ple throughout the world

shocked and angered by

The Reagan administration is
stumbling toward full-scale
military intervention in Leba-
non. In recent weeks, the shaky
“‘peace settlement’* worked-out
after the Israeli invasion of
Lebanon last.year has all but
collapsed. Heavy fighting has
broken out in the Shuf moun-
tain region, east of Beirut,. be-
tween Druse Muslims who have
lived there for centuries and
ultra-rightist Phalangist gangs,
backed by Lebanese army
troops, that are trymg to gain
control of the region. In the
‘course of these battles, four
U.S. Marines participating in a
multinational *‘peacekeeping
force’” around Beirut were
killed and 28 others wounded.
Other contingents in the 5,400-
member force have also suf-
fered casualties.

ie th
\IUICO

The Reagan administration
has responded to the crisis in
Lebanon by significantly esca-
lating the U.S. military presence

-strates the failure of the Zion-

ist government to achieve its
aims in Lebanon. The imme-
diate goal of the invasion was to

in the region—The -administra-—wipe - out-the bases of the

tion has sent another 1,900
Marines to reinforce the 2,000
U.S. trcops already in the mul-
tinational - force. It has also
ordered the battleship New
Jersey, the aircraft carrier
Dwight D. " Eisenhower, the
assault ship Tarawa and.other
ships into position off Beirut.
And it has authorized Marine
commanders to order naval air
and artillery strikes against- the
Druse forces, fiot only for “‘self-
defense,” but alse in support of
Lebanese army operatlons
against the Druse.

The deferiorating s"uauon in
Lebanon stems directly from
the Israeli invasion, and demon-

Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion (PLO), and thus to destroy
its credibility as an independent
military. and political force in
the Middle East. Then-prime
minister Menachem Begin’s re-
gime also wanted to secure
Israeli comtrol over Lebanon
itself by setting up a pro-West-
ern government led by the Pha-
!angists. .

-The Zionist war machine was
able to defeat“the PLC and ‘its,
Lebanese allies and install Pha-

langist leader Bashir Gemayel in |
power. (The. current Lebanese .’
president, Amin Gemayel, took"

power after his .brother was

(f‘ontmued o page 5)
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Stalin’s genocide
against the
Ukrainian nation

Dear Torch,

This year the Ukrainian com-
suanities  of the USA  and
Canada are commemorating the
1932-33 artificial famine in the
Ukraine. Fifty years ago, the
imperialist state of “Commun-
ist” Russia, ruled by Joseph
Stalin, committed genocide
against the Ukrainian nation.

The Ukraine s a large
coudry to the south of Russm
1 a population today of 49
ion. Officially it is a ‘‘re-
public™ in the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics, but actually
the USSR is an empire domi-
nated by the Russian state,

In the early '30s, Stalin
decided to attack the Ukrainian
people for several reasons. They
: mostly peasants and were
uot cooperating with his drive
to force them into collective
farms. Also their Ukrainian na-
tionalism resisted his bun]dmg a
centralized Russian-run state
capitalism. (In this, Stalin was
reversing Lenin’s policy of en-
couraging Ukrainian national
consciousness.) Finally, he
needed grain to trade with the
Western capitalists.

The Stalinist state banned all
sales of food on the open
market in the Ukraine. pr
vided rations at starvation levels’
—and thosé“only for niembers
of collective farms—and:set un-
realistically high quotas for the
collective farms to produce.
When they couldn’t meet their
quotas, all their food was taken
from the peasants, including
seeds for future planting. Those
who resisted were sent to con-
centration camps.

The result was a human-made
famine, including cannibalism.
Some seven million peasants
died. Furthermore, the policies
of forced collectivization of
peasants and the suppression of

non-Russian peoples were not
limited to the Ukraine. The
reliable historian Robert Con-
quest believes that, from 1929
to 1937, the total death toll
throughout the Soviet Union
‘. . .must have been aronnd 14
million, including severa! mil-
lion children. This figure used
to be considered (evem by
myself) a ‘high’ ome, but the
evidence seems  irresistible.’’
{“‘Progress Report,” Ukeginian
Weekly, 3/20/83.)

It is unfortunate, but not sur-
prising, that most of the North
Anerican Ukrainian commusn
ity has rejected socialism in
favor of Western capitalism. It
will be impossible to persuade
Ukrainians, or any other work-
ing people in the U.S., of
socialism, unlesy the revolution-
ary left completely opposes
Russian state capitalism.

Wayne Gordon
New York

,On Harold

Washington

Dear Torch/La Antorcha,

T am writing to you to express
my feelings about Harold
Washington’s recent election to

the mayor of Chicago.

I don’t think that his victory
is going to mean one damn
difference in the lives of ordin-
ary people, poor, Black and
white working class people as
William Falk said in a recent
Torch/La Antorcha article.

I do think that revolutionary
socialists should solidarize our-
selves with why Black and white
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people feel that by vofing for
hlm hc will somehow make their

racist outburst by some
white people during the can-
paign was met with increased
determination by Black and
white people to elect Harold
Washington but more impor-
tantly was met with the desire to
end racist oppression.
Revolutionaries should say
that Harold Washington will
not end racist oppression, that
Black and white people must
organize a strong, united mili
tant and revolutionary move-
ment that can take on racist
white people, the Klan and the
Nazis and begin to build a world
that doesn’t allow racist, sexist
or any other kind of oppression.
| B
Ol

Anti-gay
raid in
Mexico

Dear Comrades:

‘The purpose of this fctter is to
protest police assaults against
gay people in Guadalajara,
Jalisco, Mexico.

On the night of July 23, a
private party bheld in the pgay
community of Guadalajara was
invaded by dozens of police-
men, some in a state of drunk-
enness. Very violent and briand-
ishing machine guns, they car-
ried out one of the biggest raids
in recent vyears. First they
demanded 1,000 pesos per

* On the weekend of September 30-
the RSL will be
holding its 10th Anniversary Conven-
| tion at a retreat in New Jersey.

Our convention agenda includes

| four main sessions. On Saturday morn-
ing, we will be discussing a resolution
on RSL Tasks and Perspectives for the.

i coming period. This agenda item will
include a discussion of the international

§ cconomic and political situation, the
¢ U.S. political/economic scene, the state
[l of various social movements and the
- orgamzed left and the tasks of the RSL

October 2, 1983,

in this context.

person from all those present at
the party ‘‘to withdraw.”” Then,
in spite of having collected a
targe sum by their blackmail,
they decided to take more than
250 lesbians and gay men to jail
on various phony charges. In
addition, some people were
stripped of valuable objects,
and the cars of those at the
party were impounded. Some
people stayed in jail up to three
days, since a fine of 2,000 pesos
per person had to be paid to be
released. Another 2,000 pesos
was demanded from the car
owners to get their vehicles
back.

The government functionar-
ies, not content with having per-
manently closed all gay bars in
Guadalajara, have now lined
their pockets with about one
million pesos by persecuting
homosexuals.

it makes us angry to see that
such repression still happens in
this day and age. In Mexico
there is a long history of this
type of police violence against
gay people.

I (one of those writing)
remember some events of 20
years ago in Torredn, Coahuila,
Mexico, which make me
ashamed and angry just to
speak of them. When the police
used to see a transvestite or drag
queen walking in the sireet
wearing makeup, they would
entrap her and throw her in jail
for the simple fact of being a
“rare type.”’ Later the police
would collect a big fine to let
her go free, and “‘toc bad for
them’” if they didn’t have it to
pay. Because after a few days
they would be taken out in the
early’ morning hours to
“work,”" sweeping the streets
and picking up garbage, still
dressed and made up, so that
everyone, including their fami-

lies and friends, could see them
and make fun of them.

I, as a gay person, per-
sonally suffered such repres-
ston. Once, when 1 was 19 years
old, T was in a bar in Torreén
called ““Mi Ranchito,” when
four cops came in and, very
violent and arrogant, demanded
money from the owner of the
establishment in order to give
‘“protection”” to his customers.
And when this was refused, they
blocked the door, fetting no one
out. Then they brought the
paddy wagon and began to
mistreat everyone who was in
the bar and took us to jail,
treating us like criminals for the
simple fact of being homosex-
uals. This was 20 years ago, and
to this day things continue the
same way.
us angry. Aad it also gives us
the strength to continue fighting
for our liberation.

For those who read this, we
urge you to join the struggle if
you have nol yet dowe so.
Organize yourselves, for ‘‘you
may be next.”” Please send
letters of protest to: Goberna-
dor Enrigue Alvarez del Casti-
Ho, Palacio de Gobierno Esta-
tal, Guadalajora, Jal., Mexico.
And letters of solidarity to:
GOHL (Grupo Orgullo Homo-
sexuales de Liberacién -—Gay
Pride Liberation Group), Apdo.
Postal  1-1693," Guadaiajara,
Jal., Mexico.

The specifics of the Guadala-
jara raid were taken from a
letter that appeared in the
bulletin ;¥ QUE?, #2, of the
Grupo Liberalista (gay men and
lesbians) of Tijuana, B.C.

Addn Luna
Jesst Harp
Los Angeles

-~ Translated from the
Spanish by AL

SL #o Hold
Tenth Anniversyyg
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the major political points included in
our forthcoming book on this topic.
Finally, we will conclude on Sunday ¢
afternoon with an educational talk on
the history and character of anarchism |
as a political trend.

In addition to the political discus-
sions, we will be having a party on
Saturday night. On Friday night, we
will be having an evening of interna-
tional solidarity, which will include a§
short talk and a question and answer
session led by a delegation from the
RSL’s sister organization, the Revolu- &

tionary Marxist League of Jamaica, g

On Saturday afternoon, we will be West Indies.

discussing a resolution on the character
of the current revolts against U.S.
imperialism and for national liberation

&

Readers of the Torch who are
interested in attending should contact
the RSL National Office-or their local

taking place ‘in Central America. /{{SL branch for further details.

. Sunday morning’s convention session’

Due to the convention, we will not

= will fake up ““Theses on the Russian be publishing the October 15-Novem-

Revolutlon, State Capitalism, Trotsky- ber 14 issue of the Torch/La Antorcha. [
| ism and the Fourth International.” Normal publication will resume w1th
[ This document is a summarlzanon of* the November 15 issue. :

That’s what makes .

. s
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By PAUL BENJAMIN

Several small copper mining towns in
southern Arizona have become battle-
fields in one of the most militant union
struggles to take place in this country in
several years. Since July 1, over 2,300
workers from 13 different unions have
been on strike against the Phelps Dodge
Corporation, the second largest copper
producer in the U.S.

The Phelps Dodge Corporation has a
long and often-brutal history of union-
busting campaigns. In July 1917, armed
vigilantes organized by the company
forcibly transported over 1,200 strikers
into the desert and abandoned them
there without food or water in what
became known as the “Bisbee Deporti-
tion.”’

In the 1920s, Phelps Dodge and other
mining companies clamped what one
historian called a ‘“‘copper collar”’ over
the political and economic life of
Arizona, gaining domination of both
major political parties and ensuring that
state and local governments and courts

were loyal to their interests. It was not
until 1946—after a 107-day strike—
that Phelps Dodge workers were finally
able to win their first union contract.
Since then, nearly every contract round
has been a major battle, with strikes
taking place every three years since 1968.

Although their unions give Phelps
Dodge workers some protection at the
workplace, the company maintains
absolute control over small mining
towns such as Morenci, 'Douglas and
Ajo, where most of its employees live. In
Morenci, for example, Phelps Dodge
owns most of the houses and provides
the town’s electricity and water. It also
controls the local banks. As one news-
paper_reporter put it, ‘Phelps Dodge
owns everything in Morenci but the
highway.”

The company has tried to use its
control over Morenci and other towns to

buy the loyalty of its workers. It

provided cheap rents, easy credit, and
even free home repairs. All these services
were intended to convince workers that
they had- nothing to fear from a
company that was “one big happy
family.””

But when copper prices—and industry
profits—plunged in 1982, Phelps
Dodge’s company towns became com-
pany prisons. Phelps Dodge shut down
operations for over six months in 1982,
putting two-thirds of Morenci’s workers
on the streets. When the mines were
reopened this vear, the workforce was
reduced by 30 percent, while those
workers who were called back were
often forced to work I6-hour days.
Meanwhile, the hundreds of workers
who remained on layoff were denied
credit for food and other essentials a
the company store.

I"hese actions were only the beginning
of the company’s offensive. Last spring
a coalition of unjons that represent
PPhelps Dodge workers, including th
United Steelworkers of America and the
International Association of Machinists,

signed a new contract with Kennecott,

the industry’s largest company, that
included a wage freeze and other con-
cessions. The Kennecott contract usually
sets the paitern for the entire industry,

But this year, the givebacks exacted by

Kennecott weren’t enough for Phelps
Dodge. Instead, the company demanded
actual wage cuts, elimination of COLA
payments and other takeaways.

The strike that followed has been one
of the bitterest conflicts in the state’s

history. Instead of shutting down opera-

tions when the strike began, as it had
done in the past, Phelps Dodge sought
to_break the strike by keeping its mines
and smelters open and operating them
with supervisors, non-union workers
and imported scabs.

On July 5, the company got the first
of a series of court injunctions limiting
union picketing, and threatened to cut
off water and electricity to strikers’
homes. That night a railroad bridge-
partiaily owned by Phelps Dodge was set
afire. Then on July 9 the compamy
announced it~
laid-off union workers to replace “the
strikers. Two days later a second bridge"
went up in flames.

On August 5, Phelps -Dodge an-
nounced it would begin hiring non-union
workers as permanent replacements for-
the strikers. When workers found out
that the company was trying to kick

them out of their jobs for good, they
went Lo war. On August 7 and 8, hun-
dreds of workers massed outside the
Morenci mine cotrance, forcing the
company to hire helicoplers to bring
food and bedding 10 the scabs barri-
caded inside. Workeys wsed the same
tactics al the company’s employment
office, forcing it 1o close after a few
hours. And on August 2, over 1,000
strikers, armed with bats, clubs and
rocks, massed outside the Morenci mine
gates vowing to crash through and
occupy the site. Similar actions, on
smaller scales, also took place at other
covpany sites around Douglas and Ajo
Faced with the prospect of full-scale
win i Morenci, Arizona Governor
E Habbitt (Dem.) went into a huddic
ith company and union officials. Just
5 minutes before the noon deadline set
by the strikers, Phelps Dodge represen-
tatives agreed to shut down the mine—
for the first time since the strike began—
for a 10-day “‘cooling off period.”
However, during this “‘cooling off
period,”” union leaders did nothing to

In Ajo, Arlzons,
striking Phelps
Dodge workers
and their chitdren
confront scabs
crossing their
picket line.

press the initiative handed to them by
the militancy of the strikers, while the
company and its allies in the business
community and the government re-
grouped their forces and worked out
plans to keep the mines open when the
truce expired.

Followmg the Augist 9 confronta-
tion, major state newspapers began a
campaign to turn public opinion against
the strikers by letting out a collective
howl! against “‘mob rule”” in Morenci.
The National Right-to-Work Committee
even bused hundreds of scabs to
Phoenix, the state capital, to demand
that Governor Babbitt mobilize the
National Guard against the workers.

Babbitt himself needed no such urg-
ing. After arranging the ‘‘cooling off
period,”” he declared a secret ‘‘state of
emergency’’—allowing him to lay hold
of a $250,000 strike-breaking bankroll.
Undercover agents from the state’s
Criminal Intelligence Systems Agency
were ordered into Morenci, Ajo and
Douglas to seek out evidence of a ““deep-
rooted criminal conspiracy.”” The gov-

. ernor also consulted with law enforce-

ment officials from all over the state

over how 1o stop any effort by strikers to
take over the mines.

By the time Phelps Dodge resumed
operations on August 20, an army of
over 700 state police and National
Guardsmen were deployed at Moreaci to
protect “law and order,”” bs und
company property. Sharpshoot WEre
posted on hillsides above the plant
entrance, while helicopters  patroiled
overhead.

Confronted by this show of force, the
strikers could do little to prevent scabs
from crossing their picket lines. Bab-
bitt’y intervention had enabled Phelps
Podpe wo regain the initiative.
ust 20, the company and the
nment have been carrying out
ipaign of intimidation against the
‘11!!\1 rs. At least 170 workers have been
fired for “misconduct on the picket
line.”” On September 3, Phelps Dodge
announced it planned to evict all the
strikers from their homes—over 100
have already been evicted. Sheriff’s
deputies, armed with shotguns, have
rounded up at least 35 strikers, with
more arrests expected. Children return-
ing to school in Morenci-—where a com
pany foreman heads the school board—
have been warned that any student who
uses the word ‘‘scab,”” or even talks
about the strike, will be suspended.

Whilet events have admittedly de-
moralized me  workers, the great
majority determined to continue
their struggle. Workers around the state
have bepun to rally behind the strikers.
On Labor -September 5--2,500

s marched in solidarity with the
Ph )Ups Dodge workers in Tucson.
Workers have also donated thousands of
dollars for an emergency strike fund.

RHHREYE

e -~

Lessons of the
Phelps Dodge struggle

The courage and determination the
Phelps Dodge strikers have shown has
been inspiring. Unfortunately, however,
the events of the strike to date also
reflect many of the problems that
workers will face as they begin to resist
the takeback demands of their own
employers.

On the most general level, the strike
shows that the corporate/government
offensive against working people is
continuing despite the shallow, limited
economic recovery that is currently
taking place. Many industries—like the
copper industry—remain mired in eco-
nomic recession. The soldtion to these
woes, from the capitalists’ point of view,
is to cut workers’ wages and weaken
their unions so that even harsher attacks
can be -carried out in the future.

Workers cannot defeat these attacks
by relying only on the strike tactics
unions have generally used since the
1950s. As long -as the U.S.-economy

prospered, most strikes were relatively .

(Continued on page 13)
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Billions
spent to
cut food
production

The U.S. government is
paying over $12 billion this fall
to farmers and large landown-
ers who agreed not to grow food
this past summer. As a resuit of
the Payment-in-Kind (PIK) pro-
gram, over 82 million acres, or
128,000 square miles, is barren
this harvest. This includes 19
million acres of winter wheat
that was in the ground and
growing when the PIK program
was made law and then
destroyed so that the owners
could collect payments. It also
includes 39 million acres of corn
and grain sorghum and 1.7~
million acres of rice.

The total area not planted is
roughly equivalent to the
combined areas of Iowa, lilinois
and half of Indiana, or one and

Jamaica, Haiti, the Dominican

Foe e s ws

DEATH ¥

" AS WE GO TO PRESS—A
major victory has been wnn in

Ll(:ll_l

wing military government.

Noiification of the airline’s

decision came to the Echo Park

the si th i

Mexicana Airlines’
tion in the = deportation of
Salvaderean refugees by the
U.S. government.

pnrllclpa- (

On Septem- the group

Los Angeles) chapter of CIS-

" PES (Commitfee in Solidarity
with the People of kI Salvador),

that initiated the

c

ber 16, Ruth Shari, the public
relations director for the airline,
announced that Mexicana would .
no longer carry the refugees—
who face almost certain arrest,

Mexicana.
was made the day before a large
profest against Mexicana had
‘been scheduled to take place in

¢ L o (-4
The announcement

torture and even death at the
hands of El Salvador’s right-

Los Angeles. K also came
shortly after Uno Mas Uno, a

major Mexico City daily, had
indicated that it was planning a
feature article om Mexicana
Airlines’ role in the deportation
-death flights.

The successful campaign
against Mexicana followed a
similarly successful effort
against Western Airlines. Last
September, Western—then the
sole carrier of deported Salva-
dorean refugees—halted - its
death flights after nine months
of protest by CISPES activists.
A month later, on October 1
Pan American World Airways
announced that it was following
Western’s lead and would refuse
INS requests to carry deported
Salvadoreans.

According to Franz Martin,
an organizer for the Echo Park
CISPES chapter, there is good
reason to believe that Taca, the
Salvadoresn  national  alcline,
may become the new carrier for
the deportation flights. The
Fcho Park chapter has been
monitoring Taca’s activities and
iy prepnred {o launch 2 protest
. inst Taca, should
it become the new death flight
carrier.[ !

Republic and Puerto RlCO
combined!

In another farm program, the
government buys milk to keep
the price up—which of course
limits the amount of milk pro-

- ducts people can buy and-per-
petuates the surplus. T}
ernment is currently st
million pounds of butt
876 xmlllon pounds o

Congrcssnonal Budget Office
B veri

is now dlstnbutmg only 30
million pounds-a-month because
sales of American cheese .
dropped 15 percent in the first
quarter of 1983. Meanwhile,
millions of people, in the U.S.
and around the world, go
hungry.

Gov'tstudy
confirms
poor are
Reagan’s
victims

A recent government study
confirmed what many people
had already concluded: The
budget cuts proposed by
Reagan and passed by Congress
in the last two years have hurt

the poor more than they hurt
the wealthy.The study, by the

by $430 and $470 it
d 1985. For house-
with incomes between
$10;000 and $20,000, the
average cutis'$110 this year and
$300 and $360 in the next two
years. In contrast, for house-
holds with incomes between
$20,000 and $40,000, the cuts
are only $40 this year and $170

*| and $180in ’84 and *85. And

for households with incomes
between $40,000 and $80,000,
the cuts are only $40 in ’83,
$140in’84 and $160in°85.  _

A spokesman for the Office
of Management and the Budget,
an agency that does much of the
same work as the CBO but
reports to the president instead
of Congress, said it ‘““had no
reason to dispute the CBO
figures.””

_Overall, the CBO said, the
Reagan-inspired cutbacks in
spending on domestic programs
will total $110 billion in the
years 1982-85;-while military -

_spending in the same period will

increase by $90 billion.
—WF

Two Brink’s
trials end

As we go 1o press, two trials
stemming from the October
1981 attcmpt to capture a
Brink’s armiored truck in Rock-
land County, New York, have
_just ended. Elgvcn pegplc,

embers of the Black

support groups with origins in
the student movement of the
1960s, were charged with being
a part of the robbery and the
subsequent getaway attempt.
During the incident, one Brink’s
guard and two Nyack, NY,
policemen were killed.

In the first trial, before a U.S.
District Court, six persons were
accused of violating federal
racketeering laws in planning
and carrying out the Brink’s
holdup, several other robberies,
and the 1979 escape from jail of
BLA leader Assata Shakur. A
defense that combined
attacking the credibility of the
prosecution’s case (which
featured the testimony of sev-

.| eral former close comrades-in-

arms of the defendants) and
presenting the political views
and motivations of the accused

-} succeeded in winning a partial

Yictory in court.

__On September 3, the jury
returned guilty verdicts on only
eight of the 30 charges against
the six defendants. Two of the

—EVENTS

America! For more info on.
this demonstration - being

planned, call (213) 385-6029.

LOS ANGELES
September 17—C
ate the -Beirut Massacre! _

Demonstrate, and -rally in
support of the Palestinian
people. 6380 Wilshire Blvd.
:00pm. For info, call (213)
1500 or (213) 385-6029.

November 12—Stop . U.S.
Intervention in Cengral

WASHINGTON, D.C.

November -12—East Coast
Mobilization to . Stop the
U.S. War - Against . Central
America. = Deipands: Stop
U.S. Intervention in Central
America and the Caribbean!

No More Vietnam, Wars!
Jobs, Peace and Justice!
Stop . the Nuclear and Con-
ventional Arms Build-up!
For more info call: Novem-

ber 12 Coalition (in Washing- .

ton), (202) 347-5516; or New ~
York RSL, (212) 695—6802

October 8-—-Naﬁonal AIDS
Vigil. 5:00 pm. For more
‘mfo call (212) 695-6802
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accused, Bilal Sunni-Ali and
1liana Robinson, were acquitted
on all counts, Sekou Qdinga and
Silvia Baraldini were convicted
of conspiracy and racketeering
and face maximum sentences of
20 years. And Cecil Chui
Ferguson-El and Edward Jamal
Joseph were found guilty as
accessories after the fact for
hiding a suspect after the
Brink’s robbery.

The second trial in the case
was the New York state trial of
Kuwasi Balagoon, David J.
Gilbert and Judith A. Clark.
Each was charged with seven
counts of murder and robbery.
On September 14, the jury
deliberated for four hours and
returned verdicts of guilty on all
counts against all the
defendants.

The three defendants stayed
away from the courtroom
during hearly all the
proceedings. Instead of present-
ing a legal defense, they used
the opening and closing argu-
ment periods and the testimony
of the single defense witness to
put forward the view that they.
are soldiers in the “‘just struggle
for new Afrikan national liber-
ation from'U.S. imperialism”’
and, as soldiers who engaged in
combat with other soldlers,
should be treated as prisoners of
war.

Defendant Kuwasi Balagoon
is-a member of the Black Liber-
ation Army. This is a group
which grew out of the Black
Panther Party in New York and
now believes in clandestine mili-
tary organizing to achieve the
goal of a Black nation on the
land now occupied by five
southern states. Gilbert and
Clark come out of the Weather
Underground. This group of

former student radicals believes

that, although revolution in the
U.S. is necessary, the majority
of people (especially whites in
this country) can niever be.
organized to achieve it. Instead,
they believe, revolution can
only be achieved by an elite
underground military force of

white people working in alliance
with like-minded Black and
Latin organizations and anti-
imperialist forces abroad.

None of the defendants have
drawn any direct connection
between the attempted robbery
of the Brink’s truck carrying
$1.6 million and their political
program, saying only that ‘‘ex-
propriation is a necessary and
fegitimate target for oppressed
people.” They have, however,
correctly pointed to the
hypocrisy of the U.S. govern-
ment in labeling them
dangerous terrorists while rou-
tinely committing far worse
atrocities every day in this
country, in Central America
and around the world.

The RSL believes in defend-
ing the members of the BLA/
Weather Underground against
the U.S. government. The
BLA/Weather Underground
are members of the U.S. and
international movement
fighting against U.S. imperial-
ism. As such, they should be
defended against the U.S. impe-
rialist state. At the same time,
we believe that the BLA/
Weather Underground strategy
and tactics do more harm than
good to the struggle for free-
dom. Their isolated military
actions by small groups do not
serve Lo organize and unite
workers and other oppressed
people against their common
enemy; instead, they remain
passive on-lookers to actions
they do not understand. More-
over, a revolution that occurs
against the wishes of the
majority of people can only
result in a totalitarian hell, not a
free and democratic society.
Finally, the BLA/Weather
Underground strategy and
tactics help to discredit the very
idea of socialism and aid the
ruling class in its attempt to
paint revolutionaries as
arrogant power-seekers who
haveno regard for human life
or humane values.

Sentencing of Balagoon, Gil-
bert, and Clark has been set for
October 14. This is two days
after a third trial in the l}rmk’
case is scheduled to open, a
state trial in which two
defendants, Kathy Boudin and
Samuel Brown, face similar
charges to those Balagoon,
Gilbert and Clark were con-
victed of. —WF

F aminein
Ethiopia

In 1973-74, a famine caused
by severe drought took the lives
of over 200,000 peasants in the
northern provinces of Ethiopia -
in the Horn of Africa. Cur-

‘rently, a drought is raging in the

same region that is believed to
be at least as severe: Hundreds
of thousands of people will die.
The responsibility for loss of
life in 1973-74 lay in large part
with the incompetence and
corruption of the semi-feudal
government of Emperor Haile

.Selassie, who in fact came to be

overthrown as his role'was
exposed. Now there is a néw

problem. The current govern-
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ment of Ethiopia is closely
allied with the Soviet Union.
The drought-afflicted regions
are largely controlled by forces
hostile to that government.

The rural areas of the
province of Tigray, among the
hardest hit by the drought, are
controlled by the Tigray
People’s Lijberation Front
{(TPLF), which has been
fighting the government since
1975. Eritrea, which has been
fed as a colony by the various
al Ethiopian governments
for some 30 years, is the base
the Eritrean People’s Lib-
n Front (EPLF). The

iPLF has been fighting for
independence for over 20 years,
and has some amount of control
over most of Eritrea’s rural
regime.

Various international
agencies, including the United
Nations, have been attempting
to organize broad relief efforts
to aid the starving peasants of
the region. But most govern-
mental agencics refuse to give
id to “‘unofficial” groups.
his means that the vast

{Continued from page I}

assassinated.) But confronted
with world opposition to a
bloodbath in Beirut—and fears
of heavy Israeli casualties in an
‘all-out battle for the city—the
Begin government was unable
to consolidate its victory by
exterminating the PLO afd its
allies. As a result,~ Israeli
aggression in Lebanon resulted
only in shattering the balance
between all the rival forces in
Lebanon that had existed ‘since
1976, but failed to eliminate
forces that- could effectively
challenge the Gemayel regime.

Reagan’s ‘peace’
plan collapses

The Reagan administration
intervened in Lebanon—after
some initial hesitation over how
to react to the Israeli invasion—
in order to secure a lasting
imperialist ““peace”’ that Zionist
arms and diplomacy were un-
able to achieve. Its strategy
included three closely related
elements: 1) an overall Mideast
““peace plan,”” centered on gain-
ing diplomatic recognition for
Israel from the Arab rulers in
return for a vaguely defined
Palestinian ““homeland” in as-
sociation with Jordan on the
Israeli-occupied West Bank; 2)
a proposal for the withdrawal
of “all foreign forces” from
Lebanon, coupled.-with plans to
port the Gemayel govern-
with massive military and
economic aid; and 3) the estab-
lishment of a multinational
““peacekeeping force’’ to super-
vise the withdrawal of the PLO

from Beirut and maintain order .

around Beirut until a permanent
settlernent was achieved.

While Reagan’s effort to pose
as an “‘honest broker’’ between
the Zionist state and the Arab

.. Inte

majority of food sent by various

countries does not go to the
Relief Society of Tigray (REST
~—organized by the TPLF) or
the Eritrean Relief Association
(ERA—organized by the
EPLF). In turn, this means the
vast majority of food does not
reach the starving peasants, but
is given to the Ethiopian mili-
tary government to distribute as
it sees fit.

What does the Hthiopian
military government do with the
food? Th the subject of
some coniroversy. According to
at least one ort, inuch of the
food is traded to the Soviet
Union along with Ethiopian
food products in return for
military and other aid. An inde-
pendent Europcan fact-finding
commission reported that large
amounts of the food relief were
used by the Ethiopian army to
pay its troops and militias, and
that stockpiles of food were
often kept in military installa-
tions, and then abandoned as
the army retreated from
advances by the liberation
fronts. In other situations, as in

rulers led to some tensions with
the ngin regime, .both the
tion and the Israeli

ovemll goafs e destruction

of the PLO, thie (creation of a

| bancsc

conqumt of Pa]cstme

But all of the administra-
tion’s dreams of a dazzling
triumph in the Middle East have
come tumbling down one after
another.
touted ‘‘peace plan’’ was all but
forgotten alter the various

forces in the Middle East, for'

varying reasons, refused to
support it. The administration’s

plans for building a stable right-

wing Lebanese regime collapsed
when the Syrian government—
an occupier of parts of Lebanon
since 1976—refused to bow to
U.S. pressure and withdraw its
troops.

These failures, in turn,
doomed the efforts of the
Gemayel regime and the multi-
national force to maintain order
in Lebanon itself. The various
Muslim/leftist leaders in Leba-
non abandoned the PLO to save
themselves from the Israeli
invaders—indeed, Druse war-

lord Walid Jumblat ordered his_

supporters not to join the PLO
forces resisting the invaders.
But they had no intention of
giving control over their tradi-
tional fiefdoms to the Gemayel
government. = Moreover, the
Druse and other Muslim/leftist
groups were not about to let the
Phalangists move into their ter-
ritories and slaughter them; just
as they massacred hundreds of
Palestinian refugees in the
Sabra and Shatila ‘refugee
camps.

’ Consequently, skirmishing
between the ' Phalangists and
Druse and other Muslim mili-
tias resumed before the ink was
dry on the agreements that sup-
posedly brought ‘‘peace’”. to
Lebanon last summer. Isracli

£

Reagan’s highly--

Tigray, the food is transported
in armed government convoys
to towns in the afflicted region
stili controlled by the
government. The government
then uses the food to attempt to
gain political support from the
peasants; if there is a possibility
that the TPLF might attack and
capture the food, the food dis-
tribution center is closed and
distribution halted. The govern-
ment, meanwhile, conti s Lo
maintain that it b te %0
percent of the drov i
and that there are ne i
ties in distribution of rel
And the government denies
reports that thousands of
refugees from the drought are
fleeing int6'Mieighboring Sudan.
‘The United States
government has been quick to
potnt out the diversion of relief
by the Soviet-supported
Hthiopians to the military
eifort. Predictably, though, this
has meant that the U.S. gives
less food than it could, and has
refused to give such things as
trucks for food transport. An
of course the U.S. has not se

fit to send aid to REST or
ERA.

As a result of all this, relief
intended for peasants goes to
support the Ethiopian govern-
ment’s atiempt to subjugate
those peasants and becomes a
cruel bargaining chip. The end
result will unfortunately be a
repeat of the tragedy of
1973-74: Thousands will die.
That famine also ended in the
fall of a government. Let us
hope that that event will be
repeated as well.

-iun Eraniels

lexico:
General
strike
planned

On Saturday, August 27,
1983, more than 5,000 demon-
strators marched through the
streets of Mexico City, shout-

U.S. Marine saiper in action at Beirut airport.

troops occupying the Shuf

“region suffered a steady stream

of casualties over the past year,
which provoked growing de-
mands within Israel itself to
withdraw Israeli forces from
Lebanon. Finally, on Septem-
ber 4, the Israeli forces evac-
vated the Shuf and took up
more secure—and possibly
permanent—positions in south-
ern Lebanon.

Once the Israeli troops left,

Druse militias were able to rela-

tively easily drive out the Pha-
langist bands that had moved
into the area under Israeli pro-
tection. They also defeated Leb-
anese army troops who were sent
into the Shuf to ‘‘restore
order.”” As we go to press, the

-Druse forces, supported by

other Muslim militias, PLG
contingents and the Syrian gov-
ernment, have advanced io
within a few miles of Beirut. In
doing so, they have demon-

strated to the world, and to the ~

Lebanese people themselves, the
weakness of the’ Gemayél
regime.

In the wake of these gams,
Druse leader Jumblat is de-
manding the complete with-
drawal of Phalangist and Le-

banese army forces from the

-Shuf as his price for peace. Heis

also joining with other Muslim
leaders to demand a political
settlement that will give them a
share of political power and
finish off U.S. hopes of creating
a centralized, pro-Western gov-
ernment at their expense.

Trouble ahead for
U.S. imperialism

The U.S. government’s recent
show of firepower may bring a
temporary halt to the military
operations of the Druse and
their allies. But it will not solve
the political dilemma facing the
Reagan administration and,
indeed, the entire U.S. ruling
class.

Despite the- Isracli military
victories last year,. despite

~months_of diplomacy and the

escalating U.S. military pres-
ence, the  Muslim/leftist al-
liance and the Syrian govem-
ment have regained the-initia-

" tive in Lebanon. U.S. imperial-

ism cannof crush the apti-
Gemayel coalition without a
_vast military escalation that

ing slogans such as ‘“Esia
marcha va a legar s ln huelga
nacional’’ (““This march will
take us to a national strike’’).
Following the march, a rally
took place to announce the date
of a national work stoppage
which is planned for October
18.

This march is the most recent
action of & national period of

d by more than 1,000 rep-
resentatives of opposition
organizations and unions,
including delegates from each
state.

‘The national period of strug-
gle, which includes another
march in the capital city
October 3, will culminate in the
national work stoppage on
October 13, which must also be
a day of mass protests by all the
oppressed sectors of society.

pr

N

would provoke a political crisis
at home, di%ert badly-needed
resources from R ’s anti-
communist crusade 'in Central
America—and possibly touch
off an all-out Mideast war. It
cannot really tolerate a return to
conditions as they existed before
the Israeli invasion—a weak
central government in which
local warlords have all the real
power—without risking an end-
less crisis in Lebanon and an
endless, politically devastating

. series of U.S. military casualties

that produce no noticeable gains
for U.S. imperialism. Finally,
the Reagan administration can-
not afford to simply pull out of
Lebanon without appearing to
suffer a humiliating defeat that
would undercut the credibility
of its commitment to other U.S.
client regimes in the Mideast
and around the world.

Given ' these choices, ,it is
hardly surprising that Reagan
and his advisers are desperately
pretending that U.S. troops
really aren’t involved in “‘hostil-
ities’” in Lebanon; in order to-
head off any, Congressional—
or public—discussion of U.S.
policies in- Lebanon and
throughout the Middle East.O
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Korean Air Lines Flight 007—and its
269 passengers—while it flew over
Soviet airspace. With the exception of
the Kremlin’s most loyal apologists, the
Russian government’s action has been
atmost universally condemned as a
barbaric and inexcusable crime. More-
over, the various statements emanaling,
from Moscow in the aftermath of the
downing of Flight 007--an initial denial
that the plane had been shot at, a refusal
to take any responsibility for the killing
of 269 people, a foisting of the biame on
other parties, and an insistance on its
“right” to shoot down civilian aircraft

in the future-—have only compounded
the Soviet government’s guilt in this
incident.

UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

But the Russians aren’t the only ones
at fault in the affair, The Reagan admin-
istration has made every effort Lo exploit
the downing of Flight 007 to further the
reactionary interests of the U.S. ruling
class. Reagan and other top govern-
ment officials are using this tragedy to

score propaganda points in their new
Cold War with the Russian govern
ment, and to build domestic and inter-

national support for their militaristic
policies. Immediately, Reagan linked the
incident to his request for new congres-
sional funding for the MX missile and
his escalation of U.S. military interven-
tion in Central America and the Middle
East. For a government that doesn’t
blink an eye at the assassination of inno-
cent people in the streets of San Salva.
dor or in the refugee camps of Lebanon
by its own allies (and that itself rairied
bombs anénapalm for years on civilians
in Southeast Asia), it is the height of
hypocrisy to pdrade as the defender of
‘“‘human values’’ against the ‘‘barbar-
ism’’ of its Russian rival.

In addition, many unanswered ques-
tions remain about just what did happen
to Flight 007, questions which raise the
possibility that the U.S. government and
its South Korean allies do not have clean
hands in this affair. Why, for instance,
did Flight 007 go so far off course and
fly in and out of Russian territory for
two and a half hours? Why didn’t U.S.
or Japanese air controllers warn the
plane’s pilot that he was off course?
Why didn’t the pilot respond to the
warnings from Russian fighter pilots?
And, was it sheer coincidence that a
U.S. reconnaissance plane was flying
close to Flight 007 just before it departed
from its normal route?

The Russian government has offered a
simple and categorical answer to these
questions. It -insists that Flight 007
deliberately flew into Soviet territory to
carry out a spy mission over an area
known to be crammed with military
installations. Yet it has failed to produce
a shred of concrete evidence for this.
Whether Flight ¢07 was on a spy mission
either on its own, or in collaboration
with other reconnaissance aircraft, may
never be known. But whatever it was
doing, there was no excuse for shooting
it down rather than taking more
restrained action.

PAWNS In

SUPERPOYI

BIVALRY

. The real horror of the destruction, ﬁ
" Flight 007 goes beyond the deaths of the

269 people aboard, terrible as those
- deaths are. The affair is a grim reminder

that all of us are pawns in the big-power
rivairy between the U.S. and the USSR

for world domination. The propaganda

-barrages hurled by each side against the

other are only meant to cloak their thirst
for world conquest and their oppression
of innocent people. The U.S. rulers
preach “‘democracy,”. while backing
brutal, authoritarian military dictator-
ships. Their Russian rivals claim to
champion ““world peace,’’ “national lib-
eration’’ and even “‘socialist revolu-
tion,” while they engage in a massive
military buildup, invade Afghanistan
and crush the struggle of 'Polish
workers.

- This superpower rivalry is bringing us
ever closer to a third world war and a

_nuclear holocaust. The world economy

is on the edge of collapse. Both
the U.S. and the Russian economies are

_staggering. In less developed areas.of the.
- world, such as Latin America, Asia and

Africa; governments confront moun-
tains of foreign debts, while millions of
people face starvation.

‘In this crisis, both the Eastern and

PAGE & © TORCH © SEPTEMBER 15-NOVEMBER 14, 1963,

Western bloc powers are losing control
over the actions of their own allies and
the various ‘‘non-aligned’’ rulers who
play both sides against the middle to
increase their own political clout, Wars
and social conflicts are breaking out
everywhere: Central America, northern
Africa, the Middle East and Southeast
Asia. To increase their influence and to
try to cut down the power of their rivals,
the U.S. and the USSR are increasingly
openly taking sides in these local con-
flicts. As a result, the power struggles
between tribal leaders in Chad, or sec-
tarian warlords in Lebanon, threaten to
explode into superpower confronta-
tions. Under such conditions any inci-

. dent—Tlike the shooting down of a civil-

ian airliner—could be the spark that sets
off World War. III.

The growing dangér of war does not
spring simply from advanced technol-
ogy, or from the good and bad inten-
tions of individual politicians br govern-

- ments. It comes from the very nature of

@

the capitalist system itself. Capitalism,
whether in its traditional form in the
U.S. or its statist form in Russia, is
based on accumulating wealth by ex-
ploiting others. Individual capitalists,
and entire national ruling classes,
survive in this system only by competing
with each other for markets and natural
resources. When world capitalism is in
crisis, this conflict intensifies and takes
on more militaristic and violent forms.

There is no way to impose ““rules”’ on
this dog-eat-dog system. The only way
to eliminate the danger of nuclear war is
to overthrow the system that causes war.
The survival of all of us hinges on
joining with workers and other poor and
oppressed people all over the world to

“fight for an international socialist revo-

lution that can-finish off the capitalists,
Western-style.and Russian-style, and lay
the basis for a free, democratic and
cooperative society that can eliminate

- once and for all poverty, oppressnon and

war.[]
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By W.E. SCHWE 7

Late last spring both the Socialist Work-
ers Party (SWP) and Line of March (LOM)
printed long articles claiming that the

pRussian economy is sound, and that
whatev:r problems it may have are caused by

purely external factors, such as poor

weather, Western imperialist competition,
and the effects of the world recession. These
organizations, both of which believe Russia
to be some form of socialism or workers’
state, published their articles to try to prove
the superiority of socialism over crisis-
stricken capitalism.

But, as we showed in our previous article
(Torch/La Amtorcha, Vol. 10, No. 7), the
contentions of the SWP and LOM are false.
Rather than being healthy, the Russian
economy is in a severe crisis, having vir-
tually stagnated for the past years. More-
over, the causes of this crisis are by no means
simply external; they are rooted in the very
structure of the economic system in Rus:
This assessment is no mere assertion on our
part or phony propaganda from the CIA and
other imperialist agencies. Confirmation of
the crisis in the Russian economy comes from
the leaders of Russia itself.

Soviat economists
confivm crisls

In April a group of economists from the
Siberian Division of the Academy of Sciences
prepared a confidential memorandum on the
state of the Russian economy. This memo-
randum affirmed that, indeed, the economy
of Russia is in a crisis. Equally important, it
explicitly rejected the idea that the crisis is
caused by exteral factors such as bnd
weather. The memorandum reads:

“AR these factors do indeed play their
part, but the effect of esch Is generally
limited. ... The deteriorating indicators,
however, beset most of the branches of the
ecorRomy . ... Therefore, there must be a
common cause underlying these phcnomem.

““In our view, it lies in the outdated
of the system of industrial
economic management or sin
ity of the system to insu
efficient utilizatior: of ¢
lectual potential of sec

‘The Siberiag, econo

partly Aupported by Soviet. President and

or months to get the economy intc gear, told

high-level Communist Party officials on
August 15 that the time for ‘‘half-measures”
was over in getting the Russian economy
moving.

Russizgn  Communist Party Chief Yuri
}d&)ov. Andropov, who has been trying

““Now we must make up for what we have

Tost,”” Andropov said. ‘“This will demanc¢

i in pl t and the
_economic mechanism.” Whether Andropov
can make the changes needed to solve
Russia’s economic problems remains to be
seen.

One of the most important assets of the
Russian economic system, groups like the
SWP and LOM argue, is the system of
central planning. This is supposed to allocate
resources efficiently, spur economic growth,
and prevent the periodic recessions which in
the West throw millions out of work.
However, LOM and the SWP, as well as
other apologists for Russian state capitalism,
misunderstand (or misrepresent) what eco-
nomic planning in Russia really is. Economic
planning in Russia and in other so-called
socialist countries does not actually deter-
mine what is produced, where, etc. It is
primarily a statement of the intentions of the
planners and their political bosses, that is,
their desires about what will be produced.
Drawing up a plan is one thing, and making
sure it is carried out successfully is some-
thing else entirely. In fact, in Russia the gap
between the plan and the real functioning of
the economy is very wide. This can be tetn in
a number of ways.

First, no ecomomic plan in the Soviet
Union has ever been fulfilled! In 1980, for
example, at the end of the last plan for which
“figures are available, steel production fell 12
percent below target coal production 10
percent, and grain 13 percent. In the Ninth
Five Year Plan, 1971-75, consumer gcods
grew at only 6.5 percent per year, far below
the projected growth rate of 8.3 percent. This
entire article could be filled with figures of
this kind.

. Second, the economic plans are never
completed and published at the onset of the
periods for which they are supposed to

apply. In fact, no plan has ever been pre-~

pared on time; most have mever even been

e

published in full, and most have been dras-
tically revised part way through their period.
These examples at least suggest that despite
the existence of central planning, the Russian
economy runs according to something else.
To understand how the Russian economy
actually works, we have to look at economic

* “planning’’ in Russia more closely. It is first

necessary to -see what Russian planning
is mot.

The myth of
‘socialis‘; planning’

By no stretch of the imagination can the
economlc planmng in Russia be considered
’* Genuine socialist | ing is the

collective effort of the producers—primarily
workers and farmers—to decide what and
how much to produce, how to do it, and how
to distribute the product. True socialist
planning, therefore, requires broad demo-
cracy. The producers must be able to meet,
study, discuss and freely decide- economic,

political and social questions without being

watched over by political authorities who

clap people in jail for saying the “‘wrong”

things. And they must have thé mass, demo-
cratic institutions, such as independent
unions, cooperatives or workers’ councils, to
wield the power necessary to ca.rry out the
plan.

In the USSR, as shown in Part I, such
workers’ democracy does not exist. The
workers and farmers cannot speak freely,

-meet independently, or organize for their

points of view. They cannot even legally
strike or organize on the fam.ory floor Mm

-
&

managers or errors in the plan, etc. True,
there are unions, councils and cooperatives
in Russia, but rather than being instruments
of the workers to run the economy and
society, they are political and economic
levers (conveyor belts is the term the bureau-
crats use) for the self-selecting party and
state bureaucracy to control the people and
maintain their power. Finally, even if the
workers and farmers did have the organiza-
tional means to plan the Russian economy,
they do not have the time to do so; the work-
week is no shorter than in the West, and
workers have to stand on line many hours
each day to buy food, clothing and other
items they need. The result is that in Russia
the bureaucracy determines the plan and the
plan reflects its interests, not those of the
workers and peasants. Thus, economic
planning in Russia is not socialist planning,
but bureaucratic planning.

The bureaucratic nature of the Russian
economy greatly undermines its effec-
tiveness. For example, the information
necessary for effective planning is impossible
to obtain. With bureaucratic control, fear of
punishment for making errors or saying the
wrong thing to the wrong person, and no
open discussion, everyone lies, Factory man-
agers and other functionaries hide problems
from their superiors, while they distort vital
economic information, for example by under-
stating the productive capacity of their fac-
tories to obtain smaller production quotas.
The workers do likewise to protect them-
selves from speedups.

Moreover, even if the mformanon were
accurate, it would get lost in the mind-
boggling Russian bureaucracy. The Russian
National Institute on Documentation” and
Archives estimates that the' economy cranks

_over, *aey do not have trut
democratic institutions. through which they
can draw up the plan {or elect those who do),

implement the plan, or even defend them: -
by the engineers and:

selves from abuses

out 800 billion documents a year, or 7,000
for every.worker in the country. Put another

“way, if each of Russia’s 114 million workers

did nothmg but write documents, each

have to turn out 28 of them
tking day. And this in a country
»si no computers!

g in the Soviet Union begins when
ning agency, Gosplan, starts 1o
set production goals for tens of thousands of
goods over the next five-year period. This
sets off a virtual orgy of in-fighting in the
bureaucracy as each section (region, industry
or factory) seeks to get iiscl assigned the
greatest resources and the highest imput-
lowest output quotas. (This &5 a struggle
which in fact never ends; and it is one of the
direct causes of the long delays in finishing
the plans.)

For those parts of the plan which are com-
pleted, the basic directive for each factory
manager is the Tekhpromfinpian, which
itself takes more than six months to finish.
This document lays out in great detail for the
manager the volume and assortment of his
outpt, methods of production, quantities of
fnputy, financial goals, etc. Yel, as one
observer bus noted: ““This most imporiant
ulig document does not perform the vole
ed to M. Instead of serving the puy-
5 a;u day-te- day operational guidance, it
i away. ...

Yet, the managers do not ignore the plan
entirely. Since they are rewarded if they
fulfill or over-fulfill their cutput quotas, the
plan becomes a narrow goal o be met, or
gotien around. For example, the manager of
a blouse factory may have his quota set in
terms of numbers of blouses produced. Since
it’s in his interest to produc: many blouses
as possible, he will tend to overproduce & few
sizes where he can get long (and hence more
efficient) production runs, and underpro-
duce everything else. It will also be in his
mumu to skimp on cloth, thread, buttons,

der to turn out even greater vol-
icd many times over for every
aul wery product, these methods re-
sull s rassive disproportionalities in the
CCONGLTY needed goods of all kinds fall
i 1pply, while unneeded ones pile

poge:
is

tages and gluts cause other dis-
In an economy plagued by
shortages, each plant manager tries to
make his factory a self-contained economy.
‘This happens even though everyone
realizes the advantages of specialization.
Rather than be dependent on ancertain sup-
plies from outside, the blouse factory mana-
ger will not only have his factory make the
blouses, he will also try to have il manu-
facture the buttons, zippers and even the
cloth and sewing machinery. In 1957, as a
result of this industrial autarky, less than
one-third of the plants specializing in making

‘hine tools were in the appropriate
ry. The rest operated under ministries
which should have been users of such tools.

The bureaucratic nature of planning in
Russia also results in a long-standing shortage
of labor-saving technology. The Soviet
Union has few computers, robots, or other
kinds of modern industrial equipment; partly
as a result,@nnual growth in productivity has
slowed from 2.0 percent to 1.2 percent in the
1970s. There are several reasons for this, but
one of the most important is simpiy that
Russian managers have little incentive to
innovate, In fact, it is usually in their interest
not to introduce new techniques, since to do
so means having their assigned quotas in-
creased and running the risk of failing to
mcct thcm. This summer Andropov hnm.sclf

d this problem. He c lained that
the manager who risks mtmducing new tech-
nology ‘‘often turns out to be the loser, while
the one who keeps away from innovation
loses nothing.”

Moreover, the large pool of low-paid
Russian workers further hinders innovation.
Russian workers receive very low wages, and
since they cannot organize independent
unions or strike, they have no way to increase
them. Moreover, each factory will tend to
hoard workers for overcoming production
bottlenecks and ‘‘storming the plan,”’ that is,
working at a breakneck pace at the end of
each month in order to fulfill the month’s
quota. (At other times, the excess workers do
make-work or dom’t w.:z at all) With
bodies of surplus labor a-  * dble, why shesid
a manager introduce eff.cient, labos-eming
techniques?

All tnese problems, resuiting from. the
bufeaucratic nature of planning in Russia, -
come crashing down perticularly on the pro-
duction of food and comsumer goods.

,Etpecml.lyonmdetlm ‘cities of Em’opean

(Com‘zmew on pege. 13)
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By WILLIAM FALK

Over 300,000 people made their way
(0 D.C. on August 27 for the 20 Anni-
versary Mobilization for Jobs, Peace
and Freedom, filling the highways, the
subways and the mall that stretches
through central Washington.

“I kmew it would be big, but 1 didn’t

tow it would look fike this,” a member -

of the Pineville, Kentucky, NAACP told
a Torch supporter. ‘‘All these people
walking ail over the grass of the
‘important buildings® you see on televi-
sion. Tramping down their lawns. And
¢ can't move us off. They won’t be
fe (o keep us off the news now—
won’t be able o say we're not
important.”’

The demonstration took the same
basic form as the 1963 civil rights march
it commemorated: a gathering on the
mmall east of the Washington Monuinent

and then a short march to the main
~event, a rally at the Lincoln Memorial.
/. The unifying theme of the day was clear
~ and simple: Get rid of Ronald Reagan.

“Reagan no more in 1984, the crowd

near the speakers’ stand chanted at the
smpting of Benjamin Hooks of the
\ACP. There were signs and banneérs
proclaiming nearly all the demands of
the march; thousands of people carried
signs- with a picture of Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. or wore his picture on a
button or a T-shirt. “We still have a
dream,” hundreds of thousands pro-
claimed.

.

P

A mass, .
rruiti-issue protest

The August 27 demonstration re-
flected the sirengths and weaknesses of
the forces for progressive social change
e U.S. today. The march’s greatest
rength was its size. Although smaller
than what the organizers had hoped for,
the mobilization was comparable in size
to the largest anti-war and ciyil. rights
demonstrations of the past.

The march also demonstrated the
unity of the Black community in oppo-
sition to Reagan. Over half the marchers
were Black, representing nearly every
type of church, mosque, political group,
social club and community organization
around. Of the national Black organi-
zations, omly the corporation-funded
and oriented Urban League refused to
endorse the march.

The mobilization also showed that
despite the steady rightward shift of
U.S. politics in the last 10 years, there
are still a Iot of people who identify their
heritage as the struggles against the
system of the 1960s and ’70s.

In fact, in at least one way this march
-took a significant step beyond the other

if-dozen rallies of over 100,000 that
have been held in Washington over the
past 20 years: It combined a protest
against the UJ.S. war machine and arms
buildup with the call for justice at home
and freedom for all.

Both the. peace/anti-nuke organiza-
tions and groups organizing against the
U.S. war against Central America were a
major part of A< ~ust 27. The Mobiliza-
tion for Survival, for instance, acted as
the official march transportation com-
mittee in several cities. Thousands of the
raarchers came because of their involve-
ment with peace groups. And a repre-
sentative of the ‘anti-U.S. forces in El
Salvador spoke at the pathering site rally
Saturday morning.

The role of the peace groups and the
inclusion of ‘“‘peace’” as one of the
march demands, along with some
extremely mild, indirect criticism of
U.S, army shipments to Israel -and
Central America, caused a layer of
groups who otherwise might have sup-
ported the march to either-hang back or
oppose the‘mobilization: This included
the AFL-CIO Executivé Board, -sevéral
Jewish organizations and, more quietly,
people associated with presidential can-

didate Walter Mondale. In fact, how- .

ever, it was the alliance of the civil rights
organizations with the peace move-
ment that made the march a reality.
In addition to Black and peace organ-
izations, dozens of groups from the
many movements that grew up under the
inspiration of the Black liberation move-
ment took part in the march. This
included women’s rights organizations,
gay rights groups, environmental
groups, disabled peoples’ rights organi-
zations, the Gray Panthers and others.
Although organizers had not originally
scheduled a gay speaker as part of the
program, the several gay groups who
endorsed and built the march were able

to exert enough pressure to reverse that -

decision.
Heavy union support and involve-

Neaﬂy 300,000 profeﬁ'mn"s joined the Aumsxa 27 March on Washington for Jebs, Peace and Freedom.

ment was another strength of the
mobilization. The Amecrican Federation
of State, County and Municipal Em
ployees (AFSCME), the Postal Work-
ers, the Communication Workers of
Ammnerica, the Mational Bducation Asso-
ciation, the Food and Commercial
Workers, the United Auto Workers, and
other unions supporied the mobilization
with money and buses for their mem-
bers. Over 56,000 people came to Wash-
ington in unicn contingents.

Organizers aren’t building
a fighting movement

Despite the success of the mobiliza-
tion, something was missing from the
event. There was a lack of intensity, a
lack of purposefulness. There was no
fight, anger, or even energy to the
crowd. It was, as the mass media have
said over and over again, diffuse. In the
area of the reflecting pool close enough
to the stage to hear, most people listened
together to the speeches and responded
together, but there was little other
intense unity or interaction. A little

P |
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distance from the Lincoln Memorial,
people were largely relating to the
groups they had come to Washington
with, picnicking or talking or whatever,

While there are incidental causes for
this ~the heat of the day, a certain
amount of disorganization to the march
—the basic reason is political.

The 20th Anniversary Mobilization
was not a call to action. The organizers
are not attempting to build an angry,
fighting movement. There was no plan
to go back Lo our towns and cities d
fight—even fight for some new law,
some new program. The NAACP had a
follow-up action to August 27 that
would be ludicrous if it were not so
pathetic: Black people should go to
banks and get $2 bills and Susan 5.
Anthony dollars and spend them on
Labor Day to show that Black peopie
have significant buying power.

Instead, the march organizers’ pro-
gram comes down to two things: register
to vote and vote Democratic. In one way
or another this is what virtually every
speaker on Saturday afternoon said.

While most of the people at the
march, at least those who vote at all, will
indeed vote Democratic in 1984, it is out
of cynicism and despair that they do it:
Most people now believe that nothing
better than the “lesser evil”’ is possibie.
Few people in the August 27 crowd or
elsewhere can get enthusiastic about the
prospect of voting for such men as
‘Walter Mondale, John Glenn, or Alan
Cranston. (Jesse Jackson proposes to

- get around this problem by creating

excitement about his own candidacy and
then turning the votes over to a white
Democrat.)

But the biggest problem about ‘“‘vote
Democratic’ is-that it won’t work. As

we discussed in the last issue of the |

Torch/La Antorcha, the organizers of
the August 27, 1983, march are using a
myth about the march 20 years:-ago to
justify their current political strategy.
The truth about 20 years ago is that the
Democrats reluctantly gave concessions
to the Black movement because the
Black movement at the time was
growing more militant every hour and
threatened the very stability of U.S.
society. To stop the current attacks and
begin to win jobs, peace and freedom,
we must threaten the stability of society
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The Fight for Freedom

the U.S. and other=advan
countries is dcﬁmtxvely over. A
of relative economic ‘stability ‘pros-
perity, the international capltahs‘ system
is approaching a catastrophm crisis.
Looking past all the: ‘elatlvcly minor ups
and downs (the recession of 1974-75 the
upturn of 1976-79, and the 1980-81 re-
cession), we can see that the overall
direction of the system is down, toward
a generalized economic crisis of the
breadth and depth of the depression of
the 1930s (whether or not it develops as
abruptly as that crisis). Just as world
capitalism then required a2 major
depression and world war to re-estab-
lish the conditions for profitable pro-
duction, today, the system will require
comparably cataclysmic events in order
to create the conditions for the rapid
accumulation of capital. The crisis will
be total—economic, social, political and
cultural—and will create the opportunity
for a worldwide socialist revolution.
Today, the world crisis is bhaving a
three-fold impact on the system. First,
the competition among the capitalist
powers and within the capitalist ciass of
each country is increasing, leading to a
fragmentation of the power blocs,
stepped-up military spending and a drive
toward war, including preparing the
people of different countries for such a
war. Second, the competition among the
classes—that is, the class struggle—is
inténsifying, as each capitalist class tries
to restore the conditions for profitable
production and capital accumulation by
increasing the rate of exploitation of the
working class—that is, to pump more
surplus value out of the workers.
Finally, the competition among the
working classes of different countries
and within each country is heightening,
further exacerbating already existing
national/racial/regional/sexual, etc., di-
visions within the class.

This genérai dynamic helps to explain

- what is happening in the U.S. today in
regard  to. Black  people.

The presciit
attacks on Black péople’s rights and
hvmg standards—-=ih@ cuts in social ser-
vices, the increase in racist violence and

. unemployment, and so forth——are the

direct result of the ruling ciass campaign

. to increase their profits, modernize and

rationalize industry, ctc., by attacking
the entire working class. Even if it
weren’t planned, this campaign would
hit the most oppressed workers first and
hardest, those at the bottom of society,
the unemployed, the unorganized and
unskilled, those who because of previous
discrimination have the least seniority.

But in addition to this more-or-less
automatic reason why Black people are
getting hit the hardest there is 2 more

‘conscious political dynamic at work. If

the ruling class were to attack the entire
working class across the board, &l
sections at the same time, it would risk
provoking a mass movement or even a
mass united uprising in response. In
order to avoid this, the capitalists are
attacking those who are least able to
defend themselves, that is, the people
who have the least organized power with
which to fight back, little or no political
clout, etc. This includes the unem-
ployed, people in unorganized indus-
tries, unskilled workers who may be in
unions but who are treated as second
class citizens in those organizations,
undocumented workers, and so forth.

.And even more concretely, the capital-

ists are going after those who can be or
are already somewhat isclated from
other sectors of the working class. This
way the capitalists can - actually get
support from some workers in. carrying
out these attacks. For a variety of
obvious reasons, this means an attack on
Black people.®

" The idea behind this approach is: if

.the ruling class can get away with attacks

on the most vulnerable sections of the
working class, it can soften up other

sectors of the working class for
additional attacks when the time comes.
By attacking one sector at a tine, start-
ing with the most vulnerable, in an appli-
cation of “‘salami’’ tactics, the ruling
class hopes cvuntually to be able to lower
the wapges and living conditions and
weaken the orgahizations of the entire
working class without causing itself too
much political trouble.

The loglc of this approach is to
increase racism in the society and to use
it to keep the working class confused
and divided. To a degree, the rise of
bigotry among whites, including white
workers, is a ‘‘natural” or ‘“‘automatic’’
result of the crisis. Already infected by a
racist view of the world and racist
attitudes, many white people are prone
to see Black people as the cause of the
crisis. They believe that the problem is
that Blacks want too much, that they’re
getting all the benefits, cheating on
welfare, etc. And they think that if they
are to protect themselves, all white
people should stick together, which in
practice means to orgahize against
Blacks.

Given the history of this society and
the structure of the economy, many
white workers would have this kind of
response even if the ruling class were not
actively trying to foment racism. As it
happens, however, more and more
sectors of the ruling class, through their
own racist inclinations and from a
conscious desire to prevent working
class unity, actively encourage racist
sentiment among white people and aid
and abet racist organizations, including
the Ku Klux Klan and the Nazis. It is to
the ruling class’s advantage to turn the
frustration of white workers and middle
class people against Black people rather
than against the capitalists, and to utilize
whites as a politicaJ club to keep Black
people ““in line.”

At the same time; the ruling class is
helping to shift the general social climate

#It also means attacking Latins and

R other specially oppressed sections” of the

working'class, but for the purposesof -this
discussion, we will be referring, simply to
Black people.

. dle class culture,

toward social conservatism as a means
1o control the entire working class; a re-
emphasis on “traditional values,” i
cluding patriotism, the (white middle
class) family as the model, obedicnce to
authority, religion, puritanism, etc.,
serves the ruling class to keep the work-
ers under its control, accepting its valucs
and authority, unthinking, ignorant of
eneries and incapable of fighting back
effectively. This increased social con-
servatism is also heightening the special
oppression of Black people, since most
Blacks have never fit the “model’”’ held
up by the ruling class; the degree to
which Black people’s culture is distinct
from mainstream, white, ‘“‘American”
culture is the degree to which, by
definition, it has not conformed to-he
model. As the ruling class tries to
enforce a stricter, more conservative
social, cultural and moral code, Black
people will find themselves increasingly
under attack for violating this code.
Whereas in the recent past, Black culture
may have been considered merely
different from mainstream, white, mid-
increasingly Black
culture and hence Black people as a
whole will be considered culturally and
morally inferior—sinful. This develop-
ment can be seen in the not-so-
embryonic moral totalitarianism of the
New Right religious groups, such as
Moral Majority. While this primitive,
puritanical, zuthoritarian morality
serves to reinforce the oppression -of
women and gays of all races and classes,
it also serves to increase the special
oppression of all Black people, including
straight males, . —no

We can expect the conservative social
climate to add to the oppression of
Black people in still other ways. As the
economic crisis grinds down whole
sections of the Black communities, there

“will be a concomitant increase in crime

in those communities. In fact this is a

classwide phenomenon: The degree to

which all sections of the working class
are pushed down, is the degree to which
crime, drugs, etc., will become more

‘prevalent in general. Yet, since Blacks

will be hit proportionately harder, and
(Conliﬂued on following page)
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since the media and racism in the society
incline most white people to look at
things in a racist way, the increase in
crime and drug abuse will be seen as a
pammz‘arly “Black thmg ” Meanwhnlc

ils oniy answer (o rising crime is to
beef up the police force and their equip-
ment, throw more and more people into
jail for longer periods of time, restore
the death penalty as a supposed
deterrent, fan the social climate for an
ever-greater crackdown, etc. In short,

there is and will be an increase in across-
the-board repression. This will also hit
Black people the hardest, cause,

among other things, they will suffer the
highest unemployment and worst social
services, and hence will experience a
high ‘*‘desperation rate’” within the
community, particularly among the
young people. Equal!y, the capitalists’
“‘justice system” will particularly dis-
criminate against Black people, arrest-
ing, icting and jailing Black
portic more than whites, convict-
ing the ims of crimes as perpetra-
tors, throwing the book at Blacks
accused of victimless cfimes, while being
relatively more lenient toward whites.

Politically, the ruling class will sys-
tematically try to lessen the political
power of Black people, the logical goal
(noi necessarily reached or fully in-

le being to restore Jim Crow,

: Blacks of political rights and
together. This flows out of the
ruling class strategy of hitting Blacks
first and hardest, heightening their
social isolation and fomenting racism as
a means to prevent a joint working class
response to their offensive. This effort
to decrease the political power of Blacks
will take a number of forms, such as
undercounting Black people in the
census {willful, or merely the result of
the racism of the census takers who find
it frightening or distasteful to do what is
necessary to get an -accurate count of
Black people); redrawing election dis-
tricts as well asgoving to at-large dis-
tricting, both of which would submerge
the Black population within:the larger
white population; and other more direct
means, like outright intimidation to
prevent Black people from voting in
particularly racist areas. ’

In addition to these direct political
attacks on Black people, we can expect a
cultural attack on the whole idea of
Black prideand dignity. We can expect an
attempt to promote the ideal of WASP
culture and family. (This of course also
involves an attack on women’s and gay
rights, etc.) Part of this will be an effort
to denigrate Black culture, to recreate
the idea that Black people {(or a narrow
portion of Black people} can only
succeed in society by becoming more
white.

The increasingly right-wing and racist
climate will also decrease the portion of
the white population, particularly the
white middle class, that in the past might
have supported liberal causes. This too
will heighten the political isolation of
Black people. Since Blacks have always
been a relatively small minority in U.S.
society (today 11.7 percent officially),
such isolation can relatively quickly lead
to total political powerlessness.

The other side of the ruling class’s
effort to decrease the political weight of
Black people will be to rely more and

&

more on the racist right-wing move- -

ments as a voting base and as the
mobilizers and organizers for their
candidates and programs. This role of
the right-wing movements was clearly
visible in the 1980 presidential election
campaign, in which the various New
Right organizations played a crucial role
in mobilizing support - for Ronald

Reagan and other right-wing candidates -

and mobilizing opposition to various
liberals. These organizations are hkely
to become more powerful politically in
the coming period, both as their mass

base grows and as the ruling class seeks
to utilize them as political ballast in its
attacks on Blacks, Latins, other op-
pressed people, the umions and the
working class as a whole. Needless to
say, the augmented political weight of
the organized right ‘wing can osly
intensify the attacks on Black people
and worsen their position in society.
In all this, the political goal of the
ruling class is the maintenance and
strengthening of the political alliance of
the white middle class, and as many white
workers as possible, with the ruling
class. In this way, the capitalists hope to
bribe and/or fool whole sections of the
white population into thinking that since
they are white, they have a real stake in
the systern and should defend it {rom
attack. And through this they hope to
isolate, render powerless and beat down
other, ‘“‘non-white”” people, that*is
especially Black and Latin people.

State of the Black
overnneril

In the face of these current and
coming attacks, Black people as a whole
are not wéll-prepared fo wage an
organized fightback. In particular, the
Black Movement has been in a state of
disarray and retreat for some time.
Compared to the 1960s and early *70s,
when the Civil Rights and Black Liber
ation Movements encompassed b
dreds of thousands, if not millions
activists and supporters, the Bl
Movement of taday is quite small. (This
is not to say that most Black people do
not agree with the broad aims of the
Black Moverent, but they are not
prepared to get directly involved in anti-
racist activities at this time.)

‘Moreover, during the 1960s, the Black
Movement unduwcnt a thoroughgoing
ideological siruggle, especially ovel
question of integrationism vs. naticral
ism. This struggle helped train-and shape
a whole-generation of Black activists. In
comparison, the ideological struggle in
the Black Movement today, specifically
an attempt to evaluate past strategies
and develop new ones, is at a low ebb
and appears to be taking place largely
among a section of Black academics and
professionals. Meanwhile, rank and file
activists, and Black people in general,
appear to be mostly outside the arenas
of debate.

While a full discussion of why the
Black Movement is in such a weakened
state is beyond the scope of this resolu-
tion, we would like to note one major
contributory factor. That is the fact that
the ruling class strategy to deal with the
Black struggle of the 1960s-70s was tc 2
great degree successful. This was a two-
pronged approach. On the one side, the
government launched a campaign. of
brutal repression against the more
militant Black leaders and organiza-
tions, such as the Black Panther Party
(BPP). This campaign included every-
thing from- the infiltration and subver-
sion of Black organizations, to frame-
ups that resulted in lengthy and costly
court battles (and, occasionally, jail
terms for the government’s targets), to
outright murder. BPP leaders Fred

- Hampton and Mark: Clark, prison

activist George Jackson and others were
killed during this period.

But this was only the half of it. The
other side of the ruling class strategy of
repression was to grant a number of con-
cessions that appeared to answer Black

people’s demands for decent jobs; °

schools, housing, etc., but in reality only
created substantial openings- for a
relatively small number of Black peo-
ple.* This side of the strategy centered

on cerenting an . alliance between the

liberal capitalists and sections of the
Black middle class (and -often integra-
tionist) leaderships to fight for affirma-

tive action, busing and other measures.

But these measures represented, at best,

- (NAACP),

24

only very limited and partial solutions to
the problems the majority of Black
people face. At worst, and this was a
crucial part of the strategy, they served
to pit Black people against poor and
working class whites in a struggle over
the available {and not enough) jobs,
schools, hous i

With the mo it in retreat under
the gun of repression, and with the
Black middle class leadership channel-
ing activity into increasingly parrow
demands (including building support for
the Democratic Party), many Black
people dropped out of the movement
altogether during the 1970s. zmean-
while, the movement as a whole
fragmented. Most the more militant
organizations, ich tended to be
quite young and have less of an
apparatus than the more moderate
organizations, shattered. Militants went
in a number of differeni dircctions.
Some, despairing of the possibility of
organizing large numbers of Black
people in a struggle against their
oppression,  tus to  terrorist-style
activity, a la the ck Liberation Army.
Others joined one of the many smallish
nationalist grou that sprung up
during the ’70s, such as the African
People’s Socialist Party. These group-
ings often incorporated a level of Third
Worldist/Maoist or Mao-oid  politics
that captured so many radicalizing

“Increased social
conservatism is
heighiening the

special oppression
of Black people,
since most Blacks
have never fit the
‘model’ held up by
the ruling class.”

people from the social movements of the
’60s. Still others joined left groups,
particularly the emerging Maoist organ-
izations, The October League (later the
Communist Party Marxist-Leninist,
now near extinction), the Workers
Viewpoint Organization (later the Com-
munist Workers Party) and the Com-
munist Labor Party (which was proba-
bly the first Maoist group to move away
from a pro-China line toward a pro-
Moscow line) all drew substantial
numbers of Black cadre from the more
militant wing of the Black Movement
during its decline.

The more moderate wing of the Black
Movement tended to weather the decline
of the movement better than the more
militant organizations did, but only rela-
tively. The mainstream, reformist Black
organizations, such as the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference
(SCLC), the National Association  for
the Advancement of Colored People
the Congress of Racial
Equality (CORE) and others, as wellasa

*For the purposes of this discussion, we
are making a distinction between the conces-
sions won by Biack people through struggle
—including a marked lessening of much legal
and. de facte discrimination—and_the- in-

ihgly narrow ions made in the
early and mid-"70s as pdrt of -the liberals’

-attempt to coopt and derail the movement.

layer of activist ministers, lost much of
the mass base and political clout they
had had. In particular, their failure (o
fight for the nieeds of the most oppressed
Black people, such as unemployed Black
youth, hurt their credibility among these
people to a considers degree. In fact,
by the mid-"70s, m lass liberals,
Black and white alike, were bemoaning
how alienated young Black people had
become, and how few ties they had to
the “‘respectable’” elements of the Black
community. This was graphically dem-
onstrated during the May 1980 Miazni
rebellion when Jesse Jackson, Andrew
Young and other prominent leaders were

practically driven out of Miami when

they tried to cool things down.
tThe more reformisi Black organiza-
tions have suffered an additional blow
fately with the defeat of Carter, the
election of Ronald Reagan as president,
and the general turn to the right on tie
part of the ruling class. This has under

cut, at least temporarily, one of the main
sources of political clout the reformist
Black leaders had. Moreover, since in
the past these leaders’ approach was (o
buitd an alliance with liberal politicians
and the liberal sections of the middle
and ruling classes, the present discredit-
ing and weakening of liberalism has left
them directionless. This is so much the
case that some leaders of the milicy,
such as Ralph Abernathy (who had been

a colleague of Martin Luther King Jr.,
and a former head of SCLC), actually
supported Reagan in the presidential
clection in the hopes of gaining some
influence inﬂqm White, House. Given
Reagan’s right-wing political views,
however, combined with the lack of any
serious orientation to Black people on
the part of the Republican Party, this
approach is likely to accomplish little,
even in the short-term and individual
sense.

Today, with the attacks that are
coming down, the basis exists for a
revitalization of the Black Movement. It
is.very hard to say, however, given how
weak the movement currently is and our
lack of in-depth knowledge of the
existing Black organizations, what polit-
ical and organizational forms the move-
ment will take, and the pace at which it
will develop. It is likely' that, as the
liberals regroup their forces and the
movements emerge on a_ fairly low
political level, the more moderate wing
of the Black Movement will pick up
steam. - B

However, there are indicators that
point in a somewhat different direction.
In particular, the Black- United Front
(BUF), which started in New York City
but had a national convention in
1980, has a somewhat more militant,
nationalist program. But even .this is
mixed: Its politics appear to” be a -

combination of nationalist rhetoric and -
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long-term program with a basically quite
reformist approach in the here-and-now.
(It is worth poting that the National
Black Independent Political Party, while
made~up of many different political
currents, overall seems to share some of
the BUE’s fence-straddling between a
ormism and a somewhat
t nationalism.) It is possible,
therefore, that what we will see emerge
in the upcoming period will be a current
that in fact occupies a political space
somewhere in between the integration-
ism and nationalism of the *60s, with its
own variations peculiar to the ’80s.

We also should not rule out the
possibility that more militant national-
ist groupings will gain hegemony among
2 layer of people in the Black Move-
ment. However, we are least familiar with
this current at this time. We do know
that there are pockets of strong
nationalism in certain parts of the
country, such as Chicago, and in the
prisons (though not among all. Black
prisoners and, obviously, not among all
Black people in Chicagoe). But, again, we
unfmmmidv know too little about
these groupings.

To summarize: Overall, the Black
Movement is diSorganized, still in
retreat, and lacks any unifying, viable
perspective/strategy that is agreed upon
by any large numbers of Black activists.
On the other hand, there have been signs

of a revitalization of the Black Move-
ment, though we should avoid over-
stating or overblowing them. At the
same time, a new political current
mixing a certain kind of integrationism
with nationalism seems to be emerging.
‘Whether this current will gain hegemony
in the Black Movement over the long run
is hard to say at this point.

Main themes of
RSL strategy

In this context, there are a number of
major themes/slogans we should em-
phasize that indicate the overall strategic
direction we believe the struggle for
Black Liberation - should take. This
underlying conception is the need to
build a strong, working class movement
that unites and fights for the needs of all
sectors of the working class and specially
oppressed, and that is independent of
the capitalist class and its parties.

Given the fact that the ruling class is

on the offensive and the working class, -

particularly- Black people, is in retreat,
the first theme is Defense—that is; ‘the
need to defend, to the degree possible,
the economic, social and political gains
Avon by the Black Movement in the 1950s
and ’60s. We are for defending all

./ rights, needs, programs and organiza-

tions of Black people that are presently

under attack. This includes busing and
affirmative action progi
have been critical of in
should support all concrete struggles of
Blacks where they are fighting to defend
past gains or win new ones. A central
core of this is the need to fight within the
workers’ movement as a whole, the
labor unions, other organizations and
within the left for such a policy. We
need to explain why what appear to be
specifically “Black’’ demands are, or
should be, the demands of the entire
movement, ot mere something
“good” for Black pcopic Essential to
this is the notion that the attack on
k people is the leading edge of the
k on the eatire working class and all
>d people. We should ruthlessty
expose any hotions that by allowing
Blacks to get attacked white workers can
get a larger piece of the cake that
remains.

The second major broad theme we
should emphasize in our propaganda
and agitation is the need for Umity. All
movements aix! orpanizations of work-
ers and other oppressed people should
support the demands of the others.
Where differences arise, for example,
between Blacks and Latins over the
issues of busing and bilingual education,
these differences should be worked out

lll)ﬂs, conferen
pwlww to. -thg

15, organigations- or- institutions.
It is crucml that the organizations of
Latins, women, gays, white workers,
ctc., defend and take up each other’s
demands as if they were their own and
not werely as part of a quid pro quo (s
deal), a favor or a ‘“‘good. thing."’ Con
cretely, we should strenuously advocate
a consistent united front policy among
all the movements -and orgamzalmm
withii the movements of work
oppressed people We shou1d clcarly
understand that educational  work,
anda and agitation cannot, by
i bout the unity that
uires, but that such
y can only be built in practice and
over time, through joint struggle on the
part.of the different sectors, layers and
organizations of the working class. The
-chief way such unity,- even on a

 temporary, limited and partial basis, will

¢ achieved is through concrete united
fronts of the distinct organizations,
whose mutual distrust and even hostility
will be broken down through concrete
experience in struggie.

An additional component of such a
policy of unity is a struggle against all
forms of racism, chauvinism, sexism
and other forms of bourgeois ideclogy
among the individuals, organizations
and movements. By struggle, we mean
educational work designed to explain
what these various ‘‘isms’* are, how they”
arise historically/secially and their role
in dividing the working class and pre-

venting it from achieving an actual class -

consciousness. Such work needs to be
carried out.among all groups since the
weakness of -the -working class move-
ment in this country and the pervasive
influence of the bourgeoisie, its agents
and its ideologies mean that there is no
section of the population_ that is free
from cne form or another of prejudice,
such as racism among whites, male,
female, gay and straight; sexism among
males, Black and white; anti-gay sexism

-among straight whites, Blacks, Latins,

males and females, etc.

The third major broad theme for our
propaganda and agitation should be the
need for Independ from the ital-
ist class. Today, no actual classwide

- movement yet exists. Each -group of °
~workers and especially oppressed people

still struggles by and lfarge on its own,
for its own perceived needs and, in fact
if not. consciously, in competition with
the needs of: other workers. The. same
applies to the trade umions, which no
more represent the class interests of the

“Our underlying c«
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ption of the

&

ruggle for

Black liberation is the need to build a strong,
working class mavemmt that unites and fights

Sfor the needs of all secto
and speciatly oppressed, w;"mf that is independern

s af the working class

i

of the capitalist class and its parties.”’

working class than does the NAACP;
they represent a swli and relatively
privileged section of the working class
and are led by sections of the middle
class. As a result, the struggle for class
independence must be put forward in as
concrete ianner as possible in any

c demands which by them-
selves, at all times, present and advo-
cate the independence of the working
class from:the capitalist class. For this
reason, we generally support the call for,
and steps toward the formation of, a
Black party independent of the capitalist
class.

While this is not per se a class party, if
such a party were formed and were
actually independent of the Democratic
and Republican parties, it would repre-
sent motion toward the formation of a
class party. Of course, we have the duty
to expose attempts to use the slogan of
an independent party, and even the
formation of a supposedly independent
party, as a means of actually tying Black
people to the Democratic Party in a new,
hidden way. Hence, our attitude toward
any given organization or movement
should be concrete and flexible. How-
ever, our starting point in this regard is a
positive attitude toward the call for, and
any concrete motion toward, the forma-
tion of an independent Biack party.

Consistent with this, we reject any
notion that the call for, steps in the
direction of and an actual labor party is
necessarily more of a class slogan than
the comparable slogans, etc., of an inde-
pendent Black party. While a labor
party, that is, a party based on the trade’
unions, may have more of a clasg
character than say an independent Black
party, insofar as it will include and
address itself at least formally to the

- needs of workers of all races, this does

not mean it will not in fact have a
sectoral character, that is, represent,

- defend and fight for the needs of a
particular sector of the working class as-.

opposed to the working class as a whole.
On the contrary, given the small sector
of ‘the working class that is actually in
undons, the white and skilled character
of much of the union membership, the

_fact that such white skilled workers

constitute the active base of the unions,
that ‘the unions are run primarily- by
white former:skilled workers and white
mndd}e class profasmnals, and conszder—

ing what the actual attitudes and policies
of these bureaucrats ¢ today
movement for a labor party ov
labor party itself will in facs
only a section of the working class.
other words, a labor. party would most
likely be just as sectoral and partial and
fed by middle class forces as a Black
party.

We certainly should support calls for,

steps toward and the actual formation of

‘a labor party. However, we should have
no illusions about the actual naturc of
such a formation, or about its claims to
speak for the entire working class. We
would fight within it for it to actually
represcitt and fight for the interests of
the entire working clas, including and es-
pecially its most oppressed sectors, such
as Blacks. Similarly, we would organize
and fight within any Black party for it to
adopt a program and fight (¢ represent,
in fact, the interests of the entire
working class. This does not mean that
we would fight against its Black
character, to make it open to whites, etc.
It does mean that we would fight to have
the party and iis yank and file see them-
selves as an integral part of a class move-
ment of the working class; to organizeits
working class base to struggle against
the narrow parochial orientation-of the
middle class elements and leaders within
the Black party; and to have the party
adopt a program that stands for and
actually fights for the interests of the
entire working class,

A step toward the formation of a truly
working class party and through this,
further motion toward class unity,
would be an actual united front between
the movements for a labor party and a
Black party at both the official formal

level and at the base. In other words,

here as elsewhere, we see a process of
building unity through struggle, through
concrete united fronts in action as the
way to build an actual united class

. movement. We should be clear; more-

‘over, that we do not see such parties,
independent Black party or labor party,
as being the actual movements of the
various sectors ‘of the working .class;
they are structures/leaderships.of these
sectors of the workers and do- not
“actually represent the thinking or
interests-of the rank and file of these
movements, let alone the entire workmg
class. [}
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LEAGUE is an organization dedicated

to the fight for freedom for all the
world’s people—freedom from poverty and
hunger; from racism and all forms of
national, sexual, age and class-related
oppression; from privileged rulers and
wars—freedom from capitalism.

We believe that this fight is more
necessary than ever. Today, the world
capitalist system is sliding deeper and
deeper into a massive economic, political
and social crisis. This crisis is bringing
conditions as bad as or worse than the
Great Depression of the 1930s. In aofi
countries, theruling classes are responding

- 1o the crisis by bludgeoning down the living
standards of the masses of people and
curtailing our rights. Unemployment and
wage-cutting, cutbacks in soclal services
1nd a beefing up of the repressive
apparatus—the police, military, prisons,

~~are all part of the capitalist attack. As
n the 19305 the crisis is paving the way for
1he rise of fascist groups-eager to impose
their genocidal solution on humanity.
Internationally, the crisis will musn
the batties among the different blocs o
mﬂonul capitalists to flare into full- >cule
nars, as egch seeks to defend and increase
15 power, ‘markets, investmen! ~ullets and
ral rescurces against the
sthers, Twice already this century the
capitalists have fought devastating world
wars, in which million eople died.

t of huge nuclear

up the planet
an cmhmhon

i The REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST

which the masses of
control of the gove enis, banks, means
of transportation and communication,
tactories, fields, % lis and mines. A
revolution would also'have to smash the
capitalists' state apparatus: their police and
armed forces, their courts and prisons, their
political bodies (legislatures, congresses,
parli is, etc.) and th buréau-
cracies, and other institutions of capitalist
class rule.

While such revolutions are most
likely to develop on a national basis, we
believe that to be successful they must’

become worldwide in scope. Capitalism is

an international system, with a world
economy and a world market. Only through
an international socialist revolution can the
workers and their allies eliminate all
capitalist oppression and have access to the
human, notural and technical resources
necessary fo solve the problems
confronting human society.

In place of the dictatorship of the
capitalists, the RSL believes working
and oppressed people can build a
cooperative, humane world society. Run by
workers' councils and other mass organiza-
tions of farmers, housewives, soldiers and
specially oppressed groups, the new
society would provide‘the fuilest
democracy for the vast majority of people,
while ruthlessly suppressing the capitalists
and those who seek o get ahead by
stopping on the backs of others,

Although the destructive legacy of
capitalism would be severe, a truly
democratic, mass-controlled government
could begin to reorganize society to fulfill
hyman needs, not provide a privileged
existence for tiny elites. Resources cur-
rently thrown into the military, for
example, could be used to end hunger,
build housing, schools, roads, ete. The
workweek could ba shortened, creating
jobs for millions of unemployed people.

In ways such as these, the inequality
and scarcity that lie at the heart of capital-
ism's dog-eat-dog competitiveness could be
eliminated. People would Increasingly have
no reaton to get over on others, and the
matarial basis of classes, the state, racism,
sexism and anti-gay bigotry would
disappear.’Increasingly, everyone would
have the time and opportunity to develop
their full human potential; everyone would
become iruly FREE, able to control their
own destinies.

This is our vision of SOCIALISA. it
willnot be easy o achieve. And it Isnot -
inevitable—people have to want it and
fight for it. But we believe It is the only
alternative worth fighting for.

Socialism does not exist anywhere in
the world today. What is called -«
socialism in countries like Russia,
China, Cuba, Albania, Poland, etc., is state
capitalism, a 20th century variation of
traditional, private shareholding
ital In the state-capitalist (often

called Stalinist) countries, as in the

“regular” capitalist nations, o small elite
dominates society, making all the decisions
and reaping all the benefits. Working and
oppressed people have no more control of
the factories and other workplaces, the
economy, the government or anything else
than do workers in traditional copitalist
countries. The state-capitalist ruling class
controls the state apparatus and
nationalized industry, while the workers
are in the position of being wage slaves,
chained to a giant capitalist machine.
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WE STAND FOR

Program in Brief of the Revolutionary Socialist League

In these countries-—as in all the
countries of the world—REVOLUTION is the
only way 1o establish real socialism and win
freedom for all working and oppressed
people.

At a time when the struggle
between the world's two main imperialist
powers, the U.S. and the U.S.S.R., Is being
portrayed wrongly as one between
capitalism and socialism, democracy and
totalitarianism, the RSL believes it is more
importani than ever to take a clear siand in
opposition to capitalism in all its forms and
to fight for a revolutionary, libertarion
vision of socialism.

In the coming period, as the
5 capitalist crisis intensifies, we

expact moss movements and rass
struggles —both of the right and the left
—~—to break out with increasing frequency
around the world. The question is: Will
these upheavals lead to fascist dictator-
ships, state-capitalist transformations, a
new world war-—or an international
socialist revolution that puts all the capital-
ist garbage behind us?

The RSL believes that the last
outcome can be brought to pass only with
the active intervention and political leader-
ship of a disciplined international ravolu-
tionary working class party. This party, and
its sections in countries around the world, is
needed to educate and organize workers
and other oppressed people about the
cause of their misery and the solution to it;
o work in different movements and
struggles ta Increase the class-consclous-
ness and militancy of their participants; fo
combat reformist, social-democratic, state-
capitalist, foscist and other leaderships that
would derail mass, popular struggles and
lead them to certain defeat; and 1o help
unite the different forces oppressed by
capitalism into o it on the
system. :
The existence of revolutionary
working class parties does not guarantee
victory. But without them, the more-
organized and powerful enemies of

socialist revolution will surely triumph.

The RSL considers the construction of
a revolutionary party in the U.S. and around
the world to be our main strategic task. In
so doing, we reject any and all elitist
notions that have come to be associated
with such parties: that the party stands
separate from and above the working
class; that the party may use any method,
no matter how base or dishonest, to gain
leadership of the rmasses in struggle; that
its goal is to form a one-party siate within a
supposedly socialist society. Our goal is a
society where human beings can
consciously shape their own existence; we
see a revolutionary party simply as the
vehicle through which this can be made
possible. /

The RSL identifies itself in the

tradition of Marx, Engels, Lenin and

Trotsky, particularly the pioneeriny
theoretical work of Morx and Engels; the
conception of the party, the stress on the
importance of national liberation struggles
and the anti-statism shown in The State and
Revolutlon of Lenin; and the fight against
Stalinism of Trotsky. But we also identify
with the best of anarchism, particularly its
libertarian spirit. And we hold in no less
regard those leaders throughout the ages
who have fought against various forms of
exploitation and oppression: from
Spartacus to Harriet Tubman, from Emilianc
Zapata to Malcolm X.

We believe it is crucial for the left 1o
rid itself of the state-capitalist baggage
which it has carried for far too long. To do
50 requires a careful evaluation of the
theoretical underpinnings of the modern
left, from Mars to the Russian Revolution to
the current day. Only in this way can the
best of our heritage-—the fight against
oppression and for revolutienary socialism
-—be preserved and the worst of It—an
infatuation with technocratic planning and
strong state: discarded

Revolutionaries must be the vanguard in
the fight for common decency and true
freedom. It is to that fight the RSL is
committed, body and soul. Join us!
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(Continued from page 3)
*gentlemanly’’ affairs. Companies shut
down when a strike was announced,
union leaders organized token picketing
at plant gates, and both sides waited for
negotiators to work out a deal. The
companies were willing to share a small
part of their prosperity with the workers
in order to maintain production for a
world and domestic market dominated
by U.S. industry. And union leaders felt
no need to demand any more than that
as long as they could win respectable-
looking wage gains year after year.

But today, the U.S. economy is in a
prolonged slump, and profits are declin-
ing. As a result, the capitalists arc in
creasingly hiring union-busting special-
ists, using scabs 1o maintain production
during strikes and calling in the cops or
the National Guard to provide exira
muscle whenever necessary to break a
strike. In response, workers will have to
change their approach to future contract
struggles and union organizing drives if
they are to meet this challenge.

The Phelps Dodge strikers understood
the need to keep scabs out at any cost
and they used militant, mass picket lines
to try to do this. They realized that the
only way to force the company into
negotiating a decent contract was to shut
it down—and they were ready to take
over and occupy the mines and other
company facilities to kéep it closed.
These kinds of militant tactics will in-
creasingly be necessary to win major
labor battles in the coming period.

But even these militant trade union
tactics may not be enough to win
victories. Small groups of strikers, such
as those in Arizona’s copper mining
towns, can all too easily be isolated and

ning w1th those in the ¢
and extending to the entire lab

=
Even such elementary tr: de union sol
idarity, though an important advarce,
will not in itself be sufficient to win the
battles that lie ahead. Today, less than
20 percent of the country’s workforce
has union protection. Many workers

Russian Ec

(Continued from page 7)

Russia, some areas go months at a time
without such necessities as meat, toothpaste
and toilet paper.

This isn’t planned. At ‘the beginning “of
each plan, quotas are set to provide for
ample consumer goods as well military
hardware and producer goods liké machine
tools. But with the plan itself founded on
misinformation, and given the bureaucratic
in-fighting, subterfuge, inefficiency and
conservatism, what happens really isn’t sur-
prising. All these factors waste scarce re-
sources and lower productivity. The result is
that part way through the planning period,
the original plan (if it was ever finished) has
to be scrapped. When it is redrawn, the
planners ensure that the military and heavy
industry get the resources they need, and the

Ereaer

view the established unions with suspi-
cion and even hostility—and with some
reason. For the better part of the last
four decades, the major industrial
unions have been content to seek
improvements for a tiny minority of
workers while ignoring the needs and
aspirations of the overwhelming major-
ity. It is not surprising that many
workers—and often those in the lower-
paying and more exploitive industries—
see little reason to rally behind the labor
movement and can often be used as
strikebreakers and scabs. No effective
movement against the capitalist attacks
will be built unless it includes non-union
workers, unemployed workers, undocu-
mented workers and Blacks, Latins,
women and gay people who are also
under attack from the capitalists. To
build this kind of unity, union members
cannot simply call on other workers for
support; instead, the unions themselves
must take the lead in building a mass
fightback by defending the interests of
all working and oppressed people. Only
if the umions begin to champion the
struggles of those who are today outside
the ranks of the labor movement will the
union movement create any significant
support for its struggles.

Workers need own
political party

Unfortunately, the only ““mass move
ment”’ most union leaders warnt
thing to do with is one limited to taking
people to the voting booths in 1984 to
vote for the Democratic Party. Their
constant refrain is that only a Demo-
cratic Party victory can save ‘workers’
jobs and living standards. This is the
song they have been singing everywhere
in recent months, including at the Soli-
darity Day III rallies, the August.27th
March on Washington and in.countless
national and Iocal union publications
and events.

It is only natural that many workers
driven to the wall by the combination of
government cutbacks “and company
attacks are looking to the Democrats for

nomy

Even officially there are free markets in
Russia. There are, for example, the farmers’
‘markets, in which peasants sell the produce
produced on their tiny private plots (which
are much more productive and produce
goods of higher quality, by the way, than the
large bureaucratic state and collective farms).
These plots produce as much as 60 percent of
Russia’s potato crop, 40 percent of its fruits
and eggs, and 30 percent of its meat, milk
and vegetables. While unplanned, this free-
market production and distribution is
officially tolerated, and sometimes en-
couraged, because it is vital to the country’s
food supply.

Russia’s underground

production of consumer goods goes out the
window. In the Ninth Five Year Plan, far—”chﬂomy

example, the production of heavy industry
came out omly 1 percent below target;
consumer goods lagged 22 percent.

All this (a tiny portion of the available
information) should be enough to demon-
strate’ that economic-planning in Russia, far
from being an efficient economic mechanism
through which resources.are allocated be-
forehand rather than in the after-the-fact
manner of capitalist market economies, is

actually highly imefficient. Nothing comes -

out the way it is sipposed to, and billions of
dollars of resources are wasted every year.
But there is more. to this inefficiency than
meets the eye. The inefficiency reflects the
fact that, contrary to the claims of groups

like the SWP and LOM, market forces and .

markets have not been abolished in Russia.

But beyond this, there is-another much
larger market that is not legal, but is essential
to the functioning of the Russian economy.
This is the vast semi-legal “‘second econ-
omy,”’ which accounts, according to some,
for up to 25 percent of the Russian gross
national product. That is, one-quarter of all
goods and services are produced outside the
guidelines faid down by the plan.

This “‘second,’”’ or ‘‘parallel,” economy
works on several levels Almost all Russian
enterprises employ tolkachi, or. expediters,
‘whosée job it is to procure scarce - -materials

ide official ch Is. The- hi are

ﬂlegal Officially, they work as clerks, super-
_visors, or in other legitimate jobs. But in
‘reality they deal on the black markegf ba.r}ef!- -

of police and National
Guardsmen protected scabs when Phelps
Dodge reopened its Morenci mine.

Hundreds

relief. But as the Phelps Dodge strike
and other recent siruggles demonstrate,
workers who count on the Democrals
are putting their heads in a trap.

Workers helped elect Babbitt as gov-
ernor of Arizona. Bul once in office, he
unicashed the National Guard against
siriking workers and sent his hired dogs
in to spy on the strikers. Over ithe
surmmer other Democratic governors in
Montana and Michigan ordered state
police to suppress militant actions by
striking  construction  workers.,  The
Democrats will make all kinds of
promises to get workers to turn out and
vote for them. But whenever .working
people begin fighting {or themselves, the
Democrats will Jock arms with the
capitalists on the other side of the
barricades.

The one kernel of truth in all the talk
about the Democrats is that politics does
really matter, that our problems can’t be
solved simply on the trade union or
community level, but require a national
political solution. In the Phelps Dodge
strike, for example, the workers found
themselves on the defensive because they

use bribery or whatever else is necessary to
get the supplies needed to keep their firms
running.

in addition, the Russian economy is
peppered with thousands of illegal traders,
workshops and service establishments. These
produce, trade, and/or embezzle state
property solely for the underground market.
{They no doubt fill much of the demand of
the tolkachi.) Recently, the Minister of the
Interior and his First Deputy, the late presi-
dent Brezhnev’s son-in-law, were dismissed
from their posts after being implicated in a
smuggling ring. A little earlier, two officers
in the Administration for Combatting Em-
bezzlement of Socialist Property and Specu-
lation in southern Russia were themselves
convicted of taking bribes to overlook a ring
of local restaurant officials who_stole food
and sold it on the black market. ThlS is just

had no political power and therefore
could not prevent the company from
mobilizing the enormous resources of
the state against them.

To defeat the deepening capitalist
offensive, workers will need to combine
their economic struggles against indivi-
dual companies with struggles against
the political monopoly of the capitalist
class as a whole. First and foremost, the
U.S. working class needs 1o establish its
own political party-—a labor party, built
on the unions and the mass organiza-
tions of women, gays, Latins, Blacks
and other oppressed people. Such a
party, made up of all working people,
could be a powerful force. After all, the
capitalists have . their own political
parties—the Democrats and the Repub-
ficans-— and these parties, whatever their
differences, can be counted on to defend
the fundamental interests of the ruling,
capitalist class. Working people need a
party committed to defending the inter-
ests of the workghg class. Such a party
would not merely run its own candidates
in elections (though it would do this),
but could also organize support for local
strikes through nationwide demonstra-
tions, militant mass picket lines, sym-
pathy strikes, and other simjlar actions.
In other words, such a party could be the
skeleton for a nationwide movement of
working people that fighis in the streets,
on the picket lines and at the baliot box.

Clearly, such a party, as important as
it would be, cannot be built in a few
months. It will take years of organizing
and struggle. But, the building of such a
party can, and must, begin now if
workers are to have half a chance of
successtully vesisting the capitalist atiack
on their living standards, organizations
and political rights. A place to starl
would be for the more militant and
radical unions, Black and Latin organi-
zations, wormen’s groups, gay groups,
etc., to organize a series of regional
conferences. These conferences would
be forums for activists to discuss the

present state of the struggle and ways to,

deepen and broaden the popular move-
ment. They could also begin the
planning of a national conference of the
same kind. Conceivably, if this confer-
ence were large enough and involved a
sufficiently broad array of organiza-
tions, it could map out plans to begin
organizing the national working class
party that i 5()rdy needed. (]

it is a pretty feeble one. The central plan not
only doesn’t work, it can’t work, because the
cconomy can only function as a market
economy in combination with, and distorted
by, the bureaucracy’s efforts to plan it. Con-
trary to what the SWP, LOM and other
apologists of Russian state capitalism
contend, commodity production has not
been abolithed in Russia. Instead, it is
generalized, but caught in a web of bureau-
cratic interference. Generalized commodity
production is characteristic of capitalism,
not of a workers’ state or socialism. As a
form of capitalism, the Russian economy is
subject to the same laws as traditional
‘Western capitalism, such as the declining rate
of profit (in which increasing amounts of
physical inputs relative to total capital
depress the rate of return on total capital—
raw materials, machinery and labor—apd”

i finding ways for the ruling

the tip of the iceberg. t and
corruption of all kinds are rife throughout
the Russian economy, and Andropov has
targeted it as a major economic (and social)
problem.

All this dealing in fact constitutes a market
not too different from many found in the
West. Because of the bottlenecks inherent in
the bureaucracy’s planning, . factories are
forced to trade in the second economy to get
supphies. As a result, the plan works at all
only because of this market, yet at the same
time its unplanned nature further undermines
whatever goals' the bureaucracy tried to
impose with its plan in the first place.

" As the above discussion ‘shows, the

Russian economy is not really planned at all.

Benwth the superficlal appearances of
ing, itisa ch free affair.

class to increase the surplus value squeezed
out of the workers). And it is this tendency of
the rate of profit to fall that explains the
current stagnation of the Russian economy,
just as it is the cause of the crisis of world
capitalism in general.

The crisis in the USSR is a crisis of
capitalism. At bottom the failure of planning
is caused by the fact that antagonistic classes
—the bureaucracy, on the one hand, and the
workers and farmers, on the other-—cannot
cooperate with -each other to plan’ pro-

.duction.

“Thus we believe that the most important
source of social tension in the economy is not
just a lack of harmony,” say the Siberian
economists, ‘‘but an actusl contradiction of

among groups,
team:leaders and

Rather than the market. and the resul

kers and team lead
and >’ . The

anarchy of production being abolished, they
remain, although in a new form. The
bureaucmcy s planning is actuaﬂy an aftempt
to plan thee y to serve its il , but.

crisis ,of Russian state capitalism, in other
words is caused by the class struggle.
: [TO BE CI)NTIN UED.}
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