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fought with police in Soweto to

%a;rike

By Chris. Hmhon

The long pent-up rage of South Africa’s Black masses is exp
the white oppressors. On Auguet 4 mors ﬂman 20,00@ Blﬁdﬁ demonstrators

egeinst
burg. On Avgust 4-5,

one-half to three-quarters of Johnnnesburg s Black workess stayed off the job.

ds of student

and workers have

Since then, marches involving th

and government buildingé; are ablaze

the second half of July.
On’ July 22, schools in Seweto and

by a mﬂauwe student

against UMW Local 1759 in Charles-
ton, West Virginia. In late June, the
:Local struck over the Cedar Coal
Company’s: refusal to submit to an
arbitrator’s decision. The arbitrator
‘had ruled that a new communications
m - job had to be filled by a union
miove- — member. .

.« On July 16, Federal District Judge

T e
also demanding that all fines  and
injunctions growing out of the wildeat
“be dropped, full amnesty be given to

. 2ll strikers, and an investigation be
made of judges the miners charge are
pro-company.

11, members of Local 1759 voted 3 to
1 te return to werk. The vote, taken
by the UMW local which launched the |~
wildeat, may signal & general back to
work movement. The vote was taken
fnllowing threaets by the UMW Execun-
dve Board to exp«el &ll strikers from
the unien. It is reperted that less than
kali the 1759 membership took part in
the vete and its significance is not yet
clear. 168,000 miners are etill cat en
>
uly 31, the striking miners won
rtant victory. They forced the
courts to promise to drop.all charges
and fines if the miners returned to
work. But the miners are refusing to
go back until there iz a signed

. occuzred daily in Soweto. Battles with police continue. As of August 12, the
uprising had spread to Capetown, South Africa’s second largest city. At least
2,000 persone are in custody, at least 35 are dead and hundreds injured. &

chools
throughout the country.

The new uprising is part of a growing stmggle against South Africa’s entire
syster-of white supremacy. In the weeks since the June rebellions, in which
nearly 200 Black South Africans were killed and more than 1,000 injured,
demonstrations and ricts have rocked one locality after another. The Johannes-
‘burg Star reports that 30 schools throughout South Africa were set on fire in

other townships in the Johannesburg-

ypened for the first time since the June rebellions. They were

boycott. On August 4, 20,600 demon-

(umtm:wd on page 10) -
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Dennis xnapp fined the local $50,000
for wildcatting. He threatened to jail
200 miners and said he would increase
the fine by $25,000 per day if Local
1759 didn't call off its strike. Miners
throughout West Virginia answered
the judge by walking off the job.
Within a week, coal production was
crippled in five other states. -
The long-standing issue behind the
current wildeat is the question of local
strikes. These strilkes are used to
protest especially unsafe conditions in
the mines. When Arnold Miller took
office as president .of the UMW in
1972, he promised :the companies that
he would clamp down:on local strikes.

- In the 1974-contract, the .union tope

“again promised to crack down om
wildcats in exchangs for a streamlined
arbitration procedure to resolve dis-
putes over local conditions.

. Today, the coal companies are using
the surrender of the right to strike to
increase productivity and attack the
power of the UMW locals. Since the
companies know that it is illegal for
the miners to strike over health and
satety conditions, they are violating

~ the contract at will and, at least in the

Charleston area, refusing to settle any
grievances. As a result, every case is
sent to arbitration, where it is back-
logged for months. This consumes a

(Continued on Page 4)
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* in imposing a partition of the country.

~ also waging a desperate and heroic

“camp completely surrounded by Chris-

reported: “It is worse than ever.
Assad is up to his neck.”

The funeral of one officer killed in
Lebanon, according to Time, turned
‘into an. anti-government protest.
“Riots eccurred in at least one Pales-
tinian camp. ..
Assad fights like a lion"in Lebanon
and a chicken on the Golan” (the
border area of Syria occupied by Israel
in 1967 and 1973, and still largely in

“- Israeli-hands).

The fight for the Lebanese capital of
Beirut, which we felt could have
cracked open-the Syrian army, never
took place. After initial heavy losses
on the outskirts of the city, the
Syrians withdrew. Instead, they oc-
cupied the north and east of the
country. Meanwhile, they have armed
the right-wing Christian ruling class
to the teeth, and have surrounded the
leftists and cut off all sources of’
weapons and supplies,

With the Christian ruling class and
fascists doing the fighting for them,
and with the left completely sur-
rounded, the Syrians have succeeded

They will probably press the offensive
all the way, to seek the total destruc-
tion of the left. The Israelis have
escalated their role, arming the Chris-
tian rulers with American M-16 rifles.

They have also blockaded the south-

ernmost Lebanese port-of Tyre.

Right now the Christians hold most
of northern Lebanon. The Syrians are
entrenched in the rich Bekaa Valley
(which they may try to keep). The
leftists hold West Beirut, the port
cities of Tyre, Saida and Tripoli
{(which is under siege), and much of
southern Lebanon. The leftists are

defense of Tel Zaatar,.a. Palestinian
tian territory near Beirut. The camp

has been under siege for over a month
as of this writing, but has refused to

Criminal N

ists who want independence from

Israel. According to the new mayor of

Ramallah: “The vote shows the whole
world that the West Bankers are
Palestinians who want to establish
their own national entity and put an
end to the Israeli occupation.”

The PLO made big gains, as did the
outlawed Communist Party and other
leftists. In Nablus, the largest West
Bank city, leftists won eight of 10

70 wounded. By"May, at the height of
the rebellions, scores more had béen
killed, and the number of wounded
and imprisoned climbed even higher.

By the first week of April the rebel-
lions had spread to Israel itself. Now
they involved the 500,000 Palestinians
red under the Israeli heel
gince 1948, and who Israel claims are
simply “‘Israeli Arabs.”

As with the South African rebel- .
lions, which they closely parallel in
80 many ways, these struggles—
conducted against overwhelming odds
—have seriously damaged the Zion-
ists’ ability to keep their system
aficat. The reaction of the Israeli
authorities has revesled Zionism's
loody fangs to the rest of the world
stripped off its carefully culti-
democratic cover.
ve rebellions coincided with an
election campaign West Bank.
The Israelis, that their

id_one- placard: ~The figures tell the

leaderships. The left was winning the

war-long “before the Syrians. inter
the g -

vened, but in deference
rulers of the area, th

‘ceasefires in 15 months of fighting—
virtually all of them when the left was
inning! )

The leftist leaders gave the Arab
ruling classes the time to _organize
their forces and work out & plan of
action. As late as the middle of June
the left was imparting some’ well-

. administered blows to the Syrians.

Again, instead of pressing their ad-
vantage, the leaders of the left agreed
to a disengagement, patrolled by the
Arab rulers. They permitted the Syr-
ians to back out of the cities, where

“they could have met their doom:.

With the Syrian army out of the
cities, the war becomes conventional
—and, in this situation, the left is no
match for the Syrian troops. The road
{Continued on page I4)
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council seats and in Hebron, the left
won all 10 seats. In Ramallah, Tul-
karém, Jericho, Beit Jala and Beit
Sahur, the left won all or nearly all of
the seats. In total, leftists and nation-
alists captured nearly 75 percent of
the seats up for election. These twin
blows to the Zionist government—the
election results and the rebellions—
have profoundly altered the political
climate of the West Bank.

A full understanding of these events
lies in the 30-year history of the
Israeli state: how it was formed and
how it maintains itself at the expense
of others. Israel, like South Africa, isa
settler state. It was created by Euro-
pean Jewish settlers who came to
Palestine from the turn of the century
to World War II, in the service of
British imperialism. The Jews were
channelled into Palestine to become
the pawns of world imperialism. The
British, and later the U.S., wanted to
create a Jewish state to De their
enforcer and client in the Middle East
—a key area for world imperialism. To
create this state, the immigrant Jews
drove the Palestinians from- their
lands. P B

The ideology they brought with
them to justify the rape of the
national rights of another people is
Zionism. Zionism claims that Pales-
tine is really “Israel,’”” to which Jews
have a 2,000-yvear-old birthright.. The
intervening 20 centuries of histdry—
in which the region belonged tc the

(Continued on page 14}
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DETROIT—'Contracts for over
700,000 auto workers expire on Sep-
tember 14. As negotiations proceed, it
is becoming mcreasmgly clear that the
UAW leadership is following a. disas-’
ter course. Solidarity House plans to
focus almost exclusively on the de-
mands of skilled tradesmen and high
seniority workers. This is the most
conservative and highly paid section
of the workforce—and is nearly all-
white. The needs of production -and
low seniority workers, the overwhelm-
mg majority of the workforce, will be
i

The UAW negomat;ors have raised
three main demands. First, the union
is proposing a “‘restructuring’’ of the
SUB fund (Supplemental Unemploy-
ment Benefits). During the 1974-75
layoffs, high seniority workers were
often not laid off until after the SUB
fund had run out. The UAW leader-
ship’s solution to this problem is to
cut off SUB funds earlier to low
seniority workers (many of whom
were recently out of work for over a
-year). This would leave m ney in
the SUB fund to pay hxéh niority
workers should y need learly

tradesmen. Again, the g
an issue that speaks-almost sc
the interests of theh]gher id,
workers,

Finally, the union has demanded a
cash grant to retirees to. make up for
the fact that their pension program
has no cost of living provision.
Management is resisting this since the
program was negotiated in 1973 with

& clause stating that it couldn’'t be 2,000 Akron m:rc!len wpport mhber atrike.

reopened until 1979. Agair, the gen-
eral pattern of orienting to-the older,

workforce is clear.

In contrast, the UAW ncgotmtorz
have raised virtuslly no demands that
relate to the needs of lower paid
production workers.

Production workers face brutal
speedup, deteriorating working con-
ditions and a lack of job security.
Production workers view the shorter
work-week as a key issue. Clearly, a
30-hour week at 40 hours’ pay would
force the auto companies to put all
lzid off suto workers back to work as
well as cut down on back-breaking
speedup (the companies would have to
pay overtime for anything over 30
hours!. What has the union leadership
done?

The UAW negotiators have raised a
sham '‘bonus hours” demand which
they call a shorter work week pro-
posal. In fact, the proposal woukz do
no more than-provide a smell increase
in vecation daya or holidays. The
“honus hours” demand and a few
other similar UAW pWs are
designad only to make it look as if a

fight is being wagéd. This is the

extent of the union’s bargaining

proposals for production workers.
Not only is  the union not raising

any serious demands for production

workers, it appears ready to agree to

management proposals designed to .

attack production workers. Most sig-
nificant is a management proposal to
lengthen probationary periods (90
days at present) and lower the wages
of probationary workers.

~Clearly this is a direct pay cut for
the newest workers. But this proposal
is far worse than just a pay cut.
Probationary workers have virtually
no rights. While they belong to the
union and pay dues, they ¢an be fired
without cause. The lengthening of
probationary periods serves manage-

Woodcock (second from left) and friends: Jimmy Carter, auto bosses and Detreit mayor.

ment in two main ways. First, mili-
tant workers can be weeded out and
fired more easily. Second, if the
probationary period is lengthened, ‘it
becomes worthwhile for the auto
bosses to hire workers, train them and
then fire them st the elose of their pm»
bationary period. This seriously weak-
ens the union by creating a perma-

nently revolving second class section
of the workforce with lower pay and
no rights.

Management is also attempting to
make inroads into UAW health bene-
fits. The UAW'’s health plan is one of
the best union programs in the world.
Management wants the workers to

Continued on page 14)

AKRON, August 9—The nation-

~ more skilled, better paid section of the ~~wide strike'by 70,000 rubber workers

entered its 112th day today. Negotua
tors have been  meeting round-the-
clock since August 5 at the insistence
of Secretary of Labor W. J. Usery.

The government wants the rubber
strike settled. The lengthy strike is
damaging Ford's economic recovery
program and is ruining his attempt to
paint himself as a master of “labor
peace.” With the presidential elections
drawing near, Ford is willing to apply
maximum pressure for an immediate
settlement.

Another reason for the sudden
strong government pressure is the
fear in the ruling class that the rubber
strike will spark a militant strike
moverment in the auto industry. Con-
tracts covering 700,000 auto workers
are up on September 14. (See accom-
panying article.} If auto workers were
to make serious gains this would set
the pattern for next year's contract
round. Moreover, a militant auto
strike would add significant strength
to the growing strike wave. The ruling
class wants to head off both these

possibilities by bringing the. rubbur
strike to a quick halt.

Publicly, the rubber bosses haven’t

budged. Management's “final offer””
comes nowhere near what rubber
workers need to make up for inflation

since 1973. But the “Big Four” arealso -

anxious for a settlement. The strike is
the longest in the rubber industry’s

- history, and has made a huge dent in

profits. B. F. Goodrich, for example,
reported & 145 percent boost in pmﬁts
in the first quarter of this year. But in
the second quarter—-most of it during
the strike— Goodrich’s profits dmppeﬁ
74 percent from last year.

The rubber companies initially
hoped to break the strike. When the
strike began, they refused to nego-

tiate, got court injunctions and had .

dozens of sirikers arrested and beaten
up for mass picketing. They stopped
SUB benefits to laid off workers, and
cut off the strikers’ medical insurance.
They sent out letters to individual
strikers asking them to break ranks
and return to work. And they at-
tempted to negotiate separate agree-

ments with individual locals.

But rubber workers have held fast.
Now the rubber companies hope that
URW president Peter Bommarito will
bail them out by séttling for peanuts.
Rubber workers must be on guard for
this.

From the beginning Bommarito has
been willing to give up the fight for
rubber workers’ needs in exchange for
peace with the companies. But he
didn't try to push through a guick
settlement, because he knew the ranks
would reject it. Instead, Bommarito
has pressed for a few small conces-
sions from the companies while wait-
ing for the long strike to wear down
the strikers’ resistance.

Bommarito has sabotaged the strike
from the start. Forty percent of the
industry has continued to operate
despite rank and file readiness to shut
the industry down tight. In speeches
to the membership, Bommarite has
repeatedly exaggerated the impact of
the strike_.on the-auto. companies and
the effectiveness of - the: consumer
boycott of Firestone products. He has
refused to provide legal assistance to
arrested strikers and has refused to
build support in the labor movement
for the strike.

Bommarito is likely to come forward
soon with a proposed settlement and
announce: ‘“This is the best we can do,
we can’t hold out any longer.”

But many rubber workers kmow
better. They remember that Bom-
imarito negotiated the worst settle-
ment in the union’s hxsbory in 1978.
They" know their strike is hurting the
companies. They know the - strike
could be made far more effective if
control were taken out of Bommearito’s
hands.

If the most class eonsaous rubber
workers can organize their forces to
convince their umnion . brothers and
sisters not to accept a rotten compro-
mise and to build the strike, the strike
can be won. Prevenung Bommarito’s
upcoming sellout -is the key task
facing rubber “‘workers today. O
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UFW Merges With East Coast
Farm Workers Organlzatlon

The United Farm Workers Union
(UFW) has taken an important step
toward organizing farmworkers on
the East Coast. The Asociacién de
Trabajadores Agricolas (Association
of Agricultural Workers, ATA), based
in Hartford,” Connecticut, recently
merged with the California-based
UFW.

The ATA represents 6,000 Puerto
Rican farmworkers. The bulk of these
workers are employed on the tobacco
farms ih Connecticut and Massachu-

Mtss much to support iu’mwnrkers struggle

setts. The rest work on vegetable
farms in upstate New York and the
New Jersey-Philadelphia area. The
merger gives the UFW an organized
base for building the union in the
Eastern section of the country.

The ATA whés formed in 1973 to
fight against the miserable working
conditions and wages faced by over
100,000 predominantly Black and
Puerto Rican farmworkers in the
Northeast. Many of these farmwork-
ers are brought i from Puerto Rico
and forced to work for $1.60 per hour
or less. This is d@e through Public
Law 87, passed i 1962. The law gives
growers the right to contract directly
with the Puerto Rican Labor Depart-
ment for farm labor. Farmworkers
brought in under this law have no
rights to bargain for their conditions
of labor and are kept in virtual
slavery. In fact, a New Jersey grower
was convicted in 1974 of keeping two
Puerto Rican youths in actual slavery!

With 20,000 members in California
and 6,000 new members from the
ATA, the merged union could mount a
major organizing drive in the North-
east. Unfortunately, the UFW and
ATA leaderships are currently direct-
ing nearly all their efforts into legal
battles against Public Law 87. This
means that the central task of
organizing in the fields is all but
ignored.

Recent examples of the UFW’s role
in Florida and Texas show what this
strategy will mean for the Northeast.

The UFW has one contract in
Florida with Minute Maid —a subsidi-
ary of Coca-Cola. Last summer Minute

By Bob Anderson

Maid cut wages to the bone—some
workers were getting half as much as
the year before. Minute Maid ‘claimed
that their Truit was ‘‘easier to pick,”
so they were paying much less per
basket. Farmworkers knew this was
pure bull and nothing but a straight-
out wage cut.

Mack Lyons, UFW director of
organizing in Florida, led a hunger
strike and a series of demonstrations,
but he refused to organize direct
action in the groves. He claimed that

any strike would be doomed to defeat
and would mean losing the only
toehold the UFW has in Florida. Said
Lyons: “It’s romantic and it’s ob-

vious, butm&ers a strike is
impossible to win.’

In Texas the UFW leadership has
played an even more criminal role.
Last spring and summer, Texas
farmworkers- fought heroically to de-
fend their melon strikes and to build

their union. One grower opened fire on _

a picket line and seriously wounded 11
farmworkers. The workers fought
back against this grower violence and
attempted to defend their picket lines.
The Texas union also succeeded in
organizing large numbers of Mexicans
who were brought across the border to
scab.

All this was far too militant for the
UFW leadership. The workers were
fighting and organizing under the
UFW banner, but the 'leadership
refused to recognize the Texas chap-
ter. They turned their backs and
would not endorse the struggle.

The leaders of the Texas union
reported last fall that they would
continue the fight as an independent
union and maintain their support for
UFW organizing in other parts of the
country.

With the Texas and Florida ex-
amples in mind, farmworkers in the
Northeast must fight to make sure
that the union’s slim resources are put
into a real organizing drive. This
involves a fight against UFW head
Cesar Chavez'’s whole approach to the
farmworkers’ struggle.

Chavez has always relied on liberal
politicians, the courts, the Catholic
Church and other bourgeois allies. But
10 years ago he was also willing to
lead militant strikes against the
growers. Today Chavez has moved
further and further away from build-
ing the struggle on the basis of the
direct power of farmworkers in the
field.

Chavez gains small concessions
from his liberal allies. But in return he
must give something up. What Chavez

UFW President Cesar Chavez.

has promised is that he will keep rank
and file farmworkers “in line” —no
serious strikes, no big disruptions of
production and UFW support for the
Democratic Party. For the bosses, a
few small concessions to farmworkers
is a cheap price to pay for peace in the
fields.

Chavez made his present position
clear at the recent Democratic Party
Convention. In his nominating speech
for California Governor Jerry Brown,
Chavez said: ‘“We struggled for years
in California and got nowhere until we
got a governor (Brown) who would
listen to us.” In effect, Chavez was
saying that years of militant, dedi-
cated, self-sacrificing struggle by
farmworkers was. . .nothing.

Farmworkers across the country
have proved beyond doubt that they
are not afraid of struggle and sacrifice,
that they are prepared to give their
lives if necessary to build a fighting
union. The merger of the UFW and
the ATA can give farmworkers added
strength. UFW members must fight
for merger with the Texas farmwork-
ers as well. In this way, farmworkers
can seriously prepare for a nationwide
organizing drive.

But that drive will succeed and the
union will be built only by relying on
the power, strength and courage of the
farmworkers and their-allies in the
workers’ movement. [J

Mine Workers . ..

(Continued from page 1)
tremendous amount of the UMW
localg’ time and money. So the
companies simply continue their un-
safe (and usually illegal) practices.
When a local strikes in protest, the
courts slap it with fines. The minimum
locals must pay for wildcats is usually
$5,000, and a group of three UMW
locals was recently fined $700,000.
Through these tactics, the coal com-
panies and the government work
together to weaken the entire union.
The role of the courts can be seen by
the situation faced by Local 1759.
Before the June walkout, the Local
had gone to court to get an injunction
forcing the company to obey the
arbitration ruling, as the contract

demands. Judge Knapp was ‘‘too-

busy”’ to hear the Local’'s case and
sent the union to see another judge, K.
K. Hall. (Judge Hall had jailed 18
miners on June 1 for contempt of
court. He even paraded the arrested
strikers through the streets of Charles-
ton—handcuffed —as a warning and
an insult to all miners.)

Not surprisingly, Judge Hall was
also “‘too busy” to hear the miners’
case. But the moment the miners
struck to force the company to obey

the ruling, these judges found plenty
of time to issue injunctions, levy fines
and threaten jail sentences.

Despite the threat to the union, the
ranks have fought alone, without the
support of their top leadership. At
first UMW President Arnold Miller
appeared to give covert support to the
strike. He probably wanted to use the
wildcat to get the government and the

coal operators to ease their attacks
somewhat. But it didn’t take long for
Miller and Mike Trbovich, Miller's
factional enemy within the UMW
bureaucracy, to begin to work to
destroy the wildcat— before the courts
had budged an inch.

The role of the UMW tops is even
worse than this. The current offensive
by the coal operators and the govern-
ment was encouraged by the bureau-
crats. Over a year ago, the Inter-
national cut off financial assistance
which went to locals to pay fines and
legal expenses. And a few months ago,
the bureaucracy went even further.
They suspended two militants for

.organizing a wildcat strike. These

actions have left the miners in a
weakened position today.

But in the face of the coal company-
government attack and the lack of
support by their union leadership, the
miners have demonstrated unity,
strength and courage. They have
already won a partial victory by
getting Judge Knapp to back down on
his fines and jailings. They won
another victory when they walked out
on Arnold Miller in West Virginia
when he tried to talk them into going
back to work without winning their
demands. By maintaining their soli-
darity and militancy, they bave a
good chance of dealing the companies
and the government an important
blow. O
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From start to finish, the stn.ke was

deliberately disorganized by the offi-
cial Leadershlp to make sure 1199ers

would accept bmdmg arbitration as’

tbebestwecouldmn

NEW YORK CITY, August 10—A
militant four-day strike which crippled
this city’s municipal hospitals ended
on Augusc 7. What the 18,000 striking
members of District Councﬂ 37
(AFSCME) won on the picket Lines
union p*'esxdent Victor Gotbaum
ded away in a back room deal with
zers, politicians and hospital man-
agement.

The strike forced the city to back
down on its plans to lay off 1,350
nonprofessional hospital workers. This
wasg an mp”rtant wc*ory in a city

where the bosses have carried out,
layoffs for nearly two years
meeting serious resistance.
T 37 strike proved that strike

tion by municipal uni
the corporation-banker-politician of-
femiv&

still prepared to bem'av
ir members at evefy turn. DC 2

v ers were angry, militant gr'i
determined—and their sirike “wes
extremely effe Eut to end the
strike, Gotbe arranged a deal

Anyone who talked about |
r to:stop the scabs was
anti-union, a communist, a paid
f the bosses o&n police provoc-
_an  emergency | delegate
J 1) ?iurmg the stdke,

nd

nning the str
t%m,ed on page 15)

the city to cancel the layoffs and make
no further layoffs this yéar, Gotbaum
traded away the striking workers’ cost
of living raises for the next six months
to two years. These raises total $10

“million per year, or approximately’

$450 per worker. In effect, the terms
of the settlement mean that hospital

workers, not the city, will be paying

the salaries of the workers who were
scheduled to be laid off.

The striking workers were in a
position to win serious concessions
from. the city. Only the treachery of-
Victor Gotbaum prevented them from
doing so.

The strike, the first city-wide strike
in DC 37’s history, had the city on the
run. The hospitals were in chaos.
Despite repeated clashes with scabs
and police, militant picket lines were
maintained. Strikers stopped so many
ambulances from entering the hospi-
tals that the city finally ordered all
ambuleances rerouted to the voluntary
hospitale. Ambulance drivers and

(Continued on page 15)

back. In exchange for a promise from  §

NEW YORK—The largest hospltal
stiike in the nation’s history ended on
July 16 with an agreement to submit
the dispute to binding arbitration.
The strilze by nearly 40,000 members
of District 1199 lasted 11 days and
affected 34, non-profit, private hospi-
tals, 10 municipal hospitals and 14
nursing homes.

Union leaders were forced to call the
strike largely because of the militancy
of rank and file hospital workers. This
was & victory in itself. Prior to the
-1199 strike, union leadership after
union leadership bad refused to strike
against massive layoffs and cutbacks
incity services. The 1199 strike broke
t.hxs pattern. And, within weeks, it

a second strike by 18,000
hospital workers, members of District
Council 37 (AFSCME), against city-
owned hospitals. (See accompanying
article.)

Despite the openings created by the

1199 strike, the strike itself was
settled on terms which were a defeat.
This was not because of any lack of
militancy or determination oh the part
of rank and file hospital workers, but
becauue the strikers were sold out by
elr own union leadership.
son Davis, president of 1198, has
the strike a victory. He argues
. since the Lmﬂgue of Voluntary
tals {(management) refused even
“forcing a binding arbi-
trauon agreemenc was a mgm{ncam
gain. This is false.

T! o strike ended in defeat for two
main resgons, First, the guidelines for
arbitration guarantee in advance lay-

offs, speedup and a loss in real wages.
Accordmg to the guidelines, any cost
of living increase must come from
increased productivity, i.c., layoffs

and speedup. Further, the agreement
states that the July 1 DC 87 contract
with city-owned hospitals must be
used as a guideline for the 1199 con-
tract. The DC 87 contract includes a -
wage freeze and provision for cutnng )
labor costs by.$24 million! ’
As an additional part of the settle

- ment, the union backed down on its

demand for general amnesty. Davis
signed an agreement allowing hospital
management to fire workers who were
arrested during the strike and con-
victed of ‘“‘criminal offenses” — like
stopping a scab. This means that the
union sold out the most militant
workers.

The second side to tha defeat s the
acceptance of binding arbitration
itself. This is a step backwards for
1199. In the past, 1199 contracts with
voluntary hospitals were settled by
binding arbitration. Recemtly, how-
ever, the union won the right to stxike,
a right won by other unions years ago.
The new settlement, by setting =
precedent for the future, gives up this
important victory. It puts the umom
back at the mercy of the governmen
—the bosges’ chief strikebreaker lnd
union buster. ,

In calling the strike a victory, Leon
Davis argues that the League of
Voluntary Hoaspitals was out to break
the union. The strike and the binding
arbitration sgreement, he argues,
prevented this.

Davis is dead wrong. In the firat
place, a union that accepts sericus
cutbacks in wages, woz-kmg conditions
and other gains won in the pest
undermines its own strength. If these
cuts continue, the workers will become

{Continued on page 15}

Now Yerk City hespital werkers becils scaba.
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Jury Conwvicts E&msas on Some Goun@

On August 9, William and Emily Hams, members of the Symbxonese
Liberation Army {SLA) were found guilty of kidnapping, robbery and auto
theft. The defense will appeal. o
' Although the charges against them were criminal charges, the Harrises were
convicted for their politics. They were convicted for being members of the SLA.

The jury was obviously biased. On two separate occasions a prospective juror
made a hangman’s noose in full view of the jurors who deliberated on the case.
In another incident a toy gallows was constructed and the Harrises hung in
effigy!

Two women prospective jurors testified that a member of the jury described
the verdict as a “‘foregone conclusion’ before hearing any evidence. When the
bias of the juror was revealed, the defense demanded that Judge Brandler
declare'a mistrial. But Brandler denied the defense motion, stating that the
incident must have been “imagined.”” -

Brandler earlier heard a juror admit that he was against not only the SLA
but any révolutionaries—and then let him remain on the jury.

Patricia Hearst offéred to aid the state in convicting the Harrises. By helping
the state to jail the Harrises, possibly for life, rich Patty hopes to end her
“slumming” with a mild slap on the wrist.

The Harrises were convicted of fighting U.S. imperialism.
freed.

Two AV Members Found Innocent

On July 16, two Native Americans, members of the American Indian
Movement (AIM), were found not guilty of the June 27; 1975, shooting of two
FBI agents.’Robert Robideau and Darelle “Dino’’ Butler won their aoqmttal by
basing their case on_self-defense.

They must be

n force menamng
IM supporters.
with an arrest

Despite the dismissal of :
jurors, despite the state's
getting conviction, Robid

>f an inmate led to a revolt of 170
of July 11-12. A v

ties. The list included racist
dmg and discrimination in

pnscmemhﬁdaantabatof 2T
treatment and brutality b
e&umnonai _and other: is(

V held a “routine search” of

Albert Mc@ueen s cell. Mc,Queen, who is a'leader of Sunni Muslims in the
prison, shouted when guards removed wnippmgs from his Holy Quran and
in ‘the‘exercise yard crowded to the
windows in résponse, The guards bound McQueen hand and foot and threw him
on a trolley used to-cart garbage cana They then wheeled McQueen around
Cellblock D while béating him.

Angered by this;as'they returned to the cellblock the prisoners “taught the»
guards a richly deserved lesson. Arming themselves with broom handles and
other weapons they hospitalized six guards. It took a special team of guards,
armed with shotguns, machine guns and gas cannisters to end the fight.

On July 20, the chief of a State Commission of Correction investigative team
admitted that conditions at Attica were ‘‘just as bad, perhaps worse’ as those
that led o the 1971 revolt. Asked if further rebellions could occur, the
Superintendent of the prison answered: “‘I'd be a damn fool tp say otherwise.”

ape

rapemurder occu:roa in Ft. Myers, Florida, a city where Tibbs had never been
in his life.

Nadeau described her attacker as dark-skinned with a pock-marked face.
Tibbs is light-skinned. To explain this discrepancy the prosecuting attorney
said Tibbs’ complexion had grown lighter since his arrest. (For further details
of the trial see Torch:Vol 2, No. 10.) Despite this and other outrageous lies
Tibbs was found guilty. :

Because people saw through these lies and defended Tibbs the state has been
forced to overturn-the conviction. Now, the state is preparing for a second trial.

D H}eﬂ: Tibba said: “I'm gumy only of being Black and poor, neither i3 a
condition. of which I'm ashamed.” ; )

—FH

ape f Cynthla Nadeau and the murder of Terxy I\/’zloy The -

The movement to free Gary /Ty].er

continues to grow. On

dJuly 24, 1,000

to 2,000 people demonstrated in New-
Orleans in support “of Tyler. The.
demonstration included - 200 Blacks.
from Gary Tyler's’ community, St.
Charles Parish, Louisiana. The demon-

stration was h

teaKuKlux

Klan threat to disrupt it.

Bill Hampton, brother of Fred
Hampton, Black Panther Party leader
who was murdered by cops, spoke at

" the rally at City Hall.

He voiced the

anger and determination of the demon-

stration when he said:

“We will free

Gary Tyler just as we freed Angela
Davis, just as we freed Joanne Little.”
Gary Tyler was convicted of a crime

he didn’t commit. In

October 1974,

rock-throwing, gun-toting whites at-

tacked a busload of Bla

ck students. A

13-year-old white student was killed.
Police tore the school bus apart; one
cop held a gun to a Black student’s
head. When Gary Tyler protested
this, he was arrested for “obstructing

justice.” Since then the

state has been .

trying to railroad Tyler for the death

of the white student.

Gary Tyler has been transferred

from Death Row. On July 14, Judge
Marino, the judge who

Tyler to death, ordere

New Figu
No Jobs for

sentenced
ed that he be

Blacks

Six out of 10 Black teenagers have
no jobs and no hope of getting any.
For Black adults and teenagers taken
together, the figure is over one out of

four.

The National Urban League re-
leased these new statistics on August
2. Earlier unemployment figures re-
leased by the government put the
unemployment rate for Black teen-

agers at 40.3 percent

compared to

16.6 percent for whites of the same
age. The government figures do not
count-the “unemployables” —mothers
who-can't work because there is no
daycare, teensgers who can’t read or
who have a.record or have simply

 stopped look_mg for

there are no jobs.

A Black high school s

work because

senior in Los

Angeles, who applied to “about 110
places’ before graduation, says: “Em-

ployers are very afraid

looking real nice, they

to hire Black
men today. Even if you come to an
interview clean-shaven,

short hair,
think you are

going to rob the place ox do some kind

of damage.”

Unemployment for Black teenagers
has gone up steadily for 20 years. In
1955—at the height of the postwar
boom—the official rate was 15.8 per-
cent, compared with 10.3 percent for
whites of the same age. In 1965, the

figure was 26.2 percent, compared-

with 13.4 percent for whites. In 1973,
it climbed to 30.2 percent. For whites,
the figure fell slightly to 12.6 percent.

Today, the gap has
further.

widened even

These statistics reveal that the

many promises of slick

nothing but cynical lies. The *
the “Great Scciety’’ and all

poverty,”

politicians are
‘war’on

the other band-aid programs of the
past have not made a dent in the
growing numbers of Black lives wasted

on the junk-heaps of U.
‘This year’s heralded ‘“‘solution’’ —the

S. capitalism.

Humphrey-Hawkins Bill—will do no

better.

Unemployment statistics for the
last 20 years tell only a tiny portion of
the story of life in the U.S. for Blacks.
The history of those 20 years is the
proof that capitalism must be over-

thrown. [

of the strong- and- growmému :

movement to defendf»Gnry Tyler

Judge Marino is onlyone
racist agents the U.S. govemin t'has,
been using to harass, mtxmldate ‘and
railroad Tyler. Gary Tyler was tear-
gassed in his prison cell in June. When

. Walter "Collins, coordinator of the ~

Gary Tyler Defense Committes, pro-
tested to Paul Phelps, director of the
Louisiana Department of Corrections,
Phelps tried to cover up the attack on
Tyler; by saying: “My guards are
humane peaple. It didn’t happen.”
The government agents in white,
the Ku Klux Klan, are at work trying

_to intimidate Blacks and -crush- the

support that has been built for Gary
Tyler in the Black community. Eight -
armed attacks on New Orleans Blacks
have been reported since. February,
including the murder of Richard Dunn,.
a Gary Tyler supporter.

These attacks, especially the brutal
murder of Dunn, have only added to
the atmosphere of resistance. The
struggle has been so strong and
united that the ruling class is begin-
ning to back down on its attempt to
use Gary Tyler as yet another example
of what will happen to peopie who
dare to fight back.

Gary Tyler will be our example. We

can fight back against racist oppres- _ .~

sion and we can win! As the response
to the attacks on Dunn shows, as the
July 24 demonstration shows, the
cops, the courts and the Klan will not
stop us. Gary Tyler will be freed!]

R

Gary Tyler.

S0 6 Jury Out

As we go to press, thie jury
continues to deliberate in the
trial of the San Quentin Six—six
Black and Chicano prisoners ac-
cused of murdering prison guards
in & “‘conspiracy” to free George
Jackson.

On August 2, the jury returned
to ask the judge whether it was
necessary to believe the state's
story in order to find the six

‘guilty of conspiring in the sup-
posed plot. The judge told them
it was. Since the state's case is
" buiit on hearsay and lies, there is
good reason to hope the jury will
return 8 ‘“‘not guilty” verdict.
As the testimony of
police lieutenant Louis Am:éx-
wood has shown, the omly com-
spiracy involved in the case was
the conspiracy of the government
to assassinate Jackson. Tack-
wood named 18 individuals in
three different government agen-
cies working on the plot. -
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We left headquarters and began
marching a little after 2:00 p.m. There
were about 200 of us, half Black and
half white. When we reached the r:
road tracks rﬂseparatmg “the “Blac
community of West Engelwood from
Mapqaetf:e Park, cops surrounded us

on the left and right, with a squad car

shwting “Niggez‘s go home”’; “nigg
lovers ; “niggers go back to Africa’’;
“‘communists go batk to Russia” an'a
“white power.” When the racists
started up, we began a chant of “We
say NO, we say NO, we say NO to -
racism!” A little further west'on 71st

we passed the Nazi Party headquar-

ters and raised our fists and chanted.

The southwest corner of Marquette”
Park is at 71st and Califérnia, a mile -
from the border. When we approached
the intersection a barrage of bottles
and bricks came from the park. The
front line of the march had to slow

down and back up a few steps. Every

time we moved forward ‘mote bricks,
bottles, sticks and chunks of concrete

flew at us. Since only & few marchers
haed helmets or other protection, we
put our signs or stacks of newspapers
over cur heads and went forward.
When we crossed the intersection
and marched next to the park, we
could see that the park was filled with
a racist of at least 4,000 people.
About five or six mounted policemen
were in the park, and police were on
rbs of the street. The mob con-
to throw bricks, broken bottles
and firecrackers, now from both sides.
ust ‘stood there. When a
<ed up a chunk of concrete
after it ;ar;.ced, the cops moved in to
make him drop it.
Several of us wers hurt and were
taken to the hospital. Even when cops
d kn

hen we got to the park we closed
3. The leaderabip of the march
was confused and gave no direction

Af\&? mm:ngmmmﬂfm&b@ut

power,” and throwing everything they .

could. Despite the injuries, no one

- panicked on the -way back. When we

got back to headg uarters, the feeling

a8 that désg% the :outcome of the
‘we had" ‘held together and main-
iscipline. We showed

CHICAGO J\ily 11—Chicago Nazi

he racists and’

Party leader Frank Collin suffered a -

defeat yesterday at the hands of the
left. Collin was gcheduled to speak at a
North Side meeting of the “College of
Complexes,” a kind of glorified coffee-
house.

The Chicago Surrealist Group de-
cided to make it clear that racists like
Collin have no right to peddle their
filth. The Surrealists contacted several
left groups to join them in preventing
Collin from speaking. Only the RSL
sent a-delegation to-join-the Surreal-
ists.

The Nazis apparently got wind of
what awaited them, and backed out. A
sign at the meeting site announced
that Collin wasn’t coming.

On the phone, a Nazi spokesman

2

CHICAGO — Chanting “We say
NO, we say NO, we say NO to
racism,” 200 marchers defied ‘a
-screaming, rock-hurling mob in Chi-
cago’'s Marquette Park on July 17.
They were protesting the growing
boldness of Nazi ahd KKK organiza-
tions in the southwest side neigh-
borhood.

Marquette Park is an all-white

_ neighborhood - lIying on the eastern

edge of Chicago’s Black South Side
ghetto. Three thousand Chicago
policemen and several thousand city
patronage workers live there. The
Chicago headquarters of the  Nazi
Party are located in the middle of the
neighborhood, at 7lst and Rockwell.
Marquette Park is a natural area for
Blacks to move to from the adjoining

ghetto. Organized racists, with the

connivance of the Daley machine, are
determined to keep it white.

Since June, the Martin Luther King
Jr. Movement, a coalition of liberal
Black ministers, has tried to march to
Marquette Park to demand an end to
growing racist attacks and the en-
forcement of the city’s open housing
laws.

On June 6, hundreds of Nazi-
organized thugs, armed with chains
and baseball bats, invaded the Black.

community and sent six Blacks to the

hospital. As they intended, the sched-
uled anti-racist march was called off.

Throughout June the Martin Luther
King Jr. Movement attempted to hold
the march. Each time, they were
halted by police, who repeatedly ar-

. tried to cover ‘up Collin’s cowardice:

“We don’t think it's a big enough
place for a brawl,” blustered the
spokesman.

The Nazis are vile racists. But they
are also cowardly bullies. They are
afraid of any fight where they aren’t
sure of trampling their enemies. They
build their reputation on cheap vic-
tories. A threat of a serious fight
backs them down.

The July 10 victory points the right
direction. Racist thugs and bullies are
not stopped by arguments. They are
stopped when their intended victims
fight back and defeat them. The left,
Blacks, and labor must organize to

smash the Nazi Party, the Klan and

other racist scum wherever they
appear.[J

rested the march leaders. Finally a
court order was obtained to permit the
march and provide police protection.
But, as the accompanying eyewitness
report shows, these promises were
worse than useless.

The morning of the march, bricks
and bottles were stockpiled in alleys
along the march route. A ¢rowd gath-
ered all morning. Before the march
went 10 paces into white territory it
‘was under attack. By the time the
marchers reached the rally site a mob
of thousands was bombarding them.’

Throughout the racist riot, police
made only token gestures of protect-
ing the marchers. Most of the few
whites who were arrested were released

without bail—an open incitement to
further violence.

One of those arrested was an off-
duty cop; later, video tapes showed
that at least eight others in the rock-
hurling crowd were police officers.

Following the march a wave of
editorials in the major newspapers put
forward the view that the marchers
and the raclsts were ‘‘equally to
blame.” According tp the Chicago
Deily News, the marchers “can be
blamed not only for the weekend’s
violence, but also for the increased
black-white passions aend tensions”
that resuited!

On the other hand, conservative

.Black papers such.: s the,Ghicago

Defender' -have  new hend‘?m the
marches for the first. time. )

A march in ‘the- Black Eommumt} -
was held on August 7, to build
support for a second march to
Marquette Park, whichis planced for
August 21.

Plans were also made to launch a
committee of trade unionists to sup-
port the struggle. Trade unionists
from the United Auto Workers, the
United Steelworkers, the Chicago
Teachers Union, the American Feder-
ation of State, County and Municipal
Employees, the Boilermakers Union
and the Seafarers International Union
are already active in building this
committee.

At a meeting to plan these mctmns
and other steps, a spokesman from the
Revolutionary Socialist League point-
ed out that reliance on the police will
only lead to more traps. “If there are
4,000 racists,” he said, “and 2,000
cops, there are 6,000 enemies.”

Mass mobilizetion of the Black
community, support within Chicago’s
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Since the recent death of dictator Francisco
Franco, Spain has been rocked by -great class
battles. Spanish workers have organized wave
after wave of mass strikes. Hundreds of thousands
have joined demonstrations, often facing the
brutal assaults of fascist police. Activity in the
illegal Workers’ Commissions has been stepped up
despite the arrest of many mailitants. These and
other displays of courage and militancy have
marked a growing struggle against the repression
and exploitation of Spanish capitalism. For th,
first time sinc umph of f 1989, the
"Spanish government is clearly on ]%ﬂswp.

Spaniskworkers kave displaye "ﬁ;’\a”nr 2y
and courage many times before
on July 19, 1936, Spanish workers r
wave of struggle. In city dfter city i
General Franco's uprising against Spain's newly
r’ormed republican gowmment Factories throug

I(mdlords and dwtnbuted 4t among
For three years, the eyes of work
the worid were fixed on Spain.

Forty years ago, the Spanisk mas:
the determination necessary to turn
reactionery tide sweeping Europe. Morea er, they
demonstrated that they were prepare
reaction once and -for allby sweeping’ amde
reactionary Spanish capitalism itself.

Yet, by 1989, Franco and his fascist allies were
in power. What had begun tn 1936 as one of the
proletariat’s finest hours ended in 1939 with a
crushing defeat.

Why? Why were workers and peasants who

-displayed-such det tion-to-end their oppres-
sion and explmtatw‘n. unable to do so? Why was a
Tevolutionary situation turned into a victory for
fascist reactionaries? How did near victory become
total defeat?

We write this article to commemorate the great
hormm and ,a/;rf-‘ce of the Spanish working class
L of the 1980s. But in writing
Civil War, our first task is to
parrh for the 5 that can kelp us evoid a
Tepetiiifm of the tragedy of four decades ago.

S

Spanish Civil War began in 1936. In the
ading up to this great working class
g Spanish capitalism was near total col-
The vpamsh economy, weak and backward
hed to the brink by the Great
On top of this economic system
nt and decadent monarchy,
and semi-feudal landlords,
1 other

in Jx/”y sat &
f;as&d on e

g 1f at the expense of
of 3')&*}13& society.

King Alfonso XI1J abdicated and the
zrehy collapsed. The monarchist parties had
by an enormous electoral defeat and
odern republic ana
er tbe rems o?

T
m?;u@ for ti

agricultural workers’ unions grew rapidly. Peasant
organizations sprang up throughout the country-
side. Working class political parties multiplied their
strength many times over. Workers won sizable
gains in wages and working conditions and the
living standards of the Spanish masses as a whole
improved. .

Fear of the workmg, class
eiSpamsh capita.lis!s back
0 an alliance with reaction.

. the same time, the movements for inde-
ence and regional autenomy, particularly
¢ in Catalonia (northeastern Speain including
and the Basque country (north centml
ined strength.
miass struggle deepened the crisis of
Sp italism deepened as well. The ruling
¢lass: cf‘ %kly became convinced that there was only
one way out: to strip away the workers’ recent
gains and drive down the living standards of all the
Spanish people. In an alliance with the large land-
lords, the Church and monarchists, the capitalists
abandoned all plans for a modernization and
liberalization of Spain. Whatever their desires, their
fear of a working class threatening to seize factories
and turn capitalist property relations upside down
drove virtually every section of the Spanish
capitalists back into an alliance with reaction.”
A reign of terror was launched. Reactionary
governments held power from Novefiber 1933 to
January 1936. Wages were slashed, militants were

persecuted and arrested and the reforms instituted .

from 1931 to 1933 were repealed. The masses fought
back heroically. Workers in several cities staged
general strikes. The miners of Asturias rose up in
October 1934. The Asturias Commune fell only after
5,000 miners were murdered, 10,000 wounded and
80,000 jailed by troops led by Francisco Franco.

The workers’ determined struggle forced the
capitalists and landlords to retreat. Under mass
pressure, the ruling class agreed to hold elections in
February of 1936. In these elections, the masses
overwhelmingly voted for a Popular Front slate,
which they believed would govern in their interests.

The Popaiar Front was an electoral bloc of
bourgeois, petty-bourgeois and workers’ parties—
the Republican Left and the Republican Union
{bourgeois democrats), the Esquerra (Catalan
separatists) and the Communist and Socialist
Parties (the CP and the SP). It' was supported by
the largest trade union federation, the Socialist-
controlled Unién General de Trabajadores (UGT)
and by the Partide Obrero de Unificacién Marxista
{(POUM), 2 fusion of former Trotskyists with long-
time o inists.

The P r Front’s stated perspective was to

defend and strengthen the b(mrgeons repubh& This
meant, first and foremost, the defense of Spanish
capitalism from the ‘struggles of the workers,
" peasants and oppressed nationalities. Workers’

. leaders were brought into the Cabinet to.convince

the masses to support the govemment; and cease
struggling.:

The leading workers’ parties, the Socialist and
Communist Parties, supported this perspective
even though the experience of the 1931-33 period
had—shown decisively that the urban capitalists
were against the workers more than they were for
the bourgeois republic. Nevertheless, the SP_and
the CP declared that Spain was in its “bourgeois
democratic stage” and that the workers must

march behind the ‘“progressive industrialists’

against the “feudal landowners.”

The Spanish CP cynically based its actions not
on.the needs and interests of the Spanish masses,
but on the dictates of Stalin’s Russian foreign
policy. Stalin correctly viewed Hitler as a threat to
Russia. But he did not look to a mobilization of the
international proletariat to defeat the fascist forces
which were gaining strength throughout Europe.
Instead, he sought an alliance with the “progreés-
sive’”’ imperialists of Britain and France. And to
convince the rulers of these ‘‘democracies” that he
was a reliable ally, he instructed the Communist
Parties around the world to prove their loyalty to
the bourgeoisie. The key to this would be the
actions of the Spanish CP, the Communist Party
facing the most volatile situation and confronting
the weakest of bourgeoisies.

But slogans ‘such as ‘“‘marching behind the
progressive capitalists” did not change the facts:
as the Spanish workers and peasants themselves
guickly demonstrated, the needs of the masses and
the needs of the capitalists were sharply counter-
posed. Inspired by the Popular Front's victory,
which they took as their own, the Spanish workers
surged forward to regain the ground lost under the
reactionary regimes. By July 1936 over one million
workers were out on strike.

It took little time for the ruling class to hatch a
new reactionary plot. Plans were laid for a military
overthrow of the Popular Front government and
» establishment of a regime which, through
rutal suppression of the masses, could end the

who were still supporting the Popular Front
government out of a belief that it could keep the
workers in check quickly shed their democratic
veneer and joined the reactionary alliance.

The right-wing plans were centered in the army,
particularly Francisco Franco’'s Morocco-based
Foreign Legion. The leanding bourgeois politicians
knew of the plot months in advance. Yet they did
nothing to stop it. Franco and his allies were not
removed from their posts. Censorship, repression,
arrests were carried out against the workers’
organizations. The bourgeois liberals, still backed
by the SP and CP, tied the hands of the workers as
the right wing mobilized.

Sznilors in Republican Navy give revolutionary salute, ]
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Mavy give revelpiezary

On June 17, the reactionaries struck. Franco’s
garrison in Morocco rebelled. Garrisons on main-

land Spain foilowed France's lead in the next four

days. The very existence of the rebellion was at first -
denied by the government; claims were then made
that things were ‘‘under control.” The government
refused to erm .the workers. Meanwhile, the
workers’ parties of the Populer Front pledged -
loyalty to the government and promised to take no
action. They awaited_a call to arms from the
-government, a call'which would never come. -

Formnatzely, the workers of Barcelona did nét
wait. These workers, led by the anarchist Confede- -
racién National de Trabajo (CNT) and the POUM,
raided sporting goods stores and fascists’ homes for
guns and ammunition.” On July- 19, they set up
barricades -and fought the local garrison. Out-
matched in firepower, they appealed to the soldiers
to join with them. The soldiers were won over and
the reactionariés crushed.

In city after city, workers followed the example

-of Barcelona. In Madrid, Valencia and Malaga the .

ghrrisons were defeated. The brave miners of
Asturias raised a column of 5,000 dynamiters. The
Barcelona workers marched through Catalonia and
neighboring Aragon, rallying the peasants to their
side.

Local factory committees were formed. Peasant
committees seized the land, dividing it up or
forming cooperatives. Soldiers’ and sailors’ com-
mittees sprang up. Workers’ militias replaced the
regular army for all practical purposes. Workers’
patrols replaced the hated paramilitary police, the
Civil Guards.

The inspired masses had Franco on the run. Their
inspiration came from the fact that they were
clearly fighting for their own interests. Peasants

were fighting for their own land. Workers were for -

the first time running the factories themselves,
policing the streets and controlling their own
conditions. In these early days of the Civil War, the
workers themselves drew a clear class line between .
themselves and the fasclst bourgeois-industrialist
alliance.

This policy would have led to the thorough
destruction of Franco’s forces. Franco’'s troops were
overwhelmingly peasants from Spam and the
Spanish colony of Moroceo. By giving land to the
tillers, granting mdepend ce to Morocco and he
other colonies and gx i linori
nght to self dete nal

hcws be carried out
asants’ and soldlers

Allthe

Popularme:oflﬁﬂ...the Bolsheviksilidnotmakethe,

- concession to the Popular Front. Their demand was to break this
Populax Front. to destroy the alliance wlth the Constitutional Democrats.

andtn

B

5 a genuine workers and peasants government. . .o

_-organized throughout Spain and lmked on a
regional and national basis, the spontaneous

1. struggles of the masses could have been given the

organized strength needed. to defeat the fascists.

Moreover, a revolutionary movement of the work- -

ers, peasants and oppressed minorities, based on
the lmhtlas and democratic committees, could not

'Above: Workers man Barcelona barricade.
Below: Farmworkers march to join anti-fascist fight.

only have defeated Franco's fascist troops, but
could have actually conquered power and set up a
workers’ and peasants’ government.

This is precisely what happened in Russia in
1917, though in Russia, the overwhelming bulk of
the civil war against counter-revolutionary forces
was fought after the workers and peasants seized
power. The workers’, peasants’ and soldiers’ com-
mittees (Soviets) in Russia, functioning as coor-
dinated organs of dual power, enabled both the
establishment of a workers’ government and the
defeat of the reactionaries.

The strength of the masses and their successfui
seizure of state power in Russia was due primarily
to the existence of a revolutionary vanguard party,

- the Bolshevik Party. The Bolsheviks pursued a

policy which strengthened the masses’ organiza-
tions and weakened the alliance of capitalists, fake
socialists and reactionaries. But in Spow no such
party -existed. The workers’ leadership rested
largely in the hands of the fake-socialist forces of

‘. the Popular Front. It was these forces which

thwarted every revolutionary initiative of the
masses and eventually arranged their stunning
defeat.

The Popular Front government fearful of the
revolution, refused to take the only measures that
could have defeated Franco. A capitalist govern-
ment at root, the Popular Front continued to place
defense of capitalist property first and foremost.
The SP and CP, fearful of anything that might
antagonize the “enlightened’” British and French
imperialists, wholeheartedly endorsed this perspec-

. tive. When the workers began to see through the

government’s vacillations, the CP and SP stepped
forward directly to undercut the workers’ struggle
against Franco by gutting it of all revolutionary
content.

In September 1936 a new Popular Front govern-
ment was formed. It was headed by Socialist Party
and trade-union legder Largo Caballero and had the
active support and participation of the CP—
together with five ministers from the bourgeois
parties. The government as = whole became the
effective organizer of the counter- revoluuon from
within the anti-Franco forces.

The Popular Front leaders undmm:m that the

,nuclmfbrwoi'kers rule; were a constant denger to'

Spanish - capitalism. The" bourgeois state was
partially st{npped of its control over production and

distribution and its national police—the hated Civil -

Guards—had been replaced by workers’ patrols. To

strengthen the bourgeois state, the capitalists had
to weaken the workers, Therefore, the “‘anti-fascist™
Popular Front government initiated an offensive to
strip the workers of their positions...and their
arms..

Land seized by the peasants was returned to the
landlords, Capitalists in the republican-controlled
areas, who pretended to be anti-Franco, were given
back their factories and got easy credit. The
peasant committees and the factory committees
were liguidated. Workers’ supply committees were
replaced by profiteering speculators.

Morocco and the other colonies were not granted .

independence. Catalonian autonomy was.in practice

eliminated. Perhaps most importantly, the workers’

militias were dissolved and the workers were forced

to hand over their arms. The Civil Guards were-

reorganized to defend private property.

Thousands of workers were arrested; many were
shot. The Barcelona workers rose up against the
attempts to disarm them in May 1937 and we
defeated only after bloody battles and betrayal and
vacillation by their anarchist leaders, who capitu-
lated to the CP.

Just as the Spanish capitalists had placed their
fear of the workers before their desire for a demo-'

cratic regime in 1933 and again in 1936,- so the
SP and CP, in defending Spanish capitalism, placed
their fear of the workers before the struggle against
Franco. The best-equipped troops, as George
Orwell observed in 1938 in Homage to Catalonia
and as most other observers belatedly admitted,
went to the Civil Guards, and other regular troops
were kept in reserve in the cities to defend against
the workers. The workers at the front received the
shabbiest training, clothing and arms. Thousands
of the best militants were sent into battle without
artillery protection—to eliminate the “uncontrol-
lables” of the left wing.

Hundreds of POUM and CNT leaders and
militants were hunted down, arrested, tortured and
murdered by Russian secret police and local
Spanish CP goon squads. The violence against
left-wing Spanish workers from inside the workers’
movement- had precedent only in Stalin’s counter-
revolution in Russia. Pravda saw the parallel: “As
for Catalonia, the purging of the Trotskyists and
the Anarcho-Syndicalists has begun; it will be
conducted with the same energy with which it was
conducted in the USSR.”

The choice in Spain was between socialist

revolution or the triumph of the wreaction. The
fighting spirit of the workers and peasants could be
kept at full strength only if they were organized
around & revolutionary Program. Instead, the
Popular Front forces attacked the workers because
they threatened capitalist property. Franco's
peasant-based army, well equipped and financed,
could have been split and weakened by revolution-
ary appeals to seize the land. But these appeals
were inconsistent with defending capitalist
property.
Thus, we have the true meemng of the Popular
Front. It is not, as its *'socialist” advocates claimed
in 1936, and claim now, a “step towards socialism.””
Its progressive rhetoric ser only one centralb
purpose: to lure the workers into supporting a
bourgeois perspective and then to smash them
when this becomes necessary to defend capitalist
relations. A

The heroism and power of the Spanish masses 40
years ago shows the potemtial for proletarian
revolution. Spain, 1936 to 1939, also shows how the
workers’ strength can be sapped from within, But
the Spanish workers and peasants ,need not have.
stmgged in vain. Their defeats, as well as their
victories, can provide us with the lessons needed to
defeat the capitalists today. The conditions for that
victory are becoming increasingly ripe—in Spain
and throughout the world.CJ

(To provide space for the above article on the
Spanish Civil War, we have delayed the final part
of the series, “China In Crisis.” Part § mll appear

in the next issue of the Torch—Ed.}

independent organizations of the workers, potential
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Poland Jails 53 For Price Hike Protests

. The Polish government has sent 53 workers to prison for their participation
in the strikes and demonstrations that forced the rescinding of food price
increases. Seven of the workers were convicted for blocking a key railroad line
in the city of Ursus, a suburb of Warsaw. Six were convicted for “‘attacking
people and property’’ in the city of Radom. No details were given on the others
convicted. The sentences range from three to 10 years.

Following the announcement of food price increases in June, workers in
Radom fought a pitched battle with police, burned down Communist Party
headquarters and confiscated food from state-run shops. The workers in Ursus
blocked the Warsaw to Paris express.

These actions forced Poland’s state-capitalist ruling class to back down on
the price increases. But the government is now taking repressive steps to try to
break the back of the workers’ militancy.

Spanish Government Grants Partial Amnesty

On July 14, the Spanish government granted a partial amnesty to political
prisoners and liberalized the penal code.

About 350 political prisoners qualify for amnesty under the new terms, but
nearly 200 others accused of political violence will remain in jail. -

The reforms came after tens of thousands of demonstrators took to the
streets of Madrid, Barcelons, Santurce and.other major cities, where they
fought ‘with police. One demonstrator was killed in Santurce,. scores were
arrested in Madrid and many were injured. -

The new penal code loosens the restrictions on political organizations. But
organizations which advocaté ‘‘destruction of the juridical, political, social and*
economic system’’ will remain banned. This provision is meant to keep the
Communist Party, the Basque nationalists and groups to the left of the

Law Adopted in Germay'

‘anti-terrorist” law providing
iation” —membership in any
| terrorist.

ut bail while a case is prepared.
a'suspect and his lawyers. It

On July 29, W,
organization the go

The law also calls’
It allows judges.ito
reguires citizens to:
activities,” under:

West German:

Meinhof, while being triec
almost certainly by the .

The new law ‘was proposed by the Social Democratic government. The
Christian Democratic opposition voted no, denouncing the law as ‘half-
hearted” and calling for still harsher measures.

French Economy Slipping as Frane Falls

Frafite is on the verge of joining Italy and Britain among the crisis economies
of Burope. = Yo b o :

During the month of July, the value of the franc fell sharply. The franc slid 3
percent-int“oneweek; it has fallen 8- percent since January 1.
i <ness is an inflation rate of more than 10
percent—twice that of West Germany or the U.S. As the franc falls, currency
speculators put their money into more secure currencies such as the dollar or
the West German mark. This pushes the franc down still further.

Unless the French bourgeoisie can slow the rate of inflation, the economy will
continue to weaken. This has led French President Giscard d’Estaing to order

his Labor Minister to draw up a wage-restraint program. If put into effect, this -

will be the first serious attack on workers’ living standards since the massive
uprising of French workers and students in May-June 1968.

The decline of the franc underlines the fragile nature of the current upturn in
the world economy. Major countries such as Britain and Italy remain
economically stagnant. In the meantime, the world monetary system remains
weak and could be hit by a sudden crash. ¢

Australian Workers Stage General Strike

On July 12, two million Australian workers walked off their jobs in the first
natinnwide genera! strike in the country’s history. The 24-hour strike was called
to protest Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser’s plan to cut back Medibank, a
government-funded health program that pays 85 percent of all medical costs.

Medibank was launched by the Labour government that fell last year. The
present government is trying to reverse the concessions the Labour
government made to the workers.

T trie stopped all public transport, closed harbors and airports, reduced
electricity supplies and shut down most factories. :

—dJG apd CH

(Continued from page 1)

strators attempted to march to police
headquarters in downtown Johannes-
burg. They also called for a sympathy
strike. Crowds gathered at railroad
stations and along bus routes and.

- turned backthe majority of com-

muters. ) .
At the northeast border of Soweto,

" eight miles from downtown Johannes-

burg, police massed to stop the march.
Twice the marchers broke through the
barricades, while police fired tear gas’

" and warning rifle volleys.- After the

march was stopped, crowds attacked
shops, cars, railroad stations, schools
and government -liquor stores. The
house of a member of the township
council was stoned and the houses of
two Black policemen were burned. On’
the south side of Soweto at least three
Blacks were killed by police gunfire.

Blacks also rebelled in Alexandra
township, in northeastern Johannes-

~ burg, where two schools were set on

fire. Student demonstrations broke
out at the Universities of Cape Town
and the Western Cape, hundreds of
miles south of Johannesburg.

Over the next week the uprising
spread to other parts of the country.
Fire destroyed the Ilegislative as-
sembly building of Bophutatswana,
one of the “Bantustans” scheduled to
receive a sham ‘‘independence” as
part of the racists’ apartheid plan.

Finally, on August 11, students in
the Black townships of Capetown
walked out of their schools. Police
fired into the crowds. Rioting contin-
ved until the early hours of the
morning. New and bigger explosions
are possible at any moment.

The racist Vorster government has
made every effort to crush the mass
struggle. Arrests since June total at
least 3,000. Laws allowing indefinite
arrest without trial have been used to
imprison leaders of the South African
Student Organization, the South Afris
can Student Movement and the Black
Consciousness Movement. Vorster has
also taken further repressive measures
to crush opposition to his fraudulent
scheme for ‘“independent” tribal
homelands for the African majority.

But the government has been forced
to retreat. After the Soweto revolt, it
was forced to give in on the issue that
touched off the rebellion. The govern-
ment decided that the Afrikaans
language should be “‘optional’’ instead
of compulsory in the African schools-
This was the first real concession to
African protest the white supremacist
regime had been forced to make since
it came to power in 1948. Weeks later

the government was forced to reverse

itself again and reopen the schools
closed after the June riots. It had been
announced that the schools would
remain closed to prevent further pro-
tests. )

The flames of revolt are spreading
to other groups caught in South Afri-
ca’s ugly web of apartheid. On July
13, hundreds of Indians organized a
demonstration ,to protest their evic-
tion from Pageview, a township out-
side Johannesburg. Pageview has al-
ways been inhabited by Indians but is
now slated to be a white area.

The mass struggles of South Afri-
ca’s oppressed people are only begin-
ning to gain strength and momentum.
In the 1960s, the racist government
smashed the protest movement so
thoroughly that years passed before
there were any major struggles. But
conditions have now changed.

Beginning zbout 1970 the South
African masses have been regaining
confidence. The powerful strike wave
lsunched by Black workers over wage'

South Africa . . .

issues and union rights in 1973-74 was
both symbolic of this new sense of
struggle and an important step in its
own right. Further, the struggles in
Mozambique, Angola, Zimbabwe and
Namibia have given Black South
Africans a greater sense.of power. The
wave of African liberation rushing

toward South Africa’s borders gives

new hope to the mass struggle.

Finally, while the economic boom of
the 1960s strengthemed the ruling
capitalists and helped them keep the
lid on struggles, that boom is over.
South Africa’s economy; heavily de-
pendent on imports and exports, iz
now extremely shaky. The currency
has been devalued twice in the last 18
months. The current fall in the price of
gold, South Africa’s main source of
foreign exchange, threatens to under-
mine the entire economy.

The worsening economic situation
narrows the government’s maneuver-
ing room at precisely the time that the
masses’ sense of their power and their
willingness to fight are increasing.

Underneath the bluster, Vorster
and his henchmen are desperately
trying to buy time. They are' hesi-
tating, taking a hard line one day and
reversing themselves the next. The
government fears that an attempt to
smash all Black resistance through
open and brutal repression will simply
give fresh fuel to the mass struggle.
Further, Vorster fears that this course
will force a further break with the
international bourgeoisie, which is
already under great mass pressure to
take a harder stand against the apart-
heid regime.

On the other hand, the government

Black child killed by South African cops.

is equally hesitant to make new
concessions. It fears that concessions
will only provoke new and stronger
opposition from the masses.

These factors mean that the mass
struggles have a chance to take root.
The momentum of the struggles in the
townships is increasing and the wor-
sening economy will lead to new
struggles by Black workers. Simul-
taneously the defeat of white South
African troops’in Angola, the Soweto
uprising and, above ail, the govern-
ment’s retreats and copcessions after
Soweto—minor as they were—prove
to the masses that the racists can be
defeated. Whatever the cutcome of
any single struggle may be—and
there certainly may be new massacres
ahead — stability is gone for the svhite
rulers: What lies shead is a new period
of mass struggles in South Africa that
will dwarf anything seen vet. [
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By Sharon Parrell

On July 2, the Supreme" C
reaffirmed capitalism’sright e
ized murder. Ruling that th

Sergeant Leonard Matlovich has
lost a round in his fight to remain in
the Air Force as an open homosexual.
Federal District Judge Gerbard Gesell, ~
one of the most liberal judges in the
federal courts, ruled against Matlo-
vich July 16.

The Air Force, which has a blanket
regulation against homosexuals, dis-
charged Matlovich last October after
he revealed his homosexuslity. Mat-
lovich's service record was not in
question; the only real issue was his
right to be gay. (See the Torch,
December 15, 1975.) After losing in a
court martial, Matlovich took the case
to federal court.

Gesell’s decision was based directly
on the Supreme Court’s reactionary
March 29 decision upholding state
anti-homosexual laws. “It iz now clear
from recent cases that there is no
constitutional right to engage in
homosexual activity,” Gesell ruled.

Matlovich will appeal. “‘Judge Ge-
sell j ocked me to the
gr ‘Now 1 get back on

my feet, straighten my shoulders,
m:ld my head high and keep om
fighting for equality.” (0

r

capitalist system.
The Court's ruling reverses its
1972, which. tem-

nced. to die, wlule
similar charges were
The new _ruling states

nothing but a
racist attacks
5 and for beightened

carrymg
{and some carrying longer sentences).
The state ‘must guarantee the de-
fendant & jury trial only in an appeal.

Thns so-called ‘““two tier” syshem ensts_
in eight states. '

nated. trials. qltogether\
state the green light to convict v

- ever- it .chooses. Defqndants wlthout ’

getajury malafterkm‘}ﬁnths or years
in prison waiting for their appeal date.

These ‘defendants will then face a

- stacked deck, since judge and jury will

know they have already- been found

guilty oncé. “The Supteme Couit, .

whose main concern is to speed up the
trial process and.make it easier for
police and prosecutor to harass and
jail defendants, was bothered little by
_these “finer pomts of law.” .

“There are more men and women in
state and federal prisons now than
ever before. Almost 250,000 people
were behind bars as of January 1, 10
percent more than the prekua year.
More than half these prisoners are
under 30 years old, and the majority
are Black. Overcrowding is now worse
than ever, reducing the already intol-
erable conditions of prisen life to the
most miserable existence possible. To
explain the huge increase in the
inmate population today, officials
point to a “shifting of the climate in
favor of punishment’” and a “massive
counter-attacl.”

What is behind this increase in
prisoners and stepping up of repres-
sive measures? As capitalism wears
itself down, it robs more and more
people of hope for a decent life. More
and more Blacks, Latins and poor
whites are forced into the ghettoes
and bartios, denied jobs, decent neigh-

borhoods and schools. The high per-

centage of crimes committed by teen-
agers is directly linked to the rotting
schools and soaring unemployment
rates among city youth.

This is the cause of crime-— thou-

sands of teenagers and young adults
pushed out onto the strests, demoral-
ized, bitterly angry and frustrated.
This anger and sense of rebellicn and
need, lacking any orgnn.ized anti-

tions and social services.
Blacks and the working class as'a
whole have i in'most cases co!

mass outcry ageinst these abuges, and.
‘the ruling class wants this tocontinue
The repressive -up g
& warning ot to rebel, a.nd foree-.
fully punish those who do. =~ |

* The increase of repression has beent
reflectéd in changing

are for rehabilitation. Thay now admit
the real purpose of prisons in this

‘society: to be “wamhouses for danger-

ous persons.’
Judge Marvin E. Aspen of Cook’
_County, Illinois, mocks those who say
that the “panaceas’ (cure-alls—Ed.)
to crime are the elimination of poverty, .
racism and social injustice. His an-
swer? To simply lock up all “danger- ,

A victim heimg prepared fer execwtion.

ous persons’’ . . .until they stop bemg
dangemua, untll they “burn
ent.”

cag:mt,alist expr des into
crime end viclence.

Capitalism is in decay. It is built on
the backs of the mesees, but it can no
longer provide for the needs of ever
larger numbers of the population.
Thus the capitalists have launched
across-the-board attacks against the
workers and ployed. Increasi
political repression (the death penalty,
attacks on prisoners’ rights, increased
juvenile sentences, the S-1 bill) goes
hand-in-hand with the economic of-
fensive sgainst wages, working condi-

The ruling claes and its “‘zociolo-
gists'” always change *‘thecries” to
justify their abuses. A militant macs
movement among working and op-
preased people will sweep aside all this
gibberish. The workers’ answer to
crime and violence? It can onky be the
elimination of poverty, racism and
social injustice. Let the judges scoff.
Itasthuﬁgh& the fight for socialiem,
that can wipe out such barbarisms as
the death pemalty and give every
human being a decent life. (]
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NEW YORK CITY— This city has received an unexpected Bicentenznial
- present. The Bureau of Pest Control has announced that the city’s rat
population will rise next yea.r because of a 30 percent slash in the Bureau’s

The budget cut, part of New York’s emergency financial measures, has
meant the layoff of 170 persons by the pest control program, with 270

The layoffs mean that the Bureau will only be able to collect 32,000 tons
of garbage, compared to 47,000 last year. Garbage removal; rather than
actual extermination of rats, is the Bureau’'s primary method of pest
control. The Bureau's director, Randy Dupres, noted that the Bursau's
other major program, mosquito control, had been beefed up in-the’new
budget. “That’s a suburban probleiii ‘and  there’s clout thers,”
said.

While politicians sit by the swimming pools and talk about sacrifice—
free from mosguitos— the number of rat bites in the South Bronx, East
Harlem, Bedfc“d-Stuyveémt and Brownsville, and the number of dme@seﬁ

Some rats lnve four legs others have twe." P

?

%3

Dupree
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George Jackson: 'W

. He spent yeéars of his time in jail

August 21 marks the fifth anni-
versary of the death of George Jack-
son. On August 21, 1971, Jackson was
brutally murdered by:prison guards,
the victim of a carefully planned
ruling class plot to assassinate him.

The ruling elass murdered George
Jackson because he was a symbol to,
and leader of, the most oppressed.
Jackson was a courageous and deter-
mined fighter against the injustice
and racism that this society is built
-upon. His entire life breathed an un-
compromising hatred for U.S. capi-
talism.

Very early in his life, Jackson
learned firsthand the viciousness of
this gystem. At 18, he was accused of
stealing 870 from a gas station. He
was promised a short jail term if he
pleaded guilty. He did—and was
given an indeterminate sentence: '‘one
year to life.” F

For George Jackson, as_for thou-

sands of other prisoners who are un-
Wﬁlin'g “t¢ bow and scraps before
prison authorities, “one year to life”

can only mean & prison cell for life—or
death.

While in prison, George Jackson
was punished for his political views.

crat from Ohio)" past master of
this high “‘moral” style. In 1867, Hays
led the investigation into the behavior
of Congressman Adam Clayton Pow-
ell, Black Representative from Har-
lem. Hays accused Powell of putting
women friends on his payroll, teking
them on official trips, and generally
misusing government funds. Powell
was thrown out of the House of
Representatives, in spite of the wishes
of Harlem's voters. Powell correctly
claimed that he was simply doing
what white Congressmen did but was
singled out only because he was
Black. Hays lied self-righteously: “If
Powell were white, he would have been
probed earlier.”

So there he was, Wayne Hays, for
28 years a pillar of the Congressional
Establishment, Chairman of the
House Administration Committee
{which gives Congressmen money for
hiring staff} and Chairman of the
Democratic Congressional Campaign
Crommittes [which gives ther money
for election campaigns}. Then it came
out that he had put a mistress,
Elizabeth Ray, on the payroll as a
$14,000-a-year clerk, although she
she can neither type nor file.
ormation, first brought cut
7, opened & flood of further
=. A forimer Congressman

had kept e supply of women and a

houseboat on the Potomac River,
which he uzed to bribe politicians and

confined to his cell 23"/ hours a day.
But no matter how severe the harass-
ment and isolation, George Jackson

fought back! He became a key leader -

of the growing prison movement.
On January 13, 1970, a white guard
shot and killed three Black prisoners,

one of them a prison leader, for daring-

to defend themselves from white
prisoners. Three days later a white
guard was thrown from the third tier
to his death. The prison authorities
launched a terror campaign, Inmates
were intimidated into becoming ‘‘wit-
nesses” and three victims were select-
ed: John Cluchette, Fleeta Drumgo
and George J ackson~ the Soledad
Brothers.

The prison authorities hoped to
break the prison movement; Clu-
chette, Drumgo and Jackson were
selected and charged for this reason
alone. But the strategy backfired. The
case of the Soledad Brothers won wide
support and built the growing prison
movement. George Jackson became,
for the ruling class, the -most feared
and hated prisoner in the state of
California. It was because Jackson’s
whole life exposed the ruling class’s

‘among their employees
§kes it easy for them either to
hire niistresses oumght or to pressure
their émployees for * sexual favors.”

These scandals are by no means
limited - to the Congress. Last year it
was revealed that John F. Kennedy,
while President, had had numerous
affairs, with Judith Campbell Exner
(friend of top Mafia mobsters), Mari-
lyn Monroe, Jayne Mansfield and
many others. He had a two-woman
‘‘harem” on his staff, code-named
“Fiddle” and “Faddle’” by the Secret
Service. All this time the press publi-
cized Kennedy as a great family man,
who deeply loved his wife and chil-
dren.

Marxists have no moral objections
to extra-marital sex. We are not
champions of the repressive bourgeois
family. But the complete sexual
hypocrisy of the politicians should be
exposed and seen for what it is. Hays,
the persecutor of Powell, twice denied
to the House that Elizabeth Ray was
his mistress. Washington reporters all
knew of Kennedy’s affairs, Mills’
alcoholism, the Congressman with the
houseboat, and so forth. They deliber-
ately suppressed such news for years
in order to maintain the lies of bour-
geols morality. it is precisely through
deceptxons such as these that the
entire ruling class tries to palm its
Congz""smnal henchmen off as “great
leaders’ of the ‘‘free world.”

We also denounce the use of work-
:rs’ Toney to pay for the sex lives of
thess old goata.

oppression am he spoke out-

and organized against that oppression
so forcefully that he was so feared.

As the case.of the Soledad Brothers
gained support, the ruling class de-
cided to change its tactics. Three
government agencies began plotting
ways to assassinate Jackson. Prison
authorities attempted to recruit white
prisoners to kill him. “

On August 21, 1971, George Jack-
son was murdered by prison guards in
a supposed attempt to escape. The
‘“‘escape’” was a blatant frame-up.
Prison authorities charged that Jack-
son was shot while running in the
prison yard. But any long-time inmate
at San Quentin knows that the San
Quentin prison guards have standing
instructions to shoot anyone running
in the yard. George Jackson, too,
knew this. Unless Jackson had been
contemplating suicide—a far-fetched
notion—he couid not have been run-
ning in the yard.

The San Quentin Six (see article on
page ¢ and last month’s Torch) were
framed for “aiding and ebetting”
Jackson. The trial, underway now, has
been nothing but a shabby cover for

At the same time that the Washing-
ton sex scandal hit the papers, New
York City and Kansas City were
cracking down on. prostitution to
‘“‘clean up’’ before the Democratic and
Republican Conventions. These pros-
titutes often come from the most
oppressed layers of society and have
few other means of supporting them-
selves or their families. The two-faced
politicians self-righteously supported
the efforts of these cities to “‘clean up
the streets” by throwing hundreds of
these prostitutes (not their own) in
jail.

It may be embarrassing when reve-
lations about politicians’ sex lves
come out—both for the individuals
and for their parties. But politicians.
have no real moral objéctions to their
colleagues’ carryings on—they pre-
tend to be outraged omly when the
indiscretions become public.

The bourgeoisie’s repressive ‘‘mor-
ality’’ is for the masses of people only.
Restriction of access to birth control
or abortion, repressive anti-homosex-
ual legislation, round-ups of prosti-
tutes, the frame-up of the Livernois

wmwe ?e;mg

the fact that the ruling class murdered
George Jackson because he was an
uncompromising fighter against their
system!

George Jackson was murdered be-
fore he could organize the thousands
more like him who bwrn with an
absolute hatred for the terror and
intimidation that hold up the system
of wage slavery. It is our duty, now, to
organize them. George Jackson’s life
was not in vain. His words ring out
today:

“This  monster — the monster
they’ve engendered in me will return
to torment its maker, from the grave,
the pit, the profoundest pit. Hurl me
into the next existence, the descent
into hell won’t turn me. I'll crawl back
to dog his trail forever. They won’t
defeat my revenge, never, never. I'm
part of a righteous people who anger
slowly but rage undammed. We'll
gather at his door in such a number
that the rumbling of our fest will make
the earth tremble.... I'll never for-
give, I'll never forget, and if I'm
guilty of anything at all it’s of not
leaning on them hsrd enough. War
without terms.”’(]

Five and Gary Tyler—all of these
things are done in the name of “‘moral-
ity,” and all ave used o keep the
working class and poor people down.

But each exposure, every new scan-
dal, demonstrates again the bank-
ruptcy and corruption of the bour
geoisie, and undermines their ability
to attack working and poor people. In
this light we welcome the revelations
of Elizebeth Hay and others. We
welcome the tearing off of the mask of
“morality”’ which covers the agents of
the ruling class.[J

Fund Drive a Success!

The Revolutionary Socialist
League’s spring fund drive, with
a goal of $8,000, has ended.
$10,457 was raised, 130 percent
of the quota.

The drive relieves a budget
deficit anticipated for the first
half of 1976. The Torch thanks
the members and friends of the
League whose generous contri-
butions made this possible.
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Union Tops Stage Sellout

Steelworker Discusses
Fi lght Agamst Raczsis

Dear Torch,
The racial attacks going on in

C]ncago which you-have been report-
" ing in your paper have been directly

affecting steelworkers. Black steel-
workers have been beaten up in the
East Side neighborhood of Chicago on
their way to and from work at
Republic Steel. The Revolutionary
Steelworkers Caucus (RSC) has been
active in locals in-District 31 of the
United Steelworkers of America trying
to mobilize- an. organized defense
against the Nazis and the racists.
For many months the RSC has been
trying to raise motions to build Black
defense guards and more recently to
support the marches taking place
against racism ih Marquette Park. At.
the June 19th meeting of Local 65
USWA, a motion was put on the floor

~by-a. member of the Rank-and-File

Umty Caucus ( supported by the CP).
The motion called for giving money to
a fund for Robert Ellington who was
attacked and badly hurt by the Nazis.
It also called for the state to close
down the Nazi Headquarters and to
protect Blacks from racist assaults.

A member of the Revolutionary
Steelworkers Caucus put:forward an

police action and instead 1
local to lead the flght to bui

to the original motl
able to provoke a,

racist assaults. The RSC felt i
important to make it ¢lea
state could not be relied on to prowde
eny shelter from the Nazis or to
defend against mfrmgements on the
democratic rights of Blacks. The
question of workers’ defense guards
and the role of the capitalist state and
police became a major focus of the
discussion. The local is better off for
having had this discussion.

Since the “time of the Local 65
meeting, the Spartacist League (SL)
and its newspaper Workers Vanguard
have attacked the actions of the RSC.
Why? Because, the SL says, ‘“Labor-
Black defense should not be presented
as an amendment to a motion calling
upon the capitalist state to suppress
the racists!” The SL is trying to say
that our work in the mills is giving in
to those forces who call on the police!

There is one thing clear about the
approach of the SL: Where they can’t
find anything worthwhile to pick on,
they grab anything, eveh an obscure
point of parliamentary procedure. The
amendment allowed the RSC to put
forward and discuss its ideas. This
helped to explain what was wrong
with relying on the state and what has
to be done to defeat racist scum like
the Nazis and the KKK. But, the SL
really doesn't care if the working class
is educated. Allit really cares about is
making debater’s points—about par-
liamentary procedure or any other
ailly point it can think of.

The proof that the SL has no real
interest in examining the class strug-

" gleis the fact that despite theseridicu-

lous attacks in Workers Vanguard,
the one SL supporter at the meeting
voted for the RSC’s amendment!!!
Apparently, he understoed that this

was a correct way to get revolutionary

politics known and discussed. But
Workers Vanguard would rather hear
itself talk than think about how to
reach the working class.

It is revolutionary action not parlia-
mentary nit-picking that will make
the socialist revolution.

Yours in struggle, -

A member of the Revolutionary Steel-
workers Caucus, Local 65, USWA

The Torch replies:

The reader is right. In a Tecent
issue, Workers Vanguard comments
on the July 17 Chicago anti-Nazi

march: “Only. .. labor-black defense
guards. . . can adequately protect the
black masses.... The attempted

substitution of a handful of blacks and
leftists. . [is self-defeating.”

The SL’s. real point is: without -
;"hbo bldé' defense,

no march
ave been held. Only after
uards. arefomed—says the
there be a march

a GEam‘Westinghom |

‘Dear Torch,
1 was glad to see the letter from the

UAW brother at Cincinnati GE con- "
cerning the recent contract settlement -

there. The settlement in Cincinnati
was just one phase in a massive
coordinated sellout throughout Gen-
eral Electric and Westinghouse.
This year, the leadership of a
number of unions, principally the
IBEW, UE and IUE, representing GE
and Westinghouse workers across the
country, set up a “Combined Bar-
gaining Committee’’ (CBC), to handle
negotiations with the two companies.
Union members were assured that if a

strike was necessary all unions would -

go out together against both com-
panies. An excellent set of bargaining

" demands was put forward, including:

32 hours work for 40 hours pay; a
SUB pay program in the event of
layoffs; extra sick and vacation time;
a complete dental insurance program;
a cost of living escalator with no loop-
holes or ceilings; a catch-up on what
had been lost to inflation under the
previous contract; a substantial pay
increase.

The first indication that the Inter-
national leadership wasn’t too serious
about these demands was the an-
nouncement that they had made a

deal with the.companies not to tell us -

what kind of wage proposal they were

making. In.other words, the rank and
file was not.allowed to know how
much mondy our ‘“representatives’
were demanding for us. The IBEW
International let it be known that they
‘“‘didn’t expect to win” 32 for 40.
The GE contract expired two weeks
before Westinghouse's, and the IBEW
International was able to get ratifica-
tion of a contract which didn’t include

-a single one of the ongmal proposals.

For 1’s Speedup Plans

Resisted by Ranks

Dear Torch,

Ford workers at the Torrence
Avenue -Chicago Assembly Plant re-
turned from lay-off in early August to *
begin the model launch of the 1977
Thunderbird. We are expecting
management to begin another spéed-
up and harassment campaign si
to one the bosses already tried earlier
this year. At that time (last March
and April), about 600. workers were
recalled from long, “‘indefinite” lay-
offs. The “official” line speed was
raised from 40 cars an hour to 50 cars.
Foremen in every department tried to
overload the jobs.

The assemblers, members of United
Auto Workers Local 551, fought back.
Some workers simply refused to run to
keep up with impossible jobs. The
unfinished work kept repairmen busy!
At least 200 grievances were filed
under the so-called ‘‘Kansas City
Agreement.”” (This procedure is a
weak, delayed-action first-step griev-
ance.}

Since the model build-out date for
the 1976 Gran Torino Elite was fast
approaching (July 23), the bosses did

not want to time-study every opera-
tion under protest by the workers. A
-couple hundred.-time-studies -would-
have cost Ford more than they were
worth: they knew that new production
standards would have to be set for the
1977 models, anyway.

‘We were able to win a stand-off.
Workloads were reduced in 8 number
of cases. Other workers were given
additional time to learn unfamiliar
operations. Ford has been forced to
hire additional workers in almost
every week since late April. (The
Company had told the union that
there would be no additional hiring
after April 19.)

At the same time, the bosses are
taking a worker off an overloaded job
and then assigning another worker or
a new hire to the same unpossn.ble
operation.

Neither side won this round. But
one thing is clear=We must be ready
and better organized for the fight
against speedup on the 1977's.

A Ford Wozker,
Chicago

The package included: -

_A 49 cent increase; a cost. of living
escalator with more loopholes than the
last one (with no catch-up on the cost
of living); no new dental program; ne
additional vacation or sick days (with
stricter company rules concerning
existing gick days); mo shorter wou-k
week{ no SUB pay.

The International was able to push
through this farce at GE only because
GE workers had gone through a long
strike in 1970 during which the leader-
ship had refused to put any serious
d ds on the company and brought
the: workers back for peanuts.

The recommendation of ratification
at GE was itself a betrayal of all
electrical workers involved, since we
had been assured that all unions in
both companies would act jointly. At
one stroke, the union’s power was cut
in half.

The betrayal at Westinghouse was
more complicated. There had not been
a national strike against Westing-
house since 1946. Thousands of work-
ers had suffered through one bad
contract after another, without ever
having tested their strength against
the company. The International
couldn’t force GE's contract down our
throats quite so easily.

The IBEW International came up
with an ingenious plan for defusing
the militancy of the rank and file
without hurting their friends in the
executive offices of Westinghouse:
Westinghouse had agreed to essen-
tially the same contract as GE. The
International lied to the locals, in-
forming us that Westinghouse was
offering 11 cents less than GE in its
wage package. They urged a strike,
and workers across the country hit the
bricks. In the meantime the UE and
IUE internationals had gone over the
heads of their membership to extend
their contracts day by day. Over 2,000
UE and IUE members walked out in

' protest.

Meanwhile; Westinghouse locals
across the country discovered one by
one that they were striking to win
what the company had almady offered
becduse the Internatjoril was mitking
no serious demands ¢t a time
they. voted to return to work rather
thdn-stay on the stréets for nothing.—
Within a week the entire affair was'
over. As one St. Louis Westinghouse
worker said: “It was a circus; complete
with clowns.” Thousands of workers
had been brought out for-a week with
no chance of winning anything because
the International was demanding
nothing of the company. -

The fight is not over. Westinghouse

- workers across the country have

learned an important lesson about the
traitors who run the International.
IBEW local members here in St. Louis
passed a resolution demanding that
the International send-a representa-
tive to explain its actions and to send
a letter to every local in the .country
suggesting that they do the?same.
This kind of activity can be the first
step in organizing a rank and file .
caucus which will fight to ensure that
our next contract is negotiated and
fought for by the rank and ﬁle—tba
life blood of the union.

An IBEW Brother,

St. Louis
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August 10 marks the fiftieth day that the small garrison of Pelestinian
militia has held the camp of Tel Zaatar agamst hopeless odds. They have
repeatedly stood np inst the most i artillery bombardments of
the ‘Lebanese cxvil “war. Countless numbers of rightist Christian infantry

ttacks have broken against the camp’s defenses. Any number of times
the Christian ders have d the capture of the camp, only
to admit another _bloody repulse the day after.

 The cm_p s defenders have received no foed, medical supplies or
ammunition since the siege began. Worse still has been the shortage of
water. Babies were dying froin dehydration even before the rﬂghtxst troops
shut off the water supply compietely on July 26.

Camille-Chamoun, leader of the National Liberal Party, hopes to force
Tel Zgatar to surrender by ruthlessly victimizing the tens of thousands of
civilians in the camp. The rightist artillery destroyed an underground
shelter kiliing 500 women and children and trapping another 400 in the
rubble. Then they blocked rescue efforts with more artillery fire.

Until August 3, Chamoun refused to allow International Red Cross
convoys into the camp to evacuate the badly wounded and the sick. Under
pressure he reversed his position. Even this “humanitarian act” is a fraud,
as Chamoun’s guns have laid down barrages on the small number of Red
Cross trucks that entered the camp.

The Palestinian fighters are

tely surrounded in their under-

1 Heroic Defense of Tel Zz

As long as it re in Palestinian hands, the Tel Zaatar position
threatens rightist communications between ecastern Beirut and the
‘rightist strongholds alomg the . northeast coast of Lebanon. Yet the
military importance of Tel Zaatar is not the chief reason for the rightists’
vow-to destroy it. It is not the reason that Arab rulers throughout the
Mideast pray-nigl for its surrender. It is not why the late model
American artillery and M-16 rifles, which the-Israclis have obtained from.
the United States to give to the rightists, have been earmarked for use at
Tel Zaatar.

" From- Washington, D.C., to Tel Avw a.nd Damascns, all the world’s
polmcxms, generals and xmlhonaures want to see a massacre at Tel- Zaatar

it has b the symbol of the resistance of the Palestinian
le. The Palestini le and -the “Palestinian question’ are the
obstacles to an unperxahst settlement in the Middle East. The grim and
heroic resistance by the defenders of Tel Zaater is showing the world that -
the Palestinian people prefer to die tham allow the imperialisis te
“liquidate the Palestinian question.”

Each day that Tel Zaatar holds out is another day that testifies to i:he
determination of the Palestinian people to regain their homeland. Another
day that shows the imperialists that they are doomed because the
eppressed masses will never give up their fight. Another day that shows
the workers and oppressed peoples of the world what kind of courage and
fighting ability they possess once they realize they do not need their
exploiters and decide to cast them off.

Still they fight on.

ground bunkers and have little hop; of relief.

Tel Zaater may fall. What it stands for will not. :

o

(Continued from page 2)
Palestinians and their ancestors—not
only 'do not count for anything, but

The Zionists are fohd of agsex’cmg

ﬁhﬁt—?&lesﬁmewasneﬁf*m‘ bm desert

Sieel gates erected by Israeli eccupiers in
did net live in villages—has been
expelled. Some were expelled as late
as 1953-54, after a massacre of the
wornen and children carried cut by the
notorious Unit 101 of the Israeli army.
Main cities (Jaffa, Lydda, Ramleh)
have been changed into Jewish cities
by the forcible expropriation of their
trab inhabitants. In city or ﬂJage,
the pattern of destruction was
ingly thoréugh. According to d repc
written by the C‘na"m&n Of
nal Le»gue o3
ights: “"An Arab vﬂlage would
Med Then every house, every
g wall eviry cemetary and its
tombatones would be razed, literally
to the ground. The purpose was to

West Bank ‘city of Nablus.

Struggle . . .

make the Arab presence disappear.”
(Shahak Report.)
In 1948 during the flgh‘“ to create

rrorism to drive the Palestin-
“hey-leveled entire villages,
killed, raped, looted and burned. By
ods they rid Palestine of
reent of its people. They

racist nature.

the world can come to Israel and en)oy
full citizenship rights and can receive
state help to resettle. Meanwhile, the
original owners of the land aré‘forcibly
kept out of the country.

The land question lies at the very
heart of the systematic way in which
the Arab Palestinians are oppressed.
Under Israeli law it is forbidden for a
Jew to sell or rent land to an Arab, but’

“Jews are free to buy or rent from the
Arabs. Moreover, the government has
a policy of ““Judaization’ of the areas
that are still inhabited by Arabs. It is
the official policy of the state to break
up Palestinian communitiez, and to
leave no area anywhere with a major-
ity Arab population.

It was the effort to Judaize the last
Palestinian sector of Israel proper—
the Galilee— that touched off the most
bitter rebellions of the last few
months. The Israeli government is
planning to weaken the relative
strength of the Palestinians by adding
another 300,000 Israelis to the area.

Since the war of 1967 the Israelis
have been applying their world-
renowned but completely fictitious
“democracy”” and ‘‘humanitarianism’
to the territories they stole in that
conflict—the Syrian Golan Heights

and the Palestinian West Bank and -

Gaza Strip. 19,000 Arab homes have
been leveled. This method was used
effectively to subdue the Gaza Strip,
which had been the scepe of deter-
mined resistance from 1967 to 1972.
Sixty-two new Israeli settlements have
been set up in the three occupied
territories in the last nine years—
over 40 in the West Bank alone. Arab
Jerusalem was incorporated outright
into Israel. These facts prove beyond
doubt that the Zionist monster is
inherently expansionist. It will never
stop gobbling up Arab lands until it is
crushed.

It is virtually impossible, in a brief
presentation of the facts, to give the
full picture of the criminal nature of
the Zjonist state. The Palestinians are
systematically terrorized, exploited
and discriminated against. They can
be detained for years on mere “sus-
picion,” without charges and without
trial. During detention they are sub-
jected to the most brutal tortures—
to-the -point that-many:--die--or are
maimed for life. They are denied
access to education and are discrimi-
nated against in all walks of life.

Arab families earn barely half what
Jewish families earn. Workers from
Gaza and the West Bank who com-

" * mute to Israel to work are transported

in a manner reminiscent of South Af-
rica. According to the Shahak Report:
“These workers are transported to
their factory under the surveillance of
armed guards. They cannot leave. ..
during the day, and if sometimes they
stay for a week, they have to sleep in
tents in the open.” Gaza itself “‘has
the appearance of a concentration
camp surrotznded by barbed wire. .. .”

In spite of these appalling crimes,
the Zionist state has been able to
project a democratic and humani-
tarian image. This is most true in the
West, where the Zionists bave the
backing of the imperialist media. The
rebellions i the West Bank and the
Galilee are a great. blow to this
completely false image.[]

Lebanon . ..

(Continued from page 2)

to victory requires a relentless political
struggle with the Syrian soldiers, and
an appeal to the class solidarity
between the Syrian troops and their
Lebanese-Palestinian brothers. This
revolutionary policy could destroy the
effectiveness of the Syrian army.

The traitorous pro-capitalist leadez-
ships of the Lebanese-Palestinian left
will never implement such a revolu-
tionary policy. They fear unleashing
the revolutionary energies of the
Lebanese, Palestinian and Syrian
workers and peasants more than they
fear the Syrian regime. They are
willing to sacrifice victory if victory
means the upsetting of the capitalist
applecart in the Middle East.

While the heroism of the left, as
exemplified by the defenders of Tel
Zaatar, and the class instincts of the
Syrian masses may yet combine to
preduce a collapse of the Syrian
regime, the prospects for such an
outcome seem dim. At present, it
appears likely that the heroic Leban-
ese and Palestinian masses may suffer
a bloodbath at the hands of the
Lebanese fascists without parallel in
the annals of Middle East history.[J

(Continued from page $)
begin paying part of the cost. They
are aware that this is too big a con-
cession to ask for all at once, so
v'nstead they are demanding certain

*reforms”’ which will set the stage for
the next contract round.

In the face of increasingly oppres-
sive working conditions and growing
job insecurity, the UAW tops had to
choose between a serious fight for real
solutions, or a token struggle over
issues affecting a small portion of the
workforce. To win more jobs, an end
to speedup and Vimprovemsuts in
working conditions, the UAW would -
have to fight for a shomr work-week
with no loss in pay, union contm; over
line speed and union health and safety
committees with real powers. These
demands cannot be won easily; they
can be won only through a determined
and militant st.ruggle against the
bosses. This could well get out of the
bureaucrats’ control. To no one’s sur-

(Continued on next page)
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(Continued from pre
prise, Solidarity ‘House chose not to
make this fight.

Skilled tradesmen ‘and high senior
ity workers are a natural ¢Hoice for the -
UAW bureaucracy to eater to. These
are the workers who came to the union -
meetings regularly, vote on the con-
tract “and keep the bureaucrats in
power. Their relative pnvﬂeg'es give
them the greatest stake.in maintain-
ing things as they are now. And the
union is set up in-such a way as to

increase the power of those in this -

position.

Thereis an addmonal reason for the -
UAW bureaucracy to choose to make
a strong orientation to skilled workers
at this time. Tradesmen are the most -
organized section of the union at
present. Along with retirees, they
have been particularly active recently.

The Independent Skilled Trades

Council (ISTC) is a ' left-sounding -

pressure group for the skilled trades,
which has connections throughout the

- union. They pxcketed the UAW bar-

gaining convention in March, and’
recently - held a demonstration of
several hundred at Solidarity House.
The tone and thrust of these demon-
strations are for special privileges for
skilled workers, such as restoring the
wage differential between production
and skilled. A group of Chrysler skilled

tradesmen has been actively pushing -

to form a separate local for skilled
workers, severing all local ties with
the production workers in their shops.

Retirees have also been actively
organizing. Three to four hundred

high seniority and retired workers

picketed the opening of contract talks
with General Motors, demanding cost
of living on pensions.

Orienting toward these sections of
the workforce is not new in the UAW.
1t has recently, however, become more

direct. The UAW leaderslnp nceded"

skilled tradesmen, roughly
of the union. This specml pnvﬂe

use as a club against
worker discontent. Pitti
and }ngh semonty work

against women and plays ‘off -older
against younger. This is the bureauc-
racy’'s strategy for preventing op-
position to a sellout contract from
developing.

The fight for the common needs of
all auto workers— jobs, full SUB from
the date of hire, union control of
working conditions—is more than a

good idea. It is the only alternative to
the Woodcock strategy of buying off a
section of the workforce and giving
the shaft to the rest. J

(Continued from page 5)

groups of interns and nurses were
preparing to join the strike. The city
could not have held out for long.

Gotbaum caved in after four days.
He didn’t want a strike in the first
place.

Victor Gotbaum belongs to the
ranks of the ‘‘responsible labor lead-
ers” who have long since opted for
prestige and favors from the ruling
class over fighting for the workers’
needs. But the strike by hospital
workers of District 1199 two weeks
earlier brought rank and file militancy
in DC 37 to a point Gotbaum could no

ding page)

longer contml. Thus Gotbaum was -
forcedtodepmfromhxspastpohcy
ht-out betrayal in the name ‘of
sacrifice for the public good.”. The
niilitancy of DC-37 workers forced him

-to"call’ the strike. But behind the

scenes he was workmg to engmeer a
new sellout.

Gotbaum’s deal was sold to the
ranks ‘amid mountains of doubletalk
+. by the city. When New -York. State
announced its latest cuts in Medicaid
. payments to the hospitals last week,
3,000 more immediate layoffs were
projected. But this projection was
_ quickly downplayed because manage-
ment knew it would prolong the
" strike. The city “found” $10 million to
give' the hospitals, and they all
~ pretended the crisis was over.

But no sooner was the strike settled
than management revived the issue of
the Medicaid cuts. On August 10, city
officials announced that a $21 million
deficit still exists which “might”
mean more layoffs—perhaps before

the end of the year. This was a clear _
““fact” that the hospitals have no

statement that the city has no
intention of keeping its promise to the
‘workers. It will resume layoffs as soon
as it thinks it can get away with them.

The threat of more layoffs is also a
club to use against those workers still
employed. “You must give up more
benefits and accept further erosions of
working conditions,” management
- tells the workers “or there will be
more layoffs.” -

DC 37 cannot let the city’s broken
promises ‘stand. A new strike is

- needed right now, while the workers

still have the offensive. The strike
must - close hosgpitals until hospltal

“management, the bankers and the

~politicians “find” the money to pro-

+ videjobs and decent health care—and

they must “find” that money. some-
where other than in workmg people’s

by DC 37 could
) cnty umons and

‘,umon is worth anythmg at all.

hus - the settlement itself is a step
toward breaking the union.

Secondly, and mest important, a-
_.serious fight, based on a full scale

mobilization of the ranks, could have
won a far better settlement than the
one negotiated by Davis. There is no
doubt that such a fight was possible.
The 1199 rank and file was angry and

...ready to_fight. And this is a member- .

ship which knows how to fight. (See
striker's eyewitness account begin-
ning on page 5.)

Management claims of being
“broke”’ never stoppéed 1199 in the
past. Its members have always seen
through this ruse. When 1199 organ-
ized the hospitals in the late 1950s and
‘early 1960s, the hospitals claimed that
they had no money. “We'd like to
raise wages and improve conditions,”
they whined time and again, ‘“‘but we
can’t because we're broke.” But the
union fought and exposed the hypoc-
risy of the hospitals’ claims.

The ruling class tried to use the
“charitable’” nature of the voluntary
hospitals as an excuse for poverty
wages and rotten working conditions.
But this excuse simply meant that the
ruling class wished to force the
poorest sectors of seciety~to pay for
the ‘“‘charity.

“Let the nch pay, ” 1199 used to say
—in its better days. The union’s rank
and file was prepared for real class

bhe ‘communi- .*

‘battle - and was not about to be

bamboozled by management. But
_ things have changed. -

Today, it is not management but

the 1199 leaders themselves who use - -
argued that the scabs should be kept

the “no money”’ shuck to try to keep
the workers from fighting for their
needs. Thus, the 1199 leadership
‘bureaucratically overturned the deci-
sions of the ranks to build an effective
strike. The ranks voted to stop scabs;
the bureaucracy enforced a “let the
scabs in’’ policy. The
build a real strike orgamzatxon, the
bureaucracy sabotaged it. Workers
who so much as suggested a militant
policy were harassed, threatened and
red-baited. And this came from a
union leadership that had to fight red-
baiting when it was one of the only
unions willing to organize hospital
workers. |

Why did the 1199 leadership, which
has shown in the past _that it knows
how to organize militant strikes, do
these things?

The Davis leadership accepts the

money. Since they accept capitalism,
Davis and Co. have no desire to
challenge this “fact.” There is money
—but'it is the money of big business,
the banks and the rich in general. The
Davis leadership has no interest in
waging the kind of strike necessary to
fight the ruling class for this money.
This isn t: what the rulmg class
expects of “responsible’ union leaders.

The problems facing the wunion
leadership thus were how to convince
the workers to accept a rotten settle-
ment and how to get at least the hint
of a promise from the federal govern-
ment to kick in a little money to help
the hospitals out. Davis solved these
questions by staging a charade to fool
the workers into accepting cuts in
“their conditions, and to convince the
federal government that it should bail
the hospitals out if these cuts are
insufficient. )

Davis was successful in this maneu-
ver. But the strike was not a complete
defeat, even with Davis’s betrayal. In
spite of Davis’s intentions, the 1199
strike triggered a second hospital
strike by DC 37. This shows that New
York City workers are becoming
increasingly angry and militant in the
face of the ruling class offensive.
Gotbaum, Davis, Shanker, DeLury,
Guinan and the rest. will find it harder
and harder to continue holding this
anger back.[]
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(Continued from page 5)

That’s why the leadership red-baited
so viciously—they were afraid things
might blow up.

_The Davis leadership didn’t stop at
words. At the Monday, July 11, mass
demonstration in front of the Demo-
cratic Convention, 1199 members who

Supg

out:and because he demanded that the
ranks have the right to vote on how to
conduct ‘the strike.

Whenever supporters of the Revoln—
‘tionary Hospital Workers Committee
‘appeared with leaflets, Davis's lackeys
got on the mxcrophones and bullhorns
to warn strikers not to accept- the
leaflets. They continually threatened
to'beat, up the leafletters. At one point,

‘they even asked the cops to run leaf-

letters off the picket lines.

During ‘the second week of the
strike, militant actions became more
frequent despite the treachery of the
Davis leadership. If the strike had -
lasted longer, the leaders of these
actions could have built a rank and file
organization to challenge the official
leadership. - This was the point - at
which the Davis leadership rammed
through a back-to-work vote.

The vote was taken on a >aturday
morning—a time that minimized turn-
out. Most members didn’t even know
it -'was taking place—or what they
were being ‘asked to vote on. Most
thought they were voting to go back
to work with a new contract. They
_did not understand that binding arbi-
tration was not the same as a new
contract. Anyone who tried to explain
the difference was shouted down by
loyal lieutenants of the Davis leader-
ship.

Desplte all this, 15 to 20 percent of
the members voted to stay out until
.they had a new contract. Davis claims
that only 5 percent voted to stay out.
iThis is a lie. Davis also claims that
23,000 members voted. In fact, the
true figure is much less than that.

Back at work, the feeling against
the Davis leadership is running high.
Everyone, except hard-core Davis fol-
lowers, feels that the leadership sold
us out. Many feel we never should
have come back without a new con-
tract. Many others are demoralized
and feel that for what we're likely to
get, we never should have gone out in
the first place.

The arbitration settlement is not
yet in. We must organize against the
sellout by fighting to go out.on strike
again. We must demand a contract
that really defends us against the
bosses’ attacks.

We need a no-layoffs clause and full
cost of living. There must be mo
productivity deal. If we act now there
is still time to build a strike move-
ment. Militants must convince others
that it was not the League of Volun-
tary Hospitals or the city that defeat-
‘ed us—it was, the Davis Jeadership!

.The Revoluhonary H Work-
ers Committés must-be made stronger
so that we can take the leadership out
of the hands of Davis and his type and
make 1199 a union that truly fights
for our needs.[]
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