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LABOUR AND WAR

A FRESH LE>SON

by Leon

Twenty years after the first 1mperialist world war
which completely destroyed “ democratic ™ illusions,
the leaders of the Comintern are trying to prove that
the capitalist world has radically altered its nature;
that imperialism is no longer the decisive factor on
our planet; that world antagonisms are determined.
not by the predatory interests of monopoly capital,
but by abstract political principles, and that the
new slaughter of peoples will be a defensive war
on the part of innocent, peace-loving democracies
against the * Fascist aggressors.” Human memory
must indeed be very short if, on the eve of a new
imperialist war, the adventurists of the Third Inter-
naticnal dare to put in circulation the very ideas
used by the traitors of the Second International to
dupe the masses during the last war,

There is, however, more to it than mere repetition.
Inasmuch as capitalism has, during the last quarter
of a century, reached a very advanced stage of
decay in economy as well as politics, the falsifica-
tions of the Third International assume an incom-
parably more obvious, cynical and debased character
than was attained by the social-patriotic doctrines of
the last war. The leaders of the Second Inter-
national who had already lost faith in the virtues
of *democratic” formulz and wer: verging on
utter despair, seized with astonishment and a new
hope upon the unexpected assistance of the Comin-
tern. Following them, a section of the imperialist
bourgeoisie cast its eves toward the Communist

Trotsky

patriots.  Such is the chief source of the rotten and
infamious policy of “ People’s Fronts.”

Every profound crisis—whether economic, politi-
cal or military—has its positive side, in that it puts
to a test all the various traditional magnitudes and
formul®, laying bare the rottenness of those that
served to mask “ peace-time” contradictions, and
thereby spurring forward the general development.
The diplomatic crisis over Czechoslovakia excellently
performed this progressive task. It only remains
for Marxists to draw all the necessary political con-
clusions from the recent experience.

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE LAST WAR.

Let us begin with a brief backward glance. The
war of 1914-1918 was, as is well-known, a “war
for democracy.” The alliance of France, Great
Britain, Italy, and the United States enabled the
social-patriots of the Entente to keep their eyes
shamefully shut to the fifth ally, Czarism. After
the February, 1917, revolution overthrew Nicholas
II, the democratic front was definitely aligned.
Only the incorrigible Bolsheviks could still clamour
thereafter about imperialism. Was it really worth
cavilling because the liberal Miluikov, and the
quasi-socialist Kerensky wanted to grab Galicia,
Armenia and Constantinople? In the end, Milui-
kov and Kerensky explained that the Bolsheviks
were simply the agents of Ludendorff {the “ Hitler *
of that day).
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The war ended with the complete victory for the
democracies, although Soviet Russia, led by the
Bolsheviks, had abandoned their holy camp. The
result of that victory was the Versailles treaty, paid
for, to be sure, by millions of lives, but designed to
establish once and for all on this earth, the reign of
democracy, the free development of nations and the
peaceful collaboration of peoples on the basis of
peneral disarmament. The League of Nations
crowned the conquests of a war which was sup-
posed to have been a war “to end all wars ”—so
promised Wilson and the Second International.

A paradise, however, did not materialise, but
something rather which very much resembled hell.
The peace of Versailles suffocated Europe. Econ-
omic life was suffocated by protectionism. The
war “for democracy "’ ushered in an epoch of tie
final decline of democracy. The world became
more poverty-striken and confined. One state after
another took the road to a fascist or a military die-
tatorship. International relations grew more and
more menacing, Disarmament came in the form of
programmes of militarism which would have scemned
like a nightmare on the eve of the last war. The
first clashes of new and bloody conflicts began to
take place in different parts of the world. This very
moment was chosen by the Comintern to abandon
the last remnants of internationalism and to pro-
claim that the task of the new era was an alliance
between the proletariat and the decaying imperialist
democracies  “ against  fascism.” 'The greatest
source of infection in the world is the heap of filth
that remains of what was once the Communist
International, *

THE STRUGGLE FOR AND AGAINST A
NEW PARTITION OF THE WORLD. |

Certain theoreticians of the Second International,
like Kautsky, who tried to envisage some sort of
perspective, expressed a hope that the imperialists,
having measured their forces in the great slaughter
of the peoples, would be compelled to arrive at an
agreement themselves and to establish a peaceful
rule over the world in the form of a corperation
(the theory of “super-imperialism™). This philis-
tine-pacifist theory—a social-democratic shadow of
the League of Nations—tried to shut its eyes to two
processes: first, the constant change in the relation
of forces between the various imperialist states, with
the utter impossibility of measuring these changes
in practise except by force of arms; second, the
liberating struggle of the proletariat in the metro-
politan centres and of the colonial peoples, a strug-
gle that is the most important factor in disrupting
the equilibrium, and which by its very nature ex-
cludes the possibility of *peaceful” imperialist
looting. Precisely for these rcasons, the pro-
grammes of disarmament remain miserable utopias.

The flagrant and ever-growing disproportion be-
tween the specific weight of France and England,

not te mention H:lind D:lzlum, and Portugal,
in world econnmy S i al dimensions of
their colonial = much the source
of world conilics mew wars as the insatiable
greed of the = fas cressars.  To put it better,
the two phenomenas bur rews sides of the same
cain.  Thz 1 2 " English and French democ-
racies rest on the suprression of national-democrat'c
movements of bhundreds of millions in Asia and
Africa for the saks of the super-profits derived from
them. Conversely. Hitler and Elussolini promise
to become more ~ moderate " if they obtain adequate
colonial terrizarv.

The United States, owing to her almost total
possession of :n entire continent with inexhaustible
natural weal:tk. and owing to favourable historical
conditions, has extended her sway over the world
very * peacefully ™ and “ democratically,” if we dis-
regard such erffles as the extermination of the
Indians, the robbery of the choicest portions of
Mexico, the crushing of Spain, the participation in
the last war, and se on. This “idyilic” mode of
exploitation. belongs now, gowever, to the past.
The rapid and fearful decay of American capitalism
poses before it the question of life and death in a
more and mote obvious military form. From Wil-
son’s pacifist/' 14 points, Hoover’s Quaker ARA.
{the international philanthropic erganisation, Roose-
velt’s reformist New Deal, the doctrine of isolatien,
the laws of absointe neutrality, efc,, the United
States is heading mevitably toward an imperialist
explosion such as"the world has never seen.

TTurled far back by the Versailles peace, Germany
took the task of “ national unification ” as the basis
of its imoerialist programme. Under this slogan,
Fascism. the legitimate heir of Weimar democracy,
was born and grew strong.  What an irony of fate!
In its period of historical rise {from the Napoleonic
wars to the Versailles peace of 1871) the belated
German bourgeoisie proved incapable of achieving
national unification through its own strength. Bis-
marck only half-fulfilled this task, leaving almost
intact the entire feudal and particularist rubbish.
True, thz revolution of 1918 abolished the German
dvnasties only because the social democracy was
powerless to save them!), but betrayed by the social
democracy into the hands of the Junkers, the
bankers, the bureaucracy, and the army officers, the
revolution was incapable not only of assuring a
centralised Greater German Republic, but even of
centralising bureaucratically the Germany of the
Hohenzollerns. Both these tasks fell to Hitler.
The leader of Fascism came forward, in his own
fashion, as the continuator of Bismarck, who in his
turn had been the executor of the bourgeois bank-
rupts of 1848. But this is, in the long run, only
the superfictal aspects of the process. Its social
content has radically changed. From the progress-
ive factor that it was, the national state has long
been transformed in advanced countries into a brake
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on the development of productive forces. Ten
millien more Germans within the boundarics of
Germany do not alter the reactionary nature of the
national state. in their own way, the imperialists
understood this very well. For Hitler it is not at
all a question of “ unifying Germans” as an inde-
pendent task, but of creating a broader European
drill-ground for future world expansion. This
crisis over the Sudeten Germans, or rather over the
Sudeten mountains, was an. episode on the road
toward the struggle for colonies.

A new partition of the world is on the ovder of
the day. The first step in the revelutionary educa-
tion of the workers must be to develop the ability
to perceive beneath the ofhcial formule, slogans,
and hypocritical phrases, the real imperialist appe-
tites, plans, and calculations.

L3
THE IMPERIALIST QUARTET REPILACES
THE “FRONT OF DEMOCRACIES.”

The lamb-like docility of European democracics
is the product not of love of peace, but of weakness.
The cause of weakness is nat the democratic répgime
as such, but rather the disproportion between the
economic foundations of the metropolitan centres
and the colonial empires inherited from,the past.
To this disproportion is added the “liberating
struggle of the colonies which threatens, especially
in time of wat, to flare into a revolutionary confla-
gration. In shese conditions, decaying ** democracy ™
really becomes a supplementary source of weaknes$
for the old imperialist powers.

Open  reaction in France undoubtedly profits
from the capitulations of the People’s Front. We
can expect with certainty a strengthening of French
Fascism, favoured by the patronage of leading
military circles. In England, where the conserva-
tive bourgeoisie i1s in power, the Labourite oppo-
sition will probably gain more in the next period
than- Fascismm. But in view of the entire historic
situation, the assumption of power by the Labour
party can only be an episode, or more exactly, a
stage on the road to more radical changes. Neither
Major Attlee nor Sir Walter Citrine will be able to
cope with the malignant spirits of our epoch!

Somehow, the “world front of demacracies ”
promised by the charlatans of the * People’s
Fronts” found itself replaced by a Four-Power
front of Germany, Italy, England, and TFrance.
After the Munich Conference, where England and
France capitulated to Hitler, with the as-always
equivocal mediation of Mussolini, the heads of the
four states appeared before their respective peoples
as national heroes: Hitler has unified the Germans;
Chamberlain and Daladier had averted war; Musse-
lini—helped both sides. Long live the Big Four!
The petty bourgeois fraternity which the G.P.U.
usually mobilises for all kinds of pacifist congresses
is already beginning to turn toward the new
messiahs of peace. The French socialists abstained

on the question of voting special powers to Daladier,
the hero of capitulation. The abstention was only
a transitional step from the camp of Moscow to
the camp of the Big Four. The isolation of the
Stalinist pratorians in the Chamber of Deputies
and in the Senate symbolised the complete isolation
of the Kremlin in European polities.

But it can already be stated with certainty that
the Munich quartet is as little capable of preserving
peace as the * front of democracies " that was never
realised. England and France threw Czechoslovakia
into Hitler's maw to give him somcthing to digest
for a time and thus postpone the question of
colonies, Chamberlain and Daladier made very
ungertain promises that a common agreement on

" all controversial issues would be reached. On his

part, Hitler promised to present no more territorial
demands ¢n Ewrope. Thereby he has in any case
indicated his intention to present territorial demands
in other parts of the world. As regards Alsace-
Lorraine, Schleswig, etc, Hitler is at best post-
poning the solution of these questions until the new
world war. Should fascism conquer France in the
next year or two, and the Labour party in England,
these political changes would alter very little the
arrangement of the imperialist figures on the world
chess-board. Fascist France would be as little in-
clined as the France of the * People’s Front” to
vield Alsace-Lorraine to Hitler, or to shares its
colonies with him. The Labour party, impregnated
with the spirit of imperialism, could not mitigate
the antagonism with Italy in the Mediterranean, nor
check the development of the world antagenism
hetween German and DBritish interests. In these
conditions, the Four-Power combination, if ever
realised, will lead only to a new crisis, for which
we have not long to wait. Imperialism is inevitably
and irresistibly heading to a redivision of the werld,
corresponding to the changed relation of forces.
To prevent the catastrophe, imperialism must be
strangled. All other methods are fictions, illusions,
lies.

THE MEANING OF THE GOVERNMENTAL
TURN IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA,

The refusal of France and Britain to defend the
imperialist interests of the Czech bourgeocisie not
only led to the dismemberment of Czechoslovakia
but also to the collapse of its political régime. "This
experience tevealed in a chemically pure form that
Czechoslovakian democracy was not an expression
of the “people’s will” but simply an apparatus
whereby Czech monopoly capitalism adapted itself

to its patron states. Neo sooner did the military

patronage fall away than the democratic machinery
proved not only unnecessary but harmful in that
it threatened to provoke needless friction with
Hitler. The Czech bourgeois leaders immediately
created a mew apparatus of imperialist adaptation
in the shape of a military dictatorship. This
change of régimes was accomplished without the

N
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slightest participation of the people, without now
clections. and even without sny consuitation of the
old parliament. ‘The president, elected by the
people, the arch- democrat,” Dencs, summoned the
ranking general of the republic to power. This
summons at first had some semhblance of a con-
cession to the people who were arouszd. and who
were protestine, demonstrating and  demanding

resistance to [litler, arms in hand. Resistance?

Here is a general as a national leader! Tlaviny
performed this deed, the president withdrew.
\Whereupon the general, formerly at the head of
the armed forces, and who was, so to speak. the
shining sword of democracy, announced his Inten-
tion, for the sake of amity with Hitler, of instituting
a new state rigime. And that was alll

Generally speaking, democracy is indispensab'e
to the bourgeoisie in an epoch of free competition.
Ta monopaly capitalism, resting not en “free”
competition hut on centralised command, democracy
is of no use; it is hampered and embarrassed by
it. Imperialism can tolerate democracy as a noess-
sary evil up ‘o a certain point. DBut its innep.yrge
is toward dictatorship. During thz last war, 22
years aro. Lenin wrote: “'The difference between
the republican-demacrat’ec and monarchic-reaction-
ary imnerialist bourgeo'sie is be'ng effaced precisely
heeaise both of them are rotting.” Further, he
added: ¥ Political reaction g/l along the line is in-
herent in imperalism.”  Ouly hopsless idiots can
halieve that imrialist world antasonisms are deter-
m'ned by the irreconcilizbil'ty between democracy
and Tascism. In fact, the ruling cliques of alt
coumtries look tpon democracy, military dictator-
ship, Fascism, ete., as so many d{ferent mmstruments
for subject ng their own proples to imperialist aims.
Morcover, one of the pobtical rigimes, wis., demoe-
racy, includes withn tself from thz ontset, in the
shape, for example, of the General Stafl, anather
risime that of mltary dictatorsh'p.

In Germany the imperialist howrzeoiz’s, with the
antive assistancs of the soc’al democracy. placed
Tield Marshal Von Hindenburs, as 2 dewndor
amainst Fascism, in the presidential efiiz2. 'nden-
burg, in his turn. summonad Hitler to pover, & tor
which the Field Marshal d'd not, to be sure, resign,
but died. This involves however, morely a ques-
tion ol technique and age. In essence, the o
turn in Czechoslovakia reproduces the ma'n featuy
of the overturn in Germany, revealing thereby &
mainsprings of the political mechanics of imperial-
ism. The question of the Czechoslovakia rlgime
vwas no doubt decided bohind the scenes at cont-
ferences of raasnates of Czech, French, British anl
(ierman capitalism, tozether with the leaders of the
Geperal Stalfs and of the dipomats, The chiel
coneeri in shiftine the state bonndarics was to cause
a3 little damase as possible to ihe interests or the
fncacial oligarchy.,  The ehane in orientation from
France and Tngland to Gerany signified essen-
t'aily an exchange of stocks, a new diviaion of mili-

tary orders for th: Skoda plants and so on.

Mobady, by the way. concerned himself with the
position of the social democracy and the ex-
communist party, because in Czechostovalia they
were no more capable of resistance than were their
elder brothers in  Germany. Bowing before
“national necessities  these utterly corroded or-
ranisations did everything in their puwer to paralyse
the revolutionary resistance of the working class.
Alter the overiurn has bzen consunmated, the
financial cl'que will probably hold a “referendum,”
ie., provide the people, driven into a blind aliey,
with the precious opportunity of “aporoving.”
under the muzzle of Syrovy's gun, the changes made
without them and apgainst them.

- BHOULD CZECHOSLOVAKIA'S “ NATIOQNAL

NDEPENDENCE” BE DEFENDED?

During the &ritical week in September, we have
bzen informed, ¥oices were raised even at the left
flank of socialism; holding that in casc of sz’
combat " between Czechoslovakia and Germany, the
proletariat would be obliged to help Czechoslovaka
and save her Y national indeoendene2,” even insan
alliance with Benes. This hypothetical s'tuaiion
failed to arise. The heroes of Czechoslovakian in-
dependence, as was to be expocted, cap'tulated with-
out a struggle. It is impossible, however, in the
interests of the future, not to point out here the
pross and dangercus blunder of these out-of-scason
theoreticians of “national independence.”

Fven irrespective of its international ties, Czecho-
slovakia is an absolutely imperialist state. Econ-
om’cally, monopoly capitalism reigns there. Polit'-
ca’ly. the Czech bourgeoisie rules (perhaps soon we
w1l ave to say. used to rule) over scveral oppressed
nationlities, A war, even on the part of isolated
Crechoslovakia, would thus have been waged not
for national independence but for the preservation
end, if possible, the cxtension of the borders of
imoerialist exploitation.

fiven if the other imporial'st states were not
immediately involved, it would bz imporra’ss’ble to
comsider a war between Czechnslovaliln and Ger-
many apart [rom the pattern of Luropean and world
rmporialist relations of which such a war would have
baen an episode. Within a month or two, a Czecho-
Geooman war—if the Cuzech bourgeois'e was desirous
anid capable of fighting—would almost incvitably -
have involved other states. Tt would thercfore be
an error for Marxists to definz thelr position on
the basis of episodic diplomatic and military group-
in7s rather than on the basis of the gencral character
oi the sociat forces behind this wear,

“We have reiterated on hundreds of oceasions the
irrepluceable and invaluable thests of Clausewits
that war is but the continuation of palitics by other
means, In order to determine in cach given stance
the historic and social character of a war, we must
he guided not by impressions and conjectures but
by a cetenttfic analysis of the politics which pre-
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ceded the war and conditioned it. These politics
from the very first day of the formation of patched-
up Czechoslovakia were of an hmperialist character,

It may be argued that after separating the
Sudeten Germans, the Hungarians, the Poles, and,
perhaps, the Slovaks, Iitler will not stop before tha
enslavement of the Czechs themselves, and that in
th's case their struggle for national independence
would have every claim upon the support of the
proletariat,  This manner of formulating the ques-
tion is nothing but social-patriotic sophistry. What
paths the future development of imperialism antag-
onisms will follow, we do not know. Complete
destruction of Czechoslovakia is, of course, quite
possible.  But it is equally possible that befare this
destruction will have been accorplished, a Euro-
pzan war will break out in which Czechoslovakia
may bz found on the victorious side, and participate

in a new dismemberment of Germany. Is the réle .

ol a revolutionary party. then"that of a nurse to
"~ “crippled 7 gangsters of impegialism?

[t is quite obvious that the proletariat must build
its policy on. the basis of a given war, as it is, ie.,
a3 it has been cosditioned by the whole preceding
course .of development, and not on hypothetical
speculation over the possible strategic outcome of

- the .war, .In such -speculations everyone will in-
variably choose that variant which- best corresponds
to his own -desires, national sympathies and anti-
pathies.” Obviously, such a policy would be not
Marxist- but subjective, not internationalist but
chauvinist in character. ' e

An imperialist war, nn matter in what corner it
begins, will be waged not for “ national indepen-
dence ” but for a redivision of the world in the
interests of separate cliques of finance capital. This
-does not exclude that in passing the imperialist war
may improve or-worsen the position of this or that
“mnation”; or, more exactly, of one nation at the
evpense of another, Thus, the Versailles treaty dis-
membared Germany. A new peace may dismember
France.- Social patriots invoke precisely this pos-
sible “national ” peril of the future as an argument
for supporting ““their " imperialist bandits of the
present,  Czechoslovakia does not in the least con-
stitute an exception to this rule.

In reality all speculative arguments of this sort
and raising bogies of impending national calamities
for the sake of supporting this or that imperialist
bourgeoisie flow from the tacit rejection of the
revolultonary perspective and a revolutionary policy.
Naturally, if a new war ends only in a military vic-
tory of this or that imperialist camp; if a war calls
forth neither a revolutionary uprising nor a victory
of the proletariat; #f a new imperialist peace more
terrible than' that of Versailles places new chains
for decades upon the people; if unfortunate human-
ity bears all this in silence and submission—then
nat only Czechoslovakia or Belgium but also France
can be thrown back into the position of an oppressed
nition (the same hypothesis may be drawn in regard

.

to Germany).  In this eventuality the further fright-
ful decomposition of capitalism will drag all peoples
backward. for many decades to come. OFf course if
this perspective of passivity, capitulation, defeats
and decline comes to pass, the oppressed masses
and entire peoples will be forced to climb anew,
paying out their sweat and blood, retracing on their
hands and knees the historic read once already
travelled, ‘ -

Is such a perspective excluded? - If the proletariat
suffers without end the leadership 'of social-
imperialists and communo-chauvinists; #f the Fourth
International is unable to find-a way to the masses;
if the horrors of war do not drive the workers and
soldiers to rebellion; if the colonial peeples continue
to bleed patiently in the interests of the slave-
haolders, then under these conditions the level of
civilisation will inevitably be lowered and the gen-
eral retrogression and decomposition - may again
place national wars -on the order of the day for
Europe. . But then we, or rather our sons, will have

.to determine their policy in relation to future wars
gn the basis of the new situation.. Fo-day we pro-
"ceed not from the perspective of decline but that of
revolution. We are defeatists. at. the expense of
the imperialists and not-at the expense of the pro-
letariat.  We do not knk.the guestion of . the fate
of the Czechs, Belgians, French and Germans as
natigns with episodic shifts of military fronts during
a new brawl of the imperialists, but with the: up-
rising of the proletariat and its vigtory over all the
imperialists  We look forward and not backward,
The programme of the Fourth International states
that the freedom of all. European nations, small and
large can be assured only within the framework
of the Socialist United States of Europe.

ONCE AGAIN ON DEMOCRACY AND
' - FASCISM.

All of this does not, of course, imply that there is
no difference at all between democracy and Fascisma,
or that this difference is of no concern to the waork-
ing class, as the Stalinists insisted not so very long
ago. The Marxists have nothing in common with
such political nihilism. Only, it is necessary in each
given instance clearly to comprehend the actual con-
tent of this difference, and its true limits, '

For the backward colonial and semi-colonial
countries, the struggle for democracy, including the
struggle for natienal independence, represents a
necessary and progressive stage of historical develop-
meént. It is just for this reason that we deem it
not only the right but also the duty of workers in
these countries actively to participate in the * de-
fence of the fatherland ” against imperialism, on
condition, to be sure, that they preserve the com-
plete independence of their class organisation and
conduct a ruthless struggle against the poison of
chauvinism. Thus, in the conflict between Mexico
and the oil kings and their executive committee,
‘which is the democratic government of Great
Britain, the class-conscious proletariat of the world
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sides wholly ‘with Mexico (this does not of “eourse
an; le to the imperialist Tackeys at the hedd of the
Lritish' Labour part:)

As regards advanced, capitalism. the latter I1
long s'nce outgrown not only the old _propetty forms
bat also the national state, and in consequence
bourgeois de: nocmcy as well, The fundamental

risis of coritemporary civilisation lies prec'sely here.

Liper] alist democracy is putrefying and dis'ntegra-
tny. A programme of “ defence of d]mocrac; Ftor
the advanced countries is a programme of reaction,
The only progressive task here is the preparation of
the, international socialist revolution. Its aim is to
snash the framework of the old national state and
build .up economy in accordance with geographic
and technologlcal conditions, without medizval taxes
and duties. ' 3
Again, th's 'does not-imply an attitude o7 nd’fer-
ence toward the current pobtitical mathods of im-
perialism. ¥n all cases where the counter-revo'u=
tionary forces tend topull ~back away
!ccomposmrr * democmtlc states and towards: ppeg
vincial particularism,” towards monarchy, millitary:
dictatorship, Fascism=-the revolutionary proletariat
withotit assuming thé slightest responsiblity for the
" defence- of - democracy
meet these counter-revelutionaty forees with armed

from the”

(it is indefenc’blel Y will

resistance, in order, if successful, to dlirect its offcn- :

sive drainst 1mper1al*st dcmocraw
This policy, however,’is applicable only "with ré-

gard to internal con‘l.cts, that is, in those cascs

where the strugglc rcaily involves the issue of a

political régime, as was for instance the case

Soain. The part'c1pqhon of Spanish workers in
the strurgle against Franco was their elementary
cduty. DBut precmely and only because the workers
did not succeed in time in replacing the rule of
bourgeois democracy with their own rule, “ democ-
racy 7 was able to clear the path for Fascism.

Tt is, however, sheer fraud and charlatanism to

transfer mechan-cally the laws and rules of the =~

struggle between different classes of onc and the
same nation over to an imperialist war, that is, the
struggle waged by ome and the ~ame cdass of
different pations.. At present, after the fresh ex-

perience of Czechoslovakia, there is no necessity, it « -

cems, to demonstrate that the imporialists are fight-

ing one another not for political principles but for
domi nation over the world under the cover of any
pring'ples that will serve their purpose.

MNMussolini and his closest associates, so far as one
can aather, are atheists, that is they believe neither
m God nor the Devil. The King of Britain and
his min'sters arc mired in medizval superstitions
and believe not only in the Devil but in the Devil’s
arandmother.  Yet this does not mean that a war
between Italy and England would be & war of
science against religion.  Mussolini, the atheist, will
do all in his power to fan the religious passions of
the Mohammedans. The devout Protestant Cham-

“itself;. that the government of the Kr

.and beg.

barlain. will, {or his part, seek assitance Irom the
Pone, and zo on. In the calendar of human pro-
cress, a repu'blic rates above a ‘monarchy. But
does this signify that war waged by repubhcun
France, sav, arainst monarchist Holland for colonies
would be a war of a republic against a monarchy?

e shall not even dwell on thc fact that in the

event of a national war waged by the Bey of Tunis -
amainst France, progress ‘would be on the side of
the barbarian monarch and not that of the imperial-
ist republic.  H:glene occupies an important place

in hum:m cu'ture. But when a murder is involved,

the question of whether the murderer washed his

hands beforchand is not of decisive importance.
To substitute pr ‘tical or moral abstractions for the
actual aims of the warrins imperialist’ camps is not’
to fisht for democracy, but " to help the brtgands
d'sguise their robbery, plllam: and violence. “This
is now precsely thé main {unction” of the Sccond
and Third Iltomat.onals )

TIIE I'\TER\ATIO\IAL POLICY OF THE
« BONAPARTIST KREMLIN: CLIQUE.

k] -
The immedate blow” fell this time on Crecho- -
stovakia. Franc: and England have suffered serfous’
mjury,  But the most formidable blow was sufferad
by the Kremlind Its system of lics, chatlatanisir’ -
and frauds has suffered mternatzonal co‘l.ip;e SRR
Having crushed the Soviet rmasses and Broken
with tle policy of international” revolution. the
Kremlin clique has become, a toy of lmpbrmhsm B
In everything pssential, Stalin’s diplomacy in the
last five years was oaly a reflection of and a supple-
ment to Htler’s dp‘ormcv In 1933 Stalin strove
mirzht and main to become Hitler’s ally. But .the
extended hand was spurned, inasmuch as Hitler, in
scareh of England’s friendship, presented himself
as the saviour of Germany and Europe from DBol-
shevism.  Thereupon Stalin set himaelf the task of
proving to capitalist Europe that it had no need of
Hitler; that Bolshevism contained nesdangers within
lin was a
domestic an‘mal, trained to stand up on its haunches
Thus, in moving away from Hitler, or
more e\ac*I} in being repulsed by him, Stalin
gradu.ﬂl\ zcame:a lackey and hired assassin in the
service of the countries of sated imperialism,

Tence, this sudden frenzy of genuffection before
gan~rennus boureeols dLmOCI’fSC} on the part of the
totalitarian Kremlin gang; hence, the idiotically false
idealisation of the League of Nations; hence, the
“People’s Fronts” which strangled the Spanish
revolution; hence, the substltutlon for the actml
class struggle of declamations “against Faseism.”
The present international function of the Soviet
bureaucracy and the Comintern was revealed with
especial “impudence  at the- pacifist - congress in
Mexico {September 1938), where the hired agents
of Moscow tried to convince the peoples of Latin
Ameorica that they had to fight not against the all
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too real imperialism that threatened them but solely cheap citrses? upon their former ‘democratic frighd
against Fascism. Benes: because he “capitulated ” prematurely and .

prevented the Red Army from crushing Hitler, re:
. Az was to be expected, Stalin gained neither _gardless’of France’s coyrse. T'His theatrical thijfider
< Iriendship nor trust through these cheap manceuvres. " on]y'fihithinates all the more’ gldringly the iniéé"t@tii:é
The imperialists have become accustomed to apy .; apd'™e y
praisc society not by the declarations of its =~ pefiéd®yéu to beligve in Benés? "Who forced you

“leaders,” and not even by the character of its to contdet'the myth.of ‘the “allidice of deiocra-- : -
political superstructure, but by its social foundation. - éies3”- ! And. ,.;Jastly, who prevented you:' ‘in ‘the

Bg long as state ownership of the means of produc- = “ctiticat hours when all 6f Czechioslovakia was seeth:®
_tion, protected by monopoly of foreign trade is'" - ing fike a camidron, from talling upon the profetariat - - -

+...maintained in the Soviet Union, the imperialists, of Prague to seize power, and:sending the ‘Red
. ipcluding the * democratic ¥ imperialists, will con- Army to their aid? . Apparently-it. is much more’
. tinue 't6 regard Stalin with no more confidence and difficult to fight against fascism than to shoot and
incompirably less respect than feudal-monarchist | poison old Bolsheviks . . . From the example of .
... Europe viewed the first Bonaparte. [urrounded by ~ ~Czechoslovakia, all sinall states -dnd especially aft
... ‘thé aureole of victories and his suite of brilliant ™ *‘tolonial peoples must learn ‘what sort of help they
maféhals, Napoleon could. not escape Waterloo. ™ may expect from Stalin.” - '

Stalinvhas crowned the series of his capitulations,

failures and betrayals with the wholssale destruction Only the overthirow of the Bonapartist Kremlin
of the marshals of the revolution. Can, there b&'’ clique can make ‘possible, the regeneration of the

the slightest doubt about the fate awaiting him: ~  military strehgth of thie U.8.8.R, .;Only the liquida-
= tion. of the ‘ex-Comintern will_ clear the.way for
revolutionary intérnationalism. The strupggle against

~

"The only obstacle in the path of war is the fear

of the property-owing classes of révolution.. So . . . LSS e
lonz as ti;le lEr)rl}“rlmunisgt Inte- *~ " 1 remained truc %truggle aga;nsti Sglul].lsm S%I.Otc}’fd wr{h d(.:"m‘;‘!s' c
to the principles of proletarian revip.ution, it repre- o erk elen f tahlmsm. gect )r lor mdirectly,
sented, together with the Red Armg, with which it :;}::e;: rmﬁietlzx srySls‘:?:ngtl?uits ltt}ie \if;?s}.ta:ng:n;xs%gg;
was closely bound, the most impottant factor for . b

eace Hg.vin rostituted thmp (omintern, and revolution, of socialism, and of the oppressed peo-
peace. g P e ! ples. The sooner the Kremlin gang is overthrown

turned it into an agency of “ demotratic ” imperial- It .

ism; having beheaded and paralvsed the military byut};: alilmed_hoﬁ'ensn}re of the.\?r.orkers, the greate;
power of the Soviets, Stalin has. completely untied will be the ¢ agces] or 4 sglm; ist dregen;lll'atl;on l?
Hitlet’s hands, as well as the hands of Hitler’s ad- the U'S.'S'R"ft; closer an lroa elr Will be the
versaries, and pushed Europe close to war. preepectives of the inte’national revolution.

The Moscow falsifiers are nowadays heaping To be continued in our February issue.

NOW READY

By Leon TROTSKY.

THE LESSON
| OF SPAIN

'The Last Warning.

Order from:

WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL PRESS
14a Chichester Road, London, W.2.

dhiplicity of tige. Kremlin./"“When then ‘¢ém:' .

war, imperialism, and fascism demands a ruthless -
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' Stalin Completes
~ Hitlers Task

From the Opposition Bulletin (No. 66,67} organ
of our Russian section we take the following news
about the whereabouts of the German Communist
immigrants in the Soviet union. '

The following members of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party of Germany were arrested
and shot .as spies: Heinz Neumann, Hermann
Remmele and the parliamentary candidate Schubert.

Werner Hirsh, known as the right hand of Thaél-
‘mann had been released from Hitler's eoncentration
camp in 19335, only to be arrested a short while later

as a Gestapo agent (1) and as the organiser of:the:

arrest of Thaelmann. -He was shot in the year 1937,
In the same year further shootings were carried out
as follows: Susskind, former editor of Rote Fahue
in Berlin and Nikolaus Birkenhauer, former- editor
of the Ruhr-Echo’s and the Rote Fahne. At the
end of 1937 Rudolf Haus, (Hauschild) was also shot
in Moscow. Haus has been a well-known journalist
for the party press, his main subjects were problems
on imperialist war and philosophical questions. - He
is mostly known through the study on the relations
between Marx and Feuerbach. ({ermann Kupter-
stein, a former leader of the Red Front organisation,
left in 1935 for Moscow from Paris, Kupferstein
was mixed up in a shooting affair of two policemen
in 1932 in Berlin. Hitler publicly swore to avenre
this deed and asked for this purpose for the extra-
dition of Heinz Neumann from Switzerland, Pro-
fessor Felix Halle, the well-known advocate of the
C.P.G. was appointed for his defence and eventually
he succeeded in preventing the extradition. But
Hitler has the fullest satisfaction—through Stalin!

Kupferstein, his wife, and Heinz Neumann were L

shot as spies and even Professor Felix Halle has
been in prison since 1936!

Further people imprisoned are: the author Ernst
Ottwald, who was in the first years of his immigra-
tion a regular contributor to the Communist press,
Weltbukne and author of a couple of novels. Only

in 1936 he transferred his residence with his wife -

from Prague to the S.U. where thev were soon
arrested as Gestapo agents; Kurt Sauerland, former
editor of Roter Aufber in Berlin, author of a scanda-
lous baok about dialectical materialism: the Austrian;
Dr. Herber, contributor to the periodical Die
Internationale and Boross who was for many years
correspondent for Inprecorr and Rundschau, Erjauz,
one of the leaders of the Austrian Schutzbund, is

also imprisoned in Kharkov. for the past year.

- The above list-is by no means complete. A large
number of unknown minor fumctionaries, rank and
filers of the party, fled from Hitler's concentration
camps only to be tried by the G.P.U. . The reasons
for this revolting werk of slaughter, which excels the
hangman work of . Hitler. and- Goering, . are quite
unknown. One thing is sure: .that the G.P.U. is
lying in its accr~~~n that all these people are
Hitler’s spies. N .slly are ‘these accusations lies
but they are low -upid, for what stronger con-
demnation of 'y ptical regime of the S.U. could
there be than ths; - the known opponents of Hitler
transform them.jves intc spies when they enter
Soviet territory,-"’".‘;je:eas all those who emigrated to
other. countries remained faithful to- the . cause.
Correct on the other hand. is what we had pointed
out as ‘early as 1930, that Remmele, Neumann,
Hirsch and .Co. helpad ditler to his victory by -their
policy but that Remmele and Neumann were riothing.
but the obedient tools of Stalin, - Stalin is the super
agent of Hitler and Fascism as was pointed out a short
time ago by Mussolini himself. .. The old leaders of
the C.P.G. as living witness of Stalin’s own catas-
trophic policies, now stand in his way. Secing in
them his own reflection he can find only one tested
remedy—to put them against a wall. In this way
again he only serves Hitler and Mussolini, :

Amongst the imprisoned who were-teleased from
Hitler’s jails only to find themselves in Stalin’s jails
are: Professor Felix Halle who has put his tremen-
dous judicial knowledge and life long experience at
the disposal of the fight for proletarian emancipa-
tion. In 1919 he conducted the campaign for the
Iiberation of the Soviet representative Axelrod from
the hands of the Bavarian reaction. With Alfred
Apfel he took part in the years long campaign for
the release of Max Holtz. To assist the proletarian
revolutionaries against the traps of bourgeois court
procedure he wrote the excellent pamphlet “How a
Proletarian Defends Himzelf in a Bourgeois Court.”
He also took a leading part in the fight against
abortion laws. As judicial advisor he assisted the
parliamentary faction of the C.P.G. in the Supreme

. Court in its guerilla warfare in_defence of the free-

dom of their press and organisation. His work has

-always been of great thoroughness and devotion.

His tremendous knowledge of his subject, his excel-
lent argumentations never failed to make a deep
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impression even on the reactionary judges and they
respected, against their wish, such an outstanding
man. At the same time he worked for a very small
income. He took without a murmur the most un-
believable treatment from the bureauvecrats of the
parliamentary faction whe hated him because of
his superior culture and knowledge.

After Hitler’s coming to power when the majority
of the faction had fled the field, Halle still remained
working in his little office under the roof of the
Reichstag, while Nazis already carried the petrol
for the fire. He was arrested on the night of the

fire, February 27-28, but at that time_people were

still concerned over his fate. Well-%nown advocates
the world over, such as George Branting, Moro

Giafferi, Pritt, protested and intervened. And the .

Leipzig judges who has already had enough discom-
fort at the preparatory examinations of the Reichstag
Fire Trial were not in the: least keen to put such a
highly intelligent advocate in the box, because they
were facing enough trouble wi**+*e raw and vulgar
Dimitrov. After a few moi}, = imprisonment. he
was freed and ‘fled to Franc “he took part
in the counter-trial at Paris. - '

At the end of 1934 or the beoo.¥ing of 1935 he -

was called as a lecturer in Internd, nal Law at the
Moscow  University. The publi¢-ohly once more
heard ‘of him in the fight for the right of asylum of
Heinz' Neumann in Switzerland. Since then there

‘has been complete silence about Felix Halle: To-day

we know why, Since 1936 .a¢ has been in prison

and ‘nobody knows if he is still alive. It is im-

portant to know the date of his arrest to find the
cause which gives a clue to-the reasons. In 1936,
at ‘the first Moscow trial of Kamenev, Zinoviev,

Smirnov, etc, Stalin wanted to force the famous

lawyer to take' over the defence of the greatest
scandal in the history of law, in the opinion of the

world. . -While the English K.C. Pritt, voluntarily or

in the hope of jingling coins, offered his services,
Halle, even at the price of his freedom and his life,

was niot to-be bribed. -Even through he said he

was not competent in the spheres of Party politics
he always submitted to the prevailing Party line, to
fulfif his duties in his special sphere. This man,
the most honest and straightforward ever to serve

the Stalinist movement, had to draw a line when

he was asked to defend not as usual a worker against
his exploiter, but to defend :old bolsheviks against
the injustice of the Kremlin oligarchy.

The - question must also be posed:” what has

happened to Halle’s wife;" a faithful and irreplaceable

helper? Has Stalin extended his revenge also to *

her? - :
Among the victims of Stalin is also the actress

1933 to the Soviet Union. In her naivété she’
thought she was in a free country and began in her”
social contacts with old Bolsheviks to interest them’
in the fate of the exiles. This was too much for
the G.P.U. and the delicate woman learned to know
prison and bankhment. There was a rumour in
1935 already that she had attempted suicide by
severing the artery in her wrist. According to the
report of the reliable Swedish Handels vch Sjofarts-
tidning, Karola Neher was a victim of the mass
slaughter in 1937. The saddest and mest shameful *
chapter in this bloody tragedy is the attitude of the’
official German emigration towards the fate of their
members who found refuge in the Soviet Union.
The German ““Popular - Front”, Messrs. Heintich
and Thomas Mann, Bettold Brecht, Lion Feicht-
wanger, Arnold Zweig, Max Braon, Pieck, Dengel,

Merker, and Jacob Walcher, as well as their papers® - .
the Weltbuehne, the Pariser Tageszeitung, the - .

Volksseitung and the Neue Front remain in complete
silence. '

You, Mr. Brecht, knew Karola Neher. You know
that she was neither a terrorist or a spy, but a
plucky. person and a great artist. Why are you
silent? Is it because Stalin pays for your publica-
tion-‘Das” Wort, this lowest and most scurrilous
periodical that has ever been published by German
intellectuals? - Where do you find -the courage to
protest against Hitler'’s murder of Liese Hermann,
Edgar Andre, and Hans Litten? Do you . really*:
believe that you can force the. prison doors of the -
Third Reich with lies, basences and praise for .
rogues! It took you, Mr. Thomas Mann, five years. .
before you décided to sacrifice your German book
market after they had put your chair outside the
door. " Surely no one expects you to take the part
of the Stalin- victims? © Would you perhaps “cut off
contact with the Russian readers?” 'The extent of
sacrifice of “the:most humane conscience of our -
epoch” has its limite. : : o

If Felix Halle, Ernst Otwald, - Karola - Neher,
Rudolf Haus, etc., were sitting in Hitler's cells and- : *
were in danger of their lives, how'you would shout
and clamour that the poor “world ‘conscience” is -
being flouted. - But if -Stalin kills the. very same
people it does not move you in the least; Must one -
not conclude from this that you would not have
worried the least about Ossietsky, Litten-and Andre
if they had been tortured to:death by Stalin instead .

" of Hitler? Perhaps you would even have had the"

impudence in that case to slander them and you are
still surprised that you are losing ground step. by .
step and that Fascism draws greater and greater
circles? Fascism only finds it so easy tc progress
becaise you areé defeatist in advance; becaise you

have given up a thousand times the besmirched and: -
meagre principles which you pretend “to 'unhold -
against Fascism, because you are no longer convinced
fighters, without character and a hollow méral paradé
behind which one can discern the sinister features of
Stalin. Stalin bought your moral authority to soothe

Karola Neher, the wife of the dead poet Klabund,
who took the part of Polly Peachum in the Three-
penny Opera (Dreigroschenoper). Madan Neher
has been in close contact with the circle of radical
intellectuals such as Brecht, Weill, and Eisler, and
was sympathetic to Communism, and escaped in
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the werld conscience and, lowering yourseli to th's
extent, you are still surprised that world conscience |

turns its back on you. Your whole work can be

summarised in one word: Treachery! Treachery
towards your own writings] Treachery to your. |

morals] Treachery to the victims of Stalin and
Hitler] Treachery to the masses] Treachery..to
yourself! '

Indeed Fascism could not find better allies than

such “enemies”, If you were not inexistence, Goebeis

would have to invent you. Hitler's victory is un-
shakeable as long 2s people like you are the official
noises of the anti-Fascism fight. Only when-the
suffering masges, who bear the unheard-of misery
partly because you hold out your haads for the teivial
bribes of Stalin, and who are really your primary

victims, have silenced you and forbidden publica- ..

tions such as Das Woert and the misuse of the name
anti-Fascist, only then iz the day of anti-Iascist
tevenge assured.

SPAIN

M \RKISM AND PRESENT DaiY' POLITICSY

Lectures and Discussion Circles

“at 21 Howard Road, Tottenham,

at {78 Hale End Road, Woodford Green.
every Wednesday at 8 p.m.
at 14a Chichester Road, Paddington,

T

every Tuesday at 8 pm. e

Also-in St. l’ancras, Stoke ‘~Icwmgton and the East
End of London —_—

~ Comrades wishing to attend should * virite “o
J R Strachan, 14a, Chichester Road, W.2.

=

The “Fh'rd Winter?; -

The Spanish Civil War is now in its third winter,

Last spring when the fascists punetrated into
Catalonia and sundered the Republican territory at
Vinaroz, exultation within the Franco camp knew
no bounds. The war of the restoration of the
privileged nobility seemed to be nearing its end.

Then on July 24th, the herolc */ialans crossed

the Ebro and compelled the with7rawal of artillery
which had been systematically ~ulverising the outer
denfeces of Valencia,

Both sider saw then the incvitability of a third
winter campaign.

The Government immedately sousht to com.-
promise, and sneeches deploring the frmhtful loss of
I'ie were to be heard issuing from the various
Ministers, while Dr. Negrin looked forward to the
time when the names of the dead " of both sides”
wonld be praven on the war memorials.

The Fageist Duke of Alba took a short rest cure
in Switzerland and by the strangest of all co'nci-
dences hanpened to bump into the worthy Dr.
Newrin wha, beliove it or not, had chosen that
particular moment to attend a Conference on
Ihysiology.

The prospects of an armistice, however weleome
to the Government, are by no means ncessarily
entertained by the fasmsts for they enjoy consider-
able advantage over the Loyahsts and are anxious
ta utilise them before a'd can reach the d: thering
statesmen wha boad the Republic,

With an open seaboard and the ftiendly nen-
intervention of his capitalist allies, Franco is well
supplied with food and war material, though he
lacks textilés, - Technical assistance abounds in
plenty in the Nazi “ Legion Condor,” whose mem-
bers are busily gathering valuable technical data in
preparation for the war that is to come. The Ger-
man “HISMA” commercial agency is furiously
energetic in exploiting tae mineral and agricultural
belts in the interests of German lmpcnahsm and te
this end highly efficient civil air lines are spanning
Nationalist Spain.  All this money is not being ex-

ponded out of personal admiration for Franco and

many of the Spanish bourgeois are apprehensive
eongerning their future safety should the Peninsular
become a German colony.

According to military expetience gained {rom the
campaigns of the Peninsular War, the Pyrenecan front.
ier 18 the most vulnerable of all France’s borders,
Were this frontier to fall into the hands of the Ger-
man fascists it would be possible to institute a com-
plete blockage of France’s southern borders, particu-
larty if Italian men-of-war maintained the naval
etrangle-hold from their Majorca and Balearic bases.
Thus we see that behind the: Spanish bourgeoisic
there looms "o gigantic shadow of German mili-
tarism ready to sweep their pawns to one side, once
their purpose is served.

The fears of the Franco aristocracy are well
founded for of all the groupings supporting Franco,
one, the Falange Espanola Tradicionalists, is now
indisputalily the ruling clique.

R EE
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The Falanﬂe is .modelled closely on the Nazi

Party and like it, pays considerable attention to mass

piopaganda A high sounding Labour Charter has
heen embodicd in Franco's sociat programme which
is almost indistinguishable from Dr.
Thirteen Points, .

Comparison is not odicus . . . for the promise of
grandiose reforms is a promment feature of all
political swindlers. .

Point 1 of the fascist prouramme provides for
the National Unity of Spain, “the interests of in-
dividuals, groups and classes will be remorselessly
waived.” Cnmparc this with point 3- of Negrin’s
Programme: “ Protection of the personality
‘and mdiwduaht} of the various regions of Spain

. is the best way of weidmg together- the. various .

clements of the nation.” Point 4 of the, fascists:
“Our armed forces must be efficient and as numer-
ous as may be necessary fo ensure Spanish inde-
pendence,” synchronises almost exactly with Point
11 of Negrins “. . . The Spanish Army shall be

{ree of all Party 1eadersh1p and the peonle must_be -

able to see in it the instrument for the defence of
their independence.”
than Negrin and makes_a sham attack on Capital-
ism: “We repudiate any capita“~ system which
ignores popular necessities, de™!WMnises private
property and huddles workers msté'ra apeless masses
“we repudlate Marxism (so Coes I\egrn “and
. it is intolerable

-

with the same hloody methods) - .

that the nasses should Jive 1 n"mscr} and the few in

»

luzury! ! L

Quite dlstmcth the fascist bourgeoisie expreaecs_ h

its fear of the Spanish Revolution “and attemnpts to
placate the rising storm with a show of social legis-

iation—mpremsel} ‘the same mrthod of the Popu[ar'jb
Front Government which, beneath a \»clter of re-

formist sentiment, states (Points 7and S - ... the,
State, shatl guarantee propcrq legally 2opi'red oL
the State shall engure the worl\ers rights B an ad-

vanced, social _leglslatmn ’
Agticultural reform. is promised by bt
Religion, nicely whitewashed and we!
is guarantccd its- formcr prmlege: by
ant.

. crntest-

Private property is declared holy 2md :nviolable .

in a- unanimeus duet. - :

The one thing that emerges clearly irom this
programmatic comparison is, that the ‘whale of the
ruling class was scared stiff b)- the militant attitude
of the workers in the early days of the war, and
now the Liberal-Stalinist Government is terrified at
the prospect of a winteér which will serve to accen-
tuate the abready deep divisions within the Republic.

By imprisonment, torture and murder they ha‘e
sou0ht to decapitate the inevitable revelution.

The war has been converted into an issue of
“ fascism "'

‘\errrns'

The Falange goes one better ..

. have:left of Spain.

versis “democracy” by the conscious ™

throttling of the Revolution by the Stalihists who
thcrcb} bcc0'nc the’ cnuntcr revolutlomrw accon:’
plices of the bourgeoisie. |

Had thc Revolution succeeded and redched 1ts
completion Franco would have been swept into the
Atlantic.
C‘lpltah«t promises for genu ne rm«Glutlon“r\u act;pn
Franco has been enabled to reach the Medlterrane

Thus the difference between reform and re»olutmn :

can be actually meafeured in k1lometres‘

Within the Repubhc two currents are dear]} dlS L
.On the one hand the (_xmernment the

carnible.
otahmets and. ‘the ‘Socialist, and %narchmt bnrea -
cracies will cling to the idea of preserving at alligosts
the formal Republic.
tier is not entlrel\, in faselst hands Spam may be

* sa'd to have some value to Stalin, who :eeks to

rstore his broken allidnce with brench tmpenallsm
In so far as this asset is not negated by the tem-
porary possibility of incurring British dmpleasure
Stalin will support the tottering Spansh republic for
the sakg of a French-British- Russﬁan aliance.

The Government’s value to the various imperial-

“isme isfhe decisive factor to the Republicans who

will sue for peace if only in order to save what they
The great grey mass of the
workers, eager and wilting to fight, constitutes "the
gireatest problem, possesses the greatest opportunity.
and presents the greatest menace to the capltaltst
vultures. -

They have seén: the futlht} of anarch:st'c princi-"

ples. The_v, have seen:‘the reward of wawrmrr'

centtism ‘as represented by the P.O.L:M.

Not yet have they clearly ‘seén the treacherv of
the' Stalinists, for that Party.which” provided arms
in plenty - at the critical moinent. of the War still

enjoys-prestige in the eyes of the backwardwarkers. . -

But hunger . . .
that will.not be stayed -by demagogy. - The rising
anger will mount as the Government steadily retreats.
Then a Party which can formulate the suspicions of
the confused proletariat into open demands, which

-.can make plain to the workers the necessxt} for

waging a revolutionary war, which can call upon .
the world proletariat in terms of workers’. sohdantv
and not in thé honeyed pl'ltltudes of peace and de-
mocracy, such a Party would sweep all before it and,
would have the duty and the re5pon51b1htv of estab
lishing the- Spamsh Soviet Republic. "~

Does that Party exisi:
the hungry winter’ will swell it, it nced not. be
famous for ‘the biting winds will spread its narne
far and wide.

Upon this Party the whole future of Spam will
depend. Those * courdgeous comrades *who still
work to establish the Party work in’the shadow of

Lenin and Trotsky, work with the’ hlStOI‘lC reqpon— o

sibility of all Bo]shenk Lemmsts

Because of the ‘iubﬁtltlltloll of hberalf )

‘As [ong as the Pyrenéan “fron- B ‘

and winter are fearful foes, foes™

It need not be bxg, for .

y
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Help WIN

In these days of swiftly moving events when each
morning's paper brings news o fresh hattles, {ur-
ther chanses in the world-map. old wrzaties cast over-
board, new treaties signed and then torn up bzfore
the ink on them has dried. official policies reversed
not merely overnight but almoest ‘n the m'ddle of a
sentence, in days like these. a month is a whole
geological epoch, and a monthly paper like “ WW.IN.”
is restricted to the recording of the broader tenden-
c'es 'n the swiftly chan~ing situation. It is neces-
sary to plan for the more irequent appearance of this
prper. to reduce the time-lag Detween events and ™
r25pONnses. :

In this task our readers can render effretive aid
by seading in nat only thelr own subserptinns for
the coming year but additional ones for the new
readers they can win by passiny on thelr conie
Carrving no Jucrative advertisements, subsidised by
no powerful bureaucracy, we are dependent ent'rely
on the subseriptions and donat’ons of {riends of the
revolutionary socialist movement.  Th's means that
v the prezent period of teaction we are weak in the
ratter of funds, but correspndinely stronv in thes
we are [ree from the d'stert'n mnfluence of these

who have a stake in the present system of lunger
and war, misery and blood.

Steadily increasing sales during the past year hiave
proved to us that “ W.IN." {uifils a uselul {uncton
and will cont'nue to gain new friends in the com'nr
peried. We have succeeded in establishny dis-
cussion circles in many parts of London. drawn~
together workers and friends of the working class
mavement around the banner of militant soc’alsin,
and making a beginning in the task we set ourselves
a year ago of rallying militants in a stand against
the confusion sown broadeast in the socialist move-
ment by Stalinist-reformist treachery,

In the face of the colossal tasks facing the work +3
and primarily the task.of building the revolutiontr,
workers' party, such aceomplishments as we are o
far able to record are small, no -doubt, but by no
means insignificant. -A beginn'ng has been made,
By patient and steady work, by increasing and ex-
tending sales of . W.ILN." and the circles of mili-
tants, we can§ |, we will create the nucleus for that
party which EQL'»~.. anly guide afong the revolutionary
road that leads out of present chaos and oppression
and ‘nto the vew cwa of socialism,

1

Trade Crises

The published termz of the Anglo-American
Trade Arreement were reccived in Berlin with dis-
may, since one of its direct cffects is to squeeze
German trade {rom American and British home
markets to the tune of millions per annum. German
business circles reacted sharply and the prices
quoted on the Berlin Bourse showed immediately
the unfavourable effects of the new agreement. The
anger of the German bourgeoisie wasz reflected in
the vituperation that burst forth in their press last
November and has continued ever since, developing
mto a duel fought with printer’s ink with the Reich
on the one side, Britain and America on the ?ther.

As the trade war accelerates the verbal battle
grows more bitter, the recriminations more personal
and the political issues raked up to mask the com-
mercial character of the struggle, more diverse. The
persecutions and brutalities on both sides, the
refugee question, the rights of national minoritics,
all kinds of issues are invoked to whip up natienal
hatreds in preparation for the inevitable war for the
redivision of the warld.

In Britain, a spirit of pre-Christmas optimism
was diligently cultivated in the yellow press: decline
was reported to be checked, big improvements taking
place in Britain’s industrial position. Sir John
Bimon, Chaneellor of the Exchequer, told the
National Union of Manufacturcers that there were
signs that the trade pendulum was preparing again
to swing in the directicn of recovery. But the
official esturns show no cause for optimism, Dritish
imports have dropped twenty per cent. compared to
a year ago, and hall that drop was in raw materials.
Nearly ten million pounds less of imported raw
materials in one month means a deficit which will
reappear in the shape of diminished exports and

« ereasing unemploymens. The latest returns for

exports show a fall of five per cent. over last year,
but when it is noted that this decline is entirely in
manufactured poods, and would have been sharper
if it had not been for the increased export of war
materials- -iron, scrap, raw and waste wool—-once
again there is indicated the inevitable prospect of
a further growth of unemployment in the ¢ ning
year.
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The desperate character of the developing
cconomic crisis is manifested m the open linking
togcther of the government machinery for commerce
with the war machine. The Export Guarantees Bill,
the text of which was published last month and
reccived “with great enthusiasm” in the House of
Commons, not only increases the fund at the dis-
posal of the Board of Trade to establish or encour-
age the export trade. It also allows for the use of
the funds on a political basis, an entirely new de-
parture in DBritish commercial policy.

By thus openly stating its intention of subordin-
ating immediate commercial interests to long-term
war interests, tle Dritish ruling class admits that
the trade war now raginz is Ekely to reach the pitch
at which it can no longer keep within the bounds
of “peace”-time competition but must inevitably
explode into war. Pious hopss ate expressed that
some sort of trade agreement might be reached
between Britain and Germany, to share markets
and end the cutting of prices which now prevails.
The visit of Dr, Shacht, Reichsbarx President, to
Tondon is represented as a hopeful sign that the
discussions on export trade competition will end in
a trade pact, and Mr,  Stanley, President of the
Doard of Trade, suggest that r"lrket:: mlght be
shared “on a fair basis,” ,mm]

A great outery has been ralscu ™ the “unfair
rsthods " used by Germany in the trade drive in
the Balkans, Eastern Lurope and South America.
The barter system by meass of which German
imperialisin has penctrated @22 markets is de-
nounced as a fraud on the purchasing countries.

But the real reason for German advance. the
enslavement of its working class, has given Germany
the power to produce goods more cheaply, and this
advantage the rival imperialists, faced as thev are
with an organised working class, are unable to
counter. They are confronted therefore with the

- of human endurance in time of

Bt

alternative of either imposing totalitarianism on
their own workers or crushing Germany in war—
in other words, civil war or world war.

Tentatively the British bourgeoisie has been feel-
ing out the prospects in both directions. Sugges-
tions for “new methods,” “ national sacrifice,” an
“alternative government” have been thrown out,
and, as the trade depression deepens, the Popular
Front in Britain is more and more soberly discussed
by the ruling class. On the other hand the question
of subsidising shipping and providing puarantees
for export trade takes on more and more the
character of active preparation for war.

The German bourgeoisie, for its part, is haunted
by the spectre of popular revelution. To a work-
ing class already starved and sweated to the limit
" prosperity,” the
further worsening of conditions due to the growing
crisis will prove the tast straw. Deliberately the
Nazi regime stakes everything on war. It was
brought to power by the crazed middle class and

the slum- pmlctarmt, it has deprived itself of the
support of the clerks, minor officials, artisans and
petty traders by sending them to the coal mines and
fortifications and is now busily searching the slums
artd dosshouses to suck up the last dregs of labour.
This undermining of its own foundations is dictated
hy desperation and is in itself the proof that the
INazis have abandoned hope of any solution save
war in the near future.

The trade-war, the war of words, the war of
bombs and battleships; these are the three stages
of capitalist crisis, bringing cumulative misery to
mankind. Desperate diseases need desperate reme-
dies. Only the civil war, class against class, for the
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of
worker’s rule can cut across the process and open
up a different road for humanity, the Socialist
road to peace and plenty.

A Black Year

Vith this issue, [l orkers International News
commences the second vear of its existence, The
past year has been one of deepening reaction, the
further disorganisation of the snclalist mov ement by
the tre(whcry of the reformist and Stslinist leaders,
further attacks on the working class. the arowth of
fascism, the rapid approach of w. =ld wuar.

The Spanish war drags on. kep: alive by rival
imperialist gangs at the cxpenze n! Hves of the
Spanish toilers; we have witnessed & ing he vear
the steady increase of the territory unlder the con-
trol of Franco, who has cut repu i
two, The war in the Far East 12
toll of lives, similarly drags on. and h

more reactionary forces slowly gain the upper hand.
And Hitler in two successive world-shaking crises
has -succeeded in prolonging the life of German
fascism. Spanish, Italian and German faseism to-
day ¢onduct a simultaneous campaign of jewbaiting
and plunder, a common orgy of persecution to mark
the turning of decrepit capitalism back to the feudal
barbarism from which it had emerged.

In the socalled ““ democratic ™ countries the trend
has similarly been towards reaction. After steadily
gnawing away the reforms won by the French
workers in 1936, their attempt to stand against the
encroachments on their rights was met with a



14 W.LN.

January 1939

smashing blow in the defeat of the General Strike
of November. And the Arabs of Tunis, like the
Arabs of Palestine, have heen massacred at the
hands of “democratic” imperialism, which has
similar exploits to boast of, in India, Burma and
Jamaica. :

In the Soviet Union the “ purges ™ have continued
to the extent that shootings and removals have
coased to be news, and are taken as part of the
day’s routine in the press, like the weather report
or the radio programmes.

The background to these events has been the
inexorable development of world slump, which
shows no sign of abatement but on the contrary
gives indications of a steady worsening in the
coming year.

Symptomatic of the pathering gloom has been
the crop of books and articles proclaiming the

decline and fall of Marxism, the bankruptey of
leftism, the eclipse of socialism. Another series of
books is appearing debunking the Soviet Union
from the inside, and the waverers and deserters
increase.

Revolutionary  socialism has  weathered these
storms and crossed these deserts hefore, because its
endurance is derived from the constantly regenera-
ted struggle of the working class for life. Individ-
uals may drop out by the wayside or straggle to the
rear, but the working class perforce fights on, now
advancing, now retreating, but unceasingly in the
struggle.

It is in that struggle that W.L . takes up its
position to aid in re-forming the ranks of revolu-
tionary socialism, holding aloft the banner of Marx
and Engels, of Lenin and Trotsky, the revolutionary
banner of the Fourth International.

The French Betrayal

After the Munich Pact, Daladler, taking advan-
tage of his temporary popularity as a Peace-lover ”
and encouraged by the attitude of the reformist and
statiniat leaders, decided to go several steps further
in the liquidating of democratic liberties. and the
last remains of the social conquests of June 1936
At the Marseilles Congress of the Radical Party
he launched a violent attack on the C.0., and a
few days later his party withdrew its representatives
from the Popular Front. On the day after Armis-
tice Day the Daladier-Reynaud decree-lows were
published.  These, put into force, deal the labour
movement of France the most serious blow it has
yet received.  Tts provisions are already well-known,
drastc restrictions of trade union and democratic
lihertics, foreign workers (who in the mines and
other important industries constitute 20 to 30% of
the number employed) are barred from electing
ghop-stewards, workers who have at any time been
convicted (including naturally for political reasons)
cannot be elected, « agitating ” against the lengthen-
ing of the working week in National Defence in-
dustries is punishable by imprisonment, those who
refuse to work the extra hours are sacked without
unemployment -relief. The decrec-laws provide for
increased. taxes of small middle class incomes; and
the discharge of 40,000 railwaymen under the guise
of ecomomy. The publication of the decree-laws
was a sigral for the unleashing” of a violént anti-
itnion campdign by the bosses. With'n a few days
literally thousands of trade-unibnists” were sacked

and in many factories the management announced’

that the workers would have to-work on the Satur-
day morning. It was clear that the decree-laws

N

- i r .
we will ‘er
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would prov “[}rl;"“"f\" nly guid, gorsen'ng of the
conditions . . o4t of prescisses and would lay
the foundations of a thi.."%lsguised military dic-
tatorship. What were the reactions of the masses
and their leaders to %% Was the working class
to allow itself to be c.erced into accepting the
decree-laws or was it going to stand up and fight:

The working-class did not wait for its leaders to
proniounce themselves, it told them what to do; the
hureaucratically-run  Congress of the CG.T. at
Nantes received over 1,500 telegrams from trade
union branches and shop stewards demanding the
calling of a General Strike. It was only under the
tremendous pressure of the aroused rank and file
that Leon Jouhaux, the Walter Citrinc of the C.G.T.
was forced to agree to the principle of a 24 hour
general strike, but managed- to get the date to be
fixed later, in the hope that in the meanwhile a
compromise would be reached.

The working-class, however, was not disposed to
“ compromise.”  On Monday the 21st, strikes broke
out in the chemical, engineering and textile indus-
tries in Paris and the North (Franee's heaviest
industrial region). On the Wednesday, a general
strike of the metal workers in the Valenciennes
region was called under rank and file pressure; it
was to spread the next day to all the mines, rail-
ways and textile factories in the area. Simultanc-
ously, as a protest against brutal police attacks on
workers’ demonstrations, strikes broke out in Lille,
Dunkirk, Denain, Anzin, Nantes, Rouen and other
industrial centres. In most cases the workers occu-
pied the factories. During the -afterncon of the
24th, a stay-in strike broke out in the Renault fac-
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tories in Paris, one of the largest in France, which
employs nearly 40,000 workers and whose buildings
occupy the area of a small town. The workers
resisted all attempts of the police to dislodge them
until 1 am. on the Friday morning. During the
cvening over 15,000 armed Mobile Guards had been
concentrated in the Boulogne-Billancourt suburb
which was virtually in a state of siege, all the main
streets being barricaded. It was only after ferocious
pitched battles and the use of tear-gas that the
workers were driven out, leaving behind hundreds
of wounded and over 300 prisoners.

The next day, t"~ 25th, the movement developed
still further. In Paris most of the engineering fac-
tories were on strike. At Anzin, in the North, as
a reply to the government’s military requisition of
the railway, the strikers occupied the station and
blocked the line by overturning coal-trucks on the
rails. Behind these improvised barricades the
workers successfully resisted the charges of the
Mobile Guards and only evacuated their positions
on the demand of the lecal Stalinist leaders.
During the evening, clashes ovcurred at three of

the biggest railway stations ir Paris, betv . the
police and railway worky. .~ vere joined by
passengers in demonstrais Sy “gvern-
ment. In other towns tf aumlo g

cen raise -l

That afternoon, when iy, T w_ . wying to
make the General Strike ;1 “Complished fact, when
they were occupying factories, naines and railways,
and standing up to Mobilew'd_s and tear-gas
bombs, the Administrative ™ommission' of the
C.G.T. met, and as if nothing had happened during
the last few days, fixed the date of the general strike
for five days later—the 30th! “ Discipline!” cried
Jouhaux, Blum and Thorez, *“ on Wednesday, every-
body must stay at home; no pickets, no meetings,
no demonstrations, and whatever happens all must
go back to work on Thursday.” At the same time
the reformist and Stalinist cohorts were frantically
trying to put a stop to the mounting strike wave.
The railwaymen of Anzin were persuaded to go
back to work on the Saturday morning, although
400 of them had been sacked for striking. On the
Monday morning, the bureaucrats had succeeded in
ending the miners’ strike in the North, while in
Paris and other towns work was resumed in many
factories. Only the metal workers of Valenciennes
stood firm, although they had been persuaded to
evacuate the factortes, It was in this district that
the militancy of the workers had forced the Mobile
Guards to temporarily withdraw the previous week.
At the Renault, SN.CA.C.,, and S.O.M. factories
in Paris, the workers, sent back to work by their
leaders, found that the bosses, taking advantage of
this capitulation, had declared a lock-out. The only
positive action undertaken by the C.G.T. over the
week-end was the crganisation of a nation-wide
series of meetings and demonstrations,

Instead of throwing all their weight behind the
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revolutionary movement of the masses, instead of
organising the general strike immediately, thus para-
lysing the partiaily unprepared bourgeoisie and con-
tinuing until the workers’ demands were won, the
reformists and Stalinists cut across the growing
strike movement, squashed it, and substituted for it
a perfectly harmless and platonic one day strike.
Moreover, they gave the Government five whole
days in which to put into action its whole repressive
apparatus from the military requisition of the key
services (transport, etc.,) to the sowing of confusion
among the masses through the powerful means of
propaganda (press, radio, etc.,) which it controls.

The bourgeoisie made very effective use of this
respite. During the days that preceded the General
Strike the masses were inundated by a torrent of
radio speeches and newspaper articles, Over the
week-end we were treated to speeches over the
radio from Reynaud, Daladier, and de Menzie,
minister of Public Works, where assertions that the
40 hour week and the “ social laws ” were not being
attacked, alternated with threats of court-martial
for workers in State and requisitioned industries
who dared to go on strike. The bourgeois propa-
gandists made great play of the C.P.’s motives, and
many workers and especially the petit-bourgeoisie,
remembering the war-mongering attitude of the
C.P. in September knew full well that its hostility
1o Daladier was caused more by his foreign policy
than by the decree-laws, they were persuaded that
thev were being used as pawns (which was partially
true) and rallied to the Government. The radio
and the whole of the bourgeois press, from the
reactionary Matin to the “ radical ” FOeuvre (Mme,
Tabouis’ paper) printed exaggerated reports of lack
of enthusiasm in various industries and long lists
of company unions, professional and ex-servicemen’s
organisations, which had declared themselves
against the strike. As the leaders of the C.G.T,,
instead of answering this propaganda and erganising
the movement, spent their time in behind-the-scenes
markeuvres aiming at a compromise, the workers
were completely demoralised and everyone had the
impression that everybody but himself was going
to work on Wednesday, Simultanecusly, the rail-
ways, buses, underground, telephone exchanges and
all the key services were put under military control
and troops were being concentrated in the indus-
trial centres and the Paris area. On the morning
of the 30th, Paris looked like 2 besieged city; in
front of every important factory, of the telephone
exchanges; in the corridors of the underground
stations were groups of Mobile Guards and regular
troops in full war-equipment.

It was under these conditions that the General
Strike took place. On the morrow, the bourgeois
press rejoiced at the defeat of the workers while
PHumanite wrote: “The General Strike was a
tremendous movement . . .” Who was right? Was
the General Strike a failure or a success?
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While in the country as a whole the great
majority of the factorics were forced to. close, in
Paris, except among the metal workers, engincers
and chemical w kers, the proportion of strikers was
very much smaller, In the key industry of trans-
port, the workers sulfered a stinying defeat. The
busmen and underground workers, as advised by
their leaders, presented themselves at the depots at
the usuat hour (5 am) but refused to start their
machines. The following is an account from La
Lutte Ouvridre of what happensd at the Puteaux
bus depot:

“By 5 am., 150 out of 400 workers had arrived
at the depit which they found occupled by mounted
and foot police and the 36th Infantry Regiment
from Rouen. The busmen refused, in sp'te of
threats, to get the buses out.  As by 6.30, no buses
had started the workers were surrounded b r Mob'le
Guards and the inspector in charge asked thase who
wanted to work to step to the right, the rest to
remain in the circle of Guards. Three workers who
protested were immediately arrested and taken away,
the inspector declaring that he would not tolerate
any words, except answers to the roll-call.  One by
onz workers hesitatingly stepped to the right, es-
pecially fathers of families.  An hour later, only a
stubborn little group still remained within the circle.
The inspector then launched an ultimatum: “ Those
who do not start work within five minutes will be
crurt-martialled.” The comrades, powerless, gave
in. The buses started off. The workers had been
deleated.”

What happened at the Puteaux bus depot was
more or less repeated in every ather bus and under-
ground depot in the Paris area and the railway
terminuses. In is interesting to note the fact that
though the C.G.'T. at 7 am. gave the transport
workers who still resisted, the order to go bach
to work,. this was not reported in either le People
Populaire or IHuman'te,

Many workers, seeing that the buses were running
and being badly shaken by the prophacies in the
baurgeois press of the preceding days, came to the
conclusion that the strike was off, and hurried to
their factories. Militants secking instructions or
news, found the C.G.T. headquarters shut, and as
neither of the organs of the C.P, S.P. or CGT.
appeared that day, had to rely on the radic news-
broadeasts. In June 1926, when a factory did not
join the strike, workers in the arez spontaneously
organised a demonstration outside the factory and
called its workers out; numerous meetings and
demonstrations gave couratz to waverers. But on
November the 30th, the C.G.T. forbade even indoor
public meetings “to  prevent disorders” The
workers completely unprepared and demoralised by
the passivity of their leaders were not in the position

to organise the movement spontaneously.

“But to stand up to the troops and Mobile
Guards the workers would have to be armed and
that would mean civil war!” object Jouhaux, Blum,
Thotez and theit, English counterparts.  Precisely!
Under the conditions of decaying French caprtalism
a serious struggle for the defence of the liberties
and standard of living of the masses must inevi-
tably develop inte a revolutionary movement for the
overthrow of the Daladier government. The C.P.
wanted to replace it by a government of “ collective
sccurity” and of the Franco-Soviet Pact. But
workers and peasants did not wanr; to replace Dalad-
ier by Herriot or Reynaud (v ".n the Stalinists
refrain as much as possible from attacking as he
favour: “ collective security ). They wanted a
government that would make the rich pay, expro-
pridte the trusts, liberate the peasants from the ex-
ploitation of the grain trusts and big landed pro-
prietors, and the small tradesmen from dependance
upon the banks, 2 goveriiment what would abolish
the two years m[htary «conscription, liquidate un-
employment, guarantec the 42 hour week and
holidays with pay #nd put an end to rising prices.
Such a Government could only “arise out of a
revolutionary/general ‘strke, and would base itsclf
upon the 1&5@5_-_0rganisations of the workers and
peasants. Tz svorkers had shown during the strike
wave that preceded November 30th, that they wers
willina wd capable of fiphting as a class and stand-
ing up to Mobile {Gnards until their demands had
been satisfiec. Ttfl  that time the Social'sts or
the C.P. had called upon the workers to fight for
sich a1 government, and had actively helped them
{0 organise their mass committees and armed self
defence squads, with the tremendous resources at
their disposal, the movement would immediately
have broadened out and taken in its wake the more
class conscious soldiers, who with their families are
equally badly hit by the crisis. But such action
could not be expected from either Blum or Thorez
whose whole policy these last three years has been
one of class-collaboration and capitulation. Ob.
jectively, the situation was revolutionary. What
was lacking was a pnwerful revolutionary party to
lead thc_uorkers who, in the absence of their own
party were not defeated but betrayed. Once again
the Popular Front has justified it existence as 2
strike-breaking conspiracy, with Daladier, the
former leader of the Popular Front, using the mili-
tary against the workers while Blum, Jouhaux and
Thorez cripple their struggle from within. The
betrayal in France underlines once again the need
for unrelenting struggle against Popular Frontism
under the rc»oluuonary banner of the Fourth
International.

Paris, December 12th, 1938.

H.R
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