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HITS U

Huge Judgment Against Philadelphia Hosiery
Union Gives Bosses Dangerous
Weapon Against Labor

COURT USES SITDOWN RULING

A Tederal Court in Philadelphia last week ordered a
hosiery workers' union to pay $711,932 to the Apex Hosiery
sustained during a sit-down strike

Company as “damages”
in its plant in 1937.

Under the aggressive direction of U. S, Distriet Court
Judge W. 11. Kirkpatrick, an obedient jury on April 3 found

NIONS

that the company had suffered damages of $237,310 as a

result of the strike.

In entering the verdict against Branch

L of the American IFederation of Hosiery Workers (C.1.0.),
Sirkpatrick trebled the damages.

That this monstrous decision
would be quickly utilized by the
bosses was soon indicated
when two days later three
strike-bound trucking compan-
ies filed a similar suit for $990,-
000 against the Teamsters’ In-
ternational and its locals in
four Connecticut cities.

Fansteel Decision Used

The Philadelphia decree
combines the recent Supreme
Court decision outlawing sit-
down- strikes with the punitive
provisions of & much older, but
equally judge-made law, the
Sherman Anti-Trust Act— ap-
pljed not against the trusts but
against the unions.

Judge Kirkpatrick struck his
blow with the assurance pro-
vided him by the Supremec
Court decision, February 28, i
the Fansteel case, outlawing
the sit-down strike.

The Philadelphia strike was
a comparatively minor one
during the great wave of sit-
down strikes in 1937. Inspired
by these militant strikes, which
made possible the btilding of
the United Automobile Work-

See article ‘‘Courts Invent
Means to Break Strikes
When Employers Cannot,”
page 4.

ers, the United Rubber Work-
ers and other unions, the Phil-
adelphia hosiery workers occu-
pied the Apex Hosiery Com-
pany factory, which had vi-
ciously resisted unionization for
many years. Begun May 7, the
strike ended June 23, 1937, with
@ union victory including, after
subsequent negotiations, the
closed shop.

Filed Much Later .

Only some time after the
wave of sit-down strikes died

down and were finally dis-]

avowed by the C.I.O. official
leadership, and the hosiery
union failed to consolidate its
forces in the Apex factory,.did
the company pluck up courage
enough to file the suit against
the hosiery union.

It was likewise after the sit-
down strikes had been aban-
doned and apologized for by the
John L. Lewis leadership, that
the courts outlawed that basic
weapon of American labor.

As in the Fansteel case, the
union attorneys made no at-
tempt to defend the hosiery
sit-down. William Leader, pres-
ident of the local, denied re-
sponsibility for the sit-down
while the attorneys declared
that the union does not advo-
cate the sit-down nor ‘“‘condone
the violence.”’ In both cases.
therefore, the union's failure to
defend the sil-down enabled the
courts to assume in advance
the illegality of that strike wea-
pon.

The failure of C.I.O. aftor-
neys to defend the sit-downs
without which none of the new
industrial unions could have
been built does not. however.
gloss over the cold-blooded fact
ihat the outlawry of sit downs
is not the law of the land, was
never legislated by Congress.
but is simply another judge-
made law in a long line of bra-
zen laws invented by judges
as weapons against the trade
union movement.

UNION LEADERS
HELP KELLY GET
CLOSE VICTCRY

Chicago Mayoralty Poll
Shows Trend from
New Deal

By ALBERT GATES

(Special Lo the Socialist /\1)1)(.,4”

CHICAGO.—In a record vote
totalling 1,478,637 ballots,
Mayor Kelly was re-elected
over his Republican opponent,
Dwight Green, by a small plu-
rality of 183,000 votes. A great
outpouring of independent
votes and the support of Court-
ney votes gave the Republican
candidate an amazing total of
637,107 ballots. So close was
this vote that it appears clear
that had a state election been
held, the Republicans would
have swept such an election
and placed a Rebpublican gov-
ernor into office.

The ~enormous Republican
vote is explainable in a ‘gen-
eral way as a reaction to the
incumbent office holders. De-
spite the efforts of Chicago’s
labor organizations' and the
Communist Party to depict the
struggle between the two can-
didates as a struggle between
progress and reaction, the New
Deal and old guard Hooverism,
it is clear that no such sharp
distinction was accepted by the
mass of voters. Insofar as
such a distinction was ac-
cepted, it was limited to the
ranks of organized labor.

New Deal Losing Favor

There is no doubt that Roose-
velt’s popularity is waning. At

least, this seems to be the case |

in Illinois, and to a considera-
kle extent. in Chicago. The
New Deal is having a hard
time convincing the people
that it has actually brought
about a permanent improve-
ment in the condition of the
broad masscs.

It is truc, that Green re-
ceived his greal volc primarily

(Continued on Page 2)

Pre-View of the War Against Fascism

YPSL IN AKRON
UNDER PROBE;
FIVE ARE JAILED

Youths Manhandled for
Distributing
Leaflets

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

AKRON, April 5—School of-
ficials, reactionary forces and
police in Akron intensified
their campaign against the
Young People’s Socialist
League this week by ordering
an investigation of its activi-
ties in the high schools follow-
ing the arrest of five youths
distributing Y.P.S.L. leaflets.

Burr McCloskey, Sol Gold-
berg, John Scéhufle, William
Russell and Don Carper were
arrested ZFriday, March 31,
‘while distributing leaflets in
the street in front of Central
High School.

They were held six hours on
a charge of suspicion, and re-
leased on bonds of $495 each.
The charge was later changed
to Strespassing in connection
with a law which forbids the
distribution of any literature
ot school property.

At the insistence of Princi-
pal J. Ray Stine, not very af-
fectionately known to his stu-
dents as “‘cue-ball’’ because of
his arid pate, the police pros-

(Continued on Page 2)

are entering the most critical

which are aimed at the de-
struction of the integrity and
fighting power of the most mil-
tant section of the American
seamen’s movement.

‘West Coast stabilized their or-
ganizations as a result of the
great strike movement of 1934.
Then,
1936-19317,
strated their
stand the
shipowners,
recognition of the union-con-
trolled hiring hall — the very
life-blood of
union.

tervened. This was tacit rec-
ognition by the shipowners and
their government stooges that
the operators cannot by them-
selves ‘‘taime” the West Coast
seamen.

was the attempt to foist the
“fink-book"’

Pacific Coast Seamen

Face Critical Fight

Government, Stalinists, Bosses United in Drive

To Smash Militant Unions

By THOMAS
The Pacific Coast seamen

would have made it legally
cbligatory upon every “seaman
to carry a book recording his

period in their, post-war his-jentire record of service, so
tory. Arrayed ' against them |that any master, at a glance,
are a combination of forces,, could tell whether he was deal-
both internal and external,|ing with a ‘‘trouble-maker.”

Seamen had had to carry such
books during the bitter years
of company-union slavery.

The first obstacle the sea-
men ran into in fighting
against the fink-book was the
treachery of the Stalinists. For
in 1936 (he Stalinists had
launched their ‘“Popular
Front’’ policy. As applied to
the maritime situation, that
policy led the Stalinists to de-
clare: '“You can’t fight against
the government.’”’ ‘‘Accept the
fink book and then we’ll all
burn them on the stairs of the
. Capitol on May 1.”
maritime Seamen Insist on Fight

- The logic of this brilliant

Government: Strikebreaker proposal was lost upon the
But then the government in- | West Coast seamen., who were
unable to figure out how the
Stalinists were to gather the
seamen from the seven seas
and assemble them at Wash-
ington on May 1 to burn the
fink books. The West Coast
seamen’s unions decided that
it would be much easier to re-

(Contlinued on Page 3)

The maritime workers of the

in a 99-day struggle in
the unions demon-
ability to with-
onslaught of the
winning complete

any

The first governmental move

on the seamen. It

DING

HUDSON TO RUN

FOR MAYOR IN
MPLS. ELECTION

Well-known Militant to
Campaian on S.W.P.
Platform

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

MINNEAPOLIS, April 1.—
The Minneapolis branch of the
Socialist Workers Party will
run its own candidate for
mayor, Carlos Hudson, in the
municipal elections this sum-
mer,

After filing with the city clerk
yesterday, Comrade Hudson is-
sued the following statement
to the press:

What was announced as ‘‘the
city convention of the Henne-
pin County Farmer-Labor As-
sociation’” drew only 150 dele-
gates last Sunday. The Com-
munist Party faction at the
head of the Hennepin County
Association, finding itself with-

out an army, is now forced to
make a gesture in the direc-
tion of the trade unions: they
propose a ‘‘joint Farmer-Labor
and trade union-convention’’ for
April 8. A gesture is all this
will be. The Seestrom-Boer-
pach-Frank clique will take
good care to insure its control
of the April 8 convention.

These people have shown
they can always pack conven-
tions to distort the will of the
majority. The anti-democratic
nature of the convention ar-
rangements, whereby a ward
club of twenty members would
have five delegates and a trade
union of five thousand mem-
bers, three delegates, guaran-
tees the April 8 caucus will be
another repetition of all recent
“Farmer-Labor conventions’’
locally.

Don’'t Represent Labor

Candidates that are the
choice of that convention will
not represent the organized
workers of Minneapolis—rath-
er will they represent the war-
mongering, relief-slashing New
Deal. Such candidates will cer-
tainly not be responsive to the
needs and demands of the
trade unions or of thc unem-
ployed.

The bureaucratic practices
and anti-working-class policies
bf the Communist Party have
repelled the bulk of the Minne-
apolis trade unions from the
Farmer-Labor Association. The
remaining factions of the As-
sociation — represented by
Dewey Johnson, the Commu-
nist Party. and Hjalmar Peter-
sen—are racing one another to
kill off the Farmer-Labor
movement by carrying it into
the camp of Roosevelt, away

(Cohtinued on Page 2)

ATTACK ON ALBANIA
BRINGS WA

R CLOSER

Ghastly Game of Bluff a Bluff und Counter-Bluff Is
Leading Swiftly to New World
Slaughter and Catastrophe

UNITED STATES READY TOPLUNGE
BULLETIN -

Halian troops invaded Albania early Friday morning,

Wa ¥hips shelled all the major ports of the tiny Adriatic '
country. A fleet of 400 planes and an army of about 50,000
participated in the attack, which was fiercely resisted by
the Albanians. Yugoslavia and Greece, in the direct path

of the new onslaught waited
Britain would take.

The world's

The great contending camps of imperialist handits and
gangsters—preparing to hOht for markets,

colonial slave labor and

the coming war.

Behind the ghastly game of blufl and counter- bluff,”
of news headlines
of radios in all the tongties of Babel, millions of people Wdlted
i fearful hdpluxnus for disaster.

behind the Dlack stare

Across the world checkerboard the following were thc

chief developments:

1. British diplomacy moved
into a belated turn of policy—
3. policy of hastening the show-
down instead of postponing it,

-on the theory that the TItalo-

German threat to the British
Empire has to be met soon if
it is not to become too power-
ful to overcome. An Anglo-
Polish mutual assistance pact
was signed but it remained to
be seen whether the Poles
would be able to withstand
German pressure sufficiently
to make the pact effective.

Move On Albania

2. Operating through its
Rome terminus, for a change,
the Rome-Berlin axis prepared
o counter the British diplo-
matic offensive by new moves
into the Balkans in the ulti-
mate direction of the crucially
strategic Dardanelles. ‘This
was the meaning of Italy’s sud-
den onslaught on Albania.
Meanwhile in the glare of de-
liberate publicity, the German
and Italian army chiefs met to
plan  ‘‘concerted action” —a
demonstration designed to in-
timidate the smaller states of
central and Eastern Europe
and to keep them from enter-
ing the British-sponsored bloc.

3. Ilalian Llroops continued
abt the same time tp move into
Spain, giving rise to a fresh
crop of reports of preparations
for an attack on British-owned
Gibraltar. Franco, ruthlessly
crushing the victims left under
his heel by the cowardly and

traitorous lcaders of Stalin's

Action, Not Lobbymg, Needed To Fight W.P.A. Cuts

[For many weeks we have stated that mass W.P.A

cuts were

e scheduled to begin April 1, and that only 11th101]-

wide, militant mass demonstrations of the unemployed

would stop them.

During this same period the Workers Alliance, the

Stalimists, and Labor's

cards to Washington;
conmnitiees,

Non-Partisan
he ents could be stopped by -
and the New Deal forees in Congréss;

league said that
(1) relying on Rooscvelt
(2) sending post-

(3) lobbying iun the Congzressional

Last Saturday there were some splendid local demon-
strations, but they were on too small a scale and in too
few localities.

On the whole,
[ the Workers
l.cague

We now witness the first part of the result: the mass
culs Tunve started; mote than 200,000 workers have re-
ceived their pink slips. This i1s just a beginning.

Before deciding how much money to appropriate,

the unemployed Tollowed the advice
AMhance and  Labor's™ Non-Partisan

Congress waited until after April 1. When they saw that

there were only a few mass demonstrations, these scoun-
drels felt {ree to go ahead.

Roosevelt retired to Georgia.
leader of the New Deal Torces, reached Tull agreement
with the Republicans and “dissenting” Democrats on the
$100,000,000 figure which means al least six or seven
hundred thuusand more cut Trom the rolls belween now
and June 30.

This fullv proves our contention that New Deal and
Old Deal arc’one and the same in the drive against the
unemiployed, that they have only minor disagreements as
to the method to follow.

I nation-wide demonstrations had
“an be certain that a much higher
heen voted for W 1AL

The job is harder now. 1t s more difficult to get
back on the rolls, once the pink slips have been sent, than
{o stay on then.

The job is harder, but the answer is the same.

The cuts will continue and will increase if the unem-
ployed keep relying on posteards, lobbying, and the good

In the Senate, Barkley,

tahen place we
amount would have

will of the New Deal.

The cuts will stop, everyone will be put back on the

volls, and W.IA.

will be extended 1f,

and only if, the

tnemployed from now on and immediately adopt the only
method which makes any impression on thesc gentlenen

in Washington:

“the fighting mcthod of nlilitant mass

action, dirvect action o the projects, in the strects and uat

ceery WA, headquarters.

The time for polite requests has ended.

of the unemployed have got

The demands
to thunder mto the cars of

Mussolini’s move was obviously the
first of a series designed to secure an Halian hold on ma,wr
strategic points in the Mediterranean.

continuous war crisis drew perilously close
this week to the showdown stage,

super-profits—were  desperately-
mancuvering to line up the maximum possible strength fo

the Congressmen with a volune that will crash through
any diplomatic deainess,

I the unemployed and their families are not going
to starve, this is what they have to do.

FIGHTING MASS  DEMONSTRATIONS N
LEVERY LOCALITY! -
W.P.A. JOBS FOR EVERY UNEMPLOYLD

WORKER AT TRADE UNION WAGES!
THIRTY-THIRTY : $30 minimum wage, 30-hour
maximum week.

ALL WAR FUNDS TO THE UNEMPLOYLD!

to see what steps France and

raw materials,

and the shrill screany

People's Front, was undelstood
to be preparing to ‘take. his:
place in the Italo-German line-
up—a development which An-:.
glo-French diplomacy ‘was do
ing its best to avert.

Moscow Still Straddles
4. The Soviet Union contin--
ued to straddle its precarioﬁs,
perch on the diplomatic fence.'
The Stalin government took
unusual pains to deny that it
had promised to aid Poland '
and at the same time signed
an agreement on the Siberian
fisheries, temporarily allaying -
the chronic Soviet-Japanese
war tension in the Far Easb'.
Whether the buyer be Hitler of
the Anglo-French entente, Stal-
in was keeping his price well
up and meanwhile burning no
bridges.

5. In {he Far
theater of war which will be:
of major concern to Yankee
imperialism—Japan took an-
other daring stride forward in-
its plans for imperial conque.s_t*
by occupying the French- =
claimed Spratly Islands in the -
South China Sea—providing air
bases  strategically located -
athwart the maritime route
from Singapore to Hong Kong
and wilhin easy striking dis-
tance—600 miles—of U. S.°
owned Manila., i

East—the

Washinglon Rehearsal

6. In Washington the 22nd
anniversary of this countryfs'
entry into the last holocaust
“to save democracy’”’ was
greeled with a full dress bally-
hoo for a war policy in the
sessions of the Foreign Rela-.
tions Committee of the Senate
where Henry L. Stimson, Ber-

nard Baruch and other repre-'
sentatives of Wall Street were
paraded out to help put over
the Roosevell administration’s
plans tor gearing the entire na-
tion for war.

President Roosevelt publicly -
thanked the representatives of
Big Business, meeting togetherv
with ranking army and navy"
chiefs in New York City, for
their aid in preparing to mobi
lize industry for war. Assis-.
tant Secretary of War Johnson'
announced that the govern
ment had already stocked six’
nionths' supplies for an army
of 400,000 and had paved the
way to keep an even larger
force stocked with war sinews
'Army Day’’ was celebrated
amid open preparations for a .
new “April 6”’—a new plunge.
into catastrophe.
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L1ST APPERAL

In the
Thade

Unwons

“=By B. J. WIDICK ==

An idea of the problems be-
fore the progressive railroad
workers in this country and
some of ths proposals ad-
vanced to solve them is con-
tained in a little printed
pamphlet which was put out
by the Minneapolis Railroad
council in 1935. Although this
is nearly four years old, the
proposals have the freshness of
new ideas and fit the bill in
many respects.

“Why are the workers in the
railread industry kept divided
into 21 separate labor organiza-
tions,”” the pamphlet asks?

“How much does it cost the
railroad men per year to main
tain 21 organizations; 21 sets of
officials; 21 journals: 21 con-
ventions; 21 headquarters, and
21 sets of local lodge halls?’
the pamphlet continues. Obvi-
cusly this terrible and costly
‘duplication still exists and
needs to be remedied.

“Why does our present Bro-
tlierhood leadership have to
censor our magazines and the
Labor paper? And why do we
have to maintain laws in our
Brotherhood constitutions for-
bidding members to publish
and circulate their own opin
ions?”’ We want to remind our
readers that the railroad union
leadership which still main-
tains this kind of a strangle-
hold over its members profes-
ges to believe in ‘‘democracy.”
In fact, it is perfectly willing to
allow its members to die for
‘‘democracy’’ in another war.

Ask 6-Hour Day

Among the general demands
raised by the progressives who
published this pamphlet were:

(a) For a six hour day with-
cut reduction in pay. It is in-
teresting to note how this de-
mand foreshadows part of our
transitional program.

(b) For {wo men on every
locomotive for convenience and

‘ safety.

(c) Against the consolidation
of terminals unless it benefits
the workers.

(d) For an adequate retire
ment system. We can add that
with the permanent techno-
logical and secular unemploy-
ment problem mentioned in a
previous column this demand
takes on special significance.

(e) A joint national agree-
ment between all legitimate
railroad unions and all railroad
companies. Of course, progress
along this line has been noted
but inadvertently through the
compromise proposals, for ex-
ample, adopted last fall with
President Roosevelt’s interven-
tion.

(f) That all union demand:z
be made jointly and backed by
all the crafts,

Oppose Lobbyina

(g) That all demands be
taken to the railroad compan-
ies direct and not taken fo leg-
islative bodies or the Interstate
Commerce Commission. It
hardly needs belaboring that
the whole tendency of the un-
ion officialdom has been the
opposite with the tragic effect
of tying the railroad workers to
the government machine,

(h) That our present useless
eand expensive legislative
boards and lobbies be abolish-
ed and that our Brotherhood
leadership be requested to join
with the rest of the labor move-
ment for the building of a
workers political party.

In explanation, it is pointed
out that too many millions of
the dues-payers’ money has
‘been dumped into this useless
lobbying process, most of
which has landed in the pock-
ets of the lobbyist. commonly
known as ‘legislative repre-
sentatives.”

The lobby simply cannot take
the place of a good labor union,
and it is time for us to quit the
lobby and build ths union by
the united effort of the 21
crafts to amalgamate and or-
ganize the ra.lroad workers,
the pamphlet peinis out.

To which we can only add a
hearty amen.

Trotsky Letter To
] Modern Quarterly

Comrade Trotsky sent the
following letter to the edi-
‘ors of the Modern Quarter-
iy on March 6:

“Gentlemen:

I disagree completely with
the general tendency of your
review and therefore ask

. list of contribu-
q tors.
Sincerely yours,
Leon Trotsky
Coyocacan, D.F.

p SI
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Well-Known Militant Will Stand for Mayor on
Ticket of the S.W.P.

Continued from Page 1)
from the camp of independent
working-class political action.

Under these circumstiances,
the Socialist Workers Party is
filing its candidate fer mayor.
It calls on all workers 1o vote
fer its candidate, Carlos
Hudson,

With the collapse of the
Farmer-Labor Association in
Minneapolis and Minnesota,
the workers and farmers are
:eft  organizationally where
Jhey were twenty years ago,

capitalist political paries of
‘ered them no future. ,
Minnzapolis  workers and
riends of labor can indica.e
heir desire to make a clean
areak with boss politics, and

“heir intention to aid in the
Juilding of an independent,
1ation-wide labor party, by

voting for Carlos Hudson.
A Labor Pregram

All other mayoralty candi-
Jates stand for the continua-
jon of the cruel profit system
hat is condemning millions to
starvation, that 1is breeding
‘ascism, and that even now is
Jorcing another horrible im-
serialist war upon the masses
O)f the United States.

The Socialist Workers Paltv
advocates:

1. Opposition to any war con-
ducted by a besses’ govern-

ment. Opposition to the new
‘ake “‘war for democracy’ he-
ng prepared by Roosevelt-

Landon. Such a war would
idrst of all fasten a fascist dic-
;atorship on the masses in the
United States. All war funds
0 the unemployed. Not a
penny nor a man to the bosses’
war. A popular referendum on
any and all wars., Support only
0 the world-wide war of the
vorkers to free humanity from
1 dying profit system.

2. The mraintenance and in-
crease of direct relief in Min-
neapolis. Eliminate red tape
and delays in relief and unem-
sloyment compensation pay-
ments.

3. No cuis on W.P.A. A jeb
for every worker at a mini-
mum of $30 weekly for thirty
hours of work, or at trade
trade union wages when these
are higher,

Public Works

4. A twenty-billion dollar
federal public works and hous-
ing program. A state housing
act. A municipal housing au-
hority controlled by the umon
movement.

5. Municipal support to the
setling up of consumers’ co-
sparatives. Cut out the excess
orofits of the middlemen. Give
the farmers a decent price for
what they produce.

6. Free school books for
grade, high school and univer-
sity students. Free street car
and bus transportation for stu-
dents. No wage cuts for school
employees. Free hot lunches
‘or undernourished childre:.
More funds for education. Real
academic freedom for teaciiers
and students. No tuition fer
university students.

7. No use of police against
strikers. Extend the movement
to build union defense guards
against fascists and vigilantes.

8. Cheaper public utility
rates with no decrease in
wages for workers engaged in
such industries. For two-man

SAUNDERS FOUND
GUILTY BY JUDGE

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

NEW YORK-—The case of
Peter Saunders, Negro work-
er arrested on February 20
at the Anti-Nazi Demonstra-
tion called by the Socialist
Workers Party, finally came
tc trial here tcday after hav-
1ng been adjourned six times
since the arrest.

The decision, which took
eight minutes to read. was
handed down by Magisfrat=
Rothenberg in Tombs Court.
Rothenberg found Saunders
guilty of the ‘‘disorderly
conduct”’ charge and Iined
him $15. On the” question of
“cruslty  to animals’™ the
Magistrate declared that
there was absolutely no evi-
dence and dismissed the
charge.

Saunders had been held un-
der higher bail than any of
the others arrested at the
same time and on the same
charge and had been subject-
ed to the '‘third degree’ in
the police station after his
arrest. The Magistrate sent
a copy of Saunder’'s testi-
mony on the heating given
him by the police, to Police
Commissioner Valentine and
promised to look into the
matter further.

Saunders was defended by
the American Fund for Po
litical Prisoners and part of
his fine was furnished by thes
organization.

(

|
|

m.xeet cars. Tor
street car fare,
Open the IMaclories!

9. For a new city hosnital.
Fxtend free medical, dental
snd optical care to all needy
Porsons.

10. Open the city's idie fac-
tories and cperate them under
trade union control.

11. Lower local taxes on
homes. Make the state and

federal governments bcear the

full expense of relief.

12. For a living pension for
the aged. No liens on homes
of those who receive old-age
assistance.

13. Give all unemployed
vouth W.P.A. jobs at union
wages. Convert N.Y.A. ir{.0o
Youth W.P.A., projects.

Will Wage Real Campaign

The Minneapolis branch has
set up a campaign committee
which is layving plans foI an
onergetic campaign on bzhalf
of the party’s candidate for
mayor. A Minnesota APPEAL
is being planned, as well as a
series of radio addresses.

Run|

a five-cent

Program Adopted at
‘ World Congress s
'| Published by S.W.P.

The ploglam and resolutions
of the Founding Conference of
the Fourth International, which
met last summer in Switzer
land, are now avaiiable in their
jfoll text in a volume which
ad by the
Socialist Workers Party.

Included in this 127-page,
well-printed little volume is an
introduction written by Max
¢ Shachtman which traces the
‘development of the movement
‘for the Fourth International
from the time when the slogan
for its creation was first raised
by the International Commu-
nist League in 1933, to the time
i, was actually organized at a
conference attended by dele-
gates cf parties in every sec-
tion of the globe.

No worker can unders.iand
the problems of socialist activ-
ity under the conditions of cap-
italism in its death agony with-
out acquainting himself with
these decisions. For every
member and sympathizer of
the Fourth International it is
an indispensable guide-book in
the winning of the masses to
revolutionary socialism.

Copies sell at 25¢ each, and
may be ordered through the

Na‘ional Office, 116 University
Place, New York City. In bun-
dies of five or more, copies

i may be bought for 18¢ each.

CPPerils Union of

Insurance Agents

Executive Board Suspended Because Ma ority
Opposes Wrecking Crew Policies

(Specrn! to the Soviali=t Appealy
NEW YORK. April 6—Un-
able to maintain complete con-
trol of Local 30, the insurance
agents local here. Lewis Mer-

rill, Stalinist nead of the United
Oftice and Prolessional Work-
ers Union, suspended all seven-
teen members of the Local’s
KExecutive Board last Monday.

The Executive Board had a
majerity elected on the basis

ot their fight for maintenance
and extension of democratic
prccedure in the union. As

members of the board, they op
posed the exceedingly high per
capita extracted from the un-
ion members by the interna-
tional office, and also the high-
handed manner in which Mer-
rill foisted paid organizers on
them from outside of the insur-
ance agents ranks.

Merrill’s high handed action,
reminiscent of the bureaucrat-
ic high jinks of Homer Martin
against which the Stalinists
howlad hypocritically, came as
the culmination of a long fight
in which the Local resisted his

attempts to dictate to it. The

Y.P.S.L. National Council Meeting

Discusses Growth of Organization

The first Plenum of the
newly elected National Council

of the Young People's Social-
ist League—TFourth Interna-
tional—met in Akron, Ohio on
the week-end of March 31 with
20 members and aliernates
present. National Council
members from Minneapolis,
Chicago, Ohio, New York, Cal-
ifornia and Massachusetts at-
tended.

The Plenum was opened with
the singing of the Intsrnation-
ale. A report by the Socialist
Workers Party representative,
Martin Abern, who outlined the
political and organizational
tesks before the Party and the
League followed. Comrade
Abern also reported on the
progress of the Party, the
Twice-a-week Appeal, trade-
union work, Workers Defense
Guards and the international
situation.

Membership Gains

The most important task of
the Plenum was to evaluate
the work of the past four
months and plan the work for
the coming period. Nathan
Gould, National Secretary,
made this report. The accom-
plishments and failures of the
League were discussed in the
light of the National Conven-
ticn decisions to overhaul the
crganizational siructure of the
League to correspond with the
fighting nature of our move-
ment. The education and train-
ing of the membership for the
Socialist Revolution and the
task of winning the youth by
the presentation of the Transi-
tonal Program in a colorful
and dramatic manner formed
the major part of the discus-
s;on.

Comrade Gould’s report
showed that since the National
Convention (November, 1938)
the League has gained 186 new
members and organized new
units in  Fresno, California,
New Brunswick, N. J., and
IL.ynn, Mass. He pointed out
Lthat throughout the country our
organization has participated,
together wilh the Party, in nu-
nierous anti-fascist activities
and is now well on the way to
becoming a real youth organi-
zation whose name, program
and activities are known to
thousands of youth.

Semi-Monthly Challenge

The organizational check-up
tour of Trving Bern, Organiza-
tional Secretary, verified the
report of the National Secre-
tary and showed that the
League has made more prog-
1ess during the last four
months than in any previous
period.

The most important decision
of the Plenum was to begin
publication of the Challenge of
Youth as a twice-monthly on
June 1. The reports of Ernest
Exrber, Editor, and Ruth Wil-
ner, Business Manager, defi-

nitelv showed the need for a |

semi-monthly paper and out-

lined the financial possibilities
involved. It was reported that
the Chalienge of Youth had in-
creased its paid circulation
from 2,000 to 5,000 copies and
was still going up with the
April issue. During the next
period it will be the task of
the League to increase thz list
ol subscribers to insure the is-
suance of the twice-monthly
paper.

A lengthy discussion on the
war preparations of the Amer-
ican government and the anti-
war tasks of the League, was
held. It was pointed out that
the main task of the League
was to expose the war prepara-
tions of the Roosevelt imperial-
ist government and to rally
the youth of the United States
te the realization that ‘'the
main enemy is at home!”

Unemployed Work

A very important discussion

was held on work among un-

employed youth and the possi-
bilities of unemployed youth
organizations. The valuable
experiencss in organizing N.Y.
A. workers in Minneapolis
were discussed together with
experiences in other sections.

Lou Backer, National Direc-

tor of the ‘‘Jobs for Youth
Campaign (see April issue,
Challenge of Youth) outlined

the plans . for the Campaign.
It was the opinion of the Na-
tional Council that the excel-
lent pamphlet, ““Youth Want
Jobs,’ recently issued by the
League (10,000 copies) could
be disposed of very easily. A
minimum of 20,000 signatures
to the **Jobs for Youth”’ peti-
tions being circulated during
the Campaign, will be ob-
tained.

Other points taken up at the
Flenum included anti-fascist
work, regional schools and

summer-camps.

(Continued from Page 1)
in the Gold Coast wards, the
districts inhabited by the small
home owner, the white collar
worker and small business
man. But it would be false to
assume that in his more than
600,000 vote no workers or un-
employed votes could be count-
ed. It would be just as falsz
to conclude that all of Kelly’s
800,000 votes were workers’
votes. And that is so even
granting that a majority of the
workers cast their ballots f01
the Mayor.

It must be borne in mind
too, that Kelly was publicly ac-
claimed and supported by wide
sections of the financial and
business interests, the depart-
ment store magnates, reac-
tionaries, as well as by the
trade unions and the liberals.

Labor Support Helps

One element swung the elec-
tion in Kelly’s favor. We refer
to the active and militant sup-
port rendered to him by the
A. F. of L., the C.1.0., Labor’s
Non-Partisan League. the lib-
erals and the Communist
Party. While the latter is no
great shakes as a vote getter,
the fact is that the trade union
movement in this city does
control or manipulate almost
a quarter of a million votes.
Therein lies the margin of vic-
tory (or possible defeat) for
the local Democratic machine.
It Kelly can thank anyone for
his victory. he can thank or-
| ganized labor.

The

crying need of the

Labor Skates Help To
Reelect Mayor Kelly

Independent Labor Action Seen as Need After
Chicago Election Campaign

workers is an independent po-
litical party of thz workers.
Iad there been such a party,
it could no doubt have gained
a number of aldermanic seats,
especially in those wards
which are predominantly work-
er and where the machine can-
didates were elected solely on
labor support.

We know, of course, that the
labor skates and the Stalinists
will at once reply that an in-
dependent labor pariy would
have led to the defeat of Kelly.
That would have merit only if
the re-elected mayor was a
workers’ candidate, or that it
would matter a great deal to
the masses whether Green or
Kelly took office.

Essentially, however, there
is no great choice between the
one experienced political hack
and the republican new-comer.
Fundamentally they are both
capitalist candidates notwith-
standing that Kelly came out
against W.P.A. and relief cuts
and Green said nothing; that
Green came out for the Dies
committee and Kelly said
nothing: that Green came out
in favor of lower taxes and
Kelly said little; that Kelly
defended his ‘‘economy’ re-
gime and Green claimed he
could economize still more. or,
that Kelly stood on his record
as a ‘‘good’” mayor, and Green
had no record.

One must remember that the

Monday. April 10 at 7:156 P

Class Politics

All classes held at

THE MARXIST SCHOOL

M.:
SAM GORDON-—The Trade Unicns and the Transilion
Pregram ef the 4th International

Monday. April 10 at 8:50 P.
JAMES BURNHAM—Third Party Movements—NMiddle

Tuesday, April 11 at 7 P.M.:
JOHN G. WRIGHT—Theory of Permanent Revolution

IRVING PLAZA, Irving Place and 13th Street, N, Y. C.
Admission: 25 cents per lecture

M.

Civil Liberties Union stated
there was little to choose be-
lween the two candidates in
“heil attitude toward the mat-
ter of civil liberties,
’umon rights, picketing and so
forth.

In the parliamentary field, in
Chicago, as well as in the na-
1tion. the great task still re-
mains: to break the masses
‘away {rom the two major cap-

Jitalist parties. Independent po- -

"litical action of the workers
suffered a blow in this election
through the action of the labor
‘organizations. the Stalinists
iand the liberals. It is neces-

| sary Lo sharply reverse this sit-

tation before the workers can
| progress on the political field.

trade -

immediate issue was the dis-.

misal of Merrill’s appointee,
Organizer Shepherd, from the
Local’s payroll by the Execu-
tive Board.

To protect his henchman,
Merrill railroaded through =2
repeal of the dismissal by the
Joint Regional Council, an out-
Iit strongly padded with his fac-
tional followers. When the Ex-
ecutive Board then appealed to
Allan Haywood. regional direc-
tor of the C.I.O., Merrill re
plied with the suspension which
is intended to provoke a new
election in which Merrill hopes
L& secure a Stalinist majority.
It is not yet clear what stand
Haywood is taking. although he
has been named by Merrill to
head a committee to take
charge of all of Local 30's af-
rairs.

Progressives Prepare

Progressives in the union are
preparing to fight against the
suspensions at a membership
meeting called for April 11.
They vpoint out that Merrill’s
action is completely unconsti-
tutional. The By-Laws of the
U.0.P.W.U. require that writ-
ten charges shall be brought
before the International Execu-
tive Board before any action of
suspending a Local body can
be taken. No such charges
have been presentad.

While eight members of the
board have instituted legal ac-
tion on this basis, the progres-
sives intend to concentrate
their main fire at the member-
ship on the following basis:

1. Refusal to recognize Mer-
rill’s suspensions.

2. Disaffiliation from the U.-
O.P.W.U.

3. Request from the C.I.O.
for an industrial charter cover-
ing all insurance companies.

4. Local autonomy—all offi-
cers and organizers to be elect-
ed by the Local membership.

5. Trade union democracy—
against machine rule by poli-
tical appointees.

A strong fight looms against
this latest outrage of the Stalin-
ist wrecking crew. Aprarently
the Merrills are not satisfied
with driving more than 500
members of Local 16 over to
the A.F. of L. They are intent
to carry out their usual line all
the way through. Rule or ruin
is their policy. It is up to the
membership of Local 30 to
judge them accordingly.

AKRON YPSL
UNDER PROBE:
FIVE JAILED

(Continued from Page 1)
ecutor ordered a probe of Y.P.
S.L. high school activities.

He threatened to suppress
the Y.P.S.L. if he found them
violating any laws.

The Y.P.S.L. issued a coun-
ter-statement declaring that
the police, Stine and the Cham-
ber of Commerce should be in-
vestigated, and that they were
investigating theam. 1t further
welcomed any inquiry into its
activities by the workers of
Akron.

Its militant activity in con-
nection with the campaign to
increase N.Y.A. benefits to
youth has already brought
many young workers into con-
tact with it. Until the arfests
and wide publicity, these
youths had not heard of the
Y.P.S.L.

At the time of their arrest,
the five boys were distributing
leaflets calling for increased
N.Y.A. appropriations, conver
sion of the armaments budget
into a public works fund for the
unemployed and decent jobs
for all who need them.

Youths Manhandled

Previously, Stine had torn
the leaflets from one youth,
and sent some young hoodlums
to bheat him up. On Friday,
H. S. Vincent, assistant super-
intendent of schools. ran out
of the building, his arms flail-
ing. and threatened them with
violence.

He then called the police,

NOTICE: We regret the one
day delay in the last issue of
the Socialist Appeal. It was
unavolaable, due to the neces-

sity of changing printers.
We assure our readers and
agents that henceforth the

Appeal will conlinue to appear

cn its  regularly schaduled
days.

BRANCIHES AT WORK:

“We are conducting two

street sales every week starl-
ing this week and I hope to
dispose of the bundle order in
this way. Also, we are run
ning an affair to clear up the
Appeal bill on April 22 or April

—C, J. Hartman, agent of
Pmladelphxa

“We sold and distributed our
Lundle of 200 Appeals last Sat-
urday at the W.P.A. demon-
siration sponsored by the
C.I.O. Since most of the auto
delegates were at the demon-
stration, we reached them at
the best possible time. The
paper was just right for that
affair, as well as the article on
auto.”” — Art Preis, Cleveland
Farty organizer.

MAY DAY ISSUE:

As previously announced, the
May-Day issue of the Appeal
will be a special, feature 8-
pager containing a host of in-
teresting features related to
May Day.

Co far only two branches (Al-
lentown and Boston) have
placed their extra May Day
orders. There is only a few
weeks left. All orders must be
in no later than Saturday, April
22. 8end it in right now.

SUBSCRIPTION CAMPAION
DRAWS TO CLOSE:

There is only another weck
[eft on the sub-campaign.
Unfortunately. the sub drive
has slowed down considerably
and unless a last minute, stren-
vous effort is made we will
not reach the total quota set.
We intend to announce all
prize winners next week. How-
cver, nobody has definitely
won yet so there is still time
for any branch to come into
first place. One week left to
complete your quotas!
Here's the list for
weelk:
NEW YORK CITY.....
Missouri [
Minneapolis 6
New York State........ 4
Newark ... . .. 4
Detroit ... . ... .. . 3
2
2
1
1
1

the past

California
Wisconsin
Allentown,
Foreign
Chicago

Several new bundle orders
and agents came in this week:

(1> From Johannesburg, So.
Africa, a group of Trotskyists
are taking a bundle of 24 per
issue.

(2) J.T.S. of Wiseton, Sask.,
Canada, begins with a new
bundle of 4 per issue.

(3) And George Whiteside of
Whitewater, Kansas is taking
2 bundle of 4 also.

Don't forget about the May

Day 8-page APPEAL!

S —

e
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Stockholders Bask on

Promenade Decks

It is estimated that 5,700 per-
sons will desert thes Easter par-
ades of their respective home
towns for the promenade decks
of eleven lines that are sched-

uled to leave this week on
cruises to Bermuda, Nassau,
Kingston, Havana, and West

Indies ports.

The Swedish American liner
Kungsholm will lead the pro-
cession with 500 passengers.
On the following day seven
liners will depart carrying
mosy of the holiday crowd,
starting with the French liner
De Grasse on a cruise to the
West Indies.

In addition to the numbers
sailing on special cruises sev-
eral thousands will depart over
the week-end on repgular trips
t» South America, Central
America, the West Indies, and
on transatlantic and West
Coast irips.

—New York Times

NOTES

Vet

Vacationing
At San Quentin

San Quentin shops and jute
mills hummed with normal ac-

tivity today while forty-two
ringleaders in the prison’s
latest menu-mutiny remained

in solitary confinement.

v The ringleaders, described
as youthful inmales, wcr2 met-
ed the additional punishment
of having to stand at rigid at-
tention on an 18-inch spot in
front of their cells for an un-
broken hour each day. They
were rationed a diet of bread
and waler, with one full meal
every other day.

The second hunger strike
within two months, which kept
1,600 of the 5,300 inmates in the
world’s largest prison away
from the mess hall, ended yes-
terday.

—San Francisco Call-Bulletin

who manhandled the youths.
and clamped an iron claw
upon the wrist of one. He then
proceeded to torture him as an
cbject lesson to the 500 stu-
¢ents whom the Yipsel had
been addressing.

The trespassing charge is a
flagrant frame-up, because the
five boys were not on school
property but in the street at the
time of their arrest. The in-
vestigation is obviously part of
the larger reactionary cam-
paign against all working class
crganizations.

Appeal fer Support
The Y.P.S.L.. has issued an

appeal to Akron labor for
funds for the defense of the
five. It has pledged to fight

the case to the end.

1he probe is merely the
litest in a series of provoca-
tions against Yipsels and S.W.
P. members. Through the ac-
tivities of Stine, who is trying
to make a name for himself as
a crusader against the ‘“‘Reds,”
Comrade Sol Goldberg was re-
fused permission to do cadet-
teaching in the public schools
and was forced to withdraw
from the Teachers’ College at
Akron University. Others have
been fired from their jobs as
a result of his stool-pigeons.

by Leon Trotsky
by H. Isaacs .

My Life—-by Leon Trotsky

Ends April 15th
Spring Sale—20 per cent Off!

THOUSANDS OF TITLES

History of the Russian Revolution—
The Tragedy of the Chmese Revolution—
Revolution Betrayed—by Lﬁon Tlotsky

The Third International After
The Stalin School of Falsification .
Russia, Twenty Years After—by Victor Ser ge 2.50
Visit the Labor Book Shop now—
28 EAST 12th STREET, N. Y. C.
Add 3¢ per book for postage

List Now

. $2.98  $2.39

6.00 4.50

2.50 .69

5.00 2.80

Lenin 2.50 15
2.50 1,00

.90

 MINN. JOBLESS
PROTEST RELIEF
AND WPA CUTS

(Special to the Socinlist Appeal)

ST. PAUL, Minn.—Speakers
from organized labor joined
with represzntatives of the un-

{employed to protest the W.P.A.

cuts and lowered relief stand-
ards at a mass meeting of 500
W.P.A. and relief workers held
by the Workers' Benefit Asso-
ciation March 3 in the auditori-
um of the State Office Build-
ing.

After a short introduction by
James Rosenthal, chairman of
the Workers' Benefit Associa-
tion, Bernie Simmer, business
agent of the warehouse union,
Local No. 20297, took the chair
for the meeting. The speakers,
including William Gydeson rep-~
resenting the Teamsters Joint
Council and Lawrence Pfeffer
of the Building Trades Council,
attacked the 15 percent cut
made last month on Lhe al-
ready inadequate relief budg-
cts in St. Paul. A further cut
of 20 percent is threatened if
tlie W.P.A. rolls are reduced,
throwing this additional group
on the local relief rolls.

Resolutions were passed con-
demning the national war ap-
propriations and calling for the
turning over of all war funds
to the unemployved: demanding
the passage of a housing act
now before the Minnesota leg-
islature; thanking the local
trade union movement for its
aid in fighting these cuts and
calling for the continuance of
co-operation between the un-
icns and the Workers' Benefit
Association as the organization
ot the W.P.A. and relief

workers.
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SOCTALTST APPEAL

By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

In discussing Guerin’s book in this column
two weeks ago, I made some remarks on an
article in Harper’s by Gunther Reimann, '‘Do-
ing Business in Germany.”’ This article seem-
ed Lo me to be trying to prove the well-worn
thesis of bourgeois journalism: the business
man as well as the workers gets it in the
neck under Hitler. Mr. Reimann, however,
writes in and protests that I *‘misunderstood
and misinterpreted’’ his article. ‘'In general,
you indicate that I do not think fascism is a
class phenomenon,” he writes. “I want to
state that I regard fascism as the deepest
stage of capitalist decay and a class pheno-
menon, and that I did not say anything con-
trary {o this opinion in that article. The de-
cay of capitalism produces new features
which have to be studied and one of these fea-
tures is the destruction of the sanctity of priv-
ate property and private property rights by
fagcism.”

I am glad Mr. Reimann is not deceived as to
the nature of fascism, and I agree that its vio-
lation of private property rights is something
worth much attention. But I must still main-
tain that an article devoted only to this point
and printed in a magazine like Harper’s gives
the reader who is not familiar with Mr. Rei-
mann’s political stand in general (as I was
1 0t) the impression that he is trying to dem-
onstrate the anti-capitalist nature of fascism.
Especially when its concluding sentence is:
“To Germany’'s business men, harassed by
the Party, dogged by State Commissars at
every move, insecure, worried about present
and future, the Nazi ‘economists’ can only
toss the slogan ‘Live Dangerously!’”’

I am glad to be able to clear up Mr. Rei-
mann’s position on fascism. I only wish he had
made it equally clear in the pages of
Harper's.

France and the Refugees

The best news account I have read on one
of the most shocking and scandalous horror
stories of all time, is the recent story in Time
on France’s treatment of the 450,000 Spanish
refugees who fled over the Catalan border a
month ago. After pointing out that the United
States has offered to take in just 352 of the
450,000 and the Soviet Union has opened its
gates to ‘“‘only a few big Loyalist leaders’'—-
the story gets down to the meat—and very
maggotty meat it is, too. I think the details
are worth quoting:

““Stuck with the refugees, French authori-
ties adopted methods calculated to help ‘per-
suade’ them that they would be better off
almost anywhere else. Typical rations were
one loaf of bread for six men, a sack of rice
for 400 men. Sanitation has been non-existent.
Open latrines have been dug in the camp sand
and all modesty about nature’s functions has
long ago disappeared.

“The largest camps are situated on a tree-
less sandy beach just North of the Spanish
border near Argeles-sur-Mer and St. Cyprien.
They are enclosed by barbed wire, guarded
every 20 feet by a Senegalese soldier. Inside
the wire the camps are like some fantastically
huge hobo jungle. Only a few refugees have
roofs over their heads; the great majority dig
holes in the sand and cover themselves with

~

dirty sheets, blankets or coats. Many sleep in
the open, rain or shine. Icy sea winds blow
the sands continually. Most of the refugees
have developed conjunctivitis. Fuel in the
large camps is scarce. Cooking is done ex-
clusively in tin cans. At one camp men and
women at first stood in line all day waiting to
get a little water from a small faucet. At an-
other the only water available — and it is
brackish—is obtained from pumps driven into
the sand. All the water is bad and it is esti-
mated that 60% of the refugees—or 250,000
~—~have dysentery.

The refugees have been classified as 220,000
,militiamen, 40.000 able-bodied civilian men,.
10,000 wounded, 180,000 women and children.
Hospital facilities are limited and primitive.
Many men with weeks-old wounds covered by
filthy dressings are still unattended. . . The
refugees have become a danger to the general
health of adjacent communities. . . Marseilles
gangsters, always in need of women for the
white-slave traffic which supplies Africa and
South American countries with prostitutes,
were reported circulating in the camps look-
ing for new personnel.”

Time adds (1) ‘ Although amply warned of
the huge human tide approaching, the French
Government made few advance arrangements
to receive the refugees.” (2) *‘The chances
are that France in the end will not b2 out one
sou. The daily $185,000 bill can be met for a
long time by expropriating the treasures the
Loyalists deposited and shipped to France
months ago.”

- RS.V.P.

But let it not be thought the refugees hud-
dled in their holes on the beaches of St. Cyp-
rien are altogether friendless. The North

American Committee to Aid Spanish Democ-
racy still exists, and the other day I received
tangible proof of this: a large formal invita-
tion, in the most elegant type faces, request-
ing the pleasure of my company at a dinner at
the Hotel Commodore ‘‘to welcome Vincent
Sheean, who has just returned from Spain.”
A Dbattery of ‘“Distinguished Foreign Corres-
pondents and Writers,” including Dorothy
Parker, would lead a discussion on *“‘THE
SPANISH CONFLICT AND ITS INTERNA-
TIONAL SIGNIFICANCE.” The roster of
Patrons and Patronesses took four impressive
columns. Let the refugees take heart! They
have some very high-class friends—so power-
ful and ' respectable, 'indeed, that it seems
hardly possible, with such support, that the
Spanish Republic is now at its last gasp. But
let the refugees not be downcast so long as
their cause is the cause of Mr. Frankiin P.
Adams and Miss Ilka Chase and Mr. Mal-
colm Cowley and Mrs. Muriel Draper and the
Hon. and Mrs. Stanley M. Isaacs and Mr.
Rockwell Kent and Miss Freda Kirchwey and
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach and Dr.
Max Lerner and Bishop Francis J. McConnel}
and Dr. Thomas Mann and Mr. Frederick
March and Col. William Jay Schieffelin and
Miss Sylvia Sidney and Mr. George Soule and
Mr, Franchot Tone and Mr. Oswald Garrison
villard. “R.S.V.P.”” read the invitation but
I didn’t.

MEN AND WOMEN OF LABOR .

OUT OF THE PAST

By EMANUEL GARRETT

URIAH S. STEPHENS
(Aug. 3, 1821-Feb. 13, 1882)

Had it not been for the Panic of 1837, it is
quite possible that Uriah S. Stephens would
have completed his training for the ministry.
As it was, he became a tailor instead; and,
through being a tailor, a worker, he became
a leader of American trade unionism, the
founder of the Knights of Labor.

Like a good many trade unionists of his day,
Stephens concerned himself with the general
problems of working class welfare in addition
to those of simple trade union interest. The
trade union to Stephens was to be a lever for
the execution of ideas which aimed. at the re-
vision of the social system along semi-social-

istic lines. In fact, it has been claimed: that...

Stephens was partly influenced by Marx,
though there is no evidence to support the
claim, either in facts or the specific nature
of his ideas.

Dissatisfied with narrow craft organization,
Stephens aimed at a brotherhood of all wage
earners that would include all sexes, all
creeds and all colors. This latter was of es-
pecial importance. Abolitionist sentiment was
strong among the northern workers, but few
unions were willing to accept Negroes as
members—as is the case with many trade
unions to this day.

Secrecy a Cardinal Principle

Building on the basis of the Garment Cut-
ter’s Association of Philadelphia which he had
helped organize in 1862, Stephens moved
towards the construction of a labor organiza-
tion modelled according to his aims. In 1869,
the Noble Order of the Knights of Labor was
formally founded.

Composed of only a few unions at its begin-
ning, limited to the east, the Knights gradu-
ally extended over the continent, to the point
where, the most powerful labor organization
of its day, it numbered 3; million mer{xbers in
1886.

Secret ritual governed the activities of the
organization at its inception. Names were
never referred to publicly. Stephens for ex-
ample signed his articles with five stars, and
was so known in the organization. (The
Knights were not the only labor organization
which went in for secrecy during the 70’s.
Workers turned to secrecy as a reaction to the
drive of the bosses against all unions, marked
by lockouts, disruption of unions and various
kinds of discrimination against union men.

When the first national assembly of the
Knights met in 1878, Stephens was still suf-
ficiently powerful in the organization to write
the principle of secrecy into the preamble.

“Open and public association having failed
after a struggle of centuries to advance or

protect the interest of labor,”” read the pre-
amble, ‘“‘“We have lawfully constituted this
assembly,” and ‘in using this power of or-
ganized effort and cooperation, we but imi-
tate the example of capital heretofore set in
numberless instances.” However, ‘“We mean
no conflict with legitimate enterprise, no an-
tagonism to necessary capital.”” Those evils
of the social order which were beyond correc-
tion by ordinary trade union effort were to be
corrected by education and legislation, from
which a cooperative commonweath would
eventually emerge.

Anti-Secrecy Faction Wins

Though Stephens had carried the day on
secrecy at the first national assembly, the re-
ation against it mounted constantly. First, the
Catholics-who made up a powerful section of
the organized workers in the United States
opposed secrecy as being in conflict with their
religion. Second, the defeat of the railroad
strikes of 1877 and the crushing of the Molly
Maguires after the great mine strike actions
of the middle 70’s turned the tide sharply
against secrecy. A good many unionists feared
they would be accused of criminal activities
if they continued their secret organization.

In 1879, Stephens resigned as Grand Master
Workman. He was succeeded to the leader-
ship of the Knights by Terrence Powderly who
as leader of the Catholic faction had been
challenging Stephen’s leadership. The oath
and secrecy were expunged from the princi-
ples of the Knights. A new preamble was writ-
ten. This new preamble pointed to the neces-
sity of checking wealth, which, unchecked,
would lead to the pauperization of the work-
ing class.

Under Powderly, the Knights reached its
zenith of influence. But at the very time that
it reached its peak in membership numbers, it
was already on the downgrade. Lack of mili-
tancy in the conduct of strikes, its failure to
lead strikes when necessary, cut into the in-
fluence of the Knights. Workers turning to
militant action, joined other and newer bodies.
Then, with the organization of the American
Federation of Labor, the Knights had to con-
tend with a young and vigorous rival, and on
a national scale.

Stephens completed his life almost entirely
separated from the trade union movement.
A pioneer in organizing American labor, the
initiator of new methods of organization, he
was nevertheless not the kind to catch the
imagination as Powderly did after him. He
didn’t flash across the country with the bril-
liance of his oratory or his writing. But in the
creation of the Knights of Labor and the in-
troduction of a new phase in labor organiza-
tion, he did leave behind him an important
record—written across a large page of Amer-
icAn labor history.

W all St. Cracks Whip

At ‘Democracy’ Meet

Yankee lmperialis—m Ridggﬂigh As Lickspittles

Work Zealously for Roosevelt Policy

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

BUENOS AIRES, Mar. 28.—
With the most distinguished
“left wing’’ prima-donnas of
Latin-America attending, — in-
cluding the Chief of the Nazi
Party of Chile, Gonzalez von
Marees!—a reunion pompously
styled ‘“‘Congress of American
Democracies” was held recent-
ly in the city of Montevideo.

What was the purpose of this
much - publicized gathering?
Apparently to fight for the
preservation of ‘‘democracy’’
in the Western Hemisphere. In
fact, however, it was to pro-
ciaim the unconditional sur-

render of Latin America to
Yankee imperialism. the
“‘good’” imperialism which is

going to defend our countries
from Nazi imperialism, that
“‘bad’’ imperialism which
threatens us and seeks to de-
vour us—according to these
spokesmen of Wall Street.

There is nothing to marvel
at, then, that gathered together
under these auspices, the Con-
gress of Montevideo should
have resulted in a fiesta of
high - sounding phrases, of
praises to the ‘‘democracy’ of
our countries, of cheers for the
New Deal, of cries of admira-
tion for great President Roose-
velt—of shameless prostration
before Wall Street.

A Packed Affair

Not one word was uttered
against these liberal and *‘‘left-
wing’’ lies and almost all the
resolutions were passed by ac-
clamation by the crowd of dele-
gates, intoxicated with ‘de-
mocracy’” and ‘‘good neighbor-
liness.”’

Little did it matter to them
that the masses of workers
looked at this Congress with
evident indifference and suspi-
cion; little did it matter that
the Uruguayan President Bal-
domir, answered the telegrams
of support that came to him
from the United States (pro-
claiming him the Protector of
liberty of speech) and demon-
strated what kind of ‘‘democ-
racy’ exists in Latin America,
by placing the Congress under
the gag of laws that limited
and made fictitious all liberty
of speech; little did it matter
that while the delegates were
burning incense to President
Roosevelt, the working masses
sf Latin America continued
groaning under the yoke of the
Yankee exploiters and that
Puerto Rico continued shed-
ding its blood in the search
‘or independence.

‘“‘Confederation” . .
Dictators

The vile Stalinist betrayers,
‘“‘socialists,”’ Apristas and
‘“‘revolutionaries’’ accomplished
their mission with zeal and in
closing the Congress voted by
a great majority the creation
of the ‘‘Confederation of Amer-
ican Democracies’ under the
shelter of Roosevelt and with
the connivance of all the great
“‘democrats’’ of Latin America,
the bloody dictators: Getulio
Vargas, Benavides, Batista,
Ibanez, etc.

. for

It is true that the Apristas
niade their “reservations' con-
cerning Yankee imperialism,
but not only did they fail to
raise their voices against that
imperalismm and against the
““Confederation,’” but they also
paid tribute to Roosevelt and
his “*Good Neighbor’’ policy, as
did the Mexican delegates,-
members of the Party of Pres-
ident Cardenas.

The resolutions of the Con-
gress were shameless collab-
orations with the Wall Street
bankers, encouraging their
loans. urging the tightening of
commercial relations with the
United States and loyal con-
sideration for its investments,
all of which made one wonder

what it all had to do with the
defense of ‘‘democracy.” The
Congress of Montevideo, ac-

cording to its sponsors, aspired
to outdo the Lima Congress, as
an expression of support to the
United States. And in reality it
outdid it as an expression
of shamelessness, submission,
and blind servility.

Hunger, Fear, Misery--That Is|
All Capitalism Has to Offer Us

A strikingly vivid disclosure
of the fear and insecurity
which haunt the different sec-
tions of the working class in
America has been made public
by the American Institute of
Public Opinion, of which Dr,
George Gallup is director.

President Roosevelt’s power
rests almost entirely on the
fear, insecurity, and destitution
which face all the lower in-
come groups of America, ac-
cording to the nation-wide sur-
vey just completed by the In-
stitute. It is the menace of
inadequate relief, of starvation
which gives Roosevelt his in-
fiuence over the voters despite
the unpopularity of many
measures sponsored by him.

The masses are stalemated
in Roosevelt’s blind alley and
have not yet found another
road to escape from the inse-
curity of the capitalist system.

Class Unrecognized

Psychologically at least,
states the survey in one of its
most significant sections, the
average American considers
himself a member of the mid-
dle class. He feels this de-
spite the ever-widening gap be-
{ween the working class and
the capitalist class, the razor-

Where Will the C.L.U.Draw a

Line on “Freedom to Speak”?

There is no doubf that the
Civil Liberties Union of Amer-
ica believes in freedom of
speech. And that’s a good
thing. We, too, are all for free
speech, and more of it. Unfor-
tunately for the C.L.U., how-
ever, il is just a bit too indis-
criminate in its belief for work-
ing class tastes. Its defense of
the Nazi's right to spread their
poisonous filth is, for example,
notorious. It might just as well
defend the rights of a scab—the
two are on the same plane.

Now, through the columns of
the anarchist journal, Man, we
learn of another instance of the

fine, liberal man.

And so on March 7, the Los
Angeles C.L.U. arranged a cel-
ebration to honor the 150th an-
niversary of the Bill of Rights
with Judge Yankwich as one of
the principal speakers. To cap
the insult (to every labor mili-
tant as well as to Graham) the
chairman of the meeting was
A. L. Wirin, the attorney whom
the C.L.U. has provided to de-
fend Graham.

Graham protested the insult
in a telegram to Roger Bald-
win, national head of the C.L.-
U. Baldwin replied that discre-
tion in such matters rests in

vicious lengths to which the:the hands of the local commit-

C.L.U. will go in according
freedom of speech to labor’s

enemies, to the point where it,

utterly disregards working
class sensibilities. By inviting
Judge Yankwich to speak at a
recent Los Angeles meeting it
showed a signal disrespect for
Marcus Graham, editor of
Man, who for 19 years has been
hounded because of his views,
and who, most recently, was
sentenced to 6 months impris-
onment by the very same
Judge Yankwich for refusing to
present testimony against him-
self on a 19-year-old deporta-
tion order.
Insult Working Class

Elementary decency would
require any organization that
presumes so much as by a
whisper to stand for working
class rights to show nothing but
contempt for a Judge Yank-
wich. But not the C.L.U. For,
though the judge has done a
little free-speech suppressing
himself, it turns out that he is
otherwise and after all, a very

ltees. Far from shifting the re-
‘sponsibility of the nationa‘.l or-
ganization, Baldwin’s telegram
only sharpens it.

\ * * *

Marcus Graham was arrest-
ed in April, 1919 charged with
possessing anarchist literature,
and ordered deported.to Cans-
' da. which refused to admit him.
Since 1919, Graham has been
repeatedly arrested, and on
one occasion brutally maltreat-
ed. Arrested again in 1937 he
was charged with being the
editor of Man. On January 14,
1938 Judge Yankwich sen-
tenced Graham to 6 months for
refusing to testify against him-
self. Yankwich’s sentence was
reversed by the Circuit Court
of Appeals which remanded the
case to the lower court to de-
cide upon which questions are
self-incriminating. Graham is
scheduled to appear before
Yankwich on May 8, and it is
almost a forgone conclusion
that the sentence will be re-
newed.

edge closeness of the average
American to the slow starva-
tion of relief or charity, and
the hopelessness of ever find-
ing security under capitalism.
No matter how great his pov-
erty, psychologically the aver-
age American working man
fails to recognize his member-
ship in the class to which he
belongs economically.

This psychological condition,
we add, is a direct reflection
of the lack of a large revolu-
tionary party in the TUnitéd
States and a direct proof of
the need to spread more widely
the transitional program of the
Socialist Workers Party in or-
der to bridge the gap between
the working man’s mental out-
look and his economic condi-
tion.

From a carefully selected
cross-section of persons in all
parts of the United States—ex-
cluding entirely farmers and
persons actually on relief—the
Institute determined that 35
per cent of those who do the
work in America would be
compelled to apply for relief
within six months’ time or
sooner if they lost their pres-
ent jobs. This group added to
the 17 per cent now on relief
constitutes more than half of
what Dr. Gallup classifies as
the ‘“‘working population” of
the United States.

Insecurity Main Factor

It is this nation-wide insecur-
ity of the workers which pro-
vides the impetus behind the
movement for old-age pen-
sions, for loans to home own-
ers, for relief appropriations,
and for large public works.
The Institute states that it is
this insecurity which will act
as the decisive factor on the
policies of candidates, plat-
forms, and parties in the com-
ing 1940 election.

The survey shows that out of
every five persons interviewed,
one would have to apply for
relief within a month’s time or
even sooner if he should lose
his job tomorrow. If all such
persons lost their jobs, points
out the Institute, it would mean
doubling the nation’s present
relief load by May.

Another large group, accord-
ing to the survey, could hold
out for a period between one
month and six months if they
were to lose their jobs imme-
diately.

These two groups plus those
now on relief constitute.52 per
cent of the working population
in the United States.

The greatest relative inse-
curity exists among skilled
and unskilled laborers. ©One
third of those questioned stated
that they would have to apply
for relief within one month.
But the insecurity line, shows
the survey, is perilously close
for many who belong to the
white-collar class—clerks, of-
fice workers, etc.

Class Listings
The political gap between the
‘““haves” and the ‘‘have-nots”’
has been steadily widening
states the Gallup poll, yet 9
out of 10 considered themselves
upon questioning as belonging

to the middle class. :

Only one American in 18
thinks of himself as a member
ot the *‘lower” class (the Gal~ .
lup poll should have read -
“‘working'’ «lass) while only
another one in sixteen describes .
himself as belonging to the up-
per class.

The Way Out

If it were written in fire it
could not be plainer than the
facts disclosed by this Gallup
poll that American capitalism
is staggering at the edge of itg
grave, that it can offer nothing
but hunger, fear, desolation,
misery, shameful death upon g
forelgn battlefield over some
slockholder’s income. Ameri«
can capitalism is shot with de-
cay from top to bottom. It rests
upon nothing but the miscon-
ception of the working man .
that he is a member of a class
that has become almost non-
existent.

The construction of socialism
offers the only escape from
fear, poverty, and insecurity,
When the workers of America
realize this fact, when they
have completed the transition
from believing they can makes
good as wolves in the fight for
profits to the understanding
that only collective action for -
socialism can win seécurity,
then they will swear loyalty to
their own class, the great and .
powerful working class, and -
Roosevelt and the whole re-~
gime he represents will vanigh
like a horrible dream.

New Courses Open
In Y.P.S.L. School

The Karl Liebknecht School -
of the Young People’s Social-
ist League, now at its half way
point, plans to expand its pro-
gram of activities.

A new course will be added
next week to the two courses.
now running. It will consist of
three lectures, on the Russian
Revolution of 1917, the German -
Revolution of 1918-23, and the
Chinese Revolution of 1925-27,
Comrade Felix Morrow, asso-
ciate editor of the Socialist °
Appeal will lead this course,

Ernest Erber, National Edu-
cational Director of the Y.P.-
S.L., is giving the course in
the Flements of Marxism,
Comrade M. S. Miller, Finan-
cial Director of the N. Y. Divi-
sion, is leading the lectures on
Organizational Problems. '

Because of the demand of -
members of the Y.P.S.L. and
friends of the League for'a .
change of date, the Liebknécht -
School wil hold sessions on
Saturday, beginning with April
15. The following is the time
schedule for the school:

1 PM.-2 P.M.—Elements of
Marxism. :

1 P.M.-2 P.M.—Organization-
al Problems.
2 PM.-3 P.M.—The Three
Revolutions. :
The classes are being held at’
51 East Tth St. (basement),
New York City, the headquar-
ters of the Sedov Unit of the':
Y.P.S.L.

S

(Continued from Page 1)

'fuse to accept the fink book in

the first place.

The fink book was defeated
by their determined resistance,
although the defection of the
Communist Party - controlled
East Coast seamen resulted in
a partial defeat for the sea-
mer,, when the government put
through the system of making
a ‘‘certificate of identification”
—not a continuous discharge
record, but including finger-
printing, etc.—the only alterna-
tive to carrying a fink book.

Even this momentary retreat
by the government did not last.
It soon returned to the attack,
early in 1937, when it set up
the United States Maritime
Commission for the ostensible
purpose of rehabilitating the
American merchant marine.

In the calculations of the ad-
mirals, the American mer-
chant marine is considered an
important adjunct of the Navy.
In a recent radio address, Ad-
miral Land, chairman of the
Maritime Commission, declared
that ‘‘the backlog of the Mer-
chant Marine Act under which
our commission functions is
that the merchant marine is
an auxiliary of the Navy.”

And in accord with this con-
ception, the Maritime Com-
mission anneunced its labor
policy, :
which is: ‘No discrimination
shall be made because of mem-
bership or mon-membership in
any organization” on ships
controlled by the commission.
The usual formula of all open-
shop reactionaries!

In order to carry out this
policy the commission opened
its own hiring halls—fink halls
the sailors call them—on the
East Coast, to supply person-

nel for ships operated by the
commission.

the central point @ of:

Lessons of Last War

The outbreak of the last war
found the American merchant
marine in a deplorable state.
The number of ships were in-
adequate to meet the require-
ments of the war machine and
those in service were for the
most part obsolete. ;

An emergency building pro-
gram was initiated under the
direction of the Emergency
Fleet Corporation to meet the
need for additional tonnage.
Sea-service bureaus were es-
tablished to facilitate govern-
ment control of personnel and
a training ship program was
launched to train seamen to
man the vessels. Thousands of
raw youth were trained in
these schools. The emergency
character of this program re-
sulted in a tremendous waste
of men and materials and
handicapped the war machine.

The then leaders of the sea-
men's unions collaborated with
the government in promoting
the war. It was their proud
boast that not one work stop-
page or strike interfered with
the conduct of the war. They
were rewarded for this faith-
fulness to the American capi-
talist class by having their
unions smashed in 1921 by the
very machine they had helped
to build, namely the sea-ser-
vice bureaus, training ships,
etc. of the Emergency PFleet
Corporation.

Profiting by their experi-
ence in the last war, the Amer-
ican capitalist class under the
guidance of Roosevelt is deter-
mined to be fully prepared for
the coming war. The Emer-
gency Fleet Corporation, sea-
service bureaus, training ships,
etc., are now being duplicated
in advance of the actual out-

break of armed conflict. An
extensive bhuilding program is

3

underway. The sea-service bu-
reaus of 1917—hiring halls—
have been established anew
together with training ships,
and a labor policy is being ad-
vanced which is designed to
reduce the seamen to the
status of servile automatons
under Navy discipline and to
destroy the militant organiza-
tions which the seamen have
built by heroic struggle.

At first the Maritime Com-
mission pursued a cautious
policy. A few fink-halls were
opened on the east coast. The
east coast seamen were di-
vided. They did not have the
militant tradition of struggle
which characterized the growth
and development of the Pacific
Coast seamen. The Stalinists
were in the leadership of the
largest union, the National
Maritime Union, and by this
time (1938-’39) the People’s
Front had, broadened out into
the Democratic Front. There
were now no more ardent sup-
porters of Roosevelt and all of
his works than the firm of
Browder and Co. And one of
Roosevelt’s prize creations was
the TUnited States Maritime
Commission.

Stalinists Aid Government

While giving lip-service to
the fight against the Commis-
sion’s fink-halls, the Stalinists
proceeded to ‘‘fight’’ the fink-
halls—by ordering the mem-
hership of the N.M.U. to ‘‘pack
the fink-halls’’! Thus the ad-
mirals were assured of a
plentiful supply of personnel to
man their ships. So diligent
were the lackeys of the Krem-
lin in the application of their
policy, that when West Coast
seamen in New York and Balti-
more threw a picket Iline
around the Commission halls,
the Stalinists ordered their

men through the line, contend-the firemen—were seized with

WEST COAST SEAMEN FACE THREAT

ing that it “was all a plot.”” In
addition to ‘fighting’’ the fink-
hall by helping it to function,
the Stalinist stalwarts in the
leadership of the N.M.U. en-
dorsed the training-ship pro-
gram, much to the gratifica-
tion of the admiral in charge
who complimented them op
their “‘statesmanship.”’

But Seamen Fight

In the meantime, however,
the seamen on the Pacific
Coast carried on an unremit-
ting struggle against the Com-
mission’s open-shop drive and
gave notice that any attempt
to establish non-union hiring
halls on the West Coast would
result in a tie-up of the entire
coast.

Since their success on the
East Coast was achieved with
such ease, the admirals grew
bolder. Early in March of this
year, the Commission an-
nounced that vessels owned
and operated by the Maritime
Commission would sail out of
the port of Seattle on the Seat-
tle-Orient ruyn, and that the
“‘usual”’ labor policy of the
Maritime Commission would
prevail. Which meant that the
admirals were preparing to in-
vade the West Coast.

The reaction of the West
Coast seamen was immediate.
The Sailors Union of the Pa-*
cific membership meeting at
headquarters (San Francisco)
adopted a unanimous resolu-
tion caHling for a secret refer-
endum strike vote in the event
the Maritime Commission
opened up fink halls on the
west coast.

In the face of this militant
response of the Sailors, the
Stalinists in control of the ‘once
powerful Pacific Coast ‘‘Mari-
time F:z2deration”’—which now

includes neither the sailors nor

panic. They had the impu-
dence to address a communi-=
cation to the S.U.P. stating ;
that ‘‘only those picket lines .
approved - by +the Maritime -
Federation :of the Pacific on:
this ggy‘e,xj{‘gk,g}&gxt hiring hall is-

sue will ‘Bligsrogdived.”

; &
7" -effect, the ultimatum .
meant that only those picket
lines approved by the Commu-~
nist Party would be recognized.
The Sailors Union gave the
Browder wrecking crew the
answer they deserved and in.
a thorough exposure of the.
role of the Stalinists as unoffi«
cial hangmen for the Roose-
velt administration, told them:
to go plumb to hell! i
A Fight to Finish

The West Coast seamen are
fully alive to the threat of the
open-shop, union-smashing pro
gram of the Maritime Com
mission and will fight to the
end to maintain the integrity
of their organizations. The
Stalinists who so recently’
hoisted the white flag of sur:
render over Madrid after stab-
bing the Spanish workers in
the back with the treacherou
dagger of People’s Frontism @
will not succeed in placing th
hangman’s -noose of Demo:
cratic Frontism around th
necks of the West Coast seas:
men. The majority of the sea=.
men are aware of who thei
enemies are both without an
within and are thus doubl;
armed for a fight to the finish

meemmen——

LIVE! FIGHT! CONQUER!:

and have a swell time .
with the

General Fund :
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a dccent wage for cvery worker.

Open the idle factories—operate them under
workers’ control.

. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
and housing program.

. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wage—
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on
all jobs.

5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability
pension.

Expropriate the Sixty Families.
. All war funds to the unemployed.
. A people’s referendum on any and all wars.
. No secret diplomacy.

An independent Labor Partly.

Workers Defense Guards against vigilante
and Fascist attacks

Behind Closed Doors

The agreement hetween the New Deal and
the Old Deal, which accepted the $100.000,000
W.P.A. figure voted by the Tlouse and thereby
guaranteed mass cuts from W.P. A, was made
in the Sub-Committee of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee  during  sessions  held  on
Wednesday, April 5.

At these sessions, Colonel I'. €. IHarrington,
head .of W.I.A., testified for several hours.

The sub-committee voted that the entire
record of the sessions, including all of Harring-
ton's testimony, should he kept secret.

What went on behind the closed doors of the
“sub-committee ? ‘These skulking cowards, decid-
ing “on a measurc that mcans starvation for
millions of persons, do not dare let the people
know the terms of their conspiracics.

We demand that the full rccord he made
public!

Let the people know, and judge the plot
against the unemployed!

'-Answer With Pickets

In the first week of May, for the crime of
being unemployed in a system that has no jobs.
blue and orange food cards will he {forced on all
those now struggling to keep alive on relief in
Rochester, New York, and Allentown, Pennsyl-
vahia, and by func this experiment on the uncm-
ployed guinea pig will be extended to six citics
of about 300,000 population.

The only attemipt yet made to justify the
imposition of this orange and bluc food card
system by these miscrable bureaucrats in charge
of the relief system, is that the 12,000,000
unemployed Americans are not mentally compe-
tent to buy food for themsclves when they are
given cash instead of a food card.

To this slander we have only oric answer—
niilitant picket Jines and demonstrations before
the headquarters of the relicf bureaucrats.

"~ The uneniployed do not need to wait until a
bayonet is shoved through their entrails while

“mtelligently” fighting for capitalist profits to
understand that the money which is theirs is
now being diverted by, Roosevelt into the war
machine and that this is the real reason for im-

. posingtthe orange and blue food cards on the
unemployed.

End Capitalist Control!

The power ot Jubor hies exclusively in its own
organizations, its own methods of struggle, its
own militancy, its disvegard for all limitations
imposed hy the capitalists.

This great basic truth of the labor movement
is clearly confirmed by examining the history
of legislative and court struggles between the
working class and the capitalist class.

The Sherman Anti-Trust Act was forced
through Congress hy a militant forward surge
of mass revolt against the industrial monopolies.
The capitalist courts promptly set about to twist
~and to “define,”s to interpret”™ the Act. Nat-
urally they did so i the interests of the capital-
ist class. They converted the Act into a power-
ful weapon against labor.

Then Jabor forced the Clayton Act through a

hostile Congress, specifically exempting trade
unions from the provisions of the Sherman Act.
When the militancy of the labor movement died
down and the capitalist judicial machinery no
longer feared that labor would strike back, the
Clayton Act promptly went through a series of
“definitions” and ‘‘interpretations’” by judges
who finished by converting the Clayton Act into
another powerful weapon against labor.

Now we learn that the legislation being pre-
pared by the LaTollette Civil Liberties Com-
mission, which specifically condemns the em-
plovers’ use of violence, terror, and blood-shed
against the workers—will be turned into a new
weapon against the workers!

A group of Senators have already announced
that they will attempt to utilize this legislation—
not against the employers—but against the
unions, to restrict them, to place greater “re-
sponsibibity” upon them instead of allowing the
“regulation to fall upon the employers.”

When labor was militant, began demanding
its just rights, and raised its mighty fist in reply
to the violence of the employers, then investiga-
tions of the employers were heid by Congres-
sional committees,. the truth about machine guns,
tear gas, professional thugs and spies in indus-
try exposed, and the capitalist courts werc as
silent over the legality of sit-down strikes as
hangmen when a prison is torn down by an
angry populace.

Now that the judicial and legislative arms of
the capitalist class think that labor has gone
back to sleep, they are again busily engaged in
tying new nooses for labor.

The Supreme Court decision against sit-
down strikes, the Apex case awarding the em-
ployers a monstrous sum for alleged damages
by the union, the conversion of the LaFollette,
legislation into an employer weapon—all these
open attacks against labor come because labor’s
militancy has subsided.

The laboring man has only one way of pro-
tecting his right to live as a human being and
that is through the militant action of his own
class.

The workers with the aid of the poor farmers
must put into power their own government.
That 1s the only way to smash forever the capi-
talist courts, the capitalist legislative bodies, and
capitalist control of the lives of the workers.

Youth Has a Future

The frontiers of cnterprise for American
youth have rcached their final development
under capitalism and youth no longer has a
future in capitalist America. ‘

This in essence is the conclusion one may
draw from the words of Dr. Caroline B. Zachry
of the Progressive Education Association, who
spoke at a luncheon meeting of the National
Board of the Young Women's Christian Asso-
ciation on April 5 in New York City and made
public the findings of her five-year study of
American boys and girls,

American youth is apathetic, with a defeatist,
hopeless feeling about their future, she stated.
There is no place for youth in industry, in the
professions, or in other areas. A grave situation
has thus arisen; the boys and girls, afraid that
they cannot be absorbed by society in a con-
structive capacity, are just shuffling along,
without any sort of philosophy, without any
hope for the future.

low very casy, she concluded, it would be
for a Iitler or any one clse who came along with
a program involving youth to get hold of this
group!

What Dr. Zachry says about American youth
is absolutely true. And it does not take five
vears' study to discover it. Any college, any
high school, any grammar school graduate can
bear witness to the unufterable hopelessness of
the future under capitalism, the unbearable
dreariness of endlessly hunting for a place that
does not exist.

All the expanding frontiers that capitalism
once offered to youth with imagination, daring,
and intelligence have finished: expanding. Capi-
talisn1 no lTonger nceds youth, no Jonger wants
youth for productive purposes. The hoys and
girls of America have becomic a major source
of danger to the American profit niachine.
American capitalism under a Roosevelt democ-
racy or under an American IHitler has nothing
hut death on a shameful battlelield to offer its
youth.

The new frontiers which are opening up for
youth are the fronticrs of socialism.  Socialism
offers a new way of looking at the world, a new
way of fighting for honor, for glory, for trath.

American youth, there 1s a place for your
abilities! There 1s a {uture for you—in the
great cancipating struggle for a new world!

In the revolutionary movement the greatest
tasks cver to face the young people in history
need all your intelligence, all your devotion, all
your idealism, all your strength, all your cour-
age and daring and sclf-sacrifice. Here there is
a place for you. llere there is a future.

Shining banuers stand at the head of the
coming American revolution. Join its forces in
hastening the victorious day! Join the revolu-
tionary American workers in smashing capital-
ism and building a new society that does have
a future!

Courts Invent Means To Break!
Strikes When Employers Cannot

The Apex Decision Is Only the Most Recent Instance
In a Long Series of Measures Taken by the Judicial
Arm of Capitalism to Handcuff Organized Labor Action

By FELIX MORROW

The decision of U. S. District
Judge W. H. Kirkpatrick, im-
posing nearly three-quarters of
a million dollars as punitive
damages against the Philadel-
phia hosiery workers, and the
recent U. S. Supreme Court de-
cision in the Fansteel case out-
lawing sit-down strikes, are un-
doubtedly the opening guns of
a new battle of the judges
against the labor movement,

But if this batlle gives every
sign of being a particularly
murderous onslaught of the be-
robed gentry against the work-
ers, the war itself has scarcely
abated at any time since the
railroad strikes of 1877 scared
the wits out of the bosses and
sent them scurrying behind the
judicial skirts for protection.

Flagrant, indeed, has been
the history of judicial strike-
breaking. So flagrant, that
even the eminently respectable
and conservative authors, John
R. Commons and associates, in
that standard work, ‘‘History
of Labor in the United States,”’
describe it in these terms:

‘““When employers discovered
that they could not place com-
plete reliance upon the execu-
tive officers of the democrati-
cally controlled state, they
turned to the courts for protec-
tion. The laiter responded by
developing a code of trade
union law, which, having for its
cornerstone a resurrected doc-
trine of malicious conspiracy
as applied to labor combina-
tions and, for its weapon, the
injunction, proceeded to out-
law the boycott, to materially
circumscribe the right to
strike, and even to turn against
labor the Federal statutes
which had been originally di-
rected against railway and in-
dustrial monopoly.”’ (History
of Labor, 1926 ed., Vol. II, p.
530.)

Damning as is this calmly-
worded indictment of the judi-
ciary, the most sketchy outline
of the actual events will show
that it is an under-statement.

THE FIRST PHASE:
POLICE COURTS

When the workers first began
to revolt against the slavery of
the open shop ,in the 1870’s and
1880's, the courts speedily came
to the aid of the bosses. The
first extensive use in labor dis-
putes of such criminal charges
as ‘‘inciting to riot,”” ‘‘obstruct-
ing the streets,” ‘‘intimida-
tion”’ and ‘‘trespass,” dates
from this period. ‘‘Convictions
were frequent- and penalties
often severe.” The use of crim-
inal frame-ups reached a cli-
max in the murder convictions
and executions of the Haymar-
ket martyrs in 1886.

But such ordinary criminal
charges were not sufficient to
hold back the growing labor
movement. The willing judges
proceeded to invent more com-
plex and more effective wea-
pons. For ,of course, the bosses
were not seeking to prevent vi-
olence, but to prevent strikes,
picketing, and boycott. Since
the right to organize and strike
was already vrecognized. the
judges had the problem of con-
ceding the legality of trade-
unionism while outlawing the
actual substance of unionism.

genious inventions.

THE INJUNCTION
AND ITS ALIBIX

Labor injunctions first were
used extensively in the 1890’s.
To justify their issuance, the
judges had to develop a whole
body of judge-made law. Three
‘ principles’” thus developed
were especially important:

1. ‘“Preventing irreparable
injury to property.” How justi-
fy issuing injunctions for this
purpose where, obviously, the
boss’ property was in no dan-
ger? By expanding the concept
of property!

A strike did not endanger the
boss’ physical property? But,
said the learned judges, the
boss had other property in-
volved: ‘his expectancy of re-
taining the service of old em-
ployees and of obtaining new
ones, said the judges, may be
called a property right! Since
the strike interfersd with that,
it was illegal, hence an injunc-
tion was issued.

A boycott doesn’'t endanger
the employer’s physical prop-
erty? But it undermines the
profitable relations which the
employer has with his custom-
ers—i.e., the boycott is effec-
tive!—and these relations, de-
cided the judges, were proper-
ty rights!

This brazen expansion of the
concept of property was first
fully formulated in New Jersey
in the Barr case in 1893 and
has seryed the bosses ever
since.

2. “Unlawful conspiracy.”
Even the new concept of prop-
erty was not enough alone to
justify injunctions, for it was
well established in law that no
redress can be had for losses
due to the exercise by others
(the unions) of that which they
had a lawful right to do. If
strikes and picketing were le-
gal, the bosses had to suffer
the consequences. To circum-
vent this simple truth, the
iudges proceeded to define ei-
ther the object of the strike, or
some of the means employed,
as unlawful. For this purpose
they dug up thé old common
law against conspiracies and
proceeded by arbitrary defini-
tion to define either means or
ends of strikes gs unlawful con-
spiracies.

In many cases judges were
crude enough to say that all in-
terference with the business of
employers constitutes conspir-
acy. More suavely, they declar-
ed that interference is prima
facie unlawful but may be jus-
tified—i.e., if the union’s de-
mands were acceptable to the
judge, then the strike was law-
ful, if not it was unlawful!

HOW THEY USE
THE SHERMAN ACT

3. To these two obviously
judge-made weapons was soon
added the one which has just
been used in the case against
the Philadelphia hosiery union.
The Serman Anti-Trust Act of
1890 was a law against indus-
trial monopolies, adopted pri-
marily as the result of agrari-
an discontent. To ‘‘apply’ it to
unions was and is the most ar-
bitrary judge-made ‘‘law.” The

Sherman Act ostensibly sought

WORKERS’ FORUM

MAKING IT
TOUGH FOR FINKS
Editor:

Back in the days when Tom
Mooney was an organizer for
the Moulders Union, he em-
ployed a swell idea for track-
ing down strike - breakers.
Mooney would sit on a motor-
cycle outside a struck plant
and wait . until the scabs had
quit work for the day. After
watching them pile into a
truck, he would folow it to the
house which the bosses had
provided. Mooney would then
organize a picket line and
have it parade in front of the
boarding house until the land-
lady got sore enough to order
the finks to get the hell out.

Well, here in St. Louis the
unions have been using a simi-
lar tactic against workers who
refuse to sign up. For the past
few weeks, the United Electri-
cal, Radio and Machine Work-
ers and the Cosmetic and
Chemical Local affilialed” with
the United Mine Workers, dis-
trict 50, have been picketing
the homes of delinquent and
non-union workers. The Leath-
er and Luggage Workers
Union, affiliated with the
Amalgamated Clothing Work-
ers. sent oul a notice that be-
ginning March 6 it would
picket the homes of non-union
workers of the Herberl and
Meise]l Trunk Company. with
which the union has a contract.

This angle in union organiza-
tion has proved Iitself a big
success. H. V. R.

8t. Louis, Mo, fa,. ... %

THOMAS IS

CONFUSED AGAIN
Editor:

Norman Thomas is confused’
again. According to “La Voz"
April 4, Thomas was Lrying to
make clear his position on
Puerto Rico's struggle against
tyranny, at the Open Forum
of the University of Indiana
last Monday, when a Puerto
Rican student named Josc An-
tonio Gonzalez impatiently in-
terjected a demand for a clear
answer: for or against inde-
pendence?

Mr. Thomas, although capa-
ble enough at describing the
horrors of Yankee imperialist
rule in the island. was at a loss
when asked about just what
action to take against it. The
listeners must have felt their
heads whirl when they: heard
Thomas answer: “‘If I were
you. and were convinced that
independence would not func-
tion adequately in these times,
I would toss a coin between
statehood and autonomy under
the U. S. flag. 1 would rest
content with the latter.”’

Anyone who calls himself a
“‘Socialist,”” and a ‘'leader.’”” no
less, and yet doesn’'t stand
clearly and forthrightly for the
unconditional freedom of the
oppressed colonial peoples is
either a miserable fool or a
traitor to the toiling masses
.whom he professes to lead.

DIEGO MONTANEZ.

New York

They did so by a series of in-to curb monopolies under the

Federal power to control inter-
state commerce; convictions
were to be secured by finding
monopolies to be ‘‘restraining
commerce.”’

But during the great Pullman
strike and boycott led by Eu-
gene V. Debs in 1893, judges
proceeded to issue injunctions
by citing the unions as re-
straining commerce and there-
fore violating the Sherman
Act! Thereafter this judicial
‘ interpretation’’ became a ba-
sic anti-labor weapon.

In 1908 in the Danbury Hat-
ters case, the judges first ap-
plied the punitive damage pro-
visions of the Sherman Act to
unions and union members, the
life savings of several hundred
members being attached to sat-
isfy the staggering triple dam-
ages awarded by applying the
anti-trust law, This is the preec-
edent for the present case
against the Philadelphia hos-
iery union.

THE ‘“MAGNA CHARTA
OF LABOR”

As the result of a national
wave of labor revolt, Congress
in 1914 passed the Clayton Act,
expressly exempting unions
from the anti-trust laws. Gom-
pers hailed it as the ‘‘Magna
Charta of Labor.” But it made
little change in the injunction
racket, for the judges whittled
it away by interpretation: the
final proof of this was the in-
junctions which Attorney Gen-
eral Daugherty obtained in
1922 against the railway shop-
men’s strike—the most sweep-
ing injunction ever issued up to
that time, absolutely outlawing
the strike.

Every attempt of the trade
unions to free themselves from
the murderous onslaught of the
judges, by securing new legis-
lation, has been thwarted by
brazen judicial ‘‘interpreta-
tion”’ of the ‘‘intent’’ of Con-
gress or the legislatures. The
legislators, of course, connive
with the judges, providing loop-
holes in the writing of the laws.
Actually there is a division of
labor here: the legislators
yield to labor's demand on oc-
casion, with the assurance that
the judges will go on as before
on the basis of the ingenuity
they have employed always in
siding with capital against la-
bor.

While, as every trade union-
ist knows from his own experi-
ence, it is tactically: advisable
in strike struggles to refain as
much as possible the formali-
ties of legality, the basic fact
remains: the judges, tools of
the bosses, define what is legal.
Hence, to stake everything on
legality means to give up the
fight against the bosses. That
is why labor must struggle on
the basis of the conviction that
the rights of the working class
are higher than any judge-
made law.

To Honor ﬂesca
On His Fortieth

Year As Milifant

(Special to the Socialist Appeal)

NEW YORK— Friends of
Carlo Tresca are celebrating
his 60th birthday and the an-
niversary - of his 40th year of
service to the labor movement
with him at a testimonial din-
ner and dance to be held on
Friday, April 14 at Irving
Plaza.

Everyone in the labor move-
ment knows of his tireless
struggle for civil liberties, and
in the cause of trade unionism.
Those who took part with him
in the Lawrence, Paterson, and
Mesaba Range strikes can nev-
er forget this fighter for the
working class.

Always on the side of the op-
pressed, he threw himself
wholeheartedly into the work
in behalf of victims of capital-
ist persecution and the struggle
for civil liberties. Hundreds of
militants, framed-up by the ca-
pitalist courts remember that
it was Carlo Tresca that was
among the first to rally to their
defense. Outstanding was his
work in the Sacco-Vanzetti.
Sacramento, and Greco-Carillo
cases.

Among the sponsors of the
dinner are John Dewey, Roger
Baldwin, Albert Goldman.
John Dos Passos, John TF.
Finerty, Arturo Giovannitti,
James Rorty. Adolph Held,
George Novak, Benjamin Stol-
berg, Norman Thomas, Oswald
Sarrison Villard and Louis
Waldman.

Reservations to wine, dine,
and dance with Carlo Treseca
may be made by mail through
Vincent Alvano, banquet trea-
surer, at Room 414, 96 Fifth
Avenue, New York City, at two
dollars per person.

IN THIS
CORNER

By Max Shachtman

An interesting dispute arose during my recent
debate with Mr. Joseph Shaplen, of the Social
Democratic Federation, on the subject: ‘‘Has Bol-
shevism Failed?”’ It related to the trial of the
twelve leaders of the Russian Social Revolutionary
party who were convicted of counter-revolutionary
activities by the Soviet court in Moscow, 1922,

In what I considered a hopeless effort to prove
that the Stalinist regime differs in no essential
from the Soviet regime of Lenin’s time, Mr. Shap-
len declared that the recent Moscow frame-ups
against the so-called Trotskyists had their origin
in ‘“‘identical” frame-ups organized by Lenin and
Trotsky in 1922 against the Social Revolutionary
party leaders—Abraham Gotz, Eugene Timofeyev,
Eugenia Ratner, Gendelman, Donskoy, Nikolai
Ivanov and half a dozen others.

My reply was that the two trials had nothing in
common. The S.R. leaders not only expressed
freely and vigorously their irreconcilable opposi-
tion to the Soviet regime, and not only admitted—
even boasted of—their armed struggle to over-
throw it, and their intention to resume it whenever
they considered it possible and expedient, but also
admitted that they had worked together with the
Allied imperialists.

The latter part of my reply was especially chal-
lenged by Shaplen, who imprudently stamped it
a part of what he called the ‘“Trotskyist school of
falsification.”” He insisted on his challenge, even
after I had called attention to my documentary
reference, with which he was acquainted—if one
may be permitted to draw such a conclusion after
seeing a marked copy of the document in his
hands during the debate.

Because it has an importance far beyond that of
proving a. casual debater’s point, I shall quote the
document here. It is not written by the Stalinists:
it is not written by the Bolsheviks. It is an official
publication of the Social Revolutionary party itself.
The English edition is called ‘“The Twelve Who
Are to Die,”” and was published by the “Delega-
tion of the Party of Socialist-Revolutionists’ in
Berlin, 1922.

Kautsky and Vandervelde Testify

Let us hear first from.Karl Kautsky, who wrote
an introduction to the brochure:

‘““The Social-Democracy was never averse to the
use of violence in resistance against violent perse-
cution. It simply made the advisability of the use
of such violence conditional upon considerations of
purpose and thz possibility of success. If the So-
cial-Democracy found itself in disagreement with
the Socialist-Revolutionists in this regard, it was
not from considerations of principle but of tac-
tics.” (p. 9.

No comment.

Now let us hecar {rom the late Emile Vander-
velde, the Belgian social-democratic attorney for
the defendants in the trial:

‘“The Socialist-Revolutionists [say the Bolshev-
iks] waged an armed struggle against the Soviet
Government,,  The ,, Socialist-Revolutionists admit
this as an unaeniab e historic fact.””. (p. 62.)

No comment.

Let us hear further from defendant Abraham
Gotz’s statement during the trial itself:

‘“‘After the October coup d’etat [the Bolshevik
revolutioni, we considered it our bounden duty to
wage armed resistance against the usurpers of
power, who signed the Brest-Litovsk peace and
were ready to accept other compromises leading
to the enslavement of the Russian people, who had
just thrown off the fetters of Czarist rule.’”’ (p. 85.)

Again no comment. .

S. R's Plead Guilty As Charged

But what about S.R. collaboration with the for-
eign imperialists in the attempt to overthrow the
Soviet regime by force? Let us listen to defendant
Timofeyev’s court statement:

‘“They [the Kerensky government and the S.R.’s]
regarded Russia’s continued participation in the
limperialist] war as essential, and in basing their
program upon socialist ideas of peace they hoped
to wrest at the future peace conference conditions
of peace acceptable to Russia. The Brest-Litovsk
treaty, concluded in 1918, made continued coopera-
tion with' the Allies for salvation of our country
from German imperialism, supported by the
Soviet government, doubly essential. Our relations
with the Allies continued up to the German revolu-

tion.” (p. 66.) That is, up to November, 1918—at
least!

And finally, from the official declaration in the
brochure by the Foreign Delegation of the S.R.
party:

“In the summer of 1918, the conflict of the Gov-
ernment against the people assumed the form of

., civil war. The S.R. party was on the side of the
‘people [Ahem!]. On the Volga and in the Urals. it
organized peasants’ and workmen’s regiments.
which fought against the Bolsheviks on the so-call-
ed Front of the Constituent Assembly. They were
helped by the Czecho-Slovak legions, formed from
war prisoners, which Trotsky had tried to disarm
on the demand of imperial Germany.” (p. 114.)

Whatever Mr. Shaplen may assert 20 years
later, it nevertheless remains true that the Social
Revolutionists themselves did not even try to
make a secret of the fact—denied by nobody at
that time; denied today only by those who count
on popular amnesia—that (1) they had taken up
arms in the hope of overturning the Soviet regime,
(2) they had worked as tools of Allied imperialism
(Lloyd George, Poincare, Wilson and Co.) and its
Czech legions, and (3) one of their aims was to
drive exhausted, peace-thirsting Russia back into
the imperialist war.

Workers’ State Must Defend Itself

Under the circumstances, the S.R. party had as
much right to Soviel legality and toleration as
would a gang of British Tories who sought to open
up headquarters in Boston and appeal for recruits
and arms during the American Revolution.

A workers’ state, governed by one or more par-
ties, has no right to suppress other working class
organizations for their political views., It has an
elementary right and duty to act with the utmost
vigor and rigor against any group, no matter what
it calls itself, which takes up arms against it.
Doubly so if the group in guestion works hand in
glove, as did the S.R.s, with domeslic or foreign
capitalism. '

Apart from incidental and secondary errors—
which, of course, our goed social democrats never
commit—that was the course followed by the Bol-
sheviks in the period of Lenin and Trotsky. The
record proves it conclusively. And no amount of

stuttering or blustering can obliterate that recoprd.




