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Ietter to resders

"Phank Christ ifts over seeoms to he & very prevnlant expression. DButb
unfortunafely it scems that far from political activity slowing down, life is
geing to be even more hectic. More to the point the fungiion of our journal
8S an nrganiser, coordinater snd inspirer of luft wing, non-sectarian sctivity
will be all the more inportsnt. A reader from West London is to send ms a
st card Just pricr to his ward and T.U. branch meetings so we can send him
a dozen copies S5.0.R.  Sounds like a good idea eny more takers?

Puhllﬂhei b@ “hb Weelk, )4, Park Rd., Lenton, Hnttingh&m.




ICK TO ITS TROGRAMME

“EABOUR MUST S

It was not 1345 all over again, The lsndslide beeame & trickle of sand
the five yesrs that Labour expected to implement its programme heve telescoped
down so that two yesrs is the very most we can give ocurselves, The problem
cosed to the left is how o win victory at fthe next ulectlun; a vietory so
conelusive that onrzsmiste to start on the road to seeialism camnct be in doubt.

Cne answer to the problem cmn be rejected cut of hand., Voices will ba
raizsed within the perty calling for a dilution of the programme. Fhey will
argue that Lebour can use this pericd only to show the electorate that it is

'responsible! and that to go further will ceuss such antagoniem that at the
next General Election labgur will be awept from power. The left must fizht
these ideas, Unleéss wo conscicusly campaimn to awasken those who cannot see
the difference between the partics, and %o unleash a tide of radicalism, then
thesa next months 1wl merely Serve gs o brief interregnum befors o v
refreshed and Sir Alec-less Conservative Party comes back from 1ts holiday.

The first fask of the left is to ensure that the pardy sticks to its
programme. Moy tendency for Lebour to fall dnts nerveléss paralysis zmset be
vigorrously fousht. We must press for the speedy nationalisation of steel
end urban Tand, and for an offensive agrinst public schonla and niler ralics
ef privilege In cducation. Failute to advance will mean suicide,.

In some ways the position of the left is 2 good deal betier than at any
time since Scarborsush. The demsnds we will be making are in fact party policy.
It will be the sxtreme right who ere "rocking the boat" when they oppose this.
Farther, those demands we will be meking are precisely those which could be
used to generate a flood of enthusissm for the Iabour Party. By the national-
isatior of land we can appeal fo every young couple who are strugsling to find
accomodation at a price they cem afford. & vigorous appr-mh to educatiom
with an explogion of copprehensive schnols and & whittling awey of streaming
can gat us the vote of every parent in Britain who sees their child =t present
struzzling in an mnjust and inadecuste ecucationnl set-up.

The voices of ravisionism, snd their friends in the Tury press, will be
perticularly shrill when they war: us that renationndisation of steel will
lose Labvour votes. The left must nnt allow this opportunity to waste itself,
With infinite patience we have to agrees thet Morrisonism nationslisstion has
proved 1tself 4o be boeth a fadlure mmd unpopuler, snd that we ‘hevs fo pet rid
of this huresucratised imsge, Instead we must pose nationalisation under
workers' control. The initiative of the Veice of the Unions in this context
ig particnlarly Himely.

Thege next few momths can be used by the Labour Party to treak throuch
to those volors who were not won even after this last Ferm of Coviservobive
rule thet must surely be termed the most inept we have seen of late. Radieal
neasures con win them and assure 2 grest Lsbour wictory at the next election.
It is the jov of the left to o see thot these nmeasures are teoken,

N.B. The above was written before Woodrow Wyatt made hia Lib/Iab propossls -
in some ways Wyatt's indtintive must be welcomed; it makes possible a proper
discussion snd gives tho sxtreme right & FPocal »oint,

LET KHRUSHCHOV SFEAE]: The mogt disturbing thing about the recent chanes in
the Soviet Union Is that the workera" movement is not percitted to know what
the politicel dssugs ore. inynne who has sny illusinns that after the 20th
Congress workers' demooracy was re-estsblished will surely now.think again.
The cnly way the new ralers of Bussla could o along thisg pnth*%y permd tting
cpen: debate 28 was the practice in the tine of Lening
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"WELK" SPCNSCRS DID WELL

If we examine the dection results of the five Labour cendidates who
are associsted with The Week we find that they did extremely well. We
nave four MPs on our sponsor list: Frenk Allaun (Salford Eest), Neil
Carmichsel (Glasgow Woodside), Stephen Swingler (Newcastle-under-Lyme),
and XKomni Zilliacus (Manchester Gorton). 'fith the exception of Neil
Carmichael they defended seats which they won in the 1959 election.

The three in this category nearly doubled their aggTegate mejority -
from 10,327 to 19,960; the individual figures being: Franmk Allsum, up
from 3,468 to T,143; Stephen Swingler, up from 6,002 to 8,397; and Honni
Zilliecus, up from BS5T to 4,430, Stephen Swingler and Honni Eilliacus
increased their vote on a lower poll. Frank Allaum's vote was = litile
down in an area with a declining electorate, but his share of the veie
rose from 54%% in 1959 to 61% this year.

Weil Carmichael defended = seat he won in a 1962 by-eleciion. He
inereased his majority from 1,368 to 1,567. This compares with & majority
for the Tories in the 1950 election of 2,084,

Ore of our sponsors was an unsuccessful candidate: Henry Collins,
However he menaged to slash the Tory majority in North Lewisham from 4,613
in 1959 to a mere 34% thiz time.

Yes, renders of The Week can be proud of the performance of these
five - had a1l Lebour candidates done a8 wall we would have = large Labour

majority in Parlisment.

NEW IEFT WINGERS TIf THE HOUSE OF COSSONS

The ranks of the left wing of the Parlismentery Labour Party have
been swelled by » number of seets won by left wingers. Jmong these are:
Normen Atkinson (Tottenhsm), Eric Heffer (Walton, Liverpool), Demmnis .
Hobden (Brignton, Kempten), Lene Jeger (St. Pancras and Holborn), Mugh
Jenkins (Putney), Arme Xerr (Rochester snd Chatham), Stan Newens (Epping),
Maurice Orbach (Stockport Scuth), Paul Rose (Manchester, Blackley),
Trevor Park (Derbyshire South Bast), Harold Walker (Doncaster), Eric
Verley (Chesterfield), Normen Buchen (Renfrewshire iest) and Sten Orme
(Salford West),

In addition there will be reinforcement ariging from left wingers
who have been returned in seats previocusly held by Labour. These incluie:
John Horner (Oldbury and Halesowen), Ian Mikardo (Foplar) snd Rence Short
(Wolverhampton, Worth Bast),.

S0ME NOTLAPLE LLECTION RESULYS

1tig pood 6 Row well several left wingers did in the election.
Among the most setisfyng results is thet in Brighton, Xempton. Denmis
“obden is the first Labour man ever elected in Sussex, he is. a man,too,
who had o wage a considerable struggle to get on the B'list. Judith Hartls
majority in Lansrk rocketted o 5,320 from 540 in 1959, previonsly the seat
wag held by the Tories. Mrs, Butler (Wood Green) is another left winger who
has SN ced her majority - from 1,134 to 5,192, But perhaps the most
notable achievement of =11 was that of Michael Foot: he sctually pushed up
his shave of the poll compared with that of Bevan - from over 81% to over 83
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CEIG BUSINESS PRESS COMMENT ON THE RILECTION
Ieft wing must be sat on soys “"Beonooist!

4 good part of the Econoidst's main editorial of October 17th was
taken up with explairine and elaboreting: its previcus support of Lebour —
it published several oritical letters from readers. (G. Uloth of Woodbridge
said he had cancelled his order; and D. Devis of leamingtm Spe. announced his
intention of meking on 'enormous bonfire! of his back mumbers). But it hed
this to sey sbout Labour's lefi:

"«+The last Labour government had a beitter record in foreign policy than
in domestic policy, but that wea largely because Ernest Bevin bravely outfaced
the noisy minority of extrome lefitwingers...Todsy Labour has no obvious foreigm
secrotary of Mr, Bevin's staturs, end there ie a danger that the party's rump
of sentimental pacifists may have been made rather fatter by some of its victo-
ries in marginzl seats...That ramp will have to be sat upon..."

"The Times" doubts Tilson's ability to diseppoint the left

The Times of Ogbober 17th, which more or less argued for Lobour to be
given a chance providing it defatched "itself...from controversizl irrelevancies
such =5 the nationalisation of steel and the proposed land commission...and from
long-term commitnents such as 'renegotiztion' of the Nassoy s~oreement " further
went on: "...labour's laft wing went to growmd for the electicn, but out of
gight is neither out of mind not ont of business. Left Wingers, whether of the
socialist or unilateralist vardety or both, formed the core of lMr, Wilson's
gupyort when he challenzed Gaitskell for the leadership of the party in 1960
and when he triumphed over Ifr. Browm three yeaors lator. There must be doubt
whether Mr. Wileon has both the will snd the power to disalpoint these people
in-their expectations...”

The "Finencial Times" would have preferred 'Iord Cousins!!

The Finsmcial Times of October 19th considered the first of Wilson's
appointments: "...the appointment of Mr. Cousins,..will surprise msny pocple,
sone of them unpleasamtly. Mr, Cousins has been a militant trade imion leader
essst2t the leader of a general unden is not an cbvious choice to spearhead a
drive for modern industrialisation. He is generslly regarded as a left-winger
on gconomic and social .guestions and is an advocate of unilatersl muclesy
disarmanent...His appointment mey help to smmooth the way fowasrds & bargain on
incomes policy but it may alsc arcuse fesrs that Ifr. Uilson.,intends to push
on towards full-blooded socislism. There is, however, a mors encoursging expla—
nation., If Labour is 10 get any large part of its programme through, it must
maintain party uwnit¥...To win the confidence of ita left wing, it must give it
some representation In the Cabinet....But every ganble carries risks. Iy,
Cousineg pud his his two collessues cenm he cutvoted in Babinet, ik they will
not be ocut-voted guietly. Moreover...there is litile doubt that Nr. Siusins
ssaWill be one of the chief tarzets for Conservative attacks His very prosence
in the Honse...may meke it more difficult for Labowr to concentrate on things
which need Soing immedistely... It misnt have been better, if the ides of lord
Cousins had been comceiveble,. " ({1!1)

“Sunday Times" fears Lebour's educational Megalitarian doctrines™

Speaking of the action of the Labour Council in Bristel in pushing throush
comprehensive cducation, the Suwnday Times said: "...the Labour Pariy's egalit-
arian doctrines could lead to sericus damege to our schools..lMr. Wilson does not
repudiate the Bristel council which is acting in precisely the way that critics
of the Labour Party educational policy have always foared...”
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HO _PROGRESS ON PARLIANFNTARY ROAD FOR KDIG STREET by Pat Jordsn

Despite an impressive and expesive campsian, and despite the enthusiasm
and herd work of hundreds of C.F. members, the 1964 general election took King
Straet no further sleng the perlismentsdry rosd to socialism, The .Commmist
Party put up 36 candidates who obtained 46,532 votes - an average of about 1,300
a piece. To see how they fared ome hes to compare the votes obieined this yesx
with those obiained in 1953 in ithe 1T constituencies which the C.P. contesbed
both years. The results read:

Constituency '59 vote '64 vote change Constituency '59 vote '64 wote change

Iunbarton B. 2,200 1,171 -1,029 Dundee W, 1,086 1,228 + 3142
Fife W, 3,826 2,273 - 553 Gorbals 1,932 1,539 = 5g%
Boven 1,869 1,378 - 491 Hayes... 527 873 + 346
Hornsey 1,107 1,258 + 151 Neath 1,062 2,435 4 470
Nottingham B, 1,337 1,579 + 242 Rhonnda B, £,580 3,355 1,195
St. Pancras N, 1,230 1,140 - 90 Sheffield

Southwark 1,395 1,599 + 204 Brightside 1,373 1,556 = If
Springburn ¥ sty 950 - 285 Stepney 2,548 2954 = O
Wigan o s 9668 + 43 Villesden W. 1,324 1,130 - 194
Total Q470 27,533 -2,937 or a loss of nesrly 10%

The loss has been most marked in Scotlend: the vote in the & constituencies
contested dropping from 12,148 in 1959 to 9,339 in 1964 - a loss of akout 23,
Znother feature has been the decline in those constitusncies whore there was =
relatively high vote - of around 5% or more and where, therefore, there waz an
outside chance of seving the £150 deposit. - In Hhonnds the loss was 260 in
West Fife, 144%; in Gorbals, 30%; and in Govan, 26%. The position in Test Fife
is actually worse than the figurecs sugzest; in 1959 snd ex-G.P. momber stood as
a candidate of the Fife Socialist Lesgme and got 4,886 votes. Clearly, a good
proporticn of these votes should have gone to the C.P. this year. The C.P. did
better " the greater London arca. For instance, the figurs for Stepnsy is batter
than 1t appearss the aorea is being depopulated and the C.P. increased its share
of the vota,

These figures must be worrying for the Hing Btroegt leaders. 411 the more
when they know what the ordinary readers of the Daily Worker don't knmow, that
a cantidate of the Committec to Defeat Revisionism ond for Communist Urity (yes,
he actunlly stcod with that label! -~ the Daily Vorker described him as an indep-
endent) got nearly 900 votes in Huyton., Ordinery meabers of the C.P. must take
a hard lock st these figures. Their party is committed to prrlismantary roud to
sgclalism and yet has no parlismentary prospects whatsoover, The fact that the
C.P. vots has gone dowm 8¢ specimcularly in those sreas where it has done well
before indicates’ that the workers will just not $ake the risk of splitting the
anti-Tory vote. This mesnsg that there is a point beyond which the C.F. vote is
very wnlikely to go. Lt should also be noted that these resulss were obtained
ineperiod of a awing to the left and the C.P., did worst in precisely those
ereas where the swing to the left was arestost, e.g., Glasgow.

Five yesrs 1s 2 long time, snd the complete lack of progress in this period
ceanot be explained In terrs’ of °  capitalist propagands, The workers of West
Fife ond Rhonndz who voted Commmmist in the pzst and now vote Labour sre advanced
workers. Perhaps their suspicionm of the C.P. is reinforced by the fret that it
put up candidstes against such well-lmowm left wingers as Leo Ahse of Pontypool,
John Rankin of Govan, and Leurie Pavitt of Villedsen West. The fact that the
C.P, could have split the vete in Dundee West and Luton, ané let in Tories, will
not have escaped the attention of big secticns of the left. In the discussions
which are now teking place, it is too much to expect or hove that many C.F.ers
will conclude that their real place is in the 1e=ft wing of the Labour FParty?
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BORTHERN IRELMND - THE PLAIN TRUTH

Northern Ireland now sssumes some considerable importance in British
politics. We have had much talk aboot the slim majority Labour has but
hardly éryone hes drawn attention to the feset that in Grest Britsin Tebour
has s working mejority of 16 over all other parties. It is when we add
Horthern Ireland to make up the United Kin dom Parliaznent that Labour's
lead slumps to 4. This is because the 12 Ulster seats are solidly and,
apparently, irremovebly Tory. Wuoy should this be? Jfceording tc & pemphlet
we have just received:

"The position in Northern Ireland is thet less than two thirds of the
population is Conservative and Unionist and the other third Nationslistae..
The Conservatives and Unionists, by menipulati of the electoral boundar-
ies in a very wdomocratic WeFese... HBove for years returned all twelve
members to Nestminster. OCObvicusly something is very wrong here. Gerrymon-
dering' is nlso done at & locsal level when one Conscrvative snd Unionist
vote is often equivnlent to two opposition voteS..»«.This is achieved in 3
ways: (1) by housing all the Nationalists in one large ward and keeping
the other wards smsll and predominsntly Conservative and Undomisty (2) by
means of the "Compeny vote.! For every £10 Poor Law Valuation of premises
tensnted by a Limited Comprny, the Company is entitled to one extra vote
up to a limit of six votes, e.g., = firm with 100 branches can contrel 600
extrs votes at locnl elections....(3) in order to squesze out the National-
istz =md force them to cmigrate the Unionist controlled councils build very
few houses for Hationalists. The latter sre kept on waiting lists for up
to twelve yesrs, whilst safe Conservative sand Unionist voters receive houses
in the same town even bofore they are married...”

These are very seriocus sllegations - but they are very adequately
substantiated by = mass of fects snd fipures. Space docsn't permit us to
gquote in great lensth but te give just one example:

The pamphlet zives a bresk down of the vobtin- position in the three
wards which make up Londenderry. These are South wWard - 13,718 Hationnlists,
~,569 Conservatives and Unionists. Horth Ward - 4,564 Unionists, 2982
Hetionalists. Waterside Ward - 4,405 Uniocnists, 2,713 Fationnlists., Which
leads toa.position where out of total electorste of 30,000, 10,500 Unionists
secure 12 geats, but 19,500 Nationnlists only sscure 8 seats.

Having got control of the mmicipalities, #s well as the Worthern
Iraland Parlisment, the Unicnists pursue a policy to nnintain thedr political
domination. This includes bribes to the Protsstant people, rnd a policy
of keeping down the Cstholic population. That these policies are quite
conscious is shown by numerous quotations from Unionist leaders,

But this guestion is not ons of morel indignation - the gquestion of
the Government in Britain itself could quite easily be determined by this
situation. The Cnmpaign for Social Justice in Weorthern Irclend points out
that legally the U.K. Parlisment hes ultimstc responsibility for the set
up in Northern Ireland. The matfer must surely receive some attention from
the new Labour Government - its future nay depend upon sorfing it out!

* The Campaign for Socinl Justice in Northern Ireland, Castlefields,
Dungermon, Northern Ireland, This commitice has produced several
pemphlets on the question pnd is smyious o achieve thelir maximam distri-
bution in Great Britmin. The cormittee will welcome enquiries. =




THE WEEK VOL. 2 ND,14 PAGE 4 TRADE UNTON NOTES

PRINT. ENPIOYERS' HUMBUG OVER THIRD WHEK'S HOLIDAY CLATN by indvew Righy

Writing in this month's Graphical Journsl, orgen of the National
Graphieal Assodation, J,M. Bonficld refors to the present attitude of the
employers over the negotiations for a third week's holidey as "deception”
and "humbug", He writes"...the employers' representatives had one object
end one object only - to delay and cbatruct the introduction of the third
week by a ealeulnted poliey of deception and humbuge,™ He continues, "..
They have cynically defsulted on their obligation under the 1962 setilemcnt
to make an bbjective assesament of the third week's holiday claim - with
the result that enother dispute in the industry is now a distinet possibi-
1ity end, perhaps of even greater long-term consequence, it will by meny
a long day before anyone on the wnion side will be ready to accept their
word alene, M

He says further, that thers has .never been .so mich double tell and
gives an example of this by stating one of the employers! claims that
"+ .whe'iher an employer should or - should not be allowed to do productive
werk without a union card is reclevent to containing any increase in cost
or dislocation of production as a result of the introduction of a third
week's holiday, then you are surely entitled to want th spit.," He wves on
"e.the 34 conditions the employers have sought to impose as the prica of
a third week's holiday - all of which, they wers insisting =s late as our
last meeting with them, were the price of the whole ndditionsl week — and,
ebove all, in the almost complete irrelevance of the conditions to the
subject as issus.™

These are totally unaccejtabls and as has been pointed out by the
Printing snd Kindred Trades Federation (FKTE) the smployera’ ¢laims if
accepiable would be worth three months lst alone three weeks, 4 number of
obstatles were further placed in front of the unions by the exployors as
the negotistions went on. These tended to increase the already difficult
situation and therefore to siow down negotiation, and subseouently led
to & breskdown,

J.T. Bonfield draws to a close by stating thet "The Exceutive Coumeil
have considered the position end have recommended to the THTF thet ons
further meeting with the employers! organisation be sought to press the
claim f9r the third week's holiday asain without conditions and, failing
ropid progress towaris a settlement, members be balloted on the question
of industrial action," It is clear that the employors are beine as diffi-
cult as possible by putting overy obstaele in front of the unions with the
hope of forestalling the third week's holiday, and will go to any length,
even that of risking industrial action, to this ..

CO=CP THSURANCE STAFF BN OVERTING based on Co-op News report

4 Ban on overtime and a work to rule was began on tnesday, October
13th, by 3,500 G.I.8. employees in protest sgainst what they claim hes been
a delay by fthe mensgement in dvaling with a pay claim submitted on May 26
The ban affects all the clerical staffs of the €.I.S. head office snd its
13 branches, said a spokesman of the Cuild of Insurance Officials which has
100% membership in these offices. The ban on overtime will srevent the
society's computer working at mights. During the past few months the head
office and branches had lost 625 employees, claimed the Guild spokesmen,
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NIGERIAN EDITOR GETS STX MONTHS FOR CEITICTISING GOVERNRENT

Router, October 16th, reported: fyo Ojewunmi, acting editor of the
Wigerian Tribune, the fction Group opposition party newspaper, was sentenced
on Oectober 16 to six months' hard labour by the High Court, Thadan, for
sediticus publications The Africam Press, publishers of the newspaper, were
fined £500. The article complained of, headed "ifhere do we go from here?"
was published early this yesar during political realipnment in the region.
Judgs Fatayi Willisms sgid the publicaticon was irvresponsible and calculated
to bring the Testern Nigorisn Covernment into ridicule, contempt and hatred.

AMALGAVAED TIH DOES WELL OUT OF NIGERTAN MINES from 2 specisl correspondent

imalgamdbed Tin Mines of Nigeria Limited almost doubled its profits
during. the vesr endaed March 3ist, 1964. Giwing this information; the
Chairmen of the compsny, Sir Douslas Waring, s=id:'There was o marked incre-
sze in totel production..during the year,..which was partly due to en
adjustament of cur mindne policy to meet rising césts. The sverage price of
tin covering sales of ccncentrate was £966 per ton which represents sn
inecresse of £100 per ton compared with 1962-3. Our gross revenue for the
year was up by spprodmately £525.000 but Government Royalty paid was higher
by £120,000. Iz the event, after providing for taxation our net profit was
£438,T15 ps ngaingt £247,5335. It is intended %o allccate £50,000 to General
Reserva and +o declare a final dividend of 208, making 30% for the yeax,
leaving £30,205 to add to our cerry forward."

Referring o the general strike and the wage incresses arising from ity
Sir Douglas continued 3 “Our management foumd  ditself wirtuslly committed to
the result of the conseguent negotiations between Government and the Unions,
and in the event, & general incresse of woges was implemonted with effect
from March lst...® After complaining of the cost of this and other meoasures,
he went on “,.if for any resson there should be a setback, ¥geria, already
a high cost producer, will be wnabla to compete with some of its fellow prod-
ucers in Scuth-East fsia..." - a clenr threat to pull out if costs et any
higher. If there wss ancn-stooge government in Wigeria, fmalmmsted Tin might
very well be fsken at ils word: In comntry which has such poverty as Nigeria
£438,715 could be better used to develop capital resourcess 3But a counizy
which fromes Vie Allen in an attempt to divert attention awey from the real
reasons Tor labour unrest can hardly be expected to put the interests of iis
pecple above those of foreign monopnlies.

TROTEST AGAINST REPRESSION OF TRADE UNIONS IN SOUTHERN REOUESTL

The IOFTD Bulletin of 15 Ocfober reported: “On behalf of 3 tdllion
eivil servents snd publiec service employees grouped in the Public Beryices
Inkternationaly P. Tofashrn, the FST General Seeretary, has proteated
against the present oppression in Southern Bhodesia, notably the dmprisomment
of & mupber of the cotntry's trade union leaders. In a Tettoy to M. Tan
Smith, Prime Minister of Southern Rhodesia, Tofahrn declared that the misuse
of legislative, judicial snd police powers waa part of the masler race ddeo-
logy which permested and inflamed politics in Southern Bhodesis, Perseverance
in this erroncous course of action could lesd to disasters, Tofahrn added,
one of whieh wonld be that the Scuthern Rhadesian Government would disouslify
itself for the exercise of power in the eyes of clvilised Dem..."
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THE BLOODY CANAL by & Colambian correspondent

Using bacteriological warfarc and mass atiacks without warning,
President Velencia's Govermnment of Colmmbin, becked by the Pentagon, zims
to "clear out" the country so that a new water-way through the Cholo region
can be built, IAnd the inhumen methods used to maintain the eountry in its
backward state have been advised by imported Scuth Vietnanm "eommsellors" .

Colrmbin, with an area of almost half a million squere miles and a
population of 14 million, is = classical under-developed country having
great extremes of weslth and poverty. 3% of the vopuletion owns 558 of
agricultural land. One can imagrine the rate of unemployment in g comntry
in which 60% are peasants, At the same time, the narrowly bosed internal
market is domineted by monopolies.

The situation has hardly changed since 1946. At thst timg, the
emergence of a popular liberal leader, (Jorge Gaitan) induced both the
local landlord/monopoly-oligarchy =nd Yankee imperialism, to think seriow
usly how to "correct" affairs. They succeeded in so dividing the Liberal
Party that Marisno Perez was elected lresident, and shortly aftorwards,

(in 1948), Caiten wes assassinated. This orime generated a desperzte |
explosion of smarchic violence, which was precissly the pratext which the
Government had hoped tc provoke. The ensuing period (known in Col mbisn
history as "The Violence") saw & state of siege which continmed until 1960,
during which armed bands of outlaws., finmmced and conducied by the conser-
vative smd Iiberala'! leading commi ttees, derrorised the whole countryside,
burning raping, and in fact killing the incredibls number of half a millien
Colombisns. The lnndlords benefited direetly throush buying up, nt low
prices, land sbandoned by fleeing peasants, whilst the army and iwperialism
gained control throush the trosic internal divisions of the country.

Nevertheless, pensant resistance continued, whilst a general strike,
(10%hn Mny, 1957), overthrew the existing dHetatorship of Rojas Pimillsa.
The succeeding sovernment failed fo umsent thoe previows oceupiers of power
positions cither in the parties or the army, but had to coneede legsl
status to the Communist end other left-wings movements. Fvan prior to this
however, the Communist Prrty from 1948-57, had besn in the forefront of
the organisation of the persecuted peassnis in the arcas liberated froo
the Government nnd army. These arens cane to ba kmowm ns "iiﬂ@mndent
republics" or "the red zones". %e should point cut that two gaparnte
peasent movements exist: One uses the sorvices of the sutlawed murdorers
bred in the painful process of "The Vislence", Bands of such people oper-
&% in coalition with politicians of renctionary parties, helping also the
army to argue the continued need for inflated military budmets to "fight"
tbe wiolence, The other movement is leftist and cotmimist, md alns to
defend, (in the red zones), the peasents from army and bandit brutality,
and to guarantee then the méans for peaceful and productive work. The
fact that these puasants, as well as the bandits, use the snme guerilla
tactics often leads to misunderstandings, which ars fully exploited by the
reactionary press both in and cut of the country.

continned ovur/
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Now, new factors have appeared cn the Colombisn scene:s the United
States iz interested in building a new cansl {0 replace the obsclete Panama
Canal -~ which becomes “oth economically and politically more difficult to
operate. But the imperislists have sworn (and these sre their very words)
"that we will not commit the same crrors as in Canal number 1 (Panama).
Canal number 2 (Colombia) will not be in the hands of the communists"#,
Thus they have imposed a tresty on the Colombian cligarchy by means of
which the United States will have the right to inwvade Colombis if the
private investments of the USA are in danger. Ais a second step, they
ordered the Colombian Minister of War, (Buiz lovea), to attmck the froe
zones of the country. It must be emphosised that these zones have never
been and are not a menmce to the country, but at the same time, their
population is determined to defend them, cven at thecsst of their lives,

In the last few months, lmerican militery missions have bsen very
active: new'™dviscrs" come from South Vietnam and a large sum (30 million
dollars, as s first instalment) has becn granted to the armed forces of
Colombia. Wew anti-guerills techmiques are being developed, =nd new types
of wespon arc in use. Marquetsla, a 2,000 sguere mile region, located in
the Tolima departument was chosen as the first target. Later they will
attack the other zonea, such as Sumapaz, Pato, Hiochiguito, =nd others.
But Marguetala has already been attacked four times and remains unconquered:
new armed groups spring up every day, and in a recent engagement, 75
soldiera were killed, and 150 injured. [merican "counsellors" have used
in Marquetsla even becteriologicel war, (reported in Vistazo, a Chilean
weekly nagazine, September, 1964).

In the face of the developing situation, the guerilla commendo of
llaxquetale has published .a strong sppeal to the demceratic and revolutic-
nery foreces of Colombia:

"We have fought in the past to get cheanges in the struabtimes, using
less painful ways for our people: the peaceful wny, the democratic mass
struggle, the legel way that the Colombian Constitutior foresees. But
this way hae been closed to us by violence, 2nd becnuse we are revelution-
aries, conscicus of our historical role, we have been forced to choose
ancther way, the revclutionary =nd srmed fight o arrive in powere **

&
* Remorted ivn the New York Times.
#*% Heport in A1 Nasr (Llgeria) 13 September, 1964.

NICAHAGUA BEPUDIATES CANAL THRATY WITH U.S.

The United States is heving trouble with another country over the
guestion of building an 2lternative to the Fanama Cansl. On October 6th
the Wicarsaguan Congress voted to repudiate the 1916 Bryan Chesnorrs treaty.
This tresty, which was passed whilst U.S. Marines were occupying the coun-
Ty, gives the U.S5. perpetual rights to build a canal through Nicaraguan
territoyy. This sfep canmot be considered a 'Commmist! or "Castroite!
plot becsuse the Congress is controlled by the U.S-backed dictatorship of
Somoza. The step is probably an episode in Somoza's atiEmptD o et nore
loot from the U.5.y but even so reflects the very high level Teeling among
the masses of Latin dmerica against U.8. domination,
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FRENCH COMMTRIIST PARTY OI7(SITION GROUPS ACTIVE by Isn lMacDonald

The group of French Commumists ssscciated with the opposition paper,
Le Tebat Communiste are steppiny their mear-old fight for the rehabilitation
of Indre Merty snd the other "victims of Fronch Stalinisn," In a recont
issue of the paper there were published the names of the 100 menbers of a
"Comite d'Homneur National"™ which is to lead the campaign. Included on the
Committee are many veterens of the resistance (including several who were
deported to Buchenwald or to other Hazi concentration camps), former C.F.
parliamentary deputiss and a former Comrmmnist Senatar, ex-members of tha
Central Committee znd other long-serving members of the party. For some,
nembership of the Committee has led to their expulsion from the PCF.

Maxrty, n near-legendary figure in the French working clzss movenent,
was in 1952, during the pericd of the onslaught against the "Titoists™ in
Bmstern Burcpe, sccused of opposing Farty policy in a "Leftist" and
"sectarian" spirit and of belittling the role of Haurice Thorez. Reviled
and persecuted, it was alleged that since 1919 he hed been = police soy,
his wife was forced to bresk with him and Merty himself reotired to a small
village in the Pyreneces where four years later he died,

4 leader of the famouws mmtiny of the French Havy in the Black Sea in
19197, for his part in which he spent several years in zacl, chief political
commissar of the Internationsl Brigades during the Spanish Civil War, (he
appears in Hemingwey's For lhom the Bell Tolls), Marty sorved at vearious
times as a Parliamentary deputy and as a pember both of the Centrzl Commitioe
of the PC¥ and of the Exccutive Commitice of the Comintern. Le Debat
Comministe rerarks that "Harty..like all those who occupied responsible posts
under Stalin, participated in messures of coerecion and in the. reprossion of
ideas.." and comperes his case with that of RBajk, Slansky snd Kostovw who
were exécuted "not for their Sialinism..but for imsginsry crimes. So they
have besn rehabilitated 2nd that is justice. History will judge the rest."
Marty, says the paper,"was expelled..for crimes that he had not comnitted,
on the bssis of fabriefited cherpes and of forged evidehce” but the lesdership
of the PCF, unlike thoze of the majority of Commmist Farties, "rofuses o
admit its participaticn in Stelinist practices" and Marty remains dissraced.

Lle Jebat Communiste iz pressing the Hardy case as part of a witer strugzle
which - togrther with Unir (cireulated only to Party members) and Le Voie
Communiste — the paper is waging for grester democracy within the PBCF snd for
& strengthening snd regrouping of the French left. ILa Voie Commpyigte calls
for a democratisation of the Party and a more militant approach. L4 statement
af the wviews of the Italian CP on the guestion of imner-party democracy hes been
pubtlished in Lo Debat Communisie as n retort to the leadership of the PCF
which earlier this yesar refused to print an edition of Clarie, the journal of
the Union of Communist Students, which cerried an srticle on the subject by
Togliattia.. Owver onc issue of significance the two papers disagroe. Le Debat
Communiste is sympethetic 4o the present Algerisn Government whereas La Voie
Commmiste generally supports Boudiaf, a fierce critic of Hen Bella. Ie Debat
has been very active in secking contsots with groups of the non<Commmist left
and has published several exchanres of views between different tendencies. Mn
interesting example of its wide outlock is given by a rocont review of Tendite
d'Economio Mnrxiste, by Brnest landel, editor of La Guuche, which sets the work
"smongst the best and most serious...on cconomic probleéms that hove beon publis-
bhed for several decadss" and calls it '"the first ...thet angwers the negd for
a new darxist snelysis of the cconomy.”
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WAS KERUSHOROT COTNG TO DO 4 HEAL OVER EAST GEMMANT? by & Special correspondnat

Lt time of writing no resl explsneticon has beon given as o why M. was
removed from office, OUne possibis explenation is: that he was defested ina
bid to sseurs better relations with the o5t by doing somée kind of a disal over
the so-called German Dempcrabic Republic (Bast Germany). The pressof the
Fastern bloc had boen rife with denizgls that such a deal was in the offings s
sure sign that the matter was being discussed! It has glso boen cleer that the
leaders of the DR heve been conducting a fight against such an eventuality,
On Jung 24th Tlbricht e:dd: "ir. Nrhard is roady to improve ralatiohs with the
Soviet Union..orovided that the Soviet Union is prepared to apigld to the (its).
imperialist-rovenchiat demends." On July 12th, A&, Torden, = lesdins merber off
the BEast German 0P, said over televisiomz "It dis now obvious that It is imposs—
ible to annex the GDR, or buy it from eny other socinlist commtrir.” Tnoan
inferview with the Pelish C.FP. pzper, Trybons Todn, Ulbrickt returned to the
same thems on July 20th, déclaring that "The German question cennot be sollved
in the absapce of the GORL.Y Jpadn on August 8th, #he loues Deptechlend (the
Bast German C.P. peper) said that "The way of settling the Girman guestion by
bypassing or defying the GIR...5ioply doesn't exist.."

On ‘the other hand, Adzhubei, son-in-lew of I, K. who was removed from
bis position as editor of Isvestis, spoke enthusiastically of what® he called
the "realistic attitudeY of the Erhard Sovermment, during and affer s ywisit to
West GCormany. He described Frhard ss a person "one eanm telk with," =nd dn
artictes in Izvestio on lungust 8, 10, 1% and 15, he spoke of changes in the
attitude of West Gorman leaders, He said Strauss, who had boen considered a
"most aggressive oxbrerdst! had abandoned the idea of "wiping ocut the Soviet
Inion."

4t this point the Chinese intervened in the psendo-discussion. Their
first major pronouncerent was on September 8th (just T deys after Ulbricht had
once more reiterstod thet the "Garmen gueésiion cannnt be setiled in the absence
e=s0f the GDR) in an editorial in People's Daily entitled "Fo Criminal Deal
Cwrer SIR". They said: "Of late, there has been = noisy cutiery in Ponnee.for
the 'peaceful' elimination of the GIR...vhat:makes the Bonn revanchists so bold?
seaC8n it be that they have rTeceived tacit approwal or hints from these who
recently talked,..in praise of the West Gorman militarista?.." The editorial
pledged fnll support Ffor the Bast Germen resime ggainst such a propossal,

MNeamwhile news trickiced throusgh of a mesting between Xhrushehow snd. the
foroign ministers Folend, Mmgary and Bulgsaria, which was held in Czcchoslovakia
- wegstern news agenciss saying that tIthoush the Gorman question was discussed
the (DR was not represented. These reports were not denied. This meeting was
supposed to have aspproved the line fo be taken durine K.'s visit to Hesiern
Garmany. Discussing this wisit o = the East GCermen radio,

Hadic Dentschlander, said on September 11th: "Anyone who thinks that:the GDR
can be bought...is, to ssy the least; a foollM

The next moves were made by two men who are Mo, 1 and 5 respectively in
the Soviet Unicn TPrezhnev and Suslov. The former was head of the Soviet party
smd government delegetion to East Germary to atiend tho celebrations of that
regimals 15th anniversary. Speaidng in Berlin on Ociober 6th, hmsﬁiﬁ%i ;iny
short-sighted politiciens divorced from resl life..can hope for®libe {1 e
back of the GDR to «.(its) detriment." Suslow, speaking the previous day in
Woscow at 2 meeting which wae celobrating the GIR's anniversary, declsred thet
there would be "no deal with Born at the expense of the GDRM. Howover, the most
direct reference to Khrushehov was in Free World, the orgam of the GIE-USSH
Friendship Assge,., In sn article entitled "How much does GDE cost?", E. Dogmier
wrotes "...we would not be insulting Ehrushchov iIf we shiold him from such
suspicion.." (of making a deal). This appeared Oct. 9%h, 6 days later K. fell,
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SOCTAL ORMOCRATS SCOHE IN WEST GORUAN LOCAL TIECTIONS

It is not only the London Stock Exchange which is Flutterine becnuse
of election results, The Stock Bxchanze in the Fodepal Aepublic of Germany
hes recently suffered the jitters; the rennon: the vietory of the Soecial
Demperats in the mmicipal elections in the biggest "lopd", ths densaly
populated Nerth P.hinefﬁestp?miia, md the hoadway it has made in Lower
Saxony. In North Rhine Westphalia, the voto for the Seodial Demoeratic
Farty gﬁPI};'I roge from 40.7% in 1961 fo A6.6%. The (hristain Demmeretic
Union (CDU) fell from 45% %o 4330 The Tree Nemoerstic Party (FDR)
dropped from 10.2% to 5%, The smaller prrties got less tharn 190 each,
Tarhaps the most spoctacular decline was experienced Byv the Gormen Pesce
Union (DFU - Deutsche Friedensunicon) which relies on the Cormumist vote,
The Communist Farty is banned and esnnot, therafare, run its own cendidntes,
In the Buhr velley, the industrial heart of bermany, the UFU obtained omly
21,582 votes, a bare 0.%%h. In the thirties, the German Commumist Party
gained millicns of votes. In 10 of the 16 big towns in the land, the SFD
won an absolute majority. In rurel districts, however, it made little
progress,

The vote in Lower Saxony shoved the SPD moving up from 38.5% to 43.2%,.
Gaine were also registercd by the CDYU, €rin 28.2% to 37.5%, sl the Ine,
from 6.9% to 9.2%. The two lattor parties made thelr gaing ot the expense
of extrome right wing unriics. '

There is no doubt that the SDP moved ahead more boceuse of +he
mistakes of the other parties then bechuse of its om nolicies. The Govern-
ment conlition of the COU and FIP has alienstod mEny voters, The onding of
certain measures dc8igned to protect tensnts from lemdlcrds cost the two
parties something in popularity. Ch meellor Erhard's sccusations +that
inflation is caused by consumers who are not "sober minded" snrored workine
class yoters. Clashes between the extrome riaht wing of the Government,
headed trauss, md a "niddle of the road" wing led by Earzign [ffeirs
Jinister Schr#ider slsodamgred the CDU. It is still too ently, however, to
predict & victory for the SUP in the federal slectinns scheduled for the
antum of 1965, The Government can counter with concessions Anring the
coming yeer. Imong these will be a special child allowsnce £or children
mho continue at school after the age of 15, increases in old aro rensicns,
improvesents in heslth dnsursnce, etc.

The SDF have = eongreas scheduled for Noverber which will issue =n
election prograsme. Up to now, it does not appenr thet the leaders will
come forward with anything 0 inspire the working class elcetorsts which
gave them victery in North Hhine/Testyhalin nnd Lower SAXOILY «

from a Germsn correspondent



