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Socialist Ticket 
Enters Toronto 
City Elections

The Toronto m unicipa l elec
tions can give a solid boost to 
the labor pa rty  now being 
form ed by the Canadian Con
gress of Labor. The Toronto 
and D is tr ic t Labor Council has 
v igorously condemned the three 
m ajor candidates fo r may or as 
antilabor. The labor body is 
endorsing 11 candidates fo r the 
c ity  council.

The Labor Council d id not 
enter a candidate fo r mayor, but 
the three big-business candi
dates are being challenged by 
Ross Dowson, candidate o f the 
Socialist Educational League. A 
veteran o f the Canadian labor 
and socialist movement, D ow 
son is ed ito r of the socialist 
newspaper, W orkers Vanguard.

The Socialist Education Lea
gue has nominated A lan  Harris, 
a un ion ist fo r C ontro ller.

A socialist candidate has been 
entered in  a local w ard contest 
by the Young Socialist A l
liance w ith  the nom ination of 
John D arling  fo r Board of Edu
cation.

The Socialist Educational 
League is w o rk in g  to p ile  up a 
s ign ificant vote fo r Dowson 
and H arris  and the 11 labor-en
dorsed councilm an candidates.

The SEL ticket is offering a 
program of opposition to the 

( Continued on Page 3)

Venezuela Gov't 
Crushes Revolt

The Betancourt regime in 
Venezuela checked an inc ip ien t 
popular upris ing  by heavy use 
o f armed force and police-state 
measures last week. Students 
who held the U n ive rs ity  of 
Caracas campus against troops 
and tanks surrendered Dec. 2.

The governm ent fo llow ed up 
its  v ic to ry  by app ly ing  d ic ta 
to r ia l measures against those 
who w ant effective a c t i o n  
against w idespread unem ploy
m ent and run-aw ay infla tion.

Under m artia l law, which sus
pended constitu tiona l rights, 
wide-scale arrests were made of 
people suspected o f “ subver
sion.”  W hile  the im m u n ity  of 
opposition congressmen from  
arrest was s ti l l  recognized, the ir 
homes were subjected to' search.

Reports from  Caracas said 
tha t re vo lt s ti l l  simmers in  the 
slums and tha t the antic ipated 
fa ilu re  o f many firm s to pay 
Christmas bonuses could spark 
new demonstrations.

He Trusted in the United Nations Attendance Rises 
In New Orleans 
School Struggle

Patrice Lumumba (right), legally elected head of the Congo government, after his capture 
by Mobutu, who is being groomed by the State Department and Belgian colonialists as the Ba
tista of the Congo. Newsreel pictures displayed on television screens in the U.S. showed Mo
butu's troops publicly mauling the bound Lumumba in the truck in which he and his two 
unidentified aides were hauled like cattle. A high UN official said Lumumba had been 
seriously injured by his torturers but Mobutu refused to let Red Cross doctors examine his 
prisoner. Lumumba's mistake was to invite the United Nations into the Congo.

Torture of Lumumba 
Brings Bitter Protest

300 San Diego Students 
Hear Socialism Debated

SAN DIEGO, Dec. 2 — Three 
hundred people jam m ed in to  an 
aud ito rium  at San Diego State 
College last n igh t to hear a de
bate over “ The Case fo r Social
ism.”

The speakers were Theodore 
Edwards, Southern C a lifo rn ia  
chairman of the Socialist W ork 
ers party , and Capt. Stanley 
N izenski, U.S. A rm y (re tired). 
A  real-estate man in the San 
Diego area, N izenski is an asso
ciate of the A nti-C om m unist 
School recently convened here 
to tra in  enrollees in the a rt of 
“ figh ting  comm unism.”

The meeting was sponsored 
by “ Challenge,”  a student o r
ganization devoted to combating 
apathy on campus by presenting 
opposing views on m ajor issues.

Capt. N izenski had some vocal 
supporters in the audience, 
w hich made fo r a liv e ly  evening.

The atmosphere was fu r th e r 
charged by the presence o f a 
San Diego TV  cameraman and a 
reporter from  a Los Angeles FM  
station w ith  recording equip
ment, as w e ll as a local newspa
per reporter and photographer.

Edwards made a deep im pact 
on many of the students w ith  his 
extrem ely effective presentation

of the case fo r socialism.
The captain la rge ly  devoted 

h im self to eulogizing “ Western 
cu ltu re .”  He drew  a roar of 
laughter when he asserted tha t 
the class struggle is “ comm unist 
hogwash”  and tha t in th is  coun
tr y  we m erely have a gradation 
of rank.

During the heated discus
sion period most of the young 
people who took the floor were 
sympathetic to E d w a r d ' s  
viewpoint while the captain's 
support came largely from 
older people in the audience. 
Fully two-thirds of the ques
tions were directed to Ed
wards.

Capt. N izenski was hard put 
when a Negro in the audience 
asked h im  i f  his concept of 
“ Western cu ltu re ”  covered the 
A frican  and Asian people, and 
when another asked how his ex
position of “ ’C hristian charact
e r”  related to the school deseg
regation crisis in  New Orleans. 
The captain said you can’t 
“ force”  in tegration on people.

A fte r the meeting was fin a lly  
closed, Edwards was the center 
of an in fo rm a l discussion that 
continued at a nearby house un 
t i l  tw o  a.m.

Vigorous protests by A fro  
Asian and Soviet bloc delegates 
have forced U nited Nations Sec
retary-G eneral Dag H am m arsk
j old to remonstrate against the 
b ru ta l trea tm ent accorded Pa
trice  Lum um ba by troops under 
command of Colonel Joseph 
M obutu, m ilita ry  d ic ta tor o f t he 
Congo. Lum um ba was captured 
a fter flee ing Leopo ldv ille  and 
was returned to tha t capita l c ity  
and ja iled  a fte r being severely 
mauled by M obutu ’s m inions.

A fte r receiving a d irect report 
from  his special representative 
in  the Congo, Ham m arskjö ld 
w rote to Congo President Kasa- 
vubu, requesting that Lum um ba 
be given a ll the righ ts  and im 
m unities of a lega lly  elected 
representative of parliam ent. He 
also asked tha t the In te rna tiona l 
Red Cross be granted perm ission 
to examine Lum um ba and “ ob
ta in  the necessary assurances fo r 
his safety.”

St. Paul Chief 
‘Bugs’ Meeting 
Of Police Union

By Joe Baker
ST. P A U L, Dec. 3 —  C hief of 

Police W illia m  Proetz was o r
dered yesterday to take a leave 
from  his job. He had refused to 
resign a fte r adm itting  th a t he 
had ordered detectives to “ bug” 
a police union meeting.

Robert Peterson, commission
er of pub lic safety, who ordered 
Proetz to take the leave w ith  
pay, said he w il l  introduce a 
resolution in  the c ity  council fo r 
his dismissal bu t saw l it t le  
prospect fo r approval. The police 
union has demanded tha t Proetz 
be fired.

Peterson acted a fte r disclos
ure tha t Proetz ordered a lie u 
tenant to attend the policemen’s 
union meeting at the Labor 
Temple w ith  a concealed m icro
phone. Two other cops recorded 
the meeting on tape in a b u ild 
ing across the street.

Inside Dope

The police chief said he w an t
ed to get “ firs t-hand in fo rm a
tio n ”  on what he called “ Com
m unist tactics”  by policemen 
who were “ packing the meeting 
and swaying the members.”

He got the idea, he explain
ed, from a training bulletin 
issued last March by FB I d i
rector J. Edgar Hoover warn
ing of "Communist activities'' 
in police unions.
The tw o cops who assisted in 

the “ bugging”  belonged to 
Proetz’s “ in te rna l security ”  d i
vision. Commissioner Peterson 
says he is dissolving the d iv is 
ion.

M ayor George Vavoulis said he 
fe lt the idea of “ Communist in 
filtra t io n ”  of the police union 
was “ complete nonsense.”

I t  was at the meeting which 
was “ bugged”  tha t the police 
union had demanded tha t Proetz 
be removed when his term  ex
pires.

Colonel M obutu, whose arm y 
coup dissolved the Congolese 
parliam ent and established a 
m ilita ry  d ictatorship, rejected 
H am m arskjo ld ’s request w ith  
the arrogant re jo inder: “ W hy 
does not the U nited Nations send 
an investigation commission to 
H ungary?”

The ghastly travesty of U nited 
Nations in te rven tion  fo r the a l
leged purpose o f restoring na
tiona l un ity , peace and democ
racy to, the Congo is being p lay
ed out to its trag ic c lim ax. A c 
cording to the U nited Nations 
charter, the elected parliam ent 
is the only legal force in the 
Congo. Ostensibly, the p rim ary  
object of UN troop in tervention, 
was to strengthen the conditions 
under w hich parliam ent could 
meet and govern the country. 
O nly parliam ent is empowered 
to send a delegation to the 
U n ited  Nations.

Seeming Paralysis

Yet, M obutu executed his 
coup and dissolved parliam ent 
w ith  the U nited Nations forces 
standing by in seeming pa ra ly 
sis. The Belgian colonialists, who 
were purported ly  to be ousted 
by the UN m ilita ry  contingents, 
came flocking back in  the guise 
o f “ technicians”  to bolster the 
M obutu-Kasavubu gang. W ith  
the backing of the U.S. State 
Departm ent, K a s a v u b u  was 
seated as UN delegate represent
ing the Congo, although he had 
no legal r ig h t to do so.

The question has arisen: Who 
is paying M obutu ’s troops and 
financing his m ilita ry  opera
tions? The Am erican and B e l
gian spokesmen make no bones 
about where the ir support is go
ing. M obutu, who is being 
groomed as the Batista of the 
Congo, thum bs his nose at the 
UN w ith  a ll the arrogant assur
ance of a puppet certain tha t his 
masters w ie ld  the real power.

M eanw hile the new ly aw ak
ened A frican  states watch ‘ w ith  
dismay the rape of Congolese 
independence by the colonia list 
powers abetted by the seeming 
impotence of the U nited Nations.

Release Photos 
Of “ Little Boy”  
And “ Fat Man”

DEC. 7 — The governm ent 
yesterday released the firs t p ic 
tures of the type of atom bomb 
tha t devastated H iroshim a and 
Nagasaki in 1945.

The 9,000-pound bomb drop 
ped on H iroshim a was described 
as “ L it t le  B oy”  and the 10,000- 
pound Nagasaki bomb as “ Fat 
M an.”

The photos were made pub lic  
despite “ m isgivings”  of the 
State Departm ent w hich fe lt 
they m ight be in ju rious  to the 
U.S. image abroad.

A D e f e n s e  Department 
spokesman disclosed that the 
decision to release the pictures 
was made several months ago 
but they were withheld until 
after the Japanese elections 
for fear they would provide 
campaign material for the So
cialist party.
There was good reason fo r the 

estimate. The “ L it t le  Boy,”  
dropped on H irosh im a’s popula
tion of 343,969, le ft 78,150 dead, 
37.425 wounded and 13,083 miss
ing, according to the 1960 
W orld Almanac. The A lm anac 
credits the “ Fat M an”  w ith  k i l l 
ing 73,884 of Nagasaki’s popula
tion of 252,630. A Dec. 6 U P I 
dispatch cites a government 
source as estim ating 40,000 
wounded there.

The day p rio r to release of the 
picture, the Waco, Texas, T im es- 
H erald disclosed tha t A ir  Force 
M a jo r Claude R. Eatherly was 
missing from  the Waco Veteran ’s 
A dm in is tra tion  Hospital.

E atherly  was the officer as
signed to p ilo t the atomic bomb
ers over the tw o cities. In  1957 
he was com m itted to a mental 
hospital a fte r being involved in 
several bu rg la ry  incidents.

A psychiatrist testified that 
Eatherly had a guilt complex, 
saying he felt responsible for 
the mass slaughter caused by 
the two bombs.
On the other hand, ex-Presi- 

dent H a rry  Trum an, who o r
dered the bombings, has appar
en tly  never lost a n ig h t’s sleep 
over his deed and has declared 
he w ould do i t  again.

Encourages 
Students in 
Rights Fight

DEC. 2 —  In tensifica tion of 
south wide student demonstra
tions was urged today by Gloster 
C urrent, N AA C P d irecto r of 
branches.

In  a speech prepared fo r  de
liv e ry  to the Oklahoma State 
Conference of N AAC P branches, 
C urren t declared: “ Southw ide
student demonstrations are not 
on ly going to continue, bu t must 
be intensified. Negroes must 
re fra in  from  cooperating w ith  
segregation not on ly in  border 
states, bu t even M ississippi.”

Six Months

M eanwhile, a L it t le  Rock, 
A rk., judge yesterday sentenced 
Charles Parker, 22, to six 
months in ja il and fined h im  
$509 fo r pa rtic ipa ting  in  a s it-in  
at a W oolw orth  lunch counter. 
S ix other students were also a r
rested and w il l  be tried  Dec. 30.

In  Jacksonville, Fla., members 
of the N AAC P Youth Council 
demonstrated at the W oolworth 
counter fo r the fo u rth  day in  a 
row. They continued to s it at 
the crowded counter a fte r being 
denied service. A  ha lf dozen 
cops patro lled the aisles.

N ext W eek
A n analysis of the Mos

cow declaration of 81 
Communist parties.

Girl, 12, Beaten 
In Mississippi

The life  of a Negro fa ther 
whose 12 - year - old daughter 
was hospitalized a fte r a beating 
by the c ity  marshal, was th re a t
ened in  Batesville, Miss;, last 
week.

The father, W illie  K u rkenda ll, 
to ld  N AAC P F ie ld  Secretary 
Medgar Evers tha t he has re 
ceived numerous threats  since 
his daughter, L inda Fay, was 
beaten Nov. 19.

T rouble flared when the g ir l 
entered S te rlin g ’s V a rie ty  Store 
eating candy. The manager ac
cused her of tak ing  the candy 
from  his store.

Uses Blackjack

When she denied the charge, 
he slapped her several times 
and called the city marshal, 
upon arriving, the marshal is 
reported to have struck her 
several times with his fist and 
to have hit her with his black
jack.
L itt le  L inda was hospitalized 

fo r tw o days.
The Negro com m unity im m e

d ia te ly  started w ith h o ld in g  pa t
ronage from  S te rling ’s.

The beating is expected to add 
impetus to the N AA C P ’s “ No 
Christmas G ift B uy ing ”  d rive  
w hich was launched in  M issis
s ippi Dec. 1.

Credit Two W hite Families 
For Lead in Resisting Racists

The em battled New Orleans Negro com m unity  was 
heartened by the appearance o f w hat may be a s ign ificant 
crack in  the school blockade against token in tegra tion . The 
num ber of w h ite  pup ils  at W illia m  F rantz School mounted 
to 23 by Dec. 6.

Much cred it fo r the rise in  attendance at F ran tz is due
-tw o w h ite  pioneers, Mrs. James 

G abrie lle  and Rev. L lo yd  Fore
man, who convoyed th e ir daugh
ters to and from  the school 
through shoving, egg-throw ing 
mobs day a fte r day.

Ruffians hooted the m in
ister's sermons Dec. 4, shout
ing, " If  it wasn't for that 
nigger-lover, we'd have won 
our fight!"

B u t Rev. Foreman was u n 
moved. Instead he called on a ll 
‘ who believe . . . integrated 
schools are preferable to no 
schools . . .  to launch an o ffen 
sive.”

Mrs. G abrie lle  te lls how  at 
firs t “ I  pu lled  Yolanda ou t . . . 
I was so scared . . B u t tha t 
n igh t m y conscience tore at me. 
A re  you going to give in  to a 
mob? . . . When I  woke up the 
next m orn ing I to ld  m y husband 
‘I 'm  tak ing  Yolanda back.’ ”  

Daisy O rlando G abrie lle  was 
born in  Costa Rica 42 years ago 
and came to Louisiana at the 
age o f seven. H er husband reads 
gas meters. B u t when his boss 
to ld  h im  he should stop “ con
tam ina ting  the w h ite  race,”  Ga
b rie lle  announced he was q u it
ting  Dec. 15. “ Nobody,”  he says, 
“ is going to te ll me how I 
should believe.”

Children returning to W il
liam Frantz are now trans
ported by Save Our Schools, 
an organization set up last 
April. Its chairman, Mrs. N. 
H. Sands, says, "We aren't 
afraid. W e'll find rides for any 
mother who needs them."
The name o f the lone Negro 

ch ild  at Frantz, Ruby N ell 
Bridges, was revealed last week. 
As she leafed th rough her p r im 
er, “ We Look and See,”  her 
m other to ld  reporters, “ We’re 
going to see tha t she gets a ll the 
education she can. We cou ldn 't 
get ours.”

Names o f three g irls  in  Mc- 
Donogh 19 School, where the 
w h ite  blockade remains u n 
broken, are s ti l l  guarded.

M eanw hile  the w o rld  is w a tch 
ing. W ritin g  from  Europe, co l
um nist Inez Robb saw “ pictures 
o f these berserk Furies th re a t
ening ch ild ren ”  doing “ irre p a r
able”  damage “ to the U nited 
States in  its fo re ign  . . . po licy .”

Kennedy Faces 
Rule 22 Test 
On Civil Rights

The acid test of President
elect Kennedy’s proclaim ed de
votion to the cause of advancing 
c iv il r igh ts  w il l  come on the 
opening day of the new  Con
gress in January. For i t  is on 
tha t day and on ly  on th a t day 
when the Senate can a lte r Rule 
22 under w hich the D ix iecrats 
have been able to b lock c iv il-  
righ ts leg is la tion by use of the 
filibuster.

Observers agree th a t unless 
p ro filibuste r Rule 22 is revised 
on the opening day of the new 
Congress it w il l  l ik e ly  mean the 
end o f any hope fo r m eaningfu l 
c iv il-r ig h ts  leg is la tion fo r the 
next fo u r years.

This is the problem : Senate 
rules can be changed on ly i f  the 
vice president, who serves as 
president o f the Senate, ru les 
tha t the Senate is not a “ con
tinu ing  body”  and therefore a 
m a jo rity  is free to adopt new 
roles i f  i t  sees fit.

N ixon  w il l  s til l be vice presi
dent when Congress convenes 
p rio r to the inauguration and he 
w il l  p robably ru le, as he has in  
the past, tha t the Senate is no t 
a “ continu ing  body.”  I t  w i l l  then 
be up to Kennedy to demon
strate his avowed position as 
champion o f c iv il r igh ts  by 
th row ing  the fu l l  w e igh t of his 
prestige and a u th o rity  in to  re 
vis ing Rule 22.

Otherw ise, the D ix iecra ts can 
filib u s te r any c iv il-r ig h ts  legis
la tion  to death fo r the nex t tw o 
years. A t the fo llo w in g  session 
of Congress w hich convenes in  
1963, Lyndon B. Johnson, the 
new ly elected vice president w i l l  
be in the d r iv e r ’s seat and no th 
ing in his past record gives the 
slightest hope fo r any c iv il-  
righ ts support from  tha t quarter. 
So . . .  i f  there is any doubt 
about where Kennedy stands on 
c iv il-r ig h ts  — watch h im  on the 
day Congress convenes!

Tenn. Negroes Evicted 
For Using Right To Vote

Dodd Helps Kennedy to Forget
In  a recent speech, the in 

fluentia l Democratic Senator 
Thomas J. Dodd o f Connecticut 
argued that “ every Presidential 
candidate . . . and congressional 
candidate ought to announce his 
own p la tfo rm , describing his 
general approach, as of the 
moment, to basic issues. A ny  a t
tem pt of a pa rty  convention to 
dictate to a President or a Con
gress concerning constitu tiona l 
responsibilities cannot be coun
tenanced.”

That ought to help Kennedy 
forget his campaign oratory 
about the wonders of the 
Democratic party platform.
However, A r t h u r  K rock, 

Washington po litica l correspon
dent o f the New Y ork  Times, 
called Senator Dodd’s attention 
to the b ind both Kennedy and

N ixon w ould have been in if  
they had not paid at least lip  
service to th e ir p latform s.

N ixon, he declared, had to 
“ compromise”  w ith  Rockefeller 
on the p la tfo rm  in order to get 
the nom ination. Kennedy had to 
w in  'On an early ballo t, and so 
had to make “ pledges”  to cer
tain “ pressure groups”  —  the la 
bor and c iv il-r ig h ts  movements.

K rock supported the general 
line  of Dodd’s speech and called 
his apparent forgetfulness re
garding the key problem  — get
ting  the nom ination — “ a lapse 
from  po litica l realism .”

Dodd rid icu les the idea that 
platform s or campaign promises 
must be observed. He wound up 
his speech thus:

“ The w orst betrayal of trus t 
th a t any President o r Congress

could com m it w ould  be to ac
cept whole hog the convention 
p la tfo rm  of a victorious party  
and to subordinate the  fou r year 
de libera tive  process of the Pres
ident and Congress to the fou r- 
day d ra fting  process of non
elected members of the party  
p la tfo rm  comm ittee.”

K rock  regrets tha t “ the worst 
aspect of the po litica l sham is 
t h a t  Presidentia l candidates 
nearly always feel it necessary 
to com m it themselves to these 
effusions. They generally try  to 
protect th e ir mental reservations 
and the ir group vote invest
ments at the same tim e by m ak
ing th e ir com m itm ents in  gen
eral terms. B u t the end resu lt 
is tha t pub lic estimate of p o li
tica l m o ra lity  drops a few  more 
degrees.”

The same day th a t President 
Eisenhower announced appro
p ria tion  of $1 m illio n  to aid 
“ refugees”  from  Cuban “ s lav
ery,”  Negro spokesmen were en 
route to W ashington to seek fed
eral surplus food fo r fam ilies  
evicted from  Tennessee p lan ta 
tions fo r daring to vote in the 
presidentia l election.

N early  700 fam ilies have been 
subjected to savage economic re 
prisals in Fayette and Haywood 
counties, according to John Mc- 
Ferren, chairm an of the Fayette 
County C iv ic  and W elfare 
League. “ We already have more 
than 350 fam ilies in Fayette 
County alone who have been 
ordered from  th e ir homes',”  Mc- 
Ferren to ld  the New Y o rk  Post 
Dec. 4.

"The people have no place 
to go," he said, "and most of 
them have nothing to eat once 
they're thrown off."
The most acute hardship at 

the moment, he explained, is be
ing caused by the refusal o f lo 
cal dealers to le t Negro fam ilies 
buy bottled or na tu ra l gas fo r 
heating.

In addition, local gasoline d is
tr ib u to rs  have re institu ted  a 
county wide boycott on Negroes 
who voted. McFerren, a m ilita n t 
leader of the r ig h t to  vo te  fight, 
is a re ta il gas dealer and has 
been a p rinc ipa l ta rget of the 
boycott.

I  had the only filling sta
tion in the county where Ne
groes could get gas," he said.

"but I  haven't been able to 
buy one gallon since Oct. 13 
. . . Now many of the Negro 
tenant farmers and farm own
ers I  have been serving are 
unable to run their tractors 
and other equipment to har
vest their crops."
In  add ition  to ev ic ting  share

croppers from  th e ir homes and 
shacks on the plantations, the 
local racists have ben foreclos
ing long-standing mortgages on 
farms, fa rm  equipm ent and 
other p roperty  of Negro land 
owners. Mules, horses and cattle  
of tenant farm ers have been 
seized.

The C iv il R ights d iv is ion  o f 
the Justice D epartm ent has en
tered the situation b u t appears 
content to move w ith  sna il-like  
“ deliberate speed.”

On Dec. 1, the departm ent re 
quested a Mem phis federal 
judge to issue an in ju n c tio n  to 
block the im pending ev ic tion  o f 
some 300 Negro fam ilies  in  Fay
ette county. A  spokesman said 
tha t 39 landowners were p lan 
ning to ev ic t the fam ilies at the 
end of the harvest season or by  
the m iddle o f th is month.

The request fo r an im m ediate 
court order was denied and Dec. 
19 was set as a hearing date on 
a plea fo r a p re lim in a ry  in 
junction.

The Justice D epartm ent in 
dicated no move to press fo r  an 
ea rlie r decision. N or has i t  ta 
ken legal steps of any k in d  in  
Fayette County, where the s itu 
ation is equa lly  acute.

banker, an indus tria l tycoon or 
a stockjobber, the more delicate 
expression w il l  be preferred. I f  
you are a w orke r in the grow ing 
arm y of p a rtia lly  employed or 
to ta lly  unemployed i t  w il l  be 
the la tte r.

L ike  other bad news, the fig 
ures on October unem ploym ent 
were released on ly a fte r the 
elections. “ In October,”  reports 
the Dec. 3 New Y o rk  Times, 
“ the ranks of the jobless in 
creased to 3.579,000 and in N ov
ember the num ber probably in 
creased to w e ll above 4,000,000. 
“ This.”  adds the Times, “ means 
tha t the percentage of the tota l 
labor force looking fo r w ork  is 
close to a post W orld W ar I I  
h igh.”

W hat is a larm ing about th is 
ris ing curve of unem ploym ent is 
tha t October is no rm a lly  a 
month in w hich unemployment 
is low er  than in any other 
month. Unem ploym ent norm al
ly  rises du ring  the w in te r 
months to h it  a peak in Febru
ary. On the basis o f the figures 
released by the D epartm ent of 
Labor, the Dec. 1 C hristian Science

 M onitor, concludes:
"Whichever way business 

goes the next few months the 
absolute amount of men out 
of work w ill probably rise —  
it w ill be highest just when 
Congress meets.

“ By th is com putation,”  the 
M on ito r adds, “ the unem ploy
ment rate in  February w ould  be 
7.6 per cent, or 5,260,000 unem 
ployed. The top of the 1958 re
cession came in August w ith  7.5 
per cent unemployed. In  F ebru 
ary, 1958, there were 5,173,000 
unemployed.”

Hoist Storm Flags

And w ha t are the pundits 
saying about w h ich  way busi
ness w il l  go in  the nex t period? 
According to the N.Y. Times, 
“ W all Street chartists were 
sounding w arnings tha t a pos
sible br eak-through to new 1960 
lows m igh t be in  the m aking,”  
on the stock m arket. “ Watchers 
of the business scene,”  i t  adds, 
“ are no more op tim is tic  than 
most W all S treet circles at pres
ent. They see l it t le  chance that 
there w il l  be a m ajor u p tu rn  in 
the economy before mid-1961. Of 
course,”  says the report w ith  a 
sly d ig at the experts, “ at th is 
tim e last year they saw lit t le  
change tha t there w ould be a 
business decline in 1960, and 
yet i t  has happened.”

There is no reason to believe 
tha t the curren t recession w il l  
have run  its course by mid-1961. 
Contra ry  to the im p lica tion  tha t 
the “ experts”  m igh t be proved 
undu ly  pessim istic about not 
p red icting an up tu rn  before 
mid-1961, the postwar pattern 

( Continued on Page 2)

Jobless Lines 
Grow Longer

Economic Forecasts Indicate 
Recession W ill Grow Worse

B y Tom  K e rry

Is the Am erican economy experiencing a “ moderate 
decline,”  a “ ro llin g  ad justm ent,”  or a p la in  old-fashioned 
recession? I t  a ll depends on who you are! I f  you are a
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To Meet that "Bitter Paradox"“It Is Not Necessary for You 
To Report for Further Duty”

By George B re itman

D ETR O IT  — Gobble, gobble. 
And down w ent the Hearst- 
owned D e tro it Times, latest 
b ig -c ity  v ic tim  o f the dog-eat- 
dog com petition in  the newspa
per business.

The Times was bought (and 
shut down) by the  D e tro it News, 
an “ independent”  paper (mean
ing  i t ’s no t pa rt o f a chain). The 
on ly  o ther D e tro it d a ily  le ft is 
the Free Press,, o f the  K n ig h t 
chain.

So D e tro it is now a tw o-new s
paper c ity . There are on ly  91 of 
these le ft in  the country, and 
on ly  s ix  w ith  three o r more 
papers (New Y ork , Los Angeles, 
Ph iladelphia, Washington, Hous
ton and Boston).

Pious Regrets

The News and Free Press 
pr in ted pious regrets about “ the 
passing o f a great newspaper.”  
(They had been try in g  the ir  
best to  make it — and each other 
—  “ pass”  long before th is.) Then 
they dug in  fo r a c ircu la tion  w ar 
over the Tim es’ readers and ad
vertisers.

The passing o f the Times was, 
as they say in  the death notices, 
“ sudden.”

Three o’clock in  the m orn ing 
o f Nov. 7 most o f the Times’ em
ployees were awakened by a r
r iv a l o f a te legram  tha t said: 

" It is with deep regret that 
the management of the De
troit Times must inform you 
of termination of your ser
vices as of the opening of 
business on Nov. 7, 1960. It  is 
not necessary for you to re
port for further duty."
L a te r tha t day a T im es’ w o rk 

er to ld  me he had thought he 
was the on ly  one being la id  off, 
and wondered w hy. He d idn ’t 
f in d  out about the w hole paper 
closing down u n til he tu rned on 
the radio.

( Continued from  Page 1)
in the boom-recession cycle te lls 
a d iffe ren t story.

The im m ediate postwar boom 
ended in the recession of 1949. 
The recession o f 1949 ended w ith  
the w ar in Korea w hich brought 
a period of “ p rosperity ”  th a t

Calendar 
Of Events

D ETR O IT  
Friday, Dec. 16, 8 p.m —  Hear 

tape (and ta lk ) on San Francisco 
student dem onstration against 
House U n-Am erican A c tiv it ie s  
Committee. Ausp. Friday Night 
Socialist Forum.

Saturday, Dec. 31, 9 p.m.— 
New Year’s Eve party.

Both at Debs H a ll, 3737 Wood
ward.

•
NEW  YORK

A  review  of C. W rig h t M ills ’ 
book on the Cuban revo lu tion , 
"Listen, Yankee." Guest speaker 
from  the Fair Play for Cuba 
Committee. Friday, Dec. 16, 8 
p.m. M ilita n t Forum , 116 U ni
v e r s i t y  Place (O ff U nion 
Square). C ontrib . 50 cents.

•
P H ILA D E L P H IA  

Xmas Bazaar and Social. Sat
urday, Dec. 17, from  6 p.m. 
Love ly  g ifts  and cards. Socialist 
W orkers Party. 1303 W. Girard  
Ave.

•
T W IN  C IT IES  

What About Cuba: Eye w it
ness Reports. Speakers, Jack 
Barnes and George Tselos, stu 
dents, Carleton College, and 
Jacqueline Mims, office w orker. 
Slides and panel discussion. 
F riday, Dec. 16, 8:15 p.m. 704 
Hennepin Ave., H a ll 240. Con
tr ib . 50 cents. Ausp. Twin Cities 
Labor Forum.

B O S T O N
B oston L a b o r  F o ru m , 295 H u n t in g 

ton A v e ., R oom  200.
• C H IC A G O  

S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a rty , 302 So uth  
C a n a l S t., Room  210 . W E  9 -5 0 4 4 .

C L E V E L A N D  
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  55 11 E u c lid  

A v e .. Room  2(13.
D E N V E R

M il ita n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 122 7 C a li 
fo rn ia . M a in 3 -0 9 9 3 . F o r la b o r and  
so c ia lis t bo o ks  In te rn a tio n a l Book  
E xchange , 122 714 C a lifo rn ia . O pen 5 :30  
p .m . to  8 p .m . M on. th ro u g h  F r i.

D E T R O IT  
Eugene V . Debs H a ll ,  3737  W o o d 

w ard . T E m p le  1 -6135 .
LO S  A N G E L E S  

F o ru m  H a ll  an d  M o d e rn  B ook Shop, 
S o c ia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty ,  1702 E a s t  
F o u rth  S t. A N  9 -4 9 5 3  o r W E  5 -9 2 3 8 .  
O pen 12 noon — 5 p .m . d a ily , S a t. 9 
a .m . —  5 p .m .

M IL W A U K E E  
150 E a s t Ju n eau  A v e .

I t ’s th is aspect o f the shu t
down tha t has aroused the most 
comment. The M ichigan Catho
lic, fo r example, was especially 
incensed tha t the Times 1,400 
w orkers w ere separated from  
the ir jobs “ in  the m idd le  o f the 
n igh t w ith o u t w arn ing ,”  and 
said in  an ind ignan t ed ito ria l: 

"In  conscience, we cannot 
stand by silently and watch 
such inhuman treatment of 
men and women . . . Their 
employer's method of firing 
we might have expected of 
the Soviet Union. Not in these 
United States! Not in Detroit! 
The dignity of the human per
son is still inviolable."

I t ’s true  tha t losing you r job  
w ithou t advance w arn ing  is hu 
m ilia tin g  as w e ll as pa in fu l. (I 
once had a s im ila r experience 
on a big newspaper, being n o ti
fied by phone in  the m idd le  o f a 
one-week vacation th a t I was 
laid o ff as o f the end o f m y va
cation.)

The Main In jury

But the tim in g  and lack of 
advance notice are on ly  insult 
added to in ju ry  — the m ain in 
ju ry  fo r  most w orkers is the 
loss o f the job  around w hich 
th e ir lives are planned.

There’s on ly  one explanation 
I  can offer fo r the M ichigan 
Catholic's statement tha t it 
“ cannot stand by s ile n tly  and 
watch such inhum an treatm ent 
o f men and women.”  T he ir ed i
tors must be shutting  th e ir 
eyes.

Otherwise they would know 
very well that — right here 
in the United States, right 
here in Detroit — no day ever 
goes by that workers, some
times thousands of them 
aren't laid off without any 
consultation. They may get a 
few day s' notice, but are 
never given any voice or vote 
in their dismissal.

lasted almost fo u r years, from  
1950 to 1953.

This was fo llow ed by the re 
cession of 1953-54. Then another 
period of “ p rosperity”  —  this 
one, from  1953-57, shorter by ap
p rox im a te ly  one year than the 
previous boom. B y  1958 the 
economy was in the throes of 
another recession from  w hich it 
emerged on ly in  the m idd le  of 
1959. Then another “ boom,”  th is 
one o f even shorter duration, 
from  mid-1959 to mid-1960, lead
ing in to  the cu rren t economic 
dow nturn.

The trend revealed by the 
pattern of postwar economic 
movement is that of ever 
shorter periods of "prosper
ity" larded w ith deeper-going 
and longer-lasting recessions.
Thus, the leve l of unem ploy

ment estimated fo r the “ begin
n ing ”  of the 1961 recession is 
higher than the unem ploym ent 
peak o f the 1958 recession — the 
most severe since the end of the 
war.

A ll o f the figures cited above 
are taken from  o ffic ia l statistics 
of the U.S. D epartm ent of Labor 
w hich are often misleading. 
O nly those are considered un 
employed who are judged to be 
in the labor m arket. Those 
whose unem ploym ent compen
sation has expired or who, fo r 
one reason o r another, are in 
e lig ib le  fo r compensation are 
not listed in the g o v e rn m e n t’s 
statistics. N or are those inc lud 
ed who have been “ fu rloughed”  
fo r tem porar y periods and are 
aw a iting  recall, etc., etc.

Problem for Unions
A ll economic indicators show 

tha t the economy is in another 
tail spin. These recurring  reces
sions b ring  great hardship to 
m illions  of Am erican w orkers 
and th e ir fam ilies. I t  is incum 
bent upon the leaders o f the 
Am erican labor movement to 
take prom pt and effective action 
to b ring  re lie f through the pow 
er of the organized trade unions 
which they head.

The A F L -C IO  tops were con-

M 1 N N E A P O L 1 S  
S o cia lis t W o rk e rs  P a r ty  and  L ab o r  

Book S tore , 704 H e n n ep in  A v e ., H a ll  
40 F e d e ra l 2 -7 7 8 I

N E W A R K  
N e w a rk  L a b o r F o ru m . Box  361 

N e w a rk  N . J.

N E W  Y O R K  C IT Y  
M il ita n t  L a b o r  F o ru m , 116 U n iv e rs ity  

Place. A L  5 -7 8 5 2 .

O A K L A N D  - B E R K E L E Y  
P.O . Box 3 4 1  B e rk e le y  , C a lif.

P H IL A D E L P H IA  
M il ita n t  L a b o r F o ru m  a n d  S o cia lis t 

W o rk e rs  P a r ty , 1303 W . G ira rd  A ve. 
L e c tu re s  and  discuss ions e v e ry  S a tu r 
day . 8 P .M .. fo llo w ed  b y  open house  
C a ll PO  3 -5 8 2 0 .

S A N  F R A N C IS C O  
T h e  M il ita n t ,  1145 P o lk  S t., R o om  4 

Sat. 11 A .M . to  3 P .M . Phone P R  6- 
7296; i f  no an s w er, V A  4 -2 3 2 1 .

S E A T T L E  
1412— 18th  A v en u e . E A  5 -0 1 9 1 . Library

, b o o ksto re .

Isn ’t i t  a fact tha t th is was 
going on in  the U nited States 
long before the Soviet Union 
was created (w hatever they do 
there)?

Isn’t it  a fact th a t i t  w ould 
continue to go on here even i f  
the Soviet U nion sank in to  the 
center of the earth?

Isn't it one of the basic fea
tures of "the American way of 
life" that the workers have no 
right to a job and that em
ployers can close down and 
throw them out onto the street 
whenever they feel it is un
profitable to continue operat
ing?

W hat cloud do the editors of 
the M ichigan Catholic live  on? 
They can ha rd ly  be liv in g  in  the 
same jung le  as hundreds of 
thousands o f M ichigan w orkers 
who are jobless through no fa u lt 
o f th e ir own, whose layoffs are 
just as callous as those o f the 
Tim es’ workers.

Employers Notified

Hum an d ign ity , everyone w i l l  
agree ought to be invio lable. 
But un fo rtuna te ly  i t  is being 
vio la ted a ll the time.

The on ly w ay to stop i t  is by 
m aking  a big change —  by re 
organizing the economy so tha t 
i t  serves human needs and h u 
man d ign ity , not p ro fits  and 
p ro fit-m ak ing .

Among other things, th is  w il l  
inc lude governm ent ownership 
and w orkers ’ democratic control 
of industry  —  tha t is, tak ing  the 
ownership and contro l o f indus
tr y  out of the hands of the em
ployers who now mismanage 
them fo r th e ir own selfish and 
narrow  interests.

Le t th is  serve as notice to the 
employers —  in  the m idd le  of 
the day and w ith  due w arn ing  
— tha t th a t’s w ha t is going to 
happen. In  these U nited States. 
In  D etro it.

strained to act in the previous 
recession when they fin a lly  ca ll
ed a na tionw ide unem ploym ent 
conference in Washington on 
A p r il 8, 1959 tow ard the ta il end 
of the economic dow nturn . W ith  
a Republican adm in is tra tion  
and a Democratic Congress, both  
were able to pass the buck. 
Lyndon B. Johnson, spokesman 
fo r the Dem ocratic m a jo rity  in  
Congress, appeared at the con
ference and scuttled any effec
tive  action by setting up a “ fac t
find ing commission to study the 
problem  of unem ploym ent and 
recommend a solution w ith in  60 
days.”

That was almost tw o years 
ago. So fa r as we know  the “ fact- 
find ing  commission”  petered out 
w ith  the beginning o f the eco
nomic upturn. The Democrats 
w il l  now contro l both the ad
m in is tra tion  and Congress. The 
la b o r leaders cla im  tha t th e ir 
support was decisive in the elec
tion  of the Kennedy-Johnson 
ticke t. President-elect Kennedy 
has proclaim ed the “ firs t 100 
days”  of his adm in is tra tion  as 
the key to the fu tu re  destiny of 
the country and its people.

W hat better w ay to make 
know n to the incom ing adm inis
tra tion  the needs of the A m e ri
can w orkers than fo r the A F L - 
CIO heads to call a rank-and- 
file  conference in Washington 
fo r the purpose of fo rm u la ting  
a l is t o f demands to be present
ed to the W h ite  House and Con
gress dealing w ith  the problems 
of job  security, unem ploym ent 
compensation, health insurance, 
old age pensions, etc., etc.? Such 
demands could provide the K en
nedy adm in istra tion  w ith  a 
guide to the k ind  o f legislation 
his labor supporters required to 
help round out his crucia l “ firs t 
100 days”  in office.

Immediate Demands

Am ong such demands, the 
most pressing should deal w ith  
im m ediate solutions fo r the 
problem  of grow ing unem ploy
ment. We w ould suggest the 
fo llow ing :

(1) F o r a reduction in the 
hours of w o rk  w ith  no reduction 
in pay. Hours of w o rk  should be 
reduced so tha t a ll those w illin g  
and able to w ork  can find employment

 at trade-union wages. 
This idea is embodied in the 
union demand of “ 30 fo r 40.” 
T h ir ty  hours o f w o rk  per week 
fo r 40 hours pay.

(2) For unem ploym ent compensation
 at trade-un ion wages 

fo r the fu l l  period o f unem ploy
ment. B ig  business receives gov
ernm ent subsidies in  many 
forms to m ainta in  its profits. 
W orkers unemployed through 
no fa u lt o f the ir own are en
title d  to fu l l  compensation fo r 
the entire  period of th e ir unem 
ploym ent.

(3) For compulsory federal 
unem ploym ent - compensation 
standards set at trade-union 
wage levels. A l l  res tric tive  cov
erage and e lig ib il ity  qua lifica
tions should be removed by fed 
era l statute.

B y Cyrus Thomas

The w eekly union newspaper 
Labor, devotes the lead artic le  
in  its Dec. 3 issue, to a report 
on the economic state o f the na
tion. The opening paragraph as
serts;

“ Latest reports on Am erica ’s 
economy show a paradox —: a 
continu ing  weakness in jobs 
and output, on the one hand, 
bu t a sharp rise in the cost of 
liv in g  on the other.”

A fte r c iting  the facts of the 
current economic dow n tu rn— 
grow ing unem ploym ent due to 
business recession coupled w ith  
a rise in  the cos t-o f-liv ing  in 
dex to a record high — the 
artic le  concludes:

"Thus America faces once 
again a bitter paradox: ample 
supplies of raw materials, 
great numbers of idle or un
der-used machines, millions 
of willing but idle workers 
and —  at the same time —  
vast unmet needs."
W ebster’s. In te rna tiona l D ic 

tiona ry  defines “ paradox”  as 
“ something seemingly contra
d ic to ry  or opposed to common 
sense bu t tha t may yet be true 
in  fact.”  This seeming paradox 
o f grow ing w a n t. in  the m idst 
o f po ten tia l p len ty  has long 
been a perm anent feature of the 
cap ita lis t system o f production 
and d is tribu tion  in its period 
of decline.

At the Heart

In  fact, i t  is th is “ paradox”  
w hich lies at the heart of the 
cap ita lis t mode o f production, 
which dooms the system of p r i
vate ownership of the means of 
production and exchange and 
makes inev itab le  the final v ic 
to ry  o f socialism on a .world 
scale. A ll  genuine M arxists be
lieve in the h istorica l in e v ita 
b il i ty  of socialism and are con
vinced tha t there is no fina l 
resolution of the cap ita lis t 
“ paradox”  short o f the abo li
tion  o f the p ro fit system and the 
establishm ent of a socialist so
ciety.

However, the vast majority 
of the American working class 
are not convinced of these 
truths. They believe that 
their needs can be met within  
the framework of the so- 
called "free enterprise" sys
tem, prim arily through the 
instrumentality of their trade 
unions. How to meet this 
problem?
There are some socialists who 

consider i t  incorrect fo r M a rx 
ists to advocate “ trade un ion”  
demands —  or any demands 
short of socialism —  w h ich  they 
stigm atize as “ re form ism .”  I 
was amused, fo r example, to 
read in the Nov. 12 issue o f the 
W eekly People, organ o f the 
Socialist Labor party , tha t the 
“ re fo rm is t T ro tskyis ts”  had v ir 
tu a lly  p lagiarized the demand 
fo r an “ escalator clause”  in  the 
union contract from  Charles E. 
W ilson, fo rm er head o f General 
Motors.

Not Stolen

No, the demand fo r cost-of- 
l iv in g  clause was not stolen 
from  the arsenal of the class 
enemy, i t  appeared o rig in a lly  
in  the proceedings of the Found
ing  Conference o f the Fourth  
In te rna tiona l, published in  th is 
country by the Socialist W ork 
ers p a rty  in  January 1939—nine 
years before the U nited A u to 
m obile W orkers union won the 
escalator clause from  General 
Motors.

The Founding Conference met 
in  1938 and adopted a “ trans i
tiona l program ”  which, w ith  
some modifications, is the basic 
program  o f the Socialist W o rk 
ers pa rty  today. (A va ilab le  
from  Pioneer Publishers, 116 
U n ive rs ity  Place, New Y o rk  3, 
N.Y.) O f the various demands 
in  the trans ition  program, the 
ones tha t concern us here ap
pear as a separate section un
der the heading: S lid ing  Scale 
of Wages and S lid ing  Scale of 
Hours.

The section on the s lid ing  
scale o f wages and hours p in 
points the “ tw o basic economic 
afflic tions, in  w hich is sum
marized the increasing absurd ity 
of the cap ita lis t system: that is 
unemployment and high prices, 
[w h ich ] demand generalized 
slogans and m e t h o d s  of 
struggle.”

This was written 22 years 
ago. The author was Leon 
Trotsky. I t  seems that our 
present "paradox" was not 
unknown then and was taken 
into account when form ulat
ing the transition program 
embodying the "generalized 
s l o g a n s  and methods of 
struggle."

Form ulated one year before 
the outbreak of W orld  W ar II , 
the trans ition  program warned 
that: “ Against a bounding rise 
in  prices, - w hich w ith  the ap
proach o f w ar w il l  assume an 
ever more unbrid led  character, 
one can on ly  figh t under the 
slogan of a sliding scale of 
wages. This means tha t collec
tive  agreements should assure 
an autom atic rise in  wages in 
re la tion  to the increase in  prices 
of consumers goods.”

The demand fo r a s lid ing  scale 
o f wages became know n in  th is 
coun try  as the “ escalator”  or 
“ cos t-o f-liv ing ”  clause. I t  was

incorporated in  a num ber o f 
union contracts and has since 
become one o f the m a jo r targets 
o f the corporations in  th e ir a t
tem pt to slash the workers 
standard of liv ing . (We w il l  go 
in to  the question of the escala
to r clause in  greater detail la ter 
in th is artic le.)

On the m atter of the struggle 
a g a i n s t  unem ploym ent the 
trans ition  program affirm s:

“ Under the menace o f its own 
d is integration, the p ro le ta ria t 
cannot perm it the transform a
tion  of an increasing section of 
the w orkers in to  chron ica lly  
unemployed paupers, liv in g  off 
the slops of a crum b ling  so
ciety. The right to employment 
is the on ly  serious r ig h t le ft to 
the w orke r in  a society based on 
exp lo ita tion . This r ig h t today 
is being shorn from  h im  at 
every step. Against unem ploy
ment, ‘s tru c tu ra l’ as w e ll as 
‘conjunctional,’ the tim e  is ripe 
to advance along w ith  the 
slogan o f pub lic  works, the slo
gan of a sliding scale of hours.

“ Trade unions and other mass 
organizations should b ind the 
w orkers and the unemployed 
together in  the so lida rity  of m u
tua l responsib ility . On th is 
basis, a ll the w o rk  on hand 
w ould  then be d iv ided among 
a ll existing w orkers in  accord
ance w ith  how the extent of the 
w o rk ing  week is defined. The 
average wage o f every w orker 
remains the same as i t  was un 
der the old w o rk ing  week. 
Wages, under a s tr ic t ly  guar
anteed minimum, w ould fo llow  
the movem ent o f prices. I t  is 
impossible to accept any other 
program fo r the present catas
troph ic  period.”

Answers Objections

A n tic ip a tin g  the usual objec
tions, the trans ition  program 
added: “ P roperty  owners and 
th e ir lawyers w il l  prove the 
'u n re a liza b ility ’ of these de
mands. S m a l l e r ,  especially 
ru ined capitalists, in  add ition  
w il l  re fe r to the ir account 
ledgers. - The w orkers cate
gorica lly  denounce such conclu
sions and references. The ques
tion  is not one of a ‘norm al’ co l
lision between opposed m ateria l 
interests. The question is one 
o f guarding the p ro le ta ria t from  
decay, dem oralization and ru in . 
The question is one o f life  or 
death of the on ly  creative and 
progressive class, and .by that 
token o f the fu tu re  of m ankind.

" If  capitalism is incapable 
of satisfying the demands, 
inevitably arising from the  
calamities generated by itself, 
then let it perish. Realiza
bility ' or 'unrealizability' are 
in the given instance a ques
tion of the relationship of 
forces, which can be decided 
only by the struggle. By 
means of this struggle, no 
matter what its immediate 
practical success may be, the 
workers w ill best come to 
understand the necessity of 
liquidating capitalist slavery."
The last sentence sums up 

the essence of the trans ition  
program — to m obilize the 
w orkers in  struggle around de
mands tha t meet th e ir needs 
w ith  the knowledge th a t in  the 
course o f st ruggle fo r such de
mands they w il l  come to recog
nize the “ necessity o f liq u id a t
ing cap ita lis t s lavery.”  I t  is 
th is th a t distinguishes the tran 
s ition demands from  the so- 
called “ im m ediate”  demands of 
the re form ist socialists.

That the demand fo r a s lid ing 
scale o f wages and hours meets 
the needs o f the workers is a t
tested to by the experience o f 
the struggle. The in fla tiona ry  
price sp ira l has registered an a l
most constant increase in  the 
cost o f liv in g  over the past tw o 
decades. Wage increases won in  
the course o f b itte r s trike  
struggle were soon dissipated 
by ris ing  prices and increased 
liv in g  costs.

Like the character in Alice 
in Wonderland, the workers 
had to run faster and faster 
in order to keep standing still 
— or even losing ground in the 
race with the cost of living.

This gave rise to the demand 
fo r a cos t-o f-liv ing  clause in
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the union contract. The escala
to r clause was pegged to the 
changes recorded in the cost of 
liv in g  statistics compiled in  the 
Consumers Price Index. W hile  
the change could go up or down, 
it is a m atte r of h is torica l fact 
tha t w ith  insign ificant exception 
there has been an un in te rrup ted  
accum ulation o f escalator wage 
increases under those union con
tracts conta in ing the clause.

Campaign Against Clause

Beginning w ith  the last steel 
s tr ike  the employers and the ir 
pen prostitu tes have waged an 
un rem itting  campaign against 
the escalator clause charging 
that i t  was one o f the p rim a ry  
causes of in fla tion. This is sheer 
nonsense.

Wage increases under the 
escalator clause come on ly  
AFTER  the Consumers Price 
Index has registered a s ig n if
icant rise in  the cost of liv ing .

Yet the profit-gouging steel 
magnates were able to emascu
late the un ion  cost-o f-liv ing  
clause and deprive the steel 
workers of a 3-cent hou rly  wage 
increase w h ich  w ould  have been 
due under the old escalator 
clause on December 1, 1960. In  
the recent s tr ike  at General 
E lectric the m a jo r demand of 
the corporation was the e li
m ination  o f the escalator clause 
from  the union contract. The 
union was compelled to su r
render the clause when the 
s tr ike  was defeated.

This drive to scuttle the 
escalator clause is part of a 
deliberate campaign by big 
business to slash the American 
workers' standard of living.

M eanw hile the cost of liv in g  
continues to rise. The Con
sumer Price Index rose 0.4 per
cent in  October to reach a rec
ord peak and the trend is s till 
up. The s lid ing  scale o f wages, 
more popu la rly  know n as the 
escalator clause, remains the 
best defense of the workers 
standard o f liv in g  against con
s ta n tly  ris ing  liv in g  costs.

Workers Squeezed Out

U nem ploym ent is the scourge 
o f the cap ita lis t “ paradox.” 
Since the end of W orld W ar I I  
th is country has gone through 
a series o f boom-recession cycles 
in  each of w hich the problem  of 
unem ploym ent has become more 
acute. The rise in  “ conjunc
tu ra l”  unem ploym ent has been 
p a r a l l e l e d  by an increase 
in  “ s tru c tu ra l”  unemployment. 
That is, the increased tempo of 
autom ation and mechanization, 
is squeezing m illions  of workers 
ou t o f the productive mechanism

 and creating a problem  of 
chronic unemployment.

W hat is the answer? John L. 
Lewis, w ith  his custom ary can
dor, summed up the p reva iling  
v iew  o f the Am erican union 
leaders in  his re to rt to an in te r
v iew er on autom ation 
mechanization unem ploym ent: Fewer
jobs, at better pay. Under th is 
philosophy the num ber of coal 
m iners has been more than 
halved w h ile  coal production 
has risen.

Longshoremen Too

- The same philosophy was ad
vocated recently  by leaders of 
the Pacific Coast In te rna tiona l 
Longshoremen’s and Warehouse
men’s Union who, in  exchange 
fo r rem oving a ll curbs on 
w a te rfron t autom ation 
mechanization, advocated the setting up 
of a special fund  to recompense 
the reduced num ber o f long
shoremen tha t w ould be re 
qu ired to handle cargo. A  s im 
ila r  p lan has been prom oted by 
the leaders o f the In te rna tiona l 
Longshoremen’s Association on 
the East Coast.

The tendency is fo r few er 
w orkers to produce more in  less 
time. The tra d itio n a l demand
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of the Am erican labor move
ment when confronted w ith  the 
problem  o f grow ing unem ploy
m ent is fo r the shorter w o rk  
week at no reduction in  pay. 
W hile  the labor leaders give lip  
service to the demand fo r a 
shorter w o rk  week they take 
the “ easy w ay ou t”  by adapt
ing themselves to the Lew is 
fo rm ula : Fewer jobs a t be tte r 
pay.

This short-sighted policy 
can only serve to divide the 
working class, embitter the 
unemployed and play into the 
hands of t he union-busting 
employers.

The problem  o f g row ing un 
employment, both con junctura l 
and structu ra l, can be seriously 
tackled on ly  through the de
mand fo r the s lid ing  scale of 
hours — o r as popu la rly  ex
pressed, the demand fo r 30 
hours w o rk  at 40 hours pay.

W ill It  Work?

“ W hat,”  we are sometimes 
asked, “ w ould happen i f  the 
hours of w o rk  were reduced to 
30 and there was s ti l l  a problem 
of unem ploym ent?”

The demand fo r  a s lid ing  
scale o f hours is not pegged to 
any g iven num ber of hours but 
to the needs o f the workers. 
“ The r ig h t to em ploym ent,” 
is ostensibly embodied in the 
F u ll Em ploym ent A c t of 1946

A d v e rtis e m e n t

T H E  P O W E R  E L IT E ,  b y  C.
W r ig h t  M ills . A  s tu d y  o f th e  s tru c 
tu re  o f o u r  so c ie ty . P a p e r, specia l 
$ 1.

T H E  B E N D IN G  C R O S S , b y  R a y
G in g er. A  b io g ra p h y  o f E u gene V .  
Debs. C lo th , $1 .75 .

A M E R IC A N  F R E E D O M  A N D  
C A T H O L IC  P O W E R , b y  P a u l B lan s -  
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H e rb e r t  M arcu se . H e g e l and  the  
rise o f soc ia l th e o ry . P a p er, $2 .45 .

B L A C K  M O S E S , b y  C r^n o n . B io 
g ra p h y  o f M a rc u s  G a rv e y . P a p er, 
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N E W  L IG H T  O N  T H E  M O S T  
A N C IE N T  E A S T , b y  V . G ordon  
C h ilde. P a p er, $1 .95 .
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Jam es F ra ze r . T h e  c lass ic  w o rk  
ab o u t the  m y th s , re lig io n s , m a g ic a l 
and  r itu a l  p ra c tic e s  o f o u r an c es 
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T H E  L E T T E R S  O F  S A C C O  A N D  
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adopted du ring  the Trum an ad
m in is tra tion . The num ber of  
hours required to absorb a ll 
unemployed w orkers can be 
easily determ ined.

W ritin g  on th is problem  in 
the A p r il 13, 1959 New Leader, 
the labor economist W. S. W oy- 
tinsky, observed tha t “ the last 
cutback in  hours of w o rk  was 
effected du ring  the Great De
pression w hen pa rt-tim e  w ork , 
40 hours a week instead o f 44-48 
hours, became a common prac
tice. A  measure o rig in a lly  taken 
as a sharing -w ork emergency 
arrangem ent was la te r legalized 
as a new fair, labor-practice 
standard. Since tha t tim e ve ry  
l it t le  has been done to adjust 
hours o f w o rk  to changing eco
nomic and technological con
d itions.”

The b itte r paradox o f A m e ri
can capita lism  — grow ing un 
employm ent, id le  p lan t and id le 
labor in the m idst of “ vast un 
met needs,”  w h ile  the cost o f 
l iv in g  continues to soar, can be 
com bated  effective ly  on ly under 
such demands as serve to un ite  
the w orkers in action against 
the ow ning class.

No more effective demands 
have ye t been devised to spark 
the struggle than the s lid ing  
scale of wages and hours— the 
escalator clause in  each un ion 
contract and the figh t fo r  the 
30-hour week at 40 hours pay.
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Another Such Victory
W hat is a p la tfo rm  prom ise w orth? 

N o t much, according to an inside story by 
co lum nist A r th u r  K rock, dean of Wash
ington correspondents, in  the New Y o rk  
Times of Dec. 6.

I t  seems th a t Senator C la rk  o f Penn
sylvania has been demanding tha t Senate 
com m ittee chairm en who fa iled  to support 
the Dem ocratic pa rty  p la tfo rm  or ticke t be 
demoted regardless of sen iority . C la rk ’s 
im m ediate target was Senator B y rd  of V ir 
g inia, D ix ie c ra t head of the pow erfu l Sen
a te  Finance Committee, who strong ly  op
posed the Dem ocratic p a rty  p la tfo rm  
pledge to “ repeal the authoriza tion  fo r 
‘r ig h t to  w o rk ’ laws.”

“ B u t,”  says K rock, C la rk ’s shot at 
B y rd  “ ricocheted to land w ith  m uch more 
im pact on President-elect Kennedy and 
Vice President-elect Johnson. I t  develops 
th a t both have given assurance they do 
not in tend to  assist those Democrats who 
w i l l  a ttem pt to redeem one of the m a jo r 
pledges in  the Los Angeles p la tfo rm  tha t 
B y rd  denounced.”  The pledge was to 
amend the T a ft-H a rtle y  A c t to make state 
“ r ig h t-to -w o rk ”  statutes illega l.

K rock  goes on to rem ark: “ V irg in ia  is 
one of the seventeen states w ith  ‘r i g h t  
to work’ laws, and Senator B y rd ’s announce
m ent tha t he w ou ld  resist th is  repeal by 
Congress was w e ll know n to Senators 
Kennedy and Johnson when, at Senator 
K ennedy’s suggestion, they called on h im , 
a fte r th e ir  nom inations by the nationa l 
pa rty  convention, to en lis t his campaign 
support. He [B y rd ] reviewed his dissent 
to a num ber of p la tfo rm  pledges, notab ly

the one quoted above. Senator Kennedy, 
w ith  the concurrence o f his runn ing  m ate  
and in  the presence also o f Senator Smath- 
ers of F lo rida , then in fo rm ed B y rd  tha t 
the A d m in is tra tio n  w ould  no t include the 
repeal in its  leg is la tive  program .”

A r th u r  K rock  is no keyhole co lum nist 
fo r some p rov inc ia l newspaper. As dean 
o f the New Y o rk  Times W ashington staff 
his p ipelines reach in to  the top circles of 
governm ent. H is  disclosure of the shell 
game played by Kennedy and Johnson 
cannot be lig h t ly  brushed aside or ignored. 
In  essence, w ha t K ro c k ’s reve la tion  dis
closes is tha t both Kennedy and Johnson 
made a cyn ica l com m itm ent to the D ix ie
crats im m edia te ly  fo llo w in g  th e ir  nom in
ation by the Dem ocratic p a rty  convention, 
a com m itm ent to  scuttle  the p la tfo rm  
pledge to repeal T a ft-H a rtle y  authoriza tion  
fo r  State “ r ig h t-to -w o rk ”  laws.

Both  Dem ocratic p a rty  candidates 
w ent th rough the en tire  election campaign 
beating th e ir  breasts over th e ir  firm  ad
herence to every p la tfo rm  promise. The 
labor lieutenants of the Dem ocratic pa rty  
used the “ r ig h t-to -w o rk ”  p la tfo rm  repeal 
pledge to ra lly  th e ir  members to w ork, 
g ive and vote fo r these two-faced “ friends.”

W hen the unions were h it  last year 
w ith  the K enned y-Land rum -G riffin  law, 
George Meany, head of the A F L -C IO  re
m arked about the 1958 “ labor v ic to ry ” 
w h ich  re tu rned the Democrats as a large 
m a jo r ity  in  both houses of Congress: A n 
other such v ic to ry  and w e’l l  be finished.

I t  looks like  the “ labor statesmen” 
have gone and done i t  again!

That "Total Vote" Mystery
I t  isn ’t  easy fo r an organization tha t 

calls itse lf “ socia list”  to support the an ti
labor candidates of the Dem ocratic party. 
This is illu s tra ted  by the gymnastics of the 
Socialist P a rty  — Social Dem ocratic Fed
eration w h ich  d id n ’t  get around to backing 
Kennedy u n t il a fte r the election was over.

Before the election, the SP-SDF said 
i t  had decided not to run  a presidentia l 
candidate because i t  d id n ’t  w an t to alienate 
its  “ fr iends”  in  the labor and lib e ra l move
m ent who were m is taken ly  com m itted to 
the Democrats.

The Nov. 1 issue of New Am erica, o f
fic ia l voice of the SP-SDF, even took a 
c r it ica l a ttitude  tow ard Kennedy. I t  re
ported tha t W illa rd  Shelton, managing 
ed ito r of the A F L-C IO  News, had exposed 
a deal between the Kennedy machine and 
the D ixiecrats.

New Am erica  s te rn ly  declared: “ In  
short, i f  Shelton’s report is accurate (and 
com ing from  a supporter of the Dem ocratic 
ticke t, i t  w ou ld  be shocking i f  i t  were not), 
the Kennedy forces have made a deal 
w h ich  guts every serious promise of the 
New F ro n tie r.”

The same issue of New Am erica  was

curious ly  evasive on the  sim ple issue of 
whom  to vote fo r. A n  e d ito ria l stated: 
“ N EW  A M E R IC A  advocates a to ta l vote 
fo r peace, C iv il R ights and p o lit ica l re 
a lignm ent.”  I t  d id  not say w h ich  lever to 
use in  the vo ting  booth to cast tha t “ to ta l 
vote.”

The m yste ry  was cleared up a fte r the 
election. A  Dec. 1 New Am erica  ed ito ria l 
proclaim s tha t the h a ir- lin e  Dem ocratic 
v ic to ry  fu l ly  v ind ica ted the SP-SDF de
cision not to run  a candidate since such a 
candidate could have taken enough votes 
away from  Kennedy to defeat h im .

“ Though we are basically c r it ic a l of 
the Dem ocratic pa rty  . . . we do not regard 
the Democrats as ‘ju s t ’ another P arty , as 
the sim ple Tweedledum to the Republican 
Tweedledee,”  the ed ito ria l says.

I t  continues: “ In  the days to  come we 
w i l l  be w o rk in g  w ith  the libera ls  in  the 
Dem ocratic p a rty  on a host, o f issues like  
C iv il R ights, trade union legislation, and 
peace.”

We wonder how those who jo ined the 
SP-SDF because they wanted to w o rk  fo r 
socialism feel now tha t they know  th a t the 
“ to ta l vo te”  position re a lly  m eant post
election w o rk  in  the Dem ocratic party?

"First 100 Days"
As President-elect K ennedy’s inauguration 

draws closer and closer, the b rig h t prom ise of 
candidate Kennedy’s h is to ric  “ f irs t 100 days”  
grows d im m er and dim m er.

The pledge of rap id  and dynam ic action 
sought to rev ive  in  voters’ m inds the legend 
o f Roosevelt’s “ firs t 100 days”  w hen the skeletal 
fram ew ork  o f the New Deal was fabricated fo r 
the social leg is la tion tha t fo llow ed.

The b rig h t young men in  the Kennedy 
stable have had second thoughts. As reported 
in  the Dec. 7 W a ll S treet Journa l:

“ They are gearing instead fo r a long, hard 
pu ll. The estimate now  is th a t the  incom ing 
adm in is tra tion  can reach its  peak o f pow er and 
ve loc ity  on ly  a fte r the 1962 Congressional elec
tions, o r perhaps not u n til M r. K ennedy’s 
second te rm  in  the  W hite  House —  i f  he’s 
re-elected.

Polaris Brinkmanship
Pentagon propagandists are boasting 

tha t the P o la ris -carry ing  subm arine is the 
u ltim a te  weapon — able to sneak unde
tected to the shores of the Soviet Union 
and there on behalf of the “ free w o r ld ” 
de live r H-bombs on target w ith  a destruc
tive  power tw ice  th a t o f a ll the bombs 
dropped by a ll belligerents in  W orld  W ar 
II .

The New Statesman, a B ritis h  weekly, 
calls a tten tion  in  its Nov. 5 issue to some 
flaws in  the boasts:

(1) Soviet m issile capacity is fa r  ahead 
of the U.S. Soviet missiles are accurate 
and e ithe r now or shortly  can knock out 
Am erican nuclear and in d u s tr ia l com plex
es in  case of war.

(2) The Polaris “ is a p r im itiv e  weapon. 
Its  m arg in  of e rro r is so great th a t i t  is 
pointless to zero i t  on Soviet nuclear bases: 
i t  can be used only fo r the ind iscrim ina te  
destruction of Soviet popula tion centers.”  
Consequently, B r ita in  can expect “ re ta li
a tion on a comparable scale”  i f  the pig- 
boats are harbored in  B ritis h  waters.

(3) There is no guarantee th a t e ither 
the B ritish  or Am erican governments w i l l  
be consulted before the H-bombs are fired. 
“ A d m ira l R ickover . . . has h im se lf adm it
ted tha t a Polaris subm arine commander 
can lose complete contact w ith  base (le t 
alone W ashington and London) and m ay 
therefore be obliged to fire  his m issiles at 
h is own discretion, w ith  stray rad io b u l

letins, picked up on the subm arine’s re 
ceivers, as his sole guidance.”

(4) The B ritis h  have no veto power 
whatsoever on any decision to fire  the m is
siles. Veto can be secured on ly  th rough 
physical contro l, “ and th is  the Am ericans 
refuse.”  “ Indeed,”  continues the New 
Statesman, “ they w i l l  not even a llow  B r it 
ish representatives on the Polaris sub
marines.”

(5) On the cla im  tha t i t  is undetectable. 
“ I t  is noth ing of the sort. In  h is 1959 W hite  
Paper, M r. Sandys re jected the m issile 
subm arine on the grounds tha t i t  was de
tectable — indeed, he ac tua lly  used the 
w ord at a press conference on 10 February 
1959. Since then detection techniques have 
unquestionably advanced; there is noth ing 
to prevent Soviet ‘k i l le r ’ submarines from  
shadowing each Polaris vessel from  the 
moment i t  leaves po rt . . . and destroying 
i t  in s ta n tly  in  the event o f hostilities. The 
Polaris subm arine has no effective defen
sive equipm ent.”

Those are strong arguments, we th ink , 
fo r p u ttin g  the Polaris in  m othballs. A nd 
w h ile  bids fo r m othballs are being solicited 
i t  m igh t be a good idea to order enough of 
the chem ical to take care of the Pentagon 
too.

Isn ’t  i t  about tim e  Am erica  tu rned  
away from  H-bom b “ b rinkm ansh ip ”  and 
took the lead in  seeking peace?

Should Disarmament Talks Be Televised?
B y B ert Deck

One of the outstanding lessons 
o f (he h is to ry  o f w a r is tha t d is
arm ament proposals generally 
lead to nothing, so fa r  as actual 
d ism antling  or even reduction 
of arms stockpiles is concerned. 
I t  is w o rth  noting, too, tha t p ro 
posals to d isarm  are often made 
to fac ilita te  an arms bu ild  up. 

H iller, for example, began 
his rearmament of Germany 
in the thirties with proposals 
to the other imperialist pow
ers to disarm. When his of
fers were rejected, he utilized 
this as justification to speed 
his armaments program in 
preparation for World War I I .  
Despite th is  ins tructive  rec

ord, i t  w ould  be incorrect to 
conclude tha t all disarmament 
proposals are suspect. Some can 
serve a constructive purpose 
such as exposing w hich power 
is arm ing w ith  aggressive in ten t 
and w h ich  is arm ing in le g it i
mate self-defense.

The curren t dispute over d is
arm ament is a case in point. 
S tudy o f the contrasting posi
tions o f the governments o f the 
Soviet U nion and the U nited 
States q u ick ly  reveals which 
disarm am ent offers are sincere 
and w h ich  are made as propa
ganda gestures.

In  the curren t session of the 
U nited Nations, the disarm a
ment debate began on a “ p ro 
cedural”  question: Where should 
the subject be discussed —  in 
the p lenary session or in  the 
P o litica l Committee?

Castro's Position

F ide l Castro, speaking fo r 
Cuba, demanded tha t d isarm a
ment be discussed openly in  the 
p lenary session. I f  the discus
sions d id  not resu lt in  actual 
d isarmament,he sa id,they w ould 
at least expose before the peo
ples o f the w o rld  the real cu l
p rits  in  the arms race. As the 
broadest pub lic  in te rna tiona l 
fo rum , the p lenary session could 
better serve th is purpose than 
any subcommittee removed from  
pub lic  scru tiny. .

Krushchev l i k e w i s e  de
manded that the General As
sembly take up the disarma
ment question in plenary ses
s io n .  "W e know your little  
committees," he said. "They 
are a stable of horses and we 
know the smell in them." 

However, the U.S., the dom 
inan t pow er in  the U n ited  N a
tions, had the question referred 
to the P o litica l Committee. 
C hristian A . H e rte r m otivated 
th e action by c la im ing th a t the 
Russians w anted the more open 
debate fo r propaganda purposes. 
However, the record of the d is
cussions on disarmament in  the 
various less-publicized U N  sub
committees indicates th a t the 
real m otive fo r  re fe rra l was 
something d ifferent.

P h ilip  Noel-Baker, w o rld -fa 
mous pacifist au thor and w inner 
o f the Nobel peace prize, can
not seriously be considered as 
biased in  the Soviet d irection. 
In  fact he states in  his book, 
“ The A rm s Race” : “ B u t at no 
tim e has i t  been open to doubt 
tha t the U nited States G overn
m ent and people detest w ar, de
test arm am ent com petition, and, 
lik e  th e ir  President, are genu
ine ly  dedicated to the cause of 
peace.”

Noel-Baker's Conclusion

Yet th is  B ritis h  author, who 
does no t doubt the “ serious 
dedication”  o f the U.S. govern
ment to peace, is forced to ad
m it:

"Two events of overriding 
importance stand out from the 
history of the U N  work on dis
armament since 1952; the Rus
sian acceptance of a great 
part of the West's proposals 
on M ay 10, 1955; and the 
United States suspension of 
those proposals four months 
after Russia had accepted 
them."
W hat is the story behind th is 

now alm ost fo rgotten bu t re 
m arkab ly  revealing incident?

In  January 1952 the U N  set 
up a new D isarm am ent Com
mission to deal w ith  both nu 
clear and “ conventional”  wea
pons. Thereafter fo rm a l negoti
ations took place through th is 
commission and its subcom m it
tee, consisting o f representatives 
o f the U.S., France, Great B r i t 
ain, Canada and the Soviet 
Union.

D u ring  the f irs t three years of 
negotiations, the Western pow 
ers proposed schedules fo r  re 
ducing armed forces and wea
pons, both conventional and n u 
clear. They also proposed means 
o f in te rna tiona l contro l and in 
spection o f the process o f dis
armament.

Russians Agree
A t firs t the Russians were cool 

to the Western proposals. Then 
on M ay 10, 1955, the Soviet 
delegate presented a document 
to the subcomm ittee accepting 
the Western proposals on m an
power reduction, conventional 
arms reduction, arms budget re 
duction and the scheduling of 
the destruction o f ex is ting  n u 
clear weapons.

In  addition, the Russians 
agreed to the establishm ent of 
an “ In te rna tiona l C ontro l O r
gan.”

The proposal included set
ting up a "staff . . . selected 
on an international basis" 
with "rights and powers to ex
ercise control, including in

spection on a continuing ba
sis, to the extent necessary to 
ensure implementation of the 
above - mentioned Convention 
by all states."

The Russian document was a 
block-buster. Jules Moch, the 
French delegate, commented, 
“ The whole th ing  looks too good 
to be true .”

Can't Do That to Us
The Am erican delegate was 

tongue-tied fo r  48 hours. F in a l
ly , a fte r consultation w ith  the 
State Departm ent, he made the 
fo llo w in g  statement:

“ We have been gratified to 
find tha t the concepts w h ich  we 
have p u t fo rw ard  oyer a consid
erable length o f tim e, and w hich 
we have repeated m any times 
during  th is  past tw o  months, 
have been accepted in  large 
measure by the Soviet U nion.”  

The B ritis h  delegate, likew ise  
struck dum b fo r  48 hours, at 
last declared th a t the negotia
tions had “ now  achieved th is 
welcome div idend, and th a t the 
proposals [o f the W est] have 
now been la rge ly, and in some 
cases, en tire ly , adopted by the 
Soviet Union and made in to  its 
own proposals.”

So fa r  so good. For the m om 
ent i t  appeared th a t the w o rld ’s 
tw o greatest powers had reach
ed an understanding th a t w ould 
enable them to end the arms 
race and begin d ism antling  th e ir 
stockpile o f armaments.

The Russians log ica lly  p ro 
posed th a t the d ra ftin g  o f  a 
trea ty  begin immediately^ B u t 
the Western powers suddenly 
decided tha t they needed a sum
m er recess. Over Russian objec
tions, they adjourned the sub
comm ittee sessions.

Eisenhower Shifts
A t the Geneva “ sum m it”  

meeting in Ju ly , E isenhower 
announced his “ open skies”  p ro 
posal —  a scheme, ostensibly, to 
prevent surprise attacks. H ow 
ever, the real purpose o f the 
proposal became evident when 
the subcommittee reconvened 
Aug. 29.

Instead of s ta rting  where they 
had le f t  off, instead of subm it
tin g  a d ra ft o f a trea ty  based 
on the new agreement, the U.S. 
delegation bus ily  praised Eisen
how er’s “ open skies”  scheme as 
the “ curta in  ra iser”  fo r  o r the 
“ gateway”  to disarmament.

However, t h i s  transparent 
m aneuver could not w o rk  fo r  
any length of tim e and on Sept. 
6 the U.S. delegation had to 
adm it:

"The United States does 
now place a reservation upon 
all of its pre-Geneva substan
tive positions taken in this 
Sub-Committee or in the Dis
armament Commission or in 
the U.N. on these questions in 
relationship to levels of arm
aments."
In  other words, a ll the A m e ri

can proposals made in  the pre
vious decade had been w ith 
drawn.

Unconvincing Reasons
The reasons given fo r th is 

move were ha rd ly  convincing. 
The Am ericans claimed they 
had discovered tha t cu rren t in 
spection techniques could not 
guarantee th a t purposely hidden 
nuclear weapons w ould  be d is
covered.

B u t the question of inspection

. ..  Toronto Socialist Ticket
( Continued from  Page 1) 

U.S.-sparked cold war and to 
the plans for the nuclear 
armament of Canada.
A t the same tim e the ticke t 

is figh ting  on a series o f im por
ta n t local and nationa l issues. 
W ith  unem ploym ent r i s i n g  
s w if t ly  in  the area, Dowson and 
H arris  are ca lling  fo r a m ora
to riu m  on debt seizures, a 
shorter w o rk  week, extension 
o f unem ploym ent compensation 
and an effective pub lic -w orks 
program.

They are demanding exten
sion and im provem ent o f the 
low-cost pub lic  housing p ro 
gram and a revis ion o f the local 
ta x  s tructure  to p u t the burden 
o f m un ic ipa l finance on the

business interests instead of the 
workers.

They are urging an end to 
voting qualifications based on 
property ownership, propos
ing instead a vote for every
one over the age of 18.
John D arling , the Young So

c ia lis t A lliance  candidate fo r 
Board o f Education, is runn ing  
on a p la tfo rm  tha t includes: 
b u ild ing  o f new schools in  the 
older, working-class districts, 
free textbooks in  the high 
schools, abo lition  o f a ll re lig ious 
ins truc tion  in  the schools, ra is
ing  o f teaching qualifications 
and teachers salaries, and the 
abo lition  o f tu itio n  fees to make 
“ equal o p p o rtu n ity ”  in  u n ive r
s ity  education a re a lity .

techniques had been openly 
discussed in the U N  long before 
M ay 10, 1955. The Western pow
ers had considered the problem  
when they firs t made th e ir  p ro 
posals to the Russians!

It  was difficult to escape the 
conclusion that the American 
participants had withdrawn  
their own proposals simply be
cause the Russians had accept
ed them.

As long as the accepted propo
sitions were s t il l  on the table 
and the next task on the agenda 
was to cast them  in to  a fo rm a l 
document, i t  was d iff ic u lt to 
cover up by ta lk in g  disarm a
ment w h ile  actua lly  increasing 
the arm am ent stockpile.

The State D epartm ent had 
suddenly lost the tra d itio n a l ad
vantage an im peria lis t govern
ment seeks in  “ d isarm am ent”

Target o f Union-Busters

W illiam  Pollock (left), general president of the Textile  
Workers Union, A FL -C IO , and Boyd Payton, Carolina di
rector of the union, on picket duty at struck Henderson, 
N.C. cotton mill. Payton is now in prison. Along w ith seven 
other textile unionists, he was framed up on a charge of 
"conspiring" to dynamite the struck plant. Gov. Luther 
Hodges, who sent the National Guard to run scabs through 
the picket lines, twice rejected clemency appeals for the vic
timized unionists. Hodges is "friend of labor" Kennedy's 
choice for Secretary of Commerce.

negotiations —  o f presenting a 
pub lic  image o f peaceful in te n 
tions w h ile  con tinu ing  w ith  a ll 
the preparations fo r  w ar.

There was no w ay ou t except 
to w ith d ra w  the proposals th a t 
had been accepted b y  the  op
posing side. The on ly  saving 
facto r fo r  the State D epartm ent 
was th a t the  w hole business had 
happened in  a subcomm ittee o f 
a subcom m ittee and therefore 
m igh t soon be forgotten.

One can im agine the  reaction 
in the State D epartm ent over 
the poss ib ility  th a t such a s itua
tion  m igh t be repeated before 
the te levis ion cameras at the  
cu rren t p lenary session o f the  
General A s s e m b l y .  H e rte r’s 
eagerness to avoid a ga llery 
consisting o f the w o rld ’s te le 
vision audience is understand
able.

On the other hand, K h ru sh 
chev’s distaste fo r  “ you r l it t le  
comm ittees”  can be appreciated 
in lig h t o f the Russian expe ri
ence o f 1955.

M oreover the Soviet demand 
to ca rry  on the discussion in  the 
p lenary sessions, indicates th a t 
they have no th ing  to hide in  re 
gard to the d isarm am ent p rob 
lem.

The U.S. delegation, appar
en tly , was not so confident.

Foster  Wins His Fight 
For Treatment Abroad

A fte r  repeated requests, a 
federal judge fin a lly  issued an 
order Dec. 2 p e rm ittin g  a ilin g  
W illia m  Z. Foster, long-tim e 
Com m unist p a rty  leader, to 
trave l to  the Soviet U nion and 
Czechoslovakia fo r  m e d i c a l  
treatm ent.

Foster was ind icted  under 
the S m ith  A c t in  1948 b u t never 

"brought to tr ia l because o f his 
poor health. He was p a rtia lly  
paralyzed by a stroke several 
years ago. He is now 79.

In Other Lands

Cuba, China Announce Trade Agreement
State Dept. Forced 
To Pull Fleet Back

Defenders of the Cuban revo 
lu tio n  were heartened by the 
announcement in  Peking Dec. 1 
th a t Che Guevara, president of 
the Cuban N ational Bank, had 
negotiated a favorab le  economic 
agreement w ith  the People’s 
Republic o f China.

The Mao government ex
tended an interest-free loan of 
$60 million for the purchase of 
Chinese goods and technical 
help during the next four 
years. Repayment is to begin 
in 1966 but the dispatches did 
not indicate how many years 
they would run.
Am ong o ther items covered by 

the $60-m illion credit, Cuba is to 
receive 24 plants, ins ta lla tion  to 
begin in  the  com ing year.

The $60-m illion loan compares 
w ith  a 12-year loan o f $100,000,- 
000 at 2 1/2 percent in terest g ran t
ed by the Soviet governm ent to 
Cuba last February  fo r  purchase 
o f Soviet products.

China also agreed to a 1961 
trade arrangement in  which 
Cuba w ill exchange one m il
lion tons of sugar and other 
Cuban products for Chinese 
goods of equivalent value.
The Soviet governm ent, in  

comparison, agreed last Febru
ary to buy fiv e  m illio n  tons of 
sugar from  Cuba in  the n e x t five  
years at the cu rren t w o rld  m ar
ke t price, o n e -fifth  to be paid 
in  dollars, fo u r- fifth s  in  Soviet 
m achinery.

Counter-revolutionary Front

W hile  the beleaguered re vo lu 
tiona ry  governm ent o f Cuba 
thus sought and found aid in  
d is tan t Peking, the nearby U.S. 
governm ent, representing W a ll 
Street, continued to hamm er 
away in  its  “ Hate Cuba”  cam
paign.

Eisenhower announced Dec.
2 that he had decided to desig
nate the regime of Premier 
Fidel Castro as "Communist- 
controlled."

Some o f W ashington’s more 
cunning propagandists sought to 
provide a p lausib le cover fo r  
this ly in g  label b y  saying tha t 
the W hite House had to desig
nate Cuba th a t way, tru th  to the 
contrary, in  order to  free funds 
fo r  jobless counter-revolutionary

 Cuban refugees in  M iam i.
Eisenhower, in  fact, earm ark

ed $1 m illio n  fo r  th is  purpose.
The excuse was ra the r th in  in  

v iew  o f the b illions  o f dollars 
fo r w h ich  C entra l In te lligence 
need make no accounting. U n 
disclosed sums from  undisclosed 
sources are a lready pouring  in to  
the treasuries o f various Cuban 
coun te r-revo lu tionary  ou tfits  in  
F lo rida  and elsewhere.

Other, more ominous expla
nations were advanced for 
Eisenhower's handout. "The 
President's move today," Felix  
Belair, Jr., reported in  the

New York Times, "was re
garded by some Latin-A m eri
can diplomats as preliminary 
to a more determined effort by 
the United States to persuade 
the O.A.S. to invoke the Rio 
Treaty's collective security 
provisions against Cuba."
B e la ir ind icated th a t th is  was 

also the in te rp re ta tion  around 
the W h ite  House: “ In  a move 
described a u th o rita tive ly  as the 
f irs t o f a series o f steps intended 
to break the g rip  o f the  Castro 
regim e on the Cuban people, 
President E isenhower au tho r
ized the use o f up to $1,000,000 
fo r re lie f and resettlem ent o f 
the g row ing num ber o f Cuban 
refugees . . . ”

Plans Suffer Set Back

B u t W ashington’s counter
revo lu tiona ry  plans were not 
runn ing  sm oothly. “ The U n ited  
States has found no encourage
m ent in  Venezuela fo r  a p lan  to 
convoke soon a new  conference 
o f Am erican fo re ign  m in isters to 
seek fa r-reach ing  s a n c t i o n s  
against Cuba.”  This admission 
came from  Caracas Dec. 6. I t  
was made by Ted Szulc, the b it 
te r ly  anti-C astro correspondent 
o f the New Y o rk  Times.

“ The m ain features o f the 
U n ited  States p lan were said to 
call fo r  breaking  d ip lom atic  and 
economic re la tions w ith  Cuba, 
c r e a t i n g  an in te r-A m erican  
‘emergency force,’ and establish
ing  an in te r-A m erican  ‘com m it
tee fo r  p o lit ica l defense to  con
tro l re vo lu tiona ry  activ ities,’ 
Szulc continued.

“ Venezuela n o tifie d  W ashing
ton tha t she no t o n ly  w ou ld  re 
fuse to b ring  a com p la in t against 
Cuba to the O rganization of 
A m erican States, as the State 
D epartm ent had hoped, b u t also 
w ou ld  no t even agree to a con
ference on Cuba u n t i l  the O.A.S. 
had taken decisive action against 
the D om in ican Republic.”

The State Department's dis
appointment at this setback 
may be imagined, since the 
Betancourt regime was still 
putting down a rebellion 
which it had charged only a 
few days before was inspired 
by Cuba.

The W ashington strategists 
undoubted ly hoped th a t Betan
court w ou ld  respond the  w ay

Ydigoras o f Guatemala and So- 
nioza o f N icaragua had in  recent 
weeks w hen they  prov ided  the  
excuse fo r rush ing  the  U.S. 
N avy in to  the  Caribbean.

Szulc’s revelations w ou ld  con
f irm  th is  in te rp re ta tion : “ United 
States’ hopes th a t Venezuela 
w ou ld  take the lead in  seeking 
action against Cuba grew  fro m  
an ins inuation  in  a speech by  
Senor Betancourt last week th a t 
Cubans w ere behind the L e ft-  
w ing  disturbances here. B u t i t  
appears Venezuela has ve ry  l i t 
tle  actual evidence o f such d i
rect invo lvem ent, aside fro m  
Cuban propaganda activ ities, 
and she is not ready to  take  the 
case to  the O.A.S., p a rtic u la rly  
in  v iew  o f strong pro-Cuban. 
L e ft is t pressures a t home.”

The rebuff which Eisen
hower's secret inquiries met 
w ith in Venezuela undoubt
edly explains his cancellation 
Dec. 7, the day after Szulc's 
report, of the belligerent dis
play of U.S. naval force in  the 
Caribbean.
The re trea t is a welcome one, 

but i t  w ou ld  be qu ite  a false 
hope to take th is  as a sign th a t 
the State D epartm ent is ca lling  
o ff its  counter - revo lu tiona ry  
dogs. The struggle in  defense o f 
the Cuban revo lu tion  s t i l l  re 
mains a long and diff ic u lt one.

A d v e rtis e m e n t

Read It  for Yourself
The press said F ide l Castro 

ranted and raved in  his fou r- 
hour speech a t the U n ited  N a
tions.

T ha t was because he e x 
pla ined W a ll S treet’s ro le  in  
Cuba and L a tin  Am erica  and 
because he to ld  w ha t the re v 
o lu tion  is doing fo r  Cuba and 
w ha t should be done to com
bat the colonialists and w ar- 
makers on a w o rld  scale.

N ow  availab le  in  English, 
you can find  ou t fo r  yourse lf 
w ha t Castro’s speeches are 
re a lly  like . A  first-class item  
fo r th a t fr ie n d  who w ants to 
know  the tru th  about Cuba. 
O n ly  25 cents.
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Bridge to the Folies Bergere? The American W ay of Life

B y H a rry  R ing
The P ort of New Y ork  A u 

th o r ity  has the staggering re 
spons ib ility  of keeping land, sea 
and a ir tra ffic  flow ing sm oothly 
in  the coun try ’s densest m e tro 
p o litan  area.

The jo in t New Y ork-N ew  Je r
sey pub lic  agency is in  charge 
of the H o lland and L inco ln  tu n 
nels and the George W ashing
ton  bridge, w h ich  accommodate 
80 m illio n  vehicles a year; In te r 
national, La  Guardia, N ewark 
and Teterboro a irports, w h ich  
handle some 13 m illio n  passen
gers and about 500 m illio n  
pounds o f cargo and m a il a year; 
pub lic  piers in  fo u r cities o f the 
b istate area; tru ck  te rm ina ls in  
tw o  cities and the P o rt A u th o r
i ty  bus te rm ina l in  New York, 
biggest in  the w orld .

I t  takes men w ith  top a b ility  
to handle tha t k ind  o f an oper
ation. So the governors of New 
Y o rk  and New Jersey each ap
po in t s ix  members o f the au
th o r ity , w ith  long executive ex
perience obviously a key factor 
in  th e ir  selection.

But, qu ite  n a tu ra lly , men of 
th a t stature have a lo t o f re 
sponsibilities o f th e ir ow n w h ich  
they can’t be expected to drop, 
p a rticu la rly  since they serve on 
the A u th o r ity  w ith o u t salary.

T a k e  A u th o r ity  Chairm an 
Samuel Sloan Colt. He is o r has 
been an officer of these com
panies: N ational C ity  Bank,
M u tua l L ife  Insurance, General 
Foods Corp. and a h a lf dozen 
others.

So it's  understandable tha t 
men like  these have to delegate 
some o f th e ir  respons ib ility  as 
A u th o r ity  m e m b e r s  to paid 
functionaries. They see to i t  tha t 
these m en earn a decent wage. 
A us tin  J. Tobin, executive d irec
to r o f the A u th o rity , draws $60,- 
000 a year. He’s outranked 
among pub lic  offic ia ls on ly  by 
the  president o f the U n ited  
States, w ho gets $100,000.

Seven employees earn $40,000 
a year and 21 receive $27,000 or 
more.

Nevertheless, some o f the P ort 
A u th o r ity  e m p l o y e e s  have 
sought to  increase th e ir  stan
dard of liv in g  from  other 
sources, i f  we are to believe tes-

9 00  Calorie Diettestim o ny before a House Jud ic ia ry  
subcommittee headed by Rep. 
Emmanuel C e l l e r  , B rook lyn  
Democrat.

A  N ew ark real-estate b roker 
testified tha t he paid an A u th o r
ity  o ffic ia l $9,575.38 in  one year 
because he though t th is  neces
sary to get leases o f A u th o r ity  
p roperty  fo r  clients.

Other firms have a relation 
with Authority personnel that 
has a warmer sound than the 
tinkle of cold cash. The J. S. 
Frelinghuysen C o r p . ,  t h e  
agency's exclusive insurance 
broker since 1946, reportedly 
laid out more than $4,000 in a 
21-month period for enter
tainment and gifts for Author
ity  officers.

According to the subcom m it

tee, James J. Doyle, the A u 
th o r ity ’s $40;000-a-year financial 
d irector, was the beneficiary at 

H ote l P ierre  p a rty  o f such 
items as “ dinner, $161.10; re 
freshments, $35.95; photographs, 
$45.95; Scotch and champagne, 
$23.71 ;caviar, $32.”

The congressional subcom m it
tee said tha t M r. Doyle was also 
g iven a tr ip  to London and 
Paris, inc lud ing  a n ig h t ou t at 
the Follies Bergere.

The financial director an
swered that the "very gruel
ing week in London" saved 
the Authority a lot of money 
in threatened insurance pre
mium increases and the trip 
to Paris was merely for "some 
relaxation."

The A u th o r ity  has also m ain

maintained cordial re lations w ith  
banks, according to the findings. 
I t  has. kept more than a quarter 
o f a m illio n  dollars on deposit 
in  various accounts th a t draw 
no interest. Rep. Celler said tha t 
$100,000 has been lay ing  in  
Banker’s T rust since the 1920’s 
and tha t the deposit could have 
draw n $150,000 in interest.

However, he was informed 
that whatever little  service 
was done for the banks was 
more than compensated for by 
the free advice the banks have 
given the Authority.

The investigating  committee 
was somewhat stumped by the 
A u th o r ity ’s bookkeeping. When 
the to ll system, one o f the evils 
o f feudal times, was attached to 
the H o lland and L inco ln  tunnels 
and the George W ashington 
bridge, i t  was understood tha t 
the levy on travelers w ould be 
reduced as construction costs 
were liqu idated. Who can prove 
how much of the costs o f the 
projects have been paid for? 
The A u th o r ity  throws income 
and debts from  a ll projects in to  
one pot.

Congressman C eller estimates 
tha t the H olland tunnel has 
“ been paid fo r fo u r times over 
b y  in terstate m otorists and the 
George W ashington bridge tw ice 
over.”

One of the v irtues of a de
pression is the opportun ity  i t  
offers fo r w e igh t reduction. To 
get r id  of the g lu t of commo
dities, capita lists close down the 
coun try ’s p lants: w orkers are 
au tom atica lly  deprived of pay 
checks; and the end resu lt is 
the hea lth fu l loss of countless 
tons of human fat.

B u t w hy w a it fo r  a depression 
to enjoy th is beneficial effect? 
Isn ’t i t  possible to starve in the 
m idst of p len ty  du ring  a boom 
as w e ll as a bust? Even more 
exciting, isn ’t i t  possible to w o rk  
out a way of tu rn in g  th is good 
side of a depression in to  a p ro f
itab le  enterprise tha t can help 
keep the boom ro lling?

American ingenuity came 
up with the answer a year ago: 
Metrecall This was a powder 
c o m p o s e d  of bean flour, 
starch, coconut oil, yeast, a 
dash of vitamins and anti
appetite chemicals.
L ike  magic i t  made you feel 

non hungry, ye t reduced you r 
calorie in take to 900 a day, 
w hich is somewhat below the 
concentration camp level. Most 
rem arkable of a ll i t  sold fo r $1.59 
fo r e ight ounces —  enough to 
starve you a w hole day.

The Mead Johnson product 
caught on better than the 
Slenderella craze. By June the 
drug outfit reduced the price 
to $1.19 and in September in 
troduced a palatable liquid 
form in eight-ounce cans at 40 
cents a serving.

“ There’s money in i t ! ”  gloated 
a spokesman of the Borden Co. 
as tha t huge o u tfit b rought out 
its version of the m iracle food 
e lim ina tor. Sealtest, Pet M ilk , 
Foremost Dairies and the D a iry 
men’s League scrambled to get 
in  on the ground floor of A m e r
ica’s newest booming industry.

Harvest of Dollars

Mead Johnson sales soared 
from  $43,336,793 in  the firs t nine 
months of 1959 to $84,501,083 in 
the 1960 period. Net income in 
the firs t nine months climbed 
from  $4,127,974 to $10,370,674. 
On the Am erican Stock E x 
change the company’s stock 
leaped from  68 to 161.

A dvertis ing  fo r the concen
tra tion  camp d ie t w il l  run  a t 
an estimated $20 m illio n  a year, 
according to A d  Age. A nd “ p ro 
motion money is destined to 
grow as more blue chip com
panies come in to  the m arket 
place w ith  the ir own versions of 
one-stop w e igh t reducers.”

Ad Age quotes a top manu
facturer as saying: "This is 
going to be part of the Am er
ican way of life." Like hot 
dogs and pie a la mode.

That seems fo r sure. Sealtest 
is now pushing the accelerator 
down to the floor boards in  a 
high-powered advertis ing cam
paign fo r its 900 Calorie D iet, 
“ choice of chocolate, van illa  or 
coffee.”

Of course Sealtest, being “ a 
name you know  and tru s t,”  in 
dicates i t ’s “ advisable to consult 
your physician regarding the 
best method of use.”  A lso i f  you 
make the da iry  product “ you r 
to ta l d ie t”  i t  is “ advisable to 
d rin k  p len ty  o f w ater and to 
eat some low -ca lorie  vegetables 
fo r bu lk . . . .”

In  any ointment you can find 
a fly. That seems to be the 
case even in this happy solu
tion to the problem of how to 
deprive yourself of food while 
keeping up meal costs. John 
C. York, a New York dairy 
cooperative official, claims 
that the laboratory marvel is 
" s i m p l y  trumped-up skim 
milk."
B ut tha t sounds lik e  sour 

grapes, fo r his real com pla in t is 
tha t the producers pay on ly  the 
low  prices fixed fo r the raw  
m ateria l used in powdered m ilk  
products w h ile  they should pay 
at the “ flu id -m ilk ”  rate fo r  th is  
d rinkab le  stuff.

A  big flaw  in the advertis ing 
campaign is tha t i t  is aimed 
on ly at those who have troub le  
resisting food. H ere’s a sugges
tion  to the Madison Avenue 
pitchm en —  w hy no t create a 
favorable product-im age fo r  the 
poor-appetite crowd? To add 
w eight, top off tha t meal w ith  
900 Calorie Dessert! O r is tha t 
the next campaign?

— Paul Abbott

George Washington bridge. Patriotic New Yorkers con
sider it one of the world's most beautiful structures. To the 
Port Authority, the most beautiful feature seems to be the 
toll booth where motorists are stopped as if they were at the 
gates of a Middle Ages barony. Congressman Celler says 
tolls have paid for the bridge twice over.

By Anthony Dean

“ H ow  Leg is la tive  Inqu is itions 
S tifle  In tegra tion  and Social 
Progress”  is the t it le  o f a pam 
phlet ju s t published by the 
Southern Conference Educa
tiona l Fund, Inc. The pam phlet 
explains w hy persons w o rk ing  
fo r in teg ra tion  and s im ila r 
causes refuse to answer ques
tions pu t to them  by w itch - 
hun ting  federal and state inves
tig a tin g  committees.

The fro n t cover carries a 
statement made by C arl Braden, 
w h ite  in tegra tion  w orker, when 
he was questioned in  1958 by 
the House Com m ittee on U n- 
Am erican A c tiv itie s :

"M y beliefs and my associ
ations are none of the busi
ness of this committee."

For th is  stand, Braden was 
sentenced to one year in  prison 
fo r “ contem pt,”  a sentence tha t 
is now up fo r rev iew  before the 
U.S. Supreme Court.

In  answering the w itch -h u n t- 
ers in  th is way, Braden was up
ho ld ing  the F irs t Am endm ent to 
the C onstitu tion. U nder th is 
basic law  o f the land he was 
under no ob liga tion  to reveal 
the names o f others engaged in 
the struggle fo r  c iv il r igh ts  or 
to hand over mem bership lists 
to a com m ittee in te n t on hound
ing integrationists.

As the pam phlet explains, 
those who suffer most in  such 
governm ent inqu is itions are not 
the v ic tim s who may have to go 
to prison. T he ir in te g r ity  o f 
character is not destroyed by 
such treatm ent.

The real victims are those 
who may never be called be
fore the witch-hunters for 
questioning but who "fall into 
silence, fail to exercise their 
democratic rights for fear 
they might be called some 
day."

This is p a rticu la rly  im portan t 
in  the South today w here many 
are opposed to segregation bu t 
refuse to say so out o f fear the

Get Out the Slide Rule
B y Robert Chester

I ’m  against d iscrim ination. 
I ’m  fo r  equal rights. B u t w hen 
I  came across th is  a rtic le  in  the 
September Consumer Reports 
magazine I  decided to draw  the 
line.

I t  seems th a t the b ig  d is tille rs  
o f ou r ho liday cheer have been 
d iscrim inated against and they 
complained to the  A lcoho l and 
Tobacco Tax D iv is ion  o f the  In 
te rna l Revenue Service (the 
agency th a t scoops in  your 
liq u o r ta x  money). They p ro 
tested tha t bottles, are lim ite d  to 
o n ly  e ight standard sizes.

They want the same free
dom that the rest of the retail 
industry has to change pack
age sizes "in order to keep 
their prices within acceptable 
price brackets." That sounds 
reasonable.

Consumer Reports indicates 
how  th is  freedom is used. One 
ira te  consumer w ro te  in  te llin g  
about Lavoris  m outhwash. He 
used to buy the s tu ff at 79 cents 
fo r  a 20-ounce bottle . No more. 
A ll  he can fin d  is an 89-cent 
bo ttle  bearing the happy in 
scrip tion  “ save 15 cents.”  Its  
contents — 17 ounces!

Cans have become h igh ly  
fle x ib le . There used to be e ight 
o r ten standard sizes. N ow  there 
are 38! A  Consumer reader p ro 
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label o f “ subversive”  w i l l  be 
attached to them.

The pam phlet exposes some o f 
the links  between the govern
m ent w itch -hun te rs  and racists.

R ichard Arens had to resign 
as staff counsel of the U n- 
Am erican Com m ittee when i t  
was revealed tha t he was a con
su ltan t t o W yc liffe  Draper, a 
m u ltim illio n a ire  racist in te rest
ed in  “ research pro jects”  aimed 
at p roving  th a t Negroes are 
genetica lly “ in fe rio r.”

Rep. Francis W alter, cha ir
man of the House U n-Am erican 
Committee, was listed as a mem
ber o f a com m ittee w h ich  d is
penses some of the unsavory 
D raper funds.

The pam phlet is a useful item  
in  the struggle against racism 
end p o litica l reaction. Those in 
terested in  the defense o f c iv il 
righ ts  and c iv il libe rties  w i l l  
find  i t  w e ll w o rth  c ircu la ting . I t  
costs 10 cents and can be ob ta in 
ed by w r it in g  to the Southern 
Conference Educational Fund, 
Inc., 822 Perdido St., New O r
leans 12, La.

Letters from Our Readersnow  a fu l l  3/4 inch or more 
shorter w ith o u t a corresponding 
shortening in  price.”

H owever you can beat the 
game. A tr ium phan t shopper 
w ro te  tha t he and his w ife  took 
th e ir  slide ru le  along. “ . . . A  
slide ru le  perm its  us to choose 
5% ounces of tooth paste fo r  83 
cents over 4 5/8 ounces fo r  69 
cents. I t  also shows th a t th e  
h ig h ly  advertised canned apple 
ju ice  on ‘sale’ and p rom inen tly  
displayed is actua lly  more ex 
pensive than the regu lar bottle  
hidden on a shelf . .

"Two or three dollars in 
vested in a cheap slide rule 
pays for itself in a few weeks. 
I t  also gives a gratifying 
smug sense of satisfaction in  
the knowledge that you are 
defeating the amassed forces 
of evil from Madison Avenue."

W hat is fa ir  is fa ir. I  don’t 
th in k  the  food in dus try  should 
be perm itted  a ll th is  freedom 
w h ile  the liq u o r industry  stays 
tied  to on ly  e ight standard sizes. 
W hy not have the Food and 
D rug A dm in is tra tion  set up a 
standard packaging system of 
e ight convenient sizes fo r  the 
re ta il trade w h ile  a consumers 
com m ittee goes in to  the w hole 
question of p a c k a g e s  and 
prices. M eanw hile  — w hat d id 
I  do w ith  th a t o ld  slide rule I 
once had?

A  Young Booster
Editor:

The M ilita n t is the finest so
c ia lis tic  paper I ’ve read. I f  I  
don’t  know  w ha t to make o f an 
a rtic le  in  a paper (bag business)
I  can always consult the M i l i 
tant.

M any o f m y friends in  high 
school also en joy i t  and m any 
are tu rn in g  to M arx ian  social
ism ju s t as I  have.

Keep up the good w o rk !
Yours fo r a Socialist Society.

M .K.
Clayton, Wisc.

From Havana
Editor:

I  am a. Cuban g ir l who re
ceived a copy of tha t m agn ifi
cent pamphlet, “ The T ru th  
A bou t Cuba,”  by Joseph H an
sen and was deeply impressed 
by it. A l l  th e ‘Cubans who have 
read i t  are enthusiastic about it.

The pam phlet said th a t in  
1960 Bohemia published a na
tionw ide  poll, and th a t in  the 
c ity ' the ra tin g  of people tha t 
support the Castro governm ent 
was 81.17 per cent and in  the 
coun try  i t  was 89.67 per cent o f 
the people.

Today in  the c ity , where the 
U rban Reform  has been pu t in to 
effect and the trusts o f the C u
ban Telephone Company and 
E lectric Company have been 
nationalized, 90 per cent o f the 
people agree w ith  the Castro 
government.

The 10 per cent tha t does not 
agree are the monopolists and 
the im peria lis ts  and landlords 
who had to sell th e ir bu ild ings 
to the workers, a lthough they 
d id no t lose th e ir money since 
the houses are sold at a reason
able price. In  the country, 
where the cooperatives are 
w o rk in g  w ith  real success, 90 
per cent of the farm ers are 
w ith  the governm ent of Castro.

The R evo lu tionary G overn
m ent is g row ing stronger day 
by day. We have the potentia l 
help o f the USSR in  case of 
aggression bu t tha t does not 
mean we are communists. Our 
doctrine is H U M A N IS M . I t  
means to give to the poor w hat 
is necessary to live : cloth ing, 
medical care, dental care, shoes, 
food, lite racy and a decent place 
to live.

T h e  counter-revo lu tionaries 
say the governm ent is p lanning 
to “ co llectiv ize”  a ll the c h il
dren. That is a big lie. In  Cuba 
the governm ent lives and th inks 
on ly fo r the children. New 
parks are being b u ilt like  the 
one a t A lmendares where the 
Bureau of Investigation used to 
be and where hundreds of our 
best young revo lu tionaries were 
to rtu red  and k ille d  by those 
who now say they are going 
to save Cuba from  th a t “ com
m un is t”  F ide l Castro.

per cent. I  don’t agree w ith  h im  
on H ungary. I  th in k  the trouble  
there was started by Dulles and 
the Voice o f W all S treet and 
the c le rica l fascists and the 
same crowd th a t backed Batista 
against Castro.

Now, since I don’t agree w ith  
Dobbs 100 per cent, I ’m w a it
ing  to see w ha t he’l l  ca ll me. 
M eanw hile, I  ca ll m yse lf an in 
dependent.

C.T.
Fond du Lac, Wis.

[W e agree th a t nam e-calling 
is ou t o f order. The difference 
over H ungary is a sharp one, 
bu t we are sure th a t i t  can be 
discussed in  a com radely way. 
Have you read Peter F ry e r’s 
eyewitness report, “ H ungarian 
Tragedy” ? — E d ito r.]

Mother of 2 
Faces N.Y. 
Grand Jury

NEW  YO R K, Dec. 6 — A  c ity  
m agistrate today refused to dis
miss abandonment c h a r g e s  
against a m other who le ft her 
tw o  ch ild ren  in  G im be l’s toy de
partm ent Thanksgiv ing eve be
cause she had on ly  15 cents, no 
job, no food and was about to 
lose her apartment.

E ileen Weiss, 29, had planned 
to place the ch ildren, Michael, 
5, and M aria, 4, in a foster home 
bu t was to ld  i t  w ou ld  take three 
weeks.

She left them in the depart
ment store with a note that 
said: " I love them dearly, but 
I  have no money, no food and 
no place to go. Things are 
very black for me."

Detectives picked her up the 
nex t m orning. The abandon
m ent charge was pressed by the 
Society fo r  the Prevention of 
C rue lty  to C hildren. A rra ig n 
m ent was postponed a fte r “ B ig 
Joe”  Rosenfield, o f the “ H app i
ness Exchange”  radio program 
raised $50 fo r Miss Weiss and 
said he w ou ld  secure her a job 
and apartment.

Hold Children
In  add ition  to m oving fo r  dis

missal of the charge, Miss 
Weiss’s a tto rney asked M agis
tra te  To lle ris  tha t her ch ild ren  
be re turned to her from  the 
C h ild ren ’s Shelter where they 
are now being held.

He told the court that Miss 
Weiss has lost 30 pounds in 
the past three weeks. The 
judge denied the request to 
release the children.
Press accounts have empha

sized the fact tha t Miss Weiss 
was not lega lly  m arried  to the 
ch ild ren ’s fa the r who le ft her 
when they were infants. The 
fa th e r now says he wants cus

tody of the children.
Miss Weiss and the tw o c h ildren

had somehow managed to
surv ive  on c ity  w elfare pay
ments of about $35 a week but 
even th is  was cut o ff several 
m onths ago and she was advised 
to get r id  of the children.

A pparen tly  there is no So
cie ty fo r the P revention of 
C rue lty  to Human Beings to in
tercede in  behalf o f Eileen
Weiss and her children.

It Was Reported in the Press
Kapitalism —  The K u  K lu x  

R ia n  buys bed sheets fo r $1.98 
and sells them  to members fo r 
$10, according to a New Orleans 
educator w ho is investigating 
local “ rackets.”  P illo w  cases 
p icked up fo r 50 cents go fo r 
$4. One enterpris ing segrega
tio n is t plans to organize 100,000 
“ defenders”  o f the South. In  
re tu rn  fo r  $90 they get a “ com
m ission”  e n tit lin g  them  to wear 
a genuine facsim ile “ Confed
erate capta in ’s”  un ifo rm . P ro f
its  on the $9-m illion  deal w ould 
come to $2 m illion .

Planning for Peace —  Penta
gon offic ia ls and Am erican 
m i l i t a r y  commanders from  
around the w o rld  held a con
ference Dec. 2 and 3 at S tra te
gic A ir  Force Command head
quarters in  Omaha, Neb., to 
b rin g  up to date the lis t o f 
targets in  the Soviet U nion se
lected fo r  nuclear bombing.

No Recession Here — New
Y o rk  C ity  Investiga tion  Com
missioner Louis K aplan has re 
quested funds to pu t 25 more 
people on his staff to cope w ith  
the g row ing exposure o f g ra ft 
and co rrup tion  by m un ic ipa l 
officials.

Progressive Education — W il
lia m  Bergen, president of the 
M a rtin  Company, w h ich  coins 
m illio n s  on the federa l m issile

program , says the te rm  “ de
fense business”  is imprecise. 
“ The business we are in  is cer
ta in ly  not . . . ju s t defense, bu t 
is exp loring  and extending the 
fron tie rs  o f men’s know ledge.”

Hardship, D.C. — Diplom ats 
from  the 16 new A frican  na
tions rate assignment to Wash
ington, D.C., as a “ hardship 
post,”  reports the UPI. The 
news agency said Nov. 2 tha t 
“ D a rk -s k in n e d  representatives 
from  ambassadors on down 
have troub le  find ing  decent 
homes in  respectable ne ighbor
hoods —  and even find ing  em
bassy sites. . . . A fricans are 
proud o f th e ir native costume, 
but they sometimes m ust wear 
the b r ig h tly  colored garb as a 
s ilen t defense against the re 
buffs they w ould  receive i f  
taken fo r native Am erican Ne
groes.”

Some of Their Best Friends—
Studies by H arvard  and M ich i

gan universities disclose tha t a l
though Jews make up about 
e ight per cent of the coun try ’s 
college-trained population, less 
than h a lf o f. one per cent of 
them are included among execu
tive  personnel in  leading A m e ri
can industria l corporations.

The Test — The 16,000 hikers, 
skiers and nature lovers who 
make up California’s Siena

A  big campaign is now  being 
carried on to w ipe out i l l i t e r 
acy. D u ring  the sum m er 1,000 
high-school students w ent to 
S ierra Maestra fo r a special 
teacher-tra in ing  course. They 
w en t w ith  ve ry  h igh  morale, 
because th e ir on ly  in terest is 
to  b ring  a b it  o f lig h t to the 
lives o f those who do not even 
know  how to w rite  the ir names.

M y  dear friends, I  have called 
you friends because everyone 
th a t defends the Cuban govern
m ent is our friend , we don’ t 
m ind  i f  they are black, w hite , 
ye llow  or Russian. You cannot 
im agine how  much we appre
ciate the series o f artic les pub
lished in  you r newspaper. I 
th in k  you r paper is the most 
decent one published in  the 
USA.

A.R.A.
Havana

America Is Choking
Editor:

Am erica is. choking on its own 
abundance. Am erica can p ro 
duce abundance, bu t i t  cannot 
d is tribu te  i t  at a p ro fit fo r the 
rich. So instead of production 
at top capacity, Am erica has a 
po licy  of a rtif ic ia l scarcity to 
m a in ta in  profits.

The governm ent pays farm ers 
no t to produce and pays fo r sur
plus foods to ro t away in  h igh- 
priced p riva te  warehouses.

The governm ent allows the 
steel corporations to operate at 
on ly  50 per cent o f capacity fo r 
more than s ix  months to create 
a steel shortage and high profits.

The governm ent is spending 
$40 b illio n  a year to keep our 
“ surplus”  w ea lth  o ff the con
sumer m arke t by tu rn in g  in in to  
bombs, tanks and missiles— and 
s t i l l  the w ealth  pours out o f the 
factories so fast th a t there is 
unem ploym ent.

This is the basic issue facing 
the people — Is Am erica going 
to continue to destroy its 
w ealth  to keep the profiteers 
rich? O r is labor going to take 
governm ent contro l and use 
Am erica ’s w ealth  fo r the benefit 
of its  people?

J.B.
St. Paul

3 One-Dollar Bills
Editor:

Enclosed find three one-dollar 
b ills  to cover my renewal to  our 
paper, the M ilita n t. Before the 
election, I w ro te  a num ber of 
friends and acquaintances en
closing our election m ateria l.

O ur p a rty  su re ly  has an as
set in F rank Love ll. He spoke 
here a short tim e ago and gave 
one o f the best ta lks I  have ever 
heard. He is a pow erfu l speaker 
and w rite r. I ’m sure glad he’s in  
our ranks.

I t  was pleasant and in te rest
ing  to read a ll the responses in

the M ilita n t from  people who 
saw or heard our p o lit ica l p ro 
gram fo r the firs t tim e  during  
the campaign. W ell, the expe ri
ence tha t the Am erican w orkers 
w i l l  have in  the com ing period 
w il l  s tim ula te  and increase the ir 
a tten tion  as w e ll as th e ir recep
tion  to w ha t real socialists have 
to offer them.

C .R . Hedlund 
Minneapolis

High Time 
Labor Acted
Editor:

M any citizens re fra ined from  
vo ting  th is  year. These citizens 
were dissatisfied w ith  the posi
tion  o f both o f the dom inant 
presidentia l candidates, bu t ne
glected to support candidates of 
the m inor po litica l parties, such 
as the Socialist W orkers party.

I t  is regrettable tha t the many 
discontented voters have not 
long since expressed th e ir re v u l
sion w ith  the cap ita lis t candi
dates and th e ir  parties by effec
tive  independent po litica l action.

I t  is about tim e th a t the wage 
w orkers of our nation should be
come more conscious of th e ir 
own interests and re fuse any 
co llaboration w ith  the agencies 
o f the em ploying class th a t ex
p lo its them  in  the process of 
production by low  wages and 
by h igh prices fo r the goods 
they produce. I t  is very shame
fu l to the w o rk in g  people and 
i t  may be hoped tha t they w il l  
soon learn to do better by s tr ik 
ing out fo rce fu lly  in  th e ir own 
behalf.

Joseph Manlet 
Cleveland

ers, held its 1960 stockholders’ 
m eeting w ith  exactly one stock
holder, a nice e lderly  lady, tu rn 
ing  up. . . .”

It's Campus Paper Is Crim 
son —  Senator B a rry  Gold- 
water, A rizona Republican, says 
th a t “ where fra te rn ities  are not 
a l l o w e d ,  communism flou r
ishes.”  He singled ou t H arvard 
as a prim e example o f such a 
no n fra te rn ity  ins titu tion .

Searchlight on the South—
“ The W all Between,”  by  Anne 
Braden, has ju s t been pub
lished in  Poland. I t  w i l l  also be 
published in  Ita ly  and p u b li
cation negotiations are in proc
ess in France and England. A n  
illu m in a tin g  account of South
ern race relations, the book 
te lls the sto ry  of the Lou isv ille  
“ sedition”  case in  which Anne 
and Carl Braden and others 
were persecuted fo r help ing a 
Negro fa m ily  obta in a home in 
a “ w h ite ”  neighborhood.

Thought for the Week — “ A t
no tim e do the Am erican peo
ple get a clear look-see at the 
expenditure  of th e ir Federal 
tax funds to ascertain w hether 
or not they are being spent 
w isely, wasted or stolen.” — 
Freedom o f In fo rm a tion  com
m ittee, Sigma D elta Chi, pro
fessional jou rna lis tic  fra te r
n ity .

Independent
Editor:

Enclosed is $3 to renew m y 
subscription.

You should give a great deal 
of c red it to  the comrades in  
W isconsin, especially in  M i l
waukee, fo r being instrum enta l 
in  ge tting  Dobbs and Weiss on 
the ba llo t in  the home state of 
Joe M cC arthy and thereby g iv 
ing the c itiz ens o f W isconsin a 
real chance to cast a protest 
vote against the one party  w ith  
tw o  heads.

Both the Republicans and 
Democrats serve on ly  a sm all 
m in o r ity  o f the people and 
make promises to the rest of 
the people to get th e ir votes, 
th in k in g  the people w il l  forget 
the promises. But they w il l  
find tha t a few  o f us w on’t fo r
get and we w il l  be asking them 
some embarrassing questions.

One more point. I f  you dis
agree w ith  a fascist, he w il l  call 
you a Communist. I f  you d is
agree w ith  a Com m unist he w il l  
ca ll you a T roskyite .

I  don 't agree w ith  Dobbs 100

Two Kinds of W ar
Editor:

Today the supreme issue be
fore the people o f the w o rld — 
in  the firs t place, before the 
people o f the USA —  is peace 
or war.

The p la in  people everywhere 
desire a peaceful w orld . They 
hate war. For the p la in  people, 
w a r means m isery, degradation 
and want.

To have a clear position on 
the burn ing  question of w a r o r 
peace, i t  is necessary to under
stand the tw o  ch ie f types o f 
war.

(1) W hat is an un jus t war? 
(2) W hat is a ju s t war?

I t  w ou ld  be un jus t fo r any 
coun try  in  the w o rld  to cross 
the border o f another coun try  
w ith  its armed forces to impose 
its  w i l l  upon the invaded people.

The invaded coun try  w ould 
have every r ig h t to use every 
means at its  disposal to h u rl 
back the invader. They w ould  
also be w ith in  th e ir r ig h t to 
exact paym ent fo r a ll damage 
done by the invader. The con
ference table m ust be substi
tu ted  fo r the battle fie ld.

A  ju s t w a r w ould  be a w a r 
o f the people o f any nation 
against any ty rann ica l ru le rs or 
ag a ins t an oppressive govern
ment. A  ju s t w a r w ou ld  be a 
revo lt o f a colonial people 
against fo re ign  dom ination and 
oppression. I t  w ou ld  be ju s t 
and proper fo r  the people 
everyw here to support such a 
war. O ur forefathers brought 
th is great nation in to  being by 
th ro w in g  o ff the yoke o f the 
B ritish  king. W ould we deny 
others the same right?

The average citizen w ou ld  
not favo r declaring w a r on an
other country to force others to 
bow to th e ir w il l.  That is w hy 
the people are never asked to 
vote on war.

H.S.
New York

tested tha t she used to buy peas 
in  No. 2 cans conta in ing 20 
ounces. Now she can get on ly  
No. 303 cans ho ld ing  16 ounces 
or No. 300 cans ho ld ing  14 1/2 

ounces, but prices have not 
dropped proportionate ly .

Packaging o f food and soaps 
has become an art. The f irs t 
t r ic k  is to  pu t the w e igh t in  an 
obscure place in  p r in t so fine  
and d e ft ly  colored tha t i t ’s v i r 
tu a lly  illeg ib le .

The second tr ic k  is to make 
the conta iner look tw ice  the 
size of w ha t i t  re a lly  holds. For 
example, one brand o f “ ins tan t” 
mashed potatoes in  the big box 
had 10 per cent less contents 
than the regu lar size next to  it.

Then there is the big spec
ial. A frustrated customer tells 
how she fell for a specially 
priced Duncan Hines Cake 
M ix, three for a dollar, only 
to find that each box con
tained 14 ounces (2.36 cents 
per ounce) as against the 
regular price of 37 cents for 
19 ounces (1.94 cents per 
ounce).

N or are paper products pure 
as the driven  snow. A  corres
pondent w rites “ H aving used 
K leenex Tissues exclusive ly 
now  fo r  e ight years I  could not 
he lp  no tic ing  the shortening of 
the tissue recently. Close meas
urem ent revealed the tissues are

Club are now vo ting  on a p ro 
position to requ ire  a lo ya lty  
oath o f fu tu re  members. “ A 
lo ya lty  oath to look at trees? 
I ’ve never heard o f such a 
th ing ,”  snorted one member. 
W a lte r Heninger, sponsor o f the 
proposition, said tha t “ one and 
possibly tw o  men w il l  be 
w atch ing the outcome of th is 
election. To w h ich  w il l  you r 
vote give ‘aid and com fort’— 
J. Edgar Hoover o r N ik ita  
Khrushchev?”

Jim Crow Down Below — De
spite a federal court order en
jo in in g  a ll d iscrim ination  in 
voting, Negroes in  T e rre ll 
County, Ga., were forced to cast 
th e ir ballots th is year at a 
“ special”  booth in  the cou rt
house basement. The chairm an 
of the county board o f regis
tra rs resigned in  protest.

Little  Man Who Wasn't There
—Com m enting on the m yth  tha t 
sm all stockholders contro l big 
business, the Nov. 15 R ailway 
C le rk  reported: “ Coca-Cola Co., 
w ith  more than 26,000 stock
holders, had few er than 30 in 
d iv idua ls . . . a ttending its 1960 
stockholders’ meeting; South
ern Pacific, w ith  more than 70,- 
000 stockholders, entertained 
exactly s ix  stockholders at th is 
years’ meeting; M cG raw -E di- 
son Co., w ith  12,000 stockholders


