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Socialist Hails "Victory"      by Allen Wiggins 
 
 
When Eli Radish took the microphones the revolution was over. The kids looked at each other and smiled and a couple 
danced, grooving with the new politics. 
 
It was a ball in the Lewis Room of the Hotel Sheraton-Cleveland as the Young Socialist Alliance got into Allen J 
Lowe's pocket for a free room election night. 
 
It was the victory gala for the mayoral campaign of Sydney R. Stapleton, who at 10:30 pm made his victory remarks. 
Actually, he received only 0.5% of the total vote. But he made a victory statement. He quoted somebody who had 
worked for the classic American Socialist, Eugene V. Debs, in a campaign against William Howard Taft. 
 
"Taft was the winner, his opponent was the loser, and Debs was victorious," Stapleton quoted. 
 
For the antiwar movement and for the Socialist movement, Stapleton said, Cleveland's mayoral campaign was likewise 
a great victory. 
 
"We haven't talked about $250 suites, we've talked about poor people." He told about 150 followers his campaign had 
succeeded in raising "important issues before the voters of Cleveland. 
 
But the night in the Lewis Room was really about the counterculture - it was a gathering of kids, mainly, many of 
whom wouldn't be able to vote even if Issue 1 were approved. At least one girl was sitting on the floor reading her 
homework. 
 
Early in the evening Stapleton viewed the other candidates' [  ] election-night setups. "Well, even if we had that kind of 
money we wouldn't spend it on that," he said. 
 
Then Radish produced a musical sound comparable to the San Francisco earthquake.  When they first started playing 
the Stapleton kids looked at each other with sm[  ] smiles waiting for the management to come down on them for the 
noise. 
 
But the management instead sent free trays of hors d'oeuvres. And an anonymous benefactor sent nine free pizzas and 
four gallons of red wine. 
 
First to dance was David Wulp, Stapleton's campaign manager. As the music played it drew occasional groups of black 
kids from the Stokes party, who would listen for a while, slap each other's hands and be off. 
 
The campaign this year was just the beginning, Stapleton said. Next year, the Ohio Socialist Workers party will have 
candidates for governor (Marcia Sweetenham), senator (James Harris, who ran for East Cleveland Board of Education 
this election), 22nd District US congressman (David Wulp), Lieutenant governor (Stapleton) and attorney general (Al 
Budka). 
 
Stapleton declared that his campaign had accomplished some great things, especially at high schools. He said at least a 
hundred students had signed up to joining the Young Socialist Alliance and many more were ready to get involved with 
the antiwar movement. 
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