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wAGE RESTRAINT, IRICES AMD TROFITS

4 we go to press the report of the O0.E.C.D. study on policies
annrning pricea, profits and other non-woage incomes is absut tc appear,
& K L3 L ] '3 .'I' - 2 .
e shall comment on it in our next issue. Dut the interest with which it
ig awaited in the business press has already been atirmlated by a neat
1ittle zpertif, in the shape of the report of the DBrussels Commission on
the economic situation of the Common Market, published on Tuesday 18 August.

The Commission has cause to lament. The stremsth of the labour move-
ment, in & situstion of full employment, has been sufficient to defeat all
sorts of attempts to constrain wage ‘pressure on the economy. The labour
market remesining tight, wages and profits roge throushout the past year,
and "the overall rise in production costs again '"greatly surpassed' the
pverall increase in productivity," as the sombre summery in The Times was
quick to stress. The force of union pressure, however, hes been sufficient
to compel the Commission to seek some rather deeper explanations than those
normally canvassed, sbout "wage inflation." "There is dancer," it says,
"+that with . information on othercleses of income being less accurate,
or even non-exigtent...the weight of ony restrictive messures may be
concentroted on wames,"

In fact, of ourse, this hits hard at the nub of the argument about
'incomes policy! which has been the centre of attention in every European
country during the past period. Neo-capitalism has desperately been trying
to foster state repulation of wares, in order to overcome the market press-
ure for higher wages which naturally asccomp-nies full-employment. Last
year, hourly wage rates rose by 18% in Italy, and increased substantially
in every country in the Common Market except Germany, where there was a
glight increase, and Holland, where there was sn sctusl setback, Since
employers tend to pass on the cost of wage incremse, with interest, by
ralsing prices wherever possible, the cost of living index rose by 2,1%
in Belgium, 2.%% in Luxemburg, 3.1% in Germany, 4.8% in France, and 7.
in Italy. The actual rise in livigs costs, of course, will prove to he
greater that that reflected in these fipures, becsuse they are carefully
computed in such a way as to minimise the effect of rising prices and
inhibit trade clsimas. In this eontext, a showlown with the unions, on the
issue of incomes policy, becomes more and more imperative for the employers
and their state,

J Britain ean in no sense stend aloof from this pattern of events. All
the pressures on the Common Market countries exist here in the same degree,
or o an even greater extents Two response are clearly obligatory if the
unions are to defent the employers' manecuvres. First, it becomes absolut-
ely necesasry for the Buropean and Pritish unions to co-ordinate their
activities. BSince they face the same onslaught, it is criminally stupid

to meet it in an unco-ordinated way. Not only must links be formed across
national boundaries, but they must alsc be formed across the reMs=icus and

. political schisms which rend the lashour movements of almost all the European
- countries, The British movement, with its long non-sectarisn traditions,

b and its eomparative flexibility, c=n help in this direction, OSeecond, but neo
urgently, we must develop a common offensive stratesy to beat the empl-
2o an international scsle, This involves a programme of deep structural
2alculated to erode capitalist power across the whole European

There is not much time for left if theme thines are to be done,
members wshould besin to demand that the work starts now.
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HERT WYNN JNSWERS SID FORD from en N.U.M. correspondent

Sid Ford, the N.U.M. National President, spent 85% of his annual
address {tm the N.U.M. conference) replying to the Derbyshire miners!
discussion document, "A Plan for Miners." He attacked the document on
the grounds that it implied & criticism of the present leadership of
the union, because it wrongly attecked the N.C.B., ond he accused it of
using wrong figures in connection with wages. He also imputed ulterior
motives in its publication, especially in view of its timing: i.e., just
prior to the general election. Bert Wynn replied to these charges in
the latest issue of Derbyshire Miner, the journal of tha Derbyshire Ares
of the W.U.M..

It it not possible to Ao justice to the detailed arguments in a
review of this length, but in the opinion of the writer Bert Wymm doesn't
leave Sid Pord much of a cese by the tinme he has finished. I would
recommend all those interested, however, to get hold of the paper and the
pamphlet which caused the argument in the firat place. Derbyvshire Miner
coa® 5d, post paid, and the pamphlet 9d, post paid. Both can be obtained
from N.U.M., DerBshire Area, Miners' Offices, Saltergate, Chesterfield,

GEORGE BROWN'S ASSTSTINT ATTACKS THE UNIOHS

Gerry Reynolds, who is personnl assistant to George Brown, has jolned
Ray Gunter in hoving some very harsh thineg to say asbout the unions, He
gays this in the latest issue of the journal of the Purchusing Officers!
Associntion. MHis remsrks are very similiar to those of Gunter: "..for
the last ten years the Labour Party has been negotinting with T.0U.C.
representatives in an endeavour to reach agreement on basic changes in the
field of socizl security. The party has been putting forward ideas, the
T.U.C. doggedly stonewalling them. Ewven the Labour Party's carefully
worked out plan for a national superammuation scheme does not have the full
backing of the T.U,C.

"Thus the next Labour Government will fairly quickly have to force
the T.U.C. to take decisions in the encial snd economic field which the
unicns have been dodging for many years. What has really heppened is that
since 1951 the Labour Party has advanced further into the twentieth century
than the trade union movement. Because of this, and due to the changing
personnel and the physical separation of their office accomodation, the
gap between the two organisations is probably wideninz =nd will continue
to do so," Very sigmnific tntly, Reynolds goes on to tell the unions to
revise their thinking sbout the M.F.s they sponsor. Instead of looking
upon them as servents, the unions must regard them as advisors who will
keep the union up to date on what is happening in the political field.

No doubt this piece of arrogsnce will incur the same rnger as Gunter's
effort did, It seems inevitable that the first major battle between left
and right after the election will be on this front. The comrades who
conceived the idea of Unicn Voice must have had crystal balls!

DRAUGHTSMEN'S STRIKE CONTINUES DESPITE ULTIMATUM

The strike of 140 Members of D.A.T.A. at Vickers-Armstrong, Barrow,
is to continue despite a sack=or-return ultinstum from the employers. The
6-week strike, which is uver a wase claim, threatens to brinz work on the
Polaris submarine to halt. The employers claim that 6 men returned - this
hasn't been confirmed up to press. The strike is offieial,
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A LONDON VOICE? from Richard Fletcher

For many years the London Labour I'arty has published its own "London
News", supported by trade unions, Co-operative organisations snd constit-
uency parties in the London area, Owing tc finsnciasl Aifficulties the
London News is to cease publication, DBelieving that a Labour paper should
continue to cover the London ares, the Voice has offered to make available
a special London edition = to be ealled, possibly, "Voice of London Labour"
to be under the direct control of labour, trade union and co-operative
nrzanisationa in the metropolitan area. The cost of the 1l2-page paper
will be 6d, and provided a minimum circulation can be guarenteed, Voice
will carry the costs of publication and distribution on a non-profit’ basis,

A preparacory committee has been set up and all orgenisations are
being circulated with the request that they order copies nf a first, trial
isgue and also book advertising space. The next step will be to elect a
London editorial board at a conference of delegates voting on the basis
of readership., It is hoped that the preparatory committee will complete
its arrangements in September and that the first edition will be published
before the election in October, All organisations in the metropolitan area
are asked to give these proposals their urgent consideration, to book
advertising space snd to order the meximum number of copies of the first
issue.

Ed. note: orders for copies, requests for ndvertising space, and applicat-
ions for delegates credentials (for the editcrial meetin: ~fter the General
Election) should be sent to:

Volce,

71, Few Kings Ri.,

London S.W. 6.

EILLER PACE IN THE PIT by lan Taylor

This headline on the Finance, Industry and Commerce' page of the
Sheffield Telegraph (August 18) crnecerned statements made by Mr. Joe
Keny-n, Yorkshire Organiser of the Naticnal Council of Labour Colleges,
about the danger of cosl face workers having to retire early because of
mental pressure resulting from incressed mechanisation in the pits. A
former miner himself, Mr. Kenynn saids "I am sure there is ining to be an
incidence of mental illness among miners because of the drive for more
production., Lord Robens has ealled for an extra 15 minutes a shift but
work is already intensified. The problem will be when the fellows break
under the strain snd this will result in more absenteeism as well as men
having to leave the face for other work," (But of course it was only last
month that Comrade Robens sald: "The miners have no better friend than
Mfie Robens.")

BUSINESS MANACER'S ANNOUNCEMENT<

We have recelved a postal order for 5/- posted in Oxford. There was
i N0 accompanying letter so we have assumed that this was a dopation from
A« Non, who has our thanks. If, howéver, it was for some other purpcse,
Will the sender please communicate, Further donations for The Week from
Q}her reticent readers will also be welcome,
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YITAL AEU ELECTION GOES TO SECOFD BALIOT from an engineering correspondent

In the first ballot for the election for the genersl secretaryship
of the AEY, the resulls James Conways: 46,277; Ernie Roberts: 34,887; and
two other candidates sharing 7,000 votes., The contest now goes to a second
ballot between Conway snd Roberts. Following the news of Sir William
Carron's re-election to the presidency of the union, this result confirms
what commentators of various political persuasion have been saying for
some time: that the percentage poll in the union is extremely small, and
that the results ensuing cannot therefore be held to provide an sccurate
reflection of union members! opinions. There is very little doubt that
the left would greatly benefit from a large increase in the percentage
poll, The fact that the Roberts-Conway contest has run to ancther ballot
will provide an opportunity for =1l union activists in the engineering
industry to pull out every stop to secure the maximum vote in the next
round.

There can be little doubt that elections in the AEU would be a lot
frirer, and the results more repreosentative of feeling in the union, if
All steps were tsken tc ensure that =211 members voted. If branches
circulated all members about the ballot, collectively taking the burden
of envelope addressing from the their seeretaries' shculders; if branch
mectin s all remained open from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m., instead of opening for
two hours onlys and if all stewards were alerted to lobby members to
attend their meeting to vote; then there can be no doubt that everyone
would be happier with the reaults.

WELCOME INITIATIVE BY NALGO E.C. from Public Service (August 1964 ) *

Every member of NALGO will be asked once again during the next few
wecks to sey whether he is for or against affiliation to the Trade Union
Congress. The ballot ordered by Conference will be held batween September
21 and October 12. Ballot cards will be distributed to branches by
districet organisntion officers not later than Septenber 21. 411 who
members of NALGO on July 1, 1964, are entitled to vote...f simple majority
of those voting will determine the issue.

In 1962, when Conference ordered the previcus bellot, it merely
"noted" that the NEC favoured affilintion, This year's motion, by the
Scottish district council and the Sussex gns and Wolverhampton branches,
began forthrightly, "That this Conference is in favour of the Association
affiliating to the T.U.C.Y On a caerd vote, Conference passed this motion
by 199,949 to 67,444 - more than the two-thirds majority needed to order
a ballot of membership (Ed, note: this is the highest majority ever for
affiliation).

The ballot..will be the sixth MALGO has held on affiliation, The
first, in 1942, showed a majority in favour - 40,733 to 28,715, But since
T}ﬁ of the members in the forces, and 3Iﬁ of thoge at home, did not vote,
the 1943 Conference decided to take no action. Ballots in 1948,1955, 1958,
and 1962, all showed majorities against - but with a stendily rising propo-
rtion of members in favour, In 1962, vhen 77.5% of those eligible voted,
111,489 were in favour and 117,312 agninst - a majority ngainst of 5,823.

* The official journal of WALGO,







