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PRG CALL NIXON’S BLUFF

Their

‘ We have always stressed two funda-
mental and interlinked guestions, the
one military and the other politicals
the retreat of all U.S. troops and
those of the foreign countries in the
American camp, and the guestion of
the administration of South Vietnam.

The withdrawal from South Vietnam
of all IS and 'allied' troops is the
crucial guestion for the peaceful
settlement of the South Vietnamese
problem and the fixing of a specific
and speedy withdrawal period is an
urgent and immediate requirement for
terminating the war and settling the
other relevant gquestions,

On this subject the Provisional
Revolutionary Government of the
Republic of South Vietnam (PRC) has
put forward proposals both logical
and constructive. In our B-point
peace plan of September 1970 and in
our 3-point declaration of December
1970 on the subject of a cease-fire,
we stated: should the American govern-
ment agree to withdraw all its troops
and. those of its 'allies' from South
Vietnam before 30th June, 1971, a
cease-fire would be immediately intro-
duced between the People's Libera-
tion Armed Forces and the Aserican
Army, and the parties would immediat-
ely begin to discuss safety guarantess
during the US withdrawal and the ques-
tion of the freeing of captured mili-
tary personnel. We have thus given
proof of the greatest flexibility in
our readiness tc discuss a reasonable
withdrawal period, on which the Amer-
ican government can make an alterna-
tive proposal if it does not accept
our own deadline.

To éstablish peace and assure the
South Vietnamese people's right to

self-determination, an administration
must be formed in South Vietnam repre-

senting all social groups and all
Sical and Agion its of
ST298 to create such an administra-

tion it is first necessary to form
in Saigon an administration exclud-
in;s Thieu-Ky-Khiem, and which seeks
peace, independence,' neutrality and
democracy. The PRG is ready to begin
discussions with such an administra=
tion to arrive at an agreement on the
formation of a provisional coazlition
government, This government would
organise really free and democratic
general elections permitting the pop-
ulation of jouth Vietnam to decide
its future political government with-
out any foreign interference.

(Madame Binh then refers to the large
support throughout the world, espec=-
ially the USA, given to the FRG's
peace p:oposal's.)

Anti-Communist Drum

However, the Hixon government ob-
stinately maintai ggressive
colonial position. uses all kinds

* of manoeuvres to clozk its intention
to prolong the war with the object of
subpitting South Vietnam and Indochina
to neo-colonialism., On June lst, dur-
ing a press conference in Washington,
Mr. Nixon continued to turn a deaf e=r
to the urgent demands of the American
people. He still refuses to propose
a reasonable withdrawal period and per-
sists with absurd conditions for a
troop withdrawal, He has also repeated
he would end the war only in a way giv-
ing South Vietnam (that is Thieu-Ky-
Khiem)the capacity to defend itself.

He still beats the 'Anti-Communism!
drum. He continues his ridiculous
insults about the treatment of enemy
military personnel by the Vietnamese,
But it is precisely Mr, Nixon who pre-

‘wvents the settlement of the guestion
of captured military personnel and who
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In fact Mr. Nixon continues the US
military occupation of South Vietnam
and is escalating the war, multiplying
the crimes committed against the Viet-
namese and Indochinese people.

At the same time he maintains in
power the puppet regime of Thieu-Ky-
Khiem, making it even more fascist, in
order to use it to suppress the hopes

for peace and independence of the towns-

people of South Vietnam,
Traitor Thieu

Recently, in order to prepare what
they call 'elections', set up to accen-
tuate the role of lackey and traitor
played by Nguyen Van Thieu, the US and
the Saigon administration have thrown
themselves into a ferocious repression
of 21l those who want peace, indepen-
dence, neutrality and national union.
Illegal arrests have been carried out
in Saigon and other towns. People in
Saigon who are politically and socially
active, like Madame NGO BA THANH,
President of the VWomen's Movement for
Civil Rights, the Buddhist nun HUYNH
LIEN, the Catholic 'deputy! NGO CONG
DUC, and hundreds of others have been
arrested and detained by the puppet
administration solely for protesting
against the war and against the trai
torous policies of Nguyen Van Thieu.
Is this the wvay to respect the right
to self-determination so much boasted
by Mr. Kixon?

In the face of an obstinate
and barbarous agzressor, the Viet-
namese people, which has a tradition
of peace, has no®other choice than
to continue its struggle for inde-
pendence and liberty, which are the
most noble objectives one can cherish,
United under the correct leadership
of the National Liberation Front and
the PRG, the people of South Vietnam
have checked and will continue to
frustrate all the aggressive plans
of the USA and its agents. The Amer-
ican strategy of "Vietnamisation"
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‘their policy of 'changing the colour
of the corpses' that the Nixon admin-
istration will succeed in cutting
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the losses suffered by American troops.

On the contrary, the list of American
dead and wounded grows longer. Acc-
ording to incomplete statistics dur-
ing the two years ending in March
1971 there have been 350,000 Ameri-
cans amongst the 1,072,000 enemy
troops put out of action in South
Vietnan, The South Vietnamese pop-
ulation has successively checked the
"special pacification programme"
(1969-70) and has begun to bring to
grief the new ‘merican-puppet
"pacification" programme, which was
initiated in 1971 under the title of
"programme for community defence and
regional development". More than
8,500 "strategic hamlets" and centres
of population re roupment have been
dismantled., The people have taken
control of 3,600 additional hamlets
with a population exceeding 3 million,
The liberated areas grow stronger and
spread every day and the people there
have cut to pieces all enemy sweep
operations. One imposing example is
given by the victory of the people
and the armed forces in the U MINH
region which smashed the large-scale
sweep operation undertaken by the
United Stetes and their agents from
December 1970 to April 1971, during
which more than 7,500 enemy soldiers

No Base Secure

were out out of zction. The best-
guarded fnerican-puppet military
bzses, including those situated in

the zones the enemy consifier most
secure, have been attacked cone

tinuaell>, ot only have the puppet
troops been cut to pieces in South

plays with their fate to hide his poli- Vietnar but they have also suffered

cy of war and criminal aggression.

These allegations of Mr, Nixon have
a8 much revealed his plan to proleong
the war in Vietnam and Indochina as
has the impasse reached by this
Conference.

serious defeats in their role as mer-
cenaries in the pay of the US in

Lzos and Cambodia, They were put to
rout<on Hishway S, lore recently

proposals to end the war

suffered severe reverses on other
fronts.

In the towns - temporarily occupied
- all social groups, workers, students
schoolchildren, intellectuals,
journalists, businessmen, religlous
communities and political parties
in the 'opposition', including per-
sons in the 'nmational assembly' and
in the Saigon army, have united in
common actions to demand civil rights,
democracy and the restoration of pe-
ace,and to call for the total with-
drawal of US troops and the forma-
tion of a broad-based government
which would negotiate with the PRG
to achieve national unity and neutr-

In spite of the ferocious terror
and repression waged by the United
States and their agents, the move-
ment of political struggle in the
towns of South Vietnam has developed
into an impetuous flood driving back
the US and their clique of agents in
Saigon into a position of serious
isolation,

These truths set out above prove
that the barbarism and treachery of
the aggressors can never shake the
determination of an entire people in
their fight for a just cause. The
longer the United States prolongs
and extends the war, the more dew
tating will be their defeat.
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The speech above was made by Mme.
Nguyen Thi Binh, Foreign Minister

of the Provisional Revoluabtionary
Government of South Vietnam, at
Paris in June. It provides the
broad outline of the PRG's
solu‘bian for ending the war,

_Sren' Thi
THE SEVEN POINTS

On July lst Mme Binh once again put a
series of proposals to the Paris
Peace Talks. The attitude of the FPRG
expressed in them does not differ rad-
ically from that of the other speech
printed here, but they do contain one
or two signifiicant changes.

For a long time Nixon has made the
prisoners of war the main public
stumbling-block to peace. Mme Binh's
speech, timed to take full advantage
of the confusion caused by the Penta-
gon Papers, takes the wind out of
Nixon's sails. Once a date for with-
drawal is set, prisoners will be re-
leased simultaneously with the with-
drawal.

Now Nixon i1s left only with his
other condition - that the Thieu gov-
ernment should for some time be able
to defend itself against commnunism.
All along, of course, the key for
Nixon has been the maintenance of a
satellite government in Saigon. Ths
prisoners were just pawns. Now the
PRG has called Nixon's bluff.

Here we give the first two of Mme.,
Binh's gseven points - those cont-
alning the most significant
initiatives.

P

‘Vﬁegarding; the deadline for the

total withdrawal of U.3, forces:

they have heen driven back in complete The U.S. Government must put an end
disarroy at SNOUL'(Cambodia) and have to its war of aggression in Vietnam,

‘van Thieu.

stop the policy of "Vietnamization"

of the war, withdraw from South Viet-
nem all troops, military personnel,
weapons, and war materials of the
United States and of the other foreign
countries in the U.S. camp, and dis-
mantle all U.S. bases in South Vietnam
without posing any conditions whatso-
ever. The U.S, Government must set a
terminal date for the withdrawal from
South Vietnam of the totality of U.S.
forces and those of the other foreign
countries in the U.S. camp.

If the U.S. Government sets a term-
inal date for the withdrawal from
South Vietnam in 1971 of the totality
of U.S. forces and those of the other
foreign countries in the U.S. camp,
the parties will at the same time
agree on the modalities:

Exi:hange of Prisoners/ Withdrawal

8) of the withdrawal in safety from
South Vietnam of the totality of
U.5. forces and those of the other
foreign countries in the U.S, camp,

b) of the release of the totality of
military men of all parties and of
the civilians captured in the war
(including American pilots captured
in North Vietnam), so that they may
811 rapidly return to their homes.

These two operations will begin on
on the same date and will end on the
same date.

A cease-fiire will be observed be=-
tween the South Vietnam's Liberation
Armed Forces and the armed forces of
the United States and of the other
foreign countries in the U.S5. camp as
soon as the parties reach agreement
on the withdrawal from South Vietnam
of the totality of U.S. forces and
those of the other foreign countries
in the U.S5. camp.

2/ Regarding the question of power in
South Vietnam: The U.S. Government
must really respect the South Vietnam
people's right to self-determination,
put an end to its interference in the
internal affairs of South Vietnam,
cease backing the bellicose group
headed by lNguyen Ven Thieu at present
in office in Seigon, and stop all man-
oeuvres, including tricks on elections
eimed at maintaining the puppet Nguyen

i

The political, social and religious
forces in South Vietnam aspiring to
pedace and national concord will use
verious means to form in Saigon & new
administration favoring peace, inde-
pendence, neutrality and democracy.

The Provisional Government of the
Republic of South Vietnem will immedi-
ately enter into talks with that admin-
istration in order to settle the
following questions:

The Question of Power

a) to form a broad three-segment
goverrment of national concord that
will assume its functions during the
period between the restoration of
peece and the holding of general
elections and organize general
elections in South Vietnam. A
cease~fire will be observed between
the South Vietnam People's Libera-
tion Armed Forces and the armed
forces of the Saigon administration
as soon as 2 government of national
concord is formed.

b) to take concrete measures with the
required guarantees so as to prohib-
it all acts of terror, reprisal and
discrimination against persons
having collaborated with one or the
other party; to ensure every demo-
cratic liberty to the South Vietnam-
ese people; to release all persons
jailed for political reasons; to
dissolve 21l concentration camps and
to liquidete all f'orms of constraint
end coercion so &s to permit the
people to return to their native
places in complete freedom and to
freely engage in their occupations.

¢) To see that the people's cendi-
tions of living are stabilized and
gradually improved, to create condi-
tions allowing everyons to contri=-
bute his talents and efforts to heal
the war wounds and rebuild the coun-
try.

d) To agree on measuresto be taken
to ensure the holding of genuinely
free, democratic and fair pgeneral
elections in South Vietnam. ,



Saigon’s electoral farce

In October the South Vietnamese,
or rather those of them who are
permitted, will go to the polls to
elect a new President. The
chances are that it will be Thieu
again, since behind the semblance
of democratic procedure Thieu is
busy trying to ensure his own re-
election.

Already a new law passed by the
Assembly makes it very difficult
for prospective candidates to
qualify. They have to be endorsed
either by 40 members of the Assembly
or by 100 provincial councillors.
Eight newspapers have been seized
for claiming that the government
had bribed the deputies to vote for
the law.

Besides Thieu, two others have
announced their intention to stand
= Vice-President Ky and General
Minh. Ky has said that he will not
spend another four years as an
accomplice of those who betray the
people. But he can scarcely be
considered as a true representative
of the people's wishes, and one can
only speculate as to what sort of
rivalry with Thieu has made him
stand.

BIG MINH

Minh, thanks to the US propaganda
machine, has a more ambivalent
image. Minh is playing the con-
stitutional game. He considers
the new electoral law illegal; he
himself will do nothing illegal. In
other words he will abide by the
rules that in fact disqualify the
biggest political force in the
south - the KNLF,

Minh was a career officer under
the French and as a politician co-
operated with the US after the fall
of Diea, in which he wvas instrusen-
tal. If Thieu proves too imtrans-
igent for the US, Mimk could pro-
vide a wseful political rallying

h th

stration in Sa -

The US would undoubtedly like
the election to appear democratic,
and would be embarrassed by a one-

ment der

man show, Kissinger, having
assured Thieu of continued US sup-
port for South Vietnam, has already
conferred with the two other candid-
ates. Minh insists that he will
not stand if the elections are un-
fair, and Thieu is busy trying to
prevent provincial councillors from
endorsing Ky. If Ky stands,
apparently Minh has a chance for Ky
would split Thieu's vote. Other-
wise Thieu is bound to win, and will
get the majority that he failed to
get last time.

The US has made various proposals
about overseeing the elections by
sending observers. One Vietnamese
commented to an American during the
1967 elections: "In your elections,

unrealistic. ok

we are go®ng to send 22 Vietnamese
who don't speak English to the US
for six days to see if your elections
are fair."

While these three vie for the
presidency, much more important .
things are happening on the politi-
cal scene. Politics in Saigon has
traditionally been fragmented, con-
sisting of little more than the
manoeuvres of a small coterie of
bourgeois personalities. But
recently the situation has become
more compleX.

Cynthia Fredrick, who has lived
in Saigon, describes the scene
(Bulletin of Concerned Asian Scholars

to work as bar girls or as prostit-
utes in order to help their families
survive.

Thirdly, 'Vietnamisation' itself
has contributed greatly to a stiff-
ening of Vietnamese public opinion.
This policy means both an increasing
militarization of Vietnamese society
(with more than two million men under
arms in the South the South Vietnam-
ese army is the fourth largest in
the world) and the certainty of in-
creasing destruction and loss of
.ife in months to come. Even more
important are the political impliec-
ations of 'Vietnamization'. Herein
lies the clue to the real failure

Winter-Spring 1971):

"Early in 1970, a new trend began
to develop. Initially centered on
rather specific, often personal
grievances, this activity has so far
not only proved impossible to exor-
cise, but has evolved into a new,
concerted movement for peace. Al-
though virtually unpublicized in the
US, there has been a radical trans-
formation of urban Vietnamese public
opinion about the war. Students,
workers, veterans, women, respected
politicians, professional people,
and religious leaders (including
Roman Catholics, who were formerly
strongly anti-Communist and enthusi-
astic supporters of the war) have
all taken a public stand in favour
of hoa binh -- peace. For the
first time they have linked their
demands for peace with insistence
on 1) the withdrawal of 'foreign'’
(i.e. American) troops from the
South, and 2) the ouster of the
Thieu-Ky-Khiem regime. The war has
come home, and the 'silent majority'
of South Vietnam is speaking out,
loadly.
DAN TOC TU QUYET

Three years ago, talk of boa binmh
was not seditious, but

in every conversation, whether wit
students, mothers, or taxi drivers.
Other words and phrases which, in
1967, could be found only in diction-
aries, are in constant use: doc lap
(independence), hoa giai (reconcili-
ation), and even throng nhat (re-
unification). Especially important
is the phrase dan toc tu guyet -
national self-determination. With
dan toc tu quyet, the Saigonese tell
you, hoa binh doc lap will inevit-
ably follow. Nor is this change in
political tenor limited to slogans.
The Vietnamese are tired of talk,
even about an independent peace.
What is needed now, they insist, is
action. 5

Many factors have contributed to
this overt manifestation of popular
discontent, war-weariness and re-
vulsion. First, it is no longer
possible for anyone, even in the
cities, to avoid the physical and
moral damage of the war. Few famil-
ies remain unscathed; loved ones
have been lost, relatives separated,
and traditional social values des-—
troyed. The cities have been
flooded by tens of thousands of re-
cently 'urbanized' peasants (i.e.
refugees); Saigon, once the home of
some 600,000 people, now is estima-
ted to have a population around
three million. Some 50,000 people,
many of them homeless youngsters,
sleep on the streets of the capital
every night.

INFLATION

Secondly, despite the optimistic
predictions of US government spokes-
men about the Saigon regime's
'remarkable economic achievements',
the economic situation continues to
deteriorate. Between June 1966
and February 1970, the cost of liv-
ing in Saigon rose by three hundred
per cent. An ARVN soldier earns
about 3,500 piastres a month; one
egg costs thirty-two piastres in the
Saigon market. Hence many women -
perhaps 400,000 - have been forced

T

of US policy-makers to come to
grips with the social and political
realities of South Vietnam. As
the American military presence in
the capital decreases, long pent-
up opposition to the Thieu regime
has mounted even faster. In re-
sponse, the Saigon authorities are
forced to rely on increased repres-
sion in order to counteract this
threat."

This repression has become more
marked as the electibn approaches.
Newspapers are repeatedly seized
for printing anti-government material
There were 48 seizures in May. An
outspoken deputy, Ngo Cong Duc, was
arrested on the excuse that he
assaulted a municipal coumcillor -
who had provoked him. Two Roman
Catholic priests have been jailed
for calling for peace. Meetings of
more than seven persons are for-
bidden. And there are between
fifty and two hundred thousand poli-
tical prisoners.

Thieu has said that anyone who
renounces violence may take part in
the elections. But he continues
to exercise violence against his
opponents. As the US troops leave
Vietnamese cities, the people feel
able to confront the government on
able to quell this.

US FORCES OUT

Last year a new organisation was
formed - the Popular Front for the
Defence of Peace. The groups
participating in it include: ''the
Committee of Women's Action for the
Right to Live, the National Move-
ment for Self-Determination, the
High School Teachers Union, the
Student Committee for Human Rights,
the National Frogressive Force, the
Vietnamese Women's Association, the
Buddhist Women's Federation, the
Council for the Defence of Women's
Human Dignity, the Union of Buddhist
Women Teachers, the Private and
Public Schools Teachers Union, the
Committee for Prison Reform, the
Catholic Labour Youth Movement, the
Progressive Labour Liaison Committee,
various trade unions (dockworkers
railway workers, civil servants,
vendors, petroleum workers, market
workers, and bank clerks), the
Student-Work Committee for the Right
to Live, the Vietnamese Student
Association, the Saigon and Van Hanh
(Buddhist) Student Unions, and the

1965 Peace Action Committee.. ..
This coalition does not advocate

just any 'peace', and above all, not
a Nixonian 'peace'. It demands an
'independent peace', drawn up by
Vietnamese for Vietnamese. In fact.
the PFDP's position as expressed in
its official ten-point manifesto is
even stronger than that of the
NLF/PRG.  Rather than call for a
'negotiated' withdrawal of American
‘troops, they have demanded 1) the
departure of all US and allied
forces as a 'first and necessary
step to stopping the fighting',

2) a peace founded on 'the basis

of national self-determination, in

a spirit of national reconciliation,
religious harmony, and international
accord!, and 3) ‘'the establishment
of a government which is truly rep-
resentative of the people of Vietnam

in order to stop the war according
to the desires of the whole people’.

COALITION

The coalition signals a signifi-
cant turning point in the very
nature of 'Saigon politics'.
unlike many other 'independent'
groups which suddenly appeared (and
just as suddenly faded) on the
Saigon political. scene, the PFDP is
a membership rather than a leader-
ship oriented organization - an
organization which bases its appeal
on a popular political platform
rather than on the popularity of one
or two political hepefuls, and which
draws its support from all sections
of urban society rather than from a
select group of professional polit-
icos.

Finally, and perhaps most import-
apntly, the PFDP represents a new

For

election of President Thieu, The
questions are designed to ueasure
Thieu's appeal among Vietnamese

"What kind of man should be elected
next September?"; and "What issue
will you consider most important

Rt orqtorgtatahs toralotatotetalenghaaroksteh
‘éﬂow to win friends and influence people
e The US mission in Saigon has been .
conducting public opinion polls in
ig Vietnam with the intention of using
their findings to assist in the re-
%3 voters, to assess the popularity
of his rivals and to find out what
* issues most concern the Vietnamese!
The questionnaire being circul-
2y ated contains such questions as:
in deciding who to wote for in the
next election?". The results of
) the survey are classified as ''szcretd
Richard Winslow, an American
¥ working on this project, resi:med
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X last year. He wrote to a friend

)} that he was informed By tre heads
of the "pacification study group!

The Spokesman, MNo. 1C,
March 1971

3 Petrictede
attempt to recognise and work with
the most important reality of South
Vietnamese politics as a whole: the
strength of the NLF/FRG. Although
a 'non-aligned' force, unlike so-
called 'third force' elements, the
coalition has expressed its willing-
ness to cooperate with the revolut-
ionary movement. By the same
token, the NLF has publicly stated
that it would welcome the partici-
pation of forces represented by the
PFDF in a coalition government
(Point 5 of Madame Binh's eight-
point proposal of September 17, 1970)
In this way, the new People's Front
might well prove to be the crucial
'missing link' between the resist-
ance forces and the 'legitimate'
political interest groups in Saigon.

The public has been ill-informed
about this development, but how
could it be otherwise? Few US
newsmen in Saigon have contacts
with Vietnamese outside the tiny
ruling circles; most of them de-
pend on JUSPAC (the official U3
news agency in Saigon) for news
about local politics. JUSPFAC has
avoided any mention of the FPFDF's
formation. Out of a press corps
of several hundred US reporters,
only one American journalist
(Michael Morrow of Dispatch News
Service) was present at the Novem-
ber 7 meeting mentioned above; both
of us were promptly expelled from
South Vietnam, Information about
the coalition was censored in all
but a half dozen of Saigon's thirty-
odd newspapers. News about the
PFDP and the Saigon peace movement
will continue to be suppressed,
since it exposes only too clearly
the duplicity of our government's
claim to be defending the right of
'self-determination' in Vietnam."

(Cvnthia Fredrick)




British complicity

Soldiers in Skirts

In an article in the Observer
(June 13), "Soldiers in Skirts",
Polly Toynbee writes:

"She (the Commandant) gave a
surprising talk: 'You may have
heard that the British Army is pull-
ing out of many of the countries where
we are stationed, and I know that
most of you are looking forward to
foreign postings. But I think you
will find that whenever the British
Army is pulling out of one country,
we are going into another.' She
then listed all the countries where
the WRAC (Women's Royal Army Corps)
is posted - including oddly enough,
Cambodia and Vietnam."

ter in the same article Polly
Toynbee comments: "The Women's Army,
we were told over and over again in
our lectures, exists in order to take
over a great many administrative and
non-combative jobs from men who
could then be released to do the
fighting at the front."

Did Wilson send women in skirts
instead of men in kilts to placate
LBJY Or is the WRAC Heath's contrib-
ution to effort™:

And how are these "soldiers in
skirts" employed? Releasing American
servicemen for combative duty - or
supplying them with Rest and Recreat-
ion?

S s
the war

Just how committed is this country
over there? It would be worthwhile
investigating!

J. Jemmett
(This is what we are doing.
our readers are interested)

We know

Lovely People

Our story of the five British
policemen, who with Robert Thompson
- Nixon's British adviser on
counterinsurgency - recently com-
pleted a study of the South Vietnam-
ese police force, continues:

Hansard, 17 June 1971

La. Mr Frank Allaun (Salford East):
To ask the Secretary of State for
Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs,
why five British police officers
were sent to Vietnam recently, paid
for by the Agency for International
Jevelopment; and what was the cost
to the British police force in terms
of lost time and salary.

lo. 34: Mr Anthony Royle:

None of the group of distinguished
retired overseas officials which
visited Vietnam is employed by Her
Majesty's Government. There was
therefore no cost to public funds.

Who are these lovely people? More

next time we hope.

All forces out

A petition signed by 235 Members of
Parliament in four countries,
urging American withdrawal from
Indochina "at an early and fixed
date during 1971", will be presented
to the US Congress by two British
MPs.

The two MPs will be elected at a
meeting in the House of Commons of
ibe 57 British Labour MPs who have

of Lords.

The British version of the
petition is above the signatures of
Lord Brockway and Mr Ian Mikardo,
chairman of the Labour Party nat-
ional executive. Identical versions
have been signed unaminously by all
&l members of the Finnish Parlia-
mentary Social Democratic Group, by
34 Australian MPs, including Mr
L.H. Barnard, Deputy Leader of the
Cpposition, and by 26 Canadian
parliamentarians. :

The chairman of the Rome region
of the Italian Socialist Party,

Mr Riccardo Lombardi, will be circ-
ulating the same appeal to all
Western European, Scandiravian and
Yugoslav MPs. He is considering
a plan of his own to arrange for a
small delegation of European MPs
representing the signatories to co-
operate with the British MPs in the
Washington visit.

The British version of the
petition says the signatories share
with Parliamentarians in other
countries a growing dismay at the
prolongation and extension of the
war in Indochina.

"We call on Members of Parlia-
ment throughout the world to
Jjoin with us in signing and send-
ing to the US Congress this
declaration that:

"We urge the withdrawal from
Indochina of all American milit-
ary forces and materials, in-
cluding air and naval forces,
and the cessation of all bombing-
attacks from bases either within
or outside Indochina, at an
early and fixed date during
197N,

Announcing this, Mr Frank Allaun,
MP, a member of the Labour Farty
national executive and of the Brit-
ish Campaign for Peace in Vietnam's
executive, said that pressure from
Parliamentary groups would be all

the more effective at this moment
when there was ''the greatest anti-
war movement the world has seen
this generation'.

Mr Jack Askins and Mrs Florence
Croasdell said the BCPV would be
making special efforts to support
the Parliamentary delegation with
a programme of activities in Britain
to be carried through to the

343
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Mr Heath to press the White House
to withdraw US troops, "now that
the Pentagon studies of the Vietnam
war have revealed the deception
practised by three former Presi-
dents of the US and the present
holder of that office".

All petition forms should be
returned "to the BCPV by July 20,
and a deputation will take them to
the Prime Minister later in the
month.

Mrs Croasdell also said there
would be a series of politico-
cultural meetings throughout the

" country, for which Dr Benjamin

Spock and Miss Jane Fonda are being
invited. On December 5, there
would be another conference of
trade unionists at Congress House,
TUC headquarters in London, arran-
ged by the BCPV. Overseas trade
unionists would be invited.

Morning Star
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Grass roots

On Tuesday 6th July, some 50
people met in the Conway Hall to
hear Hilary Rose, a lecturer at the
LSE, talk about her recent visit to
Vietnam and about the anti-personnel
weapons used by the US in Indochina.

After the meeting there was a
general discussion, introduced by
Terry Smith, VSC Secretary,
can be done to build up the movement
and how more people can be actively
involved in it. It emerged from
the discussion that demonstrations
were felt to be very important but
that educated action and grass roots
work was needed at all times. One
of the many practical suggestions
put forward was for a small mobile
exhibition of photographs etc to be
organised. VSC would like to hear
from anyone who could provide mater-
ial and who could help in putting
together such an exhibition. Please
contact the VSC at 182 Pentonville
Road, London N 1 (278-2616).

INDOCHINA FORUMS

The VSC holds open meetings every
fortnight, alternating educational
meetings with business meetings.
The next meetings are as follows:

July 13 Tuesday 7.30 pm
Educational meeting: "How Britain
Started the Vietnam War"

July 27 Tuesday 7.30 pm
Business meeting

August 10 Tuesday 7.30 pm
Educational meeting: "The Pentagon
Fapers"

August 24 Tuesday 7.30 pm
Business meeting

These meetings are open to all
people interested in Indochina. They
are held at the "Queens Arms",
Penton St, N 1 (Kings Cross tube).
For more information, contact
Ed! London

S

N 1.

"People's War"  4C miny goes
beyond the horror of -the war
to show the rebuilding of
Vietnamese society

"Army" 20 min; draft resisters
movement in the United States

"In the Year of the Fig" 1CQ ming
excellent historical analysis
of the war

"The Threatening Sky" 30 min,
Joris Ivens' account of the
effects of war on Vietnam;
ngrration by Lindsay Anderson

Cetalogue on request from:
Liberation Films,

6 Bramshill Gerdens, NW 5.

BIRMINGHAM READERS

A new VEC branch has been formed in
Birmingham. We need YOU. Please
contact Dennis Proctor, Nurses Home,
Moseley Hall Hospital, Alcester
Road, Moseley, Birmingham 13.

BOOKS FOR VIETNAM

The Vietnamese have asked us for
copies of textbooks on English and
dictionaries. They would espec-
ially like English for Foreigners
and the Advanced Learners of Current
rnglish by Hornby, Gatenby and
Wakefield. Please send any copies
Yyou have or can collect and we will
forward them.

DESPERATION CORNER

Last issue we asked unsuccessfully
if any of our readers had unwanted
copies of Issue 7. We desperately
need copies to fill orders for com-
plete sets from libraries etec. Can
none of our readers help us?
Please send to INDOCHINA, 182
Fentonville Road, London N 1.

AD RATES:
Free Ads

£20 a page or pro rata.
for anti war activitiss.

on what

G i o A TS L

‘Subscriptions

7 Issues for 50p including postage
mdusfuwswpiuquaorm

| enclose 50p for subscription

Please send copies on sale or return

| enclose adonationof € - p

Cheques etc payable to ‘Indochina’

Name

Address

182 Pentonville Rd., London N1

Do you livé in
<>MANCHESTER
<= COVENTRY

< BRADFORD

=LEEDS?

YOU KNQOW the war hasn*t ended.

Help us expand our readership
well over its: present 5,000--

* Sell Indo~China sale: or re-

S fuvm

* Put it in your local book-
shop

¥ Get it into your local/
eollege library

* Take out a subscription

* And one for a friend!

Get your TRICKY DICKY Stickers
10 for 3p stamp
100 for 15p in stamps
(or what you can afford)
Send with stamped addressed
envelope to Indoéhina, 182
FPentonville Road, Iondon N 1

POLITICAL PENS .

"STOP NIXON - THE MAD BOMBER"
printed ball point pens, blue
ink, 5p each; one-third dis-
count on orders of 12 or more
Send self-addressed stamped
envelope toc 182 Pentonville
Roady, Londen N 1.

VIETNAM DOCUMENTS

Send for the Ten Point Programme
of the NLF and. the Eight Point
Peace Initiative of the PRG, pub-
lished by Liberation, 313/5
Caledonian Rd, London N 1.
C1l-607-0465. Price including
postage 5p. Send stamps or cash.

PAPER TIGER

PAPER 1TiGEK: +tne nasleuere
Group publicatioii, deals witn
tne Tuird World aund relations
petweei tne First and Y'nird
Worlds, Sup. 60p 1or 121issuss,
Suwmer issue: artircles on
Paxistau & Ceylon, iundia,

aid as iuper.alism, sociralism
&« tie 3rd world, and Brazil,

Iree copy ir you seiid a stawp,
"Paper Tiger"

2/o Hoowm 344, Aobey House,

o victoria St, London, SW 1,

lndankinse narsnas B
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JOIN WITH P.E.A.C.E. TO STOP THE WAR

In this issue you will find several articies on the war n Viet
nam. The meaning of P,E.A.C.E. is no accident. Those of us
involved with the paper feel very strongly about the war. As
you can see in these articles we feel it is-immoral, illegal and an
incredible waste of human lives and material wealth_ whach
might otherwise be used to improve the worid. We feel it &
time to do something.

Commencing with this copy of the paper we will be distrs
buting forms for a petition. This petition will be addresed 10
the President and Comgress of the United States. This is com
pletely lawful. We have a right guarantesd by the constuton
of the United States to petition our Commander-in Chief and
our elected representatives. Commanders are forbidden o
oppose this right to petition. AFR 35-15 in paragraph 4 states
“Military personnel may petition or present a grswance 10 any
member of congress without fear of reprisal.”

Please help us! If you oppose the war, please sign the petit
ion. If you don’t oppose, then please listen 1o those of us who
will try to convince you otherwise. If you want 1o help, please
circulate the petition. Come 10 our next meeting and pick some
up.

We are not likely to end the war by this action alone, but we
can show that some members of the Air Force and other US
services have a sense of morality. Considering the increasing role
of the Navy and Air Force in Vietnam, this is a concrete way
to disassociate yourself from the horror and killing that is
Dear Air Force Wite Vietnam. Do it!

What are the men protesting against? They are trying to
resist the de-humaniring aspects.of the military machine -
those methods by which good, sncere men can be conned
into fighting an unjust war. Those methods have thew roots
in small humiating harssrsenty of indeadd GIs 0 not ..
allowing them a free voxe 1© cxpres thew feefings, n a den-
@l of the basic rights of ol pmogie the right o freedom of
speech, to life, liberty and the pursudt of happemess.

For thousands of years mo=wn Pwr Dewen GeSumarued
mot only a5 men have Deen Dy wrpas? lpes, dpvr-Oownery,
tyrannicad kings, and states of 3l kandy) | bt M50 = 30 e
MOre OQOFESSIVE MAnNTeEY 5 WO, | ey Sawe bewn mude 10
fred nadequate 35 peopie . mfaror by Randards st Sy Ten

As women, Ax Force wives can sympathize ewen more
Sty with the frustrations and humilations of the G.l.s and
WATh the tertible things happening in Vietnam, We have

.lllﬂ;l!!%S?%?!ﬂBRSlnﬂhHMiimnnsﬁlauluﬂnIﬁns
becatise we a man s world and, as the givers of Tife

we are horrified by the slaughter of any people, regardiess
of their color or nationality or beliefs.

We are in the best possible position to work with the
PEACE people, not as auxiliaries to men, but as their proud
and free-think ing equals. By our confidence, in the justice
of the cause we can show the men that they 100 can stand
up for themsedves. We can show the similarity between the
degredation of women and that of G.1.'s most importantly,
wer can all unite for People’s Liberation and for Peace.

We must attend all of the PEACE meetings to show our
Sepport. We must try to understand the problems and not
B afrasd 10 speak out. We do not have to wait for the men
%0 bewdd, but can take action by ourselves, We must talk to
other Air Force women about the issues to get them to come
#long 100, and then let’s go on from there, The women of
Vietnam have already woken up and have approached the
American Women's Liberation groups for support to end
the war, What are we waiting for?

WOMEN UNITE FOR PEACE '
Yyonne POW-MIA
Let's Not Forget Them

It appears that the Air Force is cooperating in a new prog-
ram to arouse the public consciousness about the Prisoners of
War and those listed as missing in action. There have been art-
icles in the official newspapers and bumper stickers and posters
have appeared.

One can not help but sympathise with the plight of these
men and their families. But this issue can not be considered
separately from the rest of the war,

In Vietnam the most powerful nation in the world with al-
most limitless technological resources is fighting one of the
smallest and most primitive, We have not hesitated to develop

_ special forms of napalm that will stick to flesh and cause horr-
ible burns, or to drop CBUs that intentionally cuase hideous,
lasting killing wounds rather than kill outright. It hasn't both-
ered us to defoliate the jungles of Vietnam and damage their
ecology that may take centuries to restore. They have no planes
or bomb to burn us. They have not fired one shot within the
United States. Is it any wonder that they use any method they
can to fight the war? |s it surprising that they use prisaners for
political ends?

How would you feel if some Russian threw a molotov cock-
tail into your home and burned your wife and children? After
you watched them die for a couple of weeks would you be
concerned with the family of the Russian thousands of miles
away? You know very well you would want to tear him limb
from limb. But the Vietnamese haven’t done that.

Certainly we should be concerned for our prisoners of war,
- but no less concerned for the Vietnamese who are daily being
burned and slaughtered, There is no question but that everyone
including the North Vietnamese would like to see these men
returned to their families. It is also clear that there is only one
way that this is going to come about. That is following a com-
plete withdrawal of American forces from Vietnam. So they:
are another reason for the Americans to get out of Vietnam.

Let’s not forget our POWs and MIAs : sign the petition and"
agitate for an end to.the war 11!

A PAPER BY AND FOR GI'S

TIGHT-LIPPED AMERICA
FREEANGELA

AFR 35 — 15 Sez: This is your legal
property and cannot be taken from you.

Indéchina page 4

he anti-war struggle continues
and is now dramatically extend
ing itself into the very engine
of the (S war machine. Opposition to
the war has been steadily spreading
throughout the ranks of the US
armed forces, and now in Britain,
a quiet backwater for the US Air
Force, a surprisingly radical oppo-
sition movement has emerged during
the past year. This page contains
excerpts from the GI newspaper
.L.A.-.-. (People Emerging Against
Ccrru*' Establ ishments), produced
by Air Force personnel stationed
ia Britain despite continuing
harasssent from the top brass.

On May 3lst, 1,000 GIs expressed
their opposition to the war by
petitioning the President and the
Congress to end the war. Two

G.lLs IN

hundred GIs from various Air Force
bases presented the petition at
the American Embassy despite
threats from military authorities.
They presented the petition in
civilian clothes and in small
groups so as not to contravene the
Air Force regulation forbidding
demonstrations on foreign soil.
Following the petitioning, action
was taken against a number of the
men, including the court martial
of Captain Culver, the only office
who publicly identified himself
with the petitioning. A number c
other participants were sent back
to the States. Others have been
subject to various forms of harass
ment on the bases in an attempt to
destroy P.E.A.C.E

As the paper goes to press,

Captain Tom Culver is being court-
martialed on British soil by the
US war machine.
outcome, but this interview gives

a picture of the man the US military
is trying to suppress.
regulations forbid participation in
demonstrations overseas.
Force will attempt to prove that

We don't know the

Air Force
The Air

the gathering of GIs at the American
Esbassy on May 3lst to present their
anti-war petition was a demonstrat-
jon. Captain Culver is charged

on two counts: participating in a
demonstration and soliciting others
to commit a crime (passing out
leaflets urging participation).

The location of the court martial

in Britain indicates again British
complicity as a satellite of the
American war machine.

How did you come fo join the
Air Force?

Well in '65 it was very clear
they were going to draft me because
of the big tuild up in Vietnam so
I said, well I'11l come into the-Air
Force as a volunteer, as alawyer,at
least I can practise my trade., But
I was opposed to the war in Vietnam
before I ever entered the service.

Did you kmow a lot about it?
Was your opposition very serious?

No. I wasn't doing anything.
I was doing a lot of reading about
it. Then I went to Vietnam and again
I didn't see any horrors there but
I could see the awful things we were
doing to the Vietnamese people.

Where were you?

I was in Phan Rang, which is

just off Con Ron bay, for five months

and Saigon for seven months., I'd

'spent about 6 months before I went

studying Vietnamese in the evenings
so by the time I got there I could
get by in Vietnamese and picked it
up quite quickly, so I could con-
verse with Vietnamese.

That's unusuwal. Why did you do
that?

Well because I wanted to get
to know the Vietnamese people and
I wanted to live in the community
as much as I could. At Phan Rang
I couldn't because you weren't
allowed off base during daylight
hours and you couldn't live off
base. In Saigon I did, I lived a
long way from the base, I lived
6 Kilometers from the base and com-
pletely amohg Vietnamese with

ietnamese friends. In fact all

my friends ‘hovght T ves crazy.
They said that the Viet Cong were

.going to kill me. I was living so

far away, in the Vietnamese comm-
ity o« o o o

Were you fluent enough to rea:
talk to people?

Yes, between Vietnamese and
French I could really converse qui
nicely. So I got to know them rea-
1ly well and it seemed to me we we
re doing a very bad thing. And
with a2 very few exceptions, most
of the Vietnamese people who were
on our side were primarily looking

sut for themselves., They weren't
‘con¢erned about communism. They
were concerned asbout making g buck

INTERVIE
TOM CU!

and I thought we were corrupting

them very badly. And we were mavi
a terrible mess of the place. Its
a beautiful, beautiful,country, an
the French I think had left it ver
pretty. They'd built good roads a
beautiful cities - Saigon's beau-

tifully laid out, and the American
were just destroying it . . « And

in the countryside it was the same
sort of thing, They were just tear
places up. You could see farms thi
had been destroyed by the defolia-
tion - everything was withered. It
was really very bad - just- from th
point of view of seeing the effect
of it. I never saw any combat., Th
only combat casualties I saw were

Captain Thomas Culver— "




gfter Tet. So, became even more ere you one of the organ-
gonvinced that War was wWrong. izers?
Did you have a with =10,

Bnti-war nropager nts

ghen in Vietnam -

out three n
very involved.
literally nothing
certainly not in
talked about it.
it to the extent that
ted once, you know,
was a very bad thing
and morally wrong. 1
w public speeches or
was just a matter of
body who would listen
2d to szy

How do you evaluate the

emergence of F,.E,A.C.E.?

=

I think its part of the whie
social ferment thats going on.There 's
2 lot involved in PEACE that's not
anti-Vietnam war, thats ihvolwved with
making the lot of the GI better,
There's a lot criticizing the whole
military structure and, if you like,
the whole siructure of our society.
1 think the change in attitude is
not in terms of opposition to the
war but rather in terms of willing-
ness to organise and do things., I
think tl'ere has been a big change in
this regard., I mean I'm part of it.

/  with
'E R by Elaine Van Arkadie e
e

hing. How I =zm. Ubviously there's
n a change in me and I think its
of the other guys as well. Most

d now they

doing

Would people hold this agzins
BB, say, associsting with the Vi

Do you think it would have
happened here in the 4ir Force

ERese, think you were funny, even

: ‘ without Hixon's Vietnamisation policy?
lore than that - they thought

#as foolish, that I was going to ) Oh sure. The Vietnamisation

B oyself killed. Some people did is pertinent to why we're using the

B Silled from time to time. You form of pretitioning the President but

pOw, they'd put 2 bomb in their it certainly isn't important to the

Puse or thing like that. But, movenent. o, T think the movemen:

B fact, when the crunch came and my would have arisen at this time resard-

fighbourhood was captured by the less, =

g8t Cong during the Tet offensive,

Was just sitting there, waiting, Bveryone I've spoken to
BOWing that any of hundreds of people who has seen the paper has been kind
B that neighbourhood just had to put of amazed by the paper, its radicalisr
e word in the Viet Cong's ear and and the general style, whi
pey'd come and kill me. But nobody haps just very American=-

cn 18 per-

e extremely

88 2nd they never came, So obviously critical attitude toward authority,

¥ Vietnamese did like me or other-

ise they would have turned me in, thet is particularly amaz-
ing and what a lot of people simply

After Vietnam, did you spend
ich time in the States?

will not accept but is true is that
this is nearly 100 per cent the
product of ordinary lower grade air-
men, This is what they want to write
They 've written it without any coach-
ing from anybody else and its because
its what they feel. If you want to
get a very bad attitude towards auth-
ority, try being in the military. You
I haven't been in the States realise how stupid it is. The stu-
= four years. Last fall this peace Pidities that are evident to anyone
Wement got started and I started  Who has served in the military are
eicing with one of the guye. who was Just overwhelming, Bven a fool can
L it here at Lakenheath. I started see that its a ridieulous structure.,
iting for them and doing various ind then they say, well if the mili-
ings, acting as sort of a de facto tary's like this, maybe the whole
g2l advisor and I've just kept on bloody system's live this and the
ins it, end product is very radical,

Ten dzys.

So in fact you've had very
f€tle contact with the anti-war mo-
I::len‘t.

NON-MANIFESTO

Some+people think that P,E,A,C.E, has gone too far to
the left, Others think that it is over-concerned with racial
problems, P_E,A,C.E, is not anything but a bunch of G,1,s
saying what they feel like saying.

There is no editorial policy. There is no editorial board
n the guys who show up on the weekend when it is

other tha

is only a vehicle for G,I,s to express
't express elsewhere, If you want to say
orce is or what fun it is to kill there are
or you, but any contrary opinion is wel-
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We used to print everything that came in. We can't do
that anymore because there is just too much coming in,
Seiec:zc.m is by those who come to help put the paper together,
on the basis of the chosen theme of that issue -

We put it together by typing things into columns just
as you see them in the paper. So if you want to make it more
likely vour thing is printed, type it in final form into a col-
umn the same size as these; 61 spaces elite or 51 spaces
pica.

P.E.A,C.E, IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT

DON'T LET YOUR SUPERVISOR STEAL FROM
YOU (from the Legal Staff)

A problem that readers of PEACE often have is that their
supervisors, senior NCOs or officers will order them to give up
their copy of the paper. This is stealing! Your supervisor has no
more right to demand your copy of this paper than to demand '
your car or your paycheck. AFR 35-15 states that mere posses-'
sion of documents not authorized for distribution may not be
made unlawful, and documents may not be impounded uniess
one). So, once you have received your copy of PEACE,where-
ever you have gotten it from, it is just as much yours as your
car or your paycheck. Anyone who orders you to give it up is
a thief, DON'T LET HIM GET AWAY WITH IT1111

What can you do? Well, you can tell him to shove it, just as
nicely as you can. Any halfway intelligent officer or NCO will
know he has gone beyond the scope of his authority and will
let the matter drop there. But if you doubt that your super-
visor falls into the category, you had better give it to him,

Then, you have various courses of action open to you, You
can go to the IG. Make sure you submit a formal written com-
plaint. Do not be satisfied with a chit-chat, If enough people
use this mechanism there might be some results, '

If the person who demands the paper is in your chain of
command, you could go to your squadron commander and
should he fail to get your paper back for you, then file an

Article 138 complaint. See our legal rights pamphlet for advice
on how to do this, :

TWEEDLEDICK §
TWEEDLEDUM-DUM

If you have a sympathetic congressman or senator you might
write to him. Again if enough people do it; they might leave off
this gestapo technique.

Finally a drastic measure, you could go to the legal office
and insist on being allowed to swear out charges against the
person who stole your paper under Article 12 {larceny} of the
UCMJ. They are obliged to make up the charge sheets arfd per-
mit you to swear to them. They will then be taken to the Base
Commander for his action. Don't expect a court martial, but it
might get the BC to try to control this abuse.

You know which form of action is best suited to your situat-

ion. So whichever you like, do it, but don’t let them steal from
you.,

PASS THIS COPY AROUND

“Congress shall make no law abridging the freedom of
speech or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to

"Now listen up, scum. Our motto here is ‘Reha-

bilitation--Not Punishment.' And we WILL rehabili-

tate you, if we have 10 break every bone in your
bodies to do it.'"

assemble and to petition the government for redress o:°

grievances.” d SR
First Amendment, U.5. Constitution

P.E.A.C.E. is published monthiy by concerned Gl.s
from RAF bases at Alconbury, Croughton, Laken-
heath, Mildenhall and Upper Heyford, Available to
Gls without cost and to civilians at a subscription rate
of $3.00 or £1.50 vearly.

Articles should be submitted by the 20th of each
month. Address all correspendonce to P.E.A.C.E.,
P.O. Box 62, 3 Round Church Street,

Cambridge CB5 8AU
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The Pentagon Papers

The damaging revelations
drawn from the Pentagon
Papers by the New York Times
will have come as only a
limited surprise to those in
the anti-war movement. They
will remember what the lead-
ers of the DRV were saying
about American actions years
ago.

As early as 1961, the
DRV commented on the US "White
Book™ (which rang various
changes on the theme of " a
clear and present danger of
Communist conquest™) that it
was a "collection of false
documents ,,. to justify
(American) aggressive actions
in South Vietnam by preparing
public opinion for the des-
patch of American troops to
that country", Just before
the Gulf of Tonkin incident,
Johnson declared that there
were "no plans"™ to "move the
Vietnam war into the North",
and McNamara claimed that the
Tonkin patrol was "a routine
patrol of the type we carry
out in international waters
all over the world", The DRV,
on the other hand, believed

INVADE NORTH VIETNAM

chat the incident exposed
"even more clearly the design
to invade North Vietnam and
extend the war"; it demanded
that the US "stop at once all
provocation and sabotage
against the DRV", Our press

has not reminded us about the

DRV statements, although the
Pentagon study shows that the
destroyer patrols were an
"element in the covert milit-
ary pressures against North
Vietnam ,.. the destroyers
collected the kind of intell-
igence on North Vietnamese
warning radars and coastal
defences that would be useful
to raiding parties or, in the
event of a bombing campaign,
to pilots",

And so it goes on, O01d
stories which looked bad at
the time look far worse now,
In July 1964, for example,
Marshall Ky spoke at a press
conference of combat teams
having been sent inside North
Vietnam and revealed that he

had sought fighter bombers

trom the US, McNamara had
said that they "might be forth
coming", "I cannot assure
that all of North Vietnam
would be destroyed", said Ky,
"but Hanoi would certainly

be destroyed", He added. that
he was "probably talking about
things he should not mention",
But a General Moore from the
US who was present asked
reporters not to "jump to
conclusions",

THE PRESS

On the whole, as we know,
reporters did not "jump to
conclusions™ in the years that
followed, ,And one of the most
remarkable revelations of the
last few weeks has been that
the press shares much of our
lack of surprise, The press,
it now appears, knew a good
deal of what the Pentagon
Papers have revealed: much of
it was known at the time
through leaks and non-attrib-
utable stories and releases,
And not just the press says
so, Senator Goldwater, for
example, has revealed that
during the course of the 1964
election he "knew that a
scenario was wriiten that
would give an excuse for war",

Such statements tempt
Nixon to take what comfort he
can from the discomfiture of
his Democratic predecessors
in office, Summaries of the
Pentagon Papers are already
trying their best to put
forward a 'received version!
of what happened in Vietnam :
that the American involvement
was watched sensibly until the
early sixties, when some fool-
ish and hasty decisions led to
an "unlimited commitment™ from
which no one had the wit or
detachment to escape, In this
version, Eisenhower becomes a
cautious military man, and
Kennedy falls into error, On
to Kennedy, to be sure, some
quantitative changes can be
pinned, The Papers show that
in 1961 he secretly sent 400
special forces troops and 100
other American military advis-
ers to Vietnam, thus breaking
the 1limit on the US military

' Open secrets

mission in Saigon under the
Geneva agreement, that he
ordered clandestine warfare

against the DRV by troops from

South Vietnam, and that he

permitted American soldiers to
enter combat situations, The
duplicity of Johnson is, of

course, even more spectacularl)

established, Few things can
surpass the instructions he
sent to American ambassadors
after his speech of March 1968
(which was eventually followed
by the Paris peace talks): the
ambassadors should make it
clear to their host govern-—
ments, said Johnson, that
Hanoi was "most likely to de-
nounce the projeot and thus

free our hand after a short

Nevertheless, we might
wish to continue the limitation
on bombing the North even after

period,

a formal denunciation in order
to reinforce its sincerity

and put the monkey firmly on
Hanoi's dback for whatever
follows",

Even in the short term,
however, no 'received version!'
can be helpful to Nixon,
Secret briefings and hidden
decisions go on, as everyone
now knows, Indeed the Sun-
Times has claimed that the
GT§ to1d Nixon in 1969 that
if America immediateély with-

drew from Indochina, "all of
S-E Asia would remain just as

it is at least for another

~hies

- Worwwskgmwlmww
generation", (The quality of
CIA advice, which shows up
well in a hard-nosed fashion
on most parts of the Pentagon
Papers seems now to be as bad
as the rest,) But it is far
more important that the Papers

U.S. IMPERIALISM

document, either directly or
by clear inference, the
secreoy,callousuess and intra-
sigence of US Imperialism over
the whole post war period,
They document a system which
is nécessarily characterized
thus, :

This is all too obvious:
yet it is not a conoclusion
accepted by the majority, One
newspaper has expressed the
pious hope that the revelations
will move voters to insist on
"a proper respect of their
constitution”; and this is
very close to what Daniel
Ellsberg himself has said hope-
fully about the likely affect
of his diclosures, We may
however more confidently expect
that American imperialism is
not going to change its ways
because it has been revealed
as it goes about its business,
The nature of the case does
not lend itself to such
prescriptions,

The revelation of facts
is admitteédly always a matter
of degree, The weekly news-

azines in particular have

American and allied involve-
ment in Vietnam and Indochina
generally, whiéh is of course
perfectly true, The papers
come mainly from the files of
the Department of Defence,
diplomatic material which could
be embarrassing to many govern-
ments is exluded, and the nature
of the editorial process with-
in thé New York Times is not
clear, But it is not true to
imply, as sections of our press
have, that the full story would
be somehow less stark, more’
coherent and even, perhaps,
more justifiable, This non

sequitur is the precise
opposite of the truth, And
certainly there are some more
truths to come,

Rock amid the bullets

New Military Base

Tokyo: According to the Tokyc
gaily Yomiuri, the United States
are in the process of construct-
ing a2n important strategic -
naval and sir base on iajurc
atoll in the Marshall archi-
pelago. This base, which will
be bigger than the one =zt

Kadena on Okinawe - which the
Americans must evacuste in
1¢72 - would have z runway 75CC

metres long and 100 metres wide.
The Japanese paper bases 1ts
story on eye-witness reports
from Okinawsn workers and engin-
eers who recently returned home
after having worked azt lajuro.
The lMarshall Islencs, which
alresoy acts as a store for
toxic gases and = staging-point
for nuclear submarines, would
thus become the central base

of the United States in the
Pacific Qcean.
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‘the customs and culture of the Viet-

A strong nrotest was raised by organ-
izations of teachers, students, peace
workers, against the May 29 Interna-
tional Rock Festival in Saigon sponsor-
ed by Mrs. Thieu, wife of the Presi-
dent, and presided over by her. In

a letter to Mrs. Thieu, representa-
tives of these organizations made

clear the following vpoints:

%) The sponsors and organizers of the
festival, as well as those participa-
ting in it, could only be considered
accomplices of foreign schemes which
eimed at the destruction of Vietnamese
culture. Representatives of the
following organizations signed the
letter: Saigon Teachers Assn., the
Saigon Students Union, the Women's
Movement for the Right to Life, the

1) Under th text of "helping"
) Gadey Che SRR AL of Phislping: the Movement for the People's Belf-Determ-

200 families whose men were killed
during the Laos operations, the festi-
val wes really organized to corrupt
tens of thousends of Vietnamese youth.

for Peace, and the Movement of Child-
ren and Orphans for the Right to Life.
Ven. Nhat-Thuong, Deputy Secretary
General of the Vien Hoa-Dao (Unified
Methodist Church) was brief: "The
festivel is a misfortune befalling
our yourz ~eneration which no respons-
ible person could condone”.

2) By holding this festival, an imp-
orted cultural phenomenon hermful to

namese people was normalized.

Lotus
Sl S0E

ination, the People's Front Struggling’
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" This useful graph prepared by

SANE illustrates the tremendous
cost of war and the dis-
proportionate share of US

‘resources it consumes. Re-

productions of the graph with
useful statistics are available
from GANE, 318 Massachusetts
Ave., ".E., Washington, D.C.
2002,



Troop withdrawals - but homhing goes on

For the United States the war in
Indochina has become almost exclus-
ively an air war.

Each year the bomb tonnage has
climbed, to a grand total of over
10 million tons since 1965. (Cne
and a half million tons were dropped
on all of Burope during
The most important weapon of this
war has come to be the %8

new air
million B52.
Some 744 of these giant strato-

fortresses were built by Boeing at
their Wichita and Seattle plants
2 and 1966, when the last
delivered to the Air Force.
They were used as part of the
Strategic Air Command (SAC) forces
headed by General Curtis Lemay, who
is well remembered for his advocacy
of bombing the North Vietnamese
"back into the stone age".

Their maximum speed is only 650
mph; a subsonic speed which rendered

AUSTRALIA

LATEST MORATORIUM

On June 30th well over 100,0C0
Australians demonstrated once again
their disapproval of their involve-
ment in the war.

The largest numbers gathered in
Felbourne, where mounted police
tried to "control" crowds of over
80,00C. They were aided by the
Horatorium's own "marshalls" with
walkie-talkie sets. Dr Benjamin
Spock addressed the rally, after
flying from Adelaide's 3,0C0O-strong
moratorium. The police as usual
were more violent in Adelaide than
other places,; and 26 arrests were
made.

A new development took place in
Perth, where State Fremier Tonkin
led the 5,00C marchers in a peace-
ful demonstration.

The Brisbane Folice Commissioner
was proud of the way the Moratorium
there had gone off peacefully and
praised the ''good sense of the
organisers".

Zallies were 3lso beld in Can-

one was

arrests were made in Hobart protest-
ers' first clash with police on the
Vietnam question.

Ubviously the numbers involved
in protests against the pelicies of
the Australian government are grow-
ing - and the Springboks' tour has
shown just how strong is trade union
antipathy for the new prime minister
and his "Liberal" colleagues.

McMAHON THE 'LIBERAL’

In answer to questions about
criticisms of the way Australia came
to be involved in Vietnam in the
first place, the Prime Minister made
a statement on June 22nd, where he
outlined once again the reasons for
involvement and offered no proof
that the South Vietnamese had really
requested troops. He had been
attacked by critics for not being
able to produce the documents or
letters which supposedly requested
Australian military assistance.

But these criticisms are mean-
ingless. Why should we worry about
whether the particular US puppet
regime in July '64, and the follow-
ing one in December''64, did or did
not send a formal request for aid,
as laid out in the South-East Asia
Ireaty Organisation's rule book?

The Australian Press in general
has offered little or weak opposi-
tion to the government's risible
attempts to maintain credibility.
But the Australian, the national
daily, has had enough. When,
shortly after his statement arising
from the publication of the Vietnam
documents, McMahon offered to fly
the Springboks by VIF chartered
planes because unionists had banned
the airlines from carrying them,
the Australian printed a front page
editorial condemning the Frime
Minister for cynical abuse of power.
It ended by saying that this man is
not fit to govern the country.

A truer word was Dewer anid.

World War II)

them vulnerable to all kinds of
missile attacks. But in raids over
Indochina they have been invariably
escorted by supersonic fighter
bombers past SAM missile sites on
the Ho Chi Minh trail. The growing
threat these missiles have posed

to the B52s has led to a policy
shift directing pilots to take "more
aggressive actions'" when they find
North Vietnamese radar locked in on
them. To date, the US says no B52
has been lost to hostile fire.

The range of these intercontin-
ental bombers is immense. The rec-
ord was set by a crew which flew a
B52 12,519 miles from Okinawa to
Madrid - almost half-way round the
world. They have had no trouble
flying the almost 6,000 mile round
trip from Guam to the "drop zone"
Indochina.

There are reportedly 100 B52s in
Asia now, stationed at Guam, Ckinawa
and Sattahip air base in Fhailand.
Chiang Kaishek's military regime,
with US aid, has just built a new
B52 base in Taiwan in anticipation
of the loss of Ckinawa to the Jap-
anese in the near future.

in

uMiMJ&nﬂul (Ally/LNS)

agalnst his sentence of hard 1ab0ur
for life for premeditated murder at
dy Lai, the rentagon has announced
that Brigadier-General John Donald-
son is to be charged with the murder
of six South Vietnamese civilians.

Donaldson is the first US general
to be accused of war crimes since
Brig.-Gen. J.H. Smith was convicted
for ordering "all persons over the
age of ten" in a Philippine village
Lo be slaughtered in 1901. The
charges result from accusations of
a helicopter pilot that Donaldson
took pot-shots at civilians from
the air. At first he admitted
this, claiming he only fired on
those who took evasive action and
were thus the enemy, although later
he declared himself '"fully con-
fident that I will be completely
vindicated".

At the time of the incidents
{October '68 to March '69), Donald-
son was commander of the American
Division's 11lth Infantry Brigade.
fiis predecessor in that position
was Colonel Oran K. Henderson, who
is facing charges of covering up
the My Lai massacre and who has
roundly declared in his defence
EVERY UNIT HAS A MY LAl
"every unit has had its Ny Lais'.
Henderson is one of the three still
facing charges arising from My Lai
(out of an orisinal 25).

lis form of defence, if pressed,
will clearly embarrass the Pentagon.
This is perhaps one reason why his
superior, Major-General Samuel dJ.
noster, had covering up charges
against hic dropped for "lack of
evidence', although he was subsegu-
ently censured for "unprofessional
conduct" ard reduced Lo Brigadier-
General. This was on the recom-
mendation of General Westmoreland,
Coumander of UL Forces in Vietnam,
and involved no formal procedures
dMmsE. s oomert martial.

Almost every day the B52s roar
off their runway loaded with 750
and 1000 pound blockbusters for
their "carpet bombing" raids over
Indochina.  Each aircraft is cap-
able of carrying 30 tons of bombs.

B52 EFFICIENCY

They fly at an altitude of 40,000
feet, above the cloud cover where
they can be neither seen nor heard
from the ground. Sighting is done
by infra-red and electronic dev-
ices. This means that members of
the crew never need to see the
target and few actually witness the
strike since it happens long after
the aircraft have passed over.

An "average daily bombing' by
the B52s has been around 250 tons,
although during the autumn of last
year they were laying down 1,00C
tons a day for a three month period.
Reports for January 1971 indicate.
that the B52s have been flying
1,00C sorties a month. A sortie is
one raid by one plane, Their maxi=-
mum capability in Asia is said to
be upward to 2,000 tons, or four
million pounds of explosives a day.
The B52s alone have accounted for
some S5 million craters, 30 feet

« deep and 54 feet in diameter. The

crater; have proven to be hazardous
breedlng grounds for malarial mos-

quitoes throughout Indochina.

N | NDISCRIMINATE BOMBING

In action, the B52s bomb areas
rather than targets, making no dis-

¥ tinction between various structures,
b terrain and living creatures on

the ground. It is exactly for this

s reason that military commanders

§ have continuously expanded their

use. In a war where the military
have long since given up on distin-
guishing between friendly and hos-

¥ tile forces in "insecure' areas of

operations, the B52 has well im-
plemented the new tactic of "drain-
ing the countryside" within 30
miles of ground zero of any strike.

Other offlcers under 1nvest1ga—

and Colonel J. Ross Franklln, both
accused by Lte-Colonel A. Herbert,
who claims that he himself was
threatened with massacre charges
by his commanding officer (who later
committed suicide) unless he re-
frained from accusing his superiors.
Major-General Barnes has been pro-
moted since coming under investiga-
tlon.

After being initially goaded
into investigations by press re-
ports of My Lai, the Pentagon brass
are perhaps not averse to the
machinery producing a few convict-

ions. These may tarnish the mil-
itary image, but will prove that
the military system is basically
sound; and Westmoreland has said
that it is the system which is on
brial.

Inevitably only a few can be
court-martialed, and these will find
that their claims that atrocities
are commonplace, endemic to the
war, are discarded as a defence,

It is idle to suppose that the
Pentaron would indict its own strat-
2gists and attempt to prove that
arbanisation’ could not be accom-
plished without atrocities. Yet
while trials of the My Lai type
conlinue, the pressure to do so

from elsewhere within a divided

stablishment is easily resisted.

~of a new draft .
 have expressed concern that the

Nonetheless, NLF leader Kguyen
.Euu Tho recently told Freach photo-
grapher Marc Riboud; "For some
time now we have been unable to
‘receive visitors in the liberated
areas because we cannot guarantee
their security. The US possesses
colossal power and these BS52 raids
are terrible. But of course we
have means of surviving and living
even against such bombardment."

Orville Schell in the Guardian
(Us), 6 March 1971

Japans stake
in Vietnam

The same countries that have devas-
tated Vietnam are already planning
to reconstruct it - in their own
image.

That Vietnam is intended to be a
market economy, available to the
world's capitalists, is made crystal
clear in an unpublished repori by
the Japanese equivalent of the Con-
federation of British Industries.
This is the interim report (1970) of
the Liaison Committee for Cooperat-
ion with Vietnam. It comments on
US plans for reconstruction, and,
never doubting US success in the war,
considers how Japan can muscle in
on the peace.

The businessmen of Japan are
turning their minds to the advant-
ages that war has brought to Vietnam
- a whole infrastructure of technical
skills, roads and ports - and the
"bright prospects" for Japanese co-
operation in the new economy.

The enormous concentration of
population around US bases, for in-
stance, means unemployment,as Viet-
namisation progresses. 0am: Ranh
used to be just a hamlet: now it
employs 150,000 Vietnamese. New
industries will be needed to absorb
them.

Already, for example,compan-
ies based in Tokyo and Osaka
have established joint wventures
with the South Vietnamese for the
production of farm machinery.
~ Many Vietnamese, in the context

investment,

Thieu government is surrendering the
country's natural resources to
foreigners - South Vietnam, says one
Saigon newspaper, is being turned
into a market.

The Japanese already have an idea
for calming such nationalistic fears
- a free port and industrial zone,
in which fiscal advantages will be
offered to foreign investors.

JAPAN AIDS U.S.

It is no surprise to see Japan
acting in this way - fulfilling a
role that the US has frequently all-
otted to it. For despite its "no
war constitution'", Japan has been
actively supporting US aggression in
Indochina. Without Japan indeed
the US military machine could hardly
have kept going., One estimate of
the Special Vietnam Procurement from
Japan in 1967 is g200,000,000. The
goods supplied have varied from
sandbags and electronic equipment to
five million pairs of jungle shoes, -
specially designed to protect against

'NLF booby traps.

Japan has done more than supply
the US. It has been actively milit-
arily involved. The most extreme
examples - a bullet factory and
Japanese crews (government paid) on
US military craft - were stopped in
the face of public outcry. But
assistance continued - the Japsnese
provide transport for arms, and
B52s have bombed Vietnam from
Okinawa. The Japanese peace move-
nment, one of the largest in the
world,has violently opposed the

government's dnvolvement in the war.

Ever since the Paris talks began,

the Japanese government and busi-

negsmen have been weeping crocodile
tears over the need for reconstru-
ction. So when new moves towards

peace are made, and they offer their

help, we will know which side

are on.

they
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