positions in Lebanon,

By PAUL BENJAMIN

In the past few weeks, U.S. imperial-
ism has escalated its political -and mili-
tary intervention in Lebanon and has
brought the country and the entire Mid-
dle East region closer to a full-scale war.

Azt the end of November, the Reagan

Greyhound bus drivers, ticket agents
and bag handlers, on strike for nearly
seven weeks, ratified a new pact on De-
cember 19 that includes a 7.8 percent
wage cut and other concessions. The
12,700 striking Greyhound workers had
earlier rejected a2 company proposal call-
ing for an even larger ciit by an over-
whelming vote of 9,181 to 325 The new
contract was apptovea by a 74 ‘percent
yes vote.

‘Many Greyhound workers expr%sed

dissatisfaction with the commny s latest
offer, but faced
from their own umon, the Amalgamated

Council of Greyhound Local Umons 1ol

end the strike. -
The workers Shut down Creyheupd

* on November 3, after: union- leaders -
rejected the company’s ‘takeaway. de- "

The U.S. battleship New Jerséy has cons

" mands.

-increasing pressure’

- nine ‘months of 1983.

Syrian and Druse Muslim

lly shel

administration put aside its past differ-
ences with the Isracli government and
proposed coordinated U.S.-Isracli ef-
forts to maintain imperialist control

over Lebanon. On November 29, after-

two days of talks with JIsraeli Prime
Minister VYitzhak Shamir, President
Reagan announced the signing of a

M t* had -d ded
that workers accept a 9.5 percent wage
cut and other givebacks adding up to a
25 percent cut in total wages and bene-
fits. Greyhound Corporation spokes-
persons claimed wage cuts were neces-
sary because the company s bus dmsnon
has lost $16 million in 1982, and was

- facing increased competition from ,pther

companies and discount airlines. But its

~from Phﬂadelphxa to: Seattle, i

“strategic accord”” between  the Lwo
countries.
The accord includes: 1) coordination

of military plans and maneuvers by the

_two governments, including the stockpif

ing of U.S. arms in Isracl for possibie
yse by U.S. forces in the Middle East; 2)

s J%ut!gff(ms toshote up the rightist, pro-

lmc of President Amin
on; 3¥ a grant of §1.4
in milita:ry aid for next year; and
4) massive U.S. economic aid to the
beleaguered Israeli economy.

The purpose of this accord soon
beceme clear. On December 3, Israeli
planes bombed Syrian military positions
in Lebanon. Less than 24 hours later,

- U.S. planes raided Syrian anti-aircraft

installations in Lebanon. On December
4, Syrian troops shot down two U.S. air-
craft, killing one U.S. airman and cap-
turing another. Later’ that ‘night, U.S.
warships shelled Druse militia strong-
holds near Beirut after four Marines
from: the U.S. “‘peacekeeping’ force in

‘Beirut were killed during a clash between
.the Druse militia and Lebanese army

forces. While both U.S. and Israeli
spokespcrsons insisted that the timing of
the air raids was a “‘coincidence,” both
expressed confidence that such military

On November 17, Greyl;bixﬂd tried to "

break the strike by using scab drivers to
resume bus service on selected routes. In
response to this union-busting tactic,
workers aréund the country joined mass

picket lines sét up by the strikers tostop |

the buses. Thousands turned out to
support the Greyhound workers in cities

“ cases- forcmg ‘buses 1o ‘go*

“‘statistics’” were actually calculated to
mislead: the public and isolate” the .

workers. In fact, the Gfeyhound Corpo-"_ .
ration earned $103.1 million in. 1982."

"And_the _bus division was reboundmg
from its 1982 losse: sed by a decli
in‘riders due o the recession, not “h gh.
Iabior costs”’—and actually earned about:
$5 million-in’ profits through" the first:

repai notgbl Phil-

for

pressure would foree Sy
Hafiz el-Assad and his Lebanese allies to
the bargaining table,

Since those attacks, the level of fight-
ing in Lebanon has increased. Clas
have broken out between U.5.
and Druse militia, and between the
Lebanese . army and various armed
Mouslim opponent groups around Beirut.
U.5. warships shelled Syrian positions
again on December 13, allegedly in
response {0 attacks on U.S. reconnais
sance planes. I northern Lebanon,
Israeli ships and planes have attacked
bases of the Palestine Liberation Ovgan-
ization (PL.O) at Tripoli. Meanwhile,
fighting has continued between PLO
forces loyal to Yasir Arafat and PLO
oppositionists supported by Syria.

In addition to solidifying U.S.
relations with Israel, the Reagan admin-
istration also took steps to stiffen the
resoive of Lebanese President Gemayel.
According to the Wall Street Journaf,
Gemayel, frustrated by the impasse in
Lebanon, was moving toward accept-
ance of a “‘special relationship’” with
Syria and e¥eri a role for the Russian
government in Lebanese peace negotia-
tions as the only means to secure his
(Continuéd on page 6)

ontra

adelphia, forcing the company to stop
service - entirely. Battles broke out
between pickets and police protecting
the scabs in Boston, San Francisco and
other cities.

- But the Greyhound workers® struggle

against the cc'npany was undermined by
the actions of their own union leaders

~and the top brass of .the’ AFL-CIO.
3(C’ont inyed on ﬁage %




Group flgh‘%s brutal
Turklsh regime

Dear Torch,

Solidarity Comunittee With
the People of Turkey (SCPT) is
a San Francisco-based, multi-
national organization formu-

 lated to expose to the Ameri-

can masses the savagery of the
present Turkish government in
its exploitation of ‘the Turkish
populace, including the op-
pressed Kurdish people. .

The Turklsh junta’s collabo—
rators are:many, including the
Kohl government of West Ger-
many; which has for many years
been deporting’ Turkish/Kurd-
ish immigrants back to Turkey.
It so happens that these Tuark-
ish immigrants of the working
class primarily are politlcal
sctivists' protesting U:8. ‘impe-
rialism and
bourgeoisic of Turkey. Thcse
working class Turks face
harassment, 1mpnsonmen

was held at the Germ 1 Consu-
latc (located at 601 California
, San Franqsco) to protest

- thevKohl government’s deporta-

" tiort of Turkish werkers. There
were approxlmately 20 people in
‘atténdance and comrades pro-
tested - the  Gerfrian govern-
-ment’s - bloody “hands “in - the

" murder of Kemal -Altun, a

Turkish immigrant in Germany,
who jumped to his death ‘from

an -administration -building of

the German government, rather
than face the vengeance of the
barbarous generals of the Turk-
ish junta. We also protested the
Turkish government’s compli-
city in setting up an “‘indepen-
dent’’ Turkish state, with alle-
giance to the Turkish generals in
Ankara, in Northern Cyprus.

Messages of solidarity were '

given by comrades from the
—Proletarian Tasks Tendency, an
Iranian independent, ' Revolu-
tionary Socialist League, Revo-
lutionary Workers League and a
representative of the Solidarity
Committee With the People of
Turkey.- About 15. groups en-
dorsed the demonstration, in-

. cluding the Iranian Students

Association and the Arab Anti-

Discrimination Committee.
"Chants included:

Zimmerman [German - interior

minister—Ed.) Have Blood on .

Their -Hands,”  “Hands Off

Kurdish People,” and  “‘Stop.

Racist immigration ngs !

- If you would like to sub-‘ g

) scnbe to our Newsletter or to

“the  ¢omprador -

“Kohl/ -

S e Y e

receive further information on
the work of SCPT; please write
to us at: Ashirafti, Soli-
darity Committee With the Peo-
ple of Turkey, PO Box 5584,
San Francisco, CA 94104.. Also,
we are in dire need of contribu-
tions as we are a poor organi-
zation. Please make checks out
“to Solidarity. Committee With
the People of Turkey, and mail
to the above address. Weaonld
greatly appreciate this.
Khndijs Ashrafti
SCPT

Anti-war

: movemeni'

must be
anti-
 jmperialist

ashmgton,
bcgmmng of a

ng ac

culmination of months
of work:of CISPES ‘activists,
religious peace groups, student

_and left organizations. In Chi-
. cago. we sént nine buses to
*"Washington, and sold $3,200 of

buttons at the rally to cover our
costs.

But the politics of the wholc
day were very liberal and similar
to the Vietnam War protests.
“Stop U.S. Interveatien’’

Central

sounds a lot like “Out Now.”
In the Vietnam War protests the
leadership wanted to keep the
revolutionary views out. ‘‘Stop

U.S. Imperinlisse’’ was rejected
.S, Imp 1]

and the movement remained
single-issue.

Is the movement again gomz
to be singlé-issue? On 'the

) spcakers program the national

organizers of Nov. 12th had
agreed that part of one spéech
would address the issue of
Lebanon. At the last minute
they reversed théir support for a
coalition speaker to call for the
“U.S. Out of Lebanon.”

It was a slap in the face to the
large, militant U.S. Out of
Lebanon contingent. But more
importantly, it weakened the
American  solidarity
movement by keeping it a sepa-
rate issue. The issues of Central
America and Lebanon are all
part of the same capitalist crisis
that is attacking U.S. workers’
wages, busting unions, and
cutting social” programs.

The movement is doomed if
we don’t explain why the U.S.
military invades to control and
exploit the poor countries as in
Central America today or Viet-
pam 15 yedrs ago. Working
class people must know why the
U.S. backs dictators like Ge-
mayel in Lebanon. Or why the
U.S. government is trying to
overthrow governments = like
Chile in 1973, or today in Nica-

- ragua. And further, why does

the U.S. Congress still give
money to the death squad gov-
¢rnment in El Salvador?

It’s not just the bad guys who

 keep getting elected, but it’s the

system. Both the Demiocrats
and Republicans do what is in
the best interest of the capitalist

'system, not-in ‘the interests of = *

what working and poor péople
want. Clearly, Reagan’s view of
national interests is - not *the
sanie: as the workers and op-
pressed people see it. ’

To- tell working people and
oppressed people in the U.S.
what’s going on we need to
explain how our class interests

_are with the defeat of the U.S.

imperialists. Workers here and
in El Salvador-and in Palestine
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are fighting for the same things
in life. Poor people under U.S.
imperialist domination are in

fact our allies. They want -

decent pay, schools, housing
and freedom. '

On Nov. 12th atleast omé -

contingent was needed to march
through the Black community
speaking about working class
solidarity with oppressed peo-

a spokesperson for the cause of
African  independence. The
truth is something far different..

Hiile Selassie came to power
‘in Ethiopia in the 1920s.
Ethiopia was then a semi-feudal
couptry, and_was ‘the . last
country in Africa to hang on to
its independence from Euro-
pean colonialism. It maintained
this ind dence by subji

ing -“u. Jug

ing p ,' and

ple. Also, at lcast one
was needed to go beyond words
of sympathy for these heroic
struggles, and show how all
liberation struggles are part of
the same fight.

I hope the next anti-war
march will speak about work-
ers’ solidarity and unite us with
all the anti-imperialist struggles.
Our movement will grow more
powcrful when ' workers and
-oppressed join the fight of the
Third World. to be free of ex-
ploitation and domination by
the super powers and have a
world free of imperialists and
war.

Dave Warren
Chicago

The myth
of Haile
Selassie

Dear Torch,

In your Sept. -Nov. 1983 issue
of Torch, lan Daniels in his
article entitled ‘‘Famine in
Ethiopia' made a statement I
was extremely- disturbed by:
““The responsibility for loss of
life [in Ethiopia] in 1973-74 lay
in large part with the incompe-

attempting to show the Euro-
pean colonial powers that it was
a contender for power in eastern
Africa. When the League of
Nations betrayed the Ethiopian
people by allowing Italian
fascism to conquer the country
in 1936, Haile Selassie fled to
Europe, where he began to look
Jor new allies.

He found them in British
imperialism, Selassie returned,
to Ethiopia behind British’
tanks. Many of the minority na-
tionality peoples of Ethiopia—
such as the Tigreans and Oro-
mos—who were in fact op-
pressed by the ruling Amhara
nationality, didn’t want to stop
at liberation from Italian colon-
lalism, and rebelled against a
return to Selassie’s rule. Selassie
had the rebellions crushed by
the British. After the Second
World War was over, and the
spoils of Italian coloniallsm
were to be divided up, Selassie
received the territory of Eri-
trea, which had been subju-
gated by Italy some 50 years
. before., Eritrea, which had not
previously been part of Ethio-
pia, was developing an indepen-
dence movement of its own,

which Selassie did his damned:

est to crush. T
Durmg the last decades of his

reign, Selassi Py

ally of ‘the Un?;ed Stqtes " His
conservative rule was seen as a
bulwark agaiast the rising tide
of more radical nationalism in
the. region., And the millions of
dollars worth of aid he received
did nothing to better the lives of
his subjects, who still lived in
harsh, primitive conditions. Il-
lllemcy was incredibly high,

tence and corrupti of the
semi-feudal government of Em-
peror Haile Selassie. . . .”” Until

. then I had heard only the

highest praise of Emperor Haile
Selassie and was therefore quite
taken aback by this tremen-
dous, overwhelming differ&nce
of opinion.

Please send me any and all
information you have concern-
ing the Emperor Haile Selassie.

David L. Ayaia
Fox Lake, WI

Ian Daniels repiies:

Friend Ayala raises a. com-
monly held belief about former
Ethiopian Emperor Haile Selas-
sie. There are in fact two myths
about Haile -Selassie, both of
which are entirely false. The
Jirst of these is that propagated
by the Rastafariar " religion,
which reveres Selassie as a near-
god. . The ' Rastafarians view
Selassie as a. symbiol of Black or
African power against corrupt
and decadent Western society,
Babylon,-and a symbol of pride
in the ability of Black people to

ramp with no
medical care available; near-
slavery . existed in rural areas.
When the deadly famine of the
early *70s hit Ethiopia, Selassie
did his utmost to keep know-
ledge. of the tremendous suf-
Jfering from world relief agen-
cies and from the population of
Ethiopia’s unafflicted regions.
Despite the eventual tragic
end of the revolution, the over-
throw of Selassie’s semi-feudal
rule in 1974 was a step in the
right direction toward the liber-
ation of the peoples of Ethiopia
and the region. (A more de-
tgiled position paper on the
Ethiopian Revolution, entitled
“‘State Capitalism in Ethiopia:
The Triumph of Counterrevolu-
tion” is available for $1 plus
postage from RSL, PO Box
1288, New York, NY 10116.)
Selassie in fact served * to
strengthen the influence of im-
perialism over African people,
and his. own U.S.- and Israeli-
supplied military machine kept
the African peoples of the
region . from determining their
own destinies. And as for. his

rule their own country-ind
dently. The second is the ltberal

-myth, that Haile Selassie was a_

¢ivilized, dignified, peace-loving

".and justruler of his people; that

he followed an independent
policy in world affairs, and was
M 4 B -

“civilized’* nature, as hundreds
of thousands of his people died

“of disease and starvation, goes

one story, Selassie sat amidst his
Jjewels .and- his gold,  feeding

- steak. to the royal dogs.
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Central America: ,
U.S. Invasion Threat Lessens — For Now

&

Troops of the’'Sandinista government
of Nicaragua defeatéd attempts of U.S.-
backed counter-revolutionaries (‘‘con-
tras”) to seize and hold a town on the

Atlantic Coast late this past November. .

The msurgent groups were apparently
trying to set the stage for the establish-
ment of a pro-U.S. provisional govern-
ment inside Nicaragua. They chose the
Atlantic Coast because the Sandinista
government’s policies toward the two
national minorities who live there—
English-speaking Blacks and Miskito
Indians—has caused a lot of resentment
in the region.

Soon after the defeat of the contras,
the Washington Post reported that the
CIA had concluded that the contras will
not be able to establish a viable govern-
ment in Nicaragua even if U.S. aid to
them, which now totals $50 million each
year and includes CIA tactical advice, is
increased.

At the same time, recent develop-
ments in Costa Rica, Bl Salvador and
Guatemala make it less likely that those
countries will' provide troops for an
invasion of Nicaragua at the present
time. In Costa Rica, a section of the
ruling class ‘has pulled back from
pro-U.S. policies, fearing that involve-
ment in the U.S. attempts to subjugate
the rest of Central America will end up
by destabilizing Costa’ Rica itself. On
November 17, Luis Alberto Monge, the
president of Costa Rica, declared his
country’s ‘‘perpetual, active and un-

U.S helicopters during recent military mancuvers in Honduras. The U.S. is using
Honduras as the staging ground for a possible invasion of Nicaragua.

armed neutrality’” and soon after forced
the foreign minister, who is close to the
U.S., to resign. Costa Rican politicians
are now bitterly divided into ““doves,”
grouped “around .the president, and
““hawks,’” grouped around U.S. Ambas-

sador Curtin Winsor. Winsor doesn’t
even pretend to stay aloof .from
domestic politics and regularly holds
meetings of the hawk faction at the
embassy.

In El Salvador, recent successes by the

ONE-PARTY STATE IN JAMAICA

By WILLIAM FALK

A crisis of the Jamaican political
system has radically changed the situa-
tion in that country. The next issue of the
Torch/La Amiorcha will have a report
and analysis from our sister organiza-
tion, the Revolutionary Marxist League
of Jamaica (RML). Until then, here, in
brief, is what happened:

1) One effect of Jamaica’s participa-
tion in the invasion of Grenada was to
temporarily increase the popularity of
the right-wing prime minister, Edward
Seaga, and his Jamaica Labour Party.
After one anti-invasion.demonstration
(at the University of the West Indies),
for example, comrades of the RML
reported that the right-wing atmosphere
was so strong that a second demonstra-
tion was not planned by any group. (In a
related development, Jamaica’s pro-
Cuba, pro-Russia group, the Workers
Party of Jamaica, was shaken by thie
Grenada events because its leadership
was politically and. personally close to
the Coard faction of the New Jewel
Movement, the faction that shot Maurice
Bishop.)

Seaga did - his- part to keep~ the
atmosphere heated with wild accusations
that the (ancient and pitiful) weapons
found in Grenada were being stockpiled
to “‘destroy Jamaica’’ and that there was
aleftist plot afoot to murder members

of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and -
" by expelling three of the Russian diplo- E
matic corps on ‘the grounds that they'

were KGB agents.

2)In late November, .-negrmatxons
between the Jamaican government and
the International Monetary Fund came
to a conclusion. In a return to the
pattern of the 1972-80 administration of

Michael Manley and his People’s
National Party (PNP), the IMF board
judged that Jamaica had failed to meet
its loan conditions over the past period,
and made devaluation of the Jamaican
dollar a condition for a new 15-month
loan. The devaluation announced No-
vember 23 was from an official exchange
rate of $1 Jamaican =56 cents U.S. to a
rate of $1 Jamaican =32 cents U.S.

This will raise the price of nearly all
goods, including food, and amounts to
an across-the-board pay cut of over 40
percent for all workers. The total effects
of the change are not immediate,
however, both because of the normal
delay in the market and because the
government plans to subsidizé the prices
of basic foodstuffs.

3) As the new IMF conditions' were
revealed, the opposition PNP, which
had eight seats in the 60-person parlia-
ment, called for Seaga to give up the job
of finance minister, which he holds in
addition to his jobs of prime minister,
defense minister and minister of culture.
Seaga used this call as an excuse to call a
snap election for December 15. The

" election was announced November 25

and nominations to'run as a candidate
had to be completed and ‘submitted by
November 29. Seaga wanted the election
to take place while the nght-wmg

devaluation Was felt.

He called the . elecuon despite a
promise to the PNP to wait until new-

 voter registration rolls were created. The
: list of 'voters now.is the same one used in
: 1980. People who have died or left the

country since then are still onit. Most
important, young people who have

‘becomie old enough to vote since,

then—and who are more likely to vote
PNP than JLP—are not. In 1980, the
election was postponed several times at
the insistence of the JLP, until new voter
registration lists were ready.

4) The PNP announced on November
29 that it would not run in the elections.
The main reason for the boycott,
according to PNP leader Manley, was
the JLP’s refusal to delay elections until
a new voter list and a new voter
identification system were drawn up.

Manley announced that party mem-
bers” will be chosen to represent each
constituency-and that the PNP will hold
monthly meetings in a Kingston hotel to
express its views and maintain a public
presenge.

5) On November 30, 54 JLP members
were declared elected to parliament
because no one was nominated to
oppose them. On December 15, elections

"were held in six constituencies where

minor party candidates had been
nominated to run against the JLP. Voter
turnout was about 45 percent of the

registered voters, half of what is normal .
in Jamaica. As expected, the.six JLP -

candidates won, and Jamaica now has a
one-party government. D

liberation forces make it wildly unlikely
that the Salvadorean Army could parti-
cipate in an invasion of Nicaragua.
Casualties now run about 100 a week
and desertions and non-re-enlistments
are several times that number. Many of
the troops trained in the U.S. or in
Honduras are now leaving the army by
one route or another. Loss of weapons is
also still running very high (they are sold
or leave with deserters). The military set-
backs have added fuel to a political crisis
within the ruling class. By the beginning
of December there was open talk in San
Salvador of a coup by right-wingers
against the right-center government the
U.S. has put together there. General
Jaime Abdul Gutiérrez and Roberto
D’Aubuisson were both mentioned as
possible coup leaders. Death squads
began killing prominent pro-U.S. mod-
erates and centrist political figures. Just
to maintain the status quo, the Reagan
administration began to denocunce the
right-wing death squads for the first
time.

Meanwhile, in Guatemala, the head of
the government, Brigadier General
Oscar Humberto Mejia, Victores, forced
four former president-generals to quit
the army so as to eliminate them as
potential rivals. But the recent murders
of four members of the United States
Agency for International Development
(USAID) and the Franciscan superior of
Antigua Guatemala by government
troops loyal to the far right now
make it politically difficult for Reagan
to resume large shipments of military
equipment to Victores. One of the
problems facing the U.S. in creating a
unified multi-national force to invade
Nicaragua is that Guatemala is armed
with Israeli weapons and adopted Israeli
advice in setting up its army, while the
other countries use U.S. equipment and
organization.

During the same period of time the
direct military pressure has eased off,
the Sandinista government has carried
out a series of measures seemingly aimed
at appeasing the U.S. The leaders of the
FMLN (Frente Farabundo Marti para
Liberacion Nacional—Farabundo Marti
National Liberation Front), the Salva-
dorean liberation coalition, were told to
move their headquarters out of Nicara-
gua. About 2,000 Cuban advisers also
left Nicaragua.in early December. At the
same time, censorship of the main oppo-
sition newspaper, La Prensa, has been
relaxed and the government has gone
out of its way to open a discussion with
sections of the Roman Catholic hier-
archy who have been critical of their
rule. In addition, an amnesty plan was
announced December 4 which would
allow members of the contra bands and
other exiles to return to Nicaragua.
Dates for elections are expected to be

. announced in January.

The Reagan administration, however,
has jndicated that while it is pleased at_
the Sandinista moves, it is not prepared

to discuss peace with the Nlcaraguan

government at thxs time.[J

Movmom in La AMordla.

To Our Readers

This lssue of the Torch/la Antorcha is dated
. December 15, 1983-February 15, 1984. We are skipping
our January 15 Issue because the RSL national office will
be moving to @ new location during the month of January.
_Readers will also note that we have reduced the size ;
of our English section of the paper this mpmﬁ foqllowior .
puﬂkﬂlonafan.-pago:podalwpplﬂmmonﬂn
_Ceniral American Revolution and the U.S. Solldarny
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. they attacked the Taylors,

. Michigan Taylors have jobs in
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Taylor
family fights
Alabama
racism

On November 27, a partial
victory was won by a Black
family charged with attempted
murder for resisting a night-
time invasion of their home by
Montgomery, Alabama, plain-
clothes cops. After a 13-day
trial, Worrie Taylor, 49,
remained free when a hung jury
caused a mistrial.

The charges against Worrie
Taylor stem from events last
February 27. Over 30 women,
men and children had gathered
in a Montgomery home for the
funeral of one of their family,
Mrs. Annie Bell Taylor. Chris-
topher Taylor, 21 years old, and
visiting from Michigan, was
outside the house when two
white’men pulled up, called -
‘‘Come here, n—--,”* and tried
to shove him into their car.

Christopher ran toward the
house. The two men followed

inside—but the two whites,
their guns drawn kicked ¢ open

them enough to preve an
shooting. The Taylors i unmez k
diately called the’ pohce £
The two invaders, however,
proved to be Montgomery
police officers Leslie Brown and
Edward B. Spivey. When the: -
uniformed police showed up,’

arrested 11 of them and beat
them in the city jail until they
had several confessions. - -

Besides Worrie Taylor,
Christopher Taylor also faces
attempted murder charges, as
does Elbert Taylor (who, like
Worrie Taylor, is from Warren,
Ohio), William J. Taylor Sr., 47
(of Pontiac, Michigan), and
Larry G. Hill, 28 (also from
Pontiac).

The police now say that they
originally stopped Christopher
because the “‘shiny new cars
with out-of-state plates in front
of their randown shack’’ led -
them to think the Taylor’s were
involved in drugs, gambling or
prostitution. Several of the

the auto industry, and several
Ohio Taylors have jobs in steel.
Worrie Taylor is accused not

“have recorded the Taylors® call

E confossnom were thrown out of

beatings was presented.

“Taylor will soon bg retried.

| workers”

continues

' on'strike against Southern Cali-

- supporting other stnking

.- workers and UAW workers

only of knifing Spivey, but of
shooting Brown. Brown was hit
in the chest and left hip as he
left the Taylor house by bullets
fired from a standard police
revolver. Apparently, one of the
uniformed cops mistook him in
the dark for a Taylor. .

Hundreds of Black people in
Montgomery have rallied to
support the Taylors and a local
defense committee has raised
over $40,000. On the other side,
Montgomery police have also
made the case a focus of
attention. Dozens of off-duty
cops and the deputy chief of
police attended Worrie Taylor’s
trial each day. Montgomery
Mayor Emory Folmar also
showed up.

The government’s case had
many obvious markings of -

Davis garment workers in Los Angeles joined with striking workers
from other unions in December 4 rally calling for joint struggle

against concessionary management demands.

perjury and fraud. The gun that
fired shots at Brown was “‘never
found”” by the police, two tape
recording machines that should |

to the police emergency number
reportedly ‘‘malfunctioned”
that night, and the first official
statement on the incident by
uniformed police
“‘disappeared.’”” The jailhouse

hen clear evidence of the

. Itis probable that Worrie

xtradl on to Alabama

ke

str

LOS ANGELES—On Sun-.
day, December 4, members of
the Intemanona.l Ladies Gar-
ment Workers Union (ILGWU)

fornia Davis Pleating Company
joined over 4,000 other union
workers at a rally against con-
cessions and givebacks as'part
'of Davis workers’ attempt to
build support for their:strike by

workers. This rally, called pnm»
arily to support UAW workers
on strike against the McDonnel-
Douglas Corporation, also drew
striking Greyhound workers,
striking Continema] pilots and

PATCO workers, postal

from other aerospace compa- J

M-

nies. The many speakers called
on workers to resist concessions
through united actions.
ILGWU organizer Cristina
Ramitez-Vazquez spoke for
many when she said, *“When the
boss says, ‘giveback, glveback,
giveback,” we say ‘strike!
strike! strike!”"’

This rally was just one of the
activities Davis workers have
‘participated in during their

‘three and a half month strike.

On Sunday, November 20, over
150 Davis strikers, workers
from other ILGWU shops,

‘Greyhound strikers and others

demonstrated against Davis
owner Eugene Davis at his
home in Brentwood, a wealthy
area of L.os'‘Angeles. Workers
chanted *‘No contract, no
work,”” ‘“The workers united

swillnever be defeated,”” and

$‘We're a lot and we will be
.more’’ (Somos un chingo y
seremos m4s), among many
militant chants. Some workers
brought an effigy of boss Davis
holding a whip and another
effigy of a woman garment
worker sewing at her machine to
farther dramatize how boss
Davis exploits workers.

Davis workers have been on
strike since August 10 when
Eugene Davis and co-owner
Lloyd Klein broke off contract
negotiations, demanding that
Davis workers take a 20 percent
pay cut, lose two weeks vaca-
tion and four holidays, give up
the seniority and cost of living
clauses in their contract and -
submit to forced overtime. The

- bosses also demanded the right

to subcontract work.

Since the strike began, Davis
workers and their supporters
have picketed daily at the Davis
factory. They have also set up
picket lines at many of the fac-
tories that send unfinished gar-
meénts to Davis for pleating.
Many of these picket lines have
been successful in-stopping un-
finished garments from being

sent to Davis. Plans are also
underway to send union
members to picket out-of-state
Davis suppliers.

Davis workers are not well
paid-—their average hourly
wage is $4.50-85. But that
didn’t stop bosses Klein and
Davis from trying to weaken
their union. Klein and Davis
saw how the government busted
the air traffic controllers’
union. They saw Continental
Ailrlines fire striking pilots and
flight attendants and get away
with it. They see how
Greyhound is trying to break a
strike by hiring scab drivers. So
Klein and Davis are trying
similar tactics in the Davis
strike. |

But Davis workers do not
intend to try and win alone. The
[LGWU has already asked for.
support from other labor and
community organizations.
Davis workers have taken part
in strike support rallies along
with UAW and Greyhound

~workers. This is the kind of

unity that is needed to force
bosses Klein and Davis to nego-
tiate a decent contract. If you
can help, call the union at (213)

29-1151.
629-1151 —Judy Garsen

Ohio
Chrysler
strikers win
gains

TWINSBURG, Ghio—Mem-
bers of UAW Local 122, Chrys-
ler Twinsburg Stamping plant
workers, ratified a local con+
tract after a six-day strike that
nearly shut down Chrysler
Corporation.

Under the new contract,
workers will get every third

weekend off, giving them relief
from the killing mandatory
overtime they have faced for the
last six months. In addition,
over 69 other issues were re-

" solved, including more janitors,

improved health and safety re-
strictions, some control over
job placement and changes in
the disciplinary procedures.

While the Twinsburg work-
ers claim they didn’t get all they
wanted, their strike forced
Chrysler to give concessions in a
period when they are trying to
take some—particularly on the
mandatory overtime issue.
Chrysler has instituted a policy
of forced overtime throughout
its plants. They don’t have to
pay extra money out for
benefits over 40 hours a week
and they are trying to force the
workers now employed to work
as many as 70 hours a week,
instead of calling some of the
thousands of laid-off UAW
members back to work. Any
kind of restriction on forced
overtime is a step forward for
autoworkers.

Despite what the news media
tried to portray, the Twins-
burg strikers were supported by
other Chrysler workers. Even
though many workers are vol-
unteering for overtime—none
want forced overtime. The
“‘new’’ Chrysler Corporation
instituted forced overtime along
with thousands of job elimi-
nations, stepped-up disciplinary
procedures and an absentee
policy that is barbaric accord-
ing to most Chrysler workers. -
Workers at Twinsburg blew
Chrysier “‘plans’’ to the wind
and were an inspiration to all
autoworkers. While we can be
sure that the corporation will
reorganize its production so
that they will not be threatened
like this again, Twinsburg
strikers showed that UAW
Chrysler workers can only be
pushed so far before they fight

| to defend their rights.

—Ronnie Lucas

Executions

x . -

On December 14, the govern-
ment of Louisiana murdered
Robert Wayne Williams in an
electric chair. On December 15,
the government of Georgia
killed John Smith. Earlier, on
November 30, the state of
Florida ended the life of Robert
Sullivan. There are now 1,268
prisoners on death row. There
were five executions in 1983;
over 40 are expected in 1984;
possibly over a hundred in 1985.
The U.S. is joining South Africa
and China as the world’s
leading executioners.

(Continued- from page I)

‘While the Amalgamated Transit Umon
(ATU) continued to hold mass rallies’in’
some locations, it opposed any mass
mobilization to stop the buses. And
while the AFL-CIO officially: ¢alled for
there is
evidence that AFL-CIO President Lane
Kirkland and his top assodates were

a Greyhound bus “boycott,

Greyhound...

anxious- to brmg a qmck end to “the

smke Ay a result: of
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the - combined .-

‘pressiire.of the Greyhound management
and the ‘labor- bureaucracy—and their
own reluctance to-mobilize for an all-out
fight ‘against the-company—on Decem-.
ber 4, 'ATU -negotiators ~accepted a.
contract proposal-that eliminated some
company demands but included the 7 8

--percent wage cut-and other cc
already rejected by the workers. Many
Greyhound workers opposed this..new
proposal but, with lack of support: from
their own union and the AFL-CIO as a
whole, concluded that -they had no
choice other than to vote itup. .,

Stories have appeared in the press
suggesting that both. ATU. officials-and
AFL-CIO leaders feared 4 long strike
would lead to “violence” that would

" provoke popular opposition to both the
- Greyhound strikers and the entire labor

ons. Mmov

t. But the events of the strike

hound

opened

workers’
hound. And it is precisely the weak-
kneed conservatism of the labor bureau-
cracy that is driving workers away from
the union movement asnd leading them -~
into defeat -after defcat.D .

show that labor. leaders who: use these
arguments are turning reality upside -
down to avoid fighting the capitalists. It
was precisely the militancy of the Grey-

strikers . that = inspired- .other

workers to*support their struggle and

the possibility of a mass
‘canipaign . to . defeat Grey-
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By WAYNE GORDON

““The Day Afier,”” ABC's TV movie”
about the horrors of nuclear war,
attracted around 100 million viewers.
Some 50 million stayed to watch the
following discussion by a panel of
“‘experts.”’

Not surprisingly, the show was de-
aounced beforehand by leaders of the
far right, such as William F. Buckiey,
Jerry Falwell and Phyllis Schlafly. The
Young Americans for Freedom picketed
ABC and the Moral Majority threat-
ened a boycott of the movie’s adver-
tisers.

The show was also demounced by
prominent conservatives who are not of
the far right. Henry Kissinger con-
demned it as
York Times pontificated:
argue that b in the i
tien of war cam breed pacifism, wﬁaﬁ«in
may only render desaocracies vulnerabie
and thus invite war.... Portraying
war s horrible. . .arouses widespread
fear, [but] there is no basis for believing
that frightened socleties behave wisely,
or even peaceably.’’ (11/22/83)

The attitude of
AFL-CIO bureaucracy was reflected in a
statement by Albert Shanker, president
of the American Federation of Teachers:’
““The Day After’...says that deter-
rence, a tough stamd by the West,

doesn’t prevent war--war COIRES amy- -

way, with nightmarish results.... It
comes as close as it can to saying tlmt the

efforts of the West to preserve demo-

cratic. freedoms lead to nuclear ‘war
. (New York. . Tipnes, !E/20/83)

These conservatives ebject to telling
U.S. citizens that deterrence—peace by
mutual threats of nuclear war—can end
up in the very war it is supposed to
prevent. Indeed, if people remember
that nothing is perfect and nothing lasts
forever, they might realize that deter-
rence must fail sooner or later, that
uniess there is disarmament there will be
a nuclear holocaust.

The conservative spokespeople do not
want peaple to realize that an exchange
of nuclear missiles would not be a
“war”’ like World War II, with one side
winning and even the !osing side rebuiid-
ing itself over-time. In a nuclear war,
there would be no winners and no re-
building; civilization would be destroyed
and all human life may be ended. If
enough people realized this, they might
stop supporting the military efforts of
U.S. capitalism. That is what the con-
servatives are afraid of and why they
opposed showing ‘“The Day After.”

Liberals want ‘arms control’
notdisarmament
ost of capitabista’s supporters did

not take this conservative line. ‘“The
Day After”” was widely reported on and

praised. After all,-ABC is a big corpo- -

ration-and its executives would not have
produced the film if they thought it was
against the interests: of the capitalist
system. ABC reflected the views of the
more or less liberal wing of the capitalist
class and its politicians. They are wor-
ried ‘about a slide toward nuclear war
under President Reagan. They do not
trust Reagan, who has -opposed every
arms control treaty negotiated by pre-

. vious administrations, and whose offi-
~cials have talked loosely about ‘“‘win-
" ning” nuclear wars. They are also upset
about the huge:federal budget deficit
created in large part by Ragap’s

the conservative .

‘“‘simplistic.”” 'The New . J
“One could -

U.S. troops In West Germany praciice v

outbreak of war.

burigls fu preparation fo
+ Rivalries between capitabist rulers could

|-

massive, miﬁmfy buildup. The deficit
threatens to destroy the recent economic
upturn: For such reasons, the liberals

i-want td “arouse the 'U.S. population*

about the dangers of nuclear extermina-
tion, -in order to put pressure on the
government.

While they do not want nuclear war,
the liberals do not call for disarmament.
The establishment liberals do not cail for
all nations to finda way to get rid of
nuclear and conventional weapons. On
the contrary, their program is ‘‘arms
control.”” The arms race is not supposed
to stop, but to be channeled into
“‘safer”” directions, agreed upon by both
sides. Deterrence by mutual terror is not
supposed to end, but to be made more
‘‘stable.”” Simce the early 1960s, the
Soviet Union and the United States have
made several ‘‘arms control”’ agree-
ments, such as the Test Ban Treaty and
SALT L In the same 20 years, the
number of nuclear warheads held by the
two superpowers has gone from about
2,000 to 40,000. Clearly, arms control is
not disarmament.

The program of arms control but not
disarmament was recently stated by
Robert McNamara, Secretary of *“‘De-
fense’” under Kennedy and Johnson:
“We live in 2 world of 40,000 muclear
warkeads. . . . Evea the most optimistic
arms negotiators would net believe that
this total conld be reduced by more than
50 percent in the mext 10 fo 15 years.
Therefore, we and our childrea and our
children’s childvez will be living in 2
waorld with tens of thousands of muclear

2 few hurdred of whick conld
destroy Western civilization for decades
16 come.

“Neithier side wanmts war with- the
other. But deterrence may fail. ... We
must act to redace that rkk” (News-
week 12/5/83)

£%7
Mch

d this on

the panel foJowmg ““The Day After.”” -

Other arms-control “‘experts,”’ such. as
G

= nuclear -

elists, three were the just mentioned
“experts’” (Kissinger and McNamara are
also war criminals whose bombings of
the~Vietnamese at least make them

experts in o murder). Gf these,
WicNamara was the liberal (he. advo-
cates a nuclear-frec zone in central

Europe, a U.S. promise not to strike
first with nuclear weapons, etc.).

The panel also included a far right
ideologue, William F. Buckley, and Elie
Wiesel, an authority on Nazi genocide.
Carl Sagan, the astronomer and TV lec-
turer on science, was the only panelist
who argued for disarmament. The
others ignored him as much as possible.

There were no panelists from the anti-
war movement. Representatives of the
Freeze organizations had sent a telcgram
to ABC declaring that *. . .in this his-
torically important discussion, we must
not limit debate and exclude points of
view like that of the Freeze Campaign.’’
They were ignored.

That ABC excluded representatives of
the disarmament movement, even of its
most moderate and popular wing (the
Freeze), had to be a deliberate decision.
They did not want to discuss disarma-
ment. Several times McNamara, Kissin-
ger, Scowcroft, and the moderator Ted
Koppel stated that disarmament was
impossible and only arms control was a
“‘réalistic’” goal. Koppel and others
pointed out. that even if the nations dis-
armed, there would still remain the
knowledge of how to make nuclear
weapons. Whenever international ten-
sions became too high, the governments
were sure to;rebuild the bombs.

After the TV movie, this point of view
was hasized by the capitalist media.
Time magazine, for example, declared:
‘“There is ome givem im the debate:
nuclesr weapons cannot be disinvented,
so ways mast be found (o ensure. that
they-are never used.” (12/5/83) News-
week commented: “Even with & will to

disarm, there may never be a way to do -

it pletely . . . . Nuclear arsepals cam-

Henry Ki and Li
Brent.Scowcroft, agreed with it. The very
composition of the panel reflected an

anti-disarmament program. Of six pan- .

not be climinated in the foreseeable
future. .. .” (12/5/83)
What a dammng %dlctmem of the

capitalist system! These leading spokes-
people for the U.S. establishment,
liberal and conservative, state that ¢
systexn cannot provide disarmament 2
world peace. As McNamara said: *“We
and our chil and our ildren’s
children wiil be living in 2 world wlth
tens of thoussnds of nuclenr weapons

.77 with no way Lui What maore
could revolutionary s ists say to cuti
demir world capitat

Capitalist system
brevds war

Revolutionary socialists agree that itis
the conflicts between the governments
which are the cause of the threat of war,
not the nuclear bombs. It is because of
the international conflicts  that 1he
; were built, and it will only L
possible to have worldwide disarmament
when we have a society without rivalry,
competition, domination and aggression
among nations. The apologiats for capi-
ld]l}ﬂ’ say that this is impossible. Cyn
Hy they tell us io accept a worii
systemn that threatens our exterminalion,
But we do not have to accept it. The
working people of the U.S. have no

159

e

interest in dominating the world or
thrcalcning to destroy other nations.
Je

g their lands. if

working people got rid of the capitalist
minority which rules the U.S. and the
state-capitalist bureaucracy which runs
the Soviet Union, together they could
create a free, cooperative, and demo-
cratic world systemn which had no need
for nuclear terror.

Because they are committed to the
capitalist system, the establishment lib-
erals oppose disarmament as much as
the conservatives. The liberals and
Democrats condemi Reagan’s militar-
ism, but they too intend to keep up the
arms race. That would be consistent
with recent history. The last Democratic
administration, under Jimmy Carter,
began the program of placing Cruise and
Pershing 2 missiles in Europe, began the
MX missile program, tried to begin
building the neutron bomb, set up the
present military juhta in El Salvador,
tried to get other Latin American
countries to invade Nicaragua, did
invade Iran, revived registration for the
draft, and boosted the entire military
budget. Reagan’s policies are merely an
extension of Carter’s.

Right now Carter’s vice president,
Walter Mondale, is running for presi-
dent as a ““peace candidate.” He claims
to be both for the Freeze amd for a
“‘strong military.”” Whatever he prom-
ises, if elected, he would continue the
military policies of Carter and Reagan.
Perhaps he will call McNamara back to
office in order to explain to the public
why disarmament is impossible.

The liberals, such as those responsi-
ble for ““The Day After,”” want to
arouse people about the dangers of
nuclear annibilation—to arouse them
enough so that they will put pressiire on
the government for arms control, but
not so much that they will go beyond the
limits of the conservative-liberal debate.
The conservatives are afraid that an
aroused people may realize that the
capitalist world system cannot provide
peace and disarmament. Revolutionary

- socialists try to persuade working people

that the only way to disarmament is for
the workers to disarm.and overthrow the
governments. D
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(Continued from page 1)

power. To forestall this, Gemayel was
promised additional military and eco-
>mic aid when he visited the U.S. on
ember 1. A “‘senior U.S. official”
reporters that the banese leader
was advised to demonstrate “‘self-confi-
dence’” by “moving troops into the un-
occupied and the occupied areas of the
country.”’ But Gemayel was warned that
the U.S. had ‘“‘no magic wand” to
achieve the withdrawal of Syrian troops
who have occupied parts of Lebanon for
years, and was advised to broaden his
regime by inviting some Lebanese oppo-
sition leaders presently altied with Syria
into his government.

These diplomatic and military actions
reveal both the strengths and weak-
nesses of 1.S. policy in Lebanon. The
U.S.—and Isracl—enjoy an enorinous
military superiority over the Syrian
government and its allies in Lebanon.
But they have been unable to translate
their military advantage into political
zains becanse of the weakness of the
Gemayel government and the political
inability (which may be temporary) of
the U.S. to step up its direct military in-
volvement in the couniry. The Reagan
administration cannot suppress the
Druse and other Muslim militias without
risking a long, drawn out Vietnam-type
guerrilla war that would provoke a
political uproar at home. And it cannot
attack Syria directly without risking a
war throughout the region and possible
Russian intervention. Nor can Reagan,
who boasts that ‘‘Our military forces are
back on their feet .and standing tall,”’
withdraw:from Lebafhon. without weak-
ening both the credibility of U.S.
imperialism and his own chances for re-
election.

As a result, the Syrian government
and its Lebanese allies have begn able to
hold out for a settlement on their own
terms and the war in Lebanon smolders
on”

Roots of the-
Lebanese conflict

To understand the present crisis in
Lebanon, it is necessary to know some-
thing of the country’s tangled history.

The conflict in Lebanon has its roots
in Western colonialist intervention in the
Middle East during World War 1. Before
the war began, the present-day states of
Lebanon, Syria, Israel and Jordan were
grouped together in- the Ottoman
Empire as the province of ‘‘Greater
Syria.” When the Ottoman Empire
sided with Germany during the war, the
French and British governments gained
Arab allies in the Middle East by prom-
ising independence for Syria.

But once the war was over, the British
and French imperialists divided ““Greater
Syria”’ between themselves. Britain took
over southern Syria, the territories that
later became the states of Israel and
Jordan. France took -over northern
Syria, present-day Syria and Lebanon.

After crushing a nationalist revolt in
1920, the French government sought to
safeguard their hold in the area by de-
stroying the unity of the Arab national-
ists and carving their colony up into
separate states. In August 1920, “the

French created ‘‘the State of the Great- -
er Lebanon.”” The center of this state. -

was the old Ottoman subprovince of Mt.
Lebanon, inhabited mainly by pro-
Western Maronite Christians. The new
state also included the largely Muslim

coastal cities of Beirut, Tyre, Sidon and
Tripot, as well as the Bekaa Valley and
present-day southern Lebanon. The
French goal was to include as much
territory as they could in the new state
while ensuring that the Christians, and
particularly the Maronites, would con-
stitute the majority of the population.

By the 1940s, the French com-
pelled 1o make concessions to a ance
of {.ebancse pationalists that included
both Christians and Muslims. In 1943,
these leaders agreed to divide up
political positions in the country accord-
ing to a 1932 censug; which counted six
Christians for every five Muslims in
Lebanon. In particular, the offices of
president and army chief of staff were
reserved for the Maronites, who were
then the largest single religicus group in
the country. The office of prime
minister was granted to the Sunni
Muslims, the second largest group, while
other sects got lesser posts. The
Lebanese parliament was also set up on
religious lines, with the Christians
guaranteed a majority of the seats. This
unwritten “‘national pact’’ endured after
Lebanon became independent following
World War II. With some modifica-
tions—notably, the division of parlia-
mentary seats equally between Christians
and Muslims after 1958—it has re-
mained the basis of the Lebanesc gov-
ernment ever since.

But this - pact failed to provide
national unity, stability or security for
Lebanon, which has been in a state of
turmoil ever since. To a degree, the
conﬂlct in Lebanon represents a struggle
between Muslims and Christians. Such
clashes arose mostly because the 1943
national pact no longer reflects the
actual balance between the variouns reli-
gious groupings in the country (see
box). For example, the Muslims, who
are now the majority of the Lebanese
population, are still denied access to top
governments posts. In particular, the
Shi’a Muslims, who have become the
largest single -religious group in the
country, can hold only relatively.minor
offices and are denied virtually any
political power at all. Meanwhile, the
Maronite Christian leaders refuse to give
up their monopoly of the tép govern-

-.mental offices or even to hold a census
that could become the basis for V'cassxgn- -

ing those posts. ~

In recognizing-the rehgxous | in
the Lebanese conflict, one should also
note that Lebanese political leaders,
both Christian and Muslim, have used
these divisions to further their- own
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political ambitions. The result is a form
of tribali

The leaders of the various clan-like
groupings stem from the various locali-
ties and religious communities that were
thrown together by the French imperial-
ists to assemble the state of Lebanon.
l hey were not united as a national rulmg
class before 1930, and have not, a
y exceptions, united as
Instead, each has scught
wn power as much as
possible while guarding his local author-
ity from rivals and the central govern-
ment.

These warlords have never hesitated
1o cross religious lines—or make war on
their co-religionists—whenever it suited
their interests to do so. Today, for
example, Sunni Muslim leaders serve in
Gemayel’s cabinet and support his gov-
ernmeni against an opposition coualition
that includes both Muslim and Christian
groups. Moreover, Gemayel’s Phalang-
ist Party gained control of the Maronite
Christian faction only by carrying out a
series of murderous attacks against rival
Maronite leaders.

On a broader level, the turmoil in
Lebanon zlsc involves a struggle be-
tween the anti-imperialist Lebanese
masses and the pro-Western sections of
the Lebanese kplmg class. A popular
struggle against Maronite rule devel-
oped in the 1950s. Like the coming to
power of Gamal Abdel Nasser in Egypt
in- 1952 and the radical nationalist coup
in Iraq in 1958, this was part of the anti-
imperialist movement that swept over
the Arab world following the conquest
of Palestine by Zionist settlers in 1948.

It is this anti-imperialist struggle that
explains the relations between the
Lebanese people and the Palestinians in
Lebanon. Thousands of Palestinians
fled into Lebanon in 1948.-They were
joined by another wave of refugees—
and the leaders and military forces of the
PLO—after the PLO was expelled from
Jordan in 1970. .

The majority of Lebanese Muslims,.
like the majority of people throughout
the Arab world, supported the Palestin-
ians and regarded the PLO as the leader
of the Arab struggle against Zionism.
Common  opposition. to- imperialism
eventually formed the basis for an

“alliance” between the Palestinians, the

Lebanese Muslims .and . leftist . groups
that included both Mushms and Chns—
tans. .

Finally, buried in the confusing
conflicts in Lebanon is the cla.ss struggle
—beétween the Lebanese capxtahsts and

PLA) forces defend
themselves nguingd
Eebanese rightists
durkng 1975 civil war.

landholders ¢ side and the
Lebanese work d peasants on ihe
other. Shi’a Muslim peasants from

southern Lebanon who were driven off
their fand and into the cities were among
the earliest allies of the PLO. At times,
Lebanese workers have also played a
critical role, organizing a general strike
in 1943 and major strike waves in 1958
and 1975. Sor
exploited the popularity of revolution-
ary ideas 1o try to place themselves at the
head of the workers. For example, the
Jumblat clan, leaders of the Druse
people in Lebanon, are also leaders of
an organization called the Progressive
Socialist Party.

Syria inter
in civil wa

In 1975, all the tensions within
Lebanese society exploded in a civil war,
pitting the Maronite rightists against the
PLO/Muslim/Ieftist alliance. In 1976,
when the leftist forces were on the verge
of winning, victory was snatched cut of
their hands by Syrian troops who
invaded the couniry. The Syrian inva-
sion*not only biocked the leftist victory
and prevented any fundamental reform
of Lebanese society, but also interna-
tionalized the Lebanese conflict, open-
ing the way for Western military inter-
vertion into Lebanon.

The Syrian invasion was prompted by
a realistic fear that a leftist victory in
Lebanon would spark similar anti-impe-
rialist revolts in Syria itself and through-
out the Arab world. The U.S. and Israeli
governments, as well as the conservative
Arab regimes, shared these fears and
supported the Syrian invasion.

The Syrian intervention destroyed any
hope of creating a2 unified Lebanon.
Syrian troops have remained in the
country since 1976, and occupy major
portions of eastern. and northern
Lebanon. The rest of the country is split
into patches of territory ruled by one or
another of the warring Lebanese fac-
tions.

All these factions have increasingly
relied on foreign support to defend
themselves and increase their power.

-The Phalangists, the most important of

the Maronite factions, formed a close
alliance with Israel. The Lebanese Mus-
lims, in turn, formed an alliance with
their former enemies, the Syrian rulers.
Thé Maronite-Istaeli bloc is supported
by the U.S., while the Muslim-Syrian
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“ anti- imperialist forces in Lebanon. One

alliance is supported by the Russian
governmeni

The Syrian invasion and the constant
warfare between rival Lebanese factions
since 1976 has also gravely weakened the

of the mai war was the
Lebanes tinian alilance. By 1981,
heavy fighting had broken out between
the PLO and Lebanese Muslim militias
in Beirut and southern Lebanon.
Moreo the chaus in Lebanocn all
but destroved the ability of the working
class 1o act as an independent political
force in the country. Many Iebanese
sought to survive either by, avoiding any
political entanglements, or were fore
to rely on whatever faction was stros
in their own neighborhoods to provide a
miiiinum of protection and siability.

vasion i

isracii
short of goals

As lLebanon disintegrated and the

Syrians buil! their influrece in Lebanon,
(he Israelis launched their own interven
tion in the unfortunate country. The

Isracii army first invaded Lebanon in
1978, but eventually bowed to interna-
ttonal pressure and withdrew. Then in
Tune 1982, iuraeli troops again marched
into Lebanon and advanced all the way

poal was first of all to
estroy the Palestinian fiberation move-
ent based i southern Lebanon, which
they feared as the main threat (o their
occupation of Palestine. Specifically,
the Israeli rulers wanted to drive the
£LO out of Lebanon, cripple its mmili-
iary strengih and murder its leadership.
This wouid, they hoped, destroy the
PLO’s credibility as a military and
diplomatic force in the Middle East.

The Israzelis also wanted to take
control of Lebanon itself by setting 1
client government led by their allies in
the Phalangist Party. They believed that
once a Lebanese government signed a
with Israel, other A
states would also abandon the Pal -
ian cause and make their own deals wuh
the Zionist regime.

While the invasion resulted in a re-
mundmg victory for the Israeli mil
i failed to accomplish its political goals.
The PLO was defeated and forced out of
southern Lebanon. Moreover, this de-
feat provoked a civil war withini the PLO
at is still going on and which has
gravely weakened the organization. But
despite these achievements, the Israelis
failed to crush the Palestinian liberation

Il

s or drive {hem oul of {ebanon.
Israclt  povernment was s
:mablc to establish an I'facli client sta
in Lebanon. Under Israeli guns, the
i(‘hanesr pmlmmcm did el(.u !iawm

N izu afice lh

as pre S
office, Gemayel was more interested in
sceuring his own power than in aiding

In particular, he refused to
sign w0 formal pesce treaty wilh Israel
because it would interfere with  hig
campaign {0 gain recognition for his
regime from the Arab rulers. Then afier
Bashir was assassinated, his brother
ivoked Lo 1.5 imperi 1, rather
w Israeli government, ¢ Ip him
gain effective control of his country.

the Israelis.

ain Imperd

U.5. falls to
settiement

Recent U.!5. military intervention in
Lebanon began in the afterma
Israeli invasion. 1he Reagan iinistra-
tion first sent in troops as part of a
“multinational force’ organized o
superwsc the evacuation. of the PLO
worarily
offshore afier the
evacuation, then re-entered the country
as a “‘peacekeeping force” after the
massacre of Palestinians by Israeli-
backed Phalangists at the Shatila and
Sabra refugee camps. In September
1983, Congress authorized Reagan to
keep U.S. forces in Lebanon for another

Kemal Jumblat, for
feader of 1
Juanblat family’s
illustrates tangled nature
of Lebanese politics.
Kemal was allied with

opposed ifie 1976 Syrinn
imvasion of Lebanon,

and was 2s!

magrderers.

8 months

The aduninistratic goals in feba-
non are defined by its oversll Middle
Last policy. In Lroad lerms, the U.S.
imperialists want Lo engineer an alliance
between thesnselves, | tsraeli govern.
nrend and u'mcrvauva: Avab rulers Uiat
couid secure U5, control over the whole
arca. This would involve suppressing
(mn imperialist revolis, conlaining Sya/
- influence and hes t
wenetration into the region. Bui
Reagan put forward a (ompn*hm‘.lw
proposal for an buperialist Middle Last
peace last fall, it was rejected by all
sides.

in the of thiy rejection, the

" Reagar adminisiration came to believe
that it they couid at least win a clear
diplomatic victory in Lebanon itself,
ihey would be able 1o convince both
Arab and lsracli rulers o negotiats a
settlement on U.S. terms. Like their
Zionist counterparts, the U

imperial-
ms wanted 1o install a strong, pro-
‘nment led by (he Phalang-
believed that the wey w0
achkeve this goal was to first get the
roops out of Lebanon, as this
would supposedly lead the Lebanese
Muslim to bacl the Gemayel
LOVErHmer his, 1o turn, would leave
the Syrian government without allies in
Lebanon and without any excuse for
keeping its own . troops inside the
ountry. F ly, by p ing that 1J.5.
plomacy could win concessions from
Israel, the Reagan administration would
encourage Arab rulers throughout the

Middle Hast 10 come to the bargaining
tat

3t this elaborsie scheme ook fitle
account of the realit of Lebanese
politics. Instead of winning a settiement
in Lebanon, U.S. imperialism has found

itseit veduced to scting as only one——al-
the a very powerful one —of many
eompum" lacuons in the Let ©

stalemate. 11s policies tuiled because:
1) Thc lelzmgisl leaders refused to
share 3 the various Muslim
it i their
ory.

2y lna Vs:xy 17 “smnizy accord” witl
the Gemayel regime, the fsraeli govern
ment apreed to il its troops out of
lebanon- il Syrian woops and
PLO Torces in Lebanon left at the same
Limc This pact, which also provide
a4 “‘security /une atong the israeli-
Iebanese border ited Lebenese aviny
operadons in soothern Lebunon, and
contained secret clauses on U.S. and
isracli “‘iniclligence owperations,”” was
rejected by the Syrian government and
Febanese Mushin ‘*dders

33 frolfowing this rej July the
fsraeli army withdrew from central
lebanon, where its troops were under
constant fire, and concentrated them in
souticin Lebanrn,  where ey @re
digging i for @ possible permanent
partition of the country. Once the
Inraclis withdrew from the central part
of the country, the Druse militia in the
Shuf moundabns dealt a crushing defeat
to the Phalangist militia and se
army, shifting the ce of power
within Lebanon in fav i the Muslim-
Syrian alliance.

These develo s have
administation o re
tactics it has been following in ch IO
for the past year. Tostesd of insisting on
the wuhdmwa' of st.ss,lh troops irom
govuﬁv it now
in and 1o cooperate
forces, as stipulated in thu

21

with U.S.
recently announced ““strategic accord.”
Reagan, who claimed in September 1982

ides in

that the Marines would take
the Lebanese civil war and v
“out by Christinss,”” today insists they
will remain in Lebanon until Leb
military forces “‘can sssume control over
their awn territory.”” But in st
U.S. roops would leave if € was @
““collapse of erder”’ in Lebanon, Reagan
is both pressuring the Geinayel regime (o
compromise with the Muslim leaders,

> "a face-saving escape

hatch . orts o ve an
imperialist settlement in Lebanon fall
apart completely.[]

by. the -relotions between dozeng

Lebanese political events are dominated ©
f

,mcdelgd aﬂer H!?ier Nazi Fmr?y, und
‘gi‘mst pw-Westem

Bl

different political -and’ ‘religiol
each-with its own leadeérs, terr:fory

militio.  While the :fsllowing ~list’ of
religious and polmccl actions'is fnr from
complete, it will prwj@ ith:s

 ful background information ‘on the major
Lebanese orgcmzahom and ewarsA

® Th. Mamin Chrisﬁa ’

The Mercn-
tod

2 group& Phe

ilon of ?m,

tion of 4
Druse are 6 key political force be
their mountain strongholds, their efficient
railitia, and their social unity.

isader of the Druse paople. In the 1970s,

@ populaticn, the
se of

12 total Lebe

The Jumblat family -is the heredmxry

sniblot altied with the'PLO against
tmg?sls in the. Laﬁanm ch war,
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Progra

LEAGUE is an organization dedicated

to the fight for freedom for all the
world's people—freedom from poverty and
hunger; from racism and all forms of
national, sexual, age and class-related
oppression; from privileged rulers and
wars-—freedom from capitaiism,

We believe that this fight is more
necessary than ever. Today, the world
capitalist system is sliding deeper and
deeper into a massive economic, political
and social crisis. This crisis is bringing
conditions as bad as or worse than the
Great Depression of the 1230s. In afl
countries, the ruling classes are responding
to the crisis by bludgeoning down the living
standards of the masses of people and
curtailing our rights. Unemployment and
wage-cutting, cutbacks in social services
and a beefing up of the repressive
apparatus—the palice, military, prisons,
etc——are all part of the capitalist attack. As
in the 1930s, the crisis is paving the way for
the rise of fascist groups eager to impose
their genocidal solution on humanity.

dnternationally, the crisis will cause
the battles among the different blocs of
national capitalists to flare into full-scale
wors, as each seeks to defend and increase
its power, markets, investmentoutlets and
conirol of natural resources against the
others. Twice already this century the
capitalists have fought devastating world
wars, in which millions of people died.
Now, with the development of huge nuclear
arsenals capable of blowing up the planet
hundreds ot times over, human civilization
itself hangs in the balance.

Thus the continued existence of the
capitalist system is pushing us closer every
day to depression, fascism, warld war and
possibly total destruction.

' The REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST

We in the RSL believe there i isan

farmers, peasants, unemployed national
and other oppressed minorities; youth,
women, lesbians and gay men—in sum, the
downtrodden and persecuted people of
every society—uniting together to over-
throw our common enemy, the capitalist
system, and establish SOCIALISM.

This will require a REVOLUTION in
which the masses of people fight to seize
control of the governments, banks, means
of transportation and communication,
factories, fields, mills and mines. A
revolution would also have to smash the
capitalists’ state apparatus: their police and
armed forces, thelfr courts and prisons, their
poluhcal bodies (legislatures, congresses,

part etc.) and h bureau-
cracies, and other institutions of capitalist
class rule.

While such revolutions are most
likely to develop on a national basis, we
believe that to be successful they must
become worldwide in scope. Capitalism is
an international system, with a world
economy and a world market. Only through
an international socialist revolution con the
workers and their allies eliminate alt
capitalist oppression and have access to the
human, natural and technical resources

%
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necessary to solve the problems
confronting human society.

. the RSL beli working

and oppresud people can build a
cooperative, humane world society. Run by
workers’ councils and other mass organize-
tions of farmers, woman, soldiers and
specially oppressed groups, the new
society would provide the fullest
democracy for the vast majority of people,
while ruthlessly suppressing the capitalists
and those who seek to get ahead by
stepping on 1he backs of others.

Although the destructive legacy of
capitalism would be severe, a truly
democratic, mass-controlled government
could begin to reorganize sagiety to fulfili
human needs, not provide a privileged
existence for tiny elites. Resources cu:-
rently thrown into the military, for
example, could be used to end hunger,
build housing, schools, roads, etc. The
workweek could be shortened, creating
jobs for millions of unemployed people.

in ways such as these, the inequality
and scarcity that lie at the heart of capital-
ism’s dog-eat-dog competitiveness could be
eliminated. People would increasingly have
no reason 1o get over on others, and the
material basis of classes, the state, racism,
sexism and anti-gay bigotry would
disappear. Increasingly, everyone would
have the time and opportunity fo develop
their full human potential; everyone would
become truly FREE, able to control thair
own destinies.

This is our vision of SOCIALISM. It
will not be easy to achieve. And it iz not
mevitoble—~pnoplp have to want it and
fight for it. But we believe it is the only
alternative worth fighting for.

Socialism does not exist anywhere in

the world today. What is called

“ socialism in countrius like Russia,
Ching, Cubg, Albania, Poland, etc., is state
capitalism, a 20thcentury variation of
traditional, private shareholding
capitalism. In the state-capitalist (often
called Stalinist) countries, as in the
“regular” capitalist nations, a small elite
dominates society, making all the decisions
ond reaping all the benefits. Working and
oppressed people have'no more control of
the factories and other workplaces, the
economy, the government or anything else
than do workers in traditional capitalist
countries. The state-capitalist ruling class
controls the state apparatus and
nationalized industry, while the workers
are in the position of being wage slaves,
chained to a giont capitalist machine.

In these countries—as in ol the
countries of the world—REVOLUTIOHN is the
only way to establish redl socialism and win
freedom for all working and oppressed

people.

At-a time when the struggle
between the world’s two main impericlist
powers, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R., is being
portrayed wrongly as one between
capitalism and socialism, d acy and
totalitarianism, the RSL believes it is more
important than ever to take a clear stand in
opposition to capitalism in all its forms and

3 in place of the dictatorship of the
sl
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" victory. But without them, the more-

1o fight for a revolutionary, libertarian

vision of socialism.
5 capitalist crisis intensifies, we
expect moss movements and mass
struggles-—both of the right and the left
to break out with increasing frequency
arcund the world. The question is: Will
these upheovals lead 1o fascist diciator-
ships, state-capitalist transformations, a
new world war—or an infernational
socialist revolution that puts all the capital-
-ist garbage behind us?

The RSL believes that the last
outcome can be brought to pass only with
the active intervention and political leader-
ship of a disciplined international revolu:
tionary working class party. This party, and
its sections in countries oround the world, is
needed to educate and organize workers
and other oppressed people about the
cause of their misery and the solution to it;
to work in different movemenis and
struggles 1o increase the ¢ conscious-
ness and militancy of thelr participants; to
combat reformist, sociol-democratic, state-
capitalist, fascist and other leaderships that
would derail mass, popular struggles and
lead them to certain defeat; and to help
unite the ditlerent forces oppressed by
capitalism into a mossive assault on the
system.

The existence of revolutionary
working class purtios dees not guarantee

in the coming periad, as the

organized and powesful enemies of
socialist revolution will surely triumph.

The RSL considers the construction of
arevolutionary party in the U.5. and around
the wortd to be our main strategic task. in
so doing, we reject any and all elitist
notiens that have come to be associated
with such parties: that the party stands
separate from and above the working
clgss; that the party may use any method,
no matter bow base or dishonest, to gain
leadership of the masses in siruggle; that
its goal is to form a one-party state within a
supposedly socialist society. Our goal is a
society where human beings can
consciously shape their own existence; we
see a revolutionary party simply as the
vehicle through which this can be made

possible.
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D FOR

in Brief of the Revolutionary Socialist League

As an organization bosed in the U.S.,
é it is our special task to fight U.S.

imperialism’s domination and
exploitation of the peoples of the world,
and to support working and oppressed
peoplé of ali countries in their struggles for
self-determination and freedom. We stand
for the ir diate and unconditi b irde-
pendence of alt U.5. colonial holdings:
Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islonds and the
islands of the Pacific. We also demand the
immediate withdrawal of U.S. troops and
military installations in the Caribbean,
Central and South America, Asio, Europe,
Africa, the Middle East  everywhere.
Within the U.S. we support the righi to self-
determination-for Native Americans,
Blacks, Latinos of the Southwest, and other

oppressed groups.
7 tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and

Trotsky, particularly the pioneering
theoretical work of Marx and Engels; the
conception of the party, the stress on the
importance of national liberation siruggles
and the anti-statism shown in The State and
Revolution of Lenin; and the fight againsi
Stalinism of Trotsky. But we also identify
with the best of anarchism, particularly its
tibertarian spirit. And we hold in no lesy
regard those leaders throughout the ages
who have fought against various forms of
exploitation and oppression: from
Spartacus fo Herriet Tubman, from Emiliono
Zapata to Malcolm X.

We believe it is crucial for the left to
rid itself of the state-capitalist baggage
which it has carried for far too long. To do
so requires a careful evaluation of the
theoretical underpinnings of the moders
left, from Marx to the Russian Revolution fo
the current day. Only in this way can the
bast of our heritage-—the fight against
oppression and for revo!uﬁonnry socialism

preserved and the worst of it--an
infatuation with technocratic planning and
strong states-—be discarded.
Revolutionaries must be the vanguard in
the fight for common decency and true
freedom. It is to that fight the RSL is
commiitted, body and soul. Join us!

The RSL identifies itself in the
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