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The swxffness and efflclency with

- which German imperialism invaded Den-
mark and seiged key points in Norway.

has compelled the reluctant admiration
of its bitterest enemies. But leaking
through the news come hints -which show
that this initial success  owes more
to treachery in the invaded gbuntries
than to "brilliant staff-work" by the

: 1nvaders.

The questlon as to which group of im—
technidally the
first to invade and to vioclate neutra-~
importance to . social-
The Altmark incident and the
laying of mines in Worwegian territor-
ial waters by the Allies, the obvious-

perialist bandits was

lity is of no
ists.

ly well planned entry by Germany, the
obviously well-matured counter cam-
paign of the Allies, all prove that

COLUMN”

both sides systematically prepared to
transform Scandinavia into = their
battlefield. :

For the bourgeocis governments who have
the misfortune to exist in the small
neutral no-man's-land between the bel-
ligerents there is also no touchstone
to distinguish aggressor from protect-
or. But in any case the bourgeoisie
in these countries, 1like their class
brothers the world over, have no in-
terest in fine distinctions of inter-
national law. They are concerned
solely with the retention of their
profits. .And for them, patriotism has
significance only when it serves to
protect those privileges and profits.

At dawn on April 9th the invasion of
Denmark was commenced. By 6.45 p.m.
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the Ge rman ngh Coumand was able to
report that practically the whole
country had been occupied. Confronted
with a fait accompli, the Danish bour-
geoisie was offered a bargain: to
accept the "protectlon" ‘of the Reich
accompanied by black-out, cutting of
communications, commandeering of sup-
plies, rationing and traffic curfew,
and to receive in return certain safe-
guards, namely the autonomy of Denmark
with retention of its own currency,
continued maintenance of Danish armed
forces, ‘and payment for reqguisitioned
material. In brief, if they surren-
dered national rights, they would be

permitted to retain property rights.

King and Premier spoke for the ruling
oclass when they called on the people
not to resist. But the soldiers, a
cross-section of the popular masses,
who had been-fed: for,Jpars on-patriot-
ic phrases about defence of the home-
land, resistance to invasion, war of
defence, and so forth, began to put up
a resistance and instances are report-
ed where soldiers had to be compelled
to cease firing on the invaders at the
muzzle of the officers' revolvers.

No less bewildered than the soldiers,
the  public on the streets Jjibed bit=-
terly at them: "our defenders", etc.
The soldiers hang their ‘heads. The
authorities appeal to. the populace not
to jeer at the army. The bourgeoisie
busily figures out its accounts at the
newly arranged rate of. one Reichmark
to two knoner. ’ .

German imperialism expected and pre-

pared for ‘a similar reaction in Norway .

But it is clear that here the ruling
class faltered, their 'panic  stricken
government fled and the state author-
ity was at the crucial moment abandon~-
ed.’ On the one hand the hirelings of
German imperialism stepped forward to
make the attempt to seize control. Cn

: the O"bheI‘ h«fnd, M

the masses, and in
particular ‘the soldiers, taking ser-
iously the slogans of defence of the
homeland, spontaneously surged for-
ward, in spite ‘
officers, to repel the invasion. It
was not until the day follow1ng the
commencement of the onslaught that the
Norwegian government tock sufficient
courage from the stand made by the
people 40 declare its own attitude to-
wards the action taken by Germany.

In a series of dispatches from cor-
respondents to American papers is dis-
cloged the extent to which the Norweg-
ian ruling class was prepared to fol-
low in the footsteps of Denmark's rul-
ers in casting overboard its hypo-
critical "patriotism" in order to save
its pr1v1leges and its profits. In
those areas where ‘the impact was first
felt and: where defensive measures were
entirely in the hands of the authorit-
ies, mines were discommected to allow
the passage of German warships, war-
ships were ordered not to resist: and
to disarm and land  their men on
"orders, ostensibly from Prof. Koht,"
ports were surrendered to small hand-
fuls of +troops. A case 1s made out
for the creation by the Germans of a
nation-wide network of Quislings who
sought to “hetray into German hends"
the entire country.

But all that is indicated by these
items is that on the first day of the
invasion the German forces met with
much the same spinsless capitulation

in Norway as in  Denmark. The only
orders issued were the '"cease fire"
and “preserve calm." The government

now hints darkly at forgery, treachery,
"quisling." But confirmation is not
lacking of the clash that took place
between the = officers and the lower
ranks over the order to capitulate.

Thus, the TIMES of April 18th publish-

of authoritles and

o -y
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cg in its Stockholm corrospondent's
despatch: "Today the Stockholm news-

papers publish a report from thelr
correspondents on the frontier that &
Norwegian captain was shot by a young
subaltern when he geve orders
$roops not to resist."
dent epitomises the situation that
arose in NWorway when the invasion be-
gan.

When it is noticed today that German
forces, small in number, widely scat-
tered and with dangerously tenuous
lines of communication are neverthe-
less presenting the Allied and Norweg-
ian forces with serious -problems and
are firmly holding the points they
have seized, the question immediately
springs to mind: if these. important
strategic points can be held with such
small garrisons under severe difficul-
ties, why did not the Vorwegian garri-
sons succeed in holding ‘them in the
first place against the German attack?
The answer is contained in a series of
items that have penetrated through the
propaganda mists. - v P

Thus, the - TIV ‘correspondent, April
17ths "e....200 men of the crew of the
,Tordenskjold, the most powerful Nor-
wegian warship stationed in Southern
Norway, were ordered to march ashore
and into the adjoining woods just be-
fore the German ships steamed up the
(0slo) Fjord. . Only 15 men were left
on board. Although the mine-layers,
Olav Tryggvason and ¥roya, opened fire
and sank several German ships and
virtually stopped the whole squadron,
the commander of the fort-at Horten
ordered the white flag to be hoisted.

Messages from the frontier quote ex-
caped sailors as saying that treason-
able surrender was also the cause of
the fall of the Rauer Fort on the cast
side of ‘0Oslo Fjord. The commander
ordered the ‘white flag to be hoisted

to the.
This one inci- -

who deliberately

~privileges to. guard.

white flags

o —

on the ground that he had no. ammuni t-
jon. The garrison (so the sailors say)
kxnew that supplies of munitions had
arrived  a few days earlier, and de-
manded to be allowed to fights but the
commander refused." :

In this way, also, five Germans occu-
pied the railway station st Kongs-
vinger. -Two captured the post office.
The fortress -of Frederiksten was occu-
pied by a German of ficer commanding
six men. According to eyewitness
accounts, ports were taken with mere
patrols. : :

Tn striking contrast to the behaviour
of the professionzl defenders of the
homeland, the government and the mili-
tary chiefs, stand the record of the
goldiers who fought even though ammun-
ition had mysteriously disappeared and
the workers who fought with them.. The
press account £ the four bus drivers
drove over a preci-
pice while transporting enemy troops
from Oslo indicates the moasure of the
heroic self sacrifice which the Nor-
wegian workers are ready to bring to a.
couse which. they fesl, rightly or
wrongly, to be a just one.

The White Paper issued by the Norweg-
ian Government was an attempt to ex-
plain its remarkable inaction in the
face of the German offensive, to con-
coal its own treacherous role before
the Norwegian people. But the truth
cmerges ‘that the npifth Column" was
headed by the Government of Norway and
included all who had property and
\ Tt was defeated
only by the spontaneous action of the
people themselves, the workers, peas-
ants and soldiers in the. ranks. The
were already. hoisted, the
forts abandoned when popular . resis-
tance frustrated  the sellers-out,
forced them to cross sides and to de~
clare war on the imperialists who were
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the first technically to invade.

For German imperialism, the hope that
Norway would follow on Denmark's ex-—
ample has been. disappointed. Allied

imperialism gnashes its teeth at the
march stolen on them by the foe and at
the "treachery" by means of which it
was accomplished. Both sides have now

the opportunity +to vent their spleen

by blasting the country off the map.
The sacred property which the Norweg-
ian ruling class sought to save by
handing over practically all harbours,
airports and railway termini - to the
Nazi protector, is now all the more
savagely destroyed through that false
step. They popularised all oo ener-
getically the slogan "Defend the
Fatherland," and the masses translated
it into action in spite of them.

The British bourgeoisie too, confron-
ted with the choice of fatherland or
property, would turn defeatist the in-
stant it was convinced +that its Pro-
fits could be better safeguarded that
way. Nevertheless, having labelled the
treachery of their Norwegian eounter-
parts. as "Pifth Column - Quisling®

Ih’“ & gzs‘}\%’ »

Just a gquarter of a century ago last
- month and in identical circumstances
to those apertaining today, the brave,
German revolutionary, Rosa Luxemburg
wrote:

"Either the class struggle is the im-
perative law of proletarian - existence
also during war........ or the class
struggle is a crime against national
interests and the safety of the father
land 2lso in time of peace."

This profound statement retains its
forcefulness today in the second world
war.

they attempt to stick those same lab-
els on to all who oppose the war in
Britain, and they rise +to - sublime
heights of impudence when they a+tempt-
to include revolutloniry working clas

opponents of +their war in this 0>+e—

O o

The example of Norway has served to
show ‘what +the "patriotism" of the
ruling class is worth when put to the
test. Sweden, Holland, the Balkan
stotes are shudderingly awalting their
turn. They too will provide further
examples of the utter hollowness of
ruling class solicitude for the integ-

rity of the "national heritage"; their
championing of the defence of their
neutrality will be exposed as a decep-

tion of the people.

In the small nations as in the great
the ruling class is concerned solely
with the integrity cf its property and
the defence of its profits. As the
‘this fact will
glaringly on
And  they will
right conclusions.

war deepens and widens
obtrude itself ever more
the tortured masses.
draw from it the

An  examination of the "home front"
battle reveals +that during the first
three weeks in April, six industrial

strikes have been reported involving
some 1,500 workers. Of these disputes
three were for improved conditions and
three to demand the reinstatement of
dismissed workers who had been victim-
ised for militancy.

confined to indus-
Civil De~

Nor were disputes
try. They penetrated the
fence Services and the farm. In West
Ham the A.R.P. vehicle drivers struck
over the question of wages and hours
and on a large farm in Cambridgeshire
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the workers struck for the roinstate-
ment of 2 dismissed worker.

A peculinar feature of these episodes
js the proportion of solidarity strik-
es. And this factor influenced further
militant activity. When a girl can-
teen worker at Westlands Aircraft Fac-
tory was sacked for joining a trade
union, the aircraft workers forced her
roingtotement upon her employers by
boycotting the cantecn. Porhaps the
most peculiar incident of this charac-
ter was the demand of 5,000 Vickers-
Armstrong workers for the r¢instate~-
‘ment of o manzger to whom they were
particularly partial.

_Again on the question of cconomic de-
mands  and  working conditions; . the
~Glasgow bus and tram men are demanding
strike action %o enforce s revision of
the cxisting schedules. North Wool-
_wich engineers and West London L.P.T.B
workers placed a ban on overtime on
account of gricvances, and when the
- heating system broke down in ~ Luton
engincering factory, so strong was the
demand for henting that the menagement
provided the workers with hot coffec.

Activity on the proletarian front,
‘during April also includes the fight-
ing of two by-clections and decisions
to fight two further oncs: Bast Ron-
frew, where the I.L.P. has nominated
Annie Maxton und the Pollock division
of Glasgow where the divisionzl Lab-
our Party is sponsoring - "stop the
war" eandidatc, Mr.John Nicolson. Cns
of the promising moves made by the
organiscd masses recently is, however,
the establishment of = provisional co-
ordinating committec to unitc the
afforts of the shop stewards in the
engineering and allied trades through
out the whole of greut Britain and
Northern Ireland.

In the olags cncmy camp plans for a

countor offunsive dre being carefully
prepared. Parallol with the develop~
ing militancy of the impoverishud
toilers, the repressive apparatus of
the bourgeoisic carcfully geared 1o
the tempo of cvents, commences slowly
but none the less surely to revolve.
s yot 1ittle use has been made of
the E.P.A. but it is not on the
statute book for the purpose of orna-
mentotion. The HMinistry of  Lebour

hes issucd a new order to provide for
nn industrial census and  this is al-
rendy being spplicd in the enyrineer-
ing, boilermsking nnd =ircraft indus-
trics. As the Tntional Reglster wag
~ prelude to military conzcription,sc

is this =ct o prelude to industrial
conseription. The Ministor of Luboar
cnnounced in the  House of Jommonson

april 16th that, in order 19 recruit
semi snd unskilled workers for indus
trial training, "if necessary we shal
use full compulsory powers.

Yany and varicd zre tho methods of the
most cunning ruling clmss in  history
to suprress working cless militancy.
The Yotherwell U.i.B. informed 2n un-
¢employcd worker that if he persistcd
in sclling the DAILY WORKZR they would
consider registering this ns an occu-
prtion (thus rendering him  incligible
for bensfit). - In the City of London
fourteen A.R.P. mon werc dismissed for
complaining of their conditions. Und-
er the legnl pretext of Mobastruction
the police eonstantly hound left-wing
and pacifist literature scllers from
¥.rble Arch, London and frequent or-
rests sre made. A similar leenl men-
couvre wsas cmployed to prevent  the
"gtop the war' cendidate  from holding
o factory gate  meeting during ‘the
Buttersea by-clection. A useful gauge
of the extent to which sueh procedurc

S will go is the action of the Austral-

inn Covernment who oxe utilising ths
censorship Tregulations to pravent
Communist Party papers znd all papers
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and journals "with a predominantly by Stalinists and "Trotskyists', the

Marxist interpretation of social his-
tory" from printing "news of the war,
recruiting and training of troops,
Russia and its Government, any strike
within ~the Fmpire or in any Allicd
country, and any industrial unrest,
real or imaginery."

While the examples previously  quoted
could Dbe reinforced with numercus
others, the bourgeois class offensive

'in Britain has not yet extended beyond
the preparatory stages. As Hitler made
his preparations in Norway, -so his
equally corrupt and ruthless counter-
parts here are opersting in the prol-
etarian ranks. The "Fifth Column" of

Chamberlain and Churchill, the occu~
pants of the luxurious offices in

Transport House are performing thelr

task = faithfully by isolating  the
“Stalinists and militant workers and

testing the reactions of organised
labour to their foul machinations.
the workers

For leading in a Watford

printshop in a ban on overtime, con-
trary to an E.C. decision, two local
N:A.T.8.0.P.A. officials have Dbeen

barred for life from holding official
positions in the union. The London
T~ades Council Executive is attempting
to bar political resolutions from the
agenda of the Council meetings. 4
Menchester Labour Councillor has been
threaténed with expulsion for acting
as Chairmen at o DAILY WORKER raliy.

Following on +the heels of the disaf-
filiation of the Hampstead  Labour
Party, the expulsion of- Mr.D.N.Pritt
and the proscription of the Hilitant
Labour League and Russia Today Society
(the former, incidentally, =zn anti-
Stalinist®  revolutionary  grouping)
comes the disaffiliation of the anti-
war Pollock (Glasgow) Divisional Lab-
our Purty, and the University ILabour
Federation. Because it is '"dominated

of "the ensiaved toilers

Sheffield Tredes Council is  suffering
the same fate. The Indian Stalinist,

Krishna Menon, has been removed by the
Dundee Executive from the Labour par=-
lismentary candidature, and  Lobour
Ledgue of Youth members are being for-
bidden by Trrmsport House to sell the
snti-Stalinic t,anti-war, revolutionary
paper YOUTH ITOR SOCIALISM. ‘

The apparently trivial when
isolated but important when correlated
together with. numerous others, are ac-
companied by a press campaign, rabid

These moves

‘on the part ¢f the yellower sedtion of

the gutter press,tentative in the case

of the DAILY TELEGRAPH and the TIMES
egoiinst the “"fifth column' - category

which covers all anti-war and defeat-
ist elements. This question was also
raiscd in +the House of Commons on
April 25th.

This brief sketch of the recent uove-
ments on the class front reveals as
yet no encounter of any magnitude be-
tweecn the rival forces. The increasing
pauperisation of the masses, now being
Aggravated by the incresse in  travel-
ling costs ard the additional burdens

imposed by tlie latest budget, must in-

evitably produce reactions on the part
which in turn
will necessitate counter-measures by

the aprressors.

Unlike their enemy and thelr ally, the
ritish bour:eoisie has not, as yet,

been forced hHy economic necedsity to
stoke its osest on  totalitarianism.

With o reserve industrial army of over
1,200,000 ani & Lzbour and Trade Union
burezucracy operating on their behalf,
the rulers i Britain have mnot had
need. to resort to any marked degree to
their officinl Gestapo to defend them
against attacks on their wealth and

privileges from the masscs. But in
the class war as in the imperialist
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war a prolonged deadlock is impossible

The oppressed and exploited masses in
all the belligerent countries have a
common ‘task, that of defeating the
enemy at home - the exploiting class.
The British proletariat retains, in
the remnants of capitalist democracy,
a weapon absent from the armoury of

the workers in the other Dbelligerent
countries. To allow the bourgeoisie
to wrest this from our grasp would be

criminals ~ With the -example--of -Franece
before us we must begin our offehnsive
against the bureaucracy of the labour

znd trade union leadershipsi "The
class struggle is the imperative law
of proletarian existence also during
war..."  The main enemy is at home.

Testing Time in France

The incalculable weight of the mechan-
ised might of totalitarian war puts an
added strain on modern capitalist
society which reveals its every weak-
ness. At no point in the internation-
al system of imperialism have such
cracks appeared as in France.

The whole position of France as a
great imperialist power is entirely
incommensurate with its actual resour-
ces and capacities. Ever since the
last war it has gradually undergone =
process of slow subjection %o British
and American capitalism.

The worsened conditions associated
with this led to the historic wave of
working class militancy of 1936 which
was so foully betrayed by the "Social-
ists" and Stalinists. Between January
and June of that year the membership
of the French Trade Union Federation
socared from 1,300,000 to 5,000,000,
There can be no doubt that, given a
correct revolutionary lead, the French
workers would have pressed on to a
political struggle for power.

With the betrayal, however, the wave
receded and the way was left open for
the ruling class, with the war partly
as its reason and partly as its ex~
cuse, to lauwnch a series of attacks on
the conditions of the workers which
are unique in their intensity and fury

In the first place, the four and a
half million men who have been called

to arms ‘are being paid at the rate of
a penny a day. The pittance given to
wife and three children is 17/~ a

weck: These Tates are far below even
the 2/- a day that is paid %o British
soldiers and the 36/- due to =2 wife
and three children. The 1/- a day
which the French soldier is supposed
to receive when at the front is, in
fact, withheld under the plea that it
is only to be paid to men facing dan-
ger in actual service.

workers in- the
than those
"Hconomigt"

The conditions of the
factories is little better
of the soldiers. As the

of April 20th, says, "The sacrifices
made by soldiers set the standard for
the treatment of civilians far more in
France than in Britain. ILevies and
taxation take a heavy toll of the in-
comes even of the poorest,and consump-
tion is kept stringently down."  That
is an understatement of the position.

Wages have been ruthlessly ' kept down,
hours have been increased wuntil, in
defence factories, 72 hours per’week
is the lot of the French worker. All
French workers are under military
jurisdiction and are liable to instant
c21ll up. Thei wages have Dbeen fixed

at the September level and may not be

increased without the permission of
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the Minister of Labour.

Taxation has increased to such an .
tent that, whereas the taxation pay-
able on an income of £200 a year in
Britain is £12.5.0, in France 1t is
£96.8.0.  Tn other words, 6% is
able in Britain against 13% in France.
In ‘the matter of overtime the incred-
ible position has been reached where
there is a 40% levy on wages received
for all the hours which are worked
over 40 per week. h

ex-

Dilution goes ashead at an unpreceden-
ted rate. Alresdy there are 300,000
women working in arms factories at re-
duced rates, and the number is rising
daily. In munition factories directly
controlled by the Government 30% of
the workers are women. In some of the

privately controlled factories the
proportion is as much as 60%. The

wages they are receiving are admitted
in the British press to be extremely
low, but this is ' attributed in  these
quarters to the anxiety of the working
women of France to make sacrifices in
the national cause. A decree passed
on TFebruary 28th empowered the Gov-
ernment to "mobilise all women for war
work, to compel their registration and
employ them compulsorily." This power
has not been used yet, but there can
be no doubt that once the war starts
in earnest, compulsory mobilisation of
women for work in frctories will be
enforced. ’ .

Side by side with this industrial re-
pression goes the campaign against all
“anti-war" and pro working c¢lass ele-

ments in the political field. Review-
ing the =action taken against  the
Commumist Party, M.Sarraut announced

on March 20th that 300 Communist Muni-
cipal Councillers had been suspended,
2,778 others deprived of their seats,
159 organs (including HUMANITE and CE
SOIR) suppressed, 620 syndicates and
675 party associations dissolved, and
3,400 militant communists arrested.

pay-.

the

Mey 1940

The pretence 1is maintained in this
country that it is only the Stalinists
who are being perseCuted, and that the
reasor is not their championing of
working-class rights but their 1link
with Soviet Russia which, in turn, is
1inked with Germany through thé Soviet
German Pacts The wholesale arrests of
Fourth Internationalists, whose alleg-
iance is to the working class and not

to Stalin, gives the lie to this. The
campaign is aimed not simply at the

Stalinists but at cvery organisation
around which the French ruling class
considers the discontent and growing
militancy of the workers may crystal-
lise. =

In this they have the support of the
Blums and Jouvhaux who stand ready to
direct the esplosive energy of the
workers into safe reformist channels
which have been so uscful in the past.
The construction of the Reynaud Gov-
orrment with its greater percentage of
Socinlists than its Daladier precedes-
sor is proof of the faith which the
capitalist class places in its reform—
ist servants to keep the workers in
order. ’ : '

T+ would be foolish to imagine ' that
Blum 2nd Jauhaux on the one hand and
the Stalinists on the other have “'been
completely discredited by the Popular
Front fiasco and by the recent twists
of the second group. Each can still
lay the blame on the other. The Social
ists can point out that the policy of
Communist Perty today means vic
tory for Hitler, demanding as 1t does,
a negotiated peace. The Stalinistscan
demonstrate that the sacrifices which
the Socialists are calling on the work-
ers 1o make are being made in the in-
terests of the ruling class.

Undoubtedly, cach section has the pos-
sibility of increasing its support in
the coming period. Their Dbetrayals
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have been great but they can still man=
age to tdlk their way out of then and
promise great things for the future.
Their words, however, can never be
translated into action.

When the workers put these words to the
test and discover that the demagogues
who utter them cannot lead them out of
the morass of capitalism, they will

British Labour and India

The basis of imperialist -rule over
colonial peoples is force..-To this
the Chamberlain government . is no ex-
ception. The extensive application of
the Defence Regulations, +the arrests
of hundreds of revolutionary workers,
Congress Socialists, Stalinists, mil-
itant trade unionists and even of
petty bourgeois nationalists and the
savage sentences meted out in many
cases, such as life imprisonment for
making a speech, have been extensively
dealt with in previous issues of this
paper.

The wave of repression waging through-
out Indiz is the greatest refutation

of the imperinlists' plea that the
only obstacle to India's obtaining

freedom is disunity among the Indians.
The Secretary of State for India, Zet-
land, stated recently that the British
Government cannot divest itself of its
responsibility towards the minorities
in India and consequently until these
minorities were agreeable, not even
Dominion status was possible for India.
Such tender solicitude for minorities
is indeed touching, particularly when
it comes from a band which has never
scrupled to ride rough shod over both
the minority and the majority when it
has suited its own interests. The
India Constitution Act -of 1935 . was

hind the

turn to the road:of revolution.

Tt may well be’that the French workers -
will be the first in all Furope to.take
this road of revolutionary struggle
against capitalist -oppression, The
most urgent need of the day is to en-
sure that when the time comes the rev=-
olutionary party will be strong both in
France and -in this country to lead the
workers to success.

L
i

passed in the teethAofﬁthe;’dppoéition_
of all ,
opinion not excluding the Liberal Fed-

sections of Indian political .

The minorities assume- impor- .
only when they are

eration.
tance, therefore,

prepared ‘%o make themselves tools of

the imperialists.

But who are the minorities who are to
‘be protected against the
mands of the
people for freedom?

selfish de-
majority of the Indian
The noble Marquis
specifically mentions  the Moslem -
League and the Indian Princes. It is
a monstrous suggestion that the Brit-
ish working class should line wup be-
great landlord princes of
Tndia and the reactionary communal
leaders on the pretext of defending
the interests of the minorities. The
so-called "representatives of minority
interests" are in reality the creat-
ures of British imperialism. Every
worker who has taken part in a strike
knows what use is made by the bosses
of the black-legs and their alleged
right to earn thelr. living. The min-
opity question in Tndia as raised by

the National Government is essentlally

a question of stooges.

The imperialists would‘never,have suc~-
ceeded in deceiving the British work--

-~ ers as to the real character of. imper-
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jalist rule in India- without the as-
sigtance of the labour and trade union
leaders. Remember the noble indig-
nation of these gentlemen at Nazi re-
pression in Czechoslovakia . and Poland
and contrast it with their complete

silence over the repression in India.

In a recent speech Mr. Greenwood said
that he supported the war because
Hitlerism meant the suppression of the
labour and *rade union movement and
that in fighting Hitler, . he was de-
fending the Labour movement in Nazi
ridden countries. While Mr. Greenwood
was indulging in his pious lamenta-
tions, Mr. Jai Prakash Narain, General
Secretary of the Congress Socialist
Party which stands on the same level
of reformism as the British ILabour
Party, was being put in prison. Not a
word has been uttered in protest by
the Labour bureaucracy. They say they
are not fighting: this war for imper-
ialist profits . but for. a new world
order rid of Hitlerisnm and Imperlalzsnx
But the  thinkihg worker will Jjudge
them not by what they say but by - ~what
they do. .-If they are against imper-
ialism, let them denounce both British
1mperiallsm and : Hitlerism. Let them
come out in support not only of the
Czech but also tha Indian masses. '

VThe debate on India in Parllament re-
vealed that there is no difference

whatsoever between the labour leaders -

and the National Government. This did
not surprise us. As early as October
26th, Mr.
in the Commons that Labour was not
goiag to quarrel with Chamberlain over
Iadia. "It is desirable that we should
maintain a united policy on the: Indlan
problem." On April 18th, the same Mr.
Wedgwood Benn declared that Tndla was
too disunited for self government-and
that in any case nothing-could be dane
during the war..
late during the progress of the war."
What Mr. Bgnn 1e2lly meant was that

“under
class struggle still remains confined

Wedgwood . Benn had declared

"We could not legis~ -

democratic legislation was not pos-
sible during the war but * that repres-
sive legislation was pos31hle"
the same night that Mr. Benn spoke,
Parliament passed a law vesting su-
preme power in the hands of the Gover
nors in eight provinces of India.

Any ‘other attitude on the part of the

Labour leaders was an 1mpossibility.
Since the last world war one Eurcpean
nation after another has gone - down
- fascism. In Britain the

within the framework of the capitalist. .
democratic state. This is made pos- .
sible principally because of the im-
mense colonial possessions of DBritain

which enabled the capitalists to.
carry on without sgericusly attacke=
ing working <class standards = of

living and its rights to organise pol—

itically and in trsde unions. . The =
Labour and Trade Union bureauctacy, -
unable to take the road of the social~ -
ist revolution which is the only al~ ’
ternative to the eventusl . triumph of
fascism, sees in the perpetuation of
the imperialist system a guarantee of
immortality. In defending capitalist
democracy, they are forced to defend

' the 1mperlalist system.

The pollcieB of the rest of the non-
revolutionary working class parties in
this couhtry in relation to the colonw
ial movement present a spectacle to
the workers no less uninspiring than
that of Transport House. The I.L.P.
leaders pride themselves on . their
anti-imperialist stand, on their de-
nunciations of imperialiﬁt nethods in
the colonies. Bt how is it possible
to reconcile its policy towards the
war with its alleged support of the
anti-imperialist movement in the col-
onies. It is not enough to expreas
indignation and horror over the shoat-
ing of colonial woxkers and peasants;
one must have a policy. But the I.L.P

for on
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ppliqy which is expressed in the - slo-
gan, "Stop the War" is based upon the
idea of a capitalist peace to be neg-
otiated by the warring imperialist
governments. Such a peace, even if it
were possible, would obviously be at
the expense of the colonial masses and
the Czech and the Polish workers and
peasants. Messrs. Brockway and Smith
are clever enough to realise this. "T4
ig true," says Dr. Smith, "that we are
demanding of Chamberlain that he
sit down with Hitler and work out a
peace settlement. But don't you see
that we are calling at the same time
for a workers' conference which will
8it next door to Chamberlain and Hit-
ler and work out a socialist peace
programme which they will press upon
the Munich gang." But alas, the
erudite Doctor forgets one thing and
that is: if you press the capitalists
too hard they Dbegin to bite. And if
it is not possible to press the capit-
alist governments to make a socialist
peace today when they are fighting
among themselves, how will it be pos-
gible tomorrow when they will be at
peace with one another? Besides, the
idda that the workers can '"press' the
capitalists to abrogate their property
rights, their imperialist. aims, is so
absurd, so comical that it would. have
caused Homeric laughter in the working
class movement if the issues involved
were not so serious. Thosc who stand,
“genuinely for the ending . of colonial
 glavery can take up only one position,
~that of revolutionary socialism. Not
for a ‘capitalist war, not for a "cap-
italist peace" but for the internat-
ional socialist  revolution. The
pacifism of Messrs. Brockway: and Smith
has unfortunately landed them in the
game camp as
lain. This ie a fact, in spite of the
fine frenzy of some of the articles on
. the colonies in the NEW LEADER.

‘The policy of the 3040a11ed "Communist"

" the Indian masses

that of Hitler-Chamber~-

class movement

Party and of vhe Third International
in relation ‘o the anti-imperialist
movement in India is even more trait-
orous ‘than that of the I.L.P. because
it is more dcceptive. The "Popular
Front"is now buried among the antiques
in the Kremlin. The Stalinist leaders
have suddenly become aware of the fact
that the "Democrats" of Whitehall have
always behaved like Titler in their
own colonial possessions. A congider—-
able number of articles have . appeared
in the DAILY WORKER denouncing British
terror in India and advertising the
growing mass opposition %o ‘British
rule. But lst no worker be deceived
by this sudden change of front into
believing that the ‘8talinists have be-
come genuine ‘nti-imperialists. Their
agitation against the imperialist sys-
tom is on the same level as that of
the I.L.P. "I want to see India inde-
pendent and free." declared Mr. Gall -
acher magnanirously in the Commons de-
bate. A noble aspiration, but how is
it to be achicved? Can the British
workers help to free India by demand-
ing of Chamberlain that he should make
peace with Hitler? A peace between
Chamborlain and Hitler  would have for
its motive their joint need to perpet-
uate world imperialism for another
epoch. Only the struggle for the in-
ternational sccialist revolution, for
the defeat -of both . Chamberlain and
Hitler at the hands of the internat-
jonal working class can help to free
from the chains of
imperialist exploitation. Those who
are not for tre overthrow of imperial-
ism NOW - not in some distant: future
but NOW 2re nct genuine partisans of
the Indian masses but hypocrites and
word twisters. ' :

The predominancet‘Of reformist and
Stalinist idcology in the working
in Britain has contri-
buted not a little to the weakness and
isolation of the prolstarian vanguard
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in India and the growth in power and
prestige of the “reactionary native
bourgeoisie as represented by Messrs.
Gandhi-Nehru & Co, the leaders of the
Indian National Congress. Just.as the
leaders of the I.R.A. are able to pose
as the leaders of the Trish. People's
struggle for freedom because of the
plows which the Irish Socialist move-~
ment haa received at the hands of the
Third International, similarly the
tasks of the capitulatory leaders of
the Congress has been jmmensely facil~
itated by  the S¢alinist leadership.

The principal tasks of the Stalinists
both in India and this country have
been to cajole the masses of Indian
workers and peasants into accepting
the leadership of the Congress lead-
ers, to head . off the rising tide of
anti-imperialism into the safe chan-
nels of Gandhian non-violence and to

fight against the
vanced section of the workers to build
up & revolutionary socialist party
which alone can lead the struggle for
freedom.

But slowly ye? surely revolutionary
jdeas sre coming to the fore in -India
again. A number of small groups, such
as the Bengal ILabour Party and the

Communist League which originated from-

reyolts inside the Stalinis? ranks,
testify to the inevitable victory of
revolutionary Marxism over all the

capitulatory tendencies in the move-
ment for national liperation. To the
extent that Yarxist ideas, the prog=
ramme and tactics of the Fourth Inter-
nationel, penctrate the working class
movement in India, %0 that extent will
Tndia's fight for freedom be strength~
ened and victory assured.

S GIAN COMRADES UNDER FIRE

‘The United Press recently carried the
following dispatch,frbm,B#ﬁSsﬁls:

which met unexpectedly
discussed

#Phe Cabinet,

- today, was reported to have
means of strengthening legislation

"~ ggeinst persons disturbing internal
- - order. It was believed that the Cab-
inet was anxious to suppress the ac-
 tivities of commnist agitators  who,
1t wos alleged, recently - provoked
strikes, especially among coal minersV

The most recent strikes among ‘Belgian
- miners were those of the Levant de

Flenu company in the Porinage Tregion,
- the traditional stronghold of our Bel-
gian comrades, the Revolutionary So-
oialist Party (P.S.R.) Several months
ago it was reported that the party's
legal organ LA LUTIE OUVRIERE had been
suppressed and had made -its reappear-
ance under the title LYACTION SOCIAL-

FI0TKe

"under

ISTE. The paper had %o change from:
the mining region to Brusséls. 7% is
consequently safe 1o assume that the -
Cabinet action is directed against our
Belgian miner comrades.

Despite all prévious}attempts to drive
them underground, our . comrades have
chown a remarkable ability to readjust
themselves under - fire. Their deep
roots among the Borinage proletariat
have assured the continuity of their
If their past performance is
indication, they will be able with
nid of their following in the pits
to overcome even thess 1utest moves of
the government. Their heroic Tresis-
tence to the war preparations of Bel-
gian capitalism is an example of the
vitality of the TFourth International
increasingly difficult condi~

any
the

tions.

efforts of the ad-
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4tk INTERNATIONAL tn AUSTRALIA

Our comrades of +the Communist League
of Australia
International) are
signs of rapid growth. Their bold,
revolutionary work, carried on under
war time pressure, is attracting wide-
spread support from a working class
which has a tradition of antl-war
struggle. The anti-war resolution
which was adopted in March by the New
South Wales Federation of the Austral-
jan labour Party, despite the rabid
opposition of the party's leadership,
may be regarded as another indication
of the trend.

steadily evincing

Recruitment toc our ranks from the dis-
illusioned Stalinist party is contin-
uing apace in Australia. The latest
number of the MILITANT, official organ
of the Communist League, reports that
JiN.Rawlings, editor of WORLD PEACE,
has broken with Stalinism and endorsed
the Fourth International. ’

Rawllngs was a member of the Austral-
ian Communist Party for fifteen years.
From reserved criticism of the Peoples
Front line he developed to the point
where, at the outbreak  of the war, he
openly took issue with the local sat-
rap of the Kremlin, one J.B.Miles, who
went so far as to urge "fit and avail~
able members" of his party to Jjoin up
‘with the army and "to participate in
the struggle to defeat the aggressor
armies." After several months of in-
creasing conflict with the party lead-
ership, Rawlings was summarily expell-
ed on December 17.

Aside from his  journalistic work,
which made his name familiar in radic-
al circles throughout the British Em-
pire, Rawlings is the author of the
"History of the Australian People" and
of numerous pamphlets on economic and
historical questions.

(Section of the Fourth .

Here is an excerpt from a statement -
igssued to the press by Comrade TRaw-
lings after his expulsions

"With the Comintern attitude, sw1tch—
ing now left, now right, towards the
war, and with policies spread over
years, that led to that attitude, no
true Marxisn can have anything to do.

"Events have shown that the Third In-

ternational has followed the path of
the Second. But the path of Marx,
Engels, Lenin and Trotsky is the .only
path that the workers can follow to
their emancipation, and a new, Fourth,

International must be built to lead
them along it." o

Jack Kavanagh and Betty Roland have now
publicly declared their stand with. the
Fourth International. Xavanagh is &
former leader of the Communist Party of

Australia and Betty Roland is -that
country's leading playright. In a
gtatement issued by hexr and published
by the Communist League, Betty Roland
sayss ' R

"Naturally my disillusion- has not been
confined to the leadership of the C.P.
of Australia, as I realise that events
here, ias in all sections of the Commun-
ist International, have their origin in
Moscow. And, while I recognise that the
U.S.S.R. is still a workers' state and
still retains the principle achievement
of the October revolution, i.e., the
socialised means of production, never-
theless the present leadership wunder
Joseph Stalin is the enemy of that work-
ers' state, and, unless speedily deposed
will certainly bring about the destruc-
tion of the gains of October and betray
the Soviet Union into the hands of the
capitalist class, as they have betrayed
the revolutionary cause in so many other
parts of the world since they came to
power."
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N FRANCE

REVOLUTIONISTS BREAK WITH P.S.0.P:;
JOIN FORCES WITH 4TH INTERNATIONAL

In a previous issue we reported the .

arrest of a group of French Trotsky-
ists. Now we learn that two comrades
previously arrested, the youth leadérs
Bourdois and Chuvin of Marseilles,have
been sentenced to two years cach. Com=-
rede Lucien Weitz, the National Sec-
retary of the Workers and Pcasants
Socialist Yeuth League (JSOP) =~ who
had been arrested before the outbreak
_of "the war itself -~ has had an add-
" itional sentence of four years hung on
him.

Recently the leaders of ev:n the "mod-
erate”" Workers and Peasants Socialist
Party (PSOP) - which had 'purged" it-

seliﬁf@ortly before of the revolution~
ary Minority.(including Iucien Weitsz, .
Trotskyists -

Daniel Guerin and ~the Trot
have been seized by the Governmenti. ..

The arrest of the PSOP leaders is, in

a sense, ironical. For the latter, a
combination of free masons and pacif-
ists, refused to prepare for illegal
work and insisted on carrying on as if
the war had not broken out and as if

“the
" ‘author of the brilliant work, "Fascism

e : 5 ¢
no dictatorial regime, had been .ins

In fact,
expel the revolutionary Minority
cause the Minority, difanding thaigiitie
party carry out in actlion its rescat-
ion for revolutionary struggle agdh

war ( revolutionary defeatism), #fa
ted at the last convention of thf PSOP

‘had pointed out that such act#¥n was

possible only by illegal means -and had
proceeded in the 1localities where it
was in control to act accordingly.Even
the expulsion of the ﬁbvolutionary de-

featists and all the 'flegalism" of the °

free mason leaders ofg the PSOP could
not save them from DaZidier's axe.

The revolutidnary PS@@iMinority, under

leadership of Paniel Guerin -

and Big Business" - 2nd Iucien Weltz,
‘48 well as the Trotskyist comrades who
ehtered that party a year ago, have
now :joined in a body with the Commit-
teds of -the Fourth Internstional for
joint work and for the building of a
united party, on the programme of the
Fourth International.
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