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US. STEPS UP WAR PLANS

As the face-off between U.S.
imperialism and the Iranian people
continues, the U.S. ruling class is
trying to milk the situation for
everything itis worth. For all their
phony tears and angry denunciations
of the Iranian students and Khomeini,
the imperialists aren’t primarily
concerned with the hostages,
international law, peace or any of the
other “good things” they profess to

(Continued on page 5)

1, first 'aay of Islamic

By PAUL BENJAMIN

MOUNTS

See page 14

'BIG STEEL
ANNOUNCES
BIG LAYOFFS

See page 3

On December 2, the 29th
day after the takeover of the
U.S. embassy in Tehran,
voting began on a new con-
stitution for Iran. The con-
stitution, which is supposed
to set up an “Islamic Repub-
lic,” actually creates a dic-

tatorshlp for the Ayatollah
Ruhollah Khomeini and his
advisors. [t establishes a
Faghi, or supreme religious
leader, who will have ulti-
mate authority over the lran-
ian state. As the constitution
goes into effect, Khomeini
will be granted this post for

life. As Faghi, he will also

Az " is guarding TV station they took over in Tabriz.

"CAPITALISM IN CRISIS

Part 2: The Contradlctlons Deepen

See page 12

o

‘is that no one,

Iran Explodes;
- Mass Protests
Sweep Country

get the command of the
army, control of the judi-
ciary, and the power to
dismiss an elected president
at will, In addition, the con-

- stitution sets up a 12-person

Council of Guardians, haif of
them handpicked by Kho-
meini, which can veto any
laws passed by the proposed
national assembly.

But while Khomeini

' dreams of a centralized is-

lamic state in lran, the truth
not even
Khomeini, has been abie to
impose “order” on the lran-
ian people. National minori-
ties are rebeiling against
Khomeini’s rule. The econ-
omy is near collapse. The
central goverament is a hol-
low. sheli in 'which rival
cliques of religious and po-
litical feaders battie it out,
while the country disinte-
grates. The stage is set for.

(Continued on page 6)
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detectives
touch with
ex

y begun with m Also,
he stated that if | thought |
going to get any aid
going to the chief of
‘police, | was crazy. And this
was quoted to me  (not
. ctly). The Klansman
- said, “Heath (the chief of
ohce) has been with the
X The

ion

- After bdce{mg ihe |
onstrators marched inte
iobby of the US.
building chanting  We
jobs!” and We want
erick!”” (U.S_  Steel ¢
man). The company ref
to send a representati
speak to the sieeiwork

U.S. Steel claims th
plants are being ciosex
cause of 1) competit
“anfairly priced imp‘sg

2} the cosis ef, "ex

_epvironmental reguiatis

These explanations
stand up o examinatic
Since 1978, the U.S.
érnment has protectsc
mestic companies from
eign competition thr
the trigger-price lav
U.S. companies. oS
which produce sieeﬁ for
than domestic
subjectio a gizd
automatically

do even worse
Blaming the
environmental



i1l do not o help the
~ tens of thousands of steel-
workers who will To
jobs | before they get to
tirement age. =
The conference limited its
demands around the clos-
ings to two points: 1) The
_unjon must be given one
year's notice of intent to
close a plant; and 2) steel-
workers who lose their jobs
- due to plant closings may
transfer their pensions if
‘they get hired by another
. _company covered by the
- Basic Steel Agreement.
If a fight over jobs is to be
aged, it must start by steel-
workers organizing - them-
selves. Future issues of the
orch/La Antorcha will'carry
reports from our supporters
in the steel mills on efforts
to wage that fight and to
prevent what could be the
wholesale destruction of the
steel workforce. .

plants; Gary
field Works, da




imperialism as
nemy. The SWP
: lies wisely decided

o carry out their

ests of U.S. imperialism &

p Vietnam”—in order

to be better able tc fight

The SWP made an open
alliance with these people.
They invited them into the
anti-war  movement,  and
gave them a platform from
which to speak to the large
anti-war marches and the
movement as a whole. The
SWP worked to build up the

- credibility ‘of these liberals,

painting them as “true an

war activists” precisely at a
time when thousands of
people were starting to see
‘through U.S. capitalism's
liberal facade. The SWP
made it its main business tc

~ “police” the anti-war move-

ment for the liberals, trying
to keep radical and revolu;
tionary ideas and proposais
out and the movement
ited to programs and a

ties acceptable to their allies

— the liberal politicians

The result was that
liberals retained control
the anti-war moveme
Much of th:




autside: San An-
, “for ‘safe-
u.s. imperial-

patriotic hysteria in order to

justify a military build-up

ssibly,.a mlmary in-
lran

S. imperialists have

represen’tnd asigni

back in the struggle to
aLeninist revolutionar
in the U.S.

Today, these same issues
are coming to the fore cnce
agajn. The U.S. ruling ctass

or elsewhere—will. sool
fought.in thé interests:
imperialist profit and plun-
der The SWP is making Hs

clear as well. Desp te
“to  learn  some:
ns, the SWP is demon-
. “strating -it “will foliow -the
“ same path of treacherous
opportunism it has foilcw@f‘

USS Kitty Hawk, now in Arabian Gulf.

more people turned against
what they saw as a losing
and pointless war that was
responsible for economic
and social problems and was
wasting .a lot of innocent
lives. Along with Watergate;
Vietnam made it more and
more difficult for the impe-

- rialists to defend their em-
pire in the ways they were.

mperialists to get away with
ctually invading other coun-
ies to maintain or -install

dldnt like this,
wasn't: much they
ould do about. it except to

¥ pretend to be for “peace”

and’'“human rights,” while
they waited for the appro-
priate time to try to regain
the initiative.

‘The 'lranian crisis is the
ohance they have been wait-
ing for. To a degree, they

‘have been. successful in

¢reating an international and
domestic climate that would
support or at least accept
direct U,S. military interven-
tion. .

Bu woukd be a mistake
tor the imperialists to count

,then chickens too soon. De-

spite the overtime efforts of
the . capitalist’ press, politi-
E bureaucrats,
of other pillars of
many pecple

aren’t buying U.S. imperial-

ism's phony line. This is
most . true mtcmatsonaj!y

of U.S. ;mpaﬁ-

alism are cheering the iranian
people’s open defiance of
the U.S. Foilewing the take-
over in Teheran, U.S. embas-
sies were stormed in Paki-
stan. Libya, india. Kuwait
and the Philippines. in addi-
tion, the ability of the iranian

people. to focus worldwide -

attention on ‘the crimes of
U.S. imperalism and s
puppet, the shah, has further
increased anti-imperialist
sentiment. “

Not surprisingly. thereis a
great deal more pro- impena!
ist sentiment in the U.S. 1
selt, However. while much ot
the middle class has been
taken in by the flag-waving
patriotism, a ot of working-
class people are not swal-
lowing the lie that protecting
the shah is a matter of
“truth, justice and the Amer-
ican .way.”" Many workmc~
class people have not forgat-
ten Vietnam. wrere S0NS,
brothers or friends died to
détennd the profits of U.S
corporations. Many, as they
learn just who the butcher
shah is—and what he has
done--are not anxious to
fight and die in de
his torture, mass rnumer and
stolen riches.

Sameenemyin
Iranand U.S.

Equally important, the
working class is feeling the
tightening pinch of the econ-
omy, particularty the unem-
ployment and inflation that
is eating away at paychecks
Over 110,000 autoworkers
are out of jobs, steel plants

- are closing down and essen-

tial services are being

" slashed in most cities: As a

result, working people are
becoming increasingly aware
that the-U.S. ruling class—
the same peopie screaming
about violations of interna-
tional law and human rights
in iran—has launched an of-
fensive to force them to pay
for the economic crisls.

the dectine of
economic or
building fi
part of

the world won't be able to
save the imperialists from

ist L‘eagué
NY 10036

ks




November
strate the

e the confronita-

trying b
tion with the U.S. to unite

the Iranian people behind
his actual influence

~appears to be declining.
Workers and small shop-

keepers, for example, are be-
ning to question his, in-

tentions. Masoumeh Akbar-
zadeh, who runs a grocery -

store in the “City of Tin," the

~ poor working-class district
_in Tehran, said: “We are Teh-

ran’s zero class. We have
done what he (Khomelini}
has asked us—we have voted
for his constitution. Now
will he give us what we

_want—a more decent life?”

members of the Rev-
nary Council are criti-

'cizin,'g him openly. On De-

cember 1, Bani-Sadr accused
Khomeini and Ghotbzadeh
of undermining negotiaticns
to end the embassy crisis,

and called for immediate re-

lease of the hostages. And
on December 11, .it' was an-
nounced that the Ayatoliah
Hossein Lahouti, a member
of the council, commander
of the Revolutionary Gue:sd,
and a popular herc of the
struggle against the shab
had resigned his postin s

Black workers in /
{South Africal are st
heavy blows to the

- apartheid system in its
~ vulnerable - spot—basi

dustry; which forms
heart of the South A
economy.

On October 30, al

Thozamile Botha spea
Behind him {right} Fo

' Black workers at the
Motor
dale plant in



‘governmet might release

rema mng shouid
Like ‘his prede-
1bzadeh isiook-

its head. The governmert
has aliowed the Tmor
(Commumst) Party,
Hezb-e Kargan-e Sosmvs[
(HKS—Socialist Workers
Party d other groups 0
Sum pubhcatnon of their
ew, papers It ‘has-released
6 of 14 HKS militants im-
soned since last spring.
nd it has allowed groups
{ike the Marxist-Leninist Fg-
dayee to organize public
anti-imperialist demonstra-
tions.

But none of these groups
is callmg on the workers and
peasants to form their own
political party and fight for
socialist revolution in Iran
The Tudeh Party g!veS
blanket support -to Kho-
meini. The HKS, which
supported by the Socialis
Workers Party in the U.S.
covering up the truth abou
Khomeini'sireactionary co™"
stitution, saying oniy that

is

made by - the
While the party cailed
vote: agamst the .const
ion, it condemned the

The  Marxist- Lf:ﬁ "‘ ist
"'dayee are in political

“ment _a surrender to Biack

_simply for a “bett
imperialist struggle
‘th

Ford also agreed

strikers ‘for the

they were out
But  the = Black « worke

didn't ‘win a comp&ete

tory. The whites who work

for  Ford called a protest
meeting, calling. the settle-

pressure. At.the meeting,; a
white supervisor made a
number of racist comments.

So the Black workers.

walked -out once again, de-
manding apologies from the
whites as well as the trans-
fer of the racist supervisor.
They also raised objections
to_the mostly-white super-

visory staff. who are ex- .
tremely racist. :

The . whites refused to
apologize -and two. more
walkouts fellowed. At this
point, Ford, which'had lost a
production total . of 1,000
cars due to the walkouts; set

out to bust the strikes. They

ordered the strikets back to
work by noon of November
25, and said that anyone who
didr't return would be con-
sidered to have quit. When
the Biack workers.-ignored

war.could break out between

the oppressed nationalities
and the central government.
Confrontations may escalate

between the workers and
urban poor on one side, ‘and.

the capltahsts and. central
government on the other. Or
a slrongm n._may emerge

r is already on the
scene: Rear-Admiral Ahmed
Madani, commander of the
Iranian Navy and governor-

in riot police: who
ft the plant gates.

general of. Khuzestan prov- -

ince.. Both the Christian
Scierice Monitor and the
Wall Street Journal have
already singled out Madani
as a possible "'new shah” for
iran. The Journal in particu-
lar praised his ruthless
crushing of an Arab revolt in
Khuzestan last summer as
an example of the kind of
policy it thinks is needed in
Iran.

There is also a growing
threat that iran could be-
come a battleground for the
U.S. and Russia in their im-

perialist rivalry for control of
the Middie East. The U.S.
has threatened military ac-
tion against lran, and has
massed a 21-ship fleet in the
Arabian Sea off the tranian
coast. Russia, which is re-
ported to have 23 army divi-
sions along its 1,000-mile
common border with lran, is
threatening ‘‘grave conse-
quences” if the U.S. inter-
venes.

It was the workers, the

#urban poor, and the peas-

ants themselves who over-
threw the shah. But instead

of seizing their victory with

both . hands, the lranian

people allowed power to slip

into. the hands of dema-
gogues like Khomeiniy Shar-

jat-Madari, and their cronies.

If Iran is to be saved from a

new shah, or' totai disinte-
gration, the working class

must take the lead of ali the
oppressed people and fight
to put state power in its own
hands. Otherwise the Iranian
people face the threat of
fascism, civil war, or death
at the hands of the imperiai-
ist powers, [

Strike Against Apartheid

walked off the job to protest
the . firing of two Black
- workers: -and to- demand
union recognlition. The com-
~_pany responded by firing all
the strikers. The Ford and
_General Tire workers have
_been mesting together to
_plan further " actions. On
November 29, they held a
solldarlty rally, which 1,000
workers altended.
lly, the workers mad

chanted
‘ngawethu!”—the

. but they
aVe their own organi-

s or_use their power at .

the Black working

- spearheading the ~

freedom struggle.

was preceded by an increase
in the strength and number
of Black unions.. Up until
recently the only legal un-
fons were associations of
whites which bargained for
increased benefits and priv-
ileges for the whites at the
direct expense of the Blacks.

But as tens of thousands
of Black workers - formed
illegal unions, companies

. were forced to bargain with

them. The apartheid govern-
ment | got nervous. They
couqht to regain control by
allowing Black unions if they

registered with the govern-
ment, But the rulers' plans
have not been working out.
-Many Black unions. includ-
ing the United Automobiie.
Rubber and Atlied Workers
Union that the General Tire
and Ford strikers beiong t
have refused to register

Black workers have the
power not only to free Azania
from apartheid, but from the
capitalist systern it sup-
ports. The strikes in Port
Elizabeth are a si
are organizing to
power.

Settlement in Zimbabwe—
Will It Last?

The British ruling class's
attempt to undermine the
national liberation struggle
in Zimbabwe through an im-
perialist settlement has tem-
porarily succeeded. On De-
cember 5 British Foreign
Secretary ' Lord - Carrington,
who has been conducting
the negotiations, announced
agreement on arrangements
‘for a cease-fire between the
Patriotic Front (PF), which
has been leading the nation-
al liberation struggle, and
Bishop. Abel Muzorewa's re-
gime. Agreement on a con-

stitution and a transitional -

" bloc with right-

government to organize new
elections in Zimbabwe had
been reached in earlier dis-
cussions.

In brief, the settiement
states that Muzorewa wiii
resign as Prime Minister and
Zimbabwe will temporarily
revert to its former status.as
a British colony. ‘A British
governor will preside over a
transitional government in
- which representatives of the
Patriotic Front wifl be al-
lowed to participate ai
with representatives of the
Muzorewa regime ’
In  return, PF leaders
Joshua Nkomo and Robert
Mugabe have surrendered to
British demands for a settie-
ment that protects the power
and privileges of the white
minority ruling class in Zi-
mbabwie.. For instance, al-
though whites are only four

©percent of the population,

they are guaranteed 20 per-
cent of the seats in parlia-
ment, and waouid be able ta
ving  Black
politicians like Muzorewa to
mairtain control of the col
fry. Morecver. the constitu-
tion promises that whites:
who own 50 percent of the
tand, will be able to keep
most of it, while receiving
ample compensation for any
property natronaéfzed by the
government,

it remains to be seen how
the, British diplomatic tri-
umph ‘will “affect the rea:
balance of power in Zimba-
bwe. PF forces are pouring
into Zimbabwe from.bases n
Zambia and Moz a{nbaage

“side ds hke?y o peacetully

accept defeat in the eisction,
and a reaewaz o? the war is

fikely.
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al. .
U.S. out of Vie-
nd March of 1978.




ot jumped off here in Pontiac

s one prisoner got in another prisoner's

him by mistake and boom, before | knew:
two men were stabbed and at Ieast 15

lame the prisoners; it's the same tension
hey still haven't done anything

he money the state has given,

s. The conditions here are still

are over 1,900 prisoners

o0 hold 1,200. So we live *
causes a lot of problems : o
n hardly walk in the cell’
ellie.
:as boomed with gas and

see for all this harassment is so the
like July 22, 1978, again. And now
_these towers, they just want the chance
wn like dogs.
y | enjoy readlng the Torch.- And that
 t

excerpts from his  book
Attica. :
. “A good inmate is one
‘who makes no trouble for the
institution. He may dro ‘what-
ever he wants, as
i
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Company Fails to Stop Garment Workers .

lly organized. The five-month-old
union organizing drive at Glydons is
rt. of .this movement.

As electxcm day neared the boss at

‘of new people
hey would be 'uncontaml-
‘th

organizers _claiming they
y belng laid off for.lack of
it-tis illegal- o fire .
i ivity, - the -

Ahe

. Glydons worke
omclaks cﬁrry away; ballot boxes.

diately - picket the NLRB. At a
maetmg that'night; the union did not

- Inside the shop, the

it that if you're as little

Jate more than twice,

v'and use of a “suspected
inogenic drug”—although, of

& up in favor of the -three that

ided three. ) B
his'was not ehough, however,-in
nagerént's attéempts to stop
Workers from organizing to defend
jves. They had to go a step

“unauihorized
re;except such

jecting the
n Bndge WOrke’s :
There has been a maj
managemem S harassment gomg on

P

tmue until people can become orga—
e 1

mébargammg agent
or the “result  of “‘management’s:
harassment camipaign. one worker,
Brian Detloff of depai
been framed.and disc|
. ragsment of Detloff started when.
‘began to organize- co-workers fo
class on numerical control  tec
nology -and what its impact on cur’
. jobs wiil be: Hé was tel ling workers-
‘that the erical “gontroi - tech-
rysler'is introducing
inate jobs

the struggle tos win
ite wdrkers.
——PB & WF

strike the company or at least imme-

ning work discipline, A-

e firing of another worker who -

p ut.on management and as a
t, they brought back .the sus- .

B will have.  th

em nstmte in front of factory. Upper nght corner: NLRB

you're fired.

Glydons will be closed for two
weeks over the holidays. When the
workers come back they wili have to
continue the fight to get their union.
So far. neither the attacks from the

boss, nor the legalistic stailing from
the NLRB, have demoralized or
confysed the workers. There is every
indication that they will stick to-
gether and go on to victory.

Harassment

distribution, during non-work!
time in non-working areas as is pro-

‘ tected by the National Labor Reila-

tions Act.” Detiotf was charged with
vioiating this and was fired—for dis-
tributing union-related ieaflets, in
the cafeteria, during his break time!
The main reason was because wha!
he was distributing was a leafiet that
was opposed to the nationai contract
agreement called “Revolutionary
Autoworker.”

Management's actlicns against
Detloff are a direct infringement of
Detloff's and all workers' freedom of
speech, freedom of press, and the
right to assemble and organize. it is
important that as many individua
and groups of workers as possi
get involved and pressure the fo
and national u ad
bring back Detict E
has been tired or suspended with full_
seniority and back pay. The company
is going to use this firing as a threat
to be#t down all militant shop floor
organizing at Chwstér Detroit T

plant. This militancy is the type of

union leadership-and the type of

polificat struggie that wiil be needed
- in order to save our jobs and Reep the

company ftrom driving down gur
living standards )

If the comp:
firing Detloff b
workers orgam

Managemem wﬁ'\ts [ele
over us. And they are t
Detloff and harass the rest of us into
submission.

In a time wh
economy is gouﬂ




total

bankruptcy and 2

ta rally in Nicaragua. Todny, the US. e ilihoos b of tro
Y with a proposal for an American

When Cyrus Vance went to the 04
he couldn t even muster one other

to invade Cuba in 1961, to name a few
And of course the U.S. masterminded

_ right-wing coups, assassinations

similar moves in dozens of coun

his has changed a gres

ay, the U.S. would have g lo! '
_ of trouble invading Nicaragua. in fact.

shen Vance went to the OAS QO'*am—
ion of American States) meeting o7
in the spring with a

snah and it caa
a pm—U.S.

ote,

ent implement. certain polic
wnditions for further loans.

You'll -have the same situation as
#hen a country borrows from the
‘dternational Monetary Fund (IMF).

ies as

s to borrow money from the iMF '
1§ IMF in turn tells the government
‘Ppiement certain policies. all

4 hrch a:}c up ’m steumng up t?ve ex-




" what to do.
When the. economy is prosperous,
: it

cies, which shore
during the 19305
1960s—had .

‘he need to :mpose “orde
the workmq class and ‘the Camta[astf
class’ itself will lead to the enlarge
ment of the state apparatus and an
increase in ﬁs role in soclety. This wili
take place despne the fact that the
‘capitalist class at the. moment s
leaning toward laissez-tafre policies,
that 1s, away from stale int Pwemion.
Eventually the needs of the system, as
it gets deeper and deeper Into crisis,
will override  lthe capitalists' present
desires.

Mfddle class
polarizes

As the state grows, so will the role
yers that are clcsely tied tg
‘These layers make up what is
known as the middie class
The middle class, made up
‘dociors, lawyers and other professic
Is,” man gers, supervisors and t:Jv
‘reaucrats in ‘banks, corporations and
us - organizations,” middie level
government employees, piays an im-
portant role in the day to day running
of capitalism. In many ways, they
actually keep the machine runnir
they staff the corporate bureau-
cracy, the state bureaucracy, the labor
bureaucracy. as well as play an impor-
tant roie, as professionals and non-
professionals, in the political parties.
Because of this-function, the stale
looms very large in their lives.
"~ As a social” layer, however, the
middle class Is quite unstable. Most
members of the middle class. as in-
. d“fdua\SQ don't have much properly.
and:are not very influentiai. in addi-
ion, the soclal structure of the middie
' el tends to disperse people rather
than unite them. Fidally, -the middie
class is caught between the capitalist
- class at the top and the working class
atthe bottom and gets squeezed when

oW e w







» and not ‘some
e middl




