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Boycott South Africa!

WORKERS OF THE WORLD. UNITE!

a statement by Detroit mayoral candidate

Death to apartheld' 35,000 march in New York City.

By BARBARA PUTNAM

As a candidate in the Detroit elections who is running against the bosses
and their parties, I call on Detroit working people to fight to the end for the
rights and demands of the Black majority in South Africa, for freedom for
Nelson Mandela and all political prisoners, for an end to apartheid. The
revolution in South Africa is as authentically working class as the Polish
Revolution. It can awaken the awareness and consciousness of working
people in the United States to the true role of their government and the

svstem they live under.

What is happening in South Africa and
what is happening to Blacks and working
people in the United States are not separ-
ate. They both share a common denom-
inator. namely the instrument of their op-
pression — the system of capitalism and
imperialism, with the US government and
the Reagan administration pulling the
strings. Apartheid could not stand for one
day were it not for the bipartisan support
it has received from the Democratic and
Republican parties for decades. and were
it not in the economic mterest of capitalist
profits.

What is happening in South Africa is an
upsurge of the masses from below, and it
has frightened politicians in the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties so much

that, now at any rate. they are speaking
out against ‘apartheid. An incident that
happened in Detroit shows this, and also
shows how my campaign for Mavor of
Detroit can make a difference.

On August | an anti-apartheid rally and
march drew more than 2,000 participants.
I was there and heard two speeches of two
I was there and heard speeches of several
different Black leaders.

One was Coleman Young. one of the
most prominent and well-known Black
politicians in America. He raised the slo-
gans — freedom for Blacks in South Afri-
ca. freedom for Nelson Mandela — and
then he said. ** ... the same rights for
Black citizens of South Africa that George
Washington fought for in 1776.™
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Evidently. his Honor forgot that
George Washington was a slaveowner

Not surprisingly. Young did not men-
tion any practical steps to take to bring
down apartheid. Young wouldn't. His
campaign “‘war chest” of over $2 million
came from the backing of the same priv-
ileged class that profits from apartheid.

We should use the weapons of the
workers and oppressed in this country to
defend our brothers and sisters in Africa.
Boycott South Afrnica! Death to apar-
theid!

The oppressed Black majority of South
Africa sees a difference between the mass-
es in the United States. and the capitalists
and their two parties. We should too.

For Blacks in South Africa the role of
the Democratic Party toward aparthaid in
South Afnca is like the role of Black col-
laborators with the apartheild govern-
ment. That is why thev demonstrated
against Edward Kennedy when he wisited
South Africa.

And if today we find among us yvester-
day’s silent politicians from the Demo-
cratic and Republican parties. let us never
forget they represent another class. Let us
never allow them to contain the masses in
South Africa or to stop the struggle of
working people and Blacks in the United
States. Most of all let us never abandon the
ways and means of struggle that belong 1o
the working class and let us build a work-
ers party. a party of the masses here in the
United States to lead those struggles.

Boycott South Africa!

Build a Labor Party!

VOTE

BARBARA
PUTNAM

CANDIDATE FOR A
LABOR PARTY
IN THE

"\
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. The Trotskvist Organization is a work-
ing class organization that in all cases de-
fends the interests of the working class

against the bourgeoisie and its agents (the
bankers. big businessmen. bosses: the
army. police. courts; the Republican and
Democratic Parties).

2. The Trotskyist Organization is fighting
to build an independent working class par-
tv. a Labor Party. to fight for the demands
ot the working class against the bourgeoi-
sie and 1ts agents — for jobs. wages. de-
cent working conditions. schools, hous-
ing: for freedom for Blacks. women. all
oppressed: an end to US intervention: for
union rights.

3. We are fighting to build a revolutionary
working class leadership prepared to lead
the working class in securing its demands
by any means necessary — the occupation
ol the factories. the formation of a work-
ing class militia, the seizure of power
through a popular uprising, the establish-
ment of a workers government based on
warkers councils. and the expropriation of
the banks and big business: in other words
. socialist revolution.

4. The Trowskyist Organization supports
the struggle of the Black people. the Ni-
caraguan people and all oppressed people
against US impenalism without condi-
tions. We fight to mobilize the entirety of
the working class i solidarity with them
and to build working class parties to lead
this fight.

We support the struggle of the Polish
workers against the Kremlin bureaucracy.
which oppresses the workers and collabor-
ates with US imperialism in restonng im-
perialist exploitation. We fight to mobilize
all workers in solidarity with them and to
build working class parties to lead this
fight
fi. The Trotskvist Organization 1s lighting
fo buid an open Trotskyist Congress to
rebuild the US Section of the Fourth in-
'&.H‘.u'lf‘l‘!;ll. World Party of Socialist Re-
volution, to lead the working class. We
am to do this by fighting for the interests
class in the mass working
\.Id\\ movement and by traming working
cluss vouth as \wrl\mz class leaders. This

the meaning of Trotskyism and why we
ves Trotskyists.

The Trotsksist Organization urges all
groups of working class vouth. working

cliss womern and workme dass mien that

of the Working

catl our S

want to colluborate m thisstruggle. to jom
the Trotskast Organization and torm

Committees to lead the fight in neighbor-
hoods. schools,  factories  and

Th whi s Ve Is } ki Y
Hose who want to do this shoukd wote

HITIONS

he Trotshyvist Orwanzation

Labor and the Democrats

With the defeat of Mondale. the Demo-
cratic Party has turned more and more
openly against the support of so-called

“special mterest groups.”” in other words.
the unions and Blacks. [n addition. the
Democrats have tumed to supporting
Reagan’s pohu of CIA terronsm and m-
tervention in Central America. At the
same time the Jackson forces in the
Democratic Party which were seen mis-
Democratic Party which were seen (mis-
takenly) by many as a force independent
of the mainline Democratic Party have
been practically silent atter Mondale’s de-
feat.

Immediately  following the massive
march on Washington. D.C.. April 20. the
Democrats voted against appropriations
for CIA activity in Nicaragua. Only one
month later. the House, where the Demo-
crats hold a majority. approved resump-
tion of aid to the murderous ClA-backed
contras. This followed support to a major
foreign aid package of Reagan’s in May.

This virtual stampede ol moderate
Democrats to the Reaganite camp has
been accompanied by the retreat of Jesse
Jackson and his Rainbow Coalition. In
New York Citv. where Jackson received
his largest support. the Rainbow Coalition
will not run a candidate against one ot the
most racist anti-labor Mayors in the coun-
tinn — Mavor Koch.

For their part. labor leaders have. if
anything. strengthened their servile rela-
tionship with the Democrats. Despie
being kicked i the tace by prominent

Democrats and blaumed tor the loss to

Reawan. umon oflicialdom has ¢endorsed
the notion that what workers need is more
compromise with the capitalists. A na-
tional conterence in Bal Harbour. Flonda.
issued a report Ldlhn«' for. among other

votiating harcbones contracts that

It the companies: more leeway i all
aspects of worker compensation

— Unions would proside services und be-
nelizs 1o nen-members. becomimg more

ke government sicies  than workers

argamizations

;s .
— Providing tor associte members who

would have lesser benelits and rights th
full union members
— Using fohbying aetivity

patory organization. meaning union
members would find therr leadership and
the apparatus they paid for even less ap-
proachable.

These new “‘innovative™ ideas are no-
thing but the worst form of deeper class
collaboration. It is the weakness and cow-
ardice of the trade union bureaucrats that
has driven the membership in trade umons
down from 3577 in 1954 to less than 197
today. These new concessions represent an
endorsement of the new plan of the Dem-
ocrats to de-emphasize their relationship
with the trade unions.

The AFL-CIO report says “‘confronta-
tion and conflict are wasteful.”™ and cites
the need to maintain capitalist profits. I
reports, ““American workers ... are am-
bivalent in their attitudes toward unions.”

Following the lead of his mentors in the
Democratic Partyv. Lane Kirkland. presi-
dent of the AFL-CIO. also effectively en-
dorsed Reagan’s terrornist policy in Cen-
tral America by circulating a decree to all
AFL-CIO unions that they must not par-
ticipate in any actions that protest US in-
tervention in Central America. Just as in
the Vietnam War, the encrusted union
officialdom 18 lining up behind imperial-
ism.

But things are different now than then.
Though union oppositions have been
sporadic and inconsistent in their [ight
against official trade union policies of con-
cessions. there have been major \h.:kdlpx
in several key unions including the aui.
workers and the TeamstersFe=lamer.
more than 20,000 workers have been -
volved 1 stikes agamst concessions. Ang
in addition. the Apni 20 demonstration i
Washington. D.C. drew significant trade
URIoN support.

All of this points out the importance ol
building a Labor Party, The betraval of
workers by the trade union bureaucracy
has ;\mdlmd nothing but defeats und new
ailacks on the gains of American workers
i

Heta-

while gnving aid to the racists and ¢
tars of the world, Not only the trade union
themselves need to be renewed with a lresh
tighting leadership. but the working cliss
ity enbirety, orzamized and unoerganized
needs its oW party to erganize its torees

and unite afl th

¢sectors of the class agamst
the bosses .:m! their parties
Itas ume tor a Labor Pargy!
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For a National Strike of Chrysler

The contract between the United Auto
Workers (UAW) and the Chrysler Cor-
poration expires on October 15. Talks be-
tween the union and the company formal-
ly opened August 12. But the struggle a-
round this contract has been going on
since 1984,

The Chrysler contract comes on the
heels of strikes by Teamster car haulers. by
Wheeling-Pittsburgh steel workers. com-
munication workers and other industries
involving more than 40.000 workers. All
of the strikes were directed against con-
cessions.

The profits for Chrysler last vear were
2.4 billion. In 1978 the number of cars
built per worker was 10. In 1983 it was 19.
It was solely from the extra work of the
workers that Chrysler made its profits.

The workers are making it clear that
they want their share of these profits.
Chrysler workers across the country are
demanding: 1) parity, that is. the same
wages as Ford and GM workers (about
$1.25 more an hour): 2) an end to the
blatant disregard for the current contract.
mcluding extensive violations of work
rules. unfair disciplining and speed-up.

Chrysler's Preparations

Chrysler has prepared for this confron-
tatton with the workers in the following
Wavs;

Earher this summer. Chrysler negotia-
ted a contract with Dayton workers con-
tainmg a wo-tiered wage system. New
emplovees will take a 579 cut in wages
and no COLA lor the life of the contract.

At the Sterling Heights Assembly plant
just outside Detroit the local agreement
mcludes drastic reductions in the number

1]

ol Job classifications.

And. m o particularly vicious  plan.

Striking Teamster car haulers in Detroit try to stop a truck from delivering cars.

Chrysler is hiring part-time workers at
$5.50 an hour with no benefits while thou-
sands of full-time workers are on layoff.
At the Jefferson Avenue Assembly plant
in Detroit these workers account for over
109% of the current workforce.

The workers' demands are linked to the
concessions of 1979 and 1981. In elections
held earlier this vear. the incumbent lead-
erships were thrown out in a majority of
the locals. The workers elected slates not
identified with concessions.

This 1s an important factor in the up-
coming negotiations. These new leaders
represent. in some way, the rising anger of
the workers. They refused Chrysler's *of-
fer™ for early negotiations in exchange for
a "‘no strike” pledge. And their re-elec-
tion depends on their success in defending
the workers’ interests,

Local 7

At the Jefferson Assembly plant Local
No. 7 in Detroit. workers rejected the in-
cumbents and clected Wolf Lawrence and
others from the PULL slate that has been
supported by the Communist Party.

The Jefferson workers have expressed
the link between the struggle to win back
concessions and the current contract
round through militant strike actions as
well,

Chrysler has been violating the local
agreement governing work rules and dis-
cipline. Grevances have piled up. There
Was no progress on resolving them until
hundreds of workers showed up for a
umon meeting authorizing a strike vote
over local grievances on Aprif 28.

On May 23 second shilt workers sat
down on the job. an action triggered by
the company’s refusal to pay holiday pas
on time. The entire second shift was sent
home. Sixty workens may tace discipline

for (his action.

This is the second wildcat at the Jeffer-
son plant in a year. Last fall workers
walked out over the unfair disciplining of
a worker.

National Strike Against Chrysler

It is clear that the Chrysler workers are
willing to fight for their demands. But how
to win them? We say:

A united front to win back concessions!
A national strike of Chrysler to win back
concessions and stop the harassment! A
national strike in the current situation may
have to start with a local strike that urges
other locals (in the US and Canada) to join
it. But whatever the form, there is no other
way to win the workers” demands.

The Trotskyist Organization repeats its
call and its committment to work with any
working class organization, trade unicn
caucus, committee or local leaders who
want to win back concessions with the
only weapon that is available to the Chrys-
ler workers — a national strike of
Chrysler. Of course, there may be other
proposals for action. But the main task is
to prepare now for a national strike.

Join with us. It is a struggle in the
interests not only of Chrysler workers, but
the entire US working class.

FM.

Jobs not Bombs!

By FRED MICHAELS

The Detroit Coalition for Peace. Jobs and
Justice is organizing a demonstration on
October 26 with the slogans. Jobs Not
Bombs! Boycott South Africa not Nicara-
gua! Future issues of Truth will contain the
time and place. We urge all our readers
and all working class organizations to sup-
port it.

Jobs Not Bombs!

Young Black people must have jobs. In
the Detroit area. the unemplovment for
voung Blacks is 50 and over 3057 for all
Blacks. The situation will not change with-
out building & movement to impose
change.

We are marching to build a movement
1o stop spending monev on armaments
programs — more missiles. more tanks.
more bombs — while the young people of
this country are not given any serious fu-
ture ol productive work. We say not one
more penny for guns and bombs untl
every single person in this country has a
b a4t unoen wages.
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Bv MARGARET GUTTSHALI

The National Black Independent Political
Party (NBIPP) held a forum on **Violence
on the Black Community™ on July {4n
Dictroit. The speakers at the forum were
Tom Barrow (a capitalist candidate for
Detroit Mavor), a representative of Con-
gressman George Crockett (another bour-
gcois  politician). Cecilia Henderson
Jordan (a relative of Alleane Richardson.
4 65-year-old Black woman murdered by
Detroit police) and Kibwe Diarra (Social-
i~t Workers Party candidate for Detroit
Mavor). Barbara Putnam. a working class
candidate for Detroit Mavor put forward
by the Trotskyist Organization. asked 1o
join the panel. but was not permitted to do
S0,

Almost every single person in the rcom.
outside Barrow. Crockett’s man and their
entourage. was totally opposed to police
violence against Blacks and to the Black
politicians spearheading these attacks —
Young and Barrow in Detroit. Goode in
Philadelphia. etc. The audience applauded
Cecilia Henderson Jordan when she de-
nounced Young for covering up her aunt’s
murder. It applauded her when she de-
nounced Goode for murdering the
MOVE members in Philadephia. It ap-
plauded when she denounced Barrow for
calling for more police in Detroit. when
she said this would lead only to more dead
working class Blacks like her aunt. The
audience applauded Kibwe Diarra when
he said he would eliminate the police en-
urely if he were elected mayor. In fact. the
audience was so favorable to Jordan and
Diarra and so hostile to Barrow. that Bar-
row was finally forced to leave.

Nevertheless, the tendencies present —
primarily the Socialist Workers Party.
which seemed to have a mjzority in the
local NBIPP chapter — tock absolutely
no steps to actually mobilize the masses of
people in Detroit against the racist police
violence and the capitalist politicians re-
sponsiple for it like Young and Barrow.

. * Barbara Putnam spoke from the floor
in solidarity with the Richardson family
and in favor of a common working class
candidate for Detroit mayor to lead this
siruggle in the Detroit elections. She asked
Kibwe Diarra where he stood on this. but
he did not say a word. Even when another
member of the Trotskyist Organization
repeated the question, he remained stlent.
Indeed. this question — why not a single
working class candidate to unite the work-

ine class against the bosses and their racist

ey guestion about
which the panel had absoluteT Tosking 10
sayv. The panel answered every other ques-
tion at length,

However, after the meeting. a number
of people — ncluding Vassie Brame
(chairperson of the meeting). Steve Pol-
lard (militant n the anti-intervention
movement) and Cecilia Henderson
Jordan — said that they thought this pro-
posal was a very good idea. that working
class organizations really should unite and
put up their own candidate against
Young.

SWP representatives. on the other
hand. after the meeting, told us. in indi-
vidual conversations, that theyv did not
think this would do any good. that in any
event the SWP and the TO have differ-
ences and cannot work together on this
question.

But these arguments are no arguments
at all. They are completely ndiculous.

The SWP knows perfectly well that a
common fight on the part of the SWP and
the TO would be far more effective in
mobilizing the workers against Young and
the Democrats in these elections than sep-
arate fights. Everyone knows that. And
that is precisely why the SWP does not
want to do it

It does not want a large mobilization
against Young and the Democrats be-
cause this would bring it into conflict with
its Democratic Party allies in the anti-
intervention movement and trade union
movements ... and with the Communist
Party which supports the Democratic Par-
ty.

‘And this is the real difference between
the SWP and the TO. The SWP places
maintaining its ties with the Democratic
Party and the Communist Party above the
interests of the working class. above the
independent mass mobilization of the
working class against the racist police and
their leader. Coleman Young.

Thus. in no sense. is the SWP's cam-
paign a true socialist campaign because
the fight for socialism in America begins
with the fight to free the working class
from the influence of the bosses. from all
their parties and all their politicians —
Republicans and Democrats. Reagan and
Youneg.

The Trotskyist Organization asks all
working class tendencies that are for a
common fight against the bosses n these
elections. for a single working class can-
didate. to endorse and vote for Barbara
Putnam. Barbara 1s the only working class

CANUIGAICN =

candidate that has campagned for this
policy 1 this election. A large vote tor
Barbara will show workimg class organiza-
11057
sohdarity against HE e
a single working class candidate
three!

Thirteen candidales,
three classes

There are at least thirteen candidates for
Detroit Mavor and sixty candidates for
Citv Council. Almost everyone claims to
be for “jobs™ and “‘rchabilitating the
neighborhoods.™ It seems as though it is
very difficult for a worker to make a
choice between all these candidates.

But if one takes a closer look. he can sce
that while there are thirteen different can-
didates for Detroit Mayor. there are only
three different classes represented.

Coleman Young has the suppornt of the
capitalists in Detroit. Young has served
the interests of the banks and big business
in Detroit for over fifteen vears, since Hen-
ry Ford 11 and New Detroit first financed
him in an effort to put down the unpre-
cedented rebellion among Black working
people in the late 60s and early 70s.

Tom Barrow is owner of the *'state’s
largest minority-owned accounting firm.”
in other words. he 18 a businessman. a
boss.

William Benham. Clifford Brookins.
Charles Costa. Walter Espy. Charles
Gowman. Douglas Mallouk. John Savage
I1 and William Tinsley are middle class or
petty bourgeois candidates. Benham and
Brookins are contractors. Costa is a land-
lord and paint store owner. Espy 1s a res-
taurant owner and teacher. Gowman is a
social worker. Mallouk is a coordinator
for the National Democratic Policy Com-
mittee that wants “*Detroit auto factories
(to) be converted to build . . . laser-tipped
MX missiles ‘to defend against a Soviet
first strike” ..."" Savage is a former elec-
trician who wants to “‘build more prisons

. and add 1.200 police officers.”” And
Tinslev is a toolmaker who says who says
“we're living in the last days before the
coming of God's kingdom on earth™ and
that he wants to *‘try to move away {rom
government-sponsored programs, Into
getting people to help themselves.”

All of the above candidates would like
to be where Young is. a rich parasite on
the people of Detroit. They can only ori-
ent toward the capitahist class, as each of
these candidates has done. some cailing

Our C.
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for more police and prisons, others call-
ing for more business breaks and vanous
scams. and some are cranks calling for
fantastic proposals. like the “Kingdom of
God.™
Kibwe Diarra. Helen Halvard. and Bar-
; am are working class candid-
ates. Each 1s alliliaTed with-a-werking class
organization (Diarra — Socialist Workers
Pariv. Halyard — Workers League. Put-
nam — Trowkvist Organization). each
has taken pan in the struggles of the work-
ing class for some time. and Diarra and
Putnam are UAW members.

On the basis of this class analysis of the
candidates. it is casier {for workers to sce
who to vote for — not for the bosses
candidate. not for a middle class candid-
ate. but for a working class candidate.
Workers solidarize themselves with fellow
workers against.the bosses in the factory.
with neighbors against the police. with
other striking workers and demonstrators
against the bosses and the police. So must
they solidarize themselves with or vote for
working class candidates against the
bosses candidates in elections.

But -which working class candidate
should workers vote for in this election?
There are three. Here the question be-
comes more difficult. It is necessary to
take a closer look at their programs.

Diarra. Halvard and Putnam are all for
jobs. against concessions. against racist
police attacks. against US intervention in
Central America. against apartheid and
for a Labor Party. What is the difference
between them? Barbara Putnam is fight-
ing for an alliance for a single working
class candidate for Detroit Mavor. for sol-
idarity agamnst the bosses in this election.
Diarra and Halyard are not. They are
against this. Each has refused to enter into
a common fight with other working class
organizations in this election many others.

And this is why workers should vote for
Barbara Putnam. Barbara is the only
working class candidate in this election
fighting for solidarity against the bosses.
for a single working class candidate for
Detroit mavor. And as every worker
knows. workimng class selidanty. unity. s
the only way the working class can achieve
anything. from a blow against the bosses
and their candidates n these elections, to
jobs. to a Labor Party. to ... political
power.

Can Barbara Putnam win the election?
Yes she can. Because if a large number of
workers vote for Barbara Putnam it will
pave the way for the unity of the workers

agiinst the bosses i the commng months
and that will be a victory tor the working
class. It will be a victory that evers worker
(and every boss!) will feel. no matter who
s in the Manoogian Mansion.

Barbara Putnam
Candidate for Detroit Mayor
member UAW Local 2071, clerical worker

(Reprimed below is a letter to the Editor of

The Detroit News sent August 21.)

Dear Mr. Linder:

On July 6 an article appeared in vour
paper wrtten by Bruce Alpert about the
Mayoral elections. **Young Files for 4th
Term.” At the end of the article. Alpert
mentioned others. including me. who had
filed. I quote his article: ** ... Barbara
Putnam. a member of the Trotskyite or-
ganization and a ‘working class’ candidate
for mayor ... "

We told Mr. Alpert several times the
correct spelling of our organization’s
name. Trotskyist Organization, but he de-
liberately musspelled it.

Worse than Mr. Alpert’s intentional
distortion of the name was the way he
placed the working class in tongue-n-
cheek quotes.

And this gets to the heart of the matter.
To the Black workers and their families in
Detroit. being part of the working class 1s
no laughing matter. Their accumulated

Selidarity Against the Bosses!

One Workers Candidate for Mayor!

Voue for Barbara Putnam Sepremiber
1!

Reply to Detroit News

labor and taxes and used 1o finance such
projects as the RenCen. the riverfront. the
People Mover liasco and the hke. In re-
turn. the bosses and bankers close thei
plants. move out of town and throw hun-
dreds and thousands of members of the
working cluss into the streets.

Politicians  like Coleman Young and
Tom Barrow are co-opted by the bosses
and bankers to carry out their will. Our
purpose in the campaign for a werking
class candidate for Mavor of Detroit is to
show this.

Your newspaper’s pitiful attempt to
vatke light of the workers™ cause. in a city
that 1s knowp for its militant union history
and legacy of struggle for Blacks and their
rights, has only helped us, Evervday | hear
working people commenting on the
worthless garbage that the press publishes
on their struggles. the distortions and lies.
Now those who have not heard of Trot-
skvists before will know we are on the
same side of the class division they are.

Furthermore. it has long been known in
the workers movement that the epithet
“Trotskyite'" originated with the Stalinists
of the Communist Party who have tried
without success to destrov the ability of
the working class to have independent
parties and who murdered Trotsky in
Mexico to undermine the newly established
Fourth International.

Lastly. if your reporter should call for
an interview, I will refuse to let him inter-
view me because of the class bias inherent
in his reporting. In my book. he’s just
another irresponsible **Alpertite.™

Barbara Putnam

a working class candidate

for Mavor of Detroit and member
of the Trotskvist Organization
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Letters to Truth

Dear comrades.

Two articles in vour Apnl 19 issue con-
tributed to the indispensable discussion of
socialist antiwar work. One. by David
Mark. took to task an article I wrote.
because [ ““defend(ed) the majonty posi-
tion of Socialist Action for *a broad non-
exclusive’ movement.” It appears that
Truth favors an effort to convince the anti-
intervention coalitions and groups to at-
tack the Democratic Party by name and to
build a movement that i1s “‘exclusive™ of
the Democratic Party.

It is impossible for any antiwar activist
to defend the Democratic Party as a trust-
worthy vehicle for opposition to Wash-
ington’s killing machine in Central Amer-
ica. At every chance they get, the Demo-
cratic politicians do their best to help Rea-
gan intervene against the Central Ameri-
can revolution.

On the other hand, most of the 125.000
participants in April 20 probably either
voted for Democrats in 1984 or hoped
thev'd win.

Truth states, “The demonstration on
April 20 represents a powerful and posi-
tive step forward for the workers and op-
pressed ... " You call for “"an open demo-
cratic Conference of the anti-intervention
movement ... open to all participants.”
(Fred Michaels, Truth, April 19, 1985)

How “‘powerful”” would Apnl 20 have
been if built by an exclusive coalition?
10.000 powertul? 50007 1.000?

How “open™ would a conference of
antiwar activists be that invited only peo-
ple who don't vote Democratic? It would
be open to only a few people — most of
whom are in groups that don't even an-
swer each other's letters. Such a “power-
ful”” movement!

Truth suggests that a non-exclusive.
multi<class anuwar movement is a popular
front. But a popular tront is an electoral or
governmenial coalition: the antiwar coali-
tions intenene not in an zlectoral race. but
in 4 bloody international war.

These coalions are no more popular
fronts than were the militias in Spain that
fought Franco. The only difference be-
tween them os that there is no anvil war in
this countn today and the antiwar move-
ment theretore uses strictly peacetul meth-
ods. But it has a big moral effect today on
the battlefields in Central Amenca.

Just as the Bolsheviks concluded tem-
porary alliances with capitalist forces from
ume to unte on military questions. we hisve
no chowe but o make use of divisions

within our ruling class in order to slow
down its war machine. That sometimes
includes standing on the same plattorm
with Democratic politicians and even in-
viting them to share the platform with
other figures who have the support of anti-
war constituencies.

Truth is correct to participate in this
antiwar movement. to patiently contrib-
ute its views. and to promote the idea of a
labor party when activists discuss who to
vote for. (Enclosed is a small contribution
in support of that work.)

Within the antiwar coalitions. however.
a debate goes on every day whether to stay
in the streets in mass (*“‘non-exclusive’™)
actions or to retreat to isolated activities
and legislative lobbying.

You are not part of this debate. Your
voice is needed there.

Comradely.
David Keil

(David Keil is an expelled oppositionist
from the SWP who publishes Forum.)

Editor — What the article in the April 19
1ssues of Trurh suggests is that the working
class forces. unions. left organizations,
stop hiding behind the Democrats with
open-ended phrases like “broad non-ex-
clusive movement.” Trurh did not advo-
cate “‘an effort to convince the anti-inter-
vention coalitions and groups to attack
the Democratic Party.” because it well
understood the point of the coalitions was
to mobilize opposition to US intervention.
What Trurh did fight was handing over the
leadership of the April Action to the
Freeze and forces close to the Democratic
Partv when in tact most of the footwork
and organizing was done by working class
tendencies.

Trizh does believe that working class
forces should act as a front in a mulu-class
coalition. This is articulated in the article
“What is the place of the working class in
a multi=class coalition?” n Truth No. 200.

As for how powertul the April 20 march
could have been i it had been built by an
exclusively working class coaliuon. that is.
a coalition led by an open alliance of the
major working class parues with coordi-
nated outreach to trade umons and the
Bluck and Latino community — we hap-
pen 1o believe that such a coalition would
have been enormoush more successtul.

There 1s a difference berween tailoring
all one™s etfort mto winming the endorse-

mient of personalities. watering down slo-

gans to suit the reactionary notions of the
mainline Demagratic Party. etc.. which
happen to be the practice of those who
defend a ‘non-exclusive movement.” and
building a movement that is based on
work toward masses of workers. vouth.
and oppressed to end US intervention in
Central America. Trurh does not advocate
an “exclusive” policy: it advocates a **par-
tisan”” working class policy.

Truth also thinks that the militias in
Spain that fought Franco were led by a
popular front and that precisely the pro-
blem was not that the POUM fought with
the Republican forces. but rather that it
did not advance an independent working
class policy which separated the interests
of the Spanish workers from the Popular
Front. The analogy here to the Popular
Front is not the coalitions, but rather the
policy of relving on bourgeois and petty
bourgeois forces rather than consciously
working for the independence of the
working class — even if it is necessary. as it
is. to work with forces outside of the work-
ing class in certain situations.

We believe history teaches us that divi-
sions within the ruling class are not favor-
able unless the forces of the working class
are strong and class conscious. Reliance
on divisions within the Democratic Party
and the ruling class to get the US out of
Central America would be fatal tor Nica-
ragua.

Finally. Truth has been an active part of
the debate and the work of building the
anti-intervention movement. For the re-
sults of this work and reports on the con-
crete work we have undertaken we refer
our readers to Truth which contains regu-
lar coverage of our practical work.
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For an open Trotskyist Congress

to rebuild the US section of the Fourth International

Democratic Centralism

For the Trotskyists who fought to main-
tain the continuity of the Fourth Inter-
national and to rebuild it as a world cen-
ter. one of the main gains of this struggle
was the construction of an international
leadership based on Democratic Central-
ism. This Leninist doctrine of the revolu-
tionary party was embodied in the foun-
dation of the Fourth International in

1938, in its living continuity with the Bol-
shevik party. and concretely in its statutes.

When, under the pressure of the war
and the decimation of the Trotskyist lea-
dership, including the assassination of
Trotsky himsell. the Fourth International
emerged from World War IT without a
functioning international leadership. a
struggle was begun to rebuild it. This
struggle was led by the International Com-
mittee of the Fourth International against
Pabloism. a pro-Stalinist tendency within
the Fourth International.

Nevertheless. the IC itsell retained a
“federalist” character. that is, a federa-
tion of national Trotskyist parties. which
it tought to overcome by rebuilding the
Fourth International and implanting itseif
in the working class.

The other major intermnational center
which claims to represent Trotskvism., the
United Secretariat, was formed on the ba-
sis of a reunification Congress in 1963 with
the Pabloites it had fought against ten
vears before. It abandoned the struggle to
rebuild the Fourth International as a
world center zid has functioned for all
intenis._and TITROSES @5 A SUTCESSION of

_—#Txs on a world scale.

Two recent events. the 12th World Con-
gress of the USec and a split within the
Internationalist Workers Party. illustrate
the ditferences between the practice of
Democratic Centralism and the practice
of party building based on cligues. blocs.
and maneuvers.

The TWP is a part of an international
current which split from the USec in 1980
and is led by Nahuel Moreno. an Argen-
une. According to documents that have
been made public by former members of
the IWP. the leadership of this organiza-
tion used slander and physical attacks a-
24inst its own members i order to try to
prevent the tormation of an internal fac-
tion — now known as the Collective Lead-
ership Faction of the ITWP. Since these
documents are public we are not going 1o
revicw them here.

What s important from the point ol
view ol Democratic Centrithism iy that the

charges are made by sincere militants.
some of whom were new recruits to the
IWP, and the fact that the decision of the
“world congress™ of the Moreno current
was to legitimize the existence of two fac-
tions of the IWP based on geographic
“‘territonies.””

While for any disciple of Leninism this
practice would seem almost incredible. it is
not that surprising given the history of
Moreno (see past issues of Trurh) and of
the USec.

The recent 12th World Congress of the
USec is a prime example. As we pointed
out before in Truth, the decision of this
world congress to recognize three factions
of the USec in the United States, the two
oppositions. the Fourth Internationalist
Tendency and Socialist Action. and the
Bames leadership of the SWP itself. was
not only a retreat from the struggle against
Barnes and his anti-Trotskyvism. but was
also a violation of the sixth statute of the
Fourth Intermational:

*In each countrv there can be but one
single section of the Fourth Intemation-
al.”

While these two events illustrate the
particular case of the USec and its origins
as a bloc between the Pabloites and the
American SWP. there is a general confu-
sion among all organizations that claim to
represent Trotskyism on the validity of
Democratic Centralism. But guestioning
Democratic Centralism is a false answer to
the crisis of the Fourth International —
which has been expressed on the organi-
zationat-teTtain by unprincipled blocs. by
policies of slander and physical attacks
against opponents. These latter are the
tactics of Stalinism and the class enemy.
Centralism of a weorkers oroanization
based on internal demoviacy
cause Stalinism and bureaucratism. rather
it is the {irst victim of these dewviations.

Lues o

Today the unions and parties of the
working class are plagued by gangsterism
and burcaucratism.  But. as with the
case of Stalinism, these internal regimes
are designed to block the development of
genuinely revolutionary currents that
want to fight the capitalist class. The or-
ganzational form of this betrayval can be
cither bureaucratic centralism or a party
based on cliques and unprincipled blocs
— but more often than not both forms
necessarily exist side by side. To throw out
Democratic Centralism is to accept the
worst possible organizational regimes,

Centralism cannot be guaranteed by a
“Robert’s Rules of Order.”” but some rules

are more tundamental than others. A-
mong the most important are the statutes
of the Fourth International because they
are based on the necessity of a collective
international leadership and the develop-
ment of strong national parties of the In-
ternational.

The maintenance of a Leninist party. in
line with the program of the Fourth In-
ternational should not. in our viewpoint,
be put in question. When we call for an
open Trotskyist Congress to rebuild the
US section of the Fourth International. we
put the emphasis on “‘open™ in terms of
implantation in the working class. in terms
of the united front and practical alliances
with other parties that can build a basis for
a common understanding of tasks. and w¢
mean, quite naturally, that the tendencies
and forces that will be involved in such a
Congress cannot now be predicted

But we do not consider the question of
the program of the Fourth Inicinaiional,
nor its statutes, nor its nature as a Lenin-
Ist party to be questionable. For us it hus
been a valuable guide and an acquisition
of the Fourth Open Congress rebuilding
the Fourth International in 1976: it is a
strength of our Intemnational that we do
not want to give up.

TRUTH

Socialist Unity

Truth condemns in the strongest terms the
veiled threats made against the organiza-
tion Socialist Unity in the newspaper of
the Socialist Workers Party. The threats
are contained in an articie “SWP con-
demns fraudulent use of party name.”” The
article has the same juridical premise.
characienistic of prosecutors not revolu-
tionaries, as a previous attack on Socialist
Acrion (SA).

L statceanent =f the TAWD ol !

by considering themselves as pm

tions. the expelled oppositionists are ma-
King a “*provocation” and z2iding the po-
lice. This is slanderous. The ract i thic
oppositions are public factions of the SWF
and the traditions of the internationul
workers movement give them the night o
Sy SO,

The organization Secialist Unity was
tormed from a minorty grouping within
Socialist Action. While we have no direct
contact with the orzanization. the Bullerin
in Defense of Marxism states that the basts
ol the group’s decision to leave SA in-
cluded the question of Central America.
the regroupment of the left in the United
States.  and  intemal  organizationa!

practides.
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Global Conflict

South Africa

The State of Emergency declared by the
apartheid government of South Africa has
tailed to stop Blacks from fighting against
this racist government.

The National Union of Mineworkers.
an all-Black union. has called for a nation-
al stnke August 25 if union demands for
wage hikes are not met. White minework-
ers now receive roughly five times more
money than Blacks. The union is also pro-
testing the State of Emergency.

The State of Emergency was an-
nounced on July 20. futercontinenral Press
reports that only davs afier the decree.
50.000 demonstrated for four hours necar
Johanessburg. and that shouts of *‘give us
weapons’ were heard. Street demonstra-
tions have ‘taken place in every part of
South Africa. in regions where unrest has
never been seen before by the apartheid
government.

The attacks of the South African state
police have been vicious and brutal. Entire
Black neighborhoods have been raided.
Houses are searched and any household
member may be considered suspect and
arrested on the spot.

In addition. Black leaders report that
death squads have been operating in sev-
eral parts of the country.

The current mobilizations are much
deeper than those in 1960 and 1976. In
particular, Black workers and their orga-
nizations are plaving a much more im-
portant role. More than | million Black
workers participated in a two day general
strike in the Johannesburg-Pretoria region
in November of 1984. This'was followed in
that vear by several more general strikes.

nly two days before the State of
gency was declared. a general strike shut

down most of the factories of Pietermar-
itzburg.

Support for the African National Con-
gress (ANC), the key organization that
fights apartheid, has mushroomed. and a
new coalition uniting community organi-
zations. trade unions. student groups, and
others has come into existence.

As of August 20 the apartheid govern-
ment’s own figures list more than two
thousand arrested since imposition of the
State of Emergency. Those arrested have
no legal rights to a lawyer or due process.
This same day more than 1.000 troops and
police raided Soweto.

While the fact that the US Congress
voted extremely limited sanctions against
South Africa made headlines, little has

been said about the repeal of the Clark
Amendment. The amendment had pre-
vented the ClA from setting up secret ar-
mies in Angola. The act was repealed with
the support of Democrats, The apartheid
government invaded Angola recently.
October 11 is the day that has been set
for antional anti-apartheid demonstra-
tions in US cities by all major anti-apar-
theid forces.
D.M.

Europe

POLAND

Solidarity leaders. Wladyslaw Frasyn-
iuk. Bogdan Lis and Adam Michnik re-
ceived sentences from 2 to 3% vears for
“fomenting disorder.”” Their crime was
holding a planning meeting for a 15 min-
ute general strike to protest food price
increases.

The severity of the trial is directly pro-
portional to the fear that the Polish Stal-
inist bureaucrats have of the working
ciass. Despite the vicious repression. the
underground movement of Polish work-
ers continues to thrive.

BRITAIN

The Thatcher government, the govern-
ment closest to that of Reagan, suffered
vet another defeat as 48 parliamentary
members of her party refused to support

her bid for pay increases for senior Gov-

ernment employees.

The proposal to raise salaries for her
cronies comes after the refusal of the gov-
ernment to support pay increasesfOr nur-
ses and : . after the govern-
abolished the minimum wage for
persons under 21.

Thatcher's party is now third in popu-
larity behind the Labour Party and the
Liberal-Social Democratic Alliance.

Central America
NICARAGUA

On August 6 over 30 Witness for Peace
members and accompanying journalists
were kidnapped by US-backed conrras.
They were monitoring the attacks by the
contras along the Nicaraguan-Costa Rican
border. They were freed the following day.

This kidnapping comes after Congress
sent the contras a green light for such ac-
tions by approving $27 million in aid. This
kidnapping also comes after threats from
the contras to kill these activists.

SiruY 4 é’{‘

South African miners after strike vote

EL SALVADOR

FMLN rebels attacked El Salvador’s
largest prison and freed 149 political pri-
soners held by the US-backed dictatorship
on July 12. The prison is located only two
miles from the central city of San Salva-
dor.

5397 Salvadoran soldiers have been
killed by the FMLN in the past vear. This
figure matches the government figures for
casualties almost exactly. It represents
more than 10% of the Salvadoran armed
forces.

The Caribbean

GUADELOUPE

After a six-day general strike in the
French colony of Guadeloupe. pro-inde-
pendence leader Georges Faisans was
released from prison July 29.

The Mitterrand Socialist government
was forced to release him from a French
Jail. He cannot leave France and return to
Guadeloupe.

JAMAICA

For the first time in 45 vears, the island
of Jamaica was shut down with a general
strike. Over 200.000 workers were in-
volved. The strike lasted from June 24 1o
June 30.

Prime Minister Edward Seaga. a US
puppet. is experiencing the lowest popu-
larity ratings since he first took office in
1980. His government may be forced to
call elections before 1989 when they are

! constitutionally required.



