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F OURTH INTERNATIONAL
| - HOLDS WORLD
CCNF ERENCE ON WAR

The- “mergoncy Conf;r nce of the “ourth:
attended by - mandated

dclegates of ten national ssctions has,
‘been successfully concluded!

Interndtional

Called on the initiative of its United

States, Mexican and Canadian scctions,
the Conference addrcesed the working
class of the world in a resounding
manxfcsto urging the t01lers of all
lands to make an end of the -imperial-
1st war by initiating thb world g0~

clallst revolutions

Tp sections represented at the Con-
f ;rence weres United States, Germany,
Welglum, Canada, Mexico, Spain, Cuba ,
the” Argcntlna,

Also presont were frafernal delozates
from the Australian and Chinese sec-~

Porto Rico and Chile.

tions and from the .editorial board of
the:Bulletin of - the Russian Bolsghevik-
Leninists Opposition. Affiliated or-

ganisations in England, France, Olina,

Switzerland and Bulgaria, unable to .

. send representatives or mandatesy sent .

duclaratlons of solldarlty. It was
also impossible to contact in time the
affiliates of thc Fourth Internatlonal

in Holland,v‘Uoland, Czuchoslovakla,'
Scandinavia;‘ Palestine, Iithuania,
Indo-China, South Africa and Brazil.

mhe Jorld 4nprrency bonfbrunce mpt “in
secrecy due- to conditions ungundbrud
by the war ."somewhcre in the Yestern
Hemigphers" . on May 19-26.  Gathering
in the tensa atmogphere of the engulf-
ing war, the  Conferchea constltuted
the genuine voice of proletarian in-
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ternationalism. The news and docu-

ments were .witltheld from publication

until -the delcg dtes could “return  to
the countrics from ph;ch they came.

ONLY WE SPEAX OUT

Neither the decrepit Second Internat-
ional, nor the perfidious Third Inter-
national, nor the International TFeder-—

‘ation of centrists Xnown as the "In-

ternational Workers' Front" Thave made
themselves heard by as ‘much- as- a
"whisper in this grave hour. Only the
Tourth International, gathercd in a
HWorld Conference, has raiscd its voice
to explain to the workers: ecverywhere
the situation confronting +them: to
show them the revolutionary way out of
the crushing didaster that is overtak—;
ing society - dlsorganlsbd by - capltal-
ism; to speak out to +them in the

voice of courage: and hopv which is the

voice of the coming world -socialist
revolution.

THE BALANCE “HETT

Meeting two yeafs» after the founding
Conference, the Emergency Confercnce
of the Fourth Intcrnational drew ‘the
balance sheet of the intervening per—
iod. And it was able to establish the
gratifying fact that the overwhelning
majority of its suctlona;and members
throughout the world had J;thstood the
“test of these trying -times in.. cxem~
plary fashion. The Confercnee unani-
"mously reaffirmed the pr1n01p1us adop-
ted at the First:-World Congress and
elaborated for fiftecn years preceding
it within the, "Trotskyist" movement.
While the opportunist internationals
were everywhere -showing signs of decp-
going  disintegration. - and complete

paralysis, the Confarence was presented.

with evidence that:the TOurth Interna-—
tional not only held its own, but could

register a distinct increcase in num-

‘of the PSOP.

presented a picture

;the Txecutive: C
y w1th.9nlv mlnor'amendments°
"ument is

‘achievement. It COmUrlSpS an all |

”f‘round panoruna of ' “the world in the
‘? tqroes ~of war;

T i ToTRTALTeT
PROLETARTAN REVOLUTION.

berb and activity in the two ysars

past despite the  illegalisation of

several of our sectlons Dlnce the con-
clusion-of the i Munich Pact.

Partlcularlj heartening was the Organ-—

" isational; Report which recorded con-

siderable growth of our movement in
Latin America, in Bolivia, the Argen-
tine and in Cuba. In Australia our
young Communist . League has made par-
ticularly gratifying headway in win-
ning.over a whole leading cadre :of
militants from the Stalinist party.

In Trance, despite the convulsions of
thé war, our.seetion has been peinfor-
ced by the adherence to it of thé bulk
of the active members in the Left wing
In Ircland, the organis-
ation report indicated a group had
been formed requesting affiliation
with the Fourth Internatiomal. Simil-

_ar developments are reported in numer-

ous other countrics with. which the
Tourth Internatlonal had no previous
contact. - e '

In gencral the Organisation Report
of a live inter-
national party growing despite tremen-
dous obstacles and . functioning as a
single unit. o

s - THE MANIFESTO
The ehief. work of. the Conference was
the. nreparatlon of a Manifesto: to the
world working class. After consider-
able discussion the draft -proposed by
_mlttee ~was adopted
This doc=
revolutionary

a aunlque

ar’ anz 1y81s

WAR  AND THE WORLD
Workers !

Intermational Press. Price 24.

of the-
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factors making for the transformation
of this war into a civil war for the
Socialist United States of Zurope on
the road to

tactical directives.
GREETINGS TO TROTSKY

Thé Jonference met 1n the shadow of

the Stalinist G.P.U's attempt’ on ithe

l1ife of the outstanding leader of the
mourth International, Leon Trotsky. In
a resolution adopted by acclamation,
the Confnrpnce _congruuulatod Comrade’
Trotsky on his ‘miraculous escape from
the hands of the Xremlin as ‘aS“lnS»
1t greated “Courade Trotsky and nis
companion Natalie Sedov, in heartf elt
words which Agxwresabd the profound
appreciation of revolutlonlsts the
world over for thelr devotion to the
cause of the world working class and
anxiety for their continued welfare
and safety.
Recalling the names of such martyrs in
the struggle  of the Tourth Interna-
tional, as Leon Sedov, Rudolph Klem-
‘ent, ' Ernst Wolfy and Ignace IReiss,
hé&des felled by :the hand of Stalin's
G.PU, the Conference paused to send
vreptlngs %o the stout-hearted and
‘fearless militants of the Tourth In-
ternational now
concentration camps and - prisomns .of
‘Hitler's Cermany; to comrades Rigal,
Steve, Weitz and their friends in the
jails of Prench imperialism; to the
heroic soldiers of the Fourth Interna-
tional imprisoned by Vargas' Brazil,
woxatas' Oreece, Franco's 3pain; to
our brothers in the Pritish colonies,
clamped into = dungeons by Churchill's
" England; to the deuntless Bolshevik-
Leninists tortured but unyielding, in

" {he grip of the Xremlin oligarchy: ~to ,'

our brave comrades placed behind pris-
on walls in ifinnesota by Roosevelt's

the World Federation of
3ocialist Republics; as’ well as a call
to action which contalns ‘Btrategic andi

nent- upon. -

languishing in the

‘calling of a full

feasable. .

?.B.I and to the class war prisoners
gverywhere. :
vCO“ “ms E E TRS
Heeting in the main to arm the Fourth
International for the coming battles
a«alnst capitalism, and for the strug-
gle to win the world working class to
our banner, the Imergency Conference
also had another task; to pass judge~
those  weak-kneed petty
bourgeois elements formerly in  our
ranks who at the first test of the un-
folding war ran for cover. It had to
deal with those who deserted under the
pretext of proposing a "concrete" re-
vision of our programme on the quesi-
ion of unconditional defence of the
3SR, a revision which developed into
open surrender -of the Marxist theory
and the principles and traditions . of

Bolshevism, upon whose foundations the

International has been constructed: . -
SECTIONS SUPPORT STAND -

Conference mnoted that every . section
and group which had reported its deci-
sion to the Executive had unreservedly
declared themselves for the mainten-
ance of the slogan of Unconditional
Defence of the USSR and against all
attempts to revise the programme of
the Fourth International.

Based upon this authority, the Emerg-
ency Conference -elected an Internat~
jonal Executive Committee with repre~
sentatives from all sections, charged
with executing the programme and pol-
icies of the Tourth Internatlunal in
tiie course of the war, and with the
World Congress as

soon as conditions make this step

of the “orld
)001allst devolutxon closed

The umergenCJ Conference
Party of
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its sessions, firm in the conviction
that it had successfully accompllshed
the work of consolidating the interna-

tiate - the workers'

1eadersn1p, and of arming it with a
line of _acticn which ealone can ini-
own eman01pat10n

tional organisation, of providing it from the toils of norrlfylnn war and
‘with a functlonlng and authorltatlve; rythless exploltatlon. : ,
AP 4 “\ MEneel I Liyne

vy JACH 'f:rzmr .

The Javanese face a nomentoub decision

in their. -imperialist looting of the
Tar Kast.  Shall they begin their long
awaited expansion southwards. or is the
time not yet opportune? The. ‘notorious
Tanaka memorandum to. the ilikado set
forth the innermost urges of - Japanese
capitalism and laid down a long—range
plan of conquest. Wanchu‘la was to be
the first victim, *to be seized, if
necessary, even at the risk of war
with Soviet Russia. In the course of
this war, if it wccurred, the Maritime
Provinces of Siberia were to become
~ the next prey. .From Manchuria, Japan
would then proceed at its leisure to
swallow up all of China. Buf the am~
bitions -of nationalist 1mperlallsm, of
whateveyr- country, are' aoundless. Hence
after landing China 1in her net Japan
would then fish in the troubled waters
of the South Pacific. Paithfully the
militarists of Nippon have adhered to

this plan.] Their intention is clear.
The 'New Order! .in Asia, the ifonroe
Doctrine of the Far Bast, means’com-

plete do*nmut* on by Japan and the ous
ting of all rlvals,

The. present situation seems as if
created by destiny for the fulflllment
of Japansse aims. With the ZIuropean
imperialists bleeding each other to
death, the coast is 1left clear for
Japanese capitalism. The tre mendous
strain on her economic and human re-
sources entailed by the invasion of

~ China, did not deter Japan from seiz~’

ing Halnan Island, which donlnhtes thu
coast of Indo—Chlna, with the obvious’
purpose of making ready to oust Prance
at ﬁhe earliest opportunity. Ingland
is engaged in a life and death strug-
gle in which her entire empire is at
stake.. The English imperialigts ~are
completely helpless to counteéer “any
blow delivered againgt their interests
by the Japanese 1in the Far Bast. 5o
the latter have succesded in all but
taking Hongkong, ‘“which has been ~made
more or less useless as a naval base
by the disposition of Japanese forces
around 1t. Wow comes the seizure of
.which leaves the
most 1mportant equatorial country in
the world, the largest insular empire,

the Tutch East Indies, suapended,
politically speaking, in mid-air. The
temptation for the unappeasable . appe-

tites of the -expansionists ~ on both
sides of the Pacific - may be -gauged
bJ a- very brief survey of these islands

ECONOHIC ICPOR*A:C“ OF BAST I“DIJS

Dutch 3Borneo alone is as large‘ras
FPrance and it is less than one third
the total area of the islands. Sumatra
is larger than California. ~ The eight
million Dutch in Tolland xruled over
sixty-five milliofi:slaves in  the Fast
Indies, -of whom forty million inhabit
the Island of Java, perhaps the most

densely  populated country in the
world. . The ¢conomic importance of the

Tast Indies has risen by leaps and
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bounds in the twentieth century. Be-
sides their status in supplying . sugar
and rubber, these isles produce 95H of
the world's gquinine, 50% of its tobac-
co, 20% of its tin, 10% of its petrol-
cum, 50% of the world's cocoanut oil,
70% of its pepper, 6C% of its sisal.

Add to these products, rice, tea, cof--

‘fee, iron, silver, gold, teakwood,
‘sbony, sandalwood-- and one begins to
understand ‘the stakes ofi imperialism
in this one section of "the Pacific
area alone. The Dutch had over = Foun
‘billion florins invested in uthis por-
“tion of their empire and they squeczd
'each year half a billion floring of
profit (at an average rate well ‘over
twenty percent) out of their Indones-
ian slaves.  The
a yearly tribute of 'some one hmndred
‘and fifty millions of dollars from the
,Dutch.bast Indles. -

“But the problem of these islands - of
the ‘Malayan Archipalago is bound up
with all the economic and strategic
problens of ‘the Pacific. Oncé the East
' Indies are in the hands of the Japan-
ese, the innumerable islands .- that dot
“the South Pacific would pass under
Japanese control one after the other.
The Philippines, also part of the
- Malay Archipalago, would be flanked on
both sides and could be taken at will.
Prom thée Dutch Tast Indies the
.would be open for an assault on the
entire British Empire in the Zast. The

great naval base at Singapore lies at
the eastern end of the long Strait of
Malacca  between the ' English Straits

Settlement and the Dutch Sumatra. At
Malacca and -Sunda Strait (between Sum-
.-atar and Java) all the ‘trade routes
 from Zast to Test converge, the routes
from India, from all of Zast Africa,
from Australia, from the China 3Seas;
Japan and Malaya. Here the English
“built Singapore to defend their colons
ial loot, including Hongkong,

and, more distantly, Australia. In a

all,’

‘vast market for cotton goods.
der the Japanese

Netherlands received

‘Japan on her path of empire in

“In 1913, just Dbefore

way

Malaya

world of capitalist . robbery and ex-—
p101tatlon, the fate of Singapore de-
termlncs the fate of Malaya first of
“Acre for acre British Malaya 1is
the richest English possession on the.
face of the globe. Its annual foreign.
trade is ‘over one-half billion dol-

lars. (£125,000,000). It produces
half the world's rubber, a third of
its tin. Japan takes a million toms

of iron ore a year from this posses~
sion. In all these islands of the
Pacific and on the mainland of Asia,
Japan secks vaw materials and also a
No won-
imperialists covet -
the Dutch East Indies! They would be
a cornerstone for an empire in the
South Pacific to include all of the
Malay Archlpelago, British iMalaya- and
at a later stage, Australia and India!

. JAPANESS TMPERTAL AMBITIONS

World War that set
China.
that war Dbroke
out, Edward Grey bargained with Ambas-

sador Kato for Japanese support in the
coming struggle. The price demanded by
Kato so alarmed Grey that he did his
best to prevent Japan from entering
the war at all. But in the end he was

ItrwaSmthe'first'

forced to -give Japan a free hand in

China. In the Second Vorld ¥War Japan
need no longsr seek DBritish support.
On the contrary the lMikado 1is on the

‘other side of the fence threatening to

cut off vast slices of the French and
British empires. In the period be-
tween the two wars, England prepared
to defend her colonial loot by build-

.ing tremendous naval bases at Colombo,

Slngapore and Hongkong. But these

ubases cannot be manned by the English

fleet whlch:;; entirely occupied in
the Atlantic. In the first Torld War,
BEngland paid a price for assigning to
Japan the defence of her empire in the
East. Since the bYreak with Japan,
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England khas had to seek new political,
alliances to try to find a new g%2end-- -

er for her empire in the Pacific.
Naturally she turned +to the United
States. The more Japan encroached on
the mainland of Asia, elbowing aside
all competitors, the closer Z&England
and the United States were driven on
the world arena. Thus when Singapore
base was formally opened in January
1938, the only other country invited
to participate was the United States.
Three American cruisers not only par-
ticipated in the exercises but, fol-
lowing them, in joint manocuvres with
the Iritish forces in the Pacific un-
der British command. Shortly after-
wards 1% was stated openly  in the
House of Commons that in *he cvent of
war England would "lease" her bases in
the Bast to the United States. '

Thig' is'one of the prices necessarily
demanded by the United States for aid
to the British Empire. It is the. en-
tire situation in the stormy Pacific
that -determines the major policies of
American imperialism. Tor generations
the United States has cast its eyes
towards China and the Zast, preparing
to lay the foundations of ocmpire ac-
cross the Pacific.
ever before, the country with the
greatest forces of production in the
world seeks more outlets, when these
forces clamour for expanded markets
and fields for investment, the Ameri-
can capitalists see themsclves frus-
trated by Japan. Short of actual war,
United States diplomacy has done
everything possible to hinder and
thwart the Japanesc. In the most ‘re-
cent period loans and suppiies have
gone to Chiang ¥ai-shek to encourage
his resistance to the Jppanese war
lords. The cancellation of the trade
agresment was a clear threat of a conm-
plete embargzo against  any trade with
Japan. 5o largely dependent is Japan
on Amcrica for her raw materials and

%0 transport men and

“bases, including

How, when more than

for her markets . that such an embargo

zoul@ dnd- tor $3rdnrls -Jaranese econo-

my. For that very reason it would re-
sult in the briefest time in open hos-
tilities. ‘ '

AMERICAN AND JAPAWESE RIVALRY

The preparations for the coming war in
the Pacific have made of that ocean a
tremendous battlefield. Teverishly
the United States prepares defences
along the route over which it expects
supplies. The
dotted with airplane
Midway and Wake Is-
lands on the direct route to Japan and -
to the Philippines. The myth of Fhil-
ippine independence will be quickly
dispelled the moment hostilities com-
mence. The discussion over the fort-
ification of Guam has to do not in the

Pacific is now

'slightest with any ' opposition -to the

oncoming war; but with a difference in
Judgment as to whether Japan would
pernit its fortifying without at once
acting to seoize it as well as the
Philippines, or as to whether once
fortified, it could be -defended - from
attack. The Panama Canal haz vast
strategic importance for war purposes.
Hence the vast sums allocated to its
defence. But since Panama cannot be
safely wused to pass through battle-
shipg of forty-five thousand tons,
shortly to become commonplace, prepar-
ations are under way for building a
new and wider canal through Nicaragua.

But as was stated, the United Utates

‘lacks the greatest essential of all %o

conduct war against Japan for the con-
guest of vast spoils. In the Far Last
she has no main bases without which a
navy would bc helpless. DBecause Eng=-
land neéeds United States holp in Bur-
ope, as well as in Asia, Singapore,
perhaps Hongkong, may go to the United
States. For that very reason Japan
would like to seize these bases before
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they can fall into the hands.of Amer-
'ica.'The,temptation for her to swallow
“the Dutch Bast. Indies is therefore all
- the greater. Fearful that Japan would
act in Blitzkrieg fashion with respect
to this rich plum,Roosevelt dispatched
the entire fleet post-haste to Hawaii,
and perhaps also to Guam, to act as a
_Pacific VMaginot Line against any Jap-
anese fleet movement. It seems fairly
certain that war will result in this
~ fundamental imperialist. clash of in-
terests if either!.fleet moves kowatds
seizure.of the Dutch - eastern empire.
Perhaps the only declaration of  war
'will have been Hull's warning %o Japan
$0 keep hands off.

STALIN'S ROLE

- The United States has made little pre-
tense- of being neutral in the sécond
~ imperialist World War. Her imperial-
v jn the Pacific bring her
* gemporarily together with Tngland on
_the world arena. TFor that reason Ger-
‘Many, anxious lest America enter the
Buropean struggle quickly and weigh
‘the scales in favour of the Allies,
encourages Japan  to take the Dutch
" past Indies. That woqld,keep America
too busy to exert a preponderant in-
“ fluence in Eurépe."ﬂitler““has also
" attempted to act as the broker between
Russia and Japan. Stalin “would not
‘mind seeing Japan involved in war with
" the United States since Japan could
 not then attack Siberia. It is an in-
teresting speculation. whether Stalin
would not try to play ‘the same role in
a war of the Pacific that he played in
Furope; namely, .giving Japan .assur-
ance of benevolent nuetrality. Cer-
tainly without such assurance the Jap-
anese militarists would hesitate to
become involved in war with the United
States. The war in China .-has. tended
also to exhaust Japan economically. It
is doubtful therefore whether the Mik-
ado's generals would dare to take the

‘now take the

- millioned nationalist movement
- in the Dutch colonies.
. f4rst World War this - movement was -not

-riék,oﬁ immediate War f&éﬁi&ihg to an-

~nex the Dutch East_Indies,}considering

that the United Otates will probably

initiative for such an-

nexation herself, The situation may

- thus develop a - temporary -"stalemate"
~as on the Western . Front’ before . the
“Wreal" war opened. . ' R

What then of the Duteh East Indies? -
There is one factor that the imperial-
ists do not take into account: ..the
natives of the Indies. A strong many-
exists
“Just after-the
ut

only proletarian in composition,

it was in close alliance with the com-'

mmist movement. A Communist Party was
organised in.Java in 1919, before that
of the United States. In January of
1927 there occurred an uprising under
the leadership of the Red Proletarian
League. The revolt  was put down with
bloody suppression and several hundred
leaders were deported to the wilder-
ness.in New  Guinea. Since then ‘the

nationalist movement . has taken the

road of reformism. It is, ‘however,
closely in .touch with the Hindu nat-
jonalist movement, Sending delegates
to the :Ilindu Congress. It was closely

" in. touch with the Chinese nationalist
. movement in the revolutionary,phase‘of

its development.. The first “Vorld War
saw the tremendous growth of the East
Indian nationalist movement. The Sec-
ond World War will have a similar in-
fluence, particularly in view of the
threat made by both Japan and America
to establish domination over these

colonies in place of _the Dutch. It is

to be cxpccted that the compact popul-

“ation of Java (with as many people as

England or France) with a proletariat,
fearfully ocxploited, organised ‘into
tradec uniéns  of considerable power,
and with a nationalist movement, one
wing of which domands complete inde-

pendenco, will not remain quieSCent
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under new threats of enslavemont. A
movement towards independence, for
throwing off the imperialist yoke, in
any section of the Tar Bast, will have
profound repercussions everywhere else
in the colonies. This is.the factor
that the imperialists will have to
take into account before their war for
spoils is over. The imperialists who
hope to profit in the break-up of
Znglish, French, Dutch empires, “will

- . ”! y
Tallin's

Over a long period ‘orkers Internat-
jonsl News has doscribed the role of
the Communist Party as that of a pup-
pet controlled by 3talin and the Sov-
jet bureaucracy. Honth after nonth we
‘have traced the comnection between the
. foreign policy of the Joviet Govern-
ment and the propaganda of its British
agency. Sometimes this connection has
been clear, as at the beginning of the
‘war when the "line"™ had to be very
hastily changed to come into agreement
with the Soviet-German Pact; at other
‘times it has been covered over by all
-thie wiles of a well-trained political
‘1éadership accustomed to- finding just-
ificéation for its unprincipled zig-
"zags in the rcalities" of the sib-
uation. : S

-There is no lack of clarity, however,
in the latest adwenture of the Xing
Btreet leadership. The Nine Point
Prograume incident reyvoaled a more
vpen uznd obvious link with iloscow than
almost any of the previous "lines."
The - deepening of the world crisis
gives an apileptic nnd agitated chara-
cter not only to capitalist diplomacy,
but alse to that of the Sovict bureau-
eracy. The more desperate the rulers
are the less "polish" do they 'apply to

the workers in the

Have first of all to prolong their war
into onc of suppression of vast colon~
ial reyvolts. This will be no easy
task, particularly if +the working
class movement at home revives in one
or more of the great capitalist coun-
tries in Furope, or in the United

States. A Tevolt in the colonies
would aid in bringing such a Tevival,

particularly in the defeated imperial-
ist countries.

IRl
l’d}‘) L

their trickery.

The Wine Point Programme first saw the
light of day in the  DAILY WORKER of
July 22 ond consisted of the demand
for 2 "Pooples' Government! which
would put into operation a programme
that included the nationalisation of
thoe mesns of production, the arming of
factories and the
setting up of workers' control com-
mittees.

This ninc point baby was ushered into
the world amidst the scenes of tremen-
dous enthusiasm. The former "friends"
agd fellow travellers of the Communist
Party were enthusinstic about the re-
turn to a “Peoples' Front;" the milit-

ant rank and file members were enthus-

iastic about demands which had some

clement of socialism in them. Mass
meetings were arranged  throughout
Britain and Jarry Pollitt, staging a

come-back after his period of disgrace
addressed 3,000 people at'a London
rally and was given the ovation of a
rgturning hero..

Fofitﬁelve days this oontinued and
¢vary other day the WORKER devoted a
spucial article to one or another of
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the nine demands.

But suddenly on July 5 there was sil-
ence. The programme ceased to appear
point by point. Not another mceting
was hold to press for its operation.
Not a word has becen whispered from
that day to this about the nationalis-
ation of the means of production, ‘the
arming of the workers or the
tion of workers' control comnmittees.
Instead, we have had a return to the
old formula  "Chamberlain Iust Go"
and a whole campaign %o prove that  the
"Men of lunich" are responsible -for

. practically every vilatnny on the face
. of the’ :carth.

why this sudden
w1thbr—
4.0 an-

The questlon arisasﬁ—
blossoning and equally sudden-
ing of a political programme?

- swer this question it is necessary to

note what was happening in the inter-
national sphere during the . per;od in
question and particularly what was
taking place
betwben the USSR and Brltaln.

- In the flrot place, francb and ﬁrltaxn
- had just suifered a staggering millt-,

ary defeat. The whole relatlonship of
forces on the Continent was in process
of being altered.
lock  between the capitalist armiee

which Stalin had hoped for had proved,ﬁ
- evexy
chance - of france being utterly defeat- .

40 be an  illusion. Thére was
ed and no Continental army left to op-
pose the might of Germany in the West,
Only Br1taln rcmalncd to d1Vert at
least -some part of this mllltarJ mach-
- ine from Russia. Clearly it was in
‘Stalin's. interest to prolong ' the
struggle. The British rulers for their
part, realiscd that the only possible
effective ally they could hope for was
Russia. Negotiations were .set afaot
for the resumption of '"trade talks,"
After a fecble display of "unwilling-
ness" on hoth sides, Sir Stafford

~unsatisfactory. :
‘Stalin laid down conditions for help-
forma~ -

‘The old weapon of threats

. British campaign

" in the d1plomat1c field

The prolonged dead= .

Cripps was sent off to Moscow ag %rlt—
ish . )Ambassador on June 6. '

On'June.14-Cripps had a long talk with
lolotov, no details of which were is-
sued to the press. But judging by the
cvents that followed the results were
. In all probability

ing Britain which went beyong the
price the British Government was wlll—
ing to pay.

was there-~
forc resorted to and a violently anti-
ensued. Mcanm
while Paris was handed over to the
Germans. Henaud resigned . on June 16
and his successor, Petain, lost little

‘time in calling for an armistice. And
~in Britain the Communist Party nine

point campaign was launched on June 22

The fact that these threats coincided
with the:. collapse of France strength-
ened Stalin's hand enormously. Dritain
must have realised this. and agrecd to
otalln‘  terms.. After a . preliminary
lntbrv1ew with Kallnln ‘on June 28,

Cripps achleVQd the VLry §Tare, if
doubtful honour of an 1ntervlew with
Stalin himself on July 1st. It was
three days after this interview that
the DAILY WORKER received the order to

.stop printing the Nine Point Prog-

ramme. The gocialist grimaces made by :
Pollitt,; Rust and others had scrved !
their purpose. :

From that time the Communist Party of
this country has contented itself with
damandlng ‘that Chamberlain must go;
and Cripps in Hoscow has continued his
talks with Lozovsky' and other ropre-
sentatives of: the uOVlet bureaucracy.
Worcover tension between the USSR and
Germany is reported to have become in-
tensified and a regular campaigm of
threats and extortions is being waged
by both countries to win the various
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Balkan Tulers o their side. the sbranglehold of Stalinism. 3But
B ' the international proletariat must

The excuse of the individusl members
of the Communist Party for this oppor-
tunistic and cynical behavious on the
part of the leadership is that thesc

actions are justified in the defence
of the Soviet Union. : ' '

The TFourth Internationalists have
never excluded the : possibility of an
alliance of the USSR with an imperial-
ist state or with one¢ imperialist com-
bination against another. Under exis-
ting circumstances such an alliance
becomes dire necessity. The intcrnat-

ional proletariat will -defend uncon-—

ditionally the workers' state desplte

1

cnoeur U

In'l953 Trotsky _sought, by means of
articles and letters, to arrive at an
undérstanding with the leaders of the

ILP. At that period our criticisms of
the Comintern anpeared %o these lead—
ers to be. "preconomlved" and "faction-
ally" and even "personally" motivated.
A5 & substltute for p011+1ca1 eriti-
cism and discussion of our programme,.
the -theoretical leaders of the 1Lp
preferred to regard the "“rotSAquts”
ag a target for their shafts of fecble
wit. We were designated  among other
things "splitters", "Jjarring sects -
each of which ~thinks that the other
has got a .comma wrong," etc. e con-
tinued our discussions on the princip-

les of internationalism and the cons-
equéent dewsnds of political agtion ,

realising that these were absolutely

essential if we were to gurvive the

{mpacts of war. Today the forces

which previously issued separate pub-

licationg are united in common

struggle. And what of the sages
t.Bride Street?

of

under all circumstances safeguord its
complete political 1ndependence from
Sovict diplomacy and thereby from the
Soviet - buroaucrucy. Thus  the
unvlvldmb proletarian opposition to
any imperialist ally of the USSR shall
not be impeded. The pOlle of the
proletarinan party in an M"allied" as |
weIl as in an enemy imperialist coun-
try must always be directed towards
the : revolutionary overthrow of the
ruling class and the seizure of power.
Only in this way can a real alliance
with the USSR be created and the first
workers state prevented from being
converted into a c¢olony of imperialism.-

}”’/1 : i
Wﬂ r

ILP CﬁAIRMAN SUvDORmS ”HE WAR

_—-

In adOptlnv thg stand of opp031tlon to
the Second World Var, many self-styled
ndefeatists" .. in  this country  based.
their politics ‘on. the supposed invul-

nerability of the Allied military de-
fences. They have consequently varied
their politics to accord with the mil-
itary situation in Jurope. Among these
people we are not at all surprised to
find Dr. C. A. Smith, Chairman of the
ILP, who has now discovered that Marx-—
ism has no ‘meaning 'in a  Britain
threatened by  ‘Hitler. Overnight C.A.
Smith discovers that the right to pos-
ess radios and +to publish the NEW
LEADER, are not '"chains" but the salve

which make the chains bearable, and
must thcrefore be defended. ‘
The struggle for - "democracy" in time -

of war signifies above all, the strug-"
gte for the presarvation of the work-
ers press and of workers organisations
against military censorship and milit-
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ary authority. On the basis of these
tasks the revolutionary vanguard secks
a united front with other working

class organisations - AGAINST ITS OWN
GOVERNMENT - but in no case does a

genuine revolutionary support his nat-
jonal imperialism for the sake of ' a
fragile democratic shell! .

There is nothing new in these argu-
ments advanced by C.A.Smith. They were
advanced at the beginning of the war
in pamphlet form by Harry Pollitt and
Professor Laski, both of whom share
with Dr.Smith, cynical contempt for
the working class. ' '

~_CONFUSION AND DESPAIR

An unbridgable chasm separates the ILP
leaders, Maxton and C.A.Smith, which
in turn divides and disorients the en-
tiry party membership. Confusion, des-
pair, hopelessness reign within the
ranks of the ILP. Tn LEFT, one ang=
uished member goes so far as to write:
vSince April a significant proportion
of those Socialists who had previously
opposed the war have changed their at-
tituds... The important question for

a Socialist Party is not the actions
of its individual members with regard

to National Defence, but its poliey -

for increasing the self-confidencey
the organisational strength and  So-
cialist conviction of the workers...
so let us not have recriminations and
splits over matters which, though ac-
utely important individually, are not
of first importance to a Socialist
Party as such."

Penner Brockway hastens to prepare a
dish which will cause the least offen-
ce to the political palates of defen-
cist and defeatist ILPers alike. The
result is an abomination in which con-
fusion and contradiction are the only
recognisable ingredients.

11
. BROCKWAY'S PROGRANMME

Basing h;s programme on an article in
the patriotic, bourgeois WEW STATESMAN
AND NATION, Fenner Brockway writes:

"If Britain is to assume the leader-
ship in the European revolution, Brit-
ain itself must undergo a social tran-
sformation more drastic than those who
are now turning to this strategy rec-
ognise." He goes on in a programmatic
statement to demand that wecalth -must
be . conscripted, the national income
must be '"pooled" and redistributed.
"This would be social equality. It
would ‘make Britain and its wealth our
courtry." And who is to undertake this
task? Not a word! And by what means?
Brockway has a solution: the "Emer-

gency Powers" must be used for this

purpose! S

But worse is to follow. There rewains
the "Furopean revolution" to organise.
Here the Political Secretary. gxcels
himgelf. "ye need,"” he declares, iF:
new Department of State - the Depart-
ment for the Juropean raVo}ution - and

it should be manned by those . refugees
who have for years been -actually en-
gaged in preparing for the  revolution
against Nazism.” 'The social character
of the "revolution" to be organised by
the "Department of gtate" is left a
1ittle obscure, but in order that we

shall have no illusions,that a social-
~ jagt revolution is .cqqtemplatad, Mr.

Brockway hastens to assure us that the
nanti-Vazi" refugees he has in mnind
are the social patriotic vallies" of
the DBritish covernment. Nowhere .is
even an attempt made, in the two arti-
cles under discussion, to analyse the
social composition of ®Britain and
Furope in order to determine the class
character of ‘the social transformation
and to give a directive for action %o
the masses. In attenpting at one and
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the gsame time to act as attorney for
the pac1flst uaxton, and the -social-
patriotic Smith, Brockway could = pro-

duce no other Tesult than the ridicul-.

ous articles which appeared in the NEW

LEZADER, July 11th and 18th edltlons.~,‘

Such is the confused position of the

ILP today. With = the impotence of its
senile leadership fully revealed . by
the. impact of events,_ we are seen to
be fully Jjustified in our character-
isation of -this party .as "an associa-
tion of = squeezed - lemons.” Swayed by
every breeze that blows, how can these
vacillating centrists give a lead to
the magses? Completely incapable of
formulatlng a policy, let alone a pro~
grammg, they can lead their followers
only to disaster.

THE ILP AND THE LABOUR PARTY

Trotsky wrote in- 1935 "It remalns a
fact that for every revolut1onary or-
ganisation in dn&land its attitude to
the masses and to the class is almost
coincident with 1ts attitude towards
he Labour Party, which bases itself
upon the Trade Unions." The political
insolvency of the ILP is most clearly
revealed in its attitude towards the
official Labour Party. We will not at
‘ghis stage debate the 1932 split, but
‘the actions of the ILP leaders since
that time prove beyond a doubt their
inability to learn from history and to
understand nolltlcal auvelopmunt.

Durlng this period they fullcd to at-
tract. even an appreciable minority of
the advanced workers to the programme
which they counterposed to that of the
Transport House Traitors. This fail-
uare was not accidental. It signified
‘that the wave of militancy that had

swept the Labour Party into power was
receding into apathy, passivity and
reaction. At this stage Messrs.Brock-
way and Co. commenced a flirtation

by the workcrs, in spite
‘that they arc accompanied by.the canc-

‘rights and  privilegées. The

A simple progrémme

with the dlscredlted Comintern instead
of returnlng to the mass organisations
to attract the advanced workers who
were becoming disillusioned with the
bétrayal of the Labour Party deader-
ship to a-Tevolutionary programme.

Today isolation and impotence are the
fruitsimof this folly. Towards the
burcaucratlc fakers of Transport House
the ILP press adopts a. conciliatory
attitude; towards affiliation to the
Labour Party, a sectarian attitude is
adopted. A complete contradiction is
apparent here, and as a consequence,
they arc incapable of giving a direct~
ive to the masses on the attitude to
be adopted towards the Labour Party at
the present period, and to expose the
reactionary Lole of the Labour :arty
leadershlp.

ff LABOU? MUST TAKE POVER

The majority of the organised workers
today retain their faith in the labour
leaders. Though inclined to be scep-
tical " when "r.Churchill defincs the
imperialist conflict as a war for
vfreedom", they are reassured when Mr.

Attlee reiterates the altruistic mot-

ives for Britain's partlclnatlon. A%

the request of Herbyrt Morrison the
workers "go to it." Ernmest Bevin's
promises of restoration are believed
of the fact

e¢llation of deémocratic and trade wnion
~ foremost
task.is the cducation of the masses by
the exposure of these  scoundrels and
their role as the political police of
the bourgeoisie in the ranks of the
proletarlat._v

must be posed be-
fore the masses on the basis of which
nust rise tre  demand for Labour to
take power. The bourgcoisie has no
"mational interests." - Only the pres-
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ervation of privatec ‘property and the Independonce for Ircland, India, Pal-
waging of a nrbdatory imperialist war  ¢stine and frecdom for all colonial

are its motivating forces. iaced with

the same choicc as Renaud and Petain, -

proletarian  revolution or Hitler -
Churchill, Chamberlain  and Co. will
follow the same course.

The workers nust take over the nations

wealth. Only they - can defund . it ag-
ainst Iitler. A workers' government

must. take control and give fruedom to
the workers at home and the colonial
peoples in the Tmpire. Only the armcd
workers controlled by their own. dbmo~
crat1ca11J ulbctbd militia ColittcLS,
pan  defend the towns and cities
"street. by s ract,‘ housec by house."
But cven then, vlthout support in the
ranks of the 1nva‘1n army, the cffec-
tiveness of such. action-is limited.
The- final weapon rests in the arscnal
ox,thc, prolptarlat.,_*nlb Wpanon s
the authority to-call for pzace over
the heads of thq‘ﬁazi,bureaucracy to
the znslaved toilers on the: basis of a
Socialist mited Statces of Hurope..
Ol TRANTCITIONAL PROGRA'CE

Condunoed into slogans, our - programme
on which we demand that Labour shall
take power, reads:

Nationalisation of the banks, large
indus trics, transport and mlnLS‘ WLth-
out cambgnsatlon. ' )

Repeal of all anti-working cldss lege
1slatlon the Trades Disputc,PRovent-

don of V1olcncg ~and the Dmorgency
Powers  fcta. F‘lﬁ'Sm of all anti-
fascist prisoncrs: ang internces and

thb imprisonment -of all known sympa-
thlgbr“ of fadClSm.

.ons.
take thls road, for this is the -
pondent  Toad |
'thcsu'lﬁadcrs are
“JhCulS of oanltdllsm.'

'mhuu will dnothbr

.remains only onc

peoples in the Empires of the. "AlliesY

Thu workers to be armed in mllltlaé
under the control : of dbmocratlcally
elected factory and strect committees.

The police force to be dissolved into
the workers' militias. -
A socialist ‘appeal’ to the toilers im
all +the- belllvercnt coimtries - “for

phace vifhout amexations 67 indemnit-
ics°‘ for’ couploto co-opcratlon in the
bulldlng of‘a’ Socialist United 'States
of “uropé.

NO PmACb 'ITHOU” QOCIALISm
In the advocacy of this programme the
rolc of the labour leaders will be

fully exposed. - It must be stated un-
uqulvocally that the Attlces, Torris-
and Bevins will not and cannot
‘inde-
.of ‘the proletariat and
ulud to thw chariot-

tas‘v in thp devel-
on ont; of the class COHSClOuoanb of
tuuiworkpr be reached. The resistance
of the labour leaders to these demands

‘or alturnately, their refusal to oper-

atc this programme in the event of
TLabour boing forced to take powér by
the pressurce of the masses, will be of

sufficient evidence to the organiscd
workcrg of the correctness of the

Yarxian policy. They will draw the
onlj possible conclusions - that there
course¢ to pursue in
order to achicve salvation - prolctar-
ian insurrection:led by a revolution-
ary party.



Harte was killed during the attack om
Trotsky's house, May 24th, or shortly
after, it may be concluded from the
police medical examination of the body
the results of which were made public
today.

Two bullets fired into his head from a

.38 calibre revolver, one of which had
penetrated from behind the right ear
through the opposite side of the head,
had eended the 25 year old boy's life.
The attempt of his murderers to make
impossible his identification, = by
burying the body covered with quick-
lime, was frustrated because the lime
was of such poor quality that it fail-
ed of its purpose. :

The hedical report set tentatively May

25th as the day on which young - Uarte
was probably murdered - that is, the
day after the attack on the Trotsky

household. But competent medical auth-
ority makes clear that a body examined
after a month of decomposition cannot

be placed with accuracy with a day of

its death, and the more probable hypo-
thesis which fits in with the known
facts is that he was killed during the
attack on the house,  or blackjacked,
.carried into one of the four cars used
by the assailants, killed along the

road and then buried where he was
found. '

HOW THEY GOT IN

Harte fell into the hands of his mur-
derers in one of two possible ways.
One of the police whom Harte knew as
assigned to guard the household and
who was in league with the assailants
may have persuaded Harte +to open the
door on some pretext, and behind the
policeman rushed in the assailants. Or
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MZZICO CITY, June 28 - Robert Sheldon  the assailants had found a certain

weakness in the surrounding wall which
enabled a skilful attacker to get in
and strike farte from behind

The third possibility, which the pol-
jce had entertained and which was bol-
stered by confessions of those who
have been arrested, is now destroyed
by the finding of his body.

GPU DISCOURAGED SEARCH

It must be said +that the GPU and its
friends had done their job well. 5o
successfully had they propagated the
jdea that young Harte was an agent of
the GPU who had now fled the country,
that the police investigators were
seeking some word of him in Guatemala
or in the United States - anywhere ex-
cept the short distance from the Trot-
sky household where he was actually
found. That was precisely the purpose
of the GPU-spread slander against the

boy -~ to discourage any search for his

body.

It was not in a search for it that the
body was found. It was found while the
police were searching for the police

uniforms and arms used by the attack-
ers.

The ill-kept farmhouse in whose cellar
Sheldon Harte was found buried came
under the  scrutiny of the  police in
two ways. Neighbours reported seeing
some men living there for a few days
who had left on May 24th, the day of
the attack on Trotsky. As the plot
was gradually unfolded it was revealed
that the GPU band had rented practic-
ally every house
bourhood of Trotsky's house!

As this picture became clear, the pol~-

e

in the whole neigh-
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_ 1cc proceeded to. examlne carefully evh
“ery -house in the area which night: have"

been used by the attackers in " their
consplracy° In the course of " this
systemagic. " work the farmhouse, not
very far from Coyoacan, was examlned

In the Callar a close examination dis-
covered a spot where the wecarth hed
been 1recently disturbed. It was a
likely place to hide arms and uniforms

thought the police, and they Dbegan -

digging. Soon they werc assailed by
the odour of a decaying human corpse.-.

Clothes and a lock of ‘hair from the
disinterred body were brought to the
Trotsky household. These were immed-
iately identified by two of . Sheldon
Harte's co-workers who showed police
in Sheldon's belongings an undershirt
identical to one from the body. His
co-workers were then taken to see "the
body and there could no longer be any
doubt - they knew him too well and his
distinctive features, including his

kinky red hair, were unmistakable.

But his father, Jesse Harte of New
York City, notified by wire. by his
' still hoped that the
‘body was not Sheldon's. Mr. IHarte
‘called Trotsky by long-distance tele-
‘phone; would Trotsky himself go see
‘the body? Troisky -agreed and went to
' the morgue; he had to tell the’ father';:
§there was no mistake. '

GPU GUILT ESTABLISHED

§ glght of those arrested have admltted :
" ‘thoir complicity. All of  these are
 Communist Party members or closcly as-
gsociated with - the C.P. About thirty
 implicated in the attempt, most of

them directly connected with . the Com-

~ munist Party, are under arrest; four

other Stalinists, identified by the

~ confessions as the leaders of the

armed “band, are fugitives and are

iSd-cdmplete 

- and Iumis Matcos

being sought together with a numbéf §f‘
foreign agents of the GIU, who. also
took nart.qv ' )

~All the men 1nvolved “had been 1n the

Stalinist arned forces in Loyallst
Spain.

was the case made by the
Mexican policc, and so damning the ad-
missions of the five Stalinists, that
even BL POPULAR, Lombardo Toledano's

paper was constrained  to publish an
. account which conceded that the per-

petrators of the crime had been found.
Toledano, head of the CTM (Mexican

Federation of orkers) has been the

front for the OStalinist . campaign ag-
ainst Trotsky, until now had violently

- proclaimed otallnlst 1nnoconce ‘of the

crime.

The arrested men have - named 'as the
leaders of the armed band David Alfaro
Siqueiros, his brother Jesus; Antonio
Pujol, Juan Zuniga Camacho - all fig-
urcs known for many years as Stalin-
ists -~ men who were in the Stalinist

.apparatus in Loyalist Spain. =

"David Alfdro 3iqueiros, Mexican paint-

er, a Stalinist for more than fifteen
years, a '"colopel" in the O5talinist
forces in Loyalist Spain and president

. of the Union of HMexican ex4Combatants

in Spain, has been: 1dent1fled as . the
lcader of the armed attack.

The Stallnlst party is now engagcd in
frantically dissociating itself from
the four men implicated, but it can-
not. In addition the facts already
known have  implicated David Serrano
YMartincz, both well
known C.P. menbers, the former being a
member of its Central Committee and
the latter a figure among the teach-

“ers. Still further clues are now

pointing to the higher-ups from whom
Siqueiros and his men took their ord-

.ers - foreign officials of the GPU~
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From now on the investigation takes on
darker hues. It is no longer a ques-—
tion of an attempted assassination of
Leon Trotsky. Now, in addition; it is
" the story of how the GPU ruthlessly

hands of the GPU.
various '
Trotsky's secretaries have been shot
or assassinated by the mercenary ag-

ents of the Stalinist ‘machine. These

names were: M.Glasman, G.3Butov, "Y.

In recent years in
countries “seven other of

murdered Leon Trotsky's secretar

Robert Sheldon Harte. Y o I Blumkin,, N, Sermuks, I. Poznasky,R.Klem—
o ent, E.7olf -  to this list must now
This is not the first of Trotsky's

secretaries who has fallen at the

be added R.Sheldon Harte.
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