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K eople have been

sau ed in'Buffalo in-less than four

/on hs; two victims were found with
rts cut out. :

were stabbed in one day in New York

City. -
i Crossburnings, f|rebombmgs as-
saults, Klan.and Nazi marches are
sweeping- the country. .

of thousands of people are being
“thrown out of work; wages are bemg
" cut; unemployment for Black youth-is
. 40 percent—or higher.
i s Hospitals are closing; CETA’ pro-
< grams face the ax; food stamp eligi-
" bility is being reduced; communities
are being destroyed.

¢Congress refuses to enforce open

SECCION
EN_
ESPANOL

" housing laws and school
- tion; Other gains, of.the'

- away

-'Why?

Black men and one Latin man _

‘e Plants ‘are closing down and tensv

_“wages, weaken unions,

movement of the '60s are, being taken

The people ‘who run th u
uthe bosses of the corpora C

Iaunchmg a full-scale atta
working and oppressed peo|
capltallst system is in (
cns‘s To attempt.-to save

trymg to lower living stan

‘employment and cut social services.
At the same time, they are increasing
mllltary spending and drafting young
.people.

Their plan is to attack the worst off

sections of the working class first ar}d, )
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t: Big
ensive

On January 7, one month later than originally planned, President-elect Ronald Reagan
com pleted the selection process for the top 18 positions in his administration. A look at the
| 17 men and one woman Reagan chose makes it clear that he not only believes the

- government should act in the interests of the big capitalists, but also believes the big
: capitalists should directly run the government.
- Reagan’s appointées are, on a scale unrivaled since the Eisenhower administrations
of the 1950s, people. from the top echelons of the capitalist class. In fact, the New York

hardest

(Contlnued onpage 12)

acist Attacks!
sht for Jobs,
; and Freedom.

They beheve that Black
people, Latins, women and youth will

be least able .to.fight back. They

believe that if they can attack op-
pressed people successfully, they will

(Contlnued on.page 5) :
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Send letters to:
TORCH, PO Box 1288
New York,

NY 10116

San Francisco
hotel workers
fight for jobs

Comrades, .
Russel Cox, the gay owner
" and manager of the Hotel York
and the Plush Room Cabaret
here in San Francisco, decid-
ed about one and-a half
months ago to fire 10 gay and
non-gay members of the ho-
tel’s housgkeeping staff. Their
supervisor, a Black woman,
walked out in support of her
staff members.

Shortly after, the workers
started picketing every Friday
and Saturday night. They ’re-

- ceived ‘help from members
officials of Liocal 2:of the
“Hotel.and Restaurant Employ-
ees and Bartenders  Union,
supporters of left groups and
members of two gay Demo-
cratic Party clubs. The picket-
ing has slowed down. a lot.
‘lately because of the holidays
but the hote! workers have re-
~ ceived support from- the in-

side; big name entertainers -

‘such as’ Eartha Kitt ‘and Pat

Bond, who were under con-’

- tracts that they could not get
out of, told. their audiences
. about how Cox had treated the
Hotel York 11. ‘Many have

checked ot of the hotel and
others have refused to cross

- the picket line :again.

The reason that Cox gave
for firing his workers was a
. “lack -of work,” at the same
time he was hiring gay Cuban

refugees—<to take their place

atlowerwages. Theemployees.
(slaves) who were fired had

just asked Cox for a raise in -
wages. Just previous to-all of -
this Cox was making his work~- .

ers of the housekeeping staff

work overtime_without over- -

time, pay. One brother had
worked 28 days straight do-
ing, along with others on the

housekeeping staff, such jobs

as cleaning Cox’s car, clean-
ing a neighbor’s back yard and

. cleaning Cox’s basement.
When Mark Hetts, the exec-
utive director of Job Power—
the gay employment services
agency that was referring the
. Cuban refugees to the York—
heard about the refugees be-

ing drawn-into a mass firing
situation, he wrote an angry
letter stating that no more
refugees would be referred to
the York until the labor dis-
pute was over. :

To win the hotel workers'
back pay and reinstatement of
their. jobs, a demonstration

M i mem e

was to,pe held January 9. But-

in case you missed that event,
a fund raiser is to be held at
the Mabuhay Gardens; 433
Broadway, San Franc
8:30 PM on"Janiary’ 20
sored by the Immoral Major-
‘ity. For.details and more infor-
_mation, regarding the  benefit

of infor-

call (‘41%),52“6-1245’;*’ or’ in
mation about the - picketing
times and how the demonstra-
tion was, please call' George at
(415) 673—1360 or Howard ‘at
(415)° 431-1522. :

‘In Comradeéship,

Dear Torch/La Antorcha,
| thought the article by Ron

+ Taber. on Poland {“Can Work-

ers in Poland Win With Reform
Strategy?”} in the November
15-December 14, 1980, issue
was excellent. But | read re-
cently that in Yugoslavia,
strikes over economic issues
are common. Doesn’t this
contradict the point in the
article?

Joe Galanti

Chicago

Ron Taber replies:

You ‘ask whether the fact
that there are so many strikes
in Yugoslavia contradicts what
| wrote in the artitie on why
state-capitalist ruling glasses
can't tolerate freedom to strike
and organize unions. In my
view, the fact that such strikes
occur In Yugoslavia doesn't
really contradict the point |
was making, although it does
mean | should qualify it some-

-what.

More on

) orch/La Antorcha,

.I'm:responding to the editor
and-publisher 6f Sanity Now,
.Roe, for making unquali-
fied statements pertaining to
my letter in the August-Sep-
tember Issue of Torch. (Roe's

_remarks are in the November-
December issue of the Torch).

Aithough 'V.V. Roe's - unpro-
fesslonal, questlonable criti-

- 3 “Chrysleronithe brink*

Soo~Non
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Under some circumstances,
or better put, when state capi-
talism takes certain forms, the
ruling class can tolerate
strikes and some level of inde-
pendent working class strug-
gle. This is when the bureau-
cracy has greatly reduced its
efforts to centrally plan and
direct the economy, when
each plant or enterprise ope-
rates with a high degree of a-
tonomy. In this case, each
plant or enterprise, even
though it Is state-owned,
functions a lot like an inde-
pendent capitalist corpora-
tion. Since rhanagement can
grant some concessions on a
local level without necessarily
getting approval from the cen-
tral planners, the tendency of
strikes to spread and be di-
rected against the state is
much weaker than In an econ-
omy the rulers try to plan
more centrally.

In Yugoslavia, the ruling
class has virtually given up Its

nity Now”~

I want to make a few points

. clear, because Roe sounds

confused or either Rge is
working as an agent for the
state government to disrupt
revolutionary work that is in
progress to educate the op-
pressed, hard working class
peopie and prisoners, politi-
cally to build socialism.

It's quite clear t'hat Roe is
trying to build mistrust be-

. tween RSL, the revolutionary

thinking people and prisoners
inside these walls, with the
statement, “Are you and the
writer supporting the right of
free. speech for nazis and
KKKs?" | or the Torch never
advocated the right of free
speech for Nazis or the Klan—
I made that poitk clear in my
letter. As a matter of fact |

~hever mentioned free speech
for any one—my letter was

pertaining to revolution, who
were able and fit to make revo-

lution, My phrase that was .
‘used for. the headline, “We

Must Defend the Rights of
Everyone,” that phrase was
clearly pointed to defend the
rights of all oppressed people,
and gays are an enormous
part of the masses of people
vgho are” oppressed. - Revolu-
tionary working class and -all
oppressed people wliil be the

vanguard of the revolution, a’

Soc!alist Revolution. Roe’s
tactics to confuse the readers
of Torch was very unsuccess-
ful, and | thank the Yorch for
exposing this reactionary.

For the Revolution,
Reginald Frank

Can state-capitalist
regimes tolerate strikes?

attempts to have central pjan-
ning. Each firm operates with
a very high degree of auto-
nomy, including, | believe, the
right to buy and sell from
whatever other plant it wants,
etc. The central bureaucracy
draws up only the sketchiest
economic plan; they lay out
broad targets rather than spe-
cific, detailed quotas. Yugo-
slavia Is a lot more open than
other state-capitalist soci-
eties; there is a considerable
amount of free trade, the bor-
ders are relatively easily
crossed, etc. The workers sup-
posedly have some say in how
each firm or plant is run, but
this doesn’t amount to much,
given 1) the lack of rights to
form independent unions and
political organizations; and 2)
the fact that the piants/enter-
prises are virtually forced to
do certain things, produce a
certaln way, make profits, if
they are to survive.

in sum, Yugoslavia, while
state-capitalist, can be viewed
as being part way between
"t:gg" state capltalism (like
R a) and reguliar capital-
ism. This “soft” state capital-
Ism, a kind of “market social-
Ism,"” can tolerate strikes and
a degree of working class
organization and struggle. (I
should add that the Yugoslav
ruling class keeps its political
monopoly fairly tight, with re-
pression of oppositionists,
purges of the party, etc., quite

—

“Starting with the current

issue, the Torch/La Antorcha
will be 16 pages In Englishand
eight In Spanish, adding an
additional page to La Antor-

cha. While_this is not a big In-.

creasa, it Is a step In the direc-
tion we want to go: a fully bi-
lingual Torch/La Antorcha.
We would like to welcome
Lois Aarons, who recently
moved to New York and has
become the translations edi-
tor, enabling us to increase
the size and quality of La An-
torcha. : )

]
common.) With ail this in
mind, | would qualify what |
wrade in the article. If the Pol-

ish state capltalists were will-

ing to.institute Yugoslavian-
style state_capitalism and if

" state capitalists

atall likely, th

- would be willing to tolerate 8 .

degree of strikes and indepen-
dent organization. However,
the present -anxiety -of the

‘Russians leads'me.to believe
rather strongly that the Rus-
“sians definitely want a “hard

state capitalism. " In Poland
rather than' a “soft” one. |
would, therefore, stand by
what | wrote if it Is understood
to be referring to “hard" state

' capitalism. -

By PAUL
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By PAUL BENJAMIN

For the sécond time in two
years, the Chrysler Corpora-
tion—the tenth largest com-
pany in the U.S.—is on the
brink of bankruptcy. In 1980
Chrysler lost $1.7 billion, the
largest loss by any corpora-
tion in U.S. history. Chrysler
president Lee J. lacocca an-
nounced that the company
would need at least $350
million in lcans to survive over
the next few months. He told
reporters that if Chrysler
couldn’t get the loans, “There
would be no future. Eventually
we would run out of cash.”

Chrysler’'s mushrooming
losses demonstrate that ef-
forts -by ‘the federal govern-
ment, private bankers and the
leadership of the United Auto
Workers union {UAW) to shore
up the company have failed to
halt or even significantly siow
down. its decline. - The com-
pany, whosé share . of
domestic. auto- -market~ has
fallen steadily since the early
1970s, launched an emergency
survival-program after it lost
over $¥ billion.in 1979. Chrys-
ler executives. obtained $1.5
billion - in loan guarantees
from the .federal government,
enabling them to borrow some

' $800 - million. from- private

banks. In return for these
guarantees Chrysler had to
accept the establishment of a
Federal Loan Guarantee Board
(FLGB) to oversee its op-
erations. The company._ also
introduced its highly-publi-
cized K cars last fall in the
hope of increasing its share of
the economy car market.
At-the same time, Chrysier
management, supporied by
the UAW leadership, carried

out a successful cost-cutting |
campaign at the expense of-

Chrysler workers. In October
1979 the UAW pushed through
a contract settlement in which
workers surrendered $203 mil-
lion in wages and benefits.

Then in January 1980 the UAW
agreed to reopen the contract

and give up another $259.5

. million in concessions-to the

company. UAW ' president
Doug Fraser argued that such
sacrifices were necessary In
order to preserve Chrysier
workers’ jobs. But In fact the
number of Chrysler workers
on layoff has jumped from
25,000 to 45,000 over the past
year.

Company Demands $673 Million from Workers

- Chrysler claimed
its program wouid
restore the com-
pany to profitabil-
ity by the fourth
quarter of 1980. in-
stead, Chrysler is
near collapse as a

result of management errors-

and an industry-wide depres-
sion that ‘resulted in the
lowest domestic auto sales in
19 years. Consequently, the
company executives now have
no choice but to ask. their
creditors and the FLGB for

_additional handouts.

.

Aid sought from
government,
bankers

On December 17 Chrysler
management announced a
new plan aimed at ensuring
the company’s survival. They
are requesting the government
to grant the eompany an

additional $400 million in loan:

guarantees. They want” the: qreagry in ’Incoming g,Presi—

banks which have - loaned
Chrysler money to essentially
write off the loans by convert-
ing them-into Chrysler stock.
And they are asking auto parts
suppliers to cut their prices
five percent in the first quarter
of 1981, freeze them for the
rest of the year, and accept
delays in payment of out-

standing bilis.

A crucial element in Chrys-
ler’s survival plan is an auster-
ity drive aimed mainly against

- Chrysler workers. Chrysler is
~demanding that its workers .
agree to yet another renegoti-

ation of their contract and give

up $673 million in wages and:

benefits. In particular, Chrys-

ler. management wants to’

push through a two-year wage
freeze and the cancellation of
cost-of-living (COLA) raises

due under the  present con-
tract. In -announcing these
demands, lacocca delivered a
virtual ultimatum to Chrysler
workers, saying: ‘“Boys,
yow've been the highest paid
group of guys intheworld. . ..
it’s freeze time, boys. Chrys-
ler's got good jobs available at
$17.50.. We don’t have ’em
at $20.”

Chrysler officials -are now
seeking approval of their plan
from the FLGB. To gain as-
sistance from the government,
they must convince the FLGB,
and the ruling class as
whole, that Chrysler can co&x
tinue, to operate as a viable
company. This will not be
easy. At a news conference on
January 8, Fraser said he was
informed that the FLGB had
found GChrysler's 'plan “un-
acceptable,” and was drawing
up one of its own. Moreover, a
large section of the ruling
class is skeptical about Chrys-
ler's chances of survival, and
is réluctant to give 'the com-
pany further aid.‘For.example,
Donald Regan, who, will head
the FLGB as Sec etary of the

dent'Réhald Reagan’s adifin-
istration told reporters “In a
' you’re
casualties.”
“December” 29,

(Newsweek
1980: )

Regan and other top eco-
nomic sors in Reagan’s
admin belleve such
casuaitleg are. in fact neces-
sary In orcfer to rationalize

‘U.S. capitalism-— They and

their co-thinkers”in the ruling
class think propping up failing
companies ‘not only siphons
off investment capital needed
to modernize U.S. industry,

‘but’. also could eventually
‘undermlne the foundations of

the economy. The Wall Street
Journal, for  instance, de-
clared, -“If fdiling companies

‘are not allowed to pass out of

Thanks.

The League 'S dnve to rarse $12, 500 by January 15 has suc- X
‘ceeded. As we go to press, contributions total $14,858. This Is
nearly 20 percent more than the goal.

Contributions from readers and supporters of the Torch/La
Antorcha were more. important in this drive than ever before,
making up a signiﬂcant percentage of the total raised. Our
own members and sympathizers, however, did the most to
make the drive succeed. Each branch and committee of the
RSL raised substantially more than expected Our. special
thanks go to the fund drive coordinators in each area—Kevin
Lever in Boston, Darryt- Clark in Chicago, Miriam Lee in
Detroit, Elaine Scott in Los Angeles, and Terry. Walsh in New

York.

Once again, thanks to all’ who “helped make this drive
successful, puttmg our work on a firmer footing for the

their misery, all other corpora-
tions have an Incentive to
leverage up their balance
sheets with Increasingly risky
debt. This creates powerful
forces for additional money
creation and Inflation, to the
detriment of us all.” (Decem-
ber 26, 1980.)

Nevertheless, there is a
good chance that the govern-
ment will continue to shore up
Chrysler, at least in the short
run. The New York Times is
supporting the Chrysler pro-
posal. Jake Garn, the right-
wing Repupljcan sendtor from

Utah who chairs.the Senate
Banking Committee, says he

“\Is_willing to grant Chrysler

additional loan guarantees
within the $1.5 billion limit set
by Congress last year. And
while Business Week opposes
the plan, it is calling for what
amounts to a partial national-
ization of Chrysler by demand-
ing that the company issue
new stock to be bought by the
federal government.

Capitalists fear
effects of
Chrysler collapse

“The main reason these peo-
ple want to avoid the collapse
of Chrysler is that it would
send a shock wave through an
already weakened economy.
Depression conditions exist in
the Midwest, where hundreds
of thousands of autoworkers
and workers in related indus-
tries are on layoff. Chrysler's
collapse would not only put

150,000 autoworkers on the .~

streets, but also wreak addi-
tional havoc in the glass,
rubber-and steel industries,
which supply parts or material
to tHe company. In addition, a
Chrysler bankruptcy could
lead to a major-financial crisis
as the banks which have
loaned money to Chrysigr try

Chrysler on the Brink

to recover their losses through
the federal loan guarantee
program.

While the ruling class may
be uncertain how to respond
to Chrysler's crisis, it is
united in its determination to
exact a heavy price from
autoworkers if Chrysier ac-
tually receives more aid. The
New York Times warned that if
Chrysier workers rejected a
wage freeze, they would “lose
any moral claim” to govern-
ment aid. Business Waeek
declared that the government
should allow the company to
go bankrupt if the workers
refused to make the conces-
sions demanded by Chrysler.

A successful campaign
against Chrysler workers
would have serious implica-

UAW head Doug Fraser.

tions for Ford and General
Motors (GM) workers. Ford’s
U.S. operations lost $595
million in the third quarter of
1980, and the company has
been saved from c¢ollapse only
by its comparatively healthy
international subsidiaries. Al-
though GM is in a much
stronger position, it also suf-
fered record losses in the third
quarfer, and finished 1980
with its first annual deficit in
59 years. Both Ford and GM
executives are saying that
they will demand concessions
from the UAW if it renegoti-
ates its Chaysler contract.
By backing an attack against
the UAW by the auto com-
panies, the Reagan admin-
istration could In turn encour-
age other capitalists to in-
crease their own offensive
against working people. Al-

. though the UAW has suffered

a sharp loss in membership as
a result of plant closings and
layoffs, it remains one of the
strongest unions.in the coun-
try. If the ruling class can
force the UAW to submit to its
demands, it will have less dif-
ficulty enforcing - cutbaéks

(Conﬂnued on page 16)
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FIRST NATIONAL GAY LIBERATION

COl

Mexico’s first national” gay
liberation congress took place

December 13-14 ‘in -Mexico,

City, sponsored by the Frente
Homosexual de Accion Revo-

lucionaria (FHAR—Gay Revo-
futionary Action Front). One’

hundred gay activists and sup-
porters registered for the con-
gress. Most were from Mexico
City, but some came from
Aguascalientes, Puebla, Tolu-

ca and Oaxaca. A delegation
from the RSL was aiso pres-

~ent.
THE.CONG RESS was an im-
portant step forward for the
Mexican gay movement ‘After
" more than two years of organ—
izing, FHAR félt the time was
right to hoid a pu lic congress
where its potlitics 'could ‘be
openly debated and its influ-
ence could expand.
But even though things
-have improved in Mexico for
some gays as a result of
FHAR's organizing work, car-
rying out a successful con-
gress was not easy. Finding a
building for the event was a
major problem. The congress
was forced to meet?in a public
A ; o

lmmuklndmﬂy free.

end. ; orklng and oppmssed poople
against ylyﬁl;wlng eapitalist attacks. . )

ldfbo
organization the RSL, Is flrmly committed to tho struggla .
for gay liberation. As our program
. struggle of aill specially oppressed groups such as
women, gays, ‘Black people ajtd national minorities for

oppnssod groups, wiil omy
and oppressive International capi ,
destroyed u'uough socialist revolution. Only then will

school authorlties tried to
sabotage the event. _As regis-
tration. began, the bullding
was briefly sealed off and peo-
pie turned away. Hurried ne-
gotiations overcame the prob-
lem but attendance at the con-
gress was considerably fower
than FHAR planners had
hoped.

Congress workshops took
up issues such as the special
oppression of lesbians. trans-
sexuals and transvestites;
family and law; class struc-
ture in the gay community;
and relations with the left.

One controversy; over an
analysis “of transsexuality,
was resolved by an RSL-ini-
tiated motion of support to
transsexuals.
called for defense of trans-
sexuals’ rights to live and be
respected in their chosen sex
and the:right to recelve sex-
reassignment surgery. This
motion was’ later unanimous-
1y endorsed by the ‘congress.

In géneral FHAR defines it-
self as’ anti-capualist anti-
: and part of the

torical lack of support to gay

liberation frem the left was

‘states: “We support the

ystem Is totally
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The motion

SHEECE

noted and particlpants re-
solved to increase their de-
mands on all political parties
to clarify their positions on
this question. A debate be-
tween FHAR and other left
groups was proposed.

“AT THE same time, the con.
gress stopped short of defin-
Ing FHAR's Marxist polltlcs’ in
mMoié'than & gefvéral sense. An
RSL. proposal, for example,
-that FHAR affirm the necessi-
ty of socialist revolytion and
the need to combat gay op-
pression all over the world
was tabled. Some feared that
such a call for socialist revolu-
tion would be too ideological
or dogmatic. Others wanted to
avoid any implicit criticism of
the statefcaguallst countries

RSL contingent in Los Angeles Gay Pride demonstratlon. Juns 1978. Members of the LA branch
“were among the RSL supporters who attended Mexico gay conference.

—where they believe social-
ism already exists.

This was a serlous mistake
on the part of the congress.
Clarifying one’s politics Is an
essential part of moving the
struggle forward. Marxists and
gay liberationists cannot re-
main neutral on the question
of soclalism, revolution, and
gay” 6ﬁpre§slon. It 'is -surely
better to tell the truth about
gay oppresslon in Cuba, Rus-
sia, or wherever and let people
draw their- own conciusions
than it is to hide the truth In
order to protect a “soclalism”
where gay people are not free.

The congress would have
been stronger had there been
greater participation by work-
ing people, espacially by wo-

FERENCE MEETS IN MEXICO CITY

" men and others of the speciai-

ly oppressed. As long as the
gay movement remains de-
fined by middle class men it
will not e able to provide the
necessary social strength or
analysis to link it to a working
class revolution.

BUT THE FHAR congress
was a good -beginning. By
openlng their politics to public
review, by challenging the so-
cial and political rules of Mexi-
can capitalism, by calling on
oppressed Mexican gays to or-
ganize and fight back, FHAR
is contributing significantly to
the international -gay move-
ment. Responsibliity for the
eventual success of that move-
ment lies. with- the Interna-
tional working class.D

Polovchak Case Reveals
U.S. Ruling Class Hypocrisy

By LAURA WADEBAY

*'CHICAGO—Walter -Polov-
chak is a 12-year-old immie.
grant. from the Ukraine in the
USSR. 'His parents, who

. ,brought him here in January

1980, “are disillusioned with

~ life in the U.S. and want to go

back. Walter and his sister
Natalie want to stay. The
result of this disagreement
has been a court case which
has become a show trial of the
hypocrisy of the U.S. ruling
class. « -

It began on July 14, when
Walter's parents, Michaet and

. Anna Polovchak, decided to

go back to the Ukraine. They

-had come over in January

‘looking for a better life. When

they got here, they found out

that the American Dream ain’t

- 80 hotand decided that they'd

been_better off in the USSR,

However, their children, Wal- -

ter and Natahe, wanted to.
stay, so they ran away to a

- cousin’s house. Michael and

Anna Polovchak are trying to

take Walter back with them

because the Russians” ‘wili
only let them retirn 'if he
with them. They ari Iling 0
let Natalie stay, because she-
Is 17 and has. a separate
passport from the rost of the
family.

The U.S. ruling ctass ln a
flush of enthusiasm to defend
what they saw as frée world
patriots fieeing from godless
communism, jumped in on
Walter and Natalie’s side. .

Juvenite court Jjudge Joseph [

.and Natwallzation

Mooney took them into tem-
porary state custody on the
grounds that they were delin-
quents for running away. For
its part the U.S. Immigration
Service
(INSy granted Walter asylum,
which_they said at the time
meant he was free to stay here

~_whether his parents wanted

him “to or not.

‘Later, Michael and Anna
~Polovchak sued the govern-
“ment to regain custody of
Walter. They are being repre-

- sented by lawyers from the

American Civil Liberties Union
'(ACLU), which volunteered its
services. The ACLU is con-
tending.that in taking Walter
and Natalle Into ‘state cus-
tody, ney violated -

(Comlnued on page 16)
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Left to right: Buffalo Unity Day rally last October 19 protesting racist killlnés; Ernest Jones and Pa

¥

rlor Edwards, two of the Buffalo murder victims; Lubie Geter,

the 16th Black child to disappear in Atlanta in the last 17 months; Buffalo anti-racist activists announce counter-demonstration against January 15 Nazi rally.

Buffalo: Anger Grows Over Racist Killings

By ROD MILLER

January 10—“Where will it
stop?” This is the question on
the minds of Black people in
Buffalo follewing the news of
the latest racially motivated
stabbing in that city. On™
Monday, January 5, a Black
man was stabbed on Buffalo's
East Side—the fifth stabbing
victim in little over a week.
Only one of the victims has
survived.

The five knifing attacks this
past week followed the shoot-
ing deaths of four Black men
in and around Buffalo during a
36-hour period this past Sep-
tember 22-24. Authorities be-
lieve these shooting deaths
and the recent rash of stab-
bings are connected. In addi-
tion, two. Black taxi-cab driv-
“ers’ ‘were shot' to “death” in
October. The bodies of ,the
two men were discovered'with
their hearts cut out. ~

AS THE racist attacks con-
tinue to-escalate, there is a
growing fear among Black
people in Buffalo about their
physical safety. Most of the
attacks have taken place in the
daytime, often ~ on busy
streets. Accompanying this
fear is mounting outrage at
the inability of the police toc do
anything -about the attacks.’
Many Black people in Buffalo
are reportedly arming them-
selves and, .according to a
number of community resi-
dents, “an explosion is likely
to occur soon.” ’

The attacks in Buffalo are
part of a nationwide series of
apparently racially motivated
assaults and slayings. On
December 22 in New York
City, five Black-men and one.
Hispanic man were knifed on
a single day. In Atianta, Lubie
Geter, a 14-year-old Black
youth, was reported missing
on January 3. Geter is the 16th
young Black person to disap-
pear from Atlanta’s city
streets in the past 18 months.
On January 9, two skeletons
were found which may be
those of two of the missing
Black children. This would
bring to 13 the number of the
kidnap victims known to have
-been murdered; the others are
believed dead as well.

Incidents of racist terror—

assaults, murders, crossburn-
ings, firebombings of Black
people’s homes, Klan and
Nazi marches—are reaching
epidemic proportions through-
out the country. As the gov-
ernment steps up its attacks
on people’s living and working
conditions, it is increasingly
fostering a reactionary and
racist climate in the country.
This climate is encouraging
hard-core racists and fascists
to act more boldly as the
shock troops for an assault on
the most oppressed sections
of the working class, in partic-
ular, Black people. -

In Buffalo, the Nazis—the
National Sociflist Party of

America—have announced are calling for a counter-
plans to hold a racist rally at demonstration to the planned
the City Hall on January 15—  Nazi/Klan rally in Buffalo. At
the birthday of Martin Luther a press @Unfere»nce, a spokes-
King, Jr. Nazi leaflets builgding person for the coalition sald:
for the rally have called‘LFo"._‘:The proposed Nazi rally, If it
“100 White Men With Guns” to  takes place, is an outrage and
demonstrate. Members of the a provocation to the people of
Ku Klux Klan in Canada have Buffalo.” Another spokesper-
stated that they intend to join son added: “We anticipate a
the Nazis for the Buffalo rally. strong and determined show-
The very fact of a Nazi/Klan ing on January 15 demon-
demonstration in downtown strating the strength and mili-
Buffalo on Martin Luther tancy of this community and
King’s birthday is a clear communities across the
indication of the growing Northeast agalnst racism,
boldness of the racist forces. anti-Semitism and bigotry in
ANTI-RACIST forces, organ-  all its forms.”
ized in the Martin Luther King Supporters of the Revolu-
Day Memorial Rally Coalition, tionary Socialist League will

be traveling to Buffalyo to par-

~ ticipate in the anti-Nazi rally.

RSL supporters will also be in
Washington, D.C., on January
15, where.a large turnout is
expected for a march demand-
ing that Martin Luther King's
birthday be made a national
holiday. The call for the Wash-
ington march was made ini-
tlally by musician Stevle Won-
der and has been endorsed by
a wide array of civil rights,
trade union, community and
left organizations. Many peo-
ple view the march as an im-
portant ogportunity to re-
spond t&-the recent wave of
racist assaults and mur-
ders. [l

{Continued from page 1)
then be better able to attack
the entire working_ class.
The racist and reactionary
climate they are creating is
encouraging forces like the Ku
Klux Klan and the Nazis to
grow_bolder and step up their
activities. These arch-racists
play an- important role in the

plans of.the bosses, bankers

and-politicians. The Klan-and

the Nazis do much of the dirty |

work: They terrorize people to

try to make .them afraid to

fight back; ' they whip up
racism, anti-Semitism and all
forms of bigotry to try to
keep people. divided;. -they

- promote the lie that the prob-

lems in the country are due to
oppressed people ‘“demand-
ing too much.” In the final

analysis, the bosses and the

Klan work hand-in-hand. '

What should
wedo?

We need to organize to fight
back.

Today's march is a good
start. But we need to organize
even bigger and stronger pro-
tests in every major city in the
country. We need mass

marches and other actions to-

demand: jobs, housing, better
schools, decent health care

and an end to racist terror! We

need self-defense - organiza- munities! No to ever higher
tions to defepd-our communi- bprices! No to schools where

)

ted to leading and coordinat-
ing these attacks. Ours is not

ties from raclist forces like the ' young people cannot learnl...a government “of the people”

Klan and the Nazis. It is clear No to the death penalty! No to
that we cannot rely on the the draft! No to the Ku Klux
police'or the governmenttodo  Kian and the Nazis!

this—in fact, the police are

often involved in terrorizing

oppressed communities and We need

murdering young people.
We need to unite. to know who

Our slogan-eust be: “Every- OUF enemies are

‘one organize to support every- .

one’s struggle—An injury to The right wing s our enemy.
one is an injury to all!” The Klan and the Nazis, the
Millions of people are under “Moral Majority,” the forces
attack. Divided we are weak— opposing school desegrega-
but united we are strong. tion, affirmative action and
We need to build a move- open housing are the enemies
ment of working class and of all working and oppressed
oppressed people. people. These people are for
* The overwhelming majority attacking Black and Latin
of  working and oppressed people, rolling back the' Yains
people have thé same com- of the civil rights .movement,
mon interests. When factories weakening the trade unions,
shut down, when schools get _ driving women out of jobs and
moré crowded, when moriey back into the home, oppress-
for job. training, hospitals, ' ing gay people and destroying
housing or mass transit is our communities.
taken away, who suffers?.Not The entire ruling class Is
the rich—not the capitalists our enemy. i
and politicians. It is working It is not just the right wing
and oppressed  people— which is out to attack our
Blacks, Latins, women, young living standards and working
people, gays, people who conditions. The ruling class—
work in factories, offices, the people who.run the big
mines and mills, the unem- corporations and the banks—
ployed, the people who ac- plan to solve their economic
tuaily make this country run crisis by launching an offen-
and get little in return—these sive against the entire working
are the people who pay the . class and all oppressed peo-
price. We need to build a ple. Budget cuts, the draft,
movement of all working class . the death penalty and racism
and oppressed people to say: are all part of this offensive.
No to racism! No to sexism! The government Is our
No to unemployment! No to enemy. .
the destruction of our com- The government is commit-

—it is a government of the
rich and powerful—the ruling
class. We cannot look to the
government to solve our prob-
lerns out. of the goodness of
its heart. We need to build our
own independent movement,
relying on the strength of all
working and oppressed peo-
ple united, to fight for the
things we need.

Both the Republicans .and
the Democrats are our enemy.

These two parties are the
parties of blg business. Rea-

" gan and the Republicans are

up front about this. But the
Deémocratic Party, which
paints itself as the friend of
Black people, of poor people,
of young people, of working
people in general, is really no
different. The Klan was on the
march under Carter. Racist
attacks were on the rise under
Carter. Ten$ of thousands of
people were thrown out of
work - under Carter. Food
prices, . -heating bills, rent,
etc., were all becoming too
expensive to afford under
Carter. Both political parties,
the Democrats and Republi-
cans alike, are committed to

" massive budget cuts, lower-

ing wages, unemployment—
an all-out war on working
people. .

We need to build a_move-
ment of the working class and
all oppressed people to organ-
ize to fight back. We must

~ fight for Justice, dignity and
‘freedom. The time is now![]
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i pnsoners who have Jobs went on strike to demand the remoyval

. lenlent

) mterpretatro of the Constitution chai ges according to the -

By ADELE LOHMAN

Bobby Gene{Garcia, a Na-
tive American prisoner, was
found hanged in his cell in the
Terre Haute federal peniten-
tiary December 13. Garcia had
been placed in isolation on
December 1 and then moved
to a special isolation hospital
unit shortly before his death.

Prison authorities claim that
Garcia . commiitted  suicide.
But there is good reason—in
fact, many good reasons—to
doubt this claim. it seems un-
likely, for example, that Gar-

Hew protests at Walla Walla

On December 29, prisoners in the notorious Walla Walla
prison in Washington state rebelled against conditions there.
‘They broke windows, set fire to the prison store and three
offices in the classlflcatron and parole building, and overturned
pews and a piano in the prison chapetl. The specific demand of
the prisoners was the release of Joseph Bolduc and Julius
Glliespie (head of the Inmate Advisory Council) from the
segregation unit. Both men were put in segregation on-
December 28 after four guards beat Bolduc and Gillespie
attempted to defend him. -

The néxt morning, five men went to Superlntendent
Spalding and demanded that Bolduc and Gillesple be released.
When Spaldmg stall led, more than 100 prisoners demanded
let out of segregation by 10:30 a.m. “or else.” The
ot released and at 10:30 sharp, the fires started By
noon, helmeted guards, reinforced by state and local cops,
forced the prisoners back into their cells. Spalding ordered a
short lockdown until he could ‘identify the leaders of the
uprlslng Ofﬂcrally, no ln]urres were reponed
As we goto press we have Iearned of yet another altempt by
alla Walla prisoners to force change. On. January 7, some 800

in a unit that was under
24-hour surve?l\arﬁ.”ll’ has
also been reporte at Gar-

cia’s body had bruises on it
when he was found—hardly
indicating suicide. And the
‘keepers have yet to expiain
why Garcia was put in isola-
tion' in the first place, or then
transferred to the hospital

un
& More than all this, however,
’ - is'the fact that Garcra received
* death threats from prison and

federal ‘officials, because of

of Superlf\tendent Spalding. . R

(:our, clips 'douhle-jeopardy prntectlon

“decision announced’ ‘December 9, the U. .S. Supreme.  his SSOCIation with, and aid
Gourt upheld a law that gives prosecutors, in special to, onard Peltier, a well-

circumstances the right to appeal a sentenr;e they: consrder too known:Native American activ-
ist'in 'the ' American Indian

Movement (AIM). Peitier has
- been the target of government
" hara8snient and attacks since
the early '70s, when the FBI,
as parl of its “counter-inteili-
gence” program (GOINTEL-
PRO), seledted: Native Ameri-
can actlvlsts* to be set up for
arrest.The Leonard Peltier De-
fense -Committee describes

The ruling was on a section ol the Organlzed Crime Control .

acked on 16 the senteneés of bedple ‘classitied ds
ngerous pecral ‘bffenders.” While we dori't understand atl’
legal lmpllcatlons itis clear that this ruling Is an attack on
one tha wlll be even more slgnlflcanl it

'the jury, after welghlng the
tence the prosecutor could

way:~

-and not the facts of th cése C uld be : rgued the prisoner ’

could besentenced o death:
For over 100 years the Court has ruleﬁ that the Fifth

Amend, ent not only barsa second ‘trial after acqulttal but also

bars prosecutor.a C > Court’s

politlcal climate. In the last few" years as the ruling élassihas
been moving to the right, the Court has been handing down- -
decision after decision that, like thls latesl one llmrts the
rights’ of defendants. ° , “ Y

Klko Martmez tnal toopen this mpnth

Chicano activist Francisco E. “Kiko” Martinez will go on trlal
January 27 in federal court in Pueblo, Colorado, on:5even: :
counts of sending" explosives through the mail, possessing -
explosives, and ¢ conspiracy. He aiso faces nine caunts in two
separate state cases, with trials to begin February 9 in Denver.

“All these charges stem from incidents in the fall of 1973. At
that time there was a series of bombings in Golorado.Federal
and state grand juries were convened, which were then used
largely to harass the'Chicano movement. When three people |
who had public confrontations with the Chicano community (a
Denver policewoman and two others) received bombs through .
the mail—bombs which never exploded—the grand juries:
charged Martinez. Martinez was a target because he was well’
known as afighter for Chicano rights and a movement. lawyer
who defended farmworkers and victims of police brutality. .

" Late in 1973, after learning that the cops had orders to shoot -
him on sight, Martinez went underground. Then, on September
3, 1980, while crossing the border from Mexico, he was arrested
and held on $1 million bail. This was later reduced as a result of
massive protests, and Martinez was released in October.

«Ramle Mark the envelopes
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The‘R‘ olutionary Socialist Lea

i“On June 26, 1975, F&:!

_agents came to the home ot &

traditional Native family near
the village of Oglala on the
Pine Ridge Reservation [in
South Dakota]. A spiritual
camp and several other homes
were located on the same
property. A shooting incident
took place some distance
from the houses; It  was
followed by a massive govern-
ment assauit. Hundreds of
federal agents surrounded the
entire area and shot thou-
sands of rounds of ammuni-
tion into _homes. ‘An In-

cia could have killed himself -#lian man, “Joe Stunlz and two

FBl agents were killed on
June 26. Leonard Peltier and
three other AIM activists were
charged with murdering the

FBI agents.” Of these, only -

Peltier was convicted, of “aid-
ing and abetting” iIn the
deaths of the FBI agents.
But the harassment of Pel-
tier didn't stop with his con-
viction. In 1979, while he was
at Marion penitentiary, Peltier
was warned by another Native
prisoner, Standing Deer, of an

- FBI plot to assassinate him.

Standing Deer later stated in
two signed affidavits that he
was. approached by a prison
official and a stranger “in
civilian clothes, whom he be-
lieved to be an FB! agent. He
was promrsed edical treat-
ment for his bad balk as well
as federal parole if he helped
sel up Peltler to be killed
during a phony escape at-
tempt. Since Marion was con-

sidered escape-proof, the two

men would be transferred to

what happened to Peltier this -the less secure prison at

Lompoc California. Soon

A TTEN TION FEDERAL PRISONERS!

Prisoner’s Death Linked
- to Plot Against Pell:ler

after, Peltier was in fact trans-
{erred. On July 20, 1979, Pel-
tier, fearing for his life, es-
caped from Lompoc with the
help of Bobby Gene Garcia
and Dallas Thundershield,
who escaped with him. Thun-
dershield was shot dead as he
tried to surrender and Garcia
was captured immediately.
Peltier was able to remain free
for five days.

At Peltler's escape trial,
Standing Deer's affidavits
were not admitted ‘as evi-
dence. Neither was testimony
that, when Peltier was recap-
tured after his escape, an FBI
agent tried to shoot him in the
head, but was prevented by a
deputy sheriff.

Both Standing Deer and
Bobby Gene Garcia received
threats against their lives if
they testified about the plot to
murder Peltier, prompting
Garcia to write in a poem
shortly before his death: “The
U.S. government will kill me
in their Iron Houses...”

}

“/Now Garcia is dead and
there are fears for the lives of
Standing Deer and Leonard
Peltier. Their supporters are
asking that people write to the
wardens of the prisons where
they are being held and let
them know that you are con-
cerned for the safety of the
two men. Standing Deer
(Hugh Wilson) is in the Fed-
eral Correctional Medical Fa-
cility, PO Box 4000, Spring-
field, MO 65802; Leonard Pel-
tier is at the U.S. Peniten-
tiary, PO Box 1000, Marion, IL
62959.03 ‘

If you sub-

: »scrrb, to the Torch/La Antorcha but do notreceive

_your copy every month, we need to hear from you.

gue is a pgrty plaintiffina sult challenglng the Federal
practice of withholding publications from prisoners,
g,publlcatlons The suit is Abbott v. Richardson and is being handled by the ACLU:
The suit will be going to trial soon, and'we will have to give deposltlons withm the next
several months”So what we need to know IMMEDIATELY is:

. How often has your TORCH/LA ANTOBCHA been wlth- E
_held (or just notreached you) in the past two years? L{
. OAr you properly notified every time it is wrthheld"
8 Are you allowed to appeal" If so, with what results?
¥, *Are you harassed by the keepers for filing appeals"
2 OAny other information that could help us in this sult

Again we need to hear from you as soon as possible. R would
est lf we can use your name. Butifyou prefer toremaln
anonymous justlet us know.

Send; letters to: Torch/La Antorcha, GPO Box 1zas New York, NY 10116, Aﬂn Lee .

“Speclal Media Correspondence-—bo Not Op’

particularly



http:trials.to

ked
ier

1s in fact trans-
20, 1979, Pel-
r his life, es-
mpoc with the
 Gene Garcia
Thundershield,
rith him. Thun-
shot dead as he
der and Garcia

immediately.
y to remain free

escape trial,
a’s  affidavits
nitted as evi-
was testimony
tier was recap-
escape, an FBI
hoot him in the
prevented by a

ng Deer and
jarcia recelved
t their lives if
yout the plot to
r, prompting
e .in a poem
vis death: *The
nt will kil me

is dead and
for the lives of
~and Leonard
supporiers are
ple write to the
 prisons where
} held and et
' youtare con-
- safety of the
tanding Deer
is in the Fed-
al Medical Fa-

. Rwould
amain

6, Attn. Lee

* 2 caléllated- ‘brul

N,

Judge Rules Against TDC in
Ruiz Suit, Cites ‘Routme Brutality’

By LEE RAMIE

In 1972, David Ruiz, a
prisoner in the Texas Depart-
ment of Corrections (TDC),
filed a suit that called on the
federal government to put an
end to a wide range of brutai
practices in TDC. The suit,
which was merged with sev-

eral others in 1974, was finally -

heard in a trial that ran from
October 1978 to September
1979, with 349 witnesses and
1,530 exhibits.

On December 12, 1980, 15
months after the trial closed,
federal-Judge William Justice
issued 'a 248-page opinion
declaring TDC to be riddled
with “pernicious conditions,
pain and degradation,” and
ordered sweeping changes in
TDC practices under court
supervision. He ordered the
plaintiffs, the Justice Depart-

-~ ment (which had been asked
by the prisoners to act as a*

“friend of the court”) and TDC
to present, by February 10, a
plan for implementing the de-
cision. .if they fail to agree,
Judge dustice will present his
own order on:February 15.
_IDC_-has. long -enjoyed a.
reputation among prison ad-
mmlstrators .and- “iiberal” pe-
d

Ruiz suit, aloj g"with several

others ‘filed dnd won by TDC.
prisoners over the last few
years,mexposed .TDC as a
snakeplt of -opp $smn and
y. Arnold
P tesso“afﬁhnef warden-in

. Oklahoma - who . testified - in

Ruiz, ‘has cailéd TDC “probab-

Iy the best example of slavery

remalning- in_} this country.”

‘Judgecondemns
“overérowding -

Describingb the scope of
TDC’s oppressive practices,

" Judge Justice cited “rampant

-overcrowding, inadequate se-
curity, . substandard heaith
«care, inappropriate disciplin-
ary practices and substanhally
impeded access . ..the

" courts.”

TDC is terrlbly overcrowd-
ed. The 17 units that comprise
TDC have cell space for about
19,000 prisoners.” As of De-

cember 15, 1980, TDC housed

29,739. About 10 pefcent of
the prisoners are forced to
sleep on the floor. TDC plans
to build two new units, but
these. won’t absorb even the

existing surplus, let alone the -

increase in the prison popula-
tion, which grows about 10
percent a year.

Judge Justice cited the

' testimony .of TDC Director

James Estelle that one-third
or more. of TDC’s inmates
could be released immediately
with no risk of harm to the

public. Yet, there are no work-
release or long-term probation
programs in TDC, and parole
is a near—nmpossmxlity

The judge's opinion also
noted “the unconstitutional
climate of fear and violence,”
declaring that “high-level of-
ficials ‘have. ..contributed to
its perpetuation.” Judge Jus-
tice told of one instance
where an escaped prisoner
was made to “fight the dogs”
after he had been treed by a
pack of hounds, and then,
after the “fight,” was beaten
with a bullwhip.

Violence is carried out not
only by the guards, but In
large part by Building Tenders
(BTs), prisoners who are used

as guards.The BTs are often

‘armed with knives, blackjacks
or clubs.During the hearings
Thomas Carlisle,
' prisoner, said that a prisoner
"named Melvin Austin died
from a beating at the hands of
a BT.
This. kind of violence con-
tinues in TDC to this day. Paul
Brown,. one of the Rulz wit-
nesges; had his arm broken by

Davld Rulz

door> on it shortly before
Brown took a transfer to
federal ‘custody. A‘recent let-
ter to. the Torch/La

told of an incident:in-which six’

guards twice invaded the cell

of a prisoner amd: ‘beat. him.
Four Ruiz witnesseshav.e died .

violent deaths smce they. tes-
tified in the: tria) o o=
Justice concluded that “bru-
_tality against inmates is noth-
ing short of routine in Texas
prisons.” :
“Prisoners are also vnctim-
" ized through the “disciplinary”

process. While he upheld the |

tegality of solitary confine-
ment, Judge Justice charged
« that “discipline” is “frequently
and often arbitrarily and com-

monly wreaked upon inmates.

in disfavor with TDC officials,
including l{se, who have
pursued the

rights_by filing lawsuits.” For
example, Ruiz himself was
put’ in solitary confinement

a former -

constitutional .

Slave labor at TDC.

countless times, and resortedyy This alohe could tie every-

to self—mutiiat\gn 15 times in
an effort to ge His case
is not unique.

Johnny Swift, a writ-writer,
political actlvist and long-time
Torch/La Antorcha correspon-
dent, has been in adminis-
trative segregation for over
five years. Last May he, along
with 19 others, was sentenced
to permanent segregation sta-
tus-and. placed.on death row
because, according to the
committee, he “has been a
malcontent and hasn’t ad-
Justed during his stay.” Judge
Justice noted finally that. dis-
ciplinary rules are vague and
often enforced without evi-
dence and without protection
for the prisoper. -

Ihe other,main area cited in
" the opinion was the’ “woefully
inadequate ‘health-care sys-
tem.” During” the trial, TDC
priso_ners
hospital

numerous; cases of maltreat-
ment, including one prisoner

‘who_went in for a hemia
- opération-and woke up to find

the doctor had removed one of
his’ testlcles A former regis-
tered nurse TDC described
oor plumbing, roof cave-ins

“and “a fair amount of dirt” at

the hospital; and told o%once
performing an appendectomy
by flashlight when the elec-
trical ‘'system, which has no

backup, failed. Several prison-
. €rs have written to the Torch/

La Antorcha. telling. of being
denied proper medication or
treatment in reprisal for writ-
wrlting or political achvity

Despjte verdict
few reforms likely

The decrsion in the Ruiz
suit is a victory for the
prisoners -of TDC. But it is
only a’‘limited one. However
‘many eforms’ Judge Justice

number of reasons conditions =
are not likely -to change dra-

matically for years; if -ever:
Fnrst there"s the fact that

court's orders: TDG~is" erly
first to appeal the rulmg

.. Huntsville a
“butcher shop” and reported

thing up for several years (it
took six years for the Ruiz suit
to be heard in the first place
and another 15 months for the
initial opinion to be handed
down). And in the meantime
all the suggested changes can
be stalled.

Second, even if the ruling
stands on appeal and all the
suggested changes are or-
dered, TDC is more than
capable of stalling Implemen-

federal government might then
take TDC over, or put it into
receivership. This, too, cannot
be expected to bring dramatic
improvements in the lives of
TDC prisoners. While the fed-
eral system has a number of
minimum security and “coun-
try club” facilities, these are
generally reserved for “white
collar” criminals: business ex-
ecutives, congressmen and .
the like. Places like Marion,
Atlanta and Leavenworth are
every bit as hellish as TDC.
The fact is that for poor
white, Black and Latin work-
ing class people there is no
such thing as a decent or
humane prison. Prisons exist
to warehouse the people
whom the system has no
use for: the people who are
denied a decent education,
who can't get a job, who may
commit “crimes” in order to
survive, The prisons are also
for those who fight back
against this dehumanizing
capitalist system.Prisons are

tation indefinitely, Just as &\/not meant to rehabilitate, they

has done In the various cases
that it has lost in court over
the past several years.
Third, even if TDC .were
willing to implement the order,
there is the question of. money
and other resources to fulfill
. it. Estimates of the ultimate

cost of the changéds-that may

be ordered in Ruiz run as high
as $1.5 billlon. It Is improba-
ble that TDGC could come up

with that kind of money—even

if it wanted to.

If TDC fails to make the re-
.quired. changes, the possibil-
ity has been raised that the

politics you could join.

the prison you were In.
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Getting Out Soon?

Are you being released soon? If so, you can stiil
recelve the Torch/La Antorcha FREE for six montht.
Just let us . know where to send It.

‘We are providing these FREE six-month aubserlpﬂons
because we know that when you get out, you don’t neces-
sarily have the money for a paid subscription. And we
don’t want to lose touch with you just because you're out

“now. In fact, we want and need fo tighten our relation-
ship with you—~and convince you fo join us_in bullding a
revolutionary socialist party. .

B Whenyounbackonthnabﬁpwhynotpns youroopy
of the Torch/La Antorcha around? One of the best ways
you can help buiid the Revolutionary Soclalist League is
by lntroduclng people to our newspaper. And let us know -
what you're doing when you get home. The- ‘struggle.

" doesn’t end when you walk out of the cage—It only begin
on & different level. Continue to struggle! Contact"
any of our branch clties (see listing on page 15), or write
to .our National Office and maybe we could arrange to:
meet you somwhoro There are always fots of activities
going on In which your participation and experiencée could:
be a'blg help. Or there are classes on revolutionary

Finally, we know that a lot of you don’t have your ow
“subscription to the Torch/La Antorcha—that you read
‘someone else’s copy. If you are being roloasod, you can
_ stili get a FREE six-month subscription:to the newspaper.
. Just drop us a line with your new address: nnd ‘the name of

are meant to punish, break the
spirit,  and ultimately toss
people on the scrap heap.

Whether TDC takes a stab at
making ~~some cosmaetic
changes or the feds take TDC
over, the dehumanization and
brutalization of poor white,
Black and Latin working class
people in the prisons will not
change. This will only be
solved by a workers’ revolu-
tion which will end the condi-
tions that place. our brothers
and sisters in prison, and -
which will tear down the walis
forever. (J:



http:Antorchl--u.at
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, Resrdents Hold Rally

GM Starts Demolrtlon

By PAUL CARSON

DETROIT—On December
20, 60 people braved frigid
weather to march and rally
against General Motors’ plan .
to destroy Poletown, a mum-
racial, working class nergh-
borhood on the -city’s east
side. The plan calls for tearing
down the abandoned Dodge

Main plant “in Hamtramck;

along with the homes of 3,500
people in Poletown’to clear a

ing $320 milli
to help GM,

sumer boycott.of
the largest poult

struggle to win
! Perdue. .
é A!toge‘ther

bought four plants own

-company; closed them for
¢ then reopened three of the&
. workers. ;

UFCW’s organizing eff
Accomac, Virginia. A u
tion was scheduled at the

Perdue “the J.P..Stevens of
; try.” For instance, in the past

showed suppor'l from their .

windows, or by honking their
horns. One house on the

- march route displayed a sign

readmg “This house is not for
sale.” =’
The march was successful

in drawing support from out-,

side Poletown. Autoworkers
from a number of shops in and
around Detroit attended. This
is significant because the'GM
plan is actively supported by
United Auto Workers' presi-

‘dent Douglas Fraser, who en-

dorses the lie that it wil

—

Camhuvs workers strikeinMexico

One thousand academic and service workers at
the four-campus Autonomous University of Baja
Galifornia in Mexico have been on strike for oyer

. two months demandmg recognition of the
Sindicato de Trabajadores Academicos (STA—
Academrc Workers Union) and the Sindicato de

rTraba;adores al Servicio (STS—Service Workers

:<Umon)" The state university, which includes over
30,000 students, has been closed throughout the

-strikexThe'govérnment has created and recog-

‘nized two of its own company unions in.an effort

toxbreak the more radical STA and STS.
Several violent attacks have been launchéd

agar \st the'strikers by professional scabs and

government agents. On November 26, 200 thugs

: attacked a building.occupied by strikers. Four.

; teen workers were injured and six cars destroyed.
. O January 5 and 6, 300 strikers and 300 strike-

breakers battled on the Tuuana campus, leaving

.. severalinjured. On January 7, 400 strike-breakers
" attacked an occupied bul!dmg on the Mexicali

1 itis maintaining onlya
token picket line at Accomac, while shifting most -
of its resources into the bovcott.

create jobs. A worker from

' Fleetwood spoke at the rally
_ which followed the march-and

suggested organizing the guto
workers present and UAW reti-
rees in the Poletown neigh-
borhood against Fraser's sup-
port for the new plant.

alections are held.

of Detroit Commumw

Other speakers at the rally
included Tom Olechowski, the
President of the Poletown
Neighborhood Council, along
with representatives of the
PLUS Neighborhood Council
of Northeast Detroit and the
RASL. -

A HIGH point was a speech
by Teoflo Lucero, a Native
Amgrican resident of Pole-
town. He compared the forc-
ible eviction of Poletown resi-
dents to the repeated removal
of Native Americans from
their tand throughout history.
He called it a “trail of tears”
that Native Americans are all.
too familiar .with and that
some Poletown residents are
just now experlencing He
argued against trusting any
politicians, and said we
should have started protesting
in the streets long ago.

zg Despite community orga-

nizing, many Poletown resi-
dents feel the GM plant is in-
evitable and are making plans

- to move. GM and the city gov-

ernment are confidently going
ahead wRh-their plans. The
demolition of the Dodge Main
plant, which is the first step in
“clearing the site,” has
begun.[]

)

later in January . Striking teachers-and workers

settle the unionization dispute would be held )
* say they will not go back to work until such

SFBlue Shield workers walk out

Over 1,000 clerical workers at the San Fran-
cisco offices of Biue Shield (the health insurance
company) have been on strike since December 9.
Most of the workers, who are members of the
Office and Professional Employees Union, are
Black, Chicano and Filipino women. They walked
out after the company refused to renew the
union’s cost-of-living clause in negotiations for a
new contract. Blue Shield also offered the . )
workers only'a 9.5 percent raise for the first year
of a three-year contract, although.infiation in the
San Francisco area is running at a 15 percent
annual rate. The California State Federation of

Labor is supporting the strike by talling on

affiliated unions to cancel any iglsurance
programs they have with Blue, Shield.

The Blue Shield strike could have. important
consequences for clencal workers throughout the
San Frangisco area. Next to New_York, San.
Francisco is the largest banking and insurance
center in the country. Over 200, 000 clerical
workers are employed in the city’s financial
drstuct Blue Shield is the only unionized .

- campus. The building was set afire, seven cars
destroyed and one person injured.by gunfire.
‘Similar incidents have also been reported from
the campuses at Tecate and Ensenada. :

After threatening the strikers with mass firings

- and arrests, the Baja California government may

workers who were the core of the UFCW's.organ-  be ready to give up. Governor Roberto dela

A izmg drxve Asa result the union was forced to” | -Madrid announced on January 8 that elections to PB
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insurance company in San Francisco. If Blue
Shield workers win their strike, other workers in
the area will be in a better position to hold off
similar attacks on their living: standards. But if.
they lose despite wrdespread union- support
clerical workers without- -any,union protection

Teamsters, which was trying
drivers at the plant, organized
two-week strike. During the wa
workers refused to cross the truckers plcket
lings. This gave Perdue an excuse to fire 56

ICRAY.. Syt T U (D
%
7]
-
>
[~
<]
c
7]
-
I3
=
. @
2
o
o
-
g2
o
{2
®
Le]

may face a general offenswe by the, companles. /

Since the
workers’ ret
threat of R
loomed over
of a Russia
cally in late !
confrontatiol
(Solidarity),
ormed by th
Polish Unite
currently led
Russian gov
troops on :
Polish borde;
imminent.

But on De
gency meetir
European le:
decided to gi
to restore th
the country.
sian officials
the PUWP’s
Polish  crisi
troops remail
border. Accor
ligence office
running acros
anything fror
Thus, it rem:
how much tim
allow Kania,
sions, if any,
moving in.

Workers,
press dem

These quest
cal importance
farmers conti
action against
regime. On D
gates represer
factories and
Trybunalski ir
promised incre
a four-day sit-
offices. Worke:
eastern Polanc
general strike «
government he
ions. In weste
nosc committ
Stanislaw Cios
portfolio in che
with corruptio
strike on Janu

- dismissed.

In addition tc
the governmen
farmers and wq
into nationwic
national organt;
ers; Rural Solic
official recognil

‘sions from ‘the

same time; a'§
darnosc and t!
shaped up‘.over
for a five-day


http:injured.by
http:f()i',OcJ~l:le.r2
http:majouol.El
http:insuran.ce

ja-
si-
in-

-~ Polish Workers and

Farmers Continue

Struggle Under Threat
of Russian Invasion =%

Since the outbreak of the Polish '
workers’ rebellion last August, the
threat of Russian intervention has
loomed over the Polish people. Fears
of a Russian invasion rose dramati-
cally in late November after a series of
confrontations between Solidarnosc
(Solidarity), the Independent union
formed by the workers, and the ruling
Polish United Workers Party (PUWP),
currently led by Stanislaw Kania. The
Russian government placed 250,000
troops on alert near the Russian-
Polish border, and an invasion seemed
imminent.

But on December 5, at an emer-
gency meeting in Moscow of Eastern
European leaders, it was apparently
decided to give Kania more time to try
to restore the PUWP’s authority over
the country. After the meeting, Rus-

sian officials expressed confidence in’
‘the. PUWP’s ability to resolve the °

Polish crisis. However, Russlan
troops remain camped on the Polish
border. According to a Western intel-
ligence officer; they could “be off and
running across the Polish frontier in
anything from one to eight hours.”
Thus, it remains to be seen exactly
how much time the Russian rulers will
allow Kania, or what further conces-
sions, if any, they will tolerate before
moving in. )
” )

Workers, farmers
press demands

These questions are assuming criti-
cal importance as Polish workers and
farmers continue to take militant
action against Kania's state-capitalist
regime. On December 22, 150 dele-
gates representing workers from 135
factories and mines around Pietrkow
Trybunalski ‘in central Poland were
promised increased meat rations after
a four-day sit-in ‘in focal- government

offices. Workers and farmers in south- .

eastern Poland organized a one-hour

general strike on January 6 to protest
“works-in Warsaw, told reporters that

government ‘harassment of their un-
ions. In western Poland, the Solidar-
nosc committee in Zielona charged
Stanislaw Cioseki, a minister without
portfolio in charge of union activities,’
with corruption and threatened to
strike on January 22 unless he was
dismissed.

In addition to these local struggies,
the government faces conflicts with
farmers and workers that could erupt
into nationwide confrontations. A
national organization of 600,000 farm-
ers, Rural Solidarnose, is demanding
official recognition and other conces-
sions from the government. At the
same time; a struggle between Soli-
darnosc and the Kania regime has
shaped up over the workers’ demands
for a five-day workweek. The PUWP

promised to shorten the workweek as
part of the settiement that ended the

August mass strikes. But on January 2-.

Prime Minister Josef Pinkowski an-
nounced that workers would have to
work every other Saturday, and that
the government would not implement
a five-day workweek until 1985.

Workers in Warsaw and coal miners

in the southern region of Silesia
responded to the: government’s an-
nouncement by declaring- that they
would refuse to work Saturday, Jan-
uary 10, to press the demand for an
immediate five-day week. Their action
forced the national Solidarnosc lead-
ership to reject the government’s plan
on January 7 and support demands for
a five-day week with no increase in
workloads, no wage cuts, and no elim-
ination of other days off The union
called on its members to demonstrate
their oposition to the PUWP plan by
striking on the 10th. In response to
this appeal, hundreds of thousands of
workers stayed home, shutting down
factories all over the country. While
government officials are urging nego-
tiations to fesolve the conflict, they
are also threatening to dock the pay.of
workers who refuse Saturday work
Solidarnosc’leaders say they may cali
mass stnkes if the workers are penal-

! |zéd

Desplte such warnings it appears
that Solidarnosc officials are trying to

wants to head off an Invasion that
would destroy its own limited freedom
of action in domestic and international
affairs. To do so, Kanla must convince
the Russian government that his
regime can reduce the workers ‘30
obedience without the “fzaternal as-
sistance” of Russian troops. But he
can hardl}qlg":i) as long as he is
forced, time again, to negotlate
with the Solidarnosc leaders as
equals.

Consequently, Kania's regime is
trying to reassure the Russian rulers
that it will- take a hard line against any
further opposition. The government
has stepped up its propaganda against
“anti-socialist forces” in Solidarnosc
and the Workers Defense Committee
(KOR), a dissident group that works

. closely with the union.In particular,

the government has begun to attack

Solidarnosc leaders by name for the -

first time. In an editorial printed
January 7 and read over national tele-

vision thdt night, the PUWP news-.

paper Trybuna Ludu condemned
“noisy forces” for instigating “anar-
chical incidents.” It attacked Andrzej
Gwilazda, a leader of the most militant
wing of Solidarnosc based in'Gdansk,
for telling a West German newspaper
that multi-party democracy would

. eventually be established in Poland. It

also criticized Solidarnosc leaders in
seven cities for “abusing the rules of
democracy” by demanding-the ouster

avoid an all-out confrontation with the __of government officiais.

.government over the five-day work-

week. -The union’s guideiines on the .
workweek issued to members after the
January 7 meeting state that “In a
difficult economic situation,” workers

.“can recognize the need to work on
. free Saturdays.” In’ Warsaw itself

workers at the Ursus tractor plant and
the Fiat auto factory worked out a deal
in‘which managers agreed to close the
plants on the 10th in return for the
workers’ promise to work another. Sat-
urday ‘later in the month. Seweryn
Jaworski, the Solidarnosc spokes-
person at the Huta Warszawa steel-

management had agreed “in principle”
to negotiate a reducgd workload. He
declared: “We’re each giving ideas to
the other, and maybe one side will
come up with an idea that is better
than the other’s.”

PUWP steps upattacks‘
to.reassure Russians

While a compromise settlement to
the workweek conflict might be wel-
comed by the Kania regime, it will not’

' solve its fundamental problems. The

PUWP leadership - knows that the
Russian ruling class is maintaining a
close watch .over events in Poland. It

~ On the following day, -Zolnierz

Wolnoscl, the ‘armed forces news-
paper, warned KOR leader Jacek
Kuron that he could expect no
“leniency” from the government. That
same night Polish television showed
films of Polish tro0ps on maneuvers
as it has done during earlier confron-
tations. . B
Then, on January 10, Kania rejected
the demands of Rural Solidarnose,

warning that: “There is no room in the

Polish countryside for a political op-
position of an antisocialist character.”

it is hardly coincidental that this . .

campaign - coincides with the ‘in-
creased attacks on Sojidarnésc by

‘Russian propaganda organs. On Jan-
uary 1, .the Russian news agency

Tass repeated its  warnings against

“anti-commuriists” in the union. Then} .

on January 7 Pravda, the official gov-
ernment newspaper, printed a polemic
against an article written by KOR

. leader . Adam -Michnik, which had:

appeared in the West German maga-
zine Der Spiegel on December 29 in
the article Michnik called for a

compromise between the Polish work- -

ers and the government and “raised

questions” about the PUWP's -monop-

oly of political power. Such 'state-

‘ments by KOR ieaders are neither new.

nor particularly threatening to Kania's

demonshato for unlon recognmnn in W|rsaw on January a.

regime. But Pravda ctaimed that they
represented views that were previously
“hushed up” and that violate the
Polish constitution.

Will Russians
invadePoland?

We cannot predict when the Rus-
$lans will invade Poland, or if they will
do so at all. However, the Russian
government is unlikely to keep its
troops mobilized but inactive for iong,
particularly since many are reservists
called“up from vital jobs in industry to
bring the army up to war strength.
Sooner or later the Russian ruling
class must choose either to invade
Poland or to sendj at least some of
these troops fie. Some military
experts believe the best time for an
invasion would be between January
and March, when the marshy lands on
the Polish-Russian border are frozen
and would more easily support move-
ment of troops, tanks and artillery. It
is also possible that the Russian

" govermment will make no move until

after the national congress of the
PUWP in March, in order to see
whether the party leadership is able to
unite and come up with an effective,
longer-term. strategy for restoring its
authority.

There are certainly strong reasons
for the Russians to want to. avoid
direct military intervention. An inva-
sion of Poland would be enormously
costly for the Russian government, as
it would meet resistance frort- the
whole of Polish society. For instance,
the Speaker of the Polish Parliament
warned in December that “any Inter-
vention from the outside” in Poland's
.Internal affairs would be “inadmissi-

* ble.” The commander of the Potish
~4navy told a party meeting that “The

army will do nothing to sever its tles
with society and the workers.” Signifi-
cant sectfons of the army are likely to
resist any Russlan [nvasion.

The Russian army could quickly
overwhelm any gpnventional forces:

 massed against it, particularly since:

‘thére are few natural barriers to hold *
up their advance. But it would have to!

- maintain a massive occupying army’:

against inevitable 'guerrilia attacks at
enormous cost to its already weaken-
ing economy, Moreover, 1t would face
the task of suppressing .the mass
‘workers’ and peasants’ organizations
in a.country whose people have a long
hlstory of reslstlng Russlan domina—
tion."

Nevertheless, If the Ponsh state-
capitalist class femains® unable to
re-establish- its authority by Its own

* efforts, the Russian ruling class may

well decide it has o other cticice but
to order its troops.into Poland.O
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©On ‘January ' 11,

Left Launches ‘Final Offensive’

~ By ALBERT LARY

The year ended in El Salva-
dor with 12,000 dead, the
economy in a shambles, the
government on ‘the -edge of
collapse- and the -bloodied
masses facing the danger of
U.S. military intervention and
escalating civil war. “This is a
place drifting toward chaos,”
said one observer, as all sides
rushed to consolidate their
strength before Ronaid Rea-
gan takes office.

. Late in‘December the Dlrec-
clon Revolucionaria Unificada
(DRU—Unified Revolutlonary
Directorate), military ‘com-
mand of the Frente Farabundo
Marti de Liberacion: Naclon‘al
(FMLN— Farabundo Marﬂ ‘Na-
tional , leera on Front),,
[+ called its

Chalatenango and Santa Ana.
Deéspite new -assaults by the
liberation forces, most of the
~-area Is sstill in government
hands. As we go to press, the
attacks In San Salvador and
gplon " other cities also ' appear
offensive is in stalled. '
( nforcements The guerritlas, who claim to
.#supplied : have 15,000 regular troops and
pters' beat 30,000 reservists, are: poorly

;ﬁber attacks in armed. They cannot sustain a

the rebelst
wndened the offensive with

:howdown in El Salvador

direct confrontation with the
U.S.-equipped and U.S.-
trained Salvadorean army. As
a result, they are forced to
wage a rural-based war of attri-
tion, waiting for the political
mood of the masses to swing
over to a readiness for insur-
rection.

But the Salvadorean army is

ot in great shape either. Split
by internal political factions
and demoralized by the wide-
spread hatred they face from
the Salvadorean masses, they
are unable to crush the left.

u.s. gov't is junta’s
only supporter

Meanwhile, in the capital, a
U.S. diplomatic team, alleged-
ly sent to Ei Salvador to in-
vestigate the murders of four
U.S. women missionaries,
actually spent most of its time
trying to breathe life into the
crumbling junta. Its solution
was a, ggvernment re-shuffle
which’dissolved the junta and
replaced It with a figurehead
president authorized to seek
negotiations with the rebels.
This concegsion to Interna-
tional public .opinlon - cost
little and means even less.

Real government power shift-

guerriilas;’ ‘Soclal Dém
Christian Democrats and
- Neé pendents. it will be willin
cribed  their strat- open . friendly relations «with
. of .selzing: small the U S. The property fights of

“criminals,” gumy of “bomb-
ing” and “murder,” and wants
to treat them like capitalists
treat anyone elsé who does
these things. But this same
imperialist. government has
locked these liberation fight-
rers up after secret trials with
no juries and only police
evudence presented—for the
“crime” of being nationalists’
in an occupied c‘oqgtry'

THE . natlonallsl pﬂsonefs
sgaged their hunger- strike not
simply to win lmproved treat--
ment, and riot because they
think they are “better” than
other prisonérs, “but ‘because
fon: ne already served. forcing ‘the British to grant
“During thé, strike, - thou- them political status would

L make the mpenalists official-

_ ly recognize the existence of a
legitimate national liberation
movement. Granting national-
ist prisoners polmcal status
would also.”mean * that the
imperialists recognized them

naﬁonal ist']
in Brmsh-

domonstrated inLo Angeles January 4
Out of ‘El Salvador.” A",

ﬂ : chants i Auded No Draft! No Warl!”; “Revolution—Yes! -
‘intervention—No!”; and “El Pueblo Armado Jamas Sera -
: Aﬁlaslado"’ (The' anned pooplo will nover*be crushed

.. Sponsor of the “march ‘and- rally was the: May 4t
Coalition, which was ‘originally. created” 1ast: year as
" anti-draft group. Recently, this coalition has tried to lin
‘up the draft Issue with the Incraasing danger of U:S
- Intervention in Central America. “Don't let El Salvador.
the next Vietnam” was a.commion theme among speakers :
at the rally. ’ .

Hundreds of people joined in the demonstration as it
marched around MacArthur Park, in a worklng class Laﬂn
neighborhood. - i )

exrnn

To pfotest u. S involvement In the E! Salvador civil war,

pons.

longshore workers on the U.S. West Coast are refusing to
load.U.S. military equipment already. en route to"the
Salvadorean regime. Several tons of material have been °
halted at the port of San Francisco alone. A spokespenon :
for the International Longshoremen’s and - Warehouse-
men’s Union sald the boyeon would be felt In over 30 -

’ whxch Jis’
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women strlkers are impris-
oned. .

THE BRITISH government,
‘ding the seven

* instead; it.says they are

and their organizations (pri-
marily the Provisional wing of
the .Irish Repubhcan Army—
IRA—to which most of the
strikers belong) as parties to a
political. conflict, not “crimi-
nals" and “terrorlsts ”

The IRA'is one of the oldest

actlve liberation movements
in the world; it has been
around since 1919. But the
British have always refused to
deal with it as such a move-
ment. It is this recognition,
from either.the British or the
semi-colonial ‘government’ of
the Irish “republic,” that the
fasting- prisoners were de-
manding.

" The strike had been de- .

clared as a fast to the death.
Such fasts have a long history
in the modern Irish nationalist
‘movement, dating back to
1920. The last person to starve
himsel® to ‘death was Frank
Stagg, a Prowsional IRA mem-
ber who died {in Britain in
1976. Nationalists ‘have often

-chosen this slow and -painful

death both to protest British

“imperialism and to demand
“better . conditions for their

fellow ﬁrisoners

THIS FAST was an intensifi-
cation  of _the four-year—old
blanket protest, during which
prisoners have refused to wear
clothing, work, use toilets or

bathe becausé the imperial- .

ists won't recognize them as.
polmoal prisoners. The strik-
‘ers ended their fast, they say,

ed slightly
undermine a
rightist coup
worsening m
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wve refused to wear
ork, use toilets or
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-ecognize them as
isoners. The strik-
heir fast, they say,

ed slightly to the right, to
undermine a threatened ultra-
rightist coup and prepare for a
worsening military situation.

Colonel Adolfo Arnoldo Ma-
jano, the one remaining liberal
in the junta, who has been
powerless for months, was
completely ousted in the shuf-.
fle. Majano promptly called
for the overthrow of the re-
gime “by whatever means are
necessary” and then went
underground. Majano’s re-
moval split the middle-level

officer corps into rival camps.
At ‘least ‘one . officer has
threatened to take his com-
mand over to the side of the
rebels—if Majano leads the

way.

The new. president Is a
Christian::Democratic politi-.
cian and’long-time junta mem-
ber, Jose Napoleon Duarte,

.

seemed to have granted some "
of their-demands. But these
concessions did.not meet -all
the demands of the prisoners;

"some work is being demanded

of them, and nothing was sald

about remission of sentences.- .

The strikers nonetheless said,

at first; that they had won.
Since then,-the Provisional

IRA public relations officer at

" the. Maze ‘prison_has stated .

that. the British ~government .

had gwensln ‘then backed off ~

afterthe fast was called off. H
says they appeared to- glve in
because two of the prisoners

were on the brink of death, but

then went back on their prom-

ises. He asked the prisoners’”

supporters to hold themselves '
alert for future dctions by the
prisoners for their “original
demands. This is the first time

such alarge group of national-
ist fasters has -quit without .
either winning their demands

or, more" frequently, “starving .

to death. Whatever the causes
of the prisoners’ defeat, revo-
lutionaries must support the
Irish national liberation strug-
gle and the political rights of
captives | of the occupying
power. U ?

who admits the new govern-
ment is a “last ditch effort” to
avert the “ultimate crisis.” No
cne expects the government
to survive. Right-wing Colonel
Jaime Abdul Gutierrez now
holds effective power as vice
president and commander-in-
chief. Colonel Jose Guillermo
Garcia, an ultra-rightist with
known ties to the paramilitary
death squads, remains as
defense minister.

In a further ominous devel- -

opment, Major Roberto D’Au-
buisson, head of the fascist
White Warriors Union, re-
entered the country in mid-
December. D’Aubuisson was
involved in two previous. coup
attempts last year.

To, promote the stability of
the reshuffled regime, on
December 18 the U.S. govern-
ment pushed through a $45.5
million loan from the Inter-
American Development Bank.
It also.restored $20 million In
U.S. economic assistance
which, along with $5.5 million
in military aid, had been
suspended two weeks earlier
after the murders of the four
missionaries. Although an
FBI/State Department investi-
gation implicated Salvadorean

security forces In the mur- |

ders, U.S. aid to these forces
Is essential to maintaining
U.S. influence In the area.
Even the January 3 killings of
two U.S. officlals, Michael P.
Hammer and Mark Davld Pearl-

man, shot by rightists to pre- |

vent their collaboration with
the junta’s “land reform” pro-

gram, hasn’t ‘altered the im-

perialists’ strategy.

At first, in an' effort.to keep‘

alive his “htiman rights” repu-

5‘? -DAY HUNGER STRIKE

‘when the British government

Dublin demonstmtion last ‘November- in suppon of hunger

strikers.

tation, President Carter re-
fused to restore the $5.5 mil-
lion in military aid to the
regime. But he left a five-man
U.S. Army counter-insurgency
team in El Salvador and con-
‘tinued to pour arms into
neighboring Honduras, a
close ally of the El Salvador
‘junta. Finally, on January 14,
Carter used the rebel offensive
as an excuse to restore the

suspended military aid
While U.S. policy makers

nearly all recognize that the Frgnch CPleads attack onimmigrants

immediate threat to the re- )
gime is from the far-right The French Communist Party (PCF) is actively participating

forces, they fear even more in aracist campaign against immigrant workers in France. On

WORLD

that continued instability will
serve to strengthen the left.
Therefore, they cantinue to
promote the charade of a
“moderate centrist” govern-
ment, which long ago ceased
to have any base outside the
U.S. embassy.[]

December 24 Paul Mercieca, the PCF mayor of Vitry-sur-Seine,
a working class suburb of Paris, led a white mob in an attack on
a housing project for 320 inmigrants from the West African
country of Mali. While Mercieca urged them on over a bullhorn,
his followers destroyed telephone wires, water pipes and hot
water heaters in the government project. One used a bulldozer
to knock down one of the walls of the project.

There are over four million immigrant workers in France,

,\;g,presentir?g almost eight percent of the total population of the
country. The French government originally encouraged
immigrant workers to come to France as a source of cheap
labor for the capitalists, while it denied them any political
rights. However, French capitalism is now in the grip of a
recession which has left 1.5 miilion French workers unem-
‘ployed. Consequently, President Giscard d’Estaing’s govern-
ment is restricting Immigration, while a growing number of
French workers are blaming the Immigrants for taking away
their jobs, ” .

The PCF Is encouraging these racist attitudes and is calling
for a total ban on further immigration. The mob attack led by
the “communist” mayor Mercleca Is an example of the PCF's
policy. PCF leader Georges Marchals also claims that the
d’Estaing regime Is trying to forc&nhis party to take responsi-
bility for immigrant workers by placing them In towns and city
districts controlled by local PCF governments. While this may
be true, it hardly excuses the PCF's racist pollcy, or its criminal
actions in Vltry . )

)

Mulaho roshufﬂos cabmet

Robert Mugabe, the prime minister of Zlmbabwe has begun
a shake-up of his government almed at consalidating his
power. On January 3, he dismissed Joshua Nkomo (the head of
the Zimbabwe African People’s Union—ZAPU) as home affairs

. minister. At the same time he fired Edgar Tekere, a leading
member of Mugabe's own party, the Zimbabwe African Natlonal
Unlon (ZANU), from his position as manpower planning
minister.

Mugabe and Nkomo were co-leaders of the Patriotic Front,
which led the successful struggle for Black rule in Zimbabwe.
But | they are political enemies, largely because Nkomo was,

J always more willing to compromlse with the former white

- settler regime, but-also because they represent rival tribes.

When they ran against each other in last year's election for a

Black government, Mugabe won an overwhelming victory,

Since then their respective supporters have fought several

skirmishes. In Bulawayo, an Nkomo stronghold, at least 55

people were killed on November 11, after Nkomo supporters
apparently operidd fire on troops onal to Mugabe. The shooting

i started after Enos Nkala, the finance minister and a close ally

“-of Mugabe, made a speech in which he cailed for a one-party

state and urged Mugabe troops to “take action” against the

Nkomo forces. Since then, the' government has jailed several of
: Nkomo s Jeading aides.

Altheugh Tekere' is a member of Zﬁ\du he is not one of

- Mugabe's ¢lose political allies. Instead, he represents a faction

ll  within the party which opposes Mugabe’s moderate policies B
that allow.the white minority to retain their grip over the

" economy.. Last summer, Tekere was charged with murder after
agun battle in which a white farmer was killed. He was ac-
_quitted in December. Mugabe justified his dismissal of Tekere

' -by claiming that he needed “lots of rest” after the trial. Mugabe .
" refused td'say whether Tekere would keep his high party posts.

In dlsmissmg both men, Mugabe has strengthened his own
control over the government. By firing Nkomo from a post = .
which gave him nominal authority over the country’s police; he
has deprived him and his followers of ‘any chance to gain‘actual
control over a vital piece of the ‘state apparatus. And by
. drsmissing Tekere, Mugabe has weakened: the inﬂuence of one
of‘his'main rivals wuthin his own party.

—PB -
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(Continuéd from page 1)

Times reported that the first cabinet
appointments, made on December 11,
were “greeted by corporate leaders as
one of the best cabinets since the days
of Calvin Coolidge and Herbert Hoover.”

“The Good Gray Cabinet” is what
MNewsweek called them, partly as a de-
scription of the wall of gray flannel bus-
iness suits formed as they stood side-
by-side at a news conference, but also
as a reference to the main-line conserv-
ative backgrounds of the individuals.
Reagan’s top .appointees are not ideo-
iogues or theorists of the New Right.
They are not deacons of churches
devoted to the “moral re-armament of
America.” They are among the best and
most successful managers and admin-
istrators of the business world. Their
mentality and political outlook has been
formed by their life’'s work of running

capitalist enterprises and making pro-

fits. They believe in the most narrow
and literal meaning of the phrase,
“what’s good for business is good for
the country.” -

Reagan ran for president on a
promise to “put America back to work.”
His program to. accomplish this in-
ciuded rolting back government regula-
tions to give business greater leeway to
re-organize production,
safety and health hazards, and exploit
and pollute natural resources; lowering
the minimum wage, at least for youth;
* cutting individual and corporate ‘taxes
and shortening-the period over which

business can write-off depreciation .-

costs; and creating-a balanced budget
by cutting food stamps, unemployment
compensation -and other soclal%ser-
vices.

Implicit in most of Reagan‘s,\cam-‘

paign and his program is the lie that

working women, Blacks and Latins are
getting too much, and that affirmative

action, busing, and other anti-discrimi-

_nation measures should ‘be’ ended

The mdivxduals _Reagan. has pickec
for the top 18 ]obs are people ready to
carry out this program. “We're Iooking
for people with a real S.0.B. factor,”
Reagan recruiter smygly corfided to a
Wall Street Journal reporter this Decem-
ber.

in fact most of the “S.0.B.s” are not
merely tough-skinned businessmen.
They are also solid members of the
WASP (white Anglo-Saxon Protestant)
Eastern Establishment that forms the
core of the U.S. ruling class. This

sector of the capitalist class, which has:

taken the lion’s share- of top govern-
ment jobs over the years, is blamed for
“the decline in America’s strength and
morality” by many rank-and-mers of the
New Right.

Of Reagan's 18 top geople, nine’
attended ‘ivy League universities and
two attended West Point. Five currently
own or are executive officers of at least
one large company. Five others are now
corporate lawyers and three ¢ome di-
rectly from fuli-time staff positions in
the Reagan campaign. The remaining
five inciude
officials, one former governor, one con-
gressman, and one resident scholar-at a
right-wing think-tank. Eight of the 18
have served in past presidential admin-
istrations, mostly the Nixon/Ford ones.

There is one woman among the 18,
one Black person and two Catholics,
both of them of Irish descent. There are
no Latins, Jews, Asians, or Southern or
Eastern Europeans.

A _look at the individual records of
Reagan’s appointees makes clear where
their loyaities lie. We'll start by looking

regardless of

“ appointed "him to’ a- top

two state government -

i s

Reagan’s Cabine
'Big Business
on the Offensive

?

at the six posts that are concerned with
foreign policy.

Foreign policy
Junta

The new Secretary of State is Alex-
ander Haig. He is most recently presi-
dent of the country’s 10th largest manu-
facturing - firm “and the third - largest
defense contractor, United Technolo-
gies Corporahon
Haig is b it known, however, for his
career as' ‘pro nal-army man and.
‘White House-aide in the years before
joining United Tect ologles Haig was
Henry Kissinge s number one admin~
@tra!or and leading
rotege during the
years .that Kissin-
- ‘ger. was = National

Se urity Advlsamwf

h N

the Nixon Whlte
House, he pushed
hard ‘for the. 1972
Chnstmas bomb-
"and the ‘mining: of
arbor. OVeI,thé course . of
“four years, ‘Nixon promoted Haig from
colonei to four-star general and ‘then

posmon—Army vice-chief of staff.

) Ha|g came:- baok 1o the Whlte ‘House -
and ‘became  the’ president’s chief of

staff, however, when Watergate dis-

closures - forced H.R. “Haldeman - to-

resign from that ‘position.
counts of the last Nixon days:
Halg actually running the White* House
although the source for these storles
_ may be Haig: himself. Haig. was . ap-
pointed commander of the NATO (Ncrth

Atlantic' Treaty Organization). forces.

soon after Ford became president. He
retired from the army in 1979 and! after

" testing the waters for a possible try at

the Republican presidential, nomina-
tion, became . United Technologies’
" president—at a salary so large, he says
“he will lose upwards of $8 mnhon by
serving in the cabinet for four years,
Casper Weinberger is the new Secre-
tary of Dafense. Most recently, he has
been chief Iegal officer of Bechtel
- Corporation. Bechtel, with annual reve-
nues of around $6 billion, is the coun-
try’s third largest engineering and con-
struction company, as well as the num-
ber one builder of nuclear power pl'ants.
Bechtel's. president is George Schultz,
who was Treasury Secretary in Nixon's
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~Ronald Reagan’s
‘successful drive to

- Nixon appointed- him Federal

Pentagon .

administration; ‘the company’s con-
struction projects in fran—now defunct
—were supervised by former ambassa-
dor to Iran and former CIA director
Richard Helms.

Before going to Baghtel, Weinberger .
had a string of politicgl offices and
high-level government jobs. He was a

“member of the California state legisla-

ture in the 1950s and was Republican
Party state chair-
man In the early
1960s. Although he
gave only token
support to presi-
dential candidate
Barry Goldwater in
1964, and fought

win the Republican
nomination -for
governor in 1966, he served as state’

finance. director while Reagan was,

governor: ‘He left that position when
Trade
Commission chairman in 1969. Wein-
berger later became Director of the
Office of Management and Budget and
finally Secretary of Health, Education
and Welfare (HEW). At HEW, Weinber-
ger got the nickname “Cap the Knife"
for his cutting of social service pro-
grams.

Weinberger is a Harvard graduate and
serves on the board of directors of
Bechtel, Pepsico, Inc., and the Quaker
Oats Company.

William Casey is Reagan's choice for
Director of the CIA. For the last year he

.has been working full time on the_

Reagan campaign staff and wls Rea-

gan’s campaigh manager beglnmng last

April. Prevnously he had careers &s a tax

lawyer in New York and later as holder .
- of several high level. government JObS

Casey the tax lawyer is best known
for writing highly profitable desk man-
uals on taxes, real estate and invest-
ment law. Among these are How. to
Raise Money to Make Money, How to
Build and Preserve Executive Wealth
and How Federal Tax ‘Angles Multiply
Real Estate Profits. The advice may
have helped .the
rieh-get richer but
it may not have
come "all from
Casey: He settled a
. suit for plagiarism

agreeing to pay
$20,500 in return
for -sealing the
courtrecord. Casey
- also twice faced

charges of - violat--

ing secoriti,es laws in the course of his
high-flying financial activity.

on one occasion by

In 1969, Casey began his career in
government. After he came to the atten-
tion of Richard Nixon as the ieader of a
committee buying newspaper ads sup-

“® porting the controversial anti-ballistic

missile system, Nixon appointed him to
the advisory council of the Arms
Control and Disarmament Agency.
Two years later, he was appointed
chairman of the Securities and Ex-
change Commission (SEC), the govern-
ment agency that polices the stock ex-
changes and stock and bond brokers—
and the same agency that had investi-
gated Casey for violating Its laws. White
at the SEC, Casey helped the !Interna-
tional Telephone and Telegraph com-
pany (ITT) side-step charges of bribery.

~ As SEC chairman, Casey wa®.also near

the center of the dealings between
Nixon and fugitive financier Robert

"Vesco.

Casey left the SEC to become Under
‘Secretary of State for Economic Affairs,
but soon left that post and became head
of the Import-Export Bank, a semi-
independent .government agency.

The new Mational Security Advisor
(NSA—the post held by Kissinger and
Zbigniew Brzezinski in the past) is
Richard Allen, another full-time staffer
in the -Reagan campaign. The job is not
much of a change for Alien; for the past
10 years he has been a professional

advisor and lobbyist in and around the
Washington foreign policy establish-

Reagan -visit
attacked Carter-for breaking his promises 10
cut back on unemployment compen
programs. ) '

sation,’ the 1

ment. Early on in the Nixon adminis-
tration he served as deputy to NSA
Kissinger until rivalry between them led
to Allen getting the boot.

After tfiat; Allen
became, among
other things, a reg-
istered agent of the
Portuguese gov-
ernment. For
$60,000 a year, Al-
len was, in the
words of the Wall
Street Journal, “in
charge of convinc-
ing American law-
makers, scholars
and citizens that the people of Mozam-

bique and Angola really like being under
the rule of the Portuguese.”

During the same period, Robert
" Vesco paid him $10,000 a year to repre-

sent his interests, and he was working

for Nippon Motors as well. Five days
before the 1980 election, the Wall Street
Journal printed an article documenting
that at the same time he was hiring
himself out as a lobbyist for these
people, he was also working on a day-
to-day contract basis for Kissinger's
office and passed information he re-
ceived in confidence at the White House
to his private clients. This article forced
Allen to resign from the Reagan staff,

- but after the election he was restored to
a position of honor.

@ Torcmjot /Eugene V. Lae

outh-Bronx in New York c“y (ﬂbOVO) during ‘the campaign_ ant

iid the area.: Now:Reagan is planning to -
food stamp- ‘program and urban aid
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As Allen’s past shows, Reagan’s bus-
inessmen’s cabinet signais a break from
the post-Watergate ¢oncern over possi-
ble scandals. It represents a return to
openly accepting that the ethics of bus-
iness—where breaking the law when
necessary and possible is standard
operating procedure—are the proper
ethics for government as well.

The last two foreign policy positions,
which have much less power than the
previous four, are the Ambassador to
the tN, and the Special Trade Envoy.

Jeane Kirkpatrick, the new Ambas-
sador to the UN, is a political science

a resldent scholar
, at the American
il Enterprise Insti-
tute,-a right-wing
hink-tank. She has
not held a govern-

, even soclal-
ists; who-have be-
come- conservative
hawks . in recent
years.

conservatives, Kirkpatrick considers
herself a Democrat. She has been an
outspoken critic. of Carter’s human
’ rights campaign,: belleving it gets in the
. way of suppomng the repressive re-
gimes-she sees as the best defenders of
U.S. .interests against social change. It

_ is a.typical move for Reagan that the

one job he has given to a woman

““involves mostly talk and little power.

.William _ Brock, .the Special’ Trade

"Envoy, is most recently ‘Republican
National Chalrman He is from an elite
. Southern background, and was given’

the post largely because he is widely

- credited with playing a major: role “in

rebuilding the Republican Party He is
close to the-more moderate wing of the
- Republican Party grouped around: Ger-
ald Ford, and is not well liked by the
circle around Reagan. He was the last-
person appointed to a cabinet-level
position, and reportedly only took the
job after Reagan promised that the job
would remain.at the cabinet leve! for at
jeast six months.

'Economic policy
group '

The promise to do something about -

the economy was responsible for more
votes for Reagan -than any . other
promise, and it is the performance of

" largest stockbroker

rofessor at Georgetown University and -

Like rmost neo- -

gressman from .

- ddrting of the “sup-
‘ply-side econom-

‘stricting monetary growth to fight infla-

_ anti-war movement in the '60s, is one of

Reagan’s top economic officials more
than any others that will determine
whether Reagan retains the popularity
he had on November 4.

The leading economic official, the

" Secretary of the Treasury, is going to be

Donald T.' Regan. Regan is most
recently chairman of Merrill Lynch and
Co. He has spent
most of his adult
life with Merrill
Lynch and its lar-
gest subsidiary,
Merrlil.  Lynch,
Pierce, Fenner and
Smith, the nation’s

—the one that ad-
vertises that it is
“bullish on Amer-
ica.”

Donald Regan is
known for having aggressively expand-
ed Merrill Lynch from the nation’s
largest broker to one of the nation’s
largest financial firms, competing head-
to-head with the large banks and
money management companies..dge did
this by searching out the loophoies in
laws intended tokeep brokers out of the
banking business,\and then stretching
them as far as he could.

Regan, like many of Reagan’s ap-
pointees, is taking a large salary cut to
go into the cabinet. Cabinet officers
now earn $69,000 a year. Yet, this is so
far below what the heads of private cor-
porations are used to that the Wall
Street Journal (which often complains
that autoworkers’ wages are too high)
was moved to say that “inflation has
made It a joke.” In fact, Time maga-
Zine ghas estimated that the average
‘salary. (to say nothing of money accrued
through investments, interest, etc.) of
Reagan’s cabinet appointees last year
was $285,000. In Donald Regan’s case,
he is:coming ‘down from $503,000 a year
in salaryzand incentives, plus earnings

.on_a large amount of stock in Merrill

Regan, a graduate of Harvard, is a

< frustee of the University of Pennsyi-

vama a member of the Business
Roundtable and served as vice-chair-
man of the New York Stock Exchange
from 1972-75 (the same period that
Casey headed the SEC). p
Davjd Stockman is Reagan’s pick for
Director of the Office of Management
and. Budget (OMB), the agency with
primary responsibility for distributing
money. to the varlous goverhment de-

_partments along the guidelines set by -

Congress. Until his appointment, Stock-
man. was a con- - #

Michigan, and-the

ics” group in the
Republican Party. -
This group believes
in cutting taxes to °
stimulate the econ--
omy, while cutting the budget and re-

tion. Stockman, who was active in the -

the few- Reagan appointees with links to
the New Right, which is probably why
he was appointed.

Completing the economic junta are

" the secretaries of labor and commerce. |
* Both thése positions have been given to

men useful in the Reagan campaign, as
rewards for services rendered. o

Raymond Donovan, the new Secre--
tary of Labor, was Reagan’s campaign
manager for New Jersey and raised
$600,000 for the New Jersey pr!mary
effort. He is currently executive vice-
president of Schiavone Construction

Company, a northern New Jersey firm
that builds roads and tunnels. Although
much has been made in the press of his
being a “man of both labor and manage-
ment,” Donovan's union experience is
confined to membership in several craft
unions during summer vacations from
college.

As Secretary of Labor, Donovan will
have authority over the Occupational
Safety and Health “Administration
(OSHA), the enforcer of most job safety
laws and one of the agencies Reagan
has said he wants to enfeeble. Dono-
van’s own company has been cited for
135 OSHA violations in the last six
years, 57 of them considered serious.
The company is currently under investi-
gation for 12 unfair labor practices, 10
of them discrimination against women.

Donovan's appointment was sup- -
ported by the ra-
bidly anti-union
National Right to
Work Committee
and was intended
as a slap at the la-
bor bureaucrats
and an announce-
ment that the de-
partment wiil bend
regulations as far
as they can to help
management.

Donovan’s appointment Is another
statement that the Reagan administra-
tion is not worried about scandal. The
New Jersey construction industry, in-
cluding Donovan’s company, has well
documented ties to organized crime.

Malcolm Baldrige, the new Secre-
tary of Commerce, s| chairman of
Vice-President George Bush’s Connec-
ticut presidential primary campaign,
one of the few primaries that Bush won.
During the general election, Baldrige
was natlonal vicé-chairman of Busi-
nessmen for Reagan/Bush,

Baldrige is currently chairman of
Scoville, Inc., a Connecticut manu-
facturing £irm with total revenues of
$1 billion, whose best known products
are Yale Locks and Hamilton Beach
appliances. Baldrige, a Yale ‘graduate
who Is on the boards of six corpora-
tions, including AMF, Bendix and Uni-
Royal, presently “earns” a salary of
$342,431.

Social policy
secretaries

- The federally-sponsored social ser-
vices that Reagan has vowed to cut are
for the most part administered through

: three departments: Health and Human

Serv!ces (HHS—formerly HEW), the De-
part;'ent of Housing and Urban Devel-
opment (HUD) and the Department of
Education.

At the Department of Health and
Human Services, Reagan has chosen
" Richard Schweiker. The appointmen
Schweiker, who has hgen a senator -
from Pennsylvama, is anothe

got “the
Omtnaﬂon This
agreement was a
ploy 'to ‘get liberal
Repubncans to switch from Ford to
Reagan The "man er falled but It
changed Schweiker’ ife. Slnce then he

~(Comlnued on next page) -
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has moved steadily to the right, and is
now opposed to many of HHS’s
programs, some of which he himself
wrote into law. Schweiker is -against
women’s right to abortion and national

health insurance. Last year he led an.

sffort to reduce the number of safety
inspections at ;ob sites-and to prevent
any increases™in unemployment com-
pensatlon

The” only Black
person in the cab-
: inet is-the new Sec-
“retary of Housing
and Urban Devel-
opment, Samuel
Pierce, Jr.. While
Pierce is in the
cabinet mostly be-
cause Reagan had
to appoint some-
one Black, he does
_have the qualifica-
tions to fit in with
,the rest of the
ornell University,
enue lawyer. He
Eisenhower. and

crowd. A graduate
Pierce is now a
served in both
Nixon adminis
first Black-to rtner of a major
New York law firm and . to:be on. the
board of directors of a major ‘corpora-
tion. Pierce currently serves on the
boards of: Prudential Insurance Com-
pany of America, First National Boston
Corp. (and First National Bank of

Boston), General Electric, International ;- .

Paper Corp., and U.S. Industries, inc.,
and is a-governor of the American Stock
Exchange. )
Reagan repeated many,,
campaign. ‘that he wanl
the Department:
caused him proble
looking for some:

cation again very
may . take the de
cabinet and set it up as an mdependent
agency similar to NASA (National ‘Aero-
nautics and Spacé Administration).

Domestic affairs
departments

The last five cabinet positions; those - -

for dormestic policy, are Attorney Gen-
eral, Secretary of the Interior, Secretary
of Energy, -Secretary ‘of Agnculture and
Secretary of’ Transportatlon

To fili the slot of Attorney-i
Reagan has followed the,.example. of
every president’ : ‘:hl'?ofvﬁ‘er and
appointed a close per{ Aal friend,

William French Smith’ Smlthﬂs*current— .

ly Reagan’s personal attomey as well as
a partner in the Los
Angeles law firm of
Gibson, Dunn. and
Crutcher since
19486.

Smith is part of
the group of a half-
dozen rich Califor-
nia businessmen
who approached
then washed-up -
actor Reagan in 1964 and suggested
he take on a new role—that of politi-
cian. After Reagan was elected gover-

nor, he appointed Smith.a.Regent.of the _

University of California. ‘Smith has also

, and was the .

" power, and

served as president of the California
Chamber of Commerce. A Harvard grad-
uate, Smith is on the boards of six cor-
porations, including Crocker National
Bank, Pullman, Inc., and Pacific Tele-
phone.

James Watt, the new Secretary of the
lnterior, has spent the last several years
as president and
chief legal officer
of the Mountain
States Legal Foun-
dation. The foun-
dation, which is
financially sup-
ported by right-
wing beer baron
Joseph Coors, has
waged legal battles
for the right of pri-
vate companies to
plunder the natural
resources of public lands. It has also
brought suits challenging Native Amer-
ican sovereignty on reservations and
special utility rates for low-income and
handicapped people.

Before his appointment to the cabi-
net, former- North Carolina Governor
James Edwards said he'd like to go to
Washington, close down the Depart-
ment of Energy,
and then go back
to his practice of
oral surgery. Ed-
wards is getting
the chance to run
the department
now, although it is
unlikely that it will

‘wards is.a strong
advocate of nuclear
¢ p rgoach to soclal
issues can be judged ‘from his state-
ment after returnlng from a trip to South
( ¢ “The Black
f  politics ™

mpathy and understanding.”
ohn Block, Reagan's Secretary of

- ~Agricalture, Is currently Secretary of

‘Agriculture in lilinois. He gwns a large
highly-mecharnized soy bean and hog
farm in the northérn part of-the state.
He is expected to try to curtail’ Depart—
ment of Agricuiture programs dealing
with nutrition ‘and other consumer/ur-
ban dweller-oriented pr’ograms ‘and turn
the department back to being merely a
-service department for the agriculture
industry. The Department of Agriculture

runsthe food stamp programs and Block

will be ln arge of carrying out several

utbacks that - Reagan

“The Department of Transportation is
going to Drew Lewis, a business con-

- sultant whose previous transportation

experience comes from his tenure as a
trustee of the assets of the bankrupt
Reading Railroad. Lewis’ is currently
‘president of his own firm, Lewis and As-
'sociates, but spends muchof his time i m
Pennsylvania’ Republican’ politics.

1976, he was chairman of Gerald Ford s
campaign organization-in Pennsylvania
.during both the primary and the general
election; and this year was chairman of

‘?’_the equivalent Reagan committees.

. Lewis is & graduate of Harvard Busi-

"' ness'School and is on the boards of nine

corporations, including Allan Wood
Steel, Coleman, Inc., Providence Bank,
Comcast and Optical Scanning Corp.

Top capitalists
atthe helm

What this list adds up to. is a collec-
tlon of mainstream conservatlves near-
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be shut down. Ed-

" the whlto ‘South. African:
n getting its fair share’

ly every one of them personally a mem-
ber of the top layers of the capitalist
class. They are not some wacky right-
wing fringe group that has seized con-
trol of the government. In fact, there is a
noticeable absence of New Right repre-
sentatives in the Reagan administra-
tion. “These are Fortune 500 people.
We've been closed out,” complained
Richard Viguerle, ‘whose direct mail
service has ‘been .crucial in organizing
and unifying the New Right.

For a time, Reagan’s transition team '

put out the word that hard right-wing
Reagan people—who are now calling
themselves  Reaganauts—would - - be
given many of the sub-cabinet posts to

act as watchdogs over the many Ea_stern'

Ford/Bush Republicans who were
being given the top spots.

But it hasn’t worked out that way.
Casper Weinberger, for instance, told
the heavily Reaganaut Defense Depart-
ment transition team to wind up their
business, put a set of recommenda-

tions on his desk and disband by.

January 1. Weinberger then-#sisted on
full contro{ over appointing his stbor-
dinates ormd leave the cabinet.
Casper got he wanted and
proceeded, over the loud objections of
the Reaganauts, to appoint his long-
time sidekick Frank Carlucci, who has
most recently been deputy director of
the CIA, as Deputy Secretary of
Defense. :
Similarly, Alexander Haig told the
State Department transition team to get
~out of his way quickly, and leaked word
to the press that he didn’'t want to be
stuck with Reagan’s good -buddy, Cali-
fornia State Supreme Court  Justice
Willlam Clark, as Deputy: Secretary of
State. Soon afterward, Clark indicated

hailf with the results being a deepening
of the economic crisis, more people out
of work, and an actual dismantling of
British industry.

Finally, the big capitalists have no
firm faith in the New Right's extreme
version of “supply-side” economics,
particularly the idea that if tax cuts are
drastic enough, all economic woes will
be solved. Specifically, they fear that
the actual result of such a policy will be

. to send inflation skyrocketing while

most of the funds released by the cuts
will go into speculation rather than
economic modernization.

The result of all this is that the ruling
class, while quite firm about the need to
attack the working class, does not want
to be pinned down to any specific
economic $rategy, let alone the sim-
plistic cliches of the New Right.

Reagan and his advisors, despite
their ties to the New Right, know this.

This is why the individuals they selected

for the cabinet-level positions are pri-
marily drawn from the ranks of main-
stream sections of the ruling class, not
the New Right. Reagan figures that in
this time of crisis for U.S. capitalism,
big capitalists themselves, rather than
ideologues of the New Right, which is
based more on smaller businessmen
and middle class people, should be en-
trusted to pilot the ship of state. And it
is why Reagan’'s appointees are pre-

dominantly administrators, managers -

and politiclans—pragmatists who are
prepared to do whatever appears to
work at any given time.

%
‘Pruning economic
excesses’

he had changed his mind and didn't -

want the job. Haig has proceeded to fill

-:0other State Department r%

8/ with
career diplomats and vete é&_' ' the
staff of the man the New Right loves to
hate, Henry Kissinger. Even those few
top people who do have ties to the New
Right, such as Stockman, have been
appointed to positions where their

scope Is limited and other more main-.

stream conservatives are in charge of
overall policy.
The main reason why there are so few

representatives of the New Right in.

Reagan’s cabinet,.is that the ruling
class does not fully accept the New
Right’s program. Although it has shifted
considerably to the right and Is more

than willing to use the New Right as an-
organizing machine to tarry out attacks .
on the worklng class, the ruling class"
considers some of the proposals of the- -

New Right to'be more than a bit ques-
tionable.

The capitalists are well aware that
U.S. and world capitalism is- “faciny
serious economic crisis. Yet aside

the need to squeeze more surplus ‘value
out of the mass of working people; the:

ruling class doesn’t really know what to’
do. In particular. they can't figure out
how to end stagflation, the combina-

tion of economic stagnation and infla--

tion that has:plagued the economy for
the last 10 years.

Keynesianism is clearly out since, to
a considerable degree, its methods" are
what is respon51ble for the stagflatlon
Monetarlsm—partlcularly its notion
that simply by restricting the supply of
‘money inflation can be brought under

- control—doesn’t look as promising as

some of the bourgeois economists had
hoped. The U.S. ruling cliss has been
watching with dismiay as Margaret That-
cher's Tory government in Britain has

monetarist policy for the past yearand a

‘hesive plan from a

But the heavlly pragmatic nature of
the cahinet-has sOmewpreseh%tl és of
the ruling ¢lass worried. This concern
was expressed in two remarkably frank
editorlals in the Wall Street Joumal,
one of the earliest and most influential
advocates of a ruling class shift to the
right. In an editorial on December 22
entitled “Good Management of What?”
the Wall Street Journal wrote about the
Reagan appointees. “We have no par-
ticular quarrel with any of the names
but at the same time we find it hard to
divine any coherent pattern to them,
any plan for taking control of the gov-
emment and moving It forcefully In
definite policy directions. . . . So far the
appointments have provided the neces-
_sary management abilities, but the task
‘will also require an Ideological coher-
ence that remains more in doubt,” the
editorial concludes.

+#Nhatever the uneasiness or disagree-
ments within-the | ruling class; however,

by the Wall S
later.

_“It is perhaps t
intellectual to ex

administration, as oomlortlng as that
would be. Clearly its Instincts are

.sound, and it has a few very good

‘people in the right jobs. At the very
least we can expect some pruning of the
economic and isolationist excesses of
the last few years, and perhaps that will
be enough.” ~

"Prunmg economic and isolationist

: exoesses in everyday language means

brutally attacking tﬁeﬁorﬁlﬁg class and
the poor, beefing up. the military and
unieashing it agalnsf the-people of the
world. These are the policies the ruling

..class does agree on and is ready to im-
tried to implement, a relatlvely pure.

plement. These are the policies the Rea-
gan admimstratlon is commltted to.O
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Protests Greet 1¢ Day

- of Draft Registration;
32 Arrestedin NYC

By MARY ROBINSON

On January 5, demonstrations against the draft
were held in.a -number of cities around the
country to protest the first day of registration for
the 1.9 millon-men born in 1962. Last summer,
men who were born in 1960 and '61 were ordered
to report to post offices to register with the Selec-
tive Service System. This year, beginning Jan-
uary 5, men were ordered.to report for registra-
tion: as :they passed their 19th birthday.

Demonstrations have been reported in New
York City, Washington, D.C., Boston, Detroit,
N ikee, Los Angeles, Louisville and
d weather~ throughout the
peratures ranged from -8 de-
grees in Detroit to 11 degrees in New York—most
of the demonstrations were well attended.

In New York City, nearly 500 people gathered in
General Post Office chanting “Hell,

arl. U.S. out of El Salvador!”
the post office, there was a
w_speakers connected. the draft

After p
short rally. A

! We won’t die for Texaco!” and -

registration to the whole system which keeps
working and poor people down. The young crowd
—including students from a number of high

schools throughout the city—then marched to -

the Times Square Army recruiting station. Here
32 people were arrested when they sat in front of
the recruiting station and refused to leave. Of
those arrested, 27 still face charges of resisting
arrest and disorderly conduct and must appear in
criminal court February 26.

The New York demonstration was organized by
a number of groups, including the bilization
for Survival, the New York Commlt%gpst
Registration and the Draft, the War Resisiers
League and groups from Stuyvesant, Music and
Art, and Hunter high schools.

In Boston, 24 people were arrested when pro-

" testers tried to occupy the draft registration

offices in the McCormack Federal Building.

In Los Angeles, demonstrators stuffed tooth-
picks into post office door locks to jam registra-
tion procedures. The day before, over 500 people
marched from Los Angeles’ MacArthur Park to
protest the draft and U.S: Intervention in El

New York cops drag off anti-draft militant during

January 5 demonstration at recruiting station.
-

Salvador. (See box on page 10.)

In Atlanta, 100 protesters marched in front of
the main post office. In Louisville, 100 demon-
strators marched outside the federal office
building.

The exact future of this draft sign-up plan is
unclear. It was developed by the Carter admin-
istration following the Soviet invasion of Afghan-
istan. During the election.campaign, Reagan op-
posed the peacetime sign-up as a “meaningless
gesture” that would save little time. However, he
has since stated that he “hopes” he won't “have
to” institute a peacetime draft.

x
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eaders write...

orat Leavenworth |-

for ~ Action) ‘members - were

transferred from the state of
Alabama prison system for,
engaging in a peaceful protest

“against the brutality and the

inhumane and horrendous
conditions that are within the
Alabama.prison system. Con-

- sequently the four of us were
‘transferred 10 the federal sys-

tem to be assassinated; and
-on the last part of October at

"' Leavenworth prison- my com-

rade Anthony = “Bectemba”

" Paradise was brutally stabbed
- because of his.continuous try-

istration.

| have been incarcerated
since 1961, when | was only 17
years of age at that particular
time. . Therefore,” my long
struggle must not be in vain—
so in our hearts, struggle as
one! ’

My comrade, | leave you
with this: Without a struggle
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Chrysler on the Brink

(Continued from page 3)
against workers in weaker
unions or those with no union
protection at all.

UAW tops support
attackson wor‘kers

Far from defending its
membership against this cam-

paign, the UAW lsadership is

joining forces with Chrysler to
enforce the ruling class uiti-
matum. On December 22, the

. union’s Chrysler Council vot-

ed to renegotiate the Chrysier
contract. After the meeting,
UAW spokesperson Don Still-
man denied reports that the
council had rejected lacocca’s
demand for a wage freeze. The
resolution passed at the meet-
ing actually sidestepped any
direct response .to Chrysler

management. Instead it stated

that: “While it may be neces-
sary for extraordinary steps to
be taken regarding the Chrys-
ler-UAW collective bargaining
agreements, these are a re-
sponse to the requirements of
the government decision

‘makers rather than the de-
- mands of management.” In

other words, UAW leaders are
theﬁ FLGB or
Congress to -demand a wage

- _ freeze as an excuse for caving

in to Chrysier's demands.

On the related issue of
COLA, Fraser stated that it
was a “tough decision” -and
that-he wanted to “maiptain
the principle of ,COLA,” y ac-
cepting a reduction in COLA
payments rather . than thelr
total elimination. -

Nevertheless, the council
meeting also demons;rated
that resistance to ‘Chrysler's
demands ,may - be stronger
it was last year. In
January 1980 the Chrysler
Council voted 251-5 in favor of

- ‘reopening the contract. But -
. after the December mesting,

Marc:- Stepp, head of the:
union’s: Chrysler division, ad-
mitted: “There was consider-
able opposition to reopening
the contract but it passed by a
majority.” This would mchcate
that the lower-level union offi-
cials who,sit on the. Cherler

chaks’ case. According 1to:
U.S. law, parents’ rights. ovyerg

tis totallyirrelevan 55

Council are under some pres-
sure from the ranks to oppose
any further concessions.

Chrysler workers have noth-

ing to gain by surrendering to
Chrysler
mands. Concessions like the
wage freeze will not save their
jobs,
likely to collapse no matter
how much the workers give
up. And if the company does
survive, it will ‘only be at the
cost of devastating plant clos-
ings, production cutbacks and
productivity drives which will
permanently eliminate thou-
sands of jobs.

Consequently,

management’s de-

because - Chrysler is -

Chrysler.

workers should reject any
renegotiation of . their con-
tract. But Chrysler workers
will also need to develop an
alternative to whatever plans
Chrysler management and the
FLGB may come up with to
save the company. They
should call on the UAW
leadership to mobilize the
entire UAW membership in a

“campaign-to force the federal

government to nationalize
Chrysler without compensa-
tion to its stockholders or
management. Such a step
would  protect * ‘autoworkers
and other working-class tax-
payers from having to pay off
Chrysler owners for their man-

agement’s mishandling of the
company.

But nationalization of
Chrysler is at best only a
partial and temporary solution
to the crisis faced by Chrysler
workers. |If the government is
forced to take over the com-
pany, it will demand that
Chrysler workers submit to
sweatshop conditions in the
“public Interest.” To protect
themselves from such attacks
Chrysler workers should de-
mand and organize strong
stewards’ committees or simi-
lar shop-floor organizations in
order to guard themselves
from ruling class efforts to
speed up production or lower
safety standards. They must
reject proposals for “worker-

management boards” or simi-

lar schemes which the UAW

leadership is likely to support.
Such proposals are designed
to trick the  workers into
enforcing - shop-floor disci-
pline and increasing produc-
tion for the government and
generally taking responsibility
for Chrysler's survival. Auto-
workers can make their oppo-
sition to any such proposais
clear by demanding that Fra-
ser resign the seat on Chrys-
ler's Board of Directors which
he received after the last
contract renegotiation.

If workers secure the neces-
sary safeguards, a federal
takeover of Chrysler will en-
able them to keep their jobs
while remaining in a- good
position to protect their living

standards and working con-

ditions.

Polovchak Case -

that his natural parents knew

(Continued from page 4)

the Polovchaks’ right to due
process because they didn’t
know enough English to state
their case-The ACLU is also
arguing that the government’s
action violated - the . Polov-
chaks’ right to privacy, mean-
ing they interfered illegally in
what was a family matter.

In taking cuftody of Waiter -

and granting him asylum; the -
government in fact violated its’
own sacred principles. Legally :
and in principle the govern-
ment agrees with the“Polov:

their chiidren are nearly abso-
lute and. what the child wants

a _child’s _life. n.

usually look the other way :
rather than infringe on “par-
ents’ rights.”

In 1972, for example, a six?
year-oid boy named Johnny
Lindquist, who had been put

in a foster home three years '

earlier because - k
beat him; was returned to his
natural “parents against his
wishes. He wanted to stay
with his foster- parents, wh
were wmmg to adopt him.
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what he needed better than he
did. He died five months later
because of a beating from his
father. The flap that followed
caused the state of lllinois to
add a little more red tape to
the custody. lransfer process,
but what a_‘young person
wants or needs stsll carries no
legal weight.

What this means for the
. Polovchak case is that legally
Waltqgfs parents are right, the
government is.’ wrong and

" Walter.has no right to stay in
the country even if he wants

pmnl,lﬂs

Capitalism in Crisis............

as why Judge
Mé“oney took Walter and Nata-

r U.S. there Is no
1 mechanlsm for a. young
on to leave his or her
parenté because he or she
‘ wants -to.

As a resuylt_of all this, the
Polovchak case has the U.S.
ruting class in a dilemma. On
the one hand, they are com-
3 arents’ rights” and
inctity of the family”

“want to set any pre-
increase the legal
Ing people. On the
hey would like to
keep Wal r here smce this

"At “the moment with the

-

~
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case b&¥ged down in the
State of |llinois Court of
Appeals, the ruling class, reai-
izing what it might mean for
young people already in the
U.S. if they grant Walter the
right to leave his parents,
appears to be backing off its
original position. Specificaily,
Judge Mooney now says he-
wants to work out a compro-
mise where Waiter and Natalie
go back to their parents and
their parents stay In the U.S.,
but he expects the children to
end up back in their parents’
custody either way. Mean-
while, the INS says that if
Walter Is returned to his
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*The Rise of State Capitalism (How the Russian Revolution
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The Russian Revolution (Revolutionary Socialist
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Imperialism, National Liberation and Socialist Revolution

Maoism and the Soviet Union................cc..coeeiiuiin $.98
Basic Analysis of State Capitalism (Document of Struggle

of the Revolutlonary Tendency of the Red Flag
............................... .$.60
. ‘Gay Liberation Through Socialist Revolution (Document
of Struggle of the Revolutionary Tendency of the Red

Union)....ccoemvimiiaciainnn,

Programme of the RML of Jamaica..

l;¢ Gay uberauon Through Socia"st lﬁ%lutlon
Black Lesbian Speaks Out

Black Women in South Africa: Rovolutlonary Flghtors
Against Oppression
*Why Marxists Support National Liberation Struggles
*Has China Come Full Clrelo? Deng Opens the Door to U.S.
Imperialism
Why Marxists Look to the Most Oppressed Workers
: *Malcolm X: Rovoluﬁon Knows No Compmmlu ¢

parents, he will have to go
back with them unless they
decide to let him stay.

In our view, the entire case .

misses the point. The real
issue is whether Walter or
young people In general
should have any say over their
own lives, even when this
goes against their parents’
wishes. If Walter were 18,
there wouldn't be a case. As a
result, we support Walter Po-
lovchak’s right to remain in
the U.S™ARd if he wanted to
return to the Ukraine, but his
parents wanted to stay here,
we would defend his right to
go.(4d

D)o $1.00

Flag Union)...o8......coeevvevenrenncennens vevveranee R %
- South Africa: Victory to the Biack Workers’ Rovolutlon $.50 |
*Chile: Never Again!............cccccouuee. Wasnseennen
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