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By PAUL BENJAMIN-

In recent ‘months, the Torch/La An-
torcha has run extensive coverage of
Ronald Reagan’s program, it8 connec-
tloﬁ to the economic crisis” and the

ocratic Party is any lé88 th my
of the working class thar?“éare the’ Re-
qullcans In fact, we ‘are concerned

By WlLLIAM FALK

May 1p—The bodles of four more
murdered Black youths have - been
discovered in Atlanta over the past four
weeks; bringing. te 27 the number of

_young victims “of racist murder in the

past 22 months. Joseph Bell," 18,
missing since March 3, was found dead
on April 20; Michael Mcintosh, 23, last

->seen--alive in mid-March, was found-
- dead on April 20; Jimmy Ray Payne, 21,

missing since April 22, was founrd: dead

“on"April 27; and William Barrett, 17,
~was' found May’ 12, only a. few hours .
fter he was freported missing. One"

child, Darron Glass, 10, who dnsap-
peared in September, is still missing.
Four of the last five peopie to dis-

‘appear and be-killed in Atlanta were

panl&u.

responsibility for running the govern-
ment, they will have an opportunity to
blame everything ¢» the Republicans
and use this to rebuild their basg in the
working class,

The “battle of the budget” that re-
cently took place in Congress repre-
‘.sented the Democrats’ first attempt to
regroup their forces and recover some
of the political grgund they lost in last

Jad thelr economic program

alternative budget” éffered

Jones, who Is -chairman of the House
Budget Committee. Jones and other
Democratic leaders contend that while
their budget accepts the “national con-
sensus” for spending cuts, it makes
themn “a little easier to take, a little more

fair and equitable.”
But Democratic claims that their
budget in any way protects poor and
- (Continued on page 12)

year's election. On April 3, the Demo: ]

emocrats Support
Reagan Attacks

Democrat Thomas “Tip” O'Neill (top
right) applauds during President Rea-
gan’s speech to Congress on April 28
urging passage of budget cuts.

terror continues;

re bodies found

- . .
slightly built young men. This has led
to speculation that the close supervi-
sion of Atlanta children has simply
caused the killer or Killers to- turn to
snatching slightly older victims.” .

After nearly two: years of downplay- -

ing the youth murders in order to
preserve Atlanta’s carefully cultivated
image of “the city too busy to hate,” the
mayor and the police have been forced
to change their tune. In fact, they are
now ~so desperate to solve these
murders that when Roy Innis, the leader
of one faction of CORE (Congress of",
Racial :Equality), came to ‘Atlanta-a
claimed to -know the identity of !
killer, city officials treated him. serious-~
ly and politely. They shelved thelr
previous harsh rhetoric about not
needing outside “publicity seekers” and

X-523

“lead. -

instructed the police to follow -up his
ad. - (After several days, the police
announced that the lead had proved to
be a dead end.)

The treatment of Innis was in marked
contrast to how the Atlanta Black estab-
lishment has treatéd the mothers of the

wvictims. In order to enforce their claim

to speak for all of Atlanta, city officials
and the leaders of the many*Black foun-"
dations and social organizations in the
city have made a concerted attempt to

. discredit the ‘Mothers" Commuttee to

Stop Children’s Murders.
The Mothers’ Committeo.,was origin-

“ally résponsible’ for forcing the police to

establish- a child murder task - force in _

July 1980 and has been:the most con-

sistent critic of. the city’s handling .of .
(Continued on page 4)
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.~ Send letters to:

TORCH, PO Box 1288

New York,” NY10116"

:‘arbitrary bosses, e
ohe-up-man-ship'and prejudice, - .
ns but néver getahead..

risk their ski

rom what

‘From what wretchedness
have my comrades arisen?.

Look through the smoke!

‘agai

tike water in strong wind,

: QK@QQ i

sc’é’rs, N

wiledge

‘- that n%?’e,batﬂes must be fought!
Those scars shine with the truth t

Parton leadership rejects

Dear Torch,

A brief account of our most
recent meeting of United Steel-
workers of America (USWA)
Local 1014 (U.S. Steel Gary
Works) should serve as a
“graphic "example of how local
President Jack Parton, slated
against incumbent Jim Bala-
noff in the upcoming election

s move into

upsurge, the country does not
find it important to break up the
Kian: paramilitary camps. This
ryds not disarming the
~and Klan, who openly
preach. - hate and violance
éga;ns Blacks, Jews and Latin

mericans.When the cops,
ﬁ*Na‘zis go out killing

ey walk away with a
ist/Yet when the
he. murdered chil-
1ta armed them-
ps came down on
VEabrini-Green
tnselves, they

“It Is important

racist attacks, cut-
d ‘6ppression in all
e only way to fight
ression is to fight for
ist .revolution which
ghting for the freedom
orking glass people.
the state says get
iust say fight back!
ps; courts, Kian,
ﬁt(uwing say get
stsay jight back

1o do just that.

e

lass people to

for USWA District 31 directo‘r,
“runs the local iike a two-bit
tyrant,” as the last Torch/La
Antorcha reported. The account
should also expose Parton’s
liberal pose during the cam-
paign for the lie that it is. -

Supporters of the RSL intro-
duced two motions to the 1014
Executive Board for recommen-
dation to the membersnip.

THE FIRSJ motion concerned
Atlanta. The motion nated the
need for Black and white unity
in the face of increasing racist
terror and further attacks on
working people and the poor. It
called for the local to make and
distribute ribbons at the plant
gates, and to invite a mother
from Atlanta to speak to the
membership.

The second motion called for
solidarity and support to the
coal miners’ strike, by contri-
buting money to the strike
fund, sending buses of volun-
teer steelworkers to the miners’
picket lines (many coke plant
workers are on layoff, sup-
posedly because of the coal
strike), and by recommending
that the International call yonl
USWA members to refuse to
handle non-union coal! for the
duration of the strike.

Jack Parton was not af the
meeting, so the vice-president,
Bobby Demby, chaired. The
entire local - Executive Board
openly supports Parton's. poli-

_tics, and it is fair to say that
there are no independent think-
ers among its members.

First off, the Executive Board
chose not to inform the mem-
bership of our motions, so that
we had to raise them from the

‘motions on Atlanta, miners

floor. Concerning Atlanta, the
Executive Board, purely for
publicity, hoping to ward off
substantiated charges of Par-
ton's racism, had voted at the
last meeting to send $1,000 to
the investigative task force (not
the families), and had ribbchs
available at the union hall (al-
though the vast majority of the
membership was never in-
formed of this). Using these for-
the-record measures as an ex-
cuse, they overruled our mo-
tion and called it out of order.
The same -was done with the
coal strike motion, where the
board members claimed that
the miners’ union must make
contact before the local consi-
ders any show of support. We
insisted that the motions be
put before the membership for
avote, with Demby again ruling
us ot of order. When another
member asked who ran the
local, the membership or the
Executive Board, Demby re-
plied, “The Executive Board.”
THE motions made clear to
all present where we stood, and
where Parton and the Executive
Board stood. For the first time,
other local members, instead of
sitting back and watching,
heckled the Executive Board's
outrageous rulings. Also, other
Balanoff supporters in the local
distributed a leaflet about the
coal miners’ strike, urging peo-
ple to attend the union meeting
and support the motion. Such
united efforts by rank and file
militants is the only way for-
ward for defeating Parton and
building a fighting union.
For the revolution,
Sally Duran
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Irish Freedom Struggle Intensifies

By CASS MAYHEW -

Bobby Sands, a militant from
the Provisional wing of the Irish
Republican Army (IRA), died on
May 5 after a 66-day hunger
strike, a martyr in the struggle
against British imperialism.
Three other IRA prisoners of
war are still fasting and a fourth
took Sands’ place on May 8.

The hunger strikers are de-
manding that their British cap-
tors recognize them as political
prisoners and, more important-
ly, recognize the Provisional
IRA as a party in the ongoing
fight to expel the British from

" the northern six counties of Ire-
land.

For centuries Ireland was
held as a colony of England. In
1921, after a deternmined armed

During Bobby Sands’ lhunger
strike, slogans appearod on
Belfast walls (above) promising
vengeance against British im-
perialism If he dled. Following
Sands’ death, thousahds at-
tended his funeral on y 7.

- A

SR

On May 12, after this article wag, written, a second supporter of

the Provisional wing of the IRA dled in Maze prlson in a ‘hunger

strike against British imperlallsm Francis Hughes, 25, went 59

days without food. He was a  widely known

IRA

“something of a-folk here,” the New York Times reported on May

13, and someone who was for several years one of the men In
northern Ireland most wanted by British securlty forc 1 :
was imprisoned ‘in early 1980 for killing . ]
--Soofvafter Hughes’ death became knownyifl
tween British troops-and resldent?ln ‘S@Vel
hoods in Belfast. The next day, British authorities ref
members of the Hughas iamily Francls b jzuntll

a vlllage in County Derry, where Hughes is scheduled to be burled

with full IR}(’ military honors on May 15. Shortly after Hliahes
death, the IRA announced that another H-Block prisoné'r would

’ soon begin a hunger strlke, taking Hughes place:-

- I

struggle led by the IRA, the
country was partitioned, with

"“the southern 26 counties be-

‘coming. formally independent
and the northern six counties
remaining part of Great Britain.
The IRA refused  to accept
either the division of Ireland or.
the legitimacy of the govern-
ment that the British helped
install in the south. Since that
time the IRA has carried out
armed attacks against both
governments. This campaign
has intensified since the- six
counties were placed under
“direct British rule in 1871. So
has support for the |RA in the
north, which has reached a
peak in recent months.

Sands a soldier of
national liberation

Bobby Sands, 27 years old at
the time of his death, was serv-
ing out a 14-year term for some-
thing that would get you one
year, at most, in New York
state—possession of an un-

loaded firearm. But Sands was.

in detention not because he
owned a firearm but because he
was a soldier in the war for
national liberation. As a child,

he ll\(ed In a loyallst (pro-
British) heighborhood in ‘fi6rth-
ern Ireland; his family was

leader, .

‘ helghtemng the mass struggle

g%m Increasjng the IRA’s politi-
| Influence. He won on April
, the 41st day of his fast.

His campaign began when
adette ‘Devlin McAliskey, a
,nalléf militant and former

endorsed him. The British re-
fused to allow, Sands to issue
any campalgn statements and
did everything else they could
to prevent his victory.

driven from. this home by a—~"" On the loyalist side, the elec-

mob. Sands himself was driven
from his'job at gunpoint. These"
personal experiences rein-

_ forced his desire to fight for his
couritry’s freedom.

Arrested for: a 'second:time in
1977 (he had earlier been im-’
prisoned for nearly five years
for membership in the IRA and
attempted robbery), Sands be-
came the Provisional IRA camp
commander in- the H-Block of

the Maze prison, a special unit

designed to hold iRA prisoners

.of war. 'As camp commander,
Sands had been responsible for
calling off last year's hunger
strike when he thought the
British had agreed to the IRA's
demands. When the British
failed to implement the con-.
cessions, however, Sands, re-
solved to fast again.

During this * second fast,
Sands ran for the British par-
liament, for the seat represent-
ing Fermanagh and South Ty-
rone. Since the {RA does.not
regardthe British parliament as
a legitimate political body in
Ireland, the campaign was
waged for the purpose of

-would

tion was waged as a campaign
against “terrorism.” The British
knew that If Sands won, it
seriously undermine
their efforts to spread-the lie
that the IRA is a bungh of thugs
with no political standing.

Sands’ victory was a step
forward in’ the international
campaign to bury the “terrorist”
myth. More significantly, it led
to a greater struggle for na-
tional unification * throughout
all of dreland.>

Sands’- treatment during his
fast and especially during the
election campaign angered the
Irish people. ‘As Sands grew
weaker - and - drew closer to
battled troops,

“and thé Brmsh army increased

lts anacks onnationalists.
“In the last week of his life,
Sands ‘was ' tormented by a

parade of visitors begging him- -

to end his hunger strike. British
officials from both the Conserv-

- ative and Labour parties, the
European Human Rights Com-

mission, and Pope John' Paul
II's secretary ail told the dying
man that the British govern-
ment would not give the pris-

oners their rights, and, there-
fore, Sands should start eating.
These were the only visitors,
aside from his family, the
British allowed in. The British
did this, of course, not because
of any concern for Sands’
welfare, but because they
feared the rage of the Irish
people and the growth of anti-
British sentiment among the
worke_&g and oppressed people
elsewhere, espe-
cially other victims
of British imperial-
ism. The Pope's
secretary was
merely the last man
in an 800-year-old
effort by the Cath-
olic church to rec-
oncilethe Irish peo-
ple to British oc-
cupation. Despite
the efforts of his
visitors, Sands re-
fused to call off his
fast and died of
-starvation. He was
the 13th IRA fighter
to dle Iin this way
since 1920.

On May6, the
day before Sands’
funeral, a loyalist
cop died in sporadic fighting.
Qn the same @gvening, loyalists
threw a bomb into g nationalist
crowd, killing a young man, in
Belfast. In Dublin, capital of
“independent” Ireland, a rebel-
lion broke out after a vigil in
Sands’ memory, resulting in
100 burned cars and other prop-
erty damage. The police were
generally defeated in- battles
with the participants. Several
factories in the north were
burned the night Sands died.

All of this took place despite
a plea by the Provisional IRA
for ‘“discipline” during the
wake. This could either be a
mark of respect for Sands’
memory, or a political retreat
from previous warnings of all-
out war against the British
army and calls for a general
strike, made while Sands was
still gjjve. it is likely that the

As Two Huge trikers Die

Supporters of hunger strikers"
on May 5.

IRA lacks the ability to organize
mass actions, and fears what
could happen in unorganized
protests. -

Y
British rescind
concessions

Why did Bobby Sands sub-
ject himself to 66 days of
hunger and agony, a tactic that
is usually counter-productive?
Only one of Sands' prede-
cessors’ deaths by starvation
had a big and lasting effect on
the national struggle.

In freland the hunger strike is
used by participants in armed
struggle to improve prison con-
ditions. In fact, in 1972 a
hunger strike won political
status for prisoners from the
British. But in 1976 the British
decided that they had given too
many concessions to the IRA
and other nationalist and leftist
prisoners, and rescinded these
concessions. As a resuit of
those events, Bobby Sands
would get nothing from the
British. The government had
decided five years -ago not to
give in again; Bobby Sands and
his three fellow-fasters would
have to give up or die.

While the election campalgn
may have been a bigger vic-
tory than the hunger strike, the
hunger strike made the election’
campaign possible. As a result,
‘Bobby Sands’ fast was the ex-
ceptional case in which the
struggle was actually advanced
by such a death. But it stili
represents an individual action
being substituted for mass
collective action.

Bobby Sands died, as mil-
tions have died before him, “a
martyr to the crown.” But on!y
mass -+ struggle can  get the
occupying British army out of
Ireland. And only a’ revolution-
ary soclalist party can lead a
successful struggle for a unit-
ed, independent Ireland, free of
domination by British, U.S. or
any other imperialism.[]




{target by the cop

(Continued from page 1) -

the case. But  perhaps  what
most embarrasses and irritates
the establishment is that
spokespeople from the ‘com-
mittee have nhot--hesitated to
point out that the Atlanta Black
middle class has little in com-
mon with, and in normal times
-doesn’t give a damn about, the
poorer Blacks living in neigh-
borhoods now stalked by the
kilier. i

in “March, :state representa-
tive Tyrone Brooks, state sena-
tor and NAACP leader Julian
Bond - and’ aides from the

on, a gun.

City’s first
iBlack activist. "
| Guy was singled out

' Battle Cree

With . Guy's beating and ar-

Terror in Atlanta

the youths had been killed by

" parents as “nuisénces."
‘The Mothers’ Committee im- _

mediately called for the arrest
of anyone the police had evi-
dence against and pointed out

‘that these vague statements

cast a pall over all the parents.
No arrests were made.

Suspect found in
Buffalo murders

Elsewhere, however, it ap-
pears that the person responsi-
bie for a similar series of racist
murders, the brutal killings in
Buffalo, New York, last fall and
winter, has been caught. Jo-
seph Christopher, a 25-year-
old white man, was indicted on
April 29 for three of the Buffalo
area murders and is the leading
suspect in four other killings In
that town. and one oches-.
New York, i

16

ur son to be
into saying

izing around Guy’s case

“style activity. On
mber .26, 1979, Officer
1d. Hattis. followed’ Robert

r'30 days. Cops 2 ombed
he Guy-house'With intentions

" to shoot Larry as he ran from

the house. One cop got cold
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Joseph Christopher.

"

hattan Jast December 22.

Christopher's motives appear
to be pure and simple racism.
He had no prior contact with
any of his victims but attacked
them because they were Black

 about it and told his super-
r. This past March, several
0sses were burned on the
1ys’ street. A woman who wit-
ed oné cross burning
ated: “There were three white
guys standing there in -dark

- clothing. Oné appeared to have
on a dark blue uniform, like a

police uniform.”
The CEPB points to some
victories since its formation.

" The chief of police resigned in

June of 1980 and the prosecu-
tor In Guy's case decided not to
run for re-elettion. So far this
year, five top officials in the
police- department have taken
early retirements, the assistant
police chief has resigned and
Hattis and other officers have
been suspended.

Large turnouts
aid Guy .. ,
However, this April the gov-

-erninent had Guy declared- a

habitual eriminal because of
two previous. convictions. (in
1968 he ‘was convicted of
breaking and entering an Unoc-
cupied building. If he was white
and middie class the cops
would havé’ called his parents
to take him home. In 1972 he
was convicted of carrying a
concealed weapon.) This could
have led to Guy's sentence
being lengt

.the“sentent.:mg) prevented the
judge from increasing the mini-

(or in one case a dark—skinn@
Latino). The seven murders in
Buffatlo include two in which
the hearts of the slain B}ack
men were cut out by the killer.

Christopher’s arrest was not
the result of investigatio'n;s by
the police’ Christopher joined
the army in November 1980,
was imprisoned two monms
later for knifing a Black soldier
and cut himself with a razor
while in the stockade. He was
then transferred to the base
hospital, where he bragged to
two nurses about killing Blacks
in New York City and Buffalo.
They took it seriously and
reported him.

It was similar bragging that
led to the identification and
conviction of a suspect in an-
other¥acist murder case: that
of two Black men shot and
killed last August as they
jogged with two white women

through a Salt Lake City park.

John Paul Franklin, 25, was
convicted in March of viciating
the civil rights of the joggers,
largely on the basis of testimo-
ny from a woman he spent the
night with just before the mur-
ders, his ex-wife and two celi-
mates. Franklin, a former mem-

mum. The maximum is now 10
years and Guy is already under
pressure inside thé prison.

Don‘t rely on the
government

The brutality against- Guy is
not an isolated event. Since
this case has been publicized,
13 other incidents in Battle
Creek have been reported to the
coalition. In this atmosphere,
this April the Michigan NAACP
held a conference of over 200 in
‘Battle Creek to declare a “non-
violent war” on the KKK. While
calling attention to increasing
Klan activity in Michigan, espe-
cially in Battle Creek, is help-
ful, the NAACP's program to
dealyith it is misfeading. They
want to monitor KKK activity,
which is becoming- more and

more frequent. But they want to

ask " the * state government,

" through " the Human Rights

Commission, to do this#They
war?t purely government action
against the Klan. An

for a vetér registration. drive. .
They are also agains people’ .
arming. themseives - in 'self-

defense. All this sets peopleup

to be unable to effectively fight
the Kian and the govémme%f.

It is a mistake to rely on the.

government to carry ot a w,
on the KKK. In Battle Cresk i

r

Kian activity. Théy work hand

inhand. In spite of the victories E

of the CE?Q,,the governmentis
still carrying out racist attacks

ber of several Klan and Nay; .

groups, is now suspected of
killing over a dozen Black peo.
ple in five states in a yearlong
racist murder spree. He is also
a suspect in lastyear's shoating
of Urban League leader Vernon
Jordan.

Anger over the Atlanta mur-
ders is producing a movement
that, while it may not be able to
solve the cases or catch the
killers, can do something just
as important—fight against tre
racist atmosphere that hag
paved the way for the growing
epidemic -of racist murders A<
part of the increas‘ed awareness
of the need to build a strong,
anti-racist movement, plans are
going ahead for a national rally
in Washington, D.C., un Me .
orial Day, May 25. Called the
“Rendezvous for Life's Sake”
the rally has been called by tt
Mothers’ Coinmitice 1o §
Children’s Murders, and
been endorsed by several unp-
ions and political groups. It s
scheduled for 11 a.m. at the
Lincoin Memorial. The RSL wili
be joining with anti st
forces from across the country
for this important mobitization,
and urges averyone who can do
80 to join us.”

ranizing Against
n in Battle Creek

on individuals as well as cut-
ting social services and rights
to unemployment benefits.
This is hurting working class
and poor people of ail races.
Fighting the government’s at-
tempts to railroad Larry Guy in
court is part of the battle to free
him. But faws o ban Kian activ-
ity have in the past been used
primarily against those who
want to fight the Klan and
those who have suffered the
most from KKK terrorist activ-
ity. They have not been used
against the KKK. Registering to
vote is our demaocratic right but
no matter if we vote for Repub-
licans or Democrats, working
class and poor people get
shafted by both.

People are organizing in Bat-
tle Creek. The RSL and others
are involved in organizing in De-
troit. increasing repression and
attacks will bring out other
groups “and individuals who
want to fight the KKK and gov-
ernment.attacks. We must rely
on ourselves for defense

‘against both, the Klan and the
-governmént. We must be ready
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er of severar Klan and Nazi
roups, is now suspected of
iiting over a dozen Black :
ie in five states in a yeariong
acist murder spree. He is also
 suspect in last year's shooting
f Urban League leader Vernon
ordan.

Anger over the Atlanta mur-
ers is producing a movement
~at, while it may not be ab'e to
olve the cases or catch the
itlers, can do somiething jusi
s important—fight against the
acist atmosphere that has
aved the way for the growing
pidemic of racist murders. As
art of the increased awareness
f the need to build a strong,
nti-racist movement, plans are
cing ahead for a national rally
y Washington, D.C., on Mer-
rial Day, May 25. Called the
nendezvous for Life's Sake "
e rally has been caiied by the
iothers' Commitiee to Stop
hildren's Murders, and has
een endorsed by several un-
yns and politicai groups. It is
chedulecd for 11 a.m. at the
incoln Memorial. The RSL wil!
e joining with anti-racist
yrces from across the country
yr this important mobilization,
nd urges everyone who can do
o to join us.Ud

1st
reek

n individuals as well as cut-
ng. social services and rights
> unemployment benefits.
his is hurting working ciass
nd poor people of all races.
ighting the government’s at-
ympts to railroad Larry Guy in
ourt is part of the battle to free
im. But laws to ban Klan activ-
v have in the past been used
rimarily against those who
ant to fight the Klan and
sose who have suffered !he
1ost from KKK terrorist activ-
y. They ‘have not been_used :
gainst the KKK. Registering to
ste is our democratic right but
o matter if we vote for Repgb—
cans or Democrats, working
lass and poor people get
hafted by both. -

People are organizing in Bat-
e Creek. The RSL and others
te involved in organizing in De-
-oit. Increasing repression and
ttacks will bring out other
roups and individuals who
sant to fight the KKK and gov-
fnment attacks. We must refy.
n ourselves for defense
gainst both the Klan and the
‘overnment. We must be ready
3 defend ourselves from tefror-
st attacks. We need to build a
etwork of organizers who aré
nvolved in-these struggles. We
Iso need to work W
wilding a mass and mlmgxnt
novement of the entire workind
Jass to break all aspects of the
apitalist offensive—to oppose
yudget cuts, union busting,
Clan terror, unemployment, at-
acks on affirmative action and
sivil rights, and police bru-
ality.C :
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Thousands March on May 3 Against
- U.S. Intervention in El Salvador

By ROD MILLER -

Chanting: “No draft, no war!

U.S. out of El Salvador,” tens -

of thousands of people
marched and rallied in. Wash-
ington, D.C., on May 3 in the
largest anti-war demonstration
since the end.of the Vietnam
War. Additional thousands
marched on the same -day in
San Francisco, Denver, Kansas
City, Seattle and Tucson, turn-
ing May 3 into: a significant
show of opposition to U.S. mili-
tary intervention in El Salvg,gor.

Ral’iy organizers estimated ;

that as many as 100,000 pec
marched ~from " the " Linctin
Memorlal to the Pentagon;.D.C
police put the crowd at a co
siderably smaller “°207,000-
25,000. .. Whatever »
size, many, M
marched on May 3.

RSL contingents partici
in. both- the. D:C

participation’ .n“‘the

events was perhaps even
significant: * Les n
groups were present ‘in L
contingents; many Black organ

izations and individuals:helped -

to build' the mobilization and

participated in the demonstra- -

tion; a contingent of trade
unionists marched at the head
of the procession as it made its
way from the Lincoln Memor-
ial to the Pentagon, while many
unions officially endorsed the
demonstration; Latin organiza-
tions and individuals made up a
significant percentage of the
tens of thousands of people
who turned out.

Another positive aspect of
the May 3 mobilization was that
It linked anti-war and anti-draft
demands to demands directed

pression.
elped to unite: lesbians,

gree” of - explicit -anti-
fist ‘and ahti-capitalist
iment visible’ on 'May 3.

nouncing U.S: imperial-
lting for a victory to

Other banriers linked

Ivadorean liberation .
“U.S. 'foreign policy had a very’
. radical. thrust. The climate in

oppressed people in this coun-
try with the battles against
imperialism being fought by
people around the world.

Problems facing
the movement

The May 3 mobilization was
not without its weaknesses,
however. Many participants

were struck by the relative lack
of militancy in the Pentagon

ne "'l‘ts support -by raising demands
d “attacks p"n ‘oppressed groups.

march. This was accompanied
by a certain sense of power-

_lessness _jn the crowd; many

people seéemed to wonder
whether one more march, even
a large oné, would have any real
effect. Unwittingly, a May 9
edlitorial. in the Washington
Post addressed this question:
“The truth is,” wrote the Post,
“that a -protest like the one
conducted here last Sunday—
carried off with zest, protected
by the police and devoid of vio-
lence~is & demonstration that

the way It should.”
. Pl

Precisely—and that's the
probiem. In the early 1960s, at-
the start of the anti-Vietnam
War movement, the very act of
marching in the streets against

the country was stil! that of the
anti-communist Cold War and
opposition to government pol-
icy, particularly foreign policy,
was seen as disloyal or “un-
patriotic.”” Even later, as mass
anti-war marches became more
“respectable,” the movement
as a whole had a militant—even
threatening—character, linked
as it was to open Gl resistance
in the military and the urban
rebetMons in Watts, Newark,
Detroit and elsewhere. Today,
however, orderly, peaceful
marches are rather common-
place—engaged in by the left,
center and right. The movement
must begin to confront and
discuss the fact that a strategy
of holding semi-annual mass
marches is not likely to tap the
power, anger and militancy of
millions of working and op-

pressed people—and is even

less likely to have a signifi-
cant impact on the U.S. ruling
class. We must look for ways of
going beyond these
tactics—to organ-
izing strikes, mass
sit-ins and disrup-
tions and other ac-
tions which are
genuinely threaten-
ing to the system
itself. Neediess to
say, this will not
be easy. A national
conference, called,
“for example, by the
Peopie’s Anti-War 3}
Mobilization (PAM .
—the Initlator of
the May 3 Moblli-
zation), wouid be
a good place to
begin such a discussion.

In our view, the most serious
problem facing the movement
is its alliance with liberal, pro-
capitalist fdrces, in particular,
Democratic Party supporters
and politiclans. Ruling class
liberals have their own motives’
for involving themselves in the
movement. The liberals are
rather discredited today and are
looking to rebuild their base

and influence. While it was left-

4

Bella’ Abzug. -

wing organizations that did
most of the work to actually
build the May 3 marches, cer-
tain Democratic .Party liberals
lent their endorsement and
were invited to speak from the
rally platform. Fhis gave people
such as Bella Abzug an op-
portunity to urge tens of thou-
sands of people to “visit elec-
toral punishment” on the Rea-
gan administration—in other
words, to replace “bad” Ronald
Reagan with “good” Ted Ken-
nedy in 1984.

One speech by Bella Abzug
is no grave danger. However, if
ruling class liberals are brought
into the movement as allies,
increasingly given a platform
and influence, they will work to
cnannel the movement into
supporting the Democratic Par-
ty and its policies—policies
which, whiie they are often
dressed up differently, are as
imperialist and capitalist as the
Republicans’. To put it another
way, the liberals
will use their influ-
ence to try to keep
the movement from
becoming a class-
conscious move-
ment—amovement
of all working and
oppressed people
fighting for their
true needs and in-
terests against
their class enemy,
the capitalists.

This danger Is
not weil under-
stood In the move-
ment today. It is
. important to pa-
tiently but persistently explain
it to people. [Please see center-
fold editorial for a fuller dis-
cussion—Ed.] Virtually every
mass radical movement in the
history of this country—be it
the CIO or the civil rights move-
ment—has been led into the
suicidal trap of an alliance with
a section of the liberal capital-
ist class. . .and then beheaded.
We must fight against-a repeat
of this in the 1980s.0




Where is Alfredo ,Méndez?

Alfredo Mendez, one of the 11 Puerto Rican nationalist prison-
ers of war jailed last year, has disappeared from his cell at Pontiac
prison. Mendez was removed from his cell sometime in early May.
On May 12, Michael Aun, a spokesperson for the Federal Bureau
of Prisons, told the United Press International that Mendez had
been transferred to the federal witness protection program. That
is, he claimed that Mendez is now cooperating with the govern-
ment and is giving information to U.S. attorneys or a grand jury.
Supporters of the POWs and the Mendez family do not believe he
has. turned state’s evidence. The National Committee to Free the
POWSs told the Torch/La Antorcha they think Mendez was
removed from Pontiac against his will, kidnapped by the FBI or
other police agents.

The Puerto Rican POWs were arrested in April 1980 and accu(;d\

of being members of the Fuerzas Armadas de Liberacion Naclon
(FALN—Armed Forces of National Liberation), a group that
claims credit for political bombings. The'POWSs nelther confirmed
nor denied this. Nor did they presenta courtroom defense during
their trials-on charges of conspiracy, robbery and car theft.

Instead, they identified themselves as freedom fighters of a

foreign nation— prisoners of war—and demanded a hearing in
internafional court. They were convicted on all charges; the

lightest sentence received was 63 years . L

/}fs we go to press, th qugsiions about what haié happened to
Mendez remain unanswered. On May 13, attorneys Michael
Deutsch and Mara ;Slega&l\,ﬂléd a petition for habeas corpus on .

behalf of the Mendez family in federal district courtin Chicago: 4~

This is a demand to produce Alfrédo Meridez in-person, so'that his#*

family can see if he is all right and can inquire whether he wants to
see his fawyer. On May 14, Judge Bernard Decker ruled that the

" habeas corpus p‘etitidn‘?éﬁpuld’be&}handiéq by thé original federal
trial judge; Thomas McMilian. McMilian will consider it on
Monday, May 18. .

-

. * P i
- Graham and Allen win round four
Ernest Graham and Eugene Allen, two California prison
+ _ activists, have finally shaken loose ffom the trumped-up charges
that have threatened their lives for the past seven and a half years.
* On March 19, they were acquitted of first degree murder charges
stemming from a 1973 incident at the Deuel Vocational Institute.

in November of that year, a white prison guard was killed at
Deuel. Graham and Allen, who are Black;-were singled out
because of their reputation as fighters for prisoner rights and
charged with the murder. Since then, they have been tried four
separate times onthis same indictment. E

. The first trial, in 1974, ended with a hung jury, with six jurors for
conviction and six for acquittal. A second trial, in March 1976,
resulted in convictions and the death sentence for both men. They -
were transferred to death row at San Quentin. Graham and Allen
then appealed the convictions on the basis that Black people had

. been systematically excluded from the jury and in 1979 they won
an order for a new trial from the California. Supreme Court. This
third trial ended in May 1980 with another hung jury.

: Soon afterward, the district-attorney announced he was
preparing for yet another trial and vowed he would pursue Graham
and Allen unti! he got a conviction. But instead, the prosecution’s
persecution ended when Graham and Allen were acquitted on all
counts. Under U.S. law the prosecution cannot appeal a verdict.

Ernest Graham was freed soon after the March trial. Eugene
Alien remains in prison on his original seven-years-to-life
sentence, which he is currently appealing.

LI S I N

After a two-week trial, Nathaniel Lane, 19, the last of a series of
Black men to be charged and tried in the deaths of whites-during
. Jlast May’s Miami uprising, was deciared not guilty on two counts _
"“of first dégree murder 6n April 30. Aftér 13 hours of deliberation,
the jury also reported it was deadlocked on a third murder count.
A new trial is expected on this remaining charge. .

—WF
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- Judge Refuses to Send

White Man to Jail

By FRANK HOPKINS

On April 9, David Ross, a 23-
year-old. white man, went on
trial in Manhattan’s criminal
court for harassment of a Black
policeman and resisting arrest.
Judge Staniey Gartenstein
ruled that Ross was guilty. He
also decided that since Ross
was white and middle class, he
shouldn’t be sent to jail.

The trial stemmed from an
incident in April of 1980. John
Vaughn, a Black cop, Issued
Ross a summons for walking a
dog in Carl Schurz Park in New
York City. Ross tore up the
summons, threw It at Vaughn,
and then tried to set his dog on
the cop. Ross also trled to
punch Vaughn.

IF THIS had been a Black guy

1rying to assault a white cop, it

is very doubtful the case ever
would've. gotten to trial. The
cop would've blown the guy's

head off, claimed self-defense, -

and that would've been the end
of that. The fact that Ross got
to trial. was part of the advan-
tage of-being white and middle
class. But that was only the
beginning.

At the. trial, Judge Garten-
in.noted that Ross “richly
earnied a sentence of incarcera-
tion.” But ‘Ross s white, ‘a
student,and the-son of a police
surgeon. The judge stated,
“With 'his color and his ethnic
background, he wouldn’t last
10 minutes in Rikers Island.”
Ross would be “Immediately

_subject 16 - homosexual rape

and sodomy and to brutalities
from fellow prisoners such as
make the imagination recolil in
‘horror.” And with that, Ross
was fined $1,000 and ordered to
apologize to Vaughn, to write a
5,000-word essay on disobedi-
ence and to- do community
service two nights a week for a
year. L

This is not the only case
Judge Gartenstein has tried
lately." Edwin Fuentes went on
trial before the. judge recently
for attempting to steal a mop
from a basement. Fuentes is
Latin' rather than white. And
he’s a boiler- mechanic. rather
than a student and son of a

police surgeon. Gartenstein
didn't even think of having

..Fuentes - write - essays. The
-judge offered to “let Fuentes

off” with nine months if he
pleaded guiity-Nine months for
a used mop that Fuéntes didn't
even actually. get to take.
WHAT IS going on here is
clearly racism. Nobody can
claim-that trying to steal a mop
is more socially dangerous
than trying to go after a cop.
These days, if you look at a cop
u-Can. count ~on
ending up in jail. But.in this
society “crime” isn't just some-
thing that's done, it is also who
is' doing it. So when Garten-

Into Rikers Isiand prison.

stein gets hold of Black and
Latin working class people, he

throws them behind bars and”

couldn’'t care less what hap-
pens to them. But when it's a
white middie class guy, then
the judge is “recoiling in hor-
ror” at prison life. ~

AS NEWS of Judge Garten-
stein’s decision got around, all
kinds of city officials pretended
this was an unheard of outrage.
Mayor Koch of New York City
claimed he was “aghast.” But
the officials are really pretty
much doing a song and dance
routine. The hayor and all the
corrections officials know this
is really just a slightly more
obvious example of what hap-
pens all the time. Working
class crime gets punished “to

the - full extent of the law.”

Middle class crime goes un-

hoticed or almost totaily yn-

punished. All through society
it’s the people tike Fuentes who
get the jail terms, and the
people like Ross who get the
essays. It's built into the sys-
tem and Koch and his buddies
know this, .

But the officials have their
own-slimy -ulterior-motives for

fienouncing Gartenstein’s ruj-°
-ing. Robert Morgenthau, the

Manhattan district attorney,

has been trying to say that:

Over 9,000 prisonrs, most of t Black or Latin, are jamod

conditions at Rikers Island

really aren’t so bad.. Mayor

Koch is calling for the passage
of state legislation that would
enable the prosecutor to appeal
sentences that are “unduly
lenient.” The maneuvers of
these people are just as racist
as what Gartenstein is up to.
Morgenthau is trying to cover
up the rape and brutality that
the prison system causes. And
in dolng this, he's setting
things up so that even more
people, especially Black and
Latin people, have to face rape
and terror. Koch is trying to end
“leniency” in sentencing. Even
though he’'s making the sen-
tencing of a white man his
issue, you can be sure it will be

JBlack and Latin people who will

get the worst end of the deal.

GARTENSTEIN, Morgenthau
and Koch are all about the same
thing—and that is trying to
hold together this system. To
do this, they all need to support
the prison system and they all

"need to rely on racism. Their

only real difference is over how
upfront they should be about
what they're up to. We need

.-something totally.different. We

need a society without prisons,
without racism and without

- jobs for the Gartensteins, Mor-

genthaus and Koches.O
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By DARRYL CLARK

CHICAGO, May 10—The trial
of 10 Black prisoners charged

in the deaths of three guards

during the 1978 Pontiac prison
uprising ended last night with a
complete victory for the pns-
oners.

A jury of seven Blacks and
five whites deliberated for less
than five hours before returning
“not guiity” verdicts on all 57
charges of murder, attempted
murder and conspiracy.

The acquitted men, who
could have been sentenced to
the electric chair had they
been convicted, are: Michael
Evans, Jesse HIll, Albert Jack-
son, Ernest Jackson, Benny
Lee, Stephen Mars, Ronnie
Newby, David McConnell, Jo-
seph Smith and Kevin Tolbert.

The state has not yet an-
nounced whether it will go
ahead with the trials of six
more of the Pontiac Brothers,
scheduled for June, after this
devastating rejection of Its
frame-up.case. The verdict is a
major reverse -for litinpls Gov-
ernor Jim Thompson, who had
referred’ to the ‘prisoners as a
bunch of “anlmals ” and the

Jul 22 1978—P joners at the Pontiac Cerrat?tienaﬂ Centér A
nst miserable conditionsat the prison. Duflhg

Niinoisrise up a

the Pontiac Brothers.

bomonstrations like the on\m 1978 pictured above helped build support for

The state's case began to falnl\

apart from the very beginning
of the trial. They had no physi-
cal evidence—no murder wea-
ing or lab tests, nothing at all.
All they had was testimony
from 17 prisoner withesses and
two surviving guards. This tes-
timony was thoroughl tainted,
Every witness was reéy
the state for testityir

the rebellion, three guards are killed and millions of doliars in
damage done. After the rebellion is suppressed, the entire prison
is put on deadlock, with the prisoners locked in their celis 24
shours a day, deprived of soap, showers, hot food "visitors, etc.
July 27—People’s Law Office attorneys file suit seekiny an end

to the deadlock.

November 3—Federal Judge Crowley enjoins the Department of
Corrections to end the deadlock. A U.S. Court of Appeals blocks

his ruling within three hours.

November 9—Court of Appeals rules that Pontiac prisoners
must be allowed showers and exercise immediately.
February 5, 1979—Grand jury begms its investigation into the

Pontiag rebetlion.

March 5—Grand jury indiets 31 prisoners for the rebelhon 17
are charged with the murder of three guards and the stabblng of
two others; 14 prisoners are indicted on lesser charges.*

April—Deadlock (longest in U.S. prison-history) lifted, although
educational and job training programs are not restored.

June 1—Defense attorneys-for the Pontiac Brothers win a
change of venue to Cook County, which includes Chlcago where

all the defendants are from.

April 21, 1980—Angelo Robinson, one of the 17 prisoners up'on..
murder charges, turns state’s evidence and has his case severed -

from the others.

August 14—Judge divides the Pontiac 16 into two grodps for i

trial.

September 18—Jury selection for the first 10 begins.

February 19, 1981— Jury selection process (longest in linois
history) compieted A jury of seven Blacks and five whxtes six -
women and six men, is empaneled.

March 4—Opening arguments heard in the trial of the 10.

May 9—Defense and prosecution make their final arguments;
judge instructs jury; jury deliberates for five hours. At9:15p.m.,
verdict announced—all 10 acquitted on all charges. Three of the
defendants, Ronnie Newby, Jesse Hilfand Joseph Smith, are out

on the street before midnight.

*Of the 14, five were later acquitied; eight were found guilty and
sentenced to from three to eight years; and one has yet to go to

trial.

“they had said earlier. For exam-
ple, for months after the rebel-
lion, Danny Dill, a guard who
was stabbed during the riot,

identified a prison-
er named Tyson as
his attacker. But
when he went to
the grand jury he
dropped Tyson’s
name and accused
three other prison-
ers. In the trial he
claimed that he had
lied about Tyson.

The prisoner wit-
nesses all received
time off their sen-
tences and cash to
live on after their
release. Many of
them admitted that
they would lie to
serve thelr own in-
terests.

Torchtoto/ Dave Warren

The defense doc-
umented how the
statehad pressured
prisoners to testify
with a carrot-and-
stick  technique—unbearable
deadiock conditions and  the
threat of murder Iindictments if
they did not testify, and prom-

ises of transfers, time off their
sentences, and cash if they did.

By the time of closing argu-
ments, the state’s case was in
shreds. Prosecutor Algis Bali-
unas asked jurors to “use your
imagination” to accept the
state’s claim that the riot was
the resuit of a conspiracy
among gang leaders at Pontiac.
Defense attorneys had little
trouble pointing out that the
state hadn't proved anything
with its bought testimony from
a crew of liars. They concen-
trated on telling the jury not to
be pressured by a feeling that
they had to convict somebody.
The jury apparently did -not
need much convincing. After
the verdicts were announced,
one juror, Sherman Frooman,
told the press: “The case was
' so poor | began thinking maybe
I just didn’t understand how a
trial was supposed to work. |
kept looking for facts that
would support the prosecution,
but | couldn’t find any.” The
quick acquittal was a stunning
repudiation of the frame-up.(]

Sweeping Changes
Ordered at TDC

.On“Aprit 20, 1981, Judge
dustice handed down
. ‘order in the Rulz vs.
Estelle suit (for detalis of the
sult, see Torch/La Antorcha,
January 15, 1981). Judge Jus-
- tlce mandateéd sweeping chang-
es In the policies of the Texas
‘Department of Corrections
{TDC)_soncerning health care,
prisoners with special needs
(such as handicapped prison-
ers), solitary confinement and
administrative segregation, use
of chemical agents on prison-
ers, work safety and overcrowd-
ing. He also appointed a special
“mriaster” to make sure that TDC

- officials - ‘complied with the
~ruting.# Mark’ White, attorney

- general: for the state of Texas,
claims- the.-changes will cost
TDC between $3 and $4 billion
and.says-the state wjll appeal
the -ruling.

--TDC =is pamcularly upset
with the judge's ruling on the

- issue . of overcrowding. Judge

Justice ordered that the TDC
“population,” nowabout31,000,
-be reduced :t6 28,500 by No-
vember 1; and that TDC estab-
lish a work furlough.program to
accomplish this. He ruled that
all new units be designed to
hold no more ‘than 500 prison-
ers and that existing units be
reorganized to meet that maxi-
mum. He-also ordered an end
to the TDC practice of squeez-
ing three‘or-fodr prisoners into
one tiny-celi-ahd ruled that all
prisoners must have 60 square
-feet of living space by 1982.
Finally, Judge Justice ordered

an end to the Buliding Tender
system, which has been a vital
part of the reign of terror
'‘maintained by TDC over the
prisoners. ’
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Eroy Edward Brown, a 30-
year-old prisoner in the Ellis
Unit of TDC, is facing two
capital murder charges stem-
ming from an incident in which
he allegedly kilied the Ellis Unit
warden, Wallace M. Pack, and
the Ellis Unit’'s farm manager,
Billy Max Moore, on April 4. As
we go to press we have heard

several versions of what hap- -

pened on that day, but the

" general lines of the. story
.appear to be as follows.

Brown wasg a trusty at the
Ellis Unit and was working on
the farm. He got into an argu-
ment with Moere and Pack,
who then tried -to handcuff

. Brown and take him .to the

“Bottoms,” a dry river bed

about five miles from the main
" buildings, where prisoners are

taken- to be beaten. Brown
fought back. Pack was carrying

.a .38 pistol, and in the scuffle

Brown allegedly got the pistot

~and killed Moore with a single

shot to the head. Brown and
Pack wrestied down an em-
bankment into about four feet
of water where Pack drowned.
Brown was shot once in the

- foot but was otherwise unhurt.

He was arrested at the scene.
Pack and Moore were the first
TDC employees to be killed
since 1974, and Pack is the first
warden ever to _be killed by a
prisoner.

Pack was new on the Ellis
Unit, having taken over from
Billy McMillian (known to the
prisoners as “axe handie”) on
March.15, 1981. When he came
in, Pack visited every wing of
‘the prison and warned the pris-
oners about “disruptive activi-
ties.” According to one prison-
er, Pack announced: “I'm war-
den Pack and all this shit is
dead. I'm going to put a stop to
it.” Pack’s reputation as a
“tough” warden had préceded
him and prisaners hurled shoes
and other things at him when
he made his tour.

TDC officials are denying the
existence of the “Bottoms,” but
the practice of taking prisoners
there for beatings is common
knowledge at Ellis. One former
TDC trusty told the Dallas
Moming News he had been
beaten there. He said: “This
had to come. It used to be an

inmate wouldn’t- even think of. .
Ldoing something like that. But

there are so many men and:so
many problems. The inmates
get to feeling they can’t beat
the prison officials by talking,
so they'll beat them by death.”

TDC director W.J. Estelle is
using the incident to drum up
support for the death penalty,
saying: “If there.was ever any
reservation in my mind ' the
closer it gets to home the less |
have. | wouldn’t want to.be the
next person who' tried to as-

_sault the next warden.”

Prisoners at the Ellis Unit ére
building support for Brown. A
defense fund is being set -up,

‘but there is as yet no address
Ctoroit.oc ¢ .
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March Against

Reagan Cuts

-
i

4 ayw E SCHWEIZER 5;25 a week unemployment tlgey are ‘about now?,”..“This -
oterlng ’

Fmeen thousand angry railroad work- The: march was, much larger and more

* ‘ers fromas far away‘as Louisiana, Ohio" !nilltant than the: leaders of the unions

- and. Kansas- marched on Wnahlnqton Had” predlct"ed ‘ They® had planned” the_
‘D.C., against raﬂway badget ‘cuts on” . demonstratlon s an acGeptable, . r

‘as tha first joint demon— 8 18s-lobbying" of Conqress

nned cutbacke However

York.'

ot sheckled.

orgarn izlng unorganlzed workers, or
ding their current union member-

ba up to thie workets themselves to
whitevet organizational ties they make
develop into a fighting alliance,
an a ur”ea"hr}r atic maneuver.

45
..

na related move, the UAW is planning to rejoin
FL:ClO; the national labor federation. UAW
ent Douglas Fraser announced on April 28

(UHW) Earlier in January, the Oil,i(
. Atomic Workers Union and the Umt :
ers. Internahonal Unlon began hold ng sim‘
cussnons -

-~ Such mergers can potentlauy mcrease theu

. and'bargaining power of the workers'i in theseu
:-ions. For instance, 350,000 autoworkers and
. rubber workers have |ost théir jobs as aresuit
dectining auto sales, plant closlngsand layof
combining forces,-members of the UAW.and U
i would gain the power to shut.down a huge gortion..
- of U.S. industry. They would.thus be in a better.
- - position to defend themselves against layoffs,
. wage cuts and runaway plants. To take another ex-
ample, in the past, the SEiU‘and District 1199 of
the RWDSU have competed against each otherto
organize workers in the health care industry. Once
the two unions unite, they will-be able to eliminate . -
such conflict and pool their resources for.union or-
ganizing drives, as well as increase.their.strength.
vis avis the nursmg home and hospital -
i - managements.. .

" However, there is no guarantee that union merg-
il ers will restit'in concrete’gains for the workers in- -
olved. Union leaders can and will use mergers as a

The UAW Ieft the AFL ClOin 1968, arguing thah
the federation s Ieadersmp was “dormant” and un-
- willing to play. a positiverole in defending the

: s of working people. But today Fraser sup-

ports reaffiliation becatise “a unified labor move-

men uld be’ far more effective in the years just

*ahead W heg Iabor is going to be attacked by right-
wing forces.” He also asserts that AFL-CIO Presi-

_dént Lane Kirkland'is moving the federation away
from its past conservatism.

. However, some groups within the UAW, includ-
ing the Independent Skilled Trades Counctl and
'sections of the union’s secondary leadership, op-
pose: rejonnlng the AFL-CIO. About one-third of the
delegates at the regional conventions voted
against reaffiliation for various reasons. Among
them are:.1) The AFL-CIO is too conservative; 2) the

. UAW leadership did not carry out a democratrc dis-
cussion of the question; 3) reaffiliation could lead

“to higher union dues; 4) it could lead to jurisdic-
tional disputes with other AFL-CIO | unions, partic-
ularly in the slgllled trades; and 5) UAW locayls

2}
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15,000 rall workers rallied agalnst budget cuts in Washington, -D.C.

.is 1981!" and-
“They're striking in Poland!™ .

Many_ workers were clearly inspired
by the workers’ and farmers’ struggle in
Poland. Hundreds wora buttons or car-
ried signs saying “Solidarnosc” (Soli-
_darity—the independent Polish labor
_union). “The Poles are advanced beyond
us right nbw,” sald Dominick Polchin-
ski, a BRAC member from Albany, New

However, despite the militant heck-
ling and chantmg the Bureaucrats man-
aged to keep the demonstration politi-
cally conservative. Instead of identify-
ing as the enemy the government and
ruling class which is attacking them,
many workers carried pre-printed pla-
cards reading “Coal and Conrail—Amer-
ica's Answer to Imported Oil,”
port ‘Our American’ - Railroads!” And
when Lane Kirkland, president of the |
AFL-CIO, pleaded in his speech that the L‘ér)d struggleindependently of the union
U.S. needs a “strong rail system for the
protectlon of national security,“ he was

- In’addition, the march remained lim-
ited in its scope to defending railway

ha delegates meeting in regional conventions had

* ican Textile Manufacturers, Assocla i

workers only. Except for the Firemen
"and.Oilers; who distributed signs say-
ingy'Oppose Budget .Cuts!,” neither
placards nor speeches flinked up the
struggle of railway workers with those
of other working class people who are
also under attack.

Since the march, the ‘conservative
railway union bureaucrats have run
away from struggle altogether. In the in-
terests of hnding a “solution™ accept-
able to the capitahst ruling class, they
announced on May 5 that they were will-
ing to give back a plannéd 10 percent
wage increase in order to “save” Conrail. .
Buton May 11, Transportatlon Secretary
Drew Lewis rejected these concessions
as “insufficient” and said. the govern-
ment would seek further givebacks.
What will happen with-this is not clear.

But what is .becomingclear to the
railway workers is the need to organize

or “Sup-

aderships. “Thess assholes won't do
_anything, so we'll_have to.start some-
thing ourselives,” said Polchinski. “The
only thing anybody undenlands in this
country is power.”[]

~would lose their autonomy |f they had to }oln clty
and state AFL-CIO councrls

Changes in Brown Lung rulas hit

On May 4, several hundred textiie workers, carry-
ing signs reading: “Cotton Dust Kills,” demon-
strated at the Labor Department's headquarters in .
Washington, D.C. The workers were protesting the
department’s decision to “review” safety standards
designed to prevent the spread of Brown tung
disease (byssinosis) among teéxtile workers..Simi-
lar demonstrations took place in 35 cities around
the country. The Amalgamated Ciothing and Tex-
tile Workers Union and the Brown Lung Associa-
tion, an organization of retired textile workers, or-
ganized the actions.

Brown Lung is a respiratory d:sease caused by
breathnng cotton dust particles that are floating in
the air in textile mills: In 1978, the. Occupational
‘Safety and Health Admmistration SHA) issued
regulations requiring textile compani o install
dust removal equiprnent in: the mills: the Amer-
as gone -
to court to prevent the enforcement.of t ese.regu-
fations. The textile companies claim most workers
W|th breathing problems are really ffering from

“excessive cigarette smoking.” Moreover,-they-
argue, the cost of dust removal equrpment ‘would
drive some textile firms out of. busin 3SS. ¢

The Reagan administration; wants |
OSHA regulations “to requil ‘
limitation devices be weig|
benefits.” The admmlstrat
of its’belief that textile com
more than textile workers’ Ilve‘
Director Thorne Auchter.orde he
50,000 copies of an OSHA pampt
Lung because they were to I{
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Armed Strikers Stop Scab Coal

Miners Stand Firm in Contract Battle

May 13—Over 160,000 east- ~

ern and midwestern coal min-
ers in the United Mine Workers
union (UMW) are standing fast
in their 46-day-old strike
against the efforts of the Bitu-
minous Coal Operators Associ-
ation (BCOA) to weaken their
union. In particular, the miners
have been waging a determined
campaign to shut down scab
mines located mainly in eastern
Kentucky and southwestern Vir-
ginia.

in Kentucky, hundreds of
armed miners have been patrol-
ling the highways to stop
trucks carrying scab coal. Dur-
ing the Jast week of April, gun
battles between miners and
truck drivers broke out three
times along roads in Lawrence
and Floyd counties. Strikers
also dynamited railway bridges
in the region on May 5 to try to
stop the flow of non-union
coal.

Kentucky Governor John
Brown has placed state‘froop—

t omi
to pick up coal Irom the fine
on April 22.

alert. Brown, who was elected
with UMW support, claims he
is “neutral” in the strike. To
maintain this stance, he has
not ordered state troopers to
provide escorts for scab truck
convoys. But the troopers have
arrested dozens of  miners,
while the mine owners have
hired goons armed with shot-
guns and in some cases ma-
chine guns to protect their
One company even
imported vacationing members™
of a SWAT unit from the Bir-

mingham, Alabama, police de--

partment to guard their con-
voys.

In Virginia, Governor John
Dalton has been openty assist-
ing non-union companies
against the miners. Dalton re-
ceived large contributions from
these mine owners during his
last election campaign and he
means to pay his debts: He has
sent over 200 state cops into
southwestern Virginia to pro-
tect the scab mines and coal
shipments. To counter this,
miners in the area have stoned
patrol cars and used “jack
rocks”—nails twisted and weld-

‘ed together—to blow out the
tires of the scab trucks.

Defense of union
key issue

In the strike, the miners are
fighting to defend their union
from attacks by the coal oper-
ators. Around half of U.S. coal
production is now mined by
non-union workers (up from 30
percent since 1970). Conse-
quently, UMW miners no longer
have the power and economic
leverage they used to. In recent
years 'the BCOA has tried to
take advantage of this to weak-
en the union still further, kar-
ticularly its ablilty to defend the
miners at the point of produ
.tion, and to allow the compa-
nies to automate and speed up

’ p
union-coal .for resale; 3) Im«
posed-a ‘new 45-day probation
period:-on newly-hired miners;
and 4) giveri the BCOA more

_control over work schedules.

Knowing a sellout when-they
see one, the miners angrily
rejected the proposed contract
by a 2-1 margin. -

Negotiations
stalemated

While the struggle in the
coalfields - goes on, negotia-
tions for a new contract are at a
standstiil. On April 10, Church
offered the BCOA a new con-
tract proposal that withdrew all
the concessions-granted to the
companies in the rejected set-
tlement. Four days later, the
BCOA rejected this proposal as
“totally = unrealistic,” and the

talks broke down. Negotiations -

resumed on May 5, with little
progress reported.

There are two major reasons
for this stalemate. First of all,
the BCOA negotiators are
stonewalling. As reported  in
earlier issues of the Torch/La
Antorcha, the major oil ‘and

UMW President Sam Church (lower left, with beard) was jeered by
miners at April 30 demonstration.

“

steel companies who now dom-
inate the coal industry took
over control of the BCOA last
year. They have enormous re-
sources and can afford to wait

By BRIAN DETLOFF

On Apf‘ll 14, | was fired from
my job at the Chrysler Tank
Arsenal in Warren, Michigan.
The charge was sleeping on the

- Job. Management wants to get

rid.of me because | am a mili-
tantard a supporter of the Rev-
olutiGnary. Socialist League.
They waited until no Witnesses
were around and then a gang of
supervisors framed me up.
Over the past three years |
have been fired unjustly several
times. Last year | was fired for
distributing ‘leaflets calling for

"resistance to the first round of
.contract concessions and lay-

offs being forced on Chrysler
workers. (See Torch/La Antor-
cha article, November 1980.)
RIGHT now, a Black worker
named Comer McNeil and my-
self are fired because we were
organizing against speedup on
the hull line. We were circulat-
ing a petition to the local union
leadership: demanding action
against the speedup. When

. management discovered this
‘they first tried to bust up our

organizing by telling McNeil |
was a Klansman. That failed
and then the white supervisors
got a Black forewoman to tell
him to back out because | was a
Nazi. He didn't back off and

two days later he was set up -

and fired.

. The Tank plant is run by both
Chrysler and the U.S. govern-
ment and its army. The workers

quite a while in the hope of
forcing the miners to accede to
at least some of their anti-union
demands.

The BCOA" representatives

have been and remain a poten-
tial source of trouble for Chrys-
lér and the government. Both
the workers and the local union
fought the concessions. Even
though 'some confused and
parochial strategies. and de-
- mands were put forward by
many workers and .the local
union officials, the resistance
at the Tank plant, which in-
cluded a march and demonstra-
tion, had the potential to spark
or ally with resistance else-
where in Chrysler plants. This
angered and frightened the
Chrysler bosses, the capitalist
government and the pro-capi-
talist United Auto Workers
union lead&rship, who were
running a unified campaign
designed to attack and force
sacrifices in the form of thou-
sands of jobs and wage cuts
from Chrysler workers.

Now at the Tank plant the®
threat of continuing resistance
to speedup and harassment has
Chrysler and the government
taking action to intimidate the
workers. This includes firing
and harassing militants and
beefing up plant security from
five or six security guards to
around 24 on some shifts.

ALSO, the FB! has been
brought into the plant in a high-
profile way with articles on
their presence being carried in
major Detroit and Chicago
newspapers: They are there
supposedly .to investigate a
right-wing religious cult but

UMW, on

* Van Dyke, Warren,
‘Please send copiesto RSL,. P-O

are also stalling to try to force
some of the smaller mine
owners, who do not belong to
the BCOA but who co-sign its
contracts with the UMW, out of
business. In response, about
40 small owners have formed
their own organizatioii, the Un-
ionized Coal Employers Asso-
ciation, and are trying to reach
a separate agreement with the
UMW.

Both the BCOA and the UMW
oppose such efforts, but for
different reasons. The BCOA
wants to maintain its monopoly
over negotiations with the un-
ion as well as drive the inde-
pendent companies under. The
the other hand,
refuses to sign any separate
agreement because they fear it
would undermine the need for
an industrywide union and
therefore weaken the UMW,

The second reason for the
stalemate is that Church's at-
tempt to sell a rotten contract

{Continued on page 16)

Two Militants Fired at
vf@ChrysIer" Defense Plant

they are in reality there to

Intimidate the workers and
prepare new attacks on leftists,
“militants and the local union
itself.

Around the country the FBI,
military intélligence and their
right-wing allies in company
security offices are on the of-
fensive, firing and/or framing
up on serious charges militants
and socialists, particularly in

military-related plants. At

Lockheed Aircraft in Georgia,
14 supporters of the Socialist
Workers Party have been fired,
27 workers at NASSCO ship-
yard in San Diego have .been
fired (three of these workers,
including two supporters of the
Communist Workers Party,
have been framed up and are
facing heavy charges), SWPers
at the Brooklyn Navy Yard have
been fired, and | am sure there"
are more cases.

WE ARE asking for support
in our struggle to fight the Tank
plant firings and these ‘other
attacks by the employers and
their government agents.on the
working class. We must resist
the ruling class'ssmoves to strip
us of all rights so they can
more easily grind us down.

Letters demanding the rehir-- .

ing of Brian Detloff and Comer
McNeil can be sent to: -Max
Wilson, c/o:Labor Reiations,
Chrysler  Tank Arsenal, 28251
‘M1 48093.

Box 485 Detroit, Ml 48221 a
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Brazilian sh ‘
paid the costs of Brazil’s “eco-
nomic miracle.”

¥

By JOE GALANTI

With Brazil's “economic mir-
acle” in serious trouble, the

Brazilian ruling class is becom- *

ing increasingly divided over its
political stratggy Atithe center
of the dispute is the “apertura”
("opemng"), a pohcy begun m

‘gase the. severe rebre
~the mlmary govern

weeks after
Teje:’o Mollda

lt, wusing the. many: hlgh mili-
1ary”leaders who had secretly

out of their a? to appease the
mllltary This has included little
orno, pumshment for the coup’
supporters and the withdrawal

" of new laws objectionable to
the military.

The'letter refers several times
totheregion of Euskadi. Euska-
i is an oppressed nation
looated in northeastern Spain
“andina small part of France. A
faction of the leading Euskadi
naﬁonallstgrouping Euskadi ta

“ Askatasuna (ETA—Basque Na-
;’ﬁonlnd Freedom), Is waging an
~ urban guerrilla campaign as part

‘of the Basque mﬁonal libera-
. tion struggle.

Dear Torch,
Littry and give you an

i idea of what it feels like in three
Euskadi, °

regions: of Spain:
-cefitral "Spain and’ Anhdalusia.
I Euskadi, the people live in

terror—not “of the " “terrorists” -

“bufof ‘the” policé. - Since - the

Rulmg Class Spllt Over ‘Apertura’

the one-hand, Brazil's-military
government recently dealt the
“apertura” a serious setback by
sentencing 11 trade union lead-
ers, including Luis Inacio da
Silva (popularly known as Lula)
to terms of between two and
three and a half years. On the.
other, some sections of the
ruling class want to speed up
the “apertura” in order to avoid
a serious social explosion.

BRAZIL has been ruled by a
military dictatorship since 1964
when the military overthrew the
elected, . populist government
of Joao Goulart, a coup that
was planned and executed with
U.S. support.

The U.S. had good reason to
back the coup. The military
soon began an economic pro-
gram of attracting massive
foreign investment. A key as-
pect of the policy was drastic
wage-cutting and political re-
pression. Within a few years,
reai wages had been cut in half,
while all attempts at protest
were met with arbitrary arrest
and torture. At the same time
the military repealed a law,

-+ failed mllltary takeover, the

“law in defense of the constitu-
tion” was passed. It gives the
police the righit to detain any-
body, mcommunicado for an
indefinite - length of time on
suspicion that they aid terror-

- ism or the'terrorists. The police
close off a townand go from _
. housé to" house
- supposed ETA affiliates. Last

looking for

‘week they detained a woman

-'and her three children and
- publicly announced that they

would not be released until the
husband gave himself up to the
police. Aiso under this law, any
publication which'is thought to

‘encourage terrorism must

close, marches in support of
terrorism are pronibited, in’
fact, anythlng which doesn’t
defend the government line is
prohibited. -

*EUSKADI is a police state at
the. moment. People arg no
longer defending just their right
to autonomy;.it's now a ques-
‘tion of the right to live without
- police harassment, the right to

" gather “in: gublic, the right to
free speech. These words may -

seem a little dead since one
talks about these problems in
many parts of the world, but it's
quite tangible in Spain.

In Salamanca, a -city in
centrai Spain, the climate is
" different. The repression is the
same in all of Spain, the differ-

-ence- is“that only in northern -
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" ecofmemic

passed by the Goulart govern-
ment, limiting to 10 percent the
amount of profits a foreign
corporation could take out of

‘the country. As far as the

military was concerned; if a
foreign corporation made a 100

.percent profit—which many do

—it could send all of
it out of Brazil,

The result of these
policies has been
the “Brazilian eco-
nomlc miracle.”
Since 1964, Brazil's
gross domestic
product has tripled
at a time when the
economies of thead-
vanced capitalist
countries have stag-  Lula.
nZ&a{t}L

wever, the cost of the

“miracle” has also
been enormous for the workers,
peasants, and urban poor of
Brazil. In 1978, Brazil ranked as
the world’s fifth largest exporter
of agricuttural products. Yet,
nearly 60 percent of its popula-
tion suffer from an insufficient
diet. In the impoverished north-
east, according to the New

Spain are the people rebelling
against it. In Salamanca there
was a demonstration in support
of the democracy shortly after
the attempted coup. The mayor
had -given - permission for a

silent demonstration.
marchers decided that silence
was no -way to demonstrate
‘anything, and’ began to chant,
shout - and sing. The head

policeman biew his whistle and -

ali the police descended on the
demonstrators with billy clubs.
The crowd. ran- frantically for
safety.- People were injured.
One wonders why the police
reacted so strongly against a
march. in defense of dem-
ocracy. After-all, it is a demo-
cratic state, isn’t it? The miii-
tary takeover did not occur. Or
did"it?

Police repression; the round-
up and imprisonment of hun-
dreds of “terrorists”; the clos-
ing-'of newspapers and-other

The

-~ the ~militants.

York Times:

«___ The median intake of
calories is 1,300 per day or less
than is necessary for the basic
metabolism of a person resting
in bed. ... 66 percent of chil-
dren in this area die before they
reach the age of five [higher
than South African
Blacks], the Qs of
those who live are
so low that they are
mentally  debilitat-
ed.... " (October 13,
1979)

In 1961, 65 babies
of every thousand
born alive in the
state of Sao Paolo,
the richest area of
Brazil, died before
reaching their first
birthday. By 1975, 95 babies of
every thousand born alive in
Sao Paolo were dying by age
one. In Recife, the Infant mor-
tality rate reached 263.5 per

+1,000 live births in 1971! Even

military President Medici was
forced to admit in 1972: “The
economy Is going weil, the
peaple not so well,”

However, as the “miracle”

means of communication_ long
jail sentences for those who are
accused of aiding terrorism and
minimal sentences for those
who participated in the coup;
people afraid to speak, write or
demonstrate because of possi-
ble and now-legal government
retaliation. The government
makes numerous concessions
to the military in order to avoid
another takeover. Prime Minis-
ter Suarez resigned in the hope
that the military would not take
over the state. But since alf the
public leaders are either coop-
erating openly with the military
or cowering in fear, Spain is
already being rulaﬂ by the
military. And “military” in
Spain brings - memories of
Franco and the present reality
of fascism, repression and tra-
dxtnonallsm on all levels.
SALAMANCA is basically a
university town. A small nucle-

~ us of students struggles to keep -
- the populace aware that there's’
-a battie raglng just a few hours

up north.’| was appalled .by the
quantities of military men,
police and guards who fill the
streets, but - the local people

‘seem used to it. Public discus-

sion is certainly inhibited.
-Few people in Salamanca
support the ETA. Most realize
that ETA has gained ground for
the people in Euskadi, but
Spaniards fear the violence of

Brazilian ‘Miracle’ Coming

- attitude of fatalism. One hears

"sentiment throughout Spaifi..

It seems as if - .

progressed, the economy
stopped going so well, even for
the Brazilian capitalists. The
inflation rate climbed from 15
percent in 1972 to an average of
42 percent between 1976 ang
1978. Between 1969 and 1974,
the annual growth rate never
fell below 9 percent; since,
then, it has hit 9 percent only
once, in 1976. Meanwhile, the
foreign debt began to mount,

IN LATE 1977 and 1978, op-
position to the military govern-
ment began to develop. The
Catholic Church hierarchy (in-
cluding the archbishop of Sag
Paolo}, once a bastion of reac-
tion, began’ to speak out
against the government. Stuy-
dent demonstrations began tak-
ing place. In November 1977,
some 2,000 Brazilian business-
owners, many of whom had
suffered from competition of
the multinationals, met in Rio
de Janeiro and called for more
democracy. Perhaps most sig-
nificant, the first strike in a
decade occurred in Sao Paolo
In 1978, involving 50,000 work-
ers.

It was In this context that the

innocent people have been
killed by the ETA. And of
course the Spanish press em-
phasizes all violence commit-
ted by the ETA and represses
news about the violence the
military and police commit.
IN ANDALUSIA [the historic
name for the provinces of
southwestern Spain—Ed.] the
problems take on a slightly
different character. Unemploy-
ment has reached 25 percent.
There is a great water shortage
and therefore the crops are
suffering. But somehow rather
than blaming the current ad-
ministration there is a great

commonly, “l don't like fas-
cism, but we lived better under
Franco.” What they don't real-
ize is that the whole world hqd
a better economic situation in
the time of Franco. The people
of Andalusia pray for rain, pray
for work, pray for the end of the
extreme economic depression
which has _been their lot
throughout history. .
THERE'S a great anti-Yankee

Spaniards feel like pawns in the
struggle between Yankee and
Russian . imperialism. Spain
may enter NATO:any day now,.
which would probably mean in-
creased military spending and
more . months . of obligatory
mititary service. There's also 2
~". -{Continued on.page-16}
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military initiated the “aper
in 1979. Better to allow
workers and other disconte
elements to blow off a

steam within acceptable ¢
nels than risk an explosio
the scale of iran. The Fi
redo government declare
amnesty for all political pr
ers, eased press censor
permitted strikes, prop
eventual elections, and allc
some opposition parties
organize.

The response of the pe
to the “apertura” was sw
and quite unexpected by
government. 1979 saw the

Striking workers march in

est strike wave in Brazil’s
tory. The government’s first
sponse was to make conc
sions. In exchange for a t
year moratorium on strikes,
government’s economic ¢
and planning minister Anto
Deifim Neto offered to all
organization of a central tr
union body, guarantee be
job security, introduce une
ployment benefits, and gr
wage increases 5 percent abs
the rate of inflation. The wc
ers did not agree to
two-year ban on strikes, |
Delfin implemented the c
cessions anyway.

~The concessions cool
things off for a few montl
Then, in_ April 1980, 150,(
metalworkers . (which incluc
autoworkers) in Sao Paolo we
on strike. In addition to higt
wages and job security, t
workers demanded a- 40-hc
week and the nght to elect sh
stewards and remove govei
ment-imposed trade umon ol
cials. For.the first trme worke
began making pohtrc,al [4
mands as well as: ..econorr

. The strike lasted 41 days al
at one point. ‘was’ joired’ |

B 325,000 ‘other workersy At 1

€ 1€, -discontent sprea
For instance. more than-half

* mitlion’ p‘easants ‘and® - rur

workers ‘demonstrated ~again:
government agncultural pol
cies:In this. atmosphere;- th
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. began making polmcal

military initiated the “apertura”
in 1979. Better to allow the
workers and other discontented
elements to blow off a little
steam within acceptable chan-
nels than risk an explosion on
the scale of Iran. The Figuei-
redo government declared an
amnesty for all political prison-
ers, eased press censorship,
permitted strikes, proposed
eventual elections, and allowed
some  opposition parties to
organize.

The response of the people
to the “apertura” was swift—
and quite unexpected by the
government. 1979 saw the larg-

stéstfike wéVé:‘qih Brazil's his-

. tory. The goverriment’s first re-

sponse was to make conces-
sions. -In exchange for a two-
year moratorium on strikes, the
government’s economic czar
and plapning mihister Antonio
Deifim "Neto offered to allow
organization of a central trade
union body, gquarantee better
job security, ‘introduce unem-
ployment benefits, and grant
wage increases 5 percent above
the rate of inflation. The work-
ers did not agree:. to the

‘two-year ban on strikes;. but

Delfin ‘implemented  the con-
cessions anyway.

-The concession$ cooled
things off for a few months.
Then, in April 1980, 150,000
metalworkers . (which includes
autoworkers) in Sao Paolo went
on strike. In addition to higher
wages and job. secunty, the
workers demanded a- 40-hour
week and the right. to‘,elect shop

stewards and remove . govern-

ment-meosed trade union offi-
cials. For the first time workers
de-
mands as well - as .economic
ones. .

‘The stnke lasted 41 days and™
at one point. was ‘joined* by =
325,000 other workers. At the -

same time, discontent spread.

For instance, more than haif a-

million -peasants - and rural
workers demonstrated against
government agricultural poli-
cies. In this atmosphere, the

* Partido dos Trab_alhadores (PT

—Workers’ Party), an indepen-
dent, mass party of workers
and peasants, grew rapidly.
The government, increasingly
alarmed at the rapid growth of
the PT and the ever more
militant  strikes, began to
change its attitude toward the
“apertura”. A poll showed Lula,
the general secretary of the PT
and leader of the metalworkers’
strike, running second for the
1982 governor's race for the
state of Sao Paolo. Inresponse,
the government sent the army
out against the metalworkers
and arrested Lula and 12 other
trade union leaders, charging
them with “incitement to col-

lective unrest” and “distribu-
tion of subversive materials.”
"Lula and the other arrested
trade union leaders are not
radicals or revolutionaries. Ac-
cording to the Washington
Post, “Lula...works hard to
prevent the radicalization of his
party.” (March 4, 1981) Many
sections of the international
capitalist class, such as Ted
Kennedy and the Pope; think it
would be far better to negotiate
with Lula than risk the radical-
ization of the Workers' Party
and the possibility of a revolu-
tionary explosion. But despite
massive support for Lula from
the working masses of Brazil
and from significant sections
of the capitalist.class, the Bra-
zilian government decided to
take a hard line against him and
the other trade unionists. Of
the 13 arrested, three (includ-
ing .Luia) were sentenced to
three and a half years, eight

‘were sentenced to two to two
. and a half years, and two wefe’

acquitted. None of the defen-
dants were present at their trial,
and the international observers

sent by various trade unions .
- were ':)arred from- the court-

room.-
Luta still faces the possrbility

.of receiving .an additional 30

years for “inciting class strug-

gle.” The Convictions will pre- -

vent-Lula.and-the others from
running for office” for. seven
years.

o asean

-8o faf the governments po|- .

with repression seems to have
succeeded in dampening the
strike wave. But the lull can
only be temporary. Brazil's
economic crisis is deepening,
and the government is running
out of answers. Last year, the
inflation rate hit 113 percent,
the second highest in the
worid. The inflation rate for
1981 is expected to top 135
percent.

However, inflation is not the
government’s number one
worry. The foreign debt stands
at over $56 billion (U.S.) and is
rising. Measures taken to re-
duce the foreign debt are slow-
ing considerably the growth

- rate of the economy, sharply

increasing unemployment.

The intensifying economic
crisis and the threat of a social
upheaval is seriously dividing
the Brazilian ruling class. Re-
cent surveys in the business
magazine Exame show that
Brazillan businessowners are
increasingly dissatisfied with
Delfim’s economic policies and
the government in general.

en more serious for the
capitalist class are the splits
begirtning to appear within the
military and the official govern-
ment party. For example, Presi-
dent Figueiredo’'s own vice
president, Aureliano Chaves,
has become increasingly op-
posed to the direction of the
apertura. He wants the govern-
ment to set up an openly demo-
cratic system, even at the risk
of losing the election.

In other words, the ruling
class is splitting over its strat-
egy toward the economy and
the increasing social unrest.
Some sections want to halt or
slow the “apertura” and clamp
down on. worker and peasant

‘unrest. Others want to speed

up the “apertura” and allow the
working masses to blow off
steam.

While socialist revolution
may not be around the corner in
Brazil, one thing is ciear: The
situation cannot go on as it has
much longer. Whatever policy
the government follows, the
forecast is one of increasing
instability for Brazilian capital-,
ism and increasing opportuni-
ties for the workers, peasants
and other oppressed people.
The chickens of the Brazilian
“economic miracle” are coming
home fo roost.Od
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Mitterrand election rocks France

Francois Mitterrand, leader of the French Socialist Party (SP),
has become the first left-wing candidate to win the French preS|-
dency since the 1950s. In the first round of the presidential elec- *
tion, held April 26, Mitterand received 26 percent of the vote,
incumbent President Valery Giscard d’Estaing, head of the con-
servative United Democratic Front, received 28 percent, while
other candidates split the rest. In accordance with French elec-
tion procedure, awunoff election between Mitterrand and Giscard
d’Estaing was held on May 10. Mitterrand came out the clear
winner with 52 percent of the vote.

Mitterrand benefited from the mistakes of the-French Commun-
ist Party (CP) and a split among right-wing politicians. CP leader
Georges*Marchais rejected an alliance with the SP in order to run
for president himself. Marchals’ strategy backfired; the CP got
only 15.4 percent of the vote in the first round of the elections, its
lowest total since World War Il. Following this defeat, the CP gave
strong support to Mitterrand in the runoff election as a means of
bargaining for influence in Mitterrand's government and rebuilding
its credibility among working class voters. Meanwhile, the right-
wing vote in the first round was 8plit between Giscard d'Estaing
and Jacques Chirac, head of the Gaullist party, Assembly for the
Republic, who got 17.5 percent. In the runoff Chirac, who is chal-
lenging Giscard d'Estaing for leadership of the French right, gave
the latter only a lukewarm endorsement. Polls indicate that many
of Chirac's supporters voted for Mitterrand.

Mitterrand himself is a pro-capitalist liberal politician whose
program consists of domestic reforms ‘a generally pro-U.S.
foreign policy. Nevertheless, his victory set off panic selling on
the French stock market. investors are afraid Mitterrand’s
economic proposals, such as nationalizing 11 major industries
and instituting public works projects, will destabilize the
economy. But they mainly fear the political consequences of his
victory. First-of all, they worry that battles between Mitterrand and
the French National Assembly, where the right has a majority, will
paralyze the government. Second, they are concerned that to
escape this paralysis Mitterrand will form an alliance with the CP,
although he promised not to do so during his campaign.
Mitterrand is calling parliamentary elections for June and will
need an alliance with the CP to gain a majority. Finally, the
capltalists suspect that Mitterrand's election has raised hopes for"
significant changes in French society among working people. And
they fear that soclal turmoil may break out when these expecta-
tions are frustrated.

Afghanistan struggle continues

The Afghan people are maintaining their armed resistance
against the Russian troops who invaded thelir country in December
1979 and against the puppet government of Babrak Karmal. In
April, Western diplomatic sources reported heavy fighting in 23 of
Afghanistan’s 29 provinces, while the insurgents claimed a victory
against government troops in Nangarhar province. The most
serious fighting seems to be taking place around Kandahar, Af-

. ghanistan’s second largest city. On May 2, Russian troops sealed

off the city, which was under rebel control. They succeeded in re-
capturing Kandahar on May 10 after attacks by helicopter gunships
and tanks. In addition to these batties, the Russian newspaper

. Pravda reported on April 14 that the resistance fighters haye been

able to'inflict considerable damage on military convoys by using a
caseless mine that cannot be located by conventional mine
detectors.

The Russian troops are doing most of the ﬂghﬁng against the

) : popular forces because the Afghan army has practically disinte-
grated. Recently there have been indications that thediscupline of

the Russian troops themselves is breaking down. Just as U.S.
soidiers in Vietnam turned to marijuana and other drugs o relieve
the strain of waging a war against people fighting for national
iiberation, Russian soldiers are using hashish, which is both
cheap and easily available in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the
soldiers are selling.uhiforms and equipment in city markets. They
are also raping an mcraasing number of Afghan women, accord-

ing to refugees
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Democrats Support

Reagan Attacks

{Continued from page 1)

working people fall apart under even the
briefest examination. The “aiternative
budget” accepts fully three-fourths of
the total Reagan spending cuts. For
instance: Reagan proposes to cut $1.8
billion from the food stamp program;
the Democrats want to cut “only” $1.2
billion. Reagan is demanding a $2
billion cut in subsidies for child nutri-
tion; the Democrats are for cutting
“only” $1 billion. The administration
plans to slash fuel subsidies that
enable poor people to heat their homes
over the winter by 25 -percent; the
Democrats propose to cut “only” 10
percent. Reagan’s budget eliminates
the CETA jobs program altogether; so
does the Democratic “alternative.”

At the same time, the Democratic
budget includes the same giveaways to
business that are a major featute of
Reagan’s economic plan. In particular,
the Democrats are not for cutting a
dime from the defense budget. Instead,
they are joining Reagan and the Repub-
licans in supporting “a $30 billion
increase in war spending, the largest in
U.S. peacetime history.

As the Washington Post observed:
“On the spending side of the budget,
the differences between the administra-
tion and the Democrats are hardly visi-
ble without a magnifying glass.” (April’
£,188%)

Taxcuts. ..
tortherich v
The Democrats have afég come up

with an “alternative” {0 Reagan's tax
propeosals. The Republican administra-

ka

* ahswer #Mas. léss’to d

viduals earning $200,000 a year or more.
Moreover, the Democrats’ tax pro-
posal includes windfalls for corpora-
tions and individual capitalists that far
exceed anything in the Reagan plan.
The Democrats advocate lowering the
tax rate for corporations that are losing
money. They also propose cutting taxes
on stock dividends and other invest-
ment income from 70 to 50 percent.
In short, the Democrats’ economic
program is basically the same as the
Republicans’. The Democrats, like the
Republicans, propose to cut billions of
dollars from the social programs poor
and working people depend on to sur-
vive. And, justiike the Republicans, the
Democrats want to hand billions of
dollars over to the corporations and
wealthy capitalists in the hop& that they
will invest it and get the &conomy
moving: ~.

Positioning
for the future

If the Democrats basically agree with
the Republicans on economic policy,
why have they been making such a stink
over the budget in gon

issues at stake, such:as how to deal
with the economic-¢risis, than it does
with the Democrats’ attempts i
tion themselves for the flture: -
Last fall the Democrats suffered their
worst electoral defeat in years. They
were clobbered In the presidential race,
lost control of the Senate for the first
time since 1954, and (gst 33 seats in the
House. Voters, including many tradi-

The Democrats’economic program is basically the sameas -
i progr: as A4

the Republicans’. The Democratic leaders—liberals and
conservatives alike—recognize that they can only stabilize
US. capitalism by attacking the working class. In fact, the -
Democrats themselves begah carrying outparts of the”

" Reagan program when Carter’s administration uSaqﬂill in
office. They will resume this policy once they return to power.

r

tion is asking for a three-year, across- _

the-board 10 percent tax-cut. As the last
‘issue of the Torch/La.Antorcha ex-
plained, in practice this plan provides a
bonanza for the wealthy, while granting
almost no relief to poor and middle-
income taxpayers. The Democrats are
calling for a one-year, rather than a
three-year, tax cut. They also want to
limit the cut to a total of $40 billion, as
opposed to the $53 billion proposed for
the first year of the Reagan tax plan.
Their proposal does include slightly
larger tax breaks for poor families and
for taxpayers earning from $20,000 to
$50,000 a-year. But as in the Reagan
proposal, two-thirds of the Democratic
Party proposed tax cut would go to indi-

tional Democratic Party supporters
among the middle class and the better-

. off sections of the working class,
blamed the Democrats in general, ‘and -

former president Jimmy Carter in partic-
ular, for the country’s current economic
mess. They turned -to. Reagan and the

Republicans. Hodding
Carter, former State De-
partment spokesperson in
Carter’'s government,
summed it up this way:
“The Democrats are a par-
ty with nothing to say but
more of the same, and
people want new
thoughts. We have run
out of new ways of ad-
dressing old problems in
our society.”

- This lack of a policy,
coupled with the impact
of the ‘electoral defeat,
has been wreaking havoc
inside the party. At the ™
moment, the party is di-
vided into three group-
ings, each with its own
ideas of what kind of pol-
icies the party ought to
follow. First, there are the
liberals, who used to con-
trol party policy, but who
are now much less in-
fluential than they were.
Led by Massachusetts
Senator Edward Kennedy,
the liberals believe that
Democrats should main-
tain a noisy opposition to Reagan's pro-
_gram in order to preserve the party’s
base among poor and working people.
in an April 12 speech Kennedy warned:
- “The answer to the problems of the

i 5
Protesters

emocratic Party is not for us to pre-

in Trehton, N.J., conden budget cuts;

tend somehow‘h{t we are similar to Re-
publicans.”

At the other end of the political spec-
trum are the conservative Democrats,
who had been pushed into the back
ground during the 1960s and 1970s, and

)

now are gaining influence as a result
the Reagan victory. About 40 Democra
ic right-wingers in the House ha
formed their own_faction, the Conserv:
tive Democratic Forum, and are de
manding a larger role in deciding par
policy. Texas Representative Charle
stenholm, one of the group’s leader:
declared: “Conservatives among th
House Democrats have been ignored fc
too long, and now we mean to moderat
the liberal leanings of the House leac
ership.” These Democratic conserve
tives are arguing that the party’s hope
for recovery lie in supporting the budge
cuts and generally trying to look a
much like Republicans as they can.
in the face of these differences, th
moderates, who include the gre:
majority of Democrats in Congress
propose carrying out a “holding action
on economic policy. They believe the
sooner or later the Reagan economi
orogram will coliapse. Colorado Ser
ator Gary Hart told the New York Times
| give Reagan 18-24 months to prove h
doesn't have any answers either.” Con
sequently, the moderates are arguin
that it would be a mistake for Demc
. crats either to attack the president’
 program when_ it still has popula
backing, or to Tommit the party t
| giving it total support. Instead, Demo
fcrats should keep quiet until the pro
| gram’s failure becomes apparent. Wheir
it does, voters are likely to turn agains
Reagan and the Democrats should be
i able to capitalize on the backlash anc
rebuild their party. The moderates have
picked up support for this approact
from some of the “pragmatic liberals’
| such as House Speaker Thomas “Tip’
O'Neill, who insists Reagan is too popu-
lar to oppose now. So while the presi-
dent was actively rounding up Demo-
cratic votes for his budget during Con-
qgress's Easter recess, O'Neill went off
on a junket to Australia.
The Demaocratic budget was designed
by the Democratic moderates to be the
first phase of their strategy. It had two

Earlier this month, reports the New
York Times of May 3, Senator Edward
Kennedy (D.-MA) and George Mc-
Govern, former senator for South
Dakota and the Democratic Party’s 1972
presidential candidate, attended .a

" “World Leaders Conference” sponsored

. Netherlands. 4

Republican Party in part because the-

Republicans promised new answers to’

solve the economic crisis, and in part
because they were seen as the only
alternative to the Democrats.

Six months after the elections, the
Democrats have still not come up with a
serious -alternative’ to Reagan’s eco-

nomic program and as a result have not

provided anybody with a reason ‘to
support their party rather .than the
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by the Socialist International (S1) in the

) The SI, for those who don’t know, is a

: loosp and growing confederation of

social democratic parties and organiza-
h 3

_EDITORIAL

tions throughout the world. While the
precise politics differ from party ito
party, the Sl overall claims to stand for
some kind of socialism, but in practice
fights for {(and, where it has power, tries
to implement) a reform, or restructur-
ing, of the capitalist system.

. Its members range from the Labor
Party of Israel (the ruling party of that
country from 1948-77) to the New Jewel
Movement of Grenada, West Indies,
which came to power in a popularly
backed coup in 1979. It also includes

Ted Kennedy.

the ruling parties of a number of

countries, - including. West Germany,
France, the Dominican Republic and
Senegal. The U.S. is represented in the
S| by two organizations: the crisis-
ridden and in fact arch-conservative

eware the Democratic
Why the Liberals AreaT

reattoOur M

Social Democrats USA (many of whose
members and friends are in or support-
ing tr}e Reagan administration), and the
QTOv{Ing, just-left-of-center Democratic
Socialist Organizing Committee
(DSOC). DSQC is burrowed deep inside
the Democratic Party and acted as loyal
fqot so!d‘iers in Kennedy’s unsuccessful
pld for his party’s presidential nomina-
tion last year. ‘
The significance of Kennedy's pre-
59!1,0& (and, to a lesser extent, McGov-
i:‘ S) ata world meeting of “socialists,”
iy Matter how tepid these “socialists”
4 be, should not be underestimated.
NOrthe co’mmon wisdom following last
November's elections was that liberal-

4 5m was dead, its long-time policies

::gi failed, and its party—the Demo-
unab? Pafty—‘fjad proved unwilling or
muchetofmd ne.w”,ideas. But however
think i;”? Mmay wish this was true, we
seols “b!s too early to count the bour-
out. In ferats and the Democratic Party
with the*aCt' Kennedy’s. increasing ties
ditection tsr?:tlallilb:?n‘l'ocrats;point in the
oming beriod. alism may turn in the
Den 1€ IS NO ‘doubt that, .toda , the

Mocratic Party, the bulwark ofybotur-
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 of the political spec-
servative Democrats,
hed intc the back-
960s-and 1970s, and

now are gaining influence as a result of
the Reagan victory. About 40 Democrat-
ic right-wingers in the House have
formed their own faction, the Conserva-
sive Democratic Forum, and are de-
manding a larger role in degxdmg party
solicy. Texas -Representative Charles
Stenholm, one of the group’s leaders,
declared: “Conservatives among the
House Democrats have been ignored for
100 long, and now we mean to moderate
the liberal leanings of the House lead-
ership.” These Democratic conserva-
tives are arguing that the party’s hopes
tor recovery lie in supporting the budget

" cuts and generally trying to look as

much like Republicans as they can.
In the face of these differences, the
moderates, who include the great
majority of Democrats in Congress,
oropose carrying out a “holding action”
on economic policy. They believe that
sconer or later the Reagan economic
orogram will collapse. Colorado Sen-
ator Gary Hart told the New York Times:
“| give Reagan 18-24 months to prove he
doesn’t have any answers either.” Con-
sequently, the moderates are arguing
that it would be a mistake for Demo-
| crats either to” attack the president's
{ program when it still has popular
backing., or to commit the party to
| giving it total support. lnstead, Demo-
| crats should keep quiet until the. pro-
| gram’s failure becomes apparent. When
| it does, voters are likely to turn against
| Reagan and the Democrats should be
able to capitalize on the backlash and
| rebuild their party. The moderates have
5picked up support for this approach
from some of the “pragmatic’ liberals”
such as House Speaker."Thomas “Tip”
O'Neill, who insists Reagan is too popu-
lar to oppose now. So while the presi-
dent was actively rounding up Demo-
cratic votes for his budget during Gon-
gress’s Easter recess, O'Neill went ‘off
on a junket to Australia.
The Democratic’budget was designed
by the Democratic moderates to be the
first phase of their strategy. It had two

Left: Black woman learns welding in a CETA training
program, slated for elimination under both the Reagan
and the “alternative” budgets. Righl: the new XM-1 tank.
The Democrats are not for cutting a dime from the defense
budget, and supporta $30 billion increase in war spending,
the largest in U.S. peacetime history. ‘

purposes. The first and shorter-range
goal was to unite the liberal and con-
servative wings of the party behind a
common policy. Specifically, the mod-
erates hoped to win over congervatives
by supporting cutbacks in soygial pro-
grams and increased defense spending,
while gaining liberal support by main-
taining a few liberal social programs.

The second, and longer-range, pur-
pose of the budget was to move the
Democratic Party into position to
rebuild its political base. In the moder-
ates’ -view, the “alternative budget”
would enable them to reassure poor and
working people that the Democrats have
not forgotten their needs, while at the
same time appealing to: their former
supportess and others who-now support
a policy of cutting government;spénd-
ing.

But the “alternative budget” flunked
its first test, failing to win the support
of the Democratic conservatives. In-
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3s of a number of
ling West Germany,
sinican Republic and
. is represented in t_he
sizations: the crisis-
act arch-conservativé
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Social Democrats USA (many of whose
Members and friends are in or support-
ing the Reagan administration), and the
Qrovging, just-left-of-center Democratic
JSocialist Organizing .Committee
(DSOC). DSOC is burrowed deep inside
the Democratic Party and acted as loyal
foot soldiers in'Kennedy’s unsuccessful
b}d for his party’s presidentiai nomina-
tion last year, .
The significance of Kennedy's pre-
Sence (and, to a lesser extent, McGov-
erm's) at a world meeting of “socialists,”
no matter how tepid- these “socialists”
may bz, should not be underestimated.
For the common wisdom following last
November’s elections was that liberal-
Sm was dead, its long-time policies
had failed, and its” party—the Demo-
vratic Party—had proved ‘unwilling or
Unable to find “new” ideas. But however
g‘#‘ch We may wish this was true, we
ink it is too early to count the bour-
gzﬁls‘ liberals and the Democratic Party
witr} ‘n fact, 'Kennedy’s increasing. ties
difmhe social democrats point in the
o ion thgt liberalism may turn in the
iIng period.
/ There is no doubt that, today, the
mocratic Party, the bulwark of bour-

Party!

geois liberalism in the U.S., is in a
shambles. Soundly thrashed at the
polls last November, the party is now
deeply divided over its future course
and lacks a serious alternative to Rea-
gan’s economic and social programs.

But it would be a mistake to judge the
Democratic Party’s long-term prospects
from its curfent pathetic state. Demo-
crats are still a majority in the House of
Representatives, hold a large minority

~of seats in the Senate and run

numerous state governments. They
have extensive ties within the trade
union bureaucracy and among leaders
of the women’s movement, the Black
movement and other social movements.
Millions of people across the country

still consider the Democratic Party their

party. -
Most importantly, the Democratic
Party's longer-term prospects are de-
cent because the current Republican
wave is based, in large measure, on
many people’s expectations that Rea-
gan’s programs witl accomplish what he
claims they will: new investments to
refurbish industry, new jobs as invest-
ments grow, lower inflation as produc-
(Continued on next page)

‘ (-)rderfrom:RSL,‘ ‘

stead - of supporting the *“alternative
budget,” Phil Gramm, a_conservative
Democratic representative ‘from Texas,
joined with Delbert Latta, a Republican
representative from Ohio, to propose a
“compromise budget” that actually in-
cludes slightly more cuts than the
Reagan program. The president eagerly
embraced this “bipartisan” plan as a
means of splitting the Democrats.

’

When the House voted on the budget
proposals on May 7, 63 conservative
Democrats joined Republicans in sup-
porting the Gramm-Latta program
against. the Democratic “alternative

budget.”

But the “alternative budget” may heip

the Democrats in the long run. Despiteﬁ‘
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Conservative Houe Democrats (left to right G.V. Montgomery, Charles tenholm,
—_~Phil Gramm and Kent Hance supported Reagan in budget debate.

their setback in the House, the mod-
erate Democrats remain convinced that
their strategy will eventually succeed.
In particular, they believe that the party
can only benefit now that the responsi-
bility for solving the country’s eco-
nomic problems lies squarely on the
Republicans’ shoulders. After the
House vote, Arizona Representative
Morris K. Udall said: “I think a year from
now, when it’s obvious the medicine
isn’t working, interest rates are up, the
economy is sluggish and energy prices
are raised again, Reagan will be about
where Carter was.”

In fact, the moderates’ holding action
does have a solid basis. Many bour-
geois economists are skeptical about-
the Reagan program. They believe that
massive tax cuts and increases in
defense spending will substantially
boost inflation. At the same time they
know there is no way to guarantee that
the capitalists will use the benefits they
receive under the Reagan program for
productive investment, as opposed to
hoarding, speculation, or buying more
yachts. Even conservative economists
are doubtful about the tax cuts, and
think that the administration’s forecasts
of greatly increased economic growth,
lower inflation and less unemployment
are far too optimistic.

Under such circumstances the Demo-
crats will be in a much better position to
take on the Republican Party, Conserva-
tive Democrats who now enthusias-

PP |

tically support Reagan would be more
willing to unite with moderates and
liberals in attacking his administration.
The voters may very well blame Reagan
and the Republicans for their economic
problems, just as they blamed Carter
and the Democrats for them in 1980.
And, if the Democrats can achieve a
degree of internal unity, and keep their
mouths shut as much as possible about
their own economic program’ (or, more
precisely, their lack of one), they could
eventually sneak back into power.

But such a victory, if it occurs, will be
no help for work’nﬂg people. Regardiess
of their differences, the Democratic
leaders—Iliberals.  and conservatives
alike—recognize that they can only
stabilize U.S. capitalism by attacking
the working class. In fact, the Demo-
crats themselves began carrying out
parts of the Reagan program when
Carter's administration’ was still . in
office. They will resume this -policy
once they. return to power. E
~ Consequently, it is necessary to
begin exposing the lies behind the
Democrats’ promises now, instead of
giving them the opportunity to rebuiid
their base in the working class without
opposition. 3
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‘expect the capitalist crisis to~ become

" crats who are inside the De

Beware:
(Continued from previous page)

tivity increases, balanced budgets,
peace on earth—all with relatively little
dislocation in anyone's life. The real-
ity, however, is and will be far different.
At most, Reagan’s economic policies
will bring about a shallow, temporary
upturn in the economy, particularly in
defense and defense-related industries.
But since the drastic increase in arms
spending that Reagan is proposing will
oroduce items that will not reenter the
economy while being financed by gov-
ernment borrowing, inflation will sky-
rocket all that much more. Meanwhile,
millions of people, particularly those
without the skills needed for increas-
ingly mechanized, computerized: indus-
tries, will be out of work and_will_have
fewer government programs to.survive
on. The cities will continue to decay
and ail the social antagonisms—rac-
ism, sexism, anti-gay prejudlce-—will
intensify as people become more and
more freaked out. In short, we can

more severe, not less so.

It is this, more than anything else,
that will provide the Democratic Party
with the opemngs it needs .to. once

to buy them e
i Democra ]

ple and in'som
class

~Internationaf

geois liberals :

ideological centers to provide the Dem-
ocrats with a new, dynamic program. :
On the other hand, the social demo-

convince Democratic Party li
they must move somewhat “left.” .Th
jongtime liberal program has been to
use the government to regulate the
economy and mediate the class‘*strug-
gle. DSOC wants the liberals to carry
this program to its “logical” conclusion
—a. more statist, supposedly benevo-
lent, capitalism.

While Kennedy hlmself may . never-
become a “socialist” (social democrat),
it is likely that he and his wing of the.
Democratic ‘Party = wili- increasmgly
adopt chunks of the social- democrats’
program. And they will use them, plus
accompanying rhetoric, as their calling
card in the workmg class and among
oppressed groups N

Liberals need
a move,m,_e.nt

In fact, 'we expect the.coming period -
to provide the Democratic liberals with
a golden opportunity to ply their wares.
On the broadest level, as more and.” -
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more people become disillusioned-and
angry with Reagan, many will almost
automatically, given the strength-of the
two-party tradition in U.S. politics, turn
back toward liberal Democrats for lead-
ership.

But if this support remains passive, it
will not do the Democratic liberals
much good. What they need is a move-
ment—a clear platform from which to
address -millions of people, and’ the
organized forces to build their strength
‘inside the party and actively promote
pro-Democratlc sentiment in the work-
ing class and broader layers of the
population. ‘(indeed, it was the right-
wing/fundamentalist movement that

This is where the Democratic Party
liberals come in. The liberals, most
likely with the rhetoric and programs
provided by the social democrats, will
claim to have solidarity with the people
in struggle against the cutbacks, the
right wing, U.S. intervention in El Sal-
vador, or whatever, Without having lift-
dafmgertoactuallyorgamzethe move-
ment, they will attempt to put them-
selves at the head of it—to become its
spokespeople and its leaders.

This development would represent a
grave danger to the movement of
workers and.oppressed people. As the
RSL and the Torch/La Antorcha have
emphasized time and again, the current
crisis of the capitalist system is not a
temporary phenomenon. The entire
world economy is rapidly deteriorating;
the developed capitalist countries both
east and west are experiencing increas-

teiice of the system. But the Domocrauc

in D). Roosevelt, succeeded—with the active
Party, which had leadership in the mass
channeling the movement into wbrking for the

restructuring of the system through the New Deal. Asa result,

the movement never became truly revolutionary.

USs.

capitalism was able to restabilize itself and emerge jrom World
War Hwith a refurbished system that could dictate to the

rest of the world.

gave-Reagan and the Republicans in

- general such a powerful platform and

the many ‘cadre to score so big in last
year's eléctions.)

© Such: a*moveinent potentially: exists>
in the anti-Reagan/anti-cutbacks/anti-
war/anti- nght—wmg movement that is
preseptly rather small but may grow
rapidly as the capitalist crisis worsens.
As.this movement develops, thousands,
of'péi i

ople: Will b
activity. who, are -basically néw, t
struggle. They will be seeking change,
but will riot necessarily know how this
be brought about. Many, if
will “still believe that the -
problem is not :the capitahst system
itself, but.how that, System is managed
and run. They will be open to all sorts of
notions that reform of the capntallst
system Js possible.. . .. [

ing stagnation; the “Third World,” with
the exception of thg oil-producing
nations, is sinking under the weight of
huge foreign debts, jow productivity
and rampant inflation; and millions of
people in Africa, Asia ‘and Latin
America are literally starving to death.
And as the chaos within each country
increases, authoritarian and fascist
movement$ are arising and" recrumng
people to their solution to the crisis.
Meanwhile, the competmon among the -
capitalists: of the dlfferent nations is
heating up, as each seeks to save itself
at the expénse of the others: Local wars
are already taking place in the Mideast,
Africa, Latin America—from Lebanon toc
Kampuchea Loy

Ecoriomic decay, starvahon fasevsm
and war—that is what is-on the agenda -
as long as the capitalist system con-
tinues to éxist. And, briefly put, this is

what the workers’ movement must
understand if it is to have a chance of
saving itself and the rest of humanity
from total annihilation.

_ But this understanding is precisely
what the Democratic Party liberals will
seek to prevent. Whatever rhetoric they
use today, or will use tomorrow,
however much they may oppose the
details of this or that specific poticy of
Reagan’s, the Democratic liberals, like
the party as a whole, have always and
will always stand for and fight to
preserve capitalism. They will try to
channel the anger and militancy of the
movement into voting for “good” politi-
cians and working for “good” laws.
They will tell people that the cause of
the crisis is that the people who have
power (the Republicans) abuse that
power, that they do nof‘represent “the
people,” and that the answer is to work
through the “political system”—that is,
get drawn into the electoral areria and
elect politicians who are “truly” friends
of the people (i.e., Democrats). -

In short, they will try to use the
movement to rebuild the Democratic
Party under their leadership and cata-
pult it- back into power. From that
position, they will try to use the
movement as a battering ram against
the more right-wing sections of the cap-
italists to restructure (reform) the
system the better to defend it.

This is in fact what happened in the
U.S. in the 1930s. In response to the
most severe crisis the capitalist system
had ever experienced, a mass, working
class movement emerged that had the
potential to threaten the very existence
of the system. But the Demeocratic
Party, led by Franklin D. Roosevelt,
sticceeded—with the very active help of
the Communist Party, which had lead-

ership in the mass movement—in chan-

eling the movement into working for
the restructuring of the system, through
New Deal measures, an increase in the
role of the state in the economy and
throughout society, etc. As a result, the
movement never became truly revolu-
tionary. U.S. capitalism was able to
restabilize itself and emerge from World
War Il with a refurbished system that
could dictate to the rest of the world.

This threat that the Democratic Party
represents is all the more .real today
because there are many groups and in-

- dividuals on the left who believe that

they can use the Democratic liberals to
help build the movement, without
understanding, or perhaps caring, that
it is they who are being used. These
leftists are perfectly prepared to work
themselves to the bone to organize
demonstrations, conferences and other
mass activity—only to hand over the
speaker's platform to Democratic Party
liberals and politicians. They are per-
fectly willing to keep quiet (and silence
others) about what they supposedly
really think: that capitalism is the

problem, that the workers’ movement
must fight for socialist revolution. In so
doing, these leftists prepare the way for
the Democratic Party liberals to come in
and’ derail ‘the movement .

As our movement grow
more Democrats will embr it, only to
use it for their own ends.” have to be
saylng NOW,; we have*to be explainmg

; eli d'the Dembcrat- -
ic Pany as-a whole o friends*of:the
movement; -no-friends of the~ wdrk’ing

class, no friends of freedom.
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Build a Fighting Women’s Movement!

By ANNE TISANE

women in Detroit are organ-
izing a Take Back the Night
March for June 6,1981. The fol-
jowing day there will be a
women Take Back "Our Lives
Conference. Workshop topics
planned for the conference in-
clude rape, battered women,
abortion, and how to fight the
right-wing attacks.

This organizing is part' of a
larger international Take Back
the Night movement that has
focused on the issues of rape
and viclence against women.

The events are happening at
a time when women and the
entire orking class are under

d funding for
- shelters are

9
capitalist transformations
lishment of the present sta

garbage behind us
operative society?.

“In our view, which of these outcomes actually comes to pass
depends on whether or not there are revolutionary working: class
parties that can provide poll cal leadership to the
_of people in struggle and fight to prevent the |

surges from coming or staying under the control of
that are enemies of the socialist revolution.
Spectlves for Flfth Natuonal RSL Conventlon)

cently held hearings—and soli-
cited the testimony of the right-
wing anti-feminist Phyllis
Schlafly, who said that “sexual
harassment on the job is not a
problem, for the virtuous
woman.” )

In addition, the anti-abortion
movement has made it nearly
impossible for poor women to
get free, safe, legal abortions.
The proposed Human Life
Amendment would further the
attacks on women’s right to
control our bodies by making
abortion—and most forms of
birth control—illegal under any
circumstances.

The Moral Majority has an
openly sexist program. They
support the Family Protection
Act, which if-passed, would be
a serious attack on women,

‘lesbians, and gays. This is the

same group that supports the
death penalty for homosexuals
and the right of meT\to beat
their wives,

™,

.

olence against
en on therise

n this climate, ingidents of

to the same end? The re-estab-.
s, but short of world war? Oor

The above is excerpted from one of the resolutlons ‘we will be
discussing at our upcoming convention, to be held June 19-21,

-1981. The convention will also take up two other (esolutions, one

on Black liberation and the other on Mexicans ang ¢ Chicanos in the

Revolunonary Marxist - Laague.

Southwest.. In.addition, the convention ‘will open with a report
. from the RSL’s sister organization in Jamalca, West Indies, the

We wouid like to remlndw readers that because of the work
mecessary to carry out a successful corivention, we pian to skip

publication -of the. July 15-August 14 issue of the Torch/La -

Antorcha. Pubhcatron will resurner with the August 15-Septem-‘

ber14 issue.

Friends of the RSL who arevlnterested in attending the conven-
ﬂon should write to Rod Mifler, RSL, PO Box 1288, New York, NY
10116. Those who- cannot attend the convention, in particular our

fﬂends in pﬂson, are invxted to send sohdarity messaqes

the KKK and the Nazis are re-
sponsible for the shooting of
four Black women in Chatta-
nooga, Tennessee, and the
attack on a young woman at a
Detroit high school this past
winter. Just last month a
Detroit woman lost four fingers
when she tried to defuse a
bomb thrown into her home by
racists.

These attacks are not just co-
incidental, random viclence di-
rected only at women. They are
part of a general ruling class
offensive against the entire
working class. Capitalism, this
system that enslaves millions
of people for the profit of a
handful of super-rich people, is -
falling apart. The capitalists are
starting to take increasingly
desperate measures to main-~
tain their power. The first
people who suffer are the most -
oppressed—women, gays,
poor people, Blacks, Latins,
Arabs, the elderly—but no one
in the working class is ex-
cluded.

The direct attacks by the
ruling class—like wage cuts,
sexist legislation, and the bud-
get cuts—are obvious. But the
class Is also able to
ake indirect attacks by creat-
a climate that encourages
s in the working class
akes it harder for us to
ba ;

As the turmgﬁand confuslon
and violence of everyone’s lives
increase, many people start to
blame and attack each other
lnstead of turning their anger
t the real enemy-—the
pé opie who run the whole
capitalist system and keep all
of ‘us down. So U.S. workers
are 'set against Iranian and
Japanese workers, men are set
dgainst women, white against
Black, straight against gay,

-~ @imployed against unemployed,
“skilled against unskilled, etc.
At the same time, certain sec-
tions of the population, par-
ticularly some whites and peo-
ple in the middle class, blame
the breakdown of traditional

values—like family, God, and
country—for the mess the so-
ciety is in.=And if you believe
that the probtem is that women
or Blacks (or any other op-
pressed group) have too much
power and are threatening
these traditional values, then a
return to a less permissive,
more repressive climate seems
like a solution.

It is in this context that racist
and sexist violence, both or-
ganized and unorganized, flour-
ishes, What this means for
women is that our lives are
threatened by violence of all
kinds—rape, unemployment,
t%merlng, no control of our sex-
uality, and organized right-wing
attacks, to name a few.

Rape issue related
to other attacks

A women’'s movement is
vitally important when our lives
are under such immediate and
violent threats. The Take Back
the Night movement can be an
important part of a movement
that fights violence against
women.-Women organizing and
leading is a vital part of ending
the fear and isolation that
keeps women from changin
our lives. Ug ¢

But if the Take Back the
:Night movement falls into the
“trap of seeing rape as a single
Issue, unrelated to other as-
saults on women and men, it
will be weakened. We need to
explain to people that rape is
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not separate from abortion
being made illegal. It is not
separate from the attacks on
lesbians and gay men. And
rape Is not separate from the
budget cuts, the mass unem-
ployment and the open racist
attacks. All these things are
part of a system based on
profits for a small handful while
the rest of us are pitted against
each other, told that the only
way we can-wget anything—
whether the necessities of life
or some respect—is by getting
over on other people. And this
system is going into a worsen-
ing crisis, making all the at-
tacks, divisions and competi-
tion even more cut-throat.

Most important, we have to

understand that the only way
we can seriously begin to stop
violence against women is for
everyone under attack to unite.
We need to build a united
working class movement that is
prepared to fight in defense of
everybody's interests—a move-
ment that stands for “an injury
to one is an injury to all.” We
need a movement where work-
tng class and oppressed people
rely on our own strength, not
the cops, the government or the
bosses, who are our enemies.
And we need a movement that
sees that the only way to get rid
of violence against women, and
all oppression, once and for all,
is to get rid of the capitalist
system that causes it.
. -We need to work to make
Take Back the Night, this year,
part of the beginning of such a
movement. []

Women’s leeratiqn
Buttons!

(5 or more, 50 cents each)

2v4" —yellow or blue
In English or Spanish

Order from: RSL, Box 1288,
GPO, New York, NY 10116
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Miners Stand Firm

{Continued from page 9)

to the miners has intensified
the struggle within the union
itself. First of all, the rank and
file miners are rejecting
Church’'s claim to speak for
them at the bargaining table, or

anywhere else, for that matter.~

For instance, when Church
called a miners’ rally in Pitts-
burgh on April 30, only around
1,500 miners even bothered to
show up. Moreover, many of
those in the crowd jeered him
with shouts of “Sellout Sam”
when he appeared ‘on the

platform. Both union-and man-.

agement - negotiators - realize
that in their present mood rank

and. file miners might very weli -

reject any contract Church

signs. They consequently real-
ize that their best bet is to wait
for the miners to cool out a bit
before offering a new - settle-
ment.

Coal cars in Floanke, Virginia, ailroad yard sand empty. Miners

]

strike has cut coal production in half.

In addition, union dissidents
made the contract sellout a
major issue in the -elections
that were recently held in
several key UMW districts. On
May 5 Walter Suba, a district
president from Pennsylvania
who was on the negotiating
team, lost to dissident leader
Rich Trumka by an 11-1 margin.
Incumbent District 17 President

Jack Perry, who supported the
proposed contract, was op-
posed for re-election by two
candidates who both accused
him of voting" for non-union
coal. He wasre-elected by only
49 votes on May 12 as militants
split their vote between the two
dissident candidates. However,
in two other elections also held

on May 12, incumbent union of-

of the plotted coup -and the
uU.s. wou|d have suppo ed a

On'the role of: ‘the Ieft It's
awfully complex but I'll try to
explain. Under Franco, the ETA
and

~were all illegal. ETA carried on
many of the ‘same military-
~ style activities asnow, but was
then vrewed as the vo:ce of the
people striking out’ against
fascism. Almost everyone in
Spain agreed that things had to
‘ change drastically. With the
death of Franco many of the
leftist parties were legalized,

2.

- " o o o e

NAME_

the communist parties -

to the
TDF!C‘.H

Congressl And a great‘sense of

* false hope and apathy spread.

“With a demogratic govermpent
will

has become even more critical.
Most leaders of the left have
stated their firm support of the
present regjne. They are afraid-
to make demands because at
any moment the military could
take over. Most leftists | taik
with feel they have. been sold
out by their leaders, but believe
that ETA is too violent and too
occupied with Euskadi inde-
pendence to really represent

“the cry for freedom of the

Spanish people.
It seems to me that perhaps
the most important politicai

“activity in Spain now is not

what occurs on a national level,
but rather the small meet‘mgs

{J Introd

ard

0 PRISONERS——Free, donations ap‘prec’»ated
U.S., CANADA, MEXICO AND PUERTO RICO

(assemblies) leftists grganize
contmually to discuss polmcal
problems and decide on ac-
tions to be taken (more meet-
ings marches Ieafleting etc.).

ncept éf politics in the
the States politics
ke a dead argument
two rich white Chris-

" Arid now for a great general-

-ization; The dream of the Amer-

ican worker seems to be a car, a

nice. vacation,.a good job. The -

dream of workers in Spain is
enough food and a good job for
the, whole working class. Col-
lective success rather than per-
sonal success. A level of con-
sciousness ['ve never seen in
the-U.S. .

.7 .lf you do publish any of
this, I’'d prefer you‘not to use
my real name. Perhaps a littie

‘paranoia, but one does get to

feel that- the CIA and fascist
forces here are closely con-
nected.

Yours,

Name withheld

-------------------------------——---------------.
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rhere It is very much alive.

. ficers who had opposed the

proposed contract were defeat-
‘ed for re-election.

Negotiators stalled serious
contract tatks during the elec-
“tions because they feared that
dissident candidates would
urge miners to reject any settle-
ment as. part of their cam-
paigns. Now that the elections
are over, both Church and the
BCOA bargainers are expres-
sing “guarded optimism” as
they resume negotiations.

Effects of strike
being felt

It's difficult to predict what
the outcome of the miners’
strike will be. On one hand,
after six weeks the strike Is
begin®ing to have an impact on
the econcomy. National coal
production has been cut in haif,
while those state governments.
which depend on coai fax
revenue are getting squeezed.
example, West Virginia
Governor John D. Rockefeller.
IV said on April 27 that the
strike was having ‘a “devastat-
ing effect” on the state, costing
it $500,000 a day in tax revenue.
Officials In Virginia and lllinols
also admit that state finances
are feeling the pinch of lost tax
income.

Finally, coal-related indus-
tries have been having to cut
back their opegrations as a
result of the strike. Several ralil-
roads which do a large am%
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of coal-hauling business, in-
cluding the Chessie System,
Conrail and’ the Norfolk and
Western Railway, have begun
laying off workers for the dura-
tion of the walkout. Asa result
of all this, the coal bosses may
soon face pressure from politi-
cians and industry bigshots to
agree to a settiement.

On the other hand, the
miners will have to overcome
serious obstacles to win a
victory in the strike. Utilities
and other coal-consuming in-
dustries stockpiled coal for
months before the waikout, and
as yet have not been seriously
hurt by the strike. Moreover,
the coal operators &an bring in
scab coal from non-union
mines in the West to repienish
their supplies. This will limit
the effectiveness of the strike
and weaken the miners’ bar-
gaining power.

In 1978, in the face of similar
odds, the miners achieved a
standoft with the BCOA after a
111-day strike. But they cannot
easily afford a similar outcome
in the current struggle. As the
percentage of non-union coal
production steadily rises, the
strength of the coal owners
increases while that of the
miners declines. The miners
"need a clear victory not only to
hold the line against the com-
panies’ current offensive, but
also to begin the process of
restoring the power of the
union—first and foremost, or-
ganizing the unorganized mines
in the West.(J

«f-$1.00
... $.95
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