


 
“The Hitler quotation” so lavishly splashed across the first page of this June 13, 1969 
issue of The Militant is an infamous FAKE.   Hitler NEVER SAID THAT.  
Documentation is provided, below.  It is unfortunate that the SWP and its flagship 
newspaper  ”The Militant” played a role in perpetuating this falsehood, even giving it 
added legitimacy by presenting it hugely on the front page of the issue. 
   ---marty 
 
======================================== 
 
https://books.google.com/books?id=pZpXkPNgR2cC&pg=PT54&lpg=PT54&dq=fake+h
itler+quote+%22The+Streets+of+our+country+are+in+turmoil%22&source=bl&ots=oXf
tJPtPvU&sig=QDC7K1BIU1-
aadmEXh7qhKlzYuI&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwjUzv6m1J7OAhVV6WMKHeefCp
8Q6AEIJDAB#v=onepage&q=fake%20hitler%20quote%20%22The%20Streets%20of%
20our%20country%20are%20in%20turmoil%22&f=false 
 
From the book "Never Said It: A Book of Fake Quotes, Misquotes, and Misleading 
Attributions" by Paul F. Boiler Jr. and John George: 
 
Hitler, Adolph (1889-1945) 
 
LAW-AND-ORDER-QUOTE 
 
"The streets of our country are in turmoil.  The universities are filled with students 
rebelling and rioting. Communists are seeking to destroy our country. Russia is 
threatening us with her might and the Republic is in danger. Yes, danger from within and 
without. We need law and order! Yes, without law and order our nation cannot survive. ... 
Elect us, and we shall restore law and order. We shall, by law and order, be respected 
among the nations of the world. Without law and order our republic shall fall." 
 
 
 
The law-and-order statement, supposedly made by Nazi dictator Hitler in a campaign 
speech in Hamburg in 1932, the year before he came to power, is a kiss-of-death quote. 
Since its source is so disreputable, it has been used to discredit proponents of law and 
order, who, the Hitler-quoters suggest, have Nazi sympathies. During the Stormy Sixties, 
antiwar protests on American college campuses became so unruly at times that there were 
calls for a crackdown on student activities; and critics of the Vietnam War, like 
Democratic Senator Edmund Muskie of Maine and Supreme Court Justice William O. 
Douglas, who sympathized with the student dissidents, both used the Hitler quote to warn 
against the thread of repressive measures to civil liberties in the United States. 
 
 
 



But the Hitler quote is an obvious fake. The only students who were rebelling and rioting 
in Germany in 1932, as philosopher Sidney has pointed out, were Nazi students 
protesting against the presence of Jewish professors on university faculties. And the 
candidate for law and order in Germany in 1932 was not Hitler, but Field Marshal Paul 
von Hindenburg. Hitler was calling for a Nazi revolution, not for law and order. 
 
The Hitler quote originally appeared in an obscure Communist periodical [NO citation of 
which periodical, let alone which issue, is given! ---marty] began turning up on posters 
on American college campuses in the late sixties, was featured by anti-Vietnam 
demonstrators during the 1968 presidential campaign, and was even used in Billy Jack 
(1971), a movie about a "freedom school;" composed of racially mixed students who 
were being persecuted by vicious bigots in the neighboring town. 
 
Both Senator Muskier and Justice Douglas apologized for using the quote after learning it 
was a fake, and the latter removed from the next printing of his book, Points of Rebellion 
(1970).  But the quote continued to be popular in some leftist circles. 
 
footnote 85: 
 
Letter to John George from Joachim Schonbeck, Acting Press Counselor, West German 
Embassy, August 14, 1970, stating that the Institute for Contemporary History was 
unable to verify the Hitler quote; John George phone conversation with Sidney Hook, 
January 31 1988, Out of Step: An Unquiet Life in the Twentieth Century (New York, 
1987) 
 
========================= 
 
http://www.bartleby.com/73/155.html 
 
 
NUMBER: 155 
AUTHOR: Adolph Hitler (1889–1945) 
QUOTATION: The streets of our country are in turmoil. The universities are filled 
with students rebelling and rioting. Communists are seeking to destroy our country. 
Russia is threatening us with her might and the Republic is in danger. Yes, danger from 
within and from without. We need law and order. Yes, without law and order our nation 
cannot survive. Elect us and we shall restore law and order. 
ATTRIBUTION: Attributed to ADOLF HITLER. Spurious. 
 
  This remark was widely used during the early 1970s. Two refutations have appeared in 
the Congressional Record: Lou Hiner, Jr., “Hitler’s Phony Quotation on Law and Order,” 
May 21, 1970, vol. 116, pp. 1676–77, reprinted from the Indianapolis News; and M. 
Stanton Evans, “The Hitler Quote,” August 11, 1970, vol. 116, p. 28349, reprinted from 
the National Review Bulletin, August 18, 1970. 
 
=========================== 



 
 
I initially felt some concern that the sources citing the quote as a fake tended to have a 
right wing tone, and that the book of fake quotes neglected to document the "obscure 
Communist periodical" that they attribute the first appearance of the fake quote to.   
 
However... 
 
I found a listing for sale of a poster from the 1960's with that "quote" on it by Bolerium 
Books to make a point of noting that the quote is FAKE.  I personally know Bolerium 
Books and its founder John Durham, and know both are anything BUT "right wing" in 
their view points. 
 
In sum, it seems pretty certain that iconic and popular "quote" from Hitler, which I 
personally saw numerous times on banners, handbills, signs, and publications during the 
'60's and 70's in my own involvement with the anti-war movement as a student in that 
period, was indeed BOGUS.  FAKE.    
 
---marty  Martin H. Goodman MD   Director, Riazanov Library digital archive projects 
                San Pablo CA  July 2016 
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