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tine navy, killing
nd 500 of its crew.
entines evened the

attack on one of Britain’s most
modern warships, the destroyer
Sheffield, that reduced it to a
burnt-out hulk. Around - 20

British sailors on-the Sheffield-

were killed, while nearly 50 were
wounded

As’ yet, the
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Prisoner

flghts i‘ransfer

keepers are trying to transfer
Simmat—against his will—to a
federal prison in Oxford, Wis-
consin. Recently Simmat sent

: the Torch/La Antorcha a batch
* of clippings about his situation,

including .- some of his own

, columns. Below we are reprint-

ing his Journal Inquirer column
of April 10, 1982.

Judge M. 'Ioseph Blumenfeld
hstened to Connectlcut Sprison

Oxford ‘Wisconsin. T
yers hired. by the - Jo

ARMS & DISARMAMENT—Fri,
& Sat., May 21 22 Univ. of

Alliance for
(MAD), (313) 662- 6597’

Berkeley -

GATHERING: Draft Resist-

ley Resistance (41 5) 642-0165

1719 (eves & wkends)

: Ciiicago

STO NEWALL COMMITTEE
MTG.—Second meeting to or-
ganize for counter- demonstra-

;. menfeld I was not being trans-

Bldg. Sfmnsored by Mlchlgcn o
Dnsarmomem -

NATIONAL RESISTANCE .

" (weekdays) - or {415) 549: =

_quifer to. represent me in.my

ttempt to stay at Somers State
risont and to’continue writing
i+ the - ‘newspaper, - Dominic
Sguiatrito and Richard Dyer*of
~Manchester, told Judge Blu-

Tues., ‘May 18, 7:30 pm, at
. Unitarian Church, 615 - W. =
‘Wellington. For mare info, colll )
: (312) 226-5915. . .

k)

- Los Angeles

“DEMONSTRATE AGAINST .
REAGAN—Tues., May ‘25, 5
pm,. at - the ".Cenfury re
Hotel, between Santa
& Olympuc Blvds in

-~ City. To ‘participate ;
RSL, call (213) 385—6029

'REPRODUCT IVE RIGHTS NA-
. TIONAL NETWORK (R2N2) RE-

For more info,” comud Berke:' ;. GIONAL CONFERENCE=-Sat.,".

June 5. For.more

Ju . s, call
(213) 3ss-¢o2,9.ﬁ el

DEMONSTRATE FOR.NUCLEAR
. DISARMAMENT—Sat., June
.~ 12. For more defmls, call
' (213):'385-6029. :

- FORUM DISCUSSION—"Haiti,
Jamgica, and Revolution in
', the Caribbean,” Suf., June 20,

‘Sponsored by People United

. Admission free.

. ferred but exiled to silence me

and to end my column from

prison.

On March 11 Correction

Commissioner John Manson

wrote to the legal counsel to
Gov. O’Neill, Jay Jackson, that
“Judge Blumenfeld will, of
course, sort out the facts and
make an appropriate ruling. It
should come within a few days.
There is-little question in my
mind that he will rule in favor

" of the transfer.”’

Commissioner Manson was
wrong, for on March 26 Judge
Blumenfeld did not rule in favor
of the transfer but instead
issued a temporary injunction
against it and ordered a full
trial. Manson, though, did not
entertain the possibility of being
wrong when he wrote to the
governor’s legal counsel on
March 11, for on page four of
the letter Manson wrote that
““there is little question in my
mind that with Simmat trans-
ferred,’’ the Journal Inquirer’s
managing editor, Chris Powell,
“will engage another prisoner
to write a prison column. It
would be my intention to have
Warden Robinson sit down with
Mr. Powell in the hope he
would agree to guidelines that
would eliminate the use of pris-
oners’ mames or identities in
such columns.”’

No one should worry, for if I
am silenced, the Journal In-
quirer indeed immediately
would have another prisoner re-
porting from inside the prison
using names, dates, and all the
other facts that the public
rightly expects in the news. The
newspaper will not accept con-

9 am, 9428 So. Western Ave.

Freedom Forum, with fea- -
tured specaker from the RSL.

Né;;vYork

STOP THE DEPORTATION OF
HAITIANS TO “BELIZE—Sat.,
June 5, ‘noon.” March down
Eastern Parkway from Nos-
trand Ave. to Grand: Army -
Plaza, Brooklyn.

To march with the RSL, call
(212) 695-6802.

UN SPECIAI. -SESSION ON DIs.
ARMAMENT—SGI June 12.
March-‘from Central Park to
the UN. The NY branch of the
RSLis plannirig.a major mobil-
ization for the march, includ-
ing distribution ot the Yorch &
our . Disarmament Supple-
ment, button & T-shirt sales,
and a commgem in the march.
To participate with the RSL, or
for more mfo, call (212) 695-
6802. -

Draft resisters plan
June actions

%
Dear friends, .
Preparations ~ are beginning
for what might be the largest
joint action by draft resisters in
this century. Following a week-
end of workshops and nonvio-

lence training (June 18-20 in.

Berkeley), a contingent of re-
sistance affinity groups will par-
ticipate in the June 21 blockade
and legal demonstration against
the Livermore nuclear- weapons
labs.

Livermore and a similar facil-
ity in New Mexico have devel-
oped every single nuclear wea-
pon in the U.S. arsenal. These
labs have invented the atomic,
hydrogen, and neutron bombs,
and as a result the U.S. has over
31,000 nuclear warheads—with

ditions imposed by prison offi-
cials. Prison news will continue
to be reported as factually as
possible. )

As a prisoner of long expe-
rience, I provide an alternative
to official sources of prison
news, often describing what I

believe to be the questionable

and even criminal behavior of
the jailers. Shame on those who
would stop this on the pretext of
assuring my safety when really

- they contrive only to secure the

secrecy they need to hide their
‘own misdeeds.
—Ron Simmat

the equivalent explosive force of
one million Hiroshima bombs.

The pre-blockade resistance
gathering is being organized by
Berkeley Resistance. The organ-
izers welcome all who are com-
mitted to draft resistance: regis-
tration and induction refusers,
resistance supporters and activ-
ists.

Draft prosecutions will pro-
bably begin early this summer,
and the pre-blockade gathering
will enhance solidarity and net-
working among draft resisters
from around the country. More-
over, resistance affinity groups
established for the gathering
and blockade will provide tight
communities of mutual support
once prosecutions begin.

For more information about
the Livermore blockade, con-
tact the Livermore Action
Group at 3126 Shattuck Ave.,
Berkeley, CA 94703, (415) 644-
2028. :

If 'you would like to attend
the pre-blockade resistance
gathering . in Berkeley, please
write to Berkeley Resistance,
c/0 ASUC Berkeley Draft
Counseling Center, 300-C Esh-
elman Hall, Berkeley, CA
94720, or call (415) 642-0165
(weekdays), (415) 549-1719
(evenings .and weekends).

In peace,
Pat Sweeney
War Resisters League
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"Fhe Winter ls Yours, But the Sprm@ Will Be @urs

THOUSANDS DEFY MARTIAl

By PAUL BENJAMIN

Soon after martial law - was

imposed in Poland last Decem- -

ber, a new slogan appeared in
leaflets and on walls around the

- country: ‘“The winter is yours,

but the spring will be ours.”
Spring has come. In early

May the Polish people rose up

in the largest wave of struggle

against Polish state capitalism -

since General Wojciech Jaruzel-
ski declared martial law De-
cember 13.

The protests. began on May 1

with peaceful counter-demon- _

strations against the traditional
government-sponsored -May
Day celebratmns In Warsaw,
the official parade guarded by
truckloads of police and treaps,
marched grimly through empty
streets.

Meanwhile, - thousands of
people, mainly young workers
and students, gathered near the
royal'palace—a symbol- of Po-
lish national mdependence——a
few blocks away. One, group
unfurled, .2  banner  reading

“Free Solldanty!” Then dozens

of other banners readmg ‘“Dic-

'tatorshlp, No!” “We Demand

Solldanty"’ and “Free [Lech]
) ; e

- union—weére enthusiastically
. lifted from under coats and

inside knapsacks )
..Chanting ‘‘Down . with . the

: ]unta;é’ “We want freedom!”

- the natlonal "an- .
iberant crowd'of up
to 50,000 demonstrators moved

and

g N

Two days later further ‘pro-
tests exploded into . militant,
spontaneous rebelhons agarnst

Sohdanty underground move-
ment called for marches against
martxal law.-on May 3, thé
anmversary ‘of the granting. of -
the first Polish constitution in-
1791

Police efforts to- suppress the
demonstrators provoked street
battles in at least 13 maJor cities
ranging - from Gdansk in  the -
north, to Krakéw in the south,

‘ and from Szczecin in w tern .
-~ Poland to Lublin in the edst. .,

In Warsaw police attacked
around 30,000 protesters with
water cannon, clubs and teargas.
Shouting ‘‘Gestapo, Gestapo,”’
people fought back with recks‘

and whatever - else they' could‘«

find. ‘A two-hour battle ‘for
cortrol of Warsaw’s Old Town ~
Square ended only after ‘police”
rushed heavy reinforcements to
the area. Then ftghtmg spread

i

‘

Solidarity supporters

to other parts of the city and
went on for more than four
‘hours.

In Gdafisk an angry crowd—

“‘several thousand strong,”’ ac-
cordmg to government reports
—tried to overrun the city’s
central square and. then at-
tacked a_police station and the
cal headquarters of the ruling

“Polish United. Workers Party

(PUWP) "{In Szczecin, where’
militants set up barricades,
seized a-hotel, and later set fire
to it, skirmishes with police con-
‘tinued into May 4.

One governmeﬁt official ad-
‘mitted--that “‘incidents” also
‘broke out’in “‘quite anumber’’
of smaller towns as well.

-Altogether over 1,300 demon-

. strators were jailed, while at

ast 72 police and an.unknown
imber of " protesters were in-
‘jured.

A new series of revolts could

-erupt on May 13. The recently

formed Provisional Coordinat-
ing Commission of the Solidar-

ity underground has.called for a .-

15-minute genera.l strike on. the-.
“13th to protest. six. months of
martial law. . The.gc
trying to head off “mass protests
by reimposing strict - curfew
regulatxons and cutting ‘phone
servicé’ in Warsaw -and other
cities. 1t has also banned the use
of private cars and suspended -

Jaruzelski under fire

The recent - outbreaks are

‘almost ‘¢certain_ to mtensxfy de-

“bates within-the PUWP over,
‘how to safeguard state-caprtal-v
“ist rule in Poland. It is no secret
that there are conflicts in the.
party between moderates who
want to malntam at least the

overnment is,

cultural and sporting events. . . i

'Warsaw as they tear down police barriers
durmg May 3 demonstrﬂtlon ee

i

illusion of seeking a ‘‘national
“accord’’ with the Polish people
and more hardline elements
who want an all-out campaign °
to smash resistance to the gov-
These débates were
outlined in a previous issue of

ernment.

the Torch/La Antorcha (Vol. 9,

No. -3, March;; 15~Apr1] 14,-

1982) 4
In the wake of the uprlsmgs,
Jaruzelski himself is commg

under fire from sections of the
PUWP leadershrp for the first
time,_since 'he declared martial’

12 ne unnamed-adviser ‘‘as-
soclaﬁted with the 'leadership”’
told the New York Times: ““The

truth is that-Jaruzelski is inde-

cisive -and vacillating. ... -He
did not know what to do with
“power once he got it. Under-
neath him are all these. factlons
pulllng in different directions.’

- But.the rebellions were appar-
ently also a shock "‘to many
leaders of the opposition move-
ment. Solidarity’s Coordinating
Commrssron reportedly did not
the May, actions. In-

Catholic Church who are seek-
ing the role of- arbiter between
the government and the Sohdar—

met and 1ssued a ' statement.

warmng thatthe May 3 events

halting steps towards normall-
zation - and ‘iisguiding = the
yputh **Ina separate mtervrew

bute this to Solidanfi when it is
not Solidarity. The real Solldar-
ity does not do _such things.’”

The real issue behind such
claims is that while the ‘‘real
Solidarity’’—in other words,
the official underground leader-
ship—has enormous prestige
among the Polish people, it
does not seem to have effective
control over the movement. In-
stead, the resistance appears to
be made up of countless local
organizations, based in factor-
ies, offices, schools and neigh-
borhoods, that operate more or
less independently. All these
groups are groping for a suc-
cessful strategy against the Po-
lish rulers, and many are more
militant than the ‘‘official”
underground leadership.

. The May 1 demonstration in
Warsaw, for example, was re-
portedly organized by some 60
factory and office committees
independent of the Coordinat-
ing Commission. At the demon-
stration itself, some leaflets de-
clared that unless martial law
was lifted by July, ‘“The Polish
Underground Army will start
action against the occupiers.”
And on May 7 the commission
warned that ‘‘there are con-
spiracy groups operating in top
secrecy .in Krakéw province,
ready for everything, the most
desperate moves. If the author-
ities ignore 'us, these groups
will §lip out of control.”’ )

Solidarity leaders
seek compromise

Even before the May events,
the emergence of these forces
had touched off a strategy
debate in the top levels of the
Solidarity  leadership, with
Zbigniew Bujak and Jacek Ku-
ron playing leading roles. Bujak.
was the leader of Solidarity’s
Warsaw branch, and has be-

. come the main spokesperson of
" the commission. Kuron was the

ief strategist. He was
in. December ‘but has
o smuggle - articles
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into the underground press.

Bujak has repeatedly urged
the Polish people to avoid mass
confrontations with the govern-
ment, and confine their protests
to largely symbolic actions. He
argues that militant resistance
to the regime would only
strengthen the influence of the
PUWP hardliners. This in turn
would wreck any chance for
negotiations between the Soli-
darity leadership and the gov-
ernment to end martial law and
ensure a permanent role for the
union in Polish society.

But Kuron believes such a
passive strategy is unworkable
given the deep popular hatred
of martial law. In an article that
appeared in the underground
weekly Tygodnik Mazowsze in
March, he expressed his fear
that the Polish people might rise
up in a spontaneous revolt that
would force the collapse of the
Jaruzelski regime and provoke a
Russian invasion.

To prevent such a confronta-
tion, Kuron called for building
a tightly-controlled mass move-
ment that could organize dem-
onstrations, and even a general
strike, to force the government
into negotiations with Solidar-
ity. The same issue of Tygodnik
Mazowsze included a response
by Bujak and other under-
ground leaders, arguing that
any effort to organize a “‘final
showdown’’ with the Jaruzelski
regime would end in catastro-
phe for the Polish people.

Despite their differences both
Kuron and the underground
leaders accept the need for some
kind of compromise with the
more moderate elements in the
PUWP. They want to confine
the opposition ‘movement to
limits acceptable to these ele-
ments—and, even more impor-
tantly, to the Russian ruling
class. They disagree only over
what those limits are.

In an argument . directed as
much toward these rulers as to
the Polish underground, Kuron
(Continued on.page 16)

‘canhonon
crowd, breaking
up the protest.
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Argentma Defends

(Continued from page 1)

tion and suffer heavy casualties,
with no guarantee of success.
But it may be driven to escalate
the war through an invasion—or
other military action in order to
claim military victory and
strengthen its hand at the bar-
gaining table.

British unity
breaking down
Although the Thatcher re-

gime - still enjoys widespread
support for its attack on Argen-

tina, the facade of national
unity for its policies is breaking

down. The opposition Labour
Party is calling for a negotiated
settlement, while the party’s left
wing is demanding an imme-
diate ceasefire. Meanwhile, the
most right-wing elements in the
ruling Conservative Party are
demanding outright military
victory, and are urging attacks
on-the Argentine mainland.
While the government and
the right-wing press are trying
to whip up war fever, the British
people themselves appear to
have conflicting. feelings about
the Malvinas conflict. Polls re-
leased May 2 show. a slight
decline. in pop support for

the government s conduct of the .

war, although 71 percent still
backed. the government’s. pol-
icy. But: ‘the samé poll revealed
that 49 percent 6f the- British

people don’t think the Malvinas

are worth a single British life.
At first many people com-
bi‘ned support for Thatcher’s
“principled stand_ against ag-
gressrori" with chauvinist pride
in the fading British imperial
tradition. ' Such  support in-
cluded a dose of outright rac-
ism, as many believed the
British navy would cakewalk
over "what the" press called the
“‘swarthy gauchos”’
tina. - .
But British “losses—particu-
larly the destruction of the Shef-
field—are’ leadmg at least some
people to reconsider their sup-
port for the war. As one work-
er put it, ““It looked to be easy,
didn’t it? I thought we might
end up with some losses, but I
never imagined - they would
come this way.””

- Argentmes support
takeover,
oppose junta

Among the Argentine people,
initial ‘jubilation over the re-
claiming of the Malvinas has
given way to anxiety over the
war. Nevertheless, even the
hostile U.S. capitalist press
admits that popular support for
the war is aniversal.

At the same time, many

in Arg}enf

Argentines are combining sup-
port for the takeover of the

Malvinas with opposition to

President Leopoldo Galtieri’s
right-wing military government.
On April 26 and again on May
1, Argentine trade unions and
leftist organizations brought
thousands of people into the

streets of Buenos Aires, the na-’

tional capital.
The demonstrators held up
banners reading ‘“‘May 1-—the

workers against the English and.

the exploiters!’”” and chanted,
““It’s going to end, it’s going to
end, the military dictatorship!”’
as well as anti-British slogans:

U.S. backs British
imperialism

On the international front,
the outbreak of open war be-
tween Britain and Argentina
forced the Reagan administra-
tion to bring its thinly .con-
cealed support for the Thatcher
government out into the open.

On April 30, after fighting
had begun, the administration
dropped its earlier role as an
‘“‘impartial mediator’’ in the
conflict and announced its sup-
port for Britain. It .imposed

economic and-military sanctions

against the Argentlne govern-
ment, while promising ‘‘mate-
rial support”f for the: Brmsh
forces. .
The admrmstrano s re-
fused to- comment on exactly
what kind of aid it is giving to

the British military. However, it

is known that the U.S. military
was providing the Bri

with mtelhgencemforma n on .
Argentine mrlrtary positions " |’

around the Malvinas -even be-
fore actual fighting began. And

it is reportedly supplying the -

British fleet with at least part of

the fuel it needs to maintain its”

blockade of the Malvinas.
West European rulers
reconsider stance
Western European 'rnlers, on
the other hand, are starting -to
draw back from their ongmal

firm support of the Brrtrshtgov— ;

‘ernment. On Aprrl 10,

governments in thé Common
Market condemned the Argen—
tine government’s takeover of |
" the Malvinas and ‘imposed the.

toughest sanctions against ‘Ar-
gentina in the Market’s 25-year
history.

While thesé ‘governments re--

cognize- Argentina has a legiti-
mate claim to the islands, they
objected to the government’s
effort to impose its claim by
force.

But the - Western European
rulers ‘are also uncomfortable
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~(Germany,

E

Britain has made several bombing raids on military installations -

near the Malvinas’ capital of Port Stanley, pictured above.

with British military efforts to’

drive the Argentines out of the
Malvinas. On May 4 the Irish
government demanded an im-
mediate ceasefire and declared
it would oppose renewal of the
sanctions when they expire May
17. The Irish people themselves,
who fought for centuries to free
themselves from British dom-
ination, are scarcely sympathe-
tic to British imperialism in the
Malvinas

Tlre gor*l rr%mgénts of " West
_taly, -Sweden and
enmark" ér”&also callmg for a

negotiated settlement and ex-
pressing varying degrees of hesi-
tation about renewing the sanc-
tions.

Western European leaders
falsely believed that the sanc-
tions, combined with the threat
of British military retaliation,
would be enough to force the
Argentine government to back
down. Now that this has failed,
they want to stop the war before
it escalates into a major inter-
national crisis that could wreck
European-Latin American rela-
tions for years.

Moreover, these leaders want

= & i

laim to Malvinas

the world to forget about their
own past—and present—impe-
rialist policies, and are more
than a little uneasy over the
Thatcher government’s revival
of old-fashioned gunboat ‘‘di-
plomacy.”

Latin America
supports Argentina

Within Latin America, al-
most all governments are sup-
porting Argentina’s claim to the
Malvinas, and condemning U.S.
support for Britain. The Brazil-
ian government has reportedly
provided some symbolic aid to
the Argentine military. And in
Peru, thousands of people went
into the streets. on May 13
calling for defeat of the
““English pirates.”’

This international line-up re-
veals the Malvinas conflict for
what it is—a struggle against
colonialism. Two conservative,
white, Anglo-Saxon govern-
ments—Britain and the U.S.—
are waging what even their own
allies believe is a senseless war
against a Latin American re-
gime that had the ‘‘effrontery”
to reclaim stolen territory with-
out asking their permission.

We support both the Argen-
tine people’s right to the Mal-
vinas, and the Argentine gov-
ernment’s right to defend its
takeover of the islands from
U.S. and British imperialism.

B nefit Film Showing Held fo Suppori
~ Salvadorean Liberation Siruggle

Over 80 people attended an RSL beneﬁt
film ‘showing in Los Angeles April 30 of the
Vietriam War-era classic “Hearts and Minds.”’

Salvadorean rebel organizations, the FDR/

FMLN; and featured speakers.from the FDR,

the local draft resistance movement and the

RSL.

The first guest speaker was David Wayte a

. young..man who has publicly refused to

register for the new draft. Wayte urged people

to stop the next war before it starts and
k j~proposed a new anti- draft movement as a
- -basic ‘part. of all anti-war work.
“We know they can’t start a war without a
draff” he declared. ‘“And they can’t start a
draft ‘wnhout draft registration.”

i

" his refusal to register. “When my turn comes
in the courthouse,’’ he concluded, ‘I hope to
see‘you all there with me in support.”

Marceld Rodriguez, representing the Revo-

: lutronary Democratic Front (FDR) of El Sal-
vador, analyzed the meaning of the recent Sal-
vadorean elections. After describing the coer-

~ cive measures used by the mrhtary junta to

_assure a'large voter turnout; ‘Rodriguez de-
clared that'the election results have turned the
clock back to a period before the 1979 coup.

The event was designed as a fund raiser for the °

‘himself faces federal prosecution for

‘“The war in EI Salvador is no ]onger merely
one for national liberation,”’ he said. ““It has
become a war against fascism.”” He predicted
an increase in the ﬁghtmg and a prolonged
struggle before victory is won.

Later, in a gesture of sohdarlty, Rodriguez
declined the financial aid raised through the
film showing. He urged the RSL to keep the
funds and invest them in further activities of
this nature, to build a stronger anti-imperial-
ist movement inside the U.S.

RSL spokesperson Elame Scott reviewed
the RSL’s achievements'in'a numbe¥ of demo-
cratic and solidarity movements. She called on
the audience to join in defense of the Sal-
vadorean revolution as a stép toward defeat-
mg 1mperxahsm around the world, -

“At the samie time, she pointed out: ““Work-
ers need their own mdependent organiza-
tions, both here and in El Salvador. The
liberals and the Democrats may say they
oppose U.S. involvement in EI Salvador, like
they opposed the Vietnam War after the U.S.
began to lose it. Bat what they really want to
do is preserve capitalism. %

‘“We say capitalism, in all its forms, is our
main enemy. That’s why we are in the RSL.
We hope you will check out more of what we

have to say and continue to work with us.”
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Fascists Attack Lesbians and Gay

- Nazis Plan March on Gay

Prlde Day in Chicago

CHICAGO—A meeting in
this city’s lesbian and gay com-
munity voted on May 4 to form
the Stonewall Committee to
counter the announced plans of
the American Nazi Party for a
June 27 ““anti-homosexual, pro-
life, pro-traditional American
family’’ rally. The Nazi rally is
timed to coincide with Chica-
go’s annual Lesbian and Gay
Pride Rally, also set for June
27.

THE lesbian and gay com-
munity, and a wide range of left
and progressive organizations,

For information about RSL
Gay Pride plans, see page 16.

reacted sharply to the Nazi rally
plans. Nearly 40 people at-
tended the May 4 meeting,
including representatives of the
Jewish Lesbian Group, Black
and White Men Together,
Women Organized for Repro-
ductive Choice, Chicago Wo-
mien’s Uprising, National Coali-
tion of Black Gays, New Jewish
Agenda, Chutzpah, - Interna-
tional Socialist Organization,
Sojourner Truth Organization

-and the Revolutionary Socialist .

League. The RSL had called the
meeting, with the endorsement
of the Take Back the Night
Coalition.

‘Michael Botkin of the RSL

opened the meeting by saying
that the Nazi decision to rally at
Lincoln Park, traditional site of
the Gay Pride rally, was a direct

attack on the annual Jesbianand -
gay march. Botkin called on the

meeting’s participants to begin
to organize for a broad, militant
response to this Nazi provoca-
tion. Botkin stressed the impor-
tance of demonstrating that the
lesbian and gay community in
Chicago will neither tolerate nor

be intimidated by the Nazi'

bigots.

A lively discussion followed
these remarks, with people ex-
pressing varying views on-how
to best respond to the Nazi
challenge. A representative of
the Illinois Gay .and Lesbian
Task Force opposed a direct
confrontation with the Nazis,
saying he ‘‘didn’t want to stoop
to their level.”” However, the
majority of those present. felt
that it would be a mistake to
ignore the Nazis and voted to
call for a demonstration at the
same time and same place as the
announced Nazi rally.

THE Stonewall Committee
faces two important tasks in its

organizing. for .the June 27
protest. The first is.to ensure the .

maximum possible unity within
the lesbian and gay community
itself. This is a distinct problem
because the Nazis are scheduled
to rally in Lincoln Park from

Rally Held to Protest
Assault in Mexico City

- Last month, the Torch/La

Antorcha reported that a les-
bian and gay rally in Mexico
City on March 20 was attacked

by armed right-wing thugs.
Since then; we have received

more information on the brutal
assault, .and on the rally that
took place a week later to pro-<
test it.

By ABBY WEINSTEIN

Six hundred people rallied in
Mexico City on March 27 to

protest the attack one week

earlier by a right-wing paramili-
tary group on a lesbian and gay
rally. In the March 20 assault,
some 50 men, armed with clubs,
knives and brass = knuckles,
charged the rally’s participants,-
‘wounding 10. (Last month’s
Torch/La Antorcha - reported
incorrectly that five of the as-
sailants were also wounded; five
were arrested, but none in-
jured.)

The March 27 protest of the
right-wing attack drew consid-

erable suppott beyond Mexico
City’s lesbian and gay move-
ment. This was an important
development since, in the past,
“the majority of }Memco s - left
and feminist movements have
either been hostile to or have
simply ignored the gay move-
ment and gay people.

“Now an sattack on gays is~
considered an attack on the
democratic rights of all,”’ noted
Bandera Socialista, newspaper

- of the Mexican Revolutionary
Workers. Party (PRT), one of.

the organizers of the March 20

. rally. (The PRT is affiliated to

the U.S. Socialist Workers Par-
ty—SWP.) : .

Gay - Community News, a
U.S.-based publication,  made
this same point, reporting that a

petition protesting .the "assault"

had been signed by the Stalinist-

dominated  Unified Socialist.
Mexican Party (PSUM),. the.

Women’s Liberation Movement
(MLM) and several well-known
writers, including Carlos. Mon-

(Continued on page 16)

2:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. while, at
present, the gay pride march,
though it is set to begin at 2:00,
is not likely to reach Lincoln
Park until 4:30 or later—after
the Nazi rally has ended. This
means that anti-Nazi activists,
lesbians and gays in particular,
will be forced to choose between
the gay pride march and the
anti-Nazi mobilization. To
overcome this potential split,
the Stonewall Committee is pro-
posing to the official Gay Pride
Committee that it move up the

starting time of the parade and

plan to arrive at Lincoln Park at
the time of the Nazi rally. This

‘would greatly strengthen the

entire anti-Nazi mobilization as
well as prevent the lesbian and

. gay community from bemg

divided.

AN additional task for the
Stonewall Committee is to reach
out energetically beyond the les-
bian and gay community to
build for the anti-Nazi protest.
While the Nazis have made anti-
gay bigotry a specific focus of
their planned June 27 rally, Nazi
hatred of oppressed groups is
hardly confined to lesbians and
gays. Jews, Blacks, Latins, un-
documented workers, unwed
pregnant mothers, young peo-
ple who smoke pot—all those

' A
Above, one of several Nazn rallies held in Chlcago over past few
years.

who don’t fit the ‘““Nazi mold”’
—are on the list of those the
Nazis would throw into concen-
tration camps. It is important
that the June 27 protest be a
broad and united mobilization
of lesbian, gay, Black, Latin,
Jewish and women’s groups,
trade unions, and other organi-
zations of working and op-
pressed people. Svch a mobili-
zation would help to educate
people about the nature of gay
oppression under capitalism and
would be an important state-

ment of unity in the face of the
Nazi program of division and
hatred.

The Stonewall Committee
will be holding its next meeting
to organize for the June 27 anti-
Nazi demonstration on May 18
at 7:30 p.m. at the Second Uni-
tarian Church, 615 West Well-
ington. All anti-Nazi activists
are encouraged to attend.

Defend Gay Pride Day!
Stop the Nazis!
An Injury to One
Is an Injury to All!

" Young Women's Sexual Freedom
Real Issue in HHS Notification Rule

By MARY RIVERS

“Our minimnm responsibility is to protect
_the health and; in some cases, the life of child-
‘ren receiving prescriptions, who may be at risk
of embolism, stroke and permanent sterility.’’

So_says” the Department of Health and
Human Services (HHS), trying to justify its
new regulation that federally-funded family
planmng agencies . must notify parents of

~women under 18 who receive prescriptions for

contraceptwes The rule also states that both
parents must bé informed, even if living sepa-

. rately,. within 10 days of when the prescrip-
“tion is wntten—all in the name of young

women’s “heahh iod
" /But who are they klddmg" Since when is the

health?

will go a long way toward harming the health
“of tens of. thousands of young women. Dr.
George Ryan, head of the American College
_‘of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, estimates
" there will be “well .over 100,000°’ unwanted
-teenage pregnancies as a direct result of the
.HHS rule. And, as Dr. Luella Klein, project
director. of -the Maternal and Infant Care
Clinic - of .Grady - Memorial Hospital in
Atlanta, stated: ‘‘Pregnancy is fives times as
risky for. ibens .as_the pill.”

More: pregnancies will also mean more
. abortions—both légal.and back-alley. These
too- increase . the - chances that a young
woman’s healith will be hurt.

So what’s the new rule really about?

Marjory Mecklenburg, Acting Deputy Assist-

[

‘Reagan administration so womed about our

In fact many experts believe the new rule’

ant. Secretary of Public Affairs and Director
of the Office of Adolescent Pregnancy Pro-
grams, who helped draft this regulation, let
the foam out of the can when she said, ...
If parents and children communicste, child-
ren will use contraceptives more effectively
and will be more likely to delay sex.”’ The
National Pro-Family Coalition, a strong
backer of the new regulation, was even more
upfront, terming it ‘‘a first step toward the
restoration of parental authority as well as a
deterrent to sexual experience.”’

The simple truth is that the HHS, the Rea-
gan administration and the right wing aren’t
concerned with anyone’s health. They are
worried about young people’s sexual activity
and “‘morals.’”’ They are worried about con-
trolling our lives.

But will this measure kecp young women
from having sex? Two years ago the Gutt-
macher Institute conducted a survey of over
2,400 teenage women and found that more
than half wouldn’t return to a clinic if their
parents had to know, but would continue to

-'have sex even with no contraceptives. The
Washington Post reports that ‘““A survey of
teenagers in family planning clinics showed
that if parental notice was the price of pre-
scription contraceptives, 20 percent would
continue their sexual activities with little or no
protection. Only 2 percent said they would -
abstain.” -

" So—once again—the facts indicate just the
opposite of what the government says. Under
‘the guise of looking out for our interests, they
take away our privacy and right to control our
own bodies—and endanger more teenage
women in the bargain.
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A suit by women prisoners in Kentucky is-now in its trial stage,

. and the results could have far-reaching co

Juences for women

"behind bars around the country. The suit demands changes in

¢

other loved ones; she
p.m. In her cell she

glass.”” Men prisoners in’
security, are not subject

The suit also hits at the differe njobt
programs. The only vocational program for women is in clerical,
~ work. All the women are trained to cook, cleaiand sew. . .. .

ed on the difference between the

i

‘training .

‘On April 20, the Tekas Dépaﬂmeht of Corrections (TDC) -

attempt to gain leverage in those

egoti

. agreed to end the use of a privileged class of prisoners, called
building tenders, in positions of authority over other prisoners. The
end of the building tender system was one of many changes ordered
. by Judge W. Justice when he ruled on the Ruiz suit last April. TDC * -
is now attempting to reach compromise agreements with the Justice.
Department on many sections of the rulifi
get a better deal that way than by appealin

n what may be'an

space requirements of a federal court order [Ruiz] can be met,” ~
-according to the Washington Post. Juan Parra in the Coffield Unit

wrote us with the information that‘tliéré are now 32,450 prisoners

in TDC, up from 30,200 a'year ago. ‘There are 14,000 cells in the

system,

—WF
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guring that they will

0se negotiations; on May 10 the TDC
- board ‘‘voted unanimously to stop accepting inmates. . .until the

-~ Students Battle to Save

Medgar Evers College

Since April 20, students at
. Medgar Evers College, an over-
*whelmingly Black school in
Brooklyn, New York, have oc-
cupied the office of the school’s
president, Dr. Richard D.
Trent. The protesters are de-
manding Trent’s resignation or
transfer.

Medgar Evers, which has
2,800 students, is part of the
City University of New York
(CUNY) system, which includes
over 15 other colleges and
universities.

The sit-in" follows a six-day
student strike held in mid-
"March that, .among other
things, also ‘demanded Trent’s
replacement. Later, on March
26, the school’s faculty voted
88-26 in favor of Trent's re-
moval.

Trent, who is Black, has be-
come a central issue at Medgar
Evers because of his arrogant
refusal to discuss the school’s
problems with students or fa-
culty.

ABOUT 95 percent of Medgar
Evers’ students are Black. A
large proportion of the student
body takes classes in the even-
ing and works during the day.
Over 90 percent get some kind

nent, Medgar Evers has been
poor _ step-child of CUNY

he authorities’ fear of the

' “:}’EBIac'f;a movement faded during

the 1970s, so did the funding for
Medgar Evers. The school was
founded as a four-year college
but was cut back to a two-year
community college in' the mid-

of ‘financial aid. Over 70 per-

1970s. Although there have
been plans to build a real
campus for Medgar Evers fqr
years, today the school is

crowded into two old build-

ings—one a former warehouse
—in the Crown Heights neigh-
borhoad of Brooklyn. And
Medgar Evers is somehow the
only CUNY school without
childcare facilities—despite the
fact that a majority of the
student body is female.

NOW Medgar [Evers’ very
existence is threatened, The
federal government, which has
always indirectly provided much
of the funding for the school, is
openly uninterested in Black
education or even preserving the
public school systems at all.

Many students-believe CUNY
would like to cripple Medgar
Evers to the point where it
seems useless to maintain it as a
separate college, and then merge
it into another CUNY school.
And many people believe Trent,
if asked, would agree to grease
the skids for MEC’s downfall.

There is good reason to think
this. Dr. Trent, a former social
psychiologist, has been president
of Medgar Evers since it was
founded. Throughout its his-
tory, he has acted as the loyal
servant of the CUNY board and
its policy of ‘‘benign neglect.”’
When Medgar Evers was being

. reduced to a two-year school,

for instance, groups of students
went to the state capital to push
for more money, but Trent did
not. o

Trent has -also apparently
done nothing about the lack of
childcare, although he claims
that he has been working on this

‘problem for 10 years‘(for 10

years!). :
This spring, the CUNY board

announced plans to raise com-
munity college tuition by $150,

“to $1,080 a year. At the same

time, financial aid is being cut.
Under these circumstances, it
did not take much to cause an
explosion.

On March 4, Trent trans-
ferred a dean after she accused
him of misappropriating col-
lege money. Some students pro-
tested but ‘“the skirmish between
these few stadents and the
office of the president left most
of the student body and the
faculty members on the side-
lines,”’ according to Weekend
Big Red, a Black Brooklyn
newspaper.

On March 11, however, Trent
made students wait six hours
and then failed to show up at all
to a meeting scheduled to
discuss the situation. The bot-
tled-up resentment and anger
then broke out. Soon the issues
of childcare needs, the lack of
security ‘in the buildings and

. their state of disrepair, and

general demands for the up-
grading of the college over-
shadowed the original, more
narrow, issues. A student strike
began on March 16 and was
called off one week later.

_ Although a majority of stu-

. dents boycotted classes, the
strike . seemed. - to .. have little

impact on the .administration.
Trent remained silent through-
out the strike. L
IN the face of Trent’s intran-
sigence, the focus of the strug-
gle shifted almost exclusively to
his removal. The faculty’s vote
and the current sit-in followed.
There is _little doubt that the
majority of MEC students sup-
port the oceupation. Just before
it began, for example, over
1,000 students rallied to de-
mand Trent’s ouster.[] .

To Our Readers | ehlnd Bars

So far we have gotten a really

good response to the prisoner renewal notices we sent out last

month (on the back qf the wrappers the Torch/La Antorcha is mailed in). Prisoners from around the
country have returned the renewal forms, some enclosing donations—which are very much

appreciated—and others warm words of encoura;

gement. A prisoner from Georgia writes: “‘I must say

thank-you for what you have done for me. Before your paper came into my life T wis a narrow-minded

fool and was a lost sheep, but now I:am a socialist.”

Unfortunately, we have also received word from several prisofiers, phrtiéixlarly in the notorious

Texas Department of Corrections, that their Torch/La

Antorcha arrived without a wrapper. These

prisoners are worried that they will not get their renewal notices and their subscriptions will be

-canceled.

without a wrapper, drop usa note, We will n
if you don’t have a renewal form. If you kn
one person ‘can writé us a letter with the n:
- receive the Torch/La Antorcha.

The main thing is that we

- Otherwise we will be spending money and time—two |
all we know, wind up in. a garbage can somewhere,
.So, onceagain, look for a renewal n
When you get one (approximately a year
That’s the best way to ensure that you

v Thanks and take care.[]

If you have been a subscriber to the Torch/La Antorcha for éfiﬁhile and Ayo:ur paper arrives
ot cut off the subscription.of anyone we hear from—even
ow of other prisoners who are in the same boat, perhaps
ames and numbers of everyone who wants to continue to
If your paper stops coming, let us know.

have to know that you are still interested in receiving the Torch. '
precious commodities—sending papers that, for

otice on the back of the wrapper your newspaper ¢omes in.
after you 'ﬁrst subscribed), fill it out and send:it back to us.
won’t miss a single issue of the Torch/La Antorcha.
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INS Rounds Up Thousands of Undocumented Workers

‘Project Jobs’

By WILLIAM FALK

Just days before the govern-
ment announced that the unem-
ployment rate had climbed to
9.4 percent, a post-Depression
record, the Reagan administra-
tion launched ‘‘Project Jobs”’—
a one-week campaign by the
Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS) to round up and
arrest over 5,000 undocumented
workers. )

Using 400 agents and a bud-
get of $500,000, *“Project Jobs®”

reached its stated goal: 5,635 .

people in Los Angeles, San
Francisco, Denver, Dallas,
Houston, Chicago, Detroit,
Newark and New York were ar-
rested and about three-quarters
of those were subsequently de-
ported.

““Project Jobs’’ might more
aptly have been called ‘‘Project
“Terror.”” For an entire week;,
. ¢ommunities where many un-

“documented workers live waited

in fear of a sudden raid. In Los
Angeles, for example, crty busw
‘were notrceably trn

akistricts'was dowﬁﬁy%l’ffﬁe”r - afte
cent; half:of all appointments at -

a “childrén’s -medical ‘clinic in
East Los Anggles: ‘Were” missed;
.attendance at adult education
English classes in': the'“city
dropped by 20 t0 /50 ‘pe

The “administration’ clarmed
that the purpose ‘of ‘the raids

was to opén up “‘high paying -

_jobs””that would be aftractive

‘1o U.S. citizens. After slashing”

funds for CETA and other job

" training programs, it is surely a

sick joke for Reagan to term a

. _campaign to round up and de-

‘port 5,000 workers a jobs

,program' The real purpose of
‘the raids—almost too obviously

timed to coincide with the
release of ‘record-high unem-
ployment figures—was to try to
whip up racist sentiment against
foreign-born workérs arid there-

by shift. attenuonaway from the

administration’s owni’ t’alled eco-
nomrc pohcres R

300 rgids in five days

Nonetheless, the administra-

tion conducted a heavy media

campaign to bolster the clalm“

that the INS roundup would

open up ‘‘good jobs.”> “We:

aren’t going after janitors and
‘busboys,” was how one immi-
gration ot‘ficlal put it. -

And, indeed, the INS did not

raid its usual targets—the gar- -
- ment factories or the vegetable

f the south-
where undoc-
labor for ex-

; b ital
ere

y

“up every black- or
ned person- they

ken away by
La Migra were U.S. citizen$ or
legal residents. In Colorado, for
_example, 71 of the 107 people
picked up by the INS turned ‘out
to be Iegal resxdems ‘In" a
workers from the Frederick and
Herrud:meat packing plant. All
‘of them préved to have docu-
_merits’ dnd” were released.
Over 85 percent ‘of all undoc-
‘umented workers captured in
“the/raids . -were MeXxican, al-
though the ‘best. estimates’ are
‘that Mexicans make up only-50
.percent. of all undocumentex

workers, in the us. And, e-.
that thi

Agents- told " others ' that "their -
fingers would be broken if they
_refused to be fjngerpnntéd

factory in Los Angeles;

is doubtful that
-/ people ‘were fooled into believ-

T

Or ‘Project Terror’?

Luisa Barraza Garcia was
arrested at her job at a furni-
ture factory near Los Angeles.
She has been in the U.S. for 13
years ‘and has a daughter born
- here. After her arrest she under-
went what the INS calls ““pro-
cessing.”’

““When they [La Migra) start-
" ed ‘Guestioning” Hie,” Bdrraza
“told a reporter from the Los
Angeles Herald Examiner, ““one
of the men in the room who
spoke’ Spanlsh told me he was
my lawyer. He turned out to be
‘one of them, but I believed him
at first. Then he asked me if I
had distinguishig marks on my-
body. When I said no, he said,
‘Wduldn’t you like me to give

Another agent asked Barraza
if she was from El Salvador. I

said no, and he said ‘Yes, you -

are. ’'m going to send you back
to your country so. they’ll kill
you along with the other people
there so you péople can’t come
to the United Sultes i

Jb‘b claims absurd

the week that the raids were a
success: that jobs were. apened
up for U.S. citizens and that
““the great solid majority which
doesn’t 'speak out™ had ‘‘resid-
ual positive fee]ing” about’ the
raids.

It is not surpnsmg that this

= supposed support was so silent
‘ / : —with more than 10 millton

,that gettmg a lawyer would [ sf. v people out of work (the closing -
", $4,000, though lawyers were in.- of even one ].arge auto or steel
*fact available free :of charge.

plant eliminates .as many as
5,000 jobs in a single stroke), it
too many

The INS claimed at the end of

ing that a $500,000 campaign to
arrest and deport 5,000 workers
had much to do with providing
jobs for anyone.
In fact, the INS claim that
3,000 jobs were ‘“opened up”’ is
.-suspect as well. Management at
some of the factories that lost
“workers in the raids sald that
‘because of bad economic condi-
tions they had no plans to
replace those who were de-
ported.

One boss openly boasted that .
the raid had allowed him to-

reduce the workforce outside
the restrictions of the union
contract!

Moreover, in the ‘past, job
vacancies created by raids have
usually been filled by other un-
documented workers. Many of
the jobs involved such danger-
ous and unpleasant work—
slitting the throats of chickens
and gutting them while holding
them by their feet, for example
—that workers with any altern-
atives refused to accept them.
Foreign-born  workers—faced
with the alternative of worse
wages and conditions at home—
take these jobs more quickly.

The irony is that the reason
things are so bad in theirown
countries, in Mexico or in the
Caribbean, for example, is that
the U.S. ruling class has system-
atically plundered and stolen
the wealth of these countries
and their people.

Reagan’s “‘Project Jobs’® was

a- cynical, racist shuck. All
workers who labor for the U.S.
capitalists, whether in’ other
countries or inthe U.S., whether
documented or undocumented,
have the same interests and can
enforce their interests only by
uniting. and fighting back
against the growing corporate
offensive. :

A real “‘Project Jobs”’ would
begin not with the arrest of
Mexican workers, but with the
arrest of 5,000 leading members
of the U.S. ruling class.(J

Extension of Voting Rights
ActNowAssured

On April 19 over 1,000 civil
rights marchers took off from
the Tuskegee Institute in Ala-
bama for a 2,000 mile march
and voter registration drive that
will pass through five states and
end up in Washmgton, D.C.,0on
July 4.

‘The march is being led by the

~ Rev. Joseph Lowery, head of
the Southern Christian Leader- ..

ship Conference,. and is en-
dorsed by Jesse Jackson, the
head of - PUSH (People United
‘to Save Humanity).

The focus of the march when
it began was renewal of the 1965
Voting Rights Act, . which ex-
pires next August. On May 3,
however, renewal was assured
when the Reagan administration
endorsed an_exténsion bill put
together by moderate Republi-
can senators .and ‘endorsed by
leading Senate Democrats.

This extension bill is basically
the same as one the administra-
tion has been opposing for
months. It states that redistrict-

ing and other changes in voting
procedures are illegal if their
effect is to discriminate against
Blacks or Latins. Reagan had
wanted civil rights groups to
have to prove that the purpose
or intent. of a change was to
deny Blacks or Latins their
rights before the change could be
declared ‘illegal. This is almost
mipossrble to do.

w‘gan reversed himself for
two reasons. One, by all counts
he ‘was_going to lose on this
issue ‘anyway. Two, there is
widespread fear in the Republi-
can Party that the hatred and
distrust that nearly all Black
people feel toward Reagan will
cause heavy Black voter turnout
for Democrats this fall. Under
pressure from Republicans up

for re-election, White House

strategists are seeking ways to
blunt the impact of Reagan’s
racist image. The Washington
Post reports that their thinking

-is‘basically, “You can’t win the
Black vote, but don’t stir it up
jgsinst )’ou."D
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’ 4Auto Workers union has voted

Miners’ Election Campaign Begins

By W.E. SCHWEIZER

United Mine  Workers _ of
America (UMW) President Sam
Church has - announced-he . is
running for re-election. His
only opponent so far .is Rich
Trumka, a 32-year-old miner
and former union staff attorney
from Nemacolin, Pennsylvania.

The election, for a five-year

term, will be held November 4.

Church’s announcement

comes as part of an almost mir- .
aculous comeback. Only a year -

ago miners overwhelmingly re-
jected a contract he had nego-
tiated and ‘went’ on to wage a
militant, 72-day strike. Church
became known throughout' the
coalfields as “Sello 1t Sam.”” He
lost his majority on. the:union’s
International Execunve Board
(IEB). And less than six months
ago it looked llke several poten-
tial candidates were scrambling

to succeed him.

What happened? Since the
miners’ strike a year ago, the

~ “economy has fallen into a deep
recession and the U.S. labor -

movement has gone into a
general retreat. The United

metallurgical coal used in steel
making is stagnant, and a
number of miners have been
laid off.. Meanwhile, non-union
miines continue to open, even in
the heart of UMW districts.
In the face of this, Church’s
contracts—which a year ago
were the target of a massive

UMW President Sam

rank and‘ file rebellion—have

made a point of this when he
announced his candidacy:

“We ' ‘got a 40-month’
tract, totalmg about 37

look good by beatl g b
of Reagan’s budget cuts. :
example, last year he called

UuMw members off the _|ob ina |

successful demonstration to de-

" feat more restrictive eligibility

requirements for black lung
benefits. Also, by threatening
more walkouts, Church has suc-
ceeded in forcing the Reagan
administration to lift a hiring

freeze on federal mine safety in-

spectors and rescind some cut-
backs in the Mine Safety and
Health Administration.

- Chur¢h threatened another
strike most recently on May 7
against a new Reagan plan to
loosen mine safety regulations.

AS vrce-president Church
took over the leadershrp of the
UMW in 1979 from Arnold Mil-

- ler. Years before, Church had
‘been a supporter of thé corrupt

regime of W.A. “Tony’’ Boyle.

;. He switched sides. after a huge

~ “rank and file movement threw
;..out Boyle and elected Miller in
1972. However, Millér could

not keep down the ranks and re-
signed after repeated rebellions
and wildcat strikes had all but
cvaporated his authonty over
the union.

Church set out immediately
to control the rank and file and
to consolidate his hold on the
union. The: 1981 strike was a
temporary setback for Church.
Now, however, Church is using

+ the current period of retreat and

fecession to get hlmself back on

" track. For example; in January
= he successfully - backed Ray- -
7 mond T mpson, a perennial

Vlrgmla, the union’s largest.
Perry had won the original
election last year.

Trumka made his mark in
1981 by articulating the rank
and file’s anger over Church’s
first sellout contract. He later
went ‘on to win the District 4

.seat on the IEB against an in-

cumbent who had supported the
sellout. Church is worried that
Trumka’s campaign could be-
come a rallying point for rank
and file UMW members who
are_angry over company at-
tacks, Reagan -cutbacks and
Church’s consérvative and bu-
reaucratic leadership.

Challenger Rich Trumka.

"As a result, several months
ago he dispatched Trumka in-
definitely ‘to District 21 in
Arkansas as part of a ‘‘com-
mission’’ to oversee a long and
bitter strike there. District 21 is

the union’s smallest, far from
the main coalfield campaign
area.

Other conservative leaders in
AFL-CIO unions are also wor-
ried about Trumka. For exam-
ple, William H. Wynn, presi-
dent of the United Food and
Commercial Workers, present-
ed the Church campaign with a
$5,600 check at a $200-per-
ticket cocktail-buffet on March
28. That event, at Washington’s
Sheraton-Carlton Hotel, raised
nearly $200,000 for Church.

At this time neither candidate
has outlined a program or
strategy based on miners’ needs.
Church has already shown his
approach—from his support of
Tony Boyle down to the sellout
of ’81. Trumka so far has said
very little. In an interview in
Labor Notes, he talks about a
lot of good things, but says
nothing about how to get them.

UMW members face severe
problems in the years ahead.
The capitalists will step up their
efforts to mine more coal more
cheaply, resulting in worsening
safety conditions in the mines.
They will continue trying to cut
pension, health and black lung
benefits. They will intensify
their attacks on the very exist-

. ence of the union.

This year, the stakes are high.
More than in a long time, the
UMW needs a leadership which
will organize the miners to
defend themselves. Whether
such a leadership results from
the elections remains to be
seen. [} ’ N

striking workers, union pickets have held the hot

occupancy rate to 50 percent, well below that of
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' Smker shot in Rhode Island

" A strike by 1,600 workers at two; Browne &

: Sharpe machine tool plants near Providence, Rhode

Island, is entering its seventh months The workers,
members of the International Association of
Machinists, walked out October 19 after

- negotiations for a new contract broke down. The
-immediaté issue in the strike is the compauy s

insistence on *‘flexible’’ seniority provisions that ‘
ower to lay off older workers.
Police and scabs have stopped at nothing to

used pepper gas; against 800 workers who sat down -
riveway to’ keep scabs from entering the plant
-weeks later a worker on the picket linewas -
shot and wounded by two scabs. . After the shooting,

. 'management re]ected an offer by Rhode Island
_-Governor J. Joseph Garrahy to set up a medratron
board to settle the strike. :

The company is mtentlonally prolongmg the
strike as a means to survive the depressron inthe
machine tool industry. One-union ofﬁcral pointed
ouit to reporters that machine tool o:ders are down

. 48 percent from last year, and accused the company. .

of refusing to bargam in order to “‘make use of the
economic. times.” )

y Browne & Sharpe is. also trymg toseta
umon-bustmg example for other Rhode Island

) employers Companjr president Henry Sharpe .

pubhcly condemns collectlve ba.rgammg asa

*“‘wasteful affair,’” while one manager told union

A diiferent*claSs of employee?

" .of‘the wealthiest supporters of the Republican -
Party Thexstnke Jbegan after the owners demanded

defeat the striking workers. On March 22 polrce .

busmessmen, who each contnbuted more en’ ’

* had a contract w1th the Hotel and Restaurant

- right.to fire: whdm ve : hey pleased after a
. three-month.  waiting

- workers responded by walkmg out.

t ¢ other area hotels.
negotiators: ‘“This.company is going to show the o
rest of Rhode Island how to operate.”

f ' ~ Murder af Indiana work site

|

On April 15, an elevated expressway ramp !
under construction near East Chrcago, Indiana, ]
collapsed, killing 12 workers and injuring 32 more.
Freak accident? Earthquake? No, the 12 workers
were murdered, though no one wrll ever be tried for
the crime.

Only one month earller, a federal inspector had
‘noted a host of safety violations at the sii
construction scaffoldmg had no gily wires, ]
* though such wires are legally required on

Over 100 workers at the Hotel Trianon in
Washington, D.C., have been on strike since:
October againsta hotel ownership made up of some.

“a different class of employee}’ ’
orkers; 95 percent of whom are

< Last September a group of wealthy

$10,000 to the Republi
bought the Tnanon
Hotel. Their goal Wi
five-star hotel, along'
summer home,” for

“to.support newly poured concrete unul it hardens,
and the concrete used to build the colummds that e
supported the ramp was noticeably weak. . -

It was this concrete that was the immex
cause of the disaster. One column—locaté
precise point where the ramp collapsed—cracked

- and shifted under the weight of the ramp

- tion workers call this green concrete’’—-conc

-that is instable because it has not been given

sufficient time to harden after it ed
- struction companies know all about greén concrete.
¥ vernment: off‘cral 5 B° ”‘ontr, ors and

th

¢ \,the Embassy Row
rm it into “‘a

oteléissociation, which

riod, as well as asking. for
givebacks from the union’s benefit package. The

Although management has replaeed all
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" Letter to Cook County State’s

learl Wood Ac’ uitted!

MARKHAM, IL—On May 4,
a jury of eight women and four
men acquitted Jearl Wood, a
Black Vietnam veteran and
member of United Auto Work-
ers Local 551, of attempted
murder and all other charges
arising from the August 22,
1980, shooting of Cecil Harrell,
a racist-sexist white ‘general
foreman at Ford’s Chicago As-
sembly plant.

The jury of two'‘Blacks and

10 whites deliberated almost -

nine hours before finding Wood
‘“not guilty by reason of tempo-
rary insanity’’ in the third week
of his trial here. :

Post-Vietham
stress syndrome

Courtroom testimony ex-
posed the conditions Wood
faced as'a Marine in a forward
artiliery unit during 1969-70
near Da Nang, Phu Bai, and
Chu Lai in northern South

" Vietnam. Other witnesses de-

scribéd the oppressive heat,
nmse and line speed at the Chi-
Assemlﬂ plant. Ford’s
enf’pﬁhcxes were

*plc et lines and its ‘Open

Attorney Richard Daley.
Wood’ y physical m]ury

‘from the Vietnam War was im-

paired hearing. But J earl’s wife,
Zuella Wood, told Assistant

State’ s Attorney Ray Garza
_earlier in: the year, ‘‘You don’t
“have to be shot to be wounded.”’
‘SHe ‘proved:this by her moving
;testlmony ‘showing how heavy

Jearl and Zuella Wood embrace following Jearl’s acquittal.

school sweetheart into a tense,
mistrustful person.

Vietnam veterans—including
one who served in Wood’s
Marine unit—described the
stressful conditions of combat
for the jury. One of the jurors
was a white Vietnam vet who
had also served in a forward
artillery unit.

. Jear!’s own foreman, a Ford
security guard and a white
woman co-worker all refuted
Cecil Harrell’s lie that Wood

was ‘‘intoxicated’’ on August .

22, 1980. (This phony charge
was Ford’s excuse to railroad

him out of the factory that

night.)

On April 29, Dr. John Wil-
son, the final defense witness,
successfully defended his diag-
nosis of Jearl’s condition as'
post-Vietnam Traumatlc Stress

‘Disorder.

‘On May 3, the Jearl- Wood

‘Defense  Committee - picketed
the Markham courthouse. be-

fore 'the :defense’ and prosecu-

%

tion gave their closing argu-
ments. Family members, co-
workers, Vietnam veterans, and
other friends of Wood again
demanded that State’s Attorney
Daley drop all charges.

This demonstratlon marked
the seventh time since June 1981
that, Wood’s supporters had
taken to-the Streets. .

ki feien

*

Wood;hﬁidtjm of
capitalist oppression. -

Wood’s acquittal follows a
21-month canipaign that began

at the time of his arrest. The
RSL has been active in this
struggle from that night on. We
believe that Wood is net a
criminal but a victim of racist-
" capitalist oppression.

As an RSL member said at a
Defense Committee benefit on
February 28: ‘““The U.S. govern-
ment lied to Jearl Wood about
the Vietnam War, put him
through hell over there, and
today is to blame for the psy-
chological damage done to
him.”’ '

The RSL also sees the strug-
gle to free Jearl Wood as part of
the struggle against racial op-
pression. An RSL supporter
active in the Defense Committee
pointed out: ‘‘There’s some-
thing in the struggle [to free
Jearl Wood] for everyone. The
more that people hear about the
unity we built to free my friend
and co-worker, Jearl Wood—
when some folks said we didn’t
have a chance—the more our
fight will encourage working
class and poor people to fight
back against whatever kind of
oppression.”’

In an interview with the
Torch/La Antorcha on May 7,
Zuella Wood said: “‘...the
government should help all the
Vietnam veterans who are suf-
fering from delayed stress. I
don’t want Jear|, Jr., and
Maurice to go to war at all. I
don’t want them going through

the same thing their father went

through. The U.S. government

should stay out of wars that
don’t concern them because it’s
the young men and women of
the U.S. that have to fight and
suffer.”

Jearl added, ‘“The treatment
the Vietnam veterans are faced
with today is one of the reasons
why there should be ‘No More
Vietnams!’ and no more U.S.
involvement in foreign wars.”

Defense committee
needs funds

Jearl Wood said about $5,000
is still owed for expenses, such
as fees and transportation of
expert witnesses who testified in
the two-and-a-half-week trial.
Zuella Wood asked readers of
the Torch/La Antercha to send
donations to: Jearl L. Wood
Defense Committee, c/0 Legal
Services Center of Chicago-
Kent College of Law, 77 South
Wacker Drive, Chicago, IL
60606.

Jearl Wood had this to say to
the readers of the Torch/Lsa
Antorcha and to the readers of
Forward (newspaper of our
sister- organization, the Revolu-
tionary Marxist League of Ja-
maica): ‘‘Thanks to all the
people who got behind me and
my family in the struggle.
Thank god for them and people
like them for sticking by me to

~see the whole thing through

9]
.. ‘

UNEMPLOYMENT AT 40-YEAR HIGH

The national i'memployment
rate has hit a 40-year high. The
April rate, announced by the

. gévernment on May 7, was 9.4

percent of the workforce, or
10.3 million people. This is the
bleakest job. situation since the
Great Depression of the 1930s.

Black unemployment also hit

-+ a“post-Depression -record: 18.4
- percent. Blue-collar joblessness

rose to 13.7 percent, up from
12.9 percent the month: before.
Latin unemployment showed

. little change, sliding from 12.7

pércent to 12.5 percent. But
joblessness among young people
rose more than afull percent-

_ age point, from'21.9 percent to

23 percent. ‘Iii‘ other words,
nearly one-out of four youths is
without a’ job For Black youth,

- that figure j Jumps to an astound-

R ing 48.1 ‘percent—nearly one
- out of every )]
«~ Sincelate 1981 there has been

k a huge increase in the number- of

the underemployed that. is,

people who have part-time jobs

time work. In April, this group
grew to 5.8 million people—
another record high.

A third official category is
““‘discouraged - workers’’—peo-
ple who would like a job but
have given up on trying to find
one. The number of discour-

- aged workers in the first quarter

.of 1982 (the latest figure avail-
able) was 1.34 million.

~ Add up the number of ‘‘dis- -

Employed Unomployed
{millions)
(lant4 monm) )

couraged workers,”’ the under-
employed and the officially un-
employed and the result is 17.5

-million people, nearly 16 per-

cent of the workforce.

Meanwhile, in a statement
released the same day as the new -
figures, Reagan called the un-
employment rate ‘‘disappoint-
ing,”’ but added that there was
less suffering than appeared to
be the case.[]’

‘because: they can't find- full- L
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'Mexico to Hold Presidential Elections
—But Already Selected

By ALBERT LARY
and JOSE ZAPATA

1982 is a pres1dent1al elec-
tion year in Mexico and an
expensive campaign to replace
out-going President José Lopez
Portillo is now underway. While
the election won’t take place

. until July 4, the results have
been known since last Septem-
ber. Yet this odd fact hasn’t
dampened the enthusiasm of the
six-parties in_the race,

The election has attracted an
unusual amoufit of internation-
al attention. During the past six
years of Ldpez Portillo’s re-
gime, Mexico’s political impor-
tance -has - risen rapidly and™
today the country is considered

Por Naranjo’

Cartoon at left reads: ““So this time he’s called De la 'Madrid——What else is

key factor in -the volatile o i )
?Zen?al American/ Caribbean “Ast que es new?”’ Above, poster of PRI candidate De la Madrid outside ruling party’s
Madrzd—— Queha de nuevo?”’ headquarters in O
area. 4 Yy eadquarters in Oaxaca.
Millions
'mpover'Shed -ybig vote and a big majority.”” The strongest of the opposition

date, Miguel de la Madrid Hur- His caravan of buses, vans and  parties is the right-wing Partido

despite oil boom
V , P ) ) ' . tado, will certainly be the next 70 assistants travels from city to de Accién Nacional (PAN—Na-

president. city. At each stop, busloads of tional Action . Party),. based
The PRI’s process of select- poor people are brought in to among wealthy landowners.
ing candidates for the presiden- line the streets and cheer. Cam- The other significant opposi-

tial race.is'a’ well-kept mystery. paign rallies provide elaborate . tion is the Pamdo Socialista
The party rganized into entertainment, and thousands Umficado ca
three sector r, peasants, attend simply to see their favor- . Socialist Par-
businessmen  ite entertainers—all prov1decf by ty), a leftist coalition dominated
“these are supposed to the PRI-controlled actors’ un-. by the former Mexican Com-
found oil wealth ~has nate and lobby internally  ion. Raffles of TV sets, stereos  munist Party (CP) The CP of-
brought economic stabxhty to ; flience over Latin Amers © r ferred candidates and food are used to dra_w ficially dlssolv:d ;j:self when the
Mexico. ) before.a pu lic announcement crovyds. Last fa}l, aPRIrallyin PSUM was formed las.tf year,
The receﬁ't 0 B is madg “The final decision as to  Meérida ended in tragedy when but ;the, PSUM’s presidential
percent devalua- : . ; t new gresidgnt is 20,000_ people, a:ttracted'by a’ candidate, - Arnoldo Martinez
tion of the Mexi- & = ; ) ‘ gt going president campaign rgfﬂe,‘ jammed into-a _Verdu,
can peso was v ; ‘ “bullring built for 8,000. When the CP
e the PRD’s chosen can- ' the stands collapsed, 60 people that CP polmcs pri

% § te always wins, the only real  died. PSUM.
. f:apitalist crisisin Ji8 . Z ~S::,:,e:,i::;l:yf“fl o sed. takes -place behmd ; PS'{?&M:?;::H

Fch-the-coln, Five otherparties ~  example of h
try 1s  caught. boom has not - * Mexican léft
Mexico may be meant a better also running from revolt
rich in oil, but it life for most in favor of ai

is still an under-
‘developed na-
tion, thoroughly
tied to, and de-’
pendent on, U.S.
1mpenahsm )

Inflation i in Mexxco is runnmg
at over 45 percent. Its foréign
- debt, at $50 billion, is one of the

highest in the world. And its
- overall economic growth rate, .

qulte high during the late 1970s, . sions have produced a'new wave

is slowing fast. _of land seizures, bank robberies

Mexico’s oil boom has not and pohtlcal violence.
meant a better life for most
- Mexicans. One third of the
population continues to live in:

De la Madrid is running for chang
against five minor-party oppo- . claims that s
nents who are expected to splita - rough
small ‘percentage of the vote. (Contii

‘Mexicans.

" Indeed! Not only has every
Mexican president in the past 50
years come from the PRI appa-
ratus, but each one has emerged
from the cabinet of the previous

president. ) ’
.- Miguel de la Madrid follows
this tradition. He is ‘a lawyer,
Harvard-educated, and a long-
time * associate of José Lopez
"Portillo. ‘As minister of plan-
ning’ and the budget under
Lépez Postillo, De la Madrid
won the favor.of Mexico’s big

impoverished rural areas, and ... pn : capitalists and foreign invest-
for millions of these  small _9‘(9’5°V§a’5 ors. Like Lépez Portﬁlo, De la
farmers, as well as many others, . ' E Madrid is.considered a techno-
life is considerably worse today. - ‘The Partido Revolucionario “crat ‘and: ‘modernizer, but' his
s::than |t was six’ years ago. ) lnstxtuc:ona.l (PRI—Insmunon- economlc ‘policy will be even

] more toward the U.S.. P
30 ¢ Dela Madrid.is cam|
0, This year’ selectlons will be hard, he says, “to: whmvﬁ P
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fadrid—What else is
utside ruling party’s

ngest of the opposition
the right-wing Partido
n Nacional (PAN—Na-
\ction Party), based
vealthy landowners.

her significant opposi-
the Partido Socialista
o Mexicano (PSUM-—
Mexican Socialist Par-
st coalition dominated
former Mexican Com-
arty (CP). The CP of-
issolved itself when the
as formed last year,
PSUM’s presidential
e, Arnoldo Martinez
, is the former head of
hnd there is little doubt
politics prevail inside

exican CP, through the
offers perhaps the best
of how so much of the
left has turned away
volutionary ‘organizing
of an electoral strategy

(Continued on page 15)

udents swept Mexico in
bd PRI m enact minor
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- WHICH WAY TO

By WAYNE GORDON

The world we live in has many evils:
racism, sexism, national oppressxon dic-
tatorships of the right or *‘left,” mass
poverty and famine, and others.

_ Yet nothing threatens humanity more
than nucléar war. Every year, the rulers
of the world’s main powers take an
enormous share of the wealth produced
by working people and devote it to the
insane purpose of preparing a nuclear
holocaust.

As potential vxctlms we have to

decide how to stop them. How can the"

world’s working people prevent our
““leaders’” from wiping out humanity?

The first-step is-to join together in the
broad ant,x-war movement. We should
all participate ini the demonstrations and
protests against the nuclear ‘arms build-
up, the U.S. war in< JEl Salvador, the
revival of thc clraft, and other war

Negotiations for
disarmament

ruling class
will not disarm

Formally, the US:-isa democracy,
where the people elect the leaders. But in

reality, the main centers of power fie in
they have mvaded Cuba the Domlmcan

the big’ corporatlons and the banks

‘USs.. capitalists’
_vestments
. sources agamst competitors.” The U.S.

talists could not protect their empire
" against' rival imperialists. o
+'The U.S. capitalists- also use thelr‘
" military might to hold down the workers

. R
These are owned by a tiny minority of -

the population (the big capitalists, or
bourgeoisie).

This minority (which is ‘not elected)
runs the economy. under the pressure of
the market. In .competition with each
other, the capitalists decide to invest in
new plants or to close down factories, to
create jobs or to end them, to work with
the unions or to try to smash them, to
invest in the U.S. or abroad, to pollute
or to control pollution, and so on.

Most of the people in the country have

little or no wealth except our hands and
-heads, our muscles and brains. If we are
_to eat, we must sell our ability to work to

the owners of ‘the factories, mines and
other big businesses. Under their orders
—without, any democratic control at all
—we produce society’s wealth. They pay
us to produce commodities and then we

must pay them for the goods we have |

made, so we can continue to live and

,‘work for them, -
The U S: capitalists rule over more
S.

‘population. They domi-
te most of the world with therr wealth

in debt to U.S:
{ tnon, the

selves for thet‘prnfiyts stolen” from the

‘world’s wo ers. In tlmes of mternatmn-

heir positions in thrs com-
petition, tlfe big capitalists rely on their

control of their own national govern-.

ments., Big'government serves big busi-
ness“inmany ways. The way that con-
cerns: us here ‘is the use of the gov-

ernment’s mrhtary forces, nuclear and .

conventronal
capltalrst ;

. 'The u. rmhtary is used to defend the
foreign markets, in-
nd supplies: of natural re-

“in the service of’ the

capnallsts have. fought' world wars to

‘prevent German, Japarnese, and other

capitalists from seizing the U.S. empire.
They are just as determined to keep the

| Russrans, their main nvals today, from

getting it.
‘In a disarmed world the U s. capi-

and small farmers of their empire. Since

World War II, they have fought wars -

against the Koreans and the Vletnamese,\

Rcbublic, Lebanon, Gnatemala, Iran
and other countries. Presently they are

‘stepping up their war in'Central America

and stationing troops in the Middle
East. .

In a disarmed world, the U.S. impe-
rialists could not hold down the op-

", pressed and poverty-stricken people they !
4 . :produce commodities.that they.then:buy

exploit around the world.

Finally, the military is the caprta.hsts
last resort against.the U.S. population
itself. Since World War II, troops have
been called out to break strikes of
truckers, railroad workers, steelworkers,
postal workers, and others. Troops (and
in some cases, tanks) were used to put
down the Black rebellions of the 1960s.
As the system’s prosperity continues to
decline, there will be more internal con-
flicts—and more use of the armed forces
inside the U.S.

In a disarmed world the U.S. capital-
ists could not protect their wealth from
the people of this country. .

In sum, in a disarmed world U.S.- cap-
italism could not survive. The capitalists
know this and will do'everything in their

_ power to prevent a disarmed, peaceful

world from commg into exxstence

The Russian
ruling class
will not disarm

All that we have sai
be said of.the Soviet Union; desp
apparent differences. Just-as the
rulers hide behind ‘‘demo
Russian rulers hide behi
and ““‘communism. ”'Thélr “soc1ahsni

mostly consists of goyernment ‘owner- ‘

ship of industry, along with the fact that
those in power call themselves: “com-

munists.”” But socialism and .commun-

ism meant. something very dlfferent to
Marx and Lenin and- Trotsky and other
great socialists—and it means something
very different to us as well, We believe

’ ,ln a disarmed worl
ists could not protect their empire from

“that in a socialist society working people

—the immense majority—would demo-
cratically and cooperatively run-society.

In the Soviet Union, the workers have
no more control over the economy and
the state than do people in the U.S. Asin
the U.S., they must work for others if
they are not'to starve. They are paid to

back from their bosses. Asin the U.S., a
tiny minority controls the economy.

That the Soviet bosses do not offi-
cially ““own” the factories- and other
sectors of the economy does not weaken
their total control. They run the Soviet
Union like a giant business: USSR, Inc.
Russia is state capitalist, not socialist.
‘The ruling bureaucrats are capitalists,
not communists.

Like the U.S. capitalists, the rulers of
the USSR oversee a vast empire.

" Today’s Soviet Union is really the old

Russian Empire reborn. A Russian
ruling class. oppresses and exploits
Ukrainians, Georgians, Azerbaijanis,
Estonians and many other national
‘minorities within the official borders of
‘the USSR. Beyond its boundaries, the
Russians hold_ the eastern third of
Europe and Outer Mongolia in Asia.
They compete e onomlcally, politically

‘of. this arti-
is that the

(anid - French

fluence out of

itary occupa-
]

ussian capital-

rival imperialists.

Since World Y
have used troops
East Germany, Hi
vakia. Recently,
istan and have
Poland.

In a disarmed
rulers could:not |
oppress—inside ¢
Union—from rev

Internally, the
stifling dictatorshi
lishment is merg
forces. In the ‘ev
workers’ rebellion
the Russian rulers
in Poland: order
the workers:

In a disarmed +

.control their own

In short, as wit

. the Russian sfate

without their mili
U.S., in a disarme
talism could not
bureaucrats also-}
everything in’ thez
disarmed, peacefu
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rid, Russian capital-
ct their empire from

.control théir own people.

" everything in their power to .prevent

dlsarmed pea ful world from commg‘ .
~ -‘armament - organization, - admits - that

the nuclear freeze proposal

~-an eémpire and are -

Internally,
stifling dictat
lishment “is-

r'in"the Sov1et Umon,
would do as they did
he mlhtary to crush

in Poland: ‘of
the workers:
Ina disaniled world, they could not

In short, as:with the U.S! capnahsts,
the Russian state capitall ts c_:annot do
without their- militar . Like the
U.S., in a disarmied: world Russmn capi-
talism could not *survi
bureaucrats also-know this and. will 'do

What can an
anti-war movement
achieve?

they would prefer not to
for example;” U.S.
workers, through mass strikes, forced

NUCLEAR DISARMAMENT?

But these gains did not threaten the
central institutions of - capitalist rule.
They were limited—and temporary.

Today, reforms that were won by
unionists, Blacks, women, gays, and
‘others are under attack, as the economy
declines and the capitalists can no longer
afford them.

Like the movemeiits that produced

these gains, the anti-war movement can

win important reforms. For example, it
can aid the people of Central America
by demanding that the U.S. get out. It
can help U.S. youth by fighting the

.draft. It can prevent or delay the de-

ployment of one or another specific
missile systems, such as MX or the
neutron bomb.

But total disarmament is no limited
reform. It challenges the very basis of
the capitalists’ class power. The U.S.

- and_Russian capitalists-do not merely

“like”” armaments, they need arma-
ments. No matter what the popular pres-
sure,,they cannot disarm. Disarmament

of defending their system,

¢ Capitalist politicians often talk about,

disarmament. Talk is cheap. But all the
talk of “‘arms control’’ has never led to
disarmament and never will.

The governments of the major world

- powers participated in the Hague Con-

ferences on disarmament of 1899 and

"1907. This.did not prevent Woild War 1.

After the war, the great powers set up
the League of Nations. They signed an
assortment of treaties and held various
conferences, such as the 1925 Kellogg-
Briand Pact to ‘‘renounce war,”’" the

+-1932 Geneva Disarmanient Conference

of 59 states, and ‘the 1933 No Force

. Declaration of Britain, France, Ger-

many, and Italy. These did not prévent
World War II. After that war; the vic-
tors set up the United Nations and began
other fruitless rounds of disarmament
negotiations.

Perhaps the greatest achievement of

such negotiations was the 1963 Test Ban,

Treaty. Yet today, in spite of that treaty

- and others, in spite of years of negotia-

tions and detente, the nuclear arsenals
are larger, their destructive power is far
greater, and more nations have them,
than ever before.

In fact, one function of the capitalists’

The ‘Russian. ~talk-about disarmament is to -weaken

. .popular opposition while they prepare
> for wdr.. Seymour Melman co-chair-

person of SANE, a very- moderate dis-

passin

the capitalists to accept: unionization of "'§

heavy industry. In:the ’50s -and °60s,

- Black ‘people forced the capitalists .to

abolish Jim Crow laws in the South, and
to grant other reforms. \

leoshlma, after U.S.” dropped alom bomb in 1‘945

d;mean giving up their only means. -

6

(which he is for) could result in
new anti-ballistic missile systems, which
would make the possibility of a nuclear
strike all the more real. . . [and lead to] a
monumental increase in every aspect of
the arms race except warheads.”

It is right to support limited demands
for “no first strike’’ -and a nuclear
freeze. But if we are fooled by the
capitalists’ empty promises of disarma-
ment, we will only be setting ourselves
up for World War III.

Revolution: workers

must disarm
the governments

Since the capitalists, both East and
West, cannot and will not seriously dis-
arm, they must be disarmed. The capi-
talists” armaments must be taken away
from them. Their rule must be replaced
by the rule of the workers and other op-
pressed people, who have no need to
oppress the peoples of other lands or to
threaten to exterminate them. The capi-
talist social system must be replaced with
a system that is capable of bringing
about a peaceful world. This replacing
of the rule of a capitalist minority by the
working majority is what we mean by a
socialist revolution.

In a socialist revolution working
people would rise up and take the fac-
tories, .railroad: and othé parts of
modern industry out of the hands of the

 capitalists' and put them into the hands

of the vast majority. They would get rid
of the bureaucratic government that sits
on top of society and replace it with a
government of councils, elected by the

‘working people from their places of

work and association. The councils
would be federated into regional, na-
tional, and, eventually, international
organizationS. The police and standing
armies, sources of oppression and coun-
tet-revolution, would be disbanded.
Instead, working people and youth
would arm themselves and organize a
popular militia. As the revolution spread
to include the whole of the world, and
other imperialist governments were over-
thrown, the need for even revolutionary
armies would come to an end.

Tt .wouild be nice if we could vote in
socialism and with jt a peaceful and
democratic ‘world. Unfortunately, the
example of Chile- and of European

fascism in the ’30s makes this highly
doubtful. Before this could happen, the
capitalists would cancel the elections and
attack the workers with fascist goons,
police, and the military. We would then
have to defend ourselves with arms. The
workers would need to organize mutinies
‘in the military, political strikes and
seizures of factories, disarming of the
police, and finally armed insurrection.

The governments have armies, arse-
nals, and atomic bombs. It is the work-
ers, however, who make the atomic
bombs and the tanks. It is the workers
who clothe and feed the armed forces. It
is workers and the children of workers
who make up the ranks of the armed
forces, those who use the weapons. If
enough workers—enough from the
poorest, unemployed to the better-off,
white collar workers, and everyone in
between—were united and determined,
wencould disarm the capitalists. We
could make a revolution.

What tactics workers would follow
during and after a revolution cannot be
known with certainty, especially when
we are so far from one. But if the U.S.
working people overthrew the imperial-
ist state, they might well make a declara-
tion like this to the workers of Russia
and the world:

‘“‘We have disarmed our rulers. You

do not have to SUpport your govern-

ments out of fear of the U.S. imperial-
ists. We are dismantling the nuclear
missiles they built to destroy you. Unlike
the U.S. imperialists, we workers will
not threaten to exterminate you. We will
not hold you hostage for the behavior of
your governments.

“If your rulers invade us, we will
defend ourselves by popular armed
' resistance and guerrilla war. We are now
organizing ourselves for such resistance
so that any invader will find it impossi-
ble to rule us.. We will try to win over the
ranks of any invading army to _|om us
and revolt.

““We appeal to you, sisters and
brothers, to make your revolution and
disarm your rulers. Join us in building a
peaceful and free socialist world!”’

Under today’s conditions, a workers’
revolution in any country would tend to
spread to other-countries. In particular,
a revolution in the U.S., given its key
role in the world today, would shake the
entire international capitalist system to
its roots. And a revolutionary govern-
ment would do its damnedest to spread
the revolution.

The workers of the world could build
a new socialist society that has no need
for armies and armaments. It would be a
democratlc, free, and coopéerative socie-

__ty, run for human needs; not the profit

of the capitalists. The technology that
today cansend nuglear warheads across.
* oceans and contments could connect the

world in peaceful communication and .

transportanon The industrialized (ex-

imperialist) countries, relieved - of the ’

burden of the arms race, .c6
industrialize the less-develo,
without exploiting them.
Right now, the U.S. workers are far
from a socialist revolution--as are the =
Russian workers. But -Ttevolutionary
struggles are going on throughout the =
(Continued on next page)
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world. In Central America and southern
.Africa, in East Europe and Afghani-
stan, both the U.S. and Russian capital-
ists are facing revolutionary workers and
farmers. How much longer will the
imperialist heartlands remain stable?

Today, the world economic crisis is
destroying the internal stability of the
big powers. Many pressures will push
people toward revolution, such as
increased poverty, racism, sexism, and
national oppression. Certainly, one of
the biggest reasons many people will
turn toward revolution will be the fear
of nuclear war.

As the disarmament movement awak-
ens people to the danger of nuclear war,
and to distrust of the governments, it
contributes to the only real solution to
nuclear war: socialist revolution.

The new movement

The popﬁiar support for disarmament -

is newer even than the struggles against
the war in El Salvador and against the
draft. It shows a widespread opposition
to the capitalists’ war-making and is
directed at both big powers.

Still in its beginning stages, the move-
ment, not surprisingly, is led by moder-
ate forces. These include the National
Freeze Campaign, Ground Zero, SANE,
church officials (including the Catholic
Church, which is still campaigning
against abortion rights), moderate envi-
ronmentalists, and Democratic and Re-
publican politicians (such as Keiredy *
and Hatfield). These forces support the
capltahst system, wanting only to per-
suade the U.S. and Russian govern-’
ments to negotiate disarmament or some
form of arms limitation.

No matter how popular, the moder-

. ates” program will not work.

In the 1950s and early *60s, there was
a similar movement for nuclear disarma-
ment. It was dominated by SANE and
other liberal groups. Its leaders tricd to
advise the Eisenhower and Kennedy ad-
ministrations how to negotiate with the
Russians.

When the U.S. and USSR signed the
1963 Test Ban Treaty, they believed that
the governments had actually turned
toward disarmament. Essentially, the
movement dissolved after that, although
the arms race (and underground nuclear
testing) expanded.

When the Vietnam War developed
most of the disarmament organizations
refused to oppose it for years—they did

" not want to oppose the government or to

appear to support “‘communism’’ (state
capitalism). Some disarmament leaders
even supported the war. Eventually, a
whole new anti-war movement had to be
built, without the support of most of the
disarmament leadership and organiza-
tions. :

Today’s leaders who support the
capitalist system are rebuilding this kind
of liberal disarmament movement. And,
once again—if their program wins out—
we will see the eventual collapse of the
movement. Already, just as the previous
disarmament movement would not op-

- pose the Vietnam War, the moderate or-

ganizations mentioned earlier advocated

that the June 12 demonstrauon at the -
UN, and' other dlsarmdmem Actlvmes, !

not oppose the U.S. war in El Salvador
and.pot oppose. the draft. What kind of
dtsarmamcnt movement is it that does
not oppose the war that is actually being
waged right r;ow?! .

movement
Alrcady,
org"m A
gressxonal can
tions. Leadmg
candldaies,

e

supported the freeze proposal, as a way
of appealing for such support.

But the Democratic Party, by its
program and history, is tied to the
capitalist system and its warmaking
state. Time and again, liberal Democra-
tic presidents have led the U.S. in impe-
rialist wars.

Woodrow Wilson, elected to ‘‘keep us
out of war,”” took the U.S. into World
War I. Franklin Roosevelt, elected on a
pledge to stay out of World War i, had
secretly promised Churchill that the
U.S. would enter the war. Truman sent
U.S. troops to Korea. John Kennedy

campaigned on the promise to end a

(phony) “‘missile gap’> with Russia. He
sent ““military advisers’’ to Vietnam and
brought the world the closest it has ever
been to nuclear war with his blockade of
Cuba. His successor, Lyndon Johnson,
stepped up the Vietnam War (after
running against Barry Goldwater as the
““peace candidate’’). Johnson also in-
vaded the Dominican Republic.

- We could almost say, ‘‘Elect a liberal
Democrat for president—get a war!”’ It
will be suicide for the disarmament
movement to follow the liberals into the
Democratic Party deathtrap.

Conclusion:

the revolutionary
program |

The Revolutionary Socialist League
welcomes the growth -of the disarma-
ment movement. Whatever its- weak-
nesses, it reflects an awakening anti-war
feeling and we will work to build it.

We will also fight inside the move-
ment for our point of view. We propose
a different direction from the liberal
leadership. We seek to tie disarmament
to other issues, such as El Salvador and
the draft. We seek to link up disarma-

. ment with the fight for jobs and social

services and a militant response to
racism and sexism.

We propose revolutionary solutions to
these problems—not “‘solutions’” limi-
ted by what the U.S. capitalists find
acceptable or are willing to grant. And,
unlike those who oppose U.S. imperial-
ism but support the Russian govern-
ment as an alternative, we urge the
movement to condemn the military
policies of both sides. h

The Revolutionary Socialist League
secks to build a fighting movement, a
movement that supports draft resist-
ance, militant demonstrations, sit-ins,
anti-war strikes, organizing soldiers and
sailors to defend their rights, and all
sorts of mass hell-raising. The more
hard-fighting and threatening the move-
ment is, the more it will restrain the
imperialists from military adventures in
the short run while the strength of our
movement grows.

Always we try to draw out the lessons
of the struggle, to show that socialist
revolution is the-way to peace. We do
not seek to advise the government by
being ‘‘respectable,’’ but to build a revo-
lutionary movement against the estab-
lished authorities.”

The revolutionary alternative is possi-
ble, but only if we organize for it. We
are trying to build the Revolutionary

. Socialist League as a combat orgahiza-

tion, a revolutionary working class
party, with roots in every popular
struggle, inciuding every aspect of the
anti-war movement. This kind of revolu-
tionary organization is needed to win
people away from the false program of
trusting the imperialists to disarm them-
selves.

‘We must work to show people that the
governments of  the world. will . not
disarm, that working people will have to
disarm the governments. Nothing less
will work.

It’s socialist revolution or nuc}ear
war. [
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Mexican Elections

(Continued from page 10)
without revolution, even ‘with-
out much of any mass struggle.
Its candidate, Martinez Verdu-
go, talks a lot about local issues,
social justice, democracy. and
national defense. But these
slogans are equally popular with
the PRI’s De la Madrid!
When pressed for specifics,
the PSUM calls for breaking up
big monopolies, nationalizing
basic -industry, price controls,
and stricter control of currency
exchange and capital export.
What this has to do with social-
ism, or what role there is for
workers and farmers to play,

other than voting, is never ex- -

plained. Yet the PSUM will
spend an estimated 200 million
pesos on this campaign.

The emergence of any elec-
toral opposition from the left to
the PRI’s one-party dictator-
ship is the result of a sweeping
electoral reform proposed by
Lépez Portillo at the beginning
of his term in 1976, He was
taking power in a country deep
in social and economic crisis.
The massacre of 500 protesting
studénts in Mexico City’s Plaza
de Tlatelolco in 1968 had un-
leashed a ‘wave of . political
activism. ‘Students, unionists,
intellectuals and peasants were
organizing. Guerrilla warfare
had broken out in isolated re-
gions, both ﬁorth and south. At

Mexnco to the edge of ‘ruin.
Lépez Portillo’s political re-
form was, designed to restore

eased ‘and.-electoral
laws wgre changed to make it

easier. for opposition parties to

be registered and actually win.
To the rural guerrillas: Lépez
Portillo offéred the ¢club of mili-
tary repressmn ‘and the olive
branch - of -electoral power.
“‘Ballots,:not bullets’” was to be
the new road to revolutionary
change.

But hand in hand with  the
political violence of the late
1960s and early 1970s came a
growing sefise - of - political

alienation and apathy. A gov-
ernment-sponsored public opin-
ion poll taken in 1977 showed
that 90 percent of the residents
of Mexico City believed that
voting was meaningless. And
despite a widespread registra-
tion campaign before the 1979
legislative elections, an esti-

mated 60 percent of all eligible
voters did not vote.

This despite the fact that in
Mexico voting is considered a

Arnoldo Martinez Verdugo,
former head of the Mexican
Communist Party, is the can-
didate of the CP- dommaled
PSUM. : .

legal obligation and non-voters
can be penalized in numerous
bureaucratic ways!

One model for the PSUM and
other leftist electoralists is their -
_surprising 1981 victoryin J uchi- "
“tin, Oaxaca. In this ' po
largely Indian, city of 70, 000 i m
southern Mexico, a leftist coali:.
tion ‘including the CP took
control with a plurality. of 300
votes. This is the example most.
often cited to justify elaboraté-
leftist electoral campaigns. .

“Juchitdn Is the Way!”’ shout:
the headlines of Mexico’s left
press.. But if it is, who ‘needs
workers’ révolution? While the
leftist victory in ‘Juchitdn was
undoubtedly an important gain,
it came only after years of-
patient local organizing, even'
then barely succeeded, and is
still sharply limited to one small-
city in an area which ‘the PRI
government has always had
trouble controlling. Juchitdn
represents a limited victory for a
program of radical reform. But
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it cannot be duplicated on
national scale. Unfortunately
the PRI will not give up power
so easily. -

Another party in the race is
the Partido Revolucionario de
los Trabajadores (PRT—Revo-
lutionary Workers Party), the
Mexican section of Ernest Man-
del’s United Secretariat of the
Fourth International. Its candi-
dateis a woman, Rosario Ibarra.

"The PRT’s campaign raises

various radical democratic and
transitional demands, but

~ avoids mention of the need for

revolution. As a result, it is
largely indistinguishable ‘from
the PSUM. One outstanding
aspect of the PRT, however,
has been its emphasis on wo-
men’s and gay issues. Through
this, it has won support from
major groups of women and
gays.

Don‘tvote —
organize!

This year, as always, millions

. of Mexicans will not vote—out

of apathy, alienation and in-
difference. They know the elec-
tions ‘are meamngless, that the
PRI always wins. And in spite
of .the flurry of leftist electoral
those people who won’t
vote' e by far the best idea.

Their abstention has the gov-
ernmént frightened: To main-
tain -its social «control and its
new-found international pres-

- tige, theé PRI government needs

the 1llusmn of democracy. For
this ‘it. grants electoral reform,
registers left parties, and spends

. 'millions on the campaign trail.

Bt voting is a nreaningless

" act under the present circum-

stances (since the PRI is guaran-
teed to win), and not voting is a
more effective way of making it
clear where you stand. The
more people who _vote, the
easier it is for the PRI to pre-

-tend to represent the ‘‘people’s

will.”’ A large vote solidifies the

PRI’s rule and perpetuates the

joke of Mexican “‘democracy.’’
Real change will come about
by organizing people to fight,

-not by voting. Every significant
- social gain won by the Mexican

people has come  about this
way—in “the: streets, not the

“ballot box.
Certainly, for those people
"who insist on casting a ballot, a

vote for the socialist candidates,
particularly the PRT with its
emphasis on women’s and gay
liberation, would be better than
a vote for the PRI.

But in Mexico today -the level
of poverty, malnutrition and
alienation has reached the point
of no return for many. These
peoplecan, and must, be organ-
ized into a' conscious, * self-
directed, revohmonary force.

-No electoral campaign, and no
- president, can do;that for them..

Don'’t vete! Organize!

Rebellion in West Bank and Gaza

Palestinians living in the Israeli-occupied West Bank and Gaza
Strip are continuing the biggest rebellion against Israeli rule of the
territories since they were conquered in 1967. In the latest fighting,
Israeli troops shot seven demonstrators at the Jabaliya refugee
camp in the Gaza Strip on May 5. That same day, a 14-year-old
Palestinian girl died three days after she was shot by an Israeli
settler in the West Bank. Altogether, at least 14 Palestinians have
been killed and over 90 others wounded. Militants fighting back
with knives and stones have killed two Israeli soldiers and wounded
46 soldiers and settlers.

The protests began last November when Prime Minister
Menachem Begin’s regime installed a civilian government in the -
territories to replace the previous military administration. Palestin-
ians opposed the shift, correctly seeing it as a prelude to outright
annexation of the West Bank and Gaza Strip: Resistance escalated
in March when the new administration dismissed four Palestinian
mayors from their posts. It exploded into open rebellion after an
Israeli soldier, Alan Goodman, killed two people and wounded at
least 13 others at the Dome of the Rock mosque in East Jerusalem
on April 11,

Even some Israelis have been shocked by the govemment s
ruthless efforts to suppress the demonstrators. On May 10 six
Israeli army officers condemned the Begin regime’s policy in the
occupied territories in a news conference sponsored by the growing
Israeli Peace Now movement. They accused it of treating the
Palestinians ‘‘as objects, not as human beings.”’ They also said that
Israeli settlers in the territories are terrorizing the Palestinian
population without fear of punishment by the government.

Above all, they stated that the government’s repressive
campaign was ‘‘dehumanizing’’ the Israéli soldiers themselves., One
lieutenant declared: ‘‘They take a grouip of trainees, and they
swoop down on the demonstrators like animals tearing at prey. Is
this how we’re educating our soldiers? Good God, what will
become of us?”’

New president chosen in El Salvador

The Reagan administration and the Salvadorean military have
successfully imposed their own candidate as provisional president -

- of El Salvador’s new government. He is Alvaro Alfredo Magafia, a

bank president with close ties to the military. Magaifia was formally

“elected as president by the Salvadorean Constituent Assembly on

April 29.

Magaiia’s inauguration supposedly ends four weeks of intense
political in-fighting that followed the constituent assembly
elections in March. In those elections, four extreme right-wing
parties won 36 of the 60 seats. The slightly more moderate
Christian Democratic Party, which was backed by the Reagan

administration, won the remaining 24 seats. o
The election results were a disaster for U.S. imperialism. The

Reagan administration had hoped they would produce a stable, .
moderate-looking Christian Democratic government that could
gain international recognition and legitimize U.S. efforts to crush
the popular rebellion. But Roberto D’ Aubuisson, head of the neo-
fascist ARENA party, insisted that the extreme right was entitled to
control the government.

To prevent an ultra-right regime, Reagan sent special envoy
Vernon Walters to El Salvador with a letter warning thathis . N
administration would cut off aid if the rightists named their own
president, opposed social refqrms, or refused to glve the Ghristian
Democrats a prominent role in the government. On A ri
Walters and Salvadorean military comrnanders delive

ultimatum to representatives of all five parties. Then leaders of -
each party were separately summoned to meet thh ‘the m]htary

accept Magaﬂa . e
» However, the new government is likely to be. nexther m
nor stable. On April 26 the rightist parties elected D‘Aubmsson as
head of the assembly, while denying the. Christian Democra ﬁgny
leadership posts.-And when the assembly voted Magaha iitooffice, -
ultra-rightists in the assembly hall shouted protests and handed cut o
leuﬂctsmlhng hima “tmtor', *a “commumst » and “lm ’ .
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POLAND

(Continued from page 3)

" claimed that only a.mass move-
ment could function effectively
as an ‘‘active partner’’ in' such a
compromise, and = offer the
PUWP the ‘‘social mandate’’ it

needs to stay in power. And he
" warned that a tightly-controlled

movement was needed to pre-
pare the Polish people for the
‘‘major concessions’’—includ-
ing guarantees to"the Russian
rulers—that would be required
to achieve this compromrsc
But the: bankruptcy of this
strategy should -have  become
apparent “with the December
crackdown. Throughout the en-
tire 1980-81 revolt, the Solidar-
ity leaders sought to hold-down
the militancy of he * Polrsh»

frustrated by the
stalemate between
and the governm
while, the. Solrdant'
by its own, admrssro
completelyaby surpnse by “the
declaratron of mamal 1aw )

@ S

lation is under. 30
mng to make 1ts

All reporters in Warsaw were
struck by the enthusiasm of the

leadershlp )

young people in the streets.

These militants in effect had
their own message for the
Polish rulers: “We have lived
through five months of martial
law. We have survived the worst
that you can do. Now we are
fighting back.”” As one official
noted, ‘“The Polish people are
no longer afraid.”’

Finally, the demonstrators
who went into ‘the streets on
May 3 combined their exuber-

ance with a militancy that went .

well beyond the largely peaceful
strikes and protests of 1980-81.
There was probably more actual
fighting on May 3 than during
the entire period between the
1980 strikes and the December
1981 crackdown. The protesters
appeared to welcome the oppor-

" tunity to strike back at their

OppIessors.

The recent strugg]es of the
Pohsh people spell a major
crisis for the Jaruzelski govern-
ment. Desprte five_months - of
martlal rw it has been unable

either to’ ' suppress the ‘opposi-

tion movement or* build even a
minimal. base among the Poles.
Today, rts rule is Challenged by
a growmg “movement of young

~and milltant workers. There is
. good feason to believe that this

will be:only the beginning of
mass tnxggles agamst Jaruzel-
ski s' mamal law glme O

Mexico City Rally...

(Continued from page 5)
sivais and Elena Poniatowska,
as well as the PRT.

The March 20 rally at which
the right-wing assault took place
was sponsored by the Commit-

. tee of Lesbians and Gay Men in

Support of Rosario Ibarra
(CLHARYI). Ibarra is the presi-
dential candidate of the PRT.
At the rally, the crowd heard
speeches from PRT candidates
Maximo Mejia, Claudia Hino-
josa, Patria Jiménez and Igna-
cio Albarez. The four are the
first openly gay candidates in
Latin America, according to
Gay Community News.

~The physical attacks began
when a gang assembled into a
double-line military formation
at one end of the block and
began to count down from the
number 10. Upon reaching
““one,” they charged rally par-
ticipants and chased them down
the side streets as they tried to
escape.

The attackers, mostly teen-
agers, shouted ‘‘Perverts and
communists -get out!”’ and
“We're going to throw you
perverts out of here for bad-
mouthing the PRI’ (The PRI

* - mittee; includlng Lavender Left;"
thie Coalition Against Racism, -
:Ami-Sémiﬂsm, Sexism and ‘He-
- terosexism; the RSL and others,
dre. worklng to ensure that the

Flaehs

5 lnNew Y@rk the Christopher
. ibecs

ﬁon Day. Commrt-

Yr
g orgnnizations in the Com-

n- march and- rally address the

" the government’ wnth refreshmg  dem
exuberance and* hrgh morale. '

need t ﬁght back against_ the

v deepening ~attacks on gay

p"ople, .oppose  sexism and
racism and emphasize the need

for all oppressed people to unite
 ina stmggle for genuine libera-
,,‘;ﬂon. ‘For more information or-
to help build a contmgenl based

on this perspective, call the RSL

‘at (212) 695-6802.

. 'OVERSEAS
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—Institutional Revolutionary
Party—is the ruling capitalist
-party in Mexico.) The thugs also
threatened to*rape a group of
- lesbians who were among those
defending the rally’s sound
equipment. )

Neighborhood residents later
told PRT candidate Ignacio
Albarez that some of the attack-
ers belonged to a local gang
.known for robberies, rapes and
attacks on the local synagogue.
This, along with the gang’s
obvious physical. training, pro-
ficient use of weaponry and
military-style assault forma-
tions, suggest that the attackers
belong to a highly organized
- paramilitary group with fascist
connections.

Moreover, there is strong evi-
dence of police collaboration
with the anti-gay thugs. Ban-
dera Socialista, the PRT paper,
reports that rally organizers
called several different police
stations after the assault had
begun to request police protec-

- tion. Though the attack lasted

for a full 30 minutes, the police
ignored thé calls. (Only after the
attack: was over did the police
finally arrest five gang members
who had remained in the park
where the rally had been held.)

Furtﬁer, Bandera Socialista
reports that “lnformatlon ob-
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tained from the arrested attack-
ers and testimony presented by
other people showed that David
Tagle Valgui, one of the group’s
arrested leaders, is a federal
agent, and that Jesus N., who
directed that attack. . .is known
to aid police agents.”

This connection between the
police and the paramilitary
group was underscored when,
shortly after the police arrived
with the five arrested attackers
at the Eighth Agency of the
Public Ministry, they let four of
the assailants go free. (A later
meeting between representatives
of CLHARI, PRT and Min-
istry of the Interior officials
produced a promise that the
four would be re-arrested; how-
ever, as of this writing, we have

no further information on that

promise.)

The March 20 attack in Mexi-
co City is evidence that fascist
groups are growing in numbers
and strength—in Mexico as well
as in the U.S. It is also evidence
that lesbians and gay men—and
all other groups targeted by the
fascists—cannot. rely on the
police or the governmen: for
protection against thug attacks.
In Mexico and in the U.S., we
must build a movement that
relies on its own strength to
defend ourselves against the
fascists. [
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