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Editorial

Events in Vietnam have taken an interesting turn. Tke moves
to open negotistions should not blind anyone to the fact
that the war proceeds with undiminished vigour, The Ameri-
cans 8till bomb targets wherever it suits them, and the

Li beration forces are still engaged in battle in the South,
The basic issues involved have not changed, although the
balance of forces involved may be moving decisively in
favour of the Vietnamese, This last point 1s now under-
lined by the riots in the U.S.A. whicH/Thst how vulnerable
is the American position. At a time when the United States
is faced with grave crises, a whole section of the
population demonstrates its wholesale opposition to the
interests of the U.S. government,

At the same time the National liberation Front of South
Vietnam displays its growing streng%b and mobility. The
muen vaunted drive to free Khe Sanh acheived little from
the U.S. point of view- theN.L.F., had already moved its
forces into position near Hue.

For us , whilst developments may be encouraging, there
must Pe no relaxing of effort in the strugzle to build
the movement of solidarity. On thecontrary we must do all
in our power +to assist the Vietnamese strugzle. Below we
give details of our participation in this years Easter
March and urge all our supporters to participate,
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Easter March 1968

Assemble Easter Monday at Acton Green
~Turnham Green station, at 10 a.,m..,or 12 noon at the
Hyde Park Exhibition site. The V.S.C. banner will be out
on the Monday, Before Easter, volunteers are needed to
make flags and banners, and on the march itself to sell
flags and literature. Our main effort is on the Monday,
but volunteers are nceded throughout the four daye, The
V.3,C. van should be ftaken as thr point of reference for
activities on the march,

Volunteers ; please contact V.S.C. 8, Toynbee S5t. El. 247 9845,




FROM THE PRESS by GEOFFREY CROSESICK It

A reading of the British press during the last few weeke would leave one . signi:
r with the strong impression that three fronts had now been cpened in the Viete refug
nam war.And the excesses of hysteria would lead one to the conclusion that of ha
the largest,the most violent and the most dangerous was in this countrys.iet, el gt
amongst all the xencphobic horror ~"Tariq Ali Go Home" hendlined the London sey d
Evenine News —came numercus sane ond ealm voices of support for March 17the the A
The most ingenious ecame from Graham Greene in two well-timed letters to The in an
Times,The i rat linkedl Grosvencr Square and Warsaw,;argued the necessify at the ¢
times for force to be deployed to confront an ummoving yetb hated structure, bedng
and surely it is betver if that viclence iz plaamed in advancesie closed the }
Ath a quote from a Warsaw paper condemning the Polish students.Five days ion ¢
1ater he sent a second letter to The Times she was confused by Tory,Liberal
and Labour condemuations of student viclence,and made a mistake in his last proc]
lotter."The quotaticn I attributed to a Communist paper attacking the riots accel
5 Warsaw was in fact drawn from a Daily Telegraph leader atfacking the riots Sadg
in Crosvenor Square.FPlease forgive meeI am sure you are as confused as I am." of tl
Brillisnt and effectives foro
A second particularly elooquent voice was that of O.H.Parsons,also in a
letter to The Times.For him,everyone has gone crazy in reactiones against unve:
March 17theSurely,he asked,"British lebour,trade union,democratlc working - Viet
class history is one leng record of strest demonstrations and general uproars eoul
<esThe vhole history of the fight for Eritish freedom is littered with de- To n
helmeted policemen and batened demonstrators.” in f
Thicugh all the guestions,all the distortions that coloured the press cov- anyt
erage of March 17th,the War continued,though less fully reported.For the presr used
heve it is going through a less interesting phase;that of NLF consolidation any®
and 1.S. efforts to retrieve some ef the position lost In the Tet pffensivee
But as Cavin Young reported in the Mﬂ,“"ﬁetcong winning the other war", has
the battle for hearts and minds.Johnson has lost that mars"Once 1t sounded a Voo
fair proposition over a dry martini in a Government villa in Saigon.Perhaps e
there was even n flicker of hope for it a year or two ngo-But not nows".«"In iy
the Delta,ns elsewhere in Vietnam,the Vieteong have the initiative almost o
everywhere."To Youngsit wns cartain that the image of the Snigon regime had i
been destroyed beyond repair."It is one thing,and not pleasant,;¥o have your i
l house destroyed by the Avmy if the Vietcong occupy itsIt is another to have :;-IZ
it 1ooted by the Army even if the Vieteong are not in its" .
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It is in S~igon thnt the new Adsillusion :Ath the Thiem regime is srpocialdy

. significant."As you telk in halting translation to the families (in Snigon
et refugee centres),as you gradually pierce their reserve.s.you hit a grest wave
t of hatred.But it is not for the Vietcong ~they barely seem to ncknovledge thein
at, existence." wrote Harold Jockson."It is for the MAmericans,vhose rockets they
on s=y destroyed their homes.It is for the Government,inextricsbly associnted with
@ the Americans.And it is for the army,vhich has its ovm refugee families housed
g in another part of the school and which gives them so much better supplies than
et the civilians get." Mark Prankland sav the most likely result of the methods
a, being adopted to cope with the housing probl em,in vhat is alresdy the city with
ysed the highest population density of any city in the world,as being "the construct
ion of little betier than shanty torms."
al In fact,Fred Emery concluded in the Sunday Times,the placrds in Saigon
ot proclaiming "Who burnt homes?Who killed the people?The Viet Congl"are just not
ta accepted by the population.Maybe it wns the cyclo-drivers.lMost of those 1L.,000
iots | Saigon workors are off the streets;it is snid,according to Observer,that many
" of them were really Vietcong in disgulse (sic),~nd the Saigon security

forces are taking no chances.
Meanwhile,in an episode thnt Froud could surely have made much of ,LBJ
unveiled the new C-5A Galaxy -the biggest plane in the world, Tor eargo use in
VietnumeIt is 82 yards longsIf used for tourists it would ecarry 8ili Maybo they
AT could use it to clear Vietnam of people?And F111A is introduced into Victnem.
To no-ones surprise.The real surprise vill be for the Americans in Khe Sanh,if
in fact their comp is not undermined with enemy tunnels."No matter how stupid

00 T anything is «es we use it.If some country hills says he has a grdgot that he
rese used to hunt foxes with,and wants to try to find tunnels,I say go ahesd.l try
" anythings."snid the Khe Sanh base commander.A far ery from FlllAs,.
E Finally,the third of the frents that I referred to,that vhich it seoms
= has sppar zntly just been opened in the USA.The real front there hng,of course,
{ been open some time -it conteins draft resisters, the blnck power movement,
5 and the Dow protesters.It doesn't contain disillusioned idealists or White
;n House aspiring opportunists.Bveryone vill end the war;Nixon,Kemnedy,MeCarthy,
even Rockefeller,and he isn't even running.But,to the British press,pclitics is
a vhat politicians do,and this is a new front in the wnr.Sometimes they do val-

unble things;there could be few clearer exposes of the US position than Senator
Church’s clear destruction of the US justification of the war,confronting Rusk

with his own information in the Senr~te Foreign Relations Committos.
But watch young Kennedy;he's going places.




THE 'ZUNCH uUp'
or The Pattern of Protest

V.5.C. has been subjected to & great deal of criticism, in the
press and from organisations who have "ecome along with us," about
the militency of Sunday's demonstrations. On the issue of
Vietnam it is obvious that all other protest channels have reached
an impasse , since enormous numbers of people (particularly the
young) have joined our already massive backing. We have, since
October 22nd, made it clear that the V.B.C. Ad-hoe Committee 1is
an umbrella movement, covering all shades of opinion and protest.
Nobody is compelled or expected to support militency - all that
is necessary if violence breaks out is for those who disapprove
to retire from the scene !

iet us face the fact that what happened on Sunday is part of a
well-known pattern of protest. The Suffragettes were finally
provoked into violent action due toc utter cynicism and the dis-
regard of their peaceful protests. When a member-of the House of
Iords asked one «f the peaceful demonsirators, "Do you agree with
the vielent behaviour of your friends ?" he received the reply,
"When we spoke seftly you did not hear us." The people of Eire
found thet notice was taken of their complainte and demands when
they raided the stock of the N.Irish farmers. The militancy of
sunday's demonstration was - 88 the Morning Star said in its leader
on Monday - due to the fact that “"yMr.Wilson' & refusal to dissociate
from President Johnson's war 1s rousing people to fury."

We have recently seen a demonstration of about 300 women againet
the war in Vietnsm. This was described as "quiet and impressive"
and was even “"enjoyed by the police." Aren't these Women aware
that hundreds of us in V.8.C. and similar protest erganisations
have been doing this sort of thing for years in an endeavour to
reverse the general world trend towards widespread war, and against
immoralities like Vietnam. Our marches and demonstrations did
produce some results, but the degree of indifference on the part

of the rest of the population has enabled this Government to gno
shead and back American aggression in Vietnam.

The people who express their disapproval of militancy to the B.B.C.
and the press (and the attitude of the press generally) are largely
+hese who are afraid, and have cpted for "regpectability and
conformity" in a world which is underneath terrifying to them.

They want mcre and more "]aw and order" to bolster up a civiliz-~
stion which is based on explecitation and genocide and is cracking
hefore their eyes. Writers, artists and politicians who would
prefer to express their criticisms of injustice in reasoned
argument and illustration are compelled to use other methods.
Pages of Swift and Tuther are quite unprintsble even now because
they were forced to shatter the easy, lying language of the day
into the basis earthy vulgar idiom of or#iinary people in corder to
show up the emptiness and insanity of their time. Wilkes (the
darling of the masses - hundredsg foilowed his cocach when he was
brought to the court) was eventually found guilty of libel after
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describing the King'e speeeh as 'false'. When teld by the Judge

W1 fear, Mr.Wilkes, that you will die either of the pox ar en

the gallows", replied, "That will depend, your Lordship, on
whether I embrace your mistress or your politice." Yet his ecticns
zaused the collapse of the much-abused general warrant and gave the
press entry to Parliamentary debates. Ieuny Bruce, in his night-
club acte, when he criticised our subsidized mealy-mouthism that
paseses a8z wisdom, and urged people to move towards sanitiy and
compaseion, used this same method. He was, of course, hounded to
his death.

Most of our young pcople are disgusted with the world- they have
inherited, and since they are intelligent and can sce its vast
votential for the good of mankind, are not csncerned about the
disapproval ef unscrupulecus, unintelligent or fearful members of

the public. If this Government centinues to refuse to diesscciate
itzelf from the immorality and utter cruelty of the American
presence in Vietnam, then this will continue to be a rallying

ppint for every kind of protest. The Americans have now threatened
the use of nuclear weapons: hence the militancy of the demcnstration.

Marjorie Holt.

MAERCH 17th -An important footnote.

It is not necessary to dwell at any length on the question of
police behaviour on March 17th, Anyon'e who was there musgl
have seen countless instances of the police assaulting
demonstrators, often in a most brutal fashion, Photographers,
whether amatuers or of the press , appear to have been singled
out for exceptionally severe treatment, for the crime of
taking pictures of the police at work,

In most cases the victims retired to nurse their wolns

in silence, Others were arrested, and charged with assault!
Few however have gone so far as to fight against this sort

of thing., However we have been asked to appeal for information
on the case of Tom Appleby who was separated from the
Nottingham contingent with whom we was marching . According to
our information he was standing dressed in & blue guilted
anorak, on the gzass holding a camera in a new leather case
when four policeman rushed from thecordon ,one shouting

"Lets get this one", They then dragged him on his knees

behind the cordon to a bus, kicking and punching him on the
way. He is about 5'9" dark, and was wearing "aideboards".

He was subsequently charged with assaunlt.

fe would be pleased to hear from anyone who saw this incident.,







