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The Russo-German war is now entering its
second month, and this gives us the oppor-
tunity to measure the relation of forces., It
is clear that the heroic resistance of the
Russian workers and peasants has for the
first time stemmed the blows of the German
blitzkrieg machine. The bitter resistance of
the Soviet soldiers has completely upset the
Nazi time-table. Alreadv the German
soldierv have had to pav the price for their
territorial gains in such measvure that the
Soviet claim to 'have inflicted a million
casualties on the German army cannot be
far short of the mark.

In addition to this the “ scorched earth ”
policy announced bv Stalin rcomvletely de-
prives the Nazis of any immediate economic
gains in the territorv occuvied bv their

‘troops. They conauer onlv blackened ruins

and desolation, Banking on the exverience
of the campaigns in the West. Hitler had
anticipated a relatively chean and easv vic-
tory.. Moreover the exnerience of the
Finnish war, which had ben decidedly un-
popular among the masses of the Russian
people, had led the German imperialists to
completelv underestimate the nowers of re-
sistance of the masses when defending them-
selves against imperialist attack. Naboleon,
whom Hitler has degired to render a tyro in
the field of world conguest. could have ex-
plained in advance to his would-be imitator
that the moral factor stands as to the physi-
cal in the relation of three to one.

Basing themselves on the oppression of the
Russian workers and peasants by the uncon-
trelled bureaucracy. the German capitalists,
and for that matter world imperialism,
deluded themselves into the belief that the
Russian peonle could be overwhelmed without.
too costly an effort. Trotsky had predicted
that the idea of the Japanese militarists and
German Fascists that the Russian people
were only waiting for the armies of the
Mikado and Hitler to “liberate ” them was
fantastic delirilum. The capitulations of
Stalin in the past two years encouraged this
belief in the minds of the German military
cliaue. In svite of the ravages of ' the
bureaucracy. the basic conquests of the Octo-
her Revolution still remain; the capitalist
class have never regained their possessions
and private ownership in the means of pro-
duction has never been restored. It is this
that the masses, despite their aversion for
the bureaucracy, have rallied to defend, just
as the British workers would rally to the
defence of their Trade Unions against capi-
talist attack, in spite of their aversion for
the Bevins and Citrines.

Up to now the Nazi army has not had a
serious test to face. . In France the bour-
geoisie were concerned only with saving their
property, and the moment the Germans had
broken through, they capitulated. The
French soldiers and workers had been
demoralised by the Stalinists and the actions
of the bourgeoisie, and rendered morally
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prostrate, which resulted in only half-hearted
resistance. Likewise in the other countries
the bourgeoisie sold out, and the German
military machine merched over Europe as. if
on military manceuvres. It was this which
gave the Nazis the illusion of invincibility.

But today Goebbels is forced to admit that
the Russian soldier fights to the death.
« When the machine guns are knocked out
by tanks, the Mongol soldier does not sur-
render; he fights on with a revolver.” And
pehind the German lines of advance the popu-
lation remains bitterly hostile and continues
a guerilla warfare. 1t is this wave of enthu-
siasm and self-sacrifice that has gerved to
stem the German advance. And with a
correct policy would guarantee the victory of
+he Russian workers and peasants over the
nrazi military machine and the establishment
of a Socialist Europe. But as was foreseen,
Qtalin cannot wage 2 revolutionary war.

The bureaucracy in Rusgia are fighting
itler because he leaves thera no alternative,
and thnus, they do, in 2 distorted bureaucra-
tie fashion defend the SQoviet Union. The
Soviet pureaucracy—the  army officers,
managers, technicians, artists and higher
officials, numbering about 10.000,000, intend
to continue to devour four-fifths of the goods
produced for consumption, while the rest of
the population consnme one-fifth, and this is
what they are fighting fcr. Rut in spite of
the fact that afalin desires the defeat of
Hitler, he does not wish for a proletarian
vevolution in Germany. Recause a Socialist
revolution in Germany would mean a Social-
ist Europe. nd a Socialist Europe would
mean that the victorious Russian workers
and peasants, imbued with self-confidence by
their victory, would return home and soon
settle accounts with the Kremlin usurpers by
immediately restoring control into their own
hands. Stalinism only came to power on the
pasis of the defeats of the world working-

class. A vietory of such titaunic proportions
as the seizure of power by the German prole-
tariat would sweep Qtalinism aside!

The organic needs of the bureaucracy in
internal policy find expression in the foreign
policy of Stalin.  If they had placed their
confidence in the European and world work-
ing-class, by consistent day in and doy out
leaflets and radio appeals to the German
workers .explaining the real character of the
war cn the part of their Nazi rulers. urging
them in fraternal collaboration to establish a
Socialist Germany—this. coupled with the
unyvielding resistance of the Russian workers
and peasants. would have beeu the signal for
transforming the whole world gituation and
sound the death knell of world cepitalism.
Instead of this irrefutable Leninist position,
we see the reliance upon Churechill and Roose-
velt, the democratic ” imperialists. Not
only is the Comintern deceiving the Russian
masses as to the nature of the voracious im-

August, 1941

e ——

perialists of Britain and America, but is
spreading the illusion among the entire world
working-class that they are fighting for the .
Jiberty of all nations. On the Moscow wire-
less we hear:

When the German faseist hordes
sppeared on the shores on the Straits of
Dover and the English Channel, and
nrematurely celebrated their victorv over
democratic Brifain, the British showed in
the moment. of mortal danger that thev
were capable, under the leadership of their
far-sighted statesmen, of developing the
oigantir streng h Jatent within them.”

Tn the “ Times » of July 17 we read:

« Ag havopened Jurine the lesser crises
of recent vears, resolutions have come
nonring into Moscow from factories and
farms throughoit the Union. A word

from Moscow ¢an nsuallv bring such reso-

Jutions at anv time. Tn the past they have

not been whollv spontaneous’ put their

wording ijs now gienificant The Apreln-

Qoviet Alliance is aoplavded nof merely in

the Moscow pewsoapers: it is being wel-

comed and praiged in all these resolutions,

» proof that the Soviet € 1gvernment is not

afraid of letting ~ven the most, isolated

centres know that it has ioined forces with
the Power which wuntil lately wae de-
nounced as jroperiatist and capitalist.”

And we are told bv Stalin in his speech:

“Tn this ronpection the historie ntter-
ances of the British Prime Minister.

Chwrehill, regarding aid 1o the Soviet

TJnion, and the declaratina of the United

States Government signifies readiness to

render 2id to our country, which can only

evoke a feeling of gratitude in the heart=s
nf the peoples of the Soviet Union, are
fully comprehensible and svmptomatie.”

Thus we see the deliberate Jeception of the
masses in the Soviet Union as 1o the real aims

of Anclo-American imperialism. the aims of

warld domination for the continue? exploi-

tation of the people of the entire globe and,
above all as a long-term perspective. the re-
introduction of capitalism in the Soviet
Union.

On the other hand, Churchill and the bour-
seois statesmen have openly proclaimed their
detes tation of Communism and by innuendo
have made it clear to the class they represent
that they intend to settle this wccount at a
more propitious time. Mr. Churchill does

not withdraw a word of what he has said

about Communism in the past. And Churchill
has expressed his preference for Hitler's
Nazism to Bolshevism. The support which
(hurchill will give is based only on the know-
ledge of the world bourgeoisie on the
counter-revolutionary role of Stalinism,
which the nationalist charlanatism emanat-
ing from Moscow has wholly justified. Were

- is not for this, Churchill would be clutching



cmz2Ent f the role of the Stalinist
s2oraiy witnin and without Russia,

2. znd Roosevelt are caleulating on
2tz exhaustion of Germany and
= As a Turkish journalist expressed
“wuiin't it be fine if Hitler and Stalin
knock each other out?” Anglo-
Amsrican imperialism will then be enabled
T1 Zzstrov the Soviet regime and emerge
of the world The resistance of
Pussia has come as much a surprise to them
3 to Germany. A protracted resistance
snd its inevitable threat of revolution in
Europe would compel Hitler to seek terms at
the expense of Russiz, and Hitler would be
compelled to play the role originally allotted
him by world finance.

THE INTERNAL DEVELOPMENT OF
THE SOVIET UNION

But what will take place within Soviet
Society? To save himself Stalin must ap-
peal to the revolutionary energies of the
masses and arm once again tens of millions
of workers and veasants. Not for long will
these masszes be fobbed off by the crimes and
stupidities of the bureaucracy. The baneful
effects of mismanagement, inefficiency, and
corruption which are characteristic of the
1ignorant and uncontrolled bureaucracy, will
be even more glaring under the stress of the
war. Meanwhile, war will impose a terrible
strain on the industry and transport of the
Soviet Union, and the privations of the
masses will inevitably become worsened, in
the interests of * Everything for the Front.”
This policy ean only be carriea through with-
out provoking sharp legitimate dissatisfac-
tion, if, as was the case in Lenin’s day, the
sacrifices are more or less spread equally
over the entire population.

In the course of the war the wasteful ex-
travagance and corruption of the generals,
admirals and other high bureaucrats will
arouse an extreme resentment and Hostility
among the masses. This is the reason for
the unparalleled chauvinist appeals on the
basis of “ national unity.” Lenin taught us
always to look beneath formule and slogans
for the social content. In capitalist states
the appeal for “ national unity,” “ unicn
sacree” in time of war is a cloak to gloss
over the antagonism of interests in the given
society. Of ecourse, in Russia today it is
correct to appeal for the defence of the
fatherland—but in Lenin’s day the emphasis,
as always, would be the workers’ fatherland.
The defence of the Russian workers state
would be the defence of the entire world
working-class, especially of the workers in
Furope and Germany.

Under the fire of British guns in the wars
of intervention, both in the internal and ex-
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ternal propaganda, the Bolsheviks appealed
to the Russian soldiers fighting against the
British: “We never forget while English
guns and Erglish bombs and English soldiers
are raining death upon us that there are two
Iinglands, the England of the workers and
the Iingland of finance capitalists.” The
reason whv the Soviet bureaucracy cannot
make this simple and true call, internally and
externally, is because of the profound gulf
which has opened out between the people and
the avaricious officialdom. This is the social
conient of the appeal for “ national unity
w;ithin the Soviet Union

If, as we hope, the Nazis fail to score 4 de-
cisive success—which is the best that can be
hoped for with Stalinism in control, the war
will become a bloody war of attrition and ex-
haustion, and the contradictions within
Soviet society will reach their extreme limit,
kevond which there must be an explosion.

Like all doomed regimes Stalin’s preoccu-
vation with preserving his position is shown
hy the measures which he has dictated for
the army. The splitting of the front into
three commands is not dictated by the mili-
tarv needs of the Soviet Union. In war a uni-
fied command is obviously the best means of
conducting operations on the fronts as a
planned whole. Stalin’s reduction of Timo-
shenko from Commander-in-Chief is dictated
by fear that the reins of power will slip out
of the hands of the civil bureaucracy into
the hands of the army caste. After the
Finnish war the abolition of the control of
the political commissars, which were in
reality the G.P.U. guards of the civil bureau-
cracy, was a victory for the army caste.
Stalin was compelled. by the disastrous con-
sequences of the G.P.U. control and purges
which led to military reverses ,to give freer
hand to the generals But now fearful of his
nosition, even in the face of the mightiest
foe in world history. Stalin once again has
introduced the G. P. U. in order to ensure his
control, from below as well as above, in the
army. But in any event, this will not pre-
vent at a later stage power passing into the
hands of the military bureaucracy as in all
Bonapartist regimes.

In industry and transport, through the
disruption of economy the heads of the trusts
will be compelled more and more to act as
if they were the owners of the enterprises.
Planned economy, which pre-supposes the con.
scious co-operation, activity, and control by
the masses, managed in spite of the bureau-
cratic straight-jacket, to maintain a
semblance of unified progress in time of
peace. In time of war, the bureaucratic
strangulation means that planned economy
as a wrole must crumble. The “ Fifteen
Year Plan” of 1941 is automatically
scrapped. Under the aggravation of the con-
tradictions, the processes speeded up by the
war, a section of the bureaucratic tops wili
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tend to seek the assistance of the capitalist
«gllies ? to solve the contradictions by the
restoration of capitelism.

On the other. hard the worlkerq and
peagants who bear the main hrnt of the war
will now be arraed snd nvoanised (it is froe
yinder the control of the G PITY. ard while
thev have tolerated in the nest the Old Man
af the Sea on their hacte for faar of n worse
aRernative in the form of eanitelict interven
tion, they will net leok with anv ton indnleent
an eye on the exoesses amd jrefeiencice of
the hureancracv. As fime nasses it will he
rome wmore aznd more evident that the
bureaueratic control i« parslveine the nv
oanisation of the defence of th~ Soviet
Tlnion. Tt will heeame annarant that only
westoratio of workaers eanten! in the for
torieg. the restoratior Af Qoviete and Soviet
democracy can save the wnrkers' stefe from
disagter. A% that timae the praogramme of
TLenin and Trotskv will he reiuvenated.

The ninnian character of “the Aream of
« oaetalism in One Conntrew " hag heen de
stroved. in mnassing. b the Wari aftaclk.
Whatevar the ontecme o the strnggle it ie
ahvicus that the eercuomy of the Soviet
ITpjor, will he terriblw chnttered and weak
ened. The policy of “ georched earth ” witn
a revolutionarv pergnactive ja. of eourse.
the onlv correct one, Neaverthelege it is &
nolies of desperation. Ters of milliong of
people will flee to the interior of the Sovie¥
Uncn; the devastatad recions will require
years to build up agzain, ¥ven a vietory
waould find Soviet economv more and more
devendent upon the riech and mighty
" Democracies 7 of the West.

Wven under Czarism the hourgecis demo-
aracies bled Prszia white in man power and
cconomicallv. In the salons of §t. Petersburg
the bourgecis icked “hat * Trneland i« pre-
nared to fieht to the last of dron of blocd

.. of the Russian soldier” A% that period,
while fighting German imo rinlism in alliance
with Russia, the aliied 2 reecisie were not
loth to try and treaosinrm Russia inte an
-Anglo-French coleny., Thie at a time when
they were propning up Russian Crarism as a
pulwark of European rea cticn. Today it is
clear that Washington and T.ondon regard

the attack of Hitler as a gift ~f Pravidence to

simultaneously bleed their mighty German
rival and ot the same tims obtair an advan-
tageous position for the throttling of the
workers’ state. The antagonisms between
collective ownershin in Russia and the capi-
talist world is the most fundamental of all
antagonisms withie presont-day society.
That is why in spite of ail the ~CRcessions
and cringing of the bureaucracy the Soviet
regime, even in its emagculated foerm. can-
not be saved unless the interventior of the
workers in the capitalist states takes place. If
world capitalism meanages 10 gurvive the pre-
* sent bloody conflagraticn it has let loose on
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mankind, regardless of the vietors, Russia
will not escape the engnlfment like the rest
of the werld, of fascist barbarism, and the
Kourgeois counter-revolution in Russia will
he heralded.

THE END OF THE COMINTERN AS AN
INTERNATIONAL '

This austere. but sober, ealculation of the
Aevelopment of svents plavs ite part with the
Charchills and Roosevelts. Stalin is assist-
ing them with all his might to transform
their calenlations into reslity, The prosti-
tuted Comintern, from being sold toszether
with oil and maneanese tn vlacate Hitler,
ie now bartered for nromises of machine
tools and Spitfires. Not orlv in the allied
countries. but in the peennied territories. too.
the Comintern is dancing to the tune of
(hurchill,  In France and (zechoslovakia,
where the Communist Parties nrobably have
the sunnort of the meiority of the working-
clase. they are now nlacing their followers
under the hanner of De Ganlle and Benes.
who reoresent London. and nothing else.

Rut the caleulations of world imperialism
are built on quicksand. In (fermanv and
Furope, far more than in the Soviet Unmon
itself. the contradictions between the Nazi
yureancracy and the German imperialists on
the one side, and the German workers and
peasants on the other: the contradiction be-
+ween German imperialism and the oppressed
vrorkers and peasanis of the conquered
nations, are being strained to breaking
point. The development of the war will
pring all five continents into the harvest of
“ hlood. toil, tears ~nd sweat " which cavitat-
iam has sown. The viclent repction of the
rasses to this bloodv and senseless slaughter
-vill come with absolute certaintv. And on
this optimistic persvective the Trotskyists
hase their programme.

Io Britain the bourgeosie 18 chuckling at
the evorcising of the © red menace " bv the

betraval of the Communist Partv. The Times

notes with satisfaction that Hitler’s move
into Russia has “placed the dissident Com-
raunist mivority behind the national effort.”
This, it is to he hoped. will he the final turn
of the already dizzy Comintern. The revolu-
+ionary element within the Communist Party
will not for long allow themselves to be
dragooned into support for Churchill. Per-
haps it has been fortunate that the Comin-
-ern has not managed tc penetrate and
corrupt the decisive section of the British
wrorking-class. In Europe the lash of fascism
ig the price which the working-class has paid
far tlie crimes of Qocial Democracy and
Sralinism. But we in Britain have ‘the op-
rinity to profit from the lessons of the
cudes. The British working-class can
nlay a decisive role in tne destruction of the

(Continued on page 8)-
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LEON TROTSKY

One year ago, on August 21st, the name of
Leon Trotsky was inscribed on the roll of
honour of those who have died on the battle
field of the class struggle for the emanci-
pation of toiling humanity. The announce-
ment of the assassination of Trotsky seared,
like a tongue of flame, through the hearts of
revolutionary socialists the world over.

The life of Trotsky.is written into the his-
tory of nearly fifty years filled with world
transtorming events. The story of his life
is part and‘parcel of the three Kussian revo-
jutions in 1905 and 1917 and of the tremen-
dous events that have since taken place
tnroughout the world.

Around the life of this titanic figure is the
history of man's struggle tor {iberation.
Stalin and his journalistic and protfessional
hacks tried with total iack or success to
weave a web of lies and falsifications. The
living Trotsky towered ever far above his
miserable would-be traducers. The Trotsky
who has now entered into memory as well
as into history will tower still higher as the
heavy pressure of events bring home to
greater and greater masses everywhere the
revolutionary lessons of which he was 80
great a teacher.

LENIN’S SUMMARY

A succinet summary of Trotsky's pontical
biography appeared as a note to the first
edition of Lenin’s Collected Works, in Volume
XIV, part 2, pages 481-482, published by the
State Publishing House in Moscow in 1921.
Here in these few lines, edited under the
sharp eye of Lenin himself, were the answers
to all the lies and falsifications concocted in
later years by the usurpers and betrayers of
the revolution.

«L,. D. Trotsky, born 1881 (1879), active in
the worker's circles in the city of Nickolayev;
in 1898 exiled to Siberia; soon after escaped
abroad and participated in the Iskra. Dele-
gate from the Siberian League at the Second
Congress of the Party. After the split in
the Party adhered to the Mensheviks. Even
prior to the revolution, in 1905, he advanced
his own and today particularly noteworthy
theory of the permanent revolution, in which
he asserted that the bourgeois revolution of
1905 must pass directly into the socialist
revolution, being the first of the national

revolutions; he defended his theory in the
newspaper Nachalo, the central organ of the
Menshevik faction published during Novem-
ber-December 1905 in Petersburg. After the
arrest of Khrustalov-Nussar, he was elected
chairman of the First Petersburg Soviet of
Workers’' Deputies. Arrested together ‘with
the Executive Committee on December . 3,
1905, he was sent into life exile to Obdorsk,
but escaped en route and emigrated abroad.

JOINS BOLSHEVIKS

“Protsky chose Vienna to live in, and there
he issued a popular newspaper, Pravda, tobe
circulated in Russia. He broke with the
Mensheviks and attempted to form a grcis
outside of all factions; however, during the
factional struggle abroad he made & bloek
with the Mensheviks and the Vyperod group
against the block between Lenin and Plek-
hanov who fought the liquidators. From the
very beginning of the imperialist war he took
a clear-cut internationalist position, partici-
pated in the publication of Nashe Slovo, in
Paris, and adhered to Zimmerwald.

“Deported from France, he went to the
United States. On his return from there
after the February Revolution, he was arres-
ted by the Government of Kerensky and in-
dicted for ‘eading the insurrection,’ but was
shortly freed through pressure from the
Petersburg proletariat. After the Petersburg
Soviet went over to the Bolsheviks, he was
clected Chairman and in this capacity he or-
ganised and led the insurrection of October
25. Standing member of the Central Com-
mittee of the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union sinee 1917; a member of the Council
of People’s Commissars; Commissar of
Foreign Affairs up to the signing of the
Brest Treaty, then Peoples Commissar of

War."”

As Commissar of War, Trotsky organised
and led the Red Army to victory in the Civil
War, 1918-1922. He formed the left Oppo-
sition of the Communist Party in 1923. He
was expelled from the party by Stalin in 1927
and exiled to Alma Ata in 1928 and to Turkey
in 1929. Then his odyssey led him to
France in 1933, to Norway in 1935 ,and to
Mexico in 1940, Stalin’s assassins finally took;

his life.

SOCIALISM IN ONE COUNTRY

After the thermidorian degeneration of the
Soviet Union Trotsky was destined to know

&
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persecution, vilification, imprisonment and
exile which had been his lot in copiocus por-
tion vader Czarism. But hig revolutionary
vigour and his supreme faith in the ultimate
victory of the exploited over the oppressed
did not flag for a single moment.

The assassination of Trotsky, like the mon-
strous ‘“purges;”’ the Moscow Frameup
Trials; the pact with Hitler and the subse-
quent territorial annexations—was an act of
desperation on the part of Stalin. The ex-
plosive character of world events with its
attendant’ revolutionary potentialities must
of necessity undermine the bureaucracy, de-
pendent as they are for the continuance of
their rule on the maintenance of the status
quo. -

The perspective of the Bolshevik leader-
ship of October was based on the world pro-
letarian revolution. It was categorically
stated not only by Lenin and Trotsky, but
also by Stalin, that socialism could not be
built in Russia alone. Without the inter-
vention of the Western proletariat, the
Russian revolution was assuredly doomed to
failure. This was during the heyday of the
European revolutionary movement. But
when this wave began to subside on the crest
of the reaction Stalin abandoned the Marxist
position. Two clear cut tendencies crystal-
lised: the one around Trotsky represented
" the proletarian internationalist wing of the
‘Bolshevik Party; the other around Stalin,
the narrow nationalist interests of the offi-
cialdom. Nationalism began to rear its head.
At first tentatively, later to flower into the
full blown theory of *“Socialism in One
Country.” Today’s tragic events are the
fruits of this theory.

OF THE FOURTH INTERNATIONAL
FORMATION

From the basic betrayal of internationa-
lism, of isolating .the U.S.S.R. from the
struggle of the toilers in the rest of the
world; abandoning all reliance on the inter-
‘national working class, except as auxiliary
tools in Stalin’s manoeuverings with the im-
perialist powers, the chain of betrayals ex-
tends, leading through China, England, Ger-
many, to France and Spain. -At each stage
Trotsky warned of the disastrous consequen-
" ces of the policies of the Kremlin bureau-
cracy. And his works during these events
constitute a model for revclutionary tactics
and strategy. They constitute indispensable
armoury for an understanding cf the reveiy
tionary policy which will lead the coming
revolutions to the victory for the proletariat.

The first big victory was scored by Hitler
at the polls in 1938. Trotsky, comprehend™g
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the danger to the European and Russian
workers sounded the alarm. Germany was
the ke, to the International situation, he
warned. At all costs Hitler must not be
allowed to come to power. The victory of
fascism in CGermany would deal a terrible
biow, not only at the German workers but at
all Europe and would herald the inevitable
war of intervention against the Soviet Union.
But, engrossed with the reactionary utopia
of “socialism in one country” the Russian
bureaucracy were loth to disturb the equilib-
rium of the status quo. It was this which
Jed to the suicidal policy of the German Com-
munist Party: their theory of ‘“social
fascism in Germany would deal a terrible
power they were already clamouring “‘After
Hitler our turn.”

Prior to the coming to power of Hitler,
the Trotskyists operated as the Left Oppo-
sition within the Third International. But
the miserable role of the Comintern during
the fateful events in Germany and their re-
fusal to learn from these events, signified
the end of the Communist International as 2
revolutionary factor and underlined the need
for the new international. From the time
of Hitler’s victory in Germany the Trot-
skyists have wonked for the building of the
Fourth International which was establisiied
at a World Conference in September 1838.
Trotsky was the architect of the Fourth In-
ternational. He drafted its basic resolutions
and policy, as he drafted the main resolutions
adopted hy the First Four Congresses of the
Comintern.

THE DEFENCE OF THE SOVIET STATE

Since its inception the organised Trotskyist
movement, whether as the Left Opposition
or as the Fgurth International, despite
Stalin’s vilifications to the contrary, has been
the most determined and resolute defender of
the Worker's State always insking . clear
what we defend, and why. Our position to-
wards the U.S.S.R. and the bureaucracy to
day is summed up in the following passage
from Trotsky: . )

On that day when the new International
will demonstrate to the Russian workers
not only in words but in action that i, and
it alone, stands for the defence of the work-
er's state, the position of the Bolshevik-
Leninists inside the Soviet Union will
change within 24 hours. The new Inter-
national will offer the Stalinist bureau-
cracy a united front against the common
foe. And if our International represents
a force, the bureaucracy will be unable to
evade the united front in the moment of
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danger. What will thon remain of the
gaa,r}?y years encrustation of lies and slan-
er?

Even in the event of war, the united front
- with the Stalinist bureaueracy will not im-
ply a hely alliance after the manner of the
bourgeois and social-democratic parties,
who during the time of an imperialist

brawl suspend mutual criticism in order -

better to dupe the people thereby. No,
even in the event of war, we will maintain
a critical irreconcilability towards bureau-
cratic centrism which will not be able to
cover up its incapacity to lead a genuine
revolutionary war.”

The pact of Stalin and Hitler which raised
‘he curtain’' on the second world war was
hailed by the Comintera as a ‘“victory for
peace and socialism.” For Hitler it was
merely a tactical episode in his major stra-
tegy of world domination. Yet the toiling
masses of Germany and the U.S.S.R. were
told by the Kremlin diplomats that their re-
lations were “cemented in blood.” A pro-
nouncement, incidentally, which is much
more tragically apposite today than on the
occasion of Ribbentrop’s second visit to Mos-
cow! But the explosion which this hollow
mockery has produced is at once the death
knell of both the responsible parties. In

. attacking the U.S.S.R. Hitler has plunged the
dagger in his own throat. The ending of the
policy of Russian appeasement of Germany
signifies also that history no longer has need
of Stalin. Rither the Soviets will be regene-
rated, in which case there will be no place
for their strangulators, or capitalism will be
restored, in which case too, Stalin will receive
no gratitude for his services rendered to
world imperialism.

TROTSKY IS DEAD — |
- BUT TROTSKYISM STILL LIVES ON

Like Marx and knge!={ the last seventeen
yvears of Trotsky’s life were spent as leader
of a small minority within the ranks of the
international working class. In the ideologi-
cal struggle against the Stalinist revisionists,
Trotsky in a series of brilliant works carried
on the tradition of Lenin, and led the revolu-
tionary vanguard in nearly all countries of
the world. His Marxist analysis of the prob-
lems of the world movement and of the de-
velopment of events, have been completely
confirmed in the past two decades. What has
remained of the programmes of reformism
and Stalinism? They have beei pitilessly de-
stroyed by fire and sword. The programme
of a gradual, slow, and peaceful change from
capitalism to socialism, has resulted in the
victory of fascism over almost the whole of
Europe, the traditional home of social demo-

cracy. The programme of Socialism in One
Country and the subordination of the inter.
national proletariat to the interests of
Russian diplomacy has brought the greatest
threat to the existence of the Soviet Union
since its birth. ‘As intérnationals, the
mighty organisations of the Second and
Third Internationals have been reduced to
ashes. What remains of their national sec-
tions, function as direct tools of imperialism
in the one case, and support of imperialism
in the interests of the Kremlin bureaucracy,
in the other. But the Fourth International,
the creation of Trotsky, organiser of the
October insurrection, alone carries on the
fight for world socialism.

World reaction rejoiced at the news of the
death of Trotsky. Stalin hoped to banish
the threat of the Fourth International for
ever by driving a pick-axe through his brain.
And indeed our hearts were heavy. The in
spiration and guiding light of 40 years ex-
perience of the proletarian world movement
had been extinguished. The international
struggle of mankind for liberation had suf-
fered a terrible blow. Today when the very
existence of the Soviet state is at stake;" we
feel keenly the lack of his masterly analysis
and advice. But Trotsky’s work isimmortal.
No Stalin, no Hitler can destroy the pro-
gramme!

Whatever the vicissitudes of the Homeric
struggle being waged between the U.S.S.R.
and Germany; whatever the further develop-
ments of the world war; the crisis of world
iimperialism will remain This crisis of capi-
talism, the contradietions between the pro-
ductive forces and:the private ownership of
the means of prodyction and the national
state, is the crisis of human culture. It re-

‘duces itself in the‘last analysis, as Trotsky

showed, to the crisis of the leadership. of the
proletariat. : .

On the wunassailable theoretical foun-
dations laid down by Marx, Engels, Lenin
and Trotsky, the Fourth International will
lead the toilers to victory, to the Socialist
United States of Europe, to the World Fede-
ration of Socialist Republics. Today Trot-
sky’s programme is the programme of only
the revolutionary vanguard; tomorrow it will
become the programme of the entire world
proletariat. '

On the first anniversary of Trotsky’s death
we salute our fallen leader. We will im-
mortalise his memory by carrying on his
great and noble work. The work of the

~ Fourth International and the inevitable vic-

{ory of the toiling masses under its banner
will be his memorial. As we pay tribute we
remember his final words: ‘. . Please say
to our friends I am sure of the victory of the
Fourth International. Go Forward.”
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‘Daily Herald’—A Public State-

ment, not a Private Admission

We print below the correspondence between our-
selves and the “Daily Herald” arising from a report
which appeared in their issue of July 16 on the arrest
of our American comrades  In the past, it has been
the prérogative of the Stalinists to slander and vilify
the internationalist wing of the labour movement by
amalgams arid frameups, Now we see the defenders
of “democracy” who held up their hands in horror
af the methods of Stalin in the Moscow trials,
descending to the same level, The refusal to publish
‘our refutation, even .accepting that this report was

- “included accidentally,” shows what will be the posi-
tion of the internationalists in the coming period. It
is the duty of all Labour Party members, Socialists
and Trade Unionists to fight against such methods
of political struggle in the labour movement.—Editor,

WORKERS' INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE
FOURTH INTERNATIONAL

Publication: 61 Northdown-street,
Workers' International News. London, N.1.
To the Editor, 21st July, 1941

- # Daily Herald.” '

Dear Sir,

It has been brought to our notice that
the issue of the “ Daily Herald ” dated 16th
July, 1941, features a report of the trial of
33 German spies In this report is contained
an amalgam of another, an entirely separate
trial, which is in no way connected with this
Spy case. :

This may be accidental or otherwise, but
it gives a slanderous impression that the trial
of the American leaders of the Minneapolis
General Drivers’ Union, Local 544, also
leaders and supporters of the Socialist Work-
ers’ Party (Fourth International) is linked
together with the spy trial -

" With the trial of the Nazi spies, who will
receive their deserts, we are not concerned.
But whatver one’s opiniohs of the politics of
the revolutionary socialists, they cannot in
any way be tarred with the dirty brush of
Nazism. They stand for international social-
ism, “accepting as an ideal formula the

Russian Revolution of 1917,” and are implac-

able opponents of Hitler and what he repre-
sents. To link them up in this manner ison a
par with the slander against Lenin of being
a German spy.

This libellous report damages and casts
iiscredit not on's on these 29 trade union
leaders and the thousands of workers they
represent. but also reflects on the whole in-
ternaziornal socialist movement of the Fourth
Internaziona.. including its British followers
who stand irreconcileably for the overthrow
of Hitlerism and for the defence of the Soviet
T'mi~n =2n4 zivocate that only a workers’
govermmen: in Britzin can achieve these

. ends.

We trust phat the official organ of the
British Labour Party will take immediate
steps to dispel the false impression which the
report, whether deliberately or accidentally,
conveys to the British working-class. In the
interests of political honesty we demand the
unabridged publication of this letter. Failure
to comply with this will brand the “ Daily
Herald ™ as a dishonest and slanderous
journal.

Signed: E. GRANT.
Wor the Executive Committee, Workers’
International League

Copy of Reply from the “ Daily Herald.”
“ Daily Herald ” Editorial Office.
2-12 Endell-street, July 23, 1941,
J.ong Acre,
T.ondon, W.C.2,
PC/DMS
E. Grant.
Workers' International League, -
61 Northdown-street, N.1.

Dear Sir,

1 have made a full inquiry into the matter
raised in your letter of July 21, and I fin¢
that the indictment against 29 leaders of th-
Minneapolis General Drivers’ Union was in-
cluded accidentally in our report of the trial
of alleged Nazi spies.

1 cannot agree with you that this is in any
way damaging to the Minneapolis Union
leaders, since they were not mentioned at all
in the report.

In these circumstances I see no point in
drawing further attention to the matter by
publication of your letter.

Yours faithfully,
PERCY CUDLIFF, Editor.

(Continued from page 4)
European reaction and salvage and regene-
rate what remains of the October Revolution,
but only by waging an ever more implacable
and irreconcileable struggle against the gov-
ernment of finance capital. The programme
of the Fourth International alone advocates
such a path and the revolutionary elements
of the Communist Party, who are already
voting with their feet, must be drawn to our
banner. v

The fate of the workers of Europe and the
world has been tied in one knot by the impe-
rialist war. FEither a Socialist Britain and a
Socialist Europe, or a Fascist Britain and
Europe and the destruction of the U.S.S.R.
as a workers’ state.
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Behind the Arrests of the

American Trotskyists

On July 16th, the London Press carried
reports of the arrest in Minneapolis, U.S.A,,
of twenty-nine of the leading members of the
Minneapolis General Drivers’ Union, Local
544, section of the International Brotherhood
of Teamsters, affiliated to the American
Federation of Labour (A.F.L.). The charges
against these leaders are that they are mem-
bers of the Socialist Workers’ Party (Ameri-
can section of the Fourth International},
attempting to affect control of the army by
the workers, producing explosives and equip-
ment, organising themselves into military
units, and accepting as an ideai formula the
Russian Revolution of 1817. They were
further stated to have received advice from
Trotsky during a recent visit to Mexico. The
trial of our American comrades, we under-
stand, will take place in September,

These blows at the Socialist Workers’
Party are directly the consequence of the
fear of the American bourgeoisie of the
working-class, given a fighting revolutionary
leadership. In this act, the whole programme
of American Imperialism and the aim of its
intervention in the war is revealed. But to
understand the background of these events
it is necessary to examine the actions of
Roosevelt and the labour bureaucracy—the
American Morrisons and Bevins, in the pre-
sent period.

On the basis of the collossal rearmament
drive millions of hitherto unemployed
workers have been absorbed into war indus-
tries. The unprecedented profits which the
American bourgeoisie are reaping in contrast
to the conditions of the working-class in rela-
tion to the sparing cost of living, has impelled
them to go forward for increased wages. The
American workers, especially in mass pro-
duction industries, auto, steel, rubber, etc,
are rapidly in the process of becoming
unionised to an unprecedented degree. 1In
order to secure their legitimate demands in
the face of the unrelenishg opposition of the
employers, they have waged bitter and hard-
fought strikes. In the first period, the em-
ployers, in spite of their use of private armed
thugs and gangsters, failed to intimidate the
workers, who met the employers’ violence
with counter-violence. Even the intervention
of the armed police could not open the way
shrough the picket lines. During the last
few months, in strike after strike, the work-
ers have been victorious. KEven the noto-

rioug anti-labour, anti-unionist Henry Ford,
hag been compelled to admit defeat at the
hands of the workers.

The employers, of course, held forth the
usual demagogy about the treachery of the
masges stabbing the nalion's defence indus-
tries in the back, while they reaped the
greatest profits in the history of capitalism.
But finding that on their private resources,
and even with the aid of the armed police,
they were unsuccessful in quelling the rising
apirit of the workers, they called for the in-
tervention of the Government to assist them.
Roosevell was compelled, sooner than he had
anticipated. to show himself in his true
colocurs., He ordered the army to act openly
in the interests of the employers to break
strikes. But although he succeeded in tem-
porarily bewildering the workers, the sup-
posed “friend of Labour,” Franklin D.
Roosevelt, has provided the workers with a
major political lesson by his acts, and what
is more, he knows that the workers will re-
turin to the attack. Even so, without the
asstance of the trade union leadership, es-
pecially the A. F. of L. officialdom, this tem-
porary set-back would not have been pos-
siple.  The large majority of strikes have
taken place among workers in the mass pro-
duction industries, only recently organised,
These fresh workers are, in the main orga-
niged into the Committee for Industrial Or-
ganisations (CI1.0.). Under the pressure
of the rank and file the leadership of the
(1.0., Lewis, Murray, etc., have been: com-
pelled to take a more progressive stand than
the conservative and even reactionary A.F.
of 1.. Because of the pressure of the tremen-
dous impetus of the American working ciass,

_the C.I.O. leaders have been forced to pro-

ceed with caution, while the leaders of the
A.F.L. representing the craft unions and the
aristocracy of labour, have come out openly
against the workers, even to the extent of
ordering their members to participate in
hreaking C.I1.0O. strikes. This is the reason
for the bitter struggle which is raging be-
tween the C.1O. and AF.L. The A.F.L.
leaders stand openly and completely behind
Roosevelt and the employers. It is signifi-
cant to record here that on his recent visit
to the States, Sir Walter Citrine maintained
relations only with the A.F L. leadership and
made no attempt to open discussicas with the
C.1.0., this in spite of the fact that more
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than half of the organised American working
class are in the ranks of the C.I.O. and it
is recruiting hundreds of thousands each
month.

The American Trotskyists have established
2 militant tradition in the T.U.s since 1934
when they led a fighting campaign in Minnea-
polis which resulted in the organisation of
200,000 lorry drivers. Their leadership of
the teamsters Local 544 is recognised as the
most revolutionary in the country. In their
sresent desire to smash down the resistance
of the workers, the employers must destroy
that group which will lead the way for the
v/hole of the working class. As a first
move in this direction, Mr. Daniel Tobin,
President of the A.F. of L.’s International
Brotherhood of Teamsters, acting as bosses’
agent attempted to oust the militant leaders
of Local 544 which stood in the way of the
reactionary pro-employer policies of the AP,
of L. officialdom. Bureaucratically and ar-
bitrarily an attempt was made to oust the
leadership and impose on the drivers an
agreement with the bosses. Not one of the
charges contained in a bulky manuscript
against local 544 leadership, was of a trade
union character. Tobin was forced to admit
that it was these leaders who had built the
union; had won great sirikes in wages and
conditions; had helped build the teamsters
movement in that area; that they were figh-
rers and knew how to fight their employers.
But. he stated, “we can’t have them in our
International, because they are radicals and
members of the Socialist Workers Party.”

Naturally, the rank and file who had be-
come attached to their leaders who had led
them to victories in many bitterly fought
strikes and had proven their loyalty over a
period of years, laughed to scorn Tobin’s
attempts.

Faced with Tobin's provocation, the team-
sters’ leaders headed by the Dunne brothers,
Farrel Dobbs, Postal Kelly, Ray Rainbolt and
others called a mass meeting to explain the
position. At this meeting which was atten-
ded by 4,000 workers, with tfhousands crow-
ding the door ways, it was decided, with one
or two dissentients to secede from the con-
servative and ossified A.F. of L. and go over
to the more progressive C.I.O. This move
would have been the signal for the concerted
movement on the part of the national team-
sters locals to join Local 544. Not only this.
A large section of the already discontented
AF.L. workers would have been affected.
This would have led to a crisis in the A.F. of
I. With a leaven of revolutionary fighters
the forward move of the CI1.0. workers
would be directed into far reaching anti-
capitalist channels. The New York Times,
organ of big business, carried lengthy
articles dealing with the question and their
comment is as follows:

“;q labour circles it is predicted that a
civil war among teamsters, which is likely
to have broad repercussions in the A.F. of
L. and C.1.O. and the defence programme,
will soon be under way as the result of the
step taken by the Minneapolis teamsters
to leave the Tobin organisation. Local
544 led by Miles and Vincent Dunne,
known in Minnesota as adherents of the
Socialist (Trotskyist) Workers Party, is
regarded as cne of the mcst militant
unions amongst teamsters and was one of
the leaders in the movement that ended
with union contracts for 200,000 “over the
road” truckers in the Middle Western
States.”
«“ . Mr. Tobin in his statement issued
in Indianapolis today states: “They (the
leaders of local 544) were requested to dis-
sociate themselves from the radical Trot-
sky organisation which they were further-
ing and fostering, aiding and abetting.
They were using the teamsters union to
further this Trotsky movement in our
countiry, which is operated under the name
of the Socialist Workers Party. One de-
partment of the Federal Government has
this to say about them: “The main specific
task of the Socialist (Trotskyist) Workers
Party is the mobilisation of the American
masses for struggle against American
capitalism and its overthrow. Our infor-
mation is that apparently one of the
strongest and most militant sections of the
party is located in Minneapolis. This
group is referred to as General Drivers
Union, Local 544. Local 544 is led by
the Dunne brothers. Miles, Vincent and
Grant, and has developed a wide reputation
for strikes and disorders. Their radical
element is organised into a ‘defence guard.’
The defence guard is based around five
men, four men and a captain.”
Tobins statement concludes: “We feel that
while our country is in a dangerous posi-
tion, these disturbers who believe in the
policies of foreign, radical governments,
must be in some way prevented from pur-
suing this dangerous course—dangerous
first to the trade unions, dangerous to in-
dustry, and above all, dangerous to the
nation.”

When the programme of the Trotskyists
was put forward in a period of reaction, and
apathy, the American bourgeoisie felt no
need to take measures against its exponents.
But in the present situation when they are
compelled to take open repressive measures
against labour, even resorting to using the
army, then this programme becomes a Living
reality with a receptive working class.

‘Alarmed at the turn of events Tobin im-
mediately appealed to Roosevelt for assis-
tance in suppressing the workers and re-

{Continued on page 16)
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HOW PARIS FELL

By TERENCE PHELAN

As bourgeois culture goes, it is indispu-
table that Paris was the heart of civilisation.
It was “the city of light,” the world’s artistic
Mececa. In the amenities of daily living, in
poetry, painting and music, it was unsur-
passed. Lenin, no sentimentalist, loved
Paris and called it “the capital of the world.”

For. a rare once, cthen, we can agree with
the petty-bourgeois intellectuals the world
over to whom the fall of Paris symbolised the
end of an era of civilisation.

They mourn, they lament and they weep,
but they refuse to-face the question of
greatest importance. Why was the foremost
citadel of hourgeois culture abandoned to
Nazi barbarism without a shot being fired
in its defence? Let us try to answer it for
them. This is how I saw Paris ag it fell.

THE BREAKDOWN
OF THE FRENCH BOURGEOISIE

- Paris as it fell was tragically beautiful.
Late on the afternoon of Wednesday, the
1Zth of June, the petroleum and gasolene
reserves in all the suburban refineries were
set on fire by retreating French.troops. Paris
was ringed with monumental and sinister
columns of jet, oily smoke. These, meeting
at the zenith, far above the white cumulus
clouds, slowly blotted out the sun, and
spread a black pall over the doomed and
deserted city. The blotting out of “the city
of light” by that cloud was a sort of grim
apocalypse.

Many bourgeois foreign correspondents
have compared this to the black onrush of
Nazis. It reminded me just as strongly of
another obfuscatory cloud; that of the flee-

‘ing French censorship which, until the very

last characteristically refused to disclose the
truth to its people.. At the very moment
that the surrender of Paris was being arran-
ged at its own gate, the censor was still re-
porting that German troops were being held
40 kilometres away. Through that blacl.(,
foreboding sky, Parisians who sat by their
radios (newspapers having ceased publi-
cation) first came in contact with German
technique. The German advance had left
the French government without enough
broadecasting stations to broadcast news it-
self or to continue its war-long practice of
“jamming” German broadcasts. Thus, for
the first time the French heard the cold,
accurate account of the Germans’ advance
from the Germans themselves. It was a
sobering shock .

" No less characteristic was the behaviour

cf the upper classes. The Paris correspon-
dent of a Chicago paper, with a taste for
statistics, calculated that 71 per cent of the
metropolitan Parisians and 68 per cent of the
suburban Parisians who fled southward were
bourgeois and petty-bourgeois.” The wealthy
quarters were entirely empty ag their inhabi-
tants piled into their expensive cars and de-
serted their capital in panic. This same
correspondent aptly called this flight “The
Great Bugger-out.”

‘Most characteristic of all was the inde-
cision about Paris on the part of the Govern-
ment.  Contradictory orders were piled on
top of one another. An order that all men
above 17 were to leave the city at once for
the south was followed by a countermanding
order whereby they must, under penalty of
being considered deserters, remain with their
factories in which they had been requisition-
ed. In a burst of heroic bombast, the gov-
erniment announced that Paris would be de-
fended “street by street and house by
house.” Three days later came the formal
decision that Paris was to be an open city.

THE
NIGHTMARE OF THE BOURGEOISIE

What lay behind such conflicting orders?
Why was Paris not defended?

No modern eity which is seriously defen-
ded can be taken until it is either razed to the
ground or starved and thirsted out. Madrid
was defended for two years against over-
whelming odds. Why, then, was Paris, not
only the capital, but the economic nerve cen-
tre of all France, abandoned at the last
minute without a semblance of struggle?

Was it because the French forces were, as
they stated, so devoted to the artistic monu-
ment of Paris, so tender toward its populace?
Nonsense! If that would have furthered its
own ends, the French bourgeoisie of 1940
would have reduced Paris to rubble as it
came near to doing in 1871. Was it, as some
Anglo-American editors suggested, that
France had “degenerated,” and French sol-
diers were cowards? The British Ministry
of Information may spread such an explana-
tion, but the French bourgeoisie knew better
It knew that the ordinary poilu was, and re-
mains, as good a fighting man as there is in
the world, provided he had something to
fight for. In fact, the contrary was the
truth. The French rulers were not so much
afraid that the poilu lacked courage; it was
afraid that he would show it—in cther ways
than ordered.
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The French government and the French
nourgeoisie was plagued by a nightmare, a
pightare so terrifying that it thought any-
thing, even the yielding of its capital, pre-
ferable.  That nightmare was a second Paris
Commurne.

The nercic proletarian ghost of 1871 rose
from the streets of its slaughter to make
the French bosses jibber. A Commune!
Anything, anything—rather than that!

-~ As a matter of fact, the possessing classes
need not have worried so much. Stalinism
:nd reformist socialism had done their dirty
work only tooc well, during the Popular
Fromt period. The workers of Paris were
comparitively apathetic, virtually leaderless,
whotly disorganised. There was no revolu-
(ionary party of mass strength to evoke and
direct a proletarian defence. Under the
prevailing circumstances, a Commune would
have been an almost impossible improvisa-

tor. Put even that extremely remote possi-

bility was toc mueh for the I'rench bour-
geoisie to bear; they were determined that
no interlude should intervene long enough
to permit the creation of any proletarian de-

" fence of their capital. To avoid that greater

evil, they raced against time to deliver their

city to the “lesser evil”—the oncoming Nazis.

THE TRANSFER OF POWER

Mo aspect of the collapse of France has

een more obscured than this, in the official

report. The reason is not hard to find. The
cowardly betrayal strips from the French
ruling class 1ts masquerade costume of class-
less . naticnal patriotism,” whici heiped it
“eceive the nation. Its voluntary gift of
Paris to the Nazis reveals in all its foul elass
hakedtiess the bourgeoisie’s prefence for an
enemny imperialism to defence by its own

- people.

“The delivery of the capital, the transfer of
powrer, was accomplished with a smoothness

- beyond the French bosses’ most optimistic

czpectations. They were really frightened
of their own people. When the ministry
{iet  southwsrd, police began to disappear

srom the streets, and to be concentrated in
‘parracks in genuine fear of their lives. For
* 20 years they had gnarled at the Paris popu-

lace unchecked, ridden it down, arrested it

and -smashed it over the head. They had
. gcod reasgon o fear that, in any interregnum
‘between the government’s flight and the Ger-
“mans’ arrival, the long-abused masses might

huit them down like rats. I+ was both

- comical and dream-like to see how few “flics”
- gtiil showed their ugly mugs as they stood in
“ 4imid peirs at a good distance from and in
- Gbvious terror of groups of discussing
" Parisians, cspecially workers massed around

" closed factory doors. d
“vicipus of professional strike-breakers, the

Twven those most

3%

" plack helmeted and black-hearted ‘‘gardes
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mobiles” went into terrified hiding. T saw
one of them, caught in the open, ostenta-
.iously helping an old lady across a com-
pletely traffic-less street in a ridiculous
attempt to make himself out as kindhearted.

Meanwhile, the French army emissaries
were engaged in hasty parleys with a Ger-
jnan Army commission in a villa outside
Paris. Working against time, against the
fear that the Parisians might take matters
into .their own hands, they were successful;
the military arrangements were agreed to.
At 6 p.an., the night before occupation, the
civil and police arrangements were likewise
being completed at the eastern gates. When
late-sleeping Parisians awoke on the morning
of Paris's fall, the first thing they saw was
the Paris police out in full force again, haul-
ing down the tricolor and running up the
swastika on public buildings and boulevard
flag-posts.

Within three days the comforting presence
of their new masters restored the spirits of
the police enough to pring forth their old
bullying selves. They demanded ‘‘papers”
for the purpose of catching political refugees,
turning over their archives to the Gestapo,
and enfcreing the new German regulations.
The old blood-hounds who had hunted down
revolutionaries and working class militants
so long for the French bourgeoisie, went
down on all fours before their new masters.

The heart of the French police system is
+he Prefecture of the Isle de la Cité. Essen-
tially unchanged since the days of the sinis-
ey Fouche, this great gray building, grim
and grimy, has been the French symbol of
secret police terror. There each week went
housands of refugees, driven from their own
countries because they struggled against re-
action, each with a pathetic ragged purple
paper informing him that he must leave
France within one week. They came to have
this lease on life extended for one week more.
This is how the emigré workers and demo-
crats really lived in the greatest and most
cuttured of bourgeois democracies, renowned
for “political asylum.”

By the Monday before occupation, the
Prefecture was unrecognizable. Amid an
atmosphere of burning documents and im-

- pending disaster, 1 saw running about the

corridors those powerful functionaries from
secret inner offices whose special delight it
had been to remain invisible and unapproach-
able, to condemn a helpless petitioner with-
out ever permitting him to plead his case
face to face with them. These formerly
omnipotent individuals were scurrying about
in a panic that swung between a speechless
impatience to get away, and a propitiatory

oliteness for self-protection. The notorious
purple papers, still humbly presented for ex-
tension were waved aside with a hasty but
significant statement—‘papers don’t matter
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any more, we are beyond the stage of
papers.”

They spoke the simple truth. The Prefec-
ture's “paper’”’ was worthless, like that of a
bankrupt business or finaneial concern, be-
czuse it had no material backing. The whcle
system of state repression had fallen to
pieces, was powerless. Only a week before it
had been sending men to death, to long im-
prisonment. It had the power of seizure, of
holding incommunicado, of secret torture, of
framenp. It had all the terrifying prestige of
state power behind it. And now, here it was,
dissolving like sugar in water.

THE HOLLOW SHELL

I had read about the breakdown of Czarism
and the collapse of Kerensky's regime. Eut
the dissolution of the French State was a
sight—and a lesson—rnever to be forgotten.
Literary descriptions can give a theoretical
understanding of the process and its gigni-
ficance, but it is quite a different thing to see
the state structure erumble before your eyes.

The experience is over helming. We do
not realise how much we are hypnotised by
the apparent power and permanence of the
boss state. I thought of the hundreds of good
American union members I knew. who were
ready to fight any private corporation to a
standstill, but who thought that the State
was something quite different, something too
big and too enduring to struggie against and
overthrow. 1 wish they had been standing
beside me and could see with their own eyes
what a hollow shell the whole monumental-
looking system of boss state repression really
is, once it has been shaken to its foundations
by a real blow. '

t was tragic that in the case of France it
had to be another imperialism—a rival bour-
geois repression machine—that the French
Prefecture was giving way to. But that no-
wise affected the fundamental lesson of the
collapsibilty of the decadent bourgeois state.

For the first time I then realized with my
own eyes, ears and heart the profound mean-
ing of the revoluticnary cry: “we are SO
many; they are so few!” 1 then understood
that once the determining sector of the work-
ing class take the revolutionary road and
moves against the capitalist state sthat state
will crumple with an ease that will surprise
the workers. Under sufficent pressure, the
entire apparatus—its cops, its sheriffs and
deputies, its army officers, its governors and
judges and cabinet rinisters and presidents
~will run like so many scared rabbits.

In a hour like this one really feels in his
own skin, the absolute rightness of the
Marxist analysis of the state as the execu-
tive committee of the ruling class of govern-
ment as an instrument of armed repression.
One sees how the ruling class maintains it-
self by bribing a thin segment of the workers
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to act as mercenary police against its own

class struggle; and realizes how thin that

segment is. :
THE UNENOWN SOLGIER

Returning home at midnight, between
Thusday, the 13th, and Friday. June 14th
though a black and emnty Paris, I noticed
that the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier under
the Arec de Triomphe was deserted.
The French Government had fled,
the plutocrats had fled, even the
naid guards of the Tomb ‘had fled.
There yesterday, the French rulers had skil-
fally and shamelessly exploited the genvine
popular mourning for the unknosm dead of
the last war. On the morrow the army of
German imperialism using the same skilfil
mean of propaganda, were going with their
ostentatious orders, to pickup where the
French imperialists had left off.

But at the moment between the regime of
capitalist repression that had gone »nd the
vegime of imperialist oppression that wan
marching in on the morrow +he vnknown
goldier lay, as the perfect symbgcl of the com-
pletely forgotten man ,the plain ordinary guy
who gets killed 50 that one gang of exploiters
rather than another can make his widow and
children work for less pay and live in more
misery. At that moment neither of the gangs
had any real interest in him For a brief
Lonr the unknown soldier was left a'one. with
aniv a stray foreign revolutionist standing by
<6 Ronour him with pity and vengeance in his
heart.

THE ENTRY OF THE GERMAN TROOPS

A vague terror pervaded the city before the
Cerman trocns 2rrived  The people left in
Daris would not have been surprised to see
columne of mechanised men marching into
the city. after the swift speed of the Nazis’
advance Instead they saw battalion after
hattalion of robust farm boys cn sleek, fat
narses  The trcops entered as though thev
axpected to be received, not as conquerors
bt ag deliverers, Every defail of the capture
of Paris was executed with the calculated
rolitical aimi of at least neutralising the
"rench if not gaining them as allies.

The Parisians had had reason to be fright-
sned The colonial troops who fell hack to the
region around Paris, had looted and de-
stroyed in a terrifying manner. These troops
were sacrificed by their French commanders
-vith a brutal carelessness beyond belief, and
it can well be imagined with what rage and
hatred toward the French these colonials had
vetreated ,through north-eastern France.
Wrench propaganda led the people to expect
he same treatment from the Germans.

1t can readily be imagined, then, what
ffect the agreeable occupation of the city by
the Germans had upon the people. By pass-
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ing their mechanised divisions aroung Paris
to the scuth the Nazis took over the city with
the cheeriest, politest, most fraternising of
available troops. Contrasted with the loot-
ing of the French colonials the behaviour of

- the occupying Germans was almost comic in

its correctness, so far did they lean over
backwerd in observing legality Reichswehr
squads went about making inventories of
domages duly witnessed by French civil
~uthorities, They, themselves did no damage
at all. Except for such big hotels and
chateaux as were needed for officers’
quarters, there were very few reqisitions.
Rare occasions of illegal requisitions or
thefts by German soldiers were punished by
immediate and ostentatious execution of the
soldier involved in the presence of the
aggrieved Franch civilian An acquaintance of
mine witnessed such an execution for the
theft of six cakes and 100 francs’ (225 dols.
in American currency) worth from the
woman proprietor of a backe-shop.

Curing the first week of the occupation,

about as many German soldiers were execi.

ted for such misdeeds as were French civi-
lians for their resistance to German
repression: about 10 Frenchmen were exe-
ciited; two of them to give the devil his due.
were policemen.

As soon as the parades needed for movie
consumption at home in Germany were duly
completed, the bulk of the occuying troops,
given leave, started to visit artistic monu-
ments and talk tothe civilians Most spoke
French; all were polite. They were full of
their own brand of anti-captialism and they
were pereptually apologising to the French
for being there at all

1 overheard cne soldier talk as follows:
“Ycu Parisians are so polite; we have always
heard you were. But we Germans know that
ou don't like to have us here. We are embar-
rassed too you know. How can you beexpected
to like us, when we had to destroy large sec-
tions of your country te the north and east
and when we have to take over your capital?
We don’t want to, but we have to, until we
have beaten the capitalistic, imperialistic
England, which starved and stifled Germany
until National Socialism made us strong
enough to fight back. But you French will
administer Paris; we Germans will try to
efface ourselves as much as possible.”

The Parisians had expected almost any-
thing except this type of fraternization.

While this source of well-rehearsed and,
it is not at all unlikely sincere declarations,
were being made by the German soldiers to
the people of Paris, the British Broadcasting
Co. was accusing the French of cowardice
and betrayal, just after the British had
scampered out of the Dunkerque pocket
abandoning therein the 84,000 French poilus
who had covered their retreat. It can be

readily understood why the French people
didn’t become enthusiastically pro-British
after the fall of Paris.

“ERILL THEM VWITH KINDNESS”

On the road south of Paris, the humani-
tarianism of the Cierman trocps was as strik-
ing as their previcus terrorism which had
originally caused tke chaos. The great
columns of German trucks, rushing supplies
to the fighting in the south became, as they
sved northward again for further supplies,
the surest transport for returning French
refugees. Loaded with women and children.
thev could almost alwavs spare a bit of food
for the hungrv or a litre of gasoline for a
stalled car. They spread good-nature and
nuzzlement everywhere. Was this the Hun
that the French radios and Press had taught
them to expect? the people asked. It was,
but not at the moment. Mixing their
methods, the clever Nazis onutwitted the
French bv treating them in a totally different
fashion than they had anticivated. By “ kill-
ing them with kindness,” the Nazis succeeded
in dumbfounding and immobilizing any
potential resistance. The conduct of the Ger-
mans stood in particular contrast with the
attitude of the British old-school-tie officers,
who in the pre-Blitz days treated the French
in the same lordly wav as they were accus-
tomed to treat Gold-Coast natives or
Indians.

The sole excevtion was the fascist Ttalian
vesidents in Paris, who emerged from hiding
nfter the Germans came, and strutted about
like pouter-pigeons, arousing great popular
resentment.

Most gkilful of all instruments were the
news broadcasting trucks which the Germans
sent to every quarter of Paris. The Parisians
had begun to discard as useless their home
radios, from which they received either resu-
1ar insults from the British or irregular lies
from their own fleeing government. To their
surprise and sorrow, they received from the
German newscasting apparatus restrained
and accurate information en the progress of
the fighting and the French governmental
erisis which ended in the Petain-Lavalle-
Marquet coup d’etat. There is no weapon so
strong as truth, even when it is pressed into
the service of the worst reaction.

Newspapers were encouraged to resume
publication; censorship was, in actual fact,
milder than under the French regime. Typi-
cal was a new daily called “ La France au
Travail.” Its slogan was ‘‘ national commun-
ism.” It was of course 200 per cent.
patriotic French. While * admitting ” that
the Germans, having beaten the French in
fair fight, had a right to occupy the strategic
north until the campaign against England
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was completed, it “ pressed ” for the retire-
ment of the invader at “ the earliest possible
moment.” With obvious access to police
archives. it ran a devastatinglvy documented
serieg of attacks on the late Reynaud Gov-
ernment, proving to the hilt its suppression
of civil liberties, its graft, frameups, anti-
lahour nolicy, ete. It attacked capitalism
savagely, and called for a French renaissance
under nationalist slogans. It even discreetly
criticised Germany. {The only place the Ger-
man cloven heof showed through was in the
naper’s unremitting attacks against the
Vichy Government.)

THE FAILURES OF FASCIST
PROPAGANDA

It is difficult to conceive s mnre accurately
aimed, psvchologically gkilful kind of propa-
ganda than “T.a Franee an Travail™ And
how did the Paris workers react to this
auper-French Press? Tr their eternal credit
be it renorted: thev called it “the German
Press” and used it to wrap potatoes in when
thev could find notatres,

Ore must report that the French workine-
class has grown to some extent politically
evnical: it has been sold so manv times bv
the socialiste apd Stalinists, that it tends to
dstrust all politics. including eorrect politics.
Rut the vast political experierice which the
French working-clags has nindergene has not
heen in vain, as shown by its immediate hos-
tilitv to such paners as “T.a France au
Travail.”

The very first weeks of German oceupation
showed, too, that a successful invasion bv a
fascist power brought no prestige to native
fascism. On the cortrary. The main fascist
group, the Doriot followers, failed tn gain
any adherents. Under Marchale {Doriot
himself being still in the unoccupied terri-

‘torv) the French fascists rushed into print

with a new weekly. ¢ La Vie Nationale,” and,
under German protection, began a drive for
membership. But they were soon chased out
of workers distriets and finally wandered
miserably about in front of fashionable cafes.
happy to sell a paper here and there.

Anti-Semitism looked menacing for just a
moment, after the occupation, when “ Aryans
only ” signs appeared on some cafes and
restaurants and the kent Press started a vio-
lent campaign of the most vulgar Jew-bait-
ing. But Anti-Semitism won no converts, did
not spread, and was by most people treated
as a joke. Students of fascist methods were
expecting some frameup. like planting a
Jewish grocery full of food-stuffs and then
spreading word in the neighbourhood that
the Jew was hoarding. But the contempt
with which the ordinary Parisian treated the
anti-Semitic campaign appareatly made the
Nazis and their French friends decide it was
useless to attempt such a tactie,

As a matter of fact, the only propaganda
campa.ign that had any success was that
against the British, The ground it fell on

“was not barren. There was a widespread

feeling among all classes that it was British
imperialism which had dragged France into
the war and that in military support the
Rritish had let them down badly. Still. it
is to he doubted whether the anti-British
campaign would have had the success it did
have. had it not been for Churchill’s order to
attack the French fleet at Oran. The French
were sick of the war. thev felt thev were out
of the war: thev believed that prevarations
had been made to sink the fleet rather than
to turn it over to the Germans shold the
Iatter violate the armistice terms. Tt was
simplv too much then. thev felt. when the
British. allezing that Hitler was thinking nf
seizing the French fleet in violation of the
armistice terms. tried to sink the semi-
disarmed fleet, Kkilling some 2000 Trerch
sailors in the process. Fortunatelv for
Churchill, not even the Oran murders could
make the French proletariat aeree to support
of the German war against England. The
workers want no more of the bloodv and
meaningless imperialist war on either side.

HITLER’S “ NEW ORDER ” BLOSSOMS

Tn the defeated nation, class distinctions
remained sharper then ever. Till at least as
late as October. anyone who had the price
of 100 francs (2.25 dols.) per head, could
stroll into. say, the Restaurant Chez Pierre
and have himself a little snack consisting of
caviare, langouste, chauteaubriand marchand
de vins with pommes souffles. salad wild
strawberries with thick ereme d'Isignv. the
whole washed down with Montrachet Goutte
d’Or 1934 and Chambolles-Musigny Clos
Comte de Vogue 1915, followed by plenteous
coffee with accompanying Grand Marnier
Cordon Rouge or a good 50-vear-old fine-
champagne. But in the workers’ suburbs
hundreds of women stood in hundreds of in-
terminable lines waiting to buy a single cab-
bage, $swapping tips on where to get a tinv
niece of laundry soap or trying to figure out
how much truth there was in the rumour
that such and such a market would sell one-
half pound of potatoes per customer the
following day. And those in these lines were
the ones who still had some few pitiable
savings; far more were standing in other
long lines in front of soup-kitchens, waiting
for their pint of weak and nearly meatless
pot-au-feu. This was Hitler’s New Order

Nearly two million unemployed haunted
the closed factories of Paris. ~What work
there was, was mostly at the Citroen plant—
completety wiped out by astonishingly acen-
rate German bombing during the one big air-.
raid on central Paris—helping in wrecking
and salvaging operations, or loading immense
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auantities of heavy industrial machinery on
flat-cars for Germany. Because, much raore
sionificant than the rather childish les of
Rritish nronaganda. it was not of fond that
Germanv was stripping France, but of all
machinerv for heavv industrv. in accordance
with the long-ranse Nazi plan of reducing
Frarce to an agrieultural and light-conver-
sion-inAnstrv economv. .

The Nazig from the first showed little con.
fidence of heine ahle to seeure enthusiatie
accentanee from the Parisian masses for a
neranertive of a wvassal aericultural state.
Tren in the firgt davs when the German
tronns were fraternising with the nopnlatinn.
arreatg heoan., Thev were garried out in the
a%ilfnl nibhline tactirs of the Gestavo. Verv
=ecretlv. a few at a time. so as not to arouse
the masses., the Cestano began ranndine 1m
revohitionists, Stalinists, and militant trade
uninnists, . . ) .

No matter how manv thev may arrest.
however. thev cannot hehead the srowine
movement against Hitler's “ New Order.” As
the monthe have passed since the writer’s
denartnre he has had indiestinns that the
gitnation has gharvened stil further. Wor
shaild nne believe the fabrieations about
France in the American and British Press:

the, resistance against the invader has
nothing in common with the ‘ Free France ™
movenient of the segment of French impe-
rialists led by De Gaulle. There is as little
hove for France under a restoration of the
old national capitalism as there is under
Hitler. If Hitler is ohblized tn reverse the his-
toric process and de-industrialise France, the
De Gaullists would do no better. Two wars,
the first of which ruined even a victorious
France. and the second of which finallv de-
stroved her as an independent nation. have
amplv proved that the nationalistic anarchy
of a divided Furope cannot solve anything, .
even if it conld be restored.

To avoid more stiich wars and to save and
exnand the productive forces—that can onlv
be done bv the Socialist United States of
Furove. That is the onlv conceivable per-
anective for the French neonle. And small

" bt significant beginrings in France todav

show that historv is inevitablv moving thet
wav: as a national liberation movement
arises. in the form of thonsands of little iso-
1ated undererowmd committees. thev tend tn
slin over from national movements into social
movements, for the reason that there is
nrhvionsly no longer anv economic base in
French national capitalism.

REHIND THE ARRFSTS OF THE
AMERICAN TROTSKYTSTS
{Continued from nage 10}

moving the leadershin. And the President
took a hand in the dispute himself. With
the onthreak of the German-Soviet war the
task of Roosevelt became simpler. He now
felt rertain. and events have justified him
in this, that as in Britain, so in Amrica,
the Communists, at the behest of the Krem-
lin. would go combpletelv over to ‘“national
wnity.” that is to the side of the emplovers.
The danger of the pseudo-radicalism of the
Stalinists is removed and he can concentrate
the full force of reaction against those ele-
ments who alone represent the interests of
the masses. Coupled with the great strike
movements, the American working class is
awakening to volitical consciousness, which
has hitherto been dormant. and this con-
sciousness will be crystallised around the de-
mand for an Independent Labour Party, a
demand put forward by the Socialist Work-
ers Party.

In the past period the Trotskyists have
gone forward on the basis of the genuine
revolutionary programme which shows the
working class that the only road to the de-
struction of fascism is the conquest of power
by the workers; that Roosevelt and the rul-
ing class are interested only in furthering
the profits and aggrandisement of Americar
imperialsm. In the recent election in Newark

onr brother vnartv gained 1.352 votes. onlv
46 less than the Stalinists.  This taken in
eoniunction with the 9000 vntes east for
Cirace Carlson in Minresots and St. Panl in’
the nrevious election, is just a harbinger of
the future develobments.  Roosevelt hoves
to nin “Trotskvism” in the bnd hefore it
oains formidable pronortions.  All the forces
of reaction are unitine in a consoiracv:
acsinst the programme of Leninisma. What
Wall Street is fearful of ig that the masses
will. in the course of the war thev are pre-
naring to enter, take matters into their vwn
hands: take over control of nroduction and
exvropriate the exploiters: take over control
nf the entire management of the nation; and
finally, take over control of the “war against
fascism” in the only way that will guarantee
its permanent extinction from the face of the.
planet—that is the conquest of power by the

‘working class.

It is symbolic of the period that all the
forces of reaction from fascism right through
the various shades of the labour movement
down to the Stalinists, are unanimous on one
issue—vilification and vpersecution of the
Trotskyists. Roosevelt’s onslaught, which
will now receive the support of the Stalinists,
is living proof that alone of all tendencies in
the Labour movement, Trotskyism faithfully
represents the interests of the American
masses. These persecutions will not prvnt
the extnsion of our influence among the
American proletariats and farmers.
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