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SWP Salutes 
Negro Council
Nationwide Body Organized 
To Fight Union Discrimination

By Tom Kerry

M A Y  17 — The Socialist W orkers P a rty  yesterday sent 
greetings to the founding convention of the Negro A m e ri
can Labor Council scheduled to convene in  D e tro it at the 
Statler-H ilto n  Hotel on May 27* 
to 29. The SWP hailed the fo r
m ation of N A LC  as “ a progres
sive advance in the continu ing 
struggle of the Negro people fo r 
complete equa lity  in  a ll phases 
o f Am erican life .”

According to a news release 
issued by N A LC : “ A pprox im ate 
ly  1,500 delegates, from  New 
Y o rk  to Los Angeles and from  
New Orleans to D etro it, are ex 
pected to converge upon the 
w o rld  autom obile center to es
tablish a mass organization of 
Negro trade unionists to gain 
equal righ ts  in  trade unions and 
indus try .”

The o ffic ia l convention call 
p inpoin ts the reasons m o tiva t
ing  the organization of Negro 
trade unionists in a movement 
dedicated to com batting d iscrim 
ina tion  in the labor movement.
The “ issue,”  says the call, “ in  a 
nu tshe ll”  is tha t, “ Negroes are 
disheartened and w eary o f dis
c rim ina tion  and segregation in  
the labor movement.”

In  an ind ic tm en t o f present 
union practices the convention 
call correctly insists tha t the v ic 
tim s of d iscrim ination  m ust take 
the in it ia t iv e  in  stam ping J im  
Crow  out o f the unions when it  
says:

“ We resent J im  Crow locals; 
we deplore the freezeout against 
N egroes,in labor apprenticeship 
and tra in in g  programs; we d is
c la im  the lack of upgrading and 
prom otiona l opportun ities fo r 
Negroes; we repudiate the lock-

out against Negroes by some 
unions; we, above a ll, reject 
‘tokenism ,’ that, th in  veneer of 
acceptance masquerading as 
democracy. Since hundreds of 
thousands of Negroes are the 
v ic tim s of th is hypocrisy we 
ourselves must seek the cure, in 
terms of hundreds of thousands, 
in the dimensions of a mass o r
ganization.”

The idea of the fo rm ation  of 
a council o f Negro trade un ion
ists was firs t projected by 
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car 
Porters president, A . P h ilip  
Randolph, in a speech last Ju ly  
to the 50th anniversary conven
tion  of the N ational Association 
fo r the Advancem ent of Colored 
People. Since then, local units 
o f N A LC  have been set up in 
various cities th roughout the 
country.

One of the knottiest problems 
fo r the convention to tackle w il l  
be tha t of po litica l action. The 
top leaders of the A F L -C IO  are 
com m itted to the support of the 
Democratic P a rty  and th e ir can
didates. The Dem ocratic Party, 
in  the fo rm  of its D ix iecra t w ing, 
is the w orst enemy of the figh t 
fo r  Negro equality.

There is strong pressure from  
the union tops on Negro labor 
leaders not to upset the labor- 
Dem ocratic P a rly  coa lition  ap
plecart. There is equally strong 
pressure from  the ranks to break 
w ith  the unho ly  po litica l a lli-  

(Continued on "Page 4)

W hy Negro Unionists 
Need Own Council

By George Breitman

D E TR O IT  —  The Negro Am erican Labor Council, 
whose found ing  convention w i l l  be held here at the end of 
M ay, is d is liked, openly or uno ffic ia lly , by m any w h ite
un ion  leaders, inc lud ing  l ib -* ----------------- :----------------------------------
erals.

They d is like  i t  basically be
cause they don’t  like  to  see any 
groups organized inside the u n 
ions tha t are no t tig h tly  con
tro lle d  by themselves. O f course 
they can’t say th a t ou t loud. So 
w ha t they com plain about is tha t 
Negro unionists, by organizing 
themselves independently, are 
“'d isun iting  the w orkers along 
race lines”  and are encouraging 
“ separatism”  or “ Negro na tiona l
ism ”  or "J im  Crow  in  reverse,”  
etc. /

This is an old, old story.
E ve ry tim e  N e g r o e s  organize 
th e ir  own forces to fig h t fo r 
th e ir own righ ts, w hether in  the 
struggle against s lavery 100 
years ago (the A bo lition is ts), or 
in  the fig h t against job  d iscrim 
ina tion  and m ilita ry  segregation 
20 years ago (the M arch on 
W ashington M ovem ent), o r in  
the ba ttle  to end J im  C row  prac
tices inside the labor movement 
today (the Negro Am erican 
L a b o r  Council) —  everytim e 
som ething lik e  tha t happens, 
then certain w h ite  people, in 
c lud ing  some who ca ll them 
selves friends o f the Negro peo
ple, begin to w rin g  th e ir hands,

A Holiday Weekend 
At Mt. Spring Camp

M ounta in  Spring Camp w il l  
open its season w ith  a M em 
o ria l Day weekend sponsored 
by the New Y o rk  M ilita n t 
Labor Forum  and the Student 
Com m ittee fo r Dobbs and Weiss. 
Located in  the Poconos foo t
h ills  near Washington, N. J., the 
camp offers scenic tra ils , sw im 
m ing, sports and recreational 
fac ilities .

The M em oria l Day weekend, 
M ay 27-30, w il l  hear an eye
witness account o f the Southern 
student s it- in  m ovem ent by 
J a m e s  Lam brecht, national 
secretary of the Young Socialist 
A lliance , and an address by 
G ladys B arker Grauer, Socialist 
W orkers candidate fo r the U.S. 
Senate in  New Jersey.

Reservations and transporta
tion from  N ew Y o rk  m ay be ob
tained by phoning A L  5-7852.

tu rn  red in  the face and ask in  
m ourn fu l tones:

“ W hy do you w ant to  have 
you r ow n organization? Don’t 
you trus t us w h ite  people who 
are try in g  to help you? Don’t 
you realize th a t we know  the 
best w ay to proceed in  the figh t 
fo r equality? D on’t  you under
stand th a t you r organizing sep
arate ly w ill create suspicion and 
make i t  harder to overcome p re 
judice? Don’t  you see tha t i f  you 
organize in  an a ll-N egro organi
zation th is  w il l  resu lt in  w hites 
organizing a ll-w h ite  organiza
tions?”  A nd  so on.

Douglass' Stand

This is an old story, we say. 
And we th in k  it  may be he lp fu l 
to go back 100 years or more 
and re-read the w ritin g s  on this 
subject by F rederick Douglass, 
who was born a slave and be
came one of the nineteenth cen
tu ry ’s greatest figures in  any 
country of the w orld.

A fte r  escaping from  slavery in 
the South, Douglass jo ined the 
A bo lition is ts . This was a revo lu 
tiona ry  movement, dedicated to 
the im m ediate and to ta l emanci
pation of the slaves, w h ich  d is
tinguished it from  other groups 
advocating “ gradualism ”  and 
colonization.

This is not the place to go 
in to  the h is to ry of the A b o li
tion is t movement. I t  had many 
great m erits, bu t i t  also had 
some s e r i o u s  shortcomings. 
Douglass a fte r a tim e came to 
disagree w ith  some of the p o li
cies and tactics of the Am erican 
A n ti-S lave ry  Society, w h ich  was 
led by W illia m  L loyd  Garrison, 
and there were some sharp d is
putes between them.

One of these disputes centered 
around the place of Negroes in 
side the A b o litio n is t movement 
itse lf. Negroes represented a 
large pa rt o f the movement, bu t 
only a small part of the leader
ship (as in  the labor movement 
today). Douglass was elected to 
the executive comm ittee of the 
New England A n ti-S lave ry  So
ciety, and was encouraged to 
speak and w ork fo r it, bu t when 
he questioned some of its tactics, 

( Continued on Page ) )

ERROLL BANKS, Los A n
geles packinghouse worker, is 
the Socialist Workers parly 
candidate for Congress from 
the 23 district in California. 
On May 17 he declared: "When 
I  see the way those youngsters 
in the South1 are fighting 
armed racists to a standstill, 
it makes me think we ought 
to bring some of them up here 
to replace the spineless lop 
leaders of the labor movement. 
Then maybe we would give 
the anti-labor, anti-Negro Re
publican and Democratic par
ties a real battle instead of the 
cringing support they now gel 
from the union leaders."

Dobbs, Duggan 
Slug It Out on 
Socialist Issue

By Della Rossa

LOS ANG ELES — The te le 
vision audience here had the un 
usual oppo rtun ity  M ay 2 of see
ing  someone capable o f slugging 
i t  out w ith  Tom Duggan, i know n 
th roughout the c ity  as a vicious 
M cC arthy ite . The c o u n t e r 
puncher was F a rre ll Dobbs, So
c ia lis t W orkers candidate fo r  the 
presidency.

Most people find  i t  fru s tra tin g  
to be in te rv iew ed by Duggan, not 
tha t he can’t be answered, bu t 
because he asks a question and 
then in te rrup ts  the answer w ith  
c low n-type remarks.

Dobbs responded to tha t tactic 
at one po in t by te llin g  Duggan, 
“ Don’t  be a prosecuting a tto r
ney!”

On the question o f ge tting  on 
the ba llo t Duggan rem arked tha t 
i t  is easier to  get on in  some 
states than  others.

“ A ll  th ings are re la tive ,”  
Dobbs replied. “ I t ’s easier to 
jum p  60 feet down than 100, bu t 
i t ’s a hard ju m p .”

Duggan asked, “ Since you w il l  
(Continued on Page 4)

“ American People Ashamed of Lies,”  
Say Socialist Presidential Candidates

Why Summit 
Broke Down

By Joseph Hansen

Each side is b lam ing the other 
fo r the crash of the sum m it con
ference May 17. W ashington 
points- an accusing finger at 
Khrushchev and seeks m yste ri
ous reasons in domestic Soviet 
po litics fo r the “ sudden”  sw itch 
at Paris. Moscow, on the other 
hand, ra ils  at Eisenhower and 
his approval of spying by je t 
planes.

As yet, Democrats and Repub
licans are standing on th e ir b i
partisan fore ign po licy; that is, 
not to c ritic ize  each other, no 
m atter w hat the disaster. Nev
ertheless, i t  can be expected 
that sections of the capita lis t 
class, as they begin to grasp the 
new situation, w il l  seek to assess 
responsib ility  fo r w ha t happened 
and th is w il l  be reflected to 
some degree du ring  the election 
campaign.

Of main concern to the 
American people, and to the 
working masses throughout 
the world, is how the struggle 
for peace has been affected by 
the blow up. Here things are 
not as gloomy as they might 
appear. The dispelling of 
illusions serves the cause of 
peace.

W hat happened fundam en
ta lly  was the revelation before 
the whole w orld , in the most 
dram atic way, of the contrad ic
tion between the d rive  o f A m 
erican im peria lism  tow ard W orld 
W ar I I I  and its d ip lom atic  'pos
ture  of pretending to seek peace.

By the very structure of its 
economy, Am erica is driven in 
exorab ly tow ard another con
flic t. Tha t is w hy Congress 
casually continues year a fte r 
year to earm ark $40,000,000,000 
in the annual budget fo r th is 
purpose. T ha t’s w hat the stock
p ile  of nuclear weapons is fo r— 
and the bases ring ing  the Soviet 
bloc.

A nd that is w hy a ll the capi
ta lis t po litic ians and propagand
ists au tom atica lly  defended the 
d ir ty  business of spying, defend
ed its continuation as an offic ia l, 
avowed governm ent policy, and 
also autom atica lly  defended ly 
ing about it. I t ’s a ll p a rt of 
the preparations fo r W orld W ar 
I I I ,  as they see it, so w hy should 
anyone be surprised about i t  or 
object to it? W hy should the 
Enemy, even, object to it? I t ’s 

(Continued on Page 2)

We Don’t  Want Ford Aid 
But We Do Need Yours

By Tom Kerry  
Organizational Secretary, Socialist Workers Party

Less than one m onth remains 
to complete the $16,000 Socialist 
Fund required to ca rry  fo rw ard  
our party  activ ities fo r the next 
period. The sum of $7,131 has 
been contributed to date, leaving 
a balance of $8,869 to be col
lected in the next few  weeks.
I f  we are to reach our goal, our 
friends and supporters w il l  have 
to respond qu ick ly , w ith  con
tr ibu tions  and payments on 
pledges.

We note tha t the Ford M otor 
Company is also engaged in an 
election fund  ra ising campaign.
W ith  sim ulated im p a rtia lity  they 
are appealing to Ford w orkers to 
contribu te  th e ir money to the 
tw o cap ita lis t parties. The Ford 
corporation proceeds on the 
premise tha t they w in  no m atter 
w h ich  of the tw o m a jo r party  
candidates are elected.

The fo llow ing  le tte r was ad
dressed to H enry Ford I I  by 
F rank L o v e ll, SWP M ichigan 
state chairm an and candidate fo r 
the U nited States Senate:

“ The press reports you have 
inv ited  you r employees to con
tr ib u te  financ ia lly  to ‘the party  
of the ir choice’ ' through en
velopes to be deposited in col
lection boxes in  you r plants and 
offices. Specifically, you r em
ployees are inv ited  to make 
checks payable to Democratic or 
Republican state committees.

“ I  can understand you r bias 
in  favo r of the Republican and 
Democratic parties, both of 
w hich are dedicated to the pre
servation o f an exp lo ita tive  eco
nomic system tha t allow s people 
of you r class to amass huge 
wealth ou t o f the labor of the ir 
employees.

“You of course have the right

to favo r the cap ita lis t po litica l 
parties. You also have the righ t 
to exclude from  you r program 
the other po litica l parties on the 
ba llo t in th is  and other states. 
B u t when you help tw o parties 
and exclude the others, you have, 
no r ig h t w hatever to pretend 
you are encouraging you r em
ployees to contribu te  to ‘the 
party  of th e ir choice.’ ”

The SWP, o f course, ne ither 
expects nor wants any help from  
H enry Ford II . O ur appeal is 
to those who seek to end the 
ru le of the robber barons. Send 
your con tribu tion  today: Social
ist Fund, 116 U n ive rs ity  Place, 
New Y o rk  3, N. Y.

(See Scoreboard, Page 2.)

Seoul? No  —  San F ra n c is c o !

When San Francisco youth acted to register their oppo
sition to House Committee witch-hunting, the cops responded 
as they have in every other city where young people have 
opposed injustice. Police used brute force after fire hoses 
failed to break up a group of students at City Hall demanding 
entrance to the inquisitorial hearing.

Sit-In Movement Scores 
Big Victory in Nashville

By Arthur Jordan

The Southern student s it-in  movement entered its 
fou rth  m onth w ith  a v ic to ry  of m a jo r proportions. A  signal 
breakthrough was registered M ay 10 in  N ashville , Tenn., 
when six leading dow ntown de 
partm cn t and chain stores, in
eluding W oo lw orth ’s, Kress’, and 
W algreen’s, opened th e ir lunch 
counters to Negroes bn an unse
gregated basis. There was one 
m ajor hold-out, the W. T. G rant 
Co., whose offic ia ls said tha t Ne
groes w ould  s t i l l  be denied 
lunch-counter service.

Agreem ent w ith  the s ix stores 
fo llow ed a month of negotiation 
backed up by a systematic cam
paign o f sit-ins, mass dem on
strations, and a h igh ly  effective 
boycott. H arrison Salisbury 
pointed out in the A p r il 18 New 
Y o rk  Times: “ The volum e [of 
store sales to Negro customers] 
is enough to make up the d i f 
ference between red in k  and 
black ink  on the ledgers.”

M ilitant Fight

N ashville ’s three-m onth s it-in  
campaign was fough t w ith  a 
high level of m ilitancy  and o r
ganizational efficiency m a in 
tained in  the face of police te r
ror, mass arrests and violence 
which culm inated in the A p r il 
19 dynam iting  o f a Negro lead
e r’s home. The 'in tens ity  o f the 
struggle underscored the p ropor
tions of the v ic to ry .

E igh ty of 400 partic ipants in 
sit-downs Feb. 27 were arrested 
and given ja il  sentences averag
ing 33 days. A  few  weeks la te r 
56 were arrested at a Greyhound 
bus station lunch counter (w hich 
desegregated shortly  a fte rw ard) 
w h ile  seven more were arrested 
at T ra ilw ays bus station. Nash-

New York College Bans 
Speech by Myra Weiss

ENDICOTT, N .Y ., May 16 — 
The president of New Y ork 
state-supported H arpu r College 
here persisted today in defend
ing a ban on a student meeting 
to hear Socialist W orkers party  
candidate fo r Vice-President, 
M yra Tanner Weiss.

In response to student protests 
and statewide press coverage, 
Dr. G len B artle  denied he ban
ned the meeting because the 
SWP was “ subversive.”  He said 
he m erely wanted a “ balanced 
program ”  w ith  “ a ll form s of so
c ia lism ”  presented —  sometime 
“ next year.”

The SWP candidate w ired  
G overnor Rockefeller protesting 
the. ban and demanding to know 
i f  a socialist “ could campaign in 
New Y o rk  state-supported in s ti

tu tions w ith o u t d iscrim ination?”  
She said Dr. B artle  “ refused to 
discuss the m atter w ith  me”  and 
insisted on qu ick action from  
the Governor to “ prevent v io la 
tion of m y righ ts  as candidate.”

Two days ago students who 
had inv ited  Mrs. Weiss to speak 
here received le tte rs from  Dean 
of Students, John P. B e ln iak, 
threatening d isc ip lina ry  action.

“ Mrs. Weiss has been denied 
the priv ilege  o f m aking a speech 
or addressing a group on cam
pus at the present tim e,”  one of 
the le tters said. “ I f  Mrs. Weiss or 
members of her party  engage in 
activ ities  contra ry  to th is  d irec
tive  or create an inc ident w hich 
w ould be contrary to the col
lege’s interests, the host w i l l  be 
held responsible,!”

v ille  c ity  court announced May 
11 tha t the 63 bus station cases 
were being continued to June 18.

Im m ediate resum ption of s it- 
ins a fte r each wave of arrests 
testified to the m ovem ent’s o r
ganization-in-depth. Even more 
dram atic evidence was the 
march in  organized columns on 
C ity  H a ll o f over 3,000 Negroes 
marshaled w ith in  hours a fte r the 
A p r il 19 bombing. A n  equal 
num ber turned out fo r the tr ia ls  
fo llow ing  the Feb. 27 arrests.

In  every action students 
from Nashville's concentra
tion of colleges played the 
decisive role. A fter attending 
a student executive committee 
meeting W illiam  V. Shannon 
wrote in the March 30 New  
York Post: "Since the stu
dents provide most of the 
manpower for the sit-ins, they 
make the basic decisions on 
strategy by majority vote."

The N ashville  students pressed 
on to v ic to ry  a fte r fla tly  re 
jecting  a “ compromise”  n ine ty- 
day “ test”  period in  w h ich  one 
end of each contested lunch 
counter w ould be opened to Ne
groes (and w hites who chose to 
s it there) w h ile  the other end 
remained segregated. A fte r re 
fusing th is revised ed ition of 
J im  Crow the whole Negro com
m un ity  jo ined in  a boycott of 
the dow ntown stores. The ir 
owners resumed negotiations un
der pressure w hich was sus
tained up to the fina l agree
ment.

First Big Breakthrough

Sit-downers at N ashville  lunch 
counters have wrested the firs t 
group surrender to in tegration 
by the leading chain stores of a 
m ajor Southern c ity . E a rlie r 
v ictories had been counted by 
ones and twos, typ ica lly  in  the 
local stores of border state cities. 
In March a group cap itu lation 
by the dow ntown merchants of 
San Anton io , Texas, registered 
an im portan t success. B u t the 
significance of the N ashville  
breakthrough was emphasized 
by the fact tha t the border of 
the deepest South was less than 
a hundred miles away.

N ashville  s til l faced the task 
of breaking down much rem ain
ing segregation, w ith  the lunch 
counter at W. T. G rant Co. firs t 
on the agenda. One spokesman 
fo r the Negro com m unity  said: 
“ We th in k  it  m igh t be done w ith  
more dispatch ju s t the w ay we. 
are proceeding.”

Call for Return of Troops,
End to Nuclear War Drive

“ The Am erican people stand in  shame and embarrass
ment before the en tire  w o rld  fo r w ha t th e ir  governm ent 
has done,”  F a rre ll Dobbs and M yra  Tanner Weiss, Socialist

♦W orkers candidates fo r p resi
dent and vice-president, de
clared May 18 in a jo in t state
ment on the b low  up of the sum
m it conference.

“ The highest governm ent o f
ficials have been ly in g  and 
squ irm ing like  m iserable thieves 
incapable o f te lling  the tru th ,”  
they continued.

“ The governm ent firs t said 
that an innocent weather plane 
had accidenta lly strayed across 
the Soviet fro n tie r and had prob
ably been shot down by the Rus
sians in  a ruthless provocation.

“ This was a lie. The plane 
was de libera te ly  ordered to 
cross the Soviet Union on a spy
ing mission and the p ilo t was 
under orders to com m it suicide 
like  a Japanese Kam ikaze p ilo t 
i f  he was caught.

"When the lie was exposed 
in front of all the people on 
this globe, the government 
then sought to justify the foul 
business of spying and suicide 
jet-plane missions. A ll the 
Republicans excused it. A ll 
the Democrats excused it. 

“ Then they lied  once again. 
They said i t  was an Am erican 
r ig h t to send spy planes any tim e  
over the Soviet Union. They ad
m itted  they have been sending 
spy planes fo r years. They said 
they intended to keep sending 
spy planes.

“ Even th is  turned out to be 
a lie . When Eisenhower got to 
Paris, he said no more such m is
sions w ou ld  be authorized.

“ Who can believe him?
“ The fact now evident fo r  a ll 

to  see is that the Am erican gov
ernm ent, under the Republicans 
and Democrats, is the most im 
m oral governm ent in  the w orld . 
I t  fo llow s the technique of the 
B ig  L ie  practiced by H it le r .”  

The tw o  socialist candidates 
a ffirm ed th e ir own fa ith  in  the 
Am erican people. “ The great 
m a jo rity  are concerned about 
w orld  pub lic  opinion. We w an t 
an honest Am erica. We w an t a 
decent Am erica. We w a n t  an 
Am erica tha t need not feel 
ashamed to stand up and face 
the m oral judgm ent o f the rest 
o f h um an ity .

“ To get that, w e’ve got to  
th row  out the Republicans and 
Democrats, the tw o parties of 
the B ig  Lie. We’ve got to  p u t 
in  a socialist governm ent.”

Students Battle 
To End House 
Witch Hunting

By Ernest Harris

SAN FRANCISCO, M ay 15 — 
The House U n-Am erican A c tiv 
ities Com m ittee le ft tow n yes
terday w ith  the cry o f 5,000 
demonstrators —  “ Abolish the 
C om m ittee !”  —  ring ing  in its 
ears. Students, teachers s and 
unionists jo ined in  the dram atic 
three-day action w h ich  was c l i
maxed by a fierce police attack 
on F riday.

The demonstration was organ
ized and carried through by s tu 
dents, w ith  a jo in t com m ittee 
from  Bay A rea un iversities and 
colleges mapping the action tw o 
weeks in advance. I t  was the 
biggest student movem ent on a 
social issue here since the 1930’s. 
More than tw o -th irds  of the 
pickets appeared to be under 25.

Civil Rights for A ll

Thursday m orn ing ’s demon
stra tion opened w ith  a ra lly  of 
1,500 at U nion Square where 
student leaders and o ther speak
ers denounced the w itch -h u n t 
hearings and spoke up fo r  c iv il 
righ ts fo r everyone —  inc lud ing  
socialists and communists. The 
students then marched to  C ity  
H a ll where the hearing was and 
formed a mass p icke t line.

Many of the students were 
geared fo r the dem onstration a f
te r pa rtic ipa tion  in  p icke t lines 
at W oolw orth  and Kress stores 
in protest against racism and 
some had been part of the a ll- 
n igh t v ig il a t San Quentin when 
C aryl Chessman was executed.

One student told me, " I fell 
so angry and frustrated about 
the Chessman case I decided 
to come down here." A  girl, 
19, said: " I used to be a roller- 
derby fan —  but now I'm  a 
demonstrator." "A  demonstra
tor— Against what?" "Against 
anything that's wrong —  like 
legal murder and this commit
tee."

Students who wanted to ob
serve the hearings discovered 
tha t the Com m ittee had devised a 
pass system to l im it  hostile spec
tators. On Thursday afternoon, 
some of those who had been 
w a iting  to be adm itted began 
chanting, “ We w an t in. Open the 
doors.”  Sympathizers i n s i d e  
echoed w ith , “ L e t them  in !”  
Seven were sum m arily  ejected 
from  the chamber. One was 
A rch ie  B row n, a subpoenaed 
witness.

The clam or was so great tha t 
S heriff C arberry prom ised tha t 
on F riday  students w ou ld  be ad
m itted  on a first-come, firs t- 
served basis and loudspeakers 
w ould  be set up fo r those who 
could not be accommodated. B u t 
on F riday on ly ten students were 
adm itted.

"Abolish the Committee"

L isten ing  over the loudspeak
er to a parade of hostile w itness
es courageously defy the com
m ittee ’s M cC arthy ite  brow beat
ing, resentment o f the stu 
dents grew’. Two hundred lined 
up in  fro n t of the com m ittee 

(Continued on Page 4)

Immediate Steps

As im m ediate steps in th a t d i
rection, the tw o candidates ca ll
ed fo r the w ith d ra w a l o f A m er
ican troops from  abroad. “ L e t!s 
b ring  the troops back home. 
L e t’s dism antle the missile bases. 
L e t’s stop the nuclear testing. 

(Continued on Page 4)

How Would You 
Answer This?

The Cleveland P la in  Dealer 
opened a pub lic  discussion M ay 
17 on W ashington’s handling of 
the spy-plane inc ident in  i t ’s 
W oman’s Departm ent, “ M a tte r 
of O pin ion.”

The paper asks: “ H ow do you 
parents exp la in  the coun try ’s 
action in the lig h t of teaching 
your own ch ildren never to te ll 
a lie? . . . W hat do you parents 
te ll you r ch ild ren  so as no t to 
destroy a ch ild ’s m oral standards 
and not d is illus ion  his fa ith  in  
his country . . .?”

Indonesia Joins Cuba 
In Scoring U.S. Attacks

H A V A N A , M ay 13 —  Indo
nesia and Cuba today condemn
ed economic aggression from  the 
U nited States against Cuba and 
the aerial attacks on Cuban te r
r ito ry  by planes coming from  
U.S. te rr ito ry . In  a jo in t com
m unique issued th is  afternoon 
here, both nations declared that 
such actions by the U.S. “ cause 
loss of hum an life  and m ateria l 
damages.”

The communique is signed by 
President Sukarno, of Indonesia, 
and P rim e M in is te r F ide l Castro 
of Cuba. I t  scores “ the unm erci
fu l po licy ”  o f racia l d iscrim ina
tion fo llow ed by the governm ent 
of South A frica  and advocates 
“ complete abo lition ”  of co lon ia l
ism in a ll its manifestations.

The document points ou t th a t 
“ Cuba and Indonesia g ran t fu l l  
support to the peoples tha t, in  
'.he use o f th e ir inalienable 
rights, try  to emancipate them 
selves from  im pe ria lis t oppres
sion.”

In  open reference to the prac
tice o f racial d iscrim ina tion  in  
the Union of South A frica , Cuba 
and Indonesia demand the im 
mediate abo lition  of such m eth
ods “ w h ich  have caused un to ld  
v ic tim s among the native popu
la tion .”

F in a lly , Indonesia expresses 
in th is jo in t declaration its sup
port and partic ipa tion  in  the 
conference o f unde r-indus tria l
ized nations to be he ld  , in  th is  
c ity  la te r th is  year.
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.The Truth About Cuba.

W hy the U.S. 
Sent Troops In

——■ i By Joseph Hansen

Third in a series of articles

President M cK in le y  sent Am erican troops to  in tervene 
in  the c iv il w a r in  Cuba in 1898 ostensibly to aid the inde
pendence movement. H is real reason was to make Cuba 
safe fo r Am erican investments. That was w h y  the troops 
were kept there fo r fou r years. B y the tim e  they were ready 
to leave, Cuba was safe fo r  the A lm ig h ty  D ollar.

By 1959 p riva te  Am erican cap ita l investm ents were 
lis ted at around $850,000,000. This does not sound like  ve ry  
much compared, say, to the some $2,000,000,000 w h ich  the 
Pentagon and State D epartm ent are reputed to take out of 
the pub lic  t i l l  each year fo r  no th ing  bu t w o rld -w ide  spying. 
B u t A m erica ’s financia l sharks are noted fo r th e ir  excep
tio n a lly  strong parenta l instincts. They suffer agonies i f  the 
smallest investm ent is endangered; they w i l l  fig h t fe roc i
ously to protect i t  from  harm ; and they are fabled fo r th e ir  
solic itude in  p rov id ing  i t  w ith  hum an flesh, bones and 
nerves so tha t i t  w i l l  prosper and grow.

Thus a h a lf cen tu ry  a fte r the A m erican troops Were 
w ith d ra w n , at least 40% of the sugar production  in  Cuba 
was held by U.S. corporations. A bou t 90% of the is land ’s 
m ine ra l w ea lth  was in  the hands of Am ericans and 80% of 
pub lic  u tilitie s . Cuba’s o il resources were com plete ly owned 
by  Am erican and B r it is h  corporations. The biggest ca ttle  
ranches were likew ise lis ted in  the investm ent portfo lios 
o f Am erican coupon clippers.

H ow  much w ea lth  was funneled from  Cuba in to  A m e ri
can bank accounts since Cuba fe ll in to  W a ll S treet’s o rb it 
is  not known. A t present the Cuban governm ent has been 
opening the books o f the b ig corporations to t r y  to get an 
idea. W hen the facts are made pub lic , they should make 
in te resting  reading.

Even worse than the exhausting d ra in  of p rofits w rung  
from  the to il of the Cuban w orkers and campesinos, were 
the pernicious effects on the s truc tu re  of the economy. Cuba 
became a one-crop country.

This does not mean much to A m erican w orkers when 
they firs t hear about it.  “ So w hat?”  they ask.

World’s Sugar Bowl
I f  we had a w orld -w ide , in tegrated economy ru n  ac

cording to scientific plan, a sm all country  w ou ld  ve ry  lik e ly  
find  i t  advantageous to concentrate on w ha t its  resources, 
c lim ate and sk ills  best enable i t  to produce. B o liv ia ’s tin , 
Venezuela’s o il and Cuba’s sugar m igh t then be regarded 
as the most im portan t contribu tions to the satisfaction of 
h u m a n ity ’s m ate ria l needs tha t could be produced in  these 
countries fo r some tim e  to come. U nder capita lism , how 
ever, a one-crop economy compounds and intensifies the 
o rd ina ry  evils of th is  antiquated w ay of producing our 
basic necessities. The life  of an entire  nation becomes s u b 
ject, sometimes to a disastrous degree, to the vagaries of 
the m arke t and to the w h im  and calculations of a hand fu l 
of ruthless, pro fit-m inded monopolists.

In  Cuba, sugar custom arily  accounted fo r tw o -th irds  
of the nationa l income and 80% of exports. P roperty  ho ld
ings became so concentrated tha t u n t il the agrarian re fo rm  
of a year ago, 75% of a ll the cu ltiva ted  land was held by 
some 8% of the coun try ’s p roperty  owners. A bou t 700,000 
peasants held no land at all.

Not Sweet for Workers
Taber summarizes figures ind ica ting  the s itua tion  fac

ing  the w o rk ing  class as fo llows:

“ O f the to ta l Cuban labor force of 2,204,000, some 361,000 
persons were w h o lly  unemployed th roughout 1957; 150,000 
were employed on ly  pa rt o f the tim e; 154,000 were engaged 
in  unrem unerated labor — e.g., as domestic servants, w o rk in g  
fo r  th e ir  meals and lodgings. O f 1,539,000 Cubans g a in fu lly  
employed, 954,000 earned less than $75 a m onth in  a nation 
where the peso was on a par w ith  the do lla r and had even 
less purchasing power in  Havana than in  New Y o rk .”

These are graphic figures; bu t they fa i l to  indicate the 
p lig h t of the 500,000 sugar w orkers in  Cuba’s m ain industry . 
Em ploym ent fo r them existed each year on ly  du ring  the 
fo u r m onths of the harvest. The o ther e ight m onths were 
know n as the “ dead tim e .”

For an Am erican w orke r to grasp the meaning of that, 
he w ou ld  have to reca ll in  a ll its  vividness the great depres
sion of the th irtie s . Tha t was a “ dead tim e ”  in  the richest 
coun try  in  the w orld , w hen i t  seemed hopeless to find  w o rk  
and m illio n s  found themselves reduced to beggary. ^

In  poverty-s tricken  Cuba, e ight m onths out of each 
year counted as a m a jo r depression fo r the b u lk  of the 
w o rk in g  people. The m isery, su ffering and hopelessness 
they experienced make fo r bleak reading. I t  is m ust read
ing, however, i f  you w an t to understand the reasons fo r 
the  sens itiv ity  of the Cubans to w hat happens in  W ashing
ton and the counting houses of M anhattan.

The Cuban Way of Life
They ate malanga, w h ich  is something lik e  a s tra igh t 

potato diet. Sugar cane was a second staple. Thus they 
grew  up stunted and subject to v ita m in  deficiency diseases.

They lived  in  huts called bohios. No floor, ju s t the bare 
earth. A  roof made o f tha tch from  the roya l palm , much 
appreciated by a ll k inds of insects.

T h e ir clothes, m ore often than not, were patched rags.
They w en t barefoot a lthough th is  is hazardous in  

trop ica l countries.
They w ent w ith o u t denta l care, losing th e ir  teeth when 

they were s t i l l  young. A nd  they w ent w ith o u t m edical care.
As fo r education, some 2,000,000 Cubans could ne ither 

read nor w rite .
Tens of thousands o f fe r t ile  acres, g row ing  to weeds, 

were availab le  fo r cu ltiva tion , b u t feudal-m inded landlords 
barred this. Cuba’s long-suffering v ic tim s  o f chronic hun
ger, m a ln u tr it io n  and abysmal poverty  had to  avoid tres
passing on land th a t re a lly  belonged to the people as a 
whole. To heighten th e ir  bitterness, W a ll S treet’s propa
gandists made sure tha t they heard a ll about the “ free 
w o r ld ”  and its  wonders, p a rticu la r ly  the prosperous 
“ A m erican W ay o f L ife .”

The A m erican propagandists need not have rubbed it  
in . The Cuban masses were w e ll prepared to desire a change 
in  th e ir  w ay of life .

The U.S. in the Korean Civil W ar
By A rt Preis 

(Third of a series.)
There is now a considerable 

body of factual in fo rm a tion ,from  
pro -im peria lis t sources and eye
witness contem porary accounts, 
to prove tha t the N orth  Koreans 
were actua lly  “ on th e ir ow n” 
and tha t the struggle waged in 
Korea du ring  1950-1953, was as 
pure an example o f an in te rna l 
c iv il w ar as we are apt to  find. 
There wasn’t even a d iffe ring  ac
cent to  d istinguish between con
tending Koreans, as there had 
been in  the case of Northerners 
and Southerners in  the Am erican 
C iv il War.

For instance, a New Y ork  
D a ily  News correspondent, w r it 
ing  on October 18, 1950, from  the 
captured N orth  Korean capital 
Pyongyang, reported tha t the 
Am erican troops no longer found 
i t  d iff ic u lt to d istinguish between 
“ enemies”  and “ friends”  among 
the Koreans. The dispatch 
quoted a U.S. lieu tenant: “ There 
is no difference between N orth  
and South Korea except tha t up 
here we know  th a t a ll the peo
ple are N orth  Koreans. We don’t 
have to w o rry  about te llin g  the 
difference. A ll  c iv ilians are 
enemies, too.”

A n  Associated Press dispatch 
from  W ashington on J u ly  4, 
1950, complained: “ Am ei'ican
soldiers in  Korea are ba ttlin g  a 
''strange enemy whose id e n tity  is 
uncertain, whose commanders 
are nameless, who figh t m urde r
ously. The N orthe rn  enemy 
looks exactly  like  the Southern 
fr iend  . . . There is no difference 
in  appearance, in  language or in  
personal custom between South 
and N orth  Koreans.”

We gather fro m  the Korean 
dispatches o f the period th a t the 
“ enemy”  was everywhere — in  
the fro n t and in  the rear, in  
peasant dress, in  w o rkm an ’s 
clothes, in  student garb. He was 
the engineer who drove the U.S. 
supply tra in  to the w rong desti
nation. He was the old man who 
gave w rong road directions to 
U.S. troops. He was the sniper 
who fired  on a G I tru ck  fo r ty  
m iles from  where the  “ fro n t”  
was supposed to be. In  short, 
th is enemy was almost the w hole 
Korean people, figh ting  fe roc i
ously and w ith  every means at 
th e ir command against a fore ign 
invader. That is w hy th is  enemy 
was “ s t r a n g e , ”  “ uncerta in,”  
“ nameless.”  The masses have no 
name —  and on ly  one face.

"Don't Know Enemy"

In  a fro n t- lin e  dispatch to the 
Ju ly  18, 1950, New Y o rk  Times, 
W a lte r S u llivan  to ld  o f the A m 
erican G I’s fears in  South Korea: 
“ The solders said they fe lt  the 
entire  countryside was e i t h e r  
passive or active ly  hostile. ‘We 
don’t  even know  w ho the enemy 
is,’ one sold ier said.”  On Ju ly  
25, the same correspondent, com
m enting on the extensive guer
r i l la  w arfa re  in  the U.S. rear, 
correctly  observed: “ I t  is a gen
e ra lly  accepted p rinc ip le  tha t 
gu e rr illa  w arfa re  cannot endure 
i f  the low er levels o f the popu
lace support the governm ent in  
pow er.”

Of course, the "lower levels 
of the populace" did not sup
port the government in power. 
In  fact, that is what the fight
ing was all about. The "lower 
levels" were waging civil war 
against the "upper levels." 
Who fired the first shot in 
Korea? No one knows—least 
of all the Western imperialists 
who played on every key the 
theme of "unprovoked" and 

"wanton" aggression by the 
North Koreans precisely on 
June 25, 1950. Actually, the 
first shot had been fired years' 
before in a continuing civil 
war between poor and rich in 
Korea.

“ We are not on ly figh ting  the 
Chinese and N orth  Koreans, bu t 
also the  South Koreans. You 
can see by th e ir faces th a t they 
don’t  w an t us here,”  a M issouri 
boy w ro te  Senator Kem  (Con
gressional Record, M arch 1, 1951, 
page 1766).

A no the r typ ica l le tte r from  a 
soldier in  Korea said: i “ M yself 
and a few  thousand other G I’s 
w ould  lik e  to know  the answer

H o w  U.S. “ L ib e ra te d ”  K o re a

Typical example of application of Truman-Eisenhower policy of "liberation" in  Korea 
during the "police action" of 1950-53. Dense smoke swirls about a burning Korean peasant 
hut as a U.S. soldier covers doorway with ready gun. This was in South Korea, behind U.S. 
lines. M ilitary  authorities ordered the burning of thousands of similar dwellings because they 
might serve as "cover for guerillas." Last month South Korean working and student masses 
overthrew U.S.-backed dictator Rhee and are now continuing to fight for social and political 
demands.

to several questions. The b ig 
gest question at the m om ent is, 
ju s t w hy  are we over here? . . . 
The Korean people ce rta in ly  
aren’t  glad to have us. I ’ve seen 
th a t w ith  m y ow n eyes.”  (Quoted 
by Rep. John B. Bennett, o f 
M ichigan. Congressional Record, 
March 13, 1951, page 1951).

There had been repeated bu t 
obscure references about c iv il 
w a r in  Korea p rio r to  June 25, 
1950. “ Korea is to rn  by large- 
scale w arfare between the Rus
sian-sponsored N orth  Korean 
Republic and the U.S.-backed 
South Korean R epublic,”  re 
ported the U.S. News and W orld  
Report, J u ly  8, 1949, a year be
fore U.S. in te rvention .

Robert Payne, a B ritish  author 
long resident in  China before the 
revo lu tion  and a b itte r  foe of 
the N orth  Korean and new  China 
regimes, described in  consider
able deta il the c iv il w a r in  Korea 
p rio r to  1950 in  his book, “ Red 
Storm  Over Asia,”  published in  
1950. He conceded tha t the 
N orth  Korean governm ent had 
d iv ided the land among the poor 
peasants, set indus try  “ on its 
feet,”  granted equa lity  to w om 
en, established a free school sys
tem, cancelled the debts o f the 
poor, etc.

Hated Rhee Regime

The Rhee regime, on the other 
hand, was “ dom inated by land 
lords”  and was hated by the ma
jo r ity  o f Koreans. Payne quotes 
a lit t le -k n o w n  U n ited  Nations 
report w h ich  to ld  o f 18,000 peo
ple being k ille d  in  “ border fig h t
ing ”  and “ g u e rr illa  w arfa re ”  in  
the tw o years before the ou t
break o f fu ll-sca le  fighting.

Even m ore revealing and au
th o rita tive  in fo rm ation  about the 
c iv il w a r in  Korea was given by 
Col. A . W ig fa ll Green, in  his 
book, “ The Epic of Korea,”  pub
lished by the P ub lic  A ffa irs  
Press, Washington, D.C., in  1950. 
Col. Green had been Judge A d 
vocate and President o f the 
Board of Review fo r the T ria l of 
Koreans in  the  Am erican M i l i 
ta ry  Governm ent in  Korea. A t 
the tim e  o f the pub lica tion  o f his 
book he was on the fa cu lty  o f the 
Command and General S ta ff C ol
lege, F o rt Leavenworth. He to ld  
in  some deta il o f the te rrib le  
conditions o f the people in  
South Korea and the fiendish 
trea tm ent they received at the 
hands o f the courts and police.

Green in  his book (pp. 125 and 
126) gives the precise estimate 
o f the UN Commission in  Korea 
of the casualties in  the c iv il  w ar 
du ring  1949. N o rth  Korean

Socialist Fund Scoreboard
City Quota Paid Percent

Connecticut $ 100 $ 94 94
D e tro it 625 509 82
St. Louis 80 55 69
N ew ark 265 162 61
N ew Y ork 4,300 2,612 61
A lle n to w n 110 50 45
Boston 350 145 41
Chicago 800 325 41
Cleveland 650 266 41
Denver 60 24 40
Philadelph ia 400 156 39
Los Angeles 4,500 1,722 38
Bay Area 925 325 35
San Diego 245 68 28
M ilw aukee 300 78 26
Seattle 500 125 25
T w in  C ities 1,700 385 23
P ittsbu rgh 10 0 0
General 80 30 38

Tota l th rough 
M ay 17 $16,000 $7,131 45

losses were 19,006 k ille d ; 3,281 
wounded; 7,140 captured; and 
2.144 surrendered. South Korean 
forces, however, lost on ly  1,247 
k ille d  and 2,300 wounded. These 
figures establish the re la tive  ag
gressiveness o f each side in  the 
c iv il w a r p rio r to  1950.

Col. Green also described the 
repeated threats and boasts by 
the South Korean leaders tha t 
th e ir arm y, tra ined and equipped 
by the U nited States, could and 
w ou ld  conquer N orth  Korea. On 
February 20, 1949, the UN Com
mission requested Rhee to e x 
p la in  his statement th a t his 
forces “ could ^defeat the N orth  
w ith in  tw o  w:eek^ i f  the Soviet 
U nion did not in tervene.”

In  a U nited Press in te rv iew  on 
October 7, 1949, Rhee had brag
ged: “ I  am sure tha t we could 
take Pyongyang, the N orthern  
capital, in  three days. A nd  an 
a ll-K orean border w ith  M an
churia  w ou ld  be easier to de
fend than the 38th para lle l.”  On 
November 1, 1949. Rhee’s De
fense M in is te r Shin Sung Mo 
to ld  a press conference: “ I f  we

had our w ay we w ould, I'm  sure, 
have started up already . . . We 
arc strong enough to march up 
and take Pyongyang w ith in  a 
few  days.”

Rhee h im se lf was quoted in  
the M arch 2, 1950, N ew  Y ork  
Times as saying th a t despite ad
vice by “ friends from  across the 
sea”  not to  attack the “ fore ign 
puppets”  in  N o rth  Korea, “ we 
shall respond”  to the “ cries o f 
our brothers in  distress”  in  the 
N orth.

That same month Rhee im 
prisoned without tria l 13 mem
bers of the National Assembly 
of South Korea who protested 
against his open threats to in 
vade North Korea. According 
to a UN Commission report, 
three North Korean envoys 
who entered South Korea on 
June 10, 1950, to discuss pro
posals for unification of Korea, 
were seized, arrested and 
never seen again.
Space perm its on ly  the brie fest 

trea tm ent o f the mass o f e v i
dence po in ting  to the d is tinc t 
possib ility , and even p robab ility ,

tha t Rhee de libera te ly  provoked 
the fu ll-sca le  w ar. “ The H idden 
H is to ry  o f the Korean W ar,”  an 
outspoken book by the em inent 
libe ra l jo u rn a lis t I. F. Stone, 
published in  1952, gives a fas
cina ting  and ca re fu lly  docum ent
ed account o f the in trigues and 
maneuvers both by the Rhee 
governm ent and U.S. officia ls 
tha t preceded the Korean War.

The Chinese Defense

The charge o f “ unprovoked 
aggression”  leveled against the 
Chinese, who entered the w a r on 
November 26, 1950, is a lie  on 
the face o f it. Using overw he lm 
ing a ir and armored power, the 
forces led by Gen. M acA rthu r 
had captured Pyongyang on 
October 20, 1950. They drove 
north  to reach the Y a lu  R iver, 
M anchurian border o f China, on 
Novem ber 20. A  pow erfu l U.S. 
arm y, inc lud ing  20,000 members 
o f the e lite  M arine Corps, stood 
poised on the Chinese border 
and threatened the key power 
stations p rov id ing  e lec tric ity  to 
the m ain indus tria l com plex of 
China.

This Am erican force and its 
South Korean helpers had ju s t 
burned and ravished most of 
N o rth  and South Korea, s laught
ering m illio n s  o f the c iv ilian  
populace. Gen. M a cA rth u r who 
led th is force, had been one of 
the most vocal proponents o f the 
seizure of Formosa and w a r 
against China. -v

On August 25, 1950, in  a speech 
at a Boston N avy Y ard celebra
tion , Secretary o f the N avy 
Francis P. M atthew s had enun
ciated th is po licy o f “ preventive  
w arfa re .”  He had brushed aside 
the hum bug about “ aggression” 
and “ non-aggression”  and had 
urged th a t U.S. m ilita ry  m igh t 
“ compel cooperation”  fo r  w ha t 
he called “ peace.”  For such 
“ peace,”  said M a tthew s,, “ we 
should be w illin g  and declare our 
in tention, to  pay any price, even 
the price o f in s titu tin g  a w a r.”

To show he was engaged in  no 
loose rhetoric, T rum an ’s N avy 
Secretary added th a t the U.S. 
must adopt the role of “ aggressor 
fo r peace.”  This, he conceded, 
w ould “ cast us in  a character 
new to a democracy — an in it ia -  
tion of a w a r o f aggression.”  Since 
Trum an had claim ed tha t N orth  
Korea had com m itted an “ un 
provoked aggression,”  the em
barrassed State D epartm ent de
clared M atthew s’ “ views do not 
represent U n ited  States po licy.”

B u t r ig h t a fte r M atthew s’ 
speech, Gen. M acA rthu r, who 
was commander o f a ll U.S. and 
U N  forces in  Korea, had called 
fo r  “ aggressive exp lo ita tion ”  o f 
Formosa, tra d it io n a lly  r e c o g 
nized as part o f China, as a per-

Why Summit Broke Down
(Continued from  Page 1) 

the norm al Am erican W ay of 
L ife , a in ’t  it?

V ir tu a lly  a ll the critic ism s 
have been directed at getting 
caught red-handed in the d ir ty  
business, at fa ilin g  to accept 
K hrushchev’s p ro ffe r o f 'le tting  
E isenhow er,deny tha t he knew 
about i t  or gave perm ission fo r 
it, and at fo rc ing  Khrushchev to 
make a dem onstration a t the 
sum m it o f his capacity to  uphold 
the sovereignty o f the Soviet 
Union.

As W alte r L ippm ann acutely 
observes fro m  the cap ita lis t 
po in t of v iew , in  his M ay 17 
column, i t  was a “ fa ta l m istake” 
to make i t  “ impossible fo r M r. 
Khrushchev to bypass the a ffa ir”  
of the spy plane. “ Had he done 
that, he w ould  have been in  a 
position of acknow ledging to 
the w orld , to the Soviet people, 
to his critics w ith in  the Soviet 
Union, and to his Com m unist 
allies, th a t he had surrendered 
to the U n ited  States the r ig h t to 
v io la te  Soviet te rr ito ry . No 
statesman can live  in  any coun
tr y  a fte r m aking such an ad
mission.”

The outstanding fact, how
ever, is not the "bungling" of 
the Eisenhower administration, 
but that everyone in Wash
ington. including all the Dem
ocrats as well as Republicans, 
put pursuit of their basic war 
policy above the passing dip
lomatic need. That's what 
partisans of, peace should ob
serve and observe well.
B ut there is also a lesson to be 

draw n about Khrushchev’s fo r 
eign policy. The basic contrad ic
tion  in  th is case is between the 
planned economy, w h ich  in h e r
en tly  requires a w o rld  o f peace 
to develop its fu l l  po tentia lities, 
and a fore ign po licy ca lling fo r 
“ peaceful coexistence.”

The smash up of the Paris 
sum m it conference should prove 
to the most w il l fu l ly  b lind , one 
m ust hope, how  unrea lis tic  is a 
po licy resting on the assumption 
tha t “ peaceful coexistence”  be
tween capita lism  and planned 
economic structures can actua lly 
be won.

The People’s Republic of 
China has called a ttention to th is 
fact repeatedly, c itin g  some of 
Len in ’s sharp words on the 
question. The Chinese leaders 
have warned over and over 
about the danger o f p u tt in g  the 
s lightest tru s t or confidence in

the im peria lis t powers, above a ll 
the U nited States. T h e ir w a rn 
ings proved accurate.

Am erican radicals who ra ther 
u n th in k in g ly  fo llow ed K hrush 
chev in  his campaigning, m igh t 
w e ll consider congratu la ting the 
Chinese leaders on th is  po in t i f  
they th in k  i t  too much to adm it 
the correctness of the T ro tsky 
ists, who have long called fo r  a 
more practica l approach to the 
struggle fo r peace.

Khrushchev fo llow ed the i l 
lusory po licy o f “ peaceful coex
istence”  to the last possible 
moment. Even a fte r the famous 
U-2 spy plane had been shot 
down some 1,200 miles inside the 
Soviet Union, Khrushchev s til l 
pretended th a t such an act of 
m ilita ry  aggression m igh t not be 
o ffic ia l W ashington policy. He 
opened the door fo r E isenhower 
to make a graceful d ip lom atic  
d iscla im er th a t he knew  any
th ing  about it.

E isenhower looked up from  
his go lf club long enough to say, 
“ Nuts.”  That slammed the door 
on K hrushchev’s po licy  of 
“ peaceful coexistence.”  The So
v ie t p rem ie r was lucky  no t to 
lose his fingers.

I f  Washington is faced w ith  an 
acute po licy  question, Moscow is 
up against a s t i l l  more crucial 
one.

As a m a tte r of course, the So
v ie t leaders can be expected to 
demand o f such cap ita lis t satel
lite  countries as N orw ay, Pakis
tan, and T u rkey  tha t they exer
cise th e ir na tiona l sovereignty 
and close th e ir  te r r ito ry  to U.S. 
m ilita ry  operations against the 
Soviet Union. They w il l  most 
lik e ly  also seek to regularize 
the anomalous s itua tion  o f B e r
lin .

B u t above these tactica l steps 
looms the greater issue o f w hat 
fore ign po licy to fo llo w  in de
fense of the Soviet U nion and 
its allies.

In  the past year and a ha lf, 
such events as the revo lu tion  in 
Cuba, the student up ris ing  in 
Korea, the student demonstra
tions in  Turkey, and the great 
revo lu tiona ry  upsurge in  A frica  
have done more to ho ld  back 
the warm akers and defeat the 
schemes o f im peria lis ts  than a ll 
the ta lk  about “ peaceful coex
istence”  and a ll the hypocritica l 
“ su m m itry ”  dip lom acy.

A n  objective exam ination o f 
w o rld  events over the past 15 
years easily demonstrates tha t

the Soviet U nion received great
est aid from  revo lu tiona ry  move
ments such as the one tha t to p 
pled the d ic ta torsh ip  o f Chiang 
Kai-shek.

Isn ’t i t  tim e to re tu rn  to the 
revo lu tiona ry  - socialist policies 
o f Len in  and Trotsky? That 
question is sure ly being discuss
ed in  Soviet circles, even i f  sur
rep titious ly  due to the hardened 
resistance o f the top bureau
cratic  c lique to such a change in 
course.

"States’ Rights"
The A tom ic  Energy Commis

sion, w h ich  has the responsi
b i l i ty  fo r enforcing safety regu
lations in the handling o f rad io 
active m ateria ls, is p lann ing  to 
delegate the job  to the various 
states.

manent U.S. m ilita ry  base fro m  
w hich  to launch a ir power to  any 
po in t in  Asia “ from  V lad ivostok 
to Singapore.”

Ever since “ our Pacific v ic 
to ry ,”  M a cA rth u r said, “ ou r 
strategic fro n tie r sh ifted to em
brace the en tire  Pacific Ocean, 
w hich lias become a vast moat to 
pro tect us as long as we hold i t . ”  
The U.S. and its “ free allies,”  
said M cA rth u r, contro l a chain o f 
islands “ extending in  an arc from  
the A leu tians to the M arianas,”  
from  w hich  “ we can dom inate 
w ith  a ir power every A s ia tic  p o rt 
from  V lad ivostok to Singapore 
... . ”  Formosa, he stressed, is 
“ in  the ve ry  center o f th is  de
fensive perim eter.”

Chinese Warned U.S.

A fte r  the Chinese forces had 
counter-attacked and very  near
ly  destroyed the U.S. forces, i t  
was disclosed tha t the  Chinese 
People’s Republic had repeatedly 
warned the U.S., the UN and 
M a cA rth u r not to  th rea ten its  
Yalu R ive r pow er stations and 
defenses. We have the testim ony 
o f no less a m ilita ry  a u th o rity  
than the then A rm y  C h ie f o f 
Staff, Gen. J. Law ton  Collins, 
tha t the Chinese made no hostile 
move u n til M a cA rth u r had car
ried his d rive  to a po in t w h ich  
his ow n advisors had warned 
him  w ou ld  be a provocation the  
Chinese could not be expected to 
to lerate. General C ollins, on 
M ay 26, 1951, to ld  a Senate hear
ing on T rum an ’s ouster of Mac
A rth u r :

“ . . . I  fee l now compelled to 
te ll you th a t I  don’t agree w ith  
Gen. M a cA rth u r’s re p ly  th a t it 
w ou ld  not be possible to  stop on 
the high ground overlooking  the 
Ya lu  . . .  In  fact, w hen we sug
gested th a t he stop his troops . . .  
on the h igh ground com m anding 
the Yalu , he rep lied  th a t i t  was 
not feasible . . .  i f  we w en t be
yond tha t to the r iv e r  itse lf, (we 
fe lt)  th a t they  m ig h t fee l th a t 
from  th e ir ow n security  stand
po in t, tha t they w ou ld  have to 
come across and see to i t  th a t 
we did not get those heights.”

O f course, C o llins ’ testim ony 
is not c ited to  show th a t i f  the 
invad ing  U.S. forces had stopped 
short o f the Y a lu  R iver, the 
Chinese w ou ld  no t have entered 
the w ar. We need on ly  consider 
w ha t the U.S. governm ent w ou ld  
do i f  a Chinese arm y had jus t 
ravaged a ll o f M exico and was 
nearing the Rio Grande and its 
top commander had ju s t called 
fo r the seizure o f the West Indies 
and bom bing the U n ited  States.

(Next Week: "Operation 
Meatgrinder")

A d v e rt is e m e n t

$1 for Promptness

We have ju s t received 
“ Am erican Communism and 
Soviet Russia”  by Theodore- 
D raper.

This is an im po rtan t book, 
the second volum e o f the 
most au tho rita tive  h is to ry  of 
the C om m unist pa rty  th a t has 
ye t appeared. A n  en tire  
chapter on the fo rm a tion  of 
the A m e r i c a n  T ro tsky is t 
movem ent contains facts of 
rare in terest to students of 
revo lu tiona ry  socialism.

The l is t price o f th is  558- 
page book is $8.50. C lip  th is  
ad, enclose $7.50 and we w il l  
send i t  to  you postage p re 
paid.

PIO NEER PUBLISHERS  
116 University Place 

New York 3, N. Y.

Its  Special 
During Election

To help w in  a w ide r audience fo r  the t ru th  about 
such b ig  issues as independent p o lit ica l action, the 
struggle fo r Negro equa lity , the freedom  fig h t of coun
tries like  Cuba, the g row ing  m ovem ent fo r a w o rld  o f 
peace and abundance, w e ’re m aking a special sub
scrip tion  offer du ring  the election campaign. A  f u l l  26 
weeks fo r on ly 50 cents!

We hope you ’l l  continue to subscribe to A m erica ’s 
figh ting  socialist newspaper a fte r you ’ve read i t  fo r 26 
weeks, bu t the re ’s no obligation.

The M ilitant
116 University Place
New York 3, N. Y.

Yes, I ’d lik e  to take advantage o f you r special e lection 
offer. Enclosed is 50 cents fo r a 26-week subscription.

Name

S tre e t.............................................................................  Apt.

City Zone State
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The Cuban Revolution Proceeds
A  series of far-reaching economic 

measures provide fresh evidence of the 
deep-going nature of the Cuban revo lu tion .

One of the most significant, in  our 
opin ion, was -the announcement A p r il 25 
o f the creation of a Bank of Foreign Com
merce. I t  has been placed in charge of 
Cuba’s fo re ign trade.

The N ationa l Bank of Cuba, under the 
d irection  of Che Guevara, had already 
placed s tr ic t controls on Cuba’s do lla r 
supply and thereby on fore ign purchases. 
These trans itiona l measures have now been 
extended so tha t the new bank becomes 
the “ sole im porte r and expo rte r”  of pro
ducts tha t “ may be to the nationa l in te r
est.”

This amounts to v ir tu a l governm ent 
m onopoly of fo re ign trade, a most effective 
means of com batting the economic pres
sure o f im peria lism  and of counteracting 
the tendency of p riva te  Cuban capita l to 
seek fore ign trade ties tha t go against the 
coun try ’s p rim a ry  needs.

O f equal significance on the domestic 
fro n t have been the measures against 
p riva te  p roperty  tha t was held by support
ers of the Batista  regime, by companies 
th a t become invo lved  in labor troub le , and 
by  Am erican monopolies. The latest was 
the expropria tion  o f the last b ig  holdings 
of the U nited  F ru it  Co. The to ta l acreage 
taken from  th is  one company amounted to 
272,500 acres.

The Cuban governm ent agreed to pay 
$6,150,207 in  bonds fo r th is  land. “ They 
wanted $56,640,579,”  Nunez Jimenez, exec
u tive  d irecto r of the N ationa l In s titu te  of 
A g ra rian  Reform  (IN R A ), is reported to 
have declared M ay 15, “ but we are not a 
governm ent of id io ts or fools.”  He noted 
th a t U n ited  F ru it  had paid three and a 
th ird  cents an acre fo r land du ring  the 
tim e  the U.S. held Cuba w ith  an arm y of 
occupation.

A  report appeared in the M ay 15 New 
Y o rk  Times th a t the $100,000,000 A m e ri
can-owned N icaro n icke l p lan t and the 
$75,000,000 Am erican owned Moa Bay M in 
ing  Co. had been expropriated. B u t th is  has 
not ye t been confirm ed although i t  may 
w e ll be in  the works.

The Cuban governm ent, when i t  be
gan to move against the most pow erfu l 
fo re ign interests, said tha t i t  w ou ld  do so 
g radua lly  in  order to avoid d is rup tion  of 
production. I t  stressed th is  p a rtic u la r ly  in  
re la tion  to the sugar in d u s try  w h ich  ac
counts fo r tw o -th irds  of the nationa l in 
come and some e igh ty  per cent of export.

The “ in te rven tions”  (a trans itiona l 
con tro l measure), the expropria tions and 
o u tr ig h t confiscations have been numerous. 
Few issues of the da ily  papers appear 
w ith o u t notices, almost in  passing, such as 
th is  in  the M ay 13 issue of Revolucion: 
“ W orkers o f the Cuban Cordage and Rope 
Co. o f G uanajay were ju b ila n t over the 
in te rven tion  by IN R A  . . . ”  A  $200,000 
o u tfit lik e  th is rated about seven inches 
of type on page four.

A t the beginn ing o f the last sugar 
harvest, IN R A  was operating 12 of Cuba’s 
g ian t sugar m ills  and “ adm in is tra ting ”  an
o ther 24. This is no sm all enterprise. Cuba

is easily capable o f supp ly ing the w orld  
w ith  its  en tire  cu rren t sugar needs.

In  ca rry ing  out the agrarian re form , 
the Cuban governm ent has taken over 80,- 
000 caballerias (2,666,666 acres) grown to 
sugar cane. O f th is, some 50,000 caballerias 
w i l l  continue to be planted to sugar cane, 
the rest is destined fo r d iversified crops. 
A bou t 700 sugar-cane co-operatives have 
been set up, in vo lv in g  140,000 workers. In  
addition, land title s  w il l  go to some 30,000 
smallholders.

Am ong Cuba’s 161 sugar m ills , “ local 
commissions”  have been set up to handle 
production. These include representatives 
from  IN R A , the Rebel A rm y , the trade- 
union locals a ffilia ted  to the F N T A  (Na
tiona l Federation of Sugar W orkers), the 
Association o f Sm allholders, and the As
sociation of Farmers.

In  a ll, 400,000 caballerias (13,333,330 
acres) come under the agrarian reform . 
IN R A  has in tervened 227,880 caballerias, 
purchased 35,000, expropria ted 13,500 and 
is in  process of exp rop ria ting  26,612. In  the 
purchases, $2,145,876 have been paid out 
and $6,771,832 granted in  tw en ty-year 
bonds.

Sugar is the most im portan t sector of 
Cuban industry . S im ila r strides are to be 
noted elsewhere. On Dec. 14 o f last year, 
IN R A  set up an In d u s tr ia l Departm ent. 
Th is departm ent now operates 190 plants 
w o rth  more than $300,000,000.

“ O n ly  five m onths o ld,”  says a report 
in  the M ay 16 Revolucion, “ the In d u s tr ia l 
D epartm ent of IN R A  has taken under its 
respons ib ility  the organization, disposition, 
and increasing p lann ing of industries ex
tending from  meat processing to m eta l
lu rgy , from  chemical works to f r u i t  pack
ing, from  tex tiles  to m in ing. I t  is adm in
is tering, organizing and p lann ing the pro
duction and expansion of industries from  
those valued at a few  thousand dollars, 
w ith  scarcely a dozen workers, to great 
in d u s tr ia l p lants costing m illions  and em
p loy ing  thousands of w orkers.”

As fo r  the m otor forces behind th is  
impressive development one in  p a rticu la r 
should be noted. In  a T V  speech M ay 15, 
Raul Castro, M in is te r of the A rm ed Rev
o lu tiona ry  Forces, singled out the pressure 
of W a ll S treet and its  campaigns against 
Cuba as “ the dynam o”  tha t propelled the 
revo lu tion  forw ard .

Against the aggressive m anifestations 
o f Am erican im peria lism , th is  top govern
m ent figure declared, the slogan was 
launched: “ W ith  each aggression, a step 
fo rw ard . (Frente a cada agresion, un paso 
a l frente.) A nd  we have taken a lo t of 
steps.”

“ They”  sought to “ hold back”  the 
revo lu tion , continued Cuba’s spokesman. 
B u t w ha t they succeeded in  doing was to 
give i t  “ ve loc ity .”  They “ have radicalized 
the revo lu tion  to a decided degree . . . ”

The revo lu tion  is “ fa rth e r advanced 
than we believed i t  was going to be by th is  
date, because we are tak ing  our steps 
ca lm ly, and when we find i t  convenient to 
take steps. B u t i f  they have pushed us . . . 
le t them  push us. In  any case i t  is better 
to be m oving fo rw a rd  than backw ard.”

Vincent Hallinan's Example
We welcome V incen t H a llin a n ’s 

declaration of support to F a rre ll Dobbs, 
p res iden tia l candidate of the Socialist 
W orkers party.

A t a jo in t press conference w ith  Dobbs 
in  San Francisco M ay 9, the noted a ttorney 
and 1952 Progressive p a rty  banner-bearer 
declared: “ W h ile  I  do not belong to M r. 
Dobbs’ party , I  support h is b id  fo r the 
presidency. He is the on ly  socialist candi
date in  the field. I  cannot support any Re
pub lican or Dem ocratic p o litic ia n .”

H a llinan  took his stand fo r  socialist 
opposition to the m a jo r parties at the ve ry  
m om ent tha t a new wave o f cold-war 
hyste ria  was being whipped up in  Wash
ington in  the wake of the c r im in a lly  pro
vocative spy-plane v io la tion  of Soviet 
sovereignty.

The b ipartisan moves to re in tens ify  
the cold w a r underscore, we believe, the 
soundness of H a llin a n ’s position. Those 
w ho cla im  to see even an iota of basic d if
ference between the Republicans and 
Democrats on the w ar issue are more hard- 
pressed, than ever to prove th e ir  point.

A nd  those who argue th a t vigorous 
popular or labor in te rven tion , th rough the 
m edium  of support, can change the Demo
cra tic  p a rty  fo r the be tte r are p rov id ing  a 
g la ring  exam ple of po litica l impotency.

F ea rfu l of being caught behind the 
w rong horse, a union leader like  W a lte r 
Reuther, who proclaim s a labor-led “ re
fo rm ”  o f the Democrats insisted almost 
pa the tica lly  th a t he was neu tra l in  the 
contest fo r the D em ocratic presidentia l

nom ination. Then when m illio n a ire  union- 
ha te r John Kennedy swept the West V ir 
g in ia  p rim ary , Reuther “ leaked”  the fact 
tha t he’s fo r  him .

The Am ericans fo r Dem ocratic Action, 
dedicated to v ic to ry  fo r libe ra lism  w ith in  
the Dem ocratic pa rty , d id  not even dare at 
th e ir  recent convention to declare th e ir  
p residentia l choice. The leaders of the So
c ia lis t Party-Socia l Dem ocratic Federation 
have also made know n they w i l l  not act 
on the presidentia l race u n t il a fte r the 
Dem ocratic convention.

A nd  the Com m unist p a rty  leadership, 
w h ich  proclaim s a “ vanguard”  role fo r i t 
self in  a popular reshaping of the Demo
cra tic  pa rty , also decided at a recent na
tiona l com m ittee m eeting th a t i t  was “ too 
soon”  to say where i t  stands on the presi
den tia l contest.

C learly, a ll those in  the libe ra l, labor 
and rad ica l m ovem ent com m itted to the 
Democrats w i l l  find  themselves p a in fu lly  
sw a llow ing  w hatever reactionary choice 
the p a rty  bosses decide on. Even d im m er 
is th e ir  prospect fo r  “ p ro jecting  issues”  
w ith in  the Dem ocratic party .

In  contrast, the stand taken by H a l
linan, and o ther independent socialists like  
M u rie l M cAvoy, W illia m  A. Price and 
E lin o r Ferry , of supporting  a socialist op
position ticke t, provides them  w ith  an op
p o rtu n ity  to s trike  effective blows against 
both p ro-w ar cap ita lis t parties. We hope 
th a t m any other independent socialists 
and fighters fo r  peace w i l l  elect to take 
the  same stand.

C uban C oun trys id e

On his recent trip to Cuba, Farrell Dobbs 
(center). Socialist Workers presidential can
didate, admires the lush Cuban countryside 
in the tropical sun. The guide (left) points out 
a prize stand of tobacco grown by the 
campesino in  the white straw hat. The youth 
to the right stopped out of curiosity. He can 
read and write, as is indicated by the ball
point pen with which he is armed; but he has 
yet to reach the status of owning a pair of 
shoes.

Among the freedom fighters who finally 
overthrew Batista's dictatorship, lack of shoes

was one of the burning symbols of Cuba's 
abject poverty under American domination. 
As the guerrilla armies formed, acquisition of 
a pair of shoes was regarded as almost as 
important as getting a gun and ammunition.

In  the Sierra Maestra, as the revolution
ary forces consolidated their hold, shoe manu
facture was the first industry set up in a 
prim itive way.

On the consumer-goods front it is still 
one of the foremost goals of the revolution 
to provide every Cuban with a good pair of 
shoes.

. . .  Why Negro Unionists Need Council
( Continued from  Page 1) 

he was b itte r ly  denounced, often 
un fa irly .

Douglass a l w a y s  respected 
Garrison, despite th e ir d iffe r
ences, bu t he did not hesitate 
to speak up when he thought 
Garrison was wrong. He fe lt tha t 
one of the issues between them 
was the r ig h t of the Negro to 
speak and act fo r  h im self, ra ther 
than be the “ w a rd ”  of w h ite  
people, no m atte r how  w e ll- 
meaning.

In  1855 Douglass p rin ted  an 
a rtic le  on “ S e lf-E levation”  in his 
paper:

“ I t  is w e ll know n tha t we 
have called down upon our de
voted head, the ho ly  (?) horror 
o f a certain class o f A b o litio n 
ists, because we have dared to 
m ain ta in  our In d iv id u a lity , and 
have opened our own eyes, and 
looked out of them, through an
other telescope . . . ”

Negroes, he continued, cannot 
w in  equa lity  through the efforts 
of other forces alone; they must 
figh t fo r i t  too:

“ OUR E LE V A T IO N  AS A 
RACE IS A LM O S T W H O LLY  
DEPENDENT UPON OUR OWN 
EXERTIONS. I f  we are ever 
elevated, our elevation w il l  have 
been accomplished th rough our 
own ins trum en ta lity  . . .

‘Our oppressed people are 
w h o lly  ignored, in one sense, in 
the generalship of the movement 
to effect our Redemption. N o th 
ing is done . . .  to  inspire us 
w ith  the Idea of our E qua lity  
w ith  the w hites . . .

‘O f course, i f  we are ‘unable 
to keep pace’ w ith  our w h ite  
brethren, in the ir v iv id  percep
tion  of the demands o f our cause, 
those w ho assume the leader
ship of the A n ti-S la ve ry  M ove
ment; i f  it  is regarded as having 
‘transcended our a b ility ,’ we 
cannot consistently expect to  re 
ceive from  those who indu lge in 
this opinion, a practical recogni
tion of our Equality. This is w hat 
we are contending for. I t  is w hat 
we have never received. I t  is 
w hat we m ust receive to inspire 
us w ith  confidence in the self- 
appointed generals o f the A n ti-  
S lavery host, the Euclids who 
are theoretically w o rk in g  out 
the almost insoluble problem  of 
our fu tu re  destiny.”

This a rtic le  is thus a b itin g  
attack on w hat today w ou ld  be 
called “ paternalism .”  I t  con
cludes w ith  an appeal to other 
Negro A bo lition is ts  not to re 
main “ in  th e ir ‘w a itin g ’ position, 
t i l l  they satisfy th e ir superiors 
tha t they are able to  ‘keep pace’ 
w ith  t h e m .  This they can 
never do in th e ir present second
ary position . . .  as understrap
pers. They m ust develop their 
manhood, and not to be\ too 
modest to a ttem pt such develop
ment.”

In  1857 Douglass delivered one 
o f his most famous speeches, at 
a celebration o f the emancipa
tion  o f the slaves in  the West 
Indies. This contains his w ide ly  
quoted passage on “ the philos
ophy o f re fo rm  . . .  I f  there is no 
struggle there is no progress.”  
Just before tha t passage is an
other w h ich  is equa lly  w orth  
quoting, fo r i t  shows tha t Doug
lass not only fo u g h t' the slave
holders bu t also those w h ite  
A bo lition is ts  who thought the 
place fo r  Negroes was in  the 
ranks, not in  the leadership. I t  
said:

" I  know, my friends, that in 
some quarters the efforts of 
colored people meet w ith very 
little  encouragement. We may 
fight, but we must fight like

the Sepoys of India, under 
white officers. This class of 
Abolitionists don't like color
ed celebrations, they don't like 
c o l o r e d  conventions, they 
don't like colored A nti-Slav- 
ery fairs for the support of 
c o lo r e d  newspapers. They 
don't like any demonstrations 
whatever in which colored 
men take a leading part . . .

"Your humble speaker has 
been branded as an ingrate, 
because he has ventured to 
stand up on his own right, and 
to plead our common cause as 
a colored man, rather than as 
a Garrisonian. I  hold it to be 
no part of gratitude to allow 
our white friends to do all the 
work, while we merely hold 
their coats."
A fte r  the C iv il W ar, the slaves 

were emancipated bu t denied 
equal rights. In  1871, Douglass 
jo ined a num ber o f other Ne
groes in  signing a call fo r  a Con
vention of Colored Citizens to 
be held in  Columbia, S.C.

A  Republican paper, the M a
con (Ga.) Union denounced both 
the call and the proposed con
vention. How, i t  asked Douglass 
and the others, w ould  they like  
it  i f  the Southern w hites held a 
convention “ perta in ing  exclus
ive ly  to th e ir w elfare, as against 
the Negro race? . . .  I f  they 
(Douglas and the others) rea lly  
desire im pa rtia l rights and p r iv 
ileges, w ould  i t  not be common 
sense to' expect them to set the 
example of im p a rtia lity ? ”  

Douglass was a Republican 
h im self a t tha t tim e (of course a 
d iffe ren t k ind  than Republicans 
today). B u t he answered the 
Macon U nion in his own paper, 
in  an artic le  called “ The South
ern Convention,”  p a tie n tly  ex
p la in ing  tha t “ The Negroes are 
not to hold a convention against 
the w h ite  race, or against any 
race; bu t a convention is to be 
held fo r  the purpose o f devising 
the means fo r  p rom oting the 
best interests of a race la te ly  
released from  a condition almost 
dehum anizing.”

The Macon U nion wasn’t  sat
isfied, b u t attacked again, ac
cusing the signers o f the ca ll of 
“ race pre jud ice”  because they 
wanted Negroes to  organize 
themselves to im prove th e ir con
ditions. This tim e Douglass’ 
rep ly  was sharper too. In  an 
a rtic le  called “ The M a c o n  
U nion,”  he w rote :

“ We say to the ed ito r o f the 
U nion tha t the colored race of 
th is country are fast becoming 
able to th in k  and act fo r  them 
selves, and they read ily  learn to 
know  friends from  enemies, and 
i t  does not lack in  appreciation 
fo r the efforts of friends. B u t we 
hold tha t no man is  a  fr ie n d  to 
the Negro who wishes h im  to 
fo llow  im p lic it ly  a ll the advice 
such a man may offer, and to 
s h o w  n o  independence of 
thought or action fo r  himself.

“ I t  appears to be the idea of 
the ed ito r o f the U nion tha t the 
Negro must no t th in k  or act fo r 
h im self, bu t m ust continue un
der the advice o f the friends 
tha t ‘made h im  free ’ —  in our 
opinion, it  w ould be more tru th 
fu l ly  expressed, restored to h im  
the freedom of w hich they had 
robbed h im  — and i f  he does not 
w il lin g ly  and chee rfu lly  subm it 
to the advice of his alleged 
friends, ‘i t  is tim e they form ed 
against h im  and make h im  feel 
his insignificance,’ says the e d it
or o f the Union.

“ This ed ito r claims to be the 
fr iend  o f the Negro, w h ich  
means fo r the tim e tha t he can

contro l h im . W hen he fa ils  in  
a b ility  to do that he w il l  organ
ize and make his friendsh ip  (?) 
fe lt by m aking the Negro ‘feel 
his insignificance.’

“ Colored people o f Georgia, 
the ed ito r o f the Union is your 
b itte r enemy; he wants to be 
you r master, and i f  you do not 
w il lin g ly  acknowledge his au th
o rity , then you are to be made 
to feel you r ‘insignificance,’ 
w hether by K u -K lu x  outrages, 
or other d iabolica l means, the 
ed ito r o f the U nion does not 
make know n.”

In  1883, a fte r Reconstruction 
was smashed by the jo in t efforts 
o f the Republicans and Demo
crats and the conditions of Ne
groes became more and more 
oppressive, a Convention of Col
ored Men was held in  Lou isv ille , 
K y . Douglass made the main 
speech, “ Address to the People 
o f the U nited States,”  w hich 
dealt ch ie fly  w ith  the grievances 
and demands of the Negro peo
ple. B u t before tak ing  them up, 
Douglass fe lt i t  necessary to ex
p la in  w hy such a convention 
was being held:

“ We are asked not on ly  w hy 
hold a convention, but, w ith  em 
phasis, w hy hold a colored con
vention? W hy keep up th is 
odious d is tinc tion  between c it i
zens of a common country and 
thus give countenance to the 
color line? I t  is argued that, i f  
colored men hold conventions, 
based upon color, w h ite  men 
may hold conventions based up
on color, and thus keep open the 
chasm between one and the 
other class o f citizens, and keep 
a live  a pre judice w hich we p ro 
fess to deplore.

“ We s t a t e  the argum ent 
against us fa ir ly  and fo rc ib ly , 
and w il l  answer i t  candid ly and 
we hope conclusively. B y tha t 
answer i t  w i l l  be seen tha t the 
force of the objection is, a fte r 
a ll, more in sound than in  sub
stance.

"No reasonable man w ill 
ever object to white men hold
ing conventions in their own 
interests, when they are once 
in our condition and we in 
theirs, when they are the op
pressed and we the oppressors. 
In  point of fact, however, 
white men are already in con
vention against us in various 
ways and at many important 
points. The practical construc
tion of American life is a con
vention against us.''
And th a t’s s t i l l  the po in t to 

day! The practica l construction 
of Am erican life  is s t i l l  a con
vention against the Negro peo
ple in  various ways and at many 
im portan t points, inc lud ing  race 
relations inside the labor move
ment. That is suffic ient explana
tion  and jus tifica tion  ( if  any are 
needed) fo r the fo rm ation  of the 
Negro Am erican Labor Council 
and fo r such other measures and 
organizations as Negroes feel 
are necessary to help them w ipe 
out J im  Crow w herever i t  exists.

A n y  w h ite  w o rke r who does
n ’t see th is  is s ti l l  b lin d  to the 
rea lities of the practica l con
struction o f Am erican life , to 
justice and to his own interests, 
w hich depend on the to ta l and 
im m ediate abo lition  o f inequal
ity . ----------

A l l  the quotations from  Doug
lass in  th is  a rtic le  are taken 
from  the excellent 4-volume 
com pila tion by P h ilip  Foner, 
The L ife  and W ritings  of F red
eric Douglass (In te rna tiona l 
Publishers). See especially Vol. 
II ,  pages 360-1 and 436-7; Vol. 
IV , pages 251, 270 and 377,

"They Stood 
In Shocked Silence/ /

By Joyce Cowley

When the news tha t C a ry l Chessman had been executed 
reached the crowd near the prison gate, they stood in  shocked 
silence. A  radio reporte r announced tha t there was no violence. 
The on ly  violence com m itted tha t m orn ing was a r itu a l m urder 
by the State o f C aliforn ia .

To those who held v ig il at San Q uentin  and w alked the  p icke t 
lines in Sacramento, Chessman had become, through 12 agonizing 
years, a symbol o f struggle against in justice. A t stake was a m an’s 
r ig h t to a  fa ir  tr ia l and due process under the law.

I t  is not rem arkable tha t Chessman, an obscure m an w ith  a 
record, became the v ic tim  o f a rou tine  fram e-up by the Los 
Angeles police. H is case is unusual because he found a w ay to 
figh t back, and th is destroyed the legend o f equa lity  before the  
law  and justice fo r a ll. You can get “ justice”  i f  you have the 
money to pay fo r i t  and the r ig h t connections. I f  you have enough 
money, you can k i l l  someone and you w il l  not be executed. The 
death penalty is almost exclus ive ly  reserved fo r the destitute. In  
figh ting  fo r his own life , Chessman became a representative o f the 
destitute, g iv ing  them  a voice and an iden tity .

“ His fe llow  convicts like d  h im ,”  a prison o ffic ia l said, “ because 
he bucked the system. They hate the system.”

U n itin g  against th is challenge to th e ir  au tho rity , the judges, 
the legislators and the libe ra l Dem ocratic G overnor (a life long  
opponent o f capita l punishm ent, as he said so frequen tly  w hen 
he was cam paigning fo r office) have upheld the d ig n ity  o f the law.

Settling Down for the Vigil
On Sunday, M ay 1, almost 24 hours before the execution was 

scheduled, the people began to gather near San Quentin, at a road 
block set up by the S heriff about a qua rte r o f a m ile  from  the  gates. 
I t  .was a w in d y  day bu t the sun was sh in ing  b righ t. The crow d 
collected slow ly. Fam ilies arrived, pushing the younger ch ild ren  
in  s tro lle rs o r ca rry ing  them in  th e ir arms. M any brought m a t
tresses, blankets and food, prepared to settle  dow n fo r  an a ll-  
n igh t v ig il. This did' not look much like  a g rim  prelude to  execu
tion. I t  was d iff ic u lt fo r most o f the people there to  believe th a t 
the execution w ould  take place. The date had been set so m any 
times before, and i t  had always been postponed.

People w a lked around restlessly, w a itin g  fo r  som ething to 
happen, look ing  eagerly tow ard  the road fo r  new arriva ls . The 
speaking started about three in  the afternoon when several hun 
dred people a rrived  from  M arin  County. No one made a long 
speech. No one made a ve ry  eloquent speech. M ost o f these people 
had l it t le  o r no experience as pub lic  speakers. B u t i t  was im 
portan t to keep the speeches going, as radio stations were p ick ing  
them up. I t  also served as a focus o f a tten tion  as the hours dragged 
by and the people grew  hungry  and tired . M any le ft, b u t there 
was a constant stream of new arriva ls . The crow d d id  not exceed 
600 at any one tim e, bu t probab ly several thousand partic ipa ted  
in  the 22-hour period o f the  demonstration.

A t d inner tim e  some fam ilies w ith  ch ild ren  le ft. B u t 100 p ro 
test marchers a rrived as re inforcem ent. The m a jo rity  o f the m arch
ers were students from  s ix  local campuses, and a group o f 30 
h igh school students, bu t they were jo ined  by others as they 
started out across the Golden Gate Bridge.

The loudspeaker droned on, bu t the speakers were obviously 
tired. They kept asking i f  there wasn’t  someone else w ho w anted 
to speak. The monotonous voices, repeating over and over the 
facts that a ll o f us there already knew, became irr ita t in g , and ye t 
we needed it.

A bout every 15 m inutes we heard an announcement tha t 
M arlon Brando was expected. A fte r  some hours th is  became a 
joke and we asked new arriva ls :

“ A re  you M arlon  Brando?”
Brando d id  a rrive  la te r in  the evening, a fte r a fu t ile  t r ip  to  

see the  G overnor in  Sacramento. He was one o f m ore than 
100 who rem ained fo r  the a ll-n ig h t v ig il.

Help Needed at Sacramento
A bout eleven, a speaker announced th a t he had been ta lk in g  

to Sacramento, where a small group was p icke ting  the G overnor’s 
mansion. They needed help.

One o f the student marchers came to the m ike.
“ L e t’s go down! L e t’s keep the line  going a ll n igh t! We’ve 

got p len ty  o f people here. We need people in  Sacramento.”
Sacramento is about n ine ty  m iles from  San Francisco, bu t 

there was no hesitation. Dozens o f young people w a lked q u ick ly  
down the  road towards th e ir cars.

W hen our car a rrived  in  Sacramento at 1 a.m., there w ere 80 
pickets on the line. A  l it t le  ea rlie r the num ber had reached 200. 
W hile  the crow d at the gates o f San Q uentin  was composed o f 
various types o f people o f a ll ages, th is  p icke t line  consisted almost 
en tire ly  o f young students and a few  others w ho had jo ined them. 
M any had made the march from  San Francisco to San Quentin, 
yet they were ready to keep an a ll-n ig h t p icke t line  going.

A  reporte r a rrived  about 2 a.m., looking  rested and tid y , and 
contem ptuously described the exhausted young people as “ look ing  
more like  beatn ik  types than the students they c la im  to be.”

Counter p ickets appeared w ith  signs th a t read, “ He Deserves 
to D ie”  and “ Justice at Last.”  The pickets e ither ignored th e ir 
attempts at provocation, o r q u ie tly  argued w ith  them.

Was It Just the Chessman Case?
W alk ing  the p icke t line  at tw o  in  the m orning, I  wondered w ho 

these young people were, and w h y  they had come here. Was i t  
ju s t the Chessman case? The cap ita l punishm ent issue? I  to ld  
the g ir l w a lk in g  nex t to  me tha t i t  looked as i f  the students had 
spearheaded these demonstrations.

“ A  great m any d iffe ren t people have jo ined in ,”  I  said, “ B u t 
the students apparently  fo rm  the hard core. They keep going. 
They stick i t  ou t.”

“ T ha t’s r ig h t,”  she answered, “ and look w ha t the  students 
in  T u rkey  are do ing !”

In  an age of mass destruction and violence, when millions 
of men and women have died in gas chambers and hundreds 
of thousands have been killed by a single bomb, does it really  
make sense to fight for one man's life? Many of us end up 
rejecting any kind of action, either because it is loo small to 
make any real difference, or too big to tackle. In  dramatic 
defiance of this tendency, the young people who walked across 
the Golden Gate Bridge and kept going for mile after m ile  
through hilly  country, then manned the Sacramento picket 
line, have testified to their belief in the value of human life.

I f  they keep going, i t  is a convic tion w h ich  w il l  lead them  
beyond the gates o f San Q uentin  to confront problems o f a society 
tha t creates prisoners and executioners.

“ We’ve got to protest,”  they to ld  me. “ We have to find  a w ay.”  
So they kep t the line  going a ll th rough the n ight, stam ping 

th e ir feet and singing sporadically. Sometimes i t  was “ G lory, 
g lory, H a lle lu jah ,”  sometimes the chant:

“ Chessman is w o rth  saving. We shall not be moved.”
*  *  *

Chessman said he hoped his epitaph w ou ld  be th a t he died 
w ith  d ign ity , and he achieved tha t hope. C om plete ly composed, 
calm and erect, he w a lked in to  the execution chamber. W hen he 
was strapped to the chair, he tu rned his head tow ard  a fr ie n d  
who was a witness at the execution. He saw her agitation, sm iled 
a l it t le  and spoke. The words reached her soundlessly th rough  
the glass: “ I t ’s a ll r ig h t.”

This reassurance to  another person was his last conscious 
act. He d id not know  tha t he had received one more reprieve, a 
reprieve o f one hour, so tha t his lawyers could once again go to 
the U.S. Supreme Court. This was the fina l, ghastly irony. A  
nervous telephone operator d ialed the w rong num ber and Judge 
Goodman’s call reached the prison seconds a fte r the gas pellets 
had been dropped.

L ibe ra l opponents o f capita l punishm ent (o f the Governor 
B row n type) c la im  th a t now  th a t the Chessman case is “ ou t o f the 
w ay,”  we can re a lly  get to w o rk  on the issue o f capita l pun ish
ment, im p ly in g  th a t in  some w ay he hampered th e ir  efforts. B u t 
there was no cap ita l punishm ent issue in  thè State o f C a lifo rn ia  
before Chessman made i t  one.



A  Greeting 
From Abroad
Editor:

I  read in  the M ilita n t o f the 
70th b irth d a y  o f James P. Can
non and Rose Karsner. N ot 
hav ing  th e ir address, I  w ant to 
convey to  them  m y greetings 
and congratu lations fro m  afar.

I ’m  not too fa m ilia r  w ith  
Rose’s activ ities, bu t from  w hat 
I ’ve heard o f her, she is not 
ju s t J im ’s w ife  and comrade- 
in-arm s, b u t a life -long  revo lu 
tio n a ry  who has w ritte n  a 
glorious page of her ow n in  the 
h is to ry  o f Am erican T ro tsky 
ism.

J im , on the other hand, is 
w e ll know n beyond the border 
o f the States and symbolizes to 
me and m any others overseas 
the  co n tin u ity  of the revo lu 
tiona ry  tra d itio n  in  the A m e r
ican labor m ovem ent

In  both th e ir cases, one can 
app ly  to them  the H ebrew  say
ing: “ T he ir old age hasn’t  put 
to shame th e ir young days.”  M y 
w ish  is tha t they ’l l  live  long 
enough to see the rea liza tion  of 
socialism in  the USA and the 
w o rld  over.

N. S.
Beer-Sheeva, Israel

Criticizes Report 
On Soviet Strike
Editor:

A  recent le tte r from  a W is
consin reader o f you r paper ex
pressed the hope tha t the M i l i 
ta n t improves as much as the 
W orker has in  not branding 
others on the le ft.

As a m atte r o f fact, the 
W orke r dropped in  the last 
tim es the old abuses against the 
“ T ro tskyites.”  The last slander 
occurred when i t  accused some 
fascist gangster w ho assaulted 
Robert Thompson in  prison of 
being a “ T ro tsky ite .”  In  con

nection w ith  th is  I  sent you an 
enraged le tte r w h ich  was 
printed.

P e rm it me therefore to ex
press m y amazement (at best) 
i f  not ind igna tion  at you r re 
peating a canard from  the C hris
tian  Science M o n ito r about 
crushing a w orkers ’ re vo lt some
where in  Kazakhstan and sen
tencing strikers  w ith  death and 
long-term  sentences. I  d iscount 
such a poss ib ility  in  present- 
day Russia and i t  seems to me 
tha t th is story was not even 
p rin ted  in  the responsible capi
ta lis t press.

I  do not go as fa r  as your 
Wisconsin reader who doesn’t 
w ant to find in  you r paper “ c r i
tic ism  o f Russia and China.”  
The troub le  w ith  the Com
munists was th e ir  apologetic 
a ttitude  tow ard  the USSR, even 
defending a ll cruelties and 
crimes o f the S ta lin  era. B u t 
c ritic ism  is one th ing  and slan
der something else. In  whose 
in terest is i t  in  the present-day 
situation slandering the USSR, 
basing yourse lf on “ co ld -w ar” 
propagandists? N ot in  the in 
terest o f peace, defense o f the 
USSR against cap ita lis t on
slaught, w orkers m ovem ent and 
in te rna tiona l s o c i a l i s m  ! So, 
please, fo llo w  the advice of 
your W isconsin reader and im 
prove yourself.

A. B.
New York

[The M ay 2 M ilita n t account 
of a s tr ike  of young construc
tion  w orkers in  Kazakhstan was 
based on a C hris tian  Science 
M on ito r report w hich coincided 
w ith  s im ila r accounts in the 
New Y ork  Times A p r il 5 and 
earlier. We d id  not report the 
earlie r accounts in  the Times 
because they were unconfirmed. 
B u t both the M on ito r’s and the 
A p r il 5 Tim es’ accounts in 
cluded o ffic ia l confirm ation of 
the s trike  by D. A. Kunayev, 
firs t secretary o f the Kazakhstan 
Com m unist party . H is state

ment, p lacing respons ib ility  fo r 
the s trike  on local bureaucrats 
who ignored the w orkers ’ liv in g  
conditions, was reported in  the 
Kazakhstan Pravda. O ur ac
count included his statement.

We firm ly  believe i t  does not 
slander or weaken the Soviet 
U n ion  to report struggles of 
w orkers there against bureau
cra tic  repressions. The experi
ence o f the S ta lin  era showed 
tha t such repressions weaken 
the USSR. Success o f the 
w orkers ’ efforts to rebu ild  So
v ie t democracy w il l  strengthen 
the USSR and deal a c ripp ling  
b low  to cap ita lis t propagand
ists who exp lo it the bureauc
ra tic  crimes to smear the USSR 
and socialism itse lf. — Editor.]

'Greatly Inspired'
By Myra Weiss'
May Day Speech
Editor:

I had the occasion to hear 
M yra  Tanner Weiss at the New 
Y o rk  M ay Day ra lly , and I 
m ust say I  was grea tly  inspired 
by such a conscientious and 
courageous lady. H er advent on 
the Am erican po litica l scene 
seems like  a breath of fresh air.

I t  was also g ra tify in g  to be 
among such fa ir-m inded  peo
ple. I w ish the pa rty  lots of 
luck and success in  the fu ture.

Accept m y sm all con tribu 
tion  fo r the socialist fund.

F. S. '
Jamaica, N. Y.

Enjoyed Series 
On Baby "Danger"
Editor:

I  congratulate Joseph Hansen 
fo r excellent series o f articles, 
“ Too M any Babies.”  Keep i t  
up. You ce rta in ly  have per
form ed a service tha t shall fo r 
ever rem ain dear to us.

S. K.
Los Angeles
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wRosemary"
By Trent Hutter

This is one of the best and surely the most 
tim e ly  m otion p ic tu re  to come from  Germany 
in  recent years. I t  is based upon a true  story tha t 
shook Adenauer’s Federal Republic. Rosemary 
N it r ib i t t  was a w e ll-know n , h igh-priced p ros ti
tu te  in  F ra n k fo rt, the West German m etropolis 
o f commerce. Leading industria lis ts  were among 
her customers. She was m urdered in 1957, p rob
ab ly because she knew  too much. She is said 
to  have tape-recorded her conversations w ith  
some pow erfu l figures in Adenauer’s Germany. 
The m urderer was never found.

“ Rosemary”  is adm irab ly  directed by R olfe 
Thiele. He and E rich  K uby  w rote the script. 
They did not w ish s im p ly to te ll the usual 
tragedy o f a p rostitu te  tha t so many books and 
film s have to ld. They wanted to produce a social 
satire rooted in the re a lity  of post-war bourgeois 
Germany, underscoring the deeper significance 
of Rosemary’s dream. And they have b r ill ia n t ly  
succeeded in this.

We see the co rrup t society of the “ economic 
m irac le ”  and its new ly  rich  . . . We see an 
automated factory and a few  workers on strike, 
th e ir mood nonetheless influenced by the gen
era l boom. T he ir boss had an unexploded A m e r
ican W orld  W ar I I  bomb gilded and set up as a 
sym bol in fro n t of the p lant. The w ar did not 
erase b u t in d ire c tly  modernized the indus tria l 
apparatus o f German capitalism .

The m illiona ires boast of th e ir “ social con
science,”  th e ir enormous exports, th e ir e ffic i
ency. A nd  they laugh away th e ir Nazi past. 
W hile  they praise “ European u n ity ”  and 
“ Franco-German friendsh ip ,”  fierce com peti
tion  is going on between French and German 
indus try . The p re tty  Rosemary is h ired by an 
agent of a French cartel. Men often are ta lka 
tive  in  bed . . . She is to spy on her customers, 
the German industria lis ts , using the recording 
equipm ent provided by the Frenchman.

A fte r  various revelations in the French 
press, the Germans realize they have been v ic 
tim s of indus tria l espionage and easily trace the 
source to Rosemary and to the representatives

of the ir French colleagues. They offer Rosemary 
100,000 m arks fo r  the incrim ina ting  tapes. B u t 
she th inks she is rich  enough now. Money has 
ceased to be her param ount target.

She wants to b lackm ail one of the German 
capitalists, her favorite , in to  m arry ing  her. She 
tries to outsm art both her French employer 
and her German customers. She refuses to de
liv e r  the tape to e ither of them and asks a 
student, an activ is t o f “ Jehovah’s Witnesses,”  to 
hide them fo r her, w ith o u t te llin g  h im  w hat 
the b rie f case she entrusts to h im  contains.

In  spite of a certa in astuteness, she isn ’t 
sm art enough and she believes in  the old m yth 
of the high courtesan not subject to the dictates 
of society, who has the most pow erfu l men 
eating out of her hand. She does not understand 
that, fa r from  standing outside o f bourgeois 
society, she is one of its  instrum ents. The French 
agent tries to make th is  clear to her, bu t to no 
avail. She s ti l l  fancies she can p lay her trum p  
card even w h ile  fear begins to seize her. She 
does not surrender the tape.

The courtesan Rosemary is a small gear in 
the cap ita lis t machine. W hen the gear moves on 
its own, when i t  becomes a serious annoyance, 
i t  must be stopped. Much as they are in conflict, 
the agent of French indus try  and the German 
capita lists get together to have Rosemary 
strangled.

Nadja T il le r  is excellent as Rosemary. The 
rest of the cast gives fine or, at least, ve ry  com
petent performances. The absence of over-acting 
and coarseness are pra isew orthy, and so is the 
film ’s p ic to ria l ingenuity . Several scenes are 
trem endously intense.

N a tu ra lly , a film  w hich so fra n k ly  portrays 
the morals of the West German bourgeoisie was 
bound to d is tu rb  the Adenauer governm ent; the 
Bonn authorities tr ie d  to prevent “ Rosemary”  
from  being shown as G erm any’s en try  at in te r
national film  festivals. However, th is  proved to 
be an added recommendation and on ly helped 
the f ilm ’s p u b lic ity  —  a resu lt Bonn certa in ly  
did not intend.

Notes in the News

(Continued from  Page 1)
ance th a t has shackled labor and 
frustra ted  the Negro struggle to 
topple the J im  Crow  system.

Just tw o months a fte r Ran
do lph ’s speech at the N AAC P 
convention, the Brotherhood of 
Sleeping Car Porters held its 
convention in  Chicago. In  add i
tion to endorsing the call fo r the 
form ation  of a Negro Labor 
Council the BSCP convention 
adopted a resolution ca lling u p 
on the A F L -C IO  to:

"Explore the question of the 
possibility of labor establish
ing an American Labor Party  
which could express with  
fidelity, integrity and intelli
gence the interests and aspira
tions of American workers."
This resolution has since la in  

dorm ant. On the question of 
po litica l action, the N A LC  
founding convention call quotes 
A. P h ilip  Randolph w ho says: 
“ I t  (N A LC ) w il l  support p ro -la 
bor and p ro -c iv il r igh ts  legis la
tion b u t not the fortunes of the 
Democratic o r Republican par
ties.”  This statement o f “ p o lit ic 
al n e u tra lity ”  is, a t best, nega
tive. I t  abdicates the decisive

W ALTER REUTHER

fie ld o f po litica l action to the 
M eany-Reuther prom oters of la - 
bor-Dem ocratic coa lition politics.

Two of the prom inent union 
leaders inv ited  to address the 
delegates in D e tro it, W a lte r 
Reuther of the U nited Auto  
W orkers and George H arrison of 
the R a ilw ay Clerks, are up to 
th e ir ears in  Democratic Party  
politics. Harrison has endorsed 
Sym ington, the T rum an candi
date; Reuther has “ u n o ffic ia lly ”  
endorsed Kennedy.

Both these candidates are 
h ig h ly  acceptable to the most 
rab id  w h ite  supremacists in  the 
southern w ing  o f the Democratic 
party . Governor John Patterson 
of A labama, Faubus of Arkansas, 
Talmadge of Georgia, are lis ted 
among th e ir supporters. Can any 
one believe tha t these J im  Crow 
practitioners w ould possibly sup
po rt any candidate tha t even re 
m otely threatened the “ South
ern Way of life ? ”

Segregation and d iscrim ina
tion  because of skin color w il l  
never be w iped out completely 
w h ile  th is country is ru led  by 
Democrats and Republicans. The 
Jim  Crow  system in the South 
is the p rim a ry  source o f in fec
tion. The one-party South w il l  
rem ain a s tink ing  cesspool of re 
action unless and u n til the o r
ganized labor movement breaks 
the Democratic P arty  strangle
hold by launching its own inde
pendent labor party.

So long as the w orkers in  the 
South rem ain captive to the 
Democratic pa rty  machine the 
gangrenous poison of color d is
c rim ina tion  w il l  continue to in 
fect every in s titu tio n  o f A m e ri
can life  —  inc lud ing  the trade 
unions.

To quote the SWP message to 
the founding convention of 
N A LC : “ The organized labor 
movement must be cleansed of 
every vestige of d iscrim ination 
because of sk in  color. Labor 
must come before the people as

15,000 at Rally
In New York for 
Rights Fighters

NEW  YO R K, M ay 17 — F ifteen  thousand unionists 
observed the s ix th  ann iversary of the Supreme C ourt school 
desegregation ru lin g  today at a sp irited  ra lly  tha t pledged 
labor support to the Southern*---------------------------------------------------- -

A. P H IL IP  R ANDO LPH

the foremost champion o f equal 
righ ts  fo r a ll workers. To do th is 
i t  must come w ith  clean hands.

“ I t  is na tu ra l and proper fo r 
those who suffer the d isab ilities 
and ind ign ities  of color d isc rim 
ination to take the in it ia tiv e  in  
leading a Crusade against the 
color bar in w hatever fo rm  i t  
exists. I t  is not only a m atte r of 
justice and m ora lity  —  the very 
existence of the organized labor 
movement is at stake in  th is 
struggle.”

Persecuted?
Judge James D. Hammonds of 

Bessemer, A la., who sentenced 
A sbury Howard, Negro union 
offic ia l, to s ix months in ja il last 
year, has been indicted fo r eva
sion o f federal income taxes. A 
Bessemer c ity  council resolution 
charges tha t Hammonds’ tro u b 
les started a fte r he found H ow 
ard g u ilty . H oward, a v ice-presi
dent o f the M in e -M ill union, was 
arrested fo r u rg ing  Negroes to 
q u a lify  as voters.— A fro -A m e ri
can, A p r il 23, 1960.

s it-in  movement.
W orkers, Negro and w hite , 

jammed an entire  block in the 
center of the garm ent d is tr ic t fo r 
the ra lly  w h ich  was sponsored 
by the In te rna tiona l Ladies G ar
ment W orkers U nion and D is
tr ic t 65, Retail, Wholesale and 
Departm ent Store U nion in sup
po rt of the Committee to Defend 
M a rtin  L u th e r K ing , Jr.

W orkers held a lo ft placards 
declaring: “ Labor Opposes D is
c rim ina tion ”  and “ Labor Wants 
Equal R ights fo r  A l l . ”

O ffic ia ls of both u n i o n s  
pledged there w ould be con
tinued union p icke ting  of W ool- 
w o rth ’s and other d im e stores 
tha t d iscrim inate against Ne
groes in the South.

The ra lly  extended a huge 
ovation to H a rry  Belafonte and

... Dobbs, Duggan in TV Debate

OUR CLASSLESS SOCIETY —  Leonard 
Lyons, a colum nist fo r the New Y o rk  Post, re 
ports the fo llow ing : “ A  N.Y. dowager ca rry ing  
her toy poodle through Lo rd  &  Taylor, stopped 
at a w ater foun ta in  at the rear of the store 
and had the poodle d rin k  from  it. A  floor 
walker stopped her, ‘Madame, please. This 
water foun ta in  is fo r the use o f the customers.’ 
. . . ‘Oh, I  beg your pardon,’ the dowager re 
plied. ‘I  thought i t  was fo r the employes.’ ”

*  *  *

TH E Y  JUST LOVE THE U.S. —  A dm ira l 
Herbert- Hopwood, U.S.N., found h im se lf in  the 
middle o f a sizable uproar M ay 3 when he 
offic ia ted at a solemn m ilita ry  ceremony in 
Sidney, Austra lia . A  group o f students released 
a red-painted pig in  the crowd, w hich police 
had quite  a tim e in  catching. A  fracas developed 
and two cops were in ju re d  when the students 
exploded firecrackers. In  another incident, s tu 
dents fired rockets tow ard  a U.S. nuclear sub
m arine stationed in  the harbor.

*  *  »

A D V IC E  TO THE OLD COUNTRY: — The
fo llo w in g  le tte r from  the U.S. appeared in  the 
A p r i l  23 D ub lin  Evening M art: “ A llo w  me to 
o ffe r a w ord o f advice to Ir ish  parents. D on’t,
in  any circumstances, a llow  you r ch ild ren  to
go to the U.S.A. to live  and w o rk  u n til you can 
be qu ite  sure tha t conditions are satisfactory. 
I  have been w o rk in g  three months in  the States 
and . . .  I  have m et Ir ish  g irls  w o rk in g  here — 
and c ry ing  th e ir  eyes out from  loneliness and 
overw ork. T he ir pay does l it t le  more than keep 
them  from  starva tion  —  in  comparison i t  is fa r 
worse than union rates in  D ub lin  — and the 
w o rk  they have to do is appalling. Tw elve hours 
a day is not uncommon, and there is p rac tica lly

no social life  fo r these poor things. ‘One o f the 
Slaves,’ B ronx, N .Y .”

*  *  *

KANGAROOBURGER — The Illin o is  Beef 
&  P rovis ion Co. o f P ittsburgh  has been cited 
by state authorities fo r using im ported kangaroo 
meat in  sausages and fo r  m islabeling its  p ro 
ducts. I t  was charged th a t the kangaroo meat 
had a high bacteria content. A n  ag ricu ltu ra l 
expert at the A ustra lian  embassy said: “ I don’t 
know  how much you know  about the kangaroo. 
I mean how he gets around. He’s a p re tty  a th 
le tic  sort o f fe llow . You m ig h t say he’s a ll 
muscle. l ip ’s a s tr ingy  sort of beast.”

N *  *  *

SECOND THO UG HTS —  A laundrom at 
manager in  B ilo x i, Miss., got mad when the 
Negro com m unity organized a protest boycott 
a fte r a racist attack at the local beach. He posted 
a sign reading, “ W hite  on ly  —  Colored trade 
go to other store.”  Negroes took h im  at his 
word. N ext day he ran up a new sign — 
“ Everyone welcome here.”

•  •  *

W HY A LL  THE NOISE? —  Gov. Cecil 
Underwood o f West V irg in ia  can’t  understand 
the press rum pus about the thousands of u n 
employed m iners and th e ir  fam ilies  in  tha t 
state on s ta rva tion  diets. “ So fa r as I know ,”  
the governor declared, “ not one ch ild  has starved 
to death from  lack o f food.”

*  «  *

W HEN W IL L  IT  HAPPEN HERE? — For
the second s tra igh t year, an Am erican Negro 
g ir l won the Cannes “ Miss F ilm  Festiva l” 
beauty contest. C rowned as queen was Lajeune 
H undley, 19, o f Washington, D. C. Last year’s 
w inne r was Cecilia Cooper o f New York.
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get on the ba llo t in  possibly on ly 
20 states, how  can you expect 
to get elected?”

“ We have no illus ions about 
being elected,”  Dobbs to ld  him , 
“ but there is a change in  in te r
est away from  the Democratic 
and Republican parties and a 
trend now to new ideas.”  Dobbs 
said he saw th is  in  a to u r he 
made a few  months ago around 
the country.

“ People are beginning to see 
socialism,”  he said, “ as the only 
w ay o f coming to grips w ith  
problems. I  found a concern 
among w o rk in g  people w ith  au
tom ation, the speed-up and a n ti
labor laws.”

Duggan was surprised tha t 
there was such a th in g  as an 
“ an ti-labo r”  law . Dobbs to ld 
h im  about the Kennedy-Land- 
ru m -G riffin  Act, as the most re 
cent example. The debate then 
continued as fo llow s:

Duggan: “ B u t we consent to
be governed. A re n ’t a ll laws re 
s tric tive? ”

Dobbs: “ The tendency is fo r
laws to res tric t labor, ra ther than 
the employer. Leg is la tion more 
and more cripples the labor u n 
ions, w hich are the on ly  means 
labor has o f gain ing social ben
efits. We advocate the need o f 
the labor m ovem ent to take the 
lead in organizing an independ
ent labor pa rty .”

Duggan: “ You call the De
mocrats capitalists. I ’m su r
prised they don't ca ll each other 
comrade. The Democrats were 
cheek by jo w l w ith  the labor 
movement in the th irties , 
w eren’t  they? A nd up u n til re 
cently when labor abuses be
came such we thought restric tive  
laws were necessary. . . .”

Dobbs: “ The Democrats have 
been cheek by jo w l only w ith  the 
employers. . . .’’

Duggan: “ W hat’s the trouble
w ith  the employers?”

Dobbs: “ The troub le  w ith  an 
em ployer is he operates industry  
fo r his p riva te  profit, d isregard
ing to ta l social needs o f the 
coun try .”

Duggan: “ Taxes on employers 
now are such i t  is socialistic. 
How fa r do you w ant us to go?” 

W ith  Duggan m aking  a quick 
sh ift to unions, Dobbs said tha t 
unions should be stronger than 
they are, and Duggan tossed in, 
“ T ha t’s a fr igh ten ing  though t.” 

“ N ot fo r me,”  Dobbs em 
phasized. “ The overw helm ing 
m a jo rity  o f people in  th is coun
try  are w o rk ing  people.”  

A nsw ering  Duggan on cor
porations, Dobbs said, “ Corpora
tions sell a l it t le  stock here and 
there in  order to  make the 
w orke r th in k  he is pa rt o f the 
company. The controlling po r
tion  o f Stock in  the big corpora
tions is in  a re la tive ly  few 
hands.”

Duggan: “ This country is the 
most pow erfu l, w ea lthy, and 
contented country in  the w orld .

How can you ju s tify  a change to 
socialism? I t ’s lik e  saying we 
should s ta rt using s q u a r e  
tires. . . .”

Dobbs denied th a t th is  is a 
contented coun try  and gave as 
an example West V irg in ia  where 
the m iners are liv in g  in  abysmal 
poverty because o f economic de
cline. The 600,000 fo rm e rly  em
ployed in  the coal area have been 
cut down to about one -th ird  of 
tha t amount.

Duggan: “ Coal is not as va lu 
able as gas now. W hat are you 
going to do, figh t progress?”  

Dobbs explained th a t he was 
not arguing fo r coal over gas but 
fo r p lanning in  indus try  and con
sideration of the w o rk in g  force, 
p a rticu la rly  o f o lder workers.

Duggan: “ Okay, we take care 
of o lder people, w ha t w ith  so
cial security, w h ich  is ce rta in ly  
socialism at its worst. . .”

Dobbs: “ Tens o f thousands
are out o f w o rk  in  West V ir 
g inia. . .”

Duggan: “ Now w ha t’s the per
centage? There are tens of 
thousands unemployed in  every 
state.”

Dobbs: “ The norm  fo r the 
country as a w hole is 5%; the 
percentage in  West V irg in ia  is 
close to 18%. Even the young 
people who have got ou t o f the 
area have had to take jobs where 
they make less. T ha t’s not p rog
ress. .

A fte r  a b reak fo r a com m er
cial, Duggan opened w ith  the re 
m ark, "Instead o f ho lle ring  at 
each other, F a rre ll,”  and then 
tr ied  th is one on his guest: “ Say 
tha t you are elected President of 
the U nited States. W hat w ould  
you do w ith  the basic means of 
production?”

Dobbs: “ O ur pa rty  w ould  re 
commend tha t a party  o f the ma
jo r ity , supporting our program, 
nationalize a ll the basic means 
of production and operate them 
under the contro l o f the w o rk in g  
people and in troduce a planned 
economy w hereby the produc
tive  powers o f the country could 
be directed in such a w ay as to 
raise the standard o f l iv in g  of 
a ll and correct a ll social inequ i
ties in  the coun try .”

Dobbs to ld  Duggan tha t when 
property  is confiscated he w ould  
be fo r g ran ting  a fa ir  compensa
tion.

In  an exchange over the labor 
bureaucracy, Duggan tr ied  to 
get Dobbs to say he favored the 
bureaucracy. A fte r  Duggan was 
pinned on that, he continued: 

Duggan: “ B u t you’re going to 
have a labor governm ent, isn ’t 
tha t bureaucracy? W ho’s going 
to ru n  it? ”

Dobbs: “ No, th a t’s no t bu 
reaucracy! I t ’s going to be run  
by a party  of the w o rk ing  people 
tha t is based on elected repre
sentatives o f the w ork ing  peo
ple.”

Duggan: “ You mean w e’re go
ing to elect someone to ru n  U.S. 
Steel? You mean the  forem an

o f the p lan t w il l  be elected?”  
Dobbs: “ That’s r ig h t! Dem 

ocracy a ll up and down the line .”  
Duggan: “ We w on’t  have tim e 

to w ork, we’l l  be too busy in  the 
vo ting  boo th !”

Dobbs: “ You’l l  have tim e to
w ork, and tim e  to w o rk  con
s tru c tive ly .”

Duggan: “ Oh we w il l,  w il l  we? 
Thank you, thank you, Com
m issar!”

Dobbs: “ I t  is absolutely im 
perative th a t the w o rk in g  peo
ple of th is  country change the 
social system. A nd when a m a
jo r ity  of the people o f the coun
tr y  decide tha t is necessary, they 
w il l  make the change.”

Duggan: “ That w i l l  be the
m illen ium ! That is somewhere 
out in in fin ity . . .”

Dobbs: “ I t  w il l  be the open
ing of a w hole new stage in  the 
life  of the hum an race, th a t w il l  
solve an a w fu l lo t o f the p rob
lems tha t are plaguing the peo
ple today . . . such as the ques
tion  o f peace.”

Duggan: “ How is tak ing  over 
U nited States Steel going to 
solve the problem  of peace?”  

Dobbs: “ Because owners such 
as U.S. Steel and p riva te  bank
ing interests are interested in 
extending th e ir exp lo ita tion  of 
the w orkers beyond the boun
daries o f the U n ited  States, and 
tha t is the basis of th e ir fore ign 
policy. They are against social 
change anywhere in  the w o rld  
tha t serves the interests o f the 
w o rk in g  people to the de trim ent 
o f th e ir p ro fit-tak ing  a b ility .” 

A fte r th is  bout w ith  Tom D ug
gan, the presidentia l candidate 
w ent the fo llo w in g  n ig h t to the 
C a lifo rn ia  In s titu te  of Technol
ogy. He was welcomed by a 
student honor guard and a d is
cussion was held in  the  calm 
tone of scientific in q u iry . In  some 
respects th is was much more sat
is fy ing  than try in g  to get w hat 
Dobbs was saying over the ra ttle  
of a pneumatic d r i l l  like  Duggan. 
Bu t the slugging match was more 
exciting.

. . .  Students Battle
(Continued from  Page 1)

room began to chant: “ Abolish 
the Com m ittee! Open the doors!” 
They began to sing, “ We Shall 
N ot Be Moved.”

R io t squads appeared. A  stu 
dent yelled, “ S it down,”  and a 
m a jo rity  w ent to the floor.

Then suddenly, h igh pressure 
fire  hoses were turned on them. 
W hite  helmeted, booted cops 
grabbed them  by arms, legs, col
la r and h a ir and began dragging 
them  down the w ide  m arble 
staircase th a t led to the m ain 
floor.

Some cops hauled out n ig h t
sticks and beat th e ir v ic tim s in to  
insens ib ility . B lood - streaked 
w ater cascaded down.

More than a hundred o f those 
young people defied the fire 
hoses and clubs. S ix ty-th ree  
were arrested. As* they were 
hauled to the police vans, soaked 
and mauled, they were s til l 
s inging out, “ A bolish the Com
mittee.' We shall no t be m oved!” 

On Saturday m orn ing 3,000 
pickets marched w ith  placards 
denouncing the w itch -hun te rs. A  
ba tte ry  of cops were on hand to 
keep them out o f the bu ild ing . 
By noon, the singing, chanting 
crowd was swelled to 5,000 by 
longshoremen and others.

M any w aited fo r  Rep. W illis  
(D -La.), the racist chairm an of 
the subcommittee to emerge 
when the hearings were to ad
journ . B u t the com m ittee had 
raced through its rou tine  w ith 
out lunch. W illis  and his cohorts 
sneaked out a side door.

Sidney Po itie r. Both  declared 
tha t as Negro artists they had a 
respons ib ility  to do a ll they 
could to help advance the c iv il-  
righ ts  fight. Belafonte said he 
w ould  not “ be able to sleep 
n igh ts”  i f  he did not u tilize  his 
po p u la rity  to aid the cause. 
P o itie r explained tha t he wanted 
his three ch ild ren  to enjoy the 
p riv ilege  denied h im  of liv in g  
“ in  a free and democratic so
c ie ty .”

The m ilita n t, op tim is tic  s p ir it 
of the ra lly  was v iv id ly  ex- 
pressed by the wave o f cheers 
and applause tha t greeted D is
tr ic t 65 president D avid  L iv in g 
ston when he recalled tha t five 
years ago his union had ra llied  
in the same area to protest the 
lynch ing  of E m m ett T ill.

"That was a mournful, b it
ter, occasion," he said. "But to
day we have a new and won- 
derful thing. The Negro people 
have taken their fate into the ir; 
own hands and are fighting to 
be free . . .  The Negro workers, 
farmers and students of the 
Deep South have served notice 
they w ill no longer live with  
Jim Crow."

Woolworth Building Picketed

A n add itiona l action in  sup
port of the Southern righ ts 
fighters came la te r in  the a fte r
noon when students marched i i i  
fro n t o f the W oolw orth  B u ild 
ing w h ich  houses the company’s 
headquarters. The p icke t line  
was organized by the New Y o rk  
Y outh  Com m ittee fo r In teg ra 
tion.

Fred Mazelis and Nora Rob
erts, C ity  College students who 
are chairm an and treasurer o f 
the committee, presented a com
pany o ffic ia l w ith  petitions 
signed by 7,000 persons who 
pledged they w ou ld  boycott 
W oo lw orth ’s u n til i t  ended its  
d isc rim ina to ry  policies.

. . .  Ashamed of Lies
(Continued fro m  Page 1)

L e t’s scrap the stockpiles of H - 
bombs and A-bom bs and poison 
gases and bacterio logical m u r
der weapons.”

As a special demonstration, 
the t o  socialist candidates 
urged  an im m ediate p u ll ou t of 
U.S. forces from  Cuba’s G uan
tanamo Bay. “ L e t’s show the 
w o rld  th a t we do respect the 
righ ts  o f other nations by tak ing  
Cuba as a prim e example and 
reversing the trucu len t, b e lli
gerent, ly ing , provocative U.S. 
po licy tha t has kept th is  small,, 
peaceful nation on edge.”

Why not pass this copy of the 
M ilitant on to a friend?

Which Counts —Polio 
Cure or Prestige?

Have you ever watched a 
ch ild  cripp led  by polio try in g  
to get around w ith  braces and 
crutches? Do you believe tha t it 
is the obligation of the govern
ment to do every th ing  in its 
power to help e lim ina te  the 
dread disease?

Then w hat do you th in k  of th is 
action by the Slate Department? 
On M ay 11 it announced tha t it 
was stopping three governm ent 
physicians from  attending an 
in te rnationa l symposium on 
polio because there w ould be 
doctors present from  China and 
East Germany. Spokesmen said 
U.S. partic ipa tion  m igh t im p ly  
recognition or give “ prestige”  to 
the governments of these coun
tries.

New Yorkers!
Buy the -M ilitant, at the 

National Memorial African 
Book Store, 2107 Seventh 
Avenue.

EAST COAST 
Memorial Day weekend at 

Mountain Spring Camp sponsor
ed by New York M ilitant Labor 
Forum and Students Committee 
for Dobbs and Weiss. Three fu ll 
days, M ay 27-30, in  the scenic 
Poconos fo o th ills  near W ashing
ton, N. J. E xce llen t meals, sw im 
ming, sports and recreation.

Special student rate — $15 fo r 
three days.

Features: A n  eyewitness ac
count o f the Southern s it-ins by 
Jim Lambrecht, nationa l secre
ta ry  o f the Young Socialist A l
liance and an address by Gladys 
Barker Grauer, Socialist W ork
ers candidate fo r  U. S. Senator 
fro m  New Jersey.

In  New Y ork , phone A L. 5- 
7852 fo r reservations and trans
porta tion. O r phone M ountain 
Spring Camp, Washington, N.J. 
Murray 9-1352.

•
LOS ANGELES  

W illiam  F. Warde discusses C. 
W right Mills' w ork , "The So
ciological Imagination" on F ri
day, June 3, 8:15 p.m. Forum  
H a ll, 1702 East Fourth St., Ausp. 
M ilita n t Labor Forum .

•
M IN N E A P O LIS

“ The Cuban R evolution A s  I  
Saw I t . ”  A  firsthand report by 
Farrell Dobbs, Socialist W o rk 
ers presidentia l candidate. Sat
urday, June 4, 8:30 p.m. at 704 
Hennepin, H a ll 240. Ausp. T w in  
C ities SWP. ■

1loca Diirectory
BOSTON

B oston  L a b o r Fo rum , 295 H u n t in g 
ton  A ve., Room  200.

C H IC A G O  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty . 77 7 W . 

Adam s, D ll 2-9736.
C L E V E L A N D  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 55 11 E u c lid  
Ave., Room 203. Open T h u rs . n ig h ts  
8 to  10 P.M.

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . Debs H a ll, 3 73 7 W o o d 

w ard . T E m p le  1-6135.
LOS A N G E LE S  

Forum  H a ll and M odern  Book Shop, 
1702 E. 4 th  St. AN  9-4953 o r W E  5- 
9238.

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E ast Juneau Ave.

M IN N E A P O L IS  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 322 H en 

nep in  A ve ., 2nd flo o r. Open noon  to  
6 P .M . d a ity  e xcep t S undays.

N E W A R K  
N ew ark  L a b o r  Fo rum . Box 361, 

N ew ark , N. J.
N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  

M ili ta n t  L a b o r Fo rum , 1 16 U n iv e rs ity  
s ity  P lace. A L  5-7852.

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O. Box 341, B e rke ley  1. C a lif. 

P H IL A D E L P H IA
M ili ta n t  L a b o r Fo rum  and S o c ia lis t 

W o rk e rs  P a rty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve . 
Lec tu res  and d iscuss ions e ve ry  S a tu r 
day, 8 P .M ., fo llo w e d  by  open house. 
C a ll PO 3-5820.

SAN FR AN CISCO  
The M ili ta n t,  1145 P o lk  St., Rm . 4. 

Sat. I I A .M . to  3 P.M . Phone PR 6- 
7296; i f  no answ er, V A  4-2321. 

S E A T T L E  
1412— 18th A venue, E A  2-5554. L i 

b ra ry ,  books to re .
ST-. L O U IS  

For in form ation phone M O  4-7194.


