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/The 1nvocation of the War Measures ,
; workers of the oppressor nation

Act 1n Canada 1s an attack on the
Canadlan working class as a whole,
and not only on the French-Canadlans
in Quebec, as the followling report
makes clear,

/As can be seen by the reaction of
officlal Washington, the American
rullng class holds 1in reserve a
similar assault on its working
class, is also preparing to deal
with Black, student and working
class militants through open police
state measures, and 1s "educatling"
the public for this eventuallty.

/The attacks on workers and stu-
dents in North America and through-
out the world, have to be related
to the sharpening contradictions of
the world capitalist system and of
Stalinism, As the crisis of capil-
tallism deepens, both the US and
Canadlian bourgeolsle are compelled
to place its growing burden on thelr
working classes, Where there are
speclally oppressed minoritlies and
or oppressed nations, its effects,
such as inflation and unemployment
tend to fall with greater weight

;. upon them, producing a heightened

national and ethnic consclousness
and struggle,

ACTION COMMITTEE of Canada have re-
cognized that the unity of the work-
ing class for the soclalist revolu-

i police

tion can only be forged when the

conduct an uncompromising struggle
for the democratic rights of the

i oppressed nation, national and

. ethnic minorities, including the

i right to national self-determina-
i tlon, 1l.e., the right to separate,
i To the extent that the workers of
¢ the dominant nation recognizes that

such a struggle 1s necessary in

! their own immediate and fundamental
i interests, and carry it out, 1t be-
: comes possible for the workers of

i the oppressed nation to declide not
i to separate, to remain within the

same national state or to achleve

. a federated relationship with 1t
' on_a voluntary basls.

{Natlonal and raclal oppression in

! turn generates acts of individual
‘ and organlzational terrorlsm,some~
i times under a "Marxist"
. with soclallsm as the projected
: goal,
i defending the individuals and groups
: concerned agalnst the repressive

: acts of the ruling c¢lass,
i have always opposed thls tactic on
: two counts,
‘ an elitist substitution of a small
. group for the working class, whose

/VANGUARD NEWSLETTER and the LABOR | gotion

label and

But, while unconditionally

Marxists

It is, first of all,

alone can accomplish the
overturn, In addition, the
only serves to unleash a
terror agalinst the student-

social
tactic
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intellectuals,revolutionists
and advanced workers, and often
plays into the hands of the ruling
class, in thils respect,

/The workers in both Canada and the
US are moving into struggle, are
refusing to allow thelr capitalilsts
to shift the burden of the crisis
onto thelr backs, .The bourgeolisls
in both countries is determined to
overcome thls "obstinacy", to des-
troy the right to strike, to ensure
that a docile trade unlon bureau-
cracy controls the rank and flle,
and to place the unlons under state
control, : .

/Terrorist acts give the ruling
¢class the excuse 1t seeks to mobil-
ize the middle classes and backward
workers for a unlon-smashing police
terror to end "unreasonable union
demands", i.,e.,, reduce the living

3 #*

. standards of the working class,and
i to_"restore law and order".
. /As the report also shows,the con- .

struction of an independent labor

! party in both Canada and the US is
i of the greatest import to the worke-
: ers in their fight to malntain thelr
! living standards,and as a step to-
: ward soclallst consclousness and

i the soclallst revolution.

/VANGUARD NEWSLETTER joins the LAC
in calling for the formation of an
international defence committee,

; and in calling upon the militantsin

the American trade unions to demand
that action be taken in support of
the Canadlan working class, to de-

5 mand the revocation of the War

Measures Act, and the immedlate

Qbrelease of all those jailed under
its provisions,/

3* ¥*

The imposition of the War Measures Act by the Trudeau government 1s a
clear attack on the national rights and aspirations of the Quebec people
and on the working and student masses of Canada as a whole.

In the early morning hours of 16
Dctober, the Trudeau government
through its direct agents,the Cana-
dian Armed Forces,the Royal Canadlan
Mounted Police (RCMP), the Quebec

and local police,began a campalgn to |
{ ment censorshlp,
i ready censored several English

i langusge newspapers outside of

i Quebec under 1ts provisions which
All told, nearly 400 were picked up :
and held under the Act, The majori-
: COMMITTEE,as well as other soclal-
: 1st groups have faced severelimita-
© tlons as a result,

round up labor and student militants
primarily in Quebec and its largest

city,Montreal ,which was being occu-
pied by 10,000 fully armed soldilers,

ty of these are still being held
in secret without legal counsel,
The War Measures Act, which was

instituted following the kidnapping
. uals, has even been considered 11~
Trade Commissioner James Cross and
Quebec Labor and Immigration Minige:
ter Plerre Laporte, gives the gov- !
i of trade union leaders, among them
i Michel Chartrand, president of the
i Montreal executlive of the Confed-
i eratlon of National Trade Unions

of and death threats to Briltish

ernment practically unlimited
powers, Under the Act, which has
completely by-passed Parllament,
detainment wlthout arrest, and
search without warrant becomes the
right of any soldier or policeman
throughout the country, Any poli-

tical group can be outlawed,as was 3
. negotlating table, whlle engaglng

the Front de Liberatlion du Quebec
(FLQ). Imprisonment for up to 5
years can be ordered for any past

5 66,000 workers,
. unlonists are being detained, in-

. or present member, person who con-
! veys mesgsages,or who advocates the
! program or any sections of the pro-
¢ gram of the outlawed group,

Under the Act, freedom of speech
and press become objects of govern-
The RCMP has al-

empowers them to control all means
of communlcation. The LABOR ACTION

Simple opposi-
to the War Measures Act by individ-
legal and has resulted in the Jjail-

ing of more than one person.
- Jalled under the Act,are a number

(CNTU), representing more than
Many other trade

cluding one who was dragged from a

in a labor dispute wlth the govern-

5 ment, Of particular interest was
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the Jalling of key people in the

Montreal civic election campalgn of

the Front d!'Action Politique (FRAP).
FRAP, whilch 1s constituted as a
labor-soclilalist party wlth the back-

ing of trade unions, 1s seen as the!
: down the throats of the Canadian

: working class with the help of the
: Canadian labor movement,
i dlan workers have refused to "coop-
i erate",
{ that they would have no part of the
; government's new scheme for a "vol-
i untary" limit of 6% on annual wage
! Increases,

most powerful opponent of Montreal
Mayer Drapeau, and 1s campalgning
on a program of some benefit to
labor, which also recognlzes the
natlonal rights of the Quebecoils,
Jean Marchand,Federal Regilonal Ex-
pansion Minister,added fuel to the
fire by declaring that FRAP was a
"front" for the FLQ, and by impli-
cation, 1llegal, Although Marchand
later qualified hls statement for
the "record, Drapeau repeated the
slander, and warned in addition,
that "blood will flow" if FRAP wins
the election,

As if the government had not been
granted extensive enough powers to
smash the left in Quebec, police
are complaining that thelr powers
are not broad enough, There have
been public reports of expressions
of approval for "our own liquida-
tion squad--maybe Brazil has the
right idea', BReal Caouette,leader
of the Ralliement Credlitiste, the
powerful proto~fascist party in
Quebec, which has 14 members of
parllament, has called for the
executlon of 10 hostages held under
the War Measures Act, to avenge the
death of Plerre Laporte, whom the
FLQ referred to as the Minister of
Unemployment and Assimilation.

The major trade unions in Quebec
have united in their opposition to
the War Measures Act, The CNTU,
the Quebec Workers Federatlion, the
Quebec Teachers Corporation and the

Partil Quebecois have 1lssued a johﬂ;§

communique condemning the Act, In
Parliament,only the New Democratic
Party (NDP) has opposed 1it, Yet in
1ts "opposition", the NDP proposed
a slightly less stringent form of
"emergency" legislation to deal
with "insurrectionists",

Trudeau most clearly revealed the
true thinking of the government,
when he sald,
the New Democratic Party would ask
himself how much information Keren-
sky had in the spring of 1917 when
he was pooh-poohing the possiblility

"I wish the leader of §

- of insurrection which 1n fact hap-

pened QOctober 1917."
The use of the War Measures Act

{ cannot be divorced from Trudeau's
: so-called "price-wage restraint®

program which he had hoped to ram

The Cana-

They have also indicated

This Act must also be related to

i the amendments proposed earlier this
i year to the Canadilan collectlve

i bargalning act of 1947, which fol-
i lows the general line of the antl-
{ labor Rand Report, and which pro-~
i vides for a labor court to levy

{ fines on millitant unions, which

i permits scabs to be members of

i unlons, and which defines unlons

i as legal entitles responsible to

i the government,

It will not be long before the

! labor movement throughout the coun-
i try will begin to feel the brunt of
: the government's reactionary poli-
{ cles under the War Measures Act

(which has 6 more months to go) or
similar leglslation, The officilsl

. disinterest of the Canadian Labor
i Congress to the events 1n Quebec
i will have to be broken down, and a

common front created between the

§ organizations of the English and

French working classes. The Ameri-

i can workers can play an extremely

lmportant role by having thelr

| unions express their solidarity with

the Canadian workers in opposition
to this Act, in demanding the re-
lease of those jailed under it,and
in helping to organize an inter-

{ national defense committee to ald
. pollitical prisoners and thelr fami-

lies, Among union militants in
Quebec,there is a drive for a gen-
eral strike to oppose the War Meas-
ures Act, Such an actlion by the
working class needs 1ts political
companion,a labor party. The crea-
tion of FRAP 1s an indication that
an independent party of the working
class 1s now found to be an urgent
necessity by many trade unionlists.
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INFLATION AND THE ECONOMY -~ The Nature of the Crisis

Trotsky,in April 1939, wrote as an introduction the the Llving Thought
of Karl Marx, an abrldgement of the flrst volume of Capital by Otto
Ruhle, an essay, now in pamphlet form, entitled Marxism In Our Time,

In defending Marx!s prognosis
that the sharpenling contradictions
of capitalism would result in its
"catastrophlic collapse', against
the opportunist theoreticlans of

"peaceful development",Trotsky made
talist growth was foreseen by Trotsky.

the point that:

"The life of monopolistic capital-
ism in our time 1s a chaln of
crises. Each crisis i1s a catas-
trophe, The need of salvation
from these partlal catastrophes by
means of tariff walls,inflation,
increase of government spending
and debts lays the ground for
addltional,deeper and more wide-
spread crlses, The struggle for
markets, for raw materials, for

colonles makes military catastrophe §
unavoldable., All in all,they pre-:
pare revolutionary catastrophes." :

It 1s as though Trotsky was wrlt-
ing not in 1939 but in 1970¢

But the capltalist '"catastrophe"
which was belng prepared 1in 1939,
was not resolved by the workers in
a revolutionary manner, With the
help of Stalinism,world capitalism
survived the blood bath of the
second World War, but wlith large
areas no longer under 1its control,
The Stalinist bureaucracy was able
to prevent the working class from
leading the masses to the successful
accompllshment of the soclal over-
turn, Instead, the Stallnlist sur-
rogates 1n the East were able to
construct socleties not qualita-
tively differing from the workers!
state in its degenerate form,

World capitallism was able to
achieve, first a re-stabllization
wlth the aid of American imperlal-
ism,and then a new period of growth.

Trotsky was confident that the
working class under the leadership
of the Fourth International would
achleve a revolutionary breakthrough
in western Europe and the political

overthrow of the Soviet bureaucracy;

that the alternative toa socialist

. revolution would be the re-conquest
i of the Soviet Unlon by a world capi-
{ tallsm under fasclst leadership,the
: decline of civilizatlon,
! turn to a new barbarism,

and a re-
But the

possibllity of a new period of capil-
In 1921, reporting on "The World

i Economic Crisis and New Tasks of the
i Communist International", to the

i Third World Congress of the CI,

i Trotsky saild the following:

"If we grant,..that the working
class falls torise in revolution-
ary struggle,but allows the bour-
geolsie the opportunity to rule
the world's destiny for a long
number of years,say two or three
decades, then assuredly some new
sort of equilibrium will be estab-
lished. Europe will be thrown
violently into reverse gear, Mil-
lions of European workers will die
from unemployment and malnutriltion,
The US will be compelled to re-
orient itself on the world market
reconvert 1ts industry,and suffer
curtallment for a considerable
period, Afterwards, after a new
world division of labor 1is thus
established in agony for 15, 20
or 25 years,a new epoch of capi-
talist upsurge might ensue,

" But this entire conception 1is
exceedingly abstract and one-sided,
Matters are plctured here as 1if
the proletariat had ceased to
struggle." (First 5 Years of the
CI, Vol, 1, p. 211)

Trotsky'!s conception could not

' help but be "exceedingly abstract"

in 1921, The preclse development
could not be foreseen, But hls mas-
tery of the Marxist method enabled
hinm to understand the possible paths
of development,even of a path which
he could only concelve of as a log-
1cal construct at that time,

The masses did not cease struggl-
ing,but the Bonapartist caste which
was shortly to come to power aided
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by 1ts international apparatus,did
succeed in handcuffing them, 1in
leading them back under the yoke
of capitalism, "Millions of European
workers did "dle from,, ., malnutrition®
and from war, The US did "reconvert
its industry...",did "reorient it~
self in the world market,,.", "a
new world division of labor,.."was
established "in agony",with the US
at the center, "25 years" after
Trotsky's prophetic words, and "a
new epoch of capitalist upsurge"
did ensue,

Although the point at which quan-
tity turns into quality 1s one of
the most difficult determinations,
we belleve that thls upsurge is now
at an end, that it began to turn
into its opposite in 1968,and that
the eeonomic downturn will prove
to be "catastrophic',

. We cannot, however, foretell the
manner in which it willl unfold,
World capltalism is still, and has
#ince 1968 been,precariously bal-
anced on the edge of a preciplce,
As we have shown, all indlcations
are that it has lost 1lts balance,
is in the process of falllng. Can
it still manage to teeter a while
longer? Will it immedlately and
directly fall into the abyss, or
willl it manage tocling to the sides
for a time as it goes down?

The complexlty of the capltalist
system makes any preclse projeetion !
extremely difficult, While the
Keynesian techniques of manipulating
money, credit and taxes have lost
theilr "magic",they can stlll exert
an effect on the American economy.,
Within a world capltalism in crisils,
countries such as West Germany, ‘
Japan and Italy have experlenced an
economic expansion since 1968, But
here also, the growing inflation,
the falling off of economlec growth,
and increasing unemployment signal
the end of the expansion,

The exlstence of a bloc of non-
capitalist states also affects the
capltalist cycle,

The degenerate and deformed work-
ers' states are no longer subject
to the production and financilal
crises of capitalism, Soclilalizatlon
of the means of production,a plan-
ned economy and the monopoly of

. forelgn trade are the fruits of the
{ October Revolution, Despite Stalin-
; 1st mismanagement, and its growing
i threat to these conquests, they

i 8t1ll survive,

The Soviet bureaucrats are able

: to boast with validity that "their®
i economy has not been subject to the
! world-wide inflation.
: law of value continues to operate

i In--not a "socialist" but a tran

: Sltlonal economy between sociallst
: and caplitalist,and which still can
: move in elther direction--while

i exchange takes place on the basis

i of the labor-content of products,

i this law no longer determines in-

. vestment,does not regulate produc-~
{ tion,and is,therefore, not subject
! to the fundamental contradiction of
. capltalism, between the expanding

! productive forces and the capitalist
i rate of profit.

While the

The Soviet market 1s now belng

! eagerly investigated by leading

. caplitalist countries, who are also
i investing in the construction of

i productive facilitles,
i Sovlet economy becomes increasingly
i incompatible with 1ts bureaucratic
! caste, with state planning which

: results in increasing economic dls-
i proportions,inefficiency and waste
: as the
i rate of Soviet economy has drastlc-
: ally fallen in the past decade.

But the

economy grows. The growth

Funds for future expansion are

i becoming less avalilable, The long-
i term credits which the Soviet Unlon
i requires,1s just what crisis-ridden

capitalism cannot afford,

The productive forces are lncreas-
ingly clashing with capitallst and
Stalinist controls. The "catastro-

§ phe" being prepared 1s already
: visible in the radicalization of

youth, the struggles of the specl-~
ally oppressed minoritiles,the grow-
ing working class struggles, the
upheavals in advanced and under-
developed countries, Capitalism now
destroys the material foundations of
human exlstence,the "ecology", and
threatens a nuclear "catastrophe",
Only a revolutionary leadership
can opren the way to the soclalist
future. Without it, humanity 1is
threatened, not only with a return
to barbarism, but with extinction,



- 96 -

ELECTORAL POLICY AND ECONOMICS

Once agalin American voters are faced with the task of selecting can-
didates to represent them in national and state government,

Marxlsts have had to conduct a

two-g8ided struggle against sectari- §

ans and opportunists on the proper
approach to and use of the elec-
toral machinery.

They have had to combat, on the
one hand, those with a syndicalist
orlentation, who oppose the use of
parliamentary bodlies as platforms
for agltation and propaganda, who
cannot understand that 1t is neces-
sary to conduct a fight there to
link the immedlate interests of the
working class to the fundamental
need to overthrow capitalism, and
on the other, the soclal-opportun-
1sts, who seek to amellorate the
injustices and lnequalities inherent
in capitalist society via the elec-
toral machinery, who hope to fill
the capitalist forms gradually
with "soclalist" content,

Politics 1s one of the elements

of the super-structure which is more

directly responsive to changes in
the economic base, It is from thelr
interaction that we view thls and
every election, to determine the
psychology of the worklng class
and other classes, and to pose the
political program which we belleve
wlll best advance the revolutlonary
consciousness of American workers,

In 1964,the American economy was
riding high, Keynesian manipulation
of taxes and credit seemed to assure
the ruling class of a new golden
age, an enduring "prosperity", the
abolition of crises and their con-
comitant soclal convulslons.

The expanding economy was reflect-
ed in the mood which pervaded all
classes, and which was 1n turn re-
flected in the 1964 election returns
which saw Johnson defeat Goldwater
by one of the largest percentages
of the popular vote in modern
American hilstory.

Four years later, the euphorlc
outlook had disappeared, The Repub-
lican party, represented by Nixon,
who campaligned on a conservatlve
platform, was able to defeat Hum-
phrey, the presidential candidate

of the Democratlic party. Wallace,
at the head of a raclst and reactione
ary movement,who had alarmed the
politicians of the two main parties
of capltalism by the receptivity
of hls "message" to white, and in
particular, white "blue-collar"
workers, was held to 13.5% of the
national popular vote, and to vlie-
tories 1in only southern states,

The shift in the voting pattern
reflected the increasing dissatls-
faction with the expanded involve-
ment in the Vietnamese war, the
galloping inflation and rising taxes
to which it directly contributes,
and with the increasing social un-
rest, with the "breakdown of law
and order", 1i.e,, the increasingly
militant struggles of the Black
people for an end to thelr specilal
oppression,which had been manifest-
ed inuprisings in large cities, in
demands for an end to police bru-
tality, for jobs, housing and edu-
cation,and in the radicalization
of the youth, in militant student-
campus actlions,

The Anerican government,which had
used its unparalled post-World War
II economic strength to maintain the
dollar as a currency which could be
converted into gold at #$35 an ounce
~--during a period when world prices
of all other commodities tripled--
1s now finding that the uneven de-
velopment of capitalism has produced
rivals who can compete with it in
the world market,in producing goods
at a lower price, in invading her
domestic market and in displacing
her in foreign markets,as the ratlo
of imports to exports,the so-called
balance of foreign payment testli-
fies., Inflation is rising 1n the
US and is transmitted throughout the
world as a result of the deficilt
financing, and the resulting ex-
pansion of money and credit, which
1s required to pay for the US role
of world gendarme, and to keep the
economy at a high plateau in a
world economy which has begun to
turn downward.
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The unending war in Vietnam, now

in all of Indochina,becomes an in-
creasingly intolerable burden on
the economy, 1Its effect on the
-economy and in radicallizing the
youth has split the ruling class,
has caused a sectlon of 1t to oppose
1ts contlnuance, and has made 1t
one of the most unpopular wars in
US history. Nixon!'s "peace" dema-
-gogy about withdrawing American - .
troops, while helplng increase the

size of Salgon's army,must be seen ;

1n thls context.

In these clrcumstances, the "war
against poverty",which the Johnson
Adminlistration and the liberal wing
of the capltalist class had pro--
claimed could be nothing but wind.

Many white workers, faced with
deteriorating standards of living,

fed propaganda about'"welfare state" ?

spending by conservative and racist
demagogues,who also boost "defense!
spending to protect "our way of
life" in Indochina ahd elsewhere,
and who also understand the tide of
rising militancy among the Black

and other specially oppressed minorim :

ties and youth as a threat to their
security and living standards,
were won to the "hard" pollcies of
Nixon,with a sizeable section drawn
toward the even '"harder" policies
of a Wallace,

The Democratic Party, had been
able to malntailn itself from 1936
on, as a "popular front" coalition
headed by a section of the bourgeol-
sle,the so-called liberal wing who
directed 1ts policles, with organ-
ized labor, the Black, Spanish-
speaking and Jewish minorities,the
liberals, intellectuals and the
political machines marching behind.
The coalition managed to survive
into the '60's, as leng as the ex-
panding economy could still afford
economlc concessions to all its
components, With the slowing down
of the economy,and the turn toward
recession, the coalltion went into
crisis,

But the inflation has also required
the workers to fight for the main-
tenance of thelr living standards
against the capltalists and their
labor-stooges, to reject sell-out
contracts, has also resulted in a

é»choose between the "liberal"
‘eratic Party, which they hold res-

sharp increase in the number and. .
militancy of strikes since 1965,
In the past two years under the
Nixon Administration,inflation has
not abated,despite lnitlally "tight-
er'monetary and credit policles,
while the recession has resulted
in an over-all unemployment rate

. in excess of. 5.5%.

Using the tradltional: ruling class .
pollcy of divide and rule,the Nixon
Administration, on the one ‘hand,. .
introduced the "Philadelphia Plan"
to pit Black against white workers
in constructlon, while on the other,

f galning the support of the more

backward and racist of the construc-
tlon workers for the genocidal war

| in Indochina, and for antl-Black
. and anti-student "law and order"
¢ policies.

Because the: militant trade union
traditions of the American working
class evaporated under '"New Deal®
tutelage with Stalinist help and in
the post-World War II economic up-
surge, because of the lsolation of
the "left", of the soclallst move-
ment from the organized working
class, the fallure of the revolu-
tionary socialists to build a base

. in the existing labor movement,be-

cause the workers,who are concerned
to keeyp theilr living standards from
being eroded,have not yet been won

éﬂfor independent working class poli-

tics,the 1970 elections promlise to
see increasing support for more con-
servative and right wing demagogues.
All election polls testify to the
apathy of the voters, who have to
Demo-

ponsible for the involvement in
Vietnam, for unleashing the infla-
tlion, for not upholding "law and

g,order". and the Republicans whosge

electloneering against "radlcal
lawlessness" and “"radical-literals'",
has not made the workers absolve
them for the continulng inflation
and for the rapidly increasing un-
employment, In these clircumstances,
more workers are paying greater at-
tention to the siren song of the
Buckleys in the more conservative
parties,who promlse to cut "welfare
state" but not warfare spending,to
decrease taxes, end inflatlon, and
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crack-down on "criminals" and
"trouble-makers", 1,e., Blacks
students and revolutionists,

The 1970 election returns will
bring added proof,that an indepen-
dent party of the working class, a
labor party, 1s an indlspensable

step at this Jjuncture, not only to:
end thelr support to the twin par-
ties of capitalism, but also to
point out a real, i.e.,, a class
road of struggle for the maintaln-
ance and improvement in their stan-
dard of living, Without 1it, with-
out a viable alternative, as the
world crisis of capltalism worsens,
as the capltalists try to solve the
soclal contradictions at the expense
of the working class,as the social
fabric is rent by sharper struggles, :
in the ghettos,on the campuses and
in longer and more militant strikes,
the more backward workers will be
drawn in increasing numbers to re.
actionary, pre-fascist and then to
fascist “solutions",

Those "revolutionary socialists"
who reject the labor party slogan
as "parochial", who can only con~
ceive of a labor party based on the
trade unions as a vehicle for labor
bureaucrats, who abandon thelr re-
sponsibility to struggle within the
trade unions for the political con-
tent that an independent party of
the working class must have,demon-
strate that they have falled to
understand that the same working
class which 1s today backward, 1is
belng propelled into class struggles
and is more and more,and especlally
1ts less aristocratic layers, becom-
ing receptive to class and soclalist :
politics. But the next step forward :
will not be toone of the minuscule
socialist parties,but to an inter-
medliate,a transitional organization,
a labor party, within which the
soclalists can fight for a class
program,

VANGUARD NEWSLETTER has called
for the building of rank and flle
caucuses,which will unite the white
and Black workers on a class strug-:
gle program, in the fight against
the specilal oppression of minority
workers within the context of a
struggle for the immediate and fun-
damental interests of all workers.

i working class orientation,
i long ignored serlious work in trade
i unlons, 1n the organized working

i class, In the struggle agalnst the
: Indochinese war,1t promotes class-
i less anti-war coalitions and adapts
i to the popular front policies of

i the CP,
i in this 1ssue, while it still for-
! mally retalns the labor party plank
i in 1ts electoral program,it has 1n
: reality abandoned 1it,
{ an opportunistlic adaptatlon to

! every petty-bourgeols "third world:
: nationalist movement and panacea,

i apart from, over and against the

i working class, as we have shown.

. It 1s on the foundatlion of these
; caucuses,that the labor party slo-
: gan must be understood,

The only "left" alternatives on

. the ballot are the Soclallst Workers,
! Soclalist Labor and Communist party

candidates,

But the CP is running 1ts candi-
dates, not as spokesmen for the
soclalist cause,but rather to pro-
mote 1ts popular front "anti-monopo-
1ly" coalition in support of the

: 11beral bourgeolisie and its candl-
i dates for "peace" and for reforms
i which are acceptable to them,

We
belleve that socialists who use a

i class criterlon cannot support its
i program or the candidates who pro-
i mote 1t,

As to the SWP and SLP, the plat-

i forms of both partles pose the
i 1ssue of socialism,

However, the SWP has abandoned a
It has

As we Indicate elsewhere

It has made

The SLP maintalns a sectarian

| policy of demanding that the workers
i abandon their existing unions for

pure and revolutionary 'socialist

{ industrial unions",while also man-
i aglng to sow opportunist lllusions
: about voting out the ruling class
: "democratlically" and in a "ecivil-
i 1zedn
i policies toward the organized work-
i ing class is matched by an equally
: abstentionist policy of avolding

{ involvement in the rising struggles

manner, Its abstentionist

of the Black and Spanish-speaking

: workers, of women and youth,

We believe that the perennial

. candidates of the SWP and SLP can
{ have little if any influence on the

(continued on p, 101)
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IC COURTS UNITED SECRETARIAT

The national secretary of the Soclallst Labour League, Gerry Healy,
in behalf of the International Commlttee of the Fourth International
(IC) has proposed discussions with the United Secretariat of the Fourth
International (USec) "centered on outstanding political differences and
directed toward the holding of a Jjoint international conference."

(As his statement reprinted in the
"Bulletin” of Sept,21lst made clear,
Comrade Healy did not inltlate "pro-
posals as such for unity", but did
intend serious discusslons,and was
not engaging ina "factional maneu-
ver .over unlity" ‘

Cde, Healy belleves that the
"favorable objective situation®,
e.g.,"the working class of Britain
and W Europe is moving toward open
class conflict and into revolution-
ary politlcs on a scale never before
experienced by’ our movement,..",

thereby requiring the two bodles to

determine through- such discussions
"whether or not some advancea could
be made along thils road.”

In addition, both organizations
are "thrust more and more into the
bitterest struggles agalnst the
counter-revolutionary forces of
Stalinism and soclal democracy...,
the bullding of mass revolutlonary
parties 1s wilthin,,.reach in a
number of important countries,..",
and "there are now serious forces
on both sides that want to have
the discussion",

Cde, Healy proposes "the fullest
and frankest discussion on all dis-
puted questions",and 1s opposed to
the evasion of any "lmportant poli-
tical difference".

To enable dlscussions to proceed
in"a "comradely" way, Cde, Healy
announced his readiness to "enter

into mutual agreement' to have them §

take place "internally within our
respective organizations", and no
longer in the "publlic press"

The USec reply, carried In the
Oct, 5th "Intercontinental Press",

amplified 1its earller statement in |
1t had pointed |

July. At that time,
out that the IC proposal "stands
in strong contrast with the slander-
ous attacks.../by/ the SLL and OT
/Organisation Trotskyste/..."

agalnst their leaders,and the "sys- |
tematic refusal'u;engage in common :

by imperialismor Stalinlsm,.."
: had then also concluded that "unl-

‘greaﬁer since 1963",

! war movement!'";

é actions 1n Britain and France,even

in defending victims of repression
It

fication is not a realistic perspec-

E tive",because of the sharp pollti-
: cal differences which exist between
! the two organizatlons,

trident tone,

i the {Sec charged thé IC with dlsre-
aﬂwgé
i the depth of the political and theo-
i and whether these have been lessen-

i or owin

_—ns~___£ZL_,_JLJ££§éEE£é;E_E&&alﬁﬁaz
belleves these differeficés~-~mani-

Tested In two interrelated areas:

(1T characterlzation of the two

“S1d6s from a class standpoint;
(Z2) specific D tical and ti-

cal 1ssues"--tn_have been "growing

ent to defer the second area
"for another time", the USec has-
tened to 1temize its grievances con-
cerning IC "characterization",e.g.,
"the SLL had charged the SWP with
having 'capitulated to imperiallsm!
and with having 'sold out the anti-
it had identifled
the SWP as "'the left wing of the
radical middle class'" and "'no
longer a proletarlan tendency'";

i 1t had made similar "allegatiggg"
agalns annon; for
g anfﬂﬁcompromislng struggle against

Pabloism and the SWP as the "fser-
vants of the class enemy!"; it had
made threats against those clrcu-
lating Hanson's pamphlet, "Healy
TReconstructs' the Fourth Inter-
national",and had followed them up
by a physical attack on one of its
supporters;it had slandered one of
its leaders as "'1n the pay of the
Bollvian government‘" ete,, ete.
The USec then demanded,in effect,
that the IC issue a public retrac-
tion of the "slanders" as a condi-
tion for discusslons, and that its
leaders also state thelr "political
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reasons for changing" their opinion
toward 1it.

The exchanges between the IC and
USec offer many useful lessons for
the revolutionary Marxists in the
struggle against opportunlism and

rif:sionism.

Assuming that Cde, Healy was com-
pletely sincere in hls proposals for
discussions,that he was not simply
engaging in "a 'unity' maneuver",
as the USec believes possible, and
that he was trylng to clear a road
for revolutionary politles, it is
still abundantly evident that the
organizational step he proposed,
could not resolve the political.
question at issue,the political and

organizat 1 defeat of Pablolte
revisionismJ Because the organiza-

tional approach did "dlisregard" or
at least, minimize the "depth of

the political and theoretical 4if-
ferences",as the USec was qulck to
announce,not only was the overture
bound to be fruitless,but also tend
to restore or preserve 1llusions in
some "Trotskylst" opportunist lead-

ers and organizations,to politically E

weaken 1f not immobilize members
and sympathlizers of IC sections,
How could the projected discus-
slons have achleved "advances...
along this /unity/ road" in build-
Ing "mass revolutionary parties®"?
By an agreement for a present revo-
lutionary direction which ignores
the culpabllity of a section of USec

leaders for the opportunist policies f

of the past? Even if an approach
of this kind was possible, and all
indlcations are to the contrary,it
would carry the seeds of a future
debacle. As Trotsky has pointed out

in Lessons of October and elsewhere,g

the revolutionary party is required
to place 1ts political capital on
the scales at the declsive revolu-
tionary moment. But just at that
moment,an accumulated layer of con-
servatism in the leadershlp tends
to hold it back from the revolutlon-
ary leap 1t must take, iIf

ments c¢f conservatism in e party
~-which 1s in reallity a form of
opportunism~-predominate,they will
cause 1t to falter, to forego the
revolutionary opportunity, to ruin
1tself and its cause, everything

the ele—f

build,] The "mass revolutlonary

; whl:EJ}t has labored for years to
? d
y

par requires a leadership in

: which the confidence of the masses

1s not misplaced,

Cde. Healy is correct in pointing
out that the problem of wmiting the
working class under revolutionary

; ‘leadership 1s becoming increasingly

acute, as the workers everywhere
engage in helghtened struggles
against theilr capitalist rulers., The
confusing assortment of "revolu-
tionary" parties, self-identifled
Marxists,Leninists and Trotskyists,
often with programmatic polnts in
common,acts as an obstacle,tends to
keep the workers from the Leninist

ing class party.

t:g justifies his overture to the
Pabloites on the grounds that "our
movement" has never beheld so un-
precedented a working class upsurge,
But "our" movement does not begin
with Trotsky's struggles against
the Stalinist bureasucracy. Cde,
Healy,who emphasizes the continuity
of Marxism, and the importance of
the flrst four Congresses of the
Communist International for revolu-
tlonary strategy end tactics is well
aware that the international Commu-
nist movement under Lenin and Trotsky
was faced wlith the same question
on an even larger scale,of a work-
ing class "moving...into revolution-
ary politics". But they developed
the tactic of the "unlted front" to
deal with the opportunist leader-
ships, not Cde, Healy!s tactic of
"discusslons" which take place "in-
ternally within,,.respective organli-
zatlons", which are shlelded from
the "public press", and which can
promote or eserve 1llusions in
opportunistsj

As we ha often pointed out,the
united front of working class organi-
zations against the ruling class was
based ona unity in action,on speci-
fic issues which advanced the work-
ers! immediate and fundamental in-
terests, which enabled the revolu-
tionlsts to convince the ranks of
the correctness of thelr program and
of the superiority of thelr leader~
ship,and to expose the opportunist
leadership and program, Our approach
to other radical and socialist for-
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mations of "discusgsion, debate and
unity in action" 1s an application
of the united front tactlc on a
smaller scale,which does not make
the slightest concession to oppor-
tunist organizations and policiles,
and without a moratorium on publlc
criticism, as does Cde, Healy,

The Pabloite USec, which has and
will continue to avoid political
discussion and debate with revolu-
tionary socialists at all costs,was
able to attack the IC for its 're-
fusal to engage in common actlons
..." To the Pabloites, "commo
B¢ AR s U T A S I ALY meaﬁ?"““““%ér

allsts,S alinists and to themselves
T experiences with the WL,
whose major actlon slogan seems to
be "We will hawve nothing to do with
...",also indlcated that it and the
SLL do not understand, and cannot
correctly apply the united front

tactlo when and if they attempt 1t, |

so as to cut the pollitical ground
from under the opportunists,

t perhaps there is a substantive :
basis for IC-USec discussions after ;

all? We have on a number of occa-

slons pointed to the unresolved ele-
. Wag_occasloned,

They have :

ments of Pablolsm in the political
line of the WL and SLL

they encourage the 1lluslon that :
Arab peasant-guerrilla nationalists

are achieving a soclallst revolu-
tion, They have yet to serlously

analyze and attack the North Viet- 2

namese Stalinist and NLF program

which betrays the Vietnamese Revolu- *

tion., The WL ls now making an
opportunist adaptation to the SWP

reality abandoned for class-less

Black and Chicano "peoples" parties, !
It seems to have made an empirical
turn in its approaches to the speci- :
ally oppressed minorities,but with-

: out re-examining its theoretiecal

! misconceptions in thls area, e.g.,
i 1ts rejection of Trotsky on the

{ Negro question,its refusal to rec-
i ognilze that the Black and Spanish-
: speaking peoples are speclally

i oppreseed mlinorities who, together
! with women in general,are subjected
i to super-exploitation in the work-
i place,
. that the Black Panthers and Young

. Lords organizations have a soclalist
: outlook, and that the recent NYC

i riots were led by prisoners who

i ldentify with these
: as revolutionists,

! previous sectarian-opportunist poll-
i cles are transformed into the oppor-
{ tunism of a different order,

It has at last recognized

ganizatlons
But now, its

Its
"Bulletin" nqw\avoids;ﬂl”or ticlsm
ese’organ zavions o a revo-
Qéa'cbnsf?feﬁfmﬁarx—
t EEHSUCECEEHEE

o com at the elements of petty~

5 bourgeois nationalism and opportun-

ism which are united to thelr socl-
alist outlook, and which has made
them susceptible to the opportunist

5 policles of the Communist Party and

International 8ocialists, (See VN,
July 1969, Black Panthers & Fasclsm)

Jt.is.nok. pregluded, ﬁm%i_om
that the ovegture o the Pa 1o;tes

’;var&' ‘*i*“"ém A

ot by a mistaken
concEPLIsH, a o e‘siaeafo»gan Za-

B [ i

T ‘zggéghism;“or as

F 'ﬁﬁhﬂf Ganenver in the Twar! ﬁgf...

; Zainst Pabloism" %“?“%EQ 1e common
MEALE 1N, the yﬁ _‘f"b“‘ﬁfj, arid"U5ec

lines

; ELECTORAL...(continued from p, 98 )
in calling for electoral support to !
its candidates on the basls of the !
. SWP labor party plank--a plank whieh
it still retains in the fine print ;
of 1ts program,but whlch it has in :

working class. However, 1in the
absence of any serious independent
working class candidates,let alone
an independent working class party,
we recommend that our readers vote
for the candidates of elther party

in preference to abstention without
illuslons that elther is a step to-
ward real working class politics,
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TROTSKYISM TODAY - The Split in the SWP Left Tendency by Harry Turner

Is it worthwhile "bothering" about "anclent" factional and organlza-
tional "squabbles" within the SWP and other ostensibly revolutlonary

organlzations?

We belleve that an examination of
the interacting objectlive and sub-
Jective factors can provide Marxlsts
with useful lessons in the struggle

for the Leninist and Trotskyist van- §

guard party--and not least, in 1il-
luminating personalities who present
themselves today as leaders,
Illusions in self-appointed, in-
competent and opportunist leaders
and thelr policies, can prove an
insuperable barrier for the working
class,in spite of the most promis-
ing revolutlionary opportunities.
Our seriles,therefore, performs a
needed political hygilenic function,
Those who try to conceal past
"mistakes",to distort the truth to
promote thelr "revolutionary" or-
ganizatlons, are in reality, ex-
pressing an elitist attitude which
can only negate real soclalist con-
sciousness in the working class,
From thils standpoint, a revolu-
tlonary soclalist is bound to treat
the views of opponents wlth complete
- scrupulosity. It is impermissible
to abstract phrases from context to
gilve them a meaning contrary to
thelr author's intention, or to
deliberately omlt passages from
quotations which have an important
bearing on the matter in question,
Part 5 of Wohlforth's seriles,
"What Is Spartacist", quotes at
length from the letter written to
Gerry Healy by this writer on Jan.
10, 1969, The same letter was also
referred to by James Robertson in
an exchange VANGUARD NEWSLETTER
printed in 1ts February 1970 issue,
As we demonstrated then, Robertson
quoted a sentence "out of context
in an attempt at 1dentifying the
L's views on the Negro question
as our own'",
But Wohlforth also violated the
integrity of the letter by giving

his readers no inkling that between :

the paragraphs quoted, other para-
graphs, perhaps not to his lilking
were also present,

Thus, while quoting our affirma-

tion that a "re-assessment,,.re-
quires...a close look at two turn-
ing points, the original split /in
the SWP/...in 1962, and the exclu-
sion of Robertsen at the London
Conference of the IC in 1966...",
he omlts any indlcation of an inter-

vening paragraph in which we informed
g Healy of our objectlon "to certaln

of the tactics used by the Wohlforth
group against the Robertson group',

. while both were still inthe SWP.

Agaln after citing our finding

! that Robertson bore the major re-

sponsibility for the "original
split,..in 1962",and his "exclusion
...1n 1966",no0 reference is made to
a short paragraph which informed

Healy of our objection to "the forms

chosen to disclose Robertson's
essence" in 1962 and 1966,

The tone of the letter also re-
flected the circumstances in which
1t was written, At the tlime, we
were still exchanging politlcal

views with the leaders and members

of the WL, in attempting to con-

% vince them of the validity of our

positions,and in particular,that a
Leninist party could not be bullt
in the US through passive sdaptation
to white chauvinlism, We worded

our letter to Healy diplomatically,
but also reglstered our organlza-
tional and political agreements and
disagreements with the WL and SLL.

As our examination of intra-ten-
dency and later struggles will show,
petty-bourgeols egoism, malice and
heavy-handedness can play a disas-
terous role in politics, 1in this
instance on the vital question of
the construction of a Leninist van-
guard party in the US,in the corner-
stone of world imperialism.

In our "re-assessment" of the
split in the left tendency, we
stated that Robertsonts differences
with the IC were not of a character
which required him to break with 1t.

One could infer from the eager-
ness of the Spartaclist League to
make the records which bear on the
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split available in "Marxist" bul-
letins,that Robertson is motlvated
by a masochistic need, if 1t were

also not evident that he is either g

unaware of or believes that his
protestations mask the clear evi-
dence that his entlire course led
to a break with the IC.

All the bleating by Robertson and
his friends about violations of ten-
dency democracy,cannot conceal the
fact,except to political unsophis-

ticates--a fact which emerges from '

the correspondence and documents
which the SL itself circulates--
that they were unwilling to subor-
dinate their oversized egos to the

needs of the international movement, |
i played into hls hands,

Both Wohlforth,despite an occas-
sional extravagance,and Gerry Healy,
on the contrary, emerge as the
principled parties, who whatever
personal factors were involved were
concerned to conduct a serious
struggle for revolutionary politics
within the SWP as a vital part of
the world Trotskylst movement,

The internal perspectives docu-

Centrism of the SWP and the Tasks

of the Minority",which precipitated | .
i tendency by not recognizing the
i fact that the leadership was "cen-

i tristn,

the break with the IC, has not a
word to say about the relatlonship
and responsibility of the tendency
to an internatlonally organized
struggle.
narrow.
the immediate tasks of the tendency
within a national framework. Not

in the US, comprlising a few dozen

members at best, was directly con- :
: which was justified on both tactleal
i and political grounds,also resulted

nected to parties, to the SLL in
England and to the then-named

Organigation Communiste Internatin- :
aliste (OCI),which represented thou- :
. Robertson could attack with Justi-

sands of Trotskyists 1n their own

sections, and who in addition, had :

the responsibllity for organizing
a struggle in the other national
sections of the world movement,

Instead of attacking the Robertson-

Ireland document for its narrow
parochialism however, Wohlfortht's
answer was restricted to the same
national framework, He instead

attempted to find a class basis for é
the sharpening differences through :

a speclous argument about the work-

% majority. ,
i of the tendency to his slide 1n the

Its focus is myopic and !
Its tactics are limlted to !
{ might still be won for revolutlonary
i politics,when eve
an inkling exlsts that the tendency !
i the reluctance to "make premature

ing class nature of the SWP'cadre,'

§ which had by then become badly
i attenuated,

, The class basis did
exist, but Wohlforth did not pre-
sent it at that time,

Robertson gave expression to the

§ moods of petty-bourgeois impatience
: and instabllity,of personal rancor
i and plque in the face of the unprin-

clpled organizational methods of the
He was able to win most

struggle because of its poor compo-
sition,its high proportion of stu-

§ dent-intellectuals. Unfortunately,
; the tactics pursued by Wohlforth and
: Healy, not only falled to expose

Robertsonts "essgence" but instead

Quantity had already been trans-

i formed into quality, reluctant

i though Wohlforth and the IC leader-
i ship were to recognize that fact.

| The SWP leadership,which had shown
i unmistakable signs of the Pabloite
{ Infectlon earlier,despite its con-
¢ tlnued recltation of "orthodox"

§ Trotskyist formull, had succumbed
ment by Robertson and Ireland, "The :

to t ase with the Cuban revo-
lution hlforth and Healy only
stre hened Robertson within the

that its direction was in-
creasingly opportunist, by trying
to preserve 1llusions that a section
of the leadership, "the Center",

new development

proved the opposit This unclarity,

characterizations of the Centerm,
in an ambivalent attitude toward
the leadership by Wohlforth, which -

ficatlion as "concilliatory".
However, the struggle within the

i SWP and on the international plane
i required,along with a clear under-

standing of the nature of the lead-
ership, a serious struggle to win
the membership. It was necessary
to combat the growing intransigence
of Robertson and his coterle,which
thelr tactlics in the SWP and 1ts
youth organlization reflected, in
posinz the tendency agalnst the
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organ1Zation, instead of as an
alternative leadership for it,

The increasingly unrestrained fac-
tionalism which could and did result
in actlions which the SWP majority
might have utilized against the.

national and international tendency, :
: meant delaylng the inevitable con- .
. frontation between tendency and
! party organizationl
i might have been galned to enable

was in fact a "split perspective"
~even if those who held it were only
"partially aware of, or not aware
at all", as Wohlforth stated, (To-
Ti:d the Working Class, 10-2-62)

.The controversial
statement prépared by the IC.
_ug%E;en“@y comrade H Iy‘ﬁTEEEIL
act in consultatIEﬁ‘WIfﬁ"EEEEfb
comrades of the BritIsh SLL end also .
of the Fremnch IC group", were the
ollowing: the—teridéen ente

the "Cen , that—
ited front where

main instrument for the réallza-
tlon oclalism in the United

Statessytvad Work eg "IoYal party
members,..", as "peopl ‘
’responslbIE“?E?‘tHEIf—%Egggi??ﬁ;
that-ttrot—make "pre @gxg_§g§ggg-
) elss an abe n at the
majorlity "not be described as a

e

8 re on the g wing" in the §
mmxr@mﬁ%ma“
] n :; tzect

: Healy pointed out,

—TINnIshed centrIst tendency in the

That tendency members must "acce t :
hese ¢ rema "members

e way as e Pa and

—of—the tendency™,
T T¥ue, the IC statement contalned -

political formulations with which

he was not asked to agree, but to
accept the conditlons. As Robert-
son well knows, the members of the
party of Lenin and Trotsky were
never required to agree with all
provisions, but were required to

ccept the program and carry it out.

obertson and his friends reacted

as petty-bourgeois nationalists,
Thelr complaint, in essence, was
that "outslders" were dictating to
the "inslders", who alone had the
right to decide on ers which
concerned their "t

Would acceptance of the IC!'s con-
ditions have ruined the struggle

; had not helped prepare,
Robertson could not agree. However, .
: Robertson withan 1deal weapon,which
i he used for hls own organizational
. purposes,

: nature of the disagreement. ‘
{ Unfortunately, we will often see

: within the SWP for the international
: revolutlonary party,let alone have
i constituted a betrayal of principle?
{ Nelther the one or the other{ T
i contalned illusions about the nature
i of the "Center",

They

Some formulations
were erroneous., But acceptance only .

Valuable time

the tendency to win SWP members for

E revolutionary policies, Had Robert-

son been concerned with advancing
the principled struggle instead of
his ego,he would have accepted the
- conditions,convinced his co-think-

i ers to do the same,and as a minori-

ty within the 1nternationa1 tendency
fought for better policies,
Instead, and as our letter to

"By splitting with the IC,he dld
“in fact, as you have stated, ‘
- strengthen the SWP revlsionlsts,
who were able to out-maneuver a
disunited left opposition, and
close off the minds of many of
those in the SWP, who might have
been reached by us, In additlon,
many waverers,who e been
¥ a united left opposition,

eca € confused and demorallized,

uggle entireI_;"

But what of the "forms" which
Healy chose? By attempting to re-
solve the political question in an
organizational manner, in the form
of a statement which the tendency
and which
could not be altered,Healy presented

and to obscure the real

utilization of narrow organiza-

cal tasks,

- Several months after the spllt in
the tendency,Wohlforth!s 1lllusions
about the SWP leadershlp were to be
expressed in an anti-Robertson
organizational maneuver which served
only to discredit Wohlforth,

(to be continued)

é tional aiffoaches to solve politi-




