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' one single cause:
of the working-class move- -

R R

by Shelley Kramer

The military coup and the
bloodbath unleashed in Chile
is a devastating setback, not
only for the Chilean working
class but for all the workers
of Latin America and for all
the workers of the world.

But to win the final victory,
the world proletariat thust
draw strength not only from
its victories but aiso from its
defeats. It must come to un-
derstand_the causes for those
defeats and determine that the
same mistakes will never be
made again.

.REFORM OR REVOLUTION?
The disaster in Chile had

ment in that country—Chilean
labor’s general staff—were ref-
ormists not revolutionaries.

The leaders

For over a century one sin-
gle dispute has torn the work-
ing class movement of the
world: the question of reform
or revolution.

Revolutionary socialists
from Marx and Engels to Lenin
and Trotsky have tirelessly ex-

-plained that there is only one '

road to socialism: by winning
decisive victory in the class
struggle

" Capitalism is a system Wthh
enriches its ruling class, the
bourgeoisie. - No ruling class
in history has ever given.up
its power and privileges with-
out a struggle. The central
purpose of the capitalist state
is to defend the bourgeoisie’s
rule with violence: the army,
the police, the prisons.

Only by organizing the
working class independent of

and against the bourgeoisi/g

on a revolutionary socialist
program; only by understand-

e

ing, accepting, and winning the
class struggle; only by arming
and prepa‘ting the working

- class for-the- final showdown -

with the capitilists and their

state; only by seizing industry

and the land and smaqhmg the
(Jont

by Kevin Tracey r

The energy crisis is real. [t is as real as'the capitalist class’s
desperate drive for profits, It is as real as hunger and cold
and war. That is why one single word is coming more and
more to dominate domestic and world politics: Qil! The
same word also stands for international capitalism’s ever-
deepening economic and social crisis.

In carly October, Richard Nixon suddenly discovercd the
energy crisis. This new discovery came after months of
flat White House denials that anything in particular was
wrong.

Finally forced to face reality, Nixon tells us he is preparing
a “plan.” Judging from the public speeches of his henchmen,
Nixon’s plan is basically identical to those other brilliant
plans now being offered up by Republicans and Democrats
alike.

All these plans have one thing in common: none of them
will increase the supply of fuel available! And all the plan-
ners know it. The best that capitalism-today can do, Nixon’s
Interior Secretary admits, “is to spread. the discomfort.out.”

The new slogan is “Shdre the Cold.” In the hlstory of capi-
talism’s collapse this slogan will rank alongsmp the U S. Agrl-
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Wlthm the compass of decaying world 1mpcn—
ahsm bourgeois nationalism is ever moré circum-
scribed, especially in backward countries.” The
‘bourgepis-democératic revolution in the Middle
East ¥ halted half-finished- and the statist mili-
_.tary and semi-military regimes of Egypt, Syria,
Irag and Libya accommodate with the monar-

w1th Israel,

Both United States and huropcan imperialism
gnd the state-capitalist imperialism of the ‘USSR

new 1mpc1 i-

alist war.  The United States remains.the main
imperialist danger. Today it wishes time for bar- '
\;gain’ /an‘d maneuver, tomorrow, it will intervene

3

A

TR

—

. needs. Mid-Lx
increase its
backing tQé A
The Unite
agent, Israel,
off balance a
- the- Arab ‘caj
to d]cmte t
Nixon’s fond
not only rel
also smash’ th
The motor
search for pr
tive” aloné d
produccd and
% In order t
capitalists®mu
compctltprs.
previous profi
cHinery. ‘Here

Each - gener
more expensiv
the same time
chinery gives .
uency than d
isa fallmg rate

The falling,
fects, (1) It
tractive to fur

reduces "the fu
‘tain and expan

These two |

‘ final resu}t sif




- tion known as O]’I“ b (Oll and Pctro-

1 Ave ih- 1%
eum Exportmg nmes), ]mvvggf m minds of the worke:

pared. "An atmoephere« f' panic must
Jomt control of the wealth produced Ez "fr;;é:g btzfosr,:'ci?e \goﬁ ':fgcﬁlsgﬁi?
_...in thexr countrles by wclls owned by ; OB | S :

by: OPEC have ar foughtin -
n, ngyv tha.t the - the mterests of thc Ldplt ists. o
Magazine after newspaper, ¢
- vision . program. after, another, prlce” '
. faise_after price raise-will be necessary, .
to lay the groundwork, or a real “pub
«lic opinion®” breakthrough by the, cdpi
talists. . i feam 4
< For thc W kmg elass th(. «,m.rgy
ers as’well -as the capltahst i solu- PR
tion,? is de'xdly. ,
: This winter, American. workers Jill
‘get a bitter foretaste of the cold..which
accompanied:the lastDepressiam.
Workers .in’ Britain, for example ‘have, |

eno ugﬁ thé c épl tall'i"
workers gw.dl enloy

. brothels‘ .
In the same way,

-severe food. shortages ;
food pncus only slgnal the full-scale
disaster~ to  come-—a- return to de-
pression conditions, ‘when :livestock

_is slaughtered and fields left to:rot = -
because it is not. “profltable to sell.
produce. 8

" Thus, the -energy crisis is ac

crete illustration of the sickness killing
capitalist society:and the menac with
-which * that sickness and - its

‘threaten the working class here
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INSIDE TEA

by Jack Gregory & Mary Robinson

In the face ofsthe.greatest attacks against teachers, students,
and parents in decades, the American Federation of Teachers
(AFT) held its 57th" national convention in Washington, D\p.,(
over the week of August 20. State and city governments are

everywhere 6n the offénsive against teachers.
with consequent teacher layoffs, in-

budgets are being cut,

Education

creased class size, and .a general deterioration of the school

system.

In this critical situation, the AFT convention should have
laid’ the groundwork for an aggressive counter-attack. Instead,
the sluggish opportunists in the union bureaucracy dedicated
the convention to the politics of retreat. They spent the union’s
only -national meeting of the year parading their support of
anti-labor capitalist politicians, and failed even to debate the
well-known differences within the. bureaucracy itself, let alone
map out the desperately needed coherent, unified national

strategy. .

Rumors flew prior to the
convention that an open rup-
ture would finally occur be-
tween AFT president David
Selden and the president of the
union’s largest local, Albert
Shanker. Shanker and-Selden
have frequently disagreed over

which—cliques in the Demo-
cratic’ Party and the AFL-CIO
bureaucracy tosupport.
Shanker sides with George
Meany and the Jackson-
Humphrey wing of the Demo-
crats; Selden was a McGov-
ern supporter and is a mild

critic of Meany (although Seld-
en. is always the first to Sing
out that “there could be a lot
worse than Meany!”).
PIECARD UNITY

‘But. rumtors or no rumors,
‘the Selden-Shanker split never
reached thé convention floor.
In order to confront conven-

tion delegates with a bureau-

crats’ solid front, Selden kept
quiet. He agreed to keep his
differences with Shanker con-
fined to the Progressive Cau-

cus which Shanker dominates -

and which controls the AFT

- nationally.

By surrendering to Shanker
at the convention, Selden
signed his own death warrant
in the union. At most, Shank-
er will now allow Selden to
serve out his present term in
office as a lame duck.

Selden’s decision not to
fight Shanker at the conven-

‘tion was not surprising. Be-

neath their surface dispute,
both men agree on the same
fundamental pro-capitalist pro-
gram.

Both supported wage con-
trols, binding arbitration, and

Defroif Federation of Teachers

- Militant Strike Betrayed

by James Arthur

DETROIT — Mary Ellen Rior-
dan has narrowly managed to
sell out the longest strike in the
history of the Detroit Federa-
tion of Teachers. By a vote of
4907 to 3300, with 2600
teachers not even voting, the
DFT has accepted the Board
of Education’s “final offer’
and the strike has ended.

Over the years, the Riordan
leadership has consistently set-
tled for contracts which even
the mostloyal company union
would find insulting.  This
t 1s no excep-

Ttion.
year, however, is that her rit-
ual scllout has been made more
difficult by the teachers’ mili-
tancy.- The DFT split down
the middle over the contract,
and the pressure of the ranks
forced-a serious split even

within Riordan’s own forces. .

The coming’ school year will
unleash new explosions in the
DFT“which Riordan is in no
.shape to handle. The oppor-,
tunitics forrevolutionary
teachers to counterpose their
own lcadership to the thor-
oughly exposed Riordan crowd
are greater than cver before.
STRIKE BEGINS

The DFT strike lngdn on

September 3. the day suhcd-

it this

uled as the first day of classes.
The Board of Education had
offered the teachers a wage in-
crease of only 5.5 per cent and
refused to reduce the size of
classes. (In fact it insisted
that no ceiling be placed’ on
class size at all.)

The cutting edge of the
Board’s offer was a ‘“‘teacher
accountability” scheme. This
plan provides merit pay for
“good” teachers and the right
of the Board and its allies—

“community authorities”— ]
to transfer or fire any teacheljl"xsvvore

deemed “poor” without having
to prove any specific charge at
an open hearing:
" "The accountability scheme
means death for tenure and the
grievance procedure. It would
give the Board free rein"to lay.
off teachers by the hundreds
and pile up staggering job
loads on those who remain.
The demands initially put
forward by the Detroit Feder-
ation of Teachers were ‘these:
a 9.7 per cent pay increase to
make up -for losses to inflation
during a two-year salary freeze;

a quarterly cost-of-living

adjustment in wages; a reduc-
tion in the legal class size
from 37 to 33, and a firm

13

resistance to the Board’s “ac-

countability” swindle.

For six wecks Detroit teach-
ers fought the Board’s union-

busting tactics.

children of Detroit.

The settlement which Rior-
dan presented for approval to
the DFT on October 14 was a
far cry from even her own
original modest demands
(which of course Riordan

e would ‘never back
down E%). By the terms of
the settdement, the (,Q’IG;]
issues haWbcun takenout of
Pay
and class size arc to be settled
through binding arbitration.:
To add insult to injury, Rior-
dan claimed that her “greatest
over the
controversial “accountability”
Whether or not this
will be instituted is now to be
decided by an “#mpartial”
Goveror’s commission,
chaired by a member of the-*
" reputations,

the membership’s-reach.

victory” was won

scheme.

state Board of Education!

Riordan’s betrayal is made
all the mare disgusting by the
courage and determination
shown by the teachers them-
first we
fought every attempt to break
from the school
“board and their allies in the .

sclves: From the

our strike,

We marched
on the picket lines and held
massive demonstrations. - We
risked jail by defying a court
injunction. At each new turn
we showed our determination
to fight for a decent contract
and quality education for the

courts, te our own union
“leadership.”’

- When Judge Thomas Foley
handed down a court injunc-
tion against the DFT strike in
September, nine thousand
teachers gathered at a down-

.town rally shouted “Hell no!

122 .

We won'’t go!

When the “Michigan Chris- .

tian Nationalist” movement,
an amalgam of black nation-
alists and poverty pimps, tried
to demagogically appeal to
black teachers to cross the
picket lines, we stood our

_gfound united. When Riordan

first announced her intention
to accept binding arbitration
to a mass rally of 8,000 teach-
ers, she was drowned out by
chants of
don’t want to arbitrate!” At
a meeting held the evening
"before the final voting took
place, not one DFT member
would speak from the floor
in favor of Riordan’s ceiitract.

This show of force sent
shivers up the union bureau-
crats’ spines. To revive their
they made one
last phoney show of “mili-
tancy.” After for¢ing the con-
tract down the teachers’
throats, Riordan dramatically
announced that teachers would
not return -to work until the
school board granted amnesty
and " dropped its ‘“damages”

S,
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-H RS’ CONVENTION

reliance on the Democratic
Party; both refuse .to fight

‘for nationally funded -educa-

tion financed by taxing banks’
and corporations(the only
real path out of the budget
squeeze in ¢éducation). Beth

*fear the mass action of the

working class., Both reject
statewide much, less national
strikes. Both reject the con-*
cept of a labor party which is
independent of the Democratic
and Republican capitalist par-
ties.

Rather than have an open
split in the leadership- which
might open the way for de-
bate of questions like these on
the convention floor, Selden
blocked with Shanker to table
every controversial question
off the floor.

ROTTEN LEADERSHIP

It’s not surprising that Seld-
en and %hanker wanted to
keep the <€rucial question of a
viable strategy for teachers out
of the convention. In the past
year, both their strategies have
been exposed as rotten to the

core. ‘
Cont’d —
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fines against the DFT. One of
Riordan’s supporters gave the
game away however when she
confided to a local newsman:
“Thank .God' the school board
did this [refused amnesty].
The Board brought the union
back together again!” .
“SOCIALIST TEACHER”
Only one group within the
Detroit Federation of Teachers
fotight for a program which
could unite all workers behind
the strike and provide quality
~education forall children.

Through our publication, So-

cialist Teacher, the Revolu-
tionary Socialist League pre-

. sented a program and a strat-

egy for winning p‘le strike. In
response to the school board’s
claims of “bankruptcy,” we
demanded the only possible
solution: Tax the banks and
corporations to- finance edu-
cation! To enforce this policy,
Nationalize the banks and cor-
porations under workers’ con-
trol!

Socialist Teacher warned
DFT members before the
strike began that Riordan
would sell out at the first
We explained
that she, like her fellow union

bureaucrats, fundamentally -

represents thesinterests of the
employer WJthln thc ldbOI‘
movement.

. Riordan proved this once

4
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most 15() strikes in 1972-73
(up from 89 in the previous
school year), salaries increased
less than 4 per cent cQ Z
with an 8 per cent infla ion.
Teacher unemployment across

bmed effccts of budg 5
—and - a steady influx -of new

teachers  graduating from edu-

cation schools.

CHASING THE DEMOCRATS

At the convention; Shanker
and Selden clung to their bank-
ruptstrategy of relying’on the
anti-labor Democratic Party to
bail them out.
Selden slogan.is “Elect a Veto-
Proof Congress in *74”"!

The fact is that a 100 per
cent Democratic Congress plus

a Democratic President would -
-mean only an even stronger
_capitalist government and the

worsening of the plight of

. . teachers, students, and parents.

Democrats were the first
-to call for wageprice controls
‘(which froze wages but not
prices). In city after city,
Democraticmayors have.forced
through the budget cuts that_
have broughf.education to the
brink of destruction.  The
Democratic Party represents.
the corporate masters of this
society. {Its inevitable croco-

“dile-tears response to workers’

needs is, “We’d ‘like to help,

The Shanker-

> but the ‘money’s Just not
there,” NG

But of Lourscxthc money is

. there. Taxing banks and cor-

‘porations; nationally is the ob-

_vious source of funds for edu-

cdtion By the -same token,

taxes on ;jbanks and corpora-
-tons could provide. funds for

housing, hospltals transit, and

other services needed to re-

build our rotting cities.

- The only difference between”
- the Republicans and the Dem-
ocrats is that the Republicans
are for slashing public funds .
outright; while the Democrats .

are for préViding some public
money by increasing the al-
ready staggering tax burden on
‘working people )

We will not get our hands

on such funds without a fight. -

The capitalist class-will resist

““measures like these with all its

strength. But capitalism’s cri-
sis offers .the working class
no other way out.
‘fact that an inevitable struggle
with the capitalists lis ahead
of us only means'that workers
need a leadership capable of
leading them to victory in that
struggle.

Only .a revolutionary social-
ist leadership will be eager and

able to mobilize the working -

class as a whole around a win-
ning strategy.

MERGER
: A wmnmg §“t’mte;,$hfor edu-

And the’

“der

again in the closing days of the
strike. Sherplaced the DFT’s
©riginal contract demands un-
lock and key, refusing
to- allpw the membership to
see them. Socialist  Teacher
obtained a copy and reprinted
them for the entire DFT meni-
bership., .
"Socialist Teacher fought
consistently-and bitterly
against arbitration. On Octo-
ber 1!, when Riordan trotted
out chiefs of the Detroit AFL-
C1O 1o give us verbal ‘assur-
ances of support, Socialist
Teacher and supporters of the
Leaguc demanded a city-wide

- generak strike-of-all- unionssin

support of the teachers’ strike.
Riordan’s reply was the gag-
line of the year: “We'll think
-about it {a general strike].
when it becomes necessary”

She proved our central mes-.

sage: only a revolutionary
leadership in. the union can
icad  teachers in a successful
fight for decent education and
,hvmo standards.

"The urgency of our words
becomes clearer every day to
Detroit teachers. The union
tops are beginning to feel the
_pressure. At the October 14
DFT mass meeting held at De-
troit’s Cobo Hall, one of Rior-
dar’s trained hatchet men felt
it necessary to angrily attack
Socialist Teacher before the
audience of thousands. This

had S pcrformaxme gained us
new supporters. in the
monthsto come, Somahst
Teacher will turn up the heat
even further,

cation’ requires first of all fbrg:

' mg a-militant alliance between

téachers and other working

_people. . The first, step toward .

such an alliance is unity among
the teachers themselvés. The

AFT and the thlonal Educa-
" tional Association (N EA) must

be merged into a single tea-
chers’
revolutionary program.

groups are obstacles to the
needed 'unity. The only kind
of unity these bureaucrats
could even conceive of would
be a bureaucratic merger aimed
only at increasing the dues

. base and lobbying power a-

mong capitalist politicians. But
for the moment, even a bu-
reaueratic unity is in question.

At its July convention, the
NEA demanded as a pre-con-

‘dition for merger that the AFT

leave the AFL-CIO, attacking
the AFL-CIO as racist. The
AFT bureaucracy lends cre-
dence to these charges with its
own bureaucratic-racist prac-
tices. At the AFT convention,
for example, Shanker success-
fully opposed a motion that
the AFT donate $10,000 to
the United Farmworkers

Union, fighting for its life.in’

California. = Shanker’s justifi-
cation for his repulsive action?
Passing the motion, he whined,
would amount to censure of
the AFT and*AFL-CIO leader?
ships for not adequately aiding
the Farmworkers!

Shanker, in turn, attacked
the NEA leadership . on the

floor of the AFT Convention

for its hostility to trade union-

union fighting for a"

Unfortunatély, the reaction- [§
ary leaders of both teacher:

1 ¥

* Demonstration supporting Detroit magvhei‘s strike.

P

iém, dcéigrlng that disaffilia-

tion from the AFL-CIO would ~

be a step out of the labor
movement.

The truth is that both the
NEA and AFT leaderships are
fundamentally racist and anti-
labor. Blacks cannot win a
human life without a success-
ful struggle against capitalism
itself. The trade unions are
faced with destruction unless
the growing capitalist crisis is
solved and the state-employer
attack is smashed through re-
volutionary measures. Both
the conservative, pseudo-pro-
., fessionalism of the NEA and
7 the narrpw-minded bread-and-
butter outlook of the AFT
leaders spell disaster for blacks
in general and the unions as
well,

FOR LABOR UNITY! )

In ‘the absence of an on-
going - alliance between teach-
ers aiid other working people,
pro-capitalist, anti-union cam-

paigns against the teachers that

s

do have a base in the “com-
munity” will increasingly e-
merge, just as they did in New
York in 1968 and in Newark

S in 1970-71.

‘Shanker and Selden
the strong response by. black
and Latino parents' and stu-
dents in support of striking
teachers in Chicago last spring.
Shanker and Selden have done
nothing to follow up the sup-
port given to the Philadelphia
teachers’ strike by the bulk of
the Philadelphia fibor move-
ment. ’

An sum, Shanker and Selden

- demonstrated for all the world

to see that under their leader-
ship, teachers will follow the
educational system as a who]u
to destruction.

UNITED ACTION CAUCUS

What alternative to the.
Shanker-Selden gang exists in
the AFT? The best-known
Hopposition” group—the Uni-
‘ted Action Caucus- revealed it-

self at the convention as fun-

damentally no better than
Shanker and Selden them-
selves. The UAC’s program
calls on the AFT to “take the

"lead in the American labor

movement in moving toward
independent political activity
outside the Democratic and
Republican Parties.” But the

ignored ~

door is fling wide opcn for
supporting those capsmmt can-~
didates “whose” records and

programs prove that they will

fight for labor’s rights.”

- In a non-election year na-
tionally, the UAC is very will-

ling to include a harmless call
for a “break” from’ the capi-
talist parties in order to attract
those teachers who have al-

ready seen through both the
Démocrats and Republicars.
But the UAC will flock to the
support of a Ted Kennedy in
election yedr 1976. This is not
crystal-ball gazing. The UAC
supported McGovern in *72;

its New York affiliate, the
Teachers Action Caucus, sup-
ported every Demacratic can-'
didate in the 1972-73 eiec-
tions!

In Philadelphia, during:
the past teachers’ strike, the
UAC blocked with the local
burcaucracy and banking in-

terests to fight for increased

taxes -on. working . people to
pay for education. In general,
this disgusting betrayal reflects
the @rategy of the Communist
Party, which supports the UAC
and which has helped make it
a cozy home for “out” bureau-
‘crats (like Herrick Roth, Presi-
dent of the Colorado AFL-
CIQ), who are feuding with
Shanker but who fundamen-
~ tally agree with Shanker’s pro-
* capitalist strategy.

FIGHTING PROGRAM -

As the crisis in society deep-
ens, all the warring groupings
in the AFT—Shanker; Selden,
and the UAC —prove them-
selves more and more to be
roadblocks to victory. More
than cver, the situation crics
out for revolutionary Jeader-
ship able to wnify tcachers
with other workers and op-
pressed groups; a leadership
which rejects the “rely on the
Democrats” strateey and
which leads a~ decisive cam-
paign for an independent par-
ty of labor and the oppressed;
a leadership which fights for
the establishment of a workers’
government,

Teachers must take fhe ]bdd
in fighting for an independent
party of labor ahd oppressed
groups, a party that will or-
ganize the struggle for decent
education as well as full em--

“'ployment, automatic cost of ]

living raises, rebuilding our de-
cayed cities, and providing
ical public services, and r
ganizing production by not
alizing industry under work
control.

The desperate plight of
teachers shows that so long s
the capitalists control'the soci-
ety’s institutions, they will use
them, as they do today, to de-
stroy the lives of teacher: and
other working people.

PR SN
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l,l”ﬂt runnmg on
Lxckut Hc stdn(

;‘ydlllo S mmouty dppwl
‘Badillo’s support. [
1o has endorsed Beame

Stt:f for ti

plolctarat

The national luling,’ las: rcasmgiy
‘rccognl/u the uselessness fthe old.
politics.” lt is -now scarchmg for a”
“strong-man” who can “stand above
politics.” .That man may cinploy the
union- buﬂtlwv “prou«,ﬁswmn of Ba-
“dillo and Blument! hal or the law-and- .,
order racism ° of,hl%umm, Marclu or
‘Biaggi. - ’

Either way, thc strong-vm:m‘s‘sing[c
purpose will be to break the power
to resist of the U.S. working class
generally and especially of its most
oppressed and most militant sectors,
“blacks and Latins. And when that
strong-man emerges,~h¢ will be far
more efficient and-brutal than these--
first fumbling tries. '

E
No strong -mian Biaggi ‘Blumenthal ) Tl‘f ONLY ROAD } Br itish ca
Marc]m and Bea‘ i R S Rcvo!utibm ry- workers must mobi-
lize their class around a program for
: . the reconstruction of the cities~a pro- ;
ing on- the Repubhcan slat;) Ma”? gram whose central demand is the 5
Biaggi is ddll; 08:3 y; cracist i en;)oc;q ‘nationalization of industry and fi- ¢
nominated by the: 11§.c1va tve tart y; nance under the control of a workers’ ;
“Both Marchi and Biaggi-are appealing, sovernment. ) s
to the same racist fears as Beameg, " The Communist Party’s phoney :
bgt tlmy are domg it more bmzcnly lay-aéting at “independent ohtms 0 scap
samé’s demagogic “‘pro- p p p . ] rep
only masks the Stalinists’ capltulatlon ! ; mternﬁ?ond}
to the Democrats. The working class C at her throat
An 1ntz:|rgst1{1g,; side- show ;n”th‘e(%dm— has no use for play-actinggr surrender. : ‘whole siiks
P‘”“_‘vlb P]etp” o!rp};:m‘:e (')1, e ot;n No, the workers require a party of ~ . ther into sc
munist Farty, which s also on the labor and the oppressed standing on’a * “and decay.

b ~l°t now. revolutionary socialist program. This grows” hottes

" is the only road--the road marked out - threatens the
by the Revolutionary Socialist Leagut. : British ¢ api

' ruling class.
British cay
“lone in its-de
. talism ‘as an
* tem "is ‘dying
process of .d;

SRE—

outh group
: iberation
“~the CP recently made a great
‘show of abandomng its long»

is mdc »
) 1. On
This h'isix,, it is ruhning Rasheed
Storey,a hldck tor Mayor.
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a workers move-
rcvolutlonmy So-

sh labor movement
10 revolutiorary,

tahats not o( thc prole ariat. -
A workers’ governmmt would
enforce a sliding scale of wages
and hours, dividing work up
among all who want. it. while

- raising wages in step with prices.

It would nationalize industry
under workers” control in or-*
der to prevént the capitalists -

. from blackmailing the workers
with threats of ‘closing - down

or moving factorigs . abroad.
““Only by prescntmg socialism -

: 1n this way—in a program of -
P ci)ncrote measures—can a revo-
: lunonary party be built: On ..

by flghtmg for: this: progmr_f]




th every day 8
t,;ém becomes deeper

‘Kp?’ ssion of ii‘
eﬁ@?‘m’e @mpemgably and essenfialiy
nd democrats.”

In fact, speed-up was Allende’s an-  “good economics?—Allende. ba
swer to all questions.- When armed — away from land reform.
fascist squads began attacking worker- Key to the Popular Front stra

“-occupied factories and contmunities, 1S keeping the ruling class appe:
Allende declared = “Only the devasta- From the day of his election, A
ting force of the people can detain -~ de campaigned tirelessly {o prov
this fascist threat by producing more,  the Capﬂdlht% that he was no thre:
working harder, and showing greater  them. In 1970, to win Christian T
total effort.” . . ocratic votes necessary to put hil

“REFORM"” HOAX officc. Alhlend("? made a ‘series o,’"

Allende omised  his sup ters mlsgs which Jlm! cd his- own pc.).

- promised his - suppor protected the-power of the bourg

many social rch_n'ms. Thgsc included sie; and: dxs _armed the workmg clas
health and welfare beneflts “Jand re-

~form, wage increases, ‘“‘workérs’ par-
ticipation in manageme nt” (which -
really. meant workers’ supervising their

0 1ts workers. A govern

on_slowing this  coll ;

-~ pense of the workers them
so either.  Any real improv

militants in

workm -class




d reform”

iers.

s vear.

also r

that thc armed

n expression of its

ction even-against
treacherous leaders.

" DUAL POWER
By October 1972, t}}@ beginnings
of stable workers € ils were al-
ready arising. = That mc
the first trucl-owriers’-
rected against- national
was ac companlcd by
“strikes” by fhe urban small: capi-
s and mlddle class profes ionals.

S,
nes industriales.
mittccs of

,ake power “in th
lones also
uatters,

nde stood by while
ed their officers’ i

The real tragedy of C‘
thuc was no 'evolutlonaxy dey on

rwolutlonaxy somal‘ t pxo’grdm 'I'hc
. response. of the: CPand the SP to
“October Days Wi
the tetreat. Terrified by the b
of: the workers’ and peas(mts
the’ Stalinigts and reformists fle
the arms of the capitalists an
lords. . .
Rather than c 1] upon the workers :
o-suppress--the -capitalist--reaction, - -
Allende tumed back to appeasement.
He brought militarygchiefs directly
i i General Carlos Prats
was ‘made Vice President and given
thc Mxm%try of the Intenor (Security)
ot i rary support.
r-run’ distri-

be cqui
the Arm
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‘The condit
eir fight for suwlval
he'may be.forced out | \arking class. Sit-down
Gwing Agnew the pink ] ‘the British wage frecze, factory oce
gle in Chiles-these 5lr'u"glu demand-.a 1 VOILLIIOI]AJ’Y Mars
then truce may . ylcad(,mlup The League is determined to build't st
17 to win the rcvo]utlonaly wolkurs to Ju@nstmnt ti i
and Agnew, revolu-
‘point _crystal clear. To do this we must put THE l()RCH 1to the hands of
n the ruling class is only a “f cvery worker fighting for survival and viCtory. We must
s only a brledefOUr off the | produce our union bulletins more professionally and distri-
~f ‘bute them at every workplace and strike meeting. -We must | (md Latm "
send our publications and documents to Europe, to South | inevitable ¢
America -wherever scrious fevolutionaties are snckmy a Trot- . eral” strat
_s!(ylst program and leadership " against the. kr,efc‘)nnm be- “the éXirem
: } trayers. ; both strate
" As desperately as the world nceds socialist revolution, the ismy, the
;Save x.tself from dLStm‘t‘O” the workmg  League and THE TORCH need funds. We appeal to you, our| &° towardian
st clearly identify its enemies. The eaders, to help us. ] workin J;
error in the world is to m1stake Make checks pdyablc uth(,r to THE IOR( H, to’ R . L., . £t
1e workers were led by Revolutionary Socjglist League e c;;;::ht;::
These capitalist lackeys : 13755 Woodward gvcnue, Room 200 ’ gces »
ers and peasantsinto | Highland Park, M1~ 48203 " BLACH
“liberal” bourgeoisic. This - |- . US.A o .
ed.in the army to cut the e - ) . 1. }hc disc
i P . : . ] 4 . lution on
LEAGUE DIRECTORY g was vigorc
liberal“bourgeoisie, 7 |* ‘ 3 central sign
“The Nixon Ad- il . NATIONAL OFFICE: RSL ' ject. 7
13755 Woodward Ave., Rm 200 | The resol
Hlighland Park, MI 48203 ] in the more
presented ) 4 ihc 'S‘t’m_ ct
. ountri
CHICAGO: RSL bourgeois d
- 160 N. Halsted er fulfilled.
) : Chicago, [LL 606006 ' of 1ts cont
CLEVELAND: RSIL R agony, cap
P.O. Box 5162 ‘ - even the fe
Cleveland, Ohio 44101 i ers and opp1
: ! ; been permi
RSL ot k
s own fault " 13755 Woodward Ave., Run. 2 Zﬁ”;?f;mﬁ?;‘
The blood Highland Park, MI 48203 o . can o lon

LOS ANGELES: RSL ) . even the fi
s 1910 S. Vermont - ' : democracy.
S Los Angeles, CA 90007 - . B IO Black pe
NEV\?M’YORK: RSL ‘ I : n.wbr .;itf:)n,rj
.+ 41 Union Square - NS X By eve

indal, Lfééeption, and
on has “

IrL a cé‘untry as-
become (lurmg

‘New York, N.Y. 10003
Sullivan

2 17 NIOFchard StENo T
Madison, Wisc. 53715

RWERS!DE CA: RSL
: 6096 Riverside Ave. No ]8
Rlvcrsula CA 92506




nd ~strategy and an
e tool in the hands
! olutionary worker,
We. must - attract and win
(5 mo‘:l udv.mwm ele-

Ld |dy- .

pdltl&,llldr, black

so prepare the g

the future revolutiona rty.
“We " must stepéup and sys-

tematize our in t&r ma tional

struggle to reconstruct the

I‘ourth International."

crnationalist per- - in t iat and ild-~ REVé)LUTlONARY UN!TYv
T : luti iali The gFounding Convention
ebuilt Fourth Inter- gue received much atten-  of the f‘evo]utionary Socialist
n lead the struggle 'roughoup the League’s * League” was an historic step
ation of the. inter- ounding Convention. Time  forward for the international
et aside cdach day to dis* working class. The League, in
and plan the political  tyrn, accepts the responsibi-
on by League ' yitiex pldced on its shoulders—
* to unite all revolutio
ments in the proletaris
basis of a revolutionat
ist program.
Only in this way iwill thc,
workers of the world find the
‘new leadership which is so
desperately needed,

) st Leagte, tendencies.  We would like a. more
6. we have not > 0 our challenge. A debate before your®
H me e same character as a public confrontation
be of interest to advanced workers and revo-
tionists in general. s

earlier letters propose umber of possibl
ed debate. By refusing to espond, you have nated the
[ Our hat the de-
of October ,




The Torch

Nor did the

sritical need to

oisic moved . ste

970 there had:
ithin the capi
deal w1th Allende.

ght—middle-level m

ctty ~bourgeois

vw)rkus O
itrol overindust

. the faseist Fath

arty (FLI’ arc
ick l\' Al

o Jakarta. .
’ n the early hours of  the mormng

down’ the'mlhtdry rebels

°]ead‘in'g up (o the

successful coup of September 11, the
: mllltary grew more cll'ld more brazen

those days*”“JAKARTA"’ RN

Jakarta—the capital city of Indo-
nesia, where half a million workers
and peasants were slaughtered in a
military coup launched a‘gainst anoth-
er Stalinist- supported reform govern-
ment!

On September 11, Santlago became

the military moved across Chﬂe Tanks -

swept through working-cl
_-gunining down hundreds. ’

bombed occupied factories an
ers’ homes. The “armyzinvaded the

. umversntxes hunting for student radi-
“dals. Working-class - militants—were

pulled from their beds and murdered
on the streets. Thousands were herd-
ed like catile - into "huge“ makeshift
prisons.

All over Chile, workers remained
at the ready, waiting for guns, waiting

for orders, waiting for a call. None
came. :

‘Allende went on the radio only to
‘I am awaltmg now a decision

k]

mxstake was not gwmg
A lot of people, even w
]mv% iought But’ pleas

neered by reformlst and Stalini

ties. Each time, they bring the same
bloody consequences for the working
class—in China in 1926; Spain, 1936;
Indonesia, 1966; Bolivia, 1973; Uru-
guay, 1973; and now Chile. -

Today, suoh ‘parties are searching
for new victims to feed tothe Popu-
lar Front man-eater—in France, m«k’aly,
and in the United States where it goes
by the name of ‘“‘the anti-monopoly
coalition.” '

We must fight the Stalinist parties

every step of the way. What happbned .

in Chile, Latin America’s “showcase of

. democracy,” can happen here as well!

Revolutionaries must make sure
that Chile does NOT happen here.
And it is equally &r responsibility to
see that it does not happen in Africa,
Europe, or anywhere else. We must
build*a new _international leadership
for the working class, a leadership
standing on . the program of world
socialist revolution.

REBUILD THE FOURTH INTER-
- NATIONAL! i

BUILD THF RI‘VOLUTIONARY
SOCIALIST LEAGUE!

defenders. o

“enterprise”

leadership. 1

UAW claim
untary  ove
parent frau
54 hours a
nine-hour d:
means - absc
the vast m
tion workcx
ers have bee

-a week-—Chr

duction scl

concessmm
of workers
tain _the b:
their own co
the UAW.
To insure
‘troubled 'in
untary ovel
has also agre
hibiting-“cor
mass refusal
In essence,
Chrysler
workers to
more than r
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without
n, with-

n arural:

nist par-

he same
workmo

The rece
poses the =

Woodcock)
“We gave
intend to k

this thin lay

rder to main-

, promotes a.
elessness in the

the illusion that the

governmentcan be
‘trusted to manage workers’
affairs. .

the " UNC’s call

- day, five days a
hi

t, groups
s like the

goons from intimidating mili:
tants. There is no other way

. to deal with these storm troop-

ers.

“WHIPSAW” STRATEGY
The UAW leadership claimed

that by concentrating, theit

forces on Chrysler, they could
win” a- victory that would ena-

~ble them to force.real conces-
sions out of General Motors

and Ford They label this idea

. In fact, this strategy was de-
signed solely 'to avoid mobili-
zing the workers 'for a real
fight that could muscle some

real concessions out of “the

auto bosses. ~Its cowardly pur-
pose was never clearer than

--today. Now;, after settling for

beans at Clirysler, UAW nego-
tiators "can* expect even less
from Ford.-and GM! After all,
after the smallest of the Big

" Three, Chrysler, proves that it
can make the UAW back down _
after only three days of strik- ~
ing, there is absolutely no rea-

inch! The die is already
The Woodcock gang has deter-
mined that they will continue
to avoid a fight at all costs,

To beat -Woodcock, auto
workers mustbuild a left wing
in the UAW to smash the,
bureaucracy and re-capture the'’
union for themselves. Auto
workers can’t beat Woodcogk’s
pro-capitalist - reformism with
more of the same. They must
build an opposition in :the
union that will unite all work-
ers around a program for an

o independent party of ldbor de-

termined to fight for a work-

“ers’ government against the:

bossés.  Only revolutionary
solutions that arwer the needs
of the whole wofking class can
protect auto workers’ interests.
Listed ‘below are some of the
most basic demands that auto
workers must champion to free
themselves, and all workers,
from the oppressive bonds of‘
cdpjtdll&.m

1. A sliding scale of wages and hours.

12. Smash the capitalist wage controls! An immediate $1.50
an hour raise and a one-year contract. Force Woodcock off
the Labor-Management Advisory Committee that plots to keep
‘{-wages down. ’
3. Nationalize auto -and -place it under the control of com-
mittees of rank and- file auto workers.

g e
Ak .@&Jﬁz ] F

4. Call a C ongress of Labor:and the Oppressed to organize a

Labor Party, built on a revolutlonary platform and determined
to form a Workers" Qovernment that will defend the. interests
of the whole working class agamst its explmters and oppressors.

er Fréit

_ by Jon Myers
The surrender te (,1“‘ ysler by thc UAW tops Js a major blow - -

¥ damaging since it comes on the heels”
he Teamsters ratification on July 20°




ch see, tor the

ction we took. Now

if you’re ‘talking about strug-

gling to'organize workers,
C

we? ve “.changed our minds
‘on this.. At one time we did
-say, “Organize independent
from: the UAW.” But we got
to" understdnd the reactlons of
the ‘workers.

All' the workers arc in the
"UAW: In order for us to win
. the workers over to our ideas-

to revolutionary work-~we are
going to have to work alom,
with them within the union.
The: ‘union leaders will pre-
sent . something, they’ll give
their views. Then we’re going
to present.something very dif-
_ferent., T

union so we can win the work-
ers over whlle staymg with

here’ll be a contra: .

workers can le:
fromit.

ing k thcy

R . Avenuu Stamy

al uouldn t do lhat

tion can’t just be local. 1t has
to reach out -to other auto
workers. A natlong Opposi-
tion caucus would ‘do that.
And- a-national opposition cau-
cus would do more than that.
It would fight to build a labor
party —a nationalparty of
workers which stood on a revo-
lutionary program - a party
that would unite not just auto
workers but all workers. That’s

the only wdy we can win any-

thing import;m Unity, na-

tional unity.” And unity on 4 *

rcvolutlondry program.
Shorter: ., ’'m not saying
that only tfle pcople in Local
7 should, organize. What I
mean is that if the workers in
Local 7 organize, they can set
an example for workers in
other plants. Then we’ll hook
up with those other locals.

. And when all the workers in

in those locals are organized,

who is Woodcock going to rep-

resent?
Don: They will still have to
be dealt with. And that’s as-

suming that they lct you even

get that far!
Shorter: Oh, yes. They
definitely have to be dealt
with. Right, right. .
Don: This brings up a re-
lated subject. Detroit has re-
cently witnessed a wave of
spontaneous workers’ actions.
The response of the auto
bosses and union hacks has
been extremely vicious—firing,
beating up, and Red-baiting
militants. It looks like many
potential rank-and-file:leaders
will be “axed in the coming
months What’s your oplmon

.Don: Yes, but the prganizaa

in the un
s a labm pa

- ers organize arotnd
" do they, on the ba
sideas and demands
leadership in the p
an -they extend

should concentrate
tary overtime. “Alsc
in the plant generall
foremen. Chrysler
corporations in. t
pay people to pu
around and speed
You ‘can organi
around that. At ‘the
you can show wo
else the comp‘my
A workcrs ‘

For cxample Ch
plants in South. A
they pay the worke
A DAY while we g
hour in_this countr
ARE OUR BROT
AFRICA, those ‘a
in Africa just like w
ers in this count
should there be a di
pay? We shouid
around this! »
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it from the re
workers.
ime thing toda

the union. meet-.

st be local. It h

to other auto

national opposi-
would- do that.

I'm not say
eople in Lo
ize. What
the workers in

¢, they can set
workers in
¢ il hoq

icious— —firing,

nd Red-baiting

oks like many
and-file leaders
in the coming
your opinion
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Now they can

Local unions
city and state

try and smash

t Mack Avenue
ons were work-
the co

thefworkers. .
ow seeing, I thin
ave of moveme

ement, .among’ aut

the present lead

¢ worker’s been

a4 week on food

* ship; the ‘leaders 1p of the
United Electricalworkers union
and of several other unions.
Shorter: And corpordtlons.
Don: . And corporations.
Jackson plays both sides of the
fence! He’s trying to put to-
-gether a series of marches now

across the country.. These =

marches are supposed to ‘in-
clude more than just blacks,
supposed to represent “‘ali the

people” f ing Nixon for

“the peop, s needs . His
ague,- but they

are fheant tosound militant.

- Now-to somebworkers—even

ruggle heats up, the Co
on to sifik to new dept
sent penod is no excepnon

ing. last week.”
is”buddies il the:

th

- from the
¢ jeans.” Then

CP stands on!

on a revolutio

“like I mentioned

orking class.

It’s the only program that puts

the workers’ ‘interests above
everything’ else

to go along with wha

italism' needs to:Kee¢j -
speed-up, inflation, imperial-
ism, you name it.~ Capitalism

workers® living standardsf\ not
improve them. o

So the reformist, who 1s
loyal ‘to capitalism, he: can’t
really unite all workers on
their commggn interests. The
“best” he ¢an/do is temporarily

.. improve the conditions of one

‘section 6f-workers by taking
it. away from :another section
of the:workers.

That’s why Jackson’ s
marches -all carry the m\ost‘
vague slogans, poss:ble and why

they never have any - teeth» e {

‘them. Jackson has no pro

or strategy that can lead works;
ers in the fight ‘against capi-
talism. Only a revolutionary
could do that because he
wouldn’t be tied to the capi-
talists.

Shorter: I hadn’t heard

about the marches, but I have

" heard about the pOSlthl’i’s Jack-
" son has taken. Jackson is’

doing some positive thmgs
I’m not saying he S done a-lot
positive, but he is doing somef '
positive things. .

For instance, he’s supplymg

people in Afrxca “with food,
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e square,
nfidently instructe

ting onc secti
S against . anot

ich the fascist scu
In rubber, steel, t

That .the “Nazi march in Cleveland
went totally unopposed is pr()ot that

unity puts 1ts own
ruling class before
black masses. They

white rulmg CldS§ n
deal with.

and his

er that the Nazis

~with this kind of -

it surprising that

CAPITALIST

The bourguomc will. never crust
the Nazis. It needs them too muc
At the present stage of the capitali
crisis, they serve as a warning. /\M’he
crigis. accelerates they will become
capitalism’s last resort.

The same conditions which
the working masses to re
(ondmom which can txansform to-
day.s small fascist core into a mass
movement which capital will direct a-
gainst the workers. A revolutionary
leadership must be constructed for
the working class which can challenge
thé reformist cowards’ control of the

unions and black community. - Only-~
such a leadership will be able to pose 8

the stru for socialism as the only
answer to/capitalism’s decay. ip-this
way we will win over or neutralize

the. thousands who in desperation |

turn to reactionary-solutions like the
NSWPP.

The reformists must be exposed for
their refusil to attack the worsening
d egradation of the working class
which all ows-racist and fascist groups
to flourtshi. Incidents like the Cleve
land fascist march ‘must he used to
drivé home to all workers the need for
a classwide defense against the ruling
class offensive. The fight for the
sliding scale of hours and wages must
be put forward as an answer to unem-
ployment and speedup. Nationali-
zation of industry under workers’ con-
trol should be posed as the‘alternative
to the stagnation of capltallst eco-
nomy.

The struggle to bring these demands
to the workmg class must be backed

up with the willingness to fight. Black

workers must make it clear to the

forces of repression that any attempts -
to terrorize, the black community and -
the labor movement will be met with

whatever force is necessary to rup(,]

- »them

tors in

fascists.

revolutiona

The
full-sca
ruling «
society
of bou

- worker



