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ORDER OUT OF CHAOS

by LEON

The article printed

s a pamphlet- by the supreme Council
of Soviets in Moscow in 1919. It was

written at the front lines of the Civ-
il War by the head of the Red Army. It
is particularly appropriate today when
Burope and the world has once again
been plunged into the %bloody chaos of
the Second Vorld War. - Editor.

From the lands Nhsrc they were hurled
by the German p‘underbrs, German sol-
dicrs arc streaning homeward. The Ger-
man soldiers are attacked by half -
baked Polish regiments;"they are dis-
armed and somctimes beaten. The Anzlo-
Fremceh and the Americans tighten their
death-grip on Germe ny and take careful
count of her feverish pulsc, This does
not prevent them from demanding that

below was = issued

TROTSKY

her government send the remnants of
German troops to engage Soviet Russia
in battle and prevent the latter from
liberating  territories  occupied by
German imperialism.

The Belgians, whose country was only
yesterday crucified by German . imper-
ialism, are today seizing purely Ger-
man Rhenish provinces.

Semi-pauperised, Koumanians, despoiled
by their ruling swindlers, whose cap-
ital is alternately the prey of Ger-
mans .and ths Anglo-French, are thewm-
seives seizing Bessarabia,Transylvania
and Bukovina.

Truns-oceanic American regiments sit
on the tip of our famine-stricken and
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icy ©North vonderihg
brought there.

The streetp of Berlln, only S0 recent-
ly proad of its severe orderliness,
are swept by the sanguinary waves of
civil war. (1) French troops have
landed in Odessa; (2) while great
areas of France itself are occupied by
American, English,Australian, and Can-
adian troops who treat Frenchmen 1like
they would colonials.

Poland, resurrected after almost a
century and a half of oblivion,strains

with a kind of feverish impatience +o
engage the Ukraine and Prussia in
battle and provoke Soviet Russia.

AMERICAN COLOSSUS BESTRIDES
EUROPE'S RUINS

The Amorlcan Pre51dent Wilson, a phil-
istine and hypocrite on whom the white
stitchings still  shows, an oily
(Quakernvagetable~011) Partuffe criss-
crosses blood-drenched Europe as the
supreme representative of morality, as
the Messiah of the American Dollar;
punishing, pardoning, and arranging
the fate of the peoples.

beckons to him, invites him, implores

him: .the king of Italy, the reigning,
perfidious CGeorgian -Mensheviks, the

debased and solicitous Scheidemann,
the mangy tiger of the French middle
class,Clemenceau, all the strong boxes
of the London City and even Swiss mid=
wives. With his trouser-cuffs primly
turned up, Wilson walks over the blood
pools of Europe with the %blessings of
Wall Street that has so well plaved
the last stoke of the Buropean lottery
he unites Jugo-Slavs with & Serbians;
appraises the crown of the Hapsburgss
between two pinches of snuff rounds
“out Belgium at the expense. of plunder—
ed Germany; and ponders the possibil-
ity of .drufting orang-outangs  and
baboons to save Christian culture from
the barbarism of the Bolsheviks.

why +they were

Everybody

Europe resembles a madnouse. And at
first glance it seems as if the inmat-
es themselves are unaware half an hour
in advance whose throat they will cut
and whom they will next embrace. But
in the stormy waves of this chnos one

drrefutable lesson is to be discerncd-

- the criminal responsibility of the
bourgeois world. Everything now oc-
curring in Burope was prepared for
during the past generations, by its
economic system, its state relations,
its system of militarism; by the mor-
ality and philosophy of the ruling
classes, by the religion of all the
priests. The monarchy, the aristocra-
cy, the clergy, the bureaucracy, the
bourgeoisie, the oprofessional intel-
lectuzls, the masters of wealth, and
the rulers of states - it is they who
have prepared and are preparing those
incomprehensible events which make old
"ecultured'", "Christian" Europe seem
like 5 madhouse.

IMPERTALISM, NATIONALISM, COMMUNISM

The Zuropsan "chaos" 1is chaos in form
onlys in substance expressed in it are
the supreme lews of history which is
now dustroylné the old to make way for
the new. The’ Dopulatlon of Europe now
uses the very same rifles in fighting
for different’ tasks and different
programmes which correspond to-differ-
ent historical epochs.

are reducible - to three:
NATIONALISM, COMMUNISM.

This war began ﬁs'a’gang—fight between’

the great capitalist bandits over
selvureu and the division of the world
- this is precisely the sum and sub-
stance of © imperialism. But in order
1o plunge the many-mlllloned messes
into the struggle,to bait them against
one-another, to fan'iﬁ them the spirit
of hatred and fury,"ideas" and "moods"
dear to the deceived and doohmed-to-
destruction masses were required.

Basically they
 TMPERTALTSM,
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This hypnotic medium at the dispogal  tongues and it sought to plunder the

of the imperialist bandits was provid-

ed by the idea of nationalism.  The
reciprocal bond of the people who
speak one and the same language, be-

long to one and the same nation - that
constitutes a great force. This bond
did not make itself feclt so long as
people lived a patriarchal 1life in
their villages or provincial regions.
Put the more bourgcois production de-
veloped, the more it tied village to
village and the provinces with the
citiaes, all the more did the people
drawn into its maelstrom learn to val-
ue a common tonguc - this great medium
of material and splrltual communion.
Capitalism sought to entrench itself
first and foremost on a national foun-
dation and engendered powerful nation-
alist movements: in atomised Germany,
in didmembered Italy, in - harrowed Po-
ldnd, in Austrla-qungary, among the
Balken blavs, in Armcnla..{.

By means of revolutions and wars, by
hook or orook with- a hole "here and a
patoh there, the Furopean bourg601slc
golved part of the na+1ona1 problem.
A unified Italy, a unified- Gurmaﬂy,

without German-Austria but, by way of

compensation scores of " kings, were
created. The peoples of< Russial were
- bound together by the stesl tentaclcs

of Czarism. Austria and the -

live in close prox1m1ty but were in-

capable of establishing peaceful formS'

of collaboration.
CArITALIQM PLUWGES "INTO SLAUGHTEP

Meanwhile, canlta11um qulckly outgrcw
*_the national frame-work.
state served it only as a springboard
. for the leap. Capitalism soon became
_cosmopolitan ~ g% “its disposal were
world-wide means of communication -
ita agents and ~ servants spoke

~ides that the struggle
- volved national independence

"Balkans
were convulged by & bitter internccine -
“struggle of nations who were doomed to-

The national-

"the. doctrine of !

in all ariat opposed

peoples of the  carth regardless of
their language, colour of skin, or re-
ligion of their priests. While the

‘middle and petty bourgeoisie, together

with broad circles of the working
class, still continued to remain in
the atmosphere of national ideology,

‘capitalism developed into imperialism,
‘1nto an urge for world domlngtlon.

The world slaug htcr from 1ts very bo~
ginning presented the terrible specta-
cle of the combination of impericlism
with nationalisms the omnipotent
clique of financial capital and . heavy
industry succeeded in harnessing to
their chariot 21l the feelings, pas-
sions and moods produced by the bond
of nationalism, by the unity of lan-
guage, by common historical tradition
and above all, by common existence in
n national state. Taking to the high-
rond for robberies, seizures, and man-
slaughter, the . imperialists .of each
contending camp proved capable of in-~
stilling ~in the popular masses the
presumably in-
and nat-

ional culture. Just as  bankers and
big menufacturers oxploit small shop-
keepers - and workers, so imperialism
subjected completely to itself the
“nationalist and chauvirist feelings
and goals by pretending that it was
serving and safeguarding them. It was
this ‘terrible psychological charge
_that fed and sustnined - the great

‘slaughter for four and one half years.
COMMUNISM A UNIFYING FORCE

Put Communism emerged on the scene. It
had in its time likewise arisen on
national soil simultaneously with the
awokening of the workers' movemsnt at
the very first and- still uncertain
beat of the ca plt&llst machine. With

Communism the prolet-
itself to the bourgeoi-
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sie. And W“ile the latter soon became lackies of the Tbourgeoisie tried to
imperialist and o force for plundering depict these groups as the dying rem-
the world, tne advanced vroletarint, nants of utopian sects. But the nam
"on the contrary, became international- of Zlqmerﬁli (3) had  already evokod
st and a force for world unification. echoes alarm in the columns of the
: _ e centire bourgools press. The Tevolut-
The imperinlist bourgeoisie represent- ionary internationa lists marched along
ed numerically an insignificant minor- their own roads, Above =211, they gave
ity of the nation. It maintained it~ themselves a clear accounting of the
self, it ruled nnd dominated so - long causes underlying the events.
as it was able through.the ideas and - . . L
~.moods of: nationalism: to. keep brond . PETRAYAL OF OFFICTIAL SOCIALT DEMOCRACY
ifpetty bourgeois. and working mnssed -in

hralldom. “internationalist pro-
‘létariat constituted. smother minority
at-the very ite: pole... It~ hed
every justification for believing that
itveould:  tecr - the majority..ef the
people from the ‘splAitualzgokejOfJimr
?pprlall Me ool T we S

_LﬂU

oOppos

slaughter of
best and  most
ts of the vr@lptar—
~powerfully the
the, wpopular’ magses
prejudices of bour-

ffBut up:tofthe_last:
“+the peoples
‘persp101Cious al ¢
iat never stspected hew
conacwoubn 89 of t
was swayed: by

- geois state =ru1e'and ,the  habiits of
at%onﬁl‘ cungervatisx. A3¢ LEhis was

n. Jaly,. 1914, which *without

'iehaghw "oh bzcama’ the.blackest month

An movla “historyy not - only ~pr“use
© kings and the . stockbrokers were able
~.torunleash the war. but because 1h

succeeded in gaining inner sway over

“hundreds of millions of popular mas-

. ges, duping them, spimming a web about
‘H%hem, hypnotising them and psycholog-
“ically ‘drawing them into their qurder-
ous ~ntern*10
Internationall sm which had for decades
served as the official banner of the
most powerful working class organisat-
10&, geemed to have cdisappesred in-
tantaneously in the fire and smoke of
-the‘fworlu glaughter. Later it
appeared as & weak and fL;oﬁcrlng tin
flame among disconnected, = isolated
groups in verious countries. All - -the

ro-

. The. Drolongbw er“ of "TPGCNFul"

'the

intertwined with the

Yo its f*lendl

~ist-system

Citalism, 1t colled

. Longuets, mobilised in the
Limperialism every national prejudice,

hour-
Cday~-to-day
~with its

voxopmcnt with its
the trode unions,

ge Olo
strug~1 of.

_reformist pouty—fowﬂbry and petty par-
Llumuntary

squebbles created 2 many-
110ncd orwan1~ﬁtion, opportunist at

top,wh¢ch curbed with heavy chains
the revolutignary energy of the prole-
tariat. By dint of historical = ecvents
the official social demoorucs, born

the sign of the social - revolut-
became transformed . into the most

under
ion,

_counter-revolutionary forcg ;n Furope

It !
na tlonﬂl state,
parlicment, 1ts ministers,
‘it became so accustomed

gnemies - the Dbour-
geois and middle class parliamentary
swindlers - -that at the. outbrezk of
“the bloody atustrophe of the.capital-
1t could - perceive nothing
threat to national "unity."
calling upon the proletar-
for an asssult against cap-
them to dofend  the
"national" state. This social demo-
cracy of the Plekhanovs, Tseretellils,
Scheidemanns, Kautskys, Renaudels, and
gervice of

and in the whole world.
its
commissions;

gave « the:
Instead of.
ian masses

211 the slavish instincts, the entire
scum of chauvinism, everything dark

and corrupt which had accumulated in
the souls of Lhw:toiling and oppressed
ses during centuries of : lwvbry

earnsd and the unlearned priests~and_llt-m"* clear to the party of revolu-

\
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‘tionary Communism that this colossal The events are written in steel and
“historical blackmail would terminate every step of the struggle is sealed
in a terrible collapse of the ruling with blood. = This alone precdestined

cliques and their retinues. To. evoke
in the masses o martial upsufige; a
readiness for Sblf—S&CIlflCC, and fin-
"ally even the mere ability to spend
years in the filthy stinking mud of
the trenches, it was necesscry for the
rulers to arouse in the masses enor-
mous hopes, monstrous illusions. The

disillusionment and embitterment of
the wmasses would inevitably assume
proportions commensurste with the

The revolution-
(they were not

scope of this deceit.
ary internationalists
yet called Communists) - foresaw this
snd upon this forecast they based
their revolutionary  tactic. They
"steered o tyrge" toward the social
revolution.

INTDRNATIOWALISM VERSUS IMPERIALISM

:Two conscious mlnowltlﬂs - the imper-
cinlist und Anternationalist - declared
a war to .the death against each other.
And before their combat was tronsform-
ed to the city strects in the shape of
open civil war, it unfolded in the
consciousness of millions upon mil=-
lions of toilers. These were no longer
parliamentary conflicts, which even in
- the best days of parlismentarism educ-
2ted the masses only to a very limited
extent. Here the entire people, down
to its darkest and most inert. depths,
were s2ized by the steel claws . of mil-
itarism and violently plungcd into the
maelstrom of cvents. :

Imperialism’ was challengel by Commun-
ism which said: '"You have now shown
the masses in action what you really
are and what you are capable of doing.
My turn is next." The great combat
between Imperialism 2nd | Communism is
delibu not by pgrqgruphs of reform,
not by parliamentary bsllots, nor by
the strike reports of +trade unions.

- these masses

“that the struggle between Imperialism

and Communism would not be settled
within the limits of formal democracy.

THE SOLUTION CANNOT BE POSTPONED .

To solve the basic tasks of social de-
velopment through umniversal suffrage
would, under present conditions, when
all questions are posed point-blank,
signify o cessation of the struggle
between the mortal class enemies. Tt
would mean an appeal to an arbitrator
in the person of +those intermediate
and primarily petty bourgeois masses
who either have not yet been drawn in-
Yo the struggle . or are pqrtlclputlng
in it semi-comsciously. But .it is
precisely these messes.who were decei-

~ ved by the great lie of nationalism,

who were bled white by the war, who
“have lost their heads and only seek

for s way out, who sre subject to the
most diverse and contradictory moods -
cannot be uccepted a8
authoritative arbitrators by Imperial-
ism, all the less so by Communism, nor
even by themsclves. Why then not tem-
porise and postpon: the solution of
the dispute until the bewildered in-
termediate masses come to their senses
and draw all the necessary conclusions
from the lessons of the war? How? In
what way? Artificial interludes are
possible in combats.-between athletes;
on the arens of a circus .or on . the
tribune of parliament -~ - but not in a
civil war. The more aggravated all
the relations, all the needs sand 2ll
the misfortunes become as a result of
the imperialist war, the less object-
ive possibility there is for leading

. the struggle into the channels of for-

mal  democracy, the simultaneous and
universal counting of noses.
"In this war you, Imperialism, have
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shown what you are capable of and now
my turn has come. I shall take power
into my hands and show the still vac-
i1llating, the still bewildered masses
what I can do, where T can ~Iond them,
what I want and can- give them."

This was the slogan of the October
insurrection of Communismi this 1

meaning of the terrible war e
Spartacists  have proclaimed ezainst
the tourgeois world on the gtrects of
Berlin.

has crupted
better the
the workers

The imperislist slaughter
into a civil war. The
capitalist war has trained
how t0 handle rifles, the more decis~
ively are they  beginning to " apply
these rifles for their owm goals. How-
ever, the old sloughter is not yot
liquidated; here =and there ncw bLloody
clashes along the old nztional and
state lines still flare up and threat-
en to spread into = new conflagration.
At the monment when Communism is -2l-
ready oelebrating its first victories
“and is fully justificd in not fearing
isolated defeats, the yellow tongues
of nntionanlist flemes still erupt frxom
undérncath the volcanic soil.

TNFERNO OF NATIONAL
AND SOCIAL- CONFLICT

herself strang-
and bled white

~Poland, only yesterday
lod, dismembered, torn
- Poland secks today in a final and
belated drunken fit of nationalism to
plunder Prugeiu, Galicic, Letvia and,
White Russia. Meanwhile, the Polish
wproletariat is already building its
Soviets. S ’

Serbian nationalism secks a Tobber's
satisfaction for ancient slights and

wounds in territories settled by Bul-

gariang.

TItaly grabs at Serbian provinces.

~mighty - sharks -

ceires
ehing and rubbed their handss:
‘Burope has becoms a

coming transformed into =2

The Czechs, who have just freed —them-
selves from underneath the German-
spsburg boot, drunk with the  pseuwdo-

imlmm&muapmﬁﬂmm,tmmiby the
of... Impsrialism, are
violating the cities of German Bohemia
and magsacring Russians in Siberia.
The Czech communists are sounding the
alarm. ‘

WALL STREET IS GROWING UNBASY

BEvents pile on ovents, the map of

Burop: changes uninterruptedly, but
the most profound changes are occurr-
ing in the consciousness of the mas-

ses. The very rifle which was yester-

day used in the service of nutional
imperialism scrves today in the same

hands the causc of.social. revolution.

JWzll Street, whnich has long and skill-
fully fanned the

Buropean bonfire so
as 4o enable its Dbankers zand indus-
trislists to warm their hands at its
flames, now sends to BEurope its chief
clerk, its supreme broker, its mcthod-
ical roguc, Wilson, to investigatc at
first hand whether things have not yet
gone too far.

Only recently the American miliion-
laughed in their ¢lean-shaven
"Ha-ha!
medhouse, Durope
is cxhausted, bankrupt; Burope is bee-
cemetery of
old culture. Ve shall tour its ruins,
buy up its tressurcd monumentss av-
ishly tip the =ugust scions of 2ll the
Buropean dynasties! Buropean competi-
tion will vanish. Control over indus-

trinl 1life will pass completely into
our hands, 2nd the profits from the

whole world will begin flowing into
our American pockets."

But at present, the snide chuckle is
beginning to stick in the throat
the Fall Street Yankees.

{2
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THE COMMUNIST ORDER RAISES ITS HEAD - of private” proparty.' Only the dictat-
B orship of the proletariat is capable

Amid the Buropean chaos, the idea of a of bringing the Jdemands of national

‘new Order, is raising its head ever
‘more imperiously and powerfully. In
~the ¢lash and din of bloody imperial-
“i'st, nationalist and class conflicts,
“the pooples most backward from the
‘revolutionary standpoint are slowly
but wiswervingly beginning to fall in

step with those who have already left
their £irst victories Dbehind them.
From a2 prison of the peoples which

Czarist Russia was, it is turning be-
“fore our very cyes - with the liberat-
ion of Riga, Vilna, Kharkov - into a
free federation of Soviet Republics.

There is no other way out, no other
road for the peoples of the former
Austro-Hungerian empire and the Balkan

peninsula. Soviet Germany will enter
as a membér into this® family which
sooner or ‘later will. include in its

ranks Soviet Italy and Soviet France.
The transformation of Burope into o
Federation of Soviet Republics is the
sole concaivable solution of the needs
of national devolonmont of. gregt and
small nations, which ‘is not detrimen-
tal to the centralist rcqulraments of
cconomic unification —-first of Europe
and then of the whole world.

Bourgeois democrats dreamed in  their
“time of a united States of Europe.
These ireams have found a hypocritic-
ally belated  echo in the specches of
the” 4ronoh b001al patriots “in the
first period “of the 1lust war. - (5).
The bourg001 sie ~proved incapable ” of
unifying Europe because it could coun-
terpose to the unifying tendencies of
economic development only the d1v1ﬂ1ng
will of na blonul lmpcrlallsmc

ONLY SOuIALIoM CAN UNIFY THE WORLD

To unify the peoples it is necessaxry
to free economic life from the fetters

‘emcrges the

‘saved neither by its

oboration and social patriotiem,

~Communist
“is the ideas and nopes of the
“geoisie that are being transformed in-

development into their natural and le
-gal boundaries and embracing all na-
tions in a uwnification of working col=-
laboration. This unification will take
shape ‘preciscly as the Federation of
the Soviet Republics -of Europe ‘on the
basis of the frec self-determination
of the peoples dwelling there.  There
‘can be no other solution. This al-
liance will be directed against Eng-
land should the latter lag behind the
continent in her revolutionary - devel-
opment.  Together with Soviet England
the Buropean Federation —will direct
its blows wgﬂinst the imperialist dic-
ta*orship of North America. so long as
the trans-oceanic republic remains in
Republic of the Dollar =~ 30 long as
the triumphant snorting of Wall Strect
45 not turned into its;death-rattle._

Bloody chaos still stands over Europe.

The 0ld is combining’ w1th the new.
Events pile up on events and blood
accunulates on blood. But from the

shoos, ever more resolutely and boldly
idea of the Compunist Or-
der from which the bourge01 yie will be
Verszilles con-
spiracies, not its hired g=ngs, nor
its voluntary flunkies of class coll-
nor

by the great trans-oceanic patron of

"all the capitalist stranglers.

It is no longer the spectire of Commun-
ism that hovers over Europe as wis the
case seventy-two years ago when’ ithe
Manifesto was written - it
bour-

to o spectre. Communism now strides
over Burope in flesh and blood.

£1) Comrade Trotsky is referring to
the January 1919 uprising of the Ber-
1lin workers and soldiers. It was pro-
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vokad by the
docial democratic government of Ebert
and  Scheidemann. The government had
issued an order removing the incumbent
1nabpendent gocial democrat from his

post of the Berlin chief of police.
The workers replied by mass  demon-
strations. Within 24 hours a general

strike was decclared. . The wmove ment was

headed by a revolutionary committeer of
Karl Liecbkneeht, Ledsbour, and Schol-
tze.  This committee  had the support
of the Spartacists  and of the Berlin
organisation of “the -Independent Sociul
Democrats. The -authorities began,
nogotiations with the  workers and at
the same time mobilised military for-
cies from bourgeois youth, White Guard
students, and non-commissioned offic-
ers of the old Hohenzollern army. On
January 11, under +the leadership of
Noske the bloody suppression of the
workers' uprising  began. On January
15, Karl Liebknecht-and Rose Luxcmburg
were murdered by the officers convoy-
ing them to prison. :

(Z)V'The landing of the Fronch troops

NVAN
-.;»,-'x L‘ ;
"-—--‘-u!

In this issue of WORKERS INTERNATIONAL
NEWS is incorporated WORKERS' FIGHT,
which is well known in the British-
working class movement as 2 paper
which has - promulgated the doctrines
and policy of the Fourth International
in Britain over e period of yecars. The
fusion of +the +two papers signifies
also the coming together of the so-
alallst groupings that surround them
in the common flght.ﬂgﬁlnst capitalist
barbarlsm and -for the international
rule of the oroletarlat.
it does

This event, tsking place as

treacherous policy of the-

in Odessa took place sarly in - January

21919, ‘as part of “the gpneral Aliied
plan - to aid Denikin . against the
Sovietss - - ' =
(3) The Zimmerwald conference was
held in Switzerland -in September 1915
on the initiative of the TItalian Soc-
alists. The Luoft Wing at this Con-
f&ranC hoaded by Lpnln issued a mani-

festo to the worksrs of the world cal-
ling upon the armics then fighting for
imperialist aims to turn thelr guns

against their own bourguOlbl

(4) With the outbreak of the revolu-
tion in Germany, the German troops oc-
cupying Egthonia, Latvia, Lithuaniz,
Wnite Russia and the . Ukraine - rushed
home; and the Red Army-was able: 10 .ad-
vance w1thout mbetlng any sbrlous rés-
“istan , TR

(5) TFor the current version ‘of this

"drecam" one necd only refer to . the
bourgeois press, especially .of . the
Allied acamp. ' SR
S, *

against a  background of totalitarian
war and the immiment threat of ‘the ex-
tinction of the last glimmerings of
democratic workers' rights, is to be
wolcomed as a manifestation of that
essential robustness which our cause
possesses because it draws: its vital-
ity from the elemental struggle of the
magses for life itself.

‘Standing behind a single Ybanner, we
nust press forward ‘with renewed energy
to our common goal, the achievement of
the socialist commonwealth.
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The month of May saw the volcanic er- shock is 2dministered  to the social
uption of pent-up German imperialism : gtyucture of France in the atitempt to
on the Western front, sweeping before precipitates the incipient ciwvil con-
i4 not only the opposed military for- £lict which has smouldered in France
ces but the last remaining vestiges of over = period of years. : :

bourgecis democracy 1n France and
Britain. With the unleashing of total

war on both sides the cntire nlanet is
shaken. Whatever the outcome of the
strugzle the world will mnever be the
same again. ‘

treaty which concluded the Russo-

The

Finnigh wer by Teising formidible mil- .
{tary barriers %o & possible Germa
attack on Russia, sounded the denth-
knell of Chemberlain's policy, which

sought to divert the Wazi Dblitzkricg
in the direcection of the Soviet Unicn.
Tt rendsred inevitable the fall of
Chamberlain, it to the

denth between Germany and the Allies,
it freed the Soviet Government from
the nightmere of possible TGernan sg-

gression which was the root cause of

the ‘Hitler-Stalin pact.

Once Cermany was irrevocably committed
to the ~ar in the west, it became rec-
essary to stake all on one mighty blow
aimed ot ths heart of the enemy. Under

the shecr weight of asrmaments and eXx-
plosives,  +the Low Countrics and the
North of France have been overrun and

o foothold the
Channel. The blow has not yet spent
its fury and defences, military and
political, have been thrown up against
the carrying of the war into the hear
of France a2nd Britain.

. secured on

English

In this way German Tmperislism makes
its great bid for Ttalian intervention
in the war as a partner in “the joint
onslaught on and partition of the Bal-
kans. At the same time 2 terrific

Ttnlian Imperislism, doomed by the
1nteness of its arrival at -the feast
of colonies to a role of freacherous
waiting, is roaring 1ts “bellicosity
and its preparedness for war. At the
same time, Italy names its price for

non-intervention, a price which in-
crenses with each item of grave nNews
for the Allies.

In Trance, the measure of the amaze-

; srath of the masses at the
generalship that permitted the Germans
to pierce the lines, bisect the armies
and hurl back the northern armies into
the sea may be gauged by the =actions

aken =gainst the general staff by the
government, Gamelln has disappeared
without a trace, fifteen generals have
been deprived of their commands. 3By
these mensures the government hopes to
placate the populztion, exaspe ated by
years of bad conditions culminating in

the present wartime conditions of sla-

very. The Allied reverses have placed
the question of social upheaval in
France on the order of the day.

The interveantion of Italy in the war
and precipitaticn of the revolution in
Prance are the mejor strategic sucees—

sos which the Nazis hope
the blitzkrieg. But it
the possibility of theéss
which has produced a ‘galvanising
the Kremlin into the contemplotion
o new bturn in policy.

to score by
is precisely
developnents
of
of

of o Nagi victory are
Sovied

The prospects
profoundly disturbing to the
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Government, which xrealises "d11 “+oo
well who the next victim of the blitz-
krieg will be. The extension. of war
to the Balkans will inevitably involve
the Soviet Union and the
Russion troops to the B::lkan frontiers
coupled with the opening of trade
talks with Jugoslavia sufficiently ad-
vertise the apprehension of the Krem—
lin. A% the same time, the possibility
that developments in France will re-
suscitate the Popular Front and there-
by place a trump card in Stalin's hand
hag been another factor calling for
the reorientation of Stalinist policy,
which now prepares to play the scame
treacherous role in France as it play-
ed in Spain as the hangmen of the
revolution. -

The objective situation now dictates
t0 Stalin the need  to move out of tho

orbit of Hitler and towards the
Allies. Chamberlain has been Teplaced

with Churchill, the appeasement policy
has been finally buried and the Brit-
ish Governument is now dominated by el-
ements who are implacably anti-German
and who have advocated & pact with
Russia - against Germany over a long
period. Mr. Hore Belisha, clamorously
anti-Sovict, has been omitted from the
new government,and Sixr Stafford Cripps
has been sent ambassadorially +to the
Soviet Union. Mosley and his liecuten-
ants have been interned as Fifth Col-
umaists but the campaign aimed at in-
cluding the Comaunist Party in this
category has noticeably cooled down.

The Kremlin for its part has grown
correspondingly more cordial and the
emergence of ILitvinov from obscurity
is 2n event which may be ‘expected to
sceompany grave news from the Western
Front,.

The British Communist Party haos react-
ed sensitively to the new situation.
The DAILY WORKER has adopted a concile—

movement of

intory tone to the Trade Union =nd La- -
bour leaders =2nd pushcs forward s re-
furbished popular front line. The om=
phasis has now been shifted in Commun-
ist Party propaganda from attacks on
Allied Imperialism to attacks on Nazi-
dom, and from this it is only a step
to the recrudescence of the jingo-
communism of the pre-war years.

In this way the leaders of the Commun-—
ist Party prepare to line up once more
at the side of the Lobour leslers as
the cxponents of the "™war for democra-
cy." But the occasion that produces
the new line-up, the intensification
of warfare, has also served the ruling
class in Britain and France as the cx-

cuse for extending the working day.
back to its medieval - length and for
imposing a medicval system of class-

rule on the masses that rendors unnec-

¢ssary the  services of Commmist and
Labour hacks alike. Before turning on
them and replacing them with fascist
thugs, the ruling class .permits thenm
to theroughly discredit themselves be-
fore the masses by taking responsibil-
ity for the prcsent war.

The Labour lezders are already commit-
ted up to +the hilt. The Communist
leaders are preparing to follow their
example. In the inevitable aftermath
of disillusionment thet will develop,
the fascists will no Jdoubt step for-
ward as the "martyrs" who suffered im-
prisonment because of their "anti-war"
stand, and in this there is a great
danger that fascism will be the sole
beneficinry from the betrayal.

It is now even more urgently necessary
than ever beforc to expose the tresch-
ery of the Comintern and Labour lend-
crs. To their social-chauvinism must
be counterposed the genuine revolu~
tionary socialist opposition to imper-
ialist war, the 1line of Lenin which
st111l lives today in the ranks of the
Fourth , International. '
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Not for weeks, not for months but for ship "to take their share of Trespon
years we have proclaimed that when the gibility as a full partner (!) in a

two rival imperialist gangs ultimately
met in mortal combet it would “be im-

possible to distinguish one from the
other. All that would remain of "free

dom and democracy" would be the namc.
The rotiten, gangrenous "democratic!
skin has burst under the first major
military impact. The event was an-
nounced in advance by the ruling
strata of the bourgeoisics said the
PIMES of May Tth, "In a higher sphere,
that of first principles and of the
nature of total war, we require %o do

some still harder thinking."

Not only *the thinking but the acting
has now taken place. In our last issue
we wrote: "...the repressive appara-
tus of the bourgeoisie carcfully gear-
cd Yo the tempo of events, commences
slowly but none the less surely to re-
volve." The tempo of cvents  has now
syung the bourgeoisie and their "lab-
our" rctainers into a furious  offen-
sive against the libertics and stand-
ard of 1ife of the proletarians’ in
this country. ° Chamberlain and  his
able organissrs of . capitulation have
moved down the ladder to be ‘replaced,

as the official report has it, by "o

government  representing the “united
and inflexible resolve of the nation
to prosecute the war with Germany to a
victorious conclusion." ’

The Labour Party Conference, like the
Whitsuntide holidays, was handed over
to the bosses, its principal =act being
to approve the decision of the leader-

new Government under a new Prime Min-
igter...." It was not accidental that
the Transport Housemaids should make
their magnenimous offer to the bour-
geoisie at this time. This course had
already been dictated to thom. "That
Labour will be found in the ranks of
the Covernment before the war 1s over
is ns certain as snything can be," de-
clared = TIMES leader on Mzy 6. This
gross act was committed six days
later. '

Mr. Attloe hes assured his followers
that they have not entered the Govern-
ment as hostages but as partners. The
bourgcoisie has aided them in this
pretence by Parliament taking powers
to conscript wealth and property while
they prepare to Jdrive the workers'
standard of life down to that of col-
oninl slaves. Mr. Kirkwood - tore the
veil from this deception in the House
of Commons on May 22, when he said %o
Attlee: "The working class, as I un-
derstand the Lord Privy Seal (Mr. Att-
lee), are to be tied ~hand and . foot,
and private property is not."

The actual role of the ILabour and
Trade Union fakers is that of messen-~
ger boys to Mr. Winston Churchill.
This personification of capitzlism in
its death agonies prefers that his of-
fering of "blood, toil, tears and
sweat! should be conveyed to the mas-
ses by +thosc whom they have trusted
and clected to 1lead the organised
labour movement.



1_2 e e e s e et e e e 3T 4 e cmae e e cee e ?.‘.i"

0 N\ S S - . June- 194&

The bourgeois offeng 5 now in tull
swing. Mr. Ernest Bovin te llg us that
we must "work like Hell" ven if it
means relaxing the  labour rights 80
hardly won by decades of struggle. And
if any doubds arise as to whether or
not they are filched from us 1lst the
London EVENING STANDARD, mouthpicce of
Beaverbrook and Duff- Poousr, remove

thems "... the protsction of the work
union, the protection of
and estebhlish-

man in his
the individual by know
ed law ~ these are not oprivilezes to
be tossed away as playthings of no
consequence. Why then in the space of
a few hours are we ready to forgo them
now? Hitler 1is ths answer."

Morrison joins in the holy “noru"”w"ﬂk

must work nt war speed, avery winute

wasted means o life" and so on. . The
employers lsap in to: tzke ‘1V”nt”"°
and the enginecrs are told +o work

twelve hours o day and seven doyas a

week. - Frenchmen who faill to turn up
=t work are srrestesd. It is only =
matter -of time Tbeforc we o shall find.

Ouro@lVLS similarly shackled to the

machine of destruction. The arrest of
anti-war mllltant elements and of fas-
cists _oes on apace.  The ITMES, com=

menting on the powers contqlrm'q in the
lares on.ilay 23%rd,. .!'No.

latest act, dec
one would be sorry to see thbgb,powers
exercised immediately against -theose
resvonsible for publications or zctiv-
ities which seek to,.. impede... their

chuntry in waging this war, and many.

would prefer 1o seg such UGTSOHS con~
fined... in infternment camps.

The formation of fhe Local Defonce

Volunteers, under military command and
discipline is o significant prepar-
ation against socinl disturbance atb
home rather than invasion from with-

out. ILet those who doubt it cn

note the opinion of the TIMES:
suggestion has cven bsen made that ox-
pert women shots might be employed ,
and people of this kind would be ex-
tremely useful in some places - e.g.,
in factories employing femnls ILabour.™
Despite the pious herror of our rulers
ngeinst the undoubtedly atrocious acts
of their German counterparts, they
will ‘not hbbltdtu when the occasion
demends to shoot down ceven female wor-
kors who striks. C

In this Dblocdthirsty assault on the
standards of 1ife of the working class
the reactionary bourgeoisie is alded
by the leading reprcsentatives of the
abour movement. The labour 1caubr

lab
foist +the nsw Jovernment on the mass
og a Government of "ecqual s&crifice"

‘Meontrol everything and
They impose 2a 100% Bxcess
nd make loud noises. This
#8ily be exposed, =nd it

which will
cverybodys"
Profits Tax
fraua can‘

muist be exposed by, the militant work-.

ors themsclves advancing with all the

strength ot  their commend, o demand-
ior L“oour to t ko full résovonsibility
on. 2 rogr mne of ”nmAnis for nation-
ull 1tlon of  the banks, railways,
mines and heavy 1nduotry without comp-
wns"tLon, the expropriation of ull
profit. It will then be 7revealed in
practice before the syes of the WOoTrk—

ing class, that the Lobour fakers are

capable of carrying out only the pro-
gramme of the bour quISlc, of maneging
only capitalism in the interests of
the ruling class. It will be clearly
revenled to the toilers that only the
policy of intransigent class struggle
than tc its logical conclusion can
liberate humanity from the “depths of
thu abyss into which décadent cupital-
__m_hae draggsd 1t. o

1
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e aol? wrags Teported on May 25 the

~ag* detrrniiled attempt on the life of
Laer. .. <y hitherto made by the
. Y L' L

fyoa 30 to 40 men, disguised as police
snd symed with automatic rifles and
incendiary bombs, stormed Trotsky's
villa at Coyocacan on the outskirts of
Mexico City, broke down two doors and
fired a number of shots into Trotsky's
bedroom, causing some slight injury
from glass splinters. The raiders
were driven off by police, taking with
them as a prischer one of Trotsky's
secretary-guards. o

A,fdféwarning_fdf this**onslaught, the

culmination of & series: of murder-

attempts, was given by the formidable
collection of G.P.U. agents who were
gathered together in Mexico and whose
presence was noted by the SOCTALIST
APPEAL, American Fourth International
newspaper in its issue of March 16,
1940, which contained the following
item:

According to reliable information that
has arrived here the purge of the Mex-
jcan Stalinists is being conducted by
an international
G¢.P.U. agents. Among them are the
following notorious characters:

D.MANUILSKI, Russian, prominent Comin-
tern figure, having held at one time
or another in the past, the posts both
of president and secretary in that
organisation. Reported executed in
course of the purges, Manuilski arriv-
ed in Mexico on the steamer Mayakovski
in January.

DOMBAL, Russian, forméf” hééd"ofA'the

concentration of -

"Krestintern" (international Stalinist
peasants' organisations), who arrived
there with Manuilski.

These two were accompanied by a  third
¢.P.U. agent, whose identity has not
as yet been established, but is said
to be either HAIKIS, former Soviet am-
bagsador to Spain or PESTKOVSKY, for-
mer Soviet minister to Mexico.

JAMES. W. FORD, prominent Negro leader
of the American Communist Party, who
arrived in Mexico about six weeks ago-

GEORGE MINK, American Stalinist, not-
orious for his G.P.U. activity during
the civil war in Spain, who now oper-
ates under another name.

TINA MODOTTI, Italian Stalinist, sus-

pected of implication in the murder of
Ignace Reiss. She was held in this
connection by Swiss police for some
time, but later released. She was
secretary of the Stalinist "Interna-
tional Red Aid" during the Spanish
civil war and came to Mexico from
Paris as a Spanish refugee.

SORMENTI, internationally known G.P.U.
agent, once prominent in the Italian
federation of the American Communigt
Party, who now operates under the name
CARLOS CONTRERAS. Sormenti arrived in
Mexico three months ago and is said to
have been involved in previous Mexican
political killings.

Yhis imposing line-up of G.P.U. agents
is indicative not only of the serious
trouble that the Stalinists are faced
with in connection with the purge, but
of plans for shady work that = extend
far beyond the confines of inner-porty
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politics in Mexico. Their activities
will bear watching .on +the part of
working class militants all . over the
Western Hemisphere.

Readers of WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL KEWS
will recollect that the alarm was
sounded in our columns (May, 1938)
warning of the presence in Mexico of
Mink, notorious G.P.U. gunman, and
pointing out that his purpose was the
assassination of Leon Trotsky. The
editor of "Controversy" found our out-
spoken denunciation of the murder-plot
naming the assassin in advance, some-
thing of a novelty in British working-
class journalism. Events have proved
that the warning was no pilece of sen-
sationalism but a scrious call to the
workers to take note of what was  hap-
pening. Today we are even more con-
firmed in our belief that the warning

uttered in the world press of our ten-—
_dency helped to stay

the assassin's
hand. :

Under cover of the diversion

secks t0
" slander, by bullet and bomb.

created
by workd-shaking events in BEurope, the
latest attempt has been laumshed with
the force of a miniature = blitzkrieg.
The question leaps to mind: WHY? Why
this concentration of military force
and cumning by Stalin's G.P.U. against
one man whose following in the Soviet
Union and in the rest of the world has
been declared by the Kremlin 146 be

- pitiable, liquidated, insignificant?

‘The answer is that the name of Trotsky
“forever linked with that of Lenin as
‘the leadcrship of the
“ution, has come to personify for Stal-

October Revol-

in, as for the bourgeoisie, the spirit
of proletarian revolt. That spirit he
exorcise by falsehood and
When the
grimly realistic Kremlin, thus® manif-
ests panic, the workers of the werld
may well find in +that panic a sound

 basis for revolutionary optimism.
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