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AMERICAN LABOUR
AND THE ELECT IONS

By FARRELL DOBBS

Histery is made daily now, if not
hourly. Yesterday great battlos were
fought for z fow milus of territory;
today a battle is for the conguest of
military
powers are reduced in a few days to
the role of a pawn. Political regimes

beat their breasts in defiance one day
only to collapsc the nexts The rotten

structure . of - ‘capitalistic socicty
stands completely oxposed before the
cyes of the world working class. And
with it the political quackery of the
misleaders in the ranks of labour. The
"middlc way" has gone with the German
conquests of Depmark and Norway. The
fatal policy of working class support
to ”domocratio" capitalism has brought
the French workers new lcgions of dea
and 2 totalitarian rcgime.

In the midst of these cvents the work-
ers of the United States prepare to
vnts for ~ a president to hold office
during the noxt four years - four
years ~which are pregnant with such
cvents as would surpass the happenings
of 400 earlicr ycars. But the politi-
cal policies of the officialdom of the

~tradc union movement remain unchanged

They have 1wrm.d,noth1ng°

The AFL (Craft Unions) has proclaimed
neutrality in the c¢lection czmpaign;
it takes no -official position. The
individual officers are frec to back
whombvur they. choose. Hillman, Murray,

nnedy; Thomas, and others of the CIO
(Industrlql Unions) have dcclarcd for
"friend" Roosevelt, as have the bulk
of AFL 1leaders. Dubinsky is in the
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Roosevelst camp but no longer in the
CIC. A few "rebels' are for "friend™
Willkie. John L. Lewis has attacked

Roosevelt, defended Hoover, told the
Republicans how they could be a '"party
of the people" and ballyhooed for
Wheeler, representative of the copper
trust, proposing him as a Democratic
candidate and material for a third
party leader. 3Both the AFL and the
CIO have solemnly presented proposals
for +the Republican and Democratic
platforms.

The very mention of the idea of an in-
dependent  labtour party frightens the
wits out of these pro-Roosevelt Paul
Reveres who are dashing madly wup and
down the country-side, shouting "The

Republicans arc coming." John L.Lowis
has not as yet indicated whom he will
support, nor has he evidenced any
thouzht of independent working class
political . action (his white hope,
Whecler went back to Roosevelt in

Chicago). “here
hostility to the
labour party, there is

there is not outright
proposal to form a
widespread in-

crtia on the question. It is some-
times argued that the +trade uniocns
have gotten “along without’.'a labour
party in the past-so  there can - be no
practical reasons for gotting heated
{up about it now. But the. problem is

"not 4s simplc as that. Tt is nececssary
" to examine the conditions of . the pest
"and the problems of the vrésant buforo
'ﬂaklng a d’Clb’On- »

WHY NO LABOUR PARTY EFORE
Samucl Gompers carved the first unit
'lof the AFL out of the most ‘highly

skilled trades. growth thoreafier
was oonfim,a9 in the wain, -t these
narrow and select ficlds. The later

inclusicn of the miners and the ncedle
trades workers as unions embracing al-
most all workers in a mass production
industry were exceptions to the rule.

¥nights

The AFL has never at any time repre-
gented more than & small fraction of
the industrial workers. There has al-
ways existed as the backbone of the
AFL a skilled group of workers capable
of commanding above-average wages and
most generally able to control the
labour market in their trade.
The AFL, Jealous of its privileged
position, has always been quick to re-
sist fiercely any attempt at addition-
al orgenisation by a non-AFL union.
This gave the comployers an excellint
stop-gap against broad mass organisa-
tion. They could make concessions to
this small minority and compensate for
the outlay at the expense of the great
majority which thus remained unorgan-
ised. The final struggle  of the
of Labour, the activities of
the Anarchsiss, the rise of the IWW,
all helped to give the bosses an oxtra
1 towards cooperation with the AFL.

American capitalism was able until re-
cently to afford certain  concessions
toe the trade anions without seriously
impairing its profits. It was then
motivqtod both by the nocessity of

elf protection and the ability to
ﬂ”hp small COHLVSUIOHQ- Then, as now,
the p011t1c1uns of the Democratic and

Rebublican parties votcd and acted ac-
cording to the dictates of the corpor-
ations and the banks. It is not dif-
ficult %o undorstand” how, under these

“conditions, Compers was able to out-
law independent working class politi-

cal action ‘and establish the theory
that the trade unions have “friends"

amon‘ the politicians of the employer-
controllo 2d polltlcql parties.

Capitalism still is znd will continue
to be motivated by .the nccessity of
protection against the organised work-
crs. Butb the AFL can no longexr play
its former role. It has been partially
tragnsformed in itself, And alongside
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precparctions  for war. o mgﬁtéff
whether a Roosevelt, a Willkie ,or _any
other capitalist politician is 1n the

White House, this
gramme. They all have one plan  for

the workers - regimentation in  indus-
try and combat service in the military
machine. The plan is of coursc. sugar-
coated so that the gullible among the
trade union- lecaders. will swallow it
quicker. Many of these = lcaders
szize upon the "defence programme" as
an alibi for a welcome escape from
dircet struggle against the bosscs..

The industrial wnions, Jjust as the
craft unions, have %been unable to
solee all the workers' problems. The
need for political action grows sharp-
er. It is true that the businecss in-
dex has boen hesitatingly working its
way upward, espccially since the war
started. This has momentarily made
the problem of workers' political ac-
tion less acute. But this is only
momentary. Ameriecan capitalism  is
strong,  but its contradictions are

stronger.

The trade unions arc reccding more and

more into purely defensive activity.
Under these circumstances . they will
losé  members and Dbecome weaker. The
treasurics will grow slimmer. The
bigger, but the means
smaller. The leadership will become
even morc disoricnted; the rank and
file more dissatisfied. The situation
will be worse for the CIO thaan for the
APL. The APL will be more capable of
resistance because of its aristocratic
base., It will have less opposition
than the CIO which, with its broad
base among the mass production workers
will meet head-on resistance from  the
corporations. A much wore onorgetic
policy is possible in the direct
struggle against the employers, but
even with the most militant leader-
ship, trade union action alonc is not
adequate. o

will be the pro-

Cven.

‘frankly that the
“the Socialist
‘kcpt abreast of the radicalisation of

A% prescnt the bést medium for
D
&

As the trade wunions become  more and
more awarc of their inability to cope
with 211 the problems of the workers; -
they are pushed toward the road of
political action whlch is a generalis-
ation of ‘economic - action. Political
action generaliscs the nceds of the:
workers and directs the struggle not
against individual bosses or groups of
bosses, but against the cmployers as a

whole *  through their apparatus  of
state. Despitc all the official oppo-
sition and inertia on the question,

the objective neccessity for a waorking

class political party is present. The
political channel must be developed if

the © class struggle is not to . be

crushed. '

WHY WE WANT A LABOUR PARTY

The Socialist Workers Party of’Amerioa
prescents the programme for the:' funda-
mental solution of the problems .of the
working class. It welcomes all workers
into its ranks. - But it must bei-stated
“numerical - grawth of
Workers Party has not
of the workers. It
doecs not as yot have sufficient auth-
ority in thc general labour .. move-
ment to attract o mass following. This
is not wnnatural. The “prozramme of

the broad mass

the SYP is based on a coreful anelysis

of the capitalist systeu, the  inter-

national experience of - the  working
class in bringing about a socizlist
socliety. It is a party of advanced

political thought. Many of the trade
union militants have found their way
into our ranks. The great mass of . the
workers, ‘however, are lcarning mainly
by actual cxpericnce. They have passed
through ~the first stage of their
troining in  the trade unions. It is
now necessary for them to cnter nac-
tively into the political arena.

“this

nolitical education-is an  indcpendent
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it’'stonds the CI0,  just =s  powerful,
if not more powcrful, than the AFL.
Further, capitalism finds itsclf léss
ond less capable of making conccessions
even ‘to skilled minoritics.  Thosec
trad» unicon leaders who continue to
°dhure to the Gompors political policy
do sgo bbCOubu "that's the WAy Grezndpaw
4id it." They 4o not have 2 policy
based on prosent day conditions.  The
majority of the OfflClﬂluOhg “both AFL
and CIO, falls in this category.
repcat the originnl sin of subordinat-
ing the workers to th

rship of the bosscs without having

even the slender protext of the orig-
inators of .this policy.

VAT HAS HAPTENTI

HAPPENED SINCE 1929

A periodic cnpitalist crisis struck
like = thundorbolt in 1I929. The busi-
ness indox started on a,'iuzy descont
which took - throo - s half yenrs to
hit Dbottom. Roos >vv1t came 1nto of-
fice and undertook the job of patching
up the crlwnlu,“‘ as forced by the
SHVprlty of the. C;lblb to make certain
concegsions to labours  The  trade
union officialdom hailed him as a
Moses come to lzad  them out of the
wilderncss. But the workers rescted
by flocking into the uniong .nd press—
ing for dircct zotion agninst the em-
ployers. This pressure from the nass
produhtlon workers soon broke through
the .shell of aristocratic AFD and
the industrial unions of the CIO we

the

formed.

”1llt“nt3J pushing the fight against
the corporations, the CIO workers
rolled up impressive victories.  The
CIO enjoyed ~ phenominal growth. Cap-
italism was forced +to make concesgions
one after another. But the CI0 cam~
paign wus less than o year old - when
the buolnyss index vin hit the skzids,

dropping back as far in nine nonths as
it had in two 2nd a half years during

‘half years of

'Th@y'

¢. politicnl lead-~

the decline. The four and .
"Roosevelt nroopbrlty"
based  moinly on a movement
industry,
itself.

previous
could no longer =sustain

leadership was  frightencd by
the militancy of the rank and - {ile.
The workers had already bexn led -
'Little Stecl™ - into =2
in an z2ttempt by the leaders to
stitute dependence on- "friendly"
iticians for . trade union action

The CIO

sub—

in a

strike. “fhe .leadership welcomed the
new crisis as an opportunity for then
to move openly to curb strikes. '
The mass production workers brought.
problens into . the CI0 . which demanded
action on the:political front. The
direct fight against the bosses, nec-
cesary as it was, could not alone nro-
vide an adequate solution. Sentiment
grew for dindependent working class.
political action. Labour's Non-FParti=
san League was formed by the CIO. It
not permitted, however, to be any-.

2ing more. than a |

of applying the old AFL political
policies.
The latest convulsions of capitalism

have crested - the  industrial unions.,
The AFL has albk grown. The combined
membership of the trade unicns is to-

day more than twice any previous fig-
ures. Capitsalism finds its contradic—

tions permancntly sharpencd. Yot the

caders: of this new union movement are
capablec of nothing better than to con-
tinue to look to the capitalists for
political. leadcrship. They  cannot
visualise the working class doing its

own pOllth“l thlnklng. -

HOW LABOUR ﬂACGD WiJ?wﬁl

The present pe rbpkcthb of capitalist
strategy is not based on a movement of
the light industriess it is based | on

of light.

in.
xv E‘V‘(\ dif‘_\a'ﬁ

streamlined nethod
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intercests in the Tar Last
the war against her German opponent at
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labour party bascd on the trade unions corporations.

- a wo?klng class political party I+t must bYe rcmembered that a trade
which will present its own candidates union which places reliance - upon the
from its own ranks for election. This political agents of the employer is

political ehannel will enable  the
workers to generalise their nceds and
mobilise  powerful forces for the
struggle to obtain concessions from
the bosses. Thesc demands will also

trecat with the needs of the unemployed -

and the deep laycrs of highly oppress-
ed workers who remain unorganised.
They will lend their weight to the

fight. Small farmers, merchants, pro-
fessional pcople and other middle

class clements will foliow the leader-
ship of the workers in such a politic-
al fight against the banks and the

B%‘M’FAEN HOL

Following  the capitulation. of the
Prench and Bolgian armics and the rout
of the British army on the continent,
the fatc of the cntire British empire,
and of the imperial country itsclf,
was in the melting pot. A mere threat
on the part of Japan was sufficient to
compel Dritain to stop the passage of
arms to China along the Purma Road and
loter, to withdraw the
British garrisons in Shanghai and Tien
gin in which latter district are £180C

. millions of Britain's Chincse . invest-

mcnts. This was eloquent  expression
of British imperialism's admission
that it could no long:r defend 1its
and conduct

the same timc. These unprecedented
events gave Japan a frec hand in China
and the Pacific so far as Britain was
concerned. '

Alaracd at these developments,
velt hastily summoned a Pan lucrican
ronferercs at Favera in order that the

"the prescnt time, the

to grab the
_the Western Hemisphere

’ Durlng these

Roose~ -

building a structure on quicksand. -

policy of independent working clasD
political action is -necessary at all
times.  We repeats an independent
labour party is not the fundamental
soluticn of the problems of the work-
ing class. If its creation is delayed
too long it might be an unnecessary,
even a backward, step. However, at
formation of a
labour party basod on the trade unions
is a progressive step. The Socialist
Workers Party of America will help to

craatc lt.
DS OUT

Central States could be
t1is predatory intcntions
‘furopean possessions in
likely to fall
under  the = domination of Germany.
Mutual agreement was reached on this
and other issues by the delegates but
not without resistance from Argentine

“Houthern and
informed of

and Brazil for in the latter state
alone British investments in January
1938 totalled £264,851,539 of  which
sum £160,428,664 was in Government

bonds. Hence their solicitude for Bri
tain's interests.

fateful days prominent
of the opinion that
be overcome by Germany

Amcricans were
Britain could

in 30 days and the head of the Hearst
newspaper  combine cynically opined
that Britair's war aims, whatever
their originel content, could not be
‘6ther than altruistic since she no

longer posscssced an  empire to dcfend.
Tor werc theése the only gestures of
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dcspair for Dritain  from across: the
Atlantic. The Ford and Packard -motor
companics wio had @ previously - becn
‘smacking their lips in anticipation of
vast orders from Prigain, rcfuscd most

bluntly to supply 6,000 Rolls Royce
acro engincs. President Rooscvelt,

fcaring that supplics
0il, aviation 3

of lubricating-
‘pi;it, and scrap metal
sent to Britain would by cither des—
troycd or oapturcd by ormany, pro-—
- claimcd an cxport umbargo on these vi-
tal commoditics, dhlch although mainly
dirscted agpainst Japan, was ncevertho-
less offected against Pritain.

As a further oxpression of the belict
that the dufeat of Britain was certain
was Australia's ambassadorial appoint-
ments to the USA and  Japan, and the

opuning up of "joint" defince talks
butween the Tnited States and Canada
independent of the mother country. And
coincident with these happenings was
thz occupation of Tangi-rs and the pro
nouncement of "pre~bolligorence” by
General Franco. . Fortugal, for long an
outpost of British impcrialism, hast-
¢ned to concludc - a trade agrcoment
- with her "pre~bel11 sorent! neighbour.

Rumania, in whose oil
the canital was owned by Anglo-Dutch
1nvestorb, suddenly, in her ‘hour of
gravest danger, and despite the vigor-
ous protests of London, docided to re-
nounce the British "guarantec™. of her
territorial integrity.

industry half

On August lst M.¥olotov delivered a
spcech on lussian forceign policy. Many
British ears listoncd hopefully for an
indication that =Ztalin, alarmed by
fHitler's successes - in furope, would
move towards an alliance with the de-
mocracics. Dut, while attempting to
hide the Tremlin's pro-ditler policy,
Molotov  dirccted his entire anti-
impcorialist phrascclogy against Sng-
land, Japan and the imited Statese Vot

a word waln t the Dbanditry of the
Axis powers. In fact +this specch
undérlincd for the first time, that
the Stalin-Hitler pact gave a free
hand to ' Gormany. Thus werc the dice
loaded against the British bourgeoisie
when the Blitzkricg  Sommenced on
August 8.

s infalTibility of the Corman milit-

ary machine hasg, hOWQVbrg r.coived a
rude sct-back as a result of the opur—
ations against Britain. For the first
time Titler's time table was  upsct by
the failure of German troops to occupy
London by August 15 as predicted by
the Cermdn propaganda machine. The im-
pression criated overscas by the main-
tenance of the morale of the Hritish
populace is confirmed not only by the

praisec and gcod wishes of the United
States and  Dominions, which cost

nothing and commit the donors to noth-
ing, but by the more material domon-
strations of the rencwed confidence
felt in the ability ~f the 3British
High Command to hold the Axis at bay
and stem the invasion until United
States preparations reach a stage com-

“patiblc with -entry into the war.

The first indication of this new or-
icntation was the “exchange of fifty
American destroyers for air and naval
bases on ZBritish Islands. This is a
costly decal for Britain, for it mecans
a veritable renunciation of their in-
terests in the Western Atlantic, but
it was 2 case of "ilobson's choice."
The shrewd "domocrat" in White Fouse
lost no time in converting Whitehall's
difficulty into Washington's opportun-
ity. ¥r. Cordcll Hull apparcntly
feels that ¥r.Churchill has sufficient
support to chable him to implement his

plzdge of Junc 4th not to scuttle or
surrendzr the British Navy in the
evant OL a military db+v; 2%  +the
honds of “irmeny onl C
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Almost overnight.  the .fortuncs of de
Gaulle changed to Britain's advantage.
Chad, Congo, thc Camaroons, the French
Indies, New Calcdonia znd the New-
Hebrides transferred their allggiance
from Vichy to London. The sccret ‘neg-
otiations  botween 3British and the
United States regarding Shanghal  were
brought into the- open. - The almost

bankrupt governmcnt of tiny Switzer-

land, which, "in face of an cxtreme
social crisis, had opencd up  trade
discussions with - Berlin, decided be-

fore reaching any conclusion, to hear-
Greece,..

what London had to 'offer.
backed by Britain, made a firm stand
in the face of - Mussolini's intimida=
tion. Zgypts which despite- strong
pressure from London had refused 1o

declare war upon the cntry of ~lMusso-
lini into the conflict, dccided- to re~-:

sist Italian  c¢necroachments on  her
tcrrain.  That she has . singudarly

failed to &0 so suggests that cven yet
26 .

sho prefers to follow Turkey's course

and remain as long ‘as possible with a

foot in cach imporialist camp. - Nego-
tiations have again been reopened for

the purchase of Amcrican aeroplanes. .
and Packards arc again showing inter—

st in the aero. cnginc contraci. Feel-
ers are being cxtended from London re-
garding the possibility of a £500
million loan from the United States
via Canada.

Germany has attompted to. koep  the
struggle concontrated on a short,

single front so that the full force of

her, powerful striking arm could be
cffceted, but the natural defences of
Britain in the scas and the tremendous
tasks involved in the construction of
special  technical ‘equipment,  forces
Germany to turn to the possussions of
her barricaded encmy. g

The.conclusion of the Gorman-Italian-

Japancse Pact is an expression of the

desire of fGermany to divert the flow:

of Amcrican raw materials from Britain

to the Far Zast. But it is also the
manifestation that the Zuropean con~
tinent can no longer contain the dyna
mic contradiciions within her boundar-
ies, -that a new .phase of the war is
opening up: . the redivision and organ—
isation of the whole world by ‘the con-
tending imperialist powers.

It is impossible for Germany to con-

duct any major operations - azainst
Russia while her hands arg ticd with
the battle for Britain.  Conscquently,

“while the "ten year" pact can be en=

forced as a long term weapon against
the Soviet Tnion, Germany continues

“her policy of T"appcascment" to  the

Kremlin desires and at the same  time
prepares  the necessary Jumping off

ground for an attack against her.

While the ecarly phases of the war were

decided meinly on the basis of the ex-
traordinary - supcerior military tech-
nique the new phase is giving time for
the full productive forces of the Bri-
tish Empire to come into . play and the
even greater productive  equipment and

~ technique of the USA.

The economic blockade not only of Hur-
ope but of Britnin too will become
increasingly offcctive and  this will
mark the beginning of wholeszle social
convulsions. Long bofore the nntions

can complite their mutusl destruction,

the politicaol ond socinl structure of
every country will be subjugnted to
the severest test.  Revolutions will

put an end to the war, but whether

| these revolutions will lead to success
will depend

upon the enecrgy and
devotion of the international soc-
inlist fighters who hnve groupcd them-
selves around the TFourth' Interna-
tional. s ‘

-00)(0o0-
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th as a momboer of the Jovernment and
a3 Chairman of the Conscrvative Party,
ag morc deep-rooted simnificance than
mere bodily ailmonts. '

Chanbprlaln nas gone!  The diplomatic

illncss which is the official  oxcusc
LN . 5 .

will deccive nobody. His rosirmation,
o)

v o

s-

accompanicd
snti-anpsase-

Thi. very fact that it was
by the promotion of the

nent Viscount Cranbournc to the  posi-
tion of DTominions Socretary and the
appointment of  ILabour loeaders ZHevin

and Morrison, onc to the War Cabinct,
the other to the ilome Office, roveals
that it is no ordinzry resisnation.

Sevural considorations have driven
Churchill and tho ruling class .along

the Government of
Hunichoers. On the one
hand thcere has beon  the nceed of re-
assuring tho workers that the Fronch
capitulation would not be repecated in
this country.

the road of purging
its lezlding

Thare has alsc boun the
necessity of giving the Same guarantce
to  the Amcrican apitalists. And
finally the “rcalin has had 4o be per-
suaded of the serious
tue British Govornmsnt in

‘ 3 secking an
Anzlo-Soviet agrooont. :

03

Which consideration weighed most heav-
ily it is difficult to say.

With rTe-
gard to the first two, the Covernment

has been mnking concessions to  both
groups and it has bccome obvious that

Churchill has bien  almost cqually
alxious to satisfy both the workers on
this side of the Atlantic sand the cap-
italists on the other.

The matter has been brought to a  head

intentions  of  Tho ontirc

itary

by the Threo Power Pact coupled by the
nightly bombing raids on London and
the complete failure of the Government
to make adequate vprovision for shel-
ter.  The smell of Chamborlain's burn-
ing flesh is designed to  assure Amer-
ica that the dostroyers and othoer mat-
crial which it has handcd over to this
eountry and the preparations it is
naking to e¢nter the war on  Britein's

side will not be sct at nou@ht by a

Eritish agrocment with ditle and. a
handing over of  the nav" to rm;ny.

The sight of iferbert orrlbon at. the
Home Cffiec is mcant to be a guurantuu
to the 3ritish, and especially  the
London workers, thut everything pos-—
sible 1is. being prepared for their
seourity and comfort. ind furthermorc,
the throwing overboard of the Iunmich-
cors iz designed to  demonstrate  to
Htalin that if Ruseia cnters  the war
on Britain's side therc 'will be no
sudden appoascment  of Germany by the
Chamberlain eligque and a turning cast-
ward of tho rvrm;n nilituary machine.

situation in DBritain ro-
cently has  been  governcsd by o these
three factors. The Gorman  succosscs
on the continent and the loss of mos
of the cquipment of the B.Z.7. put
British capitalism in a position  in
which only Americsn impoerialism  could
come¢ to its rescuc. Left alonc 1t
ceuld only 1look forward to dcfoat,
¢ither at the hands of the German mil-
machine or 2t the hands of a
working class which had learned that
the Fritish dimperialists were not
fighting fascism, and that only the
working class could do this.
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But while the Amcrican industrial #While the Kremlin is negotiating with
machinc . i% heing goarcd up to give  the Churchill government and there is

the neecssary help, the British work-
ers must be pacificd, kept .contented,
kept believing that the war 1s  being
fought for frecdom and democracy.  And
who could do this better than the

Labo&y Ivadbrs9 the actual prfu&hntd—'

th“S oF thu workvr

Counlc ith the gradual d:cllnc of
the:appeascers and the rise of the
labour” 1cdders have come other concbsm
sidns to the workers. The
Snoopers" plan and the "”1lunt Colum"
were very Treadily dropped. A Dblind

cye was turncd to the "hollday” strlke.
in gpite of thu',
bbun;
The soldiers hav“ been grant-

A hasty rctreat .
‘as the crusader in the cause of demo- -

at- d¢ Havilland's
anti-gtrike legislation that has
passeds
od an extra 6d a day.-
was-made with regard to the usc of the
London Underground statioms as
rajd - sholters.  And

to workcrs 1ngured durlng alr rqlds.
Truly thu-

rullng'“clqss pays-a hpavy

premium for the insur ance -which "Jcmo-

crdey" affords it. The 31 and  maval-
bages alrcady granted in the West-
Indics, #nd those stillito be grantod

at Singapowe and clsc swhore will never

again by the Amcrican
They will be so many

¢ surrcndsred
impcerialists.

American Gibralters scattcrbd throu’h—l'

out ‘hp'world.

The-cry: '"Chamberlain must go!™
gone up from scveral quarters in this
country in ‘the past. Notably it has

come from the Communist Party, and no -

doubt ¥ing Street will be
with grave~anx1uty

"interim. pblicy.";*
While th»‘irvnlln is' ne aotlatlng

ondbrlng

"Cooncr s'

- press,

air |

another -rctroat~~"wn'idcntlcal function to that of Blum

wag made in-the matter of compcnaatlon -

-government.

has

ibout thglr npxt

“outoont of the
u:Whlch thcy are advocutlng.

w1th-

no specific "line", the British Commu-
nist Party must find somcthing in
which to sink its tceth and prcetend
that it is conducting a fight against
capitalism. At the pmoment it is saved
by the agitation for decp :sholters.
And it has in rcserve the fact  that
Halifax is still in the cabinet. But
if these two arc teken away, then
Pollitt & Co will be hard pressed 1o
keop up the pretonce that they have a
policy.

Wow that Chamberlain has bein kicked
out of the Government, the bourgcois
and particularly its "left" -
wing will reemphasise the."democratic'.
nazturc of the war. Churchill will be
more widecly boosted = than cver before

cracy. BRovin and Worrlson, performing

and the Social Democratlo ministers 1n;ﬂ

thﬂ Government of the Popular Front of .-
"France, will be showered with boquets
guardians of the ..

and lauded as the
rights of the working class in the

The oppresscd  classcs, notb conscious
of their own | intercsts
sacrifices, accept the policics
forward by thb 1“bour leaders at | face

valuca' The “basic h torlo crime of
thesé 1quprs conoluts in thclr fostor
ing - ~and strengthening thei subserv-
icncE  to their rulbrsi In order to
expoSe these fakirs in- “their true
"role, that is agcntﬂ of “the master

C¢lassiin the ranks of tho toilers, we

domand that they asstme full power,

~and that they take the full rcesponsib-
disastrous -

inevitable

ility fér- the -
policies of- botrqynl;”<

,.."' S PR A

and used . to -
Lput
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CHANGES IN THE PACIF

by George

The balance of power tautly maintained
-in Asia and the Pacific for half a
century has becen shattercd by the Jer-
man congquest of FBurope.

Britain, long ma ter in 4dsia, is nas-
ter no longer. Declining British world
power has reachcd its final quarter
hour. The vast domaing ruled or domin-
ated by the British raj arc once more
on the imperiallst gt the Aritish
lion's share of the plunder of 4he

st is about to fall to other beasts
of prey.

-In the decades of British-decline, cs-
sbPecially sinc: the close of the first
world war, Japan and the Tmited States
have becn rivals for succession to the
‘British command- in Asia. Between them
Britain. tried - to maintain the same
kind .of balange . it so -disastrously
tried to prbubrVQ betweon . France --and
Germany on  the Continent of Burope.
Today, however, a weakcned DBritain
faces the direct assault of the Reich
it helped to  rearm. American oxpan~
sionist aims in the Pacific have con-
sequently been  superseded by the sud-
“den and  pressing nced  to defcend  the

~American hemispheric cupire against
“thé attacks, cconomic, political, and
military, of the ncw masters of Dur-

‘ope.: The balance of power in the Hast
has thus  alrcady swung automatically
and deeply in favour of Japan.

impending redivision of ~spoils in
Tast will be far greater in scope
and weightier in import than that
which followed the first world war. At
the end of thatiwar Japan was able %o
rctain only a portion of the relative

“The
the

.Tranca,
,dld 1lkaloC
3mutvd the

tcd to offer.

-acy in Asia 1 qlrbctly
a grateless Japan.

Out of the

- Germany's

“the

Stern - g ,

1y meagre holdings it had secic ed from
the defeated Reich. The rest 1t had
to disgorge, partly at the de smand of
the Tnited Stetes. 4 deeade later, in
1931, Japan moved into
Pritain, obscssed by the dream of
forging an iron ring around the Soviet
Union and hopceful of prescrving its
own sphere in southern Asia ¥y giving
Japan lcbensraum in the north, gave
aid and c com;ort to the Japancse drive.
moved by identical . motlvcs,
 Togother they chock-
sonewhat more .vigorous re-
the Jnlqu States wan-
The .rlbleh thus tried
Japan as they later tried
Yazi Cermany. The results
Were.'parallel. In 1937 Japan moved
from Manchurin into China proper, just
as Hitlcr mov:d from the Rhinsland | to

lutdnCL whlc

to,”apgsasoﬂ
to . "appcasc"

Austria, -and thence to “4ucnoslovak1a.

_th
in JurOpe hus alrcady
an cnd by Germany, and

sugmer -of 1940 British supremacy
been brought to
British suprem—

challenged by

last war Japan scoursd a

few Gorman islands in  Oceania. . and a

in China located
"sphere!" in Shan-
dircet zrosult of

in Iurope, the
imperialists sce
the incomparably

few German railways
mainly in the German
tung.  Today, as the
victories
dazzled  Japanesc

within.  their . grasp

. richer Asiatic holdings of Britain and

of the fallen empires of France and
Netherlands. France and Holland
are alrcady helpless and Britain, they
belicve, about to become so. The
United States they see immobilisced by
the new moenace in  the Atlantic. Not

uanchurla.'

A
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since the end of the 19th century when
the great powers in harmony or in dis-

cord, separately or together, torc

huge pieces out of the prostrate body
of China, has such an opportunity for
plunder prosented itself. The balance
of povier cstablished in its pSuvntlal
elemonts at that time is at an ond.
Japan now means really to be master in
the house of Asia. - :

APAN FACES DIFFICULTIES

This intention, howsver, does not in

tself quite sottle the matter. Loia
is too.big and Japan too small for
blitzkrieg conquests. Japan has had
recent and e¢loquent oxpericnce of this
fact. Manchuria.was invaded and taken
nine years ago and is not yet a wholly
"pacificd" province. The war in China
proper was begun threc ycars ago and
China is yct far from conguaracd.

Germany and Italy,'morbovcr " cannot be

expected to. leave all the pearls  of

all the Indies to Japan, assuming that
they complete their conquust of the
British and French cmpires. All Asia
and Japan itself are still far too de~
pendent upon the industry and markcts
of BEuropc. for Japan to be frec of con-
corn over what might befall thom bb-
fore the war has run its coursc.

For it is clear that the inter-impor-

‘ialist conflict has by no mecans cxhau-

stcd its shock of sudden shifts and

- changes. The surprises ar: not over.

The battles of Poland, Yorway, TFlan-
ders and TFrance were but the begin-
ning. Tomorrow's  battle of Britain
will not be the cnd. The United States
understands it must meet and try to
conguer the new masters of Europe and
is preparing to do so. It may have to
postpone but = decidedly - .will not n-
tirely abandon its 1nten@;gn oi redu-
cing Japan- to its- proper proportions
in an American-dominated I Pacific basin

“carth for three ycars.

The two ocean fleet and monster air

force.already projected for this pur-

posc may take four or “five years to

build. Japan cannot bce wholly confid-

cnt that cven in that time her present

apparent frecdom of action will~ con-

tinue. FoY there remains still un- .
answered  the huge '"question": ‘of the

USSR, sorawlai accross thc continents

of “uropc and Asia. : ‘

Stalin, fearful of the weakness of the
reosime he has done so much to under-
mine, took refuge behind a pact with
Rerlin and enlcd years of intermittent
border warfare with Japan by signing a
truce with Tokgo. He¢ hoped the rosult-
ing war among the powers would lead to
mutual oxhaustion. e toc had been
cruelly disappointed in the event. He
knows that between a Cerman Burope and
a Japanese Asia, the Soviet Tnion will
have to fight-or clse be broken be-
tween them.  That is™why he  has moved
his wmutern defences to  the Baltic.
That is why the Par ZDastern Red Army
is again belng prepared for the con-
flict with Japan ‘which 35talin had
hoped wag postponed, at least for a
number  of years. The . possibility of
a ”parallpl" policy in iloscow and
“aohlnrton is another '"surprisc" the
JapaﬂOSb must count upon in - the re-
casting of Pacific accountu that 1is
now only boglnnlng

CHINA STILL TFIGHTS ON

Put before they can be ready for any

of these c¢ventualities, the Jupanese
must somchow complete  their long-
deferred conquest of China. The en-
tire might of their military machine
has been expended on the good Chinese
Vast territ-
ories have been taken - encircled
rather than conguered.” The continued

‘prescnce  in the conquered arcas of

British, French and American forces

and 1nturcsts and the continued neces-
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sity to concuntrate Japanese cconomy
upon the difficult task of nourishing

the wor machine have prevented  the
Japanese renlising on their conquests.
The resistance pfrChiﬁng Koi-chek re-
gime to the Jnpanése has in  the main

refleeted Anglo-Amcrican and Soviet
counter-pressure .gninst the Japanecse
continental drive. Through French

Indochine 2nd from Purma 2nd down the
long road from the Turkestan frontier
arms and plancs and supplics have con-
tinued to trickle in guantitics small
cnough, but sufficicnt to brace the
“hincse positions behind the impreg-
nabvle Vnn*tZg gorges.
Conscquently the first cfforts of the
Japanesc to cxploit the new

have been dirccted toward choking off

these crucial sources of supply. Even
before the final debacle in France,

the TFronch government  yiclded  to
Japanesc pressure, promising to  stop
2ll arms traffic over the railway into
Yunnan. vhen Paris fcll and the armis-
tice followed, Jupanesc warships were
sent to the Indochinn coast snd troops
wers oonovntrw “d in nearby Hainan.
The Trench  hhstily agrecd to admit
‘ JupunLSL "insgpectors" to Indochinesc
‘border points to supervise the exccu-
tion of the agrecment. Actual occu-
pation of this rich ZFrcnch colony,
like the occupation of the even richer
Dutch Tast Indics, awzits the

.ment of Jz pancse accounts with the:
Bvltlbht i U
These accounts are large. The: en-

tronched positions in China

principal heights the
Japancsz sxpoet to - scale. But here
too the Jeopancse have begun  the ox-
ploitation of their “new advantage by
forcing the British %& join in isolat-
ing the hungklng Cuihcse government.
As in the case of Indochina, the Jap-
show of force. Their

ments arc the

mrde o

aNnes8e

situntion

" is hopelessly without defences

v

scttle-

I'GPI"BSL:TJ." .
ted by £375,000,000 in British invest-"

South

troops ringcd Hongkong, British
China citadel which has for a century
topped 2ll the wealth of the Pearl

River wvalley. The island port was
thrown into panic. Zuropean women and
children were hastily cvacuated. Under

this pressure the Rritish on July 13
yielded be agreeing to close the Durma
route to China for a period of three
months. A fow donys later the announce-
ment was permitted to appear that the

‘British werc secking to arrange 2 Sino

Japanese peéace. This coffort is de-
signcd to save both time 2nd face. It
the Germon assault on Britain achiceved
its purposcs, matters in China will be
arranged without British intervention.
Meanwhile, the British are manoeuver-
ing desperately to prevent immediate
Japanese action at a time when Britain
in its

Ezstern possessions. The success of

these manoeuvres may depend not.only
upon the speed and success of the
German  atback . but equally upon  the

course pursucd by the United States.

" When Holland fell early in May and the

Dutch Bast Indics werc oast adrifd,
ishington took a strong stand, the
Indics being ‘one of the prinecipal
sources of rubber consumed by U.S. in-
dustry. Tashington announced it would
tolerate no  che nge in the status  of
this South Sen ~archipelago. Subse-~
quently, hOWOVury the defeat of France
and the perilous plight of Britain de-
prived this warning of its sting. The
U.S. fleet is still at this writing in
the Pucific. Fut it is no longer free
to steam westward to cnforce the "sta-
tus quo" of the East Indies or any
other objuct of - American  imperinlist
interest. It waits instead upon the
outcome of  the battlc of Brituin. It

whits ;mostly upon the fate of the
British navy-in - that battle. 3Jhould

the British navy or the butter part of
it go under or otherwise puss into
Germen honds, the U.S. fleet will head

-
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~pronto for DPanama sand the Atvlantic,
“and at that moment preciscly the last
scrious obstacle for the Japanese in
the form of a rival imperialist force
Will‘be‘ removed from the scene and
the admirals and gencrals of the Mika-

do will fecel freer to procced  with
., their pls
. their plans. |
. .
. ' PROSPECTS FOR COLONTAL REVOLTS

It is not, however, solely upon the
plans of imperialist chance¢lleries and
the movements of  imporialist flects
that the fate of the backward pcoples
of the East depends. The possibility
of sudden shifts and changes in  the
war has not bcen eoxhausted. N¢ither
has the possibility of national and

colonial revolt in  the domains under

dispute. The imperialists arc at war
jfor the second +time in a generation
for the rcdivision of the world's col
t onies. But the subjected peoples  of

hearing in the detorminstion of their
fatc. This may not be th: least of
the "surpriges” still to come.

9 W

The very fact +that a new imperinalist
redivision has appearcd on the order
of the day in Asia is, like the war in
Europc, a consequence of the ~revolu—
tionary defeats of the past two de-
cades. "The Second International,‘ and
lator the Third International of Sta~
lin, each in its own way, rescued im-
perialism 1in Burope aftcr the first
world war, and in the East during the
decade of colonial wars and revolu-
tions that followed the armistive of

1918. 1In the principal colonial Cand
semi-colonial countrics, particulariy

in India and China, the defeat ~of
these struggles was characterised
Primarily by successful arrangcements
between the imperialis¥s and the nat-
ive bourgeoisies at tho expense of +he
revolting masscs of workers and peas-

“these colonial and backward countrics
may still demand a voicce and force a.

ants. Bucaus: the Communist Intcrna-
tional under Stalin failsd 4o lead the
workers of India and Ching along ° the
road of the proletarian revolution,
the Gandhist Congress Party and the

Kuomintang were able to keep both

those great countrics safe for imper—
ialist cxploitation.

Gandhi repeatedly dispersed the con-
centrating forces of the Indian revo-
lution, diverting them into channcls
of compromise that left British rile
intact. China wag swept in 1925-27 by
the greatest mass uprising -of workers
and pcasants in the history of that
country. But thc Communist Interna-
tional subordirated the Chinose commu-
nists to the bourgeois Kuomintang,
yoked - the workers +o  the national
bourgcoisie, with the result that the
latter crushed the mass movement in
return for a few - crumbs from +the im~
perialist tablc. China was thus  laigd
open to the dipredations of tho Japan-

‘esc imperialicss and  India was - held

fast in  the fetters to .which new"
masters now sick the keys. '

In China today that important scction
of the bourgeoisiu represented by such
figurcs as Chiang RKai-shek and  T.V.
Joong hag resisted the Japansse inva-
sion - after years of “cfforts to come
to terms with the invaders - onlv - be-
cause  they could hope. for a larger:
share of the loot under British and/or -
Amcrican domination. ' They are not
wedded to the national - struggle, as
such. Tomorrow, should the prospccs
of offective British and/or Amcrican
resistance to Japan. disappear cntirely
they will readily adapt themselves to
the now schems of things. DBetweon the
Soviet Union on the onc hand and Ger-
many and Japan on the other they will
find now room to manocuver. In India,
while Gandhi.and his Congress hold in
check any mcvement of the workers +o
"ombarrass" Fritain's war effort, the
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British will not hesitate to barter
away the lifeblood of Indians  in the

intercst of preserving whatcever  thoey

can of their huge share in Indian
wealth snd the product of Indian

labour.

'

Neverthzsless,

inhereted from
past, the subject peoplos are
position to fight for and
frecodom. They rosc almoesdt
to achicve 1% after the first war
nmong the powers. The dmperialicsts
had succucded in crushing the workors!
rovolutions overywhers  in Kurope  ox-
cept in Bussia. In the colonics they
fought down the notional movemcnts
with 2 combinntion of brutc fore and
concusgions to the native cxploiters.
#hile this method provided o Scmporary
solution” for the imperialist rulers,

whatever the handicaps

the dofeats of  the
still in
win their
everywhere

5]

it brouzht no solution to the pressing
problcms of the colonidl pooplos pro~

duccd no advancss out  of th ir back
wardn.ss, provided so sigi"lcﬂnt out-
" lcet for cven o relative growth  of
their productive forces. Instecad it
accoleratoed the  exproprintion of the
colonial potty bourgeoisic, purpctuat-
24 the scrfdom of the colonizl pugsanm
try, and inrcréased the burdens  of
¢colonial prolutariat. The concessions
madz by the impuriazlists to the native
oxploiturs wore niggardly cnough, hut

with +the onsot of the world cconomic
crisis boginning in 1929, not wven
theses could ba maintOincd. “he crisis

nstoad cnormously sharpencd the anta-
gonisms in the 1mpu41alist' camp =znd
1cd o now blows at the colonizl pcop-

los - Japan's invasion of China, Ita-
ly's invasion of tnmonla and ¢inalw
1y to the outbreak of fthe new world
war. For tho 001011 s this war offcrs

]
only tke prospoct of
ploitation; no mattur whether

mastors  remein  or new mastors  take
their plzee.

Like the workcers of the entire world,
thorcfore, the +toilors of the last

face the choice of duscent into a hel-
otry cven docoper  than has bdpn dheir
lot until now or thc rencwal of %hcir
common struggle for the socialist ro~

volution, the socialist reorganisation

of socicty which can alonc end imper-
ialist cxploitation forever. Tho hopes
of liberation of the colonial pceoplos

are bound up cven more decisively than
befors with the cmancipation of the

workers of the whole.world. Thoe colo-
nics will bo frecd, politically, =con~ -

omically and culturally only when the

workcers of the advancced countries put
an cnd to capitalist wle and set out

together with the backward pooples to
ro-gear world cconomy on social ncods
instoad  of monopolist profits. Cnly
in this way will the colonizal nd semi
colonial countrics by tnabled to om-
"rT@ from their varving siages  of

backwardness and teke their nlaces  as
integral scetions of a new and advane-
ing world order. ‘

The chances of 3trug Lare no

such a o
workers - of

idls dream.  Should tho

Indiz ris¢ and join with the Chincse
and  together wnite with Russian work-
crs and poasantg overthrowing 3talin,
cven in the midst of  impericlist  ine-
vasion, the picturc of Asia, =and in-

dsed of the whole world wur, would
rapidly change. It may yet be, as
Marx once conjoctured, thﬂt the libor-—

ating struggle for the entire world
will bo ignitcd in the Bagt.  The im-

perialists are fighting for a ncew bal-

ance of powsr. Such & bzlaace can
nean onY* the balance of the labour of
‘hundrods of milliops of swent.d slaves

handful of
There is

agalnst the profits cf a2
super-impcrizlist masters.

still time to strike for a new ! of
balance and stablish 2 now of
power,; & socia 1wst balance crested by
workers' powor. '
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