm a lly  founded 
at a convention to be held in 
D etro it on May 28.

Randolph reports the move
ment is "spreading like a 
prairie fire" and present in 
dications are that over 1,000 
delegates w ill attend the 
founding conference.
As the N ALC  stokes its fu r 

naces fo r the founding conven
tion, the tem per 9 f  the A F L - 
C IO  bureaucrats, and th e ir top 
man, Meany, gets hotter.

But the organization o f the 
N ALC  evokes more than i r r i 
ta b ility  from  the top labor lead
ership. To try  to “ prove”  that 
the N A LC  is “ unnecessary”  the 
A FL-C IO  tops are themselves 
forced to take certa in  actions 
against J im  Crow w ith in  the la 
bor movement.

Thus fhe Brotherhood of 
Railway Trainmen last month 
struck the lily-w hite member
ship requirement out of its 
constitution. This long over
due but welcome act is the 
result of pressure brought by 
Meany and other lop A FL- 
CIO leaders on the BRT of
ficials.

It now enables Meany to 
c la im  that events have proved 
him  correct in opposing Ran
dolph's demand at San F ran
cisco that the tw o ra il b ro the r
hoods be given an u ltim a tu m  to 
excise the lily -w h ite  clauses. 
But in order to re fu te  Randolph 
and prove h im self “ correct.”  
Meany has had to do precisely 
what Randolph demanded — 
force the BRT offic ia ls to revise 
th e ir constitu tion.

Problem in CIO, Too 
I f  Negro unionists keep up the 

pressure the one rem ain ing 
“ w h ite -on ly ”  union in the A F L - 
CIO. the Brotherhood of F ire 
men and Locomotive Engineers, 
w il l  be forced to s im ila r action 
on its constitu tion.

I t  is not on ly in  the old A F L  
c ra ft unions tha t the N A LC  is 
up against b itte r opposition 
from  the entrenched bureau
crats who w ant no s tirrings 
among the rank and file. The 
sharpest struggle at present is 
in  the fo rm er CIO unions 
whose “ lib e ra l”  bureaucracies 
are jus t as desirous o f a dorm ant 
membership.

The extent of opposition may 
be gleaned from  a New Y ork  
H erald T ribune  in te rv iew  (Feb. 
14) w ith  A. P h ilip  Randolph. 
Correspondent Joel S e 1 d i n 
w rote : “ M r. Randolph w ould
not g ive the names of other 
I N A L C ] leaders because, he 
said, many have already been 
warned by th e ir labor-leader 
employers tha t th e ir jobs in 
unions w il l  be in jeopardy i f  
they become active in  the 
N ALC . But, he said, they are 
in  the unions w ith  large Negro 
memberships and mentioned the 
steel and auto unions, the b u ild 
ing trades and the hotel and res
taurant unions.”

The Parker Case 
Haunts Congress

By George Lavan
D ra fting  the c iv il-r ig h ts  b ill 

in  Congress is proceeding as i f  
the lynch ing  o f Mack Charles 
Parker had never taken place. 
N e ither Dem ocratic nor Repub
lican leaders display the least in 
tention o f incorpora ting  any 
an tilynch  provisions in the b ill 
now under consideration. They 
are lim itin g  its few  m eaningfu l 
sections solely to “ p lugging loop
holes”  in the vo ting  “ guarantees”  
o f the 1957 C iv il R ights Act,

F ighters against J im  Crow 
w ant the strongest possible 
guarantees o f Negro voting 
rights in  the pending legislation, 
but at the same tim e they should 
raise a great ou tcry  demanding 
tha t other c iv il-r ig h ts  guaran
tees— especially an an tilynch ing  
provis ion— be included. O ther
wise they are fa llin g  in to  the 
very trap  set fo r them by the 
capita lis t po litic ians who passed 
the toothless 1957 law.

That law , i t  w il l  be recalled, 
passed w ithou t a filibuster. The 
deal fixed up by Senate Demo
cratic  Leader Lyndon Johnson 
between the Southern w ing  and 
the N orthern  liberals was that 
the b ill w ould be so feeble and 
so restricted in  scope th a t the 
Southern racists could afford to 
let it  pass. Thus the Negro peo
ple “ got”  a c iv il-r ig h ts  law  con
ta in ing  lit t le , and the D ix iecrats 
lost as lit tle .

Little Bits at a Time
But there was more to the 

deal than solving the im m ediate 
po litica l s itua tion  in the Demo
cratic party . The 1957 law  set 
the perspective tha t fo r years to 
come the fight fo r c iv il-r ig h ts  
legislation could be confined to 
“ im p rov ing ”  the 1957 law.

Thus last year and now the 
on ly seriously considered moves 
in Congress are those restricted 
to amending the 1957 Act. And, 
unless an absolutely a ir tig h t v o t
ing provision is passed by th is 
Congress, the po litic ians figure 
that in 1961 and 1962 any c iv il-  
rights pressure on Congress can 
be d iverted in to  the narrow 
channels of s till fu r th e r im 
provements o f the 1957 act.
. I f  th is strategy were to prevail, 

the achievement o f a rounded 
c iv il-r ig h ts  program, inc lud ing  
legislative enforcement o f school 
desegregation, F a ir Em ploym ent 
Practices, etc., could be stretched 
out fo r 50 or 100 years o f “ l ib 
era l”  Congressional sessions. 
That is w hy  a great pub lic de
mand fo r an an tilynch ing  p ro v i
sion in the curren t b ill is so 
im portant.

The adm in is tra tion ’s current 
pose— adopted to fu rth e r N ixo n ’s 
bid fo r Negro, votes— is that it  
tr ied  its best to b ring  P arker’s 
lynchers to tr ia l bu t cou ldn ’t get 
an ind ictm ent under existing 
laws.

This very excuse should be 1 
the basis for demanding that 
Congress pass an adequate 
antilynching law. Instead, the 
White House sees no need for 
such legislation and neither 
Nixon nor his ally. Attorney 
General Rogers, raises the 
subject.

An Eloquent Record
Here is the actual record -of 

the federal governm ent in  the 
P arker case:

■ When the story o f the b ru ta l 
and unopposed mob m urder 
burst on the fro n t pages, there

M illio n s  S hared  H e r G rie f

Mrs. Mamie R. Bradley wept bitterly as the body, of her son Emmett Till, 14, was returned 
to Chicago from Mississippi where he had been brutally lynched in September, 1955. The men 
who murdered him boasted publicly of their foul deed but went unpunished. The case sparked 
mass protests in the North and renewed demands for an effective federal antilynch law.

was a great w e lling  up o f in 
dignation here and abroad. To 
placate i t  and to foresta ll its 
pressing fo r drastic action, tw o  

| men spoke out : M ississippi’s
i Governor J. P. Coleman and 
President Eisenhower. Both de
plored the lynching. Gov. C ole
man requested that, the FB I help 
Mississippi State Police investi
gate the crime. Eisenhower com
mended Coleman's a ttitude  and 
announced FB I en try  in to  the 
case.

This persuaded many people 
lhal for once Mississippi lynch
ers would be brought lo jus
tice. For now the "always- 
get-their-man" FB I, which had 
long been notorious for its re
luctance to investigate crimes 
against Southern Negroes, was 
being ordered into the case.
Public pressure was great 

enough to draw  out o f the ir 
pigeonholes in  Congress tw o 
dorm ant an tilynch b ills . South- 
ei n Congressmen took alarm  and 
began issuing statements that no 
federal law was needed because 
state laws were perfectly  ade
quate to punish lynchers. A la 
bama’s A tto rney  General ap
peared before a Senate Jud ic ia ry  
subcommittee to tes tify  tha t the 
b ills  were superfluous because 
his and other Southern states 
had even sterner penalties fo r 
lynching.

A t his A p r il 5 news confer
ence, E isenhower declared no 
federal an tilynch ing  law was 
needed because the FB I and M is
sissippi police were doing such 
a good job. By the tim e the 
FBI pulled out o f the case a 
m onth la ter, the unorganized 
press'ure fo r action against 
lynch ing  had dissipated. Con
gress qu ie tly  dropped the a n ti
lynch b ills  back in to  lim bo.

Sal on Report
The FB I statem ent tha t no 

v io la tion  o f federal law  was in 
volved in the' Parker case was a 
lie  and was so proven seven 
months la te r when U. S. A tto r 
ney General Rogers found it ex 
pedient to ask fo r federal in 
dictm ents in the case. B u t at 
the tim e  it suited M ississippi’s 
Gov. Coleman perfectly. He took 
the secret FB I report and s im ply 
sat on it fo r six months.

This was a further "cooling- 
off" period lo disperse and dis
sipate Ihe national and inter
national sentiment for pun
ishment of Parker's lynchers. 
When finally the Pearl River 
County grand jury met it did 
not even bother to hear the 
report.
To absolve itse lf, and w ith  an 

eye on the 1960 Presidential 
campaign, the adm in istra tion  at 
th is point made another gesture 
— A tto rney  General Rogers’ 
move fo r federal indictm ents 

I under tw o old and m ild  c iv il-  
I rights laws. 1

Even here the punches were 
pulled. One law  applied to con
spiracies partic ipated in  by a 
local law-enforcem ent officer, 
the other applied to conspiracies 
by any and all persons.

The D epartm ent o f Justice 
claims the second law may not 
be constitu tiona l and to save the 
U S. Supreme Court the bother 
o f deciding, it v o lu n ta rily  re 
stricted its scope to the lim its  
oi the firs t law , that is, to a 
conspiracy invo lv ing  a local o f
ficial.

This made the whole case hang 
on proving the P op la rv ille  dep
u ty sheriff’s com p lic ity  w ith  the 
mob. The federal prosecutors’ 
fa ilu re  to do this made it all the 
easier fo r the B ilo x i grand ju ry  
to adjourn w ithou t any in d ic t
ments.

Though the FB I report s till re 
mains “ secret,”  there have been 
enough o ffic ia l and unoffic ia l 
leaks to perceive tha t the in 
vestigation was de libera te ly  con
fined w ith in  the narrow'est lim its

— only the composition and ac
tions o f the mob.

There was no probe o f Judge 
Scbe Dale’s convenient decision 
to transfe r Parker from  the 
strong ja il in the state capita l to  
the unguarded P op la rv ille  ja il. 
There was no investigation o f 
the fram e-up o f Parker by fhe 
P op la rv ille  sheriff.

(The witnesses against h im  
were three Negro friends and 
re latives who said they had 
heard him  declare his in te n t to 
rape the w h ite  woman. Tw o o f 
these escaped to Chicago a fte r 
the lynch ing and to ld  how th e ir 
“ testim ony”  had been fabricated 
by the sheriff who then coerced 
them in to  repeating it. The F B I 
report relates that the w h ite  
w om an’s husband refused to jo in  
the lynch mob because his w ife  
wasn’t sure P arker was the a t
tacker.)

I t  should be fu r th e r noted th a t 
the F B I has displayed no in te r
est in  the in tim ida tion  o f the w it 
nesses who appealed before the 
federal grand ju ry  in B ilo x i. Y e t 
if is common know ledge tha t 
they had been warned they 
w ould  be run  out of P op la rv ille  
i f  they gave any damaging tes ti
mony.

Finally, Congress, and par
ticularly the White House, 
have other means of bringing 
great pressure on state offi
cials and local communities—  
by the refusal to pass or ex
pend appropriations benefiting 
them, by the transfer of fed
eral installations, by cutting 
off all political patronage. Of 
course, none of these sanc
tions were taken against Mis
sissippi.
The record shows tha t despite 

the crocodile tears ne ither the 
Democratic nor Republican p o li
ticians in W ashington rea lly  care 
about Mack Charles P arker or 
fu tu re  lynch victim s. A l l  the 
more reason to launch a pow er
fu l campaign now demanding an 
an tilynch  law.

. . .  Negro Students Spread Fight

Coal Miners Hit Meany; 
Defend Powell's Record

The lead ed ito ria l in  the cu r
ren t U nited M ine W orkers Jou r
nal, o ffic ia l organ o f the coal 
m iners’ union, blasts A FL-C IO  
President George Meany fo r 
“ sheer s tu p id ity ”  in  saying that 
Congressman Adam  C l a y t o n  
Powell w ould  make a “ te rrib le ”  
chairm an o f the House Educa
tion and Labor Committee.

The U M W  Journal declares 
tha t Rep. Powell “ is w e ll q u a li
fied in  every way to become 
chairm an”  and tha t he has “ a 
fine vo ting  record on matters o f 
interest to w o rk in g  people." 
The ed ito ria l fu rth e r points out 
tha t most attacks on Powell 
emanate from  D ixiecrats “ s im 
p ly  because he is a Negro . . . 
a vigorous figh te r fo r the rights 
of Negro citizens.”

Though reporters, try in g  to 
get reactions in labor circles, 
have been able to cite some 
labor offic ia ls as “ dep loring”  
M eany’s attack on Powell, these 
deplorers ask that th e ir names 
not be given.

So far none of fhe big-shot 
liberal labor bureaucrats, such 
as Walter Reuther, Emil 
Mazey, etc., have stated pub
licly where they stand on the 
issue.
The on ly  im po rtan t l a b o r  

leader to take issue w ith  
Meany remains A. P h ilip  Ran
dolph, president o f the B ro ther
hood o f Sleeping Car Porters 
and an A FL-C IO  Vice-President. 
Randolph, the on ly  Negro a t
tending the A F L -C IO  Executive

Council meeting in Bal Harbor, 
F lorida, contradicted Meany by 
declaring tha t Powell w ould be 
a d is tinc t im provem ent over 
present labor com m ittee cha ir
man, Rep. Graham B a r d e n  
(D-N.C.), whose im pending re 
tirem ent w ould give the cha ir
manship to the H arlem  Con
gressman.

As to the a llegation of “ rac
ism”  against Powell, Randolph 
c o m m e n t e d :  “ W hatever his 
faults, w hy p ick on a Negro? I f  
i t  is racism they are after, there 
are p len ty  o f worse racists in 
Congress. Le t them pick first 
on Sen. Eastland.”

Iron ica lly . Rep. Barden, whom 
Meany finds so preferable to 
Powell, is an open and avowed 
racist. He has declared h im self 
a segregationist repeatedly and 
was a signer of the notorious 
Southern Manifesto.

As fo r Pow ell’s vo ting  record 
and absenteeism, w hich Meany 
also cited as reasons fo r his op
position to Pow ell’s becoming 
chairm an, the A fro -A m erican  
(Feb. 20) has done an in te rest
ing com pilation. Using the 
A F L -C IO ’s own voting-record 
statistics on Congress, i t  points 
out tha t in  the last seven years 
there have been 30 votes on 
issues affecting labor. By the 
A F L -C IO ’s own count, Powell 
voted “ r ig h t”  22 times, “ w rong” 
tw ice, and was not present fo r 
ro ll ca ll six times. Barden, on 
the other hand, voted " r ig h t”  
on ly  five times, “ w rong”  20 
times, and was absent five times.

Louis E. Burnham , an asso
ciate ed ito r o f the National 
Guardian, died on F riday  night, 
Feb. 12. apparently o f a heart 
attack. He was 44 years old.

“ H is death is an almost ir re 
parable loss to th is newspaper, 
to the struggle of the Negro peo
ple fo r equa lity  and to the p ro 
gressive movement in Am erica," 
w rote  James Aronson fo r the 
Guardian staff in  • the Feb. 22 
issue.

Burnham  was taken i l l  d u r
ing a lecture he was g iv ing  fo r 
Negro H is to ry  Week before the 
In te rcu ltu ra l Society in  New 
York. He died w ith in  an hour 
a fte r he was taken to the em
ergency room of the P o lyc lin ic  
Hospital.

For tw en ty -five  years B u rn 
ham partic ipated ac tive ly  in  the 
struggle fo r Negro equality.

A  graduate o f C ity  College of 
New York, he became Southern 
organizer of the Am erican S tu
dent U nion in 1936. In  1941, he 
took the job  o f organizational 
secretary o f the Southern Negro 
Y outh Conference. In  1948, he 
became Southern organizer of 
the Progressive party, during  
the campaign o f H enry Wallace 
fo r the presidency.

For seven years he edited the 
m o n t h l y  magazine Freedom, 
published by Paul Robeson. He 
jo ined the staff o f the National 
G uardian in 1958.

A  m em orial meeting is being 
planned.

<Continued from Pa^e 1) 
the counter was shut down by 
management. The group then 

' proceeded to Kress’s and then 
I to W algreen’s D rug Store, both 
of w hich p rom ptly  closed thc-ir 
counters as soon as the students 
entered.

At noon in Winston-Salem, 
a lone Negro sat down at the 
Kress lunch counter and, 
when refused service, con
tinued sitting. The item was 
broadcast on the radio and 
within a few hours he was 
joined by scores of students 
from the Negro Teachers' 
College in that city. By the 
end of the next day they had 
caused the closing of five 
lunch counters in the down
town area.
Tuesday m orning, some 200 

students from  Johnson C. Sm ith  
U n ive rs ity  in  C harlo tte  em
barked upon a campaign w hich 
resulted in closing e ight dow n
tow n lunch counters by n ig h t
fa ll. The same day Negro stu-1 
dents of F aye ttev ille  State Col- ] 
lege caused the closing o f ; 
W oolw orth ’s a n d  M cC rory ’s | 
lunch counters in  tha t c ity.

On Wednesday m orning, some 
300 students from  Shaw U n i
ve rs ity  and St. A ugustine ’s Col
lege staged sit-dow ns at six 
lunch counters in  the heart of 
Raleigh, the state capital. S im i
la r actions took place in E liza
beth C ity , N. C.. and High 
Point. N. C.

Crosses State Lines
On Thursday, Feb. 11, the sit- 

down movement crossed the 
state litre in to  V irg in ia  where 
students at Ham pton Ins titu te  
h it  the W oolw orth  and Kress 
stores.

The fo llow ing  day it spread 
to Rock H ill, South Carolina, 
when students from  tw o Negro 
ju n io r  colleges took seats at the 
W oolw orth  and M cC rory lunch 
counters. When these were 
closed, the demonstrators p ro
ceeded to tw o large drug stores 
w ith  s im ila r results.

Here the first violence oc
curred. A white youth struck 
a Negro knocking him off a 
counter stool, and a bottle of 
ammonia and an egg were 
thrown at the Negro students. 
Police made no arrests.
The same day, 41 Negro stu 

dents in Raleigh, N. C., were 
arrested on charges of tres
passing at the Cameron V illage 
Shopping Center and held in $50 
bail each. Though standing on 
the sidewalk when arrested, the 
manager asserted tha t the shop
p ing center sidewalk is p riva te  
property.

B y the end of the second 
w e e k ,  anti-segregation s i t - 
downs had taken place in Nash
v ille , Tenn., and Deland, Fla. 
The opening o f the th ird  week 
w ith  fu rth e r demonstrations in 
H igh Point, N. C. and Ports
m outh, Va.—m a in ly  by Negro 
h igh school students— indicates 
tha t the movem ent is fa r from  
spent.

Caught o rig in a lly  by surprise, 
the w h ite  supremacist state and

local au thorities have now fo r
mulated th e ir strategy. I t  is 
tw o fo ld : (1) to prosecute the 
Negro students fo r “ trespass
ing”  and (2) to break up these 
obviously peaceful demonstra
tions on th e  pre text of main- 
a in ing pub lic  order— the d is
order being supplied by w h ite  
racists and teen-agers who are 
ta c itly  encouraged by the police 
to insult, provoke and attack the 
peaceful demonstrators.

Thus N orth Carolina A tto r 
ney General M alcolm  Seawell, 
advised store owners t h a t  

i though there is no law  rcqu ir- 
i ing lunch counter segregation.

demonstrators, la te r told re p o rt
ers that Negroes w ould not 
again undergo such trea tm ent 
w ith o u t figh ting  back.

In  so lida rity  w ith  the Negro 
students, CORE (Committee on 
Racial E qua lity ) and o ther 
groups in the N orth  have begun 
p icketing dime-store chains in 
volved. Students at C ity  College 
of New Y o rk  are pressing fo r 
form al action by the student 
governm ent in support of the 
Southern an ti - segregationists. 
(See ed ito ria l, page three.)

The student movement in the 
South is g iv ing  new insp ira tion, 
as w e ll as p rov id ing  valuable

: Negroes can be prosecuted fo r I lessons in d irect mass action, to
t j10 Negro people and th e ir 
w h ite  allies th roughout the 
country. It is the most im portan t 
th ing  now happening in the 
U nited States.

trespass.
The American C ivil L ib 

e r t i e s  Union immediately 
wired a protest to Seawell: 
"The statement attributed to 
you may be taken as a threat 
to persecute students for their 
legitimate assertion that un
der the 14th Amendment, as 
American citizens, they are 
entitled to equal treatment."

The police pattern is equally 
obvious. Under orders not to 

| beat up the students because of 
the glare of national and in te r
national p u b lic ity , the police in 
Greensboro and every other 
c ity  have perm itted known Ra
cist and w h ite  teen-age gangs 
to congregate around the slu-

W ait Till You See This
A  new advertis ing  device 

called, “ S ky jec to r”  uses m oun
tains or the sky as g ian t b i l l 
boards. Th row ing  as much 
lig h t as 92 m illio n  candles, i t  
was given a tr ia l run in  New 

! Y o rk  where co lor pictures o f a 
! Pepsi-Cola bottle, R i c h a r d  
N ixon and B rig itte  Bardot were 
flashed on the w a ll o f a ta ll 
bu ild ing . Labor, voice o f the 

| ra ilroad brotherhoods, suggests
dents w a iting  fo r service and to 1 lha, l w ilh ,,a P,‘e-m aking sponsor 
jee r and insu lt them. I we 11 rca ,,y have P,e 1,1 the

Typical are the accounts from  
H igh Point on Feb. 15. Police 
allowed a crowd of w hites to 
congregate in fron t of the W ool
w o rth ’s where Negroes were 
conducting a s it-dow n. When 
the Negroes emerged they were 
attacked by the whites. Police 
arrested one w h ite  and tw o Ne
groes.

E arlie r 30 Negro demonstrators 
leaving a suburban shopping 
center were attacked at the bus 
stop by 50 to 75 w hites who pe lt
ed them w ith  showballs and in 
sults. The police, who were 
present in force, made no effort 
to stop the attack. Rev. E lton 
Cox, head of the H igh  Point 
N AAC P bianch, who led the

sky.

A d v e r t is e m e n t

Subscribe!
To keep up w ith  the real 

meaning o f big events at 
home and abroad, you need 
the M ilita n t. T ry  i t  fo r s ix 
months. Send you r name and 
address and $1.

The M ilitanl 
116 University PI.
New York 3. N .Y.

Enclosed i^ $1 fo r a s ix- 
months tr ia l subscription.

Street

C ity Zone

State

I f  Negro History Week re 
minds you to f i l l  in some of 
those gaps in  you r knowledge, 
here’s a good lis t o f books to 
start studying.

Start with These
Negroes on the March —  A  

Frenchman's Report on the 
American Negro, by Daniel 
Guerin. C loth $1.50, paper $1.

B l a c k  Reconstruction in 
America — 1860-1880. by W. 
E. B. DuBois. $3.95.

Caste, Class & Race — A 
Study in Social Dynamics, by 
O live r C rom w ell Cox. $3.75.

Thaddeus Stevens, by Ralph 
Korngold . A  biography o f one 
o f the toughest po litica l fig h t
ers in  the h is to ry  of the s trug 
gle fo r Negro equality. $1.69.

The Strange Career of Jim  
Crow, by C. Vann W oodward. 
A  b rie f account of segrega
tion. $1.19.

Tender Warriors, by D oro
thy  S terling. S tory and p ic 
tures o f the L it t le  Rock s trug 
gle fo r  school in tegration. $.59.

The Class Struggle Road to 
Negro Equality. A  resolution 
o f the S o c i a l i s t  W orkers 
party. 25 cents.

The Struggle for Negro 
Equality, by John Saunders 
and A lb e rt Parker. 10 cents. 

Pioneer Publishers 
116 University Place 
New York 3. N.Y.

L. E. Burnham 
Nat'l Guardian 
writer, dies



Monday, February 22, 1960 T H E  M I L I T A N T Pad* Tfcnt

S u b s c r ip t io n :  $3 a y e a r ;  C a 
n a d ia n .  $ 3 .5 0 ; fo re ig n .  $4.50 . t h e  MILITANT S e cond  c la s s  p o s ta g e  p a id  

a t  N e w  Y o r k ,  N . Y .

E d it o r :  JO S E P H  H A N S E N  M a n a g in g  E d i t o r :  D A N IE L  R O B E R T S  B u s in e s s  M a n a g e r :  K A R O L Y N  K E R R Y  

P u b lis h e d  w e e k ly  b y  th e  M i l i t a n t  P u b lis h in g  A s s n .,  116 U n iv e r s i t y  P I.. N . Y . 3. N . Y . P h o n e : C H  3 -2 1 4 0 .
S ig n e d  a r t ic le s  b y  c o n t r ib u to r s  d o  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly  re p re s e n t th e  M i l i t a n t ’ s p o lic ie s . T h e se  a re  e xp re s s e d  in  e d ito r ia ls .

Vol, X X IV  — No. 8 Monday, February 22, 1960

Cuban-Soviet Trade Agreement
W all Street is making a glum face at 

the current diplomatic in itia tive  of the 
Soviet Union in Cuba. The Manhattan 
bankers take a sour view of the $100,000,- 
000 credit granted to the Castro govern
ment. And the news was not cheerfully 
received among Wall Street’s political 
representatives in Congress that the revo
lu tionary government succeeded in get
ting an order from Moscow for 5,000,000 
tons of sugar in the next five years at the 
current world market price, one-fifth to 
be paid in dollars, four-fifths in Soviet ma
chinery.

A ctua lly  the K rem lin  drove a hard 
bargain. I t  buys Cuban sugar for around 
three cents a pound. The re ta il price in 
the Soviet Union is ten rubles a kilogram. 
A t the official rate of exchange this would 
amount to $1.12 a pound, at the tourist 
rate, 45 cents. The $100,000,000 credit is 
likewise advantageous to the USSR, for 
i t  w il l be expended on Soviet products 
and it  draws a respectable 2 i nterest  
un til it  becomes due in 12 years.

In face of the v iru len t campaign which 
W all Street and its servile spokesmen 
have mounted against the Castro govern
ment, the Cuban people hailed the trade 
agreement as a very favorable develop
ment.

The Cubans appear to be keenly in 
terested in the Soviet Union. The Soviet 
Exhibition is attracting heavy crowds in 
Havana as it did in New York. Mikoyan, 
Khachaturian and the other visitors are 
getting cheers and ovations as they tour 
the hospitable island.

As part of the celebration, Revolución, 
newspaper of Castro’s Ju ly  26 movement, 
utilized its entire Monday supplement Feb. 
8 to eulogize achievements of the USSR. 
The topics covered science, agriculture and 
the co-operatives, heavy industry, culture, 
motion pictures, the theater, music, archi
tecture, literature, education, styles, sports, 
and the youth.

Conspicuously absent was anything 
about Soviet politics, sociology, or history.

Castro, of course, maintains that his move
ment represents “ humanism,”  something 
different from either communism or cap
italism.

The Cuban revolution, nevertheless, is 
showing the influence of what happened 
in Russia in 1917. Considerable inroads 
have already been made on the holdings 
of the big landowners and capitalists, es
pecially foreign imperialists, and deeper 
inroads appear in sight.

On Feb. 4 M ajor Ernesto “ Che” Gue
vara, head of Cuba’s National Bank, 
affirmed the government’s intention to 
impose controls on from 51 to 100 per cent 
of Cuba’s basic industries. This would, for 
the time being at least, take metallurgy, 
fuels, agriculture and heavy industry out 
of private hands.

V irtu a lly  every issue of Revolución 
reports fresh “ interventions”  bringing 
more enterprises under government con
trol.

The Cuban leaders have likewise 
demonstrated the ir awareness of Soviet 
experience w ith  co-operatives. By the be
ginning of this month a tota l of 385 agri
cu ltura l and cattle, and 19 fishing, co-oper
atives had been established.

And, of course, the Cuban people have 
been enjoying for a year now such immedi
ate benefits as the reduction of electric 
b ilis by a th ird  and rents by a half.

The Cuban revolution s till has a long 
ways to go before it  can be said to have 
become firm ly  consolidated, but the social 
and economic upheaval is proving to be of 
great depth and power. Where the revolu
tion is weakest is in program and political 
leadership.

In tu rn ing  toward the Soviet Union 
w ith ' friend ly  interest, the Cuban people 
are taking a direction that corresponds 
w ith  the deepest needs of the ir revolution. 
Every revolutionary socialist w il l greet 
this w ith  satisfaction and add • only the 
wish that they study more in ten tly  the 
early pages of the politica l h istory of the 
Russian revolution.

Pass By Woolworth and Kress!
The inspiring fight being made by 

Negro students in the South to end dis
crim ination at public lunch counters w ar
rants vigorous supporting action from op
ponents of the Jim  Crow system through
out the country.

We are glad to report that steps to
ward such action are already being taken in 
New York and we hope that sim ilar moves 
are under way in other cities.

In a Feb. 14 sermon, Rev. Donald H ar
rington of the Community Church “ frank
ly  urged” his parish to boycott W oolworth 
and Kress stores. These two national chains 
are offering s tiff resistance to the demand 
of the Negro students for equal treatment 
at the ir lunch counters in the South.

P articu la rly  heartening is the stand 
taken in the Feb. 17 issue of Observation 
Post, undergraduate newspaper at C ity 
College of New York.

The paper reports that a petition de
signed to stimulate “ immediate action”  by 
the college Student Council in  support of 
the Southern sit-downs is being circulated 
among campus leaders by Fred Mazelis, a 
sophomore student.

The petition asks the Council to or
ganize student support “ in  the form of 
rallies, petitions, picket lines, or any other 
appropriate action.”  (The Congress of Ra
cial Equality has already picketed Wool- 
Worth stores in New York.)

In addition to reporting the circulation 
of the campus petition, Observation Post 
offers vigorous editoria l support. The stu
dent paper declares: “ We ask Council to 
endorse this petition and fu l lf i l l  its de
mands. B igotry, discrim ination and Jim 
Crow cannot and must not be tolerated 
anywhere.”

A  Partial Ban Is No Ban
The “ partia l”  ban of nuclear tests . 

proposed by the United States at the Big 
Three Geneva Conference on Feb. 11, w ith  
Eisenhower’s approval, is another calcul
ated move toward resumption of atomic 
tests.

The proposal would allow “ small”  
underground nuclear blasts, no larger than 
the one used Aug. 6, 1945, to destroy H iro 
shima, under the excuse that such tests 
cannot be monitored. Soviet scientists 
m aintain that a ll blasts greater than 1.7 
kilotons are detectable. The W hite House 
argues that tests of bombs under 20 k ilo 
tons can be hidden.

A  W hite House declaration, over
whelm ingly supported by Democratic and 
Republican congressmen, held that un til 
adequate detection methods are found, the 
U.S. “ plan,”  lim iting  total bans to atmos
pheric and oceanic tests, proves American 
“ good fa ith .”

However, Eisenhower has admitted 
public ly that he does not know how large 
a bomb could be muffled. Asked at his 
press conference Feb. 11 i f  he thought Dr. 
Edward Teller was correct in maintaining 
that tests of big bombs could be kept 
secret by exploding them in  deep under
ground holes, Eisenhower replied, “ the 
very large ones, I  don’t th ink  could be 
concealed . . . certa in ly not periodically.”

He hedged when asked i f  the “ p lan” 
would end the “ vo lunta ry” test moratorium 
which has been in effect since October 
1958. Last week’s M ilita n t observed that 
the A tom ic Energy Commission and the 
W ar Department awaited only the signal 
from  the W hite House to resume tests.

The American diplomats, of course, 
pictured the U.S. proposal as a means of

ending tests of nuclear weapons. This was 
a transparent fraud since i t  makes an ex
ception of so-called “ small-size” under
ground tests.

Semyon K. Tsarapkin, Soviet delegate 
to the Geneva talks, rejected the “ plan” 
as a “ step backward, since under the ex
isting situation there have been no nu
clear explosions fo r more than a year.” 

The New York Times commented Feb. 
12 that an upset in the nuclear talks would 
lead to a resumption of a ll tests and i f  the 
Soviets pursue a policy of “ a ll or nothing 
the world w il l know where to place the 
responsibility . . . ”

However, Hanson W. Baldwin, m ili
ta ry  expert of the same paper, reporting 
from Geneva Feb. 14, took another view. 
The United States and B ritish  negotiators, 
he said, are “ convinced the Russians mean 
business”  about ending nuclear testing. 
Moreover, they are “ backed by the support 
of world public opinion fo r the cessation 
of nuclear tests and for arms lim ita tion .” 

Eisenhower’s promise that “ safer”  un
derground tests w il l “ allay world-w ide 
concern over possible increases in  levels 
of rad ioactiv ity,”  holds no more weight 
than his soothing assurances two years 
ago that the U.S. had “ discovered” a 
“ clean” bomb.

The American people are strongly op
posed to any more tests. This is not simply 
out of humanitarian considerations. I t ’s 

.-due to the simple fact that no one can 
escape cancer-producing and gene-damag
ing fallout. The rest of mankind is, i f  any
thing, even more opposed to fu rthe r nu
clear pollution of the earth’s atmosphere.

I t ’s about time our rulers paid a b it 
more respect to this sentiment.

The American 
Way of Life

"Did you know the State Department is honeycombed with French 
fellow-travelers? That's how De Gaulle stole our atom-bomb secret..

French Fascists Show Hand 
In Demonstration of Farmers

B y  D a n ie l R o b e rts

A r io t of farm ers in  Amiens 
on Feb. 11 constituted another 
w arn ing  to the French w orkers 
tha t th e ir  p o litica l in a c tiv ity  
opens the door to fascist gains. 
“'Long live  Massu”  and “ A l
geria is French”  were the slo
gans shouted by m any farm ers 
among the 1,500 or 2.000 tha t 
battled De G aulle ’s cops.

These were the slogans o f the 
fascists in  A lgeria  du ring  the ir 
r e c e n t  e ight-day rebellion 
against De Gaulle. Gen Massu, 
head o f the paratroopers, expert 
in  to rtu r in g  and k ill in g  Arabs, 
and hero of the colons and the 
arm y officer corps, was dis
c ip lined by De Gaulle last 
month. This touched o ff the 
Jan. 24 A lg ie rs insurrection. 
Three weeks la ter, farm ers in 
Amiens, in  the fa r no rth  of 
France, proclaim ed h im  th e ir 
hero, too.

Yet the farm ers had not come 
to Am iens to demonstrate the ir 
support fo r  the A lgerian  colons 
or th e ir ha te fu l cause o f keep
ing the Arabs enslaved forever. 
A bout 30,000 farm ers from  seven 
departments ra llie d  at the call 
o f the N ational Federation of 
A g ric u ltu ra l Producers to p ro 
test the fa l l  in  a g ricu ltu ra l 
prices and to blame De Gaulle 
fo r th e ir p ligh t.

The speakers were m ilita n t. 
One of the fa rm  leaders de
clared: “ We are organizing our 
demonstrations ca lm ly, bu t i f  we 
do not get satisfaction, we 
m igh t th in k  o f staging tougher 
demonstrations.”  U ndoubtedly 
w hipped up by fascist organiz
ers, who have been active 
among the farm ers w ith  v a ry 
ing degrees o f success since the 
1930’s, the most rebellious per
sons then carried ou t the th reat 
on the spot.

B u t w hy d id the fascists gain 
the chance o f organizing a m ili 
tan t action o f farmers? W hy 
d idn ’t  the labor movem ent gain 
th is opportun ity?  A fte r  a ll, the 
French w orkers and farm ers 
have fa r more in  common than 
do the French farm ers and the 
A lgerian  colons.

Farmers' Grievances

Consider the grievances o f 
the farm ers as they were voiced 
at the mass protest m eeting in  
Amiens. The speakers stressed 
tha t fa rm  earnings had de
creased nine per cent, because 
o f De G aulle ’s “ aus te rity ”  p ro 
gram. B u t the purchasing power 
of wages, too, has sunk about 
ten per cent du ring  the tw en ty  
months o f De G aulle ’s regime.

The p rinc ipa l beneficiaries of 
De G aulle ’s economic policies 
have been the huge corporations 
and the banks who foisted De 
G aulle on the coun try  in  the 
firs t place. The w orkers and 
the farm ers are jo in t sufferers 
o f b ig  business ru le. This 
should have led to an alliance 
between them against De G aul
le’s regime. Instead the most 
m ilita n t farm ers are fo llow ing  
a fascist lead— tha t is, the lead 
o f the w orkers ’ w orst enemies. 
Why?

Army Blocks Arrest 
Of 2 Algiers Rebels

A ccording to reports in  A l
giers, the French arm y is ob
s tructing  the arrest o f tw o lead
ing figures in  last m onth ’s fascist 
insurrection.

Paris ordered the tw o arrested 
ten days ago, b u t they surren
dered to the a rm y under an 
agreement, never sanctioned by 
De Gaulle, to fig h t the A rab  na
tiona lis ts  fo r  s ix  months. A rm y  
officers are u n w illin g  to go back 
on the w ord  o f the colonel who 
made the pact w ith  the rebels.

W hen m onopoly capita lism  
pushes them  to the w a ll, the 
sm all farm ers and storekeepers 
do not rem ain wedded to the 
status quo. The big business 
squeeze drives them  to revo lt, 
and they seek out the most 
dynam ic and aggressive-appear- 
ing force in  the coun try  tha t 
also seems to be in  opposition 
to the cap ita lis t class and its 
ru lin g  politic ians.

They w ant new leaders and a 
new perspective.

On cruc ia l occasions in  the 
past the great mass o f the fa rm 
ers and shopkeepers have ra l
lied  behind the w orking-class 
movement. This was notab ly 
the case in  Franco in  1944 and 
1945, when the w o rk in g  class, 
led by the C om m unist party , 
seemed headed fo r the socialist 
ove rtu rn  in  the wake of the re 
sistance against the Nazi occu
pation and against the Petain- 
Lava l qu is ling  regime.

Helped Restore Capitalism

B u t the French CP leaders d id 
not lead the masses to the crea
tion  o f a socialist governm ent. 
They betrayed the revo lu tiona ry  
aspirations o f the French w o rk 
ing  people. They entered in to  
a “ na tiona l un ion”  governm ent 
tha t restored the pow er o f big 
business.

In  subsequent years, the CP 
and Socialist p a rty  leaders re 
peatedly choked o ff the m i l i 
tancy o f the w o rk in g  class and 
helped to prop the cap ita lis t 
order. The CP leaders d id  this 
even a fte r 1947, when they were, 
d riven  out of the governm ent 
under co ld -w ar pressure from  
Washington.

In  the last tw o  years, the 
labor leaders have kep t the 
w o rk in g  class in  a state o f v i r 
tua l paralysis. They cap itu 
lated w ith o u t struggle when 
De G aulle came to power. Last 
month, when the fascists staged 
th e ir second attem pted coup, the 
SP, CP and trade-un ion leaders 
took shelter behind De Gaulle 
instead of u tiliz in g  the crisis to 
m obilize the w orkers independ
en tly  against the “ men o f A l
giers.”

To the French farm ers the 
on ly  dynam ic-appearing force 
in  France in  recent times has 
been the fascists, w ho dared to 
take up arms against a gov
ernm ent w h ich  the farm ers also 
opposed. Hence the c ry  raised 
in  Am iens o f “ Long L iv e  Mas
su.”  Had the Com m unist pa rty  
leaders demonstrated one quar
te r o f the de term ination  shown 
by the fascist elements, the 
farm ers m ig h t have been shout
ing “ Long L ive  the CP”  in 
stead.

Where W ill They Turn?

Despite im portan t trans fo rm 
ations du ring  the seven-year 
boom, France remains a coun
t r y  o f sm all farm ers and shop
keepers. A n  economic dow n
tu rn  w il l  m u lt ip ly  the discon
ten t and rebelliousness in  th e ir 
ranks. Who w il l  they tu rn  to 
fo r leadership?

I f  the labor movement does 
not come out of its present 
coma, the answer is unmis
takable. The middle classes 
w ill turn to the fascists. The 
fascists w ill seize the in itia 
tive in a social crisis. That 
is the grave warning raised 
by the Amiens events. The 
workers cannot permit them
selves the slightest complac
ency on this score.

They are a lready paying 
through the nose in  the fo rm  of 
De G au lle ’s “ aus te rity ”  p ro 
gram and decree ru le  fo r the 
bankrup tcy  o f the labor leader
ship. The fascists, i f  they w in  
the m idd le  classes, threaten the 
w orkers w ith  in fin ite ly  worse 
punishm ent.

The th rea t o f the fascists 
ga in ing the in it ia t iv e  can be e li
m inated by tim e ly  action. The 
w o rk in g  people m ust find a way 
to break the paralysis imposed 
by th e ir top leadership and find 
the avenues o f struggle against 
De G au lle ’s regime. They m ust 
also find  a w ay to demonstrate 
th e ir readiness to tackle the fas
cists should the la tte r again a t
tem pt such actions as, in  M ay 
1958 and last month.

F ina lly , they m ust open a 
campaign to replace De G aulle ’s 
regime - w ith  a governm ent of 
w orkers and farmers. I f  the 
w orkers demonstrate tha t they 
mean business, the rebellious 
sections o f the m idd le  classes 
w il l  undoubtedly find  th e ir pro
gram  fa r  m ore a ttrac tive  than 
anyth ing  the fascist demago
gues can offer. M any valuable 
fighters fo r  socialism w i l l  be 
added in  th is  way.

The w orkers can w in  hands 
down once they get going. B u t 
they m ust begin to prepare fo r 
action w ith o u t fu r th e r delay.

Herbert Hoover and the Karl M arx Virus
D uring the depression, burlesque comedians had a 

routine that rolled the patrons in  the aisles. The comedian 
would rush up to a cop and whisper urgently in  his ear.

“ I t ’s ju s t around the corner,” f  
the cop w ould  respond

Racist Test in St. Louis
The St. Louis Board o f A l 

dermen, contro lled 25 to 4 b y  
the Dem ocratic party , defeated 
a b il l  to  end rac ia l d iscrim ina
tion  in  restaurants, theaters and 
hotels by a vote o f 17 to 11. A n  
alderm an who supported the b il l  
described i t  as one o f the m ild 
est ever presented.

In Other Lands

Nehru Invites Chou for Talks
M ove Follows 
Khrushchev V isit

Reversing an ea rlie r stand, In 
d ia ’s P rim e M in is te r Nehru has 
asked P rem ier Chou E n-la i o f 
China to discuss the border dis
pute between the tw o  countries. 
In  a personal le tte r to Chou 
dated Feb. 5. N ehru suggested 
the tw o meet in  New D e lh i dur- 
¿ ig  the la tte r pa rt o f March.

Last December Chou proposed 
a m eeting o f the tw o prem iers, 
bu t Nehru tu rned h im  down.

I t  is believed th a t N ehru ’s 
latest proposal stems from  tw o 
considerations. One, China and 
Burm a resolved th e ir long- 
s t a n d i n g  fro n tie r conflic t 
through a trea ty  signed Jan. 28. 
Two, K hrushchev on his v is it to 
Ind ia  last week undoubtedly 
urged Nehru strong ly to nego
tia te  w ith  the Chinese.

Last fa ll, Khrushchev p u b lic ly  
deplored the boundary conflic t 
and hoped the tw o  countries 
w ou ld  come to an agreement.

Report Strikes 
In East Germany

According to the In te rna tiona l 
Confederation o f Free Trade 
Unions, East German w orkers 
have conducted a num ber o f 
strikes since last June.

The IC F TU  report, sum
m arized in the Feb. 9 C hristian 
Science M onito r, says th a t last 
September, fo r example, the en
tire -n ig h t sh ift at the E lm o en
gineering works, near Dessau, 
w en t on s tr ike  because o f “ im 
possible w o r k i n g  conditions 
caused by fumes from  a dump 
o f b row n coal w h ich  had 
caught fire .”

Again, in  November, s ix ty  
w orkers in  the Rostock sh ip
yards s truck against a 50% wage 
cut. O ne-th ird  o f the strikers  
were SED (Com m unist party) 
members.

The biggest s tr ike  is said to 
have occurred last June in  the 
Sachsenwerk, the largest elec
tr ic a l p lan t in  East Germany. 
The police were called and the 
fac to ry  m ilit ia  was alerted.

The s tr ike  began w hen w o rk 
ers in  the  repa ir shop s truck 
over a wage cut o f about 40 
marks. The next day a ll w orkers 
reported to  the fac to ry  and be
gan a s it-dow n strike . A t  a 
p lan t m eeting th a t lasted five 
hours1, C om m unist pa rty  offic ia ls 
adm itted th a t s im ila r strikes

were tak ing  place in  other fac
tories in  the Dresden area. They 
agreed tha t the old wage scale 
w ould  be restored.

Subsequently the p lan t m an
agement and trade un ion  and 
p a rty  un its  w ere reorganized. 
Four w orkers were dismissed 
and th e ir papers m arked “ un 
suitable fo r  em ploym ent in  
state-owned factories.”

CP offic ia ls blamed the s trike  
on men in  the repa ir shop 
“ w o rk in g  on the instructions of 
Western agents.”  They charged: 
“ I t  was the same on June 17, 
1953,”  when over tw o  m illio n  
w orkers conducted a na tion 
w ide general strike.

Chinese Caution 
Soviets on U.S. 
'Peace' Intentions

In  a message p rin ted  in  P rav- 
da on the ten th  anniversary o f 
the Soviet-Chinese tre a ty  of 
friendsh ip  Feb. 14, Soong C hing- 
ling, w idow  o f Sun Yat-sen, the 
founder o f the Chinese nationa l- 
lis t movement, warned o f U. S. 
attem pts to d rive  a wedge be
tween the tw o  countries.

She also declared th a t P resi
dent E isenhower “ m ig h t make 
a big noise and trave l ha lfw ay  
around the w o rld  w earing  the 
mask o f an envoy o f peace, bu t 
he and V ice-President N ixon  
and certa in  leaders o f the Demo
cra tic  p a rty  and generals and 
adm irals o f the U n ited  States 
are ra tt lin g  th e ir sabers.”

“ They show us by th e ir  ac
tions th a t they are on ly  try in g  
a fte r a ll to preserve th e ir  po licy 
■of dealing from  a position o f 
strength.”

Madame Soong’s le tte r thus 
voiced the v iew  o f the “ th a w ” 
tha t has been p u t fo rw a rd  by 
the Chinese CP leaders. U n like  
the Soviet leaders, the Chinese 
do not c red it the U. S. govern
ment w ith  genuine ly seeking 
peace.

Kenyans Accept 
British Proposals

The m a jo r delegations a t the 
Kenya cons titu tiona l conference 
in  London have accepted “ w ith  
reservations”  the B ritish  p ro 
posal fo r en larg ing the A frica n  
vote and the A fr ica n  repre 
sentation in  the K enya legis la
tive  council.

The A f r i c a n  delegation, 
headed by Tom  Mboya, though

objecting tha t the  franchise had 
not been w idened enough, ac
cepted the B ritis h  p lan “ as the  
nex t stage in  K enya ’s constitu 
tio n a l developm ent.”  The p ro 
posals w il l  affect elections 
scheduled fo r 1961.

"Drop Socialist 
A im /' Gaitskell 
Tells Labor Party

B ritis h  Labor p a rty  leader 
H ugh G a itske ll has again called 
fo r  rev is ion  o f Clause 4 o f the 
pa rty  constitu tion  w h ich  lays 
down the ob jective o f securing 
“ the  common ow nership o f the  
means o f production, d is tr ib u 
tion, and exchange.”

G a itske ll declared Feb. 13 
tha t he favored a “ m ixed eco
nom y”  in  w h ich  p riva te  enter
prise w ou ld  operate side-by-side 
w ith  pub lic  ownership. He firs t 
called fo r a re trea t from  Clause 
4 at the p a rty ’s conference last 
November.

H is ■ proposal has created a 
sharp dispute in  the Labor p a rty  
w ith  M ichael Foot, ed ito r o f 
T ribune, leading the V ic to ry  fo r  
Socialism group in  a fig h t to up 
hold socialism as the p a rty ’s 
stated objective.

H aro ld  W ilson, Chancellor o f 
Exchequer in  the Labor gov
ernm ent several years ago, is 
also opposed to changing Clause 
4, according to  the Feb. 15 
C hris tian  Science M onito r.

Communist Party 
Gets 4 2  Per Cent 
O f V o te  in Kerala

The fin a l ta l ly  on the vote in  
the elections held Feb. 2 in  the 
Ind ian  state o f K era la  shows 
that, despite a heavy loss o f 
seats, the C om m unist p a rty  sub
s ta n tia lly  increased its share o f 
the popular vote. In  1957, the 
CP polled about 35% o f the  
popular vote. In  the  recent 
elections they obtained 42.5%.

As the M i l i t a n t  reported  
earlie r, the CP lost its  m a jo r ity  
in  the K era la  pa rliam ent because 
its  three m a in  electoral opppn- 
ents— the Congress, Moslem and 
P ra ja  Socialist parties—form ed 
a coa lition  designed to oust the 
CP fro m  power. As a resu lt the 
coa lition  w on about 75% o f the 
seats w ith  about 55% o f the 
vote. In  1957 the CP’s Oppon
ents also ran  against each o ther

“ Don’t g ive me tha t Hoover 
line,”  the comedian w ould roar. 
“ I  gotta go!”

The b u tt o f th is un-Am erican 
hum or was H erbert Hoover, who 
happened to be president when 
the stock m arket crashed in 
1929 and 10 1o 15 m illio n  jobs 
vanished fo r a decade.

There was qu ite  a b it o f fo r 
e ign-type ag ita tion  at the tim e 
and even suggestions tha t the 
governm ent offer some fo rm  of 
economic aid to the m illio n s  of 
idlers.

Such proposals were rejected 
by President Hoover. He pa
tie n tly  expla ined th a t the econ
omic d ip  was h ig h ly  tem porary 
and th a t “ p rosperity  is jus t 
around the corner.”

Even m ore im portan t, he 
stressed, were the m ora l issues 
involved. Federa lly sponsored 
social w e lfa re  w ou ld  pay laz i
ness a prem ium  and spell the 
beginning o f the end o f our 
d iv in e ly  conceived free-enter
prise system.

W ell, tha t p rosperity  fin a lly  
came, ju s t like  he promised, a l
though i t  took a w o rld  w a r to 
do it. And now Hoover is recog
nized as a prophet. S t ill as 
b risk  and c lea r-th ink ing  at 85 as 
he was at 55, the fo rm e r presi
dent reported on our curren t 
c r itica l s itua tion  at a P resby
te rian  luncheon in New Y ork  
last week.

He disclosed th a t Am erica 
has become "p lagued w ith  the 
in fec tion  of K a r l M a rx  in  
both the th in k in g  of our peo
ple and the affa irs o f our 
governm ent."

U ndoubted ly carriers o f the 
in fection  were at th a t ve ry  
gathering. One skeptic wanted 
to know  i f  the v irus  had h it  a ll 
levels o f governm ent.

“ Yes, s ir,”  M r. H oover replied, 
“ Federal, state and local.”

A no the r doubter wanted to 
kn o w  i f  even the Eisenhower 
adm in is tra tion  was infected.

The ex-head of state nodded 
sadly and said: " I t  got frozen 
in ."

“ This in fection  creeps through 
our nation by deluded and m is
guided men and by disguised or-

ganizations, fron ts  and cults,”  he 
explained. “ These agents o f in 
fection are like  h e rm it crabs 
w h ich  c raw l in to  such term s as 
‘libe ra l,’ ‘progressive,’ ‘pub lic  
e lectric power,’ ‘managed eco
nom y.’ ‘the w e lfa re  state’ and a 
half-dozen others.”

Some people, in fected by  the  
“ K a rl M arx  v iru s ”  w h ich  M r. 
Hoover finds is “ haun ting ”  Us, 
m ay th in k  the p ic tu re  is too 
stark. They should have been 
present.

Is Hoover a 'Red'?

A no the r speaker was one J. 
H ow ard  Pew, fo rm er president 
o f the Sun O il Company. He 
said th a t a num ber o f business 
m en in  the U n ited  P resbyterian 
Church could no t support the  
denom ination th a t was sponsor
ing H oover because its  p ro 
nouncements “ frequen tly  co in
cide w ith  Com m unist' objec
tives.”

F in a lly , the bone-crushing 
p roof o f the spread o f the M a rx 
is t plague— even to those w ho 
va lia n tly  combat i t —was found 
r ig h t in  Hoover's speech.

One o f the effects o f the  dis
ease, Hoover said, is the break
down o f law  and order. “ Some
th ing  is te r r ify in g ly  w rong  w ith  
our law  enforcem ent system 
when in  1958 there were 2,340,- 
000 arrests fo r  m a jo r crimes, 
and on ly  88,780 o f them  landed 
in  state and federa l prisons.”

Could more dam ning evidence 
be presented o f the ine ffic iency 
to be seen in governm ent enter
prise? Y e t H oover fa iled  to  
d raw  the obvious lesson. A  v ic 
tim  o f the  K a r l M a rx  v irus  
him self, he fa iled  to po in t ou t 
the c ry ing  need fo r  a n e tw o rk  
o f e ffic ient, p riva te ly  owned 
prisons.

— H arry Ring
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mine-mill Wins 
Phelps Dodge 
171-Day Strike

DENVER, Feb. 1 — Nearly 5,000 M ine-M ill members 
at Phelps Dodge copper plants in Arizona and Texas 
started back to work today follow ing local ratification of a 
new agreement to end th e ir 171-*-
day strike, P resident John C la rk  
of the In te rna tiona l U nion of 
M ine, M ill  and Sm elter W o rk 
ers announced here today.

O nly one company o f the cop
per in dus try ’s “ B ig  F ive ”  p ro 
ducers struck by M in e -M ill last 
August s ti l l  remains to settle 
w ith  the union, C la rk  said. The 
ho ldout is Anaconda Copper, 
whose properties in  Montana 
and U tah rem ain shut down. 
Talks are continu ing  in efforts 
to settle th is s tr ike  w hich has 
id led  some 6,000 m iners and 
smeltermen.

The Phelps Dodge settlem ent 
runs u n til June 30, 1962, and 
provides a to ta l package o f 33.4 
cents an hour in  wage and 
fringe  benefits over the three- 
year period, inc lud ing  cash 
boosts ranging from  3 Vz cents 
to 11 y4 cents an hour each year.

O ther gains include an addi
tiona l paid ho liday, m aking a 
to ta l o f seven; vacation-plan

im provem ents; w ide r medical 
and accident coverage, increas
ed pension benefits , and an im 
proved sen iority  clause.

The company also agreed th a t 
a ll tim e  lost du ring  the s trike  
w ould  be considered as tim e 
w orked in com puting vacation 
benefits.

The agreement is in line  w ith  
the average annual increase 
provided by the tw o-year settle 
ments already reached by M ine- 
M il l  elsewhere in  the industry .

The v ic to ry  is pa rticu la rly  
sign ifican t in v iew  of the draw n- 
out, costly legal figh t w hich the 
union had to wage against fed 
eral in te rven tion  du ring  the 
s trike  battles. Seventeen pres
ent and fo rm er officers o f the 
union were convicted on charges 
of “ conspiring”  to file  false 
T a ft-H a rtle y  “ non-Com m unist”  
a ffidavits. The w itch -hun ting , 
however, fa iled  to shake the 
rank  and file.

Holds It's 'Terrible' 
That George Meany  
Heads the AFL-CIO
Editor:

George Meany says tha t i t  
w ou ld  be “ te rr ib le ”  i f  Adam  
C layton Pow ell became cha ir
man o f the House Labor Com
m ittee. I  th in k  it  w ould  be te r
r ib le  i f  the firs t Negro in  lin e  
fo r  the chairm anship of a m ajor 
congressional com m ittee under 
the sen iority  rules was denied 
the post.

I  consider M eany’s statement 
one o f the most te rrib le  yet 
made by a labor leader. The 
reasons he gives fo r  opposing 
Pow ell are com plete ly specious. 
Take his critic ism  of P ow e ll’s 
vo ting  record. Here he doesn’t 
have a leg to stand on, since 
Powell has voted 100% correct 
from  the v iew po in t o f o ffic ia l 
union standards.

The vo ting  record tha t Meany 
re a lly  has in  m ind is P ow e ll’s 
attempts to attach riders deal
in g  w ith  segregation to aid-to- 
education b ills .

Meany says tha t Pow ell stirs 
up racia l discord. This is a 
W hite  C itizens Council k in d  of 
charge. E ve ry th ing  is n ice-and 
qu ie t and peaceful u n til these 
brash Negro agitators come 
along. That is w ha t the W hite  
C itizens Councils say and Meany 
echoes them.

As to the charge of absentee
ism —  i t  is common knowledge 
tha t a ll congressmen absent 
themselves regu la rly  and a t
tend on ly  when th e ir narrow  
p rov inc ia l interests are on the 
agenda, o r i f  they are m ustering 
to s tr ike  a b low  at the workers.

For Meany to say “ te rr ib le ”  
about a Negro being appointed 
to a com m ittee chairm anship is 
te rrib le . I th in k  tha t th is shows 
tha t Meany is anti-Negro. This 
is a te rrib le  charge. I t  is also 
te rrib le  tha t such a man is the 
head of the trade-union move
ment.

John Hudson 
New York

Ready to Distribute 
M aterial Devoted to 
Labor Party Issue
Editor:

For the past 15 years I  have 
w orked in the union movement 
to bu ild  support fo r  establishing 
a labor party. In  look ing  back I 
see l it t le  i f '  any lite ra tu re  to 
help the rank and -file to th in k  
out a program  th a t re a lly  meets 
th e ir needs and requirements.

Quite a few  ind iv idua ls  and 
unions have proposed labor- 
pa rty  resolutions to conventions. 
But in no case tha t I  know  of 
were the w orkers in fo rm ed as 
to how they w ou ld  jum p  from

th e ir  present defensive system 
to the offensive by d ra ftin g  the ir 
own program, sending th e ir own 
union members in to  every im 
portan t office — instructed and 
pledged. Under such conditions, 
how could an tilabor b ills  rem ain 
a live, or any more be passed?

There are other questions to 
be answered. W orkers w an t to 
know  i f  a labor party  w ou ldn ’t 
be corrupted, even by the pres
ent “ leadership.”  H ow could i t  
be kept in  contro l by the rank 
and file? W hat w ou ld  be the de
mands prom oting fu l l  em ploy
ment, social security, benefits to 
m inorities, women, youth, fa rm 
ers, etc.?

I  th in k  a colum n in  the M i l i t 
ant of labo r-pa rty  questions and 
answers w ould be he lp fu l. A lso 
a five-cent pam phlet fo r  those 
who don’t  see the M ilita n t. I  
w ould  d is tribu te  (and pay fo r) 
100 or 500 of such a pam phlet 
and save m yself years of ex
planations.

Here in  Santa Cruz, labor is 
already on record fo r  a labor 
pa rty . B u t m y contention is 
tha t the rank  and file  have to 
understand more in  order to 
pressure the leadership who lik e  
th e ir  present “ friends”  in  the 
tw o m a jo r parties. I  am sure 
tha t the benefits, i f  understood, 
w ould  add tremendous impetus 
tow ard a new life  in  the unions.

H.C.B.
Santa Cruz, Calif.
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pating  in  p rim a ry  elections. 
And, a fte r the tw o  m a jo r parties 
have nom inated th e ir candi
dates, the A FL-C IO  General 
Board w il l  meet to determ ine its 
“ position and its recommenda
tio n  to its members.”

One Slate That's Clean

W iped clean off the slate are 
the lessons o f the 1958 election. 
The designation o f candidates is 
tu rned over to the wardheelers 
w ith  the assurance there w il l  be 
no “ in terference”  from  the 
unions. The lis t o f candidates 
w il l  then be subjected to c lin ica l 
diagnosis by the labor states
men. A  p o lit ica l therm om eter 
w i l l  be th rus t in to  the aspiring 
candidates to register the de
gree of th e ir “ fr iendsh ip ”  fo r 
labor. The “ position”  o f the 
medicine men w il l  then be 
posted fo r the guidance of 
th e ir flock. A nd  a ll th is passes 
fo r po litics!

A nd  w ha t i f  the thermometers 
registered no d iscernible degree 
of difference? Meany too is 
aware of th is possib ility .

The Feb. 13 A FL-C IO  News 
reports: "Meany pointed out 
that if the General Board 
were confronted with a choice 
b e t w e e n  'tweedledum and 
tweedledee,' there possibly 
[possibly!] could be no en
dorsement."
As a m atte r o f fact, the pre

tense tha t the question o f an 
endorsement is s t i l l  open is a 
calculated deception.

I f  “ p o lit ica l n e u tra lity ”  is 
ru led  ou t w ha t are the a lte rna
tives? The endorsement by 
labor o f a Republican candidate 
fo r president is excluded. The 
most lik e ly  Republican candi
date1 N ixon, has a lready be
come the m ajor ta rge t o f the 
labor statesmen. Abstention 
fro m  the Dem ocratic prim aries 
can only be construed as a sign 
tha t the labor skates have no 
real preference and w il l  take 
anyone nom inated by the con
vention.

That is w hy Meany is so care
fu l to q u a lify  his position on an 
endorsement even i f  confronted 
w ith  a choice which he considers 
one between tweedledum  and 
tweedledee. U nder such c ir
cumstances, he says, there may 
“ possibly”  be no endorsement. 
Meany doesn’ t foo l any o f the 
po litica l heelers w ith  his tw is t
ing— tha t is not his aim. W hat 
he does succeed in  doing, un
fo rtuna te ly , is to deceive and

(Continued from  Page I )

Arm am ent h e l d  a “ w arn ing  
m arch”  in  a dow ntow n square.

In  Toronto, students picketed 
the French Consulate on the eve 
of the explosion. The signs they 
carried demanded “ N ot Bombs 
—  Freedom fo r A lg e ria ”  and 
“ B reak Canada-NATO A lliance 
w ith  Do G aulle.”

The Ita lia n  governm ent began 
checking fo r  radioactive fa llo u t 
from  the Sahara. S trong w inds 
frequen tly  b low  across the 
M editerranean from  the huge 
A frican  desert to the south.

The Japanese governm ent 
filed a fo rm a l protest w ith  
France and called the Sahara 
test “ regrettab le”  because i t  was 
held w h ile  the U.S., B rita in  and 
the Soviet U nion were discuss
ing a test-ban agreement.

The o ffic ia l Soviet news 
agency, Tass, called the French 
test “ deplorable”  and pointed to 
the Soviet in it ia tiv e  in  stopping 
its own explosions.

The People’s R epublic of 
China denounced De G aulle ’s 
regime fo r ca rry ing  out the test 
“ in defiance of the strong con
demnation o f the local people 
and w o rld  pub lic  opinion.”

In  France itself, a great 
number of people undoubtedly 
agreed with the Paris taxi 
driver who declared: "Think  
how many homes could have 
been built with the same 
money."
“ The U nited States gave 

France a frosty hello  when it 
jo ined the exclusive ‘nuclear 
c lub ’ by setting off an atom ic 
device in the Sahara,”  reports 
W arren Rogers Jr. in  the Feb. 
14 New Y ork H erald Tribune.

Though the W ashington o f
ficia ls were not necessarily ho r
rified  by the in ju ry  tha t more 
atom ic testing and hence more 
fa llo u t w il l  cause to m ankind— 
the U.S. holds the record fo r 
nuclear blasts —  they were dis
pleased beeause the explosion 
was a m ark o f French inde
pendence and a breach of the 
cu rren t d ip lom atic  and m ilita ry  
po licy the State D epartm ent 
wants a ll N ATO  countries to 
pursue in common.

A ll  in  a ll, reports Benjam in 
Welles in the Feb. 16 New Y ork  
Times, French offic ia ls concede 
tha t the on ly  tru ly  favorable re 
action to the Sahara explosion 
other than th e ir  own has come 
from  Chancellor Adenauer of 
West Germ any —  a staunch De 
G aulle backer. Even th is  “ has

mislead the w orkers he is paid 
to lead.

Necessary Ingredient

Such deception is an ind is
pensable ingred ien t of the p o li
tics o f the labor bureaucracy. 
They know  fu l l  w e ll th a t the 
ranks have become increasingly 
disenchanted w ith  the po licy of 
keeping labor s tra it-jacke ted  in  
coa lition  w ith  the D em o-D ixie- 
cra t party. The A F L -C IO  In 
dustria l U nion D epartm ent D i
gest, fo r  example, devotes an 
entire  a rtic le  in  its fa ll 1959 is
sue to establishing the lack of 
any real d ifference between the 
tw o m a jo r parties. (The artic le , 
of course, was w rit te n  last fa ll.)

C iting  a survey made by the 
U n ive rs ity  o f M ich igan in  
R euther’s b a iliw ick , W a y n e  
county, the D igest discloses: 
“ More than 50 per cent of the 
county ’s adu lt popula tion could 
see no difference between Re
publicans and Democrats and 
more than 33 per cent o f the 
precinct leaders saw no d iffe r
ence.”

A fte r casting about fo r some 
recognizable d is tinc tion  between 
the tw o m a jo r parties, the 
D igest comes up w ith  the f o l - 1

been in  sharp contrast w ith  the 
coolness shown by the West 
German press as a w hole.”  

Despite the world outcry 
against further pollution of 
the atmosphere, the French 
government has announced it 
w ill go ahead with more ex
plosions.

French offic ia ls have claimed 
tha t the a'tomic p rov ing  ground 
they have chosen is the safest in 
the w orld . More population cen
ters are located w ith in  a 300- 
m ile  radius o f the Nevada p ro v 
ing  grounds, they say, than o f the 
one they have established in 
the Sahara.

Claude B ourdet, w r it in g  in 
the Jan. 21 France Observateur, 
leading socialist w eekly, exposes 
th is cla im . F irs t, he says, the 
Sahara is no t a ll desert bu t is 
penetrated by a long oasis called 
“ Datetree Avenue.”  A bou t 200,- 
000 Arabs, Berbers, Jews and 
Negroes live  on the “ Avenue,”  
engaging in varied agricu ltu re  
and handicrafts. The govern-
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is were speeding loward A l
bert Lea.

A ustin  being closer than M in 
neapolis, t h e  reinforcem ents 
from  H orm el’s got there first. 
Together w ith  the W ilson s tr ik 
ers they took back the union 
hall, swept the cops and dep
uties o ff the streets, ran the 
scabs out o f the p lan t and re 
stored the p icke t lines.

N ot much remained to be 
done by the tim e the M inneap
olis tru ck  drive rs  h it  tow n; bu t 
th e ir hu rried  a rr iva l helped to 
pu t the main po in t across.

The bosses and th e ir po litica l 
stooges in governm ent were 
given to understand tha t they 
w ould have to crush the whole 
union power before they could 
hope to break a s tr ike  any
where in the region.

Union-busiing on such a 
scale was easier said ihan 
done; so Wilson had to sign a 
contract with the CIO.
F igh ting  leaders of the k ind  

tha t beat W ilson in the th irtie s  
are rare specimens in  the m od
ern union offic ia ldom . M any old 
tim ers grew soft du ring  the re l
a tive class peace o f la te r years; 
they were draw n in to  the g row 
ing  un ion bureaucracy and de
generated in to  labor statesmen. 
Today they have l it t le  to offer 
young w o rk e r m ilita n ts  facing

low ing : “ As long as libe ra l Dem
ocrats determ ine the candidates 
fo r executive office— in  contrast 
to the conservative Democrats 
con tro lling  the leg is la tive 
branch — there is a d is tinction  
between the tw o  parties.”

A distinction without a d if
ference. For, as the article 
goes on to explain, "the last 
seven Congresses have been 
marked by a coalition of 
Dixiecrats and Republicans 
that has managed to control 
legislative action regardless 
of which party won a ma
jority  in  the election."

A ll  o f th is is no secret to 
George Meany. He pointed out 
— last September — “ tha t the 
sen io rity  system pushes South
ern Democrats up in to  the cha ir
m anship o f a ll key Congres
sional committees. A nd  75 per 
cent o f the Southern Democrats 
are more reactionary than any 
Republican you can find in  Con
gress or the State Legislatures.”

Yet, like  actors in  a Greek 
tragedy whom  fa te  has m arked 
fo r extinction , the labor bureau
crats continue to s tr ive  fo r 
“ more victories like  we had in 
1958”  w h ile  p rocla im ing that an
other such “ v ic to ry  m igh t ru in  

1 us.”

ment itse lf acknowledged the ir 
presence by m oving 20,000 in 
habitants. of Datetree Avenue 
who lived  closest to the exp lo
sion point.

Second, says Bourdet, the 
proving grounds are no t where 
the French governm ent declared 
in the U nited Nations they were 
— nam ely 125 miles inside the 
vast desert area of Tanezrouft. 
They arc located 13 miles from  
the edge o f Datetree Avenue. 
Poisonous dust from  the blast 
thus menaces the entire  oasis.

“ I t  w ou ld  have been easy,”  
Bourdct concludes, “ to find a 
place, where w ith in  a 125-mile 
radius, the^e is no oasis and 
where 110 nomad has reason to 
go. O n ly . . . th is w ould  have 
demanded more costly ins ta lla 
tions, a much more disagreeable 
mode of life , an e ffo rt o f the 
k ind  tha t one puts up in other 
parts o f the Sahara to extract 
o il and make money. Here, a ll 
that was invo lved was the life  
of the Saharan peoples.”

the present cap ita lis t a ttack on 
the unions.

Some, though, have continued 
to stand by the sound class p r in 
ciples they learned during  the 
storm  and s tr ife  o f earlie r 
times; and they have since de
veloped greater understanding 
o f the po litica l essence o f class 
struggle.

I f  these w orking-class fighters 
have not been driven from  the 
unions by w itch -hun ting  labor 
bureaucrats and cap ita lis t p o li
ticians, they have generally 
been th rus t away from  leader
ship positions in the mass move
ment.

But w ith  the developing cap
ita lis t a ttack on labor fresh 
need arises fo r the ir help in the 
unions. They have something- to 
offer in shaping union policy 
low ard  effective action to de
fend the w orkers 011 the job; 
and they can help steer a course 
tow ard independent labor p o lit
ical action to free the unions 
from  the strang ling  po licy of 
support to cap ita lis t politic ians.

Through the Socialist W orkers 
p a rty ’s presidentia l campaign, 
seasoned labor fighters of th is  
k ind  w il l  be reaching out fo r 
contact w ith  young m ilitan ts  in  
the unions. Some w il l  hear the ir 
voices and respond.

.F ra terna lly ,
F a rre ll Dobbs

San Francisco 
Lithographers 
Score Victory

SAN FRANCISCO —The ten- 
week-old s tr ike  of the lithog 
raphers came to an end w ith  the 
s igning of a tw o-year agree
m ent w ith  the employers. The 
new contract provides fo r  a 
fo u r per cent wage increase th is 
year and next, a cost-o f-liv ing  
bonus, and greater protection 
against lay-offs. A  system of 
sharing the w o rk  is now  m an
datory, and the bosses can no 
longer p it  one w o rke r against 
another in  slow seasons.

The un ion ’s trad itiona l ban 
on w o rk ing  w ith  m ate ria l from  
nonunion sources and struck 
w o rk  are w r it te n  in to  the new 
contract. H o w e v e r ,  these 
clauses w il l  rem ain inoperative 
u n til they have been declared 
legal by the courts. Since a 
federal d is tr ic t court has ru led 
th a t such clauses v io la te  the 
K ennedy-Land rum -G riffin  law, 
a long series o f legal appeals 
w i l l  make these paragraphs a 
dead le tte r fo r m onths to come.

The w orkers are concerned 
over the court’s decision and do 
not share th e ir o ffic ia ls ’ op tim 
ism th a t i t  w i l l  soon be over
turned.

They arc disappointed also 
tha t the economic p a c k a g e  
fin a lly  agreed upon was on ly  a 
l it t le  be tter than the one turned 
down fo u r weeks ago. H ow 
ever, union members feel tha t 
w resting even a few  add itiona l 
concessions from  the bosses de
monstrated the pow er and soli
d a rity  o f the union.

I t  also demonstrated to the 
in te rna tiona l officers tha t Local 
No. 17 w ou ld  not accept d ic ta 
tion. A fte r  th e ir hastily  reached 
agreement was rejected by the 
membership, the in te rna tiona l 
officers dem onstra tive ly  stood 
aside (w h ile  continu ing  to give 
financial support to the s trike), 
and perm itted  the local itse lf 
to negotiate the fina l settlement.

The San Francisco lith o g 
raphic w orkers are re tu rn in g  to 
th e ir jobs w ith  the fee ling they 
won a p a rtia l v ic to ry . They are 
determ ined to use the economic 
pow er o f th e ir  union to m a in 
ta in  conditions on the job, and 
to w in  back the job  security 
clauses th a t the governm ent has 
taken away.

Why not pass this copy of the 
M ilitant on to a friend?

B O S T O N
B oston L a b o r  F o rv m , 2 9 5  H u n t in g 

to n  A v c ., R oom  200 .
C H IC A G O  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e r»  P a r ty ,  7 7 7  W .  
A d am s, D E  2 -9 7 3 6 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  106 09  S u

p e r io r  A v e ., Room  301 , S W  1 -1 8 1 8 . 
O pen T h u rs d a y  n ig h ts  8  to  10.

D E T R O IT  
E u g en e V .  Debs H a ll ,  3 73 7  W o o d 

w a rd . T E m p le  1 -6 1 3 5 .
L O S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  and  M o d ern  Book Shop, 
1702 E . 4 th  S t. A N  9 -1 9 5 3  o r  W E  5* 
923 8 .

M IL W A U K E E  
15 0  E a s t Ju n eau  A v e .

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty .  322 H e n 

n ep in  A v e ., 2nd  floo r. O pen  noon to  
6  P .M . d a ily  e xc ep t S u n d aya .

. . . Caravan
(Continued from  Page 1)

w ith  you r help, I ’ l l  go back the 
same w ay.”

Despite the pleas of union o f
ficia ls not to parade or demon
strate, 500 members o f the cara
van marched down the m ain 
street o f the town. They stopped 
in  fro n t o f the on ly  grocery 
store th a t s t i l l  sells W ilson 
products and jeered and hooted 
at the grocer, who had decided 
it  was advisable to close down 
fo r the day.

W ilson &  Co. attem pted to 
set o ff a w itch -h u n t scare by 
going to the governor and F B I 
w ith  the ta le tha t they had in 
fo rm a tion  a p lo t had been o r
ganized by certa in  “ rad ica l ele
ments”  to  b low  up the p lan t 
du ring  the S o lida rity  Caravan.

One W ilson s tr ike r expressed 
the p reva iling  a ttitude  tow ard  
these charges when he said, 
“ The company’s nuts. We in 
tend to w in  th is s trike , and w e’d 
be foo lish to b low  up the p lan t 
and e lim ina te  our jobs.”

The m orale and sp irits  of the 
strikers, a fte r a l m o s t '  fo u r 
months on the p icke t line, are 
am azingly high. O ut o f 1,100 
who w en t ou t on s tr ike  o rig 
ina lly , on ly  e ight have broken 
ranks and gone back in.

A fte r  an a ll-day session w ith  
the courageous W ilson strikers, 
the caravaners ended th e ir de
m onstration w ith  the theme 
song, “ S o lid a rity  Forever.”

Payola Phone?
The New Y ork  Telephone Co. 

now charges un lis ted  subscrib
ers 50 cents a m onth fo r  not 
having th e ir names published in  
the telephone d irectory.

Calendar 
Of Events

NEW  YORK
A  rare opportun ity . SEVEN

T IE T H  B IR T H D A Y  C ELE B R A 
TIO N. R o s e  Karsner and
James P. Cannon. Join the New 
Y o rk  Local o f the Socialist 
W orkers pa rty  in  toasting these 
veteran revo lu tiona ry  socialists 
at a banquet, Saturday, Feb. 27, 
7:30 p.m., 116 U n ive rs ity  Place. 
Adm ission by advance reserva
tion  only. C all A Lgonqu in  
5-7852. C on tribu tion  $3.50 a 
plate.

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r  F o ru m , B o x 3 6 1 ,  

N e w a rk , N . J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M il i ta n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116  U a iv a r -  
s ity  P la c e , A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P .O . B ox 341 , B e rk e le y  1, C a lif .

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il i t a n t  L a b o r  F o ru m  and  S o c ia lis t  

W o rk e r»  P a r ty ,  1303  W .  G ira rd  A v o . 
L e c tu re s  and  d iscussion» e v e ry  S a tu r *  
d a y , 8 P .M ., fo llo w ed  by opea h o u s e  
C a l l  P O  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il i ta n t ,  114 5  P o lk  S t., R m . 4« 

S a t. 11 A .M . to  3  P .M . P h ono  P R  6 -  
7 2 9 6 ;  i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  /
1 41 2— 1 6 th  A v en u e , E A  2 -5 5 5 4 .  U -  

b ra ry , b o o ksto re .
S T . L O U IS  

F o r  in fo rm a tio n  phono M O  4 -7 1 6 4 ,

Our Hygienic A ir Force
By Herman Chauka

“ Join the A ir  Force and collect out-of- 
p r in t instructors ’ manuals.”  Now there ’s a sug
gestion fo r  a snappy new rec ru iting  slogan.

F irs t, there was the “ B ig  B ro the r”  episode 
at Forbes A ir  Base in Kansas where the airm en 
were urged to “ spy on each o ther’s personal 
lives.”  Officers were to wash behind enlisted 
men’s ears and inc iden ta lly  check on w hat they 
were lis ten ing  to. Pub lic  a ttention was focused 
on th is unusual set of instructions, w ith  some 
m urm urings tha t they indicated a fascist-type 
m en ta lity . The instructions were announced 
w ithd raw n .

Then there was the manual fo r A ir  Force 
stewards on how to wash an o fficer’s dog and 
clean his to ile t. A no ther hue and cry  and an
o ther manual became a co llector’s item .

Now we have a th ird  o u t-o f-p rin t A ir  
Force manual. This one is on how to wash an 
enlisted m an’s brains.

I t  was issued as p a rt o f the continu ing  
ba ttle  against those a lien forces tha t w ou ld  
underm ine our democratic freedoms and des
tro y  our love fo r  honesty and fa ir  play. Ob
v ious ly  i t  was intended to meet such below-the- 
be lt elements on th e ir own ground and even 
teach them  a few tricks.

The m anual was designed fo r  a reserve 
non-commissioned officers study course on how 
to cope w ith  “ com m unist espionage”  and “ sub
version.”

I t  in form ed the students o f such facts of 
life  as these:

“ Communists and Communist fe llo w -tra v - 
elers have successfully in filtra te d  our churches.”

“ I t  is w e ll know n tha t even the pastors of 
certain of our churches are card-carry ing Com
m unists.”

I t  also pointed to some of the s illy  foibles 
tha t officers w ould have to knock out of the 
heads o f raw  recruits.

For example, i t  explained, “ A nother foolish 
rem ark often heard is tha t Am ericans have a 
l ig h t  to know  w ha t’s going on.”

However, to bolster officers’ morale in the 
face o f such outrageous notions, the manual 
q u ick ly  assures: “ Most people realize the fo o l
ishness of such a suggestion.”

One reason the manual has caused a 
ra ther large rum pus on Capitol H il l  may be the 
fact tha t i t  ind iscreetly  b lu rted  out w ha t is 
no rm a lly  considered a classified b it  o f in fo rm a 
tion : “ Keep in m ind tha t pub lic  news media 
presents on ly as much in fo rm a tion  as the gov
ernm ent wants i t  to  release.”

The biggest outcry came quite  understand
ably from  the P rotestant N ational Council of 
Churches. I t  seems the m anual advised: “ The 
N ational Council o f Churches of C h ris t in  the 
U.S.A. o ffic ia lly  sponsored the revised stand
ard version of the B ible. O f the 95 persons who 
served on th is project, 30 have been a ffilia ted  
w ith  pro-Com m unist fronts, projects and pub
lica tions.”

The Council sent o ff a b lis te ring  le tte r of 
protest, everyone in W ashington began de
m anding an investigation and the A ir  Force 
p rom p tly  announced the m anual had been 
w ith d ra w n  Feb. 11 —  the day a fte r the Council 
sent the protest.

O P TIM IS T  —  Secretary o f Labo r M itch e ll 
reports th a t a study by his departm ent shows 
th a t by 1970 Am erica ’s production w il l  increase 
by 50%, there w il l  be a h igh leve l o f em ploy
ment, and liv in g  standards w il l  have increased 
by  25%. He said these are not on ly  realistic, bu t 
conservative targets. He d id  add a sm all q u a li
fica tion — the study assumes there w il l  be h igh- 
leve l prosperity, no depression and no war.

» « *

A M B U LA N C E PAYOLA? —  R obert W at
son, a fo rm er deputy sheriff in  the Chicago area, 
was fined $350 Jan. 26 fo r  refusing to  a llow  the 
firs t tw o  ambulances at an accident scene to 
remove three in ju re d  m otorists. He denied re 
ce iv ing money from  the company whose am
bulance f in a lly  a rrived  and hauled o ff the 
v ic tim s.

*  *  *

A  F IS H Y  STORY —  Homeless goldfish w il l
en joy the fu l l  p rotection of the law  under a new
b il l  before the B ritis h  Parliam ent. The b i l l
makes i t  a crim e to abandon pet animals. Under
sharp questioning by C. J. Mapp, a Laborite ,
the Conservatives conceded th a t according to
legal defin ition, any fish is considered to be an
anim al under the b ill.

*  *  •

'CAM P D A V ID  S P I R I T '  FLO UTED  —
Peaceful coexistence doesn’t  come easy. The 
p o in t was illu s tra ted  anew in  Chicago during  
preparations fo r the v is it o f tou ring  Soviet o f
ficials. A n  itin e ra ry  fo r  the v is it, mapped by
the  In s titu te  o f In te rna tiona l Education, w h ich  
is managing the tour, showed a tw o -hour open 
spot. M andel Terman, chairm an o f the Chicago 
Council o f A m erican-Sovie t Friendship, said the 
group w ou ld  go to an ice-cream p lan t du ring  
the  open tim e to sample a special borscht and 
D utch  apple ice-cream dish. The to u r m an
ager replied, “ D efin ite ly , no ice-cream.”  Ice
cream m anufacturer H a rry  Bressler com plained 
th a t he had “ scoured the c ity ”  fo r sm all S ovie t 
flags. He had planned to have tw o Soviet flags, 
tw o  U. S. (lags and a UN flag in each dish o f 
the  apple-borscht concoction. “ A  sort o f co
existence desert,”  he explained.

•  •  •

DEFIES POPE FROM GRAVE — A recent 
English transla tion  o f a scientific w o rk  expound
ing  the thesis that the evo lu tionary  process is 
s ti l l  con tinu ing  in  man has created a s tir  in  the 
Catholic h ierarchy. The w ork , “ Le Phenomene 
H um ain ,”  was w rit te n  by the Rev. P ie rre  T e il
hard de Chardin, a Jesuit priest w ho died five 
years ago. Father T e ilha rd  was a noted geolo
g is t and paleontologist w ho had made s ig n ifi
cant contribu tions to the study o f ex tinc t form s 
o f life . T h ir ty  years before his death, his 
ecclesiatic superiors, d is tu rb e d .b y  the conflic t 
between his scientific theories and t l ie ir  dogma,

Protest French Explosion

forbade h im  to teach and banned pub lica tion  
o f any of his m a jo r works. H is book on the 
evo lu tion o f m an’s m ind was completed in  1938 
and he le ft i t  w ith  friends to be published a fte r 
his death.

*  *  *

CAMPUS B IAS A SSA ILED  —  Editors of 
V ars ity , undergraduate paper at the U n ive rs ity  
of Toronto, have blasted the d iscrim ina to ry  prac
tices and s tup id ly  snobbish a ttitude  o f fra te r
n ities on the campus. The c ritic ism  was sparked 
by the action o f one o f the e ight sororities on 
the campus w h ich  rejected the m em bership ap
p lica tion  o f a Negro co-ed. One o f the paper’s 
editors also h it  at the  school adm in is tra tion  
w h ich  dodged tak ing  any m ean ing fu l action on 
the issue by issuing a ru lin g  fo rm a lly  dissociat
ing fra te rn itie s  from  the un ive rs ity .

•  • •
W A IT IN G  TO CATCH BOMB —  Senator 

Stephen M. Young, the Ohio Democrat who re 
cently made headlines by te llin g  the Am erican 
Legion to m ind its own business, has opened 
an attack on the waste o f taxpayers’ money in 
volved in  the operation o f the C leveland C iv il 
Defense organization. He singled o u t fo r a t
tack the assignment o f a police lieu tenan t and 
five patro lm en to the “ useless CD organization.”  
He said, “ They d raw  fu l l  salaries apparently 
s ittin g  around w a itin g  fo r a nuclear bomb to 
drop.”  Police C h ie f S tory defended the CD 
as usefu l in  he lp ing  to  handle parades and 
“ emergencies.”

» • •
U A W ,  DEM ANDS EQUAL T IM E  W IT H

N A M  — The U nited A u to  W orkers, A FL-C IO , 
made public Feb. 4 tha t i t  was p lacing a demand 
w ith  te levision stations to be g iven “ equal op
p o rtu n ity ”  to present its views on film s p ro 
v ided the stations by the N ational Association
of M anufacturers. The film s offered an edited 
version of the M cC lellan Com m ittee hearings on 
the U A W  and the K oh le r strike . S tation 
W TTG -TV, W ashington, fu rn ished the k in e 
scopes free to 27 stations w ith o u t in fo rm ing  
them  tha t they w ere paid fo r  by the N A M , ac
cording to the U A W  w hich  described the film s
as “ biased and contrived.”

• • •
NOTE TO A M BU LAN CE CHASERS — L i

beria ’s P resident W illia m  V. S. Tubman has 
ordered prosecution and d isbarm ent proceedings 
against lawyers who demand excessive fees 
fro m  clients.

» » •
MODEST ROBES A N D  HOODS PRE

FERRED — Texas authorities have refused a 
state charte r to  the N a tu ra lis t Association, a 
nud ist organization. The secretary o f stale said 
such an organization violated, laws against lew d 
ness, indecent exposure and lik e  practices.

. . . How Wilson Was Licked
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