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A NEW STAGE IN HISTORY
and the Tasks of the
Working Class

Draft Resolution of Central Committee for Discussion at
Forthcoming Conference of Workers’ International League

OUR PRINCIPLES $TOOD
THE TEST

The outbreak of the Second
World Imperialist War did not de-
scend upon-the peoples of the world
without warning.

/Already through the war of 1914-
1918, world imperialism had de-

monstrated that it had ceased to’

perform a progressive function in
~world economic and social develop-

. ment and had become a reactionary

fetter on the development of the
productive, social and cultural
forces of the world. - The revolu-
tionary comimunists assimilated the
lessons of this manifestation of im-
perialist decay and drew the lessons
in their programme.
Analysing this period,
outstanding theoreticians
Bolshevik. movement,
Trotsky, demonstrated that the
capitalist fetters on production,

the two
of the

Lenin and.

aggravated by national boundaries

of capitalist states and world em-
pires, would inevitably give rise to
a new world war if the workers
failed to overthrow the capitalist
system and establish a new socialist
order. They demonstrated that the
most important problem facing ‘the
workers was to unify Europe econ-
omically and politically, for upon
this. depended the future-economic
and cultural development  of ‘the
workers of the world. Should the

unification of Europe be left in the -

hands of capitalism, it would usher
in a period of barbaric oppression
and be but the pre]ude to a world
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conflict between capitalist Europe
and American imperialism.

This thesis has been tragically
confirmed by the experiences of our
generation.

The failure of the working class
to weld Europe together was due,
in the main, to the treachery of the
leadership of the Social Democratic
and Stalinist parties. In control of
the mass organisations which alone
were capablé of defeating reaction,
they capitulated to the Nazis in
Germany without firing a shot or
attempting to rally the working
class for a decisive battle. By their
policy of coalition with the capital-
ists in thegPopular Front, they be-
trayed the revolution in France and

in Spain. It was thus that the re-
actionary unification of Europe
through enslavement was under-

taken by the Nazis who sought to
organise ‘‘The New Order in
Europe.”

“With the rise of nationalist re-
visionism in the Communist Inter-
national under the cloak of ‘‘ Social-
ism in One Country”, it was left
to the Communist internationalists
to continue the revolutionary trad-
itions and principles of Bolshevism,
under the leadership of Trotsky.
In a series of Theses, Resolutions
.and Programmatic documents, the
Fourth Internationalists established
their Bolshevik-Leninist heritage.

In contrast to the Stalinists and
the reformists of all’ shades, the
Fourth  International warned:
meither the League of Nations nor
the so-called Peace Blocs could pre-
vent the impending imperialist ivar;
only the proletarian revolution
could crush the preparations for the
coming blood-bath and imperialist
intervention against the Soviet
Union, and ensure peace in Europe
and the world., We pledged our-
selves to the defence of the Soviet
Union and to a principled oppos-
ition to the war in all the capitalist
countries alike. No support for the
' Governments of the ruling class;
no support for the conduct of their
war. The class struggle. is the
motive power of progress in war
time as in peace time.

Whilst the’ Social Democrats,
Labourites and Stalinists allied
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themselves to their imperialist rul-
ers at the outbreak of war, the
Trotskyists continued the revolu-
tionary socialist struggle against
the capitalists in their own coun-
tries, fascist and democratic. They
confidently base themselves upon
the inevitability of the imperialist
war giving place to proletarian re-
volution with the upsurge of revol-
utionary enthusiasm among the
worlkers.

Four years of war have served to
test and re-establish the correctness
of the Marxist analysis of war and
revolution.

Workers' International League
reaffirms thése basic ideas: we do
not change our course. Our task
is to assimilate the Marxist method,
to translate the ideas of the Fourth
International into action in the up-
heavals and storms which tomorrow
brings.

We have now entered a new stage
in the international situation. The
imperialist war has given rise to the
first of a series of proletarian up-
risings and revolutions.

The inglorious exit of Mussolini
from the stage of history, the col-
lapse of fascism throughout Italy
after 20 years, the initiative which
the Italian workers have already
shown in the first stages of the
revolution in the spontaneous set-
ting up of Workers’ Committees
(Soviets) : all these events indicate
that a new period of mass struggles
and political alignments is opening
up in Europe and the world.

Side by side with the antagonism
of the imperialist states, there is the
class antagonism of all the imper-
ialists ,to the Soviet- Union which
remains the first proletarian breach
in the capitalist walls; an ‘antagon-
ism which although temporarily
pushed into the background on the
part of Britain and the U.S.A., will
inevitably take first place as war
gives place to civil war and imper-
ialist peace in Europe. '

History repeats itself on a higher
plane. The same basic contradic-
tions which impelled the imperial-
ists to clash in 1914, forced them
to attempt a solution by force of
arms once again in 1939. The im-
mediate cause of the present war
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was the rivalry between the old
established and ‘wealthy colonial
empires, Britain and France who
stood for the status quo, and the
belated imperialist plunderers who
sought to disrupt the status quo,
Germany and Italy. This in turn
precipitated Japan to challenge
America and Britain for control of
the East. The primary aim of Ger-
man imperialisra in 1914-1918, was
to subjugate Europe as a base
against Great Britain. Her primary
alm in the present clash was to sub-
jugate Europe, to challenge the
United States for the domination
of the whole world.

Reflecting the more concentrated
and explosive character of the im-
perialist crisis, prolonged only by
the treachery and the reformist illu-
sions of the leaders of the mass or-
ganisations of the working class,
the political contradictions are like-
wise on a higher plane. The experi-
ence of a generation has not passed
without a corresponding rise in the
level of political consciousness of the
working class. The war of 1914-
1918 resulted in mass chauvinism
among the proletariat and peasants
of all the capitalist countries. The
new war was greeted with sullen
resignation upon the part of the al-
ready disillusioned masses.

In all countries the world crisis
is reflected in the universal militar-
isation of the people. Millions of
proletarians and peasants, the most
virile, productive and revolutionary
sections of the population, are with--
drawn from the factories and from
the land to shoulder arms. Just as
the class struggle ~ deepens and
hardens in the factories and fields,
so in the coming period it will re-
flect ‘itself in the military forces.
Imperialist war will give place to
proletarian militarism. The revol-
utionary socialists, guardians of the
class independence of the working
class, alone understand this trans-,

ition and base themselves upon it;

they alone teach and organise their
forces to replace the capitalist arm-
ies with the armies of the working
class. :

_ On the military fronts, the war
is characteriséd by an entire shift
in the balance of power and politi-:
cal ‘in’itiative,; The early victories -
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.of Hitler’s armies are now swept

into the album of history. - The

‘Mikado can see in this denouement,

a reflection of the future of Japan.

_~ The mighty armies of Anglo-Ameri-

can imperialism, backed by the most
gigantic war production in all- his-
tory, stamp their hall-mark on the
shape of things to come.

* L4

Germany defeatcd France, strip-
ped and ruined her and her satellites
on the European continent. Britain

'was left only the choice of becoming

a satellite ‘of Hitler or of American
imperialismi.  She became com-
pletely dependent on the patronage
of America. The further develop-

‘ment of the war led to the ruin of

all Europe; to the position where
Germany and Soviet Russia . have
bled each other white. Large tracts
of Asia have been laid waste. Alone
of all the belligerents American im-
perialism can hope to come out of
the war strengthened militarily and
But even mighty
America cannot escape the conse-
quences of the war. Tt will be im-
possible-for her to enjoy in tranquil-
ity the fruits of victory. The war
will usher 'in such social eruptions

- and disturbances ,that not ‘a single _

power will emerge victorious. In
this war there will be no victors. -

From Italy, the virus of the revol-
ution has already spread to the Bal-
kan countries. In Portugal the first
stages of mass - opposition -to the
Salazar - regime has commenced.
Franco feels the mighty tremors as
the ground shakes beneath his feet.
In Denmark the Nazis have been

forced to apply the iron fist to sup-

press the movement of opposition.
Germany, the bulwark of the Europ-
ean reaction,- will memtably and
rapidly be engulfed in the all-con-
suming flames of proletarian revolu-
tion. ‘

The apathy and demoralisation,
the scepricism which had permeated
the whole of the Labour movement
and undermined the confidence of
the workers in their own class, is
giving place to a new upsurge of .

" revolutionary enthusiasm. A favour-

able conjuncture in the objective
situation is. opening up before the
and the revolutionary
movement.

‘of Lenin and Trotsky.

The coming days will against capitalist attack,
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be accompaniced by rapid turns and
tremendous revolutionary shocks.

Only the blind can faiil to see the-

favourable revolutionary perspect-
ives that lie immediately ahead.
Only the sceptics and the corrupt
can. fail to be optimistic for the
socialist future in face-of the titanic
class battles which are on the order
of the day.

Long before the collaps‘e of Italy,
the outline of the European revolu-
tien could ke seen in Yugoslawia
and Poland where elements of dual
power already exist in the guerilla
movement and the initial stages of
the struggle for national liberation.

s

The revolution in :Germany wiil
unfurl with terrific force omce it
cemmences. The Nazis have toyéd
with anti-capitalist and ‘‘socialist™
demagogy even more than did their
Fascist counterparts in Italy. Even
the majority of the German middle
class will seek the socialist alter-
native to the regime. The powerful
German working class, the strong-
est numerically and the most cul-
tured of the Furopean proletariat,
has vet to say the last word. Nazi-
Germany became the hub of Europ-
ean reaction; a revolutionary Ger-
many will become the citadel of the

‘world proletariat.

SOVIET UNION RESTS ON

‘WORLD

Out of the last war the workers
of Russia achieved the first success-

tul proletarian revolution under the
leadership of the Bolshevik Party
The land
was cxpropriated from the land-
owners without compensation and
the hasic industries of the country
confiscated and operated in -the in-
lercst of the nation. The-wealth of
the ruling class was nationalised
and concentrated-in the hands of the
workers’ state.

In opposition to all the capitalist
states, therefore, 'the defence of the
natlonahsed wealth is a progressive
task aidd must be supported by the
masses of all nations.

But the failure of the revolutlon
to sovietise industrial Western
Europe; the effects of a weak and
backward economy together with
the exhaustion of the Soviet masses
-and the decline of the revolutionary
enthusiasm, created {he basis for
the growth of a tremendous bureau-
cracy in the Soviet Union. In the

same way as Bevin and Citrine per-

sonify and represent the bureau-
cratic caucus who control and bat-
ten upon the trade union movement,
so Stalin and the Russian bureau-
cracy batten on the Soviet people.
For-the same reasons as the work-
ers -will defend -their trade- unions
if necessary by military means
so the

REVOLUTION

“orkmg class will defend thi’. Sov-
jet Union. But the defence of the
Soviet Union, no more than the
defence of thé trade unions, coin-
cides with the policy of the bureau-
cracy.

By h1s pohcx of bureaucratu, con-
trol in Russia, his reactionary bona-
partist national pohcy of conductmg
the war; his major concessions to
world 1mper1ahsm, his mampulatlon
of the puppet, ‘‘communist’’ parties
abroad; Stalin is striking savage
blows at the socialist revolution and
undermining ‘the existence of the
Soviet Union. "A correct revolution-
ary policy on the part of the Soviet
leadership could ensure a speedy
conclusion of the war through the
socialist revolution in Europe, To-
gether with a UQ[i}ed States of
Europe, the Soviet Union would be -
impregnable against imperialist at-
tack and counter-revolution. But
Stalin has long forsaken the road
of socialist struggle for the path of
counter-revolution.

By the dissolution of the Comin-
tern, Stalin formally ends the last
remaining links that bound the Sov-
iet bureaucracy, even nominally, to
the socialist revelution in Europe
and the world. - He has passed over
openly to the relief agency of world
imperialism within the border of the
Soviet Union. By this act,_he de-
monstrates that he is prepared tg



" . counter-revolution in Russia.

4

aid the imeprialists in destroying
the revolution in Europe, which the
bureaucracy regards with mortal
terror. Symbolic of the, position of
the Stalinist bureaucracy, is the fact
that the” Comintern has been dis-
solved on the very eve of the Italian
revolution.

s

The inevitable insurrection of the
German working class will have pro-
found repercussions not only on the
European and British workers, but
on the Russian masses. The rela- -
tionship of forces can change over-
night. The nightmare rule of the
bureaucracy can be overthrown just
as rapidly as the disappearance of
Mussolifii in Italy—with this différ-
ence: the revolutions in-capitalist
Europe will be social revolutions;
they will commence on the basis and
background of reformist pelitics and
traditions and will seek to end the
capitalist system. But the revolu-
tion in Russia will be a political re-
volution; it will commence on the
basis of nationalised property, of
the first workers’ state with all the
revolutionary international socialist
traditions of Bolshevism. The Rus-
sian prisons are filled with thou-.
sands of Bolsheviks who went
through the experience of the Rus-
sian  Revolution and who -are.
grounded in the revolutionary ideas
of Lenin and Trotsky, the ideas of
.world proletarian revolution. These
will play theit part in reconstruct-
ing the proletarian leadership of the
Russian masses and introducing
Soviet Democracy on a higher scale,

- The fate of the Soviet Union rests
-directly on the fate of the new wave
of revolutions. Further defeats and
a new epoch of reaction, would in-
evitably usher in the bourgeois
It is
on this perspective that the capital-
ists of Britain and America place
their hopes and their calculations.
"The objective role of Stalinism in
the Soviet Union and the world is
to. prepare and facilitate the work
- of the counter-revolution.- :

- Fortunately, the bourgeoisie to-
gether with, Stalin, is miscaleulat-
ing. The epoch of reaction is

-~
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THE FUTURE OF EUROPE
The open and unconcealed pro- ing of hourgeois democracy on the
gramme of American. and British Continent of Europe. On the con- .
imperialism is fo maintain an army trary, without a breaking down of
of millions in Europe to hold the the national barriers and the expro~
revolution in check. They openly priation of the means of produgction,
proclaim that they seek to establish a .new era of barbarism and decay
‘‘democratic’* capitalist regimes would set in-on the Comtinent of
upon which to base their rulé. But Europe. But even in that event, "
no. more than the Nazis, will they there cannot be any stable reaction-
he able to hold Europe down, except ary regime in LCurope today, with
by means of brutal and ruthless sufficient social support to effective-
terror against the peoples. Their |y crush the revolutionary move- -
programme is one thing: to organ-- ment. The mass basis of reaction
ise the forces to put it into effect is vanishing. At worst, the capit-
is another. = With the downfall of "alists will impose a bureaucratic -
Hitler, the majerity of the British military regime, which would be
worker soldiers, and ‘in spite of short lived.. Without social. sup-
their political backwardness even port, it, would topple and collapse
the American soldiers—will have no at the slightest-social shock, and a
stomach to play the role of S.S.-in new upsurge would again com-
Europe. The revolutionary move- mence.: - . _
ments of the German and European In the absence of experienced
workers will have profound effects Trotskyist parties with roots and

upon the troops of occupation.

Whatever illusions wide sections
of the European workers might
have in the sponsors of the ‘“‘Free
Governments’’—these will be shat-
tered as the American and British’
armies march across the Continent.
“Free Europe” will be free only
insofar as it conforms.to the dic-
tates of American finance capital.
The gigantic stocks of food which
are being accumulated on the Amer-
ican Condinent are not being held
for the purpose of feeding revolu-
tionary masses who will seek to end
capithlism in Europe. They are
being held to feed the aymies of the
counter-revolution just as Hoover
fed the armies of intervention
against the Soviet Union and the
Hungarian Soviet Republic at ‘the.
conclusion of the last war.

The failure of the revolution
would mean a disastrous fall in the
standard -of life and culture of Ger-
many and, Europe. German and
European economy are interdepend-
ent. Without German industry and
a-German market, even the present
conditions in Europe cannot be
maintained. That is the  contra-

traditions among the masses, .the
first stages of the revolutionary
struggles in"Europe will most likely
result in a period of Kerenskyism
or Popular Frontism. This is al- -
ready presaged by the initial strug-
gles of the Italian workers and the
repeated betrayals of Social Demo-
cracy and Stalinism. But it is no
reason for pessimism on the part of
the - Fourth Internationalists.” The
revolution will act like a hot-house
for the fresh, confident cadres of
the Fourth International. Those
who swam against the stream and
maintained their principles in a per-
iod of reaction, will be capable of
building a mass party in the favour-
abl¢  conditions opening up. For
the Trotskyist programme alone
can. lead to a break from quisling
politics, end the crisis in Europe
“and lead maunkind out of the capit-
alist. impasse. :
Against the capitalist programme
of policing and. ‘“‘educating’ . the
European populations, Workers’
International League propagates
the fraternisation of thé armies of
‘intervention with the oppressed and
revolutionary peoples. Against the
plans .. for protecting capitalist

drawing to a close; the masses are diction facing the Allies. A victory property | rights. in  Europe, the
- preparing to pass to the counter for British and American imperial- task of the British socialists will be

offensive.

ism cannot herald a new blossom-

to assist the European populations



) Septemi)er, 1043,

" to take over the land ‘and the fac-
tories and overthrow the quisling
capitalists and landlords. Not for
the replacement of an S.S. domin-
ated Europe by an Anglo-American
occupation of Germany and Europe,
but for the United Soc1ahst States
of Eurepe, -

The qtruggle for natlonal liber--
ation, not only against their Nazi

oppressors of today but their ‘“‘de-
“hocratic’” oppressors of ‘tomorrow
wil be a means with which to
bind the revolutionary masses to-
gelher.

‘INDIA,

But the struggle for nat-,

CHINA AND THE

W 1L N

10ndl liberation will be used for re-
actionary ends if it remains under

the control of the capitalists and

petit-bourgeoisie.
To - the .European workmg class
and to our European co-thinkers, it

is necessary to state clearly and un-

ambiguously: the struggle for nat-
ional liberation of the peoples of the
()(,CLlplLd countries of Europe today
and in the coming period will - be
successful, only if it is conceived as
part of and subordinate to the
strategy. of the struggle for “the
United Socialist States of Europe.

WAR IN THE FAR EAST

At one stage of the war it ap-the revolutionary

pearted that. the first revolutionary
explosions ‘to upset the calculations
of the imperialist- powers, would
commence in India . and- spread
throughout the Far East. 4005000,
coo Indian slaves of Br:tlsh Imper-
ialism sofight the opportunity to
free themselves from the yoke of a
. foreign oppressor who denied them
the most clementary national and
social rights. ‘
But the senile, corrupt and cow-
ardly bourgeois and petlt hourgeois
leadership of the Indian ‘movement
for liberation, fearing the results
" of a mass. rpvolutionary struggle on
" the part of the workers and peas-
- ants, emasculated the movement
and "capitulated«to the brutal mili-
tary rule of the British oppressor.

The treachery of the Stalinist and
the so-called sacialist, leaders in

India gave, together with the numer--

ical weakness and isolation from the

masses ‘of the Indian Trotskyists, the:

Indian bourgeolsw the pOSSlbﬂlt) of
consummatmg this - hetrayal. ‘But
the coming revolutlonary struggles
in Europe will dnce again open the
flood gates of the mighty Indian
Rewolution. ~In this period, the

Party of the Fourth International,
. the Bolshevik Leninists of Indiay

will alone give leadershlp to the
Indian revolution. .

In the struggle of the Indian peo-
ple. to - free themselves from the
British yoke, the British working
class must gwe ald and support 10

Indian people.
Counterposing the class programme
to the petit bourgeois nationalism
of the so-called Lefts, the Trotsky-
ists will explain to the Indian
masses, and particularly to the Ind-
ian workers, that only uader the
leadership of the working class at

‘the head of the peasantry, will vic-
For only thus.

tory be achieved.
\wll it be possible to take the neces-
sary social measures of expropriat-
ing the land and freeing thc. peas-
ants from the lafidlords and-money-
fenders, to gather the control “of
the nation’s resources into the

hands of the working class and

organise a democratic regime; only
thus will-théy expel the British im-
pendhsts from India} gain genuine
allies among the workers and sold-
iers of Britain, and achicve natlonal
eman(:lpat]on <

In India our British comrades w1ll
oppose the policy of oppression and
fraternise with the revolutionary
people, aiding them by all means to
achieve their national liberation and
Lallmg upon the worker-soldiers to
assist the achievement-of the demo-

wratic aqplratlons of a mighty op-

pressed people.’

-In Britain our task remams to

explain the real situation in India-
“and- expose the reactxonary actions

of the British- ‘imperialists in India;
to oppose the eppressive policy of
the ruling class, and to expose the
role of the Stalinist and Labour
leaders who act as agents of the

“the final say.

ruling class in the ranks of fthe

workers and who actively assist the -
imperialists in kéeping the Indian
people in continued subjugation by
supporting - the Churchiil govern-
ment. The British Trotskyists will
strive to rally the British working
class behind the struggle of ‘the op-
pressed Indian people for nat10na1 )
liberation-

In the Far East, the spread of
the war 'will bring revolutions in, its
wake. Whatever temporary enthu-
siasm has been aroused among the
masscs of Japan by the early victor:
ies against the Allies, will vanish
as the burdens of the war press
heavier upon the already impover-
ished population. Already the war
in China has imposed ghe severest

“burdens upon the Japanese masses.

The regime in Japan rested basic-
ally, not upon popular support, but
upon ‘the strength of - the ‘military
caste. The coming blows of Yankec

imperialism will crumble the archaic

and dictatorial regime.  As in Italy,
so in Japan, the proletariat will have
The Son ofeGod. will
be forced to flee and seek an earthly
haven.

" Mcanwhile, the heroic struggle of

‘the Chinese people for national lib-

eration has been merged into the
general inter- imperialist war for

dominution of the Pacific. Whereas

the alliance of China with the Allied
imperialists may at a later stage
lead to the complete subservience
of China to American imperialism,
at this stage, such alliance does not
alter the basic - and fundamental

character of China’s war for nal-

jonal liberation. The British work-.
ers must support and aid the Chin-
ese people in this struggle. ‘
But: in-China, as in- India, the
Chinese Trotskyists while fighting

‘in the army of national liberation,

explain to the Chinese workers and
peasants that onl) under the banner
of the working class will it be pos-
sible to break up the-landed estates

and unite the nation in a real demo- .

cracy. Only under the leadership of
the workma class, will the peopie be

freed from foreign domination and

the ‘economic and cultural level of
the masses raised by the establish-
ment of the United Chmese Social-
ist Soviet Regubhf‘.
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 BRITAIN- THE KEY

W. L N

TO THE

EUROPEAN SOCIALIST
- REVOLUTION

From the verge -of defeat, the
British bourgeoisie now looks for-
ward to the prospect of victory over
the Axis." But this victory cannot
alter the perspective of decay and
disintegration which faces  British
imperialism. The improved position
is illusory. It has not come about
due 1o the strength of British cap-
italism or 1o a recovery in her pos-
ition in. the main, but due to the
resistance of the Soviet masses on
the one hang, and the mighty econ-
omic and military préparations of
American imperialism on the other.

The basic conclusions of the 1942
Conference documents “Preparing
for Power’ remain as an estimation
of the decline of British imperialismn
and the tasks of the British Bolshe-

.vik Leninists. British capitalism is
threateneds from all sides. Her de-
cline is concealed somewhat by the
hugle shipments of food and mun=

itions under the Lend Lease Agree-

ment with American capitalism. But
once this huge subsidy .is with-
drawn, as it will be, the position of
the British bourgeoisie will become
serious. It is on this international

background that political life has
" developed in Britain. :

The British Empire is maintained
by the gracious consent: of Wall
‘Street.  But revolution, beginning
in Europe or Asia will rock the Em-
‘pire to its foundations. - Even com-
plete military victory for Allied im-
périalism_ will not solve the prob-
lems: which face senile British' cap-

~italism.  American imperialism has

ruthlessly stripped the British capit-

~alists of their foreign investments
and grabbed strategic economic and

political pesifions within the British

domintons and colonies. In Europe,

- the American bourgeoisic are man-
oeuvring for position even there to

oust Britain from the lion’s share.

Despite the military victories,

~ there has been a further growth of
radicalisation and discontent among

the masses. “This radicalisation has

embraced wide strata,of the popu-

lation never before affected. The
middle class has turned its face to-
wards the left. The growth of
Common Wealth from the middle
class is an indication of this move-
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ment. The young generatioi—al-
ways. the barometer for-measuring
the mood of the masses—is moving
steadily not only in the direction of
labour politics, but cven towards a
“communist” solution. This is ‘a
reflection  of the - yearning® for
change and the dissatisfaction with’
the old system, which canfiot assure
the masscs peace and cultural free-
dom, which dominates political
thought today. '

THE DECLINE OF
CONSERVATISM

The Galiup Poll of June 1943 has
revealed concretely the development
of mass consciousness which the
Marxists had predicted - theoreti-
cally. The fact that Labour has a
majority of the voting population
behind it even today, is of enormous
significance in indicating the shift
of mass opinion. If that is so today
when the first minor clashes be-
tween the classes have taken place,
it is a porfent of the events in the
next epoch. An important section,
a proportion higher than ever rc-
corded in an- election in Britain,
have become thgroughly disillusion-

AN

Irt the last epoch, the strivings of
the masses were diverted into the
channels of reformism. The Labour
bureaucrats,” basing themsélves on
the crumpbs they received from - the
table of “imperialism through the
exploitation of the .colonial slives,
retained a stranglehold upon the
working class. But the decay of
British  imperialism in the last
quarter century has completely
undermined the basis of reformism.
It is no longer possible for the
British ruling class to continue their
exploitation of the greater part of
the world. With this, the pericd of
concessions to the DB®itish workers

iseat an end; and so ‘too, is thc

basis of reformism undermined.
Even in its bloom, reformism did

ed- with reformism and moved over
to, “‘communism’.. The bulk of
these come’ from the young -and
most active section of the working
class. Another large séction of the
vouth is apathetic and cybhical of
all politics because of disgust with
the Labour leadership and the re-
pellent face of “‘communism®” in its
caricature, Stalinism.  These will
be thrust into active political life at
the first scrious shock in Britain:

The middle classes are already rest-

lessly turning towards left politics
as ‘an answer to their systematic
impoverishment at the hands of
monopoly capitalism. -

EPOCH OF REFORMS AT

END

not gain for the workers any major -
concessions. The last 25 years” ex
pericnce of reformism, its defeats

and betrayals, has left an imprint on

the consciousncss of the British pro-
letariat. Two Labour governments,
the Qetrayal of the General Strike,
the present coalition—all have been
a means of imbuing the proletariat
with a scepticism towards the Lab-
our-bureaucracy.

. There exists a political maturity
among the British workers, hitherto
unknown. The influx into the trade
unions, th¢' support. for Labour,
which indeed has a majority behind
it today, does not signify a vote of
confidence in the Labour and Trade
Union leaders. Never. in history
have the basic masses of Labour
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_‘had less confidence in the leadership
- than at the present time. “They sup-
poft and will continue to support
- the labour bureaucracy, for lack of
_ an alternative. Only the passivity
of the proletariat constitutes the
strength of reformism today. When
events sweep the masses into action
and the reformists are put to the
test, a rapid reorientation will take
place. The material and psychelog-
ical basis has been prepared by the
history of the previous decades.
~The consciousness of the bour-
geoisie that they are losing their
grip upon the masses, leads them
to project such schemes as the Bev-
eridge Report, as the means of de-
luding the people.into continued
support for capitalism. But such
schemes—meagre and illusory as
they are—are completely unrealis-
able. Both at home and abroad, the
post-war plang of British imperial-
. ism are utopian. Their plans to use
the British workers and soldicrs
against the revolution in Europe, in
India and Asia, as well as in Brit-
ain, will be met with unexpected
results for them. :

In the years preceding the war,
as a consequence of the lull in the
class struggle, the labour burcau-
cracy became enmeshed in the state
machtine and separated from the
masa of the working class. Under
the impact of the war the masses
are moving rapidly towards the left;
the bureaucracy is moving rapidly
towards the right. Today the lah-
our bureéaucrats do not reflect the

feelings andesires of the rank and
file labour worker, or even the un-
organised worker. Under the stress
of tomorrow’s storms they will once
again swing left—at least in words;
not to lead the struggles of the
workers against their employers, of
course, hut so that they can morc
effectively betray these struggles.
We must not be taken unawares by
such movements of the Labour
lefts, but must prepare for such
events in advance, forewarning the
workers, calling upon the ‘‘left”
Labour demogogues to match their

words in deeds and thus consciously.

prepare the workers for the inevit-
able betrayal which will be carried
out by the labour lackeys of the
bourgeoisie.

W‘-' !o uc

The British workers favour end-
ing the coalition with the capltalist
class. But against the will of the
masses . the labour bureaucrdcy
clings to the coat tails of the bour-
geoisie. . Without  their sunpport,
the capitalists could not maintain
their control. While the masses
are distrustful of their leaders, they
have not yet broken decisively from
reformism. This dictates as the
main strategical agitational slogan
of the: Fourth Internationalists in
Britain: End the Truce! Labour
to Power! By this we facilitate and
reassert the independence of labour
from capital. The coming to power
of a labour government would be
the means of giving an impetgs to

N
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the revolutionisationtof: the timsges.
‘A thajority * 'laboué. -.gowernatent
would ‘be inran entirely different
position  to the previous Labour
Governments, insofar as even before
it has come to pdwer, the masses
are critical., ‘héther the ‘labour -
leaders are forced to break, or
whether they resist, the  slogan
serves as a means of exposing them
and educating the workers. In any
event, the coalition cannot be main-
tained for long, for inevitably the
pressure of the masses will break
it in the coming period. In this

_situation the Fourth International-

ists stand prepared with the Trans-
itional Programme, including the
demand for Labour to Power.

.L.P.— REVOLUTIONARY
WORDS —REFORMIST - DEEDS$

Precisely when the proletariat is
moving  towards  revolution, the
leadership of the LL.P. chooses
this moment to take a step in the
the direction of reformism. They
are describing a similar evolution
on a new historical background to
that of the LL.P. in 1920-1923,
when on  the revolutionary  wave
which followed the last war, they
moved away from reformism to a
position of applying for affiliation
to the then revolutionary Commun-
ist International.  But unable to
accept the revolutionary conditions
of the International, the LL.P.
swung  back and re-entered the
Labour Party as a reformist body.
Now, even before the eve of revol-
utionary upheavals, the LL.P. is
preparing once again to return to
the bosom of reformism, But here
too, while the leadership is moving
right, the rank and file are moving
left.

Once the coalition is broken, the
I.L.P. will no doubt move into the
Labour Party. This is the most
likely perspective in the coming
days and is in line with the policy
and traditions of the LL.P. and
Labour leaders. The Labour lead-
crship will need a left face to turn
towards the masses, and this face
will be provided by the LL.P. lead-
ers. -

I'rom the viewpoint of revolution-
ary socialism the entry of the I.L.P.
into the Labour Party would con-
stitute a progressive 'stop. It will
hasten the differentiation within the
I.L.P. on tHe one hand, and facili-
tate the emergence of a genuine left
within the Labour Party, on the
other. The leadership will swing
cven more openly to the right, mak-
ing themselves indistinguishable
from the pscudo-lefts in the Labour
Party. Th worker members in the
I.LLL.P. will begin to understand
what is meant by the Bolshevik
characterisation of this party as a
centrist party. But this process of
clarification will depend largely
upon the growth and development
of a revolutionary wing within the
LL.P.

Within the Labour Party, *the
I.L.P. would act as the gathering
point for all the left elements. This
would facilitate the education of
these elements as well. The left-
ward moving workers would find in
the I1.L.P. merely a transitional
phasc of their development. One
thing centrism cannot face up to:
that is mass action. For this is
what exposes its inadequacies, its -
vacillations, its refusal to face up to
events on the programme of Marx-
ism.
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THE FUTURE

Over the past two years Stalin-
ism has revealed its reactionary
character to the most advanced ele-
ments within the working class. An
unparalleled opportunity opened.out
for them to capture a major section,
'if not the majority of the working
class. Instead, they lost ground
_ within the ranks of militant labour,
particularly in their strongholds, the
Clyde and South Wales. Neverthe-
les‘s, they remain a serious factor
in the situation, with a growing
support among the working class,
as the campaign for affiliation to
the Labour Party demonstrated.

The more backward and fresh
strata of the workers moving in the
direction of communism, are enter-
ing the ranks of the Communisf
Party because of the victories of the
Red Army against the Nazis and-lts
association with the Soviet Union
and  the October Revolution. Al-
though the C.P. appeals to the
vilest and most jingoistic sengiments
of the backward sections of the
working class, some of the best
elements within the party (with mis-
givings perhaps) stil support Stal-
inism in the fervid hope that the
policy will change. Moreover, it
" is only those sections of the workers
who have directly experienced .the
cynical strike-breaking role of the
- Stalinists, whq . have received a
powerful inoculation against them.
As”skilled deceivers of the masses,
far more subtle and clever than the
trade union bureaucrats, they have
learned to clothe their policy of be-
- trayal in high-sounding and even
revglutionary-sounding phrases.

A big section of the petit béur-
geoisie has been attracted towards
Stalinism.- With the prevailing
mood of radjealisation coupled with
the weakness of the revolutionary
forces, Stalinism is still likely to
gain a mass basis in the first stages
of the coming revolutionary wave.
Such a support could only be of a
. temporary character. Tt would last
“until such time a%. the masses real-
. ised their error in identifying Stal-
-~ jnismh with Bolshevism., .

L
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OF STALINISM

Under the impact of events, new
splits and fissures are opening out
within the ranks of the C.P. The
membership is not homogeneous
and anchored by tradition to Stalin-
ism. By changing the party from
a’ tightly knit. organisation to a
loose broad current, the bureau-
cracy has thereby lost its control
over the future development of the
party, despite -the totalitarian re-
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gime and the despotic control over
the apparatus. Their new members
are almost as much raw material
for “politics as were the youthful
members of the Labour Party in the
past.

To combat the lies of the Stalin-
ist leadership and to patiently ex-
plain the theoretical, historical and
political basis of Stalinism and of
Trotskyism, is a primary task in
educating the best members of the
C.P. and in winning them over to
Bolshevism.

THE ROAD FOR INDUSTRIAL
WORKERS -

The -« reawakening and  stirring
within the ranks of the workers
which is taking place, finds its best
reflection among the workers in
industry and the armed forces. More
than 8 million workers are organ-
ised in the trade unions at the pre-
sent time. This surpasses the peak
figure of the revolutionary wave of
1920. Women - are joining the
unions in greater numbers than at
any time in history. The wave of
strikes last year, which spread from
the mines to shipbuilding and trans-
port, and affected other industries,
is an indication of the process.

The factories and the unions pro-
vide the centres of struggle for the
working class. It is here that the
struggle assumes a direct form. The
betrayal and sabotage by the union
leadership of the attempts of the
workers to secure wage increases
to cope with the rising cost of liv-
ing; the burdens of income fax, the
sacrifices of the workers while the

"' capitalists reap greater profits; the

palpable fraud " of ‘‘equality of
sacrifice’’; the shameful pensions
allowances; the inequalities and in-
iquities of the distribution of food;
the chaos and incompetence of the
capitalists in industry which de-
mands added strain and effort on
the part of the workers: all these
factors have aggravated the discon-
tent of the workers and prepared
the background for the coming
Crisis, - ‘ ' .
" The frustration by the trade union

bureaucrats of the efforts of the
wotkers to stem the attacks on their
standards; their refusal to protect
the workshop representatives fram
victimisation; has forced the work-
ers to find some immediate alter-
native form of organisation to meet
the assaults of the employers and
the fetters of the bureaucracy.
Through the Shop Stewards organ-
isations, they attempt to defend
themselves in the factories. But
their own experiences and the de-
velopment of the struggle itself,
impels the workers to the realis-
ation that the forces of one factory
are not strong enough to face the
combined attacks of the employers,
the trade umion bureaucrats, the
Staliists.  Instinctively, the ad-
vanced workers begin to look for a
broader form of organisation which
would unite the workers in different
parts of the country for common
defence. '

The National Council of Shop
Stewards led by the Stalinists,
partially fulfilled this need in the
past. = With the transformation of
this body into an auxiliary strike-
breaking instrument of the C.P., it
has virtually collapsed. But the
new current of militancy which is
emerging among the workers, seeks
for some organised outlet. The ex-
pression of thi€ mood has been pro-
vided by the establishment of the
national. Committee fpr the Co-
Ordination of Militant Trade Union
Activity, initiated naturally enough;
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by militants in the tradional
centre.of the Clyde.

-. For the third time in history, the
workers seek to build an industrial
leadership which will defend their
interests. But the crisis in Britain
will almost immediately pose before
such an organisation major political
tasks, which if> met, will transform
it into an instrument of the Social-
ist Revolution. A correct policy on
the part of our party towards this
organisation, will win the best mili-
tants who will help form the mass
basis for the Trotskyist Party of
Socialist Revolution. :

Marx had ‘predicted the dis-
appearance of the Conservative
Party and a struggle for power
between the Liberals and the Re-
volution. The development in the
coming period indicates the begin-
ning of the process visualised by
Marx, but in a different form. Lib-
eralism has been eliminated as a
political factor in Britain. The
position that will rapidly develop
will be one of a struggle between
the extreme reaction and the re-
volution. The Conservative Party
which has maintaine@ itself intact
for more than a century, has defin-
itelv passed its apogee. \With the
undermining of the basis of reform-
ism in the loss of Britain's world
hegemony, simultaneously the basis
of Conservatism is destroyed.

’ storm

In itself, the Conservative Party
is the product of the same con-
ditions which produced labour re-
formism: the industrial, military
and political supremacy of the globe
by British capitalism. The trans-
formation of Britain's position from
that of world mastery to a second
rate power, implies not only the
undermining of the basis of Labour
reformism, but the destruction of
the props on which the Tory party
itself is based. From being the
strong, unified and stable represent-
ative of British capital, fissures are
already apparent in the Tory Party
with the appearance of several well
defined factions. Further develop-
ments can only promote the disin-
tegration and decay of this former
bulwark of British capitalism. Al-
ready the first signs appear. 'I'l}c
die-hard wing of the Tories will
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pass rapidly over to the side of ex-
treme reaction, and even the British*
form of Fascism. Meanwhile, the
hold that the Tories had over large
sections of the workers for gener-
ations, has been loosened and will
be entitely broken. ’

Britain is faced with a new period
of Chartism, on at\'entirely different
historical level. The wave of re-

- .

volutlon will change and transform
the relations between the classes."

Owing to the favourable syn-
chronisation of ' all the historical
factors, exceptional possibilities
exist for the victory of the British
revolution. Without exaggeration
it can'be stated that Britain is the
key not only to the European but
to the world situation.

THE FUTURE IS OURS

The crisis of the revolution, is the
crisis of leadership. Long in ad-
vance the old outlived organisations
have demonstrated their bank-
ruptey in a series of catastrophic
defeats of the proletariat through-
out the world. The wave of re-
action engendered by the pernicious
policics of Stalinism and Social
Democracy, led to the isolation of
the young and weak forces striving
to uphold the banner of Bolshev-
ism; the Fourth International were
forced to swim against the stream.

It was not possible to convince
even the vanguard of the working
class of the correctness of the view-
point of Trotskyism, except through.
the experience of the most terrible
defeats.  But these defeats in their
turn produced a wave of reaction
within the ranks of the working
class.  Not only within the ranks
of the bankrupt Second and Third
International, but even in the ranks
of the isolated and weak forces of
the Fourth International were the
effects of this reaction inevitably re-
Nected.

The putrid decay of the Second
and Third Internationals is expres-
sed-in that fact that they learned
nothing from the terrible  defeats
caused by their politics, and in the
hour of mortal danger for the work-
ers, perfidiously rallicd to the side
of world imperialism.  But with the
new revolutionary wave which will
sweep the globe, all tendencies and
all trends within the working class
will undergo a new and decisive
test.  ‘The bankruptey of the old
organisations will be clearly reveal-
¢d in the Aames of the revolution,

The Fourth International will be-
come the decisive, revolutionary
force on the planef.

In the revolutions in the past
decades the one factor missing to
ensure revolutionary success was a
trained Bolshevik party and Bolshe-
vik leadership. On the basis of the
new upsurge the possibility exists
for the creation and training of a
Bolshevik Party—above all in Brit-
ain, in the coming epoch.

Properly speaking, the work of
the Fourth International from 1928
to 1938 consisted in theoretical
clarification and the selection of the
cadres. It consisted mainly in
theoretical preparation.  The war
and its repercussions presage the
beginning of a new epoch for the
Fourth International.  The history
of our tendency has begun.  And
in Britain its cadrés have an ex-
ceptional opportunity.  The handi-
caps which our continental co-think-
ers suffered do not exist. With a
correct policy  and  a  correct
orientation, Workers' International
League will play a great role in
coming events. In advance tens of
thousands of the flower of the work-
ing class have their eyes open to
the treacherous role of Stalinism
and reformism. By our work and
our devotion they will find the road
to the revolutionary party. Our
small vanguard can and must be-
come the nucleus of the steeled and
hardened Bolshevik party. Revolu-
tionary theory, revolutionary aud-
acity and revolutionary. optimism—
armed with these we will build the
party and lead the workers to the
conquest of power,
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Although the war bas not yet been
decided by military means, it is clear
to the world that Hitler can no longer
achieve victory. The tremendous sig-
nificance of the fact that ithe Germans
face defeat in the imperialist war, and
the fears ecngendered by this' world
shattefing prospect in the camp of hoth

fascist and ‘‘democratic’’ imperialists, .

provides the urgent necessity to sur-

vey the Nazi regime under the impact

of ‘defeats, as woll as the perspectives
that confront the masses.

Muny important facts demonstrate
that Hitler and his camarilla are be-
coming more and more awarce of their
ultimate doom, and that they are pre-
paring, so far as they are able; to
stave off the day of defeat.

The first and most important evi-
dence. of this awareness on the part
of Hitler was furnished by the pro-
miulgation: of the “ European Charter”
and the “New Order.” This seemingly
radical change in the National Social-
isy “‘philosophy’’ was a virtual admis-
sion on the one hand, of .the failure
of terrorism and quislings, and on the
other, of Hitler's need to establish a
““permanent scttlement’’ on the Con-
tinent so that an invasion by the
Allies. would be lookcd uponr as ‘an
Gintrusion” and as a  harbinger of
chaos: The ‘“New Order”, like the
Atlantic Charter, offers “recognitiont”of
the rights of all European States. .
Permanent collaboration between the
European peoples on the basis of their
common interests and civilisations . . .

- A just division of the earth’s goods. . .
Freedom of scas and trade . .°. ebe.,
ete.” : :

" But the European Charter, like the
Atlantic Charter was buried as soon as
it was bhorn.  Sullen acquiescence,
sahotage, opposition abd open warfare,
faccs Hitler throughout the length and
‘hreadth of Europe. *

With the defeats. on the military
front there is a profowrd difference in
the morale of the Wehrmacht. The
collapse of the Italian armies in Sicily

"and the retirement of Hitler’s fore-
runner Mussalini, must have decisive
effects upon the German morale and
upon the whole course of the war. !
‘breach has been made in the invincible
“Westung, Eurepa.”’ .

A significant political indication of
the depth of the weakness of Hitler
and his fear of the German military
leadership, is seen in the suppression
of the military weekly **Militaer Woch-
enblatt”’. It was the recognised inde-
- pendent voice of the German General

“carrie

~ INSIDE GERMANY

. By ROSE CARSON

Staff. Tt was read eagerly by all for-
eign cmbassies, intelligence services
and military, circles. o kec the fric-
tion, it is mecessary only to quobe the
following criticism of the German High
Conupand, which appeared in its col-
umns as late'as September 1941, Von
Leeb ‘wrote bluntiy; that: :
“Germany was not prepared for
- winter warfare in Russia, and there
was no adequate transport available
in the winter conditions that were
to be met.”’ :

The suppression ‘at this period of a

journal of such inflnence and tradifion,
shows that Hitler and his clique fear
any possibilify of an independent ori-
entation on the part of the Genera
Staff.

THE ECONOMIC EMPIRE

"As a rosult of. the military éonquest
of Euvope, the economic penetration of

German finance capital has reacled nn-,

precendented proportions. Tn German
occupied Burope there have emerged
colossal trusts which equal in their
capital, scope and wtamifications,” the
giant comlines of Wall Street. The
various finance-capitalist groups in
Europe have been “forcibly “‘co-ordin-
ated” into oné economic achine,
which is subordinated to “the interests
of German finance capital and its war

. needs. - This has been carried out by

that' imperialist nation whose political
superstriretnre corresponds perfectly to
the needs of imperialism, i.e. fascist
Germany. This unification has heen
through in ruthlessimperialist
fashion with cconomic devastation and
suffering for the mass of the European
people. o Co
Furope has hecome economically and

‘administratively unified under the heel.
of fascism.

Tts industries, its agri-
culture, its system of transport and
communication, have bécome fused into
an organised whole. Trrespective of a
German victory ‘or defeat all the econ-
omic forces drive towards a continu-
ation of European unification.
Naturally, the productive results of
this unification have been entirely sub-

A ordinated {o the needs of Germany’s

war aims. -Production is restricted al-
most entirely to war needs. While the
productjve forces have been freed from
outlived ‘‘mational’*- restrictions, they
are at the same time dwarfed and dis-
torted to produce materials for destruc-
tion. Furepe’s vast potentialities have
been -increased, but the masses suffer
from # ever increasing misery.

Y
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.
Tt is clear that the economic unifi-
cation of ¥urope presents i tremendous. -
potential force, that American imper-
ialism must-destroy, if it is to dominate

the world. ‘Fhat is why America’s
plans for Europe, include the dis-
memberment of Germapny and the

smashing of her economic hegemony
over Euraope. )

THE HOME FRONT

At the end.of 1941 and early in 1942
when Hitler ‘imagined vietory to be
cortain, the occupied and satellite
powers were oxpected to supply div-
isions for the Russian front. This
draining away of manpower led to a -
decline 1n war production and agricul-
tural prodnce. Today the flow of war
materials and foodstuffs to Germany is
slackening. Occupied Furope, starv-
ing, its agriculture ruined, its machin-
ery and equipment worn out, threatens
to be not merely useless to the German
war machine, but an actual liability.

Devastating air raids, the feverish
preparations to meet invasion, Musso-
lini’s sudden denouement, the collapse .
of Ttalian fascism, together with the
destrnction of the German middle class,
the mobilisation of all available man-
power for the forces, the substitution
of 12 million workers recruited from
occupied countries in place <of Ger-
many’s industrial population—all these
factors have broughf about an enor-’
mous change. in the- German Ilome
Front. :

Walter Funk, who is in charge of
war econowy, is faced with the neces-
sity of adjusting a failing economy
which must collapse under the tremen-
dous” strain of total war. Bis initial
task has heen ap austerity drive, which
has entailed .the closing of 120,000
shops and restaurants. The ruin of
the middle class, the backbone of the
Nazi party and the regime, mneans &
complete Toss in the main social sup-
port of the regime. )

Funk has alsa called up an additional
1,500,000 women. This too, inevitably
undermines- the regime huilt upon the
threb

The . ““Sauckel Scheme’’ working in
the interests of Speeris drive for in-
creased production, scrutinises atl men
from 17 to 45. i
sible for the prevention of sabotage in
the factories and railways, as well as
amongst the foreign slaves, has evolved
a ‘system of . migrations, spies and
terrorism unequalled in history.

K's. (Kinder, Kuche, ‘Kirche.)

Sauckel, who is respon- -
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The number of foreign workers and
ex-prisoners of war in Germany is 12
million, The vast majority of these
foreign conscripts come from occupied
Russia. In order to avoid the danger
of “political contamination” these
Soviet citizens are segregated not
merely from the German workers, but
also from the' rest of the foreign
slaves. )

The Nazi party has recognised this
danger and issued the following warn-
ing: .

‘‘Beware, Germian men and women,
your walls are made of glass, and
every word you Speak, and almost
every thought you think is noticed.”
This is an attempt by Goebbels to

prevent the fraternisation which is
inevitably taking place between the
German and the foreign workers
against the common oppressor. When
the Ttalian workers in Gerniany heard
of the fall of Mussolini, they came out
into _the streets of Berlin. burned
pictures of the Duce and made honfires
of the fascist insignia. The German
workers, inspired by their Ttalian com-
rades, joined in the demonstrations
adding portraits of Hitler and the Nazi
flag to the bonfires.

The fraternisation between the Ger-
man and foreign workers has raised
fearful spectres bhefore the fascist
leaders. Dr. Ley. head of the Nazi
Labour Front. said in his May Dayx
speech:

‘‘l1 do hope, at long last, we are
growing out of that damned Marxist
solidarity stuff, particularly as - far
as foreign workers are concerned.
The line you ought. to take with them

is to stress your pride in being Ger--

mans.,’’

Another 'aspect of the same problem
is clearly seen in the following extract
from the I.F.T.U. Bulletin:

A Nazi controlled Brussels newspaper

had for one or another reason to

admit fhe experience of a Belgian
worker: ‘“The work demanded from
us does not come up to the normal
speed we are used to. When we

began at a good, reasonable pace, the’

German colleagues immediately in-
terfered: ‘Why the hurry, take your
time.’ We fell in with their tempo,
but after a while, automatically, we
fell back to the more normal speed
we are used to at home. Again, the

German colleagues prompted us to go

slow, until finally we did get used

to adjusting our pace to theirs.”

It can be seen that not only is there
collaboration hetween the German and
foreign workers but that the qumqn
workers are determined to maintain
their standards despite the war effort.

There are also many reports in the
general press of the opposition of

workers in Germany. The ‘News
Chronicle” of 25/7/43 reports that
thousands of “anti-Hitler pamphlets

were spread over Berlin and districts.
Tt read:

W. L N. .

‘‘All energies against the destroy-
ers of our nation. Down with
Hitler."* ‘

The fact that some leaflets were dis-
covered in the woods, says the ‘“News
Chronicle”, indicates ‘an extensive
underground organisation at work.”

From these  facts the mood of ‘the
German masses is clearly indicated.
On the surface Germany appears as a
vast concentration camp functioning in
twilight. Everything appears to be
under control, fear seems to dominate,
every sign of oppression is deeply sup-
pressed; men and women disappear
overnight and voices are hardly raised
above a whisper. Hitler appears to
conduct the war without_ opposition.
But this is merely a deceptive super-
structure. Not much is heard of the
opposition, except on selected occasions
when the Nazi party deems it necessary
to record executions to terrorise the
population. Nevertheless it is known
that during the last eight months one

worker per day has been executed for

“high treason”’.

An important manifestation of the
organised opposition in Germany is in
connection with the students' riots.
The meaning of this will be better ap-
preciated when it is remembered that
the German mniversities were hot-beds
of reaction, furnmishing from their stu-
dents and professors thousands of Hit-

ler's carffest and most fanatical fol-
lowers. Tt is a significant fact that
the Nazis thought it necessary to

hroadcast the news that in the Munich
university:

‘*Six students and a professor were
shot and 10 other students had been
imprisoned for periods of from 6
months to 5 years for high*treason,
encouraging sabotage and distribut-

, 1

ing seditious leaflets and failing to

report the activities of their com-

rades to the authorities.”” :

It is reported that similar disturb-
ances have taken place in the univer-
sities of Karlsruhe, Heidelburl and
Leipzig. o
_The Government has announced that
in future all university students will
have to undergo a test to determine
their political soundness. Only those
politically reliaple will be permitted to
continue their_studies. '

ALTERNATIVES FACING THE’
MASSES ’

Hitler is not alone in fearing the
defeat of fascism; the Allied imperial-
ists as.well as Stalin, also look upon
the defeat of the fascist armies with
fear and trepidation. They appreciate
the dynamic forces of a German prole-
tariat freed from Hitler. The defeat of
the Nazi regime signifies the collapse
of the bulwark of reaction in Europe.
There is nd section of the German ad-
ministration, nor the German capitalist
class which could rally the workers to
its side. The German army and the
Junkers have fully participated in
Hitler's crimes, and are thoroughly
discredited in the eyes of the workers.

The Allied imperialists feverishly
prepare from the outside. They have
stated in advance their plans for Ger-
many: thgy cannot allow an interim of
“‘chaos and anarchy.” To prevent a
revolution in Germany, the Allies in-
tend to impose a military dictatorship;
Hitler’s S.S. and the Gestapo are to
be replaced by British and American
troops trained to ‘“‘administer” the
tortured German people. To prevent
Germany becoming socialist the Allies
are preparing to cut up Germany into
a series of small principalities, which
they hope will divide the German
masses and ruin the economy of the
country. They propose to disarm Ger-
many industrially, which means the
smashing of Germany’s key industries.

Despite their plans, however, it will
be no easy task to subjugate the Ger-
man masses after the downfall of
Hitler. * A military dictatorship is of
itself a reflection of a deep crisis Wwithin
society, and therefore cannot stabilise
itself for any length of time. To dis-
member Germany and to destroy her
industrial life means to plunge Eurape
into catastrophic impoverishment and
to wipe out the gains of a century of
industrial progress. The only justifi-
cation for capitalism in its ascendancy
has been its rapid extension of the
means of production and the ushering
in of a period of potential plenty. In
its decay, the capitalist system threat-
ens to destroy everything which it has
achieved. The allied imperialists will
baulk at nothing to achieve what they
consider will be the permanent destruc-
tion of Germany’s industrial might.

It is not to be doubted that when
the crisis breaks in Germany, the
workers will tread the road already

L
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taken by the workers of Ttaly. They
will set up workers’ committees, estab-
lish their own press, wrest a minitnum
of democratic - rights from whatever
government replaces fascism as their
temporary oppressor.

In this situation, Stalin is prepar-
ing his own solution for the German
revolution. His setting up of the
National Committee of Free Germany
is nothing less than the exclusion of a
revolutionary solution for Germany.
Stalin intends to support a militaristic
“¢‘democratic’’ regime that will help to
suppress aity revolutionary action on
the part of the German masses. In-
stead of posing® the internationalist
revolutionary solution to the German
workers, Stalin appeals to the German
army to lead the movement: ‘‘True to
the Fatherland and the people, this
army must play the decisive role,’’ says
the Moscow appeal to the army. One
of the generals mentioned by the Rus-
sians in this connection is General
Guderian, well known fascist ‘general.
Such an orientation suggests the pos-
sibilitv of Stalin making a deal with
the so-called pro-Russian Generals.

Long ago the Hitler regime lost
whatever mass basis it may have pos-
sessed. The German working class

W. I. N.

never supported Hitler.  The system-
atic destruction of the middle class
which has been taking place at an
accelerated pace for the last ten years
and the impoverishment and degrad-
ation of the remnants of this class has
meant that inevitably the mass hasis
of the regime among the petit hour-
geoisie has disappeared. ~As m Ttaly so
i Germany, more and more the Nazi
bureaucracy ayd the ruling class finds
itself funetioning in an atmosphere of
hostility and hatred. The one thing
that has paralysed the movement of
the German masses has been fear of
a new Versailles. The dilemma that
Hitler has placed in front of the masses
has been: toleration of his regime or
victory of Anglo-American imperialism
and new chains on the German masses.

While the German armies were ob-
taining a series of unparalleled mili-
tary victories, the temporary toleration
of the Nazi regime by the workers and
soldiers of Germany could be secured.
The defeats which Hitler has suffered
has shaken his vegime to its found-
ations. TIn the coming period revolu-
tion is inevitable in Germany. But a
revolution in  Germany would have
even more profound consequences than
the fall of fascism in Ttaly. The ex-
plosions wonld be felt throughout the
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Kuropean Continent and beyond it. It
is this that the ruling class of all
countries regard with terror and fore-
boding. Tt is this that Churchill and
Roosevelt, the Pope and Stalin, each
for his own reasons and his own inter-
ests, are attempting to avoid and to
find their own solution. .

Despite all their efforts, the German
revolution will break through. All the
forces of the old society are united in
a conspiracy to suppress it. The bour-
geoisie and their labour lackeys, the
Stalinist bureaucracy and their “‘com-
munist’’ flunkeys. Desperately the
Nazis play their last card in Himmler,
who is to unloose the 8.S. gangsters
on the German people. All this will
be in vain.

But the German masses will need a
programme and a banner if the inevit-
able soctal revolution is to be victor-
ious. Such a banner is provided by
the slogan of a Sqcialist Germany and
a Socialist Europe. The Fourth Inter-
national alone has the programme
which can lead Germany and Europe
out of the impasse into which they
have been plunged by world imperial-
ism. Under its banner the German
and European workers will conquer.

. PRICE
‘. TWO PENCE -

o[

.

PEAL

AUST

The Voice of
the Militant
| Workers-

<




