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Vietnam Gls support Moratorium

Only one ‘reservation’

Vietnam

I've started to receive The Militant
beginning with the one reporting the
October Moratorium. I expect I'll be
getting the Young Socialist pretty soon
as well.

The Oct. 15 actions have met with
a definitely positive reaction over here.
I've only heard one "reservation” about
them: "They were OK, but it would
have been one hell of a lot better if
we could have had them over here."

It was impossible for the army to
conceal the massive and widespread
nature of the demonstrations. For ex-
ample, a guy I know from Nashville
was showing everyone a leaflet from
the Nashville SMC that his wife had
sent him. She said there were people
on every street corner passing out the
leaflets and they were met with a posi-
tive reaction from everyone.

I must admit that up until then I
hadn't realized the tremendous increase
in radicalization that has occurred since
I've been over here. I imagine things
will seem rather strange to me when
I return.

Shelby Harris

Where was Lindsay
on the 15th?

New York, N.Y.
John Lindsay, who recently won re-
election as New York's mayor by pos-
ing as a peace candidate, didn't see
fit to participate in the mammoth Nov.
15 antiwar demonstration in Washing-
ton. I understand he was soaking up
the sun in the Bahamas.
J. B.

Goddard College backs

antiwar movement

Plainfield, Vt.
On Nov. 12, following the precedent
set during the October Moratorium,
Goddard College voted to support the
November Moratorium and to "encour-
age and excuse the absence of all stu-
dents and employees who leave regular
activities on Nov. 13, 14 and 15 to en-
gage in antiwar activities they choose.”
The college also made available all of
its vehicles to licensed students and em-
ployees for antiwar activities within a
50-mile radius of the school. Those
who participated in the Nov. 15 mo-
bilization went to Washington in buses
paid for with money saved by closing
the kitchens during last month's mor-
atorium.
For years, Goddard has been a haven

Letters from
our readers

This column is an open forum
for all viewpoints on subjects of
general interest to our readers.
Please keep your letters brief. Where
necessary they will be abridged.
Writers® initials will be used, names
being withheld unless authorization
is given for use,

for hippies and others who consider
themselves apolitical. The action of the
college during both moratoriums and
the widespread interest in the Washing-
ton mobilization are the first stirrings
of political consciousness at Goddard
and hopefully the beginnings of a radi-
cal re-ordering of the relationship be-
tween Goddard College and the larger
society of which it's a part.

Dave Haldane

A child’s view

New York, N.Y.
My grandson, aged 5, made his first
political remark the day of the October
Moratorium. His father explained to
him why some cars were driving with
their headlights on. My grandson said,
"They should drive with their taillights
on." When his father asked him why he
replied:
"Because they're red like blood."
“Proud Grandmother

Parallel between Irish

and woman questions?

San Frincisco, Calif.

In Mehring's Karl Marx there are
some interesting remarks on the Irish
question (pp. 415, 416, 457) ". . . the
lively interest which Marx showed for
the Irish question was caused by some-
thing even deeper than sympathy for
an oppressed people. His studies had
led him to the conclusjon that the free-
dom of the Irish people was a necessary
condition for the emancipation of the
English working class, on which, in its
turn, the emancipation of the European
proletariat depended. . . . The ordinary
English worker hated the Irish worker
as a competitor, and felt himself supe-
rior as a member of a dominant race,
thus becoming a tool of the aristocrats
and capitalists against Ireland and at
the same time strengthening the domi-
nance of those classes over himself. . ."
Marx relates this antagonism, which
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was the root of the impotence of the
working class in England, to the rela-
tions between black and white in the
U.S. It seems to me there might be in-
sights in this question that could apply
to the caste relations between men and

women also.
Vilma Sanchez

Some suggestions

Manhattan, Kansas

In regional trailblazing for the YSA,
The Militant is the most useful tool we
have. We use it constantly, expecially
to break on to a new campus.

George Novack's recent article on
women's liberation is one of the finest
The Militant has printed. We could sure
use a reprint of it, either as a throw-
away or as a mini-pamphlet. The same
goes for Dick Robert's articles on Laos.
When the series is finished, it should
be reprinted, if possible, in pamphlet
form. Mary-Alice Water's series on PL
should also be reprinted.

I also think that the "Inside this issue"
box on the front page should be revived
and expanded. If this were done, The
Militant would sell itself.

Naomi Allen
YSA Midwest regional traveler

Generation goof

Ottowa, Ontario, Canada

George Novack's article on the dy-
namics of women's liberation was ex-
cellent. I gather it is to be published
as a pamphlet. This being so, it might

__be-advisable to correct one small factual

error in it.

Mary Wollstonecraft did not write
Frankenstein. It was written by her
daughter, Mary Wollstonecraft Shelley,
wife of Percy Bysshe Shelley, in 1815,
18 years after her mother's death.

Other than that, I was muchimpressed

by the article.
Ian Angus

Xmas boycott proposal

Brooklyn, N.Y.

I have written to several people in

the various Moratorium "organizations”

with a plan which I think has great
potential.

To coincide with the pre-Christmas
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shopping season, 1 propose a Decem-
ber Moratorium tactic of a nationwide
economic boycott. The tie-in with Christ-
mas could provide an enormous sym-
bolic impact. While refusing to buy,
and to support the capitalist-warfare
state economy, we would inform all
public officials as to the meaning of
this action—a further pressure on the
system which is keeping us in Vietnam.
Bernadette Devlin stated that the men
in power ultimately will not heed pro-
tests — but must heed a direct action on

their pocketbooks. Think about it.
Elizabeth Sawyer

Appreciated article

on_Puerto Rico

Springfield, Mass.
I would like to thank you from the
bottom of my heart for having printed
the article, "How the U. S. exploits Puerto
Rico," by el companero Benjamin Ortiz
in this week's copy of The Militant.
It showed to me your concern and soli-
darity with our people's struggle for
freedom which we need badly. Now
I can see that the polarization of forces
that was predicted right after the as-
similist pro-statehood party took over
in the past elections is becoming a real-
ity. Although we are not many in num-
ber our spirit for freedom and self-
determination will make us keep on
fighting for the revolution as the only
solution to the island's social, political
and economic problems. We need the
support of all of those Americans that
are against imperialism and colonial-
ism. Patria o Muerte, Venceremos.
J. L.

The Indianapolis scene

Indianapolis, Ind.

You might be interested to learn that
the Nov. 8 action in Indianapolis was
well supported. About 500 people
turned out for a march from Military
Park to the War Memorial which was
rededicated to Peace and Justice in the
world. Sidney Lens from the New Mo-
bilization Committee spoke against the
war and said that if this many people
could turn out to protest the war in
Indianapolis, Ku Klux Klan country
and a lousy town, the revolution was
not on its way, it was here. The re-
sponse of the crowd was to stand and

shout "revolution!”
D.C.

Gets on the bandwagon

Hutchinson, Minn.
Please enter my subscription to your
great newspaper. Several of my friends
read it, but I won't be content until
I receive my own copies. A candidate
for mayor in our city also receives
The Militant, so it must be good!
D.S.
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Politics of RYM Il — an analysis

By DOUG JENNESS

ATLANTA, Ga.— The RYM II fac-
tion of the Students for a Democratic
Society will hold a national conference
here Nov. 27-30. According to the con-
ference call there will be "discussions
and debates on the national question,
white supremacy, male supremacy, and
the direction of RYM IL"

Led by Mike Klonsky, Noel Ignatin
and Marv Treiger, Revolutionary Youth
Movement II is one of three groups
that are presently competing for the
allegiance of young radicals in SDS.
Many SDSers who are disgusted with
the extreme ultra-left antics of the Weath-
erman faction and with the Worker-
Student Alliance's reactionary view of
Cuba and black nationalism will be
interested in seeing what RYM II has
to offer.

It is difficult at this time to discuss
RYM II's views because they are evolv-
ing very rapidly, vary from one city
to another, and most of them are not
written down. Nonetheless, there is
enough information to consider some
of the positions held by the leadership
of this group.

The acid test for revolutionary in-
ternationalists today is whether or not
they are helping to defend the Vietnam-
ese revolution in action. While they or-
ganized the April, 1965, March on
Washington, SDS's record on this ques-
tion since then has not been good.

Although they were the largest stu-
dent radical organization in the coun-
try, they played almost no role in the
major national actions. However, even
before their split with the Weathermen,
the RYM II leaders were beginning to
recognize the importance of the anti-
war movement and since the split have
talked more about doing something
than the other factions.

What concretely have they proposed
to do? Following their split with the
Weathermen, RYM II held a national
conference in Detroit in mid-September
where they adopted a resolution intro-
duced by Marv Treiger entitled, "Serve
the people—Get the U.S. out of Viet-
nam." The first paragraph begins "RYM
IT SDS has taken off." The Detroit gath-
ering passes a resolution for action in-
cluding these points: 1) A national ac-
tion in Chicago in the fall relating op-
position to the war to the theme of
'Serve the people.' 2) A political line
for that action based on the principle
slogan "U.S. Get Out of Viethnam" plus
a number of secondary slogans. 3) The
launching of a year's solidarity with
the Vietnamese including mobilizing for
the Nov. 8 local actions and planning
a spring offensive "of our own" against
the war.

Not a word in the entire resolution
about the then upcoming Nov. 15
march on Washington and San Fran-
cisco nor was there any mention of
this action in the first issue of their
newspaper, Revolutionary Youth Move-
ment, even though the principal de-
mand of the D. C.-S. F. actions was im-
mediate withdrawal of all U.S. forces
from Vietnam.

As it turned out, RYM II organized
a relatively small action in Chicago
on Oct. 11 aimed primarily at coun-
tering the Weatherman faction's adven-
ture rather than building a mass ac-
tion against the Vietnam war. The Nov.
8 mobilization never materialized.

After the tremendous outpouring for

By James P. Cannon
THE LWW.

Reminiscences of a participant
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the Oct. 15 Moratorium, most RYM II
groups decided to "get in on the Mora-
torium action,” as Mike Klonsky told
his supporters in Atlanta and they then
endorsed the Nov. 15 action.

This was definitely a progressive
though belated step. However, despite
this endorsement, they did not become
involved in the New Mobilization Com-
mittee or the Student Mobilization Com-
mittee and help to build the action as
part of the organized antiwar move-
ment.

Rather they spent most of their time
and energy organizing activities sepa-
rate from the organized antiwar move-
ment and often around demands other
than "U. S. Out of Vietnam Now," which
they claim is their principal slogan.

In Atlanta, for example, the primary
activity of RYM II prior to Nov. 15
was an attempt to form a "Nat Turner
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port the right of Afro-Americans to self-
determination, many of them are very
confused on this question. For example,
the Atlanta RYM II leadership argues
that black people should have a sepa-
rate black state with clearly defined
geographical boundaries. This is a
resurrection of the "black belt' policy
Stalin foisted on to the American Com-
munist Party in 1928. The CP at that
time advocated the formation of a black
republic in the southern black belt and
even published maps showing where
the possible boundaries could be.

This position was adopted in total
disregard of the sentiment of the 12
million black people in the United
States. The very term self-determination
implies the right of an oppressed group,
that is those most directly effected, to
decide for themselves what they want,
and how, and when. Although black
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a word in the RYM II resolution or in
their newspaper about the necessity of
Afro-Americans making a political
break from the capitalist parties and
the significance of promoting an inde-
pendent black political party.

Their positions on the Vietnam war
and the black liberation struggle show
that the central feature of RYM II's
politics is pragmatism and lack of any
concept of class political principles.
They lack an overall program with
a clear analysis of the major currents
in the world socialist movement and
an understanding of the victories and
defeats of the working class movement
over the past 120 years. Consequently
they flit from one position to another,
from one action to another, without
any apparent rhyme or reason. They
wet their finger, put it in the air, and
try to see which way the wind is blow-
ing.
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STEP FORWARD. While modest, labor participation in Nov. 15 Washington antiwar march
was best yet. Some in RYM II assert need for orientation toward working class, but policies
of group contribute little toward involving ranks of labor in struggle.

brigade" for participation in the Nov.
15 action in order to "express the basic
theme of solidarity with the Vietnamese."

In Washington, D.C. on Nov. 14
and 15 RYM II sponsored and concen-
trated their main participation in the
Saigon embassy rally around the de-
mand, "Support the Provisional Revo-
lutionary Government,” and the ultra-
left confrontation with the cops at the
Justice Department building. All their
talk about building a mass anti-im-
perialist movement around the prin-
cipal slogan, "U.S. Troops Out of Viet-
nam Now," was scattered to the winds.

In other words, RYM II has not real-
ly broken from the sectarian and ultra-
leftist stance towards the antiwar move-
ment that has plagued SDS for the
last few years.

Will RYM II's proposed spring offen-
sive against the Vietham war be dis-
cussed at the Atlanta conference or is
this just another idea thrown off the
tops of their heads like the Nov. 8
action? And if they do plan a spring
offensive, will they seek collaboration
and support from the organized anti-
war movement?

Black struggle

What is RYM II's view of the black

liberation struggle? Although they sup-

Americans may decide they want to
form a separate state, and revolution-
aries have the duty to defend that right,
they have not yet chosen this course.

It is also noteworthy that the pro-
gram for the black community which
the RYM 1II gives the most attention
is the Black Panther Party's breakfast
for children program. In the resolution
passed at the Detroit conference, they
state: "We call for action around in-
stitutions created by the people them-
selves that are designed to 'serve the
people.’ These actions will be in sup-
port of proletarian institutions such as
the 'breakfast for children' program
of the Black Panther Party and the
'day-care centers' of the Young Lords
Organization and others. Our goal
should be real aid to people's institu-
tions."

What RYM 1II proposes in effect is
to take SDS back full circle to the re-
formist community-organizing projects
it was involved in a few years ago.
The struggles of black people for con-
trol over their schools and black stu-
dents for black studies programs run
much deeper than the free breakfast
program but there is no mention of
them in the resolution.

Furthermore there is absolutely not

The absence of a program of their
own means that they are highly prone
to adopting bits and pieces from other
programs especially of reformist cur-
rents. One example is the uncritical ac-
ceptance by a number of the RYM II
leaders of the most pernicious Stalinist
slanders against the Trotskyist move-
ment including defense of the Stalinist
purge trials and Stalin's brutal assas-
sination of Leon Trotsky. All of the
crimes were perpetrated to crush the
revolutionary Marxist tendency in the
USSR and internationally so that the
reformist politics of Stalinism could pre-
vail.

This acceptance of so monstrous a
counterrevolutionary crime is not un-
related to RYM II's failure to even at-
tempt a political assessment of the Trot-

* skyist organizations, the Young Social-

ist Alliance and the Socialist Workers
Party.

One would assume that if the RYM II
leaders are serious in their rejection
of Trotskyism they would be dissect-
ing each point that they consider to be
in error. How can anyone take serious-
ly people who aspire to be revolution-
ary leaders but do not explain fully
where they differ with alternative pro-
grams?
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Wars, as the “civilizers’’ conduct them

New facts on U.S.
atrocities in Vietham

By ROBERT LANGSTON

A U.S. infantry unit marched into
the village of Songmy, South Vietnam,
at six o'clock in the morning on March
16, 1968. The villagers offered no re-
sistance, and all of them — 799 men,
women and children — were ordered
out of their houses. None bore arms.

The soldiers said nothing to the Song-
myans; they had no interpreter with
them. After the villagers were assem-
bled, their houses were dynamited if
made of stone, and burned if made
of wood.

Then 20 of the infantrymen took up
their M-16 rifles and fired into the as-
sembled Vietnamese until not one
seemed to remain alive.

One hundred thirty two survived,
however, buried under the corpses of
their relatives and neighbors.

Do Hoai, a rice farmer who survived
the massacre, gave this account to news-
men Nov. 16, in the presence of U.S.
Army officers. It was corroborated by
other survivors. Col. Ton That Khien,
the Saigon regime's governor of the
province where Songmy once stood,
substantially confirmed it.

First Lieut. William Calley Jr. and
S. Sgt. David Mitchel have thus far
been charged by the Army with involve-
ment in the incident. Calley has been
charged with murder, and Mitchel with
assault with intent to commit murder.

All this was reported by Henry Kamm
in the Nov. 17 New York Times.

Chemical war

The chemical — called 2,4,5T — the
U.S. forces use to destroy rice crops
and foliage in Vietnam has been known
for three years to cause birth defects,
at a 100 percent rate, in test animals.
Last summer, four South Vietnamese
newspapers printed pictures of deformed
babies born in villages that had been
sprayed with 2,4,5T.

In 1967, 221,000 acres of cropland
and 1,500,000 acres of foliage were
sprayed with the poison; the rate last
year was just a little lower.

All this was reported in the Nov.
6 Chicago Sun-Times. The article con-
cludes: "Not since the Romans salted
the land after destroying Carthage has

N. Carolina students rally behind

By LARRY L. SLUDER

CHAPEL HILL, N.C. — A strike by
300 of the 310 food service workers
at the main campus of the University
of North Carolina has forced the clos-
ing of four of the six campus cafeterias.
Lenoir and Chase dining halls are oper-
ating on a limited basis, staffed by man-
agement personnel and a few student
scabs.

The Nov. 10 walkout, a more mili-
tant repetition of a similar strike by
nonacademic employees last spring,
is an attempt by the primarily black
union to force SAGA Food Service and
the university to meet several worker
demands. Among other reasons for the
strike, workers have cited SAGA's un-
willingness to consider their right to
form a union, to institute a job class-
ification program, to provide decent
working conditions, and to reinstate
six workers fired for pro-union activ-
ities.

Strike leaders noted that SAGA Food
Service is a California-based company

a nation taken pains to visit the war
upon future generations."

Atrocities are committed in all wars.
But the mass slaughter at Songmy was
not merely an atrocity; it was no out-
rage perpetrated in violation of the
"norms" of war. As the systematic use
of 2,4,5T makes clear, the murder of
the villagers was fully consistent with
the norms guiding the U.S. govern-
ment's conduct of its war. For in that
war, the Vietnamese people, simply and
as such, is the enemy.

For two centuries or so, the behavior
of soldiers in conflicts between Euro-
pean powers was more or less guided
by a painfully evolved set of norms.
A clear distinction was to be made be-
tween civilians and soldiers. Prisoners
of war were not to be executed, and
they were to be treated humanely. In
occupied territories, the law under which
the people had previously lived was to
be the basis of administration. Property
of enemy aliens was to be respected.

These norms never applied anyway
to colonial wars, where the antagonist
was the "native,” by definition an infer-
ior being. Nor did they ever apply
to the wars of class conflict within the
Western bourgeois countries, where the
antagonist — the worker or peasant —
was likewise, by definition, an inferior
being. -

Then in the fire storms of Rotterdam
and Dresden, the furnaces of Auschwitz,
and the nuclear hell of Nagasaki and
Hiroshima, the remnants of bourgeois
civility in the conduct of war were con-
sumed.

In Vietnam, the enemy is the Viet-
namese people. It is a colonial war;
it is a class war; it comes at a time
when the Western ruling classes have
already long since liquidated their own
civilized traditions. It cannot but be
a genocidal war.

It is this truth, perceived despite the
mind-corroding power of the great of-
ficial lie, that has led so many Ameri-
cans — and especially so many Amer-
ican soldiers, who are the immediate
tools of this genocidal enterprise — to
repudiate it so actively and passionate-

with contracts at some 275 schools,
with profits in the seven figure range
made by exploiting unorganized stu-
dents and workers.

Joseph Trotter, a representative of
the American Federation of State, Coun-
ty and Municipal Employees union,
affiliated with the AFL-CIO, called for
student support and pointed out at a
rally Nov. 11 that the workers were
fighting to win on their own terms.
Upon hearing that the local manager
of SAGA had told another strike lead-
er that anyone striking could be fired
and replaced, Trotter replied: "If SAGA
brings one person in, that person is
in bad trouble. We are going to treat
strikebreakers accordingly.”

Extensive picketing has been organ-
ized by the workers and the Committee
to Support the Workers (CSW). CSW,
which intends to hold student-worker
rallies as long as the strike continues,
is comprised of progressive students
and faculty and is endorsed by the
Chapel Hill Revolutionary Movement

ATROCITY VICTIMS. South Vietnamese villagers flee as U. S. bombs
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rain on their homes. Village was *‘suspected” of harboring guerrillas.

ly, and in some cases, at great personal
cost.

The executioners of Songmy could
see their victims' blood and hear their
victims' screams. The screams were not
those of the Vietnamese alone. They
were also the screams of the workers
of Paris shot down after the defeat of
the Commune; they were the screams
of the Congolese whose hands were
amputated by King Leopold's soldiers;
they were the screams of European
Jewry.

Those frightened, lonely and furious
Americans, who somewhere knew that

(CHRM) and Praxis: Socialist Action
Union (at nearby Duke University),
two umbrella radical groups composed
of YSA, SDS, and independent socialist
members. The UNC Black Student
Union is also supporting the workers.

Additional initial strike support has
come from Howard Fuller, in his own
words, "Head Nigger in Charge" of
the newly formed Malcolm X Libera-
tion University in Durham, who stated
that the working conditions of the cafe-
teria workers "is an extension of what
has been happening to blacks for a
long time," and from Howard Lee, may-
or Chapel Hill, the only black mayor
of a predominantly white southern
town.

The Chapel Hill strike is seen as
being especially significant, since it
comes at a time when the North Caro-
lina AFL-CIO, under new leadership,
has begun to actively, and thus far
very successfully, organize black and
white workers against traditionally
union-busting corporations and their
ruling-class political bedfellows. Eight

all the deeds they had been sent to Viet-
nam to do were wholly unworthy of a
man, had every reason to suppose that
in those screams they heard the authen-
tic voice of Western, capitalist, Christian
civilization, the authentic call of duty
to their country.

The murderers of Songmy are not
the wretches who pulled the triggers.
The murderers of Songmy are the lord-
ly and contemptuous rulers of this coun-
try who, if not brought low, will kill
and kill and kill to secure their reign
of death until no living thing remains
on earth.

strikers

miles away at Duke University, for
example, hospital workers have threat-
ened to strike if their demands, which
are similar to the ones made by the
Chapel Hill food service workers, are
not met. And since last spring, when
thousands of UNC students stood with
the workers against police brought in
by the nervous governor, and when
2,000 Duke students braved the Feb-
ruary cold and police tear gas to pro-
tect some 60 Afro-American Society stu-
dents barricaded in the administration
building, the big bosses have been made

~ to realize that blacks and whites, stu-

dents and workers, are coming together

in the South.

Advertisement
The two-party system, so long the bulwark of

capitalism, has died in New York City. What

should this indicate to radical socialist students?

How can socialists approach bridging the wide

gap between workers and welfare recipients?
What's this about an awakening of organized
labor power in the South? Find out the facts in
CAMPAIGNER publ. Nat'l Caucus SDS Labor
Comm. ¢/o Dillon, 647 W. 184 St., NY, NY, 10033
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By LEW JONES

SAN FRANCISCO — An overwhelm-
ing and inspiring display of antiwar
sentiment was made here Nov. 15 in
the largest antiwar demonstration in
Pacific Coast history.

The San Francisco Examiner claimed
that only 100,000 were present. Rev.
Ralph Abernathy, one of the rally
speakers, put the figure at 350,000. The
march organizers estimated 250,000 to
300,000. All available information in-
dicates the latter estimate is the accurate
one.

This massive action clearly demon-
strated the dramatically increased
strength of the antiwar movement and
its readiness for action to end the war.
Demonstrators poured in from through-
out California, Washington, Oregon,
Nevada and Arizona as well as other
western states. An estimated 30,000 peo-
ple traveled 400 miles from Los Angeles
to join in.

The composition of the march was
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San Francisco marchers

S.F. march was a record-breaker

overwhelmingly young people who for
the most part were taking part in their
first massive action. Their spirit and
militancy pervaded the march.

While the march was largely white,
the efforts of the Third World Task
Force produced an increased number
of Afro-American, Chicano, Asian-
American and Native American partic-
ipants.

The march route literally stretched
across San Francisco. It was reported
by organizers that at one point partic-
ipants were still near the waterfront of
the Embarcadero assembly point when
the front of the march reached Golden
Gate Park some seven miles away.

The initial contingent, which grew to
30,000, left the Embarcadero at 8 in
the morning, marching through down-
town San Francisco. Halfway along
the route, it picked up a second, larger
contingent. A third contingent of 1,000
Third World marchers also joined the
march there after gathering at another

Japanese antiwar leaders
joined in U.S. actions

Toru Oohara, a member of the Jap-
anese Diet from Hiroshima, and Seiryo
Azuma, a member of the Okinawa Pre-
fecture Council Against Aand H Bombs,
were sent by antiwar organizations in
Japan to participate in the November
actions organized by the American an-
tiwar movement. The following exerpts
are from a statement they issued at a
news conference organized by the New
Mobilization Committee prior to Nov.
15.

* * *

We have come here to extend greet-
ings of solidarity to the peace move-
ment of the United States fighting
against the Vietnam war, on behalf
of the antiwar and peace movement of
Japan. The growing antiwar movement
in the United States shows that the
justice and conscience of the Americans
are alive. The shouts of the Americans,
"Bring the U.S. troops home now!"
are reaching the Asian countries across
the ocean and particularly Japan, in-
spiring the antiwar, peace movements
there. These cries of the Americans are
an encouragement and hope to people
in Asia who are suffering from the
disasters of war and are refusing to
cooperate in the war. . . .

As you know, Japan is cooperating
with the United States in the Vietnam
war more than any other country in
Asia. It is true that Japan does not
have armed troops in Vietnam, but
she is producing and supplying mili-
tary goods for the Vietnam war of
the United States and is permitting the
United States to use all its military
bases in Japan for the Vietnamwar. . . .

It is the U.S. military bases in Oki-
nawa that are playing the most im-
portant role in Japan's cooperation in
the Vietnam war . . . If it were not for
the gigantic base in Okinawa, the United
States would be meeting with greater
difficulties in prosecuting its war against
Vietnam. . . .

At present, Okinawa has a population
of 960,000. We are all Japanese, but
we are not treated as Japanese. No,
we are not treated even as human
beings . . . The supreme law of OKki-
nawa is the [U.S.] Presidential Order,
and all the powers are held by the
High Commissioner appointed by the
Defense Department of the United
States. . . .

We Japanese people inhabiting Oki-
nawa [do] not accept this status. For
more than 20 years since the war's
end, each day has been a struggle for
our rights, whether it was fought on
a large scale or on a small scale. Our
movement made rapid progress parti-
cularly in the course of the escalation
of the Vietnam war. Our main slogans
now are: "For immediate returnto main-
land Japan,” "Let the United States with-
draw its military bases from Okinawa,"
and "No cooperation in the Vietnam
war. . . ."

Even after the end of the Vietnam
war the United States will not with-
draw its military bases from Okinawa
so easily. It is because of this pros-
pect that we ask you to continue to
demand withdrawal of the military
bases from Okinawa while demanding
a stop to the Vietham war and tolaunch
actions of international solidarity with
us for [that] purpose.

starting point. Several other feeder
marches joined at various other points
en route.

As the march approached the park
its size increased greatly. An hour be-
fore the rally was scheduled to begin
over 100,000 people had already
marched into the rally area.

"Another war widow for peace,” de-
clared one young woman's homemade
placard.

NEXT WEEK: Our next issue
will feature a special photograph-
ic coverage of the Nov. 15 San
Francisco demonstration.

]

Another placard identified a new con-
stituency, "San Francisco 49ers Against
the War and Racism and Imperialism
and the Baltimore Colts."

The Bay Area Peace Action Council
Labor Committee estimated that over
80,000 people marched in the labor
contingent representing officially or un-
officially many of the unions in the
Bay Area. Included in the contingent
were the Longshoremen; Local 6 Ware-
housemen; Painters Union; American
Federation of Teachers; Social Workers;
Municipal Railway Employees; Local
250 of the Hospital Workers and the
Teamsters.

The Student Mobilization Committee
was the predominant organization on
the march and at the rally. Banners
identifying chapters throughout the West
were seen all over the march. Most of
the march monitors were provided by
the SMC.

The success of the march and rally
came after several months of intense
struggle over policy for the action. As
previously reported in The Militant, a
grouping around the New Mobilization
Committee cochairmen Terrence Halli-
nan and Donald Kalish had attempted
to put the antiwar movement at the
disposal of Democratic Party forces.
Their conception was to organize a
cultural rally with only one speaker,
a "moderate,” who in the name of the
entire antiwar movement would explain
where the movement ought to go from
here.

Hallinan and company were not very
interested in a march. Their attempt to
impose this proposition on the move-
ment involved use of physical violence,
some of the crudest bureaucratic ma-
neuvering yet seen in the antiwar move-
ment, and political exclusion.

The actual rally represented a con-
siderable advance from their original
idea but still contained enough that
many participants were disappointed
by its "Hollywood" character and lack
of focus.

Speakers included Rev. Ralph Aber-
nathy of the Southern Christian Lead-
ership Conference; David Hilliard of
the Black Panther Party; Rennie Davis
of the Conspiracy 8; Delores Huerta
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of the Farm Workers; "Corky" Gon-
zales of the Crusade for Justice; former
Senator Wayne Morse; University of
California student body president Dan
Siegel; and Mad Bear Anderson, a Na-
tive American spokesman. Comedian
Carl Reiner and Paul Schrade of the
UAW acted as chairmen. (The latter
was appointed without even notice no
less agreement by the coalition. ).

Entertainment was provided by Cros-
by, Stills and Nash; the San Francisco
cast of Hair, Phil Ochs, Buffy Sainte-
Marie, The Youngbloods and Elaine
Brown.

Rather than a political rally to in-
spire and urge to action, Hallinan and
Kalish sought to put on a production,
a stage revue. The cochairmen referred
to the rally as "Woodstock West."

After the size of the crowd in Wash-
ington was announced, Carl Reiner
stated, "They may have more people
than us, but we're having more fun at
Woodstock West."

Yet basically, the rally was a far
cry from the pink-tea cultural event
Hallinan and Kalish had conceived.
In last minute decisions, they yielded
to the pressure of the broad coalition
represented by the Bay Area Peace Ac-
tion Council and invited two militants,
Corky Gonzales and Dan Siegel, to be
speakers. They and other speakers em-
phasized the fact of the actual continua-
tion of the war by Nixon and the con-
tinued urgent need for action to involve
masses in opposition to the war.

Former Senator Wayne Morse and
the Rev. Ralph Abernathy were also
well received by the throng. Morse led
off with a thinly velied attack on the
Black Panthers but then turned to a
defense of constitutional rights. He read
the First Amendment and urged Agnew
to look it over.

In spite of chilly, damp weather, the
great bulk of the crowd stayed for most
of the rally. Throughout the greater
part of the rally, thousands of people
streamed into the park in what seemed
like a never-ending march.

San Francisco saw a demonstration
Nov. 15 of unprecedented power. At
its conclusion all seemed inspired and
returned to their areas ready to orga-
nize even more people in the fight to
end the dirty war.
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IT WAS

By MARY-ALICE WATERS

WASHINGTON, D.C.—From every
conceivable city, village and town they
came to participate in the most mass-
ive demonstration in American history.
The roughly one million Americans who
marched on Washington and San Fran-
cisco Nov. 15 were taking part in the
largest political confrontation ever be-
tween masses of American people and
the government that supposedly repre-
sents them.

The sheer numbers involved were stag-
gering. Standing on the crest of the
hill which forms the base of the Wash-
ington monument, and watching the
hundreds of thousands of demonstra-
tors pouring into the area, it looked
like there was no room for more. Yet
tens of thousands were still crowded
into the area in front of the Capitol,
more than a mile away, waiting to
begin the long march up Pennsylva-
nia Avenue, which was also packed
with demonstrators. And many were
still trying to get through the traffic
jam into Washington. The crowd as
it finally assembled was so massive
that there was no terrestial vantage
point from which one could see the
total number.

Just as the overwhelming turnout for
the Oct. 15 Moratorium had taken many
by surprise, the total number who over-
came all obstacles to march through
the streets of Washington and San Fran-
cisco on Nov. 15 was greater than
most of the organizers had expected.
It provided striking confirmation of the
fact that the Moratorium was not an
aberration, but only the first step on
a qualitatively new plateau of rising
antiwar sentiment.

The Nov. 15 march was a power-
ful refutation of the notion expressed
by some of the Moratorium moderates
that a march on the nation's capital
demanding immediate, unconditional
U.S. withdrawal from Vietnam, orga-
nized on a nonexclusion basis, was
far too radical an action to win the
support of the millions of Americans
opposed to the war. One out of every
200 Americans was marching on Nov.
15, and for every one that marched,
there were dozens who agreed.

If one calculated simply the percent-
age of the nation's youth who were in
the streets on Nov. 15, the figure would
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be even more astounding. The "under-
twenty-five" population, who will soon
be a majority in this country, has be-
come a potent political force for the
nation's rulers to contend with.

The 1963 civil rights march on Wash-
ington, by comparison, mobilized
roughly a quarter million people— but
with the tacit support of the administra-
tion, and the financing of the union
movement, the churches, and every lib-
eral organization in the country. This
time, with the administration doing ev-
ery conveivable thing to try to under-
cut the size of the demonstration — from
red-baiting and threatening violence to
refusing permits and harassing the bus
companies — they still could not prevent
the largest demonstration in American
history from taking place.

One marcher succinctly put it: "I felt
today was the deadline. I knew that
if I didn't come today, I'd be part of
Nixon's silent majority."

The real majority

There was more of everything in this
demonstration. There were more adults,
more Afro-Americans, Puerto Ricans
and other Third-Worlders, more GlIs.
More labor unions endorsed and par-

at 100,000.

realistic.

afternoon.

The media’s numbers game

The news media —perhaps to get Agnew off their backs —has
deliberately and consistently played down the size of the Nov.
15 mass demonstrations. Most newspapers have estimated the
Washington turnout at 250,000 and the San Francisco rally

The New Mobilization Committee has estimated the two ac-
tions as involving 800,000 and 250,000 respectively.
able facts make it clear that the New Mobe estimates are entirely

The news media estimate for the Washington action is about
the same as the 1963 civil rights march, which had been gen-
erally said to have been about 200,000. Yet everyone who saw
the two D. C. demonstrations —both participants and reporters —
agree that the Nov. 15 action was several times the size of the
1963 march. All available statistics confirm this.

For example, the New Mobe marshals registered approximate-
ly 4,000 buses in Washington, accounting for nearly 200,000
people. In addition, thousands upon thousands of demonstra-
tors crammed all regular transportation facilities to capacity
and many, many more came by car. And no one knows how
many residents of the Washington area itself participated.

Even those with a special eye for crowds agreed. A representa-
tive of the sanitation company that provided-the temporary toilets
both for the 1963 demonstration and this one, reported that the
company set up many more toilets this time and that it had to
service them much more frequently. A hot-dog concessionaire
who was provisioned with 100,000 hot dogs, sold out by early

In San Francisco, the media estimated —prior to the demonstra-
tion —that if the rally site were filled, it would hold close to 300,-
000. Yet, mysteriously, when the site was virtually filled on Nov.
15, the press decided it was only 100,000.

All avail-
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ticipated in this action than ever before,
including the Detroit American Federa-
tion of Teachers (which officially en-
dorsed the action by a membership
vote), the Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers, the Amalgamated Meat Cutters and
Butcher Workers, the New York Social
Service Employees Union, The Inter-
national Brotherhood of Teamsters,
New York's District 65, and many local
union officers of the United Auto Work-
ers (though not the International of-
ficers).

But even these important steps for-
ward were dwarfed by the unprecedent-
ed numbers of high school and col-
lege age youth who turned out.

The newly awakening political con-
sciousness of the crowd was perhaps
most clearly expressed in the way they
responded to folksinger Pete Seeger's
rendition of "All we are saying, is give
peace a chance." Chorus after chorus
of that plea was voiced by hundreds
of thousands of demonstrators, stand-
ing in full view of the White House.

The bulk of those who came to Wash-
ington on Nov. 15 were clearly still
at a pre-radical level of consciousness.
Many carried American flags and signs
emphasizing peace, brotherhood, love,
and an abhorrence of violence. They
were angry at having been labeled un-
American, unpatriotic, "rotten apples,"
virtual traitors — simply for wanting the
killing stopped in Vietnam.

They had a particularly strong dis-
like for Spiro Agnew who they regard-
ed as the administration spokesman.
When comedian Dick Gregory finished
his five-minute satirical lambasting of
the vice president, the crowd enthusias-
tically screamed "more, more."

The speakers, represented a wide
range of political views, all the way
from Senators Goodell and McGovern
and former Under Secretary of Com-
merce Howard Samuels on the one side,
to Carol Lipman of the Student Mo-
bilization Committee. Despite the bitter
cold, the crowd listened silently and
attentively to them all, but did notidenti-
fy strongly with any of the positions
presented. They neither agreed nor dis-
agreed vociferously. Only the popular

entertainers and the digs at Agnew

drew loudly enthusiastic responses.
Justice Department

The prevailing mood of peace and
anti-violence also made itself felt in the
action at the Justice Department at the
end of the Washington Monument rally.

This action had been called and or-
ganized independently of the New Mo-
bilization Committee by a variety of
groupings including RYM II and other
SDSers, the Yippies, Youth Against War
and Fascism, Liberation News Service
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and others. It's purpose was to register
support for the "Conspiracy 8" and to
demand freedom for Bobby Seale and
other victimized Panthers.

Support for these aims waswidespread
among the antiwar demonstrators and
several thousands followed these group-
ings from the Washington Memorial
rally to the Justice Department.

There it was clear that the authorities
were looking for a pretext to attack the
demonstration. They had their pretext
when a few individuals (undoubtedly
including provocateurs) in the huge
crowd threw some rocks and bottles
at the walls of the Justice Department
building.

It was absolutely plain that the hand-
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