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Real Meaning
Of Moscow
Trials Is Clear

Today, at last, the world can see qui.te'plain-
ly the real meaning of the Moscow TI’ICIl.S.

Stalin’s pact with Hitler! Stalin’s blessq\g on
the most savage, hideous political force in re-
corded history! Stalin’s signal for Nazism to
advance with a free hand, and to yoke ever
more tens of millions of workers and peasants
beneath the Nazi chains. The mask is off at
last! -
Stalin Murdered the Flower of the Party

One by one, by tens and dozens and hun-

‘dieds and thousands, Stdlin butchered. By

frame-up in open court or in dark rooms in
black night, in concentration camps or the
cellgrs of the Lubianka, the guns of the GPU
smoked. Zinoviev and Smirnov and Kamenev
and Bukharin, Pyatakov, Mrachkovsky . . . all
who remained of those who had led the great
revolution, all Lenin's comrades and col-
leagues, those who had been the flower of the
dead party which Stalin murdered, fell before
the assassin of the Kremlin.

And, month by month, the staff of the Red
army and navy, the mighty heroes of the civil
war, those who had, starving and ragged, met
and conquered the hordes of the counter-rev-
olution and the armies of all the imperialist
powers, were slaughtered by Stalin—by hun-
dréds, by thousands, by tens of thousands.

These were the allies of Hitler, the agents
of the Gestapo, the plotters of a “German ori-
entation”! So suid Vyshinsky — and the paid
and unipaid hirelings and prostitutes of the un-
speakable tyrant of the Kremlin!

Harid in Hand with Reaction

And now, with its fierce, terrible irony, his-
tory pulls dside the curtain: it is Stalin, Stalin
the well-beloved, the eagle, the lion, the rain
and the sun, who embraces Hitler over the
bones of the workers of Europe.

~Why the trials, and the ravaging purges?
It is easy to understand now.

Stalin, the destroyer of the socialist revolu-
tion, the leader and defender of the power and
the privileges of the new exploiters!

To destroy the revolution, to march hand in
hand with the world symbol of the counter-
revolution, Stalin had first to destroy all those
who made the revolution, to smash the living
bearers of the tradition of the revolution, to
root out every potential center of that opposi-
tion which would arise from among the masses
as Stalin’s counter-revolution had to come into
the open for its last stages.

Only by blood, by rivers and torrents of
blood, could the new exploiters advance toward
the consolidation of their new power and priv-
ilege over the masses.

" Let us hear now from the defenders of the
Trials! They know now what they defended:
the alliance with Hitler, the free hand for
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National Comrhittee Issues Call

To Party On Stalin-Hitler Pact

TO ALL BRANCHES AND MEMBERS OF
THE SOCIALIST WORKERS PARTY:

The Hitler-Stalin Pact, and the world war
danger, enormously increases both the tasks
and the opportunities of our party.

More than ever must our energies be bent
towards extending and deepening the cam-
paign against war whch we have launched.
We are now in a better position to carry it
through successfully than we ever were be-
fore.

The Pact is not merely a striking confirma-
tion of the prediction we made after Munich.
It is a mortal blow, delivered by Stalin him-
self, apainst all the Stalinist parties, the
American included. The rank and file Stalin-
ist workers, cruelly duped by the paid agents
of the Kremlin bureaucracy, regimented in ad-
vance for war ‘for the democratic front
against the fascist aggressors’, are every-
where in a state of confusion. Some of them
have had their eyes opened to Stalinist per-
fidy at a single blow. Others, and they number
thousands, are beginning to ask critical, im-
perious questions which all the base sophistry
of the Browders cannot dispose of so easily.
REACH THE C.P. RANKS!

As part of our campaign, we must now make
an exceptionally concentrated effort to reach
the ranks of the Stalinist party and those in-
fluenced by it with what they are so anxiously
seeking—an explanation of what has happened,
of how the Pact came to be signed, of what it
means in world politics and to the working

class in particular. Patient explanation of our
point of view must go hand in hand with a
merciless offensive against Stalinism, the most
virulent poison in the labor movement.

All branches must make special efforts to
establish contact with the Communist Party
and Young Communist League membership in
their localities.

The special editions of the Socialist Appeal,
devoted to an analysis of the shameful Pact,
must be distributed widely among the Stalinist
workers.

Every effort must be made to bring the larg-
est number of Stalinist workers to the mass
meetings of the party on this subject and—
FIGHT AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR

Every locality should hold at least one large-|

scale meeting at which the party position on
the Pact is expounded.

Now is the time to concentrate on winning
the betrayed Stalinist militants, those who are
honestly devoted to the cause of socialism, to
the banner of the Fourth International.

Now is the time to press harder the struggle
against imperialist war, to expose the fraud
of the ‘‘democratic peace front’’, to popularize
the slogan of ‘Let the People Vote on War!
Take the War-Making Power Away from Con-
gress!”’

NATIONAL COMMITTEE,
Socialist Workers Party

MAX SHACHTMAN,
Acting Nat’l Secretary.

THE TRUTH ABOUT THE STALIN-HITLER PACT!

Stalin’s Cépitulation to Hitler
Increases War Danger; T hreatens
Existence of Soviet Workers

Headlines in the capitalist press scream about Stalin’s betrayal of
the “democracies.” In contrast, the putrid Stalinist press, in obedience
to the Kremlin Butcher,

tory” for Stalin.
They both lie. They
They both—Stalin

hopes of the masses. They deceived the peoples with the myth that the
conflict between the imperialist powers is a conflict between “fascism”
and “democracy.” They fooled the masses into believing that the com-
ing war is a war of “ideologies.” To help this myth, the “democracies”

helped dress Stalin up

In their desire to maintain their monopoly over the world’s markets
against the assault of the Axis powers, the “democracies” were only too

ready to use Stalin and
the status quo.

WORKERS JEER,
HIT STALINIST
TALK AS FAKE -

Defenders of Stalin
Line Scarce as Work-
ers Ask Questions

By TONY CHAPMAN

NEW YORK—Shock, resent-
ment and revulsion gripped
this city’'s workers as they
mulled over the headlines an-
nouncing the signing of the
Stalin - Hitler Non- Aggression
Pact at Moscow.

Everywhere during the past
three days, on street corners, in
cafeterias, in their clubs, the
workers have spoken of nothing
else. Not since the advent of
Hitler to power in 1933 have
there been such widely pro-
found expressions of bitterness
and consternation. From 14th
Street to the Bronx, from the
Battery to Brooklyn, the pitch
of proletarian anger against
this latest Stalinist outrage has
expressed itself in sharp, un-
qualified terms.

Workers Jeer

Tuesday night, on the corner
of 170th Street and Walton
Avenue in the Bronx, when the
local Branch of the Communist
Party attempted to stage an
outdoor meeting in order to ex-
plain the ostensible benefits of
the Hitler-Stalin pact, proletar-
ian feeling ran so high that the
Stalinists were forced to re-
treat under a barrage of bitter
ridicule and derision.

‘‘Heil fuehrer Stalin,”” the
workers jeered.

Scores of hands went up in
mock fascist salutes.

(Continued on Page 2)

AN EDITORIAL

WHOM:;CAN THE PEOPLE TRUST?

Whom can the people trust?

Faced with the supreme questions—the question of war,
and the question of the preservation of freedom from fas-
cismi and totalitarjian dictatorship—on whom can we, the
masses of workers and farmers, rely?

We were told to trust in a “collective security” which
would be brought about by the “great democratic powers”.
These powers, led by their Edens and Chamberlains and
Blums and Daladiers, showed the kind of collective secur-
ity they Were intérested in when they handed Ethiopia to
Italy, Spain to Franco, and Czéchostovakia to Hitler.

Above all, we were told to put our faith in Stalin, the

“mighty bulwark of peace and democracy”, the genial
chief of the peoples of the world.

Now Stalin drives home a blow against the people every-
where beside which Munich pales into insignificance.
Never, perhaps, in history, has there been a more brutal,
cynical betrayal of the hopes of a great part of mankind.

Do you think Roosevelt is fashioned from a different
bolt of cloth than his fellow rulers?

The present rulers of the great powers, and the exploit-
ers whose servants they are, are all identical in their hatred
and contempt for the masseés of the people, in their callous

(Contfiued on Pige 3)
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calls the alliance a “blow for peace” and a “vic-

lied unitedly yesterday, they lie separately today.
and the democracies”—betrayed the illusory

as a “democrat.”

his bloody totalitarian regime as a tool to defend

In their assault upon the booty accumulated
by the Western powers, the rapacious Nazi im-
perialists are only too ready to use those whom
yesterday they called the “Jewish Bolshevists.”

"Ideclogies’’ Change as Needed

Amid the scramble for super-profits, all the
capitalist “ideologies”’—both fascist and demo-
cratic — are revealed as flimsy garments,
the imperialist wolves look alike.

Amid this feverish contest for capitalist dom-
ination, the Stalin regime has been unmasked,
more openly than ever before, as a characterless
tool of the imperialists. :

A “blow for peace”, the Stalinists brazenly call
the alliance with Hitler. But Molotov’s signature
on that pact doomed Poland as an independent
power, gave Hitler th signal to go ahead with
his march Eastward. .

A "victory” for Stalin, his lackeys say. But
Stalin can expect even less gratitude from his
present service to Nazi Germany than he got for
his previous services to the ““democracies.”

Stalin fawningly sought the favor of the West-
ern imperialists, providing them with the “Peo-
ples Fronts” which brought about the victory of

Franco over the Spanish masses and Daladier’s
dictatorship over the French working class.

Wi ll Earn No Gratitude

In gratitude for these services, he was left out
in the cold at the time of Munich, when his
“democratic” allies believed they could buy
peace from Hitler by giving him a free hand
against Czechoslovakia and the Ukraine.

The brand of gratitude that Stalin will get
from Hitler was foreshadowed by the fate of
Poland. Only last September, when the Nazis
marched on Czechoslovakia, Poland was allowed
to participate in the partition of that country as
payment for its neutrality. With Hitler’s blessing
a year ago, the Poles took Teschen. Today they
are on the verge of being taken themselves.

The annexation of Poland by the Nazis, in
whatever form it may take place, will only bring
closer the day of Hitler’s assault upon Soviet Rus-
sia with the full blessings of his present enemies.
in the West,

Ready yesterday to praise Stalin if only he
would fight on the side of the “democratic” im-
perialists, today the democratic capitalists and
their social-democratic lugkeys seek to utilize

age - %
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In the
| Labonr
Unions
=gy B. J. WIDICK=
ClO and Stalin

The heaviest blow ever deliv-
ered against the Stalinists in
‘the CIO was given this week
by Stalin through bhis agree-
ment with Hitler.

Symbolic of days to come
was the public attack Wednes-
day by Heywood Broun, presi-
.dent ally in the CIO, on the new
Stalin line. Broun denounced
the Stalin-Hitler pact in his na-
tional column!

It is no exaggeration to say
that the bottom of the Stalinist
strategy in the CIO dropped
out this week.

A revulsion against the cyni-
cal deal between Stalin and
Hitler is bound to sweep the
entire labor movement. And a
chief stock-in-trade of the Stal-
inists within the CIO, ‘‘anti-
Hitlerism’’, boomerangs against
them with a terrific thud.

Very significantly, John L.
‘Lewis has maintained a dis-
creet silence about the pact, al-
though William Green, presi-
-dent of the AFL, rushed to print
to chuckle over the dilemma of
- the present C.I1.O. line which
js Stalinist-influenced.

CIO Liability

For jt is becoming increas-
ingly clear to everyone that the
Stalinists are a terrible liability
to Lewis and the CIO from any
point of view. Experience
teaches that neither they nor
their policies can be trusted.

We know of many CIO unions
in the East and middle-West
where progressive tendencies
have been slowly arising. Now
they have been given another
punch against the Stalinists. It
was furnished by Stalin.

The taunts of the progres-
sives in the labor movement
will be exceeded only by the un-
concealed chagrin of the Stal-
inist followers. Because there
is no answer to the fact that
the overwhelming majority of
people interpret the pact as,
‘‘the Stalinists and fascists are
getting together.”

Many big CIO unions are

holding conventions soon, in-
cluding the national CIO. This
places the C. P. in an inextri-
cable dilemma. What happens
to the carload of Stalinist res-
olutions that usually swamped
progressives?
" Where will the resolution on
collective security be? The one
which Harry Bridges, Joe Cur-
ran, - Mervin Rathborne, and
other C.P.ers defended at the
last ‘CIO convention.

No More Boycott?

What about the CIO national
resolution to bhoycott German
goods? And the one on peace
and democracy? What kind of
speech can John Brophy, Stal-
inized director of the CIO, give
two weeks from now to the
United _Rubber Workers of
Amefica convention? Last year
he talked against Hitlerism.

.-Picture the headaches of the
Stalinists in the auto workers
unions trying to defend a Hitler-
Stalin pact!

In the S.W.0.C. only a few
weeks ago, David J. Macdon-
ald, secretary-treasurer, with

. the approval of Phillip Murray,
took a blast at ‘‘communism.”
Steel Labor, official publication
of the S.W.0.C., carried an edi-
torial repudiating all ‘‘isms.”

Clearing their skirts of Stal-
inist association will be a ma-
jor activity of many CIO lead-
ers in the next period who pre-
viously went along. Of course,
red-baiting, amalgams, etc.
will be far too common and
dangerous. -

And the Militants?

From our point of view,
however, the important ques-
iion is what happens to the
hundreds of union militants
who joined the Stalinists under
the illusion that it was a ‘‘pro-
gressive party.’”’” Their first re-
action Inevitably will be,
“We've been sold out!” All
the fine talk by Stalinist organ-
izers that ‘‘Our Party is the
only real opponent of Hitler,”
will mock the militants.

Obviously, if there is a seri-
ous dent in the ranks of the
Stalinists—and it seems prob-
able—it will come first from
these healthy proletarian ele-
ments. Already there are re-
ports of how Stalinist members
in the CIO wince and duck
- wwhen razzed by the cry, ‘‘Heil
- Stalint”’

" A friend at the teachers un-
den convention now meeting in
- Buffalo ~wrote today, that the

Stalinists - were dazed and

indicted WPA strikers,

the Teamsters Joint Council,
and the Federal Workers Sec-
tion of Local 544, aims to raise
a, bail fund sufficient to gain
the release of every single one
of the victimized strikers.

A sneakers committee, head-
ed by Claude Skeldon of the
Klectrical Workers Union Local
202 and V. R. Dunne of Local
344, is sending speakers to all
union meetings, appealing for
cash donations to the bail fund
and for property to be listed to
guarantee the bail bond.

Special Meeting Tuesday

In addition, a letter is being
sent out by officials of the Cen-
trgl Labor TUnion, summoning
the executive boards of all
Minneapolis AFL unions to a
special meeting next Tuesday
evening, August 29th, 8 p.m.,
at the Central Labor Union.

victims of WPA.

Minneapolis

Roosevelt-Woodrum Relief Bill,

with relief clients working on
WPA. The law carries a penal-
ty of up to two years in prison.

U. 8. Attorney Victor Ander-
son, who is known to have high
political ambitions, has an-

and that his jury will recon-
vene August 28 to consider fur-

by Murphy’s G-men.
Provocative Tactics an Outrage
arrest.

indicted were under

the arrests were carried out

bours of the night, handcuffed

them off to jail. All this was
done to the tune of lurid head-

bnss press.
vied with one another to make

criminals.
In order to sustain the atmo-
sphere of a deep dark crime,

indicted, so that those named
could give themselves up.
stead the authorities, undoubt-
edly acting at the direction of
the national administration, pre-
ferred to continue their stupid
and sensational ©policy of
breaking into citizens’ homes
and making newspaper head-
lines.

Monsirous Bail Set
Federal Judge Bell, suppos-
edly a liberal, joined in the
drive against organized labor
by setting monstrously high
bail for those arrested. Up to

striker ranged from $5,000 to
$190,000, certainly a ridiculous
figure for honest workmen and
citizens earning $60.50 a month,
almost all of whom are long-

and the heads of families.
Among the indicted are said
to be no less than forty women,
former workers on the WPA
sewing project. The deputy
marshals are understood to be
plotting a roundup of these
women on Thursday and Fri-
day. Almost all the women are
breadwinners for families.
While these women are shack-
led in jail, their families must
continue to eat and be cared
for, which raises an additional
pvroblem for the labor move-
ment,
Lengthy Trials Seen

Attorneys John Goldie, Tom
Kochelmacker and  Gilbert
Carlson, all well-known in labor
circles, sat in Tuesday after-
noon’s meeting at the Central
Labor Union. The attorneys
pointed out that though the

in the labor movement is now
on the order of the day!
Incidentally, will the Stalin-
ists be forced to employ a new
technique against labor pro-
gressives in the future? Once
they called them ‘‘Trotskyite-
fascists,”” or simply ‘‘Trotsky-
ites.” Wil they now sndil and

call-them ““dirty anti-faseists’’?

The meeting will discuss plans |
to rally labor support for the ;:;

The federal grand jury which |8
baegan its investigation into the!

WPA strike on!
July 24, paused last Friday to |4

making it a felony to interfere B

nounced he is not through yet, |§

ther evidence being gathered ||

The manner in which some of |§
was a downright outrage. U.S. |}
deputy marshalls barged into}#
the homes of the victims at all|}
the WPA workers and carted|@
lines and pictures in the daily |}
The Minneapolis/|/§
Tribune and the Star-Journal|j

the arrested strikers appear as|§

the court and Anderson refused g
to divulge the names of those|}

In-{ &

Wednesday noon, bail for each||

time residents of Minneapolis |

Federal Grand Jury Hands Down 103 Indict-
ments—Unionists Organize Against
Outrage—23 Already Under Arrest

Outraged at the bloodthirsty tactics being followed by U. S.
Attorney Victor Anderson and the boss press towards the 103
a broad committee representing the
Minneapolis labor movement met Tuesday afternoon and voted
unanimously to begin immediately the raising of a bail bond to
free all those indicted. The committee, chosen by representa-
tives of the Central Labor Union, the Building Trades Council,

daily press and Anderson are
trying” to give the Iimpression
there will be a mass trial of all
victims, actually each person
will be ftried separately, and
the trials may well drag along
ior some months,
Protests Flow In

Protests against the vindica-
tive attitude of the Roosevelt
administration towards  the
Minneapolis WPA strikers con-
tinued to pour in. Last Sunday
the Iowa State Drivers Council
adopted a stiff resolution pro-
testing the victimization of the
strikers. The Sailors Union of
the Pacific, which has had a
gocd deal of experience with
government strike - breaking,
has sent a protest resolution to

ers.

Minneapolis Labor Raises Bail

Fund for Indicted W PA Strikers

Roosevelt and Murphy, as have
‘numerous union and unem-
ployed groups throughout the
nation.

Stand by WPA Victims

The entire labor movement,
and every member of organ-
ized labor, must assume the re-
sponsibility for protecting and
vindicating the rights of the de-
fendants who ‘are being victim-
ized by the government and the
boss press.

The entire conduct of U. S.
Attorney Anderson, Attorney
General Frank Murphy and the
grand jury investigation, ac-
companied by lurid and lying
newspaper publicity, is delib-
erately designed to make the
public believe these WPA
workers are criminals, which
is certainly untrue. Their only
crime is that they are unem-
vloyed and that they are union
men and women, devoted to
labor‘s cause. The
{ook a brave and generous
stand for union principles. It
is the responsibility of organ-
ized labor to stand by THEM in
their hour of need. The rapid
reising of a bail fund to gain
the freedom of all defendants
will be a fitting answer to the
high-handed tactics of the fed-

]
Berlin-Moscow Treaty
ARTICLE 1 /

The two contracting parties obligate themselves to |
refrain from every act of force, every aggressive action . j
and every attack against one another, including any sin- g
hand down indictments against @ gle action or that taken in comjunction with other pow- &
cver one hundred Minneapolis |
citizens, workers on WPA, Most | i

of those named were charged |8
with violating Section 28 of the |§

ARTICLE II

eral authorities.

Bl | thousands poured out of their

(This means that the Soviet Union gives Hitler a free
hand not only in Poland, but also wherever else he may
choose in the future fo strike.)

In case one of the parties of this treaty should be- }
come the object of warlike acts by a third power, the E

d other party will in no way support this third power.
(This means that Stalin promises not to help any power |

which may desire to block Hitler’s ‘‘aggressions’.)

ARTICLE III

The governments of the two contracting parties in the

future will constantly remain in consultation with one

tions of common interest.

Up to press time, 23 of those B another in order to inform each other regarding ques-

(This means that both Stalin and Hitler are now bound §

by ties of deep mutual interest and that they will act in )

unison in the international pelitical arena.)

ARTICLE IV
Neither of the high contracting parties will associate

itself with any other grouping of powers which directly

or indirectly is aimed at the other party.

(This means that Russian participation in any bloc of
powers aimed at Mitler is henceforth excluded.)

ARTICLE V

In the event of a conflict between the contracting par- §
ties concerning any question, the two parties will adjust

commission.

this difference or conflict exclusively by friendly ex-
change of opinions or if necessary, by an arbitration E

(This means confirmation of the intimate relations now
obtaining between Stalin and Hitler.)

ARTICLE VI
The present treaty will extend for a period of ten
years with the condition that if neither of the contracting
parties announces its abrogation within one year of ex-

piration of this period, it will continue in force auto-

matically for another period of five years.

(This means that both Stalin and Hitler Jook forward to
a long, happy and mutually profitable relationship.)

ARTICLE VII
The present treaty shall be ratified within the shortest |

possible time. The exchange of ratification documents
shall take place in Berlin. The treaty becomes effective
immediately upon signature.

(This means that ratification is but a formality, ;nd
will be accomplished without delay.)

FOR A ROLLICKING GOOD TIME
Come to the Anti-War Fighters

FALL FROLIC

Dance and Entertainment

Saturclay, Sept. 16 at 9 P . M
Irving P laza Baﬂroom

Fifteenth Street at Irving Place

Swing Band—Professional Entertainment

. Tickets Seventy-Five Cents—On Sale at
Socialist Workers Party, New York District

defendants |

thing
| | clone,”

f | where,

Stalin’s Democratic Front

Stalin T alk

(Continued from Page 1) 6
“It's the Ilowest, meanest
that Stalin has ever
cried an infuriated
worker. The others picked up
the cry. The local Stalinists,
bewildered, confused, incoher-
ently ‘begging for a chance to
“‘explain,” were routed.

Group Discussions

Wednesday afternoon, . as

shops in the Garment District,
denunciation of Stalinist foreign

# | policy echoed up and down 7th
§ | Avenue,
| sathered in knots and groups,

Everywhere workers

the latest editions under their.
arms, arguing animatedly.

“All of Stalin’s rabble-rous-
ing talk against Hitlerism in;
the past was a lousy fake,” de-
clared one worker. ‘He was

) Jjust spitting into the wind.”

On the corner of 39th Street
and Seventh Avenue, large
groups of workers stayed way
past the dinner hour discussing
the pact.

‘“‘Look what it means for the
Polish Jews,” said an irate
worker to a lone Stalinist apol-
ogist. ““Stalin, your Stalin, your
fearless, wonderful Stalin has
handed the Jews of Poland into
Hitler's hands..That’s progres-
sive you want to tell me.
That’'s the peace policy of the
Soviet Union in action you want
o tell me,” he . continued
‘‘Listen you—TI don’t know what
to call you—from now on Stal-
in’s hands are as bloody as
Hitler’'s as far as I'm con-
cerned.”

The Stalinist apologist, sur-
rounded by angry workers, an-
swered meekly, ‘“The Soviet
Union is still the beacon of the
struggle against fascism.”

No Defenders

But those willing to defend
this latest turn in Soviet dip-
lomacy were rarely to be seen
or heard. As this writer sought
painstakingly yesterday for
bona-fide Stalinist comment, he
could find no.one in the Gar-
ment District willing to admit

8| he was a Stalinist.

It was almost in desperation
that we finally hit it up to-
wards the Garment Center
Kremlin at 151 West 33rd St.,
we were informed, a
Stalinist educational forum was
in progress. Once arrived, we
stopped a moment to ponder.
What if someone were to rec-
ognize this Trotskyist stalwart?
Indeed, we might hardly be
surprised if, in keeping with

| this latest turn in Soviet for-

e¢ign policy, someone were to
denounce us as a counter-revo-
lutionary spy in the pay of the
nefarious Democracies. A mo-
ment later, we had entered the
pearly gates.

Explaining the Dialectics

Through the half open door
we could see a Communist
party fraction listening to a
functionary ‘‘explaining”’ the
pact.

‘“We must understand,” said
the plaintive voice, ‘‘that the
Non-Aggression Pact between
Nazi Germany and the Soviet
Union is another expression of
the dialectic process. By that
I mean,” said the plaintive
voice, ‘‘that the coming togeth-
er of Germany and the Soviet
Union signifies, in the language
of dialectics, the unity of op-
posites.”

The plaintive voice concluded.
‘“The Soviet Union hopes by
this pact with Nazi Germany
to accelerate the process of
drawing the democracies into
action for peace.’’

Apprehensive over the reac-
tions created by the signing of
the Stalin-Hitler pact, the Stal-

inists, where they felt they
were ~ sufficiently entrenched,

a Fake,

Cry Aroused W orkers

attempted to hold street corner
meetings. Wednesday night the
Stalinists took to the corner of
Brighton Beach Avenue and 6th
Street in Brooklyn to explain
and defend the pact.

“The pact is a great step
forward to stop fascism dead
in its tracks and help Poland
by forcing Chamberlain and
Daladier to fight against Hit-
ler,”” declared a local Stalinist
clairvoyant,

‘“The Soviet TUnion,” the
speaker continued, ‘“is a para-
dise for Jews and oppressed
peoples of all races and
creeds.”” The speaker grew
elogquent about the ‘struggle”
of the Stalinist party against
the Coughlinites,

‘“Where,” interposed a lone
worker, ‘““where was the Com-
munist party at the time of the
projected parade of the Cough-
linites into Union Square?’’ The
spell had been broken. ‘““Yeah,”
cried the assembled workers,
“‘where was the Communist
Party?”’

' The speaker dodged the mass
question. ‘“Chamberlain is the
enemy of all mankind. Waitch,
keep your eyes on the Munich-
men,”” thé speaker hollered.
Meeting Routed

The lone worker, who already
had behind him the mass sup-
bort of the crowd, called out.
“Don’t talk about Chamberlain.
Everyone expects Chamberlain
to sell out the workers. But
must we also expect the same
thing from Stalin?’’

The crowd took up the cry.
“What about it, what about
it?”’

For the first time in years

the Stalinists suffered rout in

one of their major New York
strongholds. Silent, confused,
the Stalinists packed up and
left the corner. ¥From ten
o’clock onward, workers milled
on the corner, bitterly denounc-
ing the Stalin betrayal.
Uptown, in the Bronx, work-
ers stayed on the streets way
past their retiring time, argu-
ing, discussing, putting every
Stalinist to rout and stampede,
But through all the bitter-
ness, there was much derisive
laughter. The workers laughed
long and heartily when a cowed
Stalinist remarked that ‘After
all, Stalin will use his personal
relations with Hitler to con-
vince the Chancellor that he
shouldn’t persecute the Jews.’”’

Tenth Anniversary of
Russian Bulletin

This Sunday, Aug. 27, the
“Friends of the Russian Bulle-
tin,”” will celebrate the tenth an-
niversary of the publication’s
existence. There will be a boat
ride to Rye Beach, leaving the
Battery at 10:15 a.m. . .. an all
day picnic at Playland, with
varied amusements . . . return
hoat leaves at 8:00 p.m. . . .
dancing and floor show on boat.
Tickets are available at the
National Office, 116 University
Place, for only one dollar. In
case of rain, the outing, will be
held on Sunday, September 10.

INFORMAL HOUSE

Box 245 Kerhonkson, N, Y.

(Near Ellenville)

120 acres of greenland in the
Catskills. 40 acres of pine for
sunbathing ; handball, ping pong,
archery; swimming and horse-
back riding nearby; dancing.
UNUSUALLY LOW RATES
$18 Weekly $6 Weekend
Busses met at station

‘Tel. Kerhonkson 118 R
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A Stop Fascism
In America!

Will Father Coughlin Become
Dictator of the United States?

By JOSEPH HANSEN

(SIXTH INSTALLMENT)

During the World War the French had used Negro
troops from their colonies to fight where the carnage was
the bloodiest at the front. The United States, too, sent
over large numbers of colored troops. All these Negroes
fought with unparalleled bravery and thus won the especial
hate of the German patriots. Men like Hitler feared the
Negroes and considered them on the same level as apes.

Hitler played on this hate. He wove [antastic stories
about the Negroes that would have shocked even a South-
ern Bourbon lynch-lover.

Who was responsible for bringing the Negroes to the
Rhine? The Jews, stormed Hitler. It was the Jews in
the first place who instigated educition for the Negroes,
“born half-ape.” This act of the Jews was “nothing less
than a sin against the will of the eternal Creator.” (Mein
Kampf, p. 640.)

‘“‘African negroes rape our women and children. . ."”
(Mein Xampf, p. 532.)

“The black disgrace works havoc on the Rhine. Women,
girls and children pay for the bestial negroes’ lust with
their death. An uninterrupted stream of poison and dis-
ease flows into the blood of our people.” (Mein Kampf,
p. 540.)

‘It was and is the Jews who bring the negro to the Rhine,
always with the same concealed thought and the clear
goal of destreying, by the bastardization which would
necessarily set in, the white race which they hate.” (Mein
Kampf, p. 449.)

Through a lurid campaign”such as this against the Ne-
groes who had fought on the side of the Allies in the World
War Hitler brought his audiences to the seething point,
then he directed this rage against the Jews who lived ‘in
Germany.

““This infection of our blood, which hundreds of thousands
of our people overlook as though blind, is moreover pro-
moted systematically by the Jews today. Systematically
these black parasites of the nations ravish our innocent
young blonde girls and thus destroy something that can
never again be replaced in this werld.”” (Mein Kampt,
p. 826.)

‘‘The personification of the Devil, as the symbeol of ali

evil, assumes’the living appearance of the Jew.” (Mein
Kampf, p. 447.)

“‘Therefore I believe today that I am acting in the sense
of the Almighty Creator: BY WARDING OFF THE
JEWS I AM FIGHTING FOR THE LORD’S WORK.”
(Mein Kampf, p. 84.)

Der Fuehrer went to enormous lengths to describe how
the “international bankers,” and “loan capital,” these and
the “Bolsheviks” and the capitalists were all one and the
same: THE JEWS,

But not even this propaganda painted with hell flames
was enough. Something else was needed. Action.

Der Fuehrer provided that too.

Hitler’s Brown Shirts Go Into Action

Beginning very cautiously, by merely spreading Hitler’s
literature far and wide, the Brown Shirts soon initiated
bolder actions. '

They beat up workers.

No one stopped them. .

They broke into the headquarters of trade unions and
wrecked them, throwing typewriters out of the windows,
breaking the furniture to kindling wood.

No one stopped them. -

They tortured workers—not in the “refined” Italian
way with castor oil, but by stripping their victim, man or
woman, naked, strapping him down to a table, and then
beating him unconscious with fubber hoses. >

No one stopped them. .

In fact the police helped the Brown Shirts. If a worker
attempted to defend himself from the Brown Shirts, then
the police arrested him.

When the Brown Shirts became strong enough to flaunt
arms, the police furnished large quantities. _

The Brown Shirts began killing workers in the streets.

All over Germany, workers suffered from these mur-
derous attacks of the Brown Shirts.

Still no dne stopped them.

Der Fuehrer stepped up the brutality of his campaign.
From the Rhine to the Baltic, he organized small militant
groups of Brown Shirts to break up gatherings of workers.

Hitler describes one of the encounters between his men
and the workers in the following words:

“My men rushed into the attack like wolves. They hurled
themselves on their adversaries in packs of eight or ten
and began to drive them out of the hall by showering
them with blows. The hubbub lasted twenty minutes. By
this time, our adversaries, of whom there were perhaps
seven or eight hundred, had most of them been thrown
-out of the hall and driven down the stairs by my men, of
whom there were less than fifty, . . That evening we real-
ly learned many things.”” (Quoted in Fascism and Big
Busingss, p. 101-2. See also Mein Kampf, p. 748.)

After that evening, Der Fuehrer called his men Storm
Troopers.

(Continued in next issue)
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I would like to get better acquainted with your paper,
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By Dwight Macdonald

SPARKS IN THE NEWS

“Business Is Business”

The great nations are today helping one an-
other to be ready to fight, quite possibly with
each other, as never before, From their prin-
cipal ports hundreds of ships are streaming
over the seas with the finished products and
the materials which war must have. ‘“Business
is business,”’ and in no business today is there
more intense competition than there is in this
great business. All perfectly legal, of course;
yet, for example, it cannot be exactly pleas-
ant, just now, for an Englishman to learn that
Britain is sending 300,000 tons of coal to Ger-
many every month; that Italy has just ar-
ranged for 1,000,000 tons of that necessity,
from British mines; that during 1938 Germany
received from Britain, France _ and Belgium
ten million metric tons of imports largely of a
characier of potential assistance to her in
preparation for war; thal during 1938 Ger-
many’s imports of pig iron and scrap were
nearly five times greater than they were two
years before; that Britain, France and Belgi-
um sent to Germany 45 per cent of that na-
tion’s recently imported supplies of iron ore
and ore containing manganese. And the great
supplies of oil that Britain has sent to Ger-
many are, of course, a matter of common
knowledge. '

Britain’s aircraft- factories are producing
large quantities of planes for export as well as
those for her own defense. The United States’
exports to Japan have been, and are being, of
enormous assistance to that country. The
Netherlands East Indies are practically de-
fenseless, and the jittery mood of those im-
portant islands is evidenced by the wiring of
oil wells for destruction. Yet the Netherlands
were one of the three countries which supplied
Japan with 75 per cent of her war necessities

last year. Russia, of course, has sent vast sup-
plies to China, but Germany'’s deep affection
for Japan has not interfered with her also en-
tering the rich Chinese market. Indeed, Tokyo
believes that Germany has aided China in this
respect more than has any other nation. In the
World War thousands of German soldiers per-
ished before Verdun on barhed wire ‘‘made in
Germany’’ which France received, through
Switzerland, shortly before the war began, and
many a British soldier met his death through
an agency that was the product of his home-
land. So it would be again.

Krupps still find business satisfaction in the
fact that at Jutiand both the British and Ger-
man fleets carried their products. Before Hit-
ler, Krupps employed 46,000; today, 105,000.
Business is excellent. A recent annual report
of Krupps ended thus:

In conclusion, the committee desires to re-
port that it has taken full cognizance of re-
ports that a conference designed to bring to
pass a reduction of armaments is to be held,
and that it has definitely established that
these reports are baseless. The industry
may, therefore, be assured that the coming
vear will be a period of undisturbed activity
and steadily increasing prosperity.

Makers of armaments in other lands also
see few evidences of any depression.

* #* *

NOTE: What you have just read is the full
text, reprinted without addition or alteration,
of an editorial which appeared in the N. Y.
Times for August 21, 1939. Just what was in
back of the mind of the editors of the Times
in printing such an editorial, I don’t know. But
anyway, they have my thanks for doing a job
I couldn’t have done (much) better myself.
—D. M.

‘Warning of Stalin’s Perfidy,
The Appeal Forecast the Pact

We continue in this issue excerpts from the
numerous issues in which we predicted the
Hitler-Stalin pact and explained its meaning.
Our last issue carried excerpts from October
" 8, 1938 until December 31, 1938.

* * *

SOCIALIST APPEAL, MARCH 17, 1939:

Stalin offers olive branch to Hitler in apolo-
gizing for the ‘fascist war-mongers”’ (article
by Max Shachtman on the 18th Congress of
-the Communist Party of the Soviet Union).

The democratic front on which all Stalinist
foreign policy hinged—the ‘‘united front of
the democracies against the fascist aggressors
and war-mongers’—Stalin has dropped over-
board without a splash. In its place is some-
thing so ““new” that it must have had a stun-
ning effect upon the Stalinist parrots all over
the world.

Stalin holds out the olive branch to the fas-
cist powers, to Germany primarily. The thun-
derous denunciation of fascism which, up to
now, have filled the pages of the Stalinist
press, give way in Stalin’s report to an ex-
tremely soft and restrained comment on the
activities of the Axis powers. But his change
in front is far more drastic than that. In ac-
tuality he offers an apology for them and their
_activities. . . .

Which, boiled down to essentials, means that
Stalin has turned over the initiative for the
next step in world politics—to Hitler!

* * * *

SOCIALIST APPEAL, MARCH 21, 1939—edi-
torial:

On Friday, March 10, Stalin addressed the
opening session .of the 18th Congress of the
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. Stripped
of its heavy overload of incredibly dull ver-
biage, of its bluff and bombast, the central
point of the speech boiled down to a whining,
cringing bid for a deal with Hitler.

. Hitler did not answer by another speech.

He answered in blunter fashion, by moving

his troops and tanks and airplanes into what’
was left of Czechoslovakia. He answered by
advancmg his front line within less than two
hundred miles of the border of the Ukraine. . .

And how does Stalin propose to meet that
danger? As Utopian as he is contémptible,
Stalin proposes to meet it by begging for a
deal. Ironically enough, he tries to adopt the
‘policy of appeasement’ which he himself de-
clares has been Hitler’s chief support.

And once again, for the thousandth tlme,
. history is making clear: The Soviet Union
~ cannot, and will not be defended by the de-
generate and counter-revolutionary Stalin and
his gang.

The Soviet Union can be defended not by
“appeasing’’ any imperialism, democratic or
fascist, but by overthrowing every imperial-
ism, democratic and fascist.

To struggle against every imperialism,
above all their own imperialist states, this is
the task of the worker# of the world. And to
carry through this fask they must cast from
their backs the hangman of the Kremlin who
last Priday drove one more nail deep into the
coffin which he has designed for the October
Revolution.

* * *
SOCIALIST APPEAL, MARCH 28, 1939:

The nature of an agreement, its aims and
its limits, depend directly upon those who
conclude such an agreement. Lenin’s govern-
ment might have been compelled in Brest-
Litovsk to conclude a temporary agreement
‘with Hohenzollern in order to save the revolu-
tion. Stalin’s government is capable of enter-
ing into agréements only in the interests of
the ruling Kremlin clique and only to the det-
riment of the interests of the international
working class.

The agreements between the Kremlin and
the ‘““democracies” meant for the respective
sections of the Communist International the re-
nunciation of the class struggle, the strangula-
tion of revolutionary organization, the support
of social patriotism ‘and, in consequence, the*

S

destruction of the Spanish revolution and sa-

hotage of the class struggle of the French
proletariat. . . .

The fundamental trait of Stalin’s interna-
tional policy in recent years has been this:
that he trades in the working class movement
just as he trades in oil, manganese and other
goods. In this statement there is not an iofa
of exaggeration. Stalin looks upon the sections
of the Comintern in various countries and upon
the liberating struggle of the oppressed na-
tions as so much small change in deals with
imperialist powers.

When he requires the aid of France, he sub-
jects the French proletariat to the Radical
bourgeoisie. When he has to support Chins
against Japan, he subjects the Chinese prole-
tariat to the Kuomintang. What would he do
in the event of an agreement with Hitler?
Hitler, to be sure, does not particularly require
Stalin’s .assistance to sfrangle the German
Communist party. The insignificant state in
which the latter finds itself has moreover been
assured by its entire preceding policy. -But it
is very likely that Stalin would agree to cut
off all subsidies for all illegal work in Germany.
This is one of the most minor concessions that
he would have to make and he would be quite
willing to make it. '

. . . We can state one thing with certainty.
The agreement between Stalin and Hitler
would essentially alter nothing in the counter-
revolutionary function of the Kremlin oligar-
chy. It would only serve to lay bare this func-
tion, make it stand out more glaringly and
hasten the _collapse of illusions and falsifica-
tions. Our political task does not consist in
‘‘saving”’ Stalin from the embraces of Hitler,
but in overthrowing both of them. (I.T.)

* * »
LEON TROTSKY, IN SOCIALIST APPEAL,
APRIL 7, 1939:;

In his speech to the Congress (of the C.P.
S.U.) Stalin openly shattered the idea of the
“‘alliance of the democracies to resist the Fas-
cist aggressors.”” The instigators of an inter-
national war are now neither Mussolini nor
Hitler but the two principal democracies of
Europe, Great Britain and France who, ac-

cording to the speaker (Stalin), want to draw]

Germany and .the U.S.S.R. into conflict under
the guise of a German attack on the Ukraine.
Fascism? That has nothing to do with. it.
There can be no question, according to Stal-
in’s words, of an attack by Hitler on the
Ukraine and there is not the slightest basis of
a military conflict with Hitler.

The abandonment of the policy of ‘“‘alliance
of the democracies’” is supplemented at once
with a humiliating cringing before Hitler and
a hurried polishing of his boots. Such is Stalin!

In" Czecho-Slovakia the capitulation of the
‘‘democracies” before fascism found expres-
sion in a change of government. In the U.S.
S.R., thanks to the totalitarian regime, Stalin
is his own Benes and his own General Syrovy.
He replaces the ‘“principles’ of his policy pre-
cisely in order not to find himself replaced.
The Bonapartist clique wants to live and
govern. Everything else is for it a question
of ‘“technique.”

. . . What is the lesson? During the last
three years Stalin called all the companions
of Lenin agents of Hitler., He exterminated
the flower of the General Staff. He shot, dis-
charged and deported about 30,000 officers—
all under the same charge of being agents of
Hitler or his allies. After having dismembered
the party and decapitated the army, now
Stalin is openly posing his own candidacy for
the role of—principal agent of Hitler. Let the
hacks of the Comintern lie and get out of this
how they can. The facts are so clear, so con-
vincing that no one will succeed any longer in
deceiving the. public opinion of the internation-
al working class with charlatan phrases. Be-
fore Stalin falls, the Comintern will be in
pleces. It will not be necessary to wait for
years before these thmgs come to pass.

Stalin has organized nothing

building
country’’,

Stalin’s Capitulation to Hitler
Increases War Danger; Threatens
Existence of Soviet Workers

(Continued from Page.l)
Stalin’s defection as a “new”‘
argument to justify the coming
war. The New York Times and
the yellow-‘‘socialist’”” organs,
the Jewish Forward and the
New Leader now sing in chorus
that, as a result of the signing
of the pact, the lines have be-
come clear: the ““‘democracies”
arc now faced by a front of ‘‘to-
talitarians.’”” The United States,
they say, can now with an easy
conscience join forces with
England and France for ‘‘col-
lective security.”

Fake Line-Up

No doubt many of those nur-
tured until today in the Stalin-
ist “collective security’’ line
will join the ‘‘democrats’’
against the ¢totalifarians.””

But this ‘‘ideological’’ line-up
is as fake as the previous one
of ‘‘democrats’ against ‘‘fas-
cists.”

Already the ‘‘democratic”
veneer of Great Britain and
France is wearing thin. Cham-
berlain and Daladier rule by
dictatorial decree. Roosevelt is
rushing in the same direction.

Organizer of Defeats

Throughout his terrible reign,

but defeats. In the name of
‘“‘socialism in one

Stalin turned his
back on the world revolution.
But only world revolution could
save the Soviet Union. Interest-
ed only in defending the bur-
eaucratic oligarchy which
raised itself on the backs of the
Soviet workers, Stalin has
brought the Soviet Union to the
brink of disaster.

But not only the fate of Stal-
in’s clique is at stake. The last
conquests of the October Revo-
lution, the lives of the Soviet
workers and peasants, are in-
volved.

regime—that is the first step in
a realistic defense of the Soviet
Union.

The wiping out of Stalinism

Browder Won't Talk;
Not Even When Radio
Time Is Offered Him

Earl Browder, big, strong,
and very much silent man in
these days of Moscow Mad-
ness, generated another
thunderclap of ‘‘me-no-talk’’
for his dismayed and silence-
deafened disciples. It was
learned by the Socialist Ap-
peal from excellent authority
within the Communist Party
that the Farl of 13th Street
rejected an offer of free
time over & local radio sta-
&tion to debate the Soviet
vact. It seems that Eugene
Lyons, his adversary to-be,
was unacceptable because he
was tainted with Trotskyism.
‘Eugene Lyons, for anybody
who cares to discover it, is a
well-known member of the
American Labor Party and
was directing manager of
that Party’s campaign for
re-election of Lehman in
1938.

The overthrow of the Stalin|  °

everywhere — that is a vital
step in organizing the masses
for the struggle against the im-
perialist war.

With the thoroughly degener-
ate Communist Party smashed,
the yellow reformists of the So-
cial-Democratic Federation and
ihe other lackeys of the ‘“‘dem-
ocratic’” imperialists can be
brushed aside—and we can en-
gage the main enemy, the cap-
italist class!

Only revolutionary class
struggle can be effective
agginst the impending war.

Against the enemy here at
home, against Roosevelt and
the rest of the war-mongers, we

raise higher than ever the slo-
gan:

Down w1th imperialist war!

Take away the war-making
power from the President and
Cougress! Let the people de-
cide!

Against international capital-
ism and its war, and against its
Stalinist and social-democratic
tools, we raise our banners:

LONG LIVE THE WORLD
RKEVOLUTION OF THE
WORKING CLASS! LONG
LIVE SOCIALISM!

LONG LIVE THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL, WORLD
PARTY OF PROLETARIAN
ESVOLUTION!

Liberal Weeklies,
Break with Stalinists over Pac!

@

The Nation and the New Re-
public, the two liberal weeklies
which have been most closely
allied with the Stalinist party,
broke with it this week on the
Hitler-Stalin pact.

Ardent defenders of the Mos-
cow Trials, apologists for any
number of Stalinist crimes—
they refused to publish any crit-
icism of the Stalinist murders
ot revolutionists in Spain—The
Nation and the New Republic
now carry Dbitter editorials
agzinst the pact.

Stalin ‘“Abandoned Poland’’

“Stalin’s Munich” is the title
of the New Republic editorial
in its August 30 issue. ‘‘The So-
viet Union . . . has abandoned
Poland to Hitler;”” it declares.

“The moral prestige of the
Soviet government will be in-
jured both at home and abroad.
. For years the Communist
movement has been preaching
ccllective security. . . . But now
it lles slain at the hands of its
chief supporter. . . . Some ra-
tionalization will be discovered
and some new line will be
promulgated, no doubt. But
Russian opinion, and opinion
throughout the Communist In-
ternational, will be confused
and disheartened. The anti-
Stalin opposition will be jubi-
lant and will redouble its ef-
forts. More treason in the So-
viet Union and more suppres-
sion of treason or so-called
treason is likely. Non-Commu-
nists throughout the world who
had been sympathetic with the
Soviet regime and friendly to-
ward its recent line, but al-
ready chilled by the political
trials, will be further puzzled
and alienated.”

The August 26 issue of The
Nation says editorially:

Given Hitler Victory

“Red Star and Swastika,
once mutually exclusive sym-
kols, have come together, and
the diplomatic map of Kurope
has been redrawn overnight.
Russia has not joined the Anti-
Comintern Pact, but by con-
senting at this precise moment
to adopt the role of a disinter-
ested neutral it has given Hitler
a colossal diplomatic victory
und laid foundations for an-
other Munich.

"Whom Can The
People Trust?

(Continued from Page 1)

indifference to the people’s needs and well-being, in their

instant readiness to sacrifice
blood of the people to power

the health and security and
and privilege.

With the same gesture with which they betray millions

by diplomacy, they—and the

present rulers of the United

States in their front rank—are prepared to butcher tens of

plunge.

millions on the battlefields of the war toward which they

Whom can the people trust?

The people can trust only themselves, only their own

strength, only their own courage.

We must take the decisions
ent rulers.

out of the hands of the pres-

We cannot permit the power to make war to remain in

the hands of the President and Congress, who will use that

We must rally our forces

power only against the people.

to wrest from Congress the

power of entering war and, through the requirement of a

direct referendum on the issue of entering war, place that
power in the hands of the people.

Let the people deside!

We must cast from our backs the false friends, the be-
trayers, the traitors, who will lead only from defeat to

disaster.
We must carry through the

fight against the war and for

freedom, in our own way, with our own means, by our

own unconquerable mxght -

- ~
”

Disillusioned,

‘. . . What of the immediate
cffects in Burope of this reori-
entation of Moscow? Obviously
the danger to Poland is inten-
cified. Berlin is now forecast-
ing action within the present
waek and is boasting that ad-
vance knowledge of this coup
had enabled it to tighten the
screws.”’

These liberals have broken
with the Stalinists on the pact,
and that is significant as dem-
onstrating that, despite all
Browder’s explanations, the
Pact means the abandonment
of the ‘‘collective security’’
line. But in breaking, these lib-
erals have not moved an inch
nearer a real anti-war position.
The Nation remains grooved in
the “war for democracy’’ line,
while the New Republic makes
a. half-turn toward isolationism.
Toward the real struggle
against war, the struggle
against the capitalism which
breeds war, the struggle to or-
ganize the international work-
ing class against all the war-
makers, these liberals remain
as hostile as ever.

PACT T00 MUCH
FOR H. BROUN

Heywood Broun, darling of
the Stalinists and rabid defen-
der of all Stalinist policies in-
cluding the Moscow trials—has
broken with the Stalinists on
the Hitler-Stalin pact!

“I do not sée how anybody
can get away from the imme-
diate fact that the Soviet has
here and now contributed to the
might and menace of Hitler,”
wrote Broun in his August 23
column in the New York
World-Telegram.

“Its net result constitutes a
threat to all the democracies
of the world, including the
United States. It has always
seemed to me that the failure
of the German Communists to
co-operate with the republic
made the rise of Hitler pos-
cible. I believe that no leader
of the party ever made any
public admission of that fact,
but, by implication, some
seémed to say as much.

Free Hand for Hitler

“The whole theory of the
popular front appeared to be
based on the belief that Fas-
cism was a thing so deadly
that radicals must make com-
mon cause against it with lib-
erals and progressives. Fas-
cism is still deadly, but the
popular front now becomes ex-
tremely difficult, if not impos-
sible. . . .

“The pact between Russia
and the Reich opens up new ter-
ritory in which Hitler will now
have a free hand to sell his
wares, both material and spir-
itual. The tide of Fascism has
been stepped up. Some have
said that England and France
are well equipped to keep a
corner of Europe safe from the
Nazi peril. It would seem to
me as if they now are in deadly
peril, The whole of western
Europe may now be ground be-
neath the Nazis within our own
time.,”’

In his indignation, Broun tar-
dily reveals his conviction that
the Stalinists in Germany made
the rise of Hitler possible. He,
of course, believes that the
German republic could have
been saved by a popular front
there<—and he ignores the fact
that a popular front did exist,
of the Social-Democrats and
the bourgeois democrats which,
like all popular fronts, proved
impotent, as in France and
Spain. The real crime of the
German Stalinigt party was its
failure to make a proletarian
united front, build Workers De-

‘ifense Guards to stop the fas-

“LABOR WITH A WHITE SKIN CAN-
NOT EMANCIPATE ITSELF WHERE
LABOR WITH A BLACK SKIN 1S

NEGRO QUESTION

By J. R. JOHNSON
The Race Riots in Chicbgo

Twenty years ago this summer, there took place the notori-
ous Chicago race riots. They are a good example of how neces-
sary it is to turn our backs on whatever the American bour-
geoisie says about the Negroes.

What precisely happened in Chicago twenty years ago? Thou-
sands of Negroes will unsuspectingly give you the account given
by Congressman Ellender in the debate on the Anti-Liynching
Bill, Feb, 15, 1938, Many revolutionists, including J. R. Johnson,
for years accepted it in outline, and it is probable that many still
do, thereby subjecting themselves to the American bourgeoisie.

Bourgeois History

Mr. Ellender quotes extensively from the World's Work for
December 1922, whose version runs as follows:

The great exodus of Negroes from the South created prob-
lems of adjustment between whites and blacks and of course
the Negroes were the ones who caused the trouble. They were
“illiterate’’, their manners were ‘‘uncouth’, their clothes ‘‘out-
landish and bad-smelling’’. When they found themselves sitting
side by side with white people in trolley cars, the Negroes did
not know how to behave. They ‘‘sprawled in their seats.’” They
insisted on sitting when white women were standing. They went
to live in quarters which white immigrants had for years re-
garded as their own; their children began to mingle in large -
number with the white children in the schools. But what ‘“‘caused
the greatest ill-feeling’” was the increasing presence of Negro
men and women in the public recreation. centers. These impu-
dent Negroes sat in considerable numbers on the park benches,
played baseball and basketball on the public fields, they ap-
peared in the municipal dance halls, they shared public bathing
beaches with the whites, and, the final crime, ‘‘the mere fact
that they attended band concerts in large numbers added to the
ill-feeling.”’

Thus was the atmosphere created in.which any small inci-
dent could and did precipitate a fearful race-riot.

Now the natural reaction of a Negro, or a whifte person who
resents white arrogance to Negroes, is to say as follows: If
Negroes went to the parks, played baseball and listened to con-
certs, they were perfectly justified in doing so, and if race-riots
took place, it was not the Negroes® fault. A liberal would deplore
the sad fact and rush to set up an “inter-racial’’ commission.
A revolutionary who was not on his gueard would say that here
was another example of white workers beig dominated by the.
reactionary ideas of the bourgeoisie. As a matter of fact, such
g revolutionary would be himself dominated by bourgeois ideas
on the Negro qguestion. Far from being a demonstration of the
difficulties of adjustment between white residents and black
immigrants, the Chicago race riots are one of the greatest ex-
amples of racial solidarity in the whole history of the American
working-class.

The Bosses Seek to Split the Workers

In 1919 there were some 12,000 Negroes working in the stock
yvards of Chicago. The Stockyards Labor Council, founded in
July 1917 had been struggling to organize the industry. The cap-
italist bosses countered by introducing an increasing number of
plants.- They hoped to influence the Negroes against the unions,
and by playing white against black to defeat unionization. The
Stockyards Labor Council repudiated the color-line and made &
drive to organize the Negroes, for without them, the whites
could not win. There were inter-racial socials, a Negro was
elected Vice-president of the Council. In June 1919, the Council
began to organize street-corner medtings of whites and Negroes.
This was death for the meat-packing bosses and they used
mounted police to break these meetings up. Against this, the
Stockyards L.abor Council called a protest strike and won, and
to celebrate, they called a great parade of white and Negro
workers in the Negro neighborhood for July 6. -

In come the capitalist police and with brazen impudence pro-
claim that this parade is going to cause racial conflict! They
therefore forbid it. The Council, instead of defying the order,
made Negroes and whites parade separately, but the two groups
met on the Beutner playground at La Salle and 33rd Street and
there was a grand demonstration of nearly 30,000 Negroes and
whites (despite the fact that many of these Negroes had gone fo
the band concerts). The working class front of blacks and whites
held firm and the capitalists had to break it. So on July 27 they
sent whites with faces blackened to look like Negroes who
burned a block of houses where white stockyard workers lived.
The police followed up this outrage by sending a large force of
militia, police, etc., into the stockyards ‘‘to prevent racial
strife’’, and agents-provocateurs were let loose among the white
workers to incite them to violence.

Black and White Workers Remain United

The Council called a mass meeting of 30,000 white workers
which unanimously voted solidarity with the Negroes and de-
manded that the police withdraw all its armed men from the -
stockyards. The 4,000 Negroes endorsed the vote. '

During this period, the riots did take place. Police and their
allies, let loose in the Negro district, led the rioting. In their
efforts to keep ‘‘order”, they Kkilled not one white man, but half -
the Negroes killed met their death at the hands of the police.

But despite this desperate provocation, the 35,000 whites and
Negroes in the union remained solid and would not go back to
work until the police and militia were removed from the yards.
White and black union men worked together to help the wounded.
The whites gave financial aid to the Negroes who came to the
headquarters for assistance instead of going to the bosses’ bread-
lines. Among 35,000 workers there was only one single case of
violence.

The workers black and white had caused the police to be
withdrawn from the yards. On the day that they went back there
wasn’t a single indication . . . of any racial feeling. In one plant,
Negroes and Slavs “met as old friends’’. Many of them “put
their arms around one another’s necks.” A Negro and a Pole
got on a truck and rode all around the plant to show the other
workers that a good spirit still existed. Says the official report:
‘“There was nothing in the contact of the Negro and the Pole or
the Slav that would indicate that there had ever been a race riot
in Chicago, and there was nothing from the beginning of the race
riot to the end that would indicate there was any feeling started
in the stockyards or in this industry that led to the race riots.”

That was twenty years ago. The full story was told in the
Stalinist press ten years after, and some of it is in official re-
ports. But the bourgeois press and bourgeois publicists still cir-
culate their lies about the Chicago race riots, and with their bab-
ble about maladjustment, they cleverly obscure one of the most
significant events in American working class history. These lies
penetrate even into the revolutionary movement, and will con-
tinue to penetrate unless the revolutionary movement does not
merely content itself with saying ‘“No’’ to the capitalist ‘“Yes”,
but turns its back completely on whatever the capitalists say
about the Negroes.

cists—a crime which the Stal-
inist parties have repeated ev-
erywhere. . .

Broun remains. a popular
fronter, with whom we have
nothing in common. In his
break with the Stalinists, he
proposes merely to continue on
yesterday’s Stalinist policy. The
struggle for the overthrow of
all forms of capitalism, the
militant struggle against fas-
cism at home—this, roatd Broun
remains ‘as. blind to to as when|
he Was a. Stalinist e ;
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FIGHT WITH THE SOCIALIST
‘'WORKERS PARTY FOR:

1. A job and a decent living for every worker.

2. Open the idie factories—operate them under
workers’ control.

3. A Twenty-Billion dollar Federal public works
and housing program.

4. Thirty-thirty! $30-weekly minimum wagé—
30-hour weekly maximum for all workers on

all jobs. _
5. Thirty dollar weekly old-age and disability
. pension.
Expropriate the Sixty Families.
All war funds to the unemployed.
A people’s referendum on any and all wars.

® & M@

No secret diplomacy. .

10. An independent Labor Party.

11. Workers’ Defense Guards against vigilante
and Fascist attacks.

12. Full social, political and economic equality

‘for the Negro people.

" Browder “Explains”’

A lengthy editorial in the August 23 Daily
Worker and a press interview with Earl Brow-

_der in the following issue constitute, for the mo-

ment, the official Stalinist explanation of the
Hitler-Stalin pact.
Two main points strike the reader as soon as

" he reads the apologies and then compares them

to the pact.

The Stalinist editorial, in justifying the pact
as leaving the Stalin regime free to go on to
make an alliance with the “democracies”, rested
its case entirely on the assumption that the Hit-
ler-Stalin pact would contain an “escape”’
clause. The editorial said:

“And here it must be stressed that in each
"and every nom-aggression pact which the Soviet
Union concludes there is a basic clause of Soviet
peace policy which provides that in the event one
of the parties to the pact invades or commits an
act of aggression against a third nation, that the
other party (the Soviet Union) is not bound to

_the treaty, is free to act in defense of ‘peace.”

In his press interview, Browder also dwelt on
the same point.
~ Two hours after that interview, the text of
‘the pact came over the wires—without the “es-
cape’’ clause.

Instead, in three different ways the pact
pledges Stalin to remain in alliance with Hitler
hno matter what happens. The first Article
pledges him “to refrain from every act of force_”
against “Hitler, the second pledges that he, if
Hitler is engaged in war, “will in no way sup-
port this third power”, the fourth pledges that he
will not associate himself “with any other group-
ing of powers which directly or indirectly is
aimed at the other party.”

- The “escape” clause was the prinary justifica-
tion made for the pact. That alibi has now blown
up in Browder’s face.

The other striking fact is the frenzied effort,
in both the editorial and in Browder’s state-
ments, to define the pact as somehow not an al-
liance. That alibi, too, is blown up by the actual
text of the pact, which constitutes as tightly-knit
an alliance as the Soviet Union has ever engaged
in.

Why this anxiety not to describe it as an glli-
ance? Lenin used to say that the Soviet Union,
if necessary, would make an alliance with the
devil and his grandmother — if it served the
world revolution. For example, in Lenin’s time,
the Soviet government made an alliance with
Turkey, while the Turkish government was
hounding Communists. Why can’t Stalin, there-
fore, appeal to the example of Lenin?

He can’t, and the Stalinists shy as far away
as they can from such analogies, because the en-
tire political conception and method employed
by Lenin is completely foreign to Stalin. While
Lenin’s government made an alliance with Kem-
al Pasha, the Communist Party of Turkey was
engaged in attempting to overthrow Kemal
Pasha; likewise with the Rapallo treaty of 1922
with the German Republic, etc., etc.

But under Stalin? Not the least of the bene-
fits derived by an ally of Stalin’s is the subor-
dination of the Communist Party of the allied
country to its existing government. Laval and
Daladier received the loyalty of the French Com-
munist Party, etc. Even the hope of an alliance
is enough to provide Roosevelt with the loyalty
of the American Communist Party. This process
has been a cumulative one. As late asthe Seventh
Congress, Dimitroff swore that the French Com-

munist Party would continue to vote against war
credits, despite the Franco-Soviet treaty. . . And
even after Munich, the French Stalinist party
has voted war credits despite the withering of
that treaty.

And so, Hitler, in the alliance, receives more
than Stalin’s aid. . . And since the members of
the Communist party have been trained until
yesterday morning in one school, the transition
is provided by Browder—not by repudiating the
Stalinist concept of an alliance, but by denying
that the alliance is an alliance!

But Hitler will get every ounce he bargained
for, that is certain.

The Raw Deal

In their vicious attack upon’ the unemployed
of Minneapolis and the nation, the federal au-

thorities are piling outrage upon outrage. Not
content with slashing the wages and jobs of the
unemployed, the WPA urged the Minneapolis
police on to a murderous attack upon a peaceful
picket line. FBI men disguised as WPA workers
mingled with the pickets the night of bloody Fri-
day, playing the role of agents-provocateur.

Attorney General Frank Murphy, President
Roosevelt and Governor Stassen vie with one
another in attacking the WPA strike and the
strikers.

Now the federal grand jury sitting in St. Paul
has interrupted its hearings long enough to hand
down indictments against 103 jobless citizens,
charging them with a felony which carries a pen-
alty of two years’ imprisonment.

The boss press joins with U. S. deputy mar-
shals in carrying out sensational raids on work-
ers’ homes, and picturing the victims as danger-
ous criminals.

Federal Judge Bell joins the anti-labor pack
by setting bail for the arrested strikers at $5,000
and $10,000 each. -

The ridiculousness of the whole situation is
only equalled by the serious implications which
the repression of the WPA strikers has for the
future of organized labor in the United States.

Imagine the marshals surrounding the humble
home of a WPA worker at 5 o’clock in the
morning, breaking «in, handcuffing a $60.50-a-
month unemployed worker and dragging him off
to jail, in the light of flashlight bulbs in the cam-
eras of the boss press photographers. Imagine
setting bail at $10,000 — for honest workers
whom even the boss courts haven’t yet proved
guilty of a single crime, for workers, heads of
families, who have lived here all their lives..

For, understand this well, these workers are
guilty of nothing save their devotion to trade
union principles. It is one thing for U. S. Attor-
ney Victor Anderson to wangle an indictment
against them from a handpicked federal grand
jury, operating on star chamber principles, on
the testimony of assorted stool pigeons, G-men
and crackpots with petty grievances. It is quite
another thing to make the charges stick before
an open jury trial, where the defendants and
their witnesses can appear to defend themselves.

And $10,000 bail—for $60.50-a-month heads
of families! Why, Judge Manton, a real honest-
to-God crook who was convicted of receiving
over a million dollars in bribes while sitting on
the federal bench, only had $10,000 bail placed
against him. But then Manton was a big-time
boss crook, and the WPA strikers are only poor
workers who never exploited anyone in their en-
tire lives.

And the vindictive attitude of the federal au-
thorities! Last week Henry Ford told the Na-
tional Labor Relations Board to go to hell, and
the government never raised a hand against him.
But Henry Ford is a very rich man and the
WPA strikers are poor workers. Above all, these
strikers are union men and women.

But make no mistake—these anti-labor clowns
who are joining the outrageous attack against
the Minneapolis unemployed and trying to paint
honest workers as the blackest criminals, sym-
bolize the growing reaction in America. The fed-
eral prosecution of the Minneapolis WPA strik-
ers is a sharp warning to the labor movement of
the nation that the national administration is
deadly serious about its preparations for war and
its campaign to hogtie organized labor.

We call upon the labor movement of this
country to join in the most vigorous protest
against the high-handed behavior of the federal
authorities in the Minneapolis situation. Every
trade union should adopt a resolution protesting
the attack on the Minneapolis labor movement,
and send copies of the resolution to Franklin D.
Roosevelt, to Attorney General Frank Mur-p\hy,
to U. S. Attorney Victor Anderson and to Fed-
eral Judge Bell,

The cause of the indicted WPA strikers is the
cause of all labor. Our first duty to these union
men and women is to free them from jail by rais-
ing a bail bond. This requires money. We appeal
to every union to give generously and quickly to
this worthy cause. Send all checks to Roy Weir,
organizer of the Minneapolis Central Labor
Union, 18 North 8th Street, Minneapolis.

Answer the raw deal of the federal author-
ities! Help free the defendants!-—(From the
Northwest Organizer, August 24, 1939.)

: Change Your Partners!

'THEY DENIED THE PACT

Confronted with the accom-
plished fact, American Stalinist
officials pretend to. consider.the
Hitler-Stalin pact as the most
natural thing in the world.

Until yesterday, however, on
occasions when somehody or
other speculated on the possi-
bility of a rapprochement be-
tween Hitler and Stalin, these
same Stalinist efficials wvehe-
mently denounced such specu-
lation as the dirtiest kind of
slander! '

Earl Browder, head of the
Communist Party, wrote in his
book, ‘‘Fighting for Peace,”
which was issued last month:

‘““The reactionaries openly
speculate that the Soviet Un-
ion may try to beat Chamber-
lain at his own game by Join-
ing hands with Hitler. But
even those who hate the land
of Socialism cannot believe
it, when they see the Soviet

Union alone rounds up the
traitorous agents of Hitler
within its own lands (i.e., the
defendants in the Moscow
trials), and put them beyond
all possibility of doing any
more of their wrecking, spy-
ing and diversions for Fas-
cism.”

Pondering this unconditional
assurance that Stalin' would
never make a pact with Hitler,
the rank and file memibers of
the Communist Party will be-
gin to realize that Stalin framed
up and murdered the defend-
ants in the Moscow trials—the
whole generation that made the
November revolution+precise-
ly in order to give himself a
free hand in a deal with Hitler.
With Oriental sarcasm, Stalin
called them ‘‘agents of Hitler,”
in order to become himself the
partner and ally of Hitler.

Harry Gannes, foreign expert
T e —

French Communist -
Party Cracking

Gabriel Peri, foreign editor
of I’Humanite, central organ
of the French Communist
Party, chief commentator on
international events of the
Communist International’s
“International Press Corres-
pondence’”’ and Communist
Party whip in the Chamber of
Deputies, has resigned from
the party and from I’Human-
ite, in protest against the Hit-
ler-Stalin pact.

Marcel Cachin, Communist
Party spokesman in the
French Senate, refused to
write an editorial defending
the pact with Hitler, accord-
ing to the Paris correspond-
ent of the New York Herald-
Tribune on August 25.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

GALA SOCIAL at the Browns-
ville Branch, 1779 Pitkin Ave.
Brooklyn. Saturday, 8 P.M,,
August 26. Lots of fun—free
sandwiches & refreshments.
Hank Rice master of ceremo-
nies. 35¢ admission.

Let the People

Vote on War! -

of the Daily Worker, was par-
{icularly aroused by the occa-
sional speculations aboeut a Hit-
ler-Stalin pact.

On March 13 he wrote in the
Daily Worker, that “‘the press
apologizers of the Munich
treachery make the dirty insin-
uations that the Soviet Union is
‘considering’ rapprochement
with the fascists.’”

On March 21 Gannes was
positively’ beside himself be-
cause Ludwig Lore ‘‘proceeded
to spread some more of his lies
about ‘rapprochement’ with
fascism.”” Gannes termed
Lore’s speculation ‘‘one of the
srlimiest examples of an ex-
tended vicious campaign.”

On May 13, the Daily Worker
editorially repudiated as ‘‘the
vilest anti-Soviet slanders’’ the
idea of a Stalin pact with Hit-
ler. It quoted ‘‘a United Press
dispatch from Berlin which
gave the game away,” and ap-
provingly quoted the dispatch
as follows:

“Rapid spreading rumors of
an impending German-Soviet
reconciliation, circulating with
obvious consent of the German
government, tonight were re-
garded as A NAZI ATTEMPT
TO THWART ‘A ‘PEACE
FRONT!”

“MALIGNING THE
BULWARK OF PEACE”

“As far back as May 5, 1939,
Wallace R. Deuel, Chicago
Daily News Berlin correspon-
dent said that Hitler wanted
this impression to spread in or-
der to defeat a peace front.”

And those who gave credence
to the possibility of a Hitler-
Stalin pact, the Daily Worker
in the same editorial described
as thereby ‘““maligning the bul-
wark of world peace and hope,
the-U.S.S.R.”

On May 13 the Daily Worker
described as ‘“‘a Nazi attempt
to thwart a ‘peace front’’ the
mere rumor of an impending
Hitler-Stalin pact. Today the
same Daily Worker calls the
pact a triumph for peace!

Day in day out the Daily
Worker declared there was only
one way to stop Hitler, That pol-
icy was summarized succinct-
1y in .the editorial of the Daily
Worker of March 18: “A policy
designed to stop fascism must
provide for an immediate em-
bargo on the fascist aggressor

Japan.’’ Today the way to stop
Hitler, according to the Daily
Worker is—a pact with Hitler!

The Daily Worker, April 20,
cdeclared:

‘““The young Lindbergh who
flew the Atlantic was trusted
by the American people. . . .
But the Lindbergh who became
a collaborator with Goering
and Chamberlain became an
object of pronounced suspicion
in the eyes of America.”” But
the Stalin who became a col-
laborator with Goering, says
the Daily Worker today, is ‘‘the
mighty genius of socialism’’!

BACK-DOOR COLLABORA-
TION MADE THEM MAD

Nothing enraged the Dally
Worker so much in these past
months as back-door collabora-
tion with the fascists. This was
its chief complaint against
Chamberlain. As Harry Gan-
nes wrote on April 22:

“Yet, Chamberlain has never
ceased his back-door collabora-
tion with the fascists. He is
continuing it yet with the Nazis,
in the form of ‘economic’ con-
versations and with the Italian
fascists by personal, friendly
and aggression - encouraging
letters.’”

But Stalin’s ‘“‘economic’’ con-
versations with Hitler, fol-
lowed up by a political agree-
ment, all carried out by the
most secret back-door methods
so that the public announce-
ment of the accomplished fact
struck the world like & thun-
derbolt—that, of course, Harry
Gannes transmutes into a new
proof of Stalin’s genius.

The venal editors of the kept
press of the capitalists brazenly
lie at the behest of their cor-
rupt masters. The venal editors
of the kept press of the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy brazenly lie at
tt.e behest of their corrupt mas-
ters. What was yesterday a
‘“vile slander’” becomes for
them today triumphant facts.

The abyss between these
prostitutes of the press and the
unfortunately-deluded masses
who read that press is as deep
as the class struggle. The cap-
italist press is the instrument
of the capitalist exploiters of
the masses. The Stalinist press
is the instrument of the Stalin-
ist bureaucracy, ally now of
Hitler, which exploits the mass-
es as vilely as do the capital-
ists in the democratic and fas-

vowers, Germany, Italy and

cist countries.

On September 16, the newly
redecorated Irving Plaza Ball-
room will be filled with mem-
bers and sympathizers of the
New York S.W.P. who have
thrown off their cares and in-
hibitions to enjoy what prom-
ises to be the best party ever
arranged by the District. The
same comrades who were in
charge of the much-talked-
gbout and highly successful

Pioneer parties are in chprge

N.Y. District Dance Will Raise
Funds for Anti-War Campaign

of the September 16 affair, and
they promise an even bigger
and better party this time.

A first-class swing band has
been arranged for and a highly
diversified program of enter-
tainment is being planned. If
you really want to have one
hellofagoodtime—bhe sure to be
present and bring your gang.
Tickets are 76 cents and can
be obtained from the office of

the party, 116 University Place..

=IN THIS=
= CORNER =

By Max Shachtman

In signing the pact with Hitler, Stalin may not,
as some wags put it, have joined the Anti-Comin-
tern Bloc, but he did deliver a mortal blow to what
is left of the communist parties organizationally.
The resignation from the Communist party of
Gabriel Peri, Stalinist spokesman in the French
Charpber of Deputies and foreign editor of I’'Hu-
manite, who, under recent Kremlin tutelage be-
came' a raving French chauvinist, is only the first
prominent herald of the hailstorm which will dis-
mpegrate the Stalinist parties in those few coun-
tries in which they still have any influence.

The Pact shows the hollowness of Hitler’s dec-
lamations of a crusade against the Comintern
which he knew better than the next man had long
ago _been destroyed as a revolutionary force by the
Stalin clique itself. The reactions of the ‘‘respect-
abl_e"’ capitalist press and the Leaders of Public
Opinion — from the Herald-Tribune to the New
Leader—are as usual arch-hypocritical, and where
they do not outrage an elementary sense of de-
cency, they are simply ludicrous: the gentlemen
who, in the interests of American imperialism
hailed Roosevelt when he pressed to his boson{
butchers like Batista of Cuba, Vargas of Bragil and
Somoza of Nicaragua, pretend to be overwhelmed

with. indignation that a Stalin could join hands with
a Hitler,

Viaking “Victory” of Capitulation

Yet, most revolting of all is the brutal Cynicism
of I_:he Stalin regime in trying to pass off its capitu-
lation to Hitler as a triumph for the ‘““forces of de-
mocracy,” ‘‘the democratic front,” ‘“‘the cause of

peace” and—most impudent of all—‘the ind -
ence of Poland.” . spend

More than a year ago, in April 1938, Earl Brow-
der wrote that ‘the New Republic has gone over
openly to the Chamberlain line (Mareh 30 issue)
by advocating rapprochement with Hitler without
political conditions.” What else did Stalin do a few
days ago? '

On November 14, 1938, at the 21st anniversary
of the Russian Revolution meeting of the' C.P., the
same Browder said: ‘“The reactionaries openly
speculate that the Soviet Union may try to beat
Chamberlain at his own game by joining hands
with Hitler. But even those who hate the land of
sgcialism cannot believe it, when they see the So-
viet _Unlon alone rounds up the traitorous agents
of Hitler within its own land, and puts them beyond

- all possibility of doing any more of their wreck-

ing, spying and diversions for fascism.’’ -
Now, “joining hands with Hitler” is explained
away by the same Kremlin mercenary as ‘‘g dis—-
tinct contribution for the protection of the threat-
ened peace of the world”’—an almost word-for-
word plagiarism from Chamberlain’s Munich-peri:
od speeches.—
‘““The direct lie was given to .all protestations
that the Munich Pact was an sachievement for
peace,”’ Browdgr said, and rightly, last December,

“when, directly afterward, all governments an-
nounced vast expansions of their armed forces a$
their first response.”

_What is to be said, then, for the “méace contribu-
tion” of the Hitler-Stalin Pact when, on its very
heels, follow more brutai Nazi demands on Po-
land, and the mobilization of troops in virtually ev-
ery corner of Europe, troops who may be march- -

ing under cannon-fire by the time this appears in
print?

* * ®

Kremlin Unmasks Itself

We were never partisans of the Stalinist ‘policy -
of yesterday, the so-called ‘“‘democratic front,”’ the |
policy of war alliance with Anglo-French imper
ialism, with its conversion of the masses into can-
non fodder for the preservation of the loot taken
by the ‘“democracies’ in the last war. But then, -
at least, the Kremlin gang had a plausible-specious
screen behind which to operate. It could exploit’
the truly deep mass hatred of fascism with com-
parative ease: it could pretend that it \vas acting
on behalf of Loyalist Spain or semi-colonial Ching;
it could easily claim to be warding off fascist war-
mongering and the danger of war in general.

The open shift to Hitler, however, cannot be
justified by the Stalinists with the remotest degree
of plausibility, and Browder’s arguments, multi-
plied by a dozen more that will be thought up for
him, will impress only ox-heads, and even they
would only be impressed by his vast effrontery.

For no amount of wriggling can prevent the
masses from assimilating the basic truths we have
been repeating for some time:

The Stalinist bureaucracy, personified in Stalin,
is at the end of its rope. It rules, and cannot but
rule, by terror and fear, because it is itself terri-
fied and afraid. It is concerned least of all—Hit-
ler, Ribbentrop and Mussolini have known it for.
years—with world revolution or the. ‘““Comintern.’”
It is as much interested in ‘“‘democracy’” as in the
snows of yesteryear. It is concerned, exclusively,
with preserving itself and its tremendols vested
interests, which are in direct conflict with the ih-
terests of revolution and of the world labor move-
ment, Russia’s included.

It fears war, primarily for its own sake. And
here, as is so often the case nowadays, the fear of
war is the fear of revolution . . . the revolution of
the Soviet masses against the anti-Soviet bureau-
cracy. .

We were not and are not today advocates of a
war to ‘‘defend Poor Little Poland’~—the Peoland
of the landed aristocracy, of anti-Semitism, of the
martinet Colonels, of oppression for national min-
orities. We were and are for the armed national
defense of a Poland ruled by its people, a people
that has overturned its present rulers. We con-
demned the Stalinist policy of inciting the masses
to die so that Beck and Smygly-Ridz might con-
tinue in power. That was yesterday. Today, we
condemn just as vigorously the Pact and the policy
by which Stalin says to Hitler: Keep hands off me
and you can have all of Poland without a whimper
from Moscow.

Therein lies the ahominable treachery of Stal-
in’s Pact, conceived by the Kremlin bureaucracy
in a desperate effort to save its miserable hide.

We said above: ‘‘bought off one enemy.”” But
only for a moment. Tomorrow Hitler will repay his
new partner, and richly. . . Tomorrow, Stalin’s
crimes, and the advance of Hitlerism which they
facilitate, will pose ever more clearly and urgently
the Russian dilemma: - . -

Either a new revolution that will stamp out the
curse of Stalinism or the reduction of the Soviet
Union to a colony of fascism.




