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March on Washington,

IMPEACH REAGAN NOW
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DOWN WITH THE SECRET GOVERNMENT

LABOR PARTY

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

On April 25th, hundreds of thousands will
march in Washington end San Frencisco, with
unprecedented support from the American labor
movement, in opposition to the Reagan
administration and its policies. This march is
part of the world—wide upsurge against the
ruling class, its policies and the
bureaucracies that support it, an upsurge
thet is Just beginning. It has ealready
provoked = profound crisis in the Reagsn
administration and sent it scrembling for
solutions.

Every serious marcher must sense the power of
the lebor movement and the opportunity that
preserts itself.

Now more than ever it is time for working
class organizations to make 8 common fight to
force the House of Representatives to impeach
Reagan and put him on trial, to bring down the
secret government, for & labor perty to lead
this fight.

American workers cannot wait for the 1888
elections to maske an sll out fight to get rid
of Reagen and the government he represents
Nor can they rely on the Democratic Party to
leed this fight, even the most left Democrats
like Jesse Jackson.

Reagan and the racist bosses he represents
are planning to use the next two years to try
to strengthen their secret government, to
find 8 way to sell this to the American people,
while they continue to sattempt to suppress
the most ective sources of opposition to
their policies, like striking workers and
Blacks.

According to the Detroit Free Press, Reagan's
attorney general Edwin Meese III, "steered
conservative contributors toward North to
help him build & private contra supply nebtwork.

It
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" One of these contributors, Philip Mabry, °

said: "Ollie (North) told me, TIf anyone in
Congress tries to f— things up, then well go
underground with the privete sector’ .. I then
said to him, kind of like & government within
g government?’ He Jjust smiled.” (Detroit Free
Press, March 10, 1887).

Reagan’s Tower Commission report calls not for
an end to such criminal ectivity, but for
better menagement. And the Democretic Party
fully supported this report. Whet is more,
Democratic Perty politicens are using their
ties to the unions and Blacks to stop
independent mobilizations against Reagan and
his policies.

Jesse Jeckson, now 8 prospective Democratic
Party presidential candidate, recently flew to
Detroit to speek to & workers relly against
plant closings in en effort to chennel the
workers mobilizetion, slready bresking into
legislation agsinst plant closings. A few days
later, when Bleck end white students at the
University of Michigan seized the
edministration building in opposition to this
elitist, racist enclave’s policies, Jackson flew
in and negotisted a settlement with university
president Harold Shapiro thet did not include
one of the students major demands. At the
seme time he dismisses the growing violence
against Blecks es simply vestiges of the past:
he refuses to recognize the real growth of
racism fostered by Reasgen end the Democrats,
And this is the best we can expect from the
Democratic Perty in the next two years.

Thus working cless orgenizations must lead the
struggle against Reagan, for an independent,
mess mobilizetion to force the House to
impeach him and put him on triel. This is e
way for working class orgenizations to
continue to expose Reagen, the secret
government, and Democratic Party collaboration,
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to develop & mobilizetion to bring them down,
tz show thet building e labor party based on
the unions to lead this struggle is not e

luwury for the future but 2 bérning necessity.

This st: i litical struggle, not only
g g
agents in the unions, but alsc =gainst the
Kremlin. Gorbachev, lesder of the USSR, Union
of Soviet Socialist Republics, is now offering
to sit down with Reagan and regotizte an arms
control agreement., At the seme time he is
instituting reforms in the USSR thet will
provide more freedom for U.S and other
businessmen.

Faw Journelists feiled to note thet Gorbachev
is providing Reagan with 8 way out, & way to
revitalize and refurbish his fsiling regime.

An =rms control sgresment when Blacks are
=ing shot down in the streets by white
rocists nurtured by the Resgan regime, when

2 U.S continues to sand money, suppliss and

ns to the contras in Central Americe —
cacist,  imperislist wmercensires bent  on
restoring U.S. power., Freedom for U.S
Duginessmen in the USSR, while US businessmen
in the U.S try to bust the workers unions,
ciose plents, and drive thousands of workers
and their femilies into destitution.

Sorbachevs "offer” is worse than irrelevant.
It’'s & betrayal

While Gorbachev wants to szve Reagsn, millions
of exploited and oppressed do not. An
independent, mass mobilizstion to foroe the
House to impeach Resgan and plece him on trial
for his crimes, to bring down the secret
government, for @ labor party to lead this
fight and e fight for & workers govermnment is
urgently needed.

The Trotskyist Organizetion, Fraternal Section
cf the Fourth Internetionel, calls on all

| wooKing clmss orgemnizstions to join this fight.

With an ellisnce for e lebor party and lsbor
candidetes for office, we can engage millions
in this struggle now.

Down with the secret government!
Labor Party!
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Impeach Reagan:

An Interesting Response

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

Several weeks ago the Trotskyist Organization
intiated & struggle for an independent, mass
mobilization to force the House to impeach
Reagan end put him on trial. We see this as &
tactic to expose Reegan, his edministretion,
and the secret government they are nurturing,
as a way to develop 2 mobilization teo bring
then down, and build & lebor party to lead this

fight.

The response to our intiative has been g very
interesting one. While young workers and
students, especizlly Blacks and women, have
been very enthusisstic, working class
organizations have been largely negative.

The Workers World Party, which supported e
Democratic Party candidete, Jesse Jackson, in
the lest election, and which still considers
itself part of the Rainbow Coslition, tells us
thet the problem is not Reagan, it is
cepitelism. It says we have to build grass
roots socisl movements ggainst things like US.
intervention, recism, end plant closings, not a
mass mwobilization to impeach Reagen, bring
down the secret government and build 8 lsbor
perty.

The Socislist Workers Party ssys something
quite similar: the problem is not Reagan, it is
capitelism & struggle to impeach Reagen is a
diversion; the workers are not yet reedy for
a lebor party; in any case, we cannot meke &
common fight for e lsbor party becsuse our
programs are different. The SWP says we
should colleborete only in building movements
against U.S intervention, apartheid, etc., like
the April 25 march.

The Workers League told us it wes opportunist
to fight for the House to impeach Reagan and
put him on trial becsuse the House is
bourgecis end it will just leed to Bush. It
alsc said thet the Workers lLesgue will not
make & common fight for e labor perty with
the Trotskyist Organizetion because the
Trotskyist Orgenizetion is opportunist.

® 5 0 ® ¢ 5 5 ® 5 e e & 8 s e 0 8 0 O O " S L OO E 0 SO 8 s

eeescsese.Page 3

Now the Trotskyist Orgenization is in favor
of building struggles sgainst US. intervention,
apartheid, pleant closings, etc, as everyone
knows. We have not only participated in these .
struggles we have actively led them But to
couterpose the struggle egeinst U . S
intervention, recism, plant closings, etc., to an
active struggle to impesach Resgan, bring down
the secret government, build & labor party,
etc,, is absolutely false.

It is necessary to centralize the workers and
oppressed peoples struggles taking place
today, to take the offensive sagainst the
Reagan sdministration, bring down Reagan, build
2 labor perty to fight for e workers
government. This is the task before us.

Workers World and the Socislist Workers Party
do not want to Jjoin in 2 common fight to
force the House to impeach Resgan becsuse
they do not want to talk to the workers about
what they cen do right now to get rid of
Reagan, the edministretion as & whole, and the
ruling class they represent. They do not want
to telk sbout whet the workers can do right
now to build an alternative, & workers party, s
workers government. For them, bringing down
Resgan and the Resgen edministration as @
whole, is something thet will be sccomplished
by someone else, the Democratic Perty through
the next elections, or it will not be
accomplished at ell. Bringing down Reagean,
building & labor party, a workers government,
is a fer off perspective, something for the
distant future. In the mean time, lets build
Ygrass roots movements.”

Haven't we heerd this before? Isn't this what
the reformists say? It's e nice ides but it
won't happen soon. So let's stick to & nickle
more an hour.

The Workers League is not guite the seme. It
is fighting for = trede union commission of
inquiry into the Reagen crisis end e labor
party. And the Trotskyist Orgenization is for
both of these things. But to counterpose the
fight for  trade union commission of inguiry
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zo the fizht to force the House to impsach
~ezzmn and plasce him on triel, evoids the
1) - _confrontetion with the Republicans
kﬂdﬁewe‘ﬂﬁ 4he Beuss VAnd 8¢ doss the
torkers League's wa-; of fighting for = labor
=arty. By insisting thet the Workers Lezgue
‘5 the only tendency fighting for e lzbor
sarty, by refusing to meke 2 common fight for
a lsbor party, the Workers lesgue =avoids @&
mass mobilizetion for a labor party, 2 real
sonfrontation with the Democretic Party and
union buresucrets,

‘We find it very interesting to hear thot it
is opporbtunist for trade unions to demard
“hat the Houss impssch Rsagan becsuss the
“ouse is bourgeois, but it is perfectly =l
ight for the Workers League teo demand thst
the bourgecis coourts prosecute another
working clsss  orgenization, the Socialist
Workers Perty. Marxists do not rely on
tourgeois institutions to cearry out their
“=mands, but they have always been in fevor
'f‘ using them when they can to sedvence the
robilization of the working clzss sgsinst the
toesss. Thus Marxists hesve often gone to
mourgecis courts, participsted in bourgeois
slactions, bourgeois congressas, and, yas, even
rade demands on bourgsols congressas. The
Vrkers league thinks its OK to uss @
hourgacis court =against e working class
srganization, but its not OK to try to m=ke
use of 8 bourgeois democratic procedure,
fapeschment, against the bourgecisie,

Frankly, this sounds ke just one more excuse
tc avoid e mass mobilizetion, 2 real political
sonfrontation with Reagen, the Democrets, and
“he union buresucrats.

The responsse of these organizastions to
F-agan's crisis is a product of their place in
“he pest period of pesceful coexistencs, in
which  Lhey eadapted themsslves to  the
T=mocretic Party, the Stelinists and the union
uresucrets, in which they became scoustomed
o coexisting and even cooliaborsting with
“hem, or, in the Workers Lsague’s cess, in
vndch it withdrew from politicsl sbruggle and
hacape totelly isoletad frow the messss

L& fundsmental political struggle egsinst these
—olicies is necesssry to prepere a Trobtskyist
Congress to rebuild the U.S Section of the

Fourth Internationsl, to prepare the venguard
for the coming period of crises,
confront=tions and revolutbions, to build =
parvy capeble of lesding Vhe Amsrican werking
class Bo powarn,

The fight for en indspendent mass mobilizstion
to force the House to impsach Rezgan, to
bring down the sscret government, for a labor .
party to lead this fight end fight for @
workers govertmment, is an important part of
this struggle.
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Jesse Jackson and the 1988 Elections

By FRED MICHAELS
News Item — Jesse Jackson visited Ford World
Headquarters in Dearborn, Michigan recently

end attended & dinner to honor the Company's -

efforts to increase the number of minority
suppliers doing business with Ford. He had
high preise for Ford who he said wes meking
the minority supplier development program a
success.

News Item — In late Merch, University of
Michigan students who were organized in @
struggle ageinst racist incidents at the
school (see last issue of Truth) celled on
Jackson to come and help them Jackson came;
he and U of M president Shepiro reached an
agreement; students greeted Jackson with
chants of "Jesse in 88

Jesse Jackson Jjust opened & campaign office
in Jowa (in preparstion for the Democratic
caucus meetings there early next year). He is
clearly the most well-known of gll the
Democratic Party presidential nominee seekers.

In the 1884 elections, Jackson began his
campaign running as en "independent.” After
several months, he declared himself @
contender for the Democretic nomination.

In 1888, the stakes are much higher. The
crisis of the Reagen seadministretion hes
deepened the crisis of the Democratic Party -
— the Chicago elections has seen an
unprecedented split in the Democrstic Perty;
the number of cendidetes for president grows
deily; on the level of program the Democratic
Perty cannot offer & single mejor difference
with Reagan.

Because of this politicel crisis of both
perties, Jeckson's role in these elections is
cruciel. He is the only candidate with ties to
working class orgenizations, speaking gt
workers rallies against plant closings in
Detroit and in support of striking
meatpackers in Milwaukee. He is the only
presidential candidete spesking st the April
25 relly in Washington. He is the candidate of
the Democratic Party left—wing.

This erticle will exmamine Jackson’s line on
racism. Future articles will explore other
aspects of the Jeckson candidacy.

Jackson's Line . ——

In en erticle for the New York Times on

January 28 entitled "Atonement for Recist
Episodes is Not Enough,” Jackson stetes that
it is not the white people of Forsyth County
or Howard Beach thet are responsible for the
misery that Blacks end the country as s whole
is in: it is the corporate rich end its
government, the Reagan edministretion. The
white and Black and Hispanic working people
actually live and work in more integrated
settings, not the rich. "Dr. King’'s dream is
closer to reality in Queens then on Wall
Street.”

Second, he says thet '"President Reagan and
his edministration have combined regressive
economics with rece conscious behevior.” And
in sc doing, "Resgan has sent & consistent
series of [recist] signels across the land.”
From these signels, combined with Reagan’s
"regressive economics’ white working people
and farmers turn to recism

Third, "we cannot aliow short-term efforts to
atone for these ugly incidents to become &
substitute for s national economic strategy
end moral leedership in the White House.”
Therefore, 'We mwust move beyond the
battleground of race—conscious behavior onto
the common ground of economic progress.”’

Racism and the Rich

Jackson's first premise — thest the source of
recism is the corporate boardroom and Reagen
leaves one simple ingredient out — the
Democretic Party. The Democratic Paerty as a
whole hes been committed to the same progrem
as Reagan. It has been the southern
Democrats thet heve been among Reagen's
staunchest supporters; the Democratic and
Republican Party progrems, more so then st
any other time in recent history, ere
virtuelly the same.




Jackson omits the Democratic Party from his
list becsuss, in being = Democrstic Perty

And, in & dJdespsr ssnse, it is not
that is the source of recism but this
that is the scurce of recism It is
is system thet produces presicdents like
SEDAT . Or Carter.
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The capitalist system is 8 set of relstions
established betwasn the producers of all the
w2aith, the working cless, and the owners of
the means of production. This system ess it
developed in the US built & recist structure
into itself in order to keep the US working
cless, (which has become, economically, the most
powerful working cless in the world), divided
and wesk Therefore, rocism cannot be
overcomes until capitalize is defested.

Thet is why the civil rights movemant, while
smashing the structure of Jim Crow in the
South, was not able to quelitetively change
the situstion in the United Stetes for the
masses of Blacks That will never be
seoomplished as long &s capitalism remains,
Jezkson, @ capitalist politician reformer,
suoports American cepitalisp as & system and
beVeves thet it can be modified to end
revism Thet is why he meets with the leaders
of one of the most recist large corporations
in the US today, Ford Motor Company, and
preises their "minority business program”

Racism Overcome By Independent Struggle

In the article he goss on to say that "Dr.
King’s dreer is closer to reeality in Queens
than on Wall Streest)”

To the extent thet "Dr. King's drezn” means a
society where RBlacks and whites live together
‘n harmony, this is e le. Jackson states
truisms: thet poor Blecks and whites stand in
th= sane unempioyment lines, fight in the army,
et~. But, white workers scospt Blacks, thet is
cvarcome racism to the extent thest there has
bsen an independent working cless struggle.

The intasretion in the workplsce, thet does
exist, has bsen the result of the political
struggle to found and build the unions in the
factories in the 30s anc 40s Orgmnizsd by
verious communists and independent working
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class wilitants, the raciss implanted in
immigrent and Southern white workers by the
capitalists was overcome in 8 common struggle
ageinst Ford Motor Company, Genersl Motors, US
Steal (how USX) and the US government. This
was the fundamental breakthrough in rsce
relstions in the United Stetes

The civil rights movement of the 1850s and |
1980's smashed the Jim Crow legal structure in
the South with Rlack people basing themsslves
on their naw-found strength in the US working
class, Both movements drew 211 their strength
from the wobilizetion . of the massss,
ind=pandent of the Democretic and Eespublican
parties, and in the course of thess wmovements,
produced new organizstions snd new lzaders
opanly antagonistic to thess ospitalist
parties

Thus, this ™inbtegrstion,” in reality, working
class solidareity, is bassd on an indesendent
struggle; it can only susbain itsslf end go
forwerd on thet basis. Without such =
constant effort it casn besroded. And that is
what is happening today.

The incidents in Howard Besch and Forsyth
County, in one =anss, represent the first
signs of the erosion of the gains of these
vaars, The unions are weaksr becguse the
l=adership has collaboreted with the
capitalists in concsssions and plant closings.
White workers ere less and less convinesd
thet their survival can be tied only to the
trade unions. Rescist stbeckers are emboldensd
not only becsuse of encouragesent from the
White Houss, but bacsuse the Black leadership
refuses to breek from the Dewmocratic Party
and build an independent mess movement.

Reform Democratic Party?

At the end of the serticle Jackson puts
forward his progrem in +thesse elections
says, "we must speak out for recial justice.”
And, "= must insist on an end to sex and race
discrimination in the workplsce.

The problem is not the demands themselves It
is Jsckson's stretegy for asttaeining them Not
stated in his progrem, but explicit in his
candidecy, Jeckson wants to reform Americen



capitalism by reforming the Democratic Party.

The history of the union movement, of the
civil rights movement, shows thet this
strategy hes never worked. In fact,
"reforming the Democratic Pasrty” means
bringing movements under the control of the
Democratic Perty and rendering them hesrmless
to the cepitalist class. This is the mesning
of the "reform” under McGovern in 1872 (the
anti—war movement), the "reform” under Kennedy
(the civil rights movement) end the "reform”
under Franklin Roosevelt (the industriel union
moverent). Thus, when it has been "successfully”
implemented, it has destroyed the independent
movenents. And, the lesson of ell these
moverents, ell based on the working cless, is
thet the reform of Americen cepitalism has
only occurred as the by—-product of these
independent, revolutionary struggles. Their
weakness was in ending up "reforming” the
Democratic Party, instead of forging e lebor
party and program

In the 1988 elections, the US working cless,
the young fighters agsinst recism, need @
candidete for president thet bases himself (or
herself} on their movement — a&n independent
lebor candidate for president, not & reformer
to leed them into the greveyard of the
incorrigible, capitalist Democratic Party.
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ISSR: Gorbachev's

Reforms

~»r Political Revolution?

Ty RARSARA PUTNANM
Torbachevs new reforms are 2 real shot in the
e to world & a¥ap and the Rsagan
sdmintstretion in perticulsr, which is badly in
sead of 8 cransfusion. Gorbschevs naw Sogsn
A Topernass” (Flzencst) means = to
salist restoretion, not commess to he
litical revolution boiling beiow th
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: and the socielist
have axighad to this

Socdelizetion of oroduction, cantranzed
Jmndng and distribution, aonopaty of forsisn
rade by the stets and oolectivization of
erimdtare, these gains socomplished 8 Tiss
‘rop barbapdsa bo ouibure, huried the Soviet
mrkers inbo Bhe 20th canbury., But the
socialist oconguests 6o not exist in 2 vBOURm,

not  staticelly, nor Gtimslessly,. The Soviet
burssucracy usurpsd political power from the
working class and imposed its own eethods of
defending Gthe socialist oonguests.  Their
pathods, rather than izsding to the withering
memy of the stste, have led bo the withering
away of the socialist copyuests.  Gorbechevs
naw reforss would reinstitute the stouegle
for individual existence ss the basis of all
"wrogress” in the USSR
Tt is bad eough ©o hesr a barrage of
Sleptrap sbout refora toward "democracy” in
e USSR mrd about the sslt—dosmn of the iron
madain, but it is worse o s pempie wWho
sShedd krow hebbter Sailending and  yeasaying
Gordacheyv, In “he last isoue of the Fourth
EusTive

crede Michsl Verga =
faere aGnd more insisbent —

2 The worksrs)

Nor sre reforns the =um of @ nice
symetrical eguztion s resub of pres:oe from
rolow @s wall as from lsperisiisa I 1S
iwoortant o be oliser on Uds oFnt. An
axpectant abtivude boward Sovbachev and the
reforag, dengerous ilusions in Steliniss or in
a %wing on the maroh” of Stelinism lesds in one

Y fass e, Sy = - Sy o, o F 7 -t 2y e
Eracdicr:  denisl of She need for G Fourth
Tmbarretional and the piogrsm of poiicical
. S e .
rovolubion. While it is true that Sorbschev 1s

gressured by the stifled but pessionste
smusgie of the workd clzss, by gensralizsd
aaig that is "more and nore insistes t,” The
Povme do ot represent In mny way 2
razponse o th the waKing <less
nor &0 they o boward sny Gnd of "sosizlist
vareal” 28 sheb Snly Ampressionists who
2271 5o think in cless terns, Wwhe Jxige events
slaly on the bosls of mppearances oxad
Mustrations indficating the msbure of ithe
sconomic prosres of the Gorbalev Eerdeny
within the Kreslin Durssucracy:

tand the rights of soterorises On the
basis of & total saeif-finsncing, pereit he




sphere of services and the production of
consumers’ goods, do not impede the
development of private =zones within the
collective ferms, creste the conditions for
the development of privete trade..” (Quoted
from Fourth Imernstionsl, English edition, #1256,
"Gorbachev's "Reform’ Ageinst the Socislist
Conguests in the USSR.”)

"In Moscow on Januery & Yuri A. Kislenko, & top
Soviet trede official, announced that U.S, and
other foreign companies are being encouraged
to enter into Joint business ventures with
Soviet industries.” "..the plan provides tax
exemption, independence from central Soviet
economic plenning, freedom to experiment with
cepitelist labor/menagement  technigues. . ”
"Foreign investors thet had signed agreements
included 11 U.S. companies..” ’Fifteen others
gre in negotistions.excerpts from Bulletin in
Defense of MNerxism, "Soviet bureaucrsy in
Turmoil”, March 1887 '

Additionally, in hopes of recreating the
impossible, en illusory “peaceful coexistence’—
Gorbachev's offer in early March to cut
mediun—renge missiles in Europe is nothing
more then & burnt offering to Reagen. If
government officials throughout the European
democracies see American missiles in Europe as
»a symbol of Americen commitment to the
defense of Western Europe” (Detroit Free Press,
Merch 1) — thet is, defense of capitelism in
Western Europe, contrariwise, the presence of
Soviet missiles in Europe is seen as s defense
of "communism.” Gorbechevs new "democratism’
is & signal tc the imperialist world thst he

now "sees the light” and is willing to
negotiste on those things that trouble
capitelists mosts: planned econony,

netionelization of industry, etc., etc., etc.

As steted in our program the Transitionel
Program of the Fourth Internationel: "The
fascist, counterrevolutionary elements, growing
uninterruptedly, express with ever greater
consistency the interests of world imperialism.
" " _the ruling layers cen insure their
positions of privilege only through rejection
of the nstionalization, collectivizetion, and
monopoly of foreign trade.” Gorbechev et. al,
then, express world imperielism "with ever
greater consistency’’; especially through the
reforms.

uulioto..t'PBEe 9

It was such an understanding of the program
and of Trotsky's prognosis, that the first
signs of political revolution would be the
birth of "free unions” thet led the Fourth
Internstional to support the formetion of
Solidernosc in Poland and fight to orient
toward political revolution. Solidernosc was
born in & struggle egainst unemployment, .
inflation, high prices, the queue (ong food
lines) end unbeerable sociael tensions arising
from the "reforms” of the Jaruzelski regime.
We did not then define our fight inside
Solidarnosc eccording to the tendencies
towards capitaelist restoretion of the
bureaucracy end their expression within
Solidernosc itself, but by the material basis of
the free union: @ fight of ten million workers
ageinst social inequality and political oppression,
not their "love” of the aforementioned anti-
working class scourges.

Once Gorbechev's reforms are fully implemented,
the next problem will be the open
confrontation of the workers with the resuits
of these reforms. Gorbechev looks to the
future: "Democratism without glasnost
[openness] does not exist. At the same time
democrecy without limits is anerchy.” (from
the "™anifesto™. Thet is why it will be
difficult” [implementation of the reformsl

Workers, whose "enarchic” struggle seeks to
end the evils engendered by the reforms will
be branded "oro - capitalist” by the

' bureaucrescy as were the Polish workers before

them. And the US will see its opportunity
through its diplomatic agencies, to turn the
workers struggle into support for bourgeois
democracy, just as it became @ kiss of death
for the Polish workers!

petty bourgeois lesderships will come forward
to denounce the Soviet workers as they did
the Polish workers. Workers World, Spartacist
League, and others pointed to CIA, US and
Catholic Church involvement in Solidernosc as
an excuse for abendoning the Polish workers
struggle and for ingratisting themselves with
according to whether the CIA, Reagen or the
Cetholic Church try to use it, in reality
abandon the Polish workers to the glesnost of
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spontaneity. In reality they ere part of
allowing the Polish workers to be dominated
precisely by the Cetholic Church, by felse
lasders and false programs.

The political revolution is slready underway,
not by way of the reforms, which in all
essentials are reactionary and express the
impact of the decline end crisis of world
imperialism on the "buresucrstic excrescence”
(the ruling caste in the USSR), but by the
struggle of the working class against
cepitalist reforms in @ degenersted workers
state,

Only e centralized world lesdership of the
working class can intervene in the fight of
the Soviet or Polish workers agsinst -this
"buresucretic excrescense” becsuse only the
Fourth International has maintained, developed
and tested its program and cedres over years
of struggle against Stalinism for the political
revolution in the degenersted workers states,
“he socialist revolution in the imperielist
countries. Because of this the Fourth
aveernstional can call the reforms by their
right neme, and develop 2 united front policy
tc soliderize the working cless elements
against the Soviet bureaucracy for the
political revolution.

Our fight today is to meke a step forwerd in
building the Fourth Internstionsl. To this end
we want to clerify the nsture of the reforms,
indeed the nsture of the Soviet bureaucracy,
with all those who call themselves Trotskyist,
but who are confused by the seeming "about
face” on the part of Gorbechev. This
confusion, we believe, just beginning to be
expressed by & whole range of parties can
only be clarified through political and
comradely struggle. Precticelly, we must

~develop 2 common struggle in defense of the

Soviet workers, in defense of the geins of
October ageinst Stalinism and cepitalist
restoration.
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Class Struggle in America

By FRED MICHAELS

This new department for Truth, Class Struggle in
Americe, focuses the attention of workers and
young people on the sharpening struggle
between the US working class and the US
ruling cless.

The intensity of this struggle grows daeily
from long bitter strikes like that of the USX
workers to the growing desire of the
autoworkers to stop the layoffs; from the
growth of viclent right wing groups and the
support of the churches to banning books, to
the hercic bettles of P-9 and other
meatpacking  workers. wWe welcome your
information end your comments.

All Out for March 28 and April 2&
demonstration ageinst US intervention
in Central Americat

UAW Local 2071, the Weyne State University
Staff Association, passed 2 motion in support
of March 25 end April 25 proposed by @
supporter of Truth and #1000 wes voted to
support local members who went to trevel to
Washington. We urge all Local 2071 members to
tekeadvantageofthlspropoalandbm
hundreds of thousands of other workers in
Wastmme‘ton,endatthelocelrallymDetroit,
March 28.

The information coming out ebout the
demonstration shows that it will centrelize all
thesbrueglesoftheworld.ngclasseoingm
today — the unions support this action with
greater strength then they hsve eany action
since Solidarity Dey I in 188L The
mobilizetions &t the cempuses will be
expressed in this demonstration. The New
York Coelition has set a goal of 100,000 from
New York elone. Three hundred buses are
already reserved. The coelition in Boston has
rented e train.

The national office has played little role in
theacwaloreanizlng—ithasnotprodwed
any leaflets or posters and hes in fact told
all the locel coelitions to "go shead” and
produce their own litersture since nothing
will be forthcoming.

But in pgpite of the leadership, this
demonstration will be a powerful expression of
thedisconbentof‘bhewoﬁd.ngchssandyoubh
with the Reegen edministretion policies in
Central America, South Africa and the US.

We urge ell working class organizations and
Iilitant.sthatsupporbal.aborPartytojoin
the ranks of the demonstretion under the
slogens US out of Central America, No Support
toApartheid,ImpeadxmandLaborParby!

The Struggle against 6M

These last few weeks have seen @n
intensification of the struggle agminst GMs
plant closings. As we go to press, 8,000
members of UAW Local 584, the truck end bus
plants in Pontiec Michigan, walked off their
Jobs on Merch 28 in whet the local union
president, Don Douglas, claimed is an "isolated
dispute.” The issues — outsourcing and
contracting out of union work to non-union
compenies, violating contrect provisions
releted to seniority, work rules, b
classifications, assembly line speed and heelth
and safety — are problems in all GM locels.
And the UAW-printed signs prociaim "™No More
Tekeaways! No More Givebacks!” Hardly slogens
of an "isolated” struggle.

'Ihewrkersfeelthatthisistheﬁrststep
in a nationwide struggle sagainst GM.

A rally to Stop the Plant Closings was held at
UAW Local 174 on March 21, endorsed by the UAW
leadership and sponsored by UAW Local 15 Plant
Closing Committee. It was held at this local
because the Fisher Guide Plant, & unit of this
emaigamated local, is scheduled to close.

Over 2,000 asutoworkers and their supporters
attended from across Michigen. The
Trotskyist Organization and the
Revolutionasry Workers League worked together
at this rslly distributing e Jjoint statement
with two union resclutions — one on the plant
closings and the other on the Reagan crisis
(eprinted on page 15 The resoclutions
reflect the segreements mede &t the San
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Francisco Trotskyist/Revolutionary Conference.

These last weeks have seen other ections a&s
well

A group of workers from the UAW Loceal 15, the
Fleetwood local in Detroit, have filed suit
against the UAW for refusing to let the
workers vote on @ concessionery contract
that might have "kept the plant open.” This
suit is no doubt in part & response to the
moves by the leadership of Local 15, Joe
Wilson’s slate which includes a supporter of
the Workers World Party, to demand that
Congress pass & moratorium on plant closings.

This suit is obviously e backward response to
the attack by GM. It is backward because it
blames the union for the plent closings and
because the workers believe that by accepting
concessions the plent will stay open. The
union leadership, by accepting concessions for
refusing to wage &n open

concessions. Now that the mobilizetion of GM
workers ageinst the plent closings is growing,
the bureaucrats ere forced to respond
positively.

The correct way to fight this backward
response, which no doubt could have
successfully convinced workers to vote down e
concessionary contract, is a vigorous campaign
to convince the workers not to vote for it,
end instead to prepere & netional strike of
auto to keep the plants open.

Another suit was filed against UAW Local 22,
the Cadillac local in Detroit, contending that
the workers are not receiving retreining for
new jobs. Finally, @ group of UAW workers from
the Flint/Saginaw aree of Michigen, one of the
hardest hit by unemployment in the pest years
and which will be hit hard by the GM closings,
picketed Soliderity House demanding “company-—
wide seniority” for @M workers. After the
threat of another picket line, Solidarity
House stated thet such & demand would be e
top priority this fall A lesder of this
movement said that therefore, the planned
protest would be called off. Such trust in
the bureaucracy is completely unwarranted.

The demend would ellow laid—off workers from
any plant to "bump’ workers at other plants
and take their jobs. Once egein, it is e
demend thet comes from e certein layer of
workers — certainly not the young workers!
Seniority rights should be defended, but
outside of e total policy of fighting against
the plent closings with @n action program
against the
divides autoworkers.

Outside of the context of a open mobilization,
this demand, as with meny limited demends, in
today’s situstion could be @ breke on the
struggle. It could pit older workers ageinst
younger workers, thet is, divide the union.

_Divislonsinthewﬂ.onareanﬂwﬂablemﬂt

of the UAW leedership’s policy of accepting the
plant closings. The UAW leadership must stop
ascoepting the closings and concessions es
inevitable. This policy is what brings the
attack of the suto compenies on the workers
into the union itself. The ection program on
page 16, briefly: 1) united support committees
for all suto strikes; 2 e national strike of
autcs 3) Nationalization of suto under workers
control and 30 for 40; is the roed forward

The Chicago Elections

government. OnbrasbruggleforaLaborParty
canmsolvethesit\mtimintheworldneclass’
favor.

race. He won with B4% of the vote and
70% of the residents of the city voting.
zeoeived%%ofthemadcvote.m’Cof
white vote and BO% of the Hispanic vote.

HeuasoppoeadbmeByn\e.fm-ayor.
mmnmmcpm]yradsbappealtouhitzs.

bosses, such @ demand actuslly .



Thomas Hynes, the county taex essessor, is
running on the Chicago First Party ticket.
Both hesve asked the other to withdraw and
both say they will be in the race until the
end.

The bourgecisie has succeeded temporarily in
dividing the working cless of Chicago salong
racial lines. Neturally, the Trotskyist
Organization is not neutral. We support the
desire of the Black workers of Chicago to end
their oppression. But suppor't for a "dyed—in—
the - wocl” Democrat, Washington’s proud
declaration) despite the fact he is 8 Black
Democrat can only further divide and weaken
the Blecks' struggle snd the working ciess as
g whole.

National Democretic Party leaders have said
they will come to Chicago and cempeign for
Washington. The current leedership of the
working cless in Chicego, the union leaders of
the Chicego Federation of Lebor, and the Black
leaders, will support Washington on the same
grounds.

Important sections of the bourgeocisie, the
benkers and finenciers, as well &8s majr
industrial capitalists, have lost what little
fear they had of Washington's mayorsalty, and
support him

The SWF hes put forwerd & cendidaste for
mayor, Pedro Vesguez, most probably & write—in.
We cell on gll workers and =ll working class
organizations to support this candidate.
This could be the beginning of & struggle for
2 Labor Party so that, unlike today, the
working class of Chicago could speak with one
clear voice, instead of not being hesrd from
at all

Anti—Gay Hste Group

The uUs Postal Service is currently
investigating & group for illegal use of the
mails,. The group, The White Brotherhood of
the Iron Fist, has been plecing eds in locel
Chicago newspapers like: Gay Grad student
needs roommate. When people respond, their
lendlords, employers, associstes, etc., receive
letters warning thet these people eare
homosexuels and that they may carry AIDS and
"should be avoided et sll costsa”
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Such cowardly methods sre those of extreme
right—-wing groups which we spoke of in the
last issue of Truth concerning Blecks. We
vigorously oppose these groups and their hate
homosexuals message. The threst to the
working class is clear: if they are zllowed to
do this to homosexuals, next it will be union
militants, Blacks, etc. The solution is a well-
orgenized union cempaign egeinst the right
wing groups, independent of the government,
the politicel wellspring for their existence.
The government has elready sterted such
tactics sgainst immigrants. (See next story.)

Stop the Deportation of Palestinians

The US government is currently trying to
deport 8 Pelestinians and 1 Kenyasn for their
support to the Pslestinien liberation struggie
under @ viciously anti-working class law, the
McCarren Act. They were seized at gunpoint
on January 28 in los Angeles by the
Immigration and Naturelization Service (INS.
After protests, 8 federal Jjudge ordered them
freed on beail Februsry 17. They still face
deportation proceedings. These individuals
must be defended end the charges dropped.

The Alabsms book banning

A federal Jjudge in Alabeme, Breverd Hand, has
supported & suit brought by religious forces
to remove certain textbooks from the Alsbame
state school system The Jjudge supports the
incredible sllegation of the suit thet "godless
humenism” is e religion. The legal reasoning is
as follows "godless humenism” is & form of
religion; the books teech "humanism” therefore
it is e vioclation of the separation of the
church and state to teech one religion over
another in the schools.

The Jjudge, who upheld the Alebems "moment of
gilence” lew for public schools (later
overturned by the Supreme Court), orgenized
the psrents from that first case to press
this suit egminst the textbooks. That such
blatantly political ectivity is tolerated on
the Federal bench is just enother sign of the
escalation of the class struggle.

Right—wing political groups, threstened by the
mobilization of the working cless and the
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Reagan oricis, feel the need to move into
aotion.

This suit evoids some of the problems of
previous suits beceuse it does not mention
specific pessages and uses @ "liberal”
argument — the demand for the separation of
church end state.

In reality, the banned books state that it is
up to the reeder, the children and young
adults, to meke decisions about their personsal
lives. The suit contends thet therefore they
are being told "not to listen” to their
parents or clergy, and not to “read the Bible”
or other directives that would satisfy these
reactionaries. Neturelly, the suit was brought
by parents and churches. No children or
student goverment groups or eny of the
permitted organizational expressions for
young people support the suit.

This is a reactionary suit, end will only result
in & worsening condition in the schools and in
society at large if it is upheld. We urge eall
worlkdng cless orgenizations to oppose this
suit end support its overturn.
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“Irangate” and the Workers’ Movement
Union Resolution Proposed by the Revolutionary Workers League and the Trotskyist Organization
1. Both Republican and Democratic Party politicians are trying w cover up for the Reagan
administration and its criminal activity in an effort to save Reagan until they can find an
aelternative way to continue Reagan’s attacks on workers, blacks, and all oppressed people. The

unions must not let this happen.

2. Thus we call on all unions t join us in building an independent mass mobilization
(meetings, marches, strikes) to;

— Force Reagan out!
— Buiid a labor (workers’) party!
— Run independent labor candidates for president and other offices in 1988/
8. In conjunction with this, the unions should initiate a discussion on a platform for the 7
labor party and labor candidates in the 1988 elections.
Strike to Stop GM Plant Closings!

Resolution Adopted by the Trotskvist/Revolutionary Socialist Conference
San Francisco, December 7, 1986

The participants in the Trotskyist/Revolutionary Socialist Conference support the Labor
Notes Plant Closings Workshop’s call for & national demonstration against GM lavoffs and plant
closings and for an emergency national conference t map out the fight against GM. In the
framework of this struggle. we will fight for 2 united front based on unconditional defense of all
workers’ struggles against concessions (Saturn-type agreements, “guality circles,” and
international union ceercion of locel agreements), layoffs and plant closings. and for & piatform of
practical aid and working-class solutions for these struggles:

1. Defend workers’ struggles with broad support committees to organize strike support,
mass picketing. and legal defense of workers, unionists, and their leaders arrested and jailed in
these struggles:

2. A nationwide auto strike to stop all GM layoffs and plant closings:

3. Thirty hours’ work for forty hours’ pay: divide work among all workers;

4. Nauonalize industry under workers' control;

5. Build & labor party: for a labor-party slate in the 1988 elections: for a labor candidate for

president against the Republicans and Democrats.

March 15, 1987 lebor donated

| Y!ST ORGALLIZATION RECOLUTIONARY WOLKERS (EALUE
PO BOX 32540 DyTeniT 48222 BOX 1287 DETROIT 4¢3
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For an Open International Conference
Build the Workers International!

Responding to the cell issued by the Workers
Revolutionary Party of Great Britein, "For en
International Conference in 1987 for the Re—
organization of the Fourth Internationsl”, the
Trotskyist Organization salutes the WRP and
calls on workers and militents everywhere to
move with optimism and with definate steps to
prepere an international conference of
internetional centers, orgenizetions, and
tendencies cleiming to represent Trotskyism
Already, our internetionel has responded to
the call of the WRP positively (see letter) and
is prepering its contributions to this
conference.

We believe our optimism is well founded. The
crisis of the Reegen administration has
created en imernational opening for American
workers. The secret government of military
adventurers, mercenaries, and arms dealers
thet has been partially exposed, & government
thet has been reduced to criminel ects in
order to impose 2 halt to the struggles of
oppressed peoples, oconfirms thet the
bourgeoisie itself was well eware that the
Americen working class in its entirety could
not be expected to support these imperialist
policies. When this crisis is considered in
the context of & general resurgence and
resistance of the working class in the
imperialist nations — beginning with the
British miners strike, then the mobilization of
French students linked to the French working
class — it is clear that every ection of the
American working class against Reagan's
policies, including its struggle against the
policy of concessions, will be magnified in the
eyes of the world. No less importent will be
the battleground of the international
conference itself, which represents an effort
to resolve the historical crisis of leadership
of the working cless.

Therefore, we are committed to seeing thst
the international conference is held, and that
it 4is prepered in the best possible
conditions. First, we want to say to our
readers, especially those who are sympathetic
to our internetional's £fight for en open

international . conference, and one ¢that is
prepared on the besis of principled struggle,
and a real united fromt against the bosses, that
your support is indispensible! We eppeal to |
you to help us build up the Workers Fund for
the Internstional 8o that our political
objectives will not be cut short by financial
considerations,

Certainly, one of our -most extraordinary
expenses will be trevel — but even this has
to put into a political context. Precisely
because the call for en international
conference comes out of a real ferment among
the orgenizations cleiming Trotskyism, which
has had e truly internstional expression, the
demands on our English speaking section,
namely the Trotskyist Orgenizetion, have
increased enormously. This new situstion hes
opened up the possibilities for discussions
with other tendencies. Recently, one of our
members was able to travel to Great Britain
and meet with representetives of the WRP.
And our reeders will know that in December, we
were able to send one delegete (only onel) to
participate in the Trotskyist/Revolutionary
Socislist Conference in California. We can
already foresee that our budget for travel,
which is ebsolutely necessery if one is to
have meaningful relations with other groups,
will be severely strained. Certainly, we will
have to do better than one member for the
international conference iteelf as part of our
international delegation to the conference.

We have been translating and producing more
than two dozen pages of material from our
international Journal, "The Fourth
Internstional”, every month. Thanks to the
imorbanoettﬂtwegivetoourintenntiu\al
journal in the preperation of the conference,
we can predict that this effort will still not
be enough! Therefore, we need you, oOur
azpportersmﬁsymethmtombhixﬂcmt
ywoanzivetottebﬁimamﬂﬂym
mdi.fpoasible.boimeaaemcodttlmt.
And we need more subscribers to the fund!

Almewithﬂﬁsappeal.wermvaalsodecﬁdedbo
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€ive more importence to our own effort to
kKeep our resders and supporters informed and
educstad in relstion to thess internstionsl

developments. Thus we are reprinting the call
of the WRF, 2 wel &8s & Jint stetement
issued by several Americen orgenizstions
against arbitrary exclusions from the
preparations comml tlee thet is osing

constituted for the internstionsl! conference.
As you will elsc know, our struggle in the
battleground of the internstional conference
is unigue. First, in° that we hsve introduced
the key aguestion of comiauity into the
discussion, that is the actual sxpression in
terms of Living cedres end orgmnizstions thst
the fight for the revolutionary progrem hes
hed in the historicse] crisie of the Fourth
Intsmetional. You will recognize in every
aspect of ocur siruggie the lessons of the
rebuilding of the Fourth Internstionsl in 1878
— fundapentally the scouisition of e real
rnationsl center enc lesdership. S iy,
in ion to the internstional conference
itself, we heve defended resolutely the
operness of the conference end the necessity
to transfore its work into an internstionsliist
workers forum clarifying the programmetic and
practical beses of 2 step forwsrd in the
building of the Fourth Intermstionasl If our
position geins in influence, it will mean thst
he unprincipied regroupmente between centers
cleiming Trotskyism thet literesllv marked the
last periocd (roughly from the emrly seventies
to the eighties) will not be repestad.  And
this will mean thet every new step forwerd in
the construction of the Fourth International
will represent e blow ageinst the corruption
and betreyels of Sitalinism snd reformism

inte

Our approach will be directly translsted inte
form es regerds Truth With this issue we will
open up & forum of different opinions, of
polemics, of reports esnd letters concsrning
the preperetion of the international
conference., Preserving the emphssic we hesve
given to our objective of rebuliding the US
section of the Fourth Irernstions!l with e
Trotskyist Coneress this new forur will merk e
distinct change as well Given thet the
intermetional conference is now more of ean
ectuality, this elso means that greater
emphasis must be given to opening up and
making accoessible to workers and youth our
reietions with other tendencias Thus, for
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exzmole, we heve prooosed to the coordinsting
committes slected by the recent conference in
Celifornia, & series of thres regions! mestings
in Celiformis, the midwest, and the sest ooast,
to continue the debzte bsgun st the
conference. The Revolutionary wWorkers Lesgue
has elresdy sgread to sponsor with us e
meeting in Detroit in May.

To sum up, we are facing 2 period which by any
gefinztely very interesting to ell workers and
rilitants who @re concerned with bullding the
Fourth Internetionsl The internstional
conference called for by the WRP, to which our
intermstional hes resoonded with & definste
yes, Iiow repraesents the primery basttlsground
for us, and for you oOur supporters., Fmer up
coarasses, in our movement every contribubion
oountst




FOR AN INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE IN 1987 FOR THE
RE-ORGANISATION OF THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

The Workers Revolutionary Party proposes to all Trotskyists an international conference to
discuss the responsibilities of Trotskyist organisations in resolving the continuing crisis of the
Fourth International. The resolution of the crisis is an inescapable necessity and responsibility
in the face of the decisive changes which have begun in the relationship of class forces on the
world arena, changes embracing the political revolution in the degenerated and deformed
workers’ states as well as the struggles of the working class and oppressed masses against
imperialism in the advanced capitalist countries and in the colonial! and semi-colonial countries.

It is these great changes which have both exposed clearly the nature of the crisis in the
Fourth International and created the conditions for overcoming that same crisis.

The WRP does not in any way consider itself to be in any ‘privileged’ position in initiating the
preparation of the International Conference. We make this call as the result of joint work and
discussion with Trotskyists in 2 number of countries. In 1985 and 1986 the WRP experienced
the practical and theoretical results of political degeneration and revisionism in the Fourth
International in an extreme form. In rejecting the opportunist politics of Healy, Banda and the
North fragment of the old International Committee, the WRP has been compelled to recognise
the necessity of a return to fundamentals, to the continuity of the struggle of Marx and Engels,
Lenin and Trotsky, Bolshevism, the October Revolution, the Left Opposition, and the founding
of the Fourth International. The explosion in the WRP was part of the historical crisis of
working-class revolutionary leadership of the Fourth International. The crisis can be overcome
only in that framework. - ’

But the same mighty class forces which lay behind the explosion in the WRP dominate the
development of all those organisations deriving from the Fourth International. The challenge is
to overcome the isolation of the Trotskyist movement from the working class, as the working
class now comes directly into conflit with the captalist state, and with the Stalinist
bureaucracy in the USSR and the deformed workers’ states. As it enters this stage of the world
revolution, with the new generation of youth to the fore in both the capitalist countries and the
degenerated and deformed workers’ states, the working class is forced to tackle the question of
breaking from its treacherous reformist and Stalinist leaderships. Already these leaderships
are undergoing profound crises and splits. Either they are successfully broken in these new and
favourable conditions or they will once again viciously betray.

The split in the WRP concerned the most profound abuse of party members, the
abandonment of political principles even to the point of betrayal, and the degeneration of
Marxist ‘theory’ into a crude pragmatic apology for these practices. What became clear in &
year of internal struggle on these principled questions was that the shell containing the
internal corrosion and corruption of the WRP and the International Committee had been
shattered totally by the demands of the miners’ strike of 1984-1885, the demands of the
working class for revolutionary leadership as a new phase of the world revolution found its
expression in Britain.

This is an indispensable lesson. The miners, in their unprecedented year-long strike,
confronted directly the capitalist state. They were forced to return to work by the betrayals of
the reformist bureaucracy and the Stalinists. Trade unionism had clearly reached its utmost
limits. Revolutionary tasks were posed. Those who characterise the miners’ strike as & defeat
for the working class, oneofmnymchdafeats,mwwng.'lheWRmeorced,inﬂ}e
struggle agdnstHealy,BmdaandNoﬁh,toremgnisethatthisupsurged‘themkingdmm
a situation with no way out except proletarian revolution and the successful struggle for
revolutionary leadership, was the root of the WRP crisis; and that only by a revolutionary turn
tothuedmforcu,intcmﬁonﬂﬁorm,wnldmthemy-ndprwﬁeebedew}oped.w
overcome theaisisexpoeedbythem'nggleoftheworkingdnnmsmmtbna!n'ngmth
every vestige of ‘national 'I‘rotskyism’andmmingtothenggIetomolvethemmofthe

* Fourth International, at the level of international experience, past and present.
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This dialectic is essentially international. We can find the resources to overcome the erisis
only at the international level, through a cadre trained at the level of the struggle of all the
forces now coming forward from fifty years of experience of the fight to build the Fourth
International, against the Stalinist attempt to exterminate it and against the revisionist
capitulations to that same Stalinism, capitulations which have always sought to liquidate the
Fourth International.

In the advanced capitalist countries, the strike movement in France is a powerful
continuation of the struggle taken up by the British miners. As soon as the French railway
workers strike, they provoke & government crisis and a crisis for the Stalinist and reformist
bureaucracy. The mass student demonstrations had already threatened the government,
forced a retreat, and heralded & series of mass struggles in which the question of revolutionary
leadership is the central one.

But these lightning flashes of revolutionary struggle come together with the new upsurge of
the political revolution in Poland, the USSR, China and all countries in which the state power
of the working class has been usurped by the Stalinist bureaucracy. There too it is the task of
constructing an alternative revolutionary leadership to the Stalinists which predominates.

The workers of South Africa are facing the same necessity of the building of revolutionary
proletarian leadership and breaking from the treacherous Stalinist end petty-bourgeois
leaderships. In all Africa, the Middle East, Latin America, India and all south-east Asia, the
limits of purely ‘national’ struggles for independence, balancing between imperialism and the
reactionary Soviet bureaucracy, have now become thoroughly exposed in bitter experience.

It is because the working class is, in these struggles, at the first stage of a new rise of the
world revolution, that the WRP crisis must now take its place as part of the struggle to
overcome the long-drawn-out crisis of the Fourth International. The working class, characte-
rised by revisionists and centrists as being quiescent or in retreat, is in fact out in front of the
conscious struggle to rebuild the Fourth International. This poses urgently to all Trotskyists
the historic responsibility of overcoming the crisis of the Fourth International. This requires an
intensive struggle to clarify the present tasks of Trotskyism, the nature of the objective
situation, and the balance-sheet of our past experiences in the material context of the
internationel class struggle in its development. This is the basis of the necessary development
of the theoretical positions of our movement. We propose an International Conference as a
necessary step in that process, from which the urgent task of re-organisation of the Fourth
International can go forward on & principled foundation. This is the process which was begun
by the International Committee in 1953,

We consider that the political fight for this re-organisation starts from the following
principles, and these we will fight to defend and develop before and during the Conference.

1. The resolutions and theses of the first four Congresses of the Third (Communist)
International in &ll its essential strategic principles, in relation to: imperialism, the bourgeois
state, democracy and reformism; problems of the taking of power and the dictatorship of the
proletariat; the leading role of the proletariat in relation to the peasantry and struggles of the
oppressed masses; soviets; work in trade unions; parliamentarism; united front policy.

2. The Transitional Programme and the Founding Conference of the Fourth International,
based on the development of Bolshevik organisation and programme, made necessary by the
‘definitive passage of Stalinism to the side of the bourgeois order.” We reaffirm on this basis the
necessity of building the Fourth International, in opposition to all those who pronounce the
Fourth International dead and proclaim the need for a Fifth’ or ‘new’ International. The
continuity of the Fourth International has been a contradictory process, but it consists in the
struggle for the continuity of Bolshevism against Stalinism, and against the liquidationist
revisionism which has transmitted this Stalinist pressure into the Trotskyist movement. The
same struggle has been necessary against liquidationism into social-democracy and petty-
bourgeois national movements. Social-democracy has only retained any force in the working
class movement because of the destruction of the Communist International by Stalinism.

8. The theory of permanent revolution, with the hegemony of the proletariat as its essential
content. This means the leadership of the working class in the revolution in countries where
revolutionary-democratic tasks are posed, as well as in the advanced capitalist countries and
the degenerated and deformed workers’ states. It means that the democratic revolution ‘grows
over’ into the socialist revolution under proletarian leadership. It means the recognition that
the taking of working-class power in any country is the basis of a social formation which is
transitional to socialism, & transition which requires the victory of the socialist revolution in a
number of advanced capitalist countries. It means leadership of the working class by
Bolshevik-type parties. It means rejection of revisionist theories which give priority to the
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national revolutionary struggles in the colonial and semi-colonial countries, or which have a
perspective of different ‘epicentres’ of the world revolution — ‘sectors’ of the world revolution
with separate programmes.

4. Defence of the conquests of the 1917 October revolution. Defence of the USSR and defence
of the states of Eastern Europe, China, Vietnam, etc., against imperialism and capitalist
restoration. Definition of the USSR as a degenerated workers’ state and of the Eastern
European states, China and Vietnam as deformed workers’ states. (The WRP’s pogition on
Cuba to be urgently reviewed). These states are not identified in their class nature with the
Stalinist bureaucracy. This bureaucracy has no ‘dual nature’ but is parasitic on the workers’
state and is ‘counter-revolutionary through and through.

Its international policy, executed through the Stalinist parties of the world as well as through
the bureaucracy’s state agencies, betrays the proletarian revolution, perpetuates the
imperialist encirclement, and thus endangers the conquests of October. Against this, defence of
the gains of October coincides directly with the world socialist revolution, a necessity flowing
from the international nature of today’s economy and the struggles of the oppressed masses all
over the world. From this derives the necessity of the Fourth International. Only the Fourth
International, building on the struggle to continue and develop Bolshevism against the
betrayals of Stalinism and its ‘socialism in one country’, can carry forward this task. The defeat
of imperialism requires & strategy and tactics of breaking the working class from the existing
Stalinist and reformist leaderships, uniting it on the programme developed through a century
of struggle for Marxism as the theory and practice of the proletarian revolution. That can not
‘be carried out by spontaneously and empirically developing leaderships.

The development of the degenerated and deformed workers’ states, their bureaucracies and
their national policies — even leading to war between them — and the increasing pressure of
imperialism upon them, have already given abundant proof of the falseness of the Stalinist
illusions that imperialism would be driven into & corner and collapse, through the steady
growth of strength of ‘socialist’ states within their own borders, accompanied by the growth of
‘progressive forces’.

. 5. Defence of all national-liberation movements and of states which have won their
independence from imperialism, against the attacks of imperialism, despite the fundamental
political differences between Trotskyism and all bourgeois national and petty-bourgeois
national movements. In particular, defence of those under direct military attack or threat of
military intervention from imperialism (Nicaragua, Cuba, Libya, Mozambique, Angola, etc). At
the same time, rejection of any formulas which imply a leadership role for bourgeois or
petty-bourgeois forces, or equality between them and the working class in the tradition of
Stalin’s ‘Dloc of four classes’, as a liquidation of the political independence and hegemony of the
working class. Rejection of any permanent or strategic alliances with bourgeois or petty-
bourgeois forces. This does not exclude joint actions against imperialism, which are essential.

6. The struggle for the defeat of Stalinism and the bureaucracy, and the rejection of all forms
of capitulation to and compromise with Stalinism, and the necessity for political revolution in
the degenerated and deformed workers’ states. Recognition of the Polish struggles of 1980-81
as the renewal of the struggle for the political revolution, which reached high points in East
Germany (1953), Hungary and Poland (1956) and Czechoslovakia (1968). Defence of the
revolutionary spontaneity of the Polish working class and of Solidarity, which it producsd..
Against all conceptions such as ‘national unity’ (the Walesa leadership), ‘self-management’
(Mandel), social-democracy (Lambert) which mean reconciling the working class to the
Btalinist bureaucracy. )

7. Reaffirmation of the Transitional Programme’s demand for ‘workers’ and peasants’
government.’ The essence of this demand is to elaborate it as part of a programme of struggle
which enables the proletariat to break with the treacherous reformist and Stalinist leaderships
in the course of the preparation of the struggle for state power. Only in this sense does the
demand addressed to these leaderships: break with the bourgeoisie! have a revolutionary
content.

8. The struggle to build revolutionary parties of the working class, sections of the Fourth
International, in every country, organised on the principles of democratic centralism, and
against all theories that the responsiblity of revolutionary leadership passes to other,
petty-bourgeois or Btalinist, forces or to some ‘transitional’ form of working-class leadership.
Demmﬁcunhhmhopppndtonnbrmsdbumumﬁcunmhuﬁmdtheappmm
against the rank and file.
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8. Methods of political struggle proved in the experience of the working class, against
petty-bourgeois substitutes such as guerrilla-ism, individual terrorism, and ‘single-issue’
politics. We defend those who fight the bourgeoisie with such methods, but we reject these
methods. ‘

10. Condemnation of the method, inherited from Stalinism, of slanders, violence and
frame-ups designed to silence and drive out political opponents. In particular, condemnation of
the slanders used against M. Varga (B. Nagy), J. Hansen, G. Novack, T. Wohlforth, N. Fields
and R. Napuri.

The WRP calls upon all Trotskyist organisations to participate in a Conference on this basis
later in 1867, at & date to be agreed. To this end, an international discussion bulletin and &
series of meetings will be established, for the presentation and discussion of theses, resolutions
and discusgion materials.

The WRP calls upon all organisations who agree with this call to participate jointly with us in
& committee to prepare the Conference itself, its agenda and its arrangements, and to organise
the pre-conference discussion and distribution of documents. This preparatory committee will
produce documents for the Conference (without in eny way excluding presentation of other
documerts) and will organise as & matter of urgency the raising of the necessary financial
resources. 3

We ask all such organisations to contact us immediately through:

The Conference Secretary, Workers Revolutionary Party, PO Box No. 735, London SW9,
7QS. '
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Comrades,

The International Executive Committee of our movement, and all of the sections (PORE, LOR of France,
TO of the USA, Bolivian and Antilies Committees of the IVth International), have taken note of and
discussed the Call for an International Conference that you have published in "Workers Press".

The Intemational Secretanat has been mandated 1o contact you nght away, and to let you know that we
agree to participate in such a Conference through a delegation of the IS and our sections, according to the
procedures established by the Preparation Commitiee of the Conference, in which of course, we would
also like to take part. .

Our Executive Committee considers as very positive for opening the prepatory discussions the fact that
the WRP has synthesized in its Call all of fhe positions which it intends to defend in the course of such a
Conference. We also would like to prepare for you in the shortest possible time a first contribution on our
part, similarly under the form of short theses, summarizing the principled bases, advanced by our recent
Xth Congress, on which we believe a regroupment of the revolutionary vanguard is possible, with a view to
realizing an important step forward in the building of the Fourth International. (To this end, we would like to
make available to you a certain number of copies of all of the resolutions of our Xth Congress, which you
know about already, for the information of other organizations desiring to integrate themselves into the
Preparation Committee of the Conference).

We think that the success of this Conference among the international workers vanguard will depend on its
openness, on the greatest possible participation of currents and organizations that claim Trotskyism
without exciusion of anyone, such as the United Secretariat of Mandel, the "IVth International-Internationai
Center of Rebuilding” of Lambent, etc. as well as national tendencies or groups desiring to participate in
the discussion on the problems of the crisis and on the building of the IVth International. We believe that
such a Conierence can as well become a great intemationalist workers forum atiracting the attention of
many advanced workers in all the countries, opening an important debate in their ranks and tacillitating, at
the present moment, the practical collaboration of their organizations in the struggle of the classes against
imperialism and the Stalinist bureaucracy. In this sense, in the framework of the preparation of the
Conference and in order to root it to the largest extent among the workers, we would like to propose to the
Preparation Committee a certain number of international campaigns of mobilization and of acticns that
could be led jointly by the organizations adhering to it, and which couid atiract others, concerning the
defense of the peoples oppressed by imperialism, the struggle for the rights of the Polish workers and
workers of other countries subjected to the bureaucracy, etc.

At the same time, we think that one of the most important conclusions of the Conference can be the
constitution of an international Tribunal, having the authority of the organizations who vote for this
Tribunal, in front of which ali of the cases of the utilization of slanders against different groups and

leaderships could be denounced, having been an obstacle to free discussion and the respect of workers
democracy.

Without a doubt, we will have the occasion to take up all of the details of these questions, and others as
well, in the course of the preparatory work of the Conference.

Finally comrades, we send you our fraternal Trotskyist greetings.
For the International Secretariat of the IVth International

Gérard LAFFONT

.Pan's, February 8, 1987.
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On the International Conference
To the London Meeting, April 11-12
Fron U.S. Organizations

We, the wunderszigned orgasnizstions thet
participsted in the Trotskyist/Revolutionary
Conference in San rancisco, reaffire the
oconference's resolution in fevor of an opsn
internetione! conference and =ig} open
preparetions commities.

We support the WRPs call for an internstionsl
conference and we think it represents an
important edvance for the internstional
VENSUATA, we fully plan to builld  this
conference, and it is precissly out of concern
for its sucoess thet we wish to raise certein

pPoints

coriferern we
commitiee should
be 7 > tendenciz igentifying with

in the intermstions! conference, whether they
claim to be in totel sgreement with all pointe

2 Such = basis for the constitution of the
preparetions commities will allow us to wage @
politica! struggle with important tendencies
to fully perticipete in the preperetion of the
conference, in clerifying the lessons of the
struggle for the Fourth Internstions]l snd the
Hne for its development, through discussion
and practical collaboretion

3. Political clerification is essential to the
reorganizstion of the vangusrd on  solid
fourdetions. Arbitrery exclusions will oniy
impede this clerificestion and diminish the
conference’s suthority in the eyes of the
VENZuRrd.

Horkers Socialist League

Members of the Coordinsting Committee For a U.
S Open Trotsikyist Farance
March 28, 1987
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SWP Countersuit Against Alan Gelfand

By DAVID MARK

In the March 3 edition of the Bulletin
newspaper of the Workers League, it is
announced that lawyers for the Socialist
‘Workers Party have filed a motion in federal
court thaet Alan Gelfand make an interim
payment of $101,000 to the SWP. The
Trotskyist Orgenizetion wants to stete up
front that the Gelfend trisl, including the
countersuit of the SWP, places both
organizations — and the workers movement et
large — in a very dangerous position. It is
necessary to submit all claims for damages, and
ell the aspects of the slander against the SWP
to an Internationsl Workers Tribunal
Furthermore, all orgenizations claiming
Trotskyism should begin 8 cempaign against the
red hunting Judge Pfeltzer.

For those who are unfamiliar with the Gelfand
case, it is no honor to heve to recount the
deteails, Alan Gelfand, who cleims that he was
expelled unjustly by the SWP when he argued in
the perty thet its leadership was guided by
government eagents, filed a suit in federal
court in July of 1979 sageinst the SWP.

the WL and the SWP have historical ties to
the 'I‘rotdqist movement) end further its own

class. It is e guestion of basic principles —

the Fourth International does not condone
either the method of slander (borrowed from
Stalinism and cepitelist class) nor, still worse,
the use of the bourgeois courts by a workers
organization to atteck another. The

precedent which could be set by this case, .

which revolutionaeries have elways fought, is
the right of the government to determine the
menbership of & workers organizations.

The Gelfand trial opens up all workers
orgenizations to satteck by the government.
This is the reel issue which the Workers
League, despite wmountains of slanderous
garbage concerning its allegations, has yet to
ansuer!

Utilizing the lewyers approach thet has
characterized "Security end the Fourth
International”, David North writing in response
to the SWP's motion for demages seys, "The
Epstein affidavit (SWP lawyer — Truth) exposes
the fect thet while the SWP is publicly
attempting to portray the Gelfand case as an
attack on democratic rights, its fight against
Gelfand in the courts is being conducting (sic)
entirely along enticommunist end right-wing
lines.”

organization that one hes cherged is controlied
by the police, shows that entirely due to #s ouwn
policy it is now the Workers League itself that
is in danger of being attecked by the court.
This is the iron logic of the class struggle,
heving resorted to methods alien to workers
democracy, methods borrowed from Stalinism end
the bourgeois courts, the Workers League is
now itself trepped in the snare of bourgeois
"justice”.

Once agein, the Workers League has been put
in this position entirely due to the policy
thet was initisted by Healy, end that now, is
being continued by North end the Workers
League. Clinging to e last strew, North now
asserts that the SWPs motion for damages
should be opposed in order to defend democratic
rights, The erticle by Noth goes on to guote @&
motion filed by Gelfand’s lewyers in 1863 that
if the SWP was "able to obtain fees simply
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uypon & showing of subjective il will by the
pizintiff  the bringing of meritorious but not
sutomaticelly victorious mghts o2ses

Wwoudd be substants

e
Civld

ially chilled”

Geifancd (and North) sreus, defend the right of
Tthe federsl govertsent o deterwmine the
W of &  working clzse political
orgenizetion, or alss the orecadent of law in
oivil rights omsss mey be charged  This is
indead both & "right wing” and an "anti

commurist” ergumant.

North than ssys, "ohe achtions tsken by the
S#F since the trial could : b
polize agentes who are &
undermine depocrstic

asctions which have far-r

if it were teEken to

WomEDs organizstion? Whst would &n Amsricsn
Trade wilon do in such & situstion €end has
Some in facty? Or how asbout s Iiberal civil
ights organizations such as the NAACP? Are

WOrKers organizstion
OppSItInESh

st us be clesr then — what North would have
us do is to defend the WL and Gelfends court
suit, 8n unprecsdanted appesl for the federal
goverrmant to intervene in o dispute betwsen
workers orgadzastions, bacsuse it evoisd s
typicelly coporbunist response  from the
Socislist Workers Party. Thet we most
certeinly will not do! And the fact is the
Workers le=gus has not won the support of
one  Single orpanization in the working cisss
mrement for the Gelfand ce2se, much less in &
aivil rights To the oontrary, th
Gelfand cese has orly isclsiad the WL, and now,
it has placed it in sarious danger.

i

mOvVEmSnt,

Wran the Trotskyist Organizstion initially
Jzfended the SWP sgminst the Gslfand cass, we
s=id, "In the &Selfand css=..it is certeinly

necassary for the SWP — Truth to  take
defensive pessures in oourt. But it is ealso,
and most lmportantly, neczsssry to say We w3l
R comply with the henging Fudes Pfasizer?. And
we  will not thersfore, todsy, Supoort the
wotion of the SWP sgainst the Workers lLesgus!

wes not "Security and the Fourth
rnational” that prompted us to mzke this
sdwonition to the SWF in March of 1883 (Truth

#1653 wore than four yesrs &fo, no, it was

P 1, : [Eonml oty gy T - q
simply MHarxton A primcinisd progranr and
et o a3 N 3 S, I b4 e - o e o o v
m2bthod thet the Worksrs Lesgus asandonad

in its "theory” of police agents




