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Lisgt of Coming Eventfis
10 Oct, Public meeting to form Kentish Towm Oct 27 pd-hoe cmibse.
Friendly Society Hall, 5 Highgate Rd, N.W.5  7.30

12 Ocot "Earl Marx pub crawl" spasored by Souttwest hondom ad-hoc
TEnEe omttee., Mect st Centre Point, St. Giles Circus, 7.30.
Tickets frem 27 Peermesn St. S.B.1  2/6

20 Oct, TFilms =nd "Folk songs fa Freedm", sponsored by Heckmey
T5C. White Eert Pub, Stoke Newinglem 'High 5t For
deteils centect Brisn Douich, 254 9336.

21 Ceot., Vietnam film ghow, spansored by nstiomal af-hos cmitee.
014 Thesatre, Londom School of Ecamomics, Houghtom St.,
W.C.2 7.30

296 Oct, Fuhlic mecling tc discuss plens end bapbics for demom=.. ".x

gtratiom, Time sd place ta be anmounced.

27 Oct, . Demonstretion, Asserble st the Bobankmenk , Chering Cross:
2 T,

29 Ogobt, VSC public mecting to resssess end smalysis the demanm=
stretion, snd to discuss fubure perspectives.

A word chout the relly thatis to fellow the demonstrabion ifigeld,

V30 menbers heave & special responsibility to use this rally to org-

amise the thousends of uninwolved indiwiduals who will be om the

merch, We hope to hawe lsaflets avsilsble for distribution =& the

relly end for locel groups to teke back with them to use in ablempt-

ing to explain the demonstration to people in the locel arees. It

is clesr that we camot lesve this job to the Bourgecis press, wiich

is certein to distort both our ectiona and our politics beyond re-

cogniticn, We should meke it owr aim to resch e million people, with i
informetion dbout the demonstration.

Finally, we should beware of prowoceticns emd strive for am orderly
dispersele Expericness of lasb Oct. and las® Mesrch show that most
sxreasts end victimdsetions sre made efter tle demonstration is over.
1f we oot in o unified wey during the rally end in lesving Hyde Pari,
we cap prevent these unNocGsSSEYy &rTestise




———— e

EDITORTAL

On paga 12, thsra 1s 5 raprint of ths press statamant
issued by the Qctobar 27 A 4@ Hoec Committas. aAs raadars
willl nota, it glvas full Information about ths routa

of tha demonstration. 7Tt is necessary to maks a fow
comments hora about this route , VS8SC sgroad to support
this routa at tho N.C. mastlng in sSheffiocld, At this
masting, thrsa propossls wore put forwerd and strenuously
arguad for, Thisa wera (1) a march along Oxford sSt.
(but net lnto Grosvanor Squaras); (2) s march through

tha ¢ity of London; and (3) a march to tha South Viaet-
namase Embsssy. Although good rassons wara glven for
asch slternativa, sl 1 thras wara findly rajactad, It
wag falt that to march along Oxford St, would insura
golng-intoc Grosvanor Squars, and no ond wantad that (for
raasons I wlll 2xplsin bslow). Tha gonnoections batvan
tha City and th2 war woare too sbstrazet (though nonsthe-
lass raal), and ths South Vistnamasas Bmbassy as o tar-
gat was s3an to b3 g pelitleal ds-ascslstion,

As 2 compromiss, tharaforas, tho final routs, lnvelving

a march through Whitshal 1, wss sdeptad, Tho asrgumants
msda in favour of this routas wara: (1) 1t would ansbls
all of ths damonstrstors, sand net just o faw hundrids,
to mass outslids tha teorget and to particlipats 1in collsc-
tiva salf-dafanss if tha polica attackasl; (2) that by
focusing on British complielity, 1t would provide tha
basis for a local cempalgn aftar Octobi r 27 (nomaly a
campzign sgainst loeal sxamplss of British complielty);
and® (3) by merching te Hyde Park for a rally aftarwards,
individual demonstraters cculd bs contactad and ints-
gratad into ths campalgn, whils et thy azme time, thora
would be no rapstition of ths chsotiec <nd unsatisfactary
disparsal on March 17,

On 25 Septeombar, tha ad Hoc Committoad sdoptoed tha VSO
proposasls. Thers was strong opposltion from saveresl
individuals nt tha masting, who walkad out whoen the
committas rafused to ggres to marech to Grosvanor Sguaras
Thas3 peepla, in lasgus with savarel of tho smsllaer
"manolst® groups, sro now calling for s saparats mirch

to Grosvanor Sgusars on Octobar 27. Wo should b2 cliar
sbout thaisa paoplsa: tlaey are nothing lass than irraspon-
sibls splittars, In propoesing & march to Grosvanor
Squar:, thay ars vnabls to offsr any argumants bayond
vaguo clichas sbout "symbols,” What they ars trylng to
dc, In fact, 1s te manipulsts thousapds of paopls into

5 battls with th2 polics which faiw will unidorstund and
fawer stlll bsnafit by. It is irrisponsibls to sask
thousands nf psopla to march into Grosvanor Squars unlass
thair collaetlva s3lf-dsfansa can ba guarantiad, Tha
tgplittara"” glva no such guarantsz2, nor ars thay con-
carnad to., Thz2y f321 no rasponsibility te ths psopla

on ths march, snd tharaforas desarve absclutsly no support
from tha marchors,




Octobe r 27 will b3 gur most militant damonstration yot,
w3 will be at our strongest, and we will insist on the
principle of nu provecatlions, no arrists, If tha polica
attoeck us, wa wl 11 dafond cursolves militantly and
affactivoly, 4ll ocut con Ccteber 27 to maks it our most
succassful domonstration yat

There are soveral cthor polnts which ns2d to be mentionad,
Local groups should tske psins to organlse thamsalves
for tha domonstration. (by having mestings just prior

to th: domonstration, forming into small cohasiva graips,
chooslng stewards, gte.). In additlion, loecal groups
might considar holding mestings afto r the demonstration
to dlscuss snd snalyse it, and to plan on-zolng loesl
campalgns, A lso, snd thia is vary important, local
groups ars naaded te voluntasar to sall literaturs,
collact monay, otec., on ths msrch., Pleasa contact VSC
if your group is suffleiantly organlssd to de.this,

Elsawharas 1n the Bullatin, wa print a financilel app:-1,
It 1s no exaggeratlon to say that thes futura of VSC
A3p3n*s upon ths raspons: to tris appasl,

Tha national cfflice i1s trying to bring 1ts msiling 1ist
up-to-data, Will comradas who have movad sand in changa
of addrass, and wlll psopls who know of possibls VsSC
supportars, gsand thosa namas snd addrasses 1in,

Finally, & word about the Bulletin itsalf. Tha Bullstin
1s spociflically intzndaed to bo an opsn forum for the
exchanga of information and for public debate, Tha
articlos 1n this 1ssue are intonded to bagin s dilscus-
slon on tha futurs of Vs5C, smd further contributions

to thls dlscusalcn asre aspaclally welcoma., Wa will

try to print all that wo r2ealva, Also, could loecal
groups ssnd in reports and analysues of thalr loesl
ceampaigns, The Bullstin 1s mesnt to kesp us informad,
Wa should usa it,

If loecal groups would 1liks any of thi follow ing from
VSC, Just writo te 120 Commarelal Road, Londeon, E.1l.---

Lit sraturae (ask for titlss and pricas)

Spankars

Buttons (1s.,)

Flags--papar and slso bisutiful largs
cloth onss (1s. pipar, 10s3. claoth)

NLF shoppling bags (2s)

Bulk ratas avz1labla for buttons and pwp or flags.




POLISCICLL EDUCATION: AL ALALYSIS OF THE SEPTEMBER 17th
PUBLIC GEETLLG.

GEQOFFREY CRCSSICE.

On Beptember 1T7th & public meseting waes held at Conway
Hall, Lonidon, by the October 27th Ad- Hoc Committee, Its
purpose wag te be a Glscussion of the broad issues of the
demonstration-primarilty the guestions of why we demonstrate
and how we can build a masg movement behind the mebilisation.
In order to make the aim of a discussion more easily
achievable, the five platform speakers were limited to
brief addresses, in which it waw hoped that they would
merely outline some of the major problems invelved, and then
leave the issues to the active digcussion that was to take
place on the flocr of the meeting, which totalled some-
where between 250 and 300 people.

In this brief article, what I want to do is to examine
the role which I belisve public meetinge ag a form of
political education cught to have in a developing V.S.C.,
and in the light of these criteris to examine why I believe
that the rieeting on September 17th was a feilure; finelly,
t0 suggest that a pricipal reason fo thie failure is that
in just the same way that we have developed no theory of
demonstraticons, sc we have evelved no theory of the
functicns of public meetings and politieal diescussuion.

The role cf open pelitical discussion must bs located

2
&

within the context of twe immediate problems facing V.S.C.
The first is that after twoe major demcngtrations, and with
a

thirl being prepared, we still hsve no theory or _ k
iloscphy of demcngitrationsg, let alone a way of embodying

hat therry in the movement. And tied closely to this is
the problem of & growing ritualisation of V.8:0i= mogt
activities and canmpeigrning are geared to two massive
denongtrations a year, and we demcnstrate for its own sake.
There is little conception as yet - thrugh the rare branch
doeg egcape this criticism — of V.8.C. as a dsvelcping
po iticel mrvement, orisnted to invelwving pecple, many of
them cutzide the existing structure of left-wing politics,
in & censtant on-gring nrvenent. If V.S.C. is o develpp,
certain sssumptione rnust be challengel. The essential
point, ceniral to my whols argunsnt abcut ocur nesd for a
ptien of political education, is that on'demonstrations
it ig net enough for us merely to cffer pecple who have
reached s certain stage of politieal consciousness an
opportunity tt express it; and that concepiion of a Cemon-
gtration is impliecit in the fzet that we have failed to
develop & role in political education, and not juet -
propagande. Linked tn this is the need trn challenge the
agsumption ¢f many that nunbere or slogans elnne can be
& political fcrce in demonstrations.
gaingt this it is necessary for us tr develop an out-
look and = strategy which recongniees that the major poli-
$icising influsnce lies in the politicel content of the
demonstretion, 2nd the political guality nf the campaign




which leals up %tc it, snl which agsesses 1% afterwards.
, the guestirn iz whether or not this movement
efucationzl role which is gualitatively different
from & mere propogandising one, howsver importent the
1latter mey be. And it is here that the rcle of public
meetings and open pnliticel discuseicn is central. For
V.S.C. nust have an educational functicn in the way in
which it inveolves demonstrateors anc perticipaters in the
movenent in a ciacussion on the meening ol political
ectivity end releting thelr gpecific activity, whether
it be leesl -or natirnel, to this broader iiscussion. If
all we are dning is offering propaganda, end not this
politicel education, then we &are not gqualitaively devel
nping pecple's pelitics, we are memely increasing their
militency along & gingle line.
The amimg of the Ssptember 1l7th meeting, as erticulated
ijn discussions of V.S5.C. end the A Hee Committes, and
as expresseld by the chairman, Dave Slaney, were 1o examine
the broad prospects, nature end strategy of the 7
demenstretion. Hewever, the meeting itgelf, as I will out-
line shértly, revezled that many people within V.S.C.
either 0id not agree with this concept of public meetings
or, the cese with the majoriily, hai not fully considered
its implicatione. These aims for the meeting involved
asking three fudamental guestiona:
1) Why do we ZJenrnetrate? 4 question which V.S.C. has
never really asked itself, let alcne angwered. —==
oY What do we hope tc sch ve on demonstrations? The
failure tc answer this questicn was most gvident
immediately after Harch 17th, we hed no criteria of
success, and thers was considerable uncertainty as to whal
we had achieved.
3) How can we beet crganise 1o achieve these enis.
The role of this discussion is central. It 2efines what
we attempt to lo, and it ellows those perticipating in
the discuseion to develop their ideas and consciocusness —
and thet includes us, those of us whn believe that we hold
a pogition on thesse jmaues. If we desny the role of open
discuseicn in develcping our views, if we gee it ss mere
exchanze rf views, then we are aicopting just that total-
Ttarien, nen-dialectical attituds o knowledge and ideas
that we condenn in bourgecis thought.
T now went briefly to cutline what I congider tc be
the mein features of the public meeting on SeptemberlTth,
and to loeate a pricipel reascn for thet mesetingd failure
ta fulfill a fruitful furctien, in the lack within V.S.C.
of 2 cepmetructive attitude tcowards prlitical education.
Whet I went tr ergue ie that 1 we hel been clearer about
the purpo ~f spch meetingze, them we would heve bean
in & better position te aveid the traps into which we fell.
Six speeches were made from the platform, by represen—
tativeas of varicus organisations in the Ad- Hoc Commitiee.
Their attempts to cover the ilssues invelved varied, end {
two of the speakers failed te de anything apart from




12 Vietnamese. It was during
we herrd the firet interruptions that
g a3

zch "

ligrupt nost fective discussion during the
- ing. About fifty members or supporters of the seli-
styled lieoist British Vietnen Seliderity Front interrup-
ted the espeskers with chanteld demaniz thet the Jemonsiration
go to the U.S. Embassy in Grrosvencr Sguare, and accusations
thzt thogze who disegreel with them were police agents,
C.I1.A. agents, and counter- reveolutionaries.

My ma&in concern here is not with the interruptions,

but with the response tc them. I reaslise that they put
all rf us who were present under ccnsiderable strain, and

that in nany ways the przsence of thess E.V.S.F. psople

may have been ebrugh tn prevemt the meeting being efisc-

tive, for their 1nverruﬁtm ong inhibited what attempts there

were to discuss the issues properly. hevertheless, 1 am
particularly 1ntereatai here in the respcnee of nmeost
gpeakers from the flcer tc the arguments of the B.¥.S:Fa,

because I feel that that repscnse is closely tied to a

loceenesgs of thought 2bout the rcle cf these meetings,

ﬂ locseness which in this case led to our opponents
gtructuring the nature of the discussion for us. The
riecipel concern of the B.V.S.F. was tc nake one point—

uhat the cnly revelutionary thing to do was to march to " =

the U.S. Enbassy, end that a2ll whe disagreed were , there-
fore, police agents. or,at least, counter- revolutionaries.

They offereld ro :,_ltl“*l 2rg L1rrt5 ag to the nature of the

wovenent that the demenstration was mesnt to bs part of,
ne analygis nf the politicel centent of geing to the
ribagsy, nc arguments about tﬂe relatinns between a march
to the embascsy end those participating in it. In short
it wae a forn cof tﬁ:aqiax, g belief in & symbol being the
reality. It wae argusid with bad temper en ill-feeling.
The resguit on this occagion was that ?:ﬁwle who 3dieagresed
with then adopted their ferm of argument, that is to say,
fLhey Tenlci their sccusatiocns, called them lisrs, adven-
turists, splitters etc etc, end at times loest thelr A
empere. Inetead of arguing and discussing along the lines
of ihe three questions referred to sbove, which could have
led to 2 clear ijentification of the pnlitical emptiness
of the sttacks on V.5.C. and the Ad -Hoc Commpittee, the
argunent wes on 2 superficisl level- the value cof going
to the Embessy as opposed to Whitehall, the value of
ighting with the police, etc. The result was thht by
allowing the EBE.V.S.F. to structure the ﬂrﬂaﬁen g the
diecussion becazme & cenflict over a linited issue, where
we marched to, on issue which cannot be taken in -

isolation, ye t which Wee largely taken in that way in the
mesting.

T went to argue
of en unfortuncste = f circungtances, but evolveld fronm
the absence of & clear conception on cur pert of what thLe
meating was really sbout, It is significant thet when
Richard EKuper of I.S. spoke, deliberstely quietly and

-
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hat this waes not merely the result
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snd withdreawinz frem the pelemic tc ask some of the real

questiong sbout the function cf demonetraticns and thelr I
politieal content, he met with very little interruption. c
It wee when they werenct with similarly gtructured argu-— -
rments +c their own that the B.V.S.F. thrived. There is

s mariosuletiva tradition on the British left. It involves

[P g p—

platferm speakers putting "our line", polemical debate

or "victory", and orgenieing demonsirations without the
emocratic participation, in alvence, of =s large 2 gection
s pnesible rf the demcnstrators. £ll this ig, in essence, =
the sharlutist attitude towsrds prliticel esducation and
discuseion that I eriticised in ths firet part of this
sr+ticle. And this is what, I argue, came over most clearly
in the way the polemic was cenducted by both gides on
September 17th. The fact that a vote at the end defeated
the denand that we g~ t~ the U.S. Embassy ie nct very
relevert. . 4t 18 a wvictrry rn an issue whieh we hal

not chogen t» fight, but had had impecsed upon us. Fcr that
resson the evening represented neo advence politically for
those present at it, they were given no chance to enter
into resl politieal discussien.

The cenclusion is short, becszuse it has been the basic
thread of my argument. It is net just that something went
wrrng at cne mesting. It is that our failure et that meeting
meeting was partiaelly due tc 2 feilure %o have a clesr
idea of what the meeting and others like 1%, are
about. We in V.S.C. have acted with = degree of irrespeon-
sibility, in thet we havs never really askel what these
meetings end political discussion ih general, are aboutl.
Are they just showpiece occasions, or dn they have a very
vital rerle in the context of a view of V.S.C.'s educailve
function that hove triel tr argue for here? The need
iz urgent frr a bresd discuesion that should have been
held long ege abeut the naturs cf these meetings and of
the Cempaign 2g = whele. If this discusslon never takes
place then we ghell continue, irrespongibly, to nake
militant leaps in the dazk.

D £uHy
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Ths V.8.C. badly nads financial contributions. At tha
prasant timg, w3 sr3 spandlng s grast d2al of monoy on
prsparstions for Octebar 27, In additlon, monsy is no:ded
to carry on our normal activitios, TIf w3 ars to axlst gs
5 strong organisation aftar Oct., 27, it 1s sssontial that
w3 ralas mon3ay now, If sach msmbsr of tha v,s8.C, would
mak3: out o benkar's ordor for 5 shlllings por month, wo
would b3 abls to msat our sxpsns2s, Surely 5s. par month
is not too much to givas to ths onaz organisstion in Britaln
whizh 1s sffoctively opposing U.S, sggrossion 1n Vietnsm,
Fill in s bankar's corder todsy, payabls to

Viastnam Solidority Campalgn

120 Commarcial Road

London, B, 1




HAS V.S.C. A FUTURE ? by GEOFF RICHMAN,

V.S5.C. has grown in numbers and scope in the pas=t year.
From a minority position in the peace movement, it has become
a regl organisation carrying the message of golidarity with
the Vietnamese liberation struggle into the vanguard of
political life, sweeping the inchoate and fragmented Left
along with i1t. But its reeponsibilities have grown in even
greater measure. To introduce the meaning of the wictory of
the h.L.F. a2gaingt U.S. aggression, first into the whole
working class movement, and then into the thinking of the
mase of the population, demands more than a propagandist
role. It requires organisation, which will gualitatively
change the relation of forces within the Left and in public
life, and this can be done only if the unity which uniquely
characterises V.S.C. ( no conetituent element having the
cepacity for this +task) ecan be consciously developed so
es to transform in turn the elements within V,S.C. Only
then cen we confront the British Government with power,
and thus challenge its complicity in the war, & complicity
which buttresses U.S. imperielism thrcoughout the world.

The wer in Vietnam is not an isclated event. It typifies
the world wide struggle against imperialist oppression, and
thue can truly be identified with oppression wherever it
occurs, including within the Western cepitalist societies.
ind so eucceegg in that etrugzle rightly inspires and
entauses people with the belief that we too can successfully
confront oppression at home. It gives us the courage to
think in terms of ourselves as a new society in the msking,
ag contrasted with a protest movement which seeks to change
the policy of existing Govermmentes and structures. It is
this liberating effect which gives our demonstratione their
militancy, for they ar: an example of something that we '
decide upen and determine, rather than a response to what
suthority decides..

The persgpective of V.S5.C. must be for =n anti-
imperialist movement which will give meaning to the slogsn
of eclidarity " their victory is our victery". Thie ig in
no way saying thet V.S5.C. must becrrme the revelutionary
party, or change from & gingle issue to 2 multi- issue
movement. On the zontrary, it concentrates rn Vietnenm
precisely by showing the relaticn between such festures
ag the wer and British fereign and domestic prlicy, the
econecniic penetration of Britain by the U.S.4A., the
degradation of cultural end social life by imperialism, the
impact of sutheritarianism and the ssnee of zimleggness felt by

ordinary perple. To win pecple for & esolidarity line they
neve to be moved te 2et prlitically, and we have to under-
etand how tec make the ccnnecticn for them. lLgain, the link
iz not mades by mere sgynpathising with their problems, but
by injecting the political content of the Vietnsm war into
the discussion, 8o that they recognise the tctal nature of
the gystem, and its oppression, and the necessity tc confront
it politiecally.




This perespective dres net tell us specifically what to %
lo. It implies hrwever the sbaonlute necessity for a real
debete within V.S5.C. on the nature eof our problema. It slso

meana two demonstrations =z year falls short by a2 long way
from echieving cur esirg. Have we really exheuated the
potential which V.S.C. hag frr mebiliging political ennac-
inusnesag?
Obvirugly, we need 30 t» 40 flourishing V.5.C. branches
which een cnrry rat sustained campaigsns rn whatsver they |
feel relevant to our prlitical “Eplr 1tions, including the
ability to plan and organise demonstretirns at & higher level
( ene which really schieves and manifests power) than we
heve go far mansged. Based on individusl members with 2 real
gense of identity with, =2nd snthusiasn for V.S5.C. itself,
these brenches will have to develppe 2 new style. Again
debate iz needed, but here are twe examples. Firstly cnrmrades
should reed cerefully Deve Clerk's letter in Elack Dwarf,
centresting the minimel value of leafletting with ths
interection echieved between V.S.C. members and the publie
through the wall prster he describes ( the folk ni “htﬂ on
everspill estates cre a further attempt tc invelwve the
eudience).The vital element here is fesdback - "we do have
gome pogitive indicetirn of pecple's fez=ling sbout the war
AFD ALSO ABOUT OURSELVES".
Secondly, I will try and anelyse the experience of the
k.W. London ed- hoc committee. For the Bank Holidsy fair on
Hempatead Heath, we planned leafletting and publicity -
using postere; cardboard beoxes covered with slogansg which
we could wear, rcaettea end badges, effigies rf Jrhnson
and Wilson to hang from trees , & mnbile dragon representing
Vietnam etec. In the svent, elthough sbout 20 pecple turned
up, there wes nn crhesion, no collective action, and very
little interscticn with the thousands nf pecple who took
cur leafletsg. Bad planning, due to taking on more than we
eruld aschieve, smphasised nur seperaticn and isolation from
the public anf mede ue feel despondent and that politicae was
a2 duty, ie. a2 mnral exsrcise nnt 2 develnpement cof ztrength.
Later, we plenned a street thestres with & simple sketch
on the war, snd a strest meeting with it. This ceptured the
enthugiasm of members, and sbout 25 turned up shd wse had =
cerowd arrund us, 2 regponse to our lesflets, and began to
telk to perple. Ls a result, we felt positive about 'the . !
activity, wanted tp imprcve and deévelop the idea, rether
then esking:" what cn esrth should we {o?" The lessons are-
1) The activity represented what members wanted tn dn, it
wag demncretic.
2) We had set out tn do something which wes within our power,
and er ccull juige successes end feilures.
3) There was e common activity, concentrating our forcee and
ernhancing enllective strength, instead of digpersing it.
4)_As & result of all this we had get through to people far
more, they recrgnisel ~ur Beripusness becsuse they could
see nur cnllectivity.
5) In a2 simple wey, the street theatre beging ton bresk down




the conformist life-style, by being culturally active
insterd of passive, and by trying to invrlve the sudience
instead of offering them an rhject ( a leeflet). It is also
uncenventional in itself, and thus bresks down self-
conscinusness and gtaid beheviour.

If the theatre develrps there shnuld be more mcvement,
more sulience participation, more pnliticzsl discuseion,
and eventuelly new forms of asctivity such as demcnsirations
focussing cn directors rnf firms engaged in complicity (e.f.
the succesgful acticn of G.L.C. tenants nver the disgrepsair
and rate in an East End block nf flats, by demonstrating
at the hrme of the chairman of the housing committee).

In the light of the points mede se far, do we know who
is in V.S5.C. and why, and how beyrnd paying a subscription
they would 1 ke tr work? Is V.S.C. democratie, does everyone
play a part in making descigicnsg? Do we know much about the
teng of thousends whe support our demrnetrations? Have we
the forces tc experiment and discover how to sustain
campalilgns on ecmplicity in the wer, on anti- imperislist
propagania? Cen we produce & steady etream of literature
or & journal which will be a genuine forum for debate end
heve an impact on the Left? Can we develop an eudience
frr and zive politiczl wvalue to the artistiec theatrical
end culturel feorces in general which challenge the cultural
oppression of the system? Can we protect curselves from
digruption by such zlements as B.V.S5.F., or prevent
curselves being diegsnlved inte the ad-hoc commitiee on
gach dennonstration?

Are we going tc come out of Oct. 27th with perspectives
end a cheallenge to grow and develrp, or can we think of
nothing better than "March 17th in 19697 If eo, V.5.C.
gtands in real danger of decline in the next few mrnths.

If V.5.C., hza a future, cnly we can create it.

Angry arts Film Soclity snnounc:s 1ts sicond s:ason.

Progremm2 1l: "(QUBa ST It Oct 14/15
Chris Markor's documintary of Custra's Cuba.
Programms 2: "ONE FOURTH OF HUMaNITY" Nov 18/19
fdgar Snow on Chins, rivolution to mid-60's,
Programmz 3: "SND OF A RIVOLUTION2Y Dac 16/17

Bolivis--Chat's dasth and Dabruyts trisl.,
snd "A GRCUP OF TERROKISTS ATTaCHED®
african gusrrilla wer in Portugu:ss Guinid,
Progromm2 4: ™THE 17TH PaRaLLSL" Jan 13/14
Jorls Ivana! study of front-1in: North Vist-
nemisa villaga,

Tick:ts 1n sdvsnc2 only, from Anzry arts Film Sociosty
59 Flast 3t,., B.C.4

"NIWSKEEL": "niws sirvicd for ths Amaric:in 1l:ft, Pilms
3vallabls for loczl showing st £1 from angry arts Film
Sociaty,




Pross statemsnt on tha Octobar 27th demonstrstlion agalnst
ths Wer In Vietnem, Octobsr 2nd 1963,

-

Wa are cslling this press confarasnce to gives you information
and answar gusstions about tha forthcoming Octobar 27th mass
mobllisation which will be sgainst tha Amarican sggrassion in
Vietnam, snd tha British Iasbour Governmants support for the
war,

Alresdy all signs point to this demonstrs tion baing the
Plzgost sver to bs hald in Britaln sgsinst the Vistnsm war,

Repgrée from Ad-hoc committees and organisations all over the country
indicate that it will bech bigeer than the March 17th demonstration,
We are convinced that the increase in numbers will not necessarily be
due to our cwn organizaticnal abilities, but will be due to the f
increasing anger and frustration which more and more pecple feel about
the Labour Governments support for the imericans in Vietnam, It is alsc
elear that hopes that the Paris nepctiations weuld end the war were an
illusion, as the Americans are now clearly inereasing their attacks on
Vietnam,
Cur hope is to bring this anger cut onto the strests. We wish to help 1
recple realize that the best way to bring the wer tc an end is by first
taking mass action themselves and tc cenfront government poclicy on
Vietnam with an escalating opposition cutside Parliament. That is why
we are organizing the Ccteber 27th demonstration, We hope to show the
world that the criminal policy pursued bv the Labour Govermment does
not have the support of the British people,
The route of the demonstration, which has been apreed upen by Ad-Hce
committees and supporters throughout the ccuntry and in London is
the following: We will assemble on the Embankment orposite Charing Cross
Cross at 2,00 pm and thenproceed east to Slackfriars, We will turn
nerth to Fleet Street and back west past the Australian High Commissioners
office where we will register cur cppesition to Australian invelvement inyn
the war. We will then march to Whitehall to protest at S.E.A.T.0. offices
and Downing Street and the Ministry of Defence. After that we will go
through Vietoria to Hyde Park where we will hold a mass rally apainst
the war. Jean-Faul Sartre, the world-famous philosorher and critic of
the war has been invited tc speak., We would like the police to stay
awsy from the demecnstration and rally sc that there will be no arrests
and provocations,

———

-y

Issued by the Cctober 27th. Ad-Hoc Committes
120, Commercial Road,
London, E.1,
tel, LEO-6789

Avsllsbls from Vac:
"THE MATURE OF MASS DEMONSTEATIONGY

A4 pomphlet by John Barpor, Anslysas mass doamonstratlons

in teorms of thoir ravolutionsry potsntisl, Providas a good

foesl point for loesl group dlscussions on why ws damonstrato,
Slxpsncafcopy. Bulk ratss svallsbla,




American Soldiers and the Vietnam Protest Movement «ss E. Tate

One of the least publicised aspects of the American Vietnam protest move-
ment has been its impact upon the army. Anti-war sentiment inside the
army was high-lighted recently when uniformed soldiers participated in
Vietnam protest actions. Un September 17th, &4 contingent of goldiers led

a demonstration in San Franciscoj and also participated in a teach—in againat
the war. The oppositicn will escalate a step further on October 12th when
servicemen plan a mass mobilisation of uniformed men against the war.
Another development has been the mushrooming of soldiers' anti-war "under-
ground" newspapers. It is estimated that there are twelve such papers cir-
culating in the West Coasi area of the United States.

Thea October 12th sction is being publicised by the servicemen with a unique
leaflet to show that the military brass cannct legally punish participants —
someone high-up in Pentagon eircles, cobvicusly with some sympathies to the
Vietnam protest movement, leaked the text of a message to the United States
Airforce Communications Centre which shows the degree of concerm in ruling

circles. 3

The following is a reprint of the original text:

"Paraonal from General McCormell from General Estes.

"SUB. 2nd lLieutenant Bugh ¥. Smith FV3179560. I am informed that facts and
circumstances of this matter have been discussed with you by General Manss
end Capucci and that there is secretarial interest. (Secretary of the army -
E.T.) Smith is organising a 'Peace in Vietnam' demonstration for men in

uni form to take place in San Francisco. He applied for and received a per—
mit for a demomstration to be held on 21 September. BSubsequently, permit
changed to 12 Cctober. Strongly believe this demonstration should be quashed
if possible because of possible severeimpact on military discipline through-
out the services. There is no AFR (Air Force Regulations -E.T.) specifically
proscribing this activity. AFR3I5-T8 is pointed solely to civil rights demo—
nstrations. Since there are national policy considerations in such an
order it should emanate from DOD (Department of Defense — E.T.) or at least
Air Force level. I recommend this be done at once so that Smith will rTe-—
alise that if he proceeds he subjects himself with certainty to criminal
punitive action.

"In the absence of a regulation or order specifically prohibiting such
activity belisve any crimins]l prosecution would be temious po say the least,
particularly in view of the political climate of the day.

"If the foregoing is unattainable, I reluctantly recommend thet we be given the
authori ty to procesd with dispatch with the AFR16-) action which hms been
recommended by the commander 349MAW and concurred in by General Sherill, comm-—
ander 22AF. I realize this would result in a discharge under honourable con—
ditions, tut the disposition of Smith is relatively unimportant as compared fo
the highly undesirable impact on military discipline if armed forces persomnel
are permitted to demonstrate in uniform against national defense policies with
impuni ty.

BT

WA

"The Pentagon, Washington D.C., 29 August, 1968." over/




That anti-war sentiment should show itself inside the army is not sur—
priéing. It iz a conscript army composed of the poor working class, with
a high percentage of blacks; people unable to escape either by fleeing the
country or by a college deforment. It is no more immune to the tensions
and opposition generated by the war machine than the rest of the general
population.

According to a recent visitor to Saigon Fred Halstead, a leading Vietnam

protest activist from the U.S5. who is running a roevolutionary socialist

campaign in the presidential elections, class feelings and consciousness is

higher in the army than it is in the rest of the population. There i= a
widespread resentment, spilling over to hatred for the officers by the

ordinary scldier. )

The explosive implications of this development cannot be over-emphasised |
enough. It would seem that the Ameriecan protest movement has made a turn
towards trying to influence and help soldiers carry out anti-war activity
in the army. Local groups in the various cities have set up coffee houses
near bases to enable them to get to know G.I.s. Others have begun to set
up literature stands carrying literature explaining why the Umited States
ghould get out of Vietnam. This is a turn away from draft resistence and
encouragement of desertion, which at the most only involved relatively few
people and did not touch the mass of the army because for anyone who took
that step it meant either a long court case and prison sentence or it
meant he left the country, possibly for the rest of his life.

If the American protest movement succeeds in carrying its opposition into the
armys it will have brought the defeat of American aggression in Vietnam that
mich nearer. Without a reliable and stable army, the imperialists could
not procecd, or even use it to maintain eivil order in ths United States.
When the grouping of black scldiers refused to embark for Chicago, they

only posed the question: what would happen if the mass of the army was
similarly infected? This process has been helped along by the draft bogprd
which has lifted the deferment on college graduates: for the first time

in the course of the war, the same people, the young, recently radicalised
ccllege anti—war activists will find themselves in the army. Will they
become just ordinary soldiera?

V.3.C. branches in the various areas could help in carrying ocut some anti-—
war activity in the army. Many soldiers and servicemen are opposed to the
war but they are isoclated and alone: we should toy to reach them — dis—
cuss with them and even help them. Get away from the notion that they
should desert. It iz foo HWg a jump. Give them literature on what their
follow soldiers are deing in the United States to help end the war, maybe
they could do the seme here. Is thers a local base near you?

PURLICITY MATERIAL FOR OCTOBER 27
The folleowlng msterial 1s svallabls for uss by local
groups, or individuals, to launch a local campalign about
Oct, 27, Sand ordars to V38C, 120 Comm3arcial Rd,, E. 1
-postars, in ths form of an NLF flag, cnnouncing tho domo:

6d, par postor L....s S0 for £1.

~lzaflots for the damo: 1000 for 25 shillings
-gblckers for tha domo: 1000 for 2 5 shlllings
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N OF VSC

By Brian Doulsb
V3l and Iist London I,S,

Tha war In Vistnsm has schtsvad more, In tarms of inta -
a3st ocnd support in 8 movomant, thin ANY OTHSE 1ssu: dur-
ing the past 18 rmonths, But, naelthar ths intsrast, nor

th: support, hus smonstsd from ths Britlish working class!

Thos3 of us who ware prasont st tha Netlonil Council m3st-
inz in shaffisld amd tho Londen public maszting =2t tha
Comway Hell sxporisncad this frustration which has for too
long p2rpstustad fuctional argumints rasulting in, "Whara
to 20 on Cetobsr 27th." For onea, l:t's pus: ths gquadtion
of how do ws win worlkirsg! support te build =nd rmoblliss
around the war--but moras important, how can wi dirsct

this to ons of long t:rm support for tha ravolutionary
movemant,

To schisve this, w3 must maks ths warp HEAL to the British
worksr--but withcut st th: s:m3 tims losing lneraising
support from tha univirsity, ste, Tha militant worksry

1s not unimprisssad by americcn brutslity, but ha oftaen
f5ils to s33 how 1t is connsetad with his own prassing
concarns and whst hs csn do about 1t, Wi must maka tha
polnt-by-pcint significanc: of ths links to Britlish secon-
omie, political and morsl support for ths sgerassion 1n
t2rms whieh ar3: rilsvent--and this masns CHANGING THS
ESMPHASIS of our propsgsndas from iﬁﬁt indication to cons-
tant pointsd proposinda of WHAT iHE VAR N2ANS Tor ths
British sconomy, ote,~-N0T VAGUZ T3IRMINOLOGY OR PATRONI -
SATION, BUT CLARIIY ., This was thy whols basis of I.8.'s
and thy Naticnal Councilts "combinza® proposal for tha
political stratigy of thi dumcanstrstion--to show ths dirsct
links, NOT AS S2CONDAKY BUT INTEGhkaL RE430NS for tha
Covsrnmznt's repr: ssiva polielss to tha working cls ss,
But if this strutugy is only Jmploysd in cur 4dasmonstra-
tions, ws ur3 still going to bz facod with continyad

lack of support snd thi possiblility of VSC's disaolutiaon,
Tha WHOLS parspictiviy of tha campslgn must bas on thia
stratagy for twc sood rassons: 1) as praviously monticnaed,
to sucecsssfully bulld 5 Vietnam compsipgn with a long-
t:rm parspsctivo espzbla of diricting support to the
ravolutionsry moviment; snd 2) to bring this 1l:ft group-
Ings clos:r by 5 sound =nd cliarly dafinid programms

for en enti-wer movaim:nt,

Mny comradas h.v: gtatsd timo snd tims again, 1t1g
not s metter of whsro we go on n domonstrotion BUT VWHY!
The argumant for » dumonstration to Grosvanor Sguars
complately ignoras politieal commen sansa, To talk in




tarms of storming "the lalr of Amarlcsn imporiallam®

i1s plotant nalvots (not to montlion ins:nityl!). Com-

radas should hsva ronlis:d by now that trylng to fight
Amarican aggrassion 1n Vistnem on ths stops of tho ombassy
is l:2ading us into o blind slley. Porhaps thoy should
raomambor Ho Chl Minh's statomsnt that the bast way to

help tha Viastnamasa Raveclution 1s by ecrastling a Ravolutlion
in your own country, Instaad of frultloessly wasting time
snd 2nergy outsids the U,.S. 2mbissy, thay could halp
organiss and bulld s strongz, consclous working-class
movamant snd unitsd party. Unfortunataly, they ara only i
capable of virbal disrrhoss sand intant upon axtainding

TAist of Loeol ad Foe Committ:sIn/around Londen

1) North London Ad Hoec = Jerry Osnar
19 T=1lbot Ed., N.6 FIT-3365

2) East London Ad Hoe - Brlan Douisb
8 Malvarn Rd., 5.8 254 .9336

3) Kantish Town Ad Hoe - Dove Slaney
31 Dartmouth Psrk H1ll
Na'iad 267-0281

4) sSouth Essex Ad Hee - Janny Maldsn
7 Cawdor Houso, Camaron Closs
Brantwood, 3ssax

5) southisst London ad Hoc - 41 Richardson
27 Pasrmsn St., S.8.1

6) Vast Middlasex ad Hoc - Mlike Msrtin
37 Thornton AVa., W.4d

7) Northmiast ILendon - Mag Turnar
28 ¥Mllman R4,

Quazn's Park, N,W.6 GEs 3636 i
8) Croydon Ad Hoc - Barbara Villson 3
27 Tha Glada ’

Shirlay, Croydon CRO 709

9) Surray ad Hee - Stava Geldborough
Courlsnd Grovs Hall
Courland Grovs, S.W.B8

To find out sbout loesl committass outside London, plensa
gst in touch with VSC netionsl hasdquarters,

e




