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FINLAND - STALINISM
OR SOCIALISM

Three months have paS>Ld l&noe thi

,outhteak of the Second Wery War.
-Wonths which, - ~while wneventful = anti
caln,on the surface, have. marked an

September 3rd
of storms and
betweel:

echh in Worlu ‘historyy
inaygurated = neriod
.cataclysms in the - relations
nations :and classes.

_Following kot oh the  heels of th:
German invasion came ¥he: onslaught of
the Red Army in the Polish Ukraine and
the qubgugqtlon of the Baltilc - States.
Thesg dealt the world proletariat a
serles of stu%berln blows. For years
the Kremlln cligue and its agency, tho
‘ Communlst ‘Internationnl, hed deliber-
_atoly confused and befuddled the work-
ors of the entire - world with the pol-
icy of Meollective gecurity", of =
nfront acainst the ageressor, - - the
fight_of "Abmqotacy"_rﬁgalnot fascisrm,
etc.  Thus the.revoluticnary

-~ wous and
ings of the

'Will Of!

*he —proletarist was . paralyscd, the
:t:uggle “aghinst war? fendefed: frmog~
5 1mpoﬁbnu, the antlwwar sﬁrmv—
nesdes sw1tcheﬂ 1nto the
ssrvice of %he- var - mongers, and the
+*deological bacis cr&ht\; for - the lm-

“turiulists to take to qrmso”

The Commmnist Intérnational has been
1calt a mortal ’ blew and fthe Soviet
Traion has L—:Lo:-:';'*tfclma trust snd support
"of the masses ia all lands. - Stalin,
for ‘small gdains, has ‘squarder A the
neritage of Ocfoter. T™e . oy of ‘the

victoricus revolutic. nas grown dinm

=nd & mood of sceytiéism'perv?des the.
ranks
Workers.

of ‘the sdvanced guard of. the

Now in the foutth: month - of the war
&Jnlln'and the - hureaucratic rulers in
¥oscow - have” deal” yet another blow to
cherworld prolete iat  and thx Soviet



burning buildings ‘
.realed the cotmter roveluticnary role

Burcpe te the DBast. Tt  was
attenpts which led the Finnish capit-

ible support of +the

2 ‘\lri[, v L

pond

State. Crmpletely indifferent to the
epinicn of the masses, they haye laun-
ched an assault by land, sea and air
ar Elnland. Ry +the f*ames in  +tha
in Helsinki is re-

of Stalinism. Stalin has

company of the "aggressgors'.
{rternal situation anl <+he discredit-
ing in recent years of the Soviet
Union have Drought nearer the night-
rare peesihility eof an  attack by im-
perialism. The Pureaucracr, in its
frantic saearch for national security
and 1its frenzied attempts at self
preservation, has been fcrced to seek
the road sf salvation by the complete

Jolned the

locking of $he Baltic to any hostile
move by tre fleets of the capitalis
countries, - This could ~nly be accom-

plished oy the subjugation of Finland.

Stalin was not unaware of the moves
which Britain was wakirg <o a change
of  goverament in Germany and the
syltohlng. ever of the war from Western
these

nlists in the last few weeks to resist

the overtures of the ¥remlin ‘and to
assume “the position of "‘859lﬂge of
Esthonia, T“tV1* and Titmeania., After

a period of | apparent cempliance, the
Flmns, seorotly enoouragea and abetted
by the imberialists of RBritain =2nd
Frones, sviffened thelr resistonce and
refused to concede th@ btratoglc and
nqu- buoeh demanded rom them. N

The PLnnq had though+ that the com-

ing of winter anfd the difficulty of
military ~operatitns  would leave them

safe t1ll +the spring when succour
might possitly come from the west. But
it was decisive politieal oonsideratf

icns overriding 241 others whick coms
pelled the Eremlin to move now while
the hands of their potentinl cpponents
are tied. Having abandonsd all poss-
international

Both the~

,tu\refore
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ﬁwcrking class, Stalinhwas!foroed into
ai dttempt to crush the wresistance of
the Einmish Dbourgeuisie by ferce of

e
OTHS »

ihe apologists o¢f the Kremlin have
atsempted tc jusiify their aciions in
three ways. First by explaining away
the dinvasion as an attack by Finland
on Tussia. Second, by describing this
ags 2 revolutionary war, an  extension
o7 the rtoundaries of socialism, and
Justified as being in the

carests of the Finrish  pecple.
Th;,%, vhat these acts were necessary
for the defence of the Sovist Tmicn
ag-inst  the rinlist
zotacks.,

impendine .

Caly the hardencd sycophants of the
Comintern could hove 1o get even thelr
ovir. deluded ranks %o Trelieve a story
s transparently .:lse as the first.
400 ides that tre capitnlists of Pin-
in:d with 2 populntion of three. mill-
1o would be mad e ugh to proveke a
n
o
81

;Eion with a popuiation. of over 140
"lion, without +he hope of any sub-
~ntidl aid from outside’ in the imm-
ite future, i cuite fa ntastic.  The

v>n’ argument . wher examined, holds

oron less water “hon the first. Stal-
ir 8 acts on an  irtermaticnal  scale
he-a  comsistenlty  been - directed
a6 inst the Outb"*~;, of a szocinl rev~

scrumtry. It was pre-
aade the pact with
In the case of the
-1t gquite

@J{t1>nv in any
cisely this. that
H: tler pussible,
Biitic States, Jtaliin found
ensy tO come to an ngreemert with the
‘~urgeoisia_‘whioh- would leave: them,
tacugh completely under the dominat-
1d{,of Russia, uvndisturbed in their
froedom .%0..expleit-the workers and
pt,sants.p,He‘tried to come to such an
ageement  with the Finnish bourgeci«
sic too, but relying on the .oy oreaphy
of their country. the - 1oved ine-
trictable  and rrefervzed to remain a
puipet of Britnin and America, as an
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"indeperdent -state.” It was this
noesibility which represented 2 milit-

ary menace to Russia and ot at-all,
the concerrn Tor the oppressed Fimmish
workers and peasants, that nr001p1tat—
oG the Russian invasion.

The satisfaction of tue bourgeﬂls
worid press at this so-called "Soviet
Trperizl.sm" represents the gain which
the ihperialists balance against the
toss ir. - strateglc position ;nd what,
in effect was a colonlal “o 09331on»or
sphers of influence. Telshing them
the ofrer the Jourweoisie

does not eeew toc be ltogether dls~

plaased. Faced with a revolutionary
Russia Tased on extendirg the power of

*nternatiorel socialisic and not The
purely "Russian" aims a»¢ interests of

the Jmreaucracy, . such a situation
would have reen ilmpnssiiie.

1 the thiréd point, the invasion,
weile | sewporarily strengtheﬁfig the
bureaucracy, severely Weckens the .de~
fance »f the Soviet Unica as 2 workers
state. Further ertensions of territ-
ory urder the dowinatiorn of - the. Krea—
lin sannot butb.uccelerato  The pace of
dogencration, The real doience of the
Joviet T:;on, by the otrengthening of
the mevewent of the wor ¢ jroletdriat
t3war4d the over throw of oanitalism,is

tre only .means whercoT tre workers!'
s*ate '-Hu“ﬂ hope to surrive.. The. fate
cf 1re Soviet Uniorn is bound up with

ihe fate o7 the workers 22 all Burove.

Leavins the

cVceﬂlni e amwirding
their hkP@leSlY tangle skelrn, le% us
-sce tae reactions in : -jxmperi&list

camp o even’is in Finiang The bour-
gec u*e of Britain and rravce have le~
noursed Stalin in strcnger terms than
Hivler. The technigue %c the last Je-
tail, “krey *eil us,  is Morrowed fromw

the N azn% But beyond ;vamPOuent arnd
harmless press offensive this "{lag—
ranct and 'mashamed aggression'is for

~suogests

the moment at any rate, to go com -
rl.%ely  unpunished. The -ilmperialist
50"\rnmeLts have 1little reason to love
tac regime  or collective ‘dwriership
which - sf}ill “\..LS‘E‘S in Russia. They
would: jump At any opportunluy Whlch

offered -them the possibility of mass
surpont for its destruction. They
have not taken sy action because, df
coirse, their hands are tied by the
weoo with Germany, but this fact alone
cenverts the 1deological cover  for
#1.ir.-teal aims i1 the present war in-
4c.a Ffarce. To £d2 the Tinal touch of
conody we have the suggestions Ty the
Luwspaperﬂ that Massolini, receht
“berator" of thas Ab%bs;n*ans and
fﬂblans, is the most fi ting candid-
ﬁu for the jec of defender of small
crions,cf a chawdion for "poor littie
-~ land," a role which he graciocusly
ghouin. be taken: by the

;;\JL\

)
g

|:vj

AT T ies,

dercoracy

le ho?alnb their Vﬁ“' L A0rTox
"'hfully rell,cf t apin ons of
i: ir  masters. The Tebous P°r+3
thoough its spokesmen can only stamm-

eringly follow the lead of Chamber-
ts-m. None have even dared ©o suggbot
;n;‘against'the wov "aggressor." All,
o course, glecivlly acclaim the fail--
wr . of Rolshevism

“he mevolutionary socimlist coxn only
condemn the actioms of Stelinism as
¢oobrary o the inTmeresis of the we 0T~
core Dut what shonld decide the ati-

~de of the iz” mﬁt;onal proletariat
i not who is i.e aggressor, rul in
v 3e  interests. the war is  leing
i ght.

me hypocriticel struggle of the
T snish capitalisds for national inde-
0 Wdence ans wailied Tehind  tuem the
t.sses of - worksws and ﬁszAuuu, ard
Tr;s ig the direct cutcoms of Stalints
vothods. Such lendership, where the
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bourgeoisie is merely tae tool of in

ternational finemce ocapital, cannot
bring a genuinblv freﬂ Einlahdmé
”Wc cal1 Por tne defanue _of the

Sov1et beoau§c the - Sov1et Unlon 8till
Tems ving: a;Aworkers' tate de plte the
dlctxtarship of  the counter—revolu*
Lona;y bureaucracy "By the dcfencc of
the Soviet Union we . mean the defence
of the system of collecntvo ownershlp,
‘he heritage of the. Ocuober Revol-
ion. But aru'we not in e ffect de-
fendlnm Stalinism?® we are asked No,
cur method of de¢end1ny +he U.S.S.R.
is 'a'ravolut Lonary method. - We defend
‘the Sovleﬁ Unlon bJ 11:bnsify1ng our
struggle” agains 3t our wag*ual“stﬂ at
hOme by str1V1ng Tor Sovict  power and

w

abours

the

Under pressure 0% grow1ng dis-
,oa&enn and, - restivelesy of the rank
and.file-in. the labour Pa:ny and Trade
Jnlops,~at Jlong . last we have a  pron-
ouncpment on “Labour'“ Peace Aims" by

Jhe leader . of the Labour Party. The.
war has bLew DTOC@edlﬂ”A‘(? only fthree
months but aiready ac. alarm and sus-
picion.of .the masscs a3 bo the real
purpose of “the, coenflict has. grown &
strong thet  the Lﬁb\u”l. cade“s are
sompelled to give un auvthorative ex-—

wlqnatiom of - the 9011~f <f
in uuppurtln& tha war,.i7 this cppos-
Jtlon is .rot to. get out wf thelr con-
frol and agsume proporiicns menacing
the..smooth acd .- efficient raging of thv
war oy he Brlwlun Govcmnrenu.

the party

The urulClO in thp ”Wﬁij
Yovember 9th, by C.R.A1
which-must b2 . carefullys -
enalysed . by the advencec
the Lebour movement. to sec what i1

7 Herald” of
tec' is one
stud"ca anu

[N
n I

~by fraternising w’.th-the
Every blow agﬂin 3 our own, capltaliats
i3 a blow agains

ﬂd Eiggggféiﬁhﬂfa'ﬁﬁﬁ
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Soviet Army.

the Stdlinist we-
gime. - There . is ‘mo 6%her - ‘method of

nghtlng Stalln$

It is now cleﬂr‘that the problema of
the small’ netions and the- problem of
the Soviet Union is bound ~up'with the
struggle of the,yroletarlqt,for power.
Self determiﬁaQidn of nations“can’only
bs achieved by the overthrow of capite

alism." We stand for an 1ndependent
Soviet Finland. as part’ 'of a Sovxet
Pnidn which can only Be' achieved in
%he~“frfgg against Stalln and ‘for
the uOCL¢llSt ‘United  States i of
Lmrope.'“' ’ B

.

ﬁbeulabour leaders are put ::Qver a3
their war, or as the ‘.&oiu_- shame-
faCedly tO'suggesu, their "peice aims"’
sceavse it is on  these grounds that
they justify their support of the war.

Ho enunciates siy principles Wthh ha
hen uxpanun 3nd Xplaln -

Flrstly
gl peace'y,
116 Germrm

aulv ohould be no dlbtat-
‘NO Yeve 13g Or: punlshment on.
people but reutltutlon to.
the victime of uggressmqn,; Accepting.
this at its face value, how,is this
pious principlc: to be earried . out?

£7tlee in pedantic tones -explains that

it was "the neglect of this principle"
in the treaties-

fziets There is nothing': to show that
the British and French Governments un=
der thelr presert leadership will not
sarry ‘ous an even -more vicious version
oI Versailles if taey win the wazn.  On
e hon+rary the vague

.after the dast war
wiich has resulied in the present-con-

ﬁnd,‘nebulgus

g

S W
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declarations of their aims proves he-
yond a doubt* that this is
what they intend. Churchill:
remairs faithful tc the’
,leA—19lH Labour leaders
days weTe” maxlng the same vaporous de-
claratidms’ as.today, dut ~did mot in-
fluenee;‘lr the slightest

Germahy. = In -1914 they acted as 4
screen for the greedy aims of the
bourgeoisie. Why do not  Attlee
To, if tkey are sincers, denounce the
réal aius of the Chambe rlaln Govern-—
hment now

'15 tvo lat
“The

secorA  prineiple -is  broadly

speaking the right of self determinat- .

1 Attlee, under press--
freedonm:
Bub -

icn of maticns.
ure, is compelled ~to démand
for Irdia~hs well as . for Poland.
if the ua¥our Party cawnot get freedom

cfor India” from. the Governmer.t now, how:

',~ban 1% be expcoted.that: Whun tnpy can
tare their  full ‘atfention tp affairs

,'-a+ home whthout uhelr ‘hends” ne;ng dled ¢
{;by‘war in EurODg, e Dapltﬁfists w111;9

Povany Teadicr .. to. give e’ Indian or
_ 3¢hér fb)p]LS An o the pmplre'
freedom?  Or fer  that ‘matter that
freedom for the
Austria, Poland,.etc, is cr
any v

can.be, iu
vay the concern or the aim of the

National Government Wh@n they are vusy -

pLandtrlng and oppressing the colonial
peoples for the purrose of flnanOLng
.- the present. war? In01duntally the
- gorTy Tocord of +h9 tw .Ahour,Govbrn

rwents with resppct _ﬁndié,rwhen the
oppression  ywas even vur""thxh under
Vunsorv1+1Vb' Jdmlnlstrﬂ+iun ducs not
inspire OJLfldonre, S0 say the 1ppst,
ir, the capacity of the labour leaders
to get this principle adopted. It is

tTue that they were a minority admin-
istration, Tut in that case, as they
are a mlnority in Pﬂrllamenv now, how
will tkls principle hu vut intﬂ prac-
tice when the war ends? 7 ¢

vrecisely -
of 1939
Churehili of
in those-

, degree the-
terms wiiléh were imposed. on a defeated.
.nrzt the
ang -

instead of waldting entil 1t
_”;ng - 777 icr of rights of ratigraly:

VV \' ged, QI' . -
“Poland and Czechoslovakia -

J gs' N

thoi"‘ L

oppressed yp)plbs, i

oortain

retorted to the

~

" The +h1rd p¢1n01n1e,”j“thc complete

flandonment of prresslon and of “the
use of armed fnrce . an 1hstrumbnt of
.rolicy o o o WM reveals its farcical
chiracter. when orn51dered in +io wick-
ground of  the  -history of..the pust
‘tuenty years.  The  failure of the

Longue of Nations to regulate the in-
scluble contradistions between differ-
ont capitalist  states shows .clearly
fate will be of all such
‘idealist" baubling within the frame- -

‘ MJrk of capltql‘sm~1mper1aLlsm..

“he fourth pr1n01ple, th5~"rocﬁgn1t—
~racial and
a8 reoognised

r.ligious rinorities"

i1 the Statutes o ube League .+ 6f Nat-
ionse The nhticrs Whlch.werﬁ “1iber~
'_”tcd" by the AllLbb after the!lagt wa

4 . for whom the present..war is bblng
“to e Ufrsaﬂ dnee “again.
5.k were: notor—
i us .for their perszcution.of thé min-
ities .withir their bord s.  The
futility of any such.: .legasrdsy while
1t.is inthe- 1ntir sts of the eapttal-
548 of ~the domWnunt'racbs o pliunder
.54 -opprass m1n>rit1bs, has: ngn 80
?e irly revealed that it roquiré
further. luold“tw n._. N

The Llfth prines ple,
s federationt 3 a.
thb fact that warkind -
Lrown vthe"o“d ‘nationaly,

<

ﬁhat‘ofx"ﬁurop-
reccgnition of
kas long  out-
oowdaries

" wrieh are now o fetter on the further
‘ﬂ‘vblonmonu of eivilisa

tion. "Eurdpe
federate - or perish" contains a
kernel o7 truth. But  under
capltalisx suck a proposal "is either
“1pcsgikle or actlon ry" as Lenin
ohrase~mongers»wh0 put
this forward in the last war. Englan
nd Frd ee mlght 1grbe to some sort of
"federntion" as - a form of Joint
Franco-Britisk domination of Burope.
“ne of the reasdrs why Britain paral-.
vsed the resistonce of France to Ger-
ran rearmament  was  to  destroy - the

miast -

L‘

P
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French ‘hegemorny ' of Burope which had
bteen established by Versallles. Hitler

rearrarent _Which led to the ‘Fresent
war was: Carried out with the ' full

support of = Britisk imperlalism pre-
cisdly *fcr this purpose, among othprs.

It is true that the 1mper1alis 4o
not want e repeat the ‘'mistake" cf
Vewsdilles. Slmultanerusly British

imperialisy wishes tu settle with its
German rival forever (the present con-
flict must not happen ubaln),_ and at
the same tine make sure that their
"dear ally” France dves not secure a
decisive - wcsiticn
once again. In so far as federation
could be realised under capitalism, it
would rerely be a cloak for the plun-
dering of the peoples. of Burope vy the
Bourse and the City of London Jeintly.
That is thetueaning of the support for
this proposal,ctoudy - und undefined,
whloh emanutes from Jhluehall.

Thb sxxth prlnclple,v.thef,”aﬁandonw

- ment pf”.lmperlallsm” "is a worthy
crowning of - the whole - structure- of
Zabour's peace . aims. = Without - the

overth;ow of oapltallgm, squaring the
circle:would Ve a. ~eomwparatively --easy
task compared to, . the suggestion 8o
glibly put forward oy the labour prog-
rampe., To expect capitalism to exist
without- 1ts. inevitavle _consequences -
imperialisa ard war - 1s. like expect—
ing. the magnetic mines that have
caused. so. much. indignation . in . the

lzbour.. -pressy  not to re attracted Py
the steel hulls-. of ships, - simply be-
cause of the moral disgust expressed.

Physical and - economic laws work them—
selves. cut, given the requisite masis,
1rrospeet1ve of the-desires and wishes
of pbople who are affected thereoym

. Tho puolloatlor of this world shatt—
erlng document, in reality a stale
plaguerism of the empty .programme of
labour in the last blood-bath, has not
aroused any trepldation whatseever in

the I‘ra,n h

ns in

on the - Continent

the gbntlbmbn mk rulp th& de s+1ny
-and BrltlShL Empires. -
"Tines! asgures its rexdurs,

The
"in nc

essential particular is there any div-

argence of opinion" between Attlee ané
the Yeclarations of Iord He 1lfax,

NSpokesman Of the Rnitlsh Government.

The same diVlSl»n of labour nrocecdu
the. last ware In order to keep
the wcrklng masses  welded filrmly to
the war machine of ertlsh imperialism
tho bourg00131o indulgently 2" lows the
lsbour leaders tc prattle & ... Toiry-
tales of hcw the prince ¢1ved happily
ever after, into the ears of thé wor-
kers. In the meantime behind $he
soenes the M"wicked falry", prepares for
the accomplishment of the real alms of
British imperislism. The labour lead-
ers reveal thelr tiue role by soothing
the masses and he 7ding their resis-
tance in check whilc in practice con~
tinulng their co-operation with the.

“tional, Government. Attlee flnibhes
Iis spéech by deelsring 'we are ready
vrenever we are onlled uper to take
“-,pon51b111ty io* the gdvernment cf
Tau country,_to_do our utmost. to get
those principles accepted and put into
cffect.n

q@re exactly. is the heurt of the
problem. " Millions of Brltlsh‘m;rkers
arc  passively supporting, or rather
aoyu1631ng in the war beecause thpy be—
lisve 1t is a just ocne being waged for
the overthrew of Hitlerism. . Tt is to
reassure these mosses that . Lebour's

Pooce Adlms have been published: It is
& programme designed to appeal o
them. e : - :
But after proclai mlng th\ga.ut;pian

- principles for which -ths w:u mould be
fought, the labour leaders step back
ﬁi aid'a government, which by its
rery nature cannot  and does net want

te fight for ouch ims. The Chamber-
i~nd Government _ﬁ;s itself proclaimed
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that the war can only be carried on
with the "support of organised labourV
Without the help of the trade union
and labour leaders the national gov-
ernment could not carry on the war for
a single day..

" Ve demand that the 1labour leaders
break off all relations
jonal Government. For them .to say
they are ready when called wupon to
take over the government is. not
enough. If they sincerely believe in
the programme which they have announ-
ced, let them - take steps to see that
it is implemented by the only means
possible, the taking over of power by
labour. Making a political and indus-
trial truce with the capitalist enemy
is & flagrant betrayal. An irrecons
¢ilable campaign against the National
Government -must be waged on the Home
Front. Labour must take power! That
ig the slogan which must be oﬂrrled
to the workers in every’ cornét vin
Britaind ’

toke this road,

with the Nat-

‘experiences.

" The refusal of the labour ::uders to
indicstes - the -extent
to which they believe their dims to be
practicable. The workers will be con-
vinced by their own experience,’ éither
in the realisation of the : Labour Gov- .
ernment itself or in the struggle to
win a labour majority, that reformism
can lead only to 2isaster; it will be
exposed in;all_its 1o0llow futility.

Then the Worke¢s will . understqnd'

that the overthrow of capitalism is
the owly road to a "Just . peace", to
"social advance™. The cadres . of the

Fourth Internztional stand shoulder: to
shoulder with the masses in the flght
to realise these saims. Only the
building of the Fcurth International,
indissolubly bound up with the neceds,
and aspirations of : the
masses can lead to victory, ta. the es-~
tablishment not of a "federal union',

~but of the . ‘Socialist United Stwtes of

Europe as the sole means of secnrlng a
lasting peace. : ‘

Will the C@mmum st :§
Party go Communist 7

In our last issue we publlshed - a
statement from a member of the Commun—
ist Party which typified the reactions
of a section of the membership and
supporters of this party to the latest
turms. We do not pretend that this
reaction is common to the majority of
the militants who remain in its ranks.
Unfortunately this is not the case.
There.still remains & section which,
out of & blind loyalty, is prepared to
accept anything which is Dut before
them by the 1eadersh1p

These people resemble  those who
attend a mu31c hall regardless of its
programme, ret31W1ng faith in the

management tc produce a star turn
which will please them. They accept
the precedlng ~yrng camplacently

_whether good or bad, applauding those
‘which are to their liking and tolerat-
.ing those which
awaiting their reward in the shape of
the supreme act.

are not. But always

So it is with .the loyal members of
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the Communist Party.
23rd., the "Daily Worker"
their _financial support beesgmse "In
the present situation, the. flrst duty
~of all who are genulnely concerned for
‘the. defence of their country is,
clearly L to glve the utmost assis-
tance...." so0 that they could"get the
issues clear in order that our people
actively and keenly defend their home-

When on August

land...." -They did so and prepared
to pay the ‘supreme price. On Septem-
ber . BOth, agaln in answer to the same

call, - they prepared, however, to give
-this matter their "serious considerat-
ion" -and on- November 4th, at the re-
quest of the long silent Dimitrov, . to
relinquish  the historic role .of
"defending - their homeland", the task
SO.- recently a331gned to them by the
pﬁrty leQdershlp. Thus d4id. the ”Peace
Front" act retire from the scene and
the "fight against 1mper1allot war'
take the stageo : .

Desplte the undoubtedly more pepular
UOlle .of M"opposition"- to war, the
‘sudden change, was, %0 say the least9
disturbing and even the most backward
members Trequired an explanation of
this am321ngﬂcontort10n. But more im-
portant, Dimitrov's statement ' that;
"the proletariat, the working people
have nothing to defend in this war....
Were they to
would merely defend the interests of
their enslavers and oppressors, would
be suppurtlng copitalist slavery."
(D W..November 4th) signified that the

aymaster of the Comintern in Moscow
too demanded an explanation, mnot of
why they changed the line, but why the
luckless leaders did not change it
sooner in accord with their interests.
- And so the 1leadership of the British
section, having committed itself up to
the hilt in support of "capltallst
slavery" had %o declare that it had
made a '"mistake" and produce saape-
goats in the form of Harry Pollitt,

called for .

eupport such a war, they -

- the party secretary and J.R.Campbell,

in the same way - that Stalin a few
weeks previoucly. .dispensed -with the
services of the Foreign = Minister,
wli tvanov. ' ' DR
"The leadership of the Commﬁniat

Party has. received  a masty jolt over
this affair and has learned a lesson.

“Palme Dutt, Pollitt's successor re-
_veals this‘by his extreme caution at
the present time. )
The reascn for this must « clearly
understood and it is Lo be found -in
the fact that the poiicy of ‘the Comm-

¥unlst Party is not in the hands of tao
Palme Dutts and the Pollitts. It is
not determined either by the national
interests of any section of the. prol-
etariat nor by the 1nternutlonai
interests of the workers  and peasante
as a. whole, but 17 . is. dlrected from
:Mbscow and is motivated by. the nation-
_alist self . interests of ‘the. ruling
pbureaucratlc clique headed by Stalin.
In order +to drive-a better bargain

fw1th chis  fellow executloner of the
“German Communists, Stalin uses: -the
"democratic alliance" deception and,

_kaving achieved this objective, cynic-
ally abandoned this manoeuvre together

~with his mercenary lackeys who hud ad-
~vocated it and the dupes whe had supp-

orted .it. But in each instance he has
given an indication of his intentions.
Indications which have been nmore read-
ily understood by the bourgeoisie than
bv hlS own spok\smen. o ’

the deal with Hitler was
Litvinov was removed from
his position. The pect which was. con-
‘strued by the King Street «...des as
"a victory for peace ~ wocialism'y
was an obvious signal to the Communist
Parties . of Pritain and TFrance +o
change their attitude towards the
bourgeoisie whom they were supporting.
The Soviet Union's participation in

"Before
clinched,
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the POllSh adventure, was an ‘even more
obvious sign that they should revise
Aheir whole attitude. But under the

guidance of Pollitt and- Campbell they

~ consistently misunderstood every sig-
~nal.  That is  the extent of  the
‘"migtake" which they so humbly confess
~ tc having made. o

organisation stand

Wheré'does this
today? And what is its future per-
spective? ‘At the present +ime they

are vociferously opposing the war but
in a pacifist manner, by - appealing to
the ruling class to call o conference
and ‘'megotiate a pcace."  They' are
playing a careful role. Palme Dutt is
proving more astite than the
"Pollitt., He is
decisive position at the present per-
iod, from which it will be- difficult
to withdraw should the occasicn arise.
. And not% without good reason. With the
peculiar course which is at’® présent
being pursued by the
neutrals alike, i$ is extremely diff-
dcult to predict with any assurance,
~the outcome of the subterranean man-
ocuvrings and intrigues on the diplo-
matic field, and most of all, the fut-
- ure role of Stalln°A

- Britain 'and France have clearly in-
dicated to the German bourgeoisie that
if the section of the Nazi and milit-
ary leadership which favours an aban-
donment of the present compaign and a
turn to the East is given control,
their support will be forthcoming. In
4n attempt to enforce this development
they endeavour to apply pressure by
negotiating with Germany's . erstwhile
. allies, Mussolini and Franco. -Stalin,

having threatened the Western powers
by the conclusion of the Trade Agree-
ment and the Amity and Frontier Treaty
with Nazi Germany, nevertheless indic-

ates that the door is not th closed
against the "Democracies." The parad-

ing of Litvinov in person and -

ing in the chorus
_ P.P.U. and the Mosley fascists for an
- immediate cessation.of hosti

further, but they canndt remain.
~‘pended in mid-air
will be

( ~kites..
unthappy -
reluctent to adopt a
~the "Daily

belligerembs and  upper - leadership -

'a real popular front against war.....

Thael- -

mann plctorlally at the anﬁi#ersary

colebrations of the October Revolution

is an indication of this. The Commun-
ist Party leaders. have heeded this
warning and as a bonsequence,-‘are
stalling and playing for time by join-
of the I.L.P., the

144
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At the present time they dare not go
indefinitely. They
forced to adopt a ppsitive
sttitude towards the war makers. For
the present they continue to fly their
. With regard to the Labour
Party, the leadership of the Communist
Party applies for -affiliation. whilst
Worker" (November 23rd)
points out that it "is in no sense a
demand for a united front with- the
upper leadership of the  Labour Party
but a lever of struggle against the
and policy.«.s" In

the ‘same statement they declare: '"The

Communist Party fakes up the fight in

the electoral fiéld agninst ‘the ‘coal-
ition of the official leaderships of
the Conservative, - Liberdl and Labour
Parties  who suppert ‘the war." . Fron
this it can be deduced that: the policy
of collaboraticn with -the rank and
file and the recalcitrant leaders cof
he CONSERVATIVE and LIBERAL parties
has not been abandoned but is still
being held in reserve. This position

finds its basis in Dimitrov's state-
ment: "Millions of workin~ ~-. ple in
the capitalist world, - .. cpove all,

‘countyvies, arc vitally
about militant

establishing
1

in the warring
interested in bringing
working class unity, and

Consistent only ia his inconsistency,

the Secretary of the Communist Inter-

natiocnal stresses in the same declars
ation the necegsity  for a '"united
front from BEIOW", ‘the ultra-left
policy pursued by the Communist Party
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in = Germany with such disastrous

results.

-

The nebulous declarations of "oppos- -

ition to war" continue +to be  traded
before the masses. 21litt  end Camp-
bell, whe wvoted on the Central Comm-
ittes against the chanke of line, pub-
lish statements in the '"Daily Worker"
on Hovember 3rd, deolering that they

were - "ml ledd by <their "hatred of
foscism" ' into supporting the war but
they now nccept the revised policy of
th revealing  that their

T c

[
,)

o

we Party, 8o
natred of fascism! -was not suffic-
lently intomse to cause " them +o break
with Stalin when he cmbraced fitler!

- These statoments however, mean noth-
ing. They »useely  for the benefit

of the ;[ riy meubers who
she . position of these

are quering
people. If

necesssry  the policy of Pollitt and
Compbell will be brought cut of cold

storage and Palme
dunce's cap din their  stead. This
course would be necessitated in the
event -of a tuyr of the "democratic im-
Joviet Union. They
are, however, at the moment reliuctant
to odopt this course as is evidenced
by +bhe  limited political control of
the o-lvocates of this policy - Church
ill, Eden and Duff-Coowur.

The period of thice years which in-~
tervened between the coming into oper-
ation of the 1935 Constitution for
Indiﬁ and the outbre:k of the Second

World War was characterised by extreme
political imstability. The gradusl
accumulation of capital in their honds
made 1t inereasingly difficult for
them to rome’: sonciled to a systen
under ' the financial and economic
nolicy of India would rest with a fed-

Dutt.will don the - -

3

-¢8 the presenw

‘If, on the other- hand, the : Western
powers arc successful in turning the
Germar war  mechineg ' the TeSeSeRey

#4hen the Comintzrm will +turn occord-
ingly to a

position which- they will
demagogically identify with revolut-
icnary defeatism, but which will in
fret have nothing in commen with Len~
in's policy. "The ~third wvarient is
that of +the present status quo =~
Germen imperiolism plus any allies it
can acquire ngoilast  British imperial-
igm and its ailies, with Moscow desir-
ing neither vicwory nor defeat for
either side. Uunder these circuustanc-—
. vosition of the Stalin~
tern will be maintained. They will
continue to dvaHU that workers acticn
be limited influencing their ruling

class to ceas:‘ hogtilities and call a

conference with Stalin as a particip-
ant in the "uegotiations™, thus aban~

.doning the tolling masses to thelr im-

P P |

perkalist SluV“—r uters.

Whatever course events muy take, the

treacherous vpoiicy of the mercenary
flunkeys of the Kremlin buregucracy
will remain « barrier on  the rozd of

proletarian and cclonial  struggle for
emancipation from the strangling fett-
ers of the decaved capitalist system.

€%
3
.
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eral . government which, as it is con-

stituted, cou'd never hope %o seec a

Congress mujorisy and would always Te-

main an instrument of British flnanCA—
capital.

The leaders of the Indian WNational
Congress (who incidently are looked
upon as revoluticnary leaders both by
the I.L.P. and the Stainimt Internat-
ional) who rzpiesent the economic and
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political interests of ‘he discontent-

ed Indian bourgeoisie, hoped that the

outbreak of war and the consequent

difficulties of the Imperial Govern-
ment would eanable them to obtain vital
reforms. Under conditions of peace

they could hope to obtain these ‘ze-

forms only by a renewal. of a mass
movement which from their previous aex--
perience they have learned to dread.

That expectation hes not been ful-
filled.
declared that the war is no time for
reforms and that Mr. Gandhi and his
class must wait until thes war is cver.

- Mr. Charberlain is well aware of the

advantages of full support from the
Indian Congress.  But Lis difficulty
is that he camot rely vpon the Indian
capitalists to remain satisfied with
only a few definite concossions. What
guarantee 1is there, that having re-
ceived something today, they will not,
like Oliver Twist, ask for more to-

morrow? That is the principal reason.

why the protracted negotiations be-
tweer. the Viceroy and the Congress
leaders have borne no frvrits. '

While the Congress leaders were
wining and dining with the Viceroy and
his officers, the disconten® -of the
Indiar. masses against the poverty and
destitution in which +they are forced
to  live was stendily  gathering
strenzvh. The new Constitution has
fostered illusions amcng them. They
nad hoped that umder +the Congress ad-
ministrations an -era of radical re-
forms would be instituted in industry
as well as in agriculturc. But Indian
capitalism which had grown up under
the sheltering proteciion of imperial-
ism and in intimate association with
feudalism, proved itself as bankrupt
in the field of social reform as the
0ld bureaucratic administrations. The

The British ruliing class has

Wi N, L "' - L 11

Congress minisvz s neither would nor
could nattack <he oprivileges o the

landlords or iic rights of the mill-
owners. Bven tefore the world con-

flagration - @h:zrbed, -the masses  were
‘beginning to- take independent -action

without waiting for +the ministries.
The famine conditions = which prevail
today .over large areas of India anrd
the new attacks initiated by the mill-
owners upon the workers" gtandards of
living, in she “orm of wage-cuts, mess
dismissals anrd rationalisation, can
only fan the <lame of vopular discon-
tent. The Octobsr GCGeueral Strike in
Cawnpur, the strike in Calsutita of the
ju.te~ wbrkersg *she sporadie striles
among Tndian scamen are indications
that in spite ol rotten leadership,
the workers are striking vack and are

even taking the offensive. In the
following press zeport ic Laled’ the

temper of the wor c.ass. The
Associated Prucss .lhas reported that
Ngeveral workers dissatisfied with vhe
settlemert arrived at in connectlion
with +the Gereral Strike yesterday,
vaided arnd cant fred the Victoria Mills
Mazdur Sabhi ‘i4our Union) office and
later they mobbzd and assaulted Mr.
Kapoor, General Secretary  of ‘the
Mazdoor Sabha. Ioe mob held a meeting
near the Mazlicor Sabha Office and
nassed a vote of no confidence in the
present labour isaders.”

The conflics botween the interests
of the toiling nnsses and those of im-
periaiism can find no solukion along
the road of reformgdm. Far from being
ableé to meke concessions to  the mass-
¢s, the British capitialist class will
be foried to impose heavier burdens on
their overloada=d shoulders. In antic
ipation of she - inevitcble resisiarce
of the wasses o “hese impositions,
the Government i preparing well aheanc
to meet it in the future.
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Vbﬁasmng Fide of antl—f

: f&ses on. the

f’em the
Iﬁa&eﬁa of

r»v,».udc of waltln» fop events
ming inereasingly untenable.
to a

ard their cap301ty t@ rally
em behind ~their own demands. -An

f surrender . at tais stage»would
them ocompletely ¥rom

gence. of .Tevolutionary ideas = anaﬂa
revolutlonarf leadership. ' '

”ijrere;; the"‘native bourgeoisie
cannot fail to see a menace to its own

rights and 11berties in th: new. imper-

ialist aasault on~¢he worklng class.

s they aré  to fhe demands of
ﬂn masses, thgy yet mst
their own rl5h+

AiMﬁDrlallsm.
Mr*,%&aﬂdhl may tbcre;oro start
an‘ther Civil Eisobedipnce’ movemeﬂt.~

%,
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The October 18th issue of "la Voz de
Mexico" organ of the Communist Party
of Mexico, carries the following head-
line on page 2t  "Trotskyist Jews
Support- Almaza~”ﬁ The fact - that no
Trotskyists, Jewish or otherwise, are
£ rhing - Alma (a weactionary
: candldatg) is here com-
bl vely unimportant. Vha tis im-
partant is the anti-Semitic note in
the propaganﬁa of the Stalinist w1ng
of the Stalin-Hitler bloc.

The article reads as

‘But the revelu**orary conbeny of 3
struggle of the massegs _cannqth:peglvg :

‘will OVLIFIOW +he pounds ol
bet by the
movemen?t witich

. the
‘ magses and wauld facilitate the cmer=

‘with only defea’s
to  oppose

-everyone present
~ the leaders of

follows: YA

dts. full expression ' under his leader-
ship.  Inevitably. —as* in ‘the. Civyil
‘Disobedience l@vonent" .of- l920, an

1931, the masses will tend o ocutgrow

the bourgeois ieadersiip. As. wide
and wider sectiong of the expleitel
masses enter the fray, the ‘struggle

Mpeace-
ful chd legitimate' v mears
Congress 1eaderbr The
Ju,_,dfﬂ a8 one for . dhe. ‘..qv..g']n@llg‘ltic}n of
the rights and nrlwaleveq . 0f .the
Indien exploitets,
nlate itself ay cone against the entire.

system of exploitaiion and- puivileges., -

The dynamics of the anbi-irnerialish
struggle. will brirg to *» ¢
fmherent class conlrad . . s
Indian bourgecisie who began

ing the movement will.gnd by be*raying
it. Without a consistent revolutirmery
lcadership +the Indian messes will mecd

-nd -demoralisation.

Awagﬂku&xonar; porty of the  Tourth
- Iguernatlonal wiich o uodpjﬁ‘ leads
tn@ e¥ruggle of al;.opp”es&ea ‘and Gx-

ploited hume. .%r, 13 the call of the

hour.

~
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gvouo of ;rotb&vmeus

15 Tacuba ot““?b,

majorit& e Jﬂwzﬂh and capitalist

clomenis, has dedicated  i%sels . o
- atvacking  ths rﬁgime I President

Cardenas. and | supporting Almezan. The

laat meeting o+ _*he
individuals, m
produced  a cand lous affair.  Not

greed with the way:
she group treated the
en-
in-

Polish problem: having prote
erfetlcally the digser J9n.78

will begln So Form- .

“the
and the.
vy lead--

'thaﬁ neev at No:
nompﬂsed in ite

afore-meniioned
tie Polish situatiou,

k]

k

<Q!"
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-sulted and,. an.. attenpt. . to %
out of the room heing viocle
ted by them, the meeting
bleWn o 4 % §

"aAmong the Trotalyist Jews
tlnguished themgelves by thai‘
cn  the uOVlbt Uhlon; thg

were the PUSlQ cri@lo‘jAjgﬁij
?uﬂda mbrchaﬁt Zaha@%ésg' anc

RubenoteinAand Abraha@g

"These individuals, Ofquz in
ing in national polltic¢1 ol

What "comrades™ Aren'+ Jews 2%
itimate pert of  the Natieén?
attacked Go ncral Mdﬂuul Av la €=
ctlling him en agent oF Quulkn, :
deelaring that the condidate: who

should be supaovte& 13 G‘nbrul to thut gffee
Almagzan.” Englzsh in the
" October 10%th.
The ur’iClb then ends, in the the Y

2l style of  the Nazi d;m&gdguu
whom thelr magter Stal’n has no
iod himdelf, Witk _an’ atd iCk

"eapitalist Juw“"l The lac '

reads: o

"The Merican people pust
are the new . friends andg
Alosgans the Oﬂpltqlltt"
ploiters of the Mexican
-and woemen, rich monopoWlst
o starvb theypeopleqf\dur

ian &
g them
5 of ﬁltler.“
Inipte - are still =%
QLQ now that thoy t_ :
Cied to Hitler $hoy mus
of "Jewish ) '
Jowg", ete. O
“agelsti" the w
tined in the article.

s
&

ﬁt‘plﬁdll t—
the cory of
an't even men-

For four = years, uatil -
a0y the  latintinerd
Stalin were lickiy
~Mdemocratio! 1ﬂperlalll,
native slligs. " In- th&'fl
latin-imorics's stapl v th
"same  Stalinists, Lever ; t o It ig elosr by now that the people
yhvlr m: “*br s newest yish @ ; 1 40 in  the .erticle are not
‘Al em a2t all; - Dut the* ©  just
3 fhe s L LOWS are
h7n.es! = ‘brohams
= and vocifercusly

tﬁe&r

ﬂ>"1y thby sboku thc &
B0 mow

democratic 01p1+1113t ;
they are 1“»,gf:um:mgtu uie
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BY  LEON TROTSKY

In the weekly of the well-known newgpaper Porls-Soir o7
August 31, 1979, an extremely instructive eonversati i is
reported bLetween the Preneh ambassador GCoulondre and
Hitler on August 25, at the time of their last interview.
(The source of the Information is undoubtedly Coulondre
himgelf.) Hitler sputters, boasts of the p-ct which he
concluded with Stalin (™2 realistic pact") an, "regrets"

that Germsn and Freneh blood wiil.be spilled.

"But," Coulondre objects,"Sto lin digplayed great double-
de(llng. The real victor (1n cage of wa ir) will be Trotsky
Have you thought this over? -

nT know@" Der Feuhrer responds, "but why did Fraﬁce and
Bridgain give Poland complete freedom of action?" ete.

S

These gentlemen like gy ?@ § personal name to the

'spe@%ra fab revdlutloﬁ‘, Bu# ”his of ~pourse is not the

essence of thig dramatic aonvu,‘ $ion, at the: very moment
when diplometic #elations wére ruptured. "War will inevit-
ably prégoke revolution;" the representative of imperial-
gt demobracy, hlmself chilled fo the marroy,fllghtens his
advercgry

T know;" Hitler responds, as if it were a question Ce-
cided long ago. "I know." Asuonlshlng dlﬂlcwu"

Both of them, Boulondre and Hitler,reépresent the barbar-

ism which advances over Burope. At the same time neither
of them 'doubt that their barbarism will be conquered by

~socialist revolution. 3Such is now the awarcness of thw

ruling classes of all the capitalist countries »f -

world. Their complete demorgligation is one of the most

important clements in the reintion of class foreces. The
proletariat has a young and still weak: revolutionary lead-
erships But the leadership of the bOHIg“ClalC rots on its
feets At the very outset of the war which the 7 could not
avert, these gzentlemen are convinced in advence of the

ccllapse of their regime. This fuct alone  must.be for us

the source of invincible revolutionary optimszm!

Printed snd Published by B.French, 87 Saffron Hill, BE. C. 3.
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