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.withouth a hearing. On Saturday,
. “trial”
_party activists from all over the
.state attended the session en
.masse and we put our accusers

.on trial bafgre them. The irrefu-
_table faets brought out at this

- rglization of the state member-
- activity

. warfare.”
.member by member we proved
that the presumably responsible

.per cent failure in recruitingand
.and 100 pre cent success in de-

. own locals and its own member-

_able to present a single candi-

" cals and members presented a re-
- membership growth.

- (both Clarity supporters

. the Clarityite Stockton local, and

- the Old Guard split

- has exceeded more than twice the

" lieation of the APPEAL is more
- than justified.

- bulletin, mere than the fact that
- organ of Clarity (with permis-

. tion of his particular confusion)
- i8 the pressing necessity of an
-organ of revolutionary Marxism

- Inan, Chioago.

- APPEAU and dsuste Sve dellars.
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;"CALIFORNIA PARTY DISPLAYS

RECORD GROWITH, ACTIVITY

SAN FRANCISCO.—On August
11 the National Executive Com-
mittee suspended the charter of
the California State organization

August 28, we were given a mock
by a hand-picked com-
mittee appointed by the NEC to
“take over” our organization. The

hearing will have an interest for
comrades in other states who
have been hearing so much about
California

‘We were charged with “demo-

ship and stultification of party
hy incessant factional
f.ocal by local amd

SEC majority had recorded 100

morglizing and stultifying” its

supporters. Clarity has so demo-
ralized itself that it has not heen

date for responsible state or ac-
tive local office since the state
convention in February of this
year.

Simultaneously the Appeal lo-

cord . of strengthened morale,in-
crepsed activity, and actual
Despite the
resignatiou of the laggard old-
guard Foprish Branch and the
Stalinist-infiuenced Oxnard Local
of a
stultification” of

sort), and the

the anti-trade union-discipline
Bakersfield local the total mem-
bership of the State is larger
than it was immediately after
and the
Workers Party entry. By compa-
rison _with the mnational totals
for the same period California

national average.
Registration High

Registration despite a wide-
spread bhoycott by Clarity sup-
porters, totaled 349 on August
15th. This figure may be com-
pared with 237 non-Old Guard

By Glen Trimble

taken from official local secre-
taries’ reports of the period).
The actual membership allowing
for registration stragglers is
approximately 300. Let any other
state match the California record
of 249 registrations out of 300
membership by August 15, 1937.
Numbers have significance only
in terms of Soeialist work—
official delegates from local after
local reported no sign of Clarity,
state. The challange went unans-
but lectures, classes, trade union
strength, street meetings, re-
cruiting, nevertheless. Above all,
the youth has advanced, record-
ing a growth from 40 to 125 in
Los Angeles, 4 to 18.in East Bay,
new circles in Stockton, Domin-
guez Hills, San Bernardino,
tightened state and regional or-
ganization, active organizers
touring the state. No better evi-
dence of the political health of
the Appeal group and the political
decay and rottenness of its op-
ponents could, be presented.

Another charge was “sabotage
and neglect of the party press
and literature”. This charge,
made farcical by the miserable
paucity of literature issued by the
National Office in the past year,
was turned against its. makers.
We challenged them to prove
sales or support of any party
publication even approaching that
of the Appeal comrades in the
wered. We proved consistent and
openly admitted sabotage of the
official state paper, Labor Action,
and practical non-support of the
Call by most of the Clarity sup-
porters. Against this we present-
ed our own record of support to
a state paper through sixteen
hard-won issues, a functioning
book shop in Los Angeles and
street meeting literature distri-
bution,

‘We produced a bulletin issued
June 1, 1937 regarding re-regis-
tration, and urged all locals to
use the reregistration period to
increase support to the party
press, as well as generally revive
and strengthen activity of inactive
members. The secretary instruct-
ed locals to use the National
Office Call drive bulletins as a
basis for this phase of the re-
registration visiting work. We
suggest that if our record called
for charter-jerking, Wisconsin's
twenty-times worse percentage

members in March, 1936 (figures

deserved at least a mild rebuke.

Clarity’s Case

Against this proof of revolu-
tionary accomplishment and of
reformist failure what did Clarity
offer? Rodgers read a document
written for him (he is not trust-
ed to extemporize), reiterating
the old charges and buttressing
them with no evidence except a
rather smelly mess of irrelevant
an innocuous stolen personal
letters, hear-say, slander, distort-
ed quotation and warnings that
“communism” would destroy us.
The delegate from Fresno very
pertinently characterized their
case as charges of “liar, thief,
slander and ‘you don’t play fair’"
and commented, “It seems to me
that in every factional fight where
the struggle becomes bitter, the
group that is being liquidated
ideologically resorts to such
charges to take the place of a
political position that can be
attacked™.

Clarity failed to rally a single
local, branch or YPSL delegate—
official or unofficial—(this latter
alternative for Clarity’s benefit
was included in Rodgers’ invita-
tion. Even the SEC majority,
though called, failed to come.
Only Rodgers, Clement and four
lonely rank-and-filers could be
resuscitated for the occasion. The
attitude of this handful was
“what does it matter? We have
the NEC!” Just so, and thé NEC
has...... them,

The rest of the Socialist Party
of California—every active loeal,
the entire YPSI, ninety eight per
cent of the active membership—
has had an eye-witness demon-
stration of the determination of
the NEC to expel “ revolutionists
within the Socailist Party”. It
was not fact, legalism, or the
rganizational charges which were
at issue. Bursting through these
comparative trifles was the clear
fact that the Socialists of Cali-
fornia were political enemies and
that the verdict of “guilty” had
already been signed, sealed, and
delivered.

Reformism is in the ex-Social-
ist Party saddle, but the victory
will be empty and bitter. Only
revolutionary Socialism can ex-
propriate the expropiators and
lead the working-class in the
conquest of the earth. California
Socialists prefer to aid in and
share that victory.

MINNEAPOLIS, Minn.—When,
on August 7 in New York City,
Farmer-Labor Governor Elmer A.
Benson of Minnesota said " he
would be in favor of havmg]
President Roose‘elt run for
third term,” (N. Y. Times, Ang. |
8), he was telling the people that
the days of the party of which
he is the standard-bearer, as a
group independent from the Re-
publican and Democratic parties,
are drawing to a close. He was
doing more. He was stating that
the Minnesota Farmer - Lator
Party has not the slightest in-
tention of participating in a na-
tional Farmer-Labor movement,
but, instead, that its leaders have
already made up their minds to
lead it into a Liberal Republican-
Liberal Democratic People’s Front
in the 1940 national campaign.

In short, the Minnesota Farm-
er-Labor Party is treading the
inevitable path to dissolution. To
be sure, it is impelled at a move
rapid pace in this direction by the
Popular Front line of the Com-
munist Party. But from the very
first years of its political suc-
cesses under Floyd B. Olson, the
truth is that the FLP never was
for one instant independent of
the capitalist parties. The All-
Party Committees (forerunner of
the People’s Front) which have
been a feature of every election,
since 1928 assured the influence |
of the old political machines
within, the FLP.

Benson is not the only Farmer
‘Labor leader to go on record for
the - People’s Front. On August
24, Senator Ernest Lundeen (a
supporter of Lemke’s candidacy
in 1936) announced a sectional
meeting of the Farmer-Labor
bureau in Washington. ~Lundeen,
although insisting mno attempt
will be made to outline a program
at this first meeting,” says the
report, “indicated efforts pro-
bably will be made to enlist sup-
port from the more liberal ele-
ments of both Republican and

Democratic parties.” This is the
Stalinist formula for their
People’s Front,

To those in Minnesota who
refer to themselves as “real

Farmer-Laborites” (as distinguis-
hed from the “All Party Farmer-
Laborites™), this means a

triumph for the liquidationist
All-Party line which has been
fought by the rank-and-file “of
the Farmer-Labor Party ever
since Floyd Olson first introduced

Farmer-Labor Leaders Plan The
Dissolution of Their Party

{means that the Communist Party
i has now infiltrated into the FLP

apparatus to the point where the
Stalinists will now be able quite
rapidly to lead it into the Demo-
cratic party for the purpose of
their "broad People’s Front.”

All this fine talk that “a Labor
Party helps break the masses
from their ties to the capitglist
parties,” in the light of these
latest facts, is seen to be utterly
unrealistic. In a very short period
of time, it is more than likely
that the FLP in Minnesota, for
many Yyeears considered by the
liberals a shining beacon of pro- -
gress, will have little to distin-
-guish it from the American Labor
Party mess in New York City.

The. actions of Benson, Lun-
deen, and many other leading
F-L spokesmen follow closely-
upon the heels of the draft re-
solution of the state committee
of the Minnesota Communist
Party dated July 10, a copy of :
which has come into our hands. *»

“The organized labor move- ;
ment, especially the CIO, Labor's o
Non-Partisan League, independ- ‘Lfi
ent Farmer-Labor and progres- :
sive parties, large masses >f toil-
ing farmers and city middle
classes (reads the draft) have
tended to rally around Roosevelt
in the Democratic Party, seeking
by independent organization apd
struggle to influence that party...
to work for progressive and de-
mocratic solutions to the presse
mg problems that confront the
masses This regrouping of the
class forces was already fore-
shadowed in the vangward state
of Minnesota by the alliance bet-
ween the liberal Democratic -
forces with the Farmer-Lakor
Party behind Roosevelt and Ben-
son against the Republican al-°
liance with the Liberty Lcague
Democrats.... This advance of
labor and the people is further
being stimulated in Minnesota by
the Farmer-Labor admijnistration,
by the transformation of the,
Farmer-Labor Party in the di-
rection of a broad people’s front
and by the increased activity and

yaAg
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influence of the Communist
Party,” ete., ete. -

If there exists a single honest
Socialist who had the slightest
hopes that the Minnesota Farmer-
Labor Party would be a means
of developing independent pol-
itical action of the workers on a
national scale, these recent de-
velopments should root out such

it in his early campaign. This

illusions.

]

“The rvresumption of the pub-

More than the
wiolation ef the promises, by the
NEC, to publish an. inner-party

the Call is essentially a factional

sion to Thomas for the publica-

to- educate the advanced workers
on the sigmificance of the great
events of the day. We would be
remiss {n eur duty if we were to
continye 49 permit the miserable
Call $0 pass off as the organ of
revolutionary secialism. Revolu-
tionary Maxxism must have its
ghampion and the APPEAL must
assume -that role.”—aAlhert Gold-

- Kby Censral Gemmittee, Local
Beston, voted o send revelution-
8%y-grostings 4o the SOCIALIST

- Frem Fresno Branch, Cchtor

. “Were we clated when.we ve-]

"APPEAL GREETINGS

ceived the copy of the APPEAL!
TFhe idea of having a paper that
expresses our views at the pres-
ent moment gives us an added
spur in our struggle against the
right wingers.”

“I have just received—and
“devoured "—the first issue of
the new SOCIALIST APPEAL
It is a good job. And what a
relief to have once more a “re-
volutiongry voice” to repd! I
think this one issue will mean a
big boost in left-wing morale. I
am enclosing $5 for my subscrip-
tion and donation. And T’ll send
you at legst $2 every month—
more if possible—to help keep it
going, I certainly think every
left-wingers should make every
financial sacrifice possible to keep
it a weekly paper."—Hildegarde
Smith, Hutchinson, Kansas.

- “I extend .greetings, and I
commend . you for your decision
and sction in repyhlishing the
SQCIALIST APPEAI. Now and

at all- times, the Sgeialist mave-
mont requires clear thinking and
couragesys- actien.. I enclose $5.

Kindly renew my subscription
and accept the four new ones,
names of which I herewith en-
close.”—Chas. L. H. - Marston
Mills, Cape Cod, Mass.

Party organizations and lead-
ers throughout the country are
greeting the appearance of the
revolutionary organ. We reprint
a few: '

Leuisville, Kentucky

“The Sociglist Appeal is a real
paper. Please send us ten more
copies of the new issue for which
we will send the money upon
sale,

“For a Revolutionary Party

Enrico Panicali
* Louisville, Kentucky”

Reochester Y.P.S.L.

“The Y.P.S.L of Rochester
extends you their wsrm greet-
ings as you venture forth to de-
fend revolutionary Marxism in
the Socialist Appeal. Last eve-
ning (Aug. 25) the circle unanim-
ously accepted the position of
the Appesl on the crucial poli-
tical issues, comipg qut solidly
for a new revolutionary Foyrth
International. Wl also passed
a blistering denuncistion of the

left-wing purgings- by the Alt-

man-Clarity bloc in New York
which I have just mailed to the
i\lew York City Central Commit-
ee.

“The first issue of Appeal was
taken up so quickly that I am
personally sending in this order
for thirty more copies of the first
issue, and enclose payment.

Fraternally.
Richard E. Posner,
Asst. Organizen”.

St. Paul, Minnesota

“We have just received the

peal and all comments indicate .
that they are all glad to get it ,
and like the appearance. More
later. d
Paul A. Rasmussen.”

Local Rochester

“Greetings to Socialist Appeal
from one who as a delegate to
the Chicago National Convention
was unaffiliated with any fac- .
tion, but who observed and leam~
ed from the left wing.

B. C. Bennen, Organiser,
Local Rochester

first issue of the Soeialist Ap-

‘Chairman, Monroe County

Socialist Appeal
100 Fifth Ave.
Room 1609

New York City

Enclosed find §.....

Ngme ..........
Address
City .....

s e s 0 e

'SUBSCRIPTION BLANK .

Socialist Appeal. ($2.00 per year; $1.00 for six months).

for which send me Thg'
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Feuchtwanger

Against Attack of Andre Gide

Defends Stalin

Rudely shaken for the first time
by the German fascist dictator-
ship, thoroughly permcated with
liberal-bourgeois prejudices, and
shamelessly , virginal  politically,
Lion Feuchtwanger fills to a
nic-ty the role of literary advo-
cate for the Stalin regime.

Feuchtwanger’s pot-boiler, Mos-
cow 1937, is explicitly directed
against Andre Gide’s Return from
the USSR and his Retouches. hit-
ter criticisms of the Stalinist
bureaucracy, which have creatad a
furore in Europe. More generally
it is addressed to the liberal in-
telligentsia of the world, whose
faith in the USSR has been sev-
erely shaken by the recent execu-
tions.

Only the fact that the good
bourgeois Feuchtwanger trembles
sympathetically to all the bour-
geois manifestations of the Stalin
régime, as one tuning fork does

4 to another, can explain his state-

ments upon the key questions of
soviet life. Let us examine a few:

A Bourgeois Defense

On wage differentials: “The idea
that, so long as citizens in a so-
cialist state cannot all live well,
they must all live meanly, or at
any rate very modestly, seems to
me an atavistic derivative of
primitive Christian views
more pious than reasonable.”

On freedom of political criti-
cism: “...one never hears criti-
c¢ism of the general principle of
the Party. In this they ‘conform,’
that is true.” And elsewhere: " At
bottom, the Soviet dictotorship is
confined to prohibiting the propa-
gation of two opinions in word,
deed, or writing: first, that the
establishment of socialism in the
Union is impossible without a
world revolution, and, secondly,
that the Soviet Union is bound to
lose the coming war.”

-On Stalin’s estimation of the
masses: "If he tolerates all the

-+ cheering, he explained, it is be-

..

” @ream?

cause he knows the naive joy the
uproar of the festivities affords
those who organize them.”

Why did Trotsky lose in his
figth against Stalin in the Soviet
Union? “..Trotsky clung to the
principles which had been proved
during the ' heroic, emotional
period, but which were bound to
go awry the moment they had to
serve everyday needs.” In ad-
dition—a grievous error—he “de-
clared world vevolution to be a
necessary condition for the estab-

lishment of socialism; he adhered '

rigidly to the Marxist doctrine
of absolute internationalism; he
advocated the tactics of the per-
” manent revolution and demons-
trated with a great show of logic
the correctness of the Marxist
proposition that the establish-
ment of socialism in any one
" country was impossible.”

A Story-teller’s Story . ...

It is not hard for Feuchtwanger
to prove to his complete satisfac-
tion that Trotsky is a terrorist.
“Trosky has given expression
_time and time again to his un-
bounded hatred and contempt for
Stalin. Would he not translate
into action what he had expressed
in word and writing?” Q. E. D.
" What impression did the trial
fgive? .. .the impression one re-
geived was that the accused,

and :

By Blake Lear

to catch the modulations of the

Russian  language and, when
translated, it can very easily have
a superlative, extravagant and

odd effect.” This from a man
,who confessedly doesn’t speak
! Russian!

Why were there no documents,
‘no witnesses?  “Details of civ-
'cumstantial evidence, documents
!and depositions may interest
:jurists. criminelogists, and histoy-
.ians, but- we should only have
iconfused our Soviet citizens had
;we spun out all kinds of details.”
}\\’hat typical contempt for the

‘masses is expressed, and what
jcynicism!
{ Does Keuchtwanger consider

‘the defendants guilty? Well—ah
—vyes! "I must admit that, al-
‘though the trial has convinced
ime of the guilt of the prisoners,
I can find no completely satis-
'factory explanation of their be-
‘haviour before the court...” Fur-
ther: " ‘What I have understood
"is excellent. From which I con-
'¢clude that the rest which I have
not understood is also excellent.””

What is necessary to make
‘everything comprehensible? It
‘would take a great Soviet poet
to make their guilt and their sin
comprehensible to Western
minds”

Swears by Stalin

Could it possibly be that Stalin
has concocted a frame-up? Oh,
no. ‘Read any book or any speech
of Stalin’s, look at any portrait
of him... It at once becomes as
clear as daylight that this mod-
est, impersonal man cannot pos-
sibly have committed the colos-
sal indiscretion of producing
with the assistance of countless
performers so coarse a comedy...”

Let it not be thought, however,
that Feuchtwanger, who can ad-
mit that a petty-bourgeois men-
tality is developing in the USSR,
and who can dismiss criticism in
the USSR as "carping, whining,
and alarming,” without a qualm,
has no criticisms to make. He
dislikes the totalitarian régime
in literature, he thinks that
i"sabotage” is caused in great
-part by "incompetence pure and
'simple,” he is opposed to the ful-
‘some praise of Stalin, he has his
doubts about the Moscow trials—
‘yet, in the end, he finds “the at-
titude which many Western -in-
tellectual< have adopted towards
the Soviet Union short-sighted
and without merit.”

Moscow 1937 is significant be-
‘cause it indicates the struggle
.which has begun among the in-
‘tellectuals over the question of
‘Sta]inism. Preceding every deep
social crisis, like the wind which
,precedes the storm, comes ideo-
| logical turmoil among the intel-
‘lectuals. Some come over to the
iside of the socially progressive
{ forces; others, like Feuchtwanger,
short, remain

‘for long or for
,with the reaction.

Sacco-Yanzetti Rally
Disrupted by Chicago
Clarity Leaders

By Melos Most

CHICAGC.—A Sacco and Van-
zetti Memorial Rally held by the
Socialist Party on Chicago’s
south side was disrupted in the
presence of protesting outsiders
by a group of Clarityites led by
iRoy Burt, national party sec-
'retary, and Maynard Kiueger,
national action committee mem-

ber, in an attempted “coup
d’etat”™ to capture a left wing
cefter.

At the rally, held August 17
by the Jackson Park branch, Burt
and Krueger appeared with a
group of Clarityites' some of
whom had to introduce them-
‘selves to the branch membership.
;Before the lecture could begin,
iBurt personally rose to move
‘that four branch officers be con-
'sidered removed and new elec-
I'tions be held then aWd there,
;without even time for the re-
quired official notice, on the basis
of a reapportionment of dele-
|gates made by the County Dele-
'gate Body the night before.

Outsiders Protest

The action was so disruptive
that outsiders present who were
total strangers at least to us of
the left wing, took the floor to
protest that “we have come here
to hear about Sacco and Vanzetti,
not your internal squabbles.” The
Burt-Krueger-Clarity ~packers,”
however, refused either to refer
the question to a special meeting
or to move executive session
(fearing too much discussion).

Burt finally accepted an amend-
ment to hold the election at the
next meeting when members de-
clared they would otherwise boy-
cott it and protest its legality,
but refused to call a closed meet-
ing before then at which his case
for a midterm election might be
examined.

The members of the branch,
now forewarned, will overwhelm-
ingly repudiate this action at the
next meeting and uphold their
branch officers. Several Clarity
rank-and-filers have begun to
express doubts about the unholy
alliance with Burt, an Altman-
Thomas sympthiser. Charges
against Burt are being preferred
by 14 branch members present at
the meeting.

Attack on Left

The Jackson Park branch, se-
cond biggest in the city, is the
south side center of the left wing.
It ranks first in fund-raising, at-
tendance at city-wide functions,
and union activity.

Having no Altman to do their
dirty work for them, the Clarity-
ites themselves have had to take
the initiative in beginning the
split here. That they have begun
by disrupting a public Socialist
meeting is only one more proof
of the fact that they can only
carry out their plan of stopping
the leftward advance of the mem-
bership by trying to liquidate
the Party.

i California YPSL
Summer Schoel

i This year’s annual Socialist
Summer School in California met
'with unprecendented success.

!From all parts of the State mem-
{bers of the YPSL and their
ifriends arrived by thumb, truck,

|!foundation for future study and
' aetivity.

After six hours of work, ap-
petites were sharpened with
swimming, baseball, etc., until
the dinner gong rang and the
forks began to fly. At night
;around a bonfire impromptu en-
|tertainers amused the camp, and
voluminous voices stirred the

‘Prosecution, and judges had the and train to spend a week of hills with revolutionary songs.
?Me,.l might. almost say sport- [highly concentrated study at the :Aside from winning many new
me, interest in arriving at a2 workmen’s Circle Camp ih the reerunits into the League, the en-

sitisfactory explanation.”
#eein melodramatic, like a bad

) Sanh Bernardino Mountains. Un- itire organization felt a stream 'overalls.
Does the language of the trial 'der the trees or in the cabins |of new blood run thru its veins |Guards were disarmed and ar-

students assembled to read and

“That the confession |discuss Marxian economics, philo- |
Suhded emotional is due chiefly |sophy, history, or union organ- 'eloping
% the translation. It is difficult 'isational work, cementing a real fcedre of youth.—Tida Moere.

when the students returned, and
has started on the read of dev-
a powerful revolutionary

Letters from Barcelona Picture
Bourgeois-Stalinist Repressions

The following extracts are
from a number of letters, =ent
from Barcelona between Jan. 25
and May 15, 1937. Their cuther-
ship cannot be revealed lest the
GPU murderers and unathe:
victim to their list.

JAN. 25. — Counter-rzvoiution
continues making headway, and
each day we are in a more and
more delicate situation. The
PSUC under Moscew’s orders as
interpreted by the Barcelona
Consul (Antonov-Ovscenko), is
organizing physical repression
They already have their Cheka,
directed by elements from out-
side. Tonight in a town near
Barcelona in Tarragona province
there is fighting with gun: be-
cause PSUC elements have tried
to occupy CNT headquarters.

This we interpret as a provoca-
tion against the CNT. It was
initiated by flying squadrons of
the PSUC, composed of foreign-
ers. Yesterday there was a
meeting in Barcelona at which
it was proposed that POUM be
liquidated The man who said
it was Carrillo, the same who,
at the Valencia Congress of the
United Socialist Youth, declared
it necessary to invite the Cat-
holies to join the youth organiza-
tion because “we have stopped

for Spanish independence”....

MAY 4.—I am writing to the
rhythm of pistol shot, rifle shot,
an occasional hand grenade, and
some machine-gun firing..... The
Ramblas are held by the CNT-
Since yesterday
afternoon the overall element is
back on the street, armed and
with barricades springing up like
mushrooms. The uniformed crowd
retired to their strongholds, and
from there keep up intermittent
firing..... It started with provoca-
tion from government armed
forces, Yesterday the Commis-
sioner of Public Order sent out
the uniforms to take the Tele-
phone Building. The overalls re-
sisted. The mass was aroused.
Without orders from their orga-
nization, they went out into the
streets, and there they are. Last
night CNT-FAI ordered their
men back, but the overalls paid
no attention.....

It’s a’sorry sight to see the
Telephone Building with only the
(Catalan and Spanish flags and
'no anarchist flag. It is the first
time since July 19 that the black-
red symbol of. proletarian power
is down. So many anarchist flags
have come down in the city that
the CNT-FAI masses must feel
terrible....

M. just came in; he says the

.....

to drop arms and retire to work
—but they are still at it. We arz
locked in, running low on fecod
but trying to hold out.

me that in about 10 minutes the
overalls will attack the Assanlt
barracks around the corner. The
slogan is: “CNT-FAI-POUM!
Long live the revolution!”

The night was terrible, with
radio speeches by CNT leaders
in Valeneia pleading with the
overalls to back down. An Assault
Guard just came over. He wants
to know, what will we do if the
overalls attack them? He knew
in advance; as far as we can
make out, his real purpose was
to insinuate that if the attack
breaks, we can get ready to take
in some of his crowd as prison-
| ers; they don’t like fighting the
At Sans, 490 Civil

rested without a fight.

MAY 5—4 p. m. It's a good
ithing the overalls did not let the
. Phone building go altogether but

being Marxists- and are fighting |

Mighting  rages in otheis, The
‘attack here  has nol developed.
. We were warned that the Aszault
 Guards wlght new atback s so
[we got ready., We caw’t et cut
because . all the nearby streets
are in the hands of the uniforms.
We will not attack but will not
dic without a fight. We hea: some
sailors have fraternized with the
overalls.

CNT has ordered {he overalls
back again, this time threatening
to disown them if they dont obey.
The friends of Durrustti  have
given cut a leaflet wrging the
workers to stay in the sireets to
defeat the counter-revolution,
and hailing POUM as a coowade
organization. The raachine-gunn-
ing is getting louder,

MAY 9.—All over, at least
temporarily. On Thwisday we
were told to give up cur arms
and that all armed forces would
be taken off the streets. Our
military committee agreed. The
doors were opened and in came
the Assault Guards, Fistat Catala
and some PSUC people. They took
our guns. Some of the yeggs
among them wanted to ll M.,
and took a workout tearing up
posters and papers, smashing
furniture etc.

Wie went out
threes and got over to GHQ,
which sent some new overall
guards over to our place, M, urg-
Ied them not to, saying the men
,would be held as hostages. The
argument was still going on
when the police phoned up: the
new guards were already pinched.
Fortunately, we had a couple of
| Assault Guards under arvest and
we made a trade.

All Thursday was tense, al-
though we enjoyed semshine and
fresh air for the first tire in five
days. We could go around the
lower end of Ramblas, but not to
the Plaza Cataluna. I saw a coup-
le of doctors from the U S, am-
bulance corps; they wanted the
dope and seemed not to have
swallowed the Stalinist line 100
per cent. But they ave very con-
fused. We worked afl day and
M. spent the night m an ex-
brothel, very luxurious, he says
including soap, while 1 stayed a
the Hotel for 12 pesctas and got
no soap. The government had
the phones and we had to talk
guardedly whenever we ealled.”

Friday was relatively qniet,
although 5,000 police from Va-
lencia paraded provceatively, On
Saturday all the workers were
back at their jobs and giving up
arms to their umions, etc. The
streets swarmed, as they still do,
with armed police of all varieties,
including many foreign Stalinists

in twes and

CNT at 3 p. m. ordered its people ,

MAY 5—It is 11:30. M. tel]s|

and proftssional gangsieis. They
patrol with fixed bayoneéts in
'groups of four and six. The PSUC
jis howling for suppression of
POUM.

MAY 15—] want you to use
these letters to coweteract the
international slander campaign
The May events have ctearly de-
monstrated the counter-revolu-
tionary role of Stalinism in bour-
geois service, Hand-in-hand with
police and reactionarics: they go
around in searching parties, asing
strong-arm f{actics, ftearing up
union cards, arresting, shooting
workers (12 of the Yibertarian
Youth found dead in Sardanola)...
They have enlisted writers in
their slander service. They pay.
well. Ramon J. Semder. who
showed up the real character of
the republic so well m his Iman

“and Seven Red Sandiiys, has deen

lined up with rubles; mow hé
,undertakes to wodify his Wooka
for Russian ptbHeation..... g
‘Passos knyws g thiny or two, bt
.will he tell?

7.
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“Maine Shoe Strike and ClO I_eadershlp

Old line chiefs, methods]

fail to brmg victory

By Russell Scott

Today there is a local of the
United Shoe Workers of America
in Lewiston-Auburn. But on the
other side of the ledger we read:
Four months of exhausting
struggle, $250,000 spent—the
final result: 500 union members
out of the 6,000 originally on
strike. A cost of aproximately
$500 per member, to say nothing
of the mood: of defeatism which
now characterizes the Maine Shoe
workers.

Notoriously an open shop state,
"whose chambers of commerce in
shoe centers were publicly ad-
vertising “No labor trouble” and
“cheap labor”, Maine had twice
before, in 1929 and 1932, success-
fully crushed  attempts to orga-
nize shoe factories,

Early in March 1937, the un-
duunted shoewerkers of Maine,
unable to tolerate conditions any
longer, disgusted with the pas-
sivity and discredited leadership
of the AFL, imppessed by the
militancy of the auto-worker
strikes, invited the United Shoe
Workers of America, affiliated
with the CIO, to organize the
6000 workers in the nineteen
factories of Lewiston and Auburn.

The rank and file of the United
Shoe and Leather Workers and
the Shoeworkers Protective As-
sociation, long rival unions, had
just. repudiated their reactionary
leadership by voting for amal-
gamation into the United Shoe
Workers of America and affilia-
tion with the CIO,

Leaders Hang On

The descredited leadership of
the two unions, however,
manoeuvered so that they cons-
tituted the .Shoe Workers Orga-
nizing Committee of the CIO
under Powers Hapgood. The gen-
eral organizer of the SWIOC was
William B. Mahan. Mahan's hi-
story is instructive. Having lost
an election in his own union, he
conspu'ed to sell out a strike his
union was running, to John D.
Nolan, head of the rival union.
This attempted betrayal had re-
sulted in Mahan'’s suspension
from his union. The other party
to this conspiracy, John D, No-
lan, is the present secretary of
the SWOC.

Another A F L Type

In the midst of setting up new
offices for the merged union came
the call from Maine. William J.
Mackesy was made chief orga-
nizer. A pacifist and opportunist,
with a background of training for
the priesthood, Mackesy is best
‘characterized as a frail demo-
gogue.

“The second organizer, Paul
Salvaggio, is an earnest and
sincere worker with strong
anarchistic leamings, whose fights
with Mahan & Co. had been long
and bitter. His work was ham-
pered by Mahan, who was afraid
that Salvaggio might outdo him
and run for general organizer of
the SWIOC at the next convention.

As a counter weight to Salvag-
gio, one of Mahan’s cronies,
Martin J. Lawless of Lynn, Mass.,
pugnacious, red-baiter, arrogant,
and a hard drinker, was made or-
ganizer. His tactics were typi-
cally AFL: as long as “his”
cutters were out, the strike was
won; the rest didn’t matter.

Along ‘with Lawless went May
Dauphine, a staurich supporter
of Mahan. Mey had been busi-
ness agent of the Lynn Stichers
Local for 2 years- previous .and
that at a recent election

had so well executed her duties
of officers, she received only 40
votes out of a possible 1200. She
is an ardent Coughlinite and had
ben a delegate to the Union
Party’s national convention. She
was notorious for her red-baiting.
While on a picket line, she
threatened to have one of the
militant strikers arrested for dis-
tributing official strike bulletins!
Her reason: she thought “It was
Comunistic literature”.

Over this conglomeration of
discredited “leadership” was di-
rector Powers Hapgood, vice
chairman of the S, P. National
Executive Committee. Hapgood
was aware of the past records
of these bureaucrats and betray-
ers. Nevertheless, he allowed this
corrupt and discredited gang to
determine the destiny of 6,000
militant sheeworkers.
elected to act as copciliator and
peacemaker among the politicians
and in so doing  weakened his
position as director of the SWOC
and discredited himself as a So-
cialist trade unionist. He soon
found himself so busy making
peace amongo the “big-shots”
that he lost touch with the rank
and file and so lost their faith
and confidence. It .is. significant
that when Hapgood and the
others were released from jail
receritly, only about six strikers
were outside the jail to greet
them,

Meanwhile, the local leadership,
consisting of a group of young
militants, rebelled and formed a
progressive bloc within the orga-
nizational committee, fighting for
mass demonstrations, for strike
bulletins, for more effective
picketing, for enlargement of the
organizational committee. Mahan
began a systematic red-baiting
campaign against those  local
leaders, intelligent, militant work-
ers who couldn’t be kidded any
longer.

Relief Doled Out

Mahan took complete charge of
the vital factor of relief. Every
dollar which came to aid the
strikers had to pass through his
hands! He carried all the cash,
sometimes thousands of dollars
in his coat pockets and simply
passed the money out according
to the merit of the case in his
eyes,
The reaction against Mahan’s
dictatorial methods was so great
that the strikers threatened to
injure him bodily unless he was
removed from his position. He
was finally removed through the
organized pressure of locals in
the New England district which
threatened to stop financial sup-
port of the strike if Mahan con-
tinued to handle the money.
While these internal struggles
were taking place, the shoework-
ers were battling all the reac-
tionary forces of the state. Ome
of the first things which the local
police did was to set up an ar-
bitrary picket line limit not less
than 500 feet from the factory
area, This should have immedia-
tely called out a mass demonstra-
tion of workers in front of their
factories, taking advantage of the
lack of any state law on picket-
ing. The damper was put on the
striker’s militant determination
to smash this police ruling, when
Mackesy called on the workers
to obey it and keep the peace!
Later when strikers went over
Mackesy’s head and broke
through this arbitrary line, not

one was arrested for the viola-
tions.

Hapgood.

The manufacturers soon got a
blanket injuction against the
strike as illegal and all the lead-
ers were jailed on contempt
charges except Mahan who, when
arrest seemed imminent, kept a
safe distance from the masses.

The natural reaction of the
strikers at the jailing was one
of resentment. They wanted to
demonstrate by surrounding the
jail, but on advice of Attorney
A. Raymond Rogers, this form
of demonstration was prohibited
as “it might antagonize the
courts.” Rogers was a delegate
to the Union Party’s recent
National Convention and ran on
its Coughlinite state ticket in
Maine.

In addition to the injuction, the
manufacturers invoked an old
conspiracy law to arrest all the
other organizers, even Mahan. A
few were also charged with in-
citing to riot.

The jailed Jeaders were re-
placed. But if the previous leader-
ship was bad, the new was even
worse. There came Charles Mur-
dock from Marlborough, Mass.,
who had run on the Democratic
ticket for Congress in the last
election. Every strike talk he
gave was a campaign speech for
Roosevelt. George Gorham was
another, a vicious red-baiter and
still a strong proponet of eraft
uionism. Charles Oldman, close
to 70 years of age, realized his
uselessness and begged to be
allowed to returm to Lynn. And
.0 replace Hapgood, John L. Lewis
sent Garfield Lewis of the United
Mine Workers. His whole role is
summed up in repeating his fa-
vorite phrases: *“And now, my
friends, when you go to the ballot
box on election day, vote for your
friends and defeat your enemies,”
and “The greatest president this
country ever had is Franklin
Delano Roosevelt.”

Government “Help”

It was now June, after four
months of strike, the leadership

hopelessly entangled in legal
technicalities, no secondary lead-
ership built up, the strikers apat-
hetic from lack of activity, and
funds practically exhausted. Now
4 “savior” appeared: the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board. For
months the strikers had been told
to put their faith in the govern-
ment, Surely they would get
justice now, “the government
was behind them”. Daily the
hearing room was packed with
eager, anxious strikers. The out-
come:

1. Three charges of the union
(interference with organization,
exisistence of a bloe list, refusal
to bargain collectively’ were dis-
missed on grounds of insufficient
evidence.

2. The other two charges
brought by the union (discrimina-
tion against employes for union
activity, and the company-domi-
nated nature of a local organiza-
tion which appeared after the
strike weakened) were withdrawn,
the union fearing adverse ruling
on these also.

3. The NLRB after two weeks
finally ordered an election with
the local (company) union on the
ballot.

The final blow was the plain-
tive and apologetic resolution
drawn up by Hapgood and ap-
proved by the SWOC as the only

way to save the face of the
union:

“...Whereas it is not our pur-
pose to unnecessarily prolong a
condition whereby manufacturers
of shoes in Lewiston and Auburn
may be unable to reopen their
factories; or their business be
permanently injured because of
their refusal, heretofore, to deal
with us on the ground that we

Chicago Backs Appeal .-

The Chicago party is divided
into two distinct sectons, the Eng-
lish section “and the foreign lan-
guage branches. The Chicago
organization has for many years
been one of the weakest sections
of the Socialist Party notwith-
standing the fact that the Na-
tional Office was always located
here. Following the fight with
the Old Guard and prior to the
entry of the Workers Party mem-
bers the party was almost non-
existent.

With a paper membership of
anywhere between five and eight
hundred, it was impossible for
the Cook County Socialist Party
to mobilize even a tenth of
them for any party work. The
English branches were composed
of trade union bureaucrats over
whom the organization exercised
not the slightest control, stay-at-
homes, (the banquet-activists),
National Office functionaries, so-
cial workers, ete.

The bulk of the membership
was in the language branches.
These branches are a completely
unknown quantitiy so far as the
Party is concerned. They are not
an intimate part of the organiza-
tion as such. Their dues are
paid directly to the national of-
fice. They have their own activi-
ties which are edsentially] cul-
tural. Politically, these branches
are right wing, akin to the Euro-
pean social democracy, lacking
however, their virtues of size and
money. More*than that, being
completely dissociated from the
party organization as such, not
subject to its decisions, cam-
paigns, or discipline, they are
nevertheless represented in the
Country Central Committee with
such a bulk of delegates that
they are in a position to accept,
reject, change, or mutilate any
decision adopted by the County
Executive Committee.

Fortunately for the rewvolu-
tionary section of the Party,
these delegates were not even
sufficiently interested in the par-
ty life to have attended meetings
of the CCC. In a period of a
year and half these delegates
were never present at such meet-
ings. Old party members have
never even seen the overwhelm-
ing majority of the leading mem-
bers of the language branches!

Appeal Works to Save
Party

This fact was one of the vea-
sons responsible for the estab-
lishment of a working bloc be-
tween the Appeal and Clarity

did not represent a majority of
their employees;

‘... Be it resolved that at a
meeting of Local 114 ..the strike
now in progress be and is hereby
terminated.”

There are definite lessons which
the shoeworkers must assimilate:

1. The reactionary left-overs
of the trade unions who are jump-
ing upon the CIO bandwagon
must be vigorously exposed and
fought—they are capable of be-
trayal only.

2. The workers must learn the
strike-breaking role of the N. L.
R. B. and the Roosevelt adminis-
tration.

8. We must point out the rela-
tionship of the CIO leadership to
capitalism. The CIQO is a pro-
gressive step in trade-unionism,
but the leadership’s class-colla-
borationist policies, its constant
red-baiting, its bureaucratic ad-

ministration, prove conclusively
it will act as a brake upon left-
‘ward- moving workers.

forces in the Chlmg%olgnnlue =z
tion for one purpose: To attempt
to save the party organization
and to activize it. The Appeal ,
forces entered branch executlves, ’
took over all kinds of posts.p.. -
the local Party organization, did- . *
almost all the public speaking -
for the Party, and in geners)..
was well on the way toward re- .
building the Socialist Party in .
Cook County. P ,;.‘

The convention and post .cen-..
vention period brought a halt tm:;«i
this development. The determmm- P
tion of the reactionary forces .to .-
exclude the revolutionists from e
the party forced matters to 8 <.
head. It is now a well known fgct.. ..g
that the proposal of the Appeal |, _ ,_
Group to Clarity, to establish g
polmcal bloc, or at least a work-_, ‘i -
ing bloc against the right-wing .
concentmxon, was rejected by ...
them in favor of the gag resolu-,
tion which it carried with the
complete support of the right-, ».‘
wing. From then on the fire of i
Clarity was directed against the’ f ;
Appeal.

in the July County Central g
Committee, two important deci- i
sions were taken Firstly, Norman
Sanders, a leading member of
the Appeal Association and —_—
County Labor Secretary, was.
elected to the Executive to ﬁll
the vacancy left by Ben Flsher,
who resigned to take over the .
secretary’s post in Detroit. Sé- f
condly a motion calling for &
referendum on the gag resolution
was unanimously adopted. The
election of Sanders would glve i
the Appeal a majority or near-, _ 4
majority in the County Executive .
Committee. With a real majority .&- " §
in the CCC (the English spenk-.
ing branches) the Appeal wouxd
have a maJorxty of the executive
bodies in the Cook County Or- L
ganization! =

Clarity and Language

Branches

Now comes Clarity —but no‘t" 3
without its allies. At the August’ ;
CCC mesting, held on the 16th,”
some leading members of the Ap-
peal group were given their first
opportunity to gaze upon the re-
presentatives of the langu
branches. The meeting was pack-
ed with such delegates, rounded -
up by MacDowell and Trager, for: "~
one purpose: to upset all the

& -

*
.
(4

,declslons of the July meeting of”
the CCC. ,

The first action of the meeting - -
was the consideration of a mo-
tion introduced by MacDowell, the. ..
“constitutional expert”, to reseind
all the decisions of the July"
meeting on the ground that the =« |
meeting was illegally constituted ]
and therefore all its decisions = -~
were illegal. . The motion carried .
in spite of the fight made by the
English branches. Sanders was_
then removed from the CEC and
MacDowell “elected”. The uwm-.
animous decision on the referem--
dum was rescinded to be recom-_
slgered at a future date. These..
decisions were carried after heat-.
ed discussion in which the Ap-
peal delegates were physn;dly
threatened by the representatives
of the language branches. N

Naturally, the real reason for
this action by Clarity was not
constitutional. MacDowell quite -
frankly stated that "we do not
want to give the Appeal group a3
majority or near-majority in thefh
CEC because we do not know.™
how long they will remain in tho =
Party!” :

But the Chicago party. as the §
facts prove, stands solidly with

the Appeasl.




