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Declaration of the Secretariat of the Trotskyist Organization/USA

The Battle in Auto Begins Right Now!

Autoworkers! = from the endless string of demands that the capi-
The so-called concessions demanded by the talists make and the union bureaucrats enforce?
auto companies have been forced on you by the Already, as the new negotiations for another

leadership of your union, by Douglas Fraser and his  Chrysler contract approach, the auto barons in
crew of class-collaborationist bureaucrats in-the this company where concessions were supposed

UAW. to save jobs, to preserve some gains, are already
planning more layoffs (closing of Detroit Axle)
What Concessions Mean and more demands for concessions (health care,

The attacks on you by the Reagan government,  especially). Look around at the whole range of
on the gains that the working people and the fields and industries that is involved in this conces-
oppressed have gained over a half century of sions attack. Z
struggle, form the framework for the concessions : et
demands. Who Failed And Why

The attempt by this same government to rearm It has to be clear now that there is no com-
American imperialism militarily and politically promise solution possible, any more than there
(reviving draft registration, intervention in Central was in Poland. It has to be clear now that there is
America) is aimed at defeating the workers and no peaceful solution possible, any more than
peasants of the backward countries, of taking there was in Poland.
back the socialist conquests made by the workers Now is the time to get rid of the stupid lie that
in Eastern Europe and elsewhere. And it is aimed if we give up something now, just so as to hang
at-making us the tools of imperialism in these on, we will get it all back later, when the “‘good
assaults on our class brothers and sisters. > tlmes,” come back. Because, fundamentally, the

In the Great Depression, American imperialism “‘good times’’ are dead and gone. If a dying man
- received a terrible scare. lt came within shoutmg gets up one ddy and staggers around it only means

= S e s e
distance of Iosmg its weaith and its privileges i the relapse wiil be even rmore bt :
- this, “‘its own’’ country. It was saved from that Why did the concessions pass in auto? Why are

fate, that long overdue fate, not even by they passing, by and large, in other industries?
Roosevelt himself but by those who put them- It was not because a majority of workers really
selves forward as leaders of the working class. believed in and wanted them. No one, not even

The leaders of the new industrial unions (Walter Fraser or the auto barons or Reagan, has had the

Reuther and so on) and the so-called Communist nerve to try to.pass that off.

Party channelled the militancy of the workers, of Fundamentally, the concessions passed — and
the oppressed, of the poor, of the youth, back in any event with a large number of abstentions
into the Democratic Party, the chief support to — because the bulk of the workers did not see an
the capitalist system. alternative. A minority, a very important minor- -

And its final salvation was the slaughter of ity, was willing to vote and vote again in opposi-
World War I and the failure of the European Re- tion to concessions, but the majority has to see
volution (because of the betrayal by the Kremlin- another answer, another way out, before it is
dominated Communist Parties there). ready to go into active opposition.

On this shoddy foundation, the imperialists ~ On the surface of course, there were plenty of
raised the dream house of ‘‘American prosper- leaders opposed to concessions. But when push
ity,” where “everyone is middle class,”’ where came to shove, when the cards were down, they

““the system works.’ folded. = :

Except now it doesn’t! The system is dymg, it Why? Why did the trade union oppositionists,
is dying all around the world — that is what Iran like the local leaders in LOC (Locals Opposed to
and Nicaragua and El Salvador, and, above all, - Concessions) and the skilled trades leaders, cave
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Poland mean. in? Why did all the radicals and so-called revolu-
And it is dying right here, too. That is why the tionaries suddenly lose their voices?
‘‘American dream’’ is only a distant memory. We stated before that in the 1930°s the great

That is why your children’s schools get worse, upsurge of the working class was kept in bounds
that is why women and minorities have no rights. by the emerging trade union bureaucracy and by
And it is above all why — after telling you for the Stalinists of the Communist Party.

fifty years how much they were “‘giving’”’ you, Today’s trade union oppositionists, the Pete
when really everything you got you had to fight Kellys and Al Gardners, are the orphans of the

for — they are now telling you how much you 1930’s. Their entire program, all their slogans,

have to ‘‘give up’’ to them. are based on a dream-like vision of the ‘‘good
Yes, their system is dying. But will we allow old days.”” And in this way, they try to introduce

them to take us down with them, like the slaves™ into today’s situation a policy that failed over a

of ancient kings were slaughtered to follow their generation ago.

masters into death? That is unthinkable; we are The so-called revolutlonanes whether they call

_not slaves! We are part of the international work- themselves ‘‘Trotskyists’’ or Maoists or whatev-

ing class, which has begun already to remake the er, in reality are unable to separate themselves
world and which will finish that task on the ruins of from Stalinism, from the counterrevolutionary
the old order, not buried beneath them. policy of the actually existing Communist Party.

So, will we collaborate in our own exploita- And it has been the chief advocate of a peaceful
tion, will we not only accept the concessions and compromise solution — pressure on the un-
already imposed, but reel back in endless retreat ion bureaucrats — in the fight against conces-

N

sions.

This is the leadership that the.workers found
themselves with. And it was on this basis that
they were unable to take the offensive and roll

back the concessions demands.

It is no accident that these same claimants to
leadership have now vanished, are now struck’
dumb. The concessions are passed, the workers
are defeated (that’s what they say about Poland,
t0o), there is nothing to be done.

We Offer The Alternative

But we disagree. Our party, the Trotskyist
Organization/USA, section of the Fourth Interna-
tional, is the only one that offered an alternative
— the General Strike to bring down Reagan,
building the Workers Party to organize this ac-
tion. That is, a new policy — one that matches:
the times — and a new leadership — one that
can and will carry out this policy.

Not.a single one of the other claimants to lead-
ership would accept common action on this basis.
That is why they are silent now. But we are not.

We know that now — at the very moment

~“whne everything seems-to be over —is the time

to begin to organize again. The autoworkers will

-resist the application of the concessions in a

thousand different ways; they will resist .new
attacks. There is no more doubt about this than
there is that spring will come, even if now it
feels like winter.

The whole world of imperialism — its news-
papers and TV, its politicians and bureaucrats, its
tame radicals and revolutionaries — say that the
concessions have brought peace to the auto indus-
try. We don’t think so. We think that the conces-
sions will be the battleground of the new strug-
gles. The concessions will prove to be double-

/edged; they will “‘bring not peace, but a sword.”’

A little over six months ago, on Solidarity
Day, hundreds of thousands of workers and their
allies marched in the streets of Washington, DC.
The same bureaucrats who organized- — for their
own reasons — that protest against Reagan’s attacks -
have now abandoned that fight even in word and are
actually carrying out the same attacks. Which will
triumph, the spirit of Solidarity Day and the inspira-
tion of the Polish Revolution, or the sordid sell-outs

- of the bureaucracy?

Our program says clearly: ““The laws of history
are stronger than the bureaucratic apparatus,’’

“whether it belongs to the AFL-CIO or the Krem-

lin. :

The Trotskyist Organization/USA offers an
open struggle, a common fight, to anyone in the
UAW, in the workers organizations, who agrees
that our new policy has to be the General Strike,
who agreees that we have to build a new lead-
ership now.

Autoworkers, brothers and sisters!

The road lies open before us. The past is -
finished. What we decide and do now can change
the whole world situation. The question is to be-
gin. In that beginning, we offer wholeueartedly ev-
erything that we have to give.

April 4, 1982
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New Fourth International Now Out

The new issue of The Fourth Interna-
tional, the English edition of the central
organ of our world party, is out.

The Publication

This advance for the Fourth Interna-
tional and for the working class of the
English-speaking countries, as well as
for individual militants in many coun-

" tries, is a result of the decision of our

Eighth World Congress to regularly pro-
duce The Fourth International in four
languages: French, Spanish, Polish and
English.

A long period of time has passed
since The FI has come out in English.
A clear decision and a distinct effort
was necessary to guarantee its appear;
ance again, to guarantee its regular
appearance. On this basis, we had to
establish certain priorities. For the com-
mg period, we will be producing an
issue of Truth and of Fourth Interna-
tional each month.

If you support the fight the Fourth In-
ternational is making for the defense of

‘ the Polish Revolution, for the new re-

volutionary leadership, then you can
help its central organ in many ways.
Financially, of course. By subscribing to it

(81 for three issues, introductory rate) and

getting it into bookstores. But also, direct-
ly, by translating from French or Spanish

ge Fourth Internationa)
World Congress Issue
(Fifty Cents Each)

Also available:

A Centrist Apology
for Stalinism (on Castro)
— 50¢

What is the RYI? — 75¢

Theses for the Eighth
World Congress — 50¢

Theses for and
Resolutions
of the Seventh World
Congress — $1.00

Send/Pay to
TRUTH
P.O. Box 07066
Detroit, Ml 48207
\_ : ./

You should consider all these possibilities.
Just as the central fight of our world
party is for Workers Poland, so also is

the content of our international organ-

centered on this fight.

The Manifesto adopted by our Eighth
World Congress, which lays out the cri-
tical nature of the defense and extension
of the Polish Revolution for the workers
and youth and oppressed of the whole
world, which poses its victory as de-
pending on building a new revolutionary
leadership, is the most important piece
in the current issue. :

This Manifesto, which points the way
toward preparing the March of the
Youth on Gdansk through the Interna-
tional Rally of the Youth in Hamburg
(now scheduled for May 29-30), should
be read, thought about-and discussed by
every militant.

Continuing this emphasis throughout
the issue, a number of other articles de-
velop particular and important aspects of
it.

Of particular importance and interest
is-the article, ‘“The Kremlin Will Be
Compelled to Intervene,”” an editorial
reprinted from Walka Klas (‘‘Class
Struggle’’), newspaper of our Polish
section, the Revolutionary Workers

League (RLRP). This editorial spells out
how hopeless a dream it is to imagine
that anything has been settled in Poland,
that there can be an ‘‘internal Polish
solution.’”’ No, the Kremlin will be
forced to intervene openly against the
fight of the Polish workers. This will, in
turn, spark the European development
of the revolution and intensify to an un-
heard-of degree the break-up of the
Communist Parties, the Kremlin’s inter-
national apparatus.

-, WORKERS OF THE WORLD, JaTT

THE FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL

ENGLIH DITION ¢ %0, 947 & IANUART-SBRUARY. 1902 © 18¢
Organ of * tha Executive Commeetee of the FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

The Proletarian Revolution
Has Begun In Poland

The 1962 Maniéesto of the Fourth

Published with this editorial is the
‘‘Program for a Solidarnosc Govern-
ment’’ proposed by the RLRP.

Development

Similarly, the article, ‘‘Afghanistan is
Not Workers Poland,’’ points out not
only the differences between Poland and

Afghanistan, but also that the suppres-

sion of Workers Poland implies the sur-
rendering of Afghanistan by the Kremlin
to imperialism, in a fashion similar to
what is underway in Central America

Also in this issue is an interview with
two Polish Trotskyists, Stefan Bekier
(an editor of Walka Klas and a leader of
the student revolt of March 1968) and
Stefan Palka (a Solidarnosc leader re-
cruited to the Fourth International dur-
ing the course of the revolution). This
interview’s title carries its clear and cri-
tical message: ‘‘Jaruzelski Has Already
Failed.”’

, There are besides two articles that
deal with, respectively, the Eighth
World Congress itself and a discussion
between our party and a leader of the
Soviet free trade union SMOT Victor
Fainberg.

Finally, there is an extremely urgent
and pressing question that is raised in
the article, ““The OCI’s Slander Campaign:
The Connection in a Kremlin Provocation
Against the Fourth International.”’

Today, at the very moment when the
Polish Revolution is the key to the de-
velopment of the world revolution,
when the Fourth International is the key
to- building the new revolutionary lead-
ership that can confront its demands, the
Kremlin. is unleashing a new and par-
ticular slander against our party. As
shown by a number of incidents re-
vealed in the article, this slander states
that the Trotskyists themselves are Sta-
linism’s people, agents of the Kremlin’s
secret police. It is no accident that this
is very similar to the slanders developed
against our comrade Michel Varga, a
leader of the Hungarian Revolution of
the Workers Councils, by the French
OCI. Nor is it an accident that the OCI
is today trying to spread these same
slanders among Polish exnles in France.

This means a fight to defend the Pol-
ish Revolution from those who are seek-
ing to discredit and physncally destroy

Preparmg the Hamburg Rally in the US

As one can see in the article above
which describes the most recent issue of

The Fourth International, the Polish Re-"

volution is placed at the very center of
the struggles of the workers and youth
around the world.

For its part, the Detroit Local Com-
mittee of the Trotskyist Organization/
USA has made the preparation of the
Hamburg Rally the focus of all its work
and, in fact, the basis for its own con-
struction. The areas in which we will
concentrate are among the youth and
among autoworkers.

The Hamburg Rally means above all
the massive regroupment of the youth.

At Kettering High School in Detroit,
we are reinforcing the life and activity
of the Malcolm X Circle of International
Young Guard/USA by making its prepa-
ration of the Hamburg Rally an active
political struggle for the independence
of .the youth, in order to resolve the
problem of the crisis of a working class
leadership.

With Workers Poland, and only with
Workers Poland, can the struggles of
the youth realize their full breadth and
importance. Truth along with Interna-
tional Young Guard, journal of 1YG/
USA, will be massively distributed on
April 15, 22 and 29 at Kettering in the
mornings to build the Malcolm X Circle
and to lay the basis for its participation
in the Hamburg Rally.

The **Call to the Youth’’ issued by
the International Executive Committee
of the Revolutionary Youth International
— All Out to Hamburg, May 29-30 —
will be  widely <distributed in the
schools, as well as in the factories, and
is intended to solicit support and en-
dorsements from student and youth

PUBLIC MEETING

Freedom for Workers Poland!

Build the New

- Revolutionary Leadership

Wayne State University -

Student Center Bidg. Hillberry A
Sunday May 2 7:00PM

organizations, from unions and from
workers organizations.-

The second area in which we are
focusing is in auto, in particular at the
Ford River Rouge plant.

The wave of concessions, the attacks
on workers rights and the treachery of
the present union leadership demands
that the autoworkers take the path of the

TRUTH: 3-Month Introductory Subscription: $1

=

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

o =

Fill out this form and send it with $1 to:
TRUTH, P.O. Box 07066, Detroit, Ml 48207
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PORE ' Legal!

We have just received news from
our comrades in Spain that our
section there, the Revolutionary
Workers Party (PORE), is now
legal!

This is a tremendous acquisition
for the working class because the

* PORE has been legalized without

changing any of its statutes. It has
been legalized as a section of the
Fourth International, working to ,
organize the dictatorship of the
proletariat, to continue Leninism.

This is the result of a four-year
struggle, and the PORE is the
only party in Spain to have waged
such a-struggle. The. Communist
Party ‘and the LCR (Revolutionary *
Communist League, affiliated with
the SWP), among others, changed
their statutes to make them accept-
able to the Francoist monarchy and

refused to defend the PORE.
In their article on this victory, our

comrades emphasized  that this
does not mean that there is more
democracy in Spain, but only that
the crisis of the monarchy is
deepening before the workers’ up-
surge. They say that now' more
than ever it is necessary to pursue
the struggle for the execution of
the Army officers who attempted a
fascist coup on February 23,
1981. “‘Tejero, Roson and Milans
— to the wall!”’ is their slogan.
M.G.

its leadership.

Work on the next issue of The Fourth
International is already underway. The
central feature of that issue will be the
““Call-to the Youth of the Two Germa-
nies.”’

K.F.

Polish workers — with. the General
Strike to bring down Reagan. The Local
Committee is scheduling interventions at
the Rouge for April 15, 21, 22 and 27
to convince the workers that in order to
defeat the attacks now concentrated in
concessions, it is necessary to stand
with Workers' Poland and build a new
leadership against the Fraser bureaucra-
cy and against the Reagan regime.

In addition to these two areas, sales
of Truth and The Fourth International
have been organized in the working
class neighborhoods of northeast De- °
troit. Central distributions have been
scheduled for April 18 and 25 in the
Whittier-Hayes business district.

All these actions are open to youth
and workers. Sell the revolutionary
press, fight for Workers Poland, along
with us.

All the work preparing the Hamburg
Rally will be centralized in a public

forum — ‘‘Freedom for Workers Po-
land! Build the New Revolutionary
Leadership!”” — at Wayne State Uni-

versity on May 2. Representatives of
IYG/USA circles in Detroit, DeKalb |,
and Chicago; representatives of the
Rouge cell of the TO/USA and all De-
troit and Midwest subscribers, as well
as representatives of all workers orga-
nizations, should be present at the meet- >

ing.

RICHARD TETRAULT
- .

4 TRUTH

Bi-Weekly Organ of the
Trotskyist Organization/USA

Editorial Board: Kevin FitzPatrick,
Editor; Margaret Guttshall, David
Heffelfinger, Barbara Putnam.

Subscription Rates: U.S., Canada,
Mexico: $1 introductory — six
issues; $3 six months; $6 one year.
Inquire for all other rates.
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No Collaboration in Our Own Exploitation!

For Workers Control and Workers Democracy

By KEVIN FITZPATRICK ;

Everyone knows what the situation is in
auto today. Concessions don’t just mean
some ‘‘contract take-backs’ as the trade

union oppositionists and so-called ‘‘re-

~volutionaries’” say, they mean an all-out

attack on everything the workers have
gained.

What They Mean

In the deepest sense, these attacks —
playing off one plant against another,
playing off older workers against youn-
ger, giving the company a free hand in
“‘work rules’’ (that is, increasing the
output of the workers), cutting benefits
and wages for the sake of the ‘‘mutual
survival’’ of the company and the work-

‘ers (not to mention the “‘work quality

»

circles,”’ etc.) — can be summed up in
one expression.

At its Sixth National Conference,
held a little over a year ago, the Trots-
kyist Organization/USA put forward the
slogan no collaboration of the workers
in their own exploitation - (see Truth
#129). .

This slogan, today even more than

then, expresses the situation that exists
and the fight that has to be made against
it.

Getting the workers to ‘‘collaborate in
their own exploitation,’’ to become
blood donors for the vampires of capi-
talism, attacks not just this or that wage
level or working condition but the very
existence of the working class as an.in-
dependent class, as a class for itself.

This attack on its class independence
is not just economic. No, most of all, it
is political. It is aimed at subordinating
the ‘US working class to “‘its own"" im-
perialist rulers, to gefting it to side with
them against the world revelution (thus,
the hue and cry about ‘‘imports’”) and
with preparing, on this basis, the
crushing and virtual enslavement of the
American working class.

That is why concessiens, which be-
gan in auto for very particular reasons,

3

‘are not restricted to that industry. Steel,

trucking, retail trade, government em-
ployment, auto suppliers, airlines; you

‘name it, the capitalists are demanding

concessions and successfully extorting
them with the help of the current
bureaucratic leaders of the unions.

‘And that has two more implications.
First, the unions are becoming less and
less working class organizations, more
and more organizations to beat the

workers into line for the bosses. In

other words, the working class is being
deprived of the major tool that helped to
shape it as a class and to-express its
own, independent, class demands.
Second, at the same time, large portions
of the working class — those not
in unions, those whom the unions are
casting off as excess baggage — are
being left undefended by the bulwark of
the unions, are being driven into com-
petition ‘as individuals, one against the
other. In turn, these people are being
used against the remaining organized
workers. The slogan of a class is *‘soli-
darity,”’
ite!”” The cry of atomized and isolafed
competitors is ‘‘every man for him-

“self!”’

How To Fight

At the same time that our party put
forward this key slogan; it also de-
velgped the way to fight for it. In this
article, we- want to take up these points
again, make them come alive in the pre-
sent situation and show the political
conclusions that they lead to and that
they need to be completed.

The first major question is workers
control over production.

This means fundamentally that all the
questions of the organization of the eco-

is “workers of the world, un-

nomy, first at the level of the plant and
then over increasingly higher areas, be
removed, from the hands of the capital-
ists and their managers and taken over
by the workers. organized in their spe-
cial bodies, committees, etc.

Let’s break this general concept down
and apply it to current problems.

First of all, there is massive unem-
ployment in auto, as well as in other in-
dustries. Every: laid-off autoworker, for
starters, should be called back, with
hours of those working reduce in prop-
ortion. But this will be without any cut
in pay. ““Thirty hours work for forty
hours pay’’ is a good slogan, a good
place to start.

A fight for this would also lead right
away to direct battles over line speed,
workloads and so on, that the capital-
ists put under the heading of ‘‘work
rules,”” to be changed.

The figures on sales, production,
costs, profits, etc., that the capitalists
use to defend their demands for conces-
sions are all rheir secrets. The union
bureaucrats willingly accept as fact any-
thing the capitalists tell them. But a
fight to open the books of the banks and
the corporations would show us where
all the money goes, would show us who
is needed and who is not.

In turn, the capitalists shut down
plants -and parts of plants at their whim,
in order to throw us on the defensive,
while the bureaucrats — some of
whom, like Fraser, are even on the
board of directors — beg to be told ab-
out it a little in advance. Just as with
the other points, workers control of pro-

duction means that such decisions will™

no longer be made by the capitalists at
the expense of the workers. :

Factory occupations, sitdown strikes,
are the way to enforce our control over
preduction, over our jobs and our lives,
in such situations.

Take the question of automation and
its new development, ‘‘robotics.’’ The
question is not new technology or not,
the question is who will benefit from it.
With capitalist control, not only does
new technology mean more layoffs, it»
means more intensified work for those
who are left. Under workers control,
new technology would mean less work,
less toil, relief from stress and fear.

Workers Democracy

The second major question is workers
democracy.

First of all, right today, this has a-

“very sharp meaning in terms of demo-

cracy in the unions.

When the UAW bureaucracy, which
has carefully created the image of the
UAW as the most democratic of all
possible unions, entered onto the road
of trying to force concessions on the
workers, it also had to dispense with its
democratic front.

The ever so tolerant Fraser resorted to
verbal abuse and implicit physical abuse
against his opponents. The bureaucracy
simply ignored the scheduled Special
Bargaining Convention (what bargain-
ing?). And it simply /postponed to a
more convenient date the regular Consti-
tutional Convention, in order to insure
Fraser’s de facto continuation in.office.
In turn, it has put more locals in receiv-
ership, stacked and packed the bargain-
ing council meetings, and is doing its
best to deprive locals of any say over
their local contracts.

Can this attack on workers democracy

be fought in the framework of the un-

ions as they are now, saddled with the
bureaucracy, respectful of “‘collective.
bargaining’’ and the class collaboration
that means? ;

The ordinary framework of the unions

i

is incapable of aésuming this responsi-
bility. In fact, it works against it.
Workers control of production de-
mands new forms for the workers to
take charge of the factories. These
organs — factory councils or commit-
tees, for example — are from the begin-
ning different from the old bureaucratic
set-up. Because they deal with the
workers’ direct needs, because they act
immediately, they are and must be

democratic from the very beginning;

they must really be — despite all the
abuse of those words — ‘‘rank and
file’” bodies. If they aren’t, they simply
won’t last. Who needs extra-union bodies

, that act like the unions? -

The concessions have passed in auto.
Today, there is-still much confusion
among autoworkers, basically for the
same reason that the concessions passed:
the lack of a clear alternative.

We know, and autoworkers feel, too,
that these concessions are not a peace,
but the territory over which new battles
will be fought. That’s for sure!

We also know, from the whole ex-
perience of the international and Amer-
ican working class, that the battles will
take shape around the issues of workers

control and will tend in the direction of .

workers democracy.

A New Leadership
But we also know that this time there
can be no illusions in halfway solutions,

in defensive measures, in stopping cen- -

cessions in one place or another.
Even factory councils or.sitdown

- strikes in one plant can be victorious

only if they form part of a general plan,
a generalized offensive. Otherwise, like
a military operation, the enemy will iso-
late our position, defeat our potential
supporters and then return to defeat us.
That is the lesson to be drawn from
what happened at GM, what has hap-

Class-collaboration’s payoff: unemployment uderU flg.

¥

pened in hundreds of contract rejections.

Skirmishes and single battles are im-
portant in a campaign, but our tactics
have to be part of a strategy. :

The strategy that the Trotskyist Orga-
nization/USA has consistently fought for
is the General Strike to bring down
Reagan. This strategy organizes the
class independence of the workers in a
flat-out confrontation with. the capitalist
class. It gives class independence its
necessary political conclusion, the
downfall of the regime and, yes, the
opening up of the pre-revolutionary
situation. _

From the moment the battles begin,
we have to know where we are going;
toward the General Strike.

A strategy means a leadership. In put-
ting forward the General Strike, our par-
ty is also putting itself forward as a
leadership. We have no false modesty
about that. That is our responsibility.

But; at the same time, precisely be-
cause our policy is that-of a small
minority, only the most advanced sec-
tion, of the working class, we do not

-say we already are the leadership.

Without the new revolutionary lead-
ership, there will not only not be a
General Strike, the battles that are taken
up will be defeated. '

So, in fighting for the General Strike,
in fighting for everything it implies, we
are also posing openly the building of
the necessary leadership in the struggle
itself. =

~The workers who are preparing to
fight right now, the members of groups
who are troubled about their organiza-
tions” passivity, will have a chance to
test our policy in action, to test it

against the policy of others, to see if the

Workers Party that so many are calling
for cah be anything other than the poli-

. ¢y and the organization of the Fourth

International.
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“Itis midnight for Stalinism; it is the hour of
the Fourth International!’’

The crisis of US imperialism, which
deepens every day, is developing in direct
proportion to the collapse of the internation-
al apparatus of the Kremlin. It proceeds in
relation to the development of a new stage
of the world revolution, opened up by the
revolution in Iran and Nicaragua, and fully
blossoming with-the beginning of the Polish
Revolution in 1980.

The tempo-of developments and the pro-
. found and fundamental character of this cri-

sis absolutely excludes any peaceful period,
and necessitates a frontal attack on the
powerful Ameérican working class, an attack
that has already begun. This in turn is open-
ing up an irreparable crisis of the two poli-
tical parties and the, trade union bureaucra-
cy, and consequently of the very founda-
tions of American democracy itself. On this
basis, all those tendencies in the working
class that thrived on illusions in a peaceful
and democratic interlude are overwhelmed
by the turn of events. ,

This situation makes possible; in fact ne-
cessitates, an immediate resolution of the
crisis of leadership of the proletariat. Only
Trotskyism has the ability to respond to this
situation, because only Trotskyism has suc-
ceeded in forging a world center of the re-
volution against Stalinism.

It is, therefore, with confidence in the
new generation of militant youth and work-
ers and in the ability of the party that con-
tinues the fight of Lenin to lead them for-
ward, as well as with a sense of urgency,
that the Trotskyist Organization/USA opens
up a struggle for the Trotskyist Congress
Rebuilding the US Section of the Fourth
International, based on the decision of our
Eighth World Congress. We make an open
call to the youth, the working class and to all
the tendencies and parties which comprise
them, to join the battle for this crucial
objective. The publication of these Theses
is intended to launch the debate and the
struggle necessary to achieve it.

After Poland nothing can ever be the
same. In Poland today, the revolution has
begun; it is the beginning of the revolution
throughout Europe. And because it is here,
in divided Europe, that the post-World War
Il order of imperialism and Stalinism was
based, every corner of the globe will be
affected. Already, the repercussions of Po-
land and the consequent unprecedented cri-
sis of Stalinism are reverberating through-
out Europe. It is impossible to go back to
“‘peaceful coexistence.”’ ;

Many would bury the Polish Revolution.
But Poland will not be buried so easily. Its
significance is this: whereas the degenera-
tion ofthe Russian October Revolution was
‘the basis upon which a whole period of
working class revolutions was stopped and a
whole generation of workers and youth cut
off from the revolution, Poland, taking up
where the October Revolution was stopped,

—announces the renewal of the era of Octo-

ber.

Consciously or unconsciously, this has
been the inspiration for millions of workers
who have been attentively watching the re-
volution in Poland, and who have taken up
the slogans of the Polish workers in their
demonstrations and strikes. It is this that
moved a half-million American workers to
take up the slogans of the Polish workers on
Solidarity Day in Washington, DC. And
they are still watching. :

Fhe martial law imposed by a coup :

d’etat has failed. The movement of ten mil-
lion Polish workers cannot be crushed by
the military junta of Jaruzelski. Worker re-
sistance and the reorganization of Solidarity
has continued from day one of martial law.

The PUWP, the Polish Communist Party, is
completely fragmented. In fact, the military
- takeover was a recognition of the break-up
of the PUWP as well as a means to purge it
thoroughly. The next inevitable stage of the
Polish Revolution is intervention by the
Kremlin.

The Communist Parties of Western
Europe, notably the bankrupt ‘‘Euro-
Communist’’ wing, are already in open cri-
sis. It has become necessary for the
Kremlin to undertake the reorganization
of the CP’s, as' it did with the PUWP in
Poland, around the pro-Soviet factions.
The intervention of the Kremlin in Poland
will set loose a whole series of splits and
fractures in its international apparatus.
Nevertheless, the Kremlin must intervene.

From this fracture of the Stalinist parties,
a historical crisis of its apparatus will take
place on a scale not seen since World War
IL. It will shake to its foundations every

vacillating currentin the workers move-'

ment,. particularly the centrist usurpers of
Trotskyism. The historical crisis of the lead-
ership of the proletariat and the resolution
of this crisis will become the stake of mil-
lions of workers and youth, the stake of
every struggle in every part of the globe.

Iv.

The Socialist Workers Party (SWP)
was once the Trotskyist party, the party of
the Fourth International, in "America. Its
present defense of Castroism and hesitation
before the Polish Revolution speaks for
twenty years of abandonment of Trotskyism
and the Fourth International. For years be-
fore the 1980 beginning of the Polish Re-
volution, the SWP characterized the
attempts to build the party of the political
revolution in Poland as “‘ultraleft:”” It pre-
ferred to rest on the oppositions in Poland
who wanted to reform the Stalinist
bureaucracy. The attack on Leninism

~waged by the **Euro-Communist™* leaders
— Carrillo, Berlinguer — was welcomed
by the SWP and the United Secretariat as the
‘“democratization’’of the Stalinist appar-
atus. In reality, this attack on Leninism has
only brought the class struggle into the heart
of the CP’s, as it has provoked a debate also
in the SWP. Yes, the CP’s are being reorga-
nized and split, but it is the ‘‘Euro-
Communist’® wing which is being des-
troyed between the hammer of the Polish

Revolution and the anvil of the Kremlin. It-

is the dislocation of the Stalinist apparatus
which is provoking the crisis within the
SWP, and it is not accidental that Poland is
at the heart of the debate, because Poland is
at the heart of everything of importance in
the class struggle.

A Trotskyist party in the heart of im-
perialism must be a party against Stalinism
and Castroism. The defense of the socialist
conquestsis  the development of the world
revolution and the construction of its party
— that is where the line between Trotsky-
ism and Stalinism has always stood.

The Barnes leadership of the SWP tries to
counter the growing pressure in theworking
class, and consequently in the SWP itself,
for the active defense of Poland with a shal-
low maneuver: with Poland for reformism
or with Castro for the revolution. But this
maneuver cannot last long because what is
-at stake in Poland is the renewal of the
October Revolution, which has not by any
means run its course, against Stalinism, and
what is at stake with Castroism is the degen-
‘eration of the October Revolution and the
necessary balance sheet of all the guerril-
laist and petty bourgeois nationalist currents
that have led astray a generation of working
class militants in Latin America. We should

put the matter honestly: for the revolution -

with all its contradictions, or for Castro-
ism and the -dissolution and dispersal of
militants who cannot find their way out
of the twists and turns of centrism..
Today, certain sections of the Cuban
bureaucracy are pretending to distance
themselves from a Kremlin intervention in
Poland. No doubt the SWP will present this

as proof of the revolutionary character of the
Cuban bureaucracy. In fact, the sole pur-
pose of this maneuver is to allow the Cuban
bureaucracy to openly support imperialism
in Latin America.

Since 1963, when the SWP broke with
the International Committee and rejoined
the International Secretariat, which was
formed on the basis of the pro-Stalinist fac-
tion of Pabloism, thus forming the so-called
United Secretariat, the SWP cannot have
been considered as the party of the Fourth
International in America. Yet it remains the
largest and best known party here which
claims to be Trotskyist. Precisely because
of this, and because of the central place that
the SWP once had in the Fourth Internation-
al, it is also the central obstacle to the re-
building of the American section of the
Fourth International. =i

Every fundamental acquisition of the
SWP for the American working class has
either been liquidated or an attempt at its
liguidation is rapidly underway. ‘

With his proposal for a “*new Internation-
al,”’ with Castro, the FSLN, etc., Barnes is
preparing to abandon even the formal pre-
tense of adherence to the Fourth Internation-
al and its traditions.

It is, therefore, no longer possible to-pose

_the question of Trotskyism in-America as a

task of reforming the SWP, as a'pro
etarian militant might do in any party which
had deviated from a revolutionary line..
Rather it is necessary to rébuild the Amer-
ican section altogether. And this task, be-
cause it means taking the place, even sur-
passing the place, that the SWP once had in
the American working class asthe section of
the Fourth International, is not a question of
a limited factional maneuver toward the
SWP. Rather it is a task of building the
Trotskyist party. And, therefore, the Trots-
kyist Congress is both an answer to all the
forces that are being set in motion by the
process of the world revolution and a ba-
lance sheet of their struggles.

V.

The rebuilding of the Fourth Interna-
tional was a decisive acquisition of the inter-
national working class. It was the rebuilding
of a world center of the revolution, a center
that did not rest, as the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth International had, on
the federative strength of its national com-
ponents, but rather based itself on the irrev-
ersible break in 1968 of a whole new genera-
tion of youth from Stalinism, in order to
forge a world center of the revolution
against the Stalinist usurpers of the October
Revolution.

This break opened up a whole new period
of the class struggle which marked the im-
minence of revolution and counterrevolu-
tion on the world scale. The International
Committee itself recognized this fun-
damental advance and assigned itself the
task of building the Revolutionary Youth
International as the prelude to the holding of
the Fourth Open Conference which would
lead to the rebuilding of the Fourth Interna-
tional. This new advance of the revolution,
expressed in the General Strike in France
and the Prague Spring, allowed for a
qualitative advance of the Fourth Interna-
tional. By organizing the revolutionary
youth who were breaking from Stalinism,
en masse, the Fourth International would
appear once again as the leading center of
the world revolution, clearly differentiat-
ing itself from the pro-Stalinist tendency
of Pablo and Mandel that had tried to li-
quidate the International.

In the intervening years of 1968-76,

the crisis of the Fourth International was
deepened by the split of the Secialist Labour
League of Great Britain and the attempt to
liquidate the International by the Interna-
tional Communist Organization(OCI) of
France, even after the successful mobiliza-

tion of 5,000 youth in Essen, Germany,

who rallied for the construction of the Re-
volutionary Youth International, under the
slogan of ‘the Socialist United States of

Theses: For a Trotskyist Congress Rebuilding

Europe. :

Without the break of the new generatio:
of the youth in 1968 from Stalinism, thi
Fourth International would not have bee
able to be rebuilt. Nevertheless, its rebuild
ing in 1976 coincided with an exhaustion o
the massive forces which had been un
leashed by the youth in 1968 and had to b
undertaken against a campaign of slande
and physical attacks launched by the OCI
After this rebuilding the working class anc
the Fourth International had to face a fero
cious wave of ideological reaction from th
Communist Parties, their attack on Lenin
ism, and from the centrist claimants to th
banner of the Fourth International who par
ticipated in this attack.

‘This campaign, which shut the mobiliza
tion of the youth up in dead end movement:
— guerrillaism, terrorism, ‘‘autonomes’
and reformism, struck at the very heart o
the theoretical and militant conquests of the
international working class. Nevertheless
the correctness of the decision to rebuild the
Fourth International is confirmed by the
actual developments which it foresaw anc
prepared, enabling it to build the Polist
section of the Fourth International today ir
the center of the world revolution. And it i
confirmed by the revolutionary confronta:
tions which are going to open up the move:
ment of the youth from the dead ends where
they have been shut up in these last years,
and which only the Fourth International is ir
a position to influence and develop.

This time the mobilization of the youtt
against Stalinism must be a mobilization for
the Fourth International. Only the fresh re-
newal of the link of the Fourth Internationa
with the militant new period of revolutior
and its new generation of youth can open ug
a positive outcome to the crisis of the Stalin-
ist Communist parties and of the centrists
who have tried to live in their shadow. -

VI.

The Trotskyist Organization/USA
also traces its roots to 1968 and the break of
the youth from Stalinism. Owing to the splif
of the SWP from the Fourth Internationa
and its role in.the movement of the youth as
the policeman of the left, a whole genera-
tion of American youth who were linking up
with the revolution and breaking from Sta-
linism would have to traverse a road littered
with the corpses of deserters from Bolshev-
ism, including Shachtmanism, Maoism and
anarchism, as well as the pseudo-Trotskyist
SWP. No single tendency emerged in the
United States to continue the fight for the
rebuilding of the Fourth International that
had direct links to the Fourth International
itself. Even the tendency of the Internation-
al Committee in the US led by Wohlforth,
which opposed the SWP reunification with
the pro-Stalinist International Secretariat
and which succeeded in organizing a sizable
sector of American youth, wound up in a
dead end after the precipitous split of the
Socialist Labour League of Great Britain led
by Healy.

The formation of the Trotskyist Orga-
nization/USA in February 1975 repre-
sented a first recognition of the necessity to
rebuild the Fourth International in America.
Later, the joining of the majority faction of
the Class Struggle League to the Trotskyist
Organization was based also on a fun-
damental recognition that the Fourth Inter-
national was not ‘‘dead,’’ existing ‘in spir-
it’’ in the proliferation of national Trotskyist
parties and tendencies, but rather that it ex-
isted and fought through the International
League — Rebuilder of the Fourth Interna-
tional, which continued the fight of the In-
ternational Committee and its Third Confer-
ence, for its rebuilding. The Trotskyist
Organization/USA fights today to rebuild
the US section of the Fourth International.

Our call for a Trotskyist Congress Re-
building the US Section of the Fourth Inter-
national is a means through which those
parties and tendencies, which are looking
for an alternative to Stalinism and to the
centrist claimants who live in its shadow,
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e American Section of the Fourth Intemational

- can undertake with the Trotskyist Organiza-
tion/USA and the Fourth International the
construction of the Trotskyist party in
America, the rebuilding of the Trotskyist
-party of the Fourth International , the World
Party of the Socialist Revolution. It is at the

same time an open call to debate and clar- °

ification of the tasks of the American work-
ing class and the American Revolution.

Vil.

The historic perspective for the
American working class to construct its own
party, raised by Trotsky after the upsurge of
industrial unionism, is a perspective for to-
~day. And it is an immediate perspective.

The workers party, or labor party as some
prefer to call it, is the central strategic task
in front of the American Revolution. The
European Revolution has begun in Poland,
if it is to be victorious it must be extended on
a world scale: For the world revolution to be
victorious the American Revolution must
triumph, and for American imperialism to

fall the party of the working class and the
revolutionary party leading the seizure of
power must be one and the same.

Trotsky stated three possibilities for the
course of development of the labor party: 1)
The trade union bureaucracy would domin-
ate and the labor party would have a reac-
tionary character, serving only as a means to
strangle the revolutionary workers; 2) the
labor party would have a contradictory char-
acter, in which the Trotskyists would be
able to fight for their program and for the
development of a revolutionary party, and;
3) the Trotskyists would lead the formation
of the workers party and in so doing win the

- most advanced workers to the program of
the-Fourth International and the revolution-
ary party. The entire perspective of Trotsky
was based on striving for the third alterna-
tive.

. The revolution has its own laws, of
which the most important is this: it is only if
the most active, conscious and devoted part
of the class is organized in a party consti-
tuted to concentrate all the energies of the
workers toward the seizure of power by the
proletariat and the extension onto the world
scale of the revolution, it is only in such
conditions and only to the extent that these
are realized, that the revolution can adv-
ance *’ (Manifesto of the Eighth World
Congress of the Fourth International).

The party of the working class in the
United States cannot avoid this law. All the
various attempts to portray the construction
of the workers party in the United States as
an intermediary party are at the same time

an expression of a dangerous hesitation be-

fore the revolution that has begun. To fail to
see the decisive significance of Poland as
the beginning of the European Revolution,
- to fail to see the counterrevolution preparing
itself for the confrontations which are immi-
nent, is to bury one’s head in the sand.
- The task of Trotskyists today is to open
up the revolutionary crisis of US imperial-

ism, basing themselves on the development

of the world revolution and the experiences
of the Polish Revolution. This is not only a

~question of a programmatic differentiation
from Stalinism and the line of class col-
laboration, it is also the practical application
of this program in the struggle of the class.
The Trotskyist Congress no less can base
itself on the experiences which it brings
from the actual class struggle.

The construction of the workers party can
be summarized as the construction of a party
that represents the interests of the entirc
working class, organized and unorganized,
black and white, as a class. Necessarily, the
most important terrain of this struggle is in
the powerful trade union movement of
American workers, the only mass organiza-
tions which the American working «lass
has. But at the same time the trade union
framework of class collaboration, which is
now. serving as the fundamental instrument
of attack on the workers’ gains, and rights
through the trade union bureaucracy, is the

- greatest brake on the development of the

Workers battle police during 1934

revolution.

This has been the terrain of delimitation
between Trotskyism and Stalinism in Amer-
ica. The strongest point of influence of the
Communist Party USA has been-and is to-
day in the trade unions. Its role, in keeping
with the interests of the Kremlin, has been
to prevent the break of the American work-
ers with the framework of trade unionisi-
and class collaboration. It is the same line _
which says today to American workers that
they must moderate their struggle lest they
end up starving like the Polish workers. The
defetise of Workers Poland is a fundamental
means of regrouping and forming a new
leadership for the unions in the US.

The Trotskyist Organization fights for the
General Strike as the means to open up the
revolutionary crisis of US imperialism.
Therefore, the General Strike is also the
touchstone for the clarification of the nature
of the program and the nature of the workers
party in a massive way. Who can envision
the application ‘of the transitional program
in the present situation where the struggle of
the working class is confined to economic
demands and isolated strikes?

Thos VHT
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of the youth in the RYI in the US.

Vil

Td.bcgin the discussion, to begin the

common struggle for the Trotskyist Con-

gress, it is necessary to set out the bound-
aries. of what constitutes a proletarian
method of political clarification and what
constitutes.a break with it. All the regroup-
ments that have attempted to block the de-
velopment of the Fourth International after
its rebuilding have revolved around the

Trotskyist-led Minneapolis Teamsters’ strike.

acceptance of the campaign of Stalinist
stander launched originally by the Interna-
tional
France against Michel Varga, a leader of the
1956 Hungarian Revolution of the Workers

Councils and of the International Commit--

tee. In fact, these slanders have already
been prevented from having their desired
effect — the Fourth International has suc-
ceded in building the Polish section of-the Fl
against the slanderers of its Eastern Euro-
pean militants. But the method has not been
defeated. It is a method which even now is

being refined by the Stalinist burcaucracy in -

order to stop the construction of the Fourth
International. It is the same struggle which
Trotsky had to lead against the Moscow
Trials and the slanders against Trotskyism
and the Left Opposition.

These methods have nothing to do with a
deviation from a correct line, but rather rep-
resent a complete break with proletarian
methods. The trademark of the opportunist
regroupments attempted by Healy, by the
OCl and by the SWP has become this break.
The slanders against Michel Varga; Healy’s
attempt to link the American SWP to the
FBI, the denunciation of the Simon Bolivar

* Brigade by the SWP to the Sandinistas, are

expressions of the vilest attacks n Trotsky-
ism by the Stalinist apparatus. Likewise, the
Spartacist League, which has continued
these slanders in the United States, has

“placed itself completely outside the workers

movement. To begin the discussion it is

necessary to break with the Stalinist slan-

ders.

IX.

Communist Organization (OCI) of

The Trotskyist Organization/USA
proposes to the militants of the SWP, and to

all the tendencies in the working class and

the youth who are looking for a.road inde-
pendent of Stalinism, let us launch the
struggle for the Trotskyist Congress with
onc common objective. For a massive
mobilization in the movements of the work-
ers and youth for the active defense and
extension -of the Polish Revolution.

The Fourth International is organizing
this struggle right now in order to build the
new leadership of the lLVOlU(l()ﬂ under the
slogans:

Freedom for Workers Poland
For a New Revolutionary Leadership

Our objective is to base the turn of our
World Party, organizing the revolution, on
the new generation of workers and youth
who are breaking from Stalinism. From Sta-
linism — to the Fourth International: that
must be our goal.

To the militants of the SWP — the re-
volution has begun in Poland. In the
framework of this common struggle, we

will prepare the opening up of the American *

Revolution. This is the means to clarify the
discussion — the struggle against Stalinism
for which the Fourth International was
founded. ’

To the ybuth who oppose the draft and -

war, and to the workers who are ready to
finish with Reagan — the greatest gift to
Reagan would be the crushing of the Polish
Revolution by the tanks of the Kremlin.
This time, the tanks shall not pass!

Rebuild the Trotskyist Party of the Fourth
International in America!

To build the party of the American Re-
volution — defend Workers Poland!

[ ] weekly basis.

[] Solidarnosc

[JGeneral Strike!

Name

& | want to make a regular pledge to the International =
Workers Fund, in order to build the party of the Polish
Revolution. My pledge isfor $ _on a [] monthly,

| want to contribute to the IWF by buymg the button(s)
checked below. All buttons $1.00 each.

[JWe Are All Polish Workers
[JPoland Won’t Be A Czechoslovakia
[[JTodos Somos Obreros Polacos

Address

City/State/Zip

@y/Send To: Truth; PO Box 07066; Detroit, Ml 48207 =
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(Black Liberation Taday)

Terrorist Sta

By FRED VITALE
In the last year, there has been a growing
wave of police terror directed against
blacks. This wave has been developed
directly and indirectly by the counterrevo-
lutionary policies of the Reagan regime.
Terrorist State

““Terrorism™” is something we hear ab-
out a lot these days. The *‘terrorists,”” we
are told, are supposed to be the revolu-

‘tionaries. while the military junta in El
~ Salvador or the British troops in Ireland

are the *‘peace-keeping,”’ ‘‘democratic’
forces.

But these governments are the real ter-
rorists. It is they who exercise the power of
the army, police, courts and prisons ina
systematic campaign to intimidate all
those who would demand freedom, the
right to determine their own future.

The terror unleashed by the US isn’t just
against foreign peoples. In the US there is
systematic terror against the black com-
munity. The imperialist politicians, black
and white. in the Democratic and Republi-
can Parties, would like us to believe that
these are ‘‘misunderstandings,’” or at
worst, ‘‘isolated incidents.”” But a series
of incidents, which form a consistent pat-
tern, is a campaign of terror.
® Ernest Lacey. 22, died in police custody
in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on July 17,
1981. He had gone to the store when he
was stopped by three tactical squad cops
for questioning in a rape case. The cops
claimed a struggle took place. Lacey.
handcuffed, with a cop’s knee in his back
and on the ground, died. -

He was found to be innocent of the rape
charge. The cops were suspended, with
pay (!).

On December 12, charges of reckless

homicide were dismissed against the three
cops. Several demonstrations protesting
both the murder and the dismissal of
charges have occurred.
@ Ron Settles, 21, alocal college football
star. was found hanged in his cell on June
2. 1981 .%n Signal Hill, California (just
outside Los Angeles), after being arrested
for speeding. The cops claimed he “‘re-
sisted arrest.”” and was “*ondrugs.”” Fami-
ly and friends said that the first charge was
completely out of character, and the
coroner, in three different tests, found no
drugs in his body.

An inquiry occurred, marked by a find-
ing of a coroner’s jury that he “‘died at the
hands of another.”” Yet, because the evi-
dence against the cops was *‘circumstan-
tial.”* all charges were dropped. The in-
quiry also turned up an *‘abnormal num-
ber’” of complaints of police brutality in
Signal Hill. : =
@ On December 11, 1981, sixteen-year-
old Columbus Williams was shot by an
undercoyer cop in Gainesville, Florida.
Blacks at the scene said that the cop stood
over Columbus and shot him. Blacks rebel-
led in Gainesville for the next two days,
attacking squad cars and breaking win-
dows.
® A Gl Lynn Jackson, was found hang-
ing from a tree near Social Circle, Geor-
gia, on December 8. The grass under the
body was burned on December 9. And,
although he had injured his leg in a car

~ accident the day before, the coroner’s jury

claimed he climbed 20 feet up a tree to kill
himself. Thus, the authorities concluded-it
was ‘“‘suicide.’’ after the state had first
tried to claim he was murdered by his
family for insurance money (!). A large
protest march occurred against the verdict,
while 400 Ku Klux Klaners marched in
support of it.

@ In Chicago on February 9, 1982, two :

cops were shot to death. For the next
six days, the black community) lived in
a “‘war zone,” according to Jesse Jack-
son,. director of Operation PUSH. Blacks

were harassed, verbally abused,
indiscriminately ‘‘patted down,’’ and
- N TR e e St SRl gl i 29

Cook County Bar Association, which
represents over 600 black attorneys, and
even the Afro-American Patrolmen’s
League (the black cops association),
protested the actions. These two groups
received 190 charges of police brutality

for those six days, Operation PUSH — .

40, and even the Chicago police depart-
ment’s Office of Professional Standards
received 18! (It said it already had “‘a
backleg of cases’’ going back to 1973).

Rights

The terrorist state of US imperialism,
by consistently supporting the cops, en-
courages them to increase this terror.
But most importantly; the cops and the
state which they defend are attempting to
make all blacks fell that they are never safe
and that there is no place to go to be free of
the terror. The state wants to take away
from blacks, in practice, the rights that the
rest of the population enjoy in theory, so
that all rights can be legally taken away in
the future. 5

This campaign of terror has taken a
concentrated ferm in attacks on black
militants who speak out and organize
against the oppression of their people.
eMilitants arrested around the Nyack,
New York, Brink’s truck robbery (see
Truth #140 through #144) have been
beaten and one has been murdered by
the cops. Some are being denied medic-
al treatment and communications with
the outside world. Almost all are black,
and all are declared fighters for an inde-
pendent black nation.
© Mumia Abu Jamal, 27, a Philadelphia

On March 27 and March 28, two events
took place which illustrate the present
situation of the struggle between revolu-
tion and counterrevolution in El Salva-
dor and the need for a new revolution-
ary leadership. =

On March 27, demonstrations called
by ‘‘peace’” and Central American sup-
port groups — especially CISPES, the
Committee in Solidarity with the People
of El Salvador — and backed up by
Stalinism and pseudo-Trotskyism, took
place in a number of US cities.

The Trotskyist Organization/USA and
International Young Guard/USA inter-
vened both-in the central demonstration
in Washington, DC, and in a regional
action in Chicago.

Despite the massive opposition to US
involvement — a New York Times poll
says 63% of Americans are opposed,
with the figure 76% among blacks —
and despite the massive turnout last
May 3, both actions were relatively
small — no more than 20,000 in
Washington, about 1,500 in Chicago.

We reject the conclusion that opposi-
tion to imperialism is limited to a small
minority. There are no facts to support
such a view. Instead, we see the limited
turn-out as a result of the policies of the

“leadership of this movement — who are

the leaders of CISPES, what are they
for. whom are they responsible to? —
which is incapable of mobilizing the
masses in opposition.to the US govern-
ment. <

These demonstrations were called,
supposedly, to protest the fraudulent
US-sponsored elections in El Salvador
the following day, March 28.

These elections present a similar pic-
ture. Only weeks before their occurr-
ence, the government estimated that if
500,000 of the estimated 1.3 million
eligible voters actually-cast ballots, this
would be a “‘victory.”’ Likewise, the

_military dictatorship’s stooge *‘presi-

dent 7’ lase Nanoleon Duarte, stated:

- (pressed in the General Strike in F

te vs. Black People

radio reporter, was charged December

‘16 with the murder of a cop. Jamal was

beaten and is still being held without
bail. The cop that was killed was.strug-
gling with Jamal’s brother-in-law when
Jamal came over to investigate. He was
apparently drawn into the conflict.
Police ¢laim that the cop was shot by
Jamal’s gun but police ballistics have been
unable to prove that true. :
Jamal has been labelled by the news-
papers as a “‘self-avowed revolution-
ary,”” ‘‘radical,”’ ‘*member of a Ras-
tafarian cult,”” ‘‘dreadlocked radio re-
porter,”” all in the effort to justify the

" beatings and arrest, and to build up the

prosecution’s shaky case against Jamal.

Right before this incident occurred,
black poet and fighter Sonia Sanchez
was harassed and threatened at her
home by the FBI in connection with the
Nyack robbery. :

A few days later, on December 21,
Jamal’s brother’s-in-law vending stand
downtown was burned down, while
police stood idly by.

e Lest anyone think these attacks are

confined to ‘‘fringe groups’’ and indi-
viduals, two members of the Communist
Party USA were arrested in Gainesville,

-Georgia, on February 1. They were

forced off an Amtrak train by Gainesvil-
le police after attending a meeting of the
National Alliance Against Racism and
Political Repression (NAARPR), in
New Orleans. Charlene Mitchell, execu-
tive secretary of the NAARPR and her
husband Mike Welch (who is white),
were arrested for **drunkeness’’ and *‘re-
sisting arrest.”” In summing up its case at

El Salvador and the New Leadership

““We are losing the fight with the guer-
rillas in the countryside.”
But then, on March 28, in what the

“imperialist US government, the im-

perialist US press and the imperialist US
observers present as a ‘‘triumph of
democracy,’”’ we are told that over a
million El Salvadorans ‘voted ‘‘against
terrorism.”’ ;
We reject the conclusion that opposi-
tion to imperialism is limited to a small
minority. There are no facts to support such
a view. Instead, we see the election ‘‘re-
sults” as one of the most massive frauds

Evolution. .

This break opened up a whole new
 the class struggle which marked tl
iinence of revolution and counterr
on on the world scale. The Intern
ommittee itself recognized thi
imental advance and assigned itse
sk of building the Revolutionary
ternational as the prelude to the hold
e Fourth Open Conference which
d to the rebuilding of the Fourth In
nal. This new advance of the revol

1d the Prague Spring, allowed

walitative advance of the Fourth Int
pnal. By organizing the revolutid
suth who were breaking from Stali
1 masse, the Fourth International v
ypear once again as the leading cent
ie world revolution, clearly differe.

ig_itself from the pro-Stalinist ten¢

perpetrated since American politicians in-
vented the phrase: ‘ “Vote earlyand often.”’

We are supposed to believe that the
guerrillas are an isolated, violent fringe,
defeating the government only because
of Cuban, Nicaraguan, Soviet, etc.,
etc., aid. On the basis of the “results,”’ the
guerrillas were unable even to keep the
population under their direct control from
voting. =

~
=

the end of the trial, the prosecution said that
the **Alliance’” was what the case was all
about. A motion by the prosecution to ““put
the Alliance’” on trial next, was overturned
by the judge!

They have been convicted of the
charges by a jury of eleven whites and
one black, fined $305 each and given
suspended sentences of eleven months.
The judge openly sided with the pro-
secution instructing the jury, “‘You can
find ‘em guilty on all charges” Under
protest from defense attorneys, he was
forced to change his instructions.

Do these really sound like a string of
“*isolated’’ incidents? No!

The Situation

Why, you might ask, is this campaign
developing now?

Because the black movement of the
60’s was never defeated. And now, as
the Reagan regime tries to settle
accounts around the globe with the
workers movement, with the movements

of oppressed nations and peoples, it

must settle accounts in the US as well.
Furthermore, the reformist leaders,
which US imperialism relied on to con-
trol the movement, are losing all credi-
bility in’ the face of the revolutionary
upsurge marked by Iran, Nicaragua and
Poland. A renewal of the black move-
ment is taking place.

It is this movement, this people, that
the terror of the state is directed against.
The terror of this ‘state will only end
when the black movement, along with
its ally, the working class, takes away
the power from this state and places it
in its own hands.

All this is ridiculous enough, but it is
clear that the ‘‘gorillas™ to whom US
imperialism entrusted the stage-
management of these elections badly
overplayed their hand.

Because not only are we now Ssup-
posed to believe that the population
overwhelmingly rejects ‘terrorism,”” we
are also faced with a surprising develop-
ment: according to the ‘‘results’’ of this
“triumph of democracy,™ a clear major-
ity favors the two most right wing par-
ties and rejects Duarte and his Christian
Democrats! :

Can anyone seriously believe- that the
two most popular parties in El Salvador

are the one headed by what even a for- -

mer US ambassador calls a ‘pathologic-
al killer’” (Roberto d’Aubuisson, re-
sponsible for Archibishop Romero’s

“ assassination) an’d the one that stole the

1972 election from Duarte and was in

power until the US-instigated coup of °

October 1979? This blows the US poli-
¢y of *‘reform’” sky high!

More importantly, the fantastic nature
of the “‘results’ raises another question:

why weren’t the (guerrillas able to dis-

rupt this farce? ° ,

At the very moment of these elec-
tions, negotiations were going full tilt
between US imperialism, Castro, the

- Sandinistas and the El Salvadoran rebel

leaders on the possibility of achieving a
““political Solution.’’ That means an
accomodation to US imperialism, .a sell-

" out of the revolution, and complicityn

trading off Central America for Poland.
Sandinista leader Daniel Ortega is
preaching peace at the UN; Alexander
Haig says that the elections mean that
the government can ‘‘hold out a hand of

conciliation to those adversaries who are .

prepared to take part peacefully in ‘the
democratic process.”’

Doesn’t this mean that part of the
“political solution’’ was for the FMLN/
FDR to permit these elections? S
K.F.
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SWP-YSA Militant Joins Fourth International

We are publishing below the statement of
Jon Zent, a former member of the pseudo-

Trotskyist Socialist Workers Party and of

its youth group, the Young Socialist
Alliance.

Beginning with the CARD Conference

mentioned below, we entered into a pro-
cess of political struggle with Jon, a pro-
cess based on the fight for common action
in defense of the gains and rights of the
working class.

Particularly important in this struggle
was the fight that we made in the Detroit
mayoral elections for a common workers
candidate, a fight the SWP rejected.

Around such concrete cases; as well as
through the fight for the Polish Revolution
and its extension throughout Europe, the
boycott of the Madrid Conference, etc., a
- political clarification was developing.
This development is what the SWP, un-
able to respond to politically, tried to cut
off through the bureaucratic measures de-
scribed below. §

These measures failed. Jon Zent is a
member of the Fourth International. The
fight to rebuild its section in the US, to
exceed even what the SWP represented at
its best, will win many others.

TRUTH

Until the first week of November 1981, 1
was a member of the Young Socialist
Alliance (YSA) and a provisional member
of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP).

On the evening of Monday of that week,
I received atelephone call. C.S., the Orga-
nizer of the Indianapolis chapter of the
YSA, was calling to inform me that: a) the
Executive Committee of the Indianapolis
branch of the SWP had decided to revoke
my provisional membership in the SWP,
and b) the Executive Committee of the In-
dianapolis chapter of the YSA requested

__ my immediate resignation from the YSA,

unless I wished to face an expulsion “trial”
on Saturday.

1 joined the YSA on September 12,
_ 1980, had served as a member of the chap-
ter Executive Commiittee and, at the time
of the call, was the chapter’s financial
director. ,

During my period of membership., I par-
ticipated in several YSA cvents (1980

\

YSA Convention, 1981 SWP Convention.
forums. etc.) and several other political
actions (Indiana anti-draft convention:
National CARD Conference in Detroit:
May 17, 1981 anti-Reagan demonstration
in South Bend, Indiana: Solidarity Day in
Washington. DC; etc.).

Therefore, 1 asked: '*Comrade C--t,

what is the reason for all this?"" | was told
that *‘certain comrades™

of my *“‘backward statements.’’ These

statements (sexist and anti-gay). common ,

to all too many young working class
Americans. had been made several months
before and had been followed up by an
educational discussion, with my meck but

~Recently, 1 attended a forum on
terrorism presented by the SWP in
Indianapolis. *

The first speaker was an older
SWP member, whose speech left a
lot of room for improvement. It
consisted of much anti-Reagan
rhetoric, some quotations from
Lenin and Trotsky and even a
plug for Joseph Hansen’s Leninist
Strategy for Party Building in
Latin America.

The problem was that the
speaker totally ignored the whole
role of capitalist law as a main
weapon of the bourgeoisie. In-
deed, the speaker’s glorification of
the SWP’s suit against the US
Goverment almost gave the
appearance that the greatest
weapon of a socialist against the
ruling class is ‘‘our’’ Constitution!

Along with this, the question of
defending the Nyack Militants was
completely ignored.

During the question-and-answer
period, I asked the speaker to
elaborate on ways to defend the
Nyack Militants and to defeat the
-attack on democratic rights. He
answered: ‘‘Frame-ups are a nor-
mal part of the capitalist legal sys- -
tem.”’ 1 wholeheartedly agree with
that statement. However, it
doesn’t have anything to do with
the question. :

I attempted to point this out,
but the old ‘‘one militant-one

“Real Terrorists” — SWP-Style

question”’ ruie was in effect, with
a vengeance.

After several SWP members
asked questions like: ‘*‘How do we
get more information on this law-
suit?’’, a young Iranian militant
asked whether the SWP viewed
Khomeini or the Mojahedin as ter-
rorist.

After a few minutes of hem-
ming-and-hawing, the moderator,
an SWP supporter, stated the
obligatory pro-Khomeini remarks.
He felt that Khomeini, like Stalin
in the Soviet Union, represented
‘‘a tragic necessity of the revolu-,
tion.”” Also, the Mojahedin’s
‘‘terrorist campaign’’ resembled
an ‘‘imperialist de-stabilization
campaign.’’

If this line sounds familiar, it
should.The Communist Party USA
uscs this type of reasoning to sup-
port Stalinist counterrevolution
against Solidarnosc in Poland.

Indeed, a number of militants
who attended the forum bought
copies of Truth, attracted by
‘coverage on Iran, Poland and de-
fense of the right to revolution.

In conclusion, I'd like to state
that there is only one way to fully
defend the right to revolution in
Poland, Iran, El Salvador, the US
and elsewhere. Join the struggle to
organize the General Strike! The
road is long and winding, but the
destination will be worth the effort.
JON ZENT

objeeted to some.

Defending the Right to Revolution

MetroTimes

¢

* LETTERS — ——

DEFEND POLITICAL
RIGHTS

Your coverage in the past of attacks on
political rights in Detroit has been useful
to those of us trying to exercise those

.rights.

] would like 1o call your attention to a
very critical battle in the struggle to pro- |
tect political rights. Several militants of
the “Weather Underground,” “Republic
of New Africa” and the “Black Liberation
Army” are accused of robbing a Brink’s
truck and killing twe cops in Nyack, New
York, Oct. 20 of last year.

Two defense commlttees have been
formed:

The Coalition to Defend the
October 20 Freedom Fighters
P.O. Box 254

Stuyvesant Station
New York, NY 10009

National Committee to Defend the
New African Freedom Fighters

P.O. Box 1184

Manhattan Station

New York, NY 10027

. A representative of the latter will speak
at our forum at Wayne State University,

SCB Room 277, oni Feb. 13. We urge all

individuals and organizations who want

to defend political rights, who want to

defend these militants, to attend, voice

your support and discuss what we can do
to free them.

Fred Vitale

Trotskylst Organization,

US.A.

DIDN'T REALIZE

In regérd to Fred Vitale’s (Trotskyist
Organization) letter (DMT, Feb. 4-18):.

Dear Mr. Vitale:

I never realized that political rights in
the United States included armed robbery
and murder. Questions:

1. When and how did these rights
originate in the United States?

2. What riglits (political or otherwnse) '
did the two murdered police officers
have?

3. Are these rights included in the

. Constitution and Bill of Rights of other

eountries? Russia? Cuba?

Would like to see the answers to these
questions in an upcoming issue of Metro
Times. Surely others must be curious for
an explanation also. Thank you very
much.

Eric R. Hult
Detroit

NAIVE?

" Mr. Hult's letter (DMT, Feb. 18-
‘March 4) is worthy of a Reaganite prose-
cutor, right down to theloaded questions.

Such a defender of the Constitution, of
the Bill of Rights, seems to forget about
“innocent until proven guilty.” Not to
mention that already twa of those formal-
ly charged (Fulani Sunni Ali, Eva
Rosahn) have had to be released because

‘the government’s evidence was so ob-

viously faked.

From Ireland to Palestine, from El
Salvador to Poland, all fighters against
the existing world order are labeled “ter-
rorists.” After Vietnam, Chile and Water-
gate, after Fred Hampton and Vidla
Liuzzo—isn't it clear who the real terror-
ists are? Is Mr. Hult really that naive?

To defend our rights from such attacks,
we_assert the fundamental democratic
right—the right to revolution. Check out
the Declaration of Independence, Mr.

~ Hult, # says very dangerous things: “. .

when any form of government becomes

destructive of these ends (securing our

‘inalienable rights’), it is the right of the
people to alter or abolishit. . .”

Fred Vitale for the

“Trotskyist Organization/U.S.A.

sincere self-criticism afterward.

More honestly. 1 was also informed that
there were objections to my **political dif-
ferences’” ‘with the SWP. especially my
support for the revolutionary. socialist
reunification of Germany.

Now. Leonid Brezhnev might disagree
with me. but I don’t think that Lenin’s and
Trotsky's theorics of Bolshevik organiza-
tion call for expulsion of any comrades
who have political differences with the par-
ty!

Interestingly. 1 was told that my conduct
as financial director (my chief duty in the
YSA). was “*fine.”" and that it was not the
reason for these decisions. .

Other than this sudden outburst. I was
given no reasons. | had to quit then and
there or face trial on Saturday. Being dep-
rived of my rights according to the Con-
stitutions of the SWP and YSA — state-
ment of the charges in writing at least one
'week before any action, cte. — and with
the next few days completely occupied by
work and school. as well as being stunned
by this completely unexpected attack from
an organization that I still believed in, 1
resigned from the YSA.

After all this, any past faith in the SWP-
YSA's adherence to Marxism and Lenin-
ism and to Trotsky's Transitional Program
was, to put it mildly, weakened.

Over the next few months, in trying to
draw-a balance sheet of these organiza-
tions, and in pursuing common work with
the Trotskyist Organization/USA and In-
ternational Young Guard/USA. I decided
to join the Fourth International.

Inside the SWP/YSA, there are many
other militants with similar *‘differ-
ences,”’ with their own bitter experiences
of the burcaucratic nature of the SWP-
YSA leadership. They arc all asking them-
selves a good question: Where is the SWP
going?

More and more, the answer is obvious:
toward Stalinism. All these militants who
want to take up the fight for Trotskyism
will, I think. have to follow the same path
that I did and join the Fourth International.

Jon Zent
TO/USA
1YG/USA

>

To the left, you will find reprinted three
letters from an “*alternative”’ newspaper in
Detroit, the widely-circulated Metro
Times.

These letters: are useful because they
show the fight-the Trotskyist Organiza-
tion/USA has made against state terror-
ism, in particular, around the defense of
the Nyack Militants. :

_The Metro Times is a publication strong-
ly under the influence of Social Democra-
cy, particularly the current now organized
“as the Democratic Socialists of America -
(DSA), but it docs not acknowledge this
publicly.

Nonctheless, that is why it cut part of
the politics out of our first Ietter, published
the reactionary letter, refused us space to
develop a full response and, indeed, cut
part of our sccond letter. It is not
-accidental that this final cut is the rest of
the quotation from the Declaration of Inde-
pendence: - . When a long train of
abuses and usurpations, pursuing invari-
ably the same object. evinces a design to
reduce them under absolute despotism, it
is their right, it is their duty. to throw off
such government.”’

The attacks on the supposed Nyack “‘ter-
rorists’’ by the real terrorists show precise-
ly the point of this statement. The use of
hundreds of cops and FBI agents in New
York City raids to arrest two more mili-
tants charged with the Nyack robbery, the
torture and kidnappuig of Solomon Brown
from his prison cell in order to get, or
imply the getting of, a ‘“‘confidential
source,’’ are only the latest examples of
this drive toward *‘absolute dcspotlsm
TRUTH




For the Victory of El Salvador

Workers Poland Must Win!

By MARGARET GUTTSHALL

- Opposition to US imperialism’s. attacks

on El Salvador continues to grow.
According to a poll published in the
New York Times, 63% of those polled
‘oppose US intervention in El Salvador
and 17% support the rebels. These fi-
gures are even hlgher among blacks and
workers.

Obviously there is enough support in
the US to finish with US imperialism
and its murderous oppression of El Sal-
vador and countries like it.

Poland’s Importance

But, strange as it may seem, the fu-
ture of the struggle against US imperial-
ism and thus the future of El Salvador
depends not only on the attitude that

youth, militants, and workers take to-
ward them, but above all on the attitude

that they take toward Workers Poland,
the country whose struggle and conflict,
Reagan claims, proves the superiority of
imperialist democracy.

Workers Poland represents a social
revolution and a political revolution —
the expropriation of the capitalists, pub-
lic ownership of the banks, the factories,
transportation, etc., as well as a
rupture and confrontation with the para-
sitical ‘Stalinist bureaucracy which has
been using these gains of the workers
for its own benefit and oppressing the
workers in Poland since 1945.

This working class, revolutionary and
anti-Stalinist character is clear in a re-
cent document adopted by the All-
Poland Resistance Committee, formed
by leaders of Solxdamosc who escaped
arrest: :

Since 1945, our nation has been oppressed
by a so-called ‘‘people’s government,”’
whose responsibility, as that of the people’s
state, was to serve the nation. But in fact,
the exploitation of society testifies to the
wastefulness of their policies, which led to
extreme povery and a deep economic crisis.
This was a result of the incompetence and
dishonesty of the governing apparatus . . .

The Polish nation was justified in acting
against this deviation from the Polish Con-
stitution and the fundamental principles of
socialist development. This cannot be called
counterrevolutionary.

Thus Workers Poland represents a re-
vitalization of the workers revolution
which began in October 1917 in Russia,
not its death knell as the imperialists

“and the Stalinists claim. This revitaliza-
“ tion, which will not be limited to Po-

land, but will spread throughout the
Soviet Union, Europe and the Americas,

is taking place through a rupture with, a
confrontation with and the destruction of

the Kremlin and its international appar-
atus, ‘the national Communist Parties —
the very apparatus that the imperialists
and the Stalinists claim represents the
October Revolution!

American youth, militants and work-
ers fighting imperialism must follow the
same road and break now with the
Kremlin apparatus, the Communist Par-
ties, for, as we shall see, the Kremlin is
trying to exploit the struggle in the US
just -as it has tried to exploit Workers
Poland. :

The Kremlin

The revitalization of the October Re-
volution in Poland has provoked open
splits in the Kremlin apparatus in
Europe, with former Euro-Communists
going over to imperialism and others
trying to regroup around the Kremlin.
The Kremlin’s imminent invasion of Po-
land (see The Fourth International,
#96-97) will undoubtedly provoke
more. Thus the Kremlin is trying de-
sperately to reorganize its apparatus
around the most pro-Kremlin factions

(called the ‘‘pro-Soviets’” in Europe).

In order to accomplish this in Eurepe,
in Portugal, Spain and France, the Sta-
linists have become very militant in
words and have attacked the bourgeois
governments. They have even placed
themselves at the head of a number of
very militant strikes, taking care not to
let them! get out of hand. At the same
time they are-intensifying their cam-
paign against Workers Poland as *‘coun-
terrevolutionary,’’ trying to pave the
way for the Kremlin’s tanks.

They are doing the same thing in the
US.

After doing their best to destroy all
struggle against imperialism a year ago,

-at the CARD Conference and then with_

PAM and its maneuvers, -the Stalinists
and their coterie have decided to resume
activity ‘‘against US intervention’’ and
*‘in defense of El Salvador.”’

This initiative began with demonstra-
tions against an alleged ‘‘imminent in-
vasion of Cuba,”” which, interestingly
enough, coincided with Jaruzelski’s
coup in Poland. It continued with
‘‘teach-ins’’ on El Salvador which
turned out to be nothing but a forum for
Arnaldo Ramos, FDR and FMLN lead-
er. It just reached its high point with the
March 27 demonstration in Washington,
allegedly timed to oppose the fraudulent
elections organized by the US in El Sal-
vador.

In reality, this campaign has nothing
to do with the struggle against imperial-
ism in El Salvador. Let us be clear.
These ‘‘mobilizations’” have not even
begun to involve the millions opposed to
US imperialism: They have not attemp-
ted to do so. They have been strictly lx—
mited to political activists.

They have not resulted in one cent, in
one gun for the Salvadoran rebels. In-
deed the Stalinist leaders have proudly
proclaimed that they are not giving any
aid to the rebels. Brezhnev told Reagan
a year ago that as far as he is con-
cerned, in Europe as Central American
and the Caribbean, ‘‘everything is
negotiable.”” And Castro just sent the
same message to Reagan. He just had a
secret four-hour meeting with General
Vernon A. Walters, former deputy
director of the CIA and architect of US
counterinsurgency in Vietnam. Indeed,
the entire stated objective of these
pseudo-mobilizations has been negotia-
tions with imperialism.

No. This. Stalinist activity, this
attempt to control a mobilization, has
nothing to do with the struggle against
imperialism or defense of El Salvador.
The sole purpose of this campaign is to
divert the attention of the vanguard of
the working class away from
Jaruzelski’s coup d’etat and the Krem-
lin’s imminent invasion of Workers Po-
land and to blunt the impact of the Pol-
ish Revolution on the workers vanguard
and to begin to shape up the Kremlin’s
shock troops for a confrontation with
the Trotskyists, fighting to defend and

-¢xtend the Polish revolution, to organize

the General Strike to bring down Reagan.

Stalinists Attack Poland

For, at the same time, the American
CP, the most ‘‘pro-Soviet’’ of all, has
stepped up its campaign against Work-

“ers Poland. The situation in Poland is

no longer just a tragedy, an invasion,
something to be avoided — this is what
we heard in the beginning of January.
Now we hear; more and more, that
Solidarity is counterrevolutionary, that it
must be crushed. These scabs even had
the nerve to come to a forum allegedly
in support of Solidarity, featuring
Richard Knauf, KOR and Solidarity

Youth in
Gdansk.
Their victory
means El

Salvador’s.

member, and peddle this trash.

Funny. They claim (falsely) that Soli-

darity is backed by the CIA and there-
—fore counterrevolutionary, but Castro,
_who sits down with the CIA, well he’s
just a brilliant revolutionary tactician.
They also offer the churches’ support to
Solidarity as proof that it is counterrevo-
lutionary, but they offer the churches’
support to the FDR and the FMLN as
proof that they are building a really
‘‘broad-based’’ movement.

Needless to say, the pseudo-
Trotskyists are playing a particularly
corrupt role in this corrupt maneuver —
Workers World and the Spartacist
League march side-by-side with the Sta-
linists, trying to lend Trotsky’s name to
the invasion of Poland (does anyone still
wonder why the Spartacist League al-
ways gets so much publicity?), and the
SWP is there too, with ‘“‘criticisms’’ on
the last pages of The Militant.

No. Our differences with the Stalin-
ists and their coterie in the struggle
agajnst US imperialism, in defense of El

Salvador, is not simply a matter of
“‘policy’” — they are for negotiations,
* we are not.

Our difference: is a class difference.
They are trying to use legitimate con-
cerns of American youth and workers,
to cover for the suppression of the Pol-
ish workers, to prepare to crush it.
When this goal is accomplished they
will drop this movement like a hot pota-

to and leave it to lmperlallsm to pick up

the pieces just as they did in Spain in
1936.

It is necessary to reorganize this
movement on a revolutionary basis, to
separate it from this cancerous organism
which is Stalinism. :

With Workers Poland, for a new re-
volutionary leadership!

No negotiations with imperialism!

Toward the General Strike to Bring
down Reagan!

Toward the United Socialist Republic
of the Two Americas! -

Hamburg Rally

This is the purpose of the internation-
al meeting of the youth that the Fourth
International is organizing in Hamburg
— to begin to bring together all youth,
militants, workers, tendencies and orga-
nizations in the workers movement who are
committed to this struggle, the struggle
alongside Workers Poland for a new work-
ers leadership against Stalinism.

There are those who will tell you that
the Communist Parties in the Americas
are not Stalinist, or that in this hemis-
phere Stalinism plays a revolutionary
role, or that in certain instances it is
forced to act in alrevolutionary fashion.

Others will tell you that everything
we have said about Stalinism is true,

but that, nevertheless, it is necessary to
have a ‘‘united front against imperial-
ism,”’ to subordinate our ‘‘differences”’
with the Stalinists for the sake of a
common struggle. In the course of the
struggle we will expose them, or, even,
when they capitulate to imperialism we
will take over.

In reality this line is the centrists’ jus-
tification for their own weakness, a
weakness- which they mistake for the
weakness -of the working class and the
Fourth International.

The latest example of this mentality is
the Socialist Workers Party’s claim that
the March 27 actions represent a ‘‘new
anti-war movement, broader and larger
than ever before.’’

In reality, the days of this “‘new anti-
war movement’’ are numbered. First,
because American youth and workers
have a way of making even pseudo-
mobilizations into real mobilizations as
May 3 and Solidarity Day showed. But,
even more important, this ‘‘new anti-
war movement’’ will never survive the
Kremlin’s invasion of Poland. A section
of it will go flying into the arms of im-
perialism, aghast at the Kremlin’s atro-
cities, like the Susan Sontags of this
world. Others will line up even more -
closely behind the Kremlin.

In a period of confrontation between
the revolution and the counterrevolution
there is no-basis for a movement which
does not take its place at the side of the
revolution.

No. No ‘‘new anti-war movement’’
began to take shape on March 27. But
another movement did. It is as yet still
small, still barely visible, but it is more
powerful than all the others. It is a
movement for a new revolutionary lead-
ership of the working class.

Through the political struggle that it
waged under the banner ‘‘With Workers
Poland, for the revolution! No negotia-
tions with imperialism! Boycott the jun-

ta!’’, the Trotskyist Organization/USA _

made contact with many youth in-
terested in taking the side of Workers
Poland, in building a new leadership,
youth with no stake in negotiations,

many of whom have begun to read
Trotsky, to try to determine for them-
selves what is Trotskyism. Nearly fifty
bought Fourth International or Interna-
tional Young Guard.

The meeting in Hambarg will bring
these youth together, initiate a debate,

_discussion, ‘and plan to build this new-

leadership. All youth and militants who
support El Salvador, who oppose US
imperialism, should take a place in this
struggle.

The future of El Salvador depends

'upon it. To be, independent of 1mper1al-

ism, you have to be independent of Sta-
linism.




