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Nicaraguan youth battle Nnﬁonal G
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By TONY CURZO'

Nicaragua is in a state of
insurrection. The dictator
ship of Anastasic Somoza
Debayle, whose family has
ruled this Central American
nation for 44 years, is on its
way out. As we go to press
Leon and Masaya have been
taken over by workers and
youth, led by the Sandinista
National Liberation Front
(FSLN)

According to an FSLN bul
letin, Masaya's population
has wiped out the National
Guard garrison, and has
seized arms, ammunition
and a small tank In Leon
with the aid ol another cap-
tured tank, the Sandinistas
and their supporters are now
attacking the National Guard

-garrison

Fighting also rages in the
streets of Managua—the
capital—Matagalpa. and Es-
tell. In Matagalpa, the Na-
tional Guard's local head-
quarters has been taken, and

Defend Women’s Right to A

Marla Pitchford is the first
woman in the U.S. to be
arrested and prosecuted for
performing an abortion on
herself. On August 30, she
was found not guilty due to
reasons of temporary insan-
ity after a three-day trial in
Bowling Green, Kentucky.
Had she been convicted, she
would have faced 10 to 20
years in prison.

Marla Pitchford was 20-24

weeks pregnant when she
went to a clinic in Louisville,

_Kentucky, for—an abortion.

The doctors there refused.
Confused and panicky, she
went home and used a
knitting needle on herself.
When she later went to a
hospital for treatment of the
bleeding, she was turned in
by - the doctors and arrested
for . “practicing medicine
without *a license." ¢

Pitchford's problem. is not
unusual—even the best of
today's laws say doctors ‘and
even public county hospitals
can refuse to give abortions.
In the big cities like New
York, Chicago and Los An-
geles,  there  are .abortion
clinics * (with outrageously
high prices). But the vast
majority of women have no
place in their;rjeas to get an
abortion—at any-price

The limited rights to abor-
tion that do exist were won
by the protests and rebel-
lions of the 1960s. This was
a real-and important victory.

During the 1960s, about 300
women died each year from
the complications of back-
alley and self-inflicted abor-
tions. (It's impossible to
guess how many more
deaths due to abortion were
labeled ‘“hemorrhaging,”

“miscarriage,” or something
else.) About 80 percent
of the women who died were
Black, Latin, Native Ameri-
can or Asian. In New York,
one out of three maternal
deaths in the '60s resulted
from abortions.

But between 1973 and
1978, no deaths from abor-
tions were reported. The so-
called ‘“right-to-life move-
ment'' is trying to go back to
the days of back-alley abor-
tions. These anti-abortion
groups also’ oppose contra-

ES!

the arms are being distri-
buted among the workers
and youth. In Esteli, the mili-
tary garrison is under siege
And in Chinandega, the
workers and youth are in fu
control of the city. Througt
out this upsurge, ca ties
have’ been high since the

people are desperately short
of arm

This latest upsurge f
lows closely on the hes
sther ~dramat develog

*On Au

mangos
wing of the FSLN succes
fully to
Palace

seccion
en
espanol

\ J

ortion

ceptives. And most of these
groups keep guiet about the
forced sterilizations  that
keep women who want chil-
dren from having them
These groups are not in-
terested in “life” but in keep-
(Continued on page 4)

POSTAL WORKERS DEMAND
DECENT CONTRACT

Amnesty for the Fired Strikers!

o

By a Postal Worker
_ Correspondent

NEW YORK, September 12
—Rank-and-file postal work-
ers are continuing their
struggle for a good contract.
While the combined forces
of the United States Postal
Service (USPS), the govern-
ment, and postal workers'
own union “leaders” have
thus far prevented a national
strike, postal worker opposi-
tion to the July contract
remains strong.

In early August, rank-and-
file pressure caused both the
National Assaciation of Let-
ter Carriers’ (NALC) and the
American Paostal Woarkers
Union (APWU} conventions
to vote to reject the new con-
tract Angry delegates also

‘demanded amnesty for the

200 wprkers fired 1A the July
bulk center wildcats. These
actions set the stage for re-
jections ‘of the new agree-

(Continued on page 1~5)
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city, refuge of the eXploiters
with the cry “Death: to the
Government!™ - %

Rein;
the caﬁital drove out the
rebels who had entrenched
themselves in the clty, and
in one of the most bloody
repressions in Nicaraguan
history, exterminated almost
20,000 Native Americans.

During the years from 1927
to 1934 the troops of General
Augusto Cesar Sandino held
the mountains of the region
and -all of northern Nicara-
gua, undefeated In their
battle against the invasion of
North American marines. In
his ranks. peasants and
workers of Matagalpa took
their places in combat.

On February 21. 1934,
Anastasio Somoza Garcia
assassinated Sandino. and
placed himseif in power as
tounder of fthe Bloody Dy-
nasty. 8ut the struggie for -
freedom remained alive-and’
growing, in memory of the
many sons and daughters of-
this pari of Nicdragua who

_had_fallen in the . struggte—

against the Somoza mititary
dictatorship:

N.Y., N.Y. 10036

in Matagalpa sho
plete readiness of the

tor revolunonary wgamzaé-\‘

tion to give battle: agalnis
dictatorship and &
exploiting  class i
sents: the bourgeolsie. su

ported by the capitalist syst .

tem of exploitation of man
by man.

In the development ¢
struggle against the Sombza

e

military dictatorship, “three
principal “methods"” of strug-

gle have been outlined dp'to
now. On one side are general
strikes ‘put_into motion by
priyate initiative or rather;.by
the “oppoesition” bourgeoi-
sfe. whose own development
has been checked by-the
Somoza’ go\.emmem s msa-

exploiting the ‘,Nscasagqan
working class. The dictatar-
<ship-has deteriorated o the

point where it can_no longer

guarantee the order that the
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Defend the

Dear Comrades.

The rebeliion of Hous
Chicano people on May 7 re-
ceived publicity i the pagas
of the Torch/La Antorcha.
Chicano militants  fought
backs against a police inva-
sion of Moody Park on Cinco
de Mayo. a Mexican hcliday

Dozens of» people were
arrested. The capitalist sys-
tem of criminal injustice
saved special treatment for

it 40 yoars,
general strikes
3 “opposition”

put in
inter

trer Alacst HltaNts. Tra-
s Morales  a stesiworker
and spokesman for People
4 Tom Hirschi, a mem-
v ot the Revolutionary
Communist Youth Brigade:
and Mara Youngdahl, awork-
er at Texas Instruments and

WE URGE
L~ OUR
READERS
TO WRITE

We want our readers to
write to us. Write to us
about your political Ide-
as, your struggles, what
you like and don't like
about the paper. We
nead you to help ub
make the Torch/La An-
torcha a better revolu-
tionary newspaper We
need you to help us
build a revolutionary
party

“Moody Park 3"

a member of the
United Workers
ton. These three militants
the "Moody Park 3"~ tace
to 20 years in prison
so-called “felonious riot

Despite important politica
differences with'their orgun
izations,  Marxist-Leninist.
“rotskyists should defeng
the “Moody Park 3" from the
repression of the capitalist
state. The trial of the
“Moody Park 3" may begin in
October

if we can build tactical
unity to free the "Moody
Park 3," then we should be
able to build unity to smash
the Nazis and the KKK. Free
the Moody Park 3! Build
unity in the working ciass!
Smash the Nazis and the
KKK

Messages of support ands
or contributions can be sent
to: NUWQO, PO Box 87016,
Houston, Texas 77087.
in the struggle,
A supporter of the Revolu-
tionary Autoworkers Com-
mittee

SLPer writes

Dear People,

Recently - read the May
16-Juna 14 fBsuo of Torch, |
was interested in the long
lotter from O'Neal and Ro-
man regarding the Sociallst
Labor Party, because thelr
exporience with the SLP's
sluggish bureaucracy
seamed to colncide with
mine. | am also somewhat
disllusioned with the 8LP's
olestoral schemes, and It
lagk of an International per-
spective.

Pye been looking for a
group that ls activist, has
faal reflexes in communi-
cating with members, has an
international outlook, and
has ne cult of hero-worship
or state-worship.

The international Social-
ists seem too lily-white,
groovy, and reformist. So-
clalist Workers Party is
broad-based, but also too
raformist. Communist Party-
USA can see no wrong In the
USSR, and Communist
Party-Marxist-Leninist can
se¢ no wrong in China.
Progressive Labor Party isn’t
too bad, consldering its
anaiysis of the USSR and
China as “state-capitalist,”
and Its militancy; -but one
wonders about its rigidity:

PLP members must have all
chosen  beforghand  whal
commissariat each member
will command after the Rev-
olution.

{ Know the Fourth Inter-
national people, like your
RSL, favor party democracy
and internationalist social-
ism. So far so good. i'd like
to joih RSL if you can con-
vince me that RSL has
mastered the tactical prob-
lems that have always beset
the Fourth International
Sincerely,
™

Lincoin, NE

On the Nazis

Brothers and Sisters in
struggle:

After reading the last
Torch | can only say-l very
much liked the article on
smashing the Nazis and the
Kian. The Nazis have been
spreading their filth and so
has the KKK-the scum of
the earth. | say the sooner
the KKK and Nazls are ou!-
lawed the better.

Yours in struggle,
A supporter of the Red Tide

3 Support

the Equal Rights Amendment 14  Romeo: Rank and file fight ﬂrlngsO\

ChicagoRSL calfs for united action 15 NYCn i ¢ o
* 350 attefid anti-Briggs conference 16 o e ke cont ues
‘Detroit Nazis open new bookstore
Build a union anti-fascist committee
Tupelo: Death to the Kian
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.By SUSAN EDMUNDS
For the Editorial Board

~ “Equality of ngh(s under
he-law: shall not be deni‘ed‘

cle to our sypporting (L
we still wdfn that the
) | ) Clags may usc the
. . I %Eg g A as.the lagal Justification
: isa. 16 al ontinuing™ to  press

ning protoctive

equality

On one side of the balance
sheet. therefore, was a state-
ment of women's equality

~ With men under the taw; but
with no teeth in it to add up S O
to a concrete gain for the  creté gain for Working wo-
masses of women. ¢ men far outweighed the ab-

On the other side of the ™ stract and purely Tegal gair if |
balance sheet, however, was  the ERA passed“Because of
the strong possibility that this, we feit ‘that the ERA
the ruling class would use should be opposéd. .
the ERA to wipe out a hard- Why, then,” have we
won gain—protective -abor changed that position?

I laws for women. These laws First, the use-of Title 7
were passed in the late 1800s against protectwe legisiation
and early - 1900s as_ the has made it increasingly
bosses' concession to the Glear that the bosses don't .
workers' movement. need the ERA to get rid of
protective legisiation. More- |
over. as we have mentioned,
much of this legisiation has
aiready been re ed. VWhile
this s exir iy unfortu-
nate, it lessend the threat
posed by the ERA and theres
fore removes part-of the ob-

felt that the

‘Qles. of womien

right-wing forces have madd
the defeat of the ERA one of
their main battle cries. Thay
say that a woman's place is
in the home, taking care of a
husbangd and chiidren. Thay
say that a woman's rale is
thist of subordinate hulpvmw
Lo mmn

éWhHP/ the ERA will not
have muych aftect on these
Iguos, ity deteat would be a
big boost 1o the right wing's
affernpt 1o put women in
“thair: place.” More  (han
that  any victory for the
right wing glves them more
econfidente. makes them ap

" pefir 10 baa strong force with
& herlous alternative 10 the

grigralion of society, and
halps thalr movement grow

Too long to
" change position

Given the climination of
many proteclive laws, cou
pled with the growth of the
right-wing attacks, we De-
ligve that we have been too
slow to change our position
an the ERA. It has taken us
too long to re-draw  the
balance shest
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Because of this, we have
cut ourselves otf unneces
sarily from the growing num
bers of women particularly
working-class women, who
are looking for a solulict ta
the oppression they face in
this soclety and who think
that the EHA I8 at least pan
ot th!at solutinng

But while we are tor the
adoption of the ERA, we st
daon’t bheheve thal ot comes
anywhere close to being part
Gl the solubion One ol the
factars thal aent o Gae
original position  was this
hetief that the CHA wouig
have little postlive impact on
the hvas ol the masses of
wortaen We st bl the o
bia trye

The capitalisg class nover
giyes g anylhing  that s
worthe anythineg unless they
have 1o Discomenation

At worsen and e othes
torms of women’s oppres
100 Are bigitt inta the

talist systarn and, at s
point  remain necessary for
capitalism’s  survival Thes

fact that whole sections of
the bourgeoisis are behind
the ERA is a testament 15 1ts
blandness — 1o the fact that
it challanges not &t all thg
profits  and  welt-being  of
capiialism

ERA not
main fight

Because of our genara
evilyation. we reject (oakong
the figh %( the CHRA
central task G the worr
movement This is the Udﬂk
rupt strategy of the leadors
of the organized womens s
movement and varicus lef
orgéa iore For ingtance
the only real disagreement
between the out-and-oul re-

formists of the National Or-

ganization of Women and
the cioset reformists of tne
Socialist Workers Party is
whether to lobby legisiators
to pass the ERA (NOW's ap-
proach), or hold mass,
peaceful demonstrations
(the SWP's approach)

Our whole starting point is
different. We start off with
what is objectively needed
and then go from there. And
what the. masses of women
need s no!w«;tasa n
of abstract legal
but concrete gains.
abortion on d
childoare for
et
1obe

SCROOS &N
these zre o
{Caor




%
the "Right to Life” Commit-
tees and the Catholic Church
have been terrorizing abor-
tion clinics.

The attacks on the right to
abortions are not isolated
incidents. There is a growing
right-wing movement, fund-
ed by a section of the ruling
class, that fs attacking all
working and oppressed peo-
ple. Anita Bryant's anti-gay
crusade, the Bakke decision,
the growth of the Nazis and
the KKK, and the right-wing
mobllization against the ERA
are just a few oxamples. The
ﬁn;gce;/to organize to smash
these attacks is NOW!

l”m this reagon, the Revo-
it ltmg\m Is

_year, the rullng
s has- stepped up its
5 on the right of wo~

uf.m(l a
<|’Hra£3

iﬁl GRS alonn In unity there
trahgth!

ha'Saptember 21 meeting
shiould” ‘discuss what de-
5 we can agree on, and
make practical plans for the
demonsiration.  Tha, RSL
~ feels that the main demands
muld be: Smash the anti-
| movemant/Smash
thg” h(xwinq attacks! .and
gpbrﬂon on demand/
spold starilizations! 3

eratlon as a necessary part
of thé fight for socialism.
They took part In over 40
workshops which covered
training in.using union griev-
ance procedures and other
. organizing _skills, discus~

inics. The ta
past: August
na S

(MEETING |

Thursday
_September 21
7:30 pm
Haymarket Bookstore

160 N. Halsted, 2nd Floor
Chicago, illinois

ONFERENCE

strategy of relying on mid-
dle-class liberals to defeat
thé Briggs Initiative. In Flori-
da, Oregon and Minnesota,
gay activists relied on liberal
politicians to defend their
rights. As a result, the gay
movement suffered a series
of serious defeats, They also
objected to the coalition’s
refusal to link the defense of
gay rights-with the struggles
of other oppressed people.

Instead of relying on the
liberals, the conference or-
ganizers want to build a
working-class defense of gay
rights. This. would be an




UNITE TQ SMASH THE NAZIS:
Detroit Nazis Open
New Bookstore

By JON COLEMAN

Over Labor Day weekeand,
Nazis in Detroit opened an-
other “White Power Book-
store.” This is the third pub-
lic office they have occupied
since they surfaced on the
city’'s west side last Decem-
ber. They were evicted from
the first two places following
broad community organizing
agalnst them, .

When they opened their
second offlga, hundreds of
neighborho6d youths at-
tacked thom with rocks and
bottles. The ‘nly rgason the
Nazis survived wag because
of me round- the~clock pro-
tection thgy get from the
cops, The Nazis know thig—
their new headquarters s
located on Michigan Avenua,
right across the street from a
police station.

This tima, too, the. N
wete met by angry ¢rof
nelghborhtiod res
picket lin

1]
of

the - Nazh’
showed
going into the
showing others
Nazis are about. But,
as soon- as the
gathered, the cops mo ag
to cover the Nazis.

Under the protection of
the cops, the Nazis have
grown. They have been
to make contacts with r
whites in three sepa
neighborhoods on Detroit's
west side. People in the
Michigan Avenue area say
that there are growing ties
between the Nazis and sev-
eral white motorcycle gangs
in the area.

And their

increased

ble

strength has made them
bolder On the second day
the newest office was open,
one of the youths who had
gone inside, and then left to
join the crowds jeering the
Nazis, was jumped as he
walked home alone. He had

On September 10, sup-
porters of the Red Tide
helped smash up a cou-
ple of Nazis in Detrait.
Earller, 300 anti-Nazi
marchers, organized by
the Detroit Labor-Com-
munity-Interfaith Coun-

cll ainst the Nazis,
;yah&d@lued a crowd near

| bookstore, After
roh, Red Tide
]olno& he crowd In kick-

fense guard. Six hundred un-
fon members held public
fighting drilis around Min-
neapolis. When the "Silver
Shirts” finally found a meest-

~TUPELO: DEATH TO THE KLAN!~

Ku Kiux Klansmen watch.as militant Blacks march through the streets of Okolona, Missis-
sippi. For six months, Black peopls in Okolona and Tupelo have boycotted white merchants
to win demands for more jobs and better education. They have armed themselves in
self-defense against KKK attacks. On Labor Day, 500 marchers took over-the streets of
Tupelo. When a Klan car tried to break up the march, militants fired into the car and forced
the driver {o retreat. DEATH TO THE KKK!

10 be hospitalized. The next
day, after the picket lines
broke up. something hap-
pened to draw the attention
of the cops away from the
bookstore. When this hap-
pened. the Nazis rushed out
and attacked the small group
of demonstrators that was
left Three Nazis were ar-
rested--one for attacking a
cop with a carpet knife

All  these developments
show clearly that the only
way to defeat the Nazis Is to
smeash them, both politically
and physically This will take
organizing a network  of
workers and youth across
the city which can turn out
quickly to drive the Nazis off
the satregls wherever Lthey
show up. In particular, the
trage unions must be mobll-
to take part in this strug-
politically
's workers

Why did the
Teamsters fight
the Nazis?

The revolutionary leaders

Anti-Nazi demonstrator in Chicago, July 9.

wl peo
hous

workers and oppre
ple- for decent jobs,
ing, and education for a
must be bullt

But this Is not how the
leadaers of Detroit's Hberal
anti-Nazl movement are or
ganizing against the Nazis
nstead  of  organizing o
crush tha Nagls, they stage
peaceful pickets at the Nazi
otfice which lean on the cops
tor protaction Thay look for
legal foopholes to gat the
Nazis evicted. Thay call for
outlawing  the Nazls, and
they desperately lry to hold
back the workers and youth

of the Minneapolis  Team
sters understood the Nazns
program. As capitahsm de
cays, unamployment rises,
housing gets worse, prices
skyrocke!, schools fall apart
—~workers  slart 1o tight
back. The Mazis try to dvide
working people along racial
ines and offer themselves as
slavedrivers 1o the rich boss
a5 who want to keep their
power over the workers
Whern Hitler's Nazis took
power in Germany. they first
destroyed the unions and all
other workers’ organizations
They lengthened the work
day. cut wages. and gave the
bosses a free hand to use

“their”  workers  as  they
pleased Racist  orgarniza.
tions, like the Nazis and the

Ku Klux Klan, are always the
tools of the rich hosses.

Are the Nazis and

"the KKK a real

threat to us?

Many steehworkers say
that the Nazis are a tiny
group of nuts that nobody
tistens to.-Peopie say: "It the
Nazis get to our neighbor-
hood we'll deal with them
then.” The Nazis and the
KKK have grown since the
early 1970s. In Chicago they
have strong support among
racists in Marquette Park
and elsewhere. They orga-
nize gangs to attack Biack
bus drivers and other minor-
ity workers passing through
Marquette Park and eise-
where. "Thousands of cops.
turn out to defend Nazt
ralties—with our tax marey!
When the Nazis led attacks
on open-hcusing marches
into Marquette Park. off-

/

who want to tear the Nazis
apart Maost feft groups - or
ganizations which claim 1o

be revolutionary  have e
ther  joined n with  this
hbaral, peaceful strateqy or

they have refused to join
torcns to butld the kind of
oirganization  which  can
crush the Nazis
This situation must be
turned around The Nazis are
not going to disappear on
their own As the U S sinks
turther Into crigis, they will
qrow  The libarals and ther
agents on the left will not
(Continued on page 17)

jon Anti-Fascist
mittee!

duty cops were spofted an

the racist mob  Now the
Mazts are halding a soene:
of rathies i neghborbioods

surrounding Chineqgo
neighborhoods some of us
lver tn Frank Collin plans to
march s racist gang inta
Fnglewood this fali

For a union
committee to
smash the racists

The people who want to
shig it out with the Nazis are
the same penple who want o
fight the: Coropany  The b
reaucrats will try 1o sabotage
an Anti-Fascist Comttes -
because they dont want the
pest fighters o the gmon
getiing together

in tha past few  goears
SuMe mumbers of thaey ooal
have marched and fought
agaist the Nazis We've hurt
thern  But only masses of
orgarnized workers can beat
them once and tor atl Our

unmions can be the center for

thig ¥)
must our
strength dga; 18t the
cists, not relying on

121gs. courts or liberal pol
ticians We can ogrgamize an
effective anti-fascist  ur
comrmatiee here in our 1o
We can prepare 1o
Nazi rallies

We must know our enemy
We could show movies in the
union hall about fascism
We will meet to plar our
counterattack against the
Nazi railies. And we will
butid for the unton to take up
the fight against the Nazis
and the KKK. Join the Revo-
lutionary” Steetworkers Cau-
cus and the Bfack and White

. Defensz Commttee to build

a Union Anti-Fascist Com-
mittee!
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anizad militant strikes
ssment..Over 700

a-August 8
L groipof 10
prisonors unde

dt Napanoch

for all the

alved i the
T

e Brigade {5 bail
Sing Bing prison
their trials 10 s

 POL

during
motive
Lat

upportan s 1
alla Walla, WA 99362,

* . Cardl Taylor
his'getting

; ¢ O G
t 8th Brigade at recent fundraising plenic.

AUGUST
BRIGADE

for the Brigade. in Los
Angeéles, supporters of the
August 8th Brigade marched
in @ ‘demonstration against
police terror on August 26.
Also in Los Angeles, a forum
on the struggle to free the
August  8th  Brigade s
planned for the evening of

- September 22. Supporters of

the Brigade in Detroit and
Chicago are also planning
actions to build broad sup-

- port for the defense.

E TERROR!-

1id5 5 h
ing idé of police harassmentani
steco poi

[

Mermbers of the August 8th Brigade.

Support for the August 8tn
Brigade is growing Prison
ers across the country have
been sending solidarity mes-
sages to the defense com-
mittee. And a campaign
underway lo gain the
port of a large number
community, left,” prisoner
support “and trade unior
organizations.

Support for the Brigade
crucial at this stage. Tri
for some Brigade memb
may begin as early as Octo-
ber. More importantly, death
threats from guards have
made it clear that the com-

5

n guards and the
State of New York are out to
“get the Brigade” by any
means necessary. The Bri-
gadealso:faces constant ha-




for different " re
most people are in prison
because the capitalist. sys-
tem exploits and oppresses
the working class. :

Once you get inside the
prisons, whatever oppres-
sion you faced on the out-
side is made worse.

If you are Black, you may
very well be in prison for &~
crime you: never committed.
Or you serve a sentence that
is much longer than a white
person would serve. Most of
the big shot administrators
and parole boards are white,
and racist. Prison guards are
often organized into the Ku
Kiux Klan.

if you are Latin, you are.up
against the same kind of
racist - discrimination” The
prison administrators put up
ail kinids of barriers to Latin
prischers getting together—'
even o speak their own
language or study their own
culture. If you can’t under-
stand English, the prison’

“From the
bowels of
MHlinois™’

Dear Editor:

Several moments ago | re-
ceived my August/Septem-.
ber issue of the Toreh. |

‘commend you tor yourexcei-

lent news Tregorting., How-
ever, | am commpelied to criti--
cize you (the Torch) for help-
ing propagate
pfopaganda.

in your feature section of
the Torch - “Breal the
Chains,” you repofted that
the Comrades-Brothers .at
Reidsville state kamp, Geor-

imperialist

work like this. Even more de-
grading is the constant sex-
ualharassment and abuse by
sexist guards.’ Because of
this abuse, many women
even become pregnant while
in prison.

"“Rehabilitation”’
means
exploitation

For most prisoners, “re-
habilitation™ means that you
get exploited. You may be in
prison because you can't
find a “decent job on the
outside, but inside the prison
you get forced to work—for

ND THE |

nickels and dimes a day.
watch television, or better
food: you get your parole, if
you fight against the op-
prassive conditions in the
prisons, then you get beat-
ings. harassment, segreqa-
tion and behavior moditica
tion, or even death.

In prison your choices are
a lot more obvious. On the
outside, the capitalists can
foal people more easily with
lies ab®ut how democratic
this system Is. In prison jt's

sier to see thal youreither
glve in to the prison keepers
or you fight back. In addi-
tion, prisoners learn first
hand who is In prison and

prisoners can see
' prisons serve the
815 and help maintain
tn of exploitation

others who are in prleon
y are among the most
lutionary sectlons of the
vorking ¢lass. They under-
tand that capltaligsm Is a
path trap "and must be
siroyed. Further, they are
Aﬁﬂvely organizing and edu-
cating themselves and their
coimradeg about the struggle
for soclalist revolution.

why. Through' their own ex-

The Revdlutionary Social-
ist League is working to
unite these sistets and broth-
ers for’ two reagons, First
because we Support thé
struggle against the oppres-
sive conditions in the pris-
ons, Second, the sisters and
brothers who are in the
prisons today will be back on
the streets and in the factor-
tes tomorrow  And these
people, who become politi-
cally aware in ptison. can
organize for revolution on
the outside of the prisons

Build the fight
inside and

outside
We are lrying to win
prisoners ' to the fight to

build a revolutionary party to
lead the struggles of the
working class against the
capitalist system. This is the
strategy that the Revolution-
ary Soclalist League is fight-
ing tor, outside the prisons
and on the inside. And this
is why the RSL is building
the fight to free the August
8th Brigade-—-not only to free
the Brigade, but aiso to
show our brothers and sis
ters that the way to fight
against the attacks is to
unite the working class
against the capitaiists.

The prisaners’ rebellion at
Napanoch was a  fight
against  unsanitary condi-
tions and racist haragsment
by prison guards, ‘members
Df the Ku Klux Klan. The
atruggle against this kind of
oppression goes on outside
the prisons as well. Work-
ing-class paople are faced
with racist and sexist attacks
both nutside the prisons and
on the inside. In the prisons
we are faced with inade-
quate space and unsanitary
iving conditions. Outside
the prisong, working people
have to fight for decent
housing

Both inside and outside
the prisons, our struggles
are the same-—they are one
strugyle against the capital
18t system.

Pontiadiwere no longer will-
ing to compel themselves to

—endure those like condi-
tions. . ..
When revolutionary or-

gans such as the Torch
resort to.relying on the impe-
rialist press as a source for
information to be dissem-
inated among .the masses,
the truths of what goes.on in
the bowels of  amerikkka,
and what inhuman and racist
condith fons exist which make
revolts linevitable, will never

be known by the masses. ”

Finafly, 1 wish to make
known to those kamp, offi--

‘cials, FBI and ClA agents
who williread this before itis

ison Revolt

received by'you. As “Prison-
ers of War” we have no
acrimony against the cor-
rectional officers. It’s their
uniform we hdte. So when
we stab at their uniform, and
there happens to be a man
inside, wé're sorry, there's
not much we can doe about it.
It is not the correctional offi-
cer—but his function we
want to eliminate. Not one of
those officers who died July
22nd was innocent.

| greet you with the heart
of a New Afrikan Freedom
Fighter! | salute you with a
mailed clenched fist!
From the bowels of lllinois,
Comrade M.
Pontiac, IL

“‘We are

treated like
animals’”

Dear Comrades of Torch,

L hope when you read 'hvs
detter the struggles for the
oppressed people are going
strong. Well, my name is B.
and I'm doing time in Pon-
tiac.

Today | read the Torch and

) read what you wmte about
SEPTEMBER 15—cc‘rana

Pontiac. I'd like to say that it
wasn't organized the way it
should have been. But let me
say we did get down. The
only reason we had a riot
was because the pigs here
treat us as animals. You
were right, we were treated
as anlmals and we still are.
Ali we ask for is better food,
clothing, education, etc.,
etc. These pigs took our
Latin studies and Black stu-
dies away just to put the
library In a bigger space. We
wrote to a lot of people for
help and nothing. Then they
tried to make us walk around
the grounds with our shirts
on in 80 fo 100 degrees. Then
we have to take all this
swearing the police give us if
and if we swear back we &nid
up in the hole! Let me say if
the pigs here don’t chiange
their ways. there will be.an
organized revolt and
people will rise than the
ume People of theg‘l;o ch,

e'prisoners witl H




ﬁ,@ ?l Canal- Whem

Q@&z% @@sa‘ a ﬁailar

imprisoned.

The Lares rebelhon
defeated but not forgotten. it
was’the first “uprising . of
Puerto Rican revolutionaries
against colonial rule. There~—
have beer—and will be—
many more. B

U:S. capitalists .
steal island
The*United States took
Puerto Rico from Spain in =
the Spanish-American War
of - 1898. U.S. imperialism
1 island as'a mili-
ive it control of
ean. And -they
& superprofits by
exploiting the fertile soil and
: makmg the people work tor

. houses‘ They're stuck.
Love Canal
no“accident

_ Love Canal is no accident.
. There are known piaces just
like it in Tennessee, Massa-
chusetts and Michigan.
Health experts suspect that

400 ito 71,000 communities
like “Love Canal. .Nobody
knows flow many people are
bemg fsh:\wiy poisoned where
they “live and where they
wo:k
Thare are over 70,000
new In use. Over

made to pay for everything—
roads; hools; all the ser-
vices f ta modem indus-

was. actomplished “off, the
backs. of the Puerto Rican -
working class® "Opération
Bootstrap” was. a_ plan to
turn. Puerto Rico’ mo a bo-

Puerto Rican in-
dustry producing cheap
qocyd's;? 1 the people who

. ? No! Capitalists

nterested in making

there 'may be anywhere from -

re ar? developed -
6t of them = «

orjals instead of
g them.

| that would
nd the capital-
t() “spend

or how many children are
born deformed, as tong as
the profits keep rolling in.

That’s one of the reasons
we need a revolution. To get
rid of places like Love Canal!
When the working class
controls production, we'll
test every substance to make
sure it's safe and necessary
for human use. We'll take
dangerous materials out of
circulation. We'll control the
use of chemicals fer the
benefit of.. society—not let
them control us.(J

xpon ‘to self .at
high prices.in the U.S. -and
abmad. Ang e‘Verythmg the
Puerto Rican’ Workers need
has to.b& Imported from the
U.S. They have to pay high
U.S. prices plus shipping
costs.

The cost of hvtng in Puerto
Rico is at least 25 percent
higher than in New .York
C«ty But-the average income
is lower than in MISSISSIpDI
the poorest state inthe U.S.
Unerrp!oyment is near 40
percent. and the island has'a
high percentage of old peo-
ple and young chiidren be-
tause  young adults are

forced t6 leave and ook for *

work in the U.S.
Puerto Rico is officially
called a “"Commenwealth”

(Estado Libre Asociado—
Free Associated State)
That's a fancy name to hide a
plain fact. The island is a
colony under U.S. rule just
like it used to be under
Spanish rule.

For independence
and socialism

Puerto Rico is an op
pressed country and has the
right to be independent. Bu’
independence by - itsei!

wouldn't solve the problems
" of poverty and exploitation
The island has few natura
resources such as minerals
and it can’t feed itself. Fifty
years ofgrowmg nothmg b !

has™been &n ‘inspiration to
Puerto’ Rican revolutionaries
ce ;Foday, the Puertc

nd smat! farmers
t for a socsai“:




IRAN: ‘

Mass Demonstrations
Rock Shah’s Regime

The oppressed masses in
lran are waging a heroic
struggle to overthrow the
brutal dictatorship of Shah
Mohammed Pahlavi. On Sep-
tagnber 7 hundreds of thou-
sands of people in Tehran,
the national capital, took
over the streets in antl-gov-
ernment demonstrations
They were rebelling against
the shah's declaration of
martlal law the day before.

Angry crowds in Tehran
wreckad over 100 banks and

The shah of lran.

police stations, and in Qom
and several other lranfan
citles, demonstrations also
broke out. Government
troops, ordered in to ]
the protests, fired macl
guns point-blank into
crowds in Tehran and Qom.
In Tehran, over 250 militants
were slaughtered by the
troops. Despite this brutal
repression, the demonstra-
tions continued for the next
four days

The last wave of rebeltions
began after more than 400
people were killed when
arsonists set fire to a crowd-
ed movie theater in the city
of Abadan. ‘Many peopie in
Iran immediately accused
the shah's secret police of
starting the fire. On August
21, at least 30,000 people

rallied at a mosque in Aba-
dan to demand: "Death to
the murdering shah!"

The following week the
shah tried to quiet down the
protests by reorganizing his
regime. He appointed a new
prime minister, Jaafar Sharif-
Emami. Sharif-Emami then
announced a series of mea-
sures aimed at winning right-
wing religious support for
the government. These in-
cluded restaring the Moslem
calendar, closing eight gam-
bling casinos, and abolish-
ing the post of Minister of
State for Women's Affairs
He also announced that the
government would allow the
participation of “legitimate”
—-meaning pro-capitalist —
political parties in elections
sehaduled for Junn 1979,

These fake “reform
falled 10 end [he mass cam-
paign {0 overthrow the shah.
By September 4, a new

sérias of revolts had already
exploded.In at leagt 16 cities
and towng, The government
reacted b qmlq%; martial

religious leaders and capital-
ist politiclans are trying 1o
use the mass opposition
movement ta grab more poli-
tical power for themselves.
While the masses were fight-
ing the shah's army in the
streels, they were warming
up to the shah's “reform”
government Ayatollah
Shahriatmadari, a Moslem
religious leader, promised
the government three
months of peace. Ahmad
Baniabmad, the “opposi-
tion" leader in the shah's
rubber-stamp parliament, of-
fered to negoliale with the
new prime minister. Only the
mass rebellions on Saplem
ber 4 forced him to reverse
his stand and boycol the
negotiations

These lraitors will never
allow the masses to {ake
pownt The lranian working
alags must relect their lead
ership in  the opposition
movemant A revolutionary
leaderahip, determined Lo
overthrow the shah and
smagh capltalism, must be
10 lead the workers and
s to power In lrati

as enemles of the workin
class.

claims to starnd for social-
ism. But it Is ‘openly allied
with U.S. imperfalism and its
hired puppets. China was

Imip
© the world
The Chinese raling class

ists are trampling on
revolutionary
movement. This gives the lie
to their claims to be the

leader of the international
struggle against capital-
ism.

by the police, marched in Los Angeles. They were pro ¢ U
press that Iranian leftists were responsible for the fire which killed over 400 people in a

movie theater in Abadan,Iran. (See article on this page.) Club-wielding cops attacked the’
march, injuring 25 demonstrators. The students fought back and put five cops out of action.
One hundred and ninety-two students were arrested. U.S. cols and FB! agents regularly
supply the names of Iranian militants in the U.S. to the shah of Iran’s secret police. They and
their relatives face deporiation, imprisonment and torture for opposing the shah’s

dictatorship. DOWN WITH THE SHAH!

On September 1, over 350 Iranian students, wearing masks to prevent identification

ting false acct

ti in the U.S.

PSP, Cuba hetray PR independence

On September 12, the United Nations Committee on
Decolonizatiof passed a resolution, submilted by Cuba and
Iraq, whicfi approves Puerto Rico's colonial status, under the
quise of advancing its self-determination, in it the UN accepts
“free assoclation™ so long as, in its words, "it is consistent
with full sovereignty.” It calls tor elections to determine the
island nation’s future. (Puerto Rico's current status Is called,
In Spanish, "free assoclated state.")

This resolution is a bourgsois trick. What “free association”™
can there be between a small colonized nation and the
strongest imperialtst power in the world? Concerning
elections, U.S. imperlalism has always hidden its
colonization of Puerto Rico and its brutal repression of the
independentistas behind a curtain ot “democracy ' The
resolution Is a complete capitulation to U.S. impernialism on
the part of the state-capitatist Castro regime. Cuba in recent
years has played the champion of Puerto Rican independence
at the UN It has attacked Puerto Rico’s current status as
disguised colonialism. Now the Cuban “soclalist”
bourgieolsie is mending fences with the U $. So tasl year's
colonialism becomes this year's “self-determination” and
“soveralgnty

Such cynical betrayals are understandable when they come
from caplitalist forces llke Cuba, Iraq, and the UN. More
diaconocerting Is the role played by the Puerto Rican Socialist
Party (PSP), which clalms to be a revolutionary party The PSP
joined the Cuban move. In so doing, it alllod itsel! with the
pro-imparialist Puerto Rican bourgaolais, representad by the
Popular Democratic Party (PPD). Said PSP teader Juan Man
Bras: “1 am totally satisfied with the resolution” - saying he
had no reservations about It And tor good reason He and
ax-Governor Harnandaz Colon of the PPD wrote the rasolution
which Cuba submitted!

Zimbabwe: Racist regime collapsing

On Saptembear 10, lan Smith, prime minstor of Rhodaesia
(Zimhabwe), declared martial law over largo sections of the
counlry. Three days aariier he said the government might have
to delay the elections scheduied for the end of the year These
meaguras are an admission that the minority white tulers in
Zimbabwe are rapldly losing control.

Lasal March, Smith worked out an "internal settlement” 1o
share power with three Black politicians. He hoped the white
rulers could hide behind these hacks while continuing to run
the country. But the Patriotic Front, which has led the armed
struggle in Zimbabwe, rejected the settlement and continued
fighting. It now controls large areas of the country bordering
on Zambia and Mozambique. It has broken down government
authority over much of the countryside. As a rasult, over 1,000
whites are leaving Zimbabwa every month

Last August, Smith held secret negotiations with Joshua
Nkomo, leader of a wing of the Patriotic Front. He wanted to
spilt the Patriotic Front by oftering Nkomo a place in the
settiement. But Nkomo refused any deal which did not give
him supreme power. Now Smith has jailed 19 of Nkomo's
supporters and refused further negotiations. He claims the
shooting down of a plane carrying 48 whites by Nkomo's
tarces on September 3 ruined any chance of a deai The trutn
ts, Smith has nothing left to offer

Latin American workers on the meove

Latin American workers are fighting back against starvation
‘wages and government repression. In Peru, 48;000 miners
have been on strike since August 3. They are demanding a 25
percent wage hike and the rehiring of 311 mners fired for
participating in general strikes against the government, On
August 23, Peru’s government declared a state of emergency
in five mining provinces. [t suspended the constitution and
sent in troops and artmored cars to suppress the strike. But
the National Federation of Miners and Metalworkers says the
strike is continuing. The government has alsc tried to smash
the miners’ efforts to organize working-class support. Last
August, over 5,000 miners and their families marched to Lima,
the capital, to mobilize support there. On September 7 the
government sent troops to drive the miners out At least 15
miners were wounded in the attacks.

in Chile, workers are marking the fifth anniversary of the
military government by stepping up the struggle against the
Pinochet dictatorship. In early September the government
arrested copper miners at Chuquicamata, who have been on
strike for several weeks. Police also jalled steelworkers at
Huachipato for demonstrating for higher wages.

Meanwhile, in Santiago, on September 8, 100 militants
demonstrated against the regime. Thirteen were arrested and
later released. Fistfights broke out between mjlitants and
government supporters during itlegal political meetings af the
University of Chile and the Catholic University. And"17 people
whose relatives have “disappeared” in Chilean prisons began
a hunger strike, demanding that the government take action

1thei
on :-.elr cases _PB&TC
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us leaders and capital-
o ticians are trying to
'sé the mass opposition
Rovement to grab more poli- .

tical power for themseves. PSP, Cuba betray PR independence

While the masses were fight-

On September 12, the United Nations Committee on

ing the shah’s army in the
P st?sets they were )\;varminq Decofonlzatiofi passed a reselution; submitied by Cuba and
s in anti-gov= Erami up to ‘the shah's “reform" Iraq. which approves Puerto Rico’s coloniai status, under the

strations. ! government. Ayatollah ?ulse of advancing its self-determination. [n It the UN accepts
%‘ f’*“ Sh‘ahr!atmadarl, a Moslem ‘free assoclation” so long as, in its words, "it is consistent
¥ s ™ el glaua' Jeader, promised with full sovereignty.” it calls for elections to determine the
; government  three Island nation’s future. (Puerto Rico's current status is called,
ths of peace. Ahmad In Spanish, “free assoclated state.”)
ahmad, the “opposl- This resolution Is a bourgeois trick. What “free association”
leader in. the shah's can there be between a small colonized nation and the
rubber-stamp’ p“a‘rl‘lamem‘ of- strongest Imperialist power in the world‘?'Cuanmmg
fored to ﬁagotlaté whth 1ho alactions, U.S. imperlalism has always hidden its
new prime ministar, Only the colonizatlon of Puerto Rico and its brutal repression of the
3 Go - Independentistas behind a curtain of "democracy " The
resolution [s a complete capltulation 1o U.S. imperialism on
the pari of the state-capltalist Gastro regime. Cuba in recent
years has played the ghamplon of Puerto Riocan Independence
at the UN. [t has attasked Puerto Rico's current status as
" disguised colonfalism. Now the Cuban “soclalist”
bourgaoisie Is manding tences with the U.8. So last year's
© colonlalism bacomas this year's “self-determination” and
WU
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: Racist regime collapsing

K
110, tan 8mith, prime minister of Rhodesia
ydéclared martial law over large sections of the
Three days earlier he said the government might have
the elections scheduled tor the end of the year These

with three Black politicians. He hoped the white
} hide behind these hacks while continuing to run
- itry. BUY the Patriotic Front, which has led the armed
uggle in Zimbabwe, rejected the settlement and continued
ahting. it now controle large areas of the country bordering
n Zambia and Mozamblque. It has broken down government
(uthority over much of the countryside. As a result, over 1,000
whites are leaving Zimbabwe every month.
Laat August, Smith held secret negotiations with Joshua
- Nkomo, leader of a wing of the Patriotic Front, He wanted to
$plit the Patriotic Front by offering Nkomo a place in the
“settlernent, But Nkomo refused any deal which did not give
- him supreme power. Now Smith has'jailed 19 of Nkomo's
supporters and refused further negotiations. He claims the
shooting down &f a plane carrying 48 whites by Nkomo's
forces on September 3 rulned any chance of a deal. The truth
is, Smith has nothing left to offer

Latin American workers on the move

Latin American workers are fighting back against starvation
* 'wages and government repression. In Peru, 48;000 miners
have been on strike since August 3. They are demanding a 25
percent wage hike and the rehiring of 311 miners tired for
participating in general strikes against the government. On
August 23, Peru’s government declared a state of emergency
in five mining provinces. it suspended the constitution and
sent in troops and armored cars to suppress the strike. But
the National Federation of Miners and Metalworkers says the
strike is continuing. The government has alsc tried to smash
the miners’ eftorts to organize working-class support. Last
August, over 5,000 miners and their families marchedto Lima,
the capital, to mobilize support there. On September 7 the
government sent troops to drive the miners out. At least 15
miners were wounded in the attacks.

fn Chile, workers are marking the fifth anniversary of the
military government by stepping up the struggle against the
Pinochet dictatorship. In early September the government
arrested copper miners at Chuquicamata, who have been on

i : e strike for several'-weeks. Police also jailed steelworkers at

" On September 1, over 350 Iranian students, wearing masks to prevent ident] Huachipato for demonstrating for higher wages. .
by the police, marched in Los Angeles. They were protesting falsa accusations in .S, Meanwhile, in .Sanuago, on Septen’}ber 8, 100 militants
press that franian leftists were responsible for the fire which killed over 400 people -in a dernonstrated against the regime. Thirteen were arrested and
movie theater in Abadan,-Iran. (See article on this page.) Club-wielding cops attacked theé' | - laterreleased. Fistfights broke out between militants and
march, injuring 25 d trators. The students fought back and put five cops out of action. governmient supporters during illegal political meetings at the
One hundred and ninety-two students were arrested. U.S. cors and FBI agents regularly University qf Chile an‘d @he Cathoh(’:’ University. And"17 people
supply the names.of iranian militants in the U.S. to the shah of Iran’s-secret police. They and whose relatives have “disappeared” in Chilean prisons began
their relatives face deportation,” imprisonment and torture -for opposing the :shah’s. a hunger strike, demanding that the government take action

dictatorship. DOWN WITH THE SHAH! on their cases. I
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rartors will never
the - masses to take
r. The lranian working
ust reject their iead-
in. the opposition
A revolutionary
determined to
\ the 'shah and
smadsh capitalism, must be
built to lead the workers and
peasants to power:in lran. [J

heir true colors
of the worklng

Spanish, “free associated state ")

“This resolution is a bourgeois trick. What “free assocsatzon
can there be between a small colonized nation and the
strongest imperialist power in the world? Concerning
elections, U.S. ‘imperialism has always hidden-its -
colonization of Puerto Rico and its'brutal repression of the
independentistas behind a curtain of “democracy.” The
resolution is'a complete capitulation to U.S. imperialism on
the part of the state-capitalist Castro regime. Cuba in recent
years has played the champion of Puerto Rican independence
at the UN' It has attacked Puerto'Rico’s current status as
disguised colonialism. Now the Cuban “socialist”
bourgeoisie is mending fences with the U.S. So last year's
colonialism becomes this year's “self-determination” and
“sovereignty.”

Such cynical betrayals are understandable when they come
from capitalist forces iike Cuba, traq, and the UN. More
disconcerting s the role played by the Puertc Rican Socialist
Party (PSP), which claims to be a revolutionary party. The PSP
joined the Cuban move. in so doing, it allied itse!f with the
pro-imperialist Puerto Rican bourgeoisie, represented by the
Popular Democratic Party (PPD). Said PSP leader Juan Mari
Bras: “I am totally satisfied with the resolution”—saying he
had no reservations about it. And for good reason. He and
ex-Governor Hernandez Colon of the PPD wrote the resolution
which Cuba submitted! )

Zimbabwe: Racist regime collapsing

On September 10, lan Smith, prime minister of Rhodesia
(Zimbabwe), declared martial law over large sections of the
country. Three days earlier he said the government might have
toidelay the elections scheduled for the end of the year. These
measures are an admission that the minority white rulers in
Zimbabwe are rapidly losing control.

Last March, Smith worked out an “internal settlement” to
share power with three Black politicians. He hoped the white
rulers could hide behind these hacks while continuing to run
the country. But the Patriotic Front, which has led the armed
struggle in Zimbabwe, rejected the settiement and continued
fighting. It now controls large areas of the country bordering
on Zambia and Mozambique. It has broken down government
authority over much of the countryside. As a result, over 1,000
whites are leaving Zimbabwe every month.

Last August, Smith held secret negotiations with Joshua

-Nkomo, leader of a wing of the Patriotic Front. He wanted to

split the Patriotic Front by offering Nkomo a place in the
settiement. But Nkomo refused any deal which did not give
him supreme pow r. Now Smith has'jailed 19 of Nkomo’s
supporters and refused further negotiations. He claims the
shooting down of a’plane carrying 48 whites by Nkomo's
forces on September 3 ruined any chance of a deal. The truth
is; Smith has nothmg left to ‘offer.
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Zimbabwe: Racist regime collapsing

On September 10, tan Smith, -prime minister of Rhodesia
{Zimbabwe), declared martial law over large sections of the
country. Three days earlier he said the government might have
to'delay the elections scheduled for the end of the year. These
measures are an admission that the minority white rulers in
Zimbabwe are rapidly losing control.

Last March, Smith worked out an “internal settlement” to
share power with three Black politicians. He hoped the white
rulers could hide behind these hacks while continuing to run
the country. But the Patriotic Front, which has led the armed
struggle in Zimbabwe, rejected the settlement and continued
fighting. It now controls large areas of the country bordering
on Zambia and Mozambique. It has broken down government
authority over much of the countryside. As a result, over 1,000
whites are leaving Zimbabwe every month.

Last August, Smith held secret negotiations with Joshua

.Nkomo, leader of a wing of the Patriotic Front. He wanted to

split the Patriotic Front by offering Nkomo a place in the
settlement. But Nkomo refused any deal which did not give
him supreme power. Now Smith has'jailed 19 of Nkomo's
supporters and refused further negotiations. He claims the
shooting down of a plane carrying 48 whites by Nkomo's
forces on September 3 ruined any chance of a deat. The truth
is, Smith has nothing left to offer.

Latin American workers on the move

Latin American workers are fighting back against starvation
‘wages and government repression. In Peru, 48;000 miners
have been on strike since August 3. They are demandinga 25
percent wage hike and the rehiring of 311 miners fired for
participating in general strikes against the government. On
August 23, Peru's government declared a state of emergency
in five mining provinces. It suspended the constitution and
sent in troops ahd armored cars to suppress the strike. But
the National Federation of Miners and Metalworkers says the
strike is continuing. The government has also tried to smash
the miners* efforts to organize working-class support. Last
August, over 5; 000 miners and their families marched to Lima,
the capital, to mobilize support theré. On September 7 the
government sent troops to drive the miners out. At teast 15
miners were wounded in the attacks.
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moza's early dep‘érture in
order to set up a so-called
democratic popuiar govern-

ment. It hopes that this
would cool things down, and
allow it to keep its plants,
property and power:

The bourgeoisie would like
to make a deal with the
National Guard; They al-
ready made an attempt-ear-
lier this year, but it failed.
Such a deal would involve
getting rid of the officers
most closely tied to-'Somoza,
but keeping the National
Guard otherwise intact. The
bourgeoisie would then have
a rehable army to throw
against the FSLN or anyone

ment, the, workers will
up paying dearly. After
moza goes, the workers
see Somoza's departure as a
gréen light to widen their
struggle against the roitern
conditions that they live and
work under. At that point, or
as soon as the tactical situ-
ation permits, a so-called
progressive government of
the bourgeoisie will turn on
the workers with ail its fury.

The Tercerista wing of the
FSLN bears the main re-
sponsibility for the fact that
the bourgedisie has seized
the leadership of the strug-
gle. The Ter eristas claim to
be . nary Marxists.
But they ‘worked out their
strategic political alliance
with the bourgeoisie just
when Somoza and the capi-
talist system started to un-

ravel. i
At this point, there can be

WD a GOver
wili  eng e

opr nand exnioia

This why they are tak
on the National Guard in the
streets

But after Somoza goes
the Terceristas will. continue
to back the bourgeoisie in its
effort§ to regain political
control.

To get ir alliance with
the ‘bourgeoisie, the Terce-
ns id not hesitate, even

e face of a threatening
sp lit m the FSLN. Their new-
found policy led to the break-
ing up of the organization,
since there were many mili-
tants who could not accept
this class betrayal ‘The fu-
ture of the Nicaraguan revo-
lution hes WItﬁ tﬁ“ose “who

ans - the
Pré’letanan Ten ency of the
FSLN. Although the pblitics
of this tendency are far from
cleartous, itis. ta" ng part in

cap ul*’éi'te to
¥ of the Ter-
name of




inued from page 1)

political prisoners released,
they flew to neighboring
Panama. !
n August 25, the Broad
sition Front (FAO):-a
ion of 15 organizations
‘a nationwide strike
has shut down more

the more the working class
would become a danger to
the system.

The capitalists realize that
if the workers get. the
chance, they will strike at
the whole fabric of capital-
ism, which has oppressed
and exploited them for dec-
ades. In the words of a
leading Nicaraguan capital-
ist: “The longer Somoza
stays, the closer he brings
the country towards com-
munism.” This is why the
capitalists formed their poli-
al alliance with the Terce-
tas, the labor bureaucrats
and other forces. -

“attacked two members of

Sandinistas por el Socia-
lismo en Nicaragua (SSN
—Sandinistas- for Social-
ism in Nicaragua)..

The SSN members were
on the corner_of Seventh
Street and Alvarado,. selling

the magazine Rojo y Negro.
and talking to workers about -

the class struggle in Nicara-
gua, a block away from
where a group of people
were assembling for a dem-
onstration that the FAA had
called for that night in the
park. .

Seeing the great interest
with .which workers were
buying Rojo y Negro...
six ringleaders of the
Front came up to a member
-of the SSN, telling him-that
he was “confusing the peo-

ple” by talking about social- _

ism. and that they weren't
going to permit it. He then
. tried to threaten him into
leaving -his assignment.
Once he realized that the
SSN members were deter-

mined to stay at their posts™

the person in charge of press
and “propaganda” for the
FAA, a member of La Raza
Unida, hurled himself hys-
terically at @ member of the

SSN, t
This attempt,

came up against
determined resistance from-

a group of workers who had
remained around the SSN
members and -among whom
stood members of .the Pro-
gressive Labor Party. 3

On January 22,1978, in a
message sent to members of

the FAA after their reaction- *
-ary.-ringleaders had initiated

a semi-public .campaign - of
lies, slanders and threats,
the SSN maintained that:

“The peaceful resolution
of these contradictions must
bean important task of revo-
lutionary groups'in the strug-
gle against the common
class enemy. To -attempt to
solve - these contradictions
by means of crude attacks by
one group on another can
only lead to the direct col-
laboration with the forces of
oppression. . . .

-“We favor the develop-
ment of a dialogle directed
at establishing the basis for
complete unification of the
Nicaraguan revolutionary
movement. ..

Consistent with their poli-
tical principles of struggle.
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The bourgeolsie wants 50-

RAGUA
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moza's early departure in
order to set up a so-called
democratic popular govern-
ment. It hopes that this
would cool things down, and
allow it to keep its plants,
property and power

The bourgeoisie would like
to make a deal with the
National Guard. They al-
ready made an attempt-ear-
lier thisyear, but it failed.
Such a deal would involve
getting rid of the officers
most closely tied to Somoza,
but keeping the National
Guard otherwise intact. The
bourgeoisie would then have
a rellable army to throw
agalnst the FSLN or anyone

SSNm mbers decided to
pond to the aggression of
> reactionary ringleaders

orkers themselves
decide which of the
ups represents .and

0 g
~ defends in practice the inter-
— ests of the Nicaraguan work-

ing class. This invitation was

ing Friday, September 1, by
a member of the SSN to the
key honcho of the FAA, wko
responded that the SSN
“would have to take the con-
sequences” if they returned

to-MacArthur Park, where he -

would be with “his people”
at ‘nine that night....Find-
ing-himself completely out
of control and not interested
at all in a.peaceful settle-
ment, the-main ringleader of
the FAA threw himself on
the member of the SSN,
dealing-him a sneaky blow in

- the face as clear proof that

he would carry out his
threats.
Confronted: with the ne-

cessity of continuing their.

revolutionary work of poli-
tical education of the work-
ing class  concerning the
class struggle in Nicaragua.

and facing the probability of .

another physical attack by
the reactionary ringleaders
of the FAA, the SSN mem-
bers decided to. carry out
their” ‘assignment with the

help- of a grqup of revolu- -

made personally the follow-

eise who might threater its

ment the workers will end
up paying dearly After So-
moza goes. the workers will
see Somoza's departure as a
green light to widen their
struggle against the rotten
conditions that they live and
work under. At that point. or
as soon as the tactical situ-
ation permits, a so-called
progressive “government of
the boysrgeoisie will turn on
the wﬁers with all its fury

The Tercerista wing of the
FSLN bears the main re-
sponsibility for the fact that
the bourgeoisie has seized
the leadership of the strug-
gle. The Terceristas claim to
be revolutionary Marxists.
But they worked out their
strategic political alliance
with the bourgeoisie just
when Somoza and the capi-
talist system started to un-
ravel.

At this point, there can be

no doub! whatever tha
overwhelming maj

a

ment
appre
This 1s why the taking
on the Nationa! Guard in the
streets

But after Somoza goes.
the Terceristas will continue
to back the bourgeocisie in its
efforts to regain politicat
control.

To get their alliance with
the bourgeoisie. the Terce-
ristas did not hesitate, even
in the face of a threatening
splitin the FSLN. Their new-
found policy led to the break-
ing up of the organization,
since there were many mili-
tants who could not accept
this class betrayal. The fu-
ture of the Nicaraguan revo-
lution lies with those who
have rejected this sellout. In
particular, this means the
Proletarian Tendency of the
FSLN. Although the pblitics
of this tendency are far from
clear to us, it is taking part in
the current rebellion. And so
far as we know, it remains
the only wing of the FSLN
that refuses to capitulate to
the class treason of the Ter-
ceristas \fn the name of
“unity "

The revolutionaries in the
Proletarian Tendency should
separate themselves organi-
zationally from the Terceris-
tas, and organize themseives
as an independent party
This is the only way they wil!
be able to provide the work-
ers a clear choice between
reform and revolution, and
give them political and tacti-
cal leadership. These revolu-
tionaries must devise a strat-
egy to give the workers the
political and military leader-
(Continued on page 11}

%
g

tionary workers from the
Revolutionary Socialist
League.

This time. . .the reaction-
ary ringleaders of the FAA
took “their people” away
from the influence of com-
munist workers, thus com-
pleting their rotten role
as enemies of the working
class. The SSN members, on
the contrary, continued their
task by selling more than 100
copies of Rojo y Negro, thus
educating more than 100
workers.

The provocative action of
the FAA...served only ‘to
uncover the counter-revolu-
tionary character of the FAA
ringleaders before the eyes
gf the North American work-
ing class, that they try to
trick with their religious
“anti-Somoza” mask. The
harshest lesson that the FAA
ringleaders got was that it
was precisely workers—like
those they arbitrarily try to
keep away from the princi-
ples of sociatism and keep

from assuming the post that

belongs to them alone as.

- vanguard of the struggle for

the revolutionary overthrow
of the Somoza Military Dic-
tatorship—who came to the
defense of the SSN- This is
the clearest proof that the
workers are capable of ab-
sorbing the ideas based on
their class- outlook. They

: know how to identity the true

“teaders of the GCLN dec

defenders of their interests
and take on their enemies.

Class struggle
continues

Since October of 1977, the
SSN has been under the con-
stant harassment. threats
and sneak attacks of the re-
actionary ringleaders of the
FAA. These attacks are
based primarity in the politi-
cal class character that dis-
tinguishes and sets apart
both groups. . ..

The FAA, known before as
the Committee for Restora-
tion of Human Rights in Ni-
caragua and, even earlier. as
the Latin American Civic
Committee for Nicaraguan
Liberation (CCLN), is what is
left of an organization that in
1975 claimed to be “social-
ist” and “anti-imperialist.”
and to oppose the concep-
tion of a purely anti-Somoza
struggle because they co
sidered it a strategy of the
bourgeoisie, with whom they
were in “total opposition of
interests.”

However, after Octob:
1977, the reactionary !

to change the name,
tactical rgasons,” for
which would . be more
accord with the “new” poi-
tics of human Trights ad-
vancéd by Yankee fmperiai- ~
(Continyed on page 7]

exact !
edint
But the
matic
which
tion fr
peopie.
frem <
this sz
tack of
when v
differen
reasons

By T
nistas -
are tying
are sy
Frente ¢
cion Nz

chief or ©



H

Letter From the Broad
Anti-Somoza Front

Dear Editor

We have received the July-
August 1978 issue of your
revolutionary newspaper. We
have read all the articles and
commentaries in the Spa-
nish section, which seemed
to us very important, and
speaking for myself and the
comrades who make up the
Frente Amplio Antisomo-
cista en Los Angeles
{FAALA—Broad Anti-Somo-
za Front), permit me 1o
congratulate you on the rev-
olutionary approach which
you take. However, we are
obliged to respectfully ask
that you allow us to clarify
certain points which we
think pertinent in reiation to
the Interview with certain
members of the so-called
Sandinistas for Soclalism.
This interview appears under
the title: “The Struggle for
Socialism In Nlicaragua—
Interview with Nicaraguan
Revolutionaries.”

The points we wish to
clarify are these: |

A) Theaforementl’c d in-
terviewees are

do not doubt, |
reasons, we havi

W

exact number of people list-
ed in the original letter—E&d.]
But their practice has a dog-
matic and theoretical form,
which has led to their isola-
tion from the Nicaraguan
people. They were expelled
from our organization for
this same dogmatism and
lack of discipline at a time
when we appeared under a
different name for tactical
reasons.

B) The so-called Sandi-
nistas for Socialism (SPS)
are lying when they say ey
are sympathetic to the
Frente Sandinista de Libera-
cion Nacional (FSLN—San-
dinist National Liberation
Front). since thay have con-
tinually attacked the glor-
ious. v FSLN in
thetr €
meetings  HO ¥
it's & quesuon of soliciting
economic a2z they have
been able 16 Jeceive certain
people
claiming
sympathizars.

C) One of those inter-

viewed. who functions as the

chief or “brain” of the mini-

" group 8PS, when asked If

there are national liberation
groups, among them the
FSLN, who have adopted the
strategy (my emphasig) of
alllance  with
capitalists, says-

those who accept the partici-

ail sectors irf
ircluding. the

pation of
Nicaragua,
bourgeoisie;
3y The proletarian. fac-
tion, which advocates devel-
oping & program cf political
education of the working
masses with the aim’ of
forming a political party.
He was then asked which
of the three he identified
with. After going off on a
tangent so comical. it sur-
passed Cantinflas. the fam-
ous Mexican comedian, the
question remained unan-
swered. Why? Because this
grouplet doesn’t sympathize
with the FSLN or any faction
in it. Nor will they support
anyone who doesn't accept
their dogmatic theories. This
can be easily seen with the
last question. which was:
“What is the relative
strength of the faction that

Nicaraguans cheer as guerrillas

-
represents your point ol
view?" The SPS replied: "We
don’t think there is a group
that represents us within the
current divislons in  the
FSLN right now,” etc., etc.

is that clear? Because of this

of the FAALA reaffirm
there’ls no room among
guan revolutionaries
olutionaries anywhere
> world for the SPS
ers, now or ever The
‘comrades” for the
25 espoused by the
_are those you can find
or restaurants where
ertaln Individuals gather to
1ake the world revolution
r'a hot cup of coffee.
are the same people
& believe that the social
i8m of Marx and Lemn can
he transmitted anywhere as

i by magic, overnight, or by

simple prescription  They
can't consider that our peo-
ples, and the Nicaraguan
people in particular, have
never even known dem-
ocracy, 50 how are they (o
set themselves the goal, “atl
one blow.” of sociailsm.
This will happen. but at the
appropriate time and when
the peopie understand it and
want it.

Finally, to clear up other
points raised by the SPS,
you will find attached to this
letter copies of FSLN docu-
ments which will show we
are not only trying to over-
throw the Somoza dictator-
ship (though this is our first
objective), but that we will
also make many changes
when we form the future
Popular Democratic Govern-
ment with the glorious and
heroic FSLN at its head as
the guiding armed hand of
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plane takes off for Panama.

the Nicaraguan people.
Moreover, to bring you up

to dale on internal develop-

ments in the FSLN, | also

attach the declarations ot

Comrade Plutarco, whose

authority inside and outside

of Nicaragua no one can

doubt

For the FAALA,

Press Secretary,

Pedro Arias

(The letter was approved by a

general meeting of the

FAALA [22 signatures are

attached.])

RSL
REPLIES:

Near comrades
Thank ye
J0me letter Y -
the \mporlam(’ of Gperang
discussiGns  and  denates
concerning the tasks of reyr
iutionaries. particulariy ¢
when the Nicaraguan ma
are n open InSuirad
aganst the state

Nicaragua

(Continued from page 10)
ship of the current strug-
gle. They must explain why
the workers shou!d place no
confidence in the bourgeois
opposition or in any other
self-styled “popular forces”
which try to seize the leader-
ship of the struggle. They
must show why the goal of
the struggle must be to set
up a workers’ and peasants’
government. In  addition}
they should agitate for the
formation of workers™ and
peasants’ committees
throughout the country
These committees must or-
ganize the broad masses of
workers and peasants. ang
must be democratically run
by the workers and peasants
themselves.

In addition. revoiuticn-
aries should calt for the
organization of a workers’
mifitia. affiliated with the
committees ana in conjunc-
tion with the trade unions
This militia can then be used
to both toppie Somoza and
defend the workers’ and
peasants’ movement from
the bourgeoisie.

If such workers™ and peas-
ants’ committees can be or-
ganized. given a broad popu-
iar armed base, they can be-

varicus points 0
which seem 10 us
more than subjec
tve 7 persgnal questions
Qrarretgvancies hike the size
af the SSN which you cal
SPS1 Other points are 1n
exact Forinstance. it seems
10 us. upon reaaing the SSN
periodical  that the group
does support a wing of the
FSLN the Proletanan Ten
dency

However vou evace tne
central pcint that 1s  that
there 1s a line of blood tha
separates the SSN from your
Qroup You have prlaced vour

set Ta traitoroys athance
with the bourgedmsie of your
Own Couniry Yoy are de

cerng the  juorkers ang

Yo

HRaTENN NI S o ST T Sy
TACkS AN DREases e
tutire Popular Desy ooy
Goverrniment &P Cant
ant  will net pe therag
mare than a cap-tahist gow
ernment In short yGy, hawe

placed vour 4650 a
gic athanece with the
men of the working ¢ ass

The comrades of the SSN
on the other hand whatever
problems they may or may
not have. have taken a con
sistently revolutionary Marsx
1st ine They reject a strate
gic athance with the class
enemy Unhke you they un
derstand very well that the
workers  that are fignting
nght now. arms «n hand are
quite capabie of recogrizing
their class interests Unhike
you, they tell the waorkers
that they can anad must break
with the Dbourgeoisie ana
take power

1 Semms 1o us
DERC Nl re
ANl £t st i N
‘Nal Py fr o kel

[ I .

Leey oy

f
'

Fraternally
“ony Curzo
tor the RSL

Explodes!

¢

come the backbone of tne
workers' setzure of power
and the core of a ‘uture
workers' government

While Somoza s st
around. the revolutionaries
in the Protetarian Tendency
should enter into a tactical
(1.e.  temporary} military
bloc with all forces and
classes which are actually
fighting Somoza. This tacti-
cal bloc can greatly increase
the military pressure against
the enemy and assist in the
mobilization of the masses.
While in this bloc. the Prole-
tarian Tendency shouid con-
tinue to fight for a strategy
of soctalist revotuticn, and
0Se this strategy
the other forces,
e that in the
Somoza may
&n should

to cou

to th

y be t nd of the strug-
g e A new period of unpre-
cedented struggles lies
ahead The workers' revolu-
t:en is on the agenda. if the
revolutionaries do their work
well, they will open up a new
and more heroic page in the
history of the” Nicaraguan
people. [ :

hbe th
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re is-only one way o
bargus future that capi
slg)“f‘e for us. This
socialist revolution. a
which the wor rars Prramms and ¢

main threats to
—the growth of

OUS economic

. minority ‘over who is to dominate the
world and plunder’its people and
his apparatus—the
odugction (and destruc-
pld ed ‘m he hands of the
S aHieQ can -this
“In other
h

toward a crash; the |mpenallsts abilit

to bribe sections of:the working- c!ass 5,
will decrease.
Thes resuit will be a stupendou
he&ght’enmg -of the class’ struggle:
Whole sections of society previously
quiet will go into motion in a desperate
struggle to retain the standard of living
they were accustomed to. This will. and
tear to shreds the entire political and
social fabric of the system.

This process will occur throughout
the world—not only in the traditional
capitalist countries, but also in those
that call themselves “socialist.” The
result will be a total crisis of wotld
capitalism, a crisis that will make the
1930s appear mild by comparison—a
tremendous increase in the class
struggle; an aggressive capitalist at-
tack on the workers and ~other op-
pressed people to try to make them pay
for-the crists; thie Tise of mass Nazi
3 right-wing movements; “and a power,‘u,
drive toward mifitatism. world war and
possibly the pia x destruction of hu-
mankind weal

party orthe nucieu
large,

<enge in the working: class. A real
danger exists that @&s ‘the crisis
emerges and the capitalists prepare
-themselves for the coming struggie,
“there will be no revolltionary party to
. guide the working class in its fight to
“ the death against the capitalists.

U.S. capitalists.
prepare for showdown

There can be no-doubt that’ the
capitalists in the U € preparing for
this showdown. For the past few —
ars. they have axmed thetr fire al the

aker. less-v»emorga ized sectors of

is an intgrmational
revo!uucn in

.l

: . The most
reme: rlghtewmg

roups .are small,
to dowhplay the

y that.they face. The Nazis and

the KKK &

ese solutions are false
little to, confused and

Basing themselves on such social
forées, the Nazis and Klan are trying to
pui]éa mass movement which can hire
itself_ out to "the capitalists at the
proper moment. When the capitalists
feel that they might need an additional
clu kee 1S and other
they will turn
organizations with Sy aanr:jdsusm‘gr

ort.
i need be, ‘the capitalists will pppiacé
th r {as they did in Germany
and taly). so'the fascists will smash
the .unions ang oiher working-class

and*left organt n$. throw Blacks,
S. hS»lan gays and Jews mnto
tration camps. and tum the

. paring

t of the workers into slaves
n addition to the Nazis and the
lan, there are other right-wing forc
oh the rise. They are the people behirg
Proposmon 13 in California and simiiar
proposals They are the péopis. such
as Anita Bryant, who are organizing to

: . attack the rights of women and gays

They are the forces behind Bakke
the attacks on Blacks, Latins
Asians generally. They are ais
academic right-wingers, prG
economists, philosophers and
who are providing the ideologtcal +
pons for the capitalist offen
against the workers and opps
people.

The leadership of this sectic
right wing appears to cons:st
ments from the right-wing ss¢
the ruling class, small busines
ers, and politicians and intgiiect
Unfortunately, they have man
mobilize a significant number of w
lower-middie-class and working
people behind their American
apple pie, and Bible crusade ’ne
capitalist class as a whole has z
shown its willingness to use
movement as a scréen for an atta
the ‘labor movement and the ent«s
working class.

iz

A first step in organizing anc
the working ™ class for
coming crisis must be taking on s
growing right-wing threat. How tc ac
this7is one of the crucial questions
facmg the left today. Future articies "

' the Torch/La Antorcha will discuss the

gainst'Bakke, Anita Bryant. Ja~
ann and’ other forces of the
“respec:able tht.” Here we witl
discti$§ how toicombat the “extreme
right-wing organizations, such as thé
Nazis and the Klan.

In past issues of the Torch/La
Antorcha, we have put-forward a two-
pronged strategy. First, we have
argued that the Nazis and the Kia?
must be confronted through dﬂe-
action. The lett and fabor organizations

mus orgamze to defend workers! ané
ical as-

we must also organze to take 2
sive action” wherefand when
possible: For ® example,, whe'e
balance of forces ailows B
organize to- drive the Nazis &
Kian off the streets. We mus
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% wiih get a hearing among these pe

organize commando-type actio
g attack their rallies, close their
stores and break up their marche:
. Naz's and Klan organize by thre
ing and using violence. We mu
prepared to reply to them in kind,
crganized and effective way.

. The second prong of our strat
"Szo organize among the worker:

ather oppressed sections around
4 gram that addresses their need
«e have said, the Nazis and
recruit among social layers—
whelmingly white—who are being
pressed by the developing ¢
These people see Blacks. L
Asians. women and gays. and
# as a whole as a threat. Fearfui tha
nt lose the little they have.
the myth that the probie
trying to steal their
es. etc., rather than the dec
tne capitaiist system.

As long as there appears 1o !
ative to fighting over z shri
‘pie.” the Nazis and the

@

The only way to undercut the a
of the right is to organhize a wo
ment that can fight for ant
things that pecple need, for €
ple. jobs, housing and schoois.
can demonstrate concretely that

an alternative to the Nazi/Kian




lution.™ And it can win to the ranks of
the workers' movement many of these
people who are now oper 1o Nazi/Klan
propaganda,

. In ail areas of our organizing. we
must carry out consistent propaganda
explalmng that capitalism is responsi-

ble for unemployment, nsing prices,

the“decay We $ee around us.
6 must os¢ the fact that,

pressed people the, .Scapegoat for the
“erisis, their aim is to ‘destroy the entire
workers' movement, Therefore, they
are. a threat to. all workers*Black.

Klan and Nazis are making headway

among different layers, mainly poor,

ite workers and unemployed white

h. annoi leave these people to
a 91 Klan uncontested.

for the proposal *
rganize defense

a mistake to mest the
nce with physical force.

I8 argument

ot) wnh the idea !hdi we

refore the work-
upport and pro-
when the state is
apons in the capital-
ainst the working
diy heip the workers
understanding of their

flag.

‘4gle against the Nazis, Kian

The

eady ht-wing forces must be
tnis of the right W, in the unions, and in the
k on movement- that' ‘and communities. Unfortu-
ntire the things that peopl d, ely, the Ié;;g;g:ni?:ti?;: ptr;e;:nﬂoy{

willing to*
struggle we have proposed are rela-
tively few and their resources are

. Jobs, housing and schools. This
can demonstrate concretely that there
is an altematlve to the Nazi/Klan “so-

st the Nazis. December 1877. - 3

Detroit workers demonstrate aga

Nazis iike Frank Collin and his band must be smashed.

)

f
limited. fn particular, only a handful of
organizations, such as the Progressive
Labor Party (PLP}. the Revoiution

ary Communist Party (RCP). curseives
and a tew others, have seen the need to
drive the Nazis and Kian off the street
withaut relying on the police and
courts.

The fact that so few organizations
are prepared to take such action is bad
enough, What is worse s the fact that
up until now these organizations have
failed to organize for a united siruggle
against the Klan and Nazis. In most
cases, each organization has mobil
ized its own forces, made Its own
tactical plans, and carried out its own
actions independently of the others.

The result, in many instances, has
been a Nazi or Klan victory where coor-
dinated action might have meant their
defeat. Such was the case on August
4, when the Nazis rallied in Lansing,
illinois. The RSL, PLP and the Com-
mittee Against Racism (CAR—a group
with close ties to the PLP) showed up
to fight the Nazis, but failed to coor-
dinate our activity.

RSL calls for united
revolutionary fight

Qur fallure to unite our forces can
only benefit the Nazis and the Klan.
We are inadvertently giving them the
opportunity to grow and gain toothoids
in areas they might not have. And
while there are important poiitical dif-
ferences dividing the left-wing organ:-
zations, it is largely petty competition
that prevents unity in action against
the Nazis and Klan

For these reasons. the RSL has
proposed that those left organizations
which agree on the need for a revolu-
tionary class-struggle policy for fight-
ing the Nazis and Klan take steps to
unite our forces for this work. Right
now, this means organizing a series of
united fronts over specific anti-Nazi/
anti-Klan demonstrations and similar
actions. Through such united fronts,
the RSL, PLP and other forces can
arrange to coordinate tactics on the
day of the actions.

Where this approach proves worka-
ble, it might be expanded to involve
joint organizing {such as leafleting at
factories and in working-class neigh-
borhoods), as well as combining the
contingents during the action itself
Where other organizations are in-
volved, a united front committee can
be set up to arrange coordination
among a broader range of- forces.

Finally, if this type of arrangement is
successful, we can begin to apply it to
other areas of anti-Nazi work—like the
fight within the unions. Joint anti-Nazi
resolutions can be raised in wunion
meetings. United front petitions to
form union defense squads can be
circulated in the plants. Joint leaflet-
ing campaigns to raise consclousness
about the right-wing threat can be
carried out

We must take the first step. The
Revolutionary Socialist League calls
on all organizations and individuals
who want 1o participate in a umiled
rary fight against the ‘N
d other right-wiag
contact us. Time lg short
gnitg our Inrees now &




was best. There were public
meetings, buiiding for union
meetings, leaflets, buttons
and a petition demanding a
strike vote. All this was done
plafftwide. Some sections of
the plant had work siow-
downs.

Workers in the plant who
saw it was important thai

Supporters the Revolu-
B Uonary "Autovx?i‘g? ers Com-

troit . Revolu

ganize the
ght against
's sellout—

=

by

they take responsibility for

organizing support for the ted as models for other
fired workers became the areas.

core of the committee. They Finaily. the organizing
became a network of organi- work paid off Two months

zers in the plant.
Before the wildcat,
departments in
were tightly organized. There
were also

argas of militants . who could
fight for and

sometimes  got Y to
stand up with them. But |
through working together, ~

militants developed ways to
organize plantwide, using
departments that were uni-

after it was promised. the
local leadership was forced
to schedute a strike vote. The
committee organized for a
“yes” vote. The plant voted
overwheimingly to strike—
1253 to 93.

some
the plant

less organized

drawmg -out the lesson‘; of
the wildoat f‘orih rest
worksm Mo

they had to convmce workers
thdt the Inter

needed
whiilgh
nd

rd’s Romeo Tractor

set the prices for
panies decide
omatoes for them

to earn a living
ted by the whole

The owner.of.th
his personnsl flles to

__trying to make an example
to scare all Latin workers. |
example—to-show other Latin workers how g
resist. The Sbicca workers are fighting for th
of all workers to a decent living, and the right
cross all borders freely to look for work. The attacks =
and deportations must be stop“}d

ab. Teamster

Ohio farmworkers on strike

Two thousand migrant’ farm 'workers have t
strike since August 25 against the tomato grower
and canners in northwestern Ohio. The workers,
who have been organized by the Farm Labor
Orgamzmg Committee (FLOC), demand union
nand a contragt including a wage
aid. transponatlon and health insurance.
atoes have been rotting on the vines sinceé
the workers walked out. That's why the canners and--
the growers are coming down heavy on the strikers
and have called-on help from the government totry
and break the strike.

. paid.holi d a‘union hiring hall. Safeway
has also putina computeruzed  speedup system,
which even times workers when they go to the
bathroom—they're-allowed 4.8 minutes! "

At first, the Team
Safeway watkouta

leadership called the
dcat. However, when the
workers, the union-was

bosses locked out 3
forced to-make the strike official. But'the union
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Support the
Romeo Workers!

Organize to
strike!

Through these struggles.
three things have become
clear’ The union bureaucrats
have continued to sell out.
rank-and-file action gets re-
sults—from the company
and the union tops: and the
ranks desperately need their
own leadership to point the
way forward.

Many battlies still  lie
ahead. These include: 1) get-
ting authorization from the
International; 2) forcing a
strike; 3) organizing a mili-
tant and effective strike;
and, 4) building ties to auto-
workers in other plants who
will support a militant fight.
The committee is taking up
these tasks.

ke (asl May, 17

memk

n all

ynion

Stre

contrs

. conve
bureaucrats have limited picketing to only a few chang
locations strike

On the day after Randy H:il's murder they tried to fused
make everybody go back to work so they couid work new
cut a sellout with a federal mediator. But the sirikers reachs
picketed the negotiations and swore to stay out il gainin
they get:a decent contract.

Workers all over California can help the Teamsters Uni
win their strike by refusing to deal with the four i
chains: Sateway, Lucky’s (including Gemco stores), mar

. Alpha Beta and Ralph’s. Workers shouid neither
handle-any of their merchandise nor shop in their
stores. Hit the bosses where it hurts—in their ], P;z

p'ocké“’i! That way they'il have to give in to the

demands of the workers. negoti

In brief. ..

The Supreme Court.ruled in 1976 that excluding
pregnancy from a company health plan doesn’t
d:scnmmate against'women. This year, Congress
passed a Pregnancy Disability Bitl to rever: -that
ruling. But the House vefsion of the bill
discriminates against women who don’ t want to give
birth. it allows the bosses to exclude abortion from
health, sick-leave and disabitity plans. Several
Senate-House conferences over thea
clause have failed to reach agreement. The billis.
probably dead for this session.

* x x i
Teachers aﬂ over the country are striking

this year. In spite ofa
picketing. the teacher: are mn
fight.

!&l

paid in the country, are dernan
wage increase. The sche
negotiate since the stri

expect
on the
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By PAUL ALDRIDGE

The New York City press
operators’ strike is now in its
fifth ~week. The operators
walked out on. August 10,

Union leaders
maneuver

Postal workers have made
it clear that the contract
negotiated in July stinks..
Further, they have repeat-
edly demanded a national
strike if no acceptable agree-
ment is reached. Yet, at
every turn, NALC and APWU
bureaucrats have come up
with new ways to stab postal
workers in the back.

The_latest maneuvers by
the union “leaders” began
right after, the August union
conventions and the mem-
bership votes rejecting the
contract. Postmaster Gen-
eral William Bolger an-
nounced that he would re-
fuse to negotiate and dared
the union leaders to call a
strike. Postal workers™ con-
sidered Bolgers hard line
the last straw and rank-and-
file sentiment.for -a strike
reached the boiling point
More and more. postal work-
ers began to say: “If Bolger
wants a strike, let's give him
one!” In New York. the day
tour went home on the dead-
line day, August 28. tuilly
expecting they would be out
on the -picket lines the next
day. B

But once again, rank-and-

strike in order 10 break the
bress operators’ backs.

_The New York newspaper
unions  responded to the
publishers with an unusual
show of solidarity. After the
press operators struck, the
deliverers' union agreed to
honor the picket lines and
nol deliver any newspapers.
The publishers immediately

~-locked out the other workers.

One week later, the .paper
handlers, electricians, and
machinists voted officially to
join the strike, raising their
own demands. The remain-
ing ‘Unions, all members of
the ‘Allied -Printing. Trades

On top of all this, the b
reaucrats agreed to submi
to binding arbitration if no
agreement was reached after..
15 days of negotiations—
one more violation of deci-
sions made at the union con-
ventions!

PO militants
demonstrate

Immediately after the an-
nouncement of this latest
sellout~sank-and-file postal
workers in New York held a
press conference on the
steps of the Manhattan GPO
(General Post Officel. The
press conference. organized
by a rank-and-file group
calleg the Good Contract
Committee quickly turned
into a militant demonstia-
tion. After speaking fo re-
porters. angry- postal work-
ors marched te the-offices of
the New York APWU to
demand that local pres&deryt
Moe Biller back up ms
months of tough tatk with

strike action. Biller, in usual |

tashion, closed the union

‘mains deadlocked. The 15-

L NYC Newspaper Strike Continues |

cluding the press operators.,
have been without a con
tract since March 30

Publishers wage
war on unions

There is no question that
the publishers, led by the
Australian newspaper czar
Rupert Murdoch, are deter-
mined to gut the press
operators’ union. The pub-
lishers provoked the strike
and have refused to bargain
seriously with the union ne-
gotiators. At one point, the
unbending- attitude of the
publishers forced the federal
medlator to suspend talks
indefinitely. On - August 27,

‘payments to

he “situation: re-

day ~ bargdining - period—

16—is not likely to produce a
new contract or a contract
acceptable to the ranks. The

. union leaders will then try’to

sell an -arbitration agree-
ment, claiming they “have
no other choice.” Clearly,
this is a lie. For nearly iwo
months, rank-and-file postal
workers have fought for the
alternative of & militant na-
tionwide strike which could
cripple much of the coun-
try's communication ‘system
and win.

Whether postal workers
will be able to win a new
improved contract and am-
nesty for the fired workers is
not clear at this point. But
postal workers, like the min-
ers, have demonstrated a
growing consciousness of
the need for rank-and:file
organization, unity and mili-
tancy. Whatever the out-
come of the current contract
battle, postal. workers have
learned important lessons
about the tasks ahead.’

- labor movement.

ing t

which expires on September

nappening across the Joul
try. In 1975 the press opera-
tors at the Washington Post
struck against a similar job-
cutting scheme pushed by
the Post's owners The
strike, which lasted for over
a year. ended with the union
being broken and the union
operators repiaced by scabs.
Press ope@a’is' unions have
also been smashed in Dal-
las, Texas; Kansas City,
Missouri; Madison, Wiscon-
sin; and Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia. In over 100 cities,
press operalors have accep-
ted job losses. And recently.
Cleveland, Ohio, press oper-
ators voted to strike if the
two dailies in that city try
to impose similar cutbacks.

Bureaucrats
weaken fightback

The main responsibility
for the situation facing press

__—operators lies with the union

leaderships. For decades,
the union [|eaders have
steered the newspaper un-
ions Into looking out for only
thelr_own narrow interests
The -newspaper unions have

tightly restricted entry into

the trades.- The membership
5. overwhelmingly white.
While this racist, aristocratic
; / has led to higher pay
benefits, it has
v r forces and cut
them off from the rest of the
: Now that
hey need support from other
nions; they may have a dif-
ficult time winning and keep-
se allies.

- To break out of this trap,

New York union members

must go beyond a narrow
craft union policy. Speci-
fically, they must force the
union leadership to broaden
support for the strike. This

involve convincing
workers that if the
press operators are de-
feated. it witl only be a
matter of time before other
union members’ jobs are on
the line.

Rank-and-fite ‘militants
should demand that delega-
tions be sent to the other
newspaper unions to con-

would
other

vince them to actually join -

the strike rather than merely
honoring ‘the picket lines.
Further. the union leaders
must be forced to take action
agalnst the three dailies that

tave repign ed

T QLEnon
_«Qd”i&? e uro
dead end

Ifall the newspaper unians
involved i putling out the
so-called independent pa
pers agreed to sStop work,
this would strengthen the
operators’ position. It would
increase the chances of get-
ting other unions, such as
the Teamsters, to support
the strike. A broad-based
show of labor solidarity
would help in turning public
apinion against the publish-
ers tor stonewalling the ne-
gotiations and taking the
jobs of the operators This
solidarity should include a
boycott of the “independent”
papers and support on the
picket lines.

Rank and file
must take up

struggle
However this is only the
most immediate task and

does not get to the root of
the problem. For years the
newspaper unions have been
inconsistent in supporting
each other and their strength
has been sapped Militants
must take up the fight to
change the basic outlook ot
the unions This would 1
clude fighting to umonize
the non-union shops. for
wage parity~and opening up
the apprentice programs

In addition. militants must
begin to build for a national
conference of union rank-
and-file representatives to
plan héw to defeat the pub-
lishers' campaign. One of
the key items on the agenda
must be merging the indivi-
dual craft unions into a
strong and united industrial
union.
The key to a victorious

e

strike lies in the rank and file
aggressively fighting to
broaden support for the
strike and forcing the union
bureaucrats to maintain thelr
solidarity. A militant strike.
with support from the rest of
the labor movement, will
force the publishers to back
down on their union-busting
demands and avoid a repeat
of the Washington Post ca-
tastrophe. Thié New York
newspaper unions’ strike can
become the turning point in
beating back the publishers’
offensive. )
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By PAUL BENJAMIN

Septeimber 3 is the fortieth
“anniversary of the Founding
Convention of the Fourth In-
. ternational, the World Party
f Soecialist Revolution.
; When Leon Trotsky and his
comrades founded the
Fourth fmernatnona

Twice in
century these- rivalries
exploded into world wi
which millions™ of workers
were slaughtered.

Teday the U.S. and Russia
are battling it out for world
domination. This contlict
threatens to break out into a
Third World War which could
destroy the planet.

The threat of another
world war makes overthrow-
ing the capitalists and build-
ing a socialist world order a
life or death question. Butto
succeed, workers must unite
behind a common under-
standing of their tasks, and a
common strategy for carry-
ing them out. This kind of
unity wili not happen by
itself. It must be organized
and foughﬁ . -

This is the task of the in-
ternational revolutionary
party. its role is to unite the
most advanced workers from
different countries into a

single organization to lead
the struggle for world revolu-
tion. A dtscnplmed world
_party can overcome the na-
‘tional divisions among the
‘working class. It can mobil-
ize the enormous resources
of the international Worklng
class to support revolution-

Russia. The Hussuan Revolu-
tion won the support of revo-
[utiGhary workers all over the
world, In 1919.

fascist threal
struggling--to"

~ democratic " -wor

“—from their rotten" leadership
with the united front tactic,
the Communist Party just
denounced the Social Demo-
crats as being no better than
the Nazis.

In addition, it told the
workers that Hitlet’s victory
would pave the “way for
socialist revolution. This
treacherous palicy, allowed
Hitler to come to power and .

* smash the working class:

The defeat in Germany
was a death blow to the Third
International. About a year
after the crushing defeat in
Germany, Stalin began work-*
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e Russlan

ing. for alliances with the
imperialist rulers of France
and Britain to save Russia
from Hitler's armies. He
ordered the communist par-
ties to form class-collabora-
tionist alliances with liberal
capitalist politicians willing
to ally with Russia. These
alliances became known as
popuiar fronts.

The Sialinist parties, in
alliapce'with the liberal capi-
talists, kept the workers'
struggles firmly within the
bounds of capitalism. (n
Spain, this policy led to the
defeat of the Spanish Revo-
lution and the victory of
fascism. During World War
11, Stalin disbanded the Third

PO Box 562

- ) ‘New York, NY 10036

NATIONAL OFFICE

class. and no other class,
could save humanity from
famine, fascism and war It
opposed every form of
political collaboration with
the capitalists, inciuding the
Stalinist  popular fronts.
It warned — correctly — that
Stalin's strategy, which tied
the workers hand and foot to
their capitalist oppressors,
would end by dragging the
working class into a second
world war,

Although its numbers
were small, the Fourth Inter-
nationalrwas now the world
party of socialist revolution.

_l#included  sections™ from
Russia, China, Vietnam,
South Africa, several Latin

tential to grow into a
nternational waorkers’
ation.

potential was
d. Trotsky him-
as: murdered by a
t assassin in 1940.
of Trotskyists
Russian prison
ps. Hundreds more were
by both the Stalinists
1d * the: fascists during
orid War 1. ‘Within a few
‘years of ‘its founding, the
most experienced leaders of
- the Fourth International were
ad ¢

helr s&’ccessors were un-

over the world
e end of the war,

and set up as
capitalist reg
The new : Iea ers of the

Fourth International tried to
apply Trotsky's predictions
to the changing world situa-
tion. But they lacked the
Marxist training and ex-
perience in the-class strug-
gle needed to develop a‘revo-
lutionary strategy. They be-
came demoralized and disor-
iented in the wake of the
post-war defeats of the work-
ers' movement. They began
to turn away from the revolu-
tionary program of the
Fourth International.

Trotsky erred
on Russia

A fundamentai reason for
this decay was Trotsky's
theoretical error on the na-
ture of Stalinism. Trotsky
correctly believed that the
Stalinist bureaucracy in Rus-
sia was a capitalist force
which would overthrow the
Russian workers’ state. But
he thought this process
would be completed only
when the Stalinists disman-
tied the government-owned
industry in Russia and di-
vided it among individual
capitalist property-owners.
He did not recognize that by
1938 a new state-capitalist
ruling class based on control
of nationalized property had
consolidated itself in Rus-
sia. He continued to see
Russia as a workers’ state,
even though he admitted the
workers had no control over
the government. Conse-
quently he defended Russia
until his death.

Trotsky's
predictions wrong

Since Trotsky didn't un-
derstand the class nature of
the Stalinist regime, he mis-
took it for a weak bureau-
cracy with no real chance to
survive the pressure of the
world war. He predicted that
either the imperialists would
invade Russia and restore
capitalism, or the workers
would overthrow Stalin and
lead a revolutionary struggle
against imperialism. But his
predictions proved . wrong.
The Russian ruling class
emerged from the war as a
world power second only to
that ‘of the U.S.

in spite of all this. the
leaders of the Fourth Inter-
national clung bflindly to
Trotsky’s analysis of Russia.
But they could not explain
how a degenerating Stalinist
bureaucracy could achieve
such successes. Conse-
quently, Miche] Pablo, a
lsader of the Fourth Intei-

(Continued on page 17}
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(Continued from page 10)

ism—a new name which
would permit them to take
off the “socialist” mask,
finally--acknowledging . in a
cyrical manner, that they
werg in error. This “tactical
change,” in reality, ‘met with
..[thel ged to] justify, sup-
port ‘and defend with extra-
ord{ y viru['hce the “tacti-

cal alliance” with the bour-
geoisie represented by “the
Twelve.”

~In the face of their inabil-
ity to lead the struggle of the
Nicaraguan worker
the paths of socialisr
“old commanders” of the
“old days" of the CCLN
decided, one more time, to
change their name, falling

-
=
@

gle to overthrow capitalism
and  construct a  socialist
soclety.

~“Qver 60 years ago, Emma
Gold a leading anar-
inist, ‘opposed

Nazi Bookstore

{Continued from page 5)

stop the Nazis. However,
they can hold back the
working class from carrying
out this task.

To fight against this dan-
ger, all organizations and
individuals who are serious
about building a militant
working-class struggle
against the Nazis have to
unite. United action will ac-
complish three things. First,
no singte left organization is
large enough or has enough
support in the working class
to defeat the Nazis indepen-
dently. As the Nazis grow,
this will become increas-
ingly true, especially given
the protection the fascists
‘get from the cops. A united
front of the most militant
anti-fascist fighters would
open greater opportunities
for dealing the Nazis set-
backs. -

Second, the liberals and
their sypporters have the
organizatiori and resources
to make themselves look like
a serious alternative in the
anti-fascist fight. United ac-

tion on the part of ail mili-
tant forces would show
workers that there is a viable
alternative to the liberals’ re-
liance on the cops, courts
and union bureaucrats.

And lastly, united action
would increase the confi-
dence of all revolutionaries
and militants to carry on the
anti-Nazi fight. The refusal
by various organizations who
claim to want to destroy the
Nazis, to work out a com-
mon strategy and tactics
weakens the anti-Nazi for-
ces. When workers see that
different groups fighting for
the same things can work
together. they will be more
eager to join in the struggle.
Therefore, we are calling for
a series of on-going united
fronts to fight the Nazi;
wherever they raise their
heads.

The failure of all uncom-
promising anti-Nazi for.ass
to unite is already beginning
to be told in blood on
Detroit's west side. And it is
the workers' biood that s
being shed. We must umge
to. smash the Nazis now!Dd

this time to the most degen-
erate leve!l of petty-bour-
geois popuiism by allying
with UDEL (Union of Demo-
cratic Liberation)—whom
they accused in 1975 of sell-
ing out to Yankee Imperial-
ism—and by dissolving
themselves totally in'a strat-
egy of bourgeois-religious
struggle, blocking the devel-
opment of the revolutionary
potential of the Nicaraguan
workers, promoting anti-
communist ideas with re-
spect to the revolution in
Nicaragua, and collaborating
with Yankee Imperialism.

Among the characteristics
that distinguish the FAA,
appear the following facts.
The FAA:

*is not a revolutionary
Marxist organization;. .

=does all on the

that
ould.create work-
without the work-
ising up and seizing
staté - power. In 1851, the
International accepted this
anti-Marxist idea. Trotsky,
who devoted his life to the
cause of workers’ revolution,
would have spit on this
betrayal of his life's -work.

This marked the collapse
of Trotsky's Fourth Inter-
national.

In 1952, Pablo carried his
theory a step further. He

lst,

that their
solve that

them (o hope
enemies  will
which only the workers
themselves, through their
conscious and organized ac-
tions, under a revolutionary
leadership, can solve;

sdoes not have as its ob-
jective assisting the over-
throw of the Tapitalist sys-
tem of exploitation and the
triump#rof a socialist revolu-
tion in Nicaragua.

The events of October
1977, in Nicaragua marked
the initiation of a new stage
in the process of the class
struggle. ..For the “oppo-
sition” bourgeolsie. .there
is the clear need for a “unifi-
cation of all democratic
forces to save the country.”
For this they propose a “na-
tional dialogue” with the dic-
tator Anastasio Somoza De-
bayle.

For the rising proletariat,
their education and organi-

< zation Into a revolutionary
vanguard, based on a pro-
gram of struggle in which
there would be no room for a
“tactical alliance" with the
forces ‘of the bourgeois re-
action. . . presented itself as
the order of the day.

concluded that to overthrow
capitalism, the workers did
not really need a revolution-
ary International. Instead,
‘they should join the Stalin-
social-democratic, or
middie-class nationalist or-
ganizations, and push their
leaders to make “defcrmed”
revolutions.

Some sections of the In-
ternational, including the
Socialist Workers Party in
the U.S., drew back from
Pablo’s conclusions and split
away in 1953. But they
supported Pablo’s basic
claim that workers' states
can be created without the
active and conscious strug-
gle of the working class.

Today many so-called
Trotskyist groups, including
the Soclalist Workers Party,
claim they are the Fourth
International. Despite their
claims, all these parties
trample on the revolutionary
heritage of Marx, Engels.
Lenin and Trotsky. They
reject the revolutionary role
of the working class and
look,for some other force to
take its place. Thus they
continue to defend the state-
capitalist ruling classes’ in
Russia, China, Eastern Eu-

FEND THE SANDINISTAS FOR SOCIALISM!

However, this task which
shouid be obvious to all
revolutionaries, was under-
stood by some as “some-
thing which would require
much time and would dis-

tract from the struggle
against Somoza.”
But not everyone was

stumbling around and giving
up in this conjuncture of the
Nicaraguan revolutionary
movement Abroad, the
emergence of the Sandi-
nistas for Socialism in Nica-
ragua in Los Angeles marks
the first step in the direction
of the preservation and de-
fense of the interests of the
Nicaraguan proletariat

Based on the teachings of
Marxism-Leninism, the SSN
says no to class collabora-
tion, breaks with the forces
of petty-bourgeois procrasti-
nation, and prepares itself to
continue the struggle for
socialism. it criticizes and
exposes those who, invoking
the name of the Nicaraguan
people, in reality fight to
deny the people the chance
to be the force who. .over-
throw the capitalist state and
seize power in Nicaragua.
agn

—Nicaraguan correspondent

International Party

rope and Southeast Asia.
They look to middle-class
tforces, like nationalists, stu-
dents or labor bureaucrats 1o
lead the struggle. By doing
so, they smear the revolu-
tionary meaning of Trotsky-
ism in the eyes of waorkers
around the world

Build a new

international
party

The Revolutionary Marxist
League in Jamaica. West

Indies. and the Revciution-
ary Soctalist League in the
U S. are fighting to bui 2
new World Party of Social-
ist Revolution based on the
principles of Marx, Lenin
and Trotsky. We begin where
they began, with the con
viction that the liberation
the working class must be
the task of the workers them
selves. The workers must
build revolutionary parties in
every country lo smash the
capitalist class throughout
the world. They must over-
throw the Stalinist regimes
which are only a new form ot
capitalist oppression. Work-
ers of all countries. unite!t
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