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Prisoner calls solidarity
at Marion “beautiful”

June, six guys opened fire
on the gun towers with
homemade shot-guns (or so
the administration claims),
and made an unsuccessful

two that jumped on him got

one in the chow hall snapped
to what went down. The next
thing you. know, all the con-
victs—Blacks, whites, and
Chicanos—started throwing

the hacks broke weak in the

soap, toothpaste, etc., pro-
viding we settle down. That's
all we wanted all along. We
told them early in the game

that all we wanted was what,

By ADELE LOHMAN

Hurricane David left thou-
sands dead and hundreds of.
thousands homeless as it
swept across half a dozen
Caribbean isiands.

The storm hit Dominica on
August 29, then rampaged

» Dear Torch: 2 ) |
P ‘ x 1» was transterred last knocked flat on their asses, end. They told us we would across Martinique, Guade-

- e n N N May to Marion. Somewhere and by the time the rest of get hot meals, showers, loupe, the southern coasts -
: . around the beginning of the hacks jumped in, every- paper, pens, envelopes, of the Virgin Islands, Puerto

Rico and the Dominican Re-
public. battering the islands
with 150-mile-an-hour winds.
Hurricane David then lost
force as it moved across
Cuba and toward the U.S.

N.Y., N.Y. 10036
. escape attempt. The gun salt. and pepper shakers, we were supposed to get. By
: towers “pinned them down, sugar containers, plates, the 24th, about 20 people coast. . : -
along with half the people on cups, chairs, tables, or any- had been transferred out. By On Dominica, 60,000 DEO; 2
. the rec yard. Bullets were thing In reach at the pigs. the end of the month, it was ple, out of a population of g
. flying everywhere, and it's Then everyone surrounded up to 24, myself among 81,000, are now h‘Oﬁ‘eieSS-
) [ ; ~ only by luck that an innocent the 10 or 12 screws and told them. Out of the 24, only The capital city O ROS@?-‘:' f
SGXISmrunS dee bystander didn’t get blown them to back up off the guy about 13 of us were charged was. fi ed. Le ‘b‘aﬂaf‘ic .
’ ’ away. It seemed as though they Jumped on for the stab- with rioting, destruction of crop, which is the §S=a"§15
: ; . they were trying to shoot bing. The fear in their faces property, and encouraging economic mainstay. Wask o- H
- : L LS anyone, so long as it was a was extremely gratifying. others to riot. All 13 of us tally destroyed. On neighbor-
under ca ’ta Ism convict. Anyway, when the” Needless to say, they re- were found guilty; givén 60
e - ‘ shooting  finally stopped, leased the guy, and asked days or more in disciplinary
- ‘ - everyone on the rec yard  him (dig that) if he would seg; our commissary ac-
Dear Torch/La Antorcha: _ cultural training, the capital- thought the guys between walk out peacefully. He did, counts  frozen until we
1am writing In responsi _ists have a raady -made the fences were shot, dead, and everyone was locked in agreed to pay for the dam-
a letter in the August/Sep- means to keep women op- or bleeding to death, be- their cells again. ages; and we were all recom-
tember Torch/La Antorcha | 3 g cause they all had blood on But (0 danleend mended for the control. unit.
on "Afrlcans in China fight them, and nobody was mov- ik OF I niabiotthe Id gladly go to the
racism.” DC correctly raised ing. All the pigs did is stand 1L boutd6 odd peoplaiin control unit for a couple of
the pomx that r&oism exists ,arpund for 10 to 15 mlnutei s f.wdle e thelr cells. up, . years if |-had it to do all over
_in Ghina and Rus I lling everyone to go bac sinks, beds. windows, bars, again. It was beautiful. [t
doors, light fixtures, etc., was a perfect display of soli-
set fires, flooded, _and darity. It was one of the few
bombed the pigs out every times in the last five years .
time they came on the range. that I've felt alive. Really now ha,c L
By the 16th, the hole looked alive, - no electricity and, worst of g
like a hurricane passed In struggle, all, no drinking water. Al- S
through. Now, from the 14th [Name withheid] most 90 percent of the coun-
to the 24th we were fed “bag : try’'s crops have been de- ;

capitalists |
. Duripg infancy, b

believe that women's role in
soclety is to serve men.
Remember the story

Adam and Eve and how Eve -
was supposedly made from
Adam to serve Adam? Wo-

men are supposed to serve
men as prostitutes, as wives,
and as wage earners for the
family. Women who work
outside the home have two
jobs,  their home and chil-

dren, and the job. Since

women are seen and treated

“or their p(ivate property By
private property | mean men

presently determine these
inequalities. We must make
our goal a liberated world
society where = everyone's
talents are developed rather
than repressed.

Fight Chauvinism in all its
forms!

~confinement.

uck was gen-
becatise only
ix got hit, and
nly a crease
Al the
mm‘them getting
the razor wire
e fences. ,

ays everyone was.
thelr cells, but things

was the most beautiful thing
‘ve seen in over five years of
During the
noon meal, a guy was al-

- _leged to have walked up to
~ the associate warden, who

was surrounded by a group
- hacks ‘behind the serving

'coumer. and proceeded to

the associate warden

like it was legal. He allegedly.
~ hijt him three or four times

before the hacks regained
their senses {and only then
because the knife broke off
in the pig). Well, the first

lunches;” we didn’t have
running water; no showers;

. No rec; no soap; no tooth-

paste or toothbrush; no

sheets; no blankets; no bed;

no clothing; in short, we
didn’t have a goddamn thing
except a mattress to lay our
naked butts on. But it was
cool. The pigs kept try-
ing to get us to clean the
place up in return for “some”
of our privileges back. All he
got in answer was a good
cursing out. Eventually; the
pigs came in and cleaned for
four hours,

Sometime around the 20th
they hit us with the tear gas.
But it backfired on them. We
yelled over to the convicts in
the control unit that we were

~ being gassed, so they

started tearing their cells
and TVs up. So they were
forced to move us to I-Block
{we were in G-Block because
i-Block had just been re-
modeled from the last riot).

- Once in I-Block everyone
started tearing it up. This

went on for a few days, but |

TORCH
gets worn
outat
Somers

Dear People:

" I would like to be on"your
list of subscribers.

. I'have a copy of Torch, the
April t5-May 14, 1979 issue
that is totally worn out from
being handed back and forth
between my cell, and other
cells here in Segregation.
We have been discussing the
articles, and our one Span-
ish ' Brother, who speaks
almost no English has been
able to participate because

~ of the Spanish translation.

We will really appreciate

‘and make use - of future

issues of Torch.
Sincerely yours,
RS

Somers, CT

stroyed. A second tropical
storm hit a couple of days
later and prevented any relief
from reaching the stricken
areas.

Victims are
poorand
working people

A hurricane is nothing but
bad weather, and every ch
knows you can't do anything
about the weather. But there
are two kinds of weather:
one kind for the rich and
another kind for the poor. In
Santo Domingo or in Miami
Beach. the capitalists and
the politicians who serve
them have stone houses.
where they can be dry and
snug while they sit and talk
about the weather. Mean-

C
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as men's ‘private stock.” 3
men feel it is their right to Comradely, :
decide, influence, and judge Lisa Lemel
who women date. Through  Chicago G|
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S.F. 28 face heavy charges 16 Editorials
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_Church of San Cris!obal'
~ became a tomb im' 300 who
sought refuge.

: : - : March on Washington. . . August 8th
African students in Shanghal were de!amed for “msulhng : Brigade Defense Committee = . _
. Chinese women.”
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‘of the world. To the stricken
ands in the Caribbean the
rm was the worst disaster
the cenlury. But as tcng
as it.didn't threaten the U.S
i1 wasn't a headline story. It
‘didn't even make the regular
TV news—they ran it as part

of the weather report.

When the .storm ‘moved
toward: ‘Cuba, the media’
showed some concerp, but
not about the Cuban people;
they didn't ‘even mention
them. An important U.S.
‘possession was in danger:
the Guantanamo naval base,
a base that Yankee imperial-
ism needs 1o keep ifs controi
of the Caribbean. Only when -
David menaced the valudble
resort area of Miami Beach
did the imperialists get ex-
cited. They took precautions

to protect their property.
Weather tracking stations
worked overtime; an Air

Force piane flew into the eye
of the hurncanp to see where
it was going. Food was
stockpiled; emergency
eguipment stood by. Then
 Hiirricane David became the

top stor, ;" the news. When

mere fuss about
of water that

press maw
a

a great
it wasn't natur
to people. The hur
the homeless and
are Working-class and po
pecple,  Capitalism s to
blame for that. When the
working class takes power
people will have houses that
shelter them in a storm. Only
then will a hurricane be sim-
ply a speii of bad weather ©

'osis us 41 cems to send each paper
t Class mail; the new rate wilt lower.
xgure 10.8.4 Gents a paper, saving

‘hundreds of dollars a. month. But
his means that more than 70C priscners
r 30 states will face délays of up
to. two ‘weeks in gettirg the Torch/La
Antorcha. We deeply regret this step,
since many of these comrades have
been among our most consistent sup-
porters. We hope to return to First.
Class mail as 'scon as our ‘gnanceax‘
situation improves. '

crgant

5 . Nigaragua expels

Botivar Brigade
EATURES

2 our readers write

6 Break the Chains
Reidsville. . Harperanderea'a
Danbury.. In brief

‘Laborin'Struggle AP »
" UFW...Kraco...Teachers: ..In brief .
in Revolution
EiSalvador. . .Zimbabwe. .
'v'ou'}tba*ten .
5 ‘Editorials -
March-on Washington August 8th

became a tomb for 300 who

Bhgade Defense Committe . o
sought refuge.

T . B o ‘ ' . : . SEPTEMBER15-0CTC

s want 10 3o everything possibie to
b I New

s

m}rk ng poca e are -
g hospitat
; prices, ‘and right-wing

- . ‘Airead&
begin
subscri pi;oins by Thir

we ha\w Beeri |

_Church of San Cristobal

Fund Drlve'

such as these on abort ion, lesbian and
cgay rights, and the rights of Jﬁde%
mented workers; Ope .
Ky Kxux Kian - and
ng—but bemg met with growing
resistance.

Now is the time for a |
organization to expand its
make cuthacks beg

fascists :
the Nazis are .
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ners;

cost

ce.’ " August )
s confiscaféed all pens
newspapers from spe

ase-of the Pontiac
must be taken to

.attempted mass legal
fynching; it can be stopped.
If the case lis kept In the
cotrtroom—the enemy’s turf

.—the chances are much
poorer. :

We want to tight “to- fres

the Pontiac Brothers. This is
“part’of the struggle against

the reai criminals—the offi-
cials who run the racist and

. barbaric prison. system, and

the capitalists whose inter-
ests they serve. o

by imphocation,
in prisons th
country. ~
“Prispn Without Stripes”
suggests that life at Waila
W, is free and easy—"A
rison That Prisoners Bun,
you term it—where “Every
day and alf day, most of the
1,400 maximum-securily in-
mates are cut of theirfeil:
MNobody has to work. ¥
ars can do almost anything
they want with thelr free
time....” This is a fantasy.
‘#hat are the facis?

|
i
i
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pork, which Jackson and
several other prisoners can-
not eat. Judge Miller refused
to intervene.

The Pontiac Brofhers and
their visitors are harassed at
Cook County Jail. Visiting
hours and dates are sud-
denly changed, or visitors
are kept out because of "mis-
understandings.” Prisoners
have been denied their recre-
ation time and medical care
they reques!ed At court,
visitors are frisked at the
courtroom door, after being
frisked at the building en-
trance. On August 13,
guards confiscated all pens
and newspapers from spec-

_ tators entering the court- - -

room in the afternoon.
The case of the Pontiac
Brothers must be taken to

the streets and publicized
widely. When masses of

_people are aroused about

this attempted mass legal
lynching, it can be stopped.
if the case is kept In the
courtroom—the enemy’s turf
—the chances are much
poorer.

We want to flght to free
the Pontiac Brothers. This is
part of the struggle against
the real criminals—the offi-
cials who run the racist and
barbaric prison system, and
the capitalists whose inter-
ests they serve.C

Bennie Lenard.

they were talking to me. This
was just their excuse—io
say | did not cooperate. Even
though my wife gave the FBi
my attorney’s name and ad-

dress, the FBI never con- -

tacted him.

“Fight the Sysie'n of Po-
lice Repressmn -is one of
the slogans in your fightback
against the frame-up and the
cover-up. How does this sys-
tem work?

Being a Black man.
in America, this s
doesn’t work for Black
ple ‘and other mino
has to be changed. Wh
police attacked me,
lieved in the courts. Bl
| saw how they wor
came to a conclusion:
system doesn’t work.

Since the judge is keep
the exact date of the trial
in the air, what can Torch/
Antorcha readers do-to st&y
in touch?

You can leave )
-and phone nu
372-5908, and the
nard Support C&

This

The following letter was
‘sent to “Life” magazine in re-
sponse to their photo-essay
on Walla Walla prison. “Life”
portrayed existence at Walla
Walila as all fun and games—
even though there has been
continuous prisoner protest
and resistance to unbearable
conditions and guard brutal-
ity there; even though
guards, shortly before
“Life’'s” articles appeared,
went on a rampage in retalia-
tion for this protest. Current-
ly, Walla Walla is still locked
down; over 40_guards have
been fired; and the ACLU is
preparing lawsuits asking for
immediate injunctive relief
from overcrowding and
guards’ brutality, for dam-
ages for the beatings and
loss of prisoners’ property
after the rampage.

The article “Prison: With-
out Stripes” in your August
issue was a

tion of prison conditions at
the Washington State Penl-
tentlary at Walla Walla

two pictures of gay p
at Walla Walla. *. .
no stigma attached to
grant © homosexual come-
ons,” stated the article. One
photo was of a prisoner who
is a member of an organiza-
tion of prisoners called Men
Against Sexism (MAS). You
failed to mention that MAS
was organized to protect
prisoners at Walla Walla
from brutality—rape, as-
sault, harassment—that
gays and young or passive

prisoners constantly face.
_Nor did you mention the
case of Carl Harp, a Walla
Walla prisoner, a founding
member of MAS and a dedi-

_cated fighter for the rights of

gays and prisoners for years.

. On July 8, Harp was raped

and beaten—not by prison-
ers but by guards—because
of his political activities.
Harp said: “I was shocked
when they raped me—I
couldn't believe it. The pain
was beyond words and then
they beat me until | was ina
daze and could feel no pain,
calling- me” a political pris-
oner and a jailhouse lawyer.”
Left bleeding by guards with
one of- their nightsticks up
his rectum, Harp was hospi-
talized in critical condition
because of this  assauit.
(Harp *has since been trans-
ferred to San Quentin, Cali-
fornia. Reports finally issued
prove he was raped: He has
an inch-long infected lacera-
tion inside his anus, accord-.
ing to attending surgeon Dr.
Eng C. Shaw.) You “forgot”

RSL Denounces
LIFE’s Lies
alla Walla

About w

murder, by some of these

bikets.

_ You didn’t note the fact
that in July of this year, at
least 230 prisoners were
forced to live in Walla Wal-
{a’s outside prison yard for
weeks, while another 1,200
prisoners were kept locked

- down, often four to a bath-~

room-sized cell, while the
temperatures reached 120
degrees (Chicago Defender,
7/24/79).

You also failed to mention
the experience of a Catholic
priest, Rev. Robert Beh, the
chaplain at Walla Walla. In
an article in the Chicago De-
fender on 7/24/73, Beh de-
scribes an incident he wit-
nessed in May of this year

.when "three armed guards

bullied naked inmates during
the aftermath of the prisoner
takeover. He relates that he

* _saw guards “slamming them

[the prisoners] into the wall,

-jabbing  them: ‘with their

sticks, pulling:up on their
handcuffs.” Beh obtained af-
fidavits « from - Walla Walla
prisoners  describing inci-
dents in which guards beat
prisoners, served them milk
with urine, forced them to sit
hatless for days in the sun
until their eyes were swollen
shut. Father Beh, who at
first-did not believe that-sys-
tematic .brutality existed at

the prison, now says: “When -

|'look back on'it, it. seems so
incredible that | didn’t be-

" ther Beh said

, the
reports on
e Rev. Robert
visited five of

[Beh said] ‘they had
badly worked over. One

ad numerous welts and
es on thelr bodies; . ..
he beatings are nothing

g ng on for years. .. .They
_ocan’t claim these guys fell
to doors as they have
med over the years.' Fa-
violence
against prisoners is to blame*
for the problems  at the
pnson

Dangerous drugs
are used in
behavior
modification

- In your articleyou stressed
that drugs are available in

‘the prison, and gave the

impression: “that = everyone
spends his time getting high
and having fun. What you
didn’t mention is that the
‘most common use (abuse)
of drugs is on prisoners by
the administration (at,Walla
Walla and elsewhere). One
of the drugs used is anec-
tine, which simulates death.
The use of this drug by the
CIA in Vietnam .was out-
lawed as a war crime. An-

- other commonly used drug

isapomorphine—an  anta-
buse-based drug, ‘that in-
duces violent vomiting. This

. is used for so-called aver-

sion ‘“therapy.” There are
also. the “psychoiog&cal
straitjackets” of melldril
and thorazine, which cause
prisoners to become little

__-more than zombies while on

the drug (assuming they are
lucky enough not to develop
permanent nervous  system

problems).
You also failed to mention
any of the “regular” forms of
“behavior modification”
used at Walla Walla (and
elsewhere): electroshock,
psychosurgery, such as lo-
botomies, averse condition-
ing, sensory deprivation.
Drugs and behavior modifi-
cation- are administered by
people such as William H.
Hunter (who ran the mental
health unit at Walla Walla
from 1970 to at least 1977).
As this “humanitarian” . put
it: "“I’have broken horses all
my life, and if | can do that, |
can break any man. | would
make it mandatory that all
people sentenced to prison
go through 'my program. . .

But, if after completing. ..

my program, they committed
another offense, they would
be automatically executed

(Voice of Prison, July 1976).”

Your article failed to report
any of this. It was nothing
but a fantasy, intendedvfor
people who have never come
into contact with a prison or
anyone who has done time.
in an accompanying article,
“Is This Any Way to Run a.
Prison?,"” you state: *“.
what dismays penal experts
more is the violence that
continues despite the re-
forms.” The reason for the
continued violence is pre-
cisely because the so-called
reforms mean nothing—they
are used only to hide what
actually ‘takes place behind
the walls—especially the
violence directed at the pris-
oners by the administrators.
You have certainly done your
part in furthering this cover-
up.

Prisons are not
vacations or
summer camps

Prisons are not vacations
or summer camps, Lif
photo-essay notwithstan
ing. Racism, brutality
murder by prison of
are common inside
prison in this country. it
the reason why prison vic
lence continues Peopl@ wi
continue to be i
against their kee
so much violen
them.

These facts speak fc
themselves. But in your c:
pacity as “objective report
ers,"you chose not to prin
them or others like them
Rather, you gave Life readers
a wholly distorted picture of
prison life. Your article is in
tact only a thinly disguised
calil for a "crack down' in the
prisons, for a “harder line,’
for more violence—more
rapes and beatings,
stupefying drugs,
mies, electroshock
-—against prisoners
prison authorities. Instead c‘
calling your magazine Life,
why not.try “Distortions of
Life"—it's a title somewhat
closer to the truth.

Mary Rivers
For the Torch/La Antorcha

Teddy “Tina” Escamilila became the sexual slave of another
prisoner to pro!ect himself from assaults.
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“There is a new whipping boy n our land *
Rosenbergs’ and all ‘respectable’ people
have to cleanse themselves by throwing

stones at us.”
from Julius to Ethel Roscnberg, Dec. 12,
















page 12)
in a jail. cell

ﬂon still have moral auth

= [des,
in the world who have taken
up the:anti- Amerscan voca-

'at Won’t Die

whitle DSOC comes from a  they (Radosh and Stern,

tradition that defines “demo- Weinstein, In These Times,
cratic socialism” as reforms and DSOC) are reliable, pro-
plus' _support to the U.S. U.S. anti-communists who
against Russia. call themselves socialists.
What Stern and Radosh Revolutionaries should

imply in their article (and oppose Radosh and Stern's
what The New 'Republic attempt t& reverse the verdict
states openly) is that the CP on the Cold War. The Rosen-
or- is not really a legitimate part bergs were killed and the left

of thé left, not really a reform persecuted as part of the

socialist force, but is only a U.S. imperialists' drive to
“Russiarf front, a reservoir of dominate the world, nol to
.. spies, a group that cannot be defend freedom. The RSL

trusted. If this attitude be- . does not agree with the CP

came accepted in the left, it (or the Rosenbergs) that
be  would give a big boost to the Russia is socialist. We do
ra political tendency Stern, Ra- not support Russian imperi-
dosh and Weinstein support. alist ambitions. But the is-
It would also help prove to sue is not what the Rosen-
the U.8. ruling ¢lass that = bergs beligved, but that thay

an Be Frea!
Libe! Uon Through Soclalist Revolu!ion

stion Clave por la lzquierda

PAMPIII.ET §$———

iberacién de los Homosexuales

amulca ..... [T el ........ S. 05\

me- Struggle, Samo quht' (Prisoners Messages to the Day of

ber, 1977).iv.cceenens T U RN .....$.35

were innocent victims of the
imperialists’, ‘campaign to
conquer the world.

It is no accident that the
Rosenberg case broke just
as the U.S. began its war to
prevent Korean unification
and. independence. As the
U.S. ruling class prepares
for new imperialist projects,
it will try to destroy the
understanding -of U.S. im-
perialism that was gained by
many in the U.S. during the
Vietnam War. It will try to
mobilize the nation with new

frame-ups, new Rosenberg -

cases, new tales about sub-
versives and spies. Part of
our efforts to fight U.S
imperiaiism, and overthrow
the ruiing class, must be to
keep alive the truth about the
Rosenberg  frame-up, the
truth about “American jus-
tice.” Defend the Rosen-
bergs! .

people to the Torch/ La Antorcha and Forward; we.are. of-

scription.: S
*With an introductory: (three«momh} sub you-get your
choice of our special supplements: “Has China Come Full

Socialist- Revolution.
"The Rise.of State Capitalism” in Enghsh of: Spanish;
ward entitles you to the “State Capitalism” pamphlet; plus

Documents of Struggle:
1f you have been meaning to subscnbe to the Torch/La

_ Antorcha and/or Forward, why not"do it right now-and
take advantage of this Hmited offer? Subscribe nqw'

fering ‘a free pamphlet with” any new- or.ren ed. sub—~,

Circle?” {available.in Spamsh) or *Gay leerahon Through :
s|f you subscribeor enew for. one year we will send’ you

A subscription to both the Torch/La Antorcha and For- -

“your: choice of. any ‘one of our-reprints, pamphlets or .

..._..y.__‘__..__‘...._.‘__,._ e

7 12 issues—$5.00 )
I} Introductory—3 months—$1.00

FR E PAMPHLET

TORCHILa Antorcha
PR]SONéR ~—One year—$1.50 » oo PRISONERS—Free} donations appreciatec
. U.S., CANADA, MEXICC AND PUERTO RICO
1 Introductory—3 months—$1.00

; One year—$5.00

! Supporting-=12-issues—$10 " 73 Supporting—$10.00

S =1~ -~ OVERSEAS (TORCH/La Antorcha only)
77 One year (seamail)—$5.00

3 One year (alrmail)—$12.00

2 CONTHIBUT!ON $ '

- | 'would ke more information ab
Revolutionary Socialist Loague.

Lzip __" " [J Contribution to the Prisoner Lnerét
: (1or free prisoner subs} $

* Please send this biank and check to TORCH, PO Box 562, New Yo,
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