"WORKERS"
INTERNATIONAL
NEWS

A

VOL.3. No.2.

FEBRUARY 1940

TWOPENCE

© BEFORE THE
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During the lull in the fighting on the
military front, the sappers and miners
are undoubtudly doing their mole's
work,: ‘undermining the enemy entrench-
ments. The diplomatic moles arc sim-
ilarly busy in an equally unobtrusive
way.  Only when the underground mines
explode w111 thblr handlwork be dis~
CIOSed. ‘

‘In the last Gyreat War this preparit-
ory ‘work was aiready almost completed
before August, so that the shot a%
Sarajove initiated a chain of world-
shaking events in a period of days,
and humanwty found itsclf divided into
two great camps. The linc-up. today,
in the sixth month of the European war
is still undecidcd. But the moles are
burrowing =ssiduously.

The Trench Yellow Bosok on the events
le2ding t2 ths =wor, Liks the British

Blue Book and Whitc Papers on the same
subjeet, mzke great play with the per-
sonal characteristics of Adolf Hitler
as a factor making for war. But econ-
omie. statistics for the prewar yoars
tell far more convincing story.

1939 wes a year of slump. Pigurecs
for new capital issues in Britain, al-
wiys the most significant index of
toom and depression, show that from
the peak year of 1936 there has been a
devastating drop to less +than one
third. They sunk to £66,000,000 which
is below the 1level attained in the
dbpths of the last cconomic depres-

_51on, some £88,000,000.

-,Hdrdest hit of all was France. It

was only the outbreak of hostilitics
in September that halted the develop~
scnt of the social crisis which was
niverd®lly cxpectcd to come to 2 head
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in the autumn of 1979. The . interne-
cine struggles within the French bour-

geoisie were halted momentarily, but

only at the price of a war effort
which is costing Frnace, according 1o

.the estimates of the military budget

for the first gquarter

of 1940,
£4,200,000 per day. :

some

British financial support, the '"pool-
ing of resources", the Franco-British
Soiidarity Committee -~ all these meas-
ures indicate . that the structurs of
French economy cannot stand on its own
basis, but needs the British prop.

Like their masters, the valets of
imperialism, Citrine and Jouhaux have
drawn together in a common «ffort. to
win the war .and #c: stave oIff the
threatening revolt of the French work-
ers against the intolerable burdsns
which .the: war has superimposed on
those already loaded on their should-
ers through the depression. Valets
and mastc. s on both sides of ths Chan-
nel draw together too in common
struggle against the French Communist
Party, the lecaders of which are trying
to utilisse the smouldering rebellion

of the French masses to furthor the
plans ¢f the Stalin-Hitler partner-
ship.

The parliamentary immunity - of the

- Communist Deputics from arrest was
suspendcd iast Novemebr and they were

expelled last month. The drive against
fear of -

the Communists <¢xpresses the
the Daladier regime that the civil war
in Francc might develop more rapidly
than the uprising against Hitler in
Germany. Their fears arc shared by
the reformist labour leaders who unite
with them in & fight dirccted osten-
sibly against the agents of the Krém-
lin, but in reality against the revo-
lutionary trends now arising within
the working class.

U.S. trade

The resumption of Fronch trade agree-—
ments with Spain, the trade treaties
with Belgium and Jugoslavia, the Brit-

ish. trade agrecments with :Sweden,
Grecce and Turkey indicate faintly the
cutlines of the future Allied camp.
But the central factor in the coming
line-up is the attitude of the United
K intes.

The blockade of German exports opened
up to the United Qt<tps the possibil-

ity of «¢stablishing. a monopoly. of
South Americon  trade. But Japan. 00
received simultanedus benefits - from

the preoccupation of the Allies in the
Furopcan war. Japarese exports made a
spcetacular recovery, the
exports for the last threc months of
1939 reaching 400 million yen as
against 60 million yen for the whole
of 19%8. Her operations in China were
facilitated by the withdrawal  of

British gunboats from  the Yangtse and
of Allied troops from Chinese territ-
ory. The two remeining rivals for the
lion's share of Chinese trade are now
left face to facec, and there is 2
sharpening antagonism in the Pacidic
expressed in  the abrogation of the

agrezment with Japan in

protest agninst’ the use of military

"force in China and the violation of

American rights
fear of giving

China limits the
T.S. can
conflict.

and property. The
Japon a2 free hand in
degrcoe to  which the
intervene in the Iuropean

Roosevslt, in his crusade for relig- ‘

jous freedom and his exchanges with
the Pops, is clearing the road for in-
tervention. At the trial

flimsy charges, a leaf was taken from
3talin's book. Donzenburg, one of the
witnesses nnd a foundation member of
the Communist Party of the U.S., con-
fessed (nccording to British Press re-
ports) to having buen a sccret agent

excess of |

of Barl
Browder, American Communist leader, on

[ o
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of the Soviet Union, and in this cap-
acity to have taken aerial photographs
of a "certain country" from the plane

lent him by its "Ruler.”" Unmistake-~
ably ¥ing Carol of Rumania 1is pointed
to in his thinly wveiled references

which suggest a plan on the part of
Stalin of aggression against Kumania.
The technique is identical with that

of Stalin's witcheraft trials in Mos-
cow, and helps to clear the way I«
open intervention by the U.3. in the

Finnish conflict, limited up to now by
"non-military" flnan01a1 aid and moral
support. :

In Finland the +threads are Dbeing
drawn together. Volunteers from a di-
versity of countries are recruited in-
to a foreign Legion symbolising the
capitalist front against Russia, gifts
and loans of money are beingz sent by
Sweden and the United 3States as well
as arms and equipment, while Citrine

and the I.7.T.U. contribute their res-~

Labour and

The war develops in a way completely
unexpected by all the

Even the lharxists who had predicted

the inevitable outbreak of hostilities

are apparently contradicted by events.
Totalitarian war and the internal tot-
alitarian regimes
with it has not yet appsared in its
full force at the present time. On
the fronts, apart from the obliterat-
ion of Poland, the war procceds more
as an intensification of the  bitter
economic :znd diplomatic struggle which
went on before .open hostilities comm-
éenced, than large scale military oper-
ations. The formal declaration of war
has merely initiated Intensive prepar-

participants.

which synchronise

olutions and appeals. On Finnish soil
the combined capitalist onslaught on
the Joviet Union is being organised.

Prom the united capitalist front
against the Soviet Union, only Hitler
Germany as yet stands aside, for, in
Stalin's words, his friendship with
Hitler is "ceéemented by blood." Never-
theless, whether Germany is bribed
over into the anti-Russian bloc or
whether the cement continues to hold,
the intervention aainst the Soviet:
Union iz becoming a menacing reality.
In Pinland the threads are being drawn
to’g,ethar.

But in "all +the national states,
France and 'Cermany, Britain and Rus-
sia, U.S. and Japan, the mole of the
revolution' is busily burrowing, laying

its tunnels beneath those of the dip-
lomats and the warmongers. In this
fact lies humanity's one hope. Burrow
mull, old mole!
-
Democrsa 6%
ations before the belligerents engage

in mortal combat.

But already Daladier hes promised us
"total" war in the gspring, a warning
emphasiscd in the reply of Hitler to
the speeches of both Churchill and
NDaladicr. There has been a time lag
in the development of events. The
prologue to the drama has been unduly
prolonged, that is all.

In Germany the totalitarian charac-

ter of the regime has been further in-

temsified by a new seriss of decree
laws.  The death penalty for listening
in to foreign broadcasts is o  typieal
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"example. In France dictatoria 1 pOVprS_' stronglchold  of monopoly 0ﬂp1t31 in
assumed by the Government hive intug-  the dircetion’ of affairs. -But - this
urnted - scmi-totolitarinnism  whose  was merely o glimpse, - showing rather

cha r“ctur is morc
thb war procceds.

and more decpendd as

But in . Britain dcmocracy has bloss-
omgi forth in its full vigour. e are

shown the powvr of democratic ideals,
nurtured by conturies of cxporicnes,
ingrsincd in the  Anglo-3axon charac-

tcr, proof agninst 211 tendencics  of
dlSlntqgr_tlon,and deCay. At l:28% s0
we are assured. It is true "that this
idyllic picture is somewhat smudged by
the ecmorgency legislation passcd ot
the beginning of the war, lcgisln $ion
which if applied would immediately in-
augurﬂtﬂ conditions similir to thosc
in France qnd Gcrmﬂny todﬁy.

It is Wlso true. that in Indl” nnd
the colonies the cmergency lngslﬂtlon
introdvced us 2 precaution has - been
rigorously carricd out and not merely
left to adorn the statute book. - But
the colonices arc far away. In Ulster
too the totalitarian code has not re-
mained o dead letter. People arc arr-
¢8ted and imprisoned without trinl. &
reign of tocrror has been  introduccd.
But why quibble? The Irish Sen scpar-
ates Ulster from the mainland even if
it is included as part of  Grent Brit-
ain. And we have
turbulent Irish require specinl hond-
ling quite dafferent from thut which

is nocessary for the morc sober aond
respon 1b1“ Engllsh.
But the problcm still remnins. For

" the present, in practice
law, the democratic rights gained by
the working class are sti11  being
maintiained. Political 1life in Brit-
nin,on the surfacc, procecds as uuu"l

The Hore-Belisha episode, it is truc,
revealed the cloven hoof of the power
of the miliraty clique =nl - the

becn told that the

if not in

what was 1ntbn¢v& in the future th:n a
prfs>nt resn llty. A

War is the continuation of politics
by other wmesns. This quite Marx-
izn aphorismis the koy to the quest-
ion which confronts us. Time =nd again
Covernmont spokesmen have announced
th=t the co-operation and support of
organiscd labour is "essential for the
succcssful prosccution of the war"
What was impossible in Germany, and
possible only +to a limited extent in
Prance, has been achieved in Britain.
The ruling class has leanel heavily
for support, through the labour. bur-
‘aucraoy and worker aristocracy; upon
the working class. The tremendous
reserves which have been 2ccumulated
in the past few ycars by British ime
porialism ot the cxpense of its rivals

and the long period of industrial
peace; without any mnjor national
strikcs, hove paved the way for this
policy.

The St=linist 2nd Lbaour agitation
for "collective security", a "stand

ngeinst Hitlor," "for the ending of
nggression”  further facilitated the
possibility of this taking place. ' In
thz Housce of Commons, when the  issue
scomed in the balancey Greecnwood was
demanding  war on  Scptember lst. He
wis "relieved" on Scptember 3rd, when
the declaration of war - was madeé, that
Chemberlain had not "betrayed!" Poland.

From the first day of the war the
Labour Pazrty stood unrysgrvpdly behind

the Government. “new  "politieal
trucc" was declared and Labour was in-
vitel to join the Government. They

d.clined, but the very foct of the in-
vitation revealed the closencss of
their position to that of the Torics.
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But now that the first shock of war
has worn off the masses are becoming
critical. A mood of distrust is
spreading throughout the working class
and that is why we begin %o hear "half
oppositirnal" speeches from the Labour
leaders. There 1s no political truce,
protest Attlee and Morrison, only =&
ngtandstill agreement' over by-
clections which has been caused by the
difficulty of holding elections in
war time. This is a plea which has in-
conveniently been cxposed by the ann-

ouncement of a gencral clection in
Canada. e are not supporting the
National tovernment, only the war
against Hitlerism and aggression,”

Attlec solemnly attcmpts to reassure
the rank and file. And adds without a
smile "there is a difference betwoen
the two." "If Labour gets the confid-
ence of the nation we arc willing at
any time to take power. and apply our
programmc for the benefit of the nat-
‘jon," declaim the labour lcaders from
all the public platforms. "In view of
Labour's faith, it was impossible for

them to blackleg in the present con-
test by refusing %o take their stand
agaisst Nagzism," says Attlee in a

speech at cardiff on January 29th, but
neverthcless ".....the struggle wmill
be a sovere one. I am certain that
only by the adoption of socialist
principles in the crganisation of this
country can we come through the ordeal
of war successfully and meet the diff-
jculties ef roconstruction. T am
certain that only by the adoption &
the principles,of Labpur's peace aims
can we ond war and establish peace on
firm foundations."

This critical attitude in words of
the labour leaders is dictated by the
necessity to kesp the masses from
breaking away and turning towards mass

action against the hardships which war
imposcs on them, and from there it is
just a short stcp towards mass Oppos-
ition against the war itself.

So long as the Labour and trade
union burcaucrats maintain their hold
on the masses, so long can the capit-
alists continue to afford the luxary
of n democratic regimc in the metrop~
olis while dispensing with it in the
colonies.

But the war has hardly begun and al-
rendy a stirring is apparent among the
workers. With the "total" war ‘the
mood of didillusionment  and revolt
will grow. The labour lecaders will
not be able .by metaphysical arguments
to unloand Tesponsibility for the war

amd its consequences  from their
shoulders. They will probably be
forced by the pressurec of the govern-
ment ond the mass actions of the

workers to enter the government.  The
capitalists will attenpt to wuse them
to break the opposition of the work- -
ers. But this instrument will not be
snough. Total war nabroad means total
war at home, and the capitalists will

geck better instrumentsi They have
made all the preparations. The days
of dcmocracy Are numbcred. In ceits

1nst strongholds capitalist democracy
will be extinguished.

what is to take place will be de-
cided by the degres to which the
TPourth Internationnlists have« gathered
sufficient cadres to place themselves
at the head of the insurgent masses
snd seize power. The choice before
our cpoch cannot be evaded. Either
the proletarian revolution or totalit-
arian barbarism. There is no middle
rond. The road of the labour leaders
Jeads straight to the concentration
Camps .
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have discovered without

e '..'iny dlff"
iculty the officicl policy of the Iab-
our:Party on the present war. “he

preifist policy of tAC'I§L.P ig 61cﬁr~

ly visible through its tenucus socinle
ist wrapping, but, despite ‘QlL— our
efforts, we wve un~ble to

policy of the uOMﬂuﬂlut P
most vital issue.

on. Janusry 27th nnd 28th th; London,
Soottish, QuﬂC;aﬂlru and Yidlands dise
tricta of this orgonisition held their
congresses. Reports =ppesred in the
"Daily Worker'" on Jan cry 29th indic-

tlng‘xhe Congresses' condemn- tion of
2 war' "which Chamberlain  is cnrrying
on for imperialist purposes." e
might mention 1n pussing that should
any of the delegates who endorsed
this, inndvertently find nis way into
the store houses of the wiste pape
marchants, he would discover that dur-
ing its first five wecks this same wor
was 2 "just" one 'against fascism,
and some timely advice on how to win
ite :

H

"Roremost in every session of the
(London) Conference” we are informed,
"wore the two questions of the worklnb
class and hew to end the war." As the

confereonce posed two guestions, we

naturally look in vain and con  only
find such ncbulous statements ns;  "to
fight for +the nesds of the Teople
means 2t the eome  time to fight for
the end of the war. This comes © from
the General Sccretary of the Purty,
R. Falme Dutt. Ted Bramley's contrib-
ution was equally clear: "The issue
today is this: with the imperialists
and the labour leaders slaughter,

l.l
i}

" showed

TR S 0 T ,. - 3% !
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or with the Communiht-“
war and end

zrty 1o-ond the
capitalism. ! But - th

doesn't help much cithsr becruse, w1th
the Stolin-Fitler Prct in operation,

nceording to this some party's declor-
otion of August 23rd, blow hos been
denlt "o fascist war plans®  and we
should be conjoyinz the fruits of the
"victory for Dpeice nd socialism"

~which thoy claim:d th; pet to be. -

Wa flnd
oxile to

At the Lancashire OOngress
Mr. Pollitt cmerging  from
"Urge the congress to prupire for far
reaching events, to  remember that the
fight wos not nlons on the wuge issue,
but was of for broadur dimcnsions, and
to have faith  in the role  which ‘the
Communist ¥Porty was  playing in 11
other londs." The author of the his-
toricnl  MHow to Win the War” pamphlet
cxtreme  tact in confining  to-
the "prrties of other lands™ his app-
¢al for "faith."

The Birmingham Congress woas- honourbd
with the grusvncv.of William Rust, who
stoted that "it was vitally nscessary
to strengthen the fight agninst war...
Ve must  me our mngs  campaign on
wagel tnd social questions part of the
fight »gainst war." He also  ‘''showed
the necessity” of building up 2
"Poople's Front from below.™

~bhandoncd

K

Tl
4Iro

Cynically by the Lord of

the Kremlin to work out their own des—
tiny without making "mistokes®, the:
British Stnlinists hount the Labour

mevement like a
beon mislaid. -

shadow whos¢ body has
Grimly they hitch all

their statements  'to the declaration
of the Comintern secretary, Dimitrow
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On November 27th, Rust calls™ for
"working class unity and a '"gople's
Front as a way to bring this war tc an
end." In all, the Stalinists have the
choice of four "policies" on the basis

of Dimitrov's manifesto. "United
Front from below," '"Pcople's Front to
end war," "The workers will end the

war after their own fashion" (whatcver

this means) and, on thc basis of "This

war is not in your interests'" they
Justify support for any "stop the war"

or "peace and dcmocracy" movement that
Bvery dec-

happens to come their way.
laration that the new Ileaders make,
they tic to one or other of these
statements.

Incapable of interprcting Stalin's
manocuvres and anxious ‘to avoid the
fate which befcll the luckless Pollitt
and Cwnmpbell, Palme Dutt and William
Rust take no step without placing the
onus on "Comrade Dimitrov!" but they
will not escape irom the m
when Stalin's guillotine falls on Dim-
itrov's neck, they too will go thc way
of all (Comintern) flesh.

It is no accident that these
of the Moscow "fathcr of the people"
should not know where they stands It
is merely a reflcetion of Stalin's own
unhappy predicament. "Democracy'" is
now a thing of the past. - Their 1last
democratic friend  Chvrchill, as evid-
enced by his latest broadeast specch
from Manchester, is prepared to face
up to Hitler without the aid of Rus-
sia. Rapproachment with Britain is
now out of the question.
of Finland has brought the forces of
world capitalism, wath onc exception,
in line against the U.3.S.R. The one
exception is Hitler Germany znd it is
on Hitler alone that Stalin relies for
his continucd existence. Hitler must
be kept in power, must continuc to

agents

cshes, and

~ The invasion’

wage & war against the Allies.

But whatever happens, 3talin's end
ig in sight. If the <«llies defeat
Hitler, they will then +turn on the

Sovict Union. The mouthpicce of all=-
icd imperialism, the ludicrous Palish
"oovernment" has dcclared that "Russia
cannot stay after Hitler is defeated. 1

A victory for Hitler in the West would .
in all probability urge him to take
back from Stalin what he was loaned in
the same sensc o8 Poland was  allowed
2 portion of Czechodlovakia in the Mu-
nich carve-up. The third alternative,

the workers 'ending the war affter
their own fashion," if this can be in-
terpreted to mean by social revolution.
would 21so mean the demise of the

Thermidorian bureaucracy. A success-
ful uprising in any part of Europe, or
in the East, would spread across. the
continent like a fire in an oil refin-
ery and would inevitably have its re-
percussions in the Soviet Union it-
self. Whichover way Stalin turns he
is in 2 blind alley and consequently
his foreign agents who pose as leaders
of the Communist Parties cannot give a
lead to the masses in any dlrectmn°
No policy will meet ‘their needs - cr

rather, those of their paymaster.
That is the .reason why =211 their
statements of "policy" are carefully
phrnscd so that they can be interpret-
¢d in any way which happens. to suit
the zuthors' nneds 2t the moment.
Whilc Stalin and his paid  "follow-
crs" faounder ever deeper into the
quicksands of their own  treachery

which will ultimately® engulf them, we
do not change our coursc. The time is
not far distant when the masses will
take the only course open %0 them led
by thc one world party.’ “Which now, ns
always in the past, ¢Onsistently and
clearly points to socinlism.
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dSingapore Strikes

The Singaporc workers -have gone on Tt wns no surprisc there forp, when
strike. Trom 2 careful study of the the whole poraphanclia of aqr—tlmg
mcagre press daespatches, it becomes  emcrgency logislation was imposed upon

clear that what was cheurfully des~  the workors to bresk their determinat-
cribed as only a strike 2mong the dock ion to win o living _wuga. On Jonuary
workers engaged by the Harbour  Joard  13th, th* n"imcs"  correspondent  de-
was in fact o goneral striks involving  clared cmphn t10111y thgt the  strikes

large sections of the ”inp"porc prol-  would “not hamper naval work and shipe
etarict. The "Times" of Janu-ry 18th, ping will not.be affeccteds" And yet
montioned casually that thry, to four buforc two dnys hod passcd it was re-
hundred workers engaged in the hospit-  portcd thot "the strike was: hampering
als have .also struck. Wo wers told military work" »nd that "it was impos-
also that workers in 2 cane factory ~sible for the . government to  tolerate
had besicged four English officials of  =cts of this klnd." By Jonuary 17th
the factory and had fought the police  mohy of the strike londers, all Chin-
who bad buen  summoncd to  release the  e¢se, were behind prison bars charged
OfflClllb, using bottlcs ds missilcs. with the offonce o;-'"pr‘gudlcin? the
Although the correspondcent is reticent  war efforts," under the defence regul-
it is not difficult for us to guess astions. 7The list report publis hgd by
what kind of midsiles the polide must the bourguois papers iuformed us that
have used. in spitc of the strong action tnkin by
, the authoritics, the strike was con-
The method :cmployed by the authorit- tinuing.

ies in eenncction with the workers'
movoment must be noted, for thore can The Singrpore sirike is o signific-
be no doubt that in o similar situst-  ont spisode in the drama of imperial-
ion in thc metropolis, the some  meth- ism in war time. Takon in cohjunction
ods will be uscd to deal with British  with the roe.nt strike movem.nt among
workcrs. the workers in India  they not only
- : give us  an iduz of the  effect of the
The ideological preparation for the  wur on the coloninl. mussgs, but also

use of extrems mensurcs hid  been 1:id of the forces which n111rgnd the war.

down by the Governor, Iir Shenton
Thomns, in ~n spesech on Janu:r 1st. The iinhars jzhs, tha Nzw :bs, the Sul-
"There =re some in Malaya™,; he s21id, tens, the Chicfs, the landlords to-
"who are doing all they can to stir up  gether with the native capitalists -
troublc. I do not know if thoy real- ¢l arc 23 decply involved in thig war
ise it, but they arc behaving a2s if ns their musters o2nd  protectors; the
the Wazis are their fricnds. I warn  big capitilists of London. Their ben-
these people thot I regard them s odictions on British imporialism can
enemies &nd thet I shall deal with “no longer hide the. fundamontal . contra-
them zccordingzly." , diction between the nceds of the col-
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onial mosses and the needs of British
imperialism in war, a coatradicticn

which will blow the BEmpire into smith-
¢rines ere long. The Malsyan author-
ities had kept ats working peopulation
in umspcakable poverty in time of
peace. Today, more than over, it is
compelled to launch heavicr attacks on
the working masscs. On November 23rd,
Sir Shenton Thomzs tearfully proclaim—
¢d his intention of imposing additlon~-
al taxation. He trusted that "the
Malayan Govcernment would offer the
bulk, if not the whole of the proceseds
to the imperial governmont  as a con-
tribution to the cost of - nar.”

The c¢olonial q ostion ig causing
many an anxious heart secarching among
the rulers of the empire. Can they
win the war bcforu the disintegrative
tendencies in the Bmpire accumulate
the foree of an - esarth quake?  The
British Smpire entered this war, the
last that 4t is  destined to fight,
torn with internal strife.
omic crisis which weighed most heavily
on agricultural production had given
tise to a mass pcasant movement which
isA'increasinbly taking on a political
character under the influcnce of the
rising movement of the working class.
The German imperialists are hoping
that -before - Chamberlzin can deal a
death blow to  their own ambitions a
storm will have broken out in the col-
onies. That is why from the. point of
view of British imperdalism, covery

-and.. The

The gcon--

“ngainst the Czeth and tnu
ses - enslaved by Germar

-der the slogsn of

colonial worker who demands and fights
for a living wage, cvery peasant who
demonstrates against rising prices, is
an cnemy and an agent of Hitler.

It is against this background of the
F”thorlng storm in the | colonies that
we must place the Comintern's slogan
"stop the war™ if we are to understand
the full extont’ of its perfidy. The
Kremlin satraps can sce in the gather-
ing forces of the colecnial revolt only
the signature to its own desth wmarr~
Stalinist press  having for
years maintained a significant silence
on th: colonizl  issuc, has  suddenly
redigecovered the sufferings and strug-
gles of the colonial slaves in the
"democratic" empitres. But their noisy:
advertisements of the struggle of the
colonial workers is meant - solely for
the. cducation - of  the British and-
French bourg@oisie,.to - convince - them
of the reagonublencss  of acceding to
Hitler's torms immedlntbly before the
plebeian revolution . swecps away. the -
entire system. The slogan "stop the
war" is  therofore
Polish mas~. .
1mperlallsm,
but 2lse ngainst the m1lllonb in the .
Froneh ond RBritish @ colonies. Not un-
"stop.thu.war"-‘but
under the slognn of the overthreow. of.
capitelism nnd the freedom of the col-
onial musses - the slogen of  the
Fourth International - can the workers
win peacc for themselves ~nd the whole
cf humanity.

directed. not only:
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The self same League of Nations affiliates to organise "effective aid"

which moved so languidly  and dilly-
dallied so long in the case of the im-
perialist onslaughts on Abyssinia, Al-
bania, China, Spain; Austria -and
Czechoslovakia was galvanised into
swift action when the Soviet Union was
named as the aggressor. Sympathy was
expressed and aid promised from Brit -
ain and Trance, Argentina and THaiti,
Bolivia and Wexico, Venezuela, Colom-
bia, Dominica, Liberia and Uruquay.
Ecuador, " whose 'Liberal" government
a few days later provoked and brutally
crushed an uprising of the socialist
wockers declared herself ready to ren-
der "all possible humanitarian aid."
And the United States, though not a
member, replied to the appeal of the
League by declaring that assistance:
was- already being organised.

The effect on that other capitalist

fraud, the reformist trade union int-
ernational, was also electric. In the
middle of January the International
Federation of Trade Unions met in
Paris under the Jjoint presidency of
Sir Walter Citrine and M. Leon Jou-

haux, expressed "sympathy and solidar-
ity with the heroic Finnish people in
their fight against Stalin's imperiai-
ist aggression" and appealed to iits

for Finland. This is the same organ~
isation which clung to "non-intervent-
ion" in the Spanish Civil War until
all was lost.

And the world bourgeoisie has found
other weapons, too, %0 wield. The Red
Cross is the symbol of compassion, of
aid to suffering humanity irrespective
of nation, race, religion or political
creed. At least, such it claims to
be. But at Geneva at the beginning of
this month the. Swedish Red Cross Te~
quested the International Red Cross to
investigete -civilian bombing in Fin-
land in conjunction with the American
Red Cross. The civilian deaths in
air-raids reported from Helsinki,
where there exists a powerful interest
in favour of exaggeration, were if
anything remarkably small in comparis-
on with the reporteld number of Russian
‘machines engaged and bombs dropped. In
spite of this the attempt 1s made to
use the Red Cross as a propaganda
weapon against the Soviet Union.

Mr. Hoover, who first distinguished
himsclf in the service of imperialism
by importing Chinese slave-labourers
for the Rand gold mines, who rose to
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-of money, arms and men.
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sponsor of the nlnnlsh Relief Fund
whieh sert a'million dollars raised in
the Us$. to Findland. Further millions

were, promised by him ineluding a mill- -

ionffrbm organi c¢d lobours

From Swe an oamc.&ﬁ 500 000 collecé
ted ; from Swedish ;industrics. . ~The

Swiss:Federal  Coureil : voted 100,000
frangs. ~The Canpdian- Red -Cross sent
£11,900, the Australian £10,000, whilc
the New Zenland Government voted £5000
for Red Cress purposes. The Pope sent
"a:large stum": for  Catholic -rolicf in

Finland."The United Stiates Government

has earmarked o mllllOﬂ dollars a8 a

”nonqmllltary" loan to 1n1%nd !
<%

Mqre. openly, Argbntlnu has © sent
504000 tons  of wheat.on the pay-when-
you=like system.
legsed planes: to be sent to
From. Italy:and ‘the -U.Sa-
armg arec. bblng tanded.
ing and c¢quipment-
B.E¢F. has hoen diverted to-
while Mr. Butlor has announcad
for the cxport to Finland of war mat-
erial from ~Britzin. It was disclosed
in the U.S. that during
erial had been oxported to the tune of
5,895,000 to Swecden, 4,487,000 dollars
to Finland.

Finland,

Sympathy has taken the concrete form
By the end of
Swedish wvolun-~
enlistment of
Norwegians and

the year, besides the

teers, the voluntary
2,000 Itzliansg, 2,000

1,500 Danes was amnounced. A Finanish
Forcign Legion has beun formed from
White Russians, Italians, Poles, Aust-
rians, #stoninns, ILatvians, Swiss ,
Hungarisns, Austr 11liang, Frenchmen and
Brltonu,docordlng to Helsinki roports.
But the army of international cnpital-

drlvpr‘for Amprlcﬂn}’
nilanthr@plc'“

-outh Africa has re- -
Finland. -
“planes and
~British cloth~:
intended: for - thé-

plang -

1939 war mat-

ist’ 1ntprvoht10n g*lnst the ‘30v1oﬁ;f
Union ‘was incomplote until” the.. arrlvulf
of Zir Wultpr Citrince in Finland’ ’
January 25th at the head of the L@bour
de lbg tlon. '

The systematic compaign of - the
Stalinists  during  thei?  recently
buricd Populcar Front period, the pop-
ularisation of the ides of "oggres=-
sors", has roturned upon - their  own
heads ns o boomerang. The most strik-
ing feature of the 'Aid Finla nd' cam-
paign has been that the organised WOor-
kers have not only passively permitted
it to go forward, but hove in  some
cases actively - assisted it. 90,000

Wleuh morkprs have donated the pro-

' cavds of anc day's labour %o the Fin-
nish bourgéoisie's waruaffort, amount-r

million kroner. ‘From the
been  promised a

ing to 2
American workers has
million dqllgfs.

The voluntecrs and ambulances, the
dollars, kroner, francs and  stérling, .
th guns and plancs, wheat Qnd .cloth-

g that pour into Finland are not on-
ly 2 threat to the rule of Stalin. If
that wore  the case, we might mercly
note the influx with 2 comment on the
irony of a situation which finds Stal-
in, sower of illusions about "indepen-
denece of small nations", the victim of
his own propaganda campaign. '

But the Sovict Union zlso is threat-
c¢ned and that is 2 matter of grave
concern. The Soviet housc is infiosted
with Stalinist vermin, it is true, but
the workers of the world have no in-
tercst in burning down the house to
zget rid of the bed-bugs. The overthrow
of Stalin is a job for the Russian
masses end for them alone. Our job is
to deal with our own exploiters, and
thereby render the only possible aid
we can to the +toilers of the Soviet
Union. Down with the intervention!
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The "N@W”Afﬁcancrd@m'

Some four months before the outbrezk
of the war, Germany bogan broadcasting
in Afriksans, the language of wmore
than half the white inhabitants of the
Union of South Africa. This was the
beginning of a solicitude for the suf-
ferings of the subject peoples which
was also sxronded to the Arabs, and
parallels the compassion felt by Brit-
ish imperialism for +the Austrians,
Czaochs and Poles.

Fanned by the Nazis, smouldering
Boer nationalism is once more bursting
into flames. But it would be a mis~
take to imagime that Mr. Hertzog and
his party, who voted for neutrality,
split from the South African Party and
are now demanding an end to the war,
are in any way experiencing a revival
of that Béer spitit that led  them in
thcir youth to opposc Brltlsh impor-
1a1ism with arms.

The discovery of gold and diamonds
in South Africa had a twofold effect.
On. the one hand it opened up the coun-
try and initiated .an industrial revol-~
ution, attracting a large iInglish-
speaking population dominated by Brit~

ish imperialist dinterests. On the
other hand, by crcating a market for
agricultural products and means. for
exp0rt1ng them, it transformed the
miserable subsistence farming of the

Boers into ggrlcultural production for

thé world . market. Two - forces. grew
side by. side; British finance capital
which is represented by the Chambor of
Mines, and the class of wealthy land-
owners, consisting of some ten thous~
and rich farmers.

alism has experienced in -the’

The Rand gold dcposits consist of
refractory ore, lying at deep levels
and comparitively lcw in gold content.
The farming land is unfertile, eroded,
subject to drought and locusts. Nei-
ther mines nor farms are in thomselves
rich, but thc real wealth of the coun~
try liecs in the
cheap, docile black labour that can be
sweated from the native populatzon un-
der the sjambok. -

The main political struggle in South
Africa is the struggle for control of
native labour between the imperialist
mineowners and the Africancr land-
owners, the. struggle, in .short, *to
grab 'a greater share of the real
wealth of the country. The Jameson
Raid, thc Boer Tar, the 1915 rebellion
the 1922 Rand Revolt are among the
more bloody episodes that have marked
this war of wecalth.

Thg landowners have based themselves
politically on the hatred of the Boer
population for that imperialism which
brutally trampled them down, burncd

- their farms and imprisoned their women

and children in concentration camps
during the Boer War. But the singular
serics of betrayals which Boer Nation-

forty years reveals quite clearly that

the lundowners who hcad the  national-

ist mbvement havb'bxvloit'd 1t Tin ore
der 10 .strikc a- bctter bargaln w1th
1mpvr1allsm. . .

General Smuts, who lod the natlonal~
ist movement in its. earllpstr years,
effected the first_ comprumise with

huge resources of

past -

't n
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British finance-cuapital in the yesrs
prcceding  the war of 1914-1918. The
"*tqtvsmgn—phllosonhbr" vecame ons of
the sturdiest vpillars of the Dritish
Empire, ts:ching to the natives with
bombs nnd bayonets in the Bondelswarts
huts and ot Bulhock the lessons he had
himself lemrnvd ;4 the n01nt of imper-
ialist bayonuts.’

Smutst dsfoction luft his lic utunwnt,
Hertzos, 2t the hesd of the national-
ist movement. Its runks wore deploted:
camc from the poorsr
farmers who rocsived no shhre in the
concessiona given by the imporialists
to the wealthicr landowncers.
the holp of the white workers whose
1922 revolt waa brutally corushed by
the Smuts govermment, Hortsog's. porty

came to powoer at first in cozlition

with the South African Labour Farty
and later with its own majority.

From thils electoral victory nution-
2lism zained a now national flag, o
new national anthsm and a better state
us for. the Afrikascns lansusge, vwhile
the waazlthy landownors and  their pol-
iticians fillod their pocksta.

Th:e world slump which begon. in 1929
and rosched its peuk in 1931-32 creat-
ed 2 catestrophic drop in the prices
of agricultural produce and brought
the landowners to their kness. They
capitulatced to Imperizlism and in ro-
turn for lund leoans fused with the
party of the Chamber of HMines. Smoutds
and Hortzog found thomselves  once
agnin sitting side by side, fellow-
servants of imperialism as they had
onés beon fellow-fighters against it.
Hertzog's lieutenant Milan led  the
rump of th2 Notionnlist Party which
consisted of small-farmer cloments.In
a desperate cffotrt to kecp the Nation-
alist Porty alive without the support
of the big landowners Mz2lan has  ex-

But with

ploited cvery dovice known to the dem—
zzogue, culminating in the adoption of
th: greoter part of the Nnzi programme
and fusion with the fascists. This
was the situztion on the ove of tha

-prosent war.

Tho luﬂn which preceded the war had
crodunlly ineronsed Mmlan's  support,
‘nd nationslism sow now  opportunitics
srise when wor broke out. Hertzog 2nd
his fellow ox-naticnclistsghnstoncd to
put thomsslves ot the hexd of the now
"nationalist! movement, thot is,  the
novenont of the landowners  to exact o
bigger share of wealth from British
imperizlism, which was now in diffi-
culties. Hortzos became the leader of
"the newly constituted nfrlc“n rdom;"

Passive spoctators of the mock bat-
tle betwsen "Africonerdom" and Impor-
inlism are the voiceless, votcless

native people who outnumber the whites
by three to one. Their labour-power
is the resl prize in the battls and
not the principles of “independence'
or the "*.ght of seccession”. is farm-
slaves or minc-slaves their lot is
squzlly wretched, =nd the bond which
unites Smuts' backers to those of
Hertzog is their common interest in
the exploitation of the blacks =and
their common fear of native rovolt. It
is this factor that links them togeth-
eor and dictates to the Opposition its
tactics of parliamentary obstruction
and windy but nmeaningloss stuwmp
spseches. Should the sincere notion-
alists resort to arms as they did in
the last war, Hertzog will be found in
. sinilar position to that which he
occupicd in 1915 =~ sitting on the
feonce and cynically eawaiting  the de-
feat of th: sccessicnists. That is
the significance of his '"noutrality."

For the landowners who once :zain
head the nationalists, the movement is
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2 bargaining countor for their own en-

richment. For the rank «nd file sup-
porters, it is 2 reuctiontry attempt
to turn back thoe clock of thosc huppy
days of Oom Paul, when  the "kaffir®

was kept in nis plaicc with the a»id of

rifle 2nd sjombok, when Cvery white
man was o king.

But snmeng the native workers 2 now
wave of . struggle is sleowly mounting. .
hyrb ~rs on the dand o 320,000 nastive

mlners‘vwouc obscurc,; unlauded  strug-

gl.a hove pussed unrccorded  Tut not
unrcmumburgd,; gqaong the  workers in

5 .

sceondniy 1n3ubt”f the treds union
movcmvnt ig stoadily growing, and in
"this movemcnt the smnll cnrdres of the

Bt

I

Pourth Intornationnl =rc in the leodd. '
Thne only cuntine antionslist movenmont '
in Jouth afric. is th“t of th: n tive #
peorle. When it 3 tg into its stridc, ’
British werkers will find fighting
=21lics agninst the comaon  exploiter.

The white workors in South africl nust )
b shown thot their recl ~llics nre '

their notive  follow-workers, —xnd not
the treschoerous nstioneliist  londowns
ers., Side by side  they can dissue a
real  chollenge o the  daporiclist
leoo suckers, -nd set up = socinlist
Lr ubllc. But lony ns the only
,¥1s31u,ht aanifestation to. reonch thoe
nswspaper hetwdlines is thot of Hertzog
and "Mlan, the British bourgeoicic cn
well ~fford to smile, ruefully but
without troupidation. '
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