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South African Racis ts Dig In

By WILLIAM FALK

The rulers of South Africa
are trying to re-establish a
hard line against any reforms
of the racist apartheld sys-
tem. Now, more than ever,
they are rejecting the idea
that liberal reforms and deals
can be used to maintain
white capitalist rule in South
the past two
months they have:

«Elected a hard-liner as
the new prime minister.

sRenounced a previous
agreed-on  United

“Southern Strategy”l

By SAMMIE YATES

On Septémber 11, General

Motors Corporation an-

nounced it will now give first

preference in hiring at its 13
new plants to workers repre-
sented by the United Auto
Workers: (UAW)  union at

other plants. At the same.

time, GM stated it has “no

objection to the UAW be-

coming the bargaining agent
in these plants.”

GM built its new plants
mainly in the South aad
Southwest because the un-
ion movement is tradition-
ally weakest there. GM re-
fused to ' hire workers at
-these plants with any UAW.
or other union backgrounds:
Union organizers were ha-

rassed and fired. in sum, GM.
did everything it could to-
prevent unionizing its new

plants.
The UAW called this plan
the “Southern Strategy.” If
the Southern Strategy had
~been successful, GM would
not only have kept the UAW

last two years, however, he
implemented'some cosmetic
changes of racist regula-
tions. He also worked with
the U.S, to set up:Black pro-
capitallst governments in Zi-
mbabwe and Namilbia.
Vorster was considered a

moderate In’the ruling Na-

tionalist Party. The person

~—who replaces him—Defense

Minister Plet W. Botha—is
sald to be a good deal to the

right of Vorster. For exam-

ple‘ Botha uocesngully ar-

out of the South It wou!d

have used this non-union

base to try to Weaken and
eventually destroy. the UAW

_ completely.
 Just like every other cor-
poration under. the capitalist

system, GM tries any way it

can to weaken the workers’ |

organization and conscious-
ness. This way, it can
squeeze more profits out of
them. Sometimes it uses the
soft-sell and brainwashing,
like its multi-million-doliar
“quality of work life” pro-
gram at GMAD-Tarrytown,

New York. Otheér times, it

uses naked union-busting
efforts like the @ Southern
Strategy. Either way, GM's
goal is the same—more pro-
fits through more control of
the workers.

But for the moment, GM
has lost a round in this fight.
GM backed down at this time
because of the upcoming
contract expiration next Sep-

' tember. The Southern Strat-
(Continued on page 10)

Africa has occupied and con-
trolled for 60-years. in July,
the main armed liberation
force, South West African

Peoples Organization

(SWAPO), also agreed to the
plan. This fall, UN Geperal
Secretary. Waldhelm recom-
mended some changes to

‘the plan, such as increasing

the number of UN trobps to

_supervise the eventual elec-

tiens. This gave South Africa

less of a free hand to fix the
elactions.

On September 20, at the

_ same time he announced his
_ resignation, Vorster an- .
~ nolinced that South Africa
_was now going torignore the

UN plan and hold elections
n Namibia in November.
nly the pro-South Africa

nhalle Alliance and the

CHICAGO October 7—

“your mothers should have

Had abortions,” sHouted a

_ Cathollg prisst at the demon-

strators who chanted down

. his anti-abortion rally today.
- “We've spent thousands of
dollars on this,” pleaded a.

“Eriends of Life” leader.
“Please go away, we've been
planning for months.” -
“So have we,” came the
reply of Margaret Miiler,
“and we’'re staying here.”

- Miller was speaking for the

October 7 Free Abortion
Coalition, which was ini-
tiated by the Revolutionary
Socialist League and spon-
sored the successful action
in support of women's right
to abortion.

Continued on'page 9) .
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The ‘right-to-life” rally
was endorsed by Chicago
Mayor Michael Bilandic and
held at the Daley Civic
Center Plaza. It was the final
activity of lllinois' “Respect

. Life Week,” which had been

endorsed by the state legis-
lature. At the beginning of
the week, “right to liters”
invaded two Chicago abor-
tion clinics. On September
30, anti-abortion forces
broke into the waiting rooms
of the Midwest Population
Center and the Park Medical
Center, chanting and pray-
ing. Right to lifers were suc-

cessfully turned away from a

third clinic the same day.

These actions are typical. .

“Right to life” and *respect

SWAPO supporters demonstrate In Namibia.

vi’tants Wreck Chicago
Antl-Abortlon Rally

lite” are words the right wing
uses to- cover their attacks
on women’s right to have
abortions. as well as their
sexist campaign ‘to keep
women “in their place” as
housewives and mothers “In
recent years, these right-
wingers have invaded. fire-
bombed and ransacked abor-
tion clinics around the coun-
try. And they have beaten up
and threatened the women at
the clinics. Meanwhile, re-
strictive laws, aimed at poor,
working-class and younger
women have been passed in
many areas.

For too long these attacks
-have gone on unopposed.
The October 7 action was:
important because support-
ers of women'’s rights were
able to unite, and deny the
anti-abortion forces another -
easy victery. A small coun-
ter-demonstration of 50 peo-
ple was able to prevent the
right wing from gaining con-
fidence and “educating” peo-
ple with their filth. The right-
wingers were hoping to draw
supporters from shoppers
and passers-by, but the
counter-demonstration  re-
duced theie rally to 400 hard-
core supporters. :

To begin the counter-dem-
onstration, supporters of the
October 7 Free Abortion Go-
alition and other militants
lined up in front of the
speakers’ platform chanting:
sFree Abortion On Demand.”
The “right to lifers” attacked

. (Continued on page 17} ~
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Blue lsland lllinois, a Chi-

- 'cago_suburb, on October 1.
. Over 300 police turned outito’
. protect the small tally.. The

fascists rode to the scene in
a U-Haul truck and rallied on
a platform behind a fence
and a double row of cops.

Facing the cops were

“about 70 anti-Nazi demon-

strators, about 40 Jed by the
Progressive Labor Party
(PLP) and Committee
Against Racism (CAR), and
30 by the Revolutionary So-
cialist League and the Black
and White Defense Commit-
tee (BWDC). The demonstra-
tors tried to drown out Col-
lin's brief speech with chants
of “Death to the Nazis—
Power to the Working
Ciass.” Eggs splattered the
shields carried by Coliin’s
foticwers. Some hit the Na-
zis themselves. At the rally’s
end police atrested one anti-
Nazi demonstrator.  They
tried to grab another, but the

&nti-Nazi demotistrators:
in the past,
bers have :agitated. -
crowd ~at “Collin’s ralligs,
trying to whip up racist and
anti-communist: sentiment
against the anti-Nazi demoh-
strators. But at Blue island

«they just looked on and kept
their mouths shut.

The Blue Island raily was
the last in a series of sub-
urban rallies announced by
Collin after his successtui
rally in Marquette Park on
July @. Alf have taken place
behind massive police pro-
tection Anti-Nazi demon-
strators have made it hard
for the Nazis to be heard,
and impossgible for them to
move freefy. But holding
their demonstrations at ait is

‘NSWPP .mem-"

gent, to escape arrest.

Detroit,
Michigan

e as -a.'base to
recruit subporters and ha-
rassanti-Nazi people from

ke Mayor Koch
“they conducted = voter

1s a step in this direction But theso
same leaders believe therr de
can be won simply by putting
mild political pressure on politicia
Durning the march
fegistration
drive. And in the Amsterdam News.
they stated that they think voting is the
only way to put an end 1 racist cops
and unemployment
The BUF's strateqy
never buifd the ki
need to wn aur d
militant-sourd;
Daughtry anc
tru afm Lo pre t
afew more crumbs
few more posecy
never stor urn
of poverty un!
causes them And we know
workers and oppressed p
Grnanize the =4t v fight « 2
jotis, the bos andd rplers of socie,

politicians-— their
slop us They't slap court i
on our strikes. set cops on our o
strations. Jaul our malitants and &y
sinate our best leaders

These are the lessons of the strug
gles of the '60s. Tnese are the trings
that Malcolm X taught us. We must no?
make the same mistakes again The
bosses, politicians and ther whole
system are the cause of unemploy-
ment, racistn and poverty We need to
organize a movement that 1s prepared
to overthrow the very people and
economic system that Daughtry wants

us to vote for

the community.

The Nazis did not leave
their bookstore voluntarily
They were driven out by dem-
onstrations and other ac-
tions organized by anti-Nazi
forces. Throughout Septem-
ber, Nazis were verbally and
physically harassed when
they appeared on the streets.
On September 23, commun-
ity people and supporters of
the Red Tide fa youth organi-
zation affiliated with the In-
ternational  Soci alists} and

the Revolutionary Socialist -

League painted over the
racist slogans on the front of
the Nazis' boukstore

This and similar actions
point the way
Peacefu! protest
the Nazis Tney must Be
poiiticatly isolated and phys-
cally smashed The &
actioris show that
cr;r"fnmeu te do
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LETTER FROM A GARY STEELWORKER: o

Pontiac

“WORKERSAND | =

during
state is
at leas
- murder
Dear Brothers and Sisters, : , * R trial fol
The”Pontiac Brothers de- . ! Y Since
serve our support in every - 2 . prison
way. ‘Prisoners are from the o i ; deadloc
working class. We can re- ; : at fore
late. Most priscners are in A L reachec
jatl-for stealmg Poor people 4 Septem
do 5teal. There are just not 5 . F . ; : 5 The
N ygh ]obs to go around. o urges
058 workers who do work - : 3 > suppor
forced to work under { . : : & \ ers! Fo
their d
Pontiac
tion, P(
IL 6060
Beloy
excerpt
the Por
nizatior
ber 17 s

Warm
Greetin

First
thank e
you pec
a iong
strate 1
port for
thus pri
Seco!
cus of ¢
the dur
want to
ers tha
thousar
men the
ilirois
ment ar

d we make the workweek creating jobs for

rich, Workers all. But jobs for all can only
be won through the workmc
class taking power Workers
and prisoners must unite
and overthrow capitalisi

dgle for jobs. rule.
are denied Ibelieve the RSL can play that is -

a leading role in buitding any one
working-class support for gérﬁe
the Pontiac Brothers. Buiic- vilie. D

ing working-class suppon the Fad

means that when the indict-

ments come dawn. ang this ver

names are named against sx are bein

or 12 of the Pontiac Brothers dreaded

for murder. that we pass ou! “Qoxear

a’ leaflet condemning tre any kin

State of lllincis and e and on

whole prison system We always

wand to educate our co-work-

ers about the prison sysiem

and why the rebeilion was

just.

Marion,

We know only poor pevw

go to prison. The rich- stea
.they steal miilions. The
few who get caught go t¢
minimum security country
clubs, with pools and ten
courts. The capitalists stea
in other. ways and it's legal
They expiloit our labor every
day makmg profits: Poor
people go to jail. Prisons-ase
‘used to oppress poor peopie
anid-make-examples of them
to others. Prisons are used
by he capitalists so they
their power over the

P ) - % 5
agroup of Black marcﬁ s Fa i s e - They want to se*“ he
!reets outsrde the court hou g . : A ) . ! L _poor brothers to the efec
[ 5 g ) Chait because ih

set-upfor some kind
The Prisoners Lega

om:cide ‘or d’e‘ﬂndmg herseif from her hust
F&F more information on the benefit. call \312\
727-§81 1 .

—PB & NM



basic needs of people. A
society where people who
deny decent housing. educa-
hongnd jobs because of sex
and race go to prison instead
/of raggedy Black¥men who
have to stick up to buy miik

and baby food
We want you people to
begin to question an eco-
nomic system that has pris-
ons where 95 percent of the
people there are for crimes
of an economic naturs. Ask
the politicians why people
have "to commit crimes to
survive. Ask them also why
is it that Blacks and Latinos
account for almost 60 per-
cem ~of police “justifiable
in a country
‘Blacks and Latinos
e a'little over 18 percent of

e population.
the politicians why
White collar criminals
who:cemmit such crimes as
lement, tax fraud and

have ever committed.
ant to Iet you people
k

ernment of-
not.to play

rgery-—crimes that by -
sheer pe & 1d_range have
tar greater ‘Seciai signifi-
cance than street crime. and
c08t the people more
Lwice as much money
only an average of
months in

nine
“country  club”
type prisons, even on tnose

rare OCLasio

have to go,-v rag
one of us suck up men n
here spends 52 months in

this Hades -for robberies
under $200
We want you peopie 1o

begin to guestion those poii-
ticians’ repressive solutions
to crime which include build-
ing morg sophisticated pris-—
ons and more severe treat-
ment ol so-called “crimi-
nals.” These "solutions” are
based in a grade school
analysis of the causes of
crime as the lack of strong
moral codes. family ties,
religicus beliefs and in the
case of Blacks and Third
World people of cultural de-
fiiencies

We want you people 10
understand as we do that we

have a right to utve in a
society where private profit
does not come befare the

(Continued on page 173

by police or court-
murder,  without
he control would fail
ry to popular belief,
prisons exist not to protect
pebple from criminal ele-
guarantee the
ation of existing
property relations. Crime is
simply the result of a grossly
d roportlonatedlstribunon
th;and privilege, a
‘of the present
property refations.
institutions
within its
and socio-
framework a mi-

s:e‘s of society and link
egal . prison and
very ‘Acceptance of the
Poor ent, people can
s are 66 how the entire
ople
hem
used
they
rthe

n used: agaénst :
ve Ameri

S, ,,‘l‘»iaia

Puerto ‘Ricans. Chicanos.
Asians. and other. Third
World pedple in an attempt
to destroy/or control na-
tional destiny. aspirati
and hopes fol the fut

orking class,

the state prist

prisoners locked -

Brothers Defense

Organization to defend the pnsoners who.

Pontiac, which is about 1 ‘ﬂas from Ch cag
d

12,000 prisoners at Po
‘ever since the rebelhon The deadlock
unbearable conditions are also intended to pressure prisoners int
used in getting indictments—which are’ expectad soon.
i END THEDEADLOCK'

is ovewhe &
World (80 percent
rna;o* ty of the ca

Drganization

the torefromt of the prison

movement They are most
aften its most determined
mititants

It becomes ciear that ware-
housing prisoners and ter-
ronzing them does rot get to

he root of the problem This
td wd-aid type of soiution
has never worked. Prisoners
are human beings not ani-
mals to be simply caged and
fiogged The myth that most
people confined to the pris-
on setting are dangerdus
anti-social elements or -
derous criminals is a con-
venient lie. The vast majortty
of people behind bars are in
for crimes against property
The majority of whom were a
part of the tabor force or
recently unemployed

The ¢ ;
about change in prison must
never be isolated from the
overail strugle against une-
-qual properly fe{atzons and
:h institutions it influen

he Porma\, P'cseﬂers Gr=#
gan;za*‘or is
cotlective

Puerto

rights at the Pont
i Center. W
nd that wh




set up the state of IsI

Since then, the Palestmuat;

lq,is Arab colleagues, he has

nowhere else to go.) Finally,

people have “waged aheroic

siruggle to regam the lands
‘ m them.
Their militancy is a deadly

threat to the Zionist state,
and -its backer, U.S. impe-

rialism. ThIsmxhtancy iSalso ~ ha

y upport the Pal-

Conse-

es
quemly, the capitalist Arab

_rulers in the Middle East
_have always pretended to

_had been banking on to force
- lsrael mto grammg them

Y
solidly against the Camp
David accord _ The Frent of

tation, a shaky coalition

lcludmg Syra, Libya, Al

geria, South Yemeri, and the

- . zation (PLO),  condemned

8 cease ire went into elfect

Palestine Liberation Organi-

Bank, wh|ch he ruled, for 19
years. Saudi Arabia wants to
restore Arab control over the

Moslem holy: places in East

Jerusalem. But without

Egyptian “military support,
_ they jhave little chance of
gajaing any of these con-
cessions.

For this reason, the Arab
rulers claim they will con-
tinue to support the Pales-
“ ‘tinians® right to self-determi-

nation, including the right to
set up thelr own state. But
_these rulers have never mo-
bilized the Arab masses In
support of the Palestinians.
_Instead, they have consis-
tently. worked 1o smash Pal-
_ estinian and Arab militants
who tried to organize mass
struggles agamst the Zion-
|sts

For eXarﬁp!e, after the
1967 war, Palestinian guer-
rillas based [n Jordan took
the lead in the military
struggle against Israel.- By
1970,  Jordanian  workers
took up arms to fight along-

n. In Beptember

| Kir/g Hussein sent

_in his troops to wipe out the

Palestinfans’ bases and drive
_them out of the country.

: n 1875, oivil war broke out

_ in Lebapon, Lebanese work-

_ers and peasants formed an

with Palestinian ref-

,galnst the right-wing

lers of Lebanon. Syria’s

- tention of arming the mass-

~ must break with the Arab

* the Middle East.C!

Today the Front for Stead-
fastness and Confrontation
pretends to support militant
action against Israel. When
it was formed last Decem-
ber, its founders claimed
that an attack on any one
member would be consid-
ered an attack on all. But
when the Zionists attacked
Palestinian refugee camps in
Lebanon, the rulers of Syria,
Libya, Algeria and South
Yemen did nothing to help
them.

These rulers have no in-

es for a struggle against
Zionism. When the Front
held its summit meeting in
September, the so-called
hardline ruler of Libya, Mu-
ammar Qaddafi, refused to

_ dip into his oil wealth to buy '

arms for defense against
Israel.

The Palestinians alone
have taken militant action
against the Camp David ac-
.cords. On September 20,
protests against the settle-
ment broke out all over the
West Bank. Students went
on strike in Nablus, Hebron,
Bethlehem, Ramallah and
other cities. Merchants
closed their shops. The Is-
raeli government sealed off
the West Bank, then rushed
in troops to the area. Now
100 Palestinian mayors and
other politicians in the area
are calling for a boycott of
the local elections called for
in the settlement.

The Palestinian peoplie
have proven once again that
they will not surrender to the
Zionist oppressors. Their re-
sistance points the way out
of the crisis created by the
Camp David accords: The
Palestinian and Arab masses

bourgeoisie and rely on their
own efforts to smash Zion-
‘ism and U.S. imperialism in

_ Faced with the
1 mllltary mtera
nt ;

iling class is caught in a

Syrian troops marched
years ago to preventa
lestinians and Lebanese
ing over the country.
s, the nght-wmg

snigli trobp‘s‘iﬁ Lel anonf.'

are there to back them up in any major
showdowh with Syrian troops.

The Israelis,
Chﬂstian allies, want to take over
Lebanon and tum [t into a Zionist satel-

_lite. Last March, !sme!] forces invaded

- southern Lebanon and drove out the

‘ r»Palesﬁnians and Iehist Lebanese forces
hey

"Moshe Dayan_
hesitate to send our armed forc

~ strike by sea or other means as far as

Beirut or other parts of Lebanon‘ .

acting through their
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wildcat strikes and other
rank-and-file actions are on
theé rise: The militant miners’
strike last spring as well as
the recent strikes by railway
workers, public employees,
and otheis'are setting an ex-
ample At the same time, the
~women’s. movement, the
fight aginst the Bakke deci-
sion, and, the struggles
against white rule in south-
‘ern Africa are raising auto-
workers’,_awareness of who

" their enémies are and how to

workers need.

It is this kind of militant .
strike  for, meaningful =~
changes led. by the rank.and
file which GM is afraid of.
They knew if they main-
tained their hard-line South-
ern Strategy, the union tops
would havesto keep talking
tough, afd the ranks of the
UAW might just seize the
opening and bust the whole
thing wide open. So GM
backed down.

j%é}n return, GM expects the

uni nlzatlon

sell the contract to
' bargaining. The
officials show every

sign of planning to go alung
They are already appoin 3
ther than elechng, union

source,

pointe: an ex-presia

~of a New York local whe wd;
“recently defeated by his own

membership!

Without even waiting g
see what the-GM announce-
ment comes down to in prac-
tice, UAW representativec
are stating that the new
policy ‘“clears the way
toward continuation of tne
historical development of 3
constructive collective bar-
gaining relationship betweer
the UAW and GM." Gooa-
bye last month’s *‘¢class war
hello contract sellout

Fight bureaucrats
and bosses

UAW members must b
on their victory agains: Gt
Southern Strategy. They w
have to continue the fight tc
see that every GM plant i
unionized without long ge-
lays. They will have to fign:
the bureaucrats to see thar
these new locals elect leag-
ers from their own ranks
tested in the unionizing
struggle. And they need
start right away to formuiate
the demands and put to-
gether the rank-and-file or-
ganization which can take or
both GM and the UAW
in the upcoming con
fight.

0 study cﬁy listé the ni
' dangerous subStances to which at lea
~ workers are éxposed. The experts ad|
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Rank-and- Flle Commlttee Leads Fight

we distributed a Jeaflet call-
ing for workers to support
three motions: 1) that a strike
vote be set for the following
week; 2) that a major demand
of the strike be no discl-
plines for the heat walkouts;
and 3) that a democratically
elected strike committee be

- chosen to run the strike.
The union mesting was a
great success, Over 250
workers attended. The local
president was shouted down
when he tried to interrupt
speakers from the floor, and
he was unsuccessful In try-
ing to rula ‘the motions out of
three motions

Local 140 of the United
- Auto Workers union is a mil-
_ itant local with a history of
~ wildcats, heat walkouts and
_work actions. The union
leadership has played a role
‘of trying to smash the strug-
gle by Ignoring sirike vote
demands, lying to the mem-
bership, throwing militants
_ out of meetings, and even
locking members oui of th

we felt the compromise was
“worth it so we could main-
tain the united front.

Militants in our plant have
traditionally been divided by
the |eft groups, which refuse
_to work together. For exam-
ple, last year one group
called'a meeting in the union
hall, while anoths( group
called for a picket at the
~ unlon hall for the same day.
This disunity on the left
demorallzés the best work-
ers, and. aids. the union
leaders and

the uplon offi-
Ignored these
but two Important

pened for our

number of

1ihe préssu’re
<s, the unlon

moving—

’ a local
ave been put-
“strike

eady meetings with
slations. At first they
ulletins announcing

gle such as this,

important to keep the

~ initjative, to stay a step
ahead of the bureaucrats,
We have 1o look down the
road at the obstacles we face
——the strike vote, authoriza-
_tion from the International,
the possibility of a sudden

Truck plant in Warren,
gan (just outside Detroit)
this past July. Hundreds of
Truck plant workers were put
on notice for discipline, but
‘noaction was taken until the  fi
plant was shut down for
changeover in August. Then
management sent telegrams
to selected workers, includ-
ing disciplinary layoffs and
discharges.
Supporters of RAG, Auto-
. workers United to Fight, the
Communist Party Marxist
Leninist (CPML), a silent ob-
_ server who supports the
Spartacist League (SL) and
several independents and
militants attended a meeting
‘and decided to form the Heat—_
Walkout Defense Committee
(HWDC). The €PMLl’s sup-
porters walked out of the
meeting, and fried to set up
- their own defense group,
which didn’t pan out. An-
other meeting was set for the -
HWDC, and plans were made
for a petition and a Jeaflet.
At the leailet-writing meet-
ing, RAC supporters made a
number of compromises,
especral)y around the ques-
_tion of how to fight within
- the-union. The final leaflet
was vague on this point; but

out. -
September union meetlng, -

Angry Dodge Truck workers confront tinion bureaucrats.

4 Autoworkers Organize for
Strike at Dodge Truck

“settlement.” For this rea-
son; the key demand |s the
demand for a democratically
elected strike committee so
the rank and file can decide
the issues, the timing, and
bufld” enthuslasm for the
strike, our strike.

Militants build for
strik‘e committee

We started to build a
“shadow” strike committee
of the most conscious mili-
tants. This core of workers
began meeting and talking to
each other, working out a
common strategy toward our
goal of a rank-and-file.con-
trolled strike. We put out a
long and  detailed |leaflet
about what a strike commit-
tes is and can be, to be given
to the workers who will

organize the struggle. These

workers can then have a
common understanding of
the strike committee, and or-
ganize thelr work groups and
departments. Hopefully
through the various strug-
gles building for a strike, we
can gain enough credibility
to become the nucleus of the
strike committee.

We want to create a “dual

power” situation in the local, -

where the union officials and
bargaining committee may
have the official power, but
the strike committee has all
the . credibility among the
rank and file. This would
give the strike committee the
real power of our union—
the unity and organization

_tivities in the auto
contact: RAC, PO |

on the shop floor.

The next showdown will
come at the October union
meeting, when the general

membership will vote on
setting up a strike commit-
tee. Already, a number of
things have become clear.
First, most of the left has
developed in a period of lull
In the class struggle, and
has responded with politics
ot opportunism (link up with
the best of bad alternatives
in the bureaucracy), sectar-
lanism (we won't work with
other. political groups) or
abstract idealism (this local
strike should be a general
strike for workers' control}.
The opportunists will be
thrown out with their bureau-
cratic patrons. The sectar-
jans will be left outside the
class struggle. The abstract
idealists will continue to live

_in their dream world, only to

awake and find that their
dreams have become real but
nobody knows who they are.

Concrete
leadership needed

Bevolutionaries must learn__
to give real leadership to
concrete struggles, and
emerge with increased orga-
nization and seif-contidence
of the working class, always
moving closer to solidarity
of the class, to workers’ con-
trol and to revolution.

Secondly, we must refine
our tactics of dealing with
the present union leaders. It
is easy to call them names,
but it has little effect. The
president of Local 140 made
his dishonesty and contempt
for the rank and file perfectly
clear at the September union
meeting by opposing a clear
proposal for membership
control of our strike. No
amount of name calling =~
could have achieved the-
same effect.

Finally, even a small up~
surgé in the struggle. such
as at the Truck plant over the
past few months. gives a

- glimpse of things to come.

The fighting spirit and de-
termination of the working

-class is g!owmg We have a

lot of hard work and orga-
nizing to do to make sure our
struggles are successt
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movement. The result would be a
class-collaborationist movement that
looks a:|ot like what the CP and DSOC
have in mind. The major difference
would be that it would be outside the
Democratnc Party.

Reformists on
the rise

These, then, are the major reformist
forces in the U.S. today. Except for the
Meany forces, they are growin
Despite their differences, the DSOC,
CP and SWP share the same, funda-
mental strategy. Within /H'é labor
movement, they want to build up the
liberal, Jeft-talking  wing of the labor
bureaucracy, which at the appropriate
moment would seek to challenge the
s ; Meany-Shanker wing for control of the
o o labor movement.

While this power struggle among the
bureaucrats will otfer tremendous op-
portunities for revolutionarles, the
strategy of the DSOC, CP and SWP
reprasents a grave dapger to the
- working class.

Onithe'whole, the |labor leadership in
‘the United States today Is bureaucratic
and out of touch with the rank and file.
For the most part, It Is made up of
|der white'males, with politically and
soolally conservative views, This ls
espeolally true of the Meany-Shanker
foroes. At the same time, Increasing
ortlons of the working class are
' Black, Latin and Astan, and

| eople whose whole social out-
ok | different from that of the hacks.

'mllltant rank-and-file candidates such
as. . .Ed Sadlowskl.
; ’Its hard to know. |f Waters Is dis-

At Vthe”y«presgm" time; the CP's
hati } &s to build whm it

esents &he sama polmcal tendency .
raser an thplslnge
bers P

calailng capitalist attacks,
day labor bureauncracy
put to keep this upsurge
control. They would hardly

. communicate with the

gt alone win their confidence
to channe) the struggles to
imits. The result might well
orklng-class movement,

Id shake the system to Its rotting

y a tremendous shot In the arm. In
, It could break the political
tion in this country wide open and
- soclalist revolution on the

all costs, the capitalists want to
avoid this kind of explosion. of the
class struggle. And the reformists are

y ;
centrating on building its presence i anxious to please them. The real

the trade unions. After years o
focusing almost exclusively on th
middle-class movements and the cam-
puses, it has begun to send its cadres
into industry and has been talking
more about the class struggle than it
has in years.

As aresult of its work in the middie-
class movements and its distance from
Russia, the SWP appears to be gaining.
ground on the CP. The SWP's strategy |
is slightly to the left of the Stalinists’
Largely because of its claim to be
Trotskyist, the SWP cannot put for-
ward an openly class-collaborationist -
policy like the GP’s. This leads the
SWP to orient to a slightly more mili-
?gt layer of the bureaucracy than the

The similarity between the orienta-
tion of the SWP and that of the CP is
already getting the SWP entangled ina
{ number of contradictions. In a majo
| talk at the SWP’s “Active Workers and
E Socialist Educational Conference” held
| in August, Mary-Alice Waters, editorof
+ the SWP paper, the Militant, criticizes-
: the CP for cozying up to Fraser, Winpi-

singer and Co, Waters vigorously de-

nounces these people as bureaucrats
and class traitors (which they are).4n
contrast to the CP, says Waters, the

SWP wants to build a “class—struggle

wing of the labor- movement.” As a
| Tesult, the SWP is orienting to really

kind of wotking-class upsurge

content of their work is-to refurbish the .
labor bureaucracy, to kick out the
political cave-men of the Meany type,
and replace them with younger, slick-
er, “socialist" bureaucrats. The new
bureaucrats, untike the Meany-Shanker
forces, will be able to communicate
with the ranks. But their goal will not
be to lead the workers in a struggle
against capitalism. On the contrary,
their goal will be to use hook or crook-

their

to divide the workers, derail
struggle and, through this, protect

capitalism from the workers' on-
slaught. If the reformists are success-
ful they can gut the working-class
upsurge of its revolutionary potential
and'throw the revolutionary movement
back years.

This doesn’t have to happen. It can
be stopped if we recognize the danger
and take steps to.deal with it. There are
a number of organizations on the U.S.
left today which have shown a real
desire to fight the reformists’ forces.
We of the RSL have important political
differences with these organizations.
These differences must be discussed
and clarified. But while we carry out
this discussion, we must find ways to
unite our forces in concrete actions
against the reformists. At first these
actions may be small, but they can be
a cruclal first step on the road we have
to travel. Next month, we'll take up this
and related questions in more detail. !




Sandinistal rebels have led military struggle agalnst Somoza.

Nicaragua: The Workers
lust Rule!

By TONY CURZO

Nlcaragua 8 10-day Insur-
rectlon (s over. By Septem-
ber 25 the U.S,-backed dic-
tator, Anastasio Somoza De-
bayle, had regained control
of the country through a mill-

tary campalgn of unbellavg— .

ble brutality. Somoza

bombed and strafed the clt-

les and killed at Ipast 8, 000
peaple. .

The rebels' arms were rm;
match for the U.S.-suppll
flrepower of Somoza's
tional Guard. After a
resistance, the rebels
forced to withdraw.

The devastation catise
Somoza's troops was
tounding.” The Washingt:
Post reported that ‘“sm
businesses and stores in
least five of the natlon's p!
vincial capitals have been
completely destroyed by
fires and Natjopall Guard
shelling." “The whole town:
is a cemetety,” sald Ronaldo
Arguello of the Red Cross. ln
describing Esteli. :

An NBC News correspon—
dent trapped Iin Leon during

the fighting witnessed the

execution of 36 teenagers,
picked up at random on' the
city's streets. The full toll
will never be known since an
untold number of bodies
wera burled in' mass graves.

Somoza
in trouble

Somoza has won this
round, but his indiscriminate
- attacks on the cities have -
* isolated him more than ever.
The crisis of the regime has
intensified. And the pressutre
on the opposition bourgeoi-
sie and on U.S. imperialism
to get rid of Somoza while
there is still time has also in-
creased. On September 25,
- after 32 days; the -opposi-
tion capitalists called off
their general strike. This
came around the same time
that the U.S. State Depart-
ment started to make serious
noises indicating

of office. ;
The major role in the
recent rebellion went to the
youth, particularly the work-
ing-class youth and the stu-
dents. The main sectors of
the Nicaraguan working
class did not seem: to play-
much of an  independent
role. The workers were gen-

it might -
help them ease Somoza out

_ erally supportive of bothithe
_ Bandinista Front for Nation-
al Liberation (FSLN) and the *

opposltion bourgeoisie.
- The Nicaraguan wag&lng .
f y -

" The Nlcaraguan

have to break with thskopbo- .

sition bourgeoisle and seize
the leadsrship of the strug-
gle. If the bourgesisie man-
ages to keep control of the

struggle, it will: spell disas:

ter. for the workers.
What today passes for an
anti=Somoza bourgeoisie

- has always backed Somoza
Even though

in the past.
Somoza has' robbed: them
blind, the capltalists have
preferred this hangman to
the uncertainty that might
follow: his: removal. Why?

_ Precisely because, like So-

moza, they too are capital-
ists and fear the workmg
class.

The antl-Somoza bour-
geoisie Jives off the exploita-

tioni of the workers and the
rape of the country no |ess
than: Somoza does. Like
Somoza, this bolrgeolsie
naeds a '“strong state’ to
hald the workers In: check.
ke Bomoza, It s a tool
8. !mperlallsts who
aragua dry.

gy, the bourgeoisie
o 7id Itself of Somo-
only. becalise he has
troll of the situation.
llsts want to make
ith  the National
Jnder this deal, So-

Uns, troops, and offi~

| cers ofithe Guardwouldigo to

the opposition ‘bourgeoisie.
Eveniit Somoza Is replaced

by a self-styled “progres-

give,” ipopular,” “revolution-
ary,’ government represent-
ing the anti-Semoza bour-
geolsle, it would not solve
very much for the workers
and peasants. It might give

. them a breathing space In
‘whichi‘to organize. But It
_would not end unemploy-

ment, low wages, llliteracy,

disease, and all the other re-

sults of capitalist/imperial-

_ ist plunder.

- More important, such a

- “popular revolutionary gov-

ernment” would set the
workers up:-for defeat. When
Somoza leaves the scene,
the workers are likely to
launch: a: powerful wave of
struggles against the brutal
exploitation they have en-
dured for decades. When
that happens, or as soon as
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it is tactically feasible, to-
day’s:. ‘democratic” bour-
geolsie will use Its control
over the state apparatus—
particularly the National
Guard—to turn on its pre-

sent ally, the proletariat, and

smash it. .
This is why breaking the

these—the Terceristas and
the Prolonged People’s War
teridency—are pro-capitalist
_guerrilla forces. They have

_ joined together in a strategic

alliance with the bourgeoi-
sie, pioneered by the Ter-
ceristas. They are openly
fighting for a bourgeois
“Popular Democratic Gov-
ernment.” Neither of these
tendencies can lead the
proletariat to a socialist rev-
olution. :

The third is the Proletarian
Tendency, now calling itself
the Proletarian FSLN (FSLN-
P). This appears to be the
largest group and the one
with the most ties in the
country. The FSLN-P be-
lieves that the struggle must
be against both Somoza and
the opposition bourgeoisie.
It also calls for a united front
of all the workers’ organiza-
tions.

The Proletarian FSLN ap-
pears to be an ideolog-
ically mixed group, which
may still be developing po-
litically. It seems to be the
most class-conscious of the
three FSLN tendencies. If it
seriously carries out what it
says about opposing both
Somoza and the bourgeoi-

> gie, it will be a development

of historic importance for
the class struggle in Nicara-
gua.

Unfortunately, however,
for all its subjective desires
not to ally with the bour-
geoisie, the FSLN-P does

The anti-Somoza
. bourgeoisie.
lives off the
exploitation of
the workers and
the rape of the
country no

less than
Somoza does.

illusions in the

workers’
bourgeoisie is:a crucial task.
The masses of workers have
- to understand that the bour-
geoisie can't be anything but
the most fleeting and temp-
orary ally in the anti-Somoza

struggle. Otherwise, the
workers will be going into
battle with their backs un-
guarded, and will end up
getting the knife.

This underlines the fact
that the most pressing need
in Nicaragua today is a revo-
lutionary  Leninist workers’
party. Such a party is needed
to organize the workers to
seize the leadership of the
anti-Somoza struggle and
channel it in the direction of

.a workers’ revolution. With-

out a revolutionary party, it
will:be impossible to expose

and defeat the deceitful man-

euvers of the: bourgeoisie
and prepare the workers for
the seizure of power.

The first place to look for
the forces that might make
up such a party is the FSLN,

which has been in the van-

quard of the insurrection and
of . the historic struggle
against Somoza. 7

But the ESLN is hot homo-
geneous; it is made up of
tendencies. Two of

not call for a workers’' gov-
ernment as the goal of the
anti-Somoza struggle. . In-
stead, it calis for a “popular
revolutionary government.”
It is difficult to tell exactly
where the FSLN-P stands on

~ this crucial question. Either

the FSLN-P is aiming at a
workers’ government, but is

- confused about how to or-

ganize and fight for it; or
else it is fighting for a gov-
ernment dominated by the

-~ opposition bourgeoisie.

- Is the Proletarian: Ten-
deney for the workers taking
power from the entire bour-
geoisie through arevolution?
Or is it for a latter-day
version of what happened in

_Russia.in February 19172 (in
“that revolution, the workers

toppled the Tsarist regime
only to have the Mensheviks
hand power to a “popular
revolutionary government” of
the bourgeoisie, in which the
workers’ representatives

- fronted for the capitalists.)

As far as we can tell, the
ESLN-P. has yet to give a

. clear answer to this all-

important question.

It may be that the FSLN-P -
is not fighting for a workers’
government. ' If so, there

(Continued on page 15)




‘The following is a reprlnt
. of aleafletby the Sandinistas
¢ for Socialism in Nicaragua.

The history of the Nicara-
| guan bourgeoisie |s one of
‘betrayals of the working
I class and submission to
Yankee (mperialism. From
very early in its history it has
been distinguished as a fal-
“tering class, untrustworthy
and incapable of assuming

historical role.

 we revolutionaries mter—
ested ‘in sanctifying any
bourgeols “martyr.” What in-
 terests us is correctly locat-
y and unmask-

_ing it when it tries to pass

itself off as a “defender of
the people” before the eyes
of hystory

The opposmon bour-

geoisie is launching its own

- battle, with its own methods
and its own program. They
~seek to replace “Somoza the

Insatiable” with a group of -

“honorable businessmen”

who will make their system

less undesirable. If today
_ they step forward to raise
their voice to “condemn” the
_ crimes of their democracy, it
is because the workers are

rising up in arms and threat-

en to smash them.

_Apologists
for bourgeoisie

The empty cry of “unity

against the dictatorship” is

nothing more than a cynical

: aDologsa by those who have

betrayed the m!erests of ihe

the "oppoel- ,

working class, allying them-
selves with its most savage
enemies,

We Marxist revolutlonarles
have no interests in common
with the “opp05|tlon" bour-
geoisie. The unity we fight
for Is with the workers, poor
peasants and the most op-
pressed sectors of the work-
ing class; |If for now we fight
against the same enemy, we
do so with the clear and

- olutionary orgamzat

dependent of the ES

If, however, the FS
‘actually for a socialist revo-
lution, its call for a “popular

. revoluhonary govemment is
a deadly mistake. Such a

slogan can only confuse the

_ workers about what the tasks
are. Like the Terceristas’

slogan, this amounts to

~saying that you can have a
‘‘progres-

“revolutionary,”
sive,” [ftruly democratic”

'government “of the people’
_ which is something other

than a workers’ government!

. The bourgeoisie and var-
ious re{orm1st/centnst for=
ces come up _with slogans -

like a “popular revolutionary.
government’”  to fool the
masses. into accepting a
class-collaborationist  alli-
ance between the left and
the bourgeoisie as a ‘sup-

- posed intermediate step to -

NICARAGUA
L Capitalism Is the Enemy —

bracing it. We believe in the
criminality of the system in
which the#bourgeoisie, with
whip and cross in hand, has
established its parasitic ex-
Istence.

Enemies of
the workers

The misery in which the
great majority of the Nicara-

ourgeoisie
Imperialists,

_ slogan

in

tion bourgeoisle wants to
follow behind the workers’
movement, that is fine. In

_the words of a member of the
 Political Commission of, the

“The bourgems;e
will have to. join with. this

-~ force [the proletarian organi-

zation—Ed.] because other-

~ wise it would remain iso-
lated.” (Causa Sandinista)

Th[S statement amounts

;‘geons|e never has been inter-

ested in committing suicide.
When driven to the wall, it
may join temporan!y with
centnst forces_ The polmca1

greed of the system in
which, to greater or [esser
degrees, the capitalist class
feeds on the blood of the
workers. Whether this ex-
ploitation is carried out by a

Jesuit landlord or a “moder-

ate” explpiter, the essence is
unchaaged and the fact re-
mains unaltered.

For 44 years the workers
have carried on their should-
ers the weight of the social

evils that the Somogista Mili-
tary Dictatorship and' the
captallst
brought with them. And now
that, in a display of great

_ revolutionary strength and

heroism, the proletariat is

alliance is sealed with a
deal, which goes like this:
The bourgeoisie. agrees to
join the struggle, even the
government, together with
.the leftists. The leftists in

turn (“temporarily”) agree.

not to expropriate the bour-
geoisie.

Thevery nature of the deal
means that the leftists agree
not to organize the workers
to fight for a workers’ gov-
ernment, not to smash the
bourgeois state machine.

This is usually all that the
bourgeoisie  needs to reor-
ganize its forces and strike
back. Relying on its wealth,
social connections, leader-

ship skills, its ties to impe-

rialism, and its state appara-
tus, the .bourgeoisie turns
around and smashes the
centrists (and of course the
workers).

The ‘FSLN-P does from

time to time acknowledge

that if the opposition bour-
geoisie wins out, it will make
short shrift of democracy. It
will-try to smash the workers
at the earliest opportunity.

. But the FSLN-P's failure to
tell this to the workers in a .

mass way, and its failure to
fight for a workers' govern-
ment, can only mean that it
does not yet understand the
role of revolutionary leader-

ship. So-called revolution-
OCTOBER 15-NOVEMBER 14, 1978/ TORCH / PAGE 15

system have’

- become the main force ot t
- workers' insurrection. After

rising to smash the system
that oppresses it, the apolo-
gists for the bourgeoisie try
to contain it, inviting it to
reconcile with its enemies
and accept a handful of

. reforms.

The workers’ task
in the current
conjuncture

The task of the workers in
the current conjuncture is
not to support a governing
junta of the bourgeoisie. The
Movimiento Democratico
Nacional (MDN —National
Democratic. Movement), the
Union Democratica de Libe-
racion (UDEL—Democratic
Liberation Union), and the
gang of “Los Doce” (“The
Twelve"), are all buzzards
eating the same prey: They
are lackeys of Yankee Impe-
rialism.

The workers must con-,

tinue their struggle against
capitalism without ever put-
ting down their arms, seek-
ing, at the same time, how to
cement their unity with the
most oppressed  sectors:
poor peasants, Indians and
Blacks. Also developing and
, strengthening, militarily and
politically, their revolution-
ary organizations. And they
must prepare to overthrow
the “opposition' bourgeoisie
without waiting for it to fail
to fulfill its program. The
task of the workers in the
current situation must be the
struggle for the organization
of their own revolutionary
vanguard. One which, based
firmly. on the principles of
Marxism, will be able to not
betray them and to correctly
" lead them to the overthrow
of the Somocista Military
Dictatorship, capitalism, and
the construction of social-
ism in Nicaragua

ule!

ary organizations which have

thought they could use the
bourgeoisie have never led
_the proletariat to a true work-
ers’ revglution.” Their strate-
gies have led either to the
victory of right-wing dicta-
torships, such as Pinochet's,
or to state-capitalist re-
gimes. y
Further indication that the-
Proletarian FSLN may be
confused about how to fight
for a workers' government
can be seen in its failure to
call for warkers’ and peas-
ants’ committees (soviets) to

-lead the struggle. As the

experience of the Russian

Revolution shows, nation-

wide workers’ and peasants’

soviets are the concrete way
to organize the workers to

seize the leadership of the

struggle against the dictator-
ship and prepare them for

the seizure of power. Demo-

cratically run by the masses

themselves, these commit-

tees can unite the workers,
arm them, and link them to

the peasants and other op~

pressed people. -

Led by the revolutnonary .

party, these committees can

wards, they form the back~

bone of the workers' govern-

ment. Cadling for-and ofga-
(Continued on page 17§




ITORIAL

Workers’ Unlty Is Workers’ Stren gth

An important .
workers' unity appeared in
the latest Yssue of Forward,
newspaper of the Revolu-
tionary Marxist League of Ja-
maica (RML). (The RML and
the Revolutionary Socialist
League are sister organiza-
tions.) We quote _from the
. beginning of the article:
“OnTuesday, August 22, a
unique explosion went off in =
the Industrial Estate—an ex-
plosion of workers' solidar-

ity. On that date striking
workers of Combined To-
bacco Cdmpany, workers
from other factories and
 RML comrades gathered op-
posite the plant gate for a.
‘mass picket and solidarity
meeting. The even

report on

workers with tha gul

qlass (and

nke

the great major-

orld's people. We

he work that makes
¥ go: We work in the
and factories to. pro-
the  goods soclety
make the buses
trains run, and grow,
est, ship and process
,‘iood people eat. Yet we
it see the fruit of our
labor. We don't control what
We produce on our jobs, or

or that matter.
| these things are con-
trolled by the capitalists for
heir own profits. They steal
the products of our labor.
But they are only a tiny
_minority leeching . oif the
great majority.
How do they do it?
Behind  the capitalists
stand the police and the

SUPPORT THE COMBINED TOBAGCO COMPANY WORKERS!

$ir. o Ll &1L poor
pecple munt take Action sgainit
thene alavery vages agd con-
Aitions . We must defend exch
others strugalies because wve
Taée the game attacks. We call
Pobr people Our 1iving stand-  n all vorkers in all unions
arde are fo 4 dovn dally ss  to support pur struggles: Ve

We production workers st
Tombine Tobavco Company are
strixing agsinst the meanly
wages that mansgement is try-
ing to forte dovn our throsts.

Like all othetr vorkeérs and =

yith ng else jn the society

army. The capitalists have
guns, tanks and bombs to
try to keep their control over
the workers.

But even in times of war, -

when the capitdlists have
been forced to arm a large
number of workers, the capi-
talists still have kept control.

This is because they have
found something even more
deadly to the workers’ move-
ment -than bullets. That is
dividing the workers, keep-
ing us from banding together
in a fight for our common

interests against a common -

enemy—the capitalist class.

The capitalists try to split
apart our class along the
lines of race, color, sex,
trade, city, country, you
name it. They try to convince
one group of workers that
their interests. are different
from those of other workers.
 This = divide-and-rule _is

such an obvious trick—and
it should be one of the
easlest things for us to over-
come. Yet time after time,
workers ignore the struggles
of their brothers and sisters,
only to be ignored when they
themselves are out fighting.

Just imagine the differ-

‘ .ence if the workers in this
country got together and
supported each other's
strikes and struggles. If this
happened—if every strike
and every struggle was
backed with the might of a
united working class—we
could shut the country down
tight. We would have the
capitalists scared out of
their wits.

And if the workers were
united, had guns and had a
revolutionary party to lead
the struggle, the capitalists
could count the days they
had left. on one hand.

This doesn’t just go for
one country. |f the workers
of the whole world were to
stand together—to fight to-
gether against the capital-
ists instead of fighting each
other—we could smash this
rotten system that keeps us
all in chains.

That's the Jesson we
should learn from the work-

zers of Jamaica who sup-
ported the strike of the Com--
bined workers.
Break the Chains!
Workers’ Unity is
Workers’ Strength!

TO OUR
READERS

The Revolutionary So-
clalist League will be
holding its fourth na-
tional convention over
the Thanksgiving week-.
end. Because of the ex-
tensive preparations and -
other work involved In
holding the convention,
. we will not be publish-
ing the December 15,
1978-January 14, 1979
issue of the Torch/lLa
Antorcha. We  will re-
sume our monthly publi-
cation schedule on Jan-
uary 15 of the new year.

prices clim aner and higher. veuld grestly apprecidte any
In the cigar intustry the assistance that Ve van get,

workers are oumtly vomen and  ° Bopationms to oSur strike fund
Bre veéry fy yaidy ve at weuld help ue Lo nrovids bus

Combine T Nave to vork fares e ox wnile
R very nard te K¢ hoze wore we are on strik.
than the mati nel aipimum i c
vage. - ; : We aluo encourage vorkers
: ' ‘and other people to send lete
ters of protest to the manage-
ment at Combine Tobscco 12
© B st Bell Moad and to the press
of us RMey. U Ve call for sympathy strikes
ng 1 cent in- to better fhe conditiona that

The at Combine
Tebacch a
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Nicaragua

(Continued from pagé 15)

nizing workers' and peas-
ants’ committees, therefore,
is not just a formality.. Like
Lenin’s slogan: “All power to
the soviets,” organizing the
committees says, “We're for
the workers ruling, and we

are building the organs of |

that rule.”

Is the Proletarian FSLN for
soviets? If so, it has not to
our knowledge told anyone.
And it missed a golden op-
portunity in the recent insur-
rection, when comites de
barrios (neighborhood com-
mittees) rose up in many
places. It could have worked

(Comlnued from page 7) :
belng one large prison. And

that to struggle against the

injustices wherever one finds

themselves on bourgeois

dqminatod s0l) Is to Uve.

What we
struggle f r-" '

bitrary handhng of the d
plinary. procedures by pr
officials.

h) An end to prison over—
crowdedness.

i) No forced labor. Pnson-

g) An end'to raclst an ar-

to spread these committees
throughout the whole coun-
try.
it could have alSo helped
organize soviets under the
form of strike committees in
the factories, farms and
- communities to take over the
general strike; to put it in the
hands of the workers and
peasants; to guarantee food
supplies; to defend the com-
munities, ~etc. This would

. have been a concrete way to

advance the self-organiza-
tion of the workers and to
prove that the FSLN-P is dif-
ferent, if, indeed, it is differ-
ent.

LATFORM

ers should be allowed to
_choose freely a |ob which
~ wili allow for meaningful em-
ployment, and prepare them
for employment In society.
}) The right to fraval expres-
liofs

Statement

(Continued from page Z)
needs of peopte. -
We have a right to live in a
soclety where needed ser-
vices and goods are pro-
duced by workers instead of
useless fuxury
trinkets.
We have a right to exist in
a society minus the oppres-
- sive social relationships that
alienate people from one
another and create crime are
eliminated.
We don’t believe that ex-

der capitalism nor do we be-
lieve that crime will end and
prisons be abolished as long

which creates and profits
from these conditions con-
. tinues to exist. So today we

that there will be no more
bloody prison
here. . -

We will not deceive you
and tell you that we: will be
_content here with better food
and cleaner living quarters.

“We will-not misinform you
and have you believe that

itéms and

ploitation can be ended un-
as the system of oppression _

will give you no promises

rebellions

. once we get relevant educa-
tional programs and ade-
quate training in skilled la-
bor so that we can enter the
job market when we leave,
that we will not be back.

- And we certainly don't

want to advance the idea that

the problems in prisons can
be solved by hiring more

_responsible prison guards

and professional administra-
tors, and by merely improv-
ing the general conditions in
 prison period. And while we
all in here would welcome
“3uch needed reforms, we
also feel it necessary to
point out their inherent lim-

its as well as the very real .

‘danger that such pn‘so_n Te-
forms will be taken as ends
in themselves instead of a

means to put a check on the

auihontanan power of ad-
ministrators and to lessen
the severity of prison repres-

sion. Our ultimate goal is
stifl - the complete abolish-

ment of prisons and the
“system which makes them
-necessary in the
place.=

were addressing the rally, at
least half of thelr forces con-

The abohshment of theyf
- pnson ‘system. D . -

We don't know whether
the call for workers' commit-
tees is still timely, given the
recent military setback. If
not, it will soon become
timely again. If the FSLN-P
is for proletarian revolution,
it will have to organize them.

The Proletarian FSLN did
organize fighting squads
called Revolutionary Com-
mandos of the People (CRP).
These fighting detachments
have played a useful role,
but they are not soviets.
They are not designed to
take in all the workers. More-
over, they stand for the
“popular revolutionary goy-
ernment”! as well as the
bourgeois-nationalist slogan
of “Free fatherland or death’
borrowed from the Terce-
ristas. And the name "peo-
ple's commandos” predicta-
bly hides the fact that they
must be organizations of the
workers and peasants.

Another problem is . the
FSLN-P's [llusions in state
capitalism. The group be-
lleves that Cuba, China,
Eastern Europe, and other
‘state-capitalist countries are
workers' states, So long as
these comrades believe that
the strategies used in these
.socleties led to the creation
of workers' states, they will
continue to  belleve that
some olass other than the
'8 can seize power and
oclalismy They will

4

continue to believe that you
don’t need workers, you
don’t need soviets, you don't
need a real ,workers' govern-
ment. A strategy based on
this point of view leads to
one of two things: the vic-
tory of the old bourgeoisie,
or the rise of a new, state-
capitalist bourgeoisie out of
the ranks of the middie-class
left. Both alternatives mean
a defeat for the workers.

The FSLN-P seems to
have friendly relations with
the Regvolutionary Marxist
Leagu’f(RML) of Nicaragua.
Like their U.S. comrades in
the Socialist Workers Party
(SWP), the RML of Nicara-
gua claims to be Trotskyist.
But, like the SWP, it is not a
revolutionary party. It, too,
has jllusions that Cuba,
China, Russia, etc,, are
workers’ states.

And in jts program for
Nicaragua, the RML is care-

ful not to challenge the anti-.

Somoza bourgeoisie. It cails
for “an integral land reform,"”
Instead of Lenin's slogan of
‘Land to the tiller.” It calls
for the expropriation of all
the holdings of “the Somoza
family and Somocista para-
sites," instead of the expro-
priation of the whole bour-
geoisle. This approach can
never lead the workers to rev-
olution.

The Proletarian FSLN ap-
pears to have some of the

_bestand most dedicated rey-

olutionaries in Nicaragua—
comrades « who  sincerely
want to smash the botrgeoi-
sie and set up a workers'
government. Whether the or-
ganization as a whole will be
able to lead the struggle
toward proletarian revolu-’
tion, however, appears to us
to be still an open question.
In conclusion. we would
say to the comrades of the
Proletarian. FSLN that they
have to decide whether they
are for genuine workers’ rule,
based. on the soviets and
arrived at through a workers'
revolution. Or whether they
are for one form or another
of capitalism, whether it's
the naked type espoused by
the Terceristas in their al-
liance with the bourgeoisie
or the more covert type
(state capitalism) advanced
by forces like Mao and
Castro. The fate of the Nica-
raguan revolution depends
to a large degree on how
these comrades resolve this
contradiction.

Last month’s article,
“Defend the Sandinistas
for Soclalism,” was writ-
ten by a representative
of that organization. We
apologize for the omis-
sion of that fact.

—

For the
tha pro- and antl-
raea chanted at

centrated on trylng to out-

_shout our demonstration.
‘This completely disrupted

their planned program. The

' Catholic priest’s hysterical

outburst just summed up the

_defeat dealt to the right
~ wingers.

Organizers of the counter-

~ demonstration, considering

the action such a success,
decided to march a half mile:
away to the Federal Build-

ing. As the demonstrators

marched and chanted, they
drew a sympathetic response
from people on the street.
‘The Federal Building rally
‘heard speakers from the RSL

and from the International

- Socialist:Organization (I1SO),

which had a contingent of 10
to 20 people at the demon-
stration. RSL. speakers ex-
plained the meaning of the
slogan “Smash the Right-
Wing  Attacks.”

There is a growing right-
wing movement in this coun-
try, they pointed out, and
representatives of this move-
ment, from the Nazis to
Anita Bryant, through to
anti-ERA leader Phyllis
Schlafly and the “right to

life” forces, all have a com-.

mon goal. “They want to
drive women into the kitch-
ens and the nurseries, im-

_ pose rigid repression in the

name of morality, and take
away the gains won by op-
pressed people in the '60s
and '70s. They attack differ-
ent sections of the working
class and get us to fight
among ourseives. And be-
cause they do this they
weaken our fighting ability
and drive down our living
standards.”

The demonstration was or-
ganized by the October 7

Free Abortion Coalition, a
group initiated by the RSL
for the purpose of planning
the day’'s events. The dem-
onstrators included contin-
gents from the RSL, the ISO,
the Abortion Rights Coali-
tion of Bloomington, Indi-
ana, Red Rose Book Store,

* Workers Defense Commit-

tee, and the Black and White

Defense Committee.
The main demands of the

demonstration were:

sFree Abortion On De-
mand—No Forced Steriliza-
tion.
., *Smash the Antl Abomon
Movement—Smash the
Right-wing Attacks.

Members of the Coalition:
also agreed on a number of
secondary ,slogans, used in
leaflets and placards,  that
made it clear that defending
abortion rights alone .was
not enough

These slogans were:

eFree, safe contracep-
tives.

eFree 24-hour quality
childcare. -~ =

< Defend gay people’sright
to raise children.

* Smash the Phyllis Schia-
fly movement—ratify the
ERA:

* Not the church. not the
state, women should decide
their fate.’
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